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A HISTORY OF THE COMMUNITY OF S t . MARY THE VIRGIN, WANTAGE; 

FOUNDATION AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT pL848-1858] 

SISTER A.F. NORTON 

ABSTRACT 

The Community ©f S t . Mary the V i r g i n was founded i n 1848 by Will i a m 
B u t l e r V i c a r o f Wantage, and Miss E l i z a b e t h Lockhart. S i s t e r h o o d 
l i f e began and was e s t a b l i s h e d on a r e g u l a r p a t t e r n of work and 
worship, Archdeacon Manning having t h e s p i r i t u a l o v e r s i g h t . B u t l e r 
wanted an ed u c a t i o n a l Sisterhood, and S i s t e r s t a u g h t ' i n a small s c h o o l 
which he e s t a b l i s h e d before beginning to b u i l d up National Schools. 

Soon Manning and Miss Lockhart decided to undertake p e n i t e n t i a r y 
work i n s t e a d , responding to an appeal t h a t the Anglican Church should 
provide c a r e f o r n e c e s s i t o u s p r o s t i t u t e s . B u t l e r concurred, the f i r s t 
s m all S t . Mary's Home f o r P e n i t e n t s being opened i n Wantage i n 1850, 
to which women ap p l i e d v o l u n t a r i l y f o r admission. 

Then Miss Lockhart seceded t o the Roman Church. Manning a l s o 
r e l i n q u i s h i n g h i s connexion, B u t l e r guided t h e Si s t e r h o o d w i t h Bishop 
W i l b e r f o r c e ' s a d v i c e , u n t i l S i s t e r H a r r i e t was e l e c t e d Superior i n 
1853. Only seven S i s t e r s j o i n e d t h e Community permanently during i t s 
f i r s t decade, a s s i s t a n c e being given by temporary S i s t e r s and 
E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s . A p p l i c a t i o n s m u l t i p l y i n g , a l a r g e r Home was b u i l t , 
l a r g e l y f i n a n c e d by donations. In 1853 the Oxford P e n i t e n t i a r y began 
to a c t as a refuge, r e c e i v i n g a p p l i c a n t s f o r a s h o r t p r e l i m i n a r y 
s t a y , and then sending t en o f them to Wantage annually f o r p e r i o d s o f 
t r a i n i n g up to tvo y e a r s , during which they d i d laundry work and 
r e c e i v e d i n s t r u c t i o n and c a r e . 

In 1855 another e d u c a t i o n a l S i s t e r h o o d was inaugurated. T h i s proved 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y and c o l l a p s e d w i t h i n a y e a r . T h e i r work, which 
i n c l u d e d a Middle School, was undertaken by S t . Mary's S i s t e r s and 
ot h e r s . 



I n 1853 a Mrs. Tre v e l y a n came to Wantage. She b u i l t a house t o 
accommodate her own I n d u s t r i a l School and the l o c a l g i r l p u p i l -
t e a c h e r s and m i s t r e s s e s , r e q u e s t i n g the S i s t e r s to ta k e charge. 

Though s m a l l , the Community became f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d , i t s f i r s t 
C o n s t i t u t i o n s and Rules r e c e i v i n g e p i s c o p a l approval i n 1855 and 
1857. 
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EXPLANATORY PREFACE 

For the p e r i o d of years covered i n the f o l l o w i n g work the Community 
of S t . Mary the V i r g i n p o ssesses no formal records at a l l . I s o l a t e d 
documents such as a few sermons, some forms of s e r v i c e , two autograph 
l e t t e r s and some manuscript notes made by a former p u p i l of S t . 
Michael's Schools, c o n s t i t u t e the sum t o t a l of contemporary m a t e r i a l 
i n the Community's a r c h i v e s . For some reason not even a s e t of annual 
r e p o r t s of the work of S t . Mary's Home remains, and those r e p o r t s 
which are quoted i n the work have been d i s c o v e r e d elsewhere. 

The Wantage Community was not alone among Anglican S i s t e r h o o d s i n not 
beginning to keep d e f i n i t e records from i t s foundation, and i t has 
to be remembered that the r e v i v a l o f the r e l i g i o u s l i f e i n the E n g l i s h 
Church was i n the h i g h e s t degree experimental. I t was only when 
foundations seemed to be f a i r l y l a i d and the experiment succeeding 
that a t t e n t i o n was turned t o such l e s s e r matters as the keeping of 
records. 

I t may be wondered why so much a t t e n t i o n has been p a i d , f o r example, 
to Miss Hayes and the works under her charge. The reason f o r t h i s 
i s t h a t the l i f e and work of the Community of S t . Mary the V i r g i n was 
woven from many se p a r a t e s t r a n d s , and i t has been the o b j e c t of t h i s 
work to t r y t o d i s c o v e r as many of the strands as p o s s i b l e and to 
f o l l o w them as they were g r a d u a l l y woven together. Both Miss Hayes 
and Mrs. Trevelyan l e f t behind them works which e v e n t u a l l y came i n t o 
the hands of the Community, and thus f a r they can be s a i d to have 
i n f l u e n c e d the d i r e c t i o n of i t s l i f e , a l b e i t under the watchful eye 
of the V i c a r . 



INTRODUCTION 

Despite the v i o l e n t r e a c t i o n s a g a i n s t monasticism which accompanied 
the C o n t i n ental Reform i n the s i x t e e n t h century, the d e s i r e f o r the 
consecrated l i f e was never wholly e x t i n g u i s h e d . I n England echoes 
of the upheaval of monasteries i n Europe r e v e r b e r a t e d i n the 
suppression of r e l i g i o u s houses by Henry V I I I i n 1536. But t h i s move 
was not approved q u i t e u n i v e r s a l l y i n England, and a number of small 
experiments t o r e v i v e the r e l i g i o u s l i f e were made duri n g the t h r e e 
hundred y e a r s which elapsed between the Reformation and the r i s e of 
the Oxford Movement i n the n i n e t e e n t h century. The f a m i l y community 
e s t a b l i s h e d by Nicholas F e r r a r at L i t t l e Gidding i s t h e b e s t known of 
these e f f o r t s , but none of them s u r v i v e d f o r v e r y long or achieved 
many members. 

In the minds of most Englishmen, however, the very i d e a of convents 
and monasteries smacked of popery and s u p e r s t i t i o u s p r a c t i c e s . 
Many of the more thoughtful people who were i n f l u e n c e d by the i d e a s 
of the Reformation a c t u a l l y b e l i e v e d manasticism to be wrong, 
c e r t a i n l y i f i t i m p l i e d the t a k i n g of vows, because t h e s e were 
considered to be against the teaching of the Gospel. Such i d e a s 
p r e v a i l e d i n t o the nineteenth century. Abhorrence of monasticism was 
probably exacerbated f o r E n g l i s h people by the a t t i t u d e o f the Roman 
C a t h o l i c Church to those o u t s i d e i t , p a r t i c u l a r l y because of the 
a c t i v i t i e s of i t s m i s s i o n a r y o r d e r s i n sending e m i s s a r i e s s e c r e t l y to 
England. The f u n c t i o n of t h e s e m i s s i o n a r i e s was not merely to 
m i n i s t e r to c o n t i n u i n g C a t h o l i c s but a l s o t o t r y and convert the 
e r r i n g and misguided E n g l i s h and b r i n g them back i n t o the "one t r u e 
f o l d " . These orders were o f f i c i a l l y banned i n England f o r a long 
time, and t h e i r i l l e g a l a c t i v i t i e s exasperated many E n g l i s h people and 
fanned a flame o f resentment a g a i n s t papal i n t e r f e r e n c e which had i n 
f a c t been burning s i n c e long b e f o r e the a c t u a l Reformation i t s e l f . 

Many f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t e d t o E n g l i s h f e a r and hatred of Romanism, but 
these w i l l s u f f i c e to e x p l a i n the a g i t a t i o n , and s u s p i c i o n of 'popery 
w i t h i n the ranks' o f the Church of England which were aroused by the 
whole tenor of the Oxford Movement. 

The Oxford men were concerned to c l a i m f o r the Church of England i t s 
" c a t h o l i c " c h a r a c t e r , and one argument used a g a i n s t t h i s by Roman 
p o l e m i c i s t s was t h a t a " t r u e " church had the c a p a c i t y to evolve the 
l i v i n g o f the r e l i g i o u s l i f e from w i t h i n i t s e l f . The T r a c t a r i a n s 
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were f u l l y aware t h a t t h e i r c l a i m to " c a t h o l i c i t y " was p a r t l y 
compromised i n Roman eyes by the l a c k of r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s i n the 
Church o f England, and indeed they c a l l e d f o r some to come forward 
to l i v e the consecrated l i f e , not p r i m a r i l y o f course f o r po l e m i c a l 
purposes but because they recognised the need f o r a deeper h o l i n e s s 
i n Anglicanism. 

Some time before the a c t u a l moment of resurgence of the r e l i g i o u s 
l i f e i n England, the s o c i a l need f o r s o c i e t i e s - p a r t i c u l a r l y o f 
women - which would devote themselves to the a l l e v i a t i o n of s u f f e r i n g 
?nd the i n c u l c a t i o n of moral standards of l i v i n g , was f e l t by a 
number of r e s p o n s i b l e churchmen and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s . The Poet Laureate 
Robert Southey gave v o i c e t o t h i s f e e l i n g i n 1829. There was much 
concern about the a p p a l l i n g c o n d i t i o n s of l i v i n g and consequently of 
morals, which were being brought about by the s o - c a l l e d I n d u s t r i a l 
Revolution. 

So t h e r e were i n f a c t two main i n f l u e n c e s at work when the r e l i g i o u s 
l i f e was r e v i v e d . The f i r s t was the sense of a c a l l to g r e a t e r 
h o l i n e s s , which i t was f e l t by a number of people could only be 
f u l f i l l e d i n a l i f e of complete d e d i c a t i o n to,prayer and s e r v i c e . 
The second was the awareness o f the c r y i n g s o c i a l needs o f the myriad 
poor, s i c k and degraded. 

The f i r s t communities had much to content w i t h : t h e i r s h e e r l y 
experimental nature; the d i f f i c u l t i e s they encountered through 
i n e x p e r i e n c e ; the small n e s s o f t h e i r membership; the n e c e s s i t y they 
were under to borrow from Roman C a t h o l i c sources; these and many 
other things were not seen by a l l as the b i r t h pangs of a new l i f e . 
Indeed some l e f t to j o i n the Church o f Rome because they f e l t that 
these things demonstrated the inadequacy of the Church o f England 
to f u l f i l a l l the s p i r i t u a l requirements of her members. Those who 
f l e d to Rome d i d so because they f e l t t h a t t h e i r v e r y s a l v a t i o n was 
at s t a k e . 

But men l i k e John Keble, Edward Bouverie Pusey and William John B u t l e r 
were convinced t h a t the grace of God operated through the E n g l i s h 
Church, and spent t h e i r l i v e s i n working f o r the spread of h o l i n e s s 
among her members. To Wil l i a m John B u t l e r must be owed a g r e a t d e a l 
of c r e d i t f o r nu r s i n g i n t o being a type of r e l i g i o u s l i f e d i s t i n c t l y 
A n g l ican i n ̂ 6©ff. / I t i s a r e l i g i o u s l i f e compounded of " c a t h o l i c " 
beauty o f worship; o f " e v a n g e l i c a l " i n d i v i d u a l p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p ? 
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1 C h r i s t ; of E n g l i s h l i b e r t y to develop i n d i v i d u a l methods of 
/er; and of many other elements welded together i n a corporate 
camental r i c h n e s s i n the E u c h a r i s t t h a t i s o f f e r e d by the whole 
Z h r i s t ' s Church. 

Ler's community s u f f e r e d s e c e s s i o n s to Rome and opprobrium f o r 
supposed "popishness" from people ignorant of i t s aims and 
a t t i t u d e to r e l i g i o u s devotion. But B u t l e r ' s own h o l i n e s s of 
2 and uncompromising Anglicanism; the i d e a l s he s e t before the 
t e r s ; the undoubted s a n c t i t y to which i t became c l e a r t h a t i t 
p o s s i b l e t o - a t t a i n through the f o l l o w i n g o f Jesus C h r i s t i n 
l i f e o f the Community; the scor e s o f s o u l s brought to C h r i s t 
>ugh the prayer and work of the Community; a l l these s u r e l y t e l l 
Lr own s t o r y of the r e a l i t y and v a l i d i t y of the r e l i g i o u s l i f e 
the E n g l i s h Church. 
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beauty o f worship; o f " e v a n g e l i c a l " i n d i v i d u a l p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
A n g lican i n / I t i s a r e l i g i o u s l i f e compounded of " c a t h o l i c 11 



I 
CHAPTER I 1848 - 1850 

FOUNDATION AND DISAPPOINTMENT 
,. I, , —^——. i. i. . • — — — i, — ^ — ^ — , 

When William John B u t l e r undertook the cur e o f s o u l s at Wantage l a t e 
i n 1846, the p r i n c i p l e of commitment to the S e r v i c e of Almighty God 
i n r e l i g i o u s communities was one a l r e a d y of i n t e r e s t to and accepted 
by him.* He knew o f the experiment which had a l r e a d y been begun at 
Park V i l l a g e West i n 1845 by a committee of laymen, and which was 
under the s p i r i t u a l d i r e c t i o n of Dr. Pusey. I t i s s a i d t h a t on a 
v i s i t to f r i e n d s i n Devonshire i n 1845 Wi l l i a m B u t l e r had much 
conversat i o n upon the s u b j e c t of r e l i g i o u s v o c a t i o n w i t h the daughter 

2 
of the house, one who was l a t e r to j o i n the Sis t e r h o o d at Wantage. 
E x a c t l y when he h i m s e l f conceived the i d e a o f forming a S i s t e r h o o d 
i s not c l e a r , and he probably p e r c e i v e d how u s e f u l such a s o c i e t y 

3 
might be during h i s e a r l i e r m i n i s t r i e s . But however t h a t may be, the 
f a c t t h a t such an i d e a was i n h i s mind was known to h i s f r i e n d s w e l l 
by 1847. Among these f r i e n d s W i l l i a m B u t l e r came to number John 
Keble, Charles M a r r i o t t , Henry Manning, Edward Pusey and o t h e r s 
connected w i t h t h e Oxford Movement, t o some of whom he was introduced 
during h i s curacy to the Reverend Charles Dyson at Dogmersfield i n 
Hampshire. 
INTENTIONS 
The V i c a r as we may now c a l l him, hoped to be able to form a S i s t e r ­
hood whose primary a c t i v e aim and o b j e c t was to be e d u c a t i o n a l . From 
the f i r s t he envisaged the S i s t e r s as h e l p i n g him i n the p a r i s h w i t h 
"female" education, but he a l s o wished them to help him by " v i s i t i n g 
among the s i c k poor". He hoped, i n due course, t h a t a way would be 
found to " t r a i n ' S i s t e r s to go out two and two as s c h o o l - t e a c h e r s 
i n t o the v i l l a g e s , and so provide f o r the education, r e l i g i o u s and 

4 
s e c u l a r , o f the poor i n r u r a l d i s t r i c t s " . A l e t t e r dated June o f 
the f o l l o w i n g year confirms the f i x i t y of these i n t e n t i o n s ; "Mr. 
B u t l e r has th e s e o b j e c t s i n view, 1. the tea c h i n g the c h i l d r e n and 
v i s i t i n g the s i c k here; 2. to send out Sc h o o l m i s t r e s s e s to the 
neighbouring v i l l a g e s " . 5 

The V i c a r was a l s o i n l i n e w i t h the more advanced thought of h i s 
time which was waking up to the importance of p r o v i d i n g female 
education. Also h i s plan to a i d the v i l l a g e s had a r i s e n out o f h i s 
r e a l i z a t i o n of the d i f f i c u l t y t h a t e x i s t e d i n pr o v i d i n g i s o l a t e d 
r u r a l areas w i t h t e a c h e r s at a l l , l e t alone t e a c h e r s who had 



themselves achieved any standard of education before they entered 
upon t h e i r t a s k of teaching o t h e r s . I n 1851 he wrote, with r e f e r e n c e 
to Wantage, but s u r e l y w i t h the Community a t l a r g e i n mind and a 
sense of the Church's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y towards i t , "... I am s u r e t h a t 
we must look to our schools v e r y much f o r the f u t u r e w e l f a r e o f the 
p a r i s h . " 6 

At the p e r i o d when W i l l i a m B u t l e r entered upon h i s work at Wantage, 
the whole question of education was v e r y much i n the melting pot. 
The Church was having t o f i g h t to r e t a i n what she b e l i e v e d , s t i l l , to 
be her r i g h t to educate the people. B u t l e r foresaw t h a t w i t h the 
i n c r e a s i n g s e c u l a r i z a t i o n of s o c i e t y the Church schools would have to 
be prepared to expand t h e i r c u r r i c u l a and maintain t h e i r r i g h t s , as 
they saw them, by proving t h e i r competence i n competition w i t h the 
s t a t e . B u t l e r was f a r from completely disapproving of s t a t e p r o v i s i o n 
and i n t e r f e r e n c e , and indeed he welcomed the help which was o f f e r e d , 
always p r o v i d i n g t h a t the Church of England maintained the r i g h t to 
teach her r e l i g i o u s o p i n i o n s . But he was a l s o s u f f i c i e n t l y r e a l i s t i c 
i n outlook and knowledgeable enough to r e a l i z e t h a t the Church would 
soon l a c k the n e c e s s a r y f i n a n c i a l and other resources to cope w i t h the 
i n c r e a s i n g volume of education being r e q u i r e d throughout the country. 
The s t a t e was having to p a r t i c i p a t e from sheer n e c e s s i t y . "From the 
f i r s t ( B u t l e r ) r e a d i l y accepted the good p a r t of the system, ( i . e . 
s t a t e a i d and c o n t r o l such as i t was) and d i d what l a y i n him to 
e l i m i n a t e the bad. While you make the f a i t h of the Church t h e ground­
work of a l l your t e a c h i n g , not only of what i s c a l l e d the r e l i g i o u s 
element - w h i l e you do t h i s , he would say, do not r e j e c t any help 
o f f e r e d tending to make any p a r t o f your teaching more p e r f e c t . " 

W illiam B u t l e r foresaw t h a t the Church's c l a i m would be contested 
i n c r e a s i n g l y as other denominations expressed t h e i r p oints-of-view, 
growing i n confidence as they now were, s i n c e the r e p e a l of the 
d i s a b l i n g a c t s a g a i n s t them. Also the question had a l r e a d y a r i s e n 
whether o r d i n a r y education should i n c l u d e denominational t e a c h i n g , 
and attempts had been made i n 1837 and 1839 to s e p a r a t e r e l i g i o u s 
and s e c u l a r education. B u t l e r d i d , however, r e a l i z e t h a t he would 
both help t o provide f o r the education of many people and a l s o r e t a i n 
a r i g h t to continue Church t e a c h i n g i n the c u r r i c u l u m , i f those he 
t r a i n e d achieved a standard which c l e a r l y r e v e a l e d the Church's 
s e r i o u s understanding of the expanding e d u c a t i o n a l needs of the day. 
His l i f e work took p l a t e during a p e r i o d "at the beginning of which 
the Department (of Education) came to us, asking us to r e c e i v e , almost 
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as a matter o f favour t o themselves, t h e i r money grants and 
i n s p e c t i o n , i n t o a p e r i o d when t h a t i n s p e c t i o n (became'} compulsory 
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and t h e i r money grants i n d i s p e n s a b l e . " 

I n 1849 William B u t l e r h i m s e l f became an In s p e c t o r of Schools not 
fo r the Government but f o r the Oxford Diocesan Board of Education. 
BEGINNING OF THE SISTERHOOD 
Sometime i n 1847 Henry Edward Manning, Rector of Lavington and 

g 
Archdeacon of C h i c h e s t e r , i n Sussex, t o l d B u t l e r about a Miss 
E l i z a b e t h Crawford Lockhart whose f a m i l y was known to him, and who 
was d e s i r o u s of f i n d i n g a way of d e d i c a t i n g her l i f e to the s e r v i c e 
of God. Three y e a r s before t h i s , Miss Lockhart had been introduced 
to Dr. Pusey as a p o s s i b l e a s p i r a n t f o r the community he hoped to 
found, but pe r s o n a l circumstances had prevented her from p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
i n the experiment. Miss Lockhart •s'jbrother and stepmother had 
r e c e n t l y become Roman C a t h o l i c s , and at t h i s p e r i o d such s e c e s s i o n s 
occasioned a c o n s i d e r a b l e measure o f s e p a r a t i o n , and gave gre a t p a i n 
and g r i e f to those from whom they p a r t e d . I t seems c l e a r t h a t at 
t h i s p e r i o d o f her l i f e , Archdeacon Manning was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n 
r e s t r a i n i n g Miss Lockhart from seceding, h e r s e l f , and he saw i n 
B u t l e r ' s p l a n a way i n which Miss Lockhart might both serve and be 
p e r s o n a l l y f u l f i l l e d . 
In view o f l a t e r developments i t i s worth noting here t h a t i n an 
address given many y e a r s l a t e r t he V i c a r r e f e r r e d t o hi m s e l f as 
having been "consulted" about the p o s s i b i l i t y of forming a 
s i s t e r h o o d 'young as he was' and 'unworthy as he was'. This confirms 
the impression t h a t the o c c a s i o n on which the impetus was given f o r 
the founding of the s i s t e r h o o d , was the i n t r o d u c t i o n t o him of Miss 
Lockhart. There i s no evidence t h a t the V i c a r had a c t u a l l y put 
anything i n hand i n t h i s matter before t h i s time. But as we have 
seen, h i s i n t e n t i o n s were c l e a r and h i s determination f i x e d . There 
was a l s o a Miss E l i z a b e t h Hayes a l r e a d y working i n the schools of 
the p a r i s h of whom he had hopes regarding a s i s t e r h o o d . In the same 
address the V i c a r s a i d ; "There was then but one ot h e r s i s t e r h o o d 
i n e x i s t e n c e i n the Church of England, and I d i f f e r e d from o t h e r s , 
much more worthy than m y s e l f , who f e a r e d the e f f e c t of such an 
experiment i n the unprepared s t a t e of the minds o f the people i n 
general f o r such a step ..." 

I t appears from a l l accounts, t h a t Miss Lockhart was a v e r y g i f t e d , 



devout and c u l t i v a t e d person, w i t h an endearing p e r s o n a l i t y and 
great p o t e n t i a l f o r l e a d e r s h i p . She, too, was f r i e n d l y w i t h the 
Kebles and the Dysons. The V i c a r , having heard about her, i n v i t e d her 
to Wantage, and she spent the Lent season of 1848 at the vicarage.** 
Plans f o r a s i s t e r h o o d were d i s c u s s e d during t h i s v i s i t and the 
V i c a r was much impressed by the q u a l i t i e s he d i s c e r n e d i n Miss 
Lockhart. There seemed no reason to d e l a y the commencement of the 
work and s u i t a b l e premises were sought i n Wantage. At f i r s t no 
s i z a b l e house was a v a i l a b l e , but they were not t o be d e t e r r e d , and 
two s m a l l a d j o i n i n g labouring cottages were taken i n W a l l i n g f o r d 
S t r e e t . E v i d e n t l y "one of the cottages had been i n h a b i t e d before 
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by a working shoemaker" and both abutted d i r e c t l y on to the 
s t r e e t . I t seems h i g h l y probable that the shoemaker i n q u e s t i o n was 
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one John Lovsey, who remained a staunch f r i e n d u n t i l h i s death. 

The establishment of the l i t t l e s i s t e r h o o d probably took p l a c e i n 
A p r i l 1848. Miss Lockhart's name appears i n the P a r i s h J o u r n a l among 
a l i s t of communicants f o r the f i r s t Sunday a f t e r E a s t e r May 2nd, 
1848. Although Miss Lockhart must, obviously, have communicated 
during her Lenten v i s i t , t h i s p a r t i c u l a r entry l i s t s a group of g i r l s 
who had come under her c a r e , and the i n d i c a t i o n s a re, t h e r e f o r e , that 
she had begun her ' s i s t e r h o o d work' as i t were. Two names from the 
l i s t o f g i r l s a r e of i n t e r e s t , those of E l i z a Bedford and Ann 
Herring. Almost c e r t a i n l y these g i r l s came from two f a m i l i e s whose 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the s i s t e r h o o d was to endure on and o f f i n t o the 
t w e n t i e t h century. 

The f o l l o w i n g Sunday, May 9th, 1848, the name "Miss Reid" appears i n 
the Pafrish J o u r n a l . Mary Reid was a f r i e n d of Miss Lockhart's and 
became her companion i n founding the l i t t l e s i s t e r h o o d . Miss Reid 
had been, f o r some y e a r s , m i s t r e s s of a small school founded by the 
Lockharts at C h i c h e s t e r , and she was e v i d e n t l y on c l o s e terms with 
the f a m i l y . She was p h y s i c a l l y i n poor h e a l t h and was unable t o go 
out much, but she assumed the management of the domestic arrangements 
of the household, and won people's h e a r t s by her kindness and 
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c h e e r f u l n e s s . 

There i s some evidence t h a t a t h i r d likeminded person j o i n e d Miss 
Lockhart and Miss Reid, and that i t was she who c o n t r i b u t e d the 
'Reminiscences' which provide d e t a i l s of these very e a r l y days. But 
at the time of w r i t i n g t h e r e i s i n s u f f i c i e n t evidence to i d e n t i f y 
her w i t h c e r t a i n t y . 

t Sbc g « tKen 37 «3e*r* 0(4. 



There were two more members o f t h i s f i r s t h o u s e h o l d o f t h e s i s t e r h o o d , 
b o t h c o n s i d e r a b l y younger t h a n t h e o t h e r s , named Emi l y P r e n t i s s and 
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E l i z a b e t h R o b e r t s . The p l a n was t h a t t h e s e two "were t o make 
themselves u s e f u l i n t h e house, and t o be t r a i n e d t o t a k e p a r t i n 
t h e work w i t h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f some day becoming S i s t e r s . " ^ 5 

One e n t r y i n t h e P a r i s h J o u r n a l mentions E l i z a b e t h R o b e r t s . On 
Tuesday, December 5 t h , 1848, t h e V i c a r w r o t e : " E l i z a b e t h Roberts 
c a l l e d t o ask me t o recommend P r a y e r s . I a d v i s e d Bishop Andrewes w i t h 
s l i g h t a l t e r a t i o n s f o r h e r . She i s a r e m a r k a b l e p e r s o n , f o r h e r 
n a t u r a l s a i n t l i n e s s o f c h a r a c t e r , and s t r a n g e and r a p i d ( n e x t word 
i l l e g i b l e b u t 'comprehension * i s p o s s i b l e } o f d o c t r i n e s o f 
p e r f e c t i o n . " 

At t h i s p e r i o d any v i s i t o r who was w i l l i n g t o t a k e p a r t i n t h e work 
was n o t m e r e l y p e r m i t t e d t o do so, b u t was warmly welcomed. Al s o 
those i n v o l v e d i n t h e e x p e r i m e n t canvassed f o r h e l p and new members 
among s y m p a t h e t i c f r i e n d s . L i t t l e d i s t i n c t i o n was drawn between t h e 
" r e g u l a r " members o f t h e l i t t l e community and h e l p f u l v i s i t o r s , a l l 
b e i n g c a l l e d " s i s t e r " . There was no f o r m a l a d m i s s i o n o f s i s t e r s a t 
t h i s s t a g e . 

The household arrangements "were o f t h e s i m p l e s t and most i n e x p e n s i v e 
16 

k i n d " and we l e a r n o f a l i t t l e u p s t a i r s o r a t o r y "blue-washed ... 
17 

w i t h s l o p i n g r o o f and r o u g h l y b oarded f l o o r , " t h e o n l y f u r n i t u r e 
c o n s i s t i n g o f two l o n g d e s k s + w i t h s l o p i n g s i d e s made o f b a r e d e a l " 
where t h e l i t t l e h o usehold assembled at r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s t o say t h e 
O f f i c e s . The o r a t o r y was so s m a l l t h a t t h e r e was o n l y room f o r 
t h r e e , o r f o u r p e o p l e a t t h e o u t s i d e t o s t a n d on e i t h e r s i d e o f 
t h e s e two d e sks, w h i c h w o u l d have been p l a c e d p a r a l l e l t o each o t h e r 
l e n g t h w i s e so t h a t t h e i r o c cupants f a c e d one a n o t h e r as across a 
c h o i r . The o f f i c e s were r e c i t e d s t a n d i n g . 
DAILY LIFE 
From t h e b e g i n n i n g t h e S i s t e r h o o d adopted a m o n a s t i c p a t t e r n o f l i f e , 
w o r s h i p and work a l t e r n a t i n g a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s t h r o u g h o u t t h e day. 
A Rule o f some k i n d was drawn up w h i c h was r e a d i n s m a l l p o r t i o n s 
day b y day t h r o u g h o u t t h e week at Prime. No r e c o r d o f t h i s Rule 
remains, so f a r as i s known, b u t t h e r e i s some re a s o n t o t h i n k t h a t i t 
was based on t h e B e a t i t u d e s . 

Another source r e f e r s t o one l o n g desk w i t h two s l o p i n g s i d e s , 
e.a. A A i n c r o s s s ^ c t i o * : . *-t 



The V i c a r p a i d f r e q u e n t v i s i t s t o t h e house and w o u l d sometimes 
j o i n t h e S i s t e r s f o r O f f i c e s , and on o c c a s i o n he w o u l d g i v e them 
an address. Sometimes he t o o k a v i s i t o r o f h i s own t o t h e house. 
There a r e a few i l l u s t r a t i v e e n t r i e s i n t h e P a r i s h J o u r n a l : 
[ J u l y 3 r d 1848"] "Monday. Prime w i t h S i s t e r h o o d ..." 

[ J u l y 5 t h 1848] "Wednesday. Lauds w i t h S i s t e r h o o d £ t o 6" : and 
f o r b o t h Thursday and F r i d a y i n t h e same week "Lauds w i t h S i s t e r h o o d . " 
On J u l y 22nd: "Kept Lauds and T i e r c e w i t h t h e S i s t e r h o o d and 
a d d r e s t them ..." 

A p r i l 1 8 t h 1849, "Took Mr. K e b l e * t o Prime w i t h S i s t e r h o o d . " 

The S i s t e r h o o d used t h e E n g l i s h e d i t i o n o f "The Day Hours o f t h e 
Church" w h i c h had been p r e p a r e d by Albany C h r i s t i e and was 
p u b l i s h e d i n 1844. At f i r s t t h e y s a i d a f i v e - f o l d O f f i c e c o n s i s t i n g 
o f Lauds, P r i m e , Sext , Nones and Compline. T i e r c e and Vespers seem 
sometimes t o have been r e p l a c e d by M a t i n s and Evensong i n Church. 
I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t on some days b o t h Matins and Evensong and a l l 
t h e C a n o n i c a l Hours were s a i d . One who v i s i t e d t h e house f r e q u e n t l y 
i n t h e e a r l y d a y s , o r who may even have l i v e d t h e r e , was o f t h e 
o p i n i o n i n l a t e r y e a r s t h a t Lauds was n o t always s a i d , 1 8 b u t t h e 
l i t t l e e v i d e n c e we have i n d i c a t e s i t s h a v i n g been i n c l u d e d o f t e n . 

The work o f t h e S i s t e r h o o d a t t h i s d a t e c o n s i s t e d i n t e a c h i n g and 
some v i s i t i n g among t h e s i c k . There were no N a t i o n a l Schools as y e t , 
a l t h o u g h t h e V i c a r was soon t o see t h a t t h e y were p r o v i d e d . Very few 
c h i l d r e n r e c e i v e d any s c h o o l i n g . But t h e V i c a r had t a k e n two c o t t a g e s 
i n M i l l S t r e e t , thrown them i n t o one, and "here Miss L o c k h a r t and her 
s t a f f t a u g h t " d a i l y a s m a l l g i r l s ' s c h o o l o f t w e n t y - f o u r p u p i l s . 
Mrs. B u t l e r a s s i s t e d i n t h e t e a c h i n g and t o o k t h e f i r s t c l a s s , 
Miss L o c k h a r t t o o k t h e second, t h e " M i s t r e s s " t a u g h t needlework, and 
E m i l y P r e n t i s s and E l i z a b e t h Roberts t o o k t h e l i t t l e ones. The d a i l y 
s c h o o l t i m e t a b l e was : School 9-10 a.m., Matins i n Church, School 
a g a i n t i l l 12, t h e n a g a i n i n t h e a f t e r n o o n f r o m 2-4 p.m. 
C o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e p a r i s h v i s i t i n g w o u l d have been p o s s i b l e . But 
t h a t t h e S i s t e r s d i d v i s i t i s c l e a r f r o m such an e n t r y by t h e V i c a r 
i n h i s p a r i s h J o u r n a l as : "Tuesday [Aug.21, 1848) ... Mrs. Lovegrove 
c a l l e d my a t t e n t i o n t o t h e v e r y bad s t a t e o f t h e d r a i n s i n Queen's Row, 
I n t h e ev e n i n g Miss L o c k h a r t who had been t h e r e i n t h e day t o l d me 
t h a t she was much a f r a i d t h e y w o u l d produce f e v e r i f n o t l o o k e d t o . . . " 



7 

DRESS — — — 
At f i r s t t h e S i s t e r s wore p l a i n b l a c k d r e s s e s , as t h e V i c a r , b e i n g 
a f r a i d o f r o u s i n g P r o t e s t a n t f e e l i n g a g a i n s t them, and a l s o b e i n g i n 
f a v o u r o f inco n s p i c u o u s n e s s h i m s e l f , d i d n o t w i s h them t o adopt a 
d i s t i n c t i v e h a b i t . He suggested t h a t t h e y s h o u l d be l i k e " p l a i n l y 
d r e s s e d gentlewomen". I n t h e house t h e S i s t e r s wore n e t o r m u s l i n 
caps, w h i l e f o r o u t - o f - d o o r s t h e y assumed b l a c k s t r a w poke bonnets 
trimmed w i t h b l a c k r i b b o n , and b l a c k s h a wls. E v i d e n t l y t h e S i s t e r s 
were n o t c o n f i n e d t o b l a c k f o r t h e i r shawls as one w i t n e s s remembered 
Miss L o c k h a r t w e a r i n g a S c o t t i s h p l a i d shawl a t a s c h o o l t r e a t I 
THE FIRST REMOVAL 
I n t h e summer o f 1848, t h a t i s , a few months a f t e r t h e S i s t e r h o o d 
began, a l a r g e c o t t a g e was a c q u i r e d on t h e West s i d e o f Newbury S t r e e t 
and t h e h o u s e h o l d seems t o have moved f r o m W a l l i n g f o r d S t r e e t i n J u l y . 
The e n t r y i n p a r i s h Journey f o r J u l y 22nd w h i c h has a l r e a d y been 
quo t e d c o n t i n u e s : "Kept Lauds and T i e r c e w i t h t h e S i s t e r h o o d and 
ad d r e s t them s h o r t l y on t h e i r f r e s h b e g i n n i n g . . . " ; w h i c h " b e g i n n i n g " 
must r e f e r t o t h e i r t a k i n g up l i f e i n t h e i r new abode;"May He ever 
b l e s s and p r o s p e r t h e i r work." 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
I n t h i s f i r s t p e r i o d o f t h e l i f e o f t h e S i s t e r h o o d t h e s p i r i t u a l 
d i r e c t i o n o f t h e S i s t e r s was i n t h e c a r e o f Archdeacon Manning. 
Manning had a l r e a d y been d i r e c t i n g Miss L o c k h a r t (and perhaps Miss 
Reid) b e f o r e she came t o Wantage. The V i c a r g r e a t l y r e s p e c t e d t h e 
Archdeacon who was i n any case, an o l d e r and more e x p e r i e n c e d 
p r i e s t t h a n h i m s e l f . Manning made o c c a s i o n a l v i s i t s t o Wantage b u t 
t h e y appear t o have been c o m p a r a t i v e l y i n f r e q u e n t . But he and t h e 
V i c a r k e p t up a correspondence and t h e l a t t e r c o n s u l t e d him about such 
m a t t e r s as t h e p r a c t i c e o f c o n f e s s i o n . D e f i n i t e e v i d e n ce f o r Manning's 
presence a t Wantage appears i n t h e P a r i s h J o u r n a l on t h r e e o c c a s i o n s ; 
August 1 0 t h and December 1 2 t h 1848 and March 1 2 t h , 1849. There were 
o t h e r v i s i t s b u t t h e n a t u r e o f them w i l l be i n d i c a t e d i n due c o u r s e . 
The i n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t Manning v i s i t e d t h e S i s t e r h o o d t h r e e o r f o u r 
t i m e s i n t h e y e a r . One v i s i t c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h e V i c a r ' s absence on 
h o l i d a y , and Manning a s s i s t e d t h e p a r i s h c l e r g y as w e l l as v i s i t i n g 
t h e S i s t e r s . 

From a l e t t e r o f Archdeacon Manning's t o Mrs. Sidney H e r b e r t d a t e d 
"London 2 5 t h August 1848", t h e f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t i s o f d i r e c t 
i n t e r e s t : " I went t h e week b e f o r e l a s t t o Wantage, and f o u n d a l l 
g o i n g on as I c o u l d most w i s h . ( i . e . Presumably i n h i s c a p a c i t y as 
d i r e c t o r as he had no f o r m a l e c c l e s i a s t i c a l j u r i s d i c t i o n ) . The p a r i s h 
i s an o l d c o u n t r y town, much n e g l e c t e d i n t i m e p a s t , b u t d i s s e n t 



weak, and t h e Church i n a p a s s i v e b u t r e c o v e r a b l e s t a t e . The p r e s e n t 
V i c a r i s an e x c e l l e n t and most d e v o t e d man, and w i t h him he has t h r e e 
e q u a l l y e a r n e s t young men; so t h a t t h e y have s t r e n g t h enough f o r 
a n y t h i n g . Miss L o c k h a r t i s e s t a b l i s h e d i n an o l d s m a l l house, w i t h a 
v e r y p r e t t y s t r i p o f garden at t h e back, most p r i v a t e and q u i e t . She 
has two companions w i t h h e r , and her work i s t o be f o u n d about f i v e 
h ours a day i n t h e s c h o o l . The r e s t o f her t i m e i s o r d e r e d on a v e r y 
even and good r u l e o f employments and d e v o t i o n . The V i c a r i s t h e 
v i s i t o r and g u a r d i a n o f t h e house, and i s most w o r t h y and f i t i n 
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every way f o r t h i s O f f i c e . " 

THE FIRST DISAPPOINTMENT 
Less t h a n a month a f t e r Manning w r o t e t h e above l e t t e r , t h e 
f o l l o w i n g e n t r y appears i n t h e V i c a r ' s hand i n h i s Wantage P a r i s h 
J o u r n a l : £Sept.20th, 1848} "Wednesday. A n o t e f r o m Miss L. gave me 
g r e a t s o r r o w " . T h i s b r i e f s entence does i n f a c t i n d i c a t e t h e f a l l i n g 
o f t h e f i r s t o f s e v e r a l g r e a t blows w h i c h were t o be d e a l t t o t h e 
V i c a r i n t h e ne x t few y e a r s . I t r e f e r s t o Miss L o c k h a r t ' s f i r s t 
i n t i m a t i o n t o t h e V i c a r t h a t she f e l t h e r s e l f c a l l e d , n o t t o t e a c h 
i n s c h o o l s , b u t t o rescue work. T h i s change o f d i r e c t i o n may w e l l 
have been i n s p i r e d by t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f an a r t i c l e by t h e Reverend 
John A r m s t r o n g , V i c a r o f Tidenham, G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e , i n t h e "Church 
Q u a r t e r l y " f o r September 1848. The a r t i c l e was on t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e 
a p p a l l i n g p roblem o f w i d e s p r e a d p r o s t i t u t i o n and t h e inadequacy o f 
t h e e x i s t i n g p r o v i s i o n f o r t h e c a r e and r e c l a m a t i o n o f p r o s t i t u t e s . 
A rmstrong c a l l e d f o r a change i n t h e system o f c a r e and advocated t h e 
b a s i n g o f i t upon a r e l i g i o u s f o u n d a t i o n . He d i d n o t however, a t t h i s 
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j u n c t u r e , m e n t i o n S i s t e r h o o d s . 
So f a r as Miss L o c k h a r t ' s change o f d i r e c t i o n i s concerned, t h e r e a r e 
s e v e r a l p o i n t s t o be n o t e d . F i r s t i t i s c l e a r t h a t a l t h o u g h W i l l i a m 
B u t l e r f o u n d e d t h e S i s t e r h o o d and t h o u g h t t h a t t h e was c a l l e d t o 
c r e a t e an e d u c a t i o n a l o r d e r , n e v e r t h e l e s s he e v i d e n t l y f e l t t h a t he 
c o u l d n o t a l l o w h i m s e l f t o q u e s t i o n t h e v a l i d i t y o f Miss L o c k h a r t ' s 
sense o f c a l l t o a change o f d i r e c t i o n . E s p e c i a l l y , no d o u b t , s i n c e 
t h e p l a n n i n g o f t h e move was c a r r i e d o u t c o n j o i n t l y w i t h Archdeacon 
Manning. But Miss L o c k h a r t had, o r so i t c o u l d be t h o u g h t , d e l i v e r e d 
h e r s e l f , a t any r a t e i m p l i c i t l y , t o t h e V i c a r ' s g u a r d i a n s h i p . 
Secondly, t h e V i c a r w r o t e t o Manning a t once, and f r o m t h e answer 
he r e c e i v e d i t appears t h a t t h e Archdeacon and Miss L o c k h a r t had 
c o n s u l t e d t o g e t h e r about a change o f work w i t h o u t t a k i n g i n t o t h e i r 



c o n f i d e n c e v i c a r i n whose P a r i s h t h e y were w o r k i n g , and i n whose 
c a r e Miss L o c k h a r t was. Manning s a y s , i n h i s r e p l y t o t h e V i c a r 
d a t e d " L a v i n g t o n , Sept. 25, 1848;" 

" I have been most s i n c e r e l y g r i e v e d a t t h e t h o u g h t o f h a v i n g g r i e v e d 
you. And I h a r d l y know what t o w r i t e . I t was t h o u g h t r i g h t towards 
you t h a t such an i d e a s h o u l d n o t be e n t e r t a i n e d w i t h o u t your 
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knowledge." But t h i s knowledge was o n l y conveyed a f t e r a d e c i s i o n 
had been t a k e n . 

T h i r d l y : such was t h e V i c a r ' s d e f e r e n c e t o t h e Archdeacon, and such, 
p e r h a p s , t h e awkwardness o f h i s p o s i t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e team o f 
Manning and Miss L o c k h a r t , t h a t a l t h o u g h he c o u l d express h i s 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , he c o u l d n o t oppose t h e change o f p l a n . He had o f 
n e c e s s i t y t o accept i t and a l l t h a t i t m i g h t e n t a i l upon h i m s e l f i n 
th e way o f l o s s o f S i s t e r s and e x t r a w o r k and w o r r y . 

F o u r t h l y , t h i s acceptance speaks volumes f o r t h e V i c a r ' s h u m i l i t y and 
s e n s i t i v i t y t o t h e c a l l o f God f r o m whatever d i r e c t i o n i t m i g h t come. 
I t i s a l l t h e more r e m a r k a b l e when i t i s remembered t h a t he had a 
s e l f - a s s e r t i v e s i d e t o h i s c h a r a c t e r . A s t r a n g e and s l i g h t l y 
i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e n o t e i s sounded by Manning i n a f u r t h e r l e t t e r , w hethei 
o f s l i g h t a r r o g a n c e on h i s p a r t o r whether f r o m a sense t h a t he had 
a r i g h t t o expect t h a t i t w o u l d be j u s t and f i t t i n g f o r t h e younger 
man t o submit h i m s e l f t o a d i r e c t i v e f r o m a P r i e s t more s e n i o r t h a n 
h i m s e l f ; o r a g a i n because B u t l e r owed t h e b e g i n n i n g o f h i s Sisterhood 
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work t o Manning, i t i s h a r d t o ̂ udge. Manning says, w h i l e a g a i n 
e x p r e s s i n g h i s g r i e f a t p a i n i n g t h e V i c a r : "Though I never f o r a 
moment d o u b t e d t h e p e r f e c t r i g h t and f i t n e s s , b y t h e r u l e o f n a t u r e 
and o f t h e s p i r i t o f o u r correspondence, y e t I f e l t t h a t n o t h i n g s h o r t 
o f a h i g h s u b m i s s i o n o f w i l l ... w o u l d s u f f i c e t o keep f r o m between us 
a f e e l i n g ( o f ) g r i e f a r i s i n g f r o m c o n t r a r i e t y of w i l l . But your l e t t e r 
s e t s me a t r e s t f o r e v e r , and I f e e l s u r e t h a t w i t h such a d i s c i p l i n e 
o f s e l f , even such a l o s s as I t r u s t you may n o t i n c u r w o u l d t u r n i n t o 
a b l e s s i n g t o yo u r f l o c k and t o y o u r own s o u l . " 
THE VICAR'S POSITIVE REACTION 
W i l l i a m B u t l e r e v i d e n t l y d e t e r m i n e d - c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y - t o make t h e 
b e s t o f t h i n g s . He accepted t h e f a c t t h a t Manning and Miss L o c k h a r t 
uere r i g h t i n f e e l i n g t h a t t h e Church o f England had f a l l e n b e h i n d 
t h e Roman Church and C o n t i n e n t a l P r o t e s t a n t Churches, i n t h a t a l m o s t 
no p r o v i s i o n had y e t been made f o r t h e r e c e p t i o n and c a r e o f s o - c a l l e d 
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" f a l l e n women". He p r e p a r e d h i m s e l f t o d i v e r t a t any r a t e some o f 
h i s r e s o u r c e s t o what was, u n d o u b t e d l y , a need as g r e a t as t h a t o f 
e d u c a t i o n . He r e c o r d e d , two days a f t e r t h e ' s o r r o w f u l 1 e n t r y o f 
2 0 t h September: "A sweet c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h S i s t e r E l i z a b e t h . Read a 
Roman t a l e connected w i t h S i s t e r h o o d o f t h e Good Shepherd near 

24 
Hammersmith f o r t h e c o n v e r s i o n o f p e n i t e n t p r o s t i t u t e s " . And i n a 
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l e t t e r t o John K e b l e : 

" I wanted ... t o t a l k t o you about our S i s t e r h o o d h e r e , w h i c h has, 
by t h e b l e s s i n g o f God, sped so f a i r l y . I t i s e x e r c i s i n g d a i l y more 
i n f l u e n c e on our p e o p l e ; and as a washerwoman s a i d t o me t h e o t h e r 
day, " I t makes one ashamed o f o n e s e l f t o see Miss L." A l l c l a s s e s 
t a k e t o i t . But as I t h i n k you know, I s h a l l l o s e a g r e a t m a i n s t a y , 
Miss L. f o r t h e P e n i t e n t i a r y , and w i t h h e r a t l e a s t two w i l l swarm 
o f f , l e a v i n g i n f a c t , Miss A. a l o n e . Two o r t h r e e w i l l , however, I 
e x p e c t , j o i n u s ; b u t i t i s most n e e d f u l t o p r e s e r v e c o n t i n u i t y and I 
am v e r y anxious t o keep Miss A. as head o f a f u t u r e Home." No 
o f f i c i a l r e c o r d s remain t o g i v e d e t a i l s o f a l l t h e S i s t e r s who 
o f f e r e d themselves b e f o r e 1850. The "Miss A." m e ntioned above was 
Miss E l i z a b e t h Cain A s h i n g t o n who v i s i t e d t h e S i s t e r h o o d and t o o k a 
t e m p o r a r y p a r t i n t h e work. She was u n a b l e t o o f f e r h e r s e l f 
p e r m a n e n t l y f o r t h e f i r s t few y e a r s . 

The f o r e g o i n g l e t t e r shows t h e measure o f t h e V i c a r ' s r e a d i n e s s t o 
accept t h e change o f p l a n w h i l e y e t h o p i n g , i f he c o u l d , t o r e t a i n 
some members o f t h e t i n y community i n t h e works a l r e a d y i n hand. The 
f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t f r o m a l e t t e r o f s i x months l a t e r w i l l i l l u s t r a t e 
b o t h t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h p l a n s had been l a i d f o r t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f 
a P e n i t e n t i a r y , and t h e f a c t t h a t t h e V i c a r had made known h i s hopes 
f o r c o n t i n u i n g a s c h o o l s i s t e r h o o d . The l e t t e r i s f r o m Miss A s h i n g t o n 
t o Mrs. K e b l e : 2 6 

rij-

"Wantage, June 1 4 t h (1849) 
"...Miss L o c k h a r t ... went t o London sooner t h a n she i n t e n d e d , i n 
consequence o f a summons from Archdeacon Manning, on t h e m a t t e r o f a 
S i s t e r h o o d , w h i c h h i m s e l f and Miss L. have v e r y much a t h e a r t ; 
s u f f i c i e n t f o r me t o say t h a t t h i s a f f a i r i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i m p l i e s 
Miss L o c k h a r t ' s l e a v i n g b e f o r e t h e year i s o u t . Miss R e i d and Miss Day 
are t o accompany h e r . Mr. B u t l e r has s e t h i s h e a r t upon c o n t i n u i n g a 
s o r t o f S i s t e r h o o d h e r e , and he t h i n k s he has some p e o p l e i n h i s eye 
who w o u l d be l i k e l y t o j o i n i t , i f t h e r e was an o l d e r one t o t a k e 
Miss L o c k h a r t ' s p l a c e and t o keep t h i n g s t o g e t h e r and g o i n g on; one 
a s c h o o l m i s t r e s s whom he saw i n London, and t h e r e i s a Miss H a r r i e t 
Coxe he i s v e r y d e s i r o u s t o have." 
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THE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE SISTERHOOD 
I t i s c l e a r t h a t d e f i n i t e p l a n s f o r t h e p e n i t e n t i a r y c o u l d n o t be 
p u t i n hand i m m e d i a t e l y t h e d e c i s i o n was t a k e n , and about a y e a r 
passed d u r i n g w h i c h t h e S i s t e r h o o d a t Wantage c a r r i e d on as i t had 
begun. There was a d e s i r e f o r and a g r o w t h i n t h e k e e p i n g o f t h e 
e s s e n t i a l s o f m o n a s t i c i s m and o f t h e elements o f a deep and r e g u l a r 
s p i r i t u a l l i f e . Two e n t r i e s i n t h e P a r i s h J o u r n a l k e p t by Mr. B u t l e r 
i n d i c a t e t h i s : 

"Dec.4th [ 1 8 4 8 } . At S i s t e r E l i z a b e t h ' s r e q u e s t I spoke t o t h e 
S i s t e r h o o d on S i l e n c e . " 
"Feb. 1 9 t h C 1 8 4 9 ) • Spoke t o t h e S i s t e r h o o d on L e n t . " 

The S i s t e r h o o d ' s t i m e - t a b l e f o r t h i s p e r i o d i s e x t a n t and i t i n c l u d e s 
t h e r e c i t a t i o n o f b o t h t h e s e v e n - f o l d m o n a s t i c o f f i c e and Matins 
and Evensong i n Church. There was a l s o a development o f t h e r u l e o f 
s i l e n c e , b u t f l e x i b i l i t y seems t o have been p r e s e r v e d as t o i t s 
observance t o a l l o w l a t i t u d e f o r t h e c a l l s f o r s e r v i c e made upon t h e 
S i s t e r s . S i n c e t h e i r numbers were s m a l l , c o r p o r a t e s i l e n c e w o u l d have 
had t o be m a i n t a i n e d when c i r c u m s t a n c e s p e r m i t t e d i t . 

The d a i l y t i m e - t a b l e was as f o l l o w s : 
Rise a t 5 a.m. 
Lauds 5.45 
Prime 7.0 
B r e a k f a s t 7.30 
T i e r c e 8.40 
Work 9.0 
Church lO.O ( M a t i n s ) 
Work u n t i l noon i n t h e s c h o o l , o r u n t i l 
Sext a t 12.45 p.m. 
Dinner 1.0 
Nones 2.30 
Work ( s c h o o l and p a r i s h v i s i t i n g ) u n t i l 
Vespers a t 5.45 
Tea 6.0 
Chu r c h 7.30 (Evensong) 
Compline 9.0 
Bed lO.O 

Times o f r e c r e a t i o n and p e r i o d s o f p r i v a t e d e v o t i o n had a l s o t o f i n d 
t h e i r p l a c e i n t h i s v e r y f u l l s c h e d u l e , b u t we do n o t know how much 
t i m e was g i v e n t o each o f t h e s e . At t h i s p e r i o d weekly Communion 



was t h e norm, hence no a l l o w a n c e f o r i t i n t h e d a i l y t i m e - t a b l e . 

At some t i m e d u r i n g t h i s w a i t i n g p e r i o d , a more d i s t i n c t i v e l y 
t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o u s dress was adopted, under Miss L o c k h a r t ' s 
d i r e c t i o n . We have no d e t a i l s t o i n d i c a t e i t s d e s i g n . 

On J u l y 22nd, 1849, t h e Feast o f S t . Mary Magdalene, t h e V i c a r 
gave t h e S i s t e r s an address w h i c h emphasised t h e i n t e n t i o n o f 
e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e r e l i g i o u s l i f e i n i t s f u l n e s s : 

"Dear S i s t e r s , a year has passed s i n c e f i r s t we met t o s e t a p a r t , 
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as f a r as i n us l a y , t h i s house, and you who were about t o d w e l l 
h e r e , t o t h e s e r v i c e o f A l m i g h t y God. 
I t seems b u t y e s t e r d a y s i n c e we k n e l t h e r e t o g e t h e r , and y e t t h e s e 
t w e l v e months have been a b l e s t r a n g e l y t o change t h e w hole c u r r e n t 
o f y o u r l i v e s . You f e e l y o u r s e l v e s d i s t i n c t l y s e t a p a r t . I who 
address you f e e l i t . Others l i t t l e used t o l o o k w i t h a d i s c e r n i n g 
o r even f r i e n d l y eye on t h e h i g h e r a i mings o f t h e C h r i s t i a n l i f e 
f e e l i t , and own i t a l s o . Your l i f e has now assumed, so t o say, a 
permanent mould. The ways o f t h e w o r l d : - s e c u l a r arrangements, 
t i m e s , s t u d i e s , s o c i e t y , t h i n g s n o t o u t o f p l a c e , n o r wrong, w o u l d 
now seem s t r a n g e and j a r r i n g t o you. R e l i g i o u s o r d e r , r e g u l a r 
hours o f d e v o t i o n , t h e w e e k l y C e l e b r a t i o n , i n v o l v i n g a d a i l y 
p r e p a r a t i o n o f a more o r l e s s f o r m a l k i n d , seasons o f s i l e n c e , 
p e n i t e n c e , s o r r o w i n g , r e j o i c i n g , as t h e Church a p p o i n t s , w i t h 
C h r i s t , have now wound themselves round y o u r v e r y b e i n g , e d i f y i n g 
and s u s t a i n i n g your s o u l s . 

T h i s f e e l i n g o f s a n c t i f i c a t i o n i s e x a c t l y t h a t w h i c h was needed t o 
enable us t o s t r i k e r o o t downwards f o r t h e p r e s e n t , and by God's 
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b l e s s i n g h e r e a f t e r t o bear f r u i t upwards." 

The Founder went on t o speak o f t h e n a t u r e o f t h e l i f e and w o r k o f 
t h e house: 

"Let us on t h i s a n n i v e r s a r y t a k e a t h o u g h t f o r t h a t p i c t u r e o f 
u n i t e d S i s t e r h o o d w h i c h t h e h i s t o r y o f S. Mary Magdalene b r i n g s 
b e f o r e us ... No more f i t t i n g day c o u l d be chosen t o commence a 
work o f p e n i t e n c e and seclusion*; f rom t h e World. No h i s t o r y so 
f i t l y r e p r e s e n t s t o us t h e double c h a r a c t e r w h i c h such I n s t i t u t i o n s 



13 

may assume as t h a t o f t h e two h o l y s i s t e r s , t h e one w r a p t i n h o l y 
m e d i t a t i o n a t t h e f e e t o f Jesus, t h e o t h e r b u s i e d i n making ready 
t o r e c e i v e Him under h e r r o o f ... To s e r v e i s Martha's s p e c i a l work, 

6 
t o c o n t e m p l a t e , Mary's. Martha p r o v i d e s t h a t Mary may have l e i s u r e 
t o gaze. Mary c o u l d n o t c o n t e m p l a t e d i d n o t Martha s e r v e . Mary's 
eye must be o f f i n t e r n a l t h i n g s i f Martha c a r e d n o t f o r e x t e r n a l . " 

The Founder sees t h e S i s t e r s o f t h e Community as a i m i n g t o combine 
t h e l i f e o f a c t i v e s e r v i c e w i t h t h e l i f e o f c o n t e m p l a t i o n . He sees 
th e p r a c t i c a l t a s k s as h e l p i n g i n t h e t r a n s i t i o n f r o m a " w o r l d l y " 
l i f e t o t h e l i f e o f p r a y e r and c o n t e m p l a t i o n , and he c a l l s upon t h e 
S i s t e r s t o m a i n t a i n t h e i d e a o f c o n s t a n t s e r v i c e . Each S i s t e r i s t o 
have h e r ti m e s f o r c o n t e m p l a t i o n and f o r work. I n due c o u r s e t h e 
l i f e o f l o v i n g s e r v i c e w i l l come t o t a k e i t s c h a r a c t e r f r o m , and t o 
grow o u t o f , t h e l i f e o f c o n t e m p l a t i o n . T h i s v i s i o n o f t h e k i n d o f 
r e l i g i o u s l i f e t o be l i v e d has governed t h e i d e a s o f t h e Community 
ev e r s i n c e , and because o f i t , a v e r y generous a l l o w a n c e o f t i m e f o r 
p r i v a t e d e v o t i o n has always been p r o v i d e d f o r i n t h e r u l e s . 
HARRIET DAY AND CHARLOTTE GILBERT 
I n a l e t t e r q u o t e d e a r l i e r , t h e name o f "Miss Day" was ment i o n e d . I n 
February 1849 t h e r e came t o Wantage t o j o i n t h e S i s t e r h o o d a Miss 
H a r r i e t Day. Miss Day was t h e d a u g h t e r o f a f a r m e r who l i v e d near 
East F a r l e i g h i n Kent. She came t o hear o f t h e S i s t e r h o o d t h r o u g h 
t h e Reverend Henry W i l b e r f o r c e , youngest b r o t h e r t o t h e t h e n Bishop 
o f O x f o r d , and who was Rector o f East F a r l e i g h . The Rector had done 
a v e r y g r e a t d e a l t o h e l p Miss Day w i t h her r e l i g i o u s p r o b l e m s , and 
i t i s s a i d t h a t he had c o n v e r t e d h e r f r o m S o c i n i a n i s m . I n t h e same 
ye a r , and t h r o u g h t h e same agency, a Miss C h a r l o t t e G i l b e r t , who 
was t h e d a u g h t e r o f a f a r m l a b o u r e r and who had been i n dome s t i c 
s e r v i c e , a l s o j o i n e d t h e l i t t l e band. These two S i s t e r s were t h e 
o n l y ones o u t o f t h o s e who a c t u a l l y e n t e r e d on an i n t e n d i n g 
permanent b a s i s b e f o r e 1850 who remained t o end t h e i r days as 
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S i s t e r s o f t h e Community. Because o f her s o c i a l s t a t u s , C h a r l o t t e 
G i l b e r t was a d m i t t e d as a p r o b a t i o n a r y " l a y " s i s t e r , b u t as we 
s h a l l see, such a d i s t i n c t i o n was p r e s e n t l y f o u n d t o be i n v i d i o u s . 

I n September 1849 Miss Day r e t u r n e d t o East F a r l e i g h on a v i s i t o f 
mercy t o a s s i s t i n t h e n u r s i n g o f t h e v i c t i m s o f t h e t e r r i b l e 
c h o l e r a epidemic o f t h a t y e a r . The Henry W i l b e r f o r c e s were d e e p l y 
engaged i n t h i s work, and on b e i n g asked i f she wanted t o go and 
h e l p , Miss Day s a i d t h a t she had h a r d l y been a b l e t o s l e e p f o r 
t h i n k i n g o f a l l t h o s e involved. 3°The V i c a r ' s e n t r y i n t h e P a r i s h 
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J o u r n a l i s t y p i c a l : 

"September 22 (18493 Miss Day ... went t o E. F a r l e i g h t o n u r s e 
t h o s e i l l w i t h c h o l e r a . We s h o u l d i n d e e d t h a n k God t h a t He has been 
p l e a s e d t o r a i s e 1his h i g h s p i r i t o f s e l f - s a c r i f i c e among us." L a t e r 
on o u t b r e a k s o f c h o l e r a and o t h e r i l l n e s s e s i n Wantage i t s e l f were 
t o engage t h e e n e r g i e s o f t h e S i s t e r s and t o add u r g e n c y t o t h e 
immense work b e i n g done by t h e V i c a r as one o f t h e Town Commissioners 
i n a s s i s t i n g i n s e e i n g t o t h e p r o v i s i o n o f d r a i n a g e and b e t t e r 
s a n i t a t i o n f o r t h e town. 
"ROMAN RUMBLINGS" 
Since such a s t i r was caused by s e c e s s i o n s t o t h e Roman Church, 
such as t h a t o f John Henry Newman i n 1845, i t i s h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g 
t o f i n d h i n t s t h a t u n c e r t a i n t y about t h e i r p o s i t i o n i n t h e E n g l i s h 
Church was t r o u b l i n g t h e minds o f some who were conne c t e d w i t h t h e 
l i t t l e S i s t e r h o o d . W i l l i a m B u t l e r was w e l l aware o f t h e unease and 
was t r o u b l e d b y i t , as i s p r o b a b l y i n d i c a t e d - r a t h e r o b l i q u e l y 
perhaps - by such e n t r i e s i n t h e P a r i s h J o u r n a l as t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

"Dec.19th (1848"} S i s t e r E l i z a b e t h about her young p e o p l e . They 
seem s t r a n g e l y y e a r n i n g f o r t h e higher d o c t r i n e s o f t h e Church". 
A g a i n s t t h i s e n t r y i s added a n o t e d a t e d November 1849: "Let t h i s 
be a w a r n i n g " . Again: "March 2 8 t h [18493 M r « L o c k h a r t , l o d g e d at 
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Mrs. W's., came t o t h e V i c a r a g e . He spoke w i s e l y , q u i t e w i t h o u t 
c o n t r o v e r s y . " Mr. L o c k h a r t was t h e b r o t h e r o f E l i z a b e t h who had 
become a Roman C a t h o l i c a< l i t t l e w h i l e b e f o r e she came t o Wantage. 
He l a t e r t o o k Orders i n t h e Roman Church. 

And a g a i n ; 

"May 1 6 t h (1849] V i s i t e d t h e S i s t e r h o o d f o r some t i m e . May God b l e s s 
t h e i r w ork and g i v e us grace t o r e t a i n them among u s . " I t i s 
p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s sentence r e f e r s t o a d i f f i c u l t y t h a t was b e i n g 
e x p e r i e n c e d by t h e S i s t e r h o o d i n t h e h o l d i n g t o g e t h e r o f d i v e r s e 
elements among t h o s e who v i s i t e d o r worked w i t h t h e S i s t e r h o o d . 
The e n t r y c o n t i n u e s : "The c h i e f d i f f i c u l t y l i e s i n combining t h e 
two elements w h i c h n a t u r a l l y d o n ' t p u l l t o g e t h e r , e l d e r l y ^ a d i e s 
who ask f o r a r e l i g i o u s r e t r e a t , and a c t i v e , e n e r g e t i c l i k e t h e 
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Reverend Mother, who seem i n some sense e q u a l , i f n o t c a l l e d t o 
h i g h e r work." But such d i f f i c u l t i e s , s t r a n g e as i t may seem, were 
at t h i s p e r i o d , o f e x a c t l y t h e k i n d w h i c h s e r v e d t o c o n v i n c e c e r t a i n 
t y p e s o f mind t h a t t h e E n g l i s h Church was i n v a l i d as a Church, and 
c o u l d n o t t h e r e f o r e p r o v i d e c o n d i t i o n s o f l i f e f o r w h i c h t h e y were 
s e e k i n g . 



I t i s n o t a t a l l c l e a r w h e t h e r t h e V i c a r had t h e l e a s t i n k l i n g 
about t h e u n s e t t l e m e n t i n Archdeacon Manning's mind i n 1849. I n 
f a c t t h e Archdeacon had been s t r u g g l i n g w i t h "Roman f e v e r " f o r 
some ye a r s a l r e a d y , c e r t a i n l y w e l l b e f o r e he i n t r o d u c e d Miss 
L o c k h a r t t o t h e V i c a r . I n view o f t h i s , and o f t h e a l l - e m b r a c i n g 
n a t u r e o f Manning's own condemnation o f t h e Church o f England, i t 
w o u l d be easy t o accuse him o f bad f a i t h i n p r o m o t i n g t h e scheme a t 
Wantage w h i c h was so soon t o be d i s o r d e r e d . But i t seems more l i k e l y 
and i t i s a l s o more c h a r i t a b l e - t h a t i t s h o u l d be assumed t h a t 
Manning was by no means s u r e t h a t he h i m s e l f would f e e l bound t o 
submit t o t h e Roman obedience, and was c a s t i n g about i n h i s mind 
t o f i n d what he s h o u l d do, i f a n y t h i n g , about t h e s i t u a t i o n as he 
saw i t . He d i d n o t secede u n t i l 1851, and he d i d , a p p a r e n t l y , 
r e s t r a i n a number o f p e o p l e f r o m d o i n g so, n e a r l y up t o t h e t i m e 
when he renounced h i s A n g l i c a n P r i e s t h o o d and a b j u r e d t h e f a i t h 
o f t h e E n g l i s h Church h i m s e l f . He seems t o have k e p t h i s w o r r i e s 
f r o m many o f h i s f r i e n d s f o r a l o n g w h i l e , b u t i t l o o k s as though 
he r e l i n q u i s h e d h i s d i r e c t s p i r i t u a l o v e r s i g h t o f t h e S i s t e r h o o d 
i n 1850. 
BISHOP WILBERFORCE 
Obedient son o f t h e E n g l i s h Church as he was , t h e V i c a r k e p t Bishop 
W i l b e r f o r c e c l o s e l y i n f o r m e d about h i s p r o j e c t s f o r t h e S i s t e r h o o d . 
The V i c a r was f o r t u n a t e i n h a v i n g W i l b e r f o r c e f o r h i s Bishop. 
W i l b e r f o r c e was t h e most d i s t i n g u i s h e d o f t h e E n g l i s h Diocesan 
Bishops o f t h e day. He c o m p l e t e l y a l t e r e d t h e image o f t h e 
e p i s c o p a t e i n men's minds and, perhaps more t h a n any o t h e r Bishop 
and d e s p i t e c e r t a i n l i m i t a t i o n s o f o u t l o o k , had sympathy f o r 
S i s t e r h o o d s and t h e i r work. Archdeacon Manning was b r o t h e r - i n - l a w 
t o Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e , t h e i r w i v e s now dead, h a v i n g been s i s t e r s . 
No doubt d i s c u s s i o n t o o k p l a c e between them on t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e 
S i s t e r h o o d . A l s o , as a f r e q u e n t v i s i t o r t o L a v i n g t o n , t h e Bishop 
may have been a c q u a i n t e d w i t h Miss L o c k h a r t b e f o r e she came t o 
Wantage. The Bishop's v i e w s about t h e Wantage S i s t e r h o o d do n o t seem, 
however, t o be e x t a n t f o r t h e p e r i o d b e f o r e December 1849, when 
t h e V i c a r e v i d e n t l y c o n s u l t e d him on t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e proposed 
p e n i t e n t i a r y s i s t e r h o o d . 

"Cuddesdon Palace 
Dec.29. 1849. 

"My dear B u t l e r , 
The q u e s t i o n s you asked me about Miss L o c k h a r t * s E s t a b l i s h m e n t 

were h a r d l y d e f i n i t e enough f o r me t o answer. I s h o u l d l i k e much t o 
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have a g e n e r a l scheme o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n , and a g e n e r a l o u t l i n e 
o f t h e proposed r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s e t c . , and t h e n w o u l d g l a d l y 
make ?ny s u g g e s t i o n s w h i c h o c c u r r e d t o me i f t h e y are d e s i r e d ... 

I can q u i t e c o n c e i v e how b e l o v e d Miss L o c k h a r t must be knowing o f 
what s o r t h e r l a b o u r s a r e . I q u i t e s h o u l d w i s h f o r a dom e s t i c c h a p e l 
i n such an E s t a b l i s h m e n t . I have t h e deepest i n t e r e s t i n i t s w e l f a r e 
and w o u l d do a n y t h i n g i n my power t o a i d i t s p r o g r e s s . 

Ever b e l i e v e me t o be a f f e c t l y yours 
34 

S. Oxon." 
W i l b e r f o r c e 1 s i n t e r e s t i n t h e r e l i g i o u s communities w h i c h sprang up 
i n h i s d i o c e s e was undoubted and genuine. A l t h o u g h , as we s h a l l see, 
he h e l d v e r y s t r o n g v i e w s about c e r t a i n a s p e c t s , he d i d n e v e r t h e l e s s 
go o u t o f h i s way t o h e l p on t h e work, and was t o p r o v e a b r a v e , 
w i s e and h e l p f u l f r i e n d t o t h e V i c a r and t o t h e Community. 

I n t h i s same l e t t e r , t h e Bishop answers a quer y about t h e f i t n e s s 
o f t h e Reverend Thomas V i n c e n t , one o f t h e c u r a t e s a t Wantage, t o be 
C h a p l a i n o f t h e new p e n i t e n t i a r y . The V i c a r , v e r y w i s e l y , d i d n o t 
un d e r t a k e t h e c h a p l a i n c y h i m s e l f , a l t h o u g h h i s g u a r d i a n s h i p o f t h e 
S i s t e r h o o d gave him c o n t a c t s as c l o s e as t h o s e o f t h e C h a p l a i n . Mr. 
V i n c e n t remained a t Wantage f o r over t w e n t y y e a r s and was C h a p l a i n 
o f t h e p e n i t e n t i a r y f o r most o f t h a t t i m e . The Bishop e v i d e n t l y 
t h o u g h t i t w i s e o f t h e V i c a r n o t t o u n d e r t a k e t h e C h a p l a i n c y and 
reco r d e d h i s t h o u g h t s about V i n c e n t and h i s c o n c e r n t h a t t h e p o s t 
s h o u l d be c a r e f u l l y f i l l e d : 

"... Then about V i n c e n t : a l l my i m p r e s s i o n s about V i n c e n t a r e t h a t 
he w o u l d be v e r y h e l p f u l i n such a p o s t and w e l l f i t t e d f o r i t . But 
I do n o t know enough o f him t o v e n t u r e a s t r o n g e r o p i n i o n as t o a 
p o s t r e q u i r i n g such p e c u l i a r g i f t s and such v a r i o u s graces f o r a 
man's u s e f u l n e s s t o o t h e r s and s a f e t y t o h i m s e l f . I t needs o f c o u r s e 
g r e a t u p r i g h t n e s s , t e n d e r n e s s , judgement, s k i l l i n d e a l i n g w i t h 
s o u l s , f i r m n e s s and p a t i e n c e , and a l l g r o w i n g o u t o f a r d e n t l o v e 
t o C h r i s t . " 3 5 

THE PENITENTS' HOME 
I t appears t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e d e c i s i o n t o change t o p e n i t e n t i a r y work 
was made i n 1848, t h e d e l a y i n b e g i n n i n g t h e work was due t o s e v e r a l 
t h i n g s . The Archdeacon f e l t a need t o be c e r t a i n so f a r as he c o u l d 
be t h a t t h e change o f work was a c a l l i n g f r o m God : 
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" I have so deep a f e e l i n g o f f e a r a t t h e t h o u g h t o f a t t e m p t i n g , o r 
s u f f e r i n g any f o r whom I must answer t o a t t e m p t such a work as 
has been suggested u n t i l 2 c o n d i t i o n s , 1. t h a t God c a l l s them t o i t ; 
and 2. t h a t His Grace has matured them f o r i t , a r e c l e a r l y 
a s c e r t a i n e d , t h a t I f e e l no a n x i e t y e i t h e r t h a t you ( i . e . B u t l e r " ) 
s h o u l d be c a l l e d on t o y i e l d up what you have f o r a l o n g t i m e i 
( d e s i r e d ) , and t h a t i n such an event t h e r e s h o u l d be o t h e r s l e f t 
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t o c a r r y on your House." 

Another f a c t o r i n t h e d e l a y was t h e Archdeacon's d e s i r e t h a t t h e 
Home s h o u l d be s i t u a t e d i n London w i t h Miss L o c k h a r t as i t s head. 
T h i s a l s o c o n f i r m s t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e V i c a r was i n no p o s i t i o n 
t o d i c t a t e any terms t o Manning and Miss L o c k h a r t . The p r o p o s a l t o 
t r a n s f e r Miss L o c k h a r t does however, seem s t r a n g e , i n view o f t h e 
f a c t t h a t Manning i n t e n d e d t o remove her f r o m t h e v e r y s i t u a t i o n i n 
w h i c h he had p l a c e d h e r , and w h i c h he had a s s u r e d t h e V i c a r w o u l d 
be as permanent as t h e l a t t e r ' s incumbency. The f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t 
g i v e s a l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e p l a n f o r a house i n London; 
Miss A s h i n g t o n w r o t e t o Mrs. Keble : 

"The London ( E s t a b l i s h m e n t ) w i l l l e a v e t h i s ( i . e . t h e house a t 
Wantage) t h e f u r n i t u r e and £50 f o r t h e f i r s t two y e a r s , b u t as t h e 
means w i l l be much d i m i n i s h e d b y t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f Miss L o c k h a r t ' s 
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l a r g e r means, I suppose t h i n g s w i l l be on a d i f f e r e n t s c a l e . " 

But i t was e v e n t u a l l y d e c i d e d t h a t t h e work s h o u l d be s i t u a t e d a t 
Wantage, and a p p a r e n t l y t h i s d e c i s i o n was l a r g e l y due t o r e s p e c t 
f o r t h e V i c a r ' s c h a r a c t e r and g i f t s . N e v e r t h e l e s s t h e Archdeacon 
was n o t v e r y happy about t h e s i t u a t i o n t o b e g i n w i t h , and Mr. 
V i n c e n t , as f u t u r e C h a p l a i n t o t h e Ho«t«^, p a i d a v i s i t t o L a v i n g t o n 
t o see him and t o d i s c u s s m a t t e r s : 

"Great Dean's Ya r d , 
Jan.4, 1850. 

"My v e r y dear V i c a r , 
I ought t o be v e r y t h a n k f u l f o r t h e two days I have been a l l o w e d 

t o spend a t L a v i n g t o n . The Archdeacon was a l o n e , and we t a l k e d 
o v e r a l l t h e p o i n t s I c o u l d t h i n k o f , b e s i d e s t h o s e w h i c h he 
suggested ... I spoke t o him on t h e t h r e e p o i n t s you n o t e d down. 

On t h e 1 s t , t h e need f o r t a k i n g a permanent t o n e , he s a i d he c o u l d 
n o t a d v i s e t h e Rev. Mother t o t h i s ; your b e s t p l a n f o r r e t a i n i n g 
t h e S i s t e r h o o d i n Wantage wo u l d be c o n t i n u i n g t h e g e n t l e r w a t c h f u l n e s s 
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o v e r them w h i c h you have h i t h e r t o e x e r c i s e d ; t h a t b e g i n n i n g t h e 
work a t Wantage was e n t i r e l y o r v e r y much o u t o f p e r s o n a l r e g a r d t o 
y o u r s e l f and e s t i m a t i o n o f y o u r work; t h a t t h e r e was b u t one 
o p i n i o n among t h o s e w i t h whom he was a c t i n g , t h a t Wantage f r o m i t s 
s i t u a t i o n was n o t a s u i t a b l e p l a c e f o r t h e asylum. 

I n t h e o t h e r two p o i n t s he e n t i r e l y c o n c u r r e d w i t h you, t h a t t h e 
c o n n e c t i o n o f t h e S i s t e r h o o d w i t h t h e P a r i s h s h o u l d be k e p t up by 
t h e i r Communicating at a l l F e s t i v a l s , o r even more f r e q u e n t l y , a t t h e 
Mother Church and t h a t t h e Bishop s h o u l d be f u l l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h a l l 
our p l a n s o f o p e r a t i o n , o n l y he w o u l d n o t p u t t h e Bishop i n t o t h e 
d i f f i c u l t p o s i t i o n o f p u b l i c l y a s s e n t i n g t o a l l t h e d e t a i l s o f an 
u n t r i e d e x p e r i m e n t . 

Ever y o u r l o v i n g b r o t h e r , 
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Thomas V i n c e n t . " 

The f i n a l d e c i s i o n t o s i t u a t e t h e P e n i t e n t s 1 Home a t Wantage h a v i n g 
been t a k e n , a house was f o u n d q u i t e q u i c k l y and i t was p u t i n o r d e r 
f o r t h e r e c e p t i o n o f P e n i t e n t s . The house was l e a s e d f r o m t h e Rev­
erend J o s i a h Burd and h i s w i f e , who owned a c e r t a i n amount o f 
p r o p e r t y i n Wantage. The house was s i t u a t e d on t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e o f 
Newbury S t r e e t f r o m t h e c o t t a g e . 

D e s p i t e t h e Archdeacon's views as expressed i n t h e above l e t t e r , 
p l a n s f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e Community upon a permanent base i n Wantage 
were p u t i n hand. A s e a l was c u t f o r t h e Community i n 1849 w h i c h b o r e 
t h e words SIGILLUM SOCIETATIS SANCTAE MARIAE VIRGINIS APUD WANTAGIAM 
MDCCCXLIX. I n t h e e v e n t , however, t h e s e a l was never g i v e n any l e g a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . Whatever p l a n s Miss L o c k h a r t and Manning had been makin< 
w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e l e g a l v o i c e o f t h e S i s t e r h o o d f e l l t o t h e ground 
when t h e y severed t h e i r connexion w i t h Wantage. No f u r t h e r s t e p s were 
t a k e n i n i t h i s m a t t e r u n t i l t h e c o d i f i c a t i o n o f t h e f i r s t C o n s t i t u t i o n s 
i n 1854-1855. T r u s t e e s were t h e n a p p o i n t e d , i n whom was a l s o v e s t e d 
t h e power o f h o l d i n g t h e l a n d w h i c h t h e S i s t e r h o o d a c q u i r e d f o r t h e 
purpose o f b u i l d i n g t h e permanent House. 

Miss L o c k h a r t had t o spend some t i m e i n London n u r s i n g s i c k nXa£*u,if£ 
and t h e opening o f t h e house was d e l a y e d a t h e r w i s h , f r o m January 
2 5 t h u n t i l F e b r u a r y 2nd, 1850. The V i c a r must have expressed some o f 
h i s f e e l i n g s about t h e u n c e r t a i n t y o f t h e p l a n s f o r t h e home t o Miss 
L o c k h a r t , b u t he had e v i d e n t l y won h i s way t o her h e a r t , a l l o f 
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w h i c h i s apparent f r o m t h e f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r w h i c h she w r o t e t o him 
fr o m "31 Cadogan P l a c e " on January 1 4 t h , 1850: 

"Most dear F r i e n d , 
I t would be presumptuous i n me t o say t h a t you have no cause 

t o w r i t e as you do, f o r i t i s n o t f o r me t o j u d g e o f y o u r duties, o r 
o f t h e s e n s i t i v e n e s s o f y o u r c o n s c i e n c e b e f o r e God. Only I may say 
t h i s , t h a t I have no t h o u g h t connected w i t h you b l i t o f l o v e and 
g r a t i t u d e f o r a l l your undeserved k i n d n e s s and l o v e t o me, and o f > 
deep r e v e r e n c e t o you as my P a s t o r . I d a r e n o t say t o you a l l t h a t I 
f e e l o f y o u r l i f e o f " t o i l and s e l f - s a c r i f i c e . N o t h i n g b u t o t h e r and 
p r o b a b l y more p r e s s i n g work has ever k e p t you away f r o m u s , and I 
have never f e l t p e t u l a n t about i t w i t h o u t b e i n g ashamed o f m y s e l f 
a f t e r w a r d s . 

I am d e t a i n e d i n London by t h e i l l n e s s o f Mr. Jacob and h i s d a u g h t e r , 
and I f e e l t h a t I ought n o t t o l e a v e them u n t i l someone can t a k e my 
p l a c e . I hope t h i s may be soon, b u t i n t h e u n c e r t a i n t y I have t h o u g h t 
i t b e t t e r t o d e l a y t h e opening o f t h e Home t i l l t h e Feast o f t h e 
P u r i f i c a t i o n . I f i n d a l s o t h i s day w i l l s u i t t h e Archdeacon b e t t e r 
t h a n t h e Conversion o f S.Paul. I s h o u l d say t h a t t h e women had b e t t e r 
assemble on t h e Tuesday b e f o r e , t h a t i s 2 9 t h January ... I have some 
compensation f o r b e i n g d e t a i n e d h e r e so l o n g a g a i n s t my w i l l i n t h e 
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o p p o r t u n i t y i t g i v e s me o f h v i n g a l o n g t a l k w i t h t h e Archdeacon, 
w h i c h I hope may i n d i r e c t l y h e l p on o u r work more t h a n my p e r s o n a l 
presence a t home." The V i c a r had e v i d e n t l y been d i s c u s s i n g t h e p l a n s 
f o r t h e Home w i t h t h e Bishop, f o r t h e l e t t e r a l s o i n c l u d e s : 

" I am v e r y g l a d t o hear o f y o u r s a t i s f a c t o r y v i s i t t o Cuddesdon . . f ^ 
I t i s u n d o u b t e d l y t o be t a k e n as an i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e p r e s s i n g need 
f o r t h e k i n d o f home about t o be opened t h a t a few women had a l r e a d y 
made a p p l i c a t i o n o r been recommended f o r a d m i s s i o n . Two were t o be 
p r e s e n t a t t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n o f t h e work. 
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The house t a k e n f o r t h e Home was o f t h e Queen Anne p e r i o d , and i t was 
more commodious t h a n t h e c o t t a g e . But t h e c o t t a g e was r e t a i n e d and 

42 
S i s t e r Mary (Miss Reid) and Miss Emma Ryle o c c u p i e d i t f o r t h e t i m e 
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b e i n g w i t h one Hannah S t a f f o r d " t o w a i t upon them and go messages...' 
A f t e r a l l t h e h e s i t a t i o n s and d e l a y s t h e Home was f o r m a l l y opened on 
February 2nd 1850. T h i s d a t e , t h e Feast o f t h e P u r i f i c a t i o n , w h i c h 
saw t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n o f t h e f i r s t permanent work o f t h e S i s t e r h o o d >. 
was ever a f t e r w a r d s k e p t by t h e V i c a r and t h e S i s t e r s as t h e 
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a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e S i s t e r h o o d o f S t . Mary t h e 
44 

V i r g i n . * 

A s e r v i c e o f i n a u g u r a t i o n was h e l d w i t h o u t t h e presence o f t h e 
Bishop, b u t w h i c h was conducted by t h e V i c a r w i t h Archdeacon Manning, 
t h e Rev. Henry W i l b e r f o r c e , t h e Rev. Thomas V i n c e n t "who had a l s o 
a r r a n g e d t h e Chapel"; t h r e e S i s t e r s , presumably Miss L o c k h a r t , Miss 
Reid and Miss Day, and "two a s s i s t a n t f r i e n d s , " who remain unnamed 
i n t h e r e c o r d s b u t were p r o b a b l y Miss G i l b e r t and Miss Ryle. The 
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s e r v i c e began w i t h t h e s a y i n g o f t h e B e n e d i c t i o n " f r o m t h e R i t u a l e . " 
The B l e s s i n g was f o l l o w e d by a C e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e H o l y Communion, 
Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e h a v i n g l i c e n s e d a Chapel w i t h a Communion t a b l e , 
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f o r t h e House. Two o f t h e p e n i t e n t s were a l s o p r e s e n t a t t h e s e r v i c e . 

The V i c a r r e c o r d e d t h a t : "... t h e S e r v i c e was most t h r i l l i n g and one 
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c o u l d n o t b u t r e s t i n f a i t h t h a t God's b l e s s i n g i s upon t h e work." 

E v i d e n t l y some l o c a l p r e j u d i c e s had been roused and a rumour had 
reached t h e V i c a r ' s ears t h a t t h e owners o f t h e house were o b j e c t i n g 
t o t h e use t o w h i c h the house was t o be p u t , f o r l a t e r i n t h e day 
"Vi n c e n t c a l l e d upon t h e Burds t h a t t h e r e m i g h t be no j a r r i n g 
e lement. I t had been s a i d t h a t t h e y o b j e c t e d t o t h i s use o f t h e i r 
house. They q u i t e , as t h e y say, approve o f i t , and w i s h t h e work 
success. Perhaps i t w o u l d have been b e t t e r i n t h i s , as i n o t h e r 
l i k e c ases, t o have t a k e n more t r o u b l e t o i n f o r m them on the 
s u b j e c t . Yet t h e r e w o u l d have been much d i f f i c u l t y i n e x p l a i n i n g 
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m a t t e r s , and I f r e e l y o f f e r e d , i f t h e y r e a l l y o b j e c t e d , t o remove 
i t e l s e w h e r e . " 
The work o f t h e Home was t o house and t o educate t h o s e who came 
under i t s c a r e . I n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n 
and t h e m o r a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f such u n f o r t u n a t e p e r s o n s was 
i n t e g r a l l y bound up w i t h i d e a s o f e d u c a t i o n . 

The s e r v i c e o f i n a u g u r a t i o n o f 'St. Mary's Home f o r P e n i t e n t s ' as 
i t was c a l l e d , p r o b a b l y s e r v e d y e t a n o t h e r p u r p o s e . T h i s was t o g i v e 
some k i n d o f b l e s s i n g t o t h e S i s t e r s f o r t h e work. No f o r m a l 
a d m i s s i o n s e r v i c e was used p r i o r t o 1852. From t h i s day a l s o , 
a l t h o u g h Miss L o c k h a r t had been p r e v i o u s l y t h o u g h t o f as t h e 
"Reverend Mother," she now assumed t h e t i t l e o f f i c i a l l y , as i t were, 
and s i g n e d h e r s e l f " . . . E l i z a b e t h (M.S.)," "M.S." t o s t a n d f o r 
"Mother S u p e r i o r . " 



On the evening of the inauguration, Archdeacon Manning addressed 
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the household, which the V i c a r termed the " f a m i l i a . " Miss 
Lockhart's d e s c r i p t i o n o f the s e r v i c e and of the day appears i n a 
l e t t e r addressed to one who e v i d e n t l y intended t o j o i n h e r s e l f t o 
the work : 

"Peni t e n t s Home" 
"... You w i l l have heard from Mrs. Pretyman of the s a f e a r r i v a l of 
her b e a u t i f u l s c r o l l s , and the a c t u a l beginning of our work. I should 
l i k e you to have been w i t h us on t h a t morning, nothing could have 
looked more solemn and b r i g h t w i t h a l than our l i t t l e Chapel. The 
a l t a r w i t h i t s pure white f r o n t a l , ornamented w i t h f i v e gold c r o s s e s , 
c a n d l e s t i c k s and a l t a r - p l a t e r e a l l y b e f i t t i n g an a l t a r , and between 
the c a n d l e s t i c k s and a three-branched l i g h t i n the c e n t r e four vases, 
very b e a u t i f u l i n themselves, f i l l e d w i th w h i t e c a m e l l i a s , and a 
wreath of fl o w e r s r e s t i n g upon the w i n d o w - s i l l above. 
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We had four p r i e s t s , the Father D i r e c t o r , V i c a r , Chaplain, and 
H. W i l b e r f o r c e . The V i c a r s a i d the O f f i c e f o r B l e s s i n g the House, 
and then the Archdeacon c e l e b r a t e d , the women being allowed to be 
present on t h i s o c c a s i o n . They are not to be so g e n e r a l l y , as the 
Archdeacon does not 1hink i t s a f e f o r them u n t i l they are b e t t e r 
prepared. I n the evening he preached as nobody but he can, t o the 
whole household, dear Swan, who has permission to come t o our O f f i c e s 
being a l s o p r e s e n t . . . " 

Two p e n i t e n t s were a l r e a d y i n r e s i d e n c e i n the house at the opening 
and two more came almost at once. There were funds i n hand s u f f i c i e n t 
f o r the maintenance o f s i x p e n i t e n t s and those working i n the house. 
Miss Lockhart h e r s e l f speaks of the need f o r at l e a s t another £200 
a year f o r the rent and theChaplain' s s a l a r y . For the p r e s e n t the 
Chaplain gave h i s s e r v i c e s , but was f r e e d from some p a r o c h i a l d u t i e s 
to do so. 

A f o r t n i g h t l a t e r Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e had h i s f i r s t o f f i c i a l connexion 
w i t h the new House. Tn the P a r i s h Journal f o r Saturday February 16th, 
1850, i t i s recorded t h a t "Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e addressed the S i s t e r s 
and P e n i t e n t s o f S t . Mary's Home." This v i s i t of the Bishop took 
p l a c e at the beginning of the f i r s t of th e remarkable s e r i e s of 
p a r i s h missions which he organised throughout h i s d i o c e s e . The V i c a r 
took p a r t i n many of these m i s s i o n s . 

TROUBLES 
The work of the Home having been f a i r l y s t a r t e d and got under way, 
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another major blow f e l l updn the V i c a r . 1850 was the year i n which 
the P r i v y Council^gave i t s r u l i n g t h a t the Reverend G.C. Gorham 
should be i n s t i t u t e d to the l i v i n g of Bramford Speke i n the d i o c e s e 
o f E x e t e r , c o n t r a r y to the Bishop of E x e t e r ' s d e s i r e s , and the 
C o u n c i l i s s u e d l e t t e r s mandatory t o t h a t e f f e c t . The question i s a 
complicated one, but the f u r o r e r a i s e d by the P r i v y Council r u l i n g 
was l e s s because of Gorham's views than because churchmen f e l t 
that the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f d o c t r i n a l matters was at the mercy of a 
s e c u l a r c o u r t . Many were shaken i n t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e to the Church 
of England, f e e l i n g s t r o n g l y about the wrongness of the d o c t r i n e 
of Royal Supremacy, p a r t i c u l a r l y i f t h i s k i nd of t h i n g l a y i n i t s 
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power. The V i c a r h i m s e l f was deeply shaken by the Gorham Judgment, 
and although he never f o r a moment d e f i n i t e l y thought of j o i n i n g 
the Church of Rome, he d i d , n e v e r t h e l e s s , f e e l t h a t h i s l o y a l t y t o 
the Church of England was s t r a i n e d t o breaking p o i n t . He r e s o l v e d 
things as best he could, i n h i s own mind, however, by c o n s u l t i n g 
t h a t s a i n t l y , staunch and l o y a l Anglican Churchman, John Keble, who 
had become a very c l o s e f r i e n d . A f t e r t a l k i n g t h i n g s over w i t h 
Keble, the V i c a r f e l t h i m s e l f bound to be l o y a l t o the Church he 
loved, and went out of h i s way to help others i n s i m i l a r d i s t r e s s . 
Two e x t r a c t s from l e t t e r s to Keble w i l l s e r v e i n t h i s p l a c e t o 
i l l u s t r a t e these movements of B u t l e r ' s mind, although he was 
deeply i n v o l v e d i n d i s c u s s i o n s about the matter. 

In a l e t t e r of March 11th he s a i d : 

"... Now t h a t the matter i s f a i r l y (or r a t h e r u n f a i r l y ) 
promulgated, I confess that my heart trembles f o r the r e s u l t s . 
And a f t e r weighing the matter i n such poor way as I am able, I 
can b r i n g myself to contemplate two a l t e r n a t i v e s only, and i t 
seems to me that i t i s my duty e i t h e r t o l e a v e the E s t a b l i s h t 
Church or to give up l i f e and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e i f needful, to work 
towards the R e s t o r a t i o n . I cannot help f e e l i n g t h at any cause Short 
of one of these must be to the s o u l ' s p e r i l . N a t u r a l l y one c l i n g s 
to the l a t t e r . The former seems most awful t o me, and I shrink from 
any c o n d i t i o n which i t i m p l i e s , i . e . from 'nonjuring' Scotch 
E p i s c o p a l or Roman Communion. In regard t o t h e f i r s t I f e e l a dread 
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of s p l i t t i n g , B a b e l i s i n g the Church." 

The V i c a r went on to ask i f he might v i s i t Keble to c o n s i d e r w i t h 
him whether some ki n d of a c t i o n might be taken i n concert by the 
c l e r g y . The whole question of the r e v i v a l of Convocation was r a i s e d 
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as a v i t a l i s s u e by the Gorham Judgment, Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e being 
one of those most i n f l u e n t i a l i n e f f e c t i n g i t s r e s t o r a t i o n . 

A f t e r t h i s v i s i t t o Hursley, B u t l e r wrote to Keble: 

" I l e f t Hursley yesterday a happier and I hope a w i s e r and p a t i e n t e r 
man than when I entered i t . I f e e l peace and confidence i n the 
r e s u l t of our s t r u g g l e . . . " 

I t i s not i r r e l e v a n t t o our present theme to r e a l i z e what were 
B u t l e r ' s own d i f f i c u l t i e s with regard to the Gorham Judgment. As, 
s h o r t l y a f t e r he had fought h i s own b a t t l e on the s u b j e c t , he was 
to be a s s a i l e d by blows from s e v e r a l q u a r t e r s as a r e s u l t of the 
Judgment. Many se c e s s i o n s to Rome took p l a t e , and B u t l e r ' s 
S i s t e r h o o d was not to be l e f t unscathed. The f i r s t i n t i m a t i o n o f 
s e r i o u s t r o u b l e occurs i n an entry i n the P a r i s h J o u r n a l b a r e l y a 
month a f t e r the correspondence w i t h Keble j u s t quoted: 

" A p r i l 17th. Archdeacon Manning came. Much i n t e r e s t i n g though sad 
t a l k w i t h him. I f e a r much t r o u b l e here from one q u a r t e r . May God 
i n His Mercy avert i t and s o f t e n the blow." Although t h i s e n t r y 
g i v e s no s p e c i f i c d e t a i l s , i t c l e a r l y r e f e r s to the p o s s i b l e 
s e c e s s i o n of Miss Lockhart to Rome. I t seems that she d i d not 
c o n f i d e i n the V i c a r , but t o l d Manning, who was a f t e r a l l her 
s p i r i t u a l a d v i s e r , the d i r e c t i o n i n which herthoughts were now 
i r r e s i s t a b l y tending. No doubt Manning thought i t r i g h t to warn 
B u t l e r . Miss Lockhart must have been under v e r y great s t r a i n and 
p r e s s u r e s ever s i n c e her brother and stepmother had become Roman 
C a t h o l i c s , and the V i c a r was c l e a r l y not unaware of the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of l o s i n g one or another of h i s S i s t e r h o o d . The Gorhara d e c i s i o n 
was the l a s t straw f o r many Anglicans who were near the d i v i d e bet­
ween Romanism and Anglicanism. I t seems l i k e l y , from the entry 
to be quoted h e r e a f t e r , t h a t Manning impressed B u t l e r w i t h h i s own 
doubts about the Anglican p o s i t i o n , although he d i d not at t h i s 
time r e l i n q u i s h h i s preferment i n the E n g l i s h Church. In a l e t t e r 
to Robert I s a a c W i l b e r f o r c e dated 25th of t h i s same month, Manning 
s t a t e s h i s c a t e g o r i c a l b e l i e f t h a t "... the Church of England has 
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no r e a l b a s i s . " 

The next e n t r y i n the P a r i s h J o u r n a l concerning Miss Lockhart again 
i n c l u d e s r e f e r e n c e to Archdeacon Manning and i t does not occur 
u n t i l two months a f t e r the v i s i t of the Archdeacon which occasioned 
the V i c a r such sadness. 



"June 12th £1850} Archdeacon Manning came. I h e a r d t h i s day t h a t 
Miss L. had decided on l e a v i n g the Church o f England. T h i s i s a 
heavy blow, but not unexpected. Of course t h e r e was the strong 
i n f l u e n c e of a mother and bro t h e r gone, and the weak support of 
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her s p i r i t u a l a d v i s e r was l i t t l e a b l e to w i t h s t a n d t h e i r weight. 
So she y i e l d e d . " Then with c h a r a c t e r i s t i c g e n e r o s i t y the V i c a r 
c o n t i n u e s : "She has been a great help to us i n every way, s e t t i n g 
before the people the s i g h t of seeking t o f u l f i l our Lord's 
Counsels of P e r f e c t i o n , and i n every way being w e l l - c a l c u l a t e d to 
touch the h e a r t s of rough thoughtless people l i k e o urs. May He who 
sends t h i s g r i e f g i v e us str e n g t h t o bear i t , and save our p a r i s h 
from i n j u r y . I t seems r i g h t to endeavour to c a r r y on the work at any 
r i s k . The P e n i t e n t s have made decided progress and i t would not be 
r i g h t to c a s t them again on the world. There i s every d i s p o s i t i o n 
on the p a r t of Miss L. and the Archdeacon to help us i n t h i s ; and 
I have t h e r e f o r e placed a l l arrangements i n the Bishop's hands." 

With the d e p r i v a t i o n , at one f e l l swoop, o f Miss Lockhart and the 
Archdeacon, f o r i t must have been at t h i s p e r i o d t h a t Manning ceased 
to d i r e c t the Sisterhood, W i l l i a m B u t l e r f e l t q u i t e a t a l o s s how 
best to proceed. Ston he turned to h i s Bishop, who d i d not f a i l him. 
On 16th June, Vincent, as Chapl a i n of the Home, went to London to 
see the Bishop and d i s c u s s matters w i t h him. "He returned... w i t h 
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much encouragement." On the day of Vinc e n t ' s r e t u r n the V i c a r 
noted that "Barker (/the l o c a l doctor} to whom I mentioned our 
p o s i t i o n volunteered h i s p r o f e s s i o n a l s e r v i c e s g r a t i s i f we could 
continue the work - t h i s i s our f i r s t r a y of l i g h t i n t h i s 
t roubled sky." 

The V i c a r had much t o do to keep h i s s h i p a f l o a t . Miss Mary Reid 
may have already announced her i n t e n t i o n o f f o l l o w i n g Miss .Lockhart, 
f o r t h e r e i s a r e f e r e n c e to "the two S i s t e r s " being "shaken and 
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f r i g h t e n e d . " T h i s may r e f e r to Miss Lockhart and Miss Reid, but 
i t seems more l i k e l y to be Miss Reid and Miss Day, S i s t e r Mary and 
S i s t e r H a r r i e t . 

The V i c a r "spent some time at S t . Mary's Home, to t r y to arrange 
matters. A l l being u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . " ^ 0 Miss Lockhart had not y e t 
l e f t , and the s t r a i n i n the house must have been c o n s i d e r a b l e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y as appearances had to be maintained before the inmates 
of the Home. 



On J u n e 21st 1850, "Miss Lockhart l e f t us, a l a s , f o r R o m e t " 6 1 [i .e. 
to prepare f o r r e c e p t i o n i n t o the Roman ChurchJ. Those l e f t i n 
charge of the p e n i t e n t s then r e s i d e n t i n the Home had " c a l l e d and 
looked upon fMiss Lockhart} as t h e i r Mother. How was the news to be 
imparted t o them? What would be the e f f e c t on t h e i r f a i t h and 
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p e n i t e n c e ? " One p e n i t e n t , who had gone to London on b u s i n e s s , 
heard the news and d i d not r e t u r n . Another had r e c e n t l y a r r i v e d 
b e a r i n g an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y r e p u t a t i o n and she had been behaving 
badly. One of Miss Lockhart's l a s t a c t s was to t r y t o r e c l a i m her, 
but she i n s i s t e d upon going. A f t e r t h i s the Chaplain saw the 
remaining " P e n i t e n t s one by one and t o l d them" he h a r d l y knew 
"whether w i t h more sorrow or f e a r , t h a t the Mother had given up the 
work and why; and which was perhaps harder to the f e e l i n g s , and 
harder to e x p l a i n with due regard f o r her goodness , t h e s i n f u l n e s s 
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o f her a c t . " I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t Miss Lockhart's a c t 
could be regarded as genuinely s i n f u l i n E n g l i s h eyes. 
In one sense Miss Lockhart's a c t u a l departure must have eased the 
s t r a i n i n the house, but f o r s e v e r a l months to come the V i c a r had to 
contend with the troubled minds of the remaining S i s t e r s . That 
t h e i r doubt was severe and caused them much s u f f e r i n g i s q u i t e 
c l e a r . S i s t e r H a r r i e t e v i d e n t l y s t i l l turned to Henry W i l b e r f o r c e 
f o r a d v i c e . I t was not very long before he h i m s e l f was to secede, 
and i t may be that the two minds i n t h e i r doubts exacerbated one 
another's s u f f e r i n g , though i n f a i r n e s s to Henry W i l b e r f o r c e i t must 
be assumed t h a t he was a c t i n g i n good f a i t h u The V i c a r had a l s o the 
enormous t a s k of maintaining the work a l r e a d y begun, both with a 
reduced s t a f f and without a strong l e a d e r s h i p i n the S i s t e r h o o d . 
He turned to the Bishop and l a i d before him the doubts a s s a i l i n g t h e 
minds of the remaining S i s t e r s , and h i s need of help i n the work. 
The Bishop's r e p l y i s r e v e a l i n g as showing h i s concern both to 
help with " s o u l s " and to f i n d workers. 

"Reading J u n e 29.1850 
"My dear B u t l e r , 
I never had a more d i f f i c u l t q u estion to s o l v e than as to your two 
' S i s t e r s ' . I f you r e p e l them you may d r i v e them to Rome. I f they 
h e r e a f t e r do (go over to Rome) the damage to Wantage i s c e r t a i n . 
Now t h i s l a s t seems to me on the whole one duty: t h e r e f o r e I am 
convinced t h a t we should say u n l e s s we have a n assurance amounting 
as near as may be to c e r t a i n t y i t i s b e t t e r they should go with 
Miss L: than f o l l o w her h e r e a f t e r . T r y i n g them by t h i s r u l e ; I 

+ See. tf«fc«*. 



t h i n k , from your estimate of t h e i r s t a t e (which I assume as a f a c t ) 
t h a t Miss Day may s t a y ( i f she gives up H.W.W. as an a d v i s e r , ) but 
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t h a t the other S i s t e r had b e t t e r be encouraged to migrate at once. 

I have today heard t h a t from p a r e n t a l o b j e c t i o n s we must g i v e up the 
Lady I had hoped f o r as Miss L's s u c c e s s o r : has Vincent heard from 
Miss Lesson. A l l under God depends on t h i s choice..."*' 5 

I n s p i t e of t h i s l e t t e r c o n t a i n i n g advice the V i c a r must have 
acted upon,the doubts of the two S i s t e r s were not so e a s i l y resolved; 
and the V i c a r continued t o keep the Bishop informed of the s t r u g g l e s 
as they went on. A f u r t h e r l e t t e r from the Bishop i l l u s t r a t e s t h i s : 

"Brougham H a l l . Sept.27. 1850 
"My dear B u t l e r , 
... Now as t o the Home. I am more and more convinced, t h a t to g i v e 
i t the Church of E. c h a r a c t e r without which n e i t h e r you or I w i l l 
or h o n e s t l y can have anything to do-with i t , we must un s p a r i n g l y 
exclude e v e r y t h i n g Romish and c u l t i v a t e the Church tone of 
R. Hooker, Bishop Andrewes e t c : . Now to do t h i s I am a l s o convinced 
that w i t h sweeping away the "ora etc':" and ornaments we must make 
the c o s t l i e r s a c r i f i c e of s o u l s which are r e a l l y p e r v e r t e d t o Rome. 
We do b e l i e v e i n her abuses and t h a t they endanger s o u l s f o r which 
C h r i s t d i e d . We must p a r t the t a i n t e d sheep from the u n t a i n t e d , and 
I t h e r e f o r e am c l e a r t h at these two S i s t e r s must be put away..." 

Miss Reid d i d j o i n Miss Lockhart but e x a c t l y when i s not known. Miss 
Day continued to s t r u g g l e on f o r a time and i n her c a s e i t seems 
th a t the Roman Communion i n i t s e l f was not drawing h e r . At f i r s t she 
avoided the V i c a r , running away at h i s approach, being a very shy 
person. A l e t t e r from Miss Ryle to Archdeacon Manning i l l u s t r a t e s 
her misery: 

"15th Oct. 1850 
"... Do you know I can't help being v e r y anxious and unhappy about 
poor S i s t e r H a r r i e t . I am a f r a i d of her GOING OUT OF HER MIND. She 
comforts h e r s e l f by an occasional! outpour to me, and I had a l e t t e r 
t h i s morning. 

This i s what she says of h e r s e l f i n one p a r t . "Oh how I wish I 
could run away from myself. Sometimes I am o b l i g e d to go out, and 
I walk and run t i l l I f e e l I can go no f a r t h e r , then I s i t down 
and c r y , then I set o f f a g a i n . " 



She longs f o r more " a c t i v e work" but i f she lea v e s S t . Mary's 
Home she does not know where to go, she s a y s ; i n short she 
d e s c r i b e s h e r s e l f as almost b e s i d e h e r s e l f . She says S i s t e r Mary ha 
promised the V i c a r never to t a l k to her or all o w her to t a l k on the 
s u b j e c t w i t h her, and I doubt whether t h i s can be good f o r h e r , 
because though she has l o s t her f a i t h , she says, i n the Church of 
England, yet she never t h i n k s of what she could have f a i t h in,'and 
r e s o l u t e l y without i n q u i r i n g i n t o the question determines not t o be 
a Roman C a t h o l i c , so t h a t r e a l l y you see she i s a l l o w i n g her mind 
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to run a d r i f t , and yet p e r f e c t l y powerless..." 

E v e n t u a l l y S i s t e r H a r r i e t ' s d i s t r e s s of mind was assuaged, l a r g e l y 
by the V i c a r , and they became f a s t f r i e n d s . S i s t e r H a r r i e t had a 
great f u t u r e before her, and no doubt her own s t r u g g l e s helped t o 
temper her f o r the work she was de s t i n e d t o do. 

Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e continued to be concerned f o r the Home and one 
l e t t e r of late"1850 demonstrates t h i s . I t a l s o looks as though the 
V i c a r ' s immediate problems with the Home abated as the year went on 
as the Bishop asks c e r t a i n questions which seem to i n d i c a t e t h a t 
the V i c a r had not consulted him on the s u b j e c t f o r a time. 

"Cuddesdon Palace 
Dec.6. 1850 

"... The only other matters which occur to me are t h e s e : -
1. What i s the present c o n d i t i o n of the Home. I hope t h a t the 
d i r e c t l y Romanizing things introduced by Miss Lockhart... are a l l 
thoroughly swept away. E l s e a hard blow might be h i t t h e r e 
a g a i n s t both o^ us... 

Then what i s the s t a t e of the House now as to inmates. I have been 
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f o r some time meaning to w r i t e and ask you..." 

The Wantage S i s t e r h o o d d i d indeed have i t s t r o u b l e s during 1850, an 
as we have seen the V i c a r kept h i m s e l f w e l l up to date w i t h events 
i n the Church of England g e n e r a l l y . Perhaps a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the 
entry i n the P a r i s h Journal f o r the day on which Miss Lockhart 
l e f t f o r Rome w i l l sum up the f e e l i n g of the time and c l o s e t h i s 
f i r s t t r o u b l e d chapter of the l i f e of the Community of S t . Mary 
the V i r g i n . 
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69 June 21st 1850. " I n the afternoon the Houblens brought t h e Bishop 
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of Brechin, who gave a v e r y deplorable account of the s t a t e o f 
f e e l i n g i n London. Men are g i v i n g up, without s t r i k i n g a blow, and 
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l a p s i n g i n t o a s u l l e n i n f i d e l i t y , e s p e c i a l l y i n the Belgrave Square 
and a r i s t o c r a t i c neighbourhoods where High Church p r i n c i p l e s have 
been widely sown and g r e e d i l y caught. Now they say "we have nothing 
to b e l i e v e " . He speaks uncomfortably of the l a i t y i n Scotland 
as i n d i f f e r e n t and i r r e l i g i o u s , those belonging to the Church. 
May He who d w e l l e t h on high, i n His Mercy hush t h e s e winds and 
l u l l t hese waves which rage h o r r i b l y a g a i n s t His Church!" 
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CHAPTER I I 1850-1852 

DIFFICULT YEARS 
A f t e r Miss Lockhart had departed from Wantage, Wil l i a m B u t l e r was 
l e f t i n great d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h regard to t h e S i s t e r h o o d of S t . 
Mary's House. He had a l s o t o t r y to r e s o l v e these problems w h i l e 
c a r r y i n g on undiminished the o r d i n a r y work of the p a r i s h . I t i s t r u e 
t h a t he had a s t a f f of c u r a t e s , but the volume of work t o be done 
and the standards he s e t demanded the utmost e f f o r t on the p a r t o f 
a l l who worked w i t h him. Now he had both the i n f a n t S i s t e r h o o d and 
the burden of the P e n i t e n t i a r y upon h i s hands as w e l l . 

The S i s t e r h o o d c o n s i s t e d of S i s t e r H a r r i e t , Miss C h a r l o t t e G i l b e r t , 
who was on probation as a l a y s i s t e r , but who / f i l l e d the post of 
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" M i s t r e s s of the P e n i t e n t s " ; and u n t i l she followed Miss Lockhart 
t o Rome, which happened very soon aft e r w a r d s , S i s t e r Mary (Miss 
Reid) . The V i c a r had great hopes of Miss Ashington, as :was noted 
i n Chapter I,*but she was not y e t f r e e to g i v e her whole time to 
the S i s t e r h o o d . Also t h e r e was no " S u p e r i o r " t o guide the S i s t e r s 
and the work of the Home. The two younger women, Miss Emily P r e n t i s S 
and Miss E l i z a b e t h Roberts, had dropped out, probably some time 
be f o r e Miss Lockhart l e f t , but such records as t h e r e a r e do not 
i n d i c a t e when. A l l t h a t remains i s a later note i n the V i c a r ' s hand 
i n the P a r i s h Journal a g a i n s t the assessment of E l i z a b e t h Roberts 
quoted i n Chapter I , which although i t i s n e a r l y i l l e g i b l e , i n d i c a t e s 
that the V i c a r came to f e e l h i m s e l f mistaken i n h i s f i r s t i mpressions 
of h e r . 

A p p l i c a t i o n was made to Miss S e l l o n a t Devonport f o r the loan o f a 
S i s t e r to undertake the charge of the S i s t e r h o o d , and e n q u i r i e s were 
made among f r i e n d s , but no one was forthcoming who could f i l l the 
p o s i t i o n . In a l e t t e r to Mr. Keble w r i t t e n i n J u l y 1850 the V i c a r 
wrote: 
"Now we a r e i n much t r o u b l e to keep the work up; we have no one on 
whom we can r e s t , indeed the household i s a body without a backbone, 
j u s t standing up and no more. The Bishop k i n d l y o f f e r s t o do a l l he 
can f o r u s . But he i s overwrought w i t h so many t h i n g s . And my hands 
are indeed so overloaded t h a t I can [ h a r d l y ] keep what i s on them 
al r e a d y . Vincent holds up nobly. Can you f i n d anyone f o r u s ? " 

So f a r as personnel were concerned one ray of l i g h t broke through at 
some point w i t h i n the ensuing s i x months. A Miss Catherine (or 
K a t h e r i n e ) Hedger o f f e r e d h e r s e l f f o r the work, apparently on hearing 
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of the urgent need through a f r i e n d , but c l e a r l y t h i s d i d not happen 
at once. 

Another major problem concerned the f i n a n c i a l upkeep o f the Home. 
The l o s s of Miss Lo.ckhart's income was a c o n s i d e r a b l e d e p r i v a t i o n , 
and a f t e r 1850 the p o s i t i o n became very p r e c a r i o u s indeed. Miss 
Lockhart d i d , however, behave v e r y generously on her withdrawal from 
th e work. She l e f t " a l l t h a t had been s u b s c r i b e d , which was s u f f i c i e n t 
f o r o c a r r y i n g on (the work of the Home) as i t was u n t i l t h e 
anni v e r s a r y of i t s opening"; she a l s o "undertook to pay the rent o f 
the house t i l l Lady Day 1851; as w e l l as t i l l t he Midsummer 
f o l l o w i n g , the rent o f C t n e3 second house, which ... belongs to the 
Si s t e r h o o d and was necessary f o r those S i s t e r s who could not be 
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accommodated i n the house." T h i s "second house" was, of course, the 
cottage which had been the home o f the l i t t l e community s i n c e J u l y 
1848. These arrangements meant t h a t the f i n a n c i a l problem d i d not 
become acute at once and the V i c a r t o l d Mr. Keble t h a t "We are not 
at p resent i n want of money, f o r the h e a v i e s t and main expenses a r e 
f r a n k t to the end of the year. But the a n x i e t y i s b o u n d l e s s . " 4 

The V i c a r f e l t h i m s e l f bound to continue the work of the p e n i t e n t i a r y 
f o r a number of reasons. There was t o be considered, the progress 
made by the Penitents already committed to the Home, and to whom 
i r r e p a r a b l e harm might be done were they t o be c a s t upon the world 
again. Again, other than the house r e c e n t l y opened at Clewer under 
Mrs. Tennant, t h e r e was i n e f f e c t nowhere e l s e to send the poor 
inmates. There were, i t i s t r u e , a few p e n i t e n t i a r i e s and Magdalene 
homes which had been founded i n the eighteenth and e a r l y nineteenth 
c e n t u r i e s , but they^were only e i g h t i n number and t h e i r a v a i l a b l e 
accommodation was t o t a l l y inadequate to meet the contemporary need. 
I t was estimated t h a t t h e s e few homes provided a t o t a l of four 
hundred and forty-one v a c a n c i e s , w h i l e the number o f p r o s t i t u t e s 
i n the s t r e e t s - o f London alone ran i n t o thousands. 5 Added to t h i s , 
the number of a p p l i c a n t s who had had, a l r e a d y , t o be r e f u s e d admitt­
ance to the Wantage Home because of sheer l a c k of space t o l d i t s own 
take of the need that e x i s t e d . I n f a c t a l l the i n d i c a t i o n s pointed 
not merely to the n e c e s s i t y t h a t the work diould not be r e l i n q u i s h e d , 
but r a t h e r that i t should be enlarged. 

I THE EXPERIMENT CONTINUES 
(a) SISTER HARRIET AND SISTER CHARLOTTE 
With regard to the doubts about the E n g l i s h Church e n t e r t a i n e d by 



S i s t e r H a r r i e t , the V i c a r g r a d u a l l y a s s i s t e d her to l a y them t o 
r e s t . The s e c e s s i o n of Henry W i l b e r f o r c e was a s e r i o u s blow to her, 
f o r she " f e l t she owed t o him her very s o u l . " S u r e l y "the s t e p he 
had taken must be r i g h t , and she would f o l l o w him and her f r i e n d 
Miss Lockhart, to whom she had deeply attached h e r s e l f , i n t o the 
Church o f Rome. Thus she argued, but the V i c a r would not l e t her go 
without seeking to convince her i n calmer moments of her e r r o r , and 
to r e t a i n her i n the E n g l i s h Church. He i n v i t e d her to s t a y a t the 
Vicarage; w h i l e t h e r e he not only i n s t r u c t e d her d a i l y as to the 
p o s i t i o n of the Church of her baptism, but g r a d u a l l y gained the deep 
a f f e c t i o n of her nature, and the v i s i t was the beginning o f a 
f r i e n d s h i p which strengthened as the y e a r s went on."^ But as l a t e 
as J u l y 1851 the V i c a r noted t h a t S i s t e r H a r r i e t was s t i l l "much 
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t r i e d by H.WiiW's attempts t o draw her to Rome." 

For a number o f ye a r s S i s t e r C h a r l o t t e continued to be known as the 
"M i s t r e s s of the P e n i t e n t s , " but i n due course her " l a y " s t a t u s was 
to be ab o l i s h e d and she was to prepare to enter the S i s t e r h o o d on 
the same " c h o i r " f o o t i n g as S i s t e r H a r r i e t . T h i s came about p a r t l y 
because i n the s i t u a t i o n t h a t obtained i t was q u i t e unthinkable t o 
t r y to maintain separate o r d e r s o f " c h o i r " and " l a y " p e r s o n n e l . 
William B u t l e r took expert a d v i c e before he a c t u a l l y made t h i s 
d e c i s i o n , but i t was to be of the utmost s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the f u t u r e 
l i f e of the Community. From t h i s precedent a p r i n c i p l e governing 
the l i f e o f the Community was t o be d e r i v e d which was never t o be 
a l t e r e d or r e l i n q u i s h e d . No d i v i s i o n i n t o " c h o i r " and " l a y " has ever 
occurred s i n c e t h a t time, and each S i s t e r has always taken her p a r t , 
so f a r as i n l a y , i n a l l the d u t i e s and domestic chores which 
would otherwise have been d i v i d e d between two such o r d e r s . 
(b) FINANCE 
F i n a n c i a l matters were t o remain a problem f o r many y e a r s , as w i l l 
be seen i n the course of t h i s study. The upkeep o f the Home 
remained dependent upon r e g u l a r s u b s c r i p t i o n s and c h a r i t a b l e 
donations, and l a t e r a l s o upon help from the Church P e n i t e n t i a r y 
A s s o c i a t i o n . I n these e a r l y days S i s t e r s were r e q u i r e d t o c o n t r i b u t e 
towards t h e i r keep from t h e i r p e r s o n a l income, and the p r i n c i p l e , of 
accepting S i s t e r s who had no p r i v a t e means was not e s t a b l i s h e d u n t i l 
a c o n s i d e r a b l e time had ela p s e d . Indeed i t i s d i f f i c u l t to see how 
the work could have continued without t h e S i s t e r s * c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 
( c ) GUIDANCE 
In the absence o f Miss Lockhart and having f a i l e d to f i n d a s u i t a b l e 
s u b s t i t u t e to take her p l a c e as Sup e r i o r of the little.Community, 
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the V i c a r h i m s e l f assumed i t s guidance f o r the time being, w h i l e 
p r a y i n g e a r n e s t l y t h a t someone would i n time be forthcoming, who 
might f i t t i n g l y undertake t h e t a s k . 
(d) WORK 

For the next decade the work o f the Home and the d u t i e s undertaken 
i n the p a r i s h by the Sisterhood were t o be c a r r i e d on w i t h the h e l p 
of " E x t e r i o r " S i s t e r s , o c c a s i o n a l v i s i t o r s and S i s t e r s who o f f e r e d 
themselves f o r s h o r t periods of s e r v i c e . The number of those who 
gave - or were indeed able to g i v e - themselves permanently to the 
l i f e of the Si s t e r h o o d i n c r e a s e d v e r y s l o w l y at Wantage compared 
w i t h the growth, f o r example, of the Sisterhood at Clewer. But i t 
should be n o t i c e d that the p r i n c i p l e of short-term s e r v i c e was an 
accepted one, and e a r l y forms of admission s e r v i c e g i v e e x p l i c i t 
r e c o g n i t i o n o f i t . But more w i l l be s a i d on thes e matters i n due 
co u r s e . 

I I BISHOP WILBERFORCE 
We must r e t r a c e our st e p s a l i t t l e , i n time, from the end o f 
Chapter I , i n order to p i c k up the strands o f the l i f e o f the 
Siste r h o o d which were not severed w i t h Miss Lockhart's departure and 
Archdeacon Manning's relinquishment o f the d i r e c t i o n of the 
Community. I t was noted t h a t i n h i s p e r p l e x i t y the V i c a r turned t o 
h i s Bishop f o r a d v i c e . The Bishop, w h i l e deprecating any p r a c t i c e s 
which seemed to savour of "popery", was, n e v e r t h e l e s s , very 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the growth o f S i s t e r h o o d l i f e i n h i s d i o c e s e and d i d 
a l l he could to f o s t e r i t , a l b e i t w i t h a few r e s e r v a t i o n s i n c e r t a i n 
matters. He v i s i t e d t he Home to encourage and ad v i s e the S i s t e r s . He 
a l s o advised the V i c a r t o remove from the S i s t e r h o o d and t o a b o l i s h 
i n the house a l l " d i r e c t l y Romanizing t h i n g s " which had "been 
in t r o d u c e d by Miss Lockhart and borne ... f o r her sake" although 
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"objected to by me." I t i s not c l e a r what a l l t h e s e t h i n g s were but 
i t i s probably s a f e to assume t h a t they i n c l u d e d the f o l l o w i n g : 
1. The disc o n t i n u a n c e of the use of some L a t i n devotions and Roman 
C a t h o l i c d e votional books, and of ornaments such as c r u c i f i x e s . I n 
h i s l e t t e r to the V i c a r of September 27th 1850, Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e 
speaks of "sweeping away the Ora e t c : , and ornaments..." Also i n a 
l e t t e r of 1854 to an unknown correspondent at Clewer (perhaps Mrs. 
Monsell h e r s e l f ) , the Bishop d i r e c t s t h a t the S i s t e r s must not be 
allowed "to wear openly, or e x h i b i t i n t h e i r rooms, images or 

g 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s which the Church o f England d i s c o u r a g e s . " T h i s 
l e t t e r can be pre s s e d i n t o s e r v i c e because t h e r e i s no reason t o 
thi n k t h a t the Bishop had d i f f e r e n t views at the e a r l i e r p e r i o d . 
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2. The Bishop may w e l l have require*! a m o d i f i c a t i o n o f the r u l e of 
Confession, such as i t was. I t has a l r e a d y been noted t h a t Archdeacon 
Manning was known as the "Father Director** and t h a t he had v i s i t e d 
the Home at i n t e r v a l s , without doubt to g i v e counsel and hear 
c o n f e s s i o n s . I t w i l l be remembered t h a t Miss Lockhart had been 
under h i s d i r e c t i o n b e f o r e she e v e r came to Wantage. Bishop 
W i l b e r f o r c e ' s views on c o n f e s s i o n , d i r e c t i o n and the use of Roman 
C a t h o l i c devotions so f a r as S i s t e r h o o d s were concerned, were commi­
t t e d to w r i t i n g and they are of s u f f i c i e n t importance to be quoted 
i n some d e t a i l . 

"Thus as t o the disputed q u e s t i o n o f Confession, we must make 
p r o v i s i o n t h a t those whose con s c i e n c e s are burdened w i t h any weighty 
matter may be a b l e , before communicating, to open t h e i r g r i e f to 
some d i s c r e e t m i n i s t e r of God's Word and Sacraments, t h a t by h i s 
m i n i s t r y they may r e c e i v e the b e n e f i t o f a b s o l u t i o n , together w i t h 
g h o s t l y counsel and advice. But we must not provide t h a t what the 
Church o f England so m a n i f e s t l y t r e a t s as an o c c a s i o n a l remedy f o r 
e x c e p t i o n a l cases should become the e s t a b l i s h e d r u l e o f t h e i r 
o r d i n a r y s p i r i t u a l l i f e . But here I must point out ... what appears 
to me a most important d i f f e r e n c e between what we provide and e n j o i n 
and what we allow or do not f o r b i d . We must provide and e n j o i n what 
we c o n s i d e r t o be i n s t r i c t accordance w i t h t h e mind of the Church 
o f England; but as one of her l e a d i n g p r i n c i p l e s i s to l e a v e a l a r g e 
l i b e r t y to the individual c o n s c ience, we s h a l l be a c t i n g according t o 
her teaching i f ... we endeavour to l e a d her c h i l d r e n to what we 
b e l i e v e to be her mind ..." The Bishop goes on t o say t h a t the 
Church of England cannot provide f o r the l i f e o f S i s t e r s "who would 
d e s i r e and probably have p r a c t i s e d constant c o n f e s s i o n , [ i . e . b efore 
entry, presumably} who would wish to submit t h e i r l i v e s t o the 
d i r e c t i o n o f a p r i e s t , who would cratfe a f t e r books of Roman C a t h o l i c 
devotion, simple or adapted f a dig at Dr. Pusey} and who would 
probably d e s i r e to wear and see c r u c i f i x e s and the l i k e . " Nor d i d 
he t h i n k t h a t S i s t e r s should be allowed to p r a c t i s e c o n t i n u a l 
c o n f e s s i o n t o , o r e r e c t i n t o d i r e c t o r s the Warden or Chaplains of 
(the) h o u s e . " 1 0 

Although the V i c a r was h i m s e l f an advocate f o r the use o f Confession 
seeing i t as an a i d to g r e a t e r h o l i n e s s of l i f e , he d i s a g r e e d 
n e v e r t h e l e s s w i t h such p r a c t i c e s as the "enforcement of f a s t i n g 
Communion", and the "making c o n f e s s i o n a matter of s a l v a t i o n , o r at 
l e a s t a duty f o r every s o u l . . . n 1 1 So although i n many r e s p e c t s he 
h e l d more "advanced" T r a c t a r i a n views than W i l b e r f o r c e he must have 
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concurred q u i t e r e a d i l y i n the l a t t e r ' s requirements. 

3. The Bishop d e f i n i t e l y r e q u i r e d a m o d i f i c a t i o n of the r e l i g i o u s 
d ress worn by the S i s t e r s , and introduced by Miss L o c k h a r t . 
W i l b e r f o r c e ' s views on t h i s s u b j e c t were of the s t r o n g e s t , as may 
be i l l u s t r a t e d by the f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t from a l e t t e r of 1865 to a 
clergyman who was seeking to r e s t o r e the Benedictine l i f e to the 
E n g l i s h Church. 

" . . ( a ) your adoption of a d r e s s , never s u i t e d to E n g l i s h h a b i t s -
and now pre-eminently u n s u i t a b l e i s a s a c r i f i c e of the k e r n e l to 
the s h e l l such as I have h a r d l y ever seen e q u a l l e d . 
(b) That i n adopting t h i s s t a r t l i n g e x t e r i o r you a r e a c t i n g i n 
d i r e c t o p p o s i t i o n to the p r i n c i p l e on which the Order you have 

di d a c t . For they took the d r e s s t o h e l p the work. You 
mar the work to have the dress ... you are s a c r i f i c i n g everywhere 
the great r e a l i t y f o r which you have s a c r i f i c e d y o u r s e l f to the 
p u e r i l e i m i t a t i o n of a past phase o f s e r v i c e which i t i s ... 

12 
i m p o s s i b l e f o r you t o r e v i v e i n England...* 1 

The Bishop d i d not need to use such strong language to W i l l i a m 
B u t l e r . Indeed the V i c a r t e s t i f i e d t h a t t h e Bishop always 

13 
"enforced h i s o p i n i o n s " "most t e n d e r l y and d e l i c a t e l y " . The V i c a r 
had, h i m s e l f , always wished the S i s t e r s to d r e s s i n c o n s p i c u o u s l y and 
the n e a r e s t contemporary account shows the S i s t e r s as having r e v e r t e d 
to "ordinary b l a c k d r e s s e s w i t h l i n e n c o l l a r s and c u f f s , and muslin 
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or net caps w i t h gophered borders, and t i e d under the chin." The 
caps "with gophered b o r d e r s " may have been a development from t h e 
e a r l i e s t s t y l e s . 
T h i s e x t r a c t from W i l b e r f o r c e * s l e t t e r a l s o s e r v e s as an a d d i t i o n a l 
i l l u s t r a t i o n o f h i s i d e a t h a t r e l i g i o u s communities i n the Church of 
England should not be s l a v i s h i m i t a t i o n s of Roman C a t h o l i c o r d e r s . 

4. There were minor changes i n terminology. For example W i l l i a m 
B u t l e r never assumed the t i t l e " Father D i r e c t o r " nor i s t h e r e any 
evidence t h a t the S i s t e r s used i t o f him. Indeed he c a l l e d h i m s e l f 
"Bishop's Commissary", s e e i n g h i s a u t h o r i t y over the Sisterhood as 
d e r i v e d from t h a t of the Bishop. 

5. Regarding the question of the permanency o f r e s i d e n c e of the 
S i s t e r s w i t h i n the Community. I t i s not known e x a c t l y how Miss 
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Lockhart had viewed the question of vows but she c e r t a i n l y 
intended, on f i r s t coming to Wantage, to d e d i c a t e h e r s e l f f o r l i f e , 
and she may have expressed h e r s e l f on the s u b j e c t i n terms of 
"c o n s e c r a t i o n " or " p r o f e s s i o n " . Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e ' s a t t i t u d e was 
th a t t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s contained i n such terms ' savour%4$ of the 
worst e v i l s o f Rome1, and he would not t o l e r a t e the i d e a of vows, 
nor would he consent to the b i n d i n g of S i s t e r s to the l i f e by a 
promise of p e r p e t u a l f i d e l i t y ! His views may be i l l u s t r a t e d by the 
f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t from a l e t t e r t o a p r i e s t who c o n s u l t e d him about 
a young woman who wished to d e d i c a t e her l i f e t o God. 

"My dear M. - I t i s not p o s s i b l e f o r me to read the account you have 
given me of t h i s young person without great i n t e r e s t and a deep 
sympathy i n her r e l i g i o u s d e s i r e s . G ladly would I strengthen by 
any allowed m i n i s t r a t i o n s of mine such holy purposes and a c t s . But 
when you ask me to gi v e her the a p o s t o l i c a l b e n e d i c t i o n on her 
•public r e s o l u t i o n of c h a s t i t y and devotion to C h r i s t ' , you ask me 
to do what , w i t h ray sense of the c e r t a i n danger and probable 
unlawfulness of vows which C h r i s t has not appointed, i t i s q u i t e 
i m p o s s i b l e f o r me to do. Such a r e s o l u t i o n made p u b l i c l y and 
i n appearance and i n t e n t i o n confirmed by a Bishop's act i s , 
whatever d i s t i n c t i o n may be d i s c o v e r e d by an ingenious mind, r e a l l y , 
and bona f i d e , a vow. A s e c r e t r e s o l u t i o n can only b i n d a person 
sub modo. But such a p u b l i c and o f f i c i a l engagement, i f i t means 
anything, means t h a t without a l i k e s a n c t i o n the engagement w i l l not 
be r e l a x e d . Now even a s e c r e t r e s o l u t i o n of c h a s t i t y , e t c , i s what I 
should dissuade ... 

No one has, without God's express appointment, a r i g h t , i n my 
judgment, to b i n d themselves f o r the f u t u r e i n such matters. Let them 
f o l l o w the guiding hand of God from day to day and r e l y f o r 
p e r s e v e r i n g i n a course o f r i g h t o r s e r v i c e on His d a i l y g i f t s o f 
guiding, e n l i g h t e n i n g , strengthening grace, and not on the st r e n g t h 
of any p a s t vow or r e s o l u t i o n . . . " * 5 

Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e maintained these views throughout h i s episcopate 
and they a p p l i e d to a l l the communities i n h i s d i o c e s e w i t h which he 
had d e a l i n g s . In 1862 i n a debate on Sisterhoods i n the Upper House 
of the Convocation of Canterbury he s t a t e d t h a t i n h i s d i o c e s e he 
had "uniformly made i t t h e c o n d i t i o n o f f h i s j connection w i t h t h e s e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t t h e i r s t a t u t e s s h a l l s t a t e e x p l i c i t l y t h a t the 
inmates are bound only so long as they p l e a s e to continue i n the 
S o c i e t y . " 1 6 
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17 A.M. A l l c h i n suggests t h a t the Bishop may have r e q u i r e d the 
relinquishment of contact w i t h Dr. Pusey, drawing t h i s i n f e r e n c e 
from a s i t u a t i o n which arose at Clewer a t a l a t e r date. T h i s may 
have been the c a s e c e r t a i n l y , but i t seems open t o doubt on one or 
two counts. In the f i r s t p l a c e , although the V i c a r knew Dr. Pusey, 
t h e r e i s l i t t l e evidence at p r e s e n t that the l a t t e r had been 
s u f f i c i e n t l y concerned i n the e a r l i e s t foundation of the Wantage 
Si s t e r h o o d to warrant such a p r o h i b i t i o n . I n the second p l a c e when 
f u r t h e r t r o u b l e s occurred a few y e a r s l a t e r , the V i c a r went and 
a c t u a l l y had a long talk w i t h Dr. Pusey about S i s t e r h o o d s . Unless 
such an i n t e r d i c t had been temporary, i t i s i n c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t 
B u t l e r would have done t h i s as he was deeply imbued w i t h the 
T r a c t a r i a n s p i r i t of submission to e p i s c o p a l a u t h o r i t y , and h i s 
l o y a l t y and obedience to W i l b e r f o r c e are not i n q u e s t i o n . 

Whatever the m o d i f i c a t i o n s r e q u i r e d however, Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e 
did i n f a c t l e a v e the V i c a r f r e e to promote the l i f e and work of the 
S i s t e r h o o d i n h i s own way, always h o l d i n g h i m s e l f a v a i l a b l e to help 
and a d v i s e . The Bishop even l e f t t h e V i c a r f r e e to use p r a c t i c e s 
o f a more "high 1 1 or "advanced" nature than he h i m s e l f q u i t e approved. 
T h i s came about because the Bishop had complete f a i t h i n B u t l e r ' s 
obedience to the Church of England. He had w r i t t e n of B u t l e r i n 
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1848: "He seems to me more to combine the good of the E v a n g e l i c a l 
P a r t y w i t h the devotion of the High Church than almost any young 
man I know. His only danger i s on the l a t t e r s i d e . " 
Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e ' s strong views about the danger o f "Romanizing" 
may seem a l i t t l e e x c e s s i v e . But i n view of the antagonism towards 
Rome which p r e v a i l e d i n the Church o f England and when i t i s 
remembered t h a t h i s b r o t h e r s and both h i s b r o t h e r s - i n - l a w a l l became 
Roman C a t h o l i c s , thus d i s r u p t i n g a very c l o s e f a m i l y u n i t y , a 
d i s t o r t i o n i n h i s views i s understandable. W i l b e r f o r c e was a v e r y 
a f f e c t i o n a t e man and a s e n s i t i v e one i n many ways. 

I l l OPPOSITION 
The next few y e a r s a f t e r t he s e c e s s i o n s were hard and anxious ones 
f o r W i l l i a m B u t l e r and the S i s t e r h o o d . Accusations of "popery" were 
made by people ignorant of the motives which governed both the 
V i c a r and the S i s t e r s . The year 1850 a l s o saw the r e s t o r a t i o n of a 
Roman C a t h o l i c h i e r a r c h y i n England and f o l l o w e r s of the Oxford 
Movement were accused of c o m p l i c i t y i n t h i s act of the Pope. In the 
p a r i s h of Wantage, because of h i s z e a l f o r "high* d o c t r i n e , B u t l e r 
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had to f a c e l o c a l p e r s e c u t i o n . For example, abusive slogans were 
chalked on w a l l s and the S i s t e r s went out at night w i t h buckets o f 
water to wash them o f f . 

In t h i s same year pamphlets on the s u b j e c t of Sister h o o d s began t o 
appear. The Bishop of Brechin p u b l i s h e d a " P l e a f o r S i s t e r h o o d s " 
and e x t r a c t s from an anonymous and h o s t i l e r e p l y to t h i s w i l l 
demonstrate the k i n d o f opposition which was being aroused a g a i n s t 
S i s t e r h o o d s i n g e n e r a l , l e t alone calumniation of p a r t i c u l a r ones: 

"As t h e Monastic System ( i n a modified form) i s g r a d u a l l y r e v i v i n g 
i n England by the formation of the establishments t h a t are termed 
'Homes' or 'Sisterhoods' of Mercy, the expediency of t h i s system has 
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become of great importance..." 

"Upon the s l i g h t and s u p e r f i c i a l view t h a t i s g e n e r a l l y taken o f the 
"Sis t e r h o o d s " , they are c a l c u l a t e d t o prepossess t h e mind very 
s t r o n g l y i n t h e i r favour because they appear to be simply, and bona 
f i d e asylums f o r pious women who have no d u t i e s to f u l f i l i n the 
world." The w r i t e r goes on to say t h a t i t i s under t h i s aspect alone 
that they can be considered w i t h approval by "anyone of r i g h t 
p r i n c i p l e . " He a s s e r t s t h a t a 'Monomania on Sisterhoods i s now 
ra g i n g . ' But on a c l o s e r view S i s t e r h o o d s cannot be regarded 
favourably." 

" I t i s more d i f f i c u l t than i s commonly supposed t o f u r n i s h an 
establishment of t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n w i t h s u i t a b l e inmates, t h a t i s , 
w i t h d e s o l a t e and d e s t i t u t e persons, who have no t i e of kindred, and 
no a l l o t t e d duty, t h a t ought to b i n d them to t h e i r homes; f o r by 
the w i s e ordering of Providence, almost every i n d i v i d u a l occupies 
some u s e f u l post, however humble, i n the s o c i a l system. At a l l events, 
experience teaches that S i s t e r h o o d s , whether Romish o r P r o t e s t a n t , 
are never a c t u a l l y composed of unshackled persons alone; but th a t 
abuses upon t h i s point creep i n as soon as such i n s t i t u t i o n s are 
formed. I t i s n a t u r a l that t h i s should be the ca s e , f o r the r e l i g i o u s 
c h a r a c t e r o f these Asylums p r e s e n t s a snare t o women of e n t h u s i a s t i c 
imagination, however s t r i c t l y they may be bound by f a m i l y t i e s : they 
wainly expect t o f i n d w i t h i n the w a l l s of the Convent a s a n c t i t y 
not a t t a i n a b l e i n the f u l f i l m e n t of domestic d u t i e s , and are thus 
allowed to q u i t the path marked out by Providence, f o r a " v i a 
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s a c r a " of t h e i r own c h o i c e . " 



The w r i t e r o b j e c t s to the term "Home" having been adopted. "Unless 
i t be to soothe the c o n s c i e n c e s of the S i s t e r s i n the d e s e r t i o n of 
t h e i r n a t u r a l homes; but i t i s c e r t a i n l y a n t i - S c r i p t u r a l t o apply 
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the word "Home" i n a r e l i g i o u s sense, to any e a r t h l y abode." 

IV'PRESSING FORWARD" 
In the f a c e of such misunderstandings and d i s t o r t i o n s o f f a c t 
W i l l i a m B u t l e r put h i s f a i t h i n God and went forward w i t h t h e work 
of the Sisterhood, l i v i n g i n f a i t h from day to day. I n s p i t e o f 
e a r l i e r disappointments he had not given up the hope t h a t he might 
s t i l l be able to b u i l d up e d u c a t i o n a l work by means of a school 
s i s t e r h o o d . The P e n i t e n t i a r y had to be kept up but he continued to 
seek ways and means by which h i s primary educatioiH^ibbject might be 
f u l f i l l e d . In a l e t t e r t o an unknown correspondent dated '26th Sunday 
a f t e r T r i n i t y " 1850, he wrote: 

"...You w i l l be glad t o hear t h a t by God's mercy the good work i s 
p r o s p e r i n g , and t h a t I see my way to t h a t f a v o u r i t e i d e a o f mine i n 
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former days, the double s i s t e r h o o d f o r P e n i t e n t s and Schools." 
T h i s note of hope was imparted by the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t a Miss 
E l i z a b e t h Hayes, who had r e c e n t l y come to work i n the p a r i s h , might 
i n time prove to be a s u i t a b l e person t o undertake the management 
of a School Sisterhood. There isjsome evidence t h a t t h i s l a d y was 
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recommended to Mr. B u t l e r by Dr. Pusey. 
By 1850 t h e - V i c a r had al r e a d y begun to e s t a b l i s h National Schools i n 
Wantage, but the o v e r a l l p r o v i s i o n f o r education i n the town was 
t o t a l l y inadequate. He wanted the help o f a Sis t e r h o o d i n b u i l d i n g up 
l o c a l s c h o o l s . The rooms not occupied by S i s t e r s i n the Cottage i n 
Newbury S t r e e t which had been the home of the S i s t e r s before t h e 
establishment o f the P e n i t e n t i a r y , were taken over f o r the purpose 
of housing the teaching s t a f f of the g i r l s ' s c h o o l . Miss Hayes took 
up her abode i n t h i s house and was soon p l a c e d i n charge of i t . F o r 
the formation of an a c t u a l S i s t e r h o o d i n connection w i t h the s c h o o l s , 
the V i c a r was content t o wait and observe the i n c l i n a t i o n s and 
development of those who j o i n e d the s t a f f at the Cottage. 

THE "HOME" 1. 
L i f e at the Home i n Newbury S t r e e t was strenuous because of the 
fewness of the S i s t e r s and the demands both o f the P e n i t e n t i a r y 
and of the p a r i s h . The monastic way o f l i f e was maintained, but such 
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observances as meals taken i n s i l e n c e had not come i n t o f o r c e . 
S i s t e r s and v i s i t o r s to the house dined and t a l k e d together, 
c e r t a i n l y at mid-day. Sometimes the V i c a r would b r i n g h i s c h i l d r e n 
to v i s i t the S i s t e r s and there would be g r e a t h i l a r i t y . * The d i n i n g 
room was s i t u a t e d to the l e f t o f the f r o n t door on e n t r y from the 
s t r e e t ; the room known at the present time as the " L i t t l e Drawing 
Room" where v i s i t o r s t o S t . Mary's School are r e c e i v e d . 

A somewhat p r i s o n - l i k e atmosphere was imparted to the Home by the 
doors being kept locked. E v i d e n t l y the S i s t e r a c t i n g as p o r t r e s s 
kept the key of the f r o n t door attached to her d r e s s , and when 
v i s i t o r s had been admitted, the door would i n s t a n t l y be r e - l o c k e d 
behind them. Obviously t h i s k i n d of p r e c a u t i o n was necessary because 
the house abuts d i r e c t l y on to the s t r e e t , and i t was (and remains) 
easy f o r i n t r u d e r s to e n t e r , q u i t e apart from the ever-present 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t p e n i t e n t s might abscond. 

2. EXTERIOR SISTERS 
A most important move made i n 1850 was the formal c r e a t i o n of an 
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order of " E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s " to a s s i s t i n the work and prayer of the 
S i s t e r h o o d . A number of the v i s i t i n g l a d i e s , who came from time to 
time and gave per i o d s of a s s i s t a n c e to the S i s t e r h o o d , became 
E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s . The p a r t played by the E x t e r i o r ^ S i s t e r s was q u i t e 
i n v a l u a b l e , and t h e i r importance to the Community/attested by t h e i r 
i n c l u s i o n as an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the S i s t e r h o o d i n the e a r l i e s t 
C o n s t i t u t i o n s . Some E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s devoted a c o n s i d e r a b l e propor­
t i o n of t h e i r time each year to the S i s t e r h o o d when they could, but 
t h e i r b a s i c pledge bound them :- to pray d a i l y f o r the work; t o 
a s s i s t i n r a i s i n g funds, and to help f i n d s i t u a t i o n s f o r p e n i t e n t s 
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whose time at the Home came to an end. Any woman of s u i t a b l e 
c h a r a c t e r who was f r e e to do so might become an E x t e r i o r S i s t e r , 
whether she was married or s i n g l e , and the f i r s t name recorded i n 
the r o l l , under the year 1850, i s t h a t of Emma B u t l e r , the 
i n d e f a t i g a b l e , devoted and s c h o l a r l y w i f e of the V i c a r . Among her 
many s e r v i c e s t o the Home Mrs. B u t l e r i n c l u d e d t h a t of T r e a s u r e r to 
the P e n i t e n t i a r y , a post which she f i l l e d f o r many y e a r s . I n the 
same year f i v e others were admitted, i n c l u d i n g Amelia Pretyman whose 
connexion w i t h the Sisterhood began i n E l i z a b e t h Lockhart's time. 
Some women who were not f r e e to o f f e r themselves to the r e g u l a r 
S i s t e r h o o d became E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s i n the f i r s t i n s t a n c e . A number 
of names upon the r o l l are of people who achieved much i n t h e i r own 
walks of l i f e , not l e a s t among whom i s t h a t of C h a r l o t t e Yonge, 
f o r example. (1868). 
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Most, i f not a l l , of the Sisterhoods which were formed i n the 
Anglican Communion as a r e s u l t o f the Oxford Movement c r e a t e d what 
might be termed an "outer c i r c l e " of people who wished to have a 
l i n k w i t h Community l i f e . These were known as " A s s o c i a t e s . " In the 
Siste r h o o d at Wantage, however, E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s seem to have 
preceded A s s o c i a t e s i n time of foundation, although a number of 
p r i e s t s e a r l y became " P r i e s t - A s s o c i a t e s " of the Sis t e r h o o d . The 
A s s o c i a t e r u l e was a v e r y much s i m p l e r one than t h a t of the E x t e r i o r 
S i s t e r s , and the A s s o c i a t e s f u l f i l l e d a s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t r o l e . 
E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s committed themselves more deeply than A s s o c i a t e s . 
Many A s s o c i a t e s rendered great s e r v i c e s , however, but d i d not f e e l 
themselves c a l l e d , or were unable, to bind themselves by the r u l e 
of the E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s . 

Between the r e g u l a r S i s t e r h o o d and the E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s t h e r e 
e x i s t e d a r e l a t i o n s h i p which brought i n c a l c u l a b l e mutual enrichment, 
and i n the e a r l y days, E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s o f t e n acted as s u b s t i t u t e s 
i n the absences o f members of the Community. 
THE EARLY RULES FOR EXTERIOR S I S T E R S 2 6 

" T h e i r o f f i c e s h a l l be to a s s i s t the Resident S i s t e r s * . "Residence" 
was taken to apply to any house o f the S i s t e r h o o d as the work expan­
ded, and E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s were o f t e n used i n Branch Houses." 

The a s s i s t a n c e rendered by the E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s was f i r s t , by 
pra y e r . A form of prayer f o r the Si s t e r h o o d was given to the 
E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s which they were to use d a i l y . By making the f i r s t 
s e c t i o n of the E x t e r i o r Rule t h a t of a duty to a s s i s t the S i s t e r s 
by prayer, the r e l i g i o u s aim i s made primary. T h i s runs p a r a l l e l 
to the development of the Rules o f the r e s i d e n t S i s t e r h o o d , although 
i n t e r e s t i n g l y enough the p u r e l y s p i r i t u a l o b j e c t of the l i f e of the 
Sisterhood i t s e l f , i s not given a sepa r a t e s e c t i o n i n the e a r l i e s t 
c o n s t i t u t i o n s , but i s immediately combined with the e x p r e s s i o n of 
the p r a c t i c a l o b j e c t o f the Home. 

Secondly, i f i t l a y i n t h e i r power, the E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s were to 
a s s i s t by t h e i r alms, o r "by c o l l e c t i n g alms from o t h e r s " . They 
were a l s o t o gi v e "personal a s s i s t a n c e i n c a s e of need, by t a k i n g 
f o r a time the p l a c e o f any t h a t are s i c k , o r preparing P e n i t e n t s 
f o r admission to the Home." 

T h i r d l y , E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s were t o endeavour "to f i n d employment f o r 
the Penitents w h i l e i n the Home, and s i t u a t i o n s f o r them when they 
l e a v e i t . " 



I f they d e s i r e d i t , t h e E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s c o u l d be admitted as 
E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s "with a s p e c i a l s e r v i c e " , and they were a l s o f r e e 
to use the Home "as a p l a c e of Retreat from time to time, and (to) 
j o i n the S i s t e r s i n the S e r v i c e s of the Chapel." The Si s t e r h o o d 
pledged i t s e l f t o send the E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s an annual ..."Report ... 
of the c o n d i t i o n s and prospects of the work." 

F i n a l l y , i t was "considered inexpedient t h a t E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s o f 
St.Mary's should become members of other S i s t e r h o o d s , ( i . e . w h i l e 
they remained .E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s ) or t h a t E x t e r i o r or A s s o c i a t e 
S i s t e r s of other Sisterhoods should connect themselves i n the same 
manner w i t h t h i s . " 

There i s no doubt t h a t many o f the e a r l i e s t E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s kept 
t h e i r r u l e s w i t h g r e a t f i d e l i t y . There a r e , l a t e r on, records o f • 
much coming and going of these l a d i e s to and from the Home and other 
houses of the Community. There i s a l s o evidence of t h e i r e f f o r t s 
to p l a c e P e n i t e n t s i n s u i t a b l e s i t u a t i o n s and of alms given i n the 
form of money or g i f t s . 
1851 
No formal records were kept by the Community i t s e l f of i t s l i f e 
and work f o r more than t e n y e a r s a f t e r i t s foundation, and the 
m a t e r i a l t hat e x i s t s i s very s c a n t y . Such s m a l l h i s t o r i c a l 
c ompilations as have been made h i t h e r t o have i n some degree s u f f e r e d 
from the l a c k of evidence i n such matters as c o r r e c t d a t i n g o f 
c e r t a i n events. A l i t t l e more m a t e r i a l has been found of l a t e and 
an e f f o r t w i l l be made here to pr e s e n t what i s yet known as 
a c c u r a t e l y as p o s s i b l e . 

In s p i t e of a l l the traumatic experience of 1850, W i l l i a m B u t l e r 
and h i s l i t t l e S i sterhood faced the New Year of 1851 w i t h courage 
and determination. The h e l p o f v i s i t o r s i n the work was s t i l l 
forthcoming, o f t e n at c o n s i d e r a b l e c o s t t o themselves. The V i c a r saw 
t h i s , and the hopeful f r u i t beginning to be borne among the 
p e n i t e n t s , as s i g n s t h a t the Hand of God was upon the work i n s p i t e 
of a l l seeming evidence t o the c o n t r a r y . He wrote t o John Keble 
on January 9th : 

"Many Happy New Years to you and yours and a l l at Hursley. I t seems 
strange to w r i t e so b l i t h e l y i n t h i s day o f sorrow, but I t h i n k i n 
s p i t e of a l l t h e r e was no harm i n wishing and even hoping ... Miss 
Hedger ( S i s t e r C a t h e r i n e ) deserves great c o n s i d e r a t i o n , f o r she 
came here i n the hour of our need without having any ki n d of 



acquaintance w i t h us or our work, merely i n v i t e d by a mutual f r i e n d . 
She has now given up home and s i s t e r s , a f t e r a b i t t e r s t r u g g l e , 
to uphold our Home, and i s moreover able and d i s c r e e t . Things have 
prospered under her c a r e beyond our hopes ... I t would be an 
exceeding p l e a s u r e to us to shew you "the Home",, You know that 
Miss Ashington i s l i k e l y t o come here again as a permanent S i s t e r ; 
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she t a l k s of coming on 20th or 2 1 s t . " 

There i s no exact r e c o r d o f Miss Ashington's a r r i v a l to j o i n the 
r e s i d e n t S i s t e r h o o d . The e a r l i e s t r e g i s t e r of S i s t e r s seems to be at 
f a u l t i n da t i n g her a r r i v a l as l a t e as 1857. She had had to f u l f i l 
f a m i l y d u t i e s and t o obt a i n the consent o f her brother before she 
could come. Miss Ashington ended her days i n the Community and she 
was known as " S i s t e r E l i z a b e t h " . She was f a r from robust p h y s i c a l l y 
but d i d what she cou l d . T h i s admission to the Community o f people 
who were not i n f u l l p h y s i c a l h e a l t h has continued whenever i t has 
seemed that such persons are, so f a r as i t can be a s c e r t a i n e d by 
human minds, c a l l e d by God to t h e l i f e , and able to s u s t a i n i t 
f a i r l y w e l l . 

At the beginning of February 1851 the V i c a r summed up the 
happenings of the past year i n an entry i n the P a r i s h J o u r n a l . A 
l i t t l e of the c o s t t o h i m s e l f i s r e v e a l e d too, though i n no s e l f -
p i t y i n g mood : 

"Feb.1st T h i s i s the day of the week on which a t t h i s time l a s t 
year the Home was opened. I t r e t u r n s our thoughts to the whole 
course of t h i s sorrowful year, the Gorham d e c i s i o n , the doubts of 
so many, t h e i r f a l l i n g from us, our own d i f f i c u l t i e s , the s u s p i c i o n s 
i n which those are h e l d which alone we b e l i e v e to be i n accordance 
w i t h the r e v e a l e d W i l l of God. Then i t i s sad enough to th i n k o f 
the b r i g h t hopefulness w i t h which we r e c e i v e d Miss L. among us, the 
prospect of a long and u s e f u l course of work from her, our many 
co n v e r s a t i o n s , and our deep sympathies, now a l a s s h i v e r e d t o 
p i e c e s . S t i l l the Home has f l o u r i s h t under God's b l e s s i n g and 
Vincent's constant work - and OUE i n s t i t u t i o n s , s c h o o l s , s e r v i c e s , 
e t c . , would, I am convinced, f l o u r i s h a l s o u n l e s s f o r our s l a c k n e s s 
and want of energy and pr a y e r . 0 Lord, o f Thy Mercy strengthen our 
f e e b l e knees and s i n k i n g hands; l e t not one s i n f u l n e s s mar t h a t 
work which Thou hast begun among u s . Make us able to c a s t a l l 
things e l s e a s i d e save the d e s i r e to s e r v e Thee. Enable us to bear 
hardships as good s o l d i e r s of C h r i s t , f o r His Sake Who di e d and was 
b u r i e d and rose again f o r u s . I preacht t h i s evening at the Home." 



And on the f o l l o w i n g day : 

"Feb.2nd. The Anniversary of the opening of the Home. V i c a r preacht 
at the Home. A l l were p r e s e n t , even E l i z a b e t h , who, as we thought, 
was dying weeks ago, mustered s t r e n g t h to come down to S e r v i c e . 
There was indeed much t o cheer h e a r t s somewhat c a s t out and wearied'.' 

These e n t r i e s i l l u s t r a t e how, amidst a l l t h e normal b u s i n e s s of 
the p a r i s h , the V i c a r yet found time to preach t w i c e at the Home 
to s u s t a i n and hearten those who l i v e d and worked t h e r e , and how 
h i s concern extended i t s e l f t o each poor inmate. Again, i n s p i t e 
of a l l the p r e s s u r e s the V i c a r could w r i t e c h e e r f u l l y t o Keble, 
l a t e r i n the y e a r : 

"We are a l l v e r y strong and hearty - I n the Home are eleven 
P e n i t e n t s and f i v e S i s t e r s , and we j u s t keep about £120 between us 
and j a i l . ' " 2 8 

During 1851 t h r e e more in t e n d i n g S i s t e r s o f f e r e d themselves, probably 
i n the Spring or e a r l y Summer, but th e r e i s no record of t h e i r 
permanent r e s i d e n c e . 

The whole e n t e r p r i s e n e c e s s i t a t e d the e x e r c i s e o f the utmost f a i t h 
and f o r t i t u d e . That t h e r e should be s t r u g g l e s of one ki n d or 
another was i n e v i t a b l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n so u n t r i e d a way of l i f e , 
and i t i s i n many ways remarkable t h a t the experiment continued. 
An e x t r a c t from the P a r i s h Journal h i n t s at d i f f i c u l t i e s ; 

" J u l y 12. Various t r o u b l e s at the Home, needing a p a c i f y i n g hand. 
Th i s i s t o be expected. They want ( i . e . " l a c k " ) v a r i e t y which 
produces a morbid s t a t e of mind j u s t as one d i e t produces a morbid 
s t a t e of body." 

L a t e r i n J u l y the V i c a r r e c e i v e d a v i s i t which gave a l i f t to h i s 
hopes : 

" J u l y 28 ... Two l a d i e s named Watkins from Badby H a l l near Daventry, 
c a l l e d here t h i s day des i r o u s of (the next words a r e i l l e g i b l e but 
probably from t he context 'gaining themselves a house i n the Parish') 
f o r the sake of d a i l y s e r v i c e e t c . I shewed them Hart's house and 
L i d d i a r d s . They appear q u i t e r e l i g i o u s people, l i k e l y i f they can, 
to be very u s e f u l . " These l a d i e s were two out of a f a m i l y of f i v e 
s i s t e r s who were l a t e r to render outstanding s e r v i c e to the P a r i s h . 



They took up r e s i d e n c e i n Wantage i n November 1851. 

There appears to have been some l i a i s o n w i t h the P e n i t e n t i a r y work 
at Clewer, by t h i s time proceeding under the d i r e c t i o n of Thomas 
Th e l l u s s o n C a r t e r , Rector of Clewer. There are a few e n t r i e s i n 
the P a r i s h J o u r n a l which r e f e r to g i r l s or women who had e v i d e n t l y 
been sent to Clewer, e i t h e r to the Home t h e r e , through l a c k o f 
space at Wantage, or p o s s i b l y to s e r v i c e w i t h sympathisers 
connected w i t h the Home. 
THE PUPIL-TEACHBR SCHEME 
A scheme which was d e s t i n e d to p l a y an important p a r t i n the work 
of the Wantage schools and i n connexion w i t h the Sisterhood was 
i n i t i a t e d i n Wantage e i t h e r i n 1850 or 1851. T h i s scheme concerned 
the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the p u p i l - t e a c h e r and monitor system to Wantage. 
The g i r l p u p i l teachers took up t h e i r abode i n the Old Cottage i n 
Newbury S t r e e t , and were put under Miss Hayes' charge. 

The p u p i l - t e a c h e r system had been introduced i n t o the Church o f 
England by Dr. Andrew B e l l e a r l y i n the nineteenth century. Dr. B e l l 
had been an army c h a p l a i n i n Madras, and as he used the p u p i l -
t e a c h e r method t h e r e , the scheme was sometimes r e f e r r e d to as the 
*Madras» method. In 1846 and 1847 the Government Education Department 
i s s u e d a s e r i e s of r e g u l a t i o n s concerning p u p i l - t e a c h e r s and t h e i r 
use i n government-aided s c h o o l s . 3 0 

The p u p i l - t e a c h e r s and monitors were drawn from among ol d e r s c h o o l ­
c h i l d r e n and a c o n s i d e r a b l e proportion of t h e i r time was spent i n 
i n s t r u c t i n g those younger than themselves, under the o v e r a l l 
s u p e r v i s i o n of very few masters and m i s t r e s s e s . At a time when 
t r a i n e d t e a c h e r s were few i n number the scheme provided a means 
whereby a good d e a l of teaching could be done on v e r y l i t t l e money 
and with v e r y l i t t l e a d u l t s u p e r v i s i o n . Inadequate though the 
system was, i t d i d f i l l important gaps at a time when the n e c e s s i t y 
f o r general education was beginning to be r e a l i z e d . Some of the 
p u p i l t e a c h e r s made outstanding c o n t r i b u t i o n s and the system 
continued f o r more than h a l f a century. 
PLANS FOR BUILDING 
During the course of 1851 the V i c a r , the Chaplain and the S i s t e r s 
themselves, d i s c u s s e d plans f o r b u i l d i n g a permanent hom« . I t was 
proposed t h a t about Uiree a c r e s of land should be obtained, and a 
home b u i l t , w i t h a Chapel, to accommodate about t h i r t y P e n i t e n t s 
and s i x S i s t e r s . I t was a l s o proposed t h a t the grounds should be 
p r o p e r l y w a l l e d i n , a p a l i n g being considered i n s u f f i c i e n t , and i t 
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was f e l t t h a t as much o f t h e b u i l d i n g should be done at one time 
as was p o s s i b l e , because of the "great r i s k " of having l a b o u r e r s 
i n c l o s e proximity to the P e n i t e n t s . 

The cost of the b u i l d i n g s was estimated at about £5000 and an appeal 
was sent out, addressed to a l l members of the Church of England, 
as P e n i t e n t s were r e c e i v e d from d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the country. 
E s p e c i a l l y , however, the appeal was addressed "to those i n Oxford, 
f o r which c i t y and neighbourhood" i t could notbut be thought t h a t 
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the Wantage Home "should n a t u r a l l y become the P e n i t e n t i a r y . " 



APPENDIX I (1851) 

" I s I t Well to I n s t i t u t e Sisterhoods I n The Church Of England For 
32 

The Care Of Female P e n i t e n t s ? " 

I n 1851 T.T. C a r t e r of Clewer p u b l i s h e d a pamphlet w i t h the above 
t i t l e . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t he wrote the pamphlet as a r e p l y to the 
h o s t i l e • ̂ S i s t e r h o o d s " considered p u b l i s h e d i n 1850 ( v . s . ) 
There are c e r t a i n p o i nts r a i s e d i n the pamphlet which merit 
d i s c u s s i o n as being r e l e v a n t to the present study. 

A f t e r r e f e r r i n g to the p e n i t e n t i a r y movement which was g e t t i n g under 
way at t h i s time, the author s t a t e s t h a t the c a r e of the P e n i t e n t s 
"can be accomplished ... only by the p e r s o n a l s e r v i c e of women of 
b i r t h , education and refinement." Although i n the main p e n i t e n t i a r y 
work was, at t h i s j u n c t u r e , being c a r r i e d out by "women of b i r t h , " 
t h i s was l a r g e l y because they had both the means and the time t o 
devote to such work. Indeed the very i d e a and growth of the movement 
had a strong connexion w i t h the f a c t t h a t i n many l a r g e f a m i l i e s 
t h e r e were unmarried daughters l i v i n g at home p a r t l y employed i n 
housekeeping, but otherwise i n t r i v i a l p u r s u i t s . Many such women 
were at t h i s p e r i o d becoming r e s t l e s s f o r some r e a l work and f o r 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s of s e r v i c e to the community a t l a r g e . There was a 
very high proportion o f unmarried persons of both sexes at t h i s 
p e r i o d . P r o f e s s o r J.F.C. H a r r i s o n s t a t e s t h a t " i n 1851 almost 
f o r t y per cent of a l l women i n England and Wales between twenty and 
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f o r t y - f o u r were unmarried." 

T.T. C a r t e r a l s o d e a l s w i t h some of the o b j e c t i o n s c u r r e n t l y being 
r a i s e d : " I t i s f e a r e d f o r example, l e s t such c l o s e i n t e r c o u r s e 
with the f a l l e n should i n j u r e the pure." I n t h i s context i t i s not 
r e l e v a n t to quibble about the morals of many upper c l a s s women of 
the nineteenth century. The author goes on to say t h a t experience 
has shown " t h a t the purest and most simple c h a r a c t e r s are b e s t 
f i t t e d f o r the work, and the most c e r t a i n t o remain i n i t un i n j u r e d i ' 
He a l s o a s s e r t s "that there i s f a r more l i k e l i h o o d of hearing 
improper e x p r e s s i o n s and sad d e t a i l s of s i n i n outdoor v i s i t i n g 
among the poor, than w i t h i n the House of Mercy." 

L a s t l y , the author a l s o r e f e r s to the a t t i t u d e o f the S i s t e r s 
towards the P e n i t e n t s . There can be l i t t l e doubt t h a t W i l l i a m B u t l e r 
and the Wantage S i s t e r s f e l t i n e x a c t l y the same way about t h e i r 
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P e n i t e n t s as the Clewer a u t h o r i t i e s about t h e i r s . 

"The common f e e l i n g regarding the P e n i t e n t s , among the S i s t e r s , 
i s , t h a t t h e i r l i f e has begun a f r e s h . The o b j e c t and bent of t h e i r 
work i s to teach and t o t r a i n f o r the f u t u r e , without r e a l i z i n g 
the p a s t , except t h a t the poor g i r l has been the c h i l d of misery, 
?>nd probably of neglect and misfortune. T h e i r c a r e and d i s c i p l i n e 
i s d i r e c t e d not to the s p e c i a l s i n , which has been her wretched 
c l a i m to such a home, but to the education of the c h a r a c t e r , the 
w a n t of which has been the r e a l p r e c u r s o r to her f a l l . There i s 
i n t r u t h a p r a c t i c a l unconsciousness o f the poor g i r l ' s former l i f e 
i n the S i s t e r s ' minds, j u s t as i n the g i r l h e r s e l f t h e r e i s an 
i n s t i n c t i v e d i s p o s i t i o n to c o n c e a l her own cause of shame ..." 



APPENDIX I I (1848-1852) THE CHURCH PENITENTIARY ASSOCIATION 
I t has al r e a d y been noted t h a t the p u b l i c c o n s c i e n c e was beginning 
to awake to the widespread problem o f p r o s t i t u t i o n . The Rev. John 
Armstrong, had brought the s u b j e c t forward as e a r l y as September 
1848 when he publish e d an a r t i c l e i n the "Qu a r t e r l y Review". In 
t h i s a r t i c l e he urged p r i v a t e p h i l a n t h r o p i c endeavour to remedy the 
tro u b l e on a r e l i g i o u s b a s i s . Mr. Armstrong p u b l i s h e d f u r t h e r 
a r t i c l e s , and i n 1849 he i s s u e d an "Appeal For A Church Penitentiary. 
He envisaged a two-fold p l a n ; the establishment o f p e n i t e n t i a r i e s 
i n towns as "refuges 'into which s i n n e r s from t h e very s t r e e t s 
might at once be gathered'; together w i t h p e n i t e n t i a r i e s i n the 
country 'to which the more promising c a s e s might be t r a n s f e r r e d 
from the refuges, a f t e r due t e s t i n g , f o r the purpose o f a more 
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complete t r a i n i n g . ' " At f i r s t t h e r e had been no thought of 
Sisterhoods i n r e l a t i o n t o the p l a n , and indeed i n 1848 Sisterhoods 
were b a r e l y beginning. But i t came to be f e l t t h a t the l i f e o f 
Sisterhoods would f u r n i s h the b e s t medium f o r t h e c a r e of P e n i t e n t s . 

The f i r s t p e n i t e n t i a r y to be founded under Mr. Armstrong's scheme 
was the House of Mercy at Bussage i n G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e , e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n 1851. T h i s house came i n t o the hands of the Wantage S i s t e r s a t 
a l a t e r date, but the home was run at f i r s t by a s i s t e r h o o d formed 
f o r the purpose, dedicated t o S t . Michael and A l l Angels. 

In 1852 a group of churchmen and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s founded the 
Church P e n i t e n t i a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , i n London. I n h i s P a r i s h Journal 
W i l l i a m B u t l e r noted t h a t the o b j e c t o f the A s s o c i a t i o n " i s to 
gather money and a s s i s t the va r i o u s 'Homes' and 'Houses of Refuge' 
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under the charge of S i s t e r s " . The P e n i t e n t i a r i e s were to s e r v e 
women and g i r l s who were e i t h e r p r o s t i t u t e s a l r e a d y , o r who had 
l i t t l e chance of avoiding such a l i f e , i f they were l e f t to fend 
f o r themselves on the s t r e e t s . That the system met a f e l t need 
among the poor women themselves, was shown by the hundreds o f 
vol u n t a r y a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r admission r e c e i v e d by the e a r l y 
p e n i t e n t i a r i e s . 



SI 

1852 
The year 1852 saw developments of the work i n the p a r i s h which the 
V i c a r hoped would e v e n t u a l l y be undertaken by s i s t e r s . He kept a 
c a r e f u l eye upon Miss Hayes and the Misses Watkins w h i l e warmly 
a p p r e c i a t i n g t h e i r work and encouraging them t o undertake new 
ven t u r e s . Miss Lucy Watkins was, however, a l r e a d y committed to 
enter the S t . S a v i o u r ' s S i s t e r h o o d i n London, so soon as she could 
be r e p l a c e d a t Wantage. 

At some time i n these e a r l y years l i f e i n the cottage i n Newbury 
S t r e e t began to assume a monastic p a t t e r n , under Miss Hayes' 
l e a d e r s h i p . T h i s development may have begun as e a r l y as 1852, but 
was c e r t a i n l y i n f o r c e by 1854. From t h i s t e n t a t i v e beginning the 
V i c a r hoped that a school s i s t e r h o o d might develop. 

The P a r i s h Journal f o r 1852 f u r n i s h e s some evidence o f the events 
of the year r e l a t i v e to the Sisterhood and the q u a s i - s i s t e r h o o d 
at the Old Cottage. FINANCIAL. A number of money g i f t s were noted 
by the V i c a r w i t h g r a t i t u d e as the work o f the Home continued to 
depend upon c h a r i t y . L i k e w i s e a heavy expenditure was recorded 
r e s u l t i n g from the withdrawal o f f r e e s e r v i c e to the Home which had 
h i t h e r t o been given by the l o c a l doctor, Mr. Barker: 
"We have been much pained t h i s week^^by an unfortunate disagreement 
w i t h Mr. B £"arker" c r o s s e d outJ, w i t h whom we have h i t h e r t o been 
on v e r y good terms. He o f f e r e d v e r y k i n d l y to take 'the Home' 
g r a t u i t o u s l y and we n a t u r a l l y expected, as he pl a c e d no l i m i t to 
h i s o f f i c e , t h a t t h i s would extend onwards t i l l we brought i t to a 
c l o s e . However t o our great s u r p r i s e , he brought i n a b i l l of 65£ 
bes i d e s p r i v a t e b i l l s to the S i s t e r s and then t o l d us that he had 
never intended to go on longer than l a s t year ..." Such a sum would 
have been a s u b s t a n t i a l d r a i n upon the resources o f the S i s t e r h o o d . 
NEW VENTURES. Three important new ventures were embarked upon under 
the d i r e c t i o n o f Miss Hayes. The f i r s t was the establishment, i n 
February, o f a "Workschool f o r the g i r l s of the p a r i s h who a r e 
past school age. They are t o r e c e i v e I s . weekly and t h e i r work t o 
be s o l d . T h i s w i l l be a great t h i n g f o r them, enabling the Mothers 
to spare them from t h a t demoralising h a b i t o f c a r r y i n g babies about 
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f o r 6d. a week ..." More e x p l i c i t l y the Workschool was f o r the 
b e n e f i t of " g i r l s who have been a t l e a s t two y e a r s i n the School 
and are over 13 years o l d . They l e a r n needlework and household 
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work ..." Although 13 years seems a low age f o r school l e a v i n g 
to modern minds, i n the mid-nineteenth century i t was s t i l l 



customary f o r c h i l d r e n o f poor p a r e n t s to be withdrawn from school 
a t about ten y e a r s of age f o r the purpose of earning wages to 
supplement meagre f a m i l y budgets. So the workschool scheme provided 
both some education and some money. 

The second venture was the establishment o f "a Middle School i n 
connection w i t h the Day School". T h i s move seems almost to have 
been f o r c e d upon the V i c a r , s i n c e he d e s i r e d to provide e d u c a t i o n a l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a l l c l a s s e s , and the tradesmen were o b j e c t i n g t o 
sending t h e i r c h i l d r e n to school "with the r e s t " . In those days, 
before compulsory attendance at s c h o o l , parents o f t e n prevented 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n from attending f o r the most t r i v i a l reasons. The 
V i c a r remarked: " I don't l i k e f a l l i n g i n w i t h t h i s . I t seems l i k e 
g i v i n g up a p r i n c i p l e and assuming the l a b o u r e r s 1 c h i l d r e n must be 
d i r t y and i l l - b e h a v e d , but I cannot avoid my present course." 
C l e a r l y he had had no i n t e n t i o n o f c r e a t i n g c l a s s d i s t i n c t i o n s i n 
h i s s chools being impressed w i t h c o n t i n e n t a l e d u c a t i o n a l methods, 
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where " a l l c l a s s e s meet i n s c h o o l . " 

j 
A small room i n the G i r l s ' National School was equipped as a c l a s s 
room f o r the Middle School. A small weekly charge was made; 6d. up 
to the age of twelve and I s . t h e r e a f t e r . Miss Lucy Watkins p r e s i d e d 
over t h i s new branch o f the Wantage e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t . Before long, 
however, the room became too sm a l l f o r the i n c r e a s i n g number of 
p u p i l s and the Middle School removed to a l a r g e r room s i t u a t e d above 
the outhouses of the Old Cottage i n Newbury S t r e e t . 

The t h i r d venture concerned Miss Hayes h e r s e l f . In the s p r i n g of t h i s 
year she s a t the examination f o r the Government Teacher's C e r t i f i c a t e 
t r a v e l l i n g to Clevedon, near B r i s t o l , f o r t h i s purpose. Miss Hayes 
was the f i r s i t member o f the Wantage schools establishment to t r y 
f o r t h i s c e r t i f i c a t e . Such a venture was very much a p a r t of the 
V i c a r ' s plans f o r h i s t e a c h e r s , and i t became henceforth an accepted 
t h i n g t h a t s u i t a b l e candidates should e n t e r f o r t h i s C e r t i f i c a t e , 
which was the only a v a i l a b l e q u a l i f i c a t i o n f o r t e a c h e r s at the time. 
T h i s must have been p a r t i c u l a r l y important f o r Women, as u n i v e r s i t y 
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education was not yet open t o them. 
HOLY COMMUNION 
In t h i s year the V i c a r i n c l u d e d a monthly c e l e b r a t i o n at the Home i n 
a scheme to provide more frequent s e r v i c e s o f Holy Communion f o r 
the p a r i s h . When he came to Wantage th e r e was a monthly c e l e b r a t i o n 
on the f i r s t Sunday i n the month at the p a r i s h church. Now he 
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proposed to i n c r e a s e the s e r v i c e s , changing the venue each week. 
The f i r s t Sunday continued to be Communion Sunday a t the Church. 
On the second Sunday t h e r e was a c e l e b r a t i o n at the Workhouse 
Chapel, S t . Michael on the Downs. Now t h e r e was t o be a s e r v i c e 
at the Home on the t h i r d Sunday, and at Ch a r l t o n on the l a s t . The 
Workhouse Chapel and Charlton Church were both r e c e n t l y b u i l t . 
T h i s scheme a l s o made i t p o s s i b l e f o r more people to p a r t i c i p a t e , 
s i n c e f o r example, the Workhouse was too f a r from the town f o r 
e l d e r l y people to be able to atte n d the p a r i s h Church without means 
of conveyance. 
MORE OPPOSITION 
Although p e r s e c u t i o n o f the V i c a r and the S i s t e r s f o r "Puseyism" had 
l a r g e l y d i e d out by t h i s time, c e r t a i n l y from among members o f the 
Church of England, and t h e r e was no longer a l i k e l i h o o d t h a t 
p e r s o n a l v i o l e n c e might be o f f e r e d to the V i c a r ; d i s s e n t i n g 
i n t e r e s t s were, however, s t i l l q u i t e f i e r c e l y a n t a g o n i s t i c . During 
the e a r l y p a r t of B u t l e r ' s incumbency of Wantage there was a 
ding-dong b a t t l e going on between orthodox and d i s s e n t f o r 
p o s s e s s i o n of the s o u l s of the Wantage people. E a r l y i n 1852 the 
Wesleyan preacher undertook to 'unmask Puseyism' i n three p u b l i c 
l e c t u r e s given i n the town. In the l a s t of thes e Mr. Mayer, the 
preacher i n question, attacked the Home and i t s C h a p l a i n . But 
although many Wantage people attended these l e c t u r e s , i t does not 
appear t h a t any v i o l e n c e was o f f e r e d to the S i s t e r s as a r e s u l t , 
though they may w e l l have had to bear more ge n e r a l opprobrium. 
The V i c a r , however, was strong i n h i s f a i t h t h a t the work so f a i r l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d was of God and would not be hindered. Awkward and 
p a i n f u l though these a t t a c k s were, he wrote: " I have no f e a r t h a t he 
fMr. MayerJ or anyone e l s e w i l l hinder t h i s work. We o u r s e l v e s alone 
can do t h a t . Lack of c a r e or l a c k o f pray e r w i l l ( d e l i v e r us i n t o ) 
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the hands of the enemy ..." 
CONCERNING THE SISTERS AND THE PENITENTS 
Along w i t h h i s unceasing and i n c r e a s i n g t o i l i n the P a r i s h , the 
V i c a r continued to guide the S i s t e r s of S t . Mary's Home. He p a i d 
them frequent v i s i t s , o f t e n o f f i c i a t e d a t Sunday Evensong and 
preached t h e r e . Vincent was, of course, the r e g u l a r Chaplain and on 
occasion other members o f the s t a f f of c u r a t e s took duty at the Home. 
These c o n t a c t s , together w i t h the work of the S i s t e r s i n the p a r i s h , 
helped to e s t a b l i s h the i d e a i n peoples' minds t h a t the S i s t e r h o o d 
was an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the p a r o c h i a l machinery. 



( i ) A FIRST ADMISSION SERVICE 
On February 2nd, 1852 the V i c a r noted the " a n n i v e r s a r y of the 
commencement of the Home", and f o r the f i r s t time i n the l i f e o f 
the S i s t e r h o o d t h e r e i s a r e f e r e n c e to a formal s e r v i c e of 
admission of S i s t e r s as such. Before t h i s we can only assume t h a t 
some k i n d o f admission took p l a c e at the a c t u a l opening o f the Home 
i n 1850. The entry i n the Journal c o n t i n u e s : " V i c a r addrest the 
S i s t e r s and prepared a s h o r t form of Prayer f o r t h e i r admission 
as S i s t e r s . I t c o n s i s t e d o f two questions, a s k t solemnly and 
solemnly answered and p r a y e r s f o r grace. The Bishop h e a r t i l y 
approved." No copy of t h i s e a r l i e s t form of admission remains to 
us, but i t may be permitted to c o n j e c t u r e what t h e questions were 
l i k e l y to have been from l a t e r forms o f s e r v i c e , i n which t h e 
S i s t e r s answered more than two q u e s t i o n s . The b a s i c q uestions 
were probably somewhat as f o l l o w s : 

"Dost thou, solemnly and i n the Presence of God d e s i r e to devote 
t h y s e l f to His S e r v i c e ? " 

And; 

"Dost thou solemnly and i n the Presence of God, promise t h a t 
thou w i l t endeavour, so long as thou belongest to t h i s S o c i e t y , and 
a r t engaged i n t h i s Work, to keep the Rules t o the best of t h i n e 
a b i l i t y ? " 

Such formal admission, even though of a very simple k i n d , represented 
a d i s t i n c t s t e p i n the development o f the monastic l i f e of the 
Community. 

( i i ) WORK WITH THE PENITENTS 
In t h i s y e a r J u l y 22nd, S t . Mary Magdalene's day, was kept as a 
day of f e s t i v a l and h o l i d a y f o r the inmates o f S t . Mary's Home. 
For the next few years the Pen i t e n t s had a h o l i d a y round about t h i s 
date each y e a r . I t made a welcome break i n t h e i r s t r i c t regimen. 
I n 1852 the Pe n i t e n t s were taken up on t o the Downs and spent a 
happy day i n the open a i r . C l e a r l y though, they were s t i l l o b j e c t s 
of c u r i o s i t y to the l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s . The V i c a r commented • "We 
managed to escape the gazers who had they known of i t would have 
been on the lookout, and the day p a s t h a p p i l y and I t h i n k 
p r o f i t a b l y . They[the g i r l s j l e a r n t how to be happy and innocent at 

42 
the same time." 

One or two more i n t i m a t e p i c t u r e s remain which demonstrate the 
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p e r s o n a l c a r e given to each p e n i t e n t and the c l o s e involvement of 
the V i c a r with the work. The V i c a r recorded i n the Jo u r n a l f o r 
June 7 t h : "A very busy day - c h i e f l y , however, spent at the Home. 
A Penitent who f o r n e a r l y a f o r t n i g h t has been l i k e one 
p o s s e s t , proud, calm and c a l l o u s determined to go, t h i s day by 
God's great mercy was brought round again. I t has been a most 
anxious case ..." T h i s may have been the g i r l of whom Mr. Vincent 
wrote that i t had been " a d v i s a b l e to separate from her f e l l o w 
P e n i t e n t s one, who, from the e f f e c t s of former d i s s i p a t i o n , could 
not bear the excitement of numbers; who, i n f a c t under excitement 
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became f o r the time i n s a n e : her we removed to the second house." 
( i . e . The Cot t a g e ) . T h i s s t o r y may w e l l concern the P e n i t e n t f o r 
whom th r e e of her colleag u e s i n t h e Home banded together "to win 
her by t h e i r p r a y e r s to remain. They asked p e r m i s s i o n to be allowed 
to spend a day i n f a s t i n g and prayer i n b e h a l f of t h e i r companion. 
T h i s was not allowed them, but the Chaplain, having spoken to them 
c o l l e c t i v e l y and a s c e r t a i n e d t h a t a l l d e s i r e d to help her, consented 
to t h e i r g i v i n g up t h e i r b r e a k f a s t and spending t h e i r time i n 
devotion which he h i m s e l f conducted. Before the day c l o s e d they had 
the joy of having t h e i r companion among them, w i l l i n g and anxious 
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to remain." T h i s i n c i d e n t demonstrates t h e very r e a l importance of 
the r e l i g i o u s t e a c h ing given at the Home, at l e a s t to some of the 
inmates. . 
One f u r t h e r i n c i d e n t w i l l i l l u s t r a t e the power f o r good being 
exerted by the Home. "A Pen i t e n t was dying of consumption. Her 
constant p r a y e r ^ n i a r l y a year was that a S i s t e r (of her own) whom 
she knew to be l i v i n g a l i f e of s i n , might be l e d t o repentance. 
As each newcomer (to the Home) was admitted, she ea g e r l y i n q u i r e d 
her name. A f t e r many disappointments the poor s u f f e r e r had at 
length the happiness of welcoming the s i s t e r f o r whose s a l v a t i o n 
she had so e a r n e s t l y s u p p l i c a t e d . The other had heard o f her dying 
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c o n d i t i o n and had walked a l l the way from B r i s t o l to see her." 
Apparently the s i s t e r t r a v e l l e d as f a r as Reading w i t h a man, but 
she q u a r r e l l e d w i t h him and went her own way. On reac h i n g Wantage 
she took lodgings i n the town and then went to the Home. "When 
she knocked at the door she had n e i t h e r knowledge of, nor d e s i r e 
for,repentance. Her v i s i t ended i n her remaining and attending on 
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her s i s t e r during the l a s t weeks o f her l i f e ..." On the death 
of the consumptive the s i s t e r remained at the Home f o r her own 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 
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( i i i ) MISS HEDGER 
In the autumn of 1852 the S i s t e r s and the work of the Home 
s u s t a i n e d a l o s s . Mr. Vincent wrote: "The la d y o f whom I spoke i n 
(a) former account, as coming to our a s s i s t a n c e a f t e r our f i r s t 
great l o s s , and who has s i n c e taken the lead i n superintending the 
work, has been o b l i g e d to le a v e us from i l l - h e a l t h . Suddently, i n 
the autumn,some p a i n f u l symptoms manifested themselves; and t h a t the 
d i s e a s e might not be aggravated, i t was e v i d e n t l y necessary t h a t 
she should g i v e up the work ..." He went on to r e f e r to th e debt 
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owed to her by a l l at the Home. Although i n t h i s r e p o r t 
anonymity was pres e r v e d i n r e f e r e n c e to t h i s lady, t h e r e can be no 
doubt that i t r e f e r r e d to Miss C a t h e r i n e Hedger. Miss Hedger d i d , 
however, remain i n touch w i t h the Home as an E x t e r i o r S i s t e r . 

T h i s event made the l a c k of a Superior even more p a i n f u l l y f e l t . 

( i v ) CHURCH PENITENTIARY ASSOCIATION 
In t h i s year the V i c a r h i m s e l f attended the f i r s t annual meeting 
of the Church P e n i t e n t i a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , on b e h a l f of the Home. 
L a t e r Vincent represented Wantage At t h e s e meetings. The V i c a r does 
not seem to have been p a r t i c u l a r l y impressed by the s o c i e t y at 
f i r s t : "They have not begun, I t h i n k , v e r y w i s e l y . T h e i r s t o c k of 
cash i s £123 and they have engaged room and c l e r k to c o s t £200 per 
annum. I b e l i e v e that works of t h i s k i n d are not to be c a r r i e d on 
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by Committees and C o u n c i l s , and the l i k e . " But much help was t o be 
given to Wantage i n l a t e r y e a r s and no doubt the V i c a r r e v i s e d h i s 
opinion. 
(y) HELP FROM CLEWBR 
In h i s report f o r the year 1852 the Chaplain r e f e r r e d t o the 
Clewer S i s t e r h o o d . On being appealed to they helped the Wantage 
Si s t e r h o o d both by ta k i n g P e n i t e n t s who co u l d not be accommodated 

at Wantage, and by sending S i s t e r s to r e i n f o r c e the l i t t l e band 
at the Home. The Clewer S i s t e r h o o d grew much more r a p i d l y than the 
Wantage Sis t e r h o o d at t h i s time. The Chapl a i n wrote: 

"To the Si s t e r h o o d at Clewer we owe a debt of g r a t i t u d e . Long 
t r i e d themselves by the same wants, but now strengthened i n t h e i r 
numbers, they have s a i d t h a t we should never f a i l f o r want of 
hands to c a r r y on the work, so long as they had one they c o u l d 
spare. Long and f a i t h f u l l y have they a s s i s t e d u s . Yet i t would be 
as wrong t h a t we should r e s t content w i t h t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e , as i t 

49 i s l o v i n g and C h r i s t i a n on t h e i r p a r t to a s s i s t us as they have." 



CONCLUSION, ( v i ) FINANCE AT THE END OF 1852 
At the end of 1852 the f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n of the Home was s t i l l 
p r e c a r i o u s . Expenses were of the order o f £500 o r £600 per annum, 
of which t h e r e was r e g u l a r l y a v a i l a b l e " l i t t l e more than £30 of 
annual s u b s c r i p t i o n , b e s i d e s the payments of the S i s t e r s , " 5 0 w h o 
s t i l l c o n t r i b u t e d annually from t h e i r p r i v a t e incomes. These sums, 
even together w i t h c o l l e c t i o n s made by E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s , had not 
amounted t o more than £250. The r e s t o f th e money depended upon 
donations. I n one sense the Wantage a u t h o r i t i e s recognized t h a t 
i t was good to l i v e from day to day, t r u s t i n g i n God to provide. 
But w i t h the i n c r e a s i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s being undertaken by the 
S i s t e r s at the Home i t s e l f l e t alone works i n the p a r i s h , some 
s e c u r i t y was r e a l l y needed i n order to a l l a y the constant a n x i e t y 
which even the most t r u s t i n g C h r i s t i a n s could h a r d l y f a i l to 
experience i n regard to p r o v i s i o n f o r the c a r e o f those i n t h e i r 
charge. Even now the work could s t i l l c o l l a p s e from s e v e r a l causes 
and with the l o s s of Miss Hedger the s m a l l work f o r c e was s e r i o u s l y 
diminished, every p a i r of hands being of v i t a l importance, and 
presumably her r e g u l a r payment became s m a l l e r a l s o . 



APPENDIX I I I 
The 1852 'Report' and 'Appeal' appended the 'Rules of the 
P e n i t e n t s ' which obtained at the p e r i o d t r e a t e d i n t h i s chapter. 
Those regarding 'Admission, Time of Remaining' e t c : , are appended 
here,others w i l l be t r e a t e d l a t e r . I t should be noted t h a t the 
t i t l e "Mother S u p e r i o r " i s used, although no one had been f o r m a l l y 
appointed as y e t . No doubt the r u l e s were drawn up e i t h e r i n 
Miss Lockhart's time or i f l a t e r , then w i t h an eye to the f u t u r e . 

"1. On e n t e r i n g the House they ( i . e . the P e n i t e n t s ) s h a l l change 
t h e i r own c l o t h e s f o r those provided f o r them. T h e i r own s h a l l be 
returned to them on t h e i r l e a v i n g the House. 
2. They s h a l l not r e t a i n the use of t h e i r f a m i l y name. But always 
be c a l l e d by t h e i r C h r i s t i a n names w h i l s t i n the Home. 
3. The time of t h e i r remaining i n the Home s h a l l be f i x e d by the 
Mother Superior, according to the circumstances of the c a s e . 
4. On t h e i r departure they s h a l l be returned to t h e i r p a r e n t s , or 
f r i e n d s , or p l a c e d i n some s u i t a b l e s i t u a t i o n . 
5. Should any Penitent wish h e r s e l f to l e a v e the Home, she must, 
a f t e r the f i r s t month, give n o t i c e of her i n t e n t i o n t o the Mother 
Superior, and she w i l l not, u n l e s s f o r some s p e c i a l reason, be 
allowed to go out u n t i l the t h i r d day a f t e r such n o t i c e has been 
given; but i f any one conduct h e r s e l f i n a d i s r e s p e c t f u l or 
disobedient manner, or prove i n any way a s u b j e c t o f sc a n d a l to her 
companions, she s h a l l be dis m i s s e d a t the d i s c r e t i o n of the Mother 
Superior, without attending to the above r e g u l a t i o n s . 
6. I f any wish always to remain i n the Home, they s h a l l be kept, i f 
they have the r e q u i s i t e d i s p o s i t i o n s of h u m i l i t y , d o c i l i t y and 
obedience. Those who thus remain i n the Home, w i l l observe the Rules 
and so f a r as a p p l i c a b l e to them, the e x e r c i s e s o f the other 
P e n i t e n t s , but w i l l a l s o be permitted to keep the hours w i t h the 
S i s t e r s . " 5 1 

(Clause 6 i n d i c a t e s the beginning of a work which has never up to 
the present time been e n t i r e l y r e l i n q u i s h e d , although the 
c a t e g o r i e s of person e n t e r i n g today, and the l i f e they l i v e i n 
the Convent have a l t e r e d . T h e i r l i f e i s l e s s s t r i c t . But the f u l l 
s t o r y belongs to a l a t e r p e r i o d ) . 
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CHAPTER I I I 1853 - 1855 
PERSEVERANCE; DEVELOPMENTS AND FRUSTRATIONS 

1853 

The year 1853 seems to have opened without much i n c i d e n t so f a r as 
the work of S t . Mary's Home was concerned. No events having any 
connexion w i t h the S i s t e r s are recorded i n the P a r i s h Journal f o r 
the month of January. Not even upon February 2nd d i d the V i c a r 
remark upon the a n n i v e r s a r y of the opening o f the Home. 
THE OLD COTTAGE 
On February 3rd there was h e l d the f u n e r a l o f one of the young 
g i r l s who had been under Miss Hayes' charge at the Old Cottage 
i n Newbury S t r e e t . I t i s not c l e a r whether the g i r l had been a 
p u p i l - t e a c h e r or a member of the Workschool. But " e i g h t of her 
pa r t y from Miss Hayes house j o i n e d the f u n e r a l , which was altogether 
very touching and r e v e r e n t . She had q u i t e attached h e r s e l f t o t h e i r 
S o c i e t y , and had been much more s e r i o u s and s a t i s f a c t o r y . " ' 1 ' 
E v i d e n t l y the almost monastic p a t t e r n o f l i f e a t the Cottage was 
beginning to have an e f f e c t upon some of the g i r l s who l i v e d or 
worked t h e r e . 

L a t e r i n t h i s same month Miss Hayes began t o enlarge the Cottage 
i n order to make "a l a r g e r and more a i r y workroom for the 
Wo r k g i r l s " and "to change the p r e s e n t Workschool with i t s p r e c i n c t s 
i n t o a washhouse i n which she proposes to employ four foundling 
g i r l s , lodging, feeding and c l o t h i n g them. T h i s " says the V i c a r 
" i s to c o s t me nothing. May God prosper t h i s earnest e f f o r t to 
uphold t h e s e poor g i r l s " . D e t a i l s of the enlargement are scanty 
but a s l i g h t d e s c r i p t i o n of the Cottage c i r c a 1854 g i v e s a l i t t l e 
i d e a of i t s s i z e . "The Old Cottage ... c o n s i s t e d of about t e n 
rooms, w i t h two sm a l l out-houses separated from t h e r e s t of the 
house by a broad passage paved w i t h cobbles, which had e v i d e n t l y 
been used as a roadway f o r a pony and c a r t ; a broad doorway opening 
on to the s t r e e t at one end, and on the garden at the o t h e r . 

On the groundfloor t h e r e was a very s m a l l room, w i t h a g l a s s door 
opening on to a s t r i p of lawn, t h e room i t s e l f so modern i n 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , and so u n l i k e the r e s t of the house, as to g i v e the 
impression of having been added much l a t e r . . . Another room adjoining 
t h i s was used as a d i n i n g room, and a l s o as a s i t t i n g room." 
There was a l s o "a schoolroom for the te a c h e r s and monitors w i t h a 
k i t c h e n and laundry..." This "laundry" i s probably the "washhouse" 
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r e f e r r e d to above. We hear no more about t h i s p a r t i c u l a r scheme of 
Miss Hayes*. 

L i f e i n the Cottage was not a l l work and no p l a y , i n s p i t e of the 
s t r i c t regime, f o r on E a s t e r Tuesday "Miss Hayes gave a t e a p a r t y 
to some 30 c h i l d r e n and others dependent on her house." 

3 
L a t e r , i n the e a r l y summer, an ent r y i n the P a r i s h J o u r n a l r e v e a l s 
that Miss Hayes had f a l l e n i l l . A note of a n x i e t y i s d e t e c t a b l e 
as the V i c a r reviews the s i t u a t i o n i n the s c h o o l s . "The Schools 
need some a t t e n t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y the G i r l s ' School, so long, 
through Miss Hayes*continued i l l n e s s , b e r e f t of a r e g u l a r m i s t r e s s . 

• And I don't t h i n k that the average attendance i s q u i t e so good as 
i t was l a s t y e a r ... We must watch f o r c h i l d r e n and p i c k them up 
at once ..." What i s not c l e a r from the very s c a n t y evidence, 
i s whether r e g u l a r or o c c a s i o n a l h e l p i n t h e schools was afforded 
at t h i s p e r i o d , by any o f the S i s t e r s from the Home. But i t i s 
c l e a r t h a t one o r two of the S i s t e r s were s t i l l s l e e p i n g at the 
Cottage, because of l a c k of room at the Home. 

In the autumn the Middle School moved from the Cottage to another 
house i n Newbury S t r e e t . T h i s f r e e d a room at the Cottage. The new 
house afforded more commodious q u a r t e r s f o r the s c h o o l , which now 
numbered twenty three g i r l s . Miss Lucy Watkins continued, f o r the 
time, t o be i n charge of the Middle School. 

In h i s summary of the c o n d i t i o n of the works i n the P a r i s h made at 
the end of the year, the V i c a r once again expresses h i s concern 
about the s c h o o l s . He concludes the summary by s a y i n g : 

"And worst of a l l t h e r e i s constant a n x i e t y about those i n charge 
of £the schools}'. So f a r as the G i r l s are concerned "Miss Hayes 
from her d e l i c a t e h e a l t h and other causes i s s c a r c e l y to be 
depended on f o r long, w h i l e Miss Watkins by whose e x e r t i o n s the 
Middle School i s s u s t a i n e d , i s a b s o l u t e l y engaged to the S. Saviour * 
Sisterhood i n London, as soon as her p l a c e here can be s u p p l i e d . " 
From t h i s e ntry the f i r s t impression t h a t a l l was not w e l l w i t h 
the matters under Miss Hayes » c a r e i s r e c e i v e d . There are no more 
i n d i c a t i o n s of d i f f i c u l t y f o r some time to come, nor do we hear 
what the "other c a u s e s " of concern were. 

THE HOME ( i ) ACCOMMODATION 
Ap p l i c a t i o n s s t i l l poured i n f o r accommodation i n the Home. S i n c e 



1850 g a r r e t s i n the roof had been enlarged and a l o f t turned i n t o 
a g a r r e t i n order to f i t i n more people. The l a n d l o r d was 
e v i d e n t l y q u i t e h e l p f u l , p e r m i t t i n g new windows to be made i n the 
roof, and other changes, although the house was only on l e a s e f o r 
a number of y e a r s . The need f o r a l a r g e r permanent b u i l d i n g was 
becoming f e l t even more a c u t e l y , and an "Appeal f o r Help Towards 
(The) Support And Enlargement" of the accommodation was i s s u e d i n 
t h i s y e a r . A b u i l d i n g fund had al r e a d y been begun, but money came 
i n f o r t h i s purpose more slowly than f o r c u r r e n t expenses. 

The work of the Home was a l s o s o r e l y t r i e d because the Chaplain 
f e l l i l l and was absent f o r a very long p e r i o d . During t h i s time 
the V i c a r undertook most of Mr. Vincent's work at the Home. 
Otherwise the work i n 1853 was "con s o l i d a t e d r a t h e r than advanced..*1 

The Chaplain commented t h a t the work was "proved by the s t r a i n o f 
numbers, p r a c t i s i n g our S i s t e r s i n the management o f a l a r g e r 
body of inmates."^ 

( i i ) DEFECTIONS 
From time to time inmates o f the Home l e f t before t h e i r time o f 
probation was up e i t h e r by request, or sometimes by d e f e c t i o n . Two 
sep a r a t e i n c i d e n t s recorded i n 1853 i l l u s t r a t e the k i n d of th i n g 
t h a t could happen. On Thursday i n E a s t e r Week "... two of the 
Pen i t e n t s climbed over the w a l l which s e p a r a t e s the garden of the 
Home from the Pumfreys and escaped. Both were u n s a t i s f a c t o r y , one 
had been 21 months, the other about 4 with u s . The e l d e r was very 
d e c e i t f u l and a bad example i n her home as 'hortator s c e l e r a n s ' , so 
tha t i n f a c t , except f o r the poor g i r l ' s own sake, I am glad t o 

7 
be r i d of her ..." 

But such an i n c i d e n t was not permitted to remain a domestic concern 
Ignoring the f a c t that the Pen i t e n t s were volun t a r y inmates o f 
the Home and could l e a v e i f they wished, p r e f e r a b l y of course by 
l e s s dramatic methods than escaping over the garden w a l l ; an 
anonymous troublemaker chose to make a p u b l i c i s s u e of the 
i n c i d e n t . One night soon afterwards pamphlets c o n t a i n i n g p r i n t e d 
v e r s e s concerning the escape of the g i r l s from the Home were 
s c a t t e r e d upon the ground. The V i c a r commented, "while men s l e p t 
h i s enemy came and sowed t a r e s . . . " To add to t h i s m a l i c i o u s 
l e t t e r s were w r i t t e n t o the "Oxford C h r o n i c l e " and the "Reading 
Mercury" Newspapers. Both papers seem t o have d e a l t j u s t l y w i t h 
the matter, although the former was a d i s s e n t i n g paper, much ,to 
the V i c a r ' s r e l i e f . 9 The "very p e r t i n a c i o u s and worrying wesleyan 



preacher at Wantage" who had attacked the Home e a r l i e r , was 
e v i d e n t l y one of the correspondents. 

The V i c a r went to see the e d i t o r of the "Oxford C h r o n i c l e " who 
expressed h i m s e l f w i l l i n g to help s t r a i g h t e n out the whole a f f a i r 
by p u b l i s h i n g an explanatory l e t t e r . T h i s e d i t o r turned out t o be 
a good churchman i n s p i t e of h i s job i n the "enemy camp" and he 
evinced c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t i n the Home.** 

The second d e f e c t i o n occurred a f t e r Christmas, but i t does not 
seem t o have aroused p u b l i c antagonism: 

" S t . John's Day. Rachel, one of our P e n i t e n t s , absconded. She was 
under punishment f o r p i l f e r i n g . The Policemen were very c a r e f u l 
and a c t i v e i n the c a s e . " County P o l i c e f o r c e s were at t h i s p e r i o d , 
i n process of being formed throughout the county. 

( i i i ) A DEATH AT THE HOME 
In the summer one of the Pe n i t e n t s f e l l m o r t a l l y i l l , probably 
of t u b e r c u l o s i s . The f i r s t death at the Home had been t h a t of 
" E l i z a b e t h " who had e v i d e n t l y come to the Home, at i t s opening, 
i n a very d e b i l i t a t e d c o n d i t i o n . The V i c a r noted that on Sunday 
June 19th, he was c a l l e d out of Evensong a t the Home "during 
the sermon to the deathbed of L o u i s a Hindes, who had been i l l f o r 
some weeks p a s t . She died i n S i s t e r H a r r i e t ' s arms choking w i t h 
blood emitted from her lungs. She had been f o r a long time one o f 
our most s a t i s f a c t o r y , and ( I ) am indeed t h a n k f u l t h a t being so, 
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i t has pl e a s e d God to take her to Himself." L o u i s a was b u r i e d on 
June 22nd b e s i d e E l i z a b e t h "the f i r s t c a l l e d of our l i t t l e f l o c k 
of P e n i t e n t s . The other P e n i t e n t s and the S i s t e r s made a processior 
and the b i e r was borne by John, George, and Henry Kent among others, 
These Kents probably came from yet another Wantage f a m i l y whose 
connexions w i t h the Sisterhood were to continue i n t o the tw e n t i e t h 
century. 

Sadly, Louisa's f u n e r a l drew f o r t h opposition and i r r e v e r e n t 
behaviour from some men and boys i n Mr. Hart's employment, and 
"they s e t up a d e r i s i v e laugh or r a t h e r demoniacal y e l l as the poor 

13 
g i r l s past by." 
( i v ) A PENITENT GOES ABROAD 
I t has already been noted that p a r t o f the work of the Home was 
e i t h e r to f i n d s i t u a t i o n s to which p e n i t e n t s might go a f t e r they 
l e f t the Home, or to r e t u r n them to t h e i r f a m i l i e s . I t i s of 
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i n t e r e s t to f i n d that a Pen i t e n t even went abroad on her departure 
from the Home. On December 12th, the V i c a r took a Penitent to 
Southampton to see her o f f to the Cape of Good Hope t r a v e l l i n g i n 
the "screwsteamer" the " C a l c u t t a " . E v i d e n t l y the Bishop o f Cape 
Town was t r a v e l l i n g on the same boat and was to take charge of the 
Penitent on the journey. The V i c a r recorded t h a t the " v e s s e l ... 
was most s p l e n d i d l y and con v e n i e n t l y f i t t e d up" and h i s a n x i e t y 
t h a t the Penitent should not be submitted to temptation, w h i l e on 
the voyage, was a l l a y e d on f i n d i n g t h a t the women passengers' 
be r t h s "were q u i t e removed from the s a i l o r s . " He thought that 

14 
with only a l i t t l e c a r e " t h e r e would be no danger of e v i l " , 

(v) THE OXFORD PENITENTIARY 
An important development of the p e n i t e n t i a r y system as i t a f f e c t e d 
S t . Mary's Home was s e t on foot i n 1853, i n the form of a l i n k 
between the Oxford P e n i t e n t i a r y and the Home at Wantage. The 
Chaplain wrote: "We had f e l t from the f i r s t t h a t our t r u e p o s i t i o n 
would be th a t of the P e n i t e n t i a r y of that c i t y . " 1 5 A t the end of 
November the " V i c a r went to Oxford t o a meeting of the Committee 
of the Oxford P e n i t e n t i a r y h e l d at Richard Ley's rooms at C h r i s t 
Church. Two r e s o l u t i o n s had been p r e v i o u s l y c a r r i e d (1) that the 
present Oxford P e n i t e n t i a r y should be changed i n t o a Refuge or 
Receiving House (2) that n e g o t i a t i o n s should be entered i n t o w i t h 
me, th a t those t h e r e r e c e i v e d t e m p o r a r i l y might be t r a n s f e r r e d t o 
Wantage f o r a more permanent s t a y . F i n a l l y they r e s o l v e d to o f f e r 
£100 per annum towards the support of S t . Mary's Home i f we would 
undertake to provide permanently f o r ten Oxford g i r l s . To t h i s I 
g l a d l y acceded and c o n s i d e r t h a t we have gained a great p o i n t , i n 
the arrangement." The V i c a r went on to r e f e r to the immediate 
n e c e s s i t y f o r b u i l d i n g , under the circum s t a n c e s . 
There seem to be thr e e main p o i n t s of i n t e r e s t i n t h i s arrangement. 
F i r s t , the l i a i s o n w i t h t h e Oxford P e n i t e n t i a r y was a step towards 
f u l f i l l i n g the aim of the Church P e n i t e n t i a r y A s s o c i a t i o n to have 
refuges i n urban a r e a s , from which p e n i t e n t s c o u l d be passed f o r 
t r a i n i n g to homes i n more r u r a l s e t t i n g s . Secondly, the 
arrangement ensured a r e g u l a r proportion of the income o f the 
Home, thus easing a l i t t l e of the a n x i e t y engendered by the 
n e c e s s i t y to r a i s e almost two-thirds of the t o t a l income each year 
by means o f c h a r i t a b l e donations. Although, a t the same time, i t 
should not be for g o t t e n that the number of inmates was i n c r e a s i n g . 
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T h i r d l y the connexion w i t h the c i t y and U n i v e r s i t y of Oxford 
brought an i n c r e a s e of i n t e r e s t i n the work going forward at 
Wantage. Many prominent Oxonians c o n t r i b u t e d t o the work. 

( v i ) SISTER HARRIET 
The need f o r a Superior f o r the S i s t e r h o o d became i n t e n s i f i e d i n 
t h i s year, not only because of Mr. Vincent's long absence, but 
a l s o because o f Miss Hedger's i l l n e s s . There had a l s o t o be taken 
i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n such matters as the i n c r e a s i n g s i z e of the 
household, which now c o n s i s t e d of eighteen P e n i t e n t s , four 
S i s t e r s - f i v e i n c l u d i n g the M i s t r e s s of P e n i t e n t s - and "a l a d y " 
who was almost c e r t a i n l y Miss C h a r l o t t e Hedger, s i s t e r to 
Catherine and a l s o an E x t e r i o r S i s t e r . Quite c l e a r l y t h ere was need 
fo r a r e s i d e n t Superior to oversee the work and to guide the l i f e 
of the S i s t e r h o o d . 

At the end of the summer, or during the autumn of t h i s y e a r , the 
17 

" e l e c t i o n and formal appointment of a S u p e r i o r " took p l a c e . "One 
S i s t e r had continued w i t h the work from the beginning, and had now 
experience of t h r e e years constant labour i n , and, we may almost 
say, management of i t . Indeed i t was t o her, under God, t h a t we 
owed, i n no small degree, the hopeful c o n d i t i o n of the i n n e r work 
at t h i s time. With the unanimous consent of her f e l l o w - l a b o u r e r s , 

18 
she was chosen "Superior". The Bishop was to i n s t i t u t e her 
f o r m a l l y a l i t t l e l a t e r on. Although t h i s account p r e s e r v e s 
r e t i c e n c e about the i d e n t i t y of the S i s t e r , i t was i n f a c t S i s t e r 
H a r r i e t who was e l e c t e d . C e r t a i n accounts of the s e l e c t i o n of 
S i s t e r H a r r i e t f o r Superior g i v e the impression t h a t the c h o i c e 
was due to the V i c a r . But t h e r e i s no doubt "that there was an 
e l e c t i o n and t h a t the discernment of her a b i l i t i e s was q u i t e as 
much due t o the S i s t e r s among whom she l i v e d and worked as to the 
V i c a r . 
For the most p a r t those who were endeavouring to found r e l i g i o u s 
communities i n the Church of England at t h i s period, t r i e d f i r s t , 
to f i n d "one capable of being a Superior, and then g i v e her 

19 
freedom to i n i t i a t e and develop a system of work". Indeed t h i s had 
been the o r i g i n a l p l a n f o r Wantage. But now one was r a i s e d up who 
had a l r e a d y the b e n e f i t of experience of the l i f e . S i s t e r H a r r i e t 
must have shrunk inwardly from such a t a s k but her f u l f i l m e n t o f i t 
was to prove of the g r e a t e s t importance f o r the development of the 
Community. No p e r i o d of o f f i c e was d e f i n e d at t h i s time, and S i s t e r 
H a r r i e t was to r u l e f o r over t h i r t y y e a r s . 
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MRS. TREVELYAN 
Towards the c l o s e o f 1853 there came to Wantage a Mrs. Frances 
Anne T r e v e l y a n . She took rooms at the " A l f r e d ' s Head" inn w i t h 
some of her f a m i l y . Mrs. Trevelyan»s husband had been incumbent of 
the p a r i s h o f Stogumber i n Somerset, but he had f a l l e n i l l and 
had apparently t o be car e d f o r by people other than h i s w i f e , at 
any r a t e f o r a time. Mrs. Trevelyan was advised to take up some 
work which would give her an i n t e r e s t and she had e s t a b l i s h e d a 
school f o r the t r a i n i n g of domestic s e r v a n t s , a t L i t t l e m o r e . 
She now proposed removing t o Wantage. Mrs. T r e v e l y a n was to 
e x e r c i s e an i n f l u e n c e on the d i r e c t i o n of some of the works of 
philanthropy going forward at Wantage. 

1854 

THE HOME (1) A NEW S I T E 
The l i a i s o n e s t a b l i s h e d with the Oxford P e n i t e n t i a r y promised 
s u f f i c i e n t l y w e l l f o r W i l l i a m B u t l e r to b e l i e v e t h a t the time had 
at l a s t come when i t was necessary t o c a r r y out the p l a n to b u i l d 
a new S t . Mary's Home. E a r l y i n January 1854 the V i c a r began 
ne g o t i a t i o n s f o r the purchase o f a p i e c e o f land on which to 
b u i l d . " F r i d a y . The Epiphany ... I had a long c o n v e r s a t i o n and 
walk w i t h W. Dixon over T r i p p s Meadow i n M i l l S t r e e t which, we 
th i n k , would do w e l l f o r the Home. He was ver y k i n d and hearty 
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about i t " . Tripps Meadow formed p a r t of an area known as Limburgh 
or Limborough, s i t u a t e d on a small h i l l at the West end of M i l l 
S t r e e t on the North s i d e of the road l e a d i n g to the v i l l a g e o f 
Challow. W i l l i a m Dixon was a l o c a l farmer and acted on the Town 
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Commission as d i d the V i c a r h i m s e l f . 

On the f o l l o w i n g day Saturday "... I saw Ormond on the same s u b j e c t 
he too very kind and f r i e n d l y . He promised, i f we co u l d get i t , to 
convey i t without charge." Edward Ormond was a s o l i c i t o r and acted 
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as C l e r k to the Town Commissioners. He, a l s o , became a good 
f r i e n d to the Home. 

The V i c a r s e t h i m s e l f to work t o boost the c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the 
b u i l d i n g fund of the Home and to e n l i s t support f o r the p r o j e c t . 
Some e n t r i e s from the P a r i s h Journal w i l l i l l u s t r a t e h i s a c t i v i t i e s 

"Monday (March 6) ... V i c a r went to Oxford today, and returned 
Tuesday. The o b j e c t o f t h i s v i s i t was to persuade Oxford to 
c o n t r i b u t e to the B u i l d i n g Fund o f the Home. A l l appeared very 
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w i l l i n g and a paper was drawn up and i s to be c i r c u l a t e d through 
the U n i v e r s i t y , which w i l l , i f i t p l e a s e God, b r i n g f o r t h some 
f r u i t s . " 

"Monday March 20. V i c a r at Oxford to make arrangements ("get 
money" i s c r o s s e d out and "make arrangements" i s w r i t t e n over i t ) 
f o r the B u i l d i n g Fund of the Home. Everyone very k i n d and warm." 

"Wednesday. The Bishop who had c a l l e d y e s t e r d a y , met me i n the 
Town, and walkt t o the top of the Union H i l l w i t h me. He promises 
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a sermon f o r the Home, at Oxford." 

" I n a short time £450 was c o l l e c t e d and a grant of £300 was voted 
f o r us by the Church P e n i t e n t i a r y A s s o c i a t i o n . These together 
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r a i s e d our b u i l d i n g fund to the sum o f £1,950." A p i e c e of 
ground was purchased on Limborough about two and a h a l f acres 

25 
i n s i z e . The sum p a i d f o r t h i s s i t e was £309. Plans were drawn up 
by the Oxford Diocesan A r c h i t e c t G.E. S t r e e t Esq., who d i d not 
charge f o r them, making them h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n to the work. 
The p l a n s were drawn up i n three p a r t s : 1. A d w e l l i n g house w i t h 
accommodation f o r t h i r t y P e n i t e n t s , e i g h t S i s t e r s and w i t h a 
laundry, washhouse, and other o f f i c e s . 2. A Chapel; 3. An 
i n f i r m a r y with some separate rooms f o r the Pe n i t e n t s and a c l a s s 
room f o r the use of the Chaplain. Although t h e b u i l d i n g s were 
designed as i n e x p e n s i v e l y as p o s s i b l e , the estimated c o s t of the 
whole t o t a l l e d a sum so f a r beyond the amount a l r e a d y i n hand, 
th a t i t was decided to aim at b u i l d i n g the t h r e e p a r t s s e p a r a t e l y , 
and to d i r e c t present e f f o r t s towards the f i r s t p a r t , i . e . t h e 
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d w e l l i n g house. 
(2) INSTITUTION OF SISTER HARRIET 
S i s t e r H a r r i e t was f o r m a l l y i n s t i t u t e d as Superior of S t . Mary's 
Home by Bishop Wi l b e r f o r c e , on Tuesday, February 2 1 s t , 1854. The 
V i c a r d e s c r i b e d t h e event: "The Bishop went i n the morning t o t h e 
to the Home, and there i n s t i t u t e d S i s t e r H a r r i e t , u s i n g an o f f i c e 
somewhat modified from, but r e t a i n i n g the main f e a t u r e s of the 
Bene d i c t i o (of an abbot or abbess; the word given i s i l l e g i b l e } 
i n the Roman P o n t i f i c a l , i n t o the O f f i c e of Sup e r i o r . T h i s seems 
a most important step, and probably she i s the f i r s t e c c l e s i a s t ­
i c a l l y appointed Superior i n an E n g l i s h house of the kind, s i n c e 

27 
the Reformation ..." 

The form of s e r v i c e used f o r the i n s t i t u t i o n was t h e r e f o r e a 
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developed one. But no m a t e r i a l was r e t a i n e d i n i t which could 
offend Church o f England s e n s i b i l i t i e s . The compilation of the 
s e r v i c e may w e l l have been made by H.P. Liddon, who was l a t e r 
to c o n t r i b u t e to the work of drawing up a form o f s e r v i c e f o r the 
Pr o f e s s i o n of S i s t e r s . The Reverend H.P. Liddon served a curacy 
under the V i c a r . 

The copies of the s e r v i c e of i n s t i t u t i o n were w r i t t e n out by hand 
and the pages were fastened together w i t h thread. The Community 
s t i l l p o s s esses the copy used by the Bishop o f Oxford at the 

28 
i n s t i t u t i o n and i t i s i n Liddon's handwriting. The s e r v i c e i s too 
long to be quoted i n f u l l but c e r t a i n p o i n t s deserve comment. 
On her acceptance by the Bishop the S u p e r i o r - e l e c t "kneels 
and makes the f o l l o w i n g promise of obedience to him as her 
ord i n a r y : -

"I.N. e l e c t e d Superior of S t . Mary's Home f o r P e n i t e n t s i n 
Wantage, do hereby i n the presence o f GOD and of t h i s congregation 
promise and vow a l l f i d e l i t y and due Su b j e c t i o n Obedience and 
Reverence to my Mother the Church of England, and to thee Samuel 

20 
Lord Bishop of t h i s d i o c e s e . " 

The f i r s t point to be noted i s t h a t the Superior i s caused 
e x p l i c i t l y to s t a t e her p o s i t i o n to be th a t of 'Superior o f 
St . Mary's Home f o r P e n i t e n t s ' . There i s no mention of the 
Sisterhood as being i n any way d i s t i n c t from the p a r t i c u l a r work. 
The concept o f the work i s dominant. The second point i s r e l a t e d 
to the f i r s t : the Superior 'promises and vows' f i d e l i t y to the 
Church and to the Bishop, but makes no statement, and gives no 
undertaking to the e f f e c t t h a t she w i l l c a r e f o r the Sisterhood 
as such i n any way at a l l . Of course the concept i s i m p l i c i t , but 
i n a l l subsequent forms of s e r v i c e f o r the i n s t i t u t i o n of the 
Supe r i o r s there i s i n c l u d e d art Uncompromising arid e x p l i c i t 
statement at l e a s t t h a t she w i l l "maintain the Rules and 
Regulations" of the Community, and t h a t so f a r as i n her l i e s , she 
w i l l "provide that a l l o t h e r s s h a l l do th e same." 3°The t i t l e 
"Mother" was not accorded to the Superior o f the Sisterhood u n t i l 
s e v e r a l y e a r s l a t e r . 

(3) CONSTITUTIONS AND RULES 
With the e l e c t i o n o f a Superior to guide the Sisterhood, the tas k 
of c o d i f y i n g the " C o n s t i t u t i o n s and Rules" of the Home was put i n 
hand i n t h i s y e a r . T h i s , the e a r l i e s t document of t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
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nature, was given e p i s c o p a l s a n c t i o n e a r l y i n 1855, but t h e r u l e s 
contained t h e r e i n were c l e a r l y i n f o r c e f o r the Sisterhood 
during 1854. There are only eight r u l e s i n t h i s f i r s t document, 
the f i r s t f i v e being concerned'"with the p r a c t i c a l conducting o f 
the work of the Home upon r e l i g i o u s l i n e s . Rule VI d e a l s w i t h the 
annual accounting f o r r e c e i p t s and expenditure, and Rule V I I 

makes p r o v i s i o n f o r d i s p o s a l of the property of the Home i f t h e 
31 

i n s t i t u t i o n should f a i l "from want of funds or any other cause". 

Reference i s made i n t h i s document to the "Trustees i n whose 
names the property o f the I n s t i t u t i o n s h a l l be h e l d . " On the 
purchase of the f i r s t property p r o p e r l y to belong to t h e 
Sist e r h o o d , a t r u s t was formed f o r i t s holding, the members o f 
which were to be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the d i s p o s a l of the same i n 
cas e of n e c e s s i t y . 

The f i r s t r u l e d e c l a r e s t h e o b j e c t of " t h i s house, S. Mary's 
Home," to be "the s e r v i c e of our Lord Jesus C h r i s t , e s p e c i a l l y i n 
re c l a i m i n g those women who, by s i n c e o f impur i t y , have d e f i l e d 
those bodies which should be the Temples of the Holy Ghost." 
Rule I I provides t h a t the work s h a l l be " c a r r i e d on i n the 
t r u e C h r i s t i a n F a i t h as i t i s s e t f o r t h i n the Doctrine and 
D i s c i p l i n e of the Church o f England, under the d i r e c t i o n of the 
Bishop of the Diocese, by women, members o f the Church of 
England, d e s i r o u s t o give themselves to the s e r v i c e of C h r i s t and 
His Church, who s h a l l be found s u f f i c i e n t i n p i e t y , education and 
other q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . " 

Rule I I I d i r e c t s t h a t these women s h a l l be c a l l e d " S i s t e r s " and 
that they s h a l l be p r e s i d e d over by a Sup e r i o r e l e c t e d from 
among themselves, s u b j e c t t o the approval of the Bishop. The 
Superior s h a l l a ct as "Head of the Family" and as a "Mother to the 
P e n i t e n t s " . She i s t h e r e f o r e to be accorded r e s p e c t f u l obedience 
by both S i s t e r s and P e n i t e n t s , but she i s to e x e r c i s e "no f u r t h e r 
c o n t r o l over them than i s nec e s s a r y f o r the o r d e r l y r e g u l a t i o n o f 
a f a m i l y , and the we l l - d o i n g of the c h i e f work." 

Rule IV a s s o c i a t e s E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s i n the work and s e t s out t h e i r 
f o u r f o l d undertaking of a s s i s t a n c e to the Home i n prayer, alms, 
p r o v i s i o n of work f o r the P e n i t e n t s , and p e r s o n a l help i f p o s s i b l e 
and when r e q u i r e d . 
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Rule V t r e a t s of the Chaplain who i s appointed by the Bishop. 
His d u t i e s c o n s i s t i n conducting the s e r v i c e s i n the Chapel and 
i n i n s t r u c t i n g and c a r i n g f o r the P e n i t e n t s . 

The f i n a l Rule d e c l a r e s the foregoing p l u s i t s e l f to be 
fundamental. I t provides that no a l t e r a t i o n s h a l l be made i n the 
r u l e s without the w r i t t e n consent of t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the S i s t e r s , 
the Bishop and t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the T r u s t e e s . The Trustees were 
mostly clergymen and among them mention must be made of the 
Reverend Charles M a r r i o t t , V i c a r of S t . Mary's Oxford, and a 
sc h o l a r who had a l l i e d h i m s e l f w i t h the men o f the Oxford Movement. 
He was, w i t h i n 6 months of the s i g n i n g o f the " C o n s t i t u t i o n s and 
Rules", to be s t r i c k e n w i t h the p a r a l y t i c c o n d i t i o n from which he 

32 
never recovered. 

I n the f i r s t C o n s t i t u t i o n s and Rules the o b j e c t o f the l i f e of the 
Sisterhood i s not d i s t i n g u i s h e d from i t s work. C e r t a i n l y the 
c l i m a t e of opinion i n the Church o f England at t h i s p e r i o d was 
not favourable i n general to the establishment o f Sisterhoods f o r 
the purpose of f u l f i l l i n g a s p i r i t u a l v o c a t i o n . Indeed the i d e a 
of v o c a t i o n to the development of the s p i r i t u a l l i f e as a good 
thing i n i t s e l f was regarded w i t h the utmost d i s l i k e and s u s p i c i o n 
by many Churchmen. W i l l i a m B u t l e r however, recognized the 
r e a l i t y and importance o f developing the s p i r i t u a l l i f e , and 
urged the S i s t e r s towards i t s c u l t i v a t i o n so that t h e i r work 
should grow out of i t . The s p i r i t u a l l i f e should not be merely 
an adjunct of the work, but i t s very source. 

(4) THE PENITENTS 
At the end of January the V i c a r attended a meeting o f those 
connected w i t h the Church P e n i t e n t i a r y A s s o c i a t i o n . Various 
matters were d i s c u s s e d i n connexion w i t h the treatment of 

33 
P e n i t e n t s . He commented d r y l y i n t h e J o u r n a l : "Mainly we agreed." 

The inmates of S t . Mary's Home l i v e d under a s t r i c t regime c e n t r e d 
upon c e r t a i n r e l i g i o u s observances. T h e i r days were f i l l e d w i t h 
work, peri o d s o f i n s t r u c t i o n , r e l i g i o u s devotions and times f o r 
r e c r e a t i o n . An e x i s t i n g but undated MS timetable g i v e s an i d e a of 
the l i f e o f the Pe n i t e n t s as i t must have been even a t the 
beginning of the work of S t . Mary's Home. They rose at 6.0 a.m. 
and began work a t 6.30. D e t a i l s a r e not giv e n but probably t h i s 
e a r l y s t a r t betokens a short p e r i o d of work before b r e a k f a s t . 
The working day ended at 7.0 p.m. The Pe n i t e n t s were taught to 



73 

spend about f i v e minutes i n p r i v a t e prayer both morning and 
evening; they attended Evensong d a i l y and shortened O f f i c e s of 
Prime and Compline. At some date u n s p e c i f i e d Bishop Cosin's 
compilation o f / D i v i n e O f f i c e was introduced f o r the use of the 
P e n i t e n t s , and Prime and Compline were drawn from t h i s . 
Each g i r l had to l e a r n t h r e e l e s s o n s " i n the week from 
Catechisms, or Chapters or Psalms" and these were heard at s t a t e d 
times. On Sundays they a l s o had to l e a r n the c o l l e c t , and a hymn 
or p a r t of a hymn. R e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n i n c l u d e d g e n e r a l 
c a t e c h i s i n g by the Chaplain, and c l a s s e s given by the S i s t e r s . 
C l a s s e s i n other s u b j e c t s were a l s o g i v e n . 

Communicants were expected to be present at Communion every 
Sunday and non-communicants every other Sunday. But the presence 
of the l a t t e r depended upon good conduct during a nine or ten 
months s t a y i n the Home. D a i l y r e c r e a t i o n a l p e r i o d s c o n s i s t e d 
of h a l f an hour a f t e r dinner, e i t h e r out of doors or i n the c l a s s 
room, and from a f t e r Evensong u n t i l 8.30 p.m. 

I f P e n i t e n t s became "quite unmanageable they [were J p l a c e d i n 
s o l i t a r y confinement, provided w i t h needlework, and allowed no 
i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h any one but the person who £tookJ t h e i r food -
but i n c a s e of a g i r l t h a t t h i s might be h u r t f u l t o , " i t was 
thought " w e l l to l e t her have some manual work as s e p a r a t e as 

34 
p o s s i b l e from the o t h e r s . " 

I n outward conduct the P e n i t e n t s were expected to observe s t r i c t 
r u l e s , some of which may have been i n f l u e n c e d by the monastic 
p a t t e r n of the l i f e of the house: f o r example, Rule 2. of the code 
f o r Outward Conduct which l a y s i t down t h a t when they are reported, 
"they s h a l l l i s t e n humbly to what i s s a i d , without i n t e r r u p t i n g or 
excusing themselves." Also Rule 6 which commands the P e n i t e n t s t o 
" s t r i c t l y observe the appointed hours of s i l e n c e ; and at other 
times (they) s h a l l r e f r a i n from speaking on the s t a i r s , from 
si n g i n g i n going from p l a c e to p l a c e , and g e n e r a l l y from a l l loud 
t a l k i n g , and noise, and v i o l e n c e of manner, i n the performance of 
t h e i r work." 

Other r u l e s were probably d i c t a t e d by the n e c e s s i t y f o r extreme 
c a r e both i n the handling of these g i r l s and i n seeking to g i v e 
them a f r e s h s t a r t i n l i f e . The r u l e s of anonymity quoted i n 
Appendix I I I of Chapter I I may at times have been d i f f i c u l t to 
enforce, but shame must sometimes have made the g i r l s g l a d of them. 
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Rule 11 o f those governing outward conduct e n j o i n s p r e s e r v a t i o n 
of f u r t h e r anonymity and s i l e n c e upon c e r t a i n m atters: "They must 
never mention t h e i r f a m i l y or p l a c e of r e s i d e n c e ; nor speak to 
one another o f t h e i r p a st times, o r o f t h e i r temptations, or of 
what t h e i r M i s t r e s s , the Mother Superior or the Chaplain s a y s t o 
them f o r t h e i r d i r e c t i o n . To avoid temptation i n t h i s r e s p e c t , 
they must not walk nor s i t two together at r e c r e a t i o n , but 
always f i n d another to j o i n them." 

The r e l i g i o u s aim of t h e i r t r a i n i n g was expressed; f o r example 
i n Rule 1 of t h i s code: 

"They s h a l l pay a l l r e s p e c t and obedience to the Mother Superior 
and M i s t r e s s , or S i s t e r under whose c a r e they are placed, as s e t 
over them" by our Lord and Saviour, and lab o u r i n g w i t h Him f o r 
the s a l v a t i o n of t h e i r s o u l s . " The P e n i t e n t s were thus t o t r y to 
regard those i n a u t h o r i t y i n the Home as instruments given by God 
f o r the forwarding of t h e i r p e r s o n a l repentance and s a l v a t i o n . 

Some of the r u l e s may seem impossibly r e s t r i c t i v e today, but i t 
must be remembered t h a t the g i r l s and young women were under 
c o r r e c t i v e d i s c i p l i n e and they were a t the same time being cared 
f o r . There i s no doubt at a l l that the kindness and love w i t h 
which these f i r s t S i s t e r s of the Community endeavoured to help the 
Pen i t e n t s made a deep, converting and l a s t i n g impression upon many 
of them. We have a l r e a d y noted i n s t a n c e s o f r e a l penitence and 
conversion, and many l e t t e r s were r e c e i v e d from g r a t e f u l young 
women and g i r l s who had f i n i s h e d t h e i r time i n the Home and had gone 
out to l i v e a new l i f e . Some even came back to spend t h e i r 
h o l i d a y periods at the Home, perhaps o c c a s i o n a l l y out of n e c e s s i t y 
i f they had nowhere e l s e to go, but c h i e f l y from d e l i b e r a t e c h o i c e . 
Of course t h e r e were f a i l u r e s , but the o v e r a l l impression gained 
i s one of u t t e r l y worthwhile endeavour on the p a r t of those who 

, 35 ran the work. 

(5) BISHOP WILBERFORCE : TWO LETTERS CONCERNING THE SISTERHOOD 
( i j W i l l i a m B u t l e r e v i d e n t l y c o n s u l t e d Bishop W i l b e r f o r c e about the 
s o r t of r u l e s to be made f o r the S i s t e r s to observe during t h e i r 
absences from the Home, f o r example on the s u b j e c t of whom they 
should c o n s u l t f o r the purpose o f ob t a i n i n g needful help i n 
s p i r i t u a l matters. I n a l e t t e r dated May 14th, 1854, the Bishop 
wrote of a d e c i s i o n he had r e c e n t l y made: 



7T 

"My deal* B u t l e r ... There i s one point at which I have a r r i v e d 
as to Clewer. I t i s t h a t w h i l s t we admit no strange c l e r g y ±r\ 
the House, we ask no questions as t o the s p i r i t u a l advice t h e 
S i s t e r s seek and obt a i n during t h e i r permitted absences from the 
House, provided i t concerns only t h e i r own s p i r i t u a l w e l f a r e . 

I am ever, my dear B u t l e r 
Very a f f e c t l y yours. S. Ox«n." 3 6 

( i i ) I n t h i s year a l e t t e r was publish e d by one Mr. Wratislaw, 
a l l e g i n g among other t h i n g s , the i l l e g a l i m p o s i t i o n of vows o f 
r e l i g i o n upon the S i s t e r s of S t . Mary's Home. The matter i s o f 
i n t e r e s t as i t i l l u s t r a t e s t he k i n d of opposition s t i l l being 
r a i s e d a g a i n s t S i s t e r h o o d s . Indeed i t was to take s e v e r a l y e a r s 
of unremitting, unobtrusive and s e l f - d e n y i n g t o i l and s e r v i c e t o 
the community at l a r g e before t h i s k i n d of thing d i e d down. The 
Bishop wrote to the V i c a r : 

" I suppose you see that Wratislaw has pub l i s h e d h i s l e t t e r to the 
Bishop o f London. I t h i n k you should g i v e i t an answer: very short 
and on the one simple p o i n t of vows. I should say -

I . That no vow d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t i s administered or allowed. 
I I . That t h i s i s known and avowed by every a u t h o r i t y , and 

inmate i n the House. 
I I I . That t h i s has been already e x p l a i n e d to him and was 

explained to h i s s i s t e r by you and by the Sis t e r h o o d . 
IV. That the s e r v i c e on which he grounds h i s imputation, i s 

no more than praying God t o b l e s s and prosper the work 
i n which the S i s t e r i s engaging - and t h e r e I should l e a v e 
i t . Saying t h a t you have f e l t i t r i g h t to answer the 
t a n g i b l e charge and d e c l i n e going i n t o any other matter 
w i t h one who shows h i m s e l f so i n a c c u r a t e . 

37 
May God b l e s s you ..." 

I t i s indeed hard to see how such a charge could have been made. 
The only p o s s i b l e s e r v i c e used by the Si s t e r h o d d to date which 
even contained the word "vow" was that o f the i n s t i t u t i o n of 
S i s t e r H a r r i e t as Superior. But i n that s e r v i c e she vowed 
f i d e l i t y to the Church of England, a f a c t which would seem to c a l l 
f o r approbation r a t h e r than censure! 

(6) A MINOR LITURGICAL DETAIL : AN INFERENCE 
I n the P a r i s h Journal under Saturday 28th January, t h e r e i s an 
entry r e c o r d i n g the f u n e r a l of Mrs. Trevelyan's nephew Harry 
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Lumsden, who had d i e d o f f e v e r w h i l e s t a y i n g a t the " A l f r e d ' s 
Head". At the f u n e r a l t h e r e was a c e l e b r a t i o n o f the Holy 
Communion and the V i c a r r e f e r r e d to the "Purple A l t a r vestments 
from the Home" as having been used. This may w e l l i n d i c a t e t h a t the 
S i s t e r s at the Home enjoyed a s l i g h t l y g r e a t e r freedom i n 
l i t u r g i c a l matters than was p o s s i b l e at the P a r i s h Church. 
Presumably the Church d i d not, as y e t , have f u l l s e t s of 
seasonal hangings, and even i f i t had, i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t the 
V i c a r would have been a b l e to use them without rousing at any 
r a t e some opposition at t h i s time. I n l a t e r y e a r s , when the V i c a r 
had won h i s way, needlework done a t the Home was to e n r i c h the 
ornamentation o f the P a r i s h Church. 

(7) THE CRIMEAN WAR 
In October 1854 i t was decided by the Government to send Miss 
Fl o r e n c e N i g h t i n g a l e , w i t h a band of female nurses, to help the 
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s t a f f of the h o s p i t a l at S c u t a r i w ith the n u r s i n g of the 
ap p a l l i n g number of c a s u a l t i e s . " E a r l Nelson asked Anglican 
Sisterhoods each t o c o n t r i b u t e two or more S i s t e r s as nurses i n 
the E a s t . " I n the event Miss N i g h t i n g a l e "took ten Roman C a t h o l i c 
and f o u r t e e n Anglican S i s t e r s . " The r e s i d e n t Wantage S i s t e r h o o d 
was f a r too small t o be able to r e l e a s e S i s t e r s f o r overseas 
s e r v i c e at t h i s stage. But a Miss P. Osborne, who became an 
E x t e r i o r S i s t e r i n th a t year, went out w i t h Miss N i g h t i n g a l e ' s 
p a r t y . Miss Osborne l a t e r gave a great d e a l of s e r v i c e to the 
Sist e r h o o d and her going t o S c u t a r i may have caused some hardship 
at Wantage. But at present we have no a c t u a l evidence that she 
was a l r e a d y deeply engaged i n the work at Wantage a t t h i s p e r i o d . 
THE OLD COTTAGE. 
The Cottage, under Miss Hayes' charge, continued to house the g i r l 
p u p i l t e a c h e r s and monitors, and the Workschool. There were about 
ten p u p i l t e a c h e r s and monitors, and they a s s i s t e d i n the G i r l s 
N a t ional School and the I n f a n t School. The Middle School remained 
under Miss Lucy Watkins' charge u n t i l May 3rd, when a Miss Power 
came to r e p l a c e her. Miss Power took up her qu a r t e r s at the 
Cottage. There was some d i f f i c u l t y i n p r o v i d i n g enough reasonably 
s k i l l e d help f o r Miss Power as the number of c h i l d r e n attending 
the Middle School i n c r e a s e d . But by the end of the year the 
school was promising w e l l , and t h e r e were now some c h i l d r e n 
attending i t as boarders. 

At some po i n t Miss Hayes was a l s o j o i n e d at the Cottage by a Miss 
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Puttock, who became c h i e f l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the i n s t r u c t i o n o f 
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the g i r l p u p i l t e a c h e r s themselves. Miss Puttock was c e r t a i n l y 
i n r e s i d e n c e 0 b y the end of 1854, but the a c t u a l date of her 
a r r i v a l has not, so f a r , been d i s c o v e r e d . 

The t h r e e l a d i e s , Miss Hayes, Miss Power and Miss Puttock, l i v e d 
t h e i r l i v e s upon a conventual p a t t e r n , and the customs of t h e i r 
household were framed a c c o r d i n g l y . The other inmates of the 
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Cottage were expected t o conform to t h e s e customs. The V i c a r had 
hopes that these three l a d i e s would e v e n t u a l l y form the nucleus 
f o r h i s l o n g - d e s i r ed school s i s t e r h o o d , but as no more l a d i e s had 
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o f f e r e d themselves by the end of the y e a r , he began to d e s p a i r 
of t h i s . I n h i s summary of the s t a t e of the p a r i s h at the end of the 
year, he i n c l u d e d the f o l l o w i n g passage i n h i s review of the 
negative s i d e of the c o n d i t i o n of the schools : 
"...We don't make the l e a s t p r o g r e s s . Rather I f e a r , we have gone 
back i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s during the l a s t year. I t would be g r i e v o u s l y 
g i v e up a l l i d e a of the School S i s t e r h o o d p l a n - but I f e a r t h a t 
I am g r a v i t a t i n g to t h i s . I t w i l l not do to r i s k the c h i l d r e n , 
w h i l e we are w a i t i n g f o r h e l p . School accounts, r e g i s t e r s , m a t e r i a l s , 
c h i l d r e n ' s bonnets and shawls, e t c . , are c o n t i n u a l l y neglected, 
and i t i s q u i t e i m p o s s i b l e t o f i n d anyone who can be c a l l e d 
r e s p o n s i b l e . While I am spending as much as would f i n d masters 
and m i s t r e s s e s of the best ..." But: "The Middle School under Miss 
Power, i s very l i k e l y , by God's mercy, to answer w e l l and become 
an important i n g r e d i e n t i n our p a r o c h i a l machinery." 

The l i f e at the Cottage cannot have appeared to be p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a t t r a c t i v e and perhaps people who d e s i r e d to h e l p were discouraged 
from coming by what they heard of the manner of l i f e . Added to 
t h i s , the foregoing remarks seem to i n d i c a t e a s l i g h t a t t i t u d e of 
i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on the p a r t of the t h r e e l a d i e s . I t i s c e r t a i n 
that the p u p i l t e a c h e r s found the regime at the Cottage "rigorous 
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and u n n a t u r a l , " and the teaching they themselves r e c e i v e d seems 

45 
to have been but d e s u l t o r y . 

Miss Lucy Lampet, who began her t r a i n i n g as a p u p i l teacher, aged 
13, i n 1854, recorded i n l a t e r y e a r s that one of t h e rooms on the 
f i r s t f l o o r of the Cottage "was f i t t e d up and used as an o r a t o r y . 
I t was a low passage room w i t h a window of t h i c k coloured g l a s s 
looking on to the garden; the w a l l s were hung round w i t h t h i c k 
red c u r t a i n s ... the O f f i c e s were s a i d i n the Oratory and the 
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p u p i l t e a c h e r s attended Lauds, Sext and Compline. To one who l i k e 
myself, had come s t r a i g h t from a v i l l a g e where going to Church 
twice on a Sunday had c o n s t i t u t e d the whole o f the r e l i g i o u s 
s e r v i c e s to which I had been accustomed, t h e r e was something 
s t r a i n e d and i n j u d i c i o u s i n these frequent s e r v i c e s to which 
Evensong i n Church was a l s o added." But Miss Lampet was l a r g e -
minded enough to a p p r e c i a t e fragments of the O f f i c e s which had 
remained i n her memory afterwards, and she i n s t a n c e s the " B i b l e 
Songs". 

As w e l l as attending these O f f i c e s , the t e a c h e r s spent a quarter 
of an hour i n p r i v a t e prayer i n the Oratory before Compline each 
night; "at the end of which time a l i t t l e gong was sounded by t h e 
person i n charge. T h i s was the s i g n a l f o r one to go and summon 
Miss Hayes, the head of the house, to come up and say the O f f i c e . 
Very f r e q u e n t l y i t was a long time before she came and one r e c a l l s 
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the weary w a i t i n g time i t was." I t i s tempting t o wonder why 
Miss Hayes was so f r e q u e n t l y delayed, and whether the V i c a r was 
aware t h a t she could be d i l a t o r y i n her d u t i e s and i n c l u d e d t h i s 
among h i s f e a r s about her s u i t a b i l i t y f o r S i s t e r h o o d l i f e . 

In s p i t e of a l l the d i f f i c u l t i e s and the u n s a t i s f a c t o r y c o n d i t i o n 
of the educational work i n the V i c a r ' s eyes, i t remains a f a c t 
t h a t the Schools earned c o n s i d e r a b l e money grants from t h e 
Government Education Department i n t h i s year. The V i c a r was able, 
f o r the f i r s t time, to c o n s i d e r remunerating some of the p u p i l 
t e a c h e r s who were i n p o s i t i o n s of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . Some 
remuneration f o r p u p i l t e a c h e r s had, f o r some time, been accepted 
i n p r i n c i p l e as only j u s t and proper. 

E v i d e n t l y the V i c a r r e c e i v e d an o f f e r of v o l u n t a r y help f o r the 
schools during 1854, and although we have no d e t a i l s of the o f f e r , 
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a quotation remains from a l e t t e r w r i t t e n by the V i c a r to one of 
the l a d i e s concerned. I n i t the female e d u c a t i o n a l work i n Wantage 
i s d e s c r i b e d as c o n s i s t i n g " . . . ( 1 ) of a l a r g e National School, 
(2) of an I n f a n t School, (3) of a Middle School f o r tradesmen's 
and farmers' daughters, (4) of a small t r a i n i n g establishment £>r 
M i s t r e s s e s , and (5) of an I n d u s t r i a l School*? f o r g i r l s who have 
passed through the c u r r i c u l u m of the G i r l s ' School...•* (5) r e f e r s 
to the Workschool housed at the Cottage. A School f o r "young 
l a d l e s " had not yet been e s t a b l i s h e d . The l e t t e r c o n t i n u e s : "... 
our present d e s i r e i s to extend our operations through the 
Deanery of Wantage, of which I am Rural Dean, and endeavour to 
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supply the various schools and poor p a r i s h e s , o f which i t i s 
composed, wi t h s c h o o l m i s t r e s s e s of a more t r u l y r e l i g i o u s 
c h a r a c t e r than a r e , as I f i n d from long experience, at pre s e n t 
t o be obtained." The l a s t sentence quoted reminds us of the 
V i c a r ' s e a r l y p l a n f o r h i s Si s t e r h o o d which i n c l u d e d t h e i r 
a s s i s t a n c e i n t r a i n i n g such M i s t r e s s e s to go out i n t o the v i l l a g e s , 

1855 

I . THE SISTERHOOD OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN. A 

1. A NEW SISTER 

On the Fea s t of the P u r i f i c a t i o n 1855, the ann i v e r s a r y of the 
opening of the Home, a Miss E l i z a b e t h Frances Emmott was admitted 
to the r e s i d e n t S i s t e r h o o d a t the Home. Miss Emmott had been an 
E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s i n c e 1852. The V i c a r noted: "Miss Emmott as 
S i s t e r to the Home ( e l e c t ) t i l l t he Bishop can gi v e her formal 
i n s t i t u t i o n and b e n e d i c t i o n ? I t i s to be noted here that no 
probationary p e r i o d i s d i r e c t l y r e f e r r e d t o, but i t i s probably 
to be i n f e r r e d . Whether the f a c t that she had been an E x t e r i o r 
S i s t e r meant t h a t she need not undergo a long probation i s not 
c l e a r , but i t seems p o s s i b l e that t h i s was the c a s e . Miss Emmott 
was known henceforth as " S i s t e r F r a n c e s " and she was a welcome 
a d d i t i o n to the l i t t l e band. 

2. THE NEW BUILDING 
The ground having been obtained and the plans drawn up, i t needed 
now a s u f f i c i e n t i n c r e a s e i n funds to enable the commencement o f 
the b u i l d i n g o f the new S t . Mary's Home. During the e a r l y p a r t of 
the year donations to the b u i l d i n g fund came i n so slowly t h a t i t 
began to look as though the work could not be begun f o r another 
year. F u r t h e r delay would have been a s e r i o u s matter and a meeting 
was h e l d i n Oxford of people i n t e r e s t e d i n the work. The p o s i t i o n 
having been explained to the meeting, c e r t a i n " f r i e n d s i n Oxford 
took a generous r i s k which enabled us t o commence, and i n June 
a c o n t r a c t was signed f o r the e r e c t i o n of the f i r s t p o r t i o n of our 
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new S t . Mary's Home." The exact nature of the guarantee given by 
the f r i e n d s mentioned above i s not known. 

The Bishop of London p r e s i d e d at the annual meeting, i n London, 
of the Church P e n i t e n t i a r y A s s o c i a t i o n , which was h e l d i n the 
Spring of t h i s year. During an address to the meeting the Bishop 
s a i d 'he had found great b e n e f i t to r e s u l t from the operation of 
the a s s o c i a t i o n . There were two houses of refuge or p e n i t e n t i a r i e s 
i n the diocese - at Clewer and at Wantage. Both needed the 



f o s t e r i n g c a r e and ki n d benevolence of C h r i s t i a n h e a r t s . At 
Wantage d i r e c t pecuniary a s s i s t a n c e was most wanted, as the 
b u i l d i n g s were f a r too s m a l l , and a s s i s t a n c e i n funds was 
requi r e d to defray the expenses of the new b u i l d i n g s . The 
I n s t i t u t i o n had alr e a d y r e c e i v e d a grant of 3001. from t h i s 
a s s o c i a t i o n , which had given i t s f r i e n d s new vigour and a new 
heart F u r t h e r , the annual report of the S o c i e t y included a 
re f e r e n c e 'to the i n t e n t i o n on the p a r t of the t r u s t e e s of S t . 
Mary's Home at Wantage, t o p l a c e that i n s t i t u t i o n on a more 
permanent f o o t i n g . This was now being done, and the c o u n c i l had 
voted a grant of 3001. which would be p a i d so soon as a due 
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regard to the r u l e s would a l l o w . ' 

On Monday June 11th, the Feast o f S t . Barnabas, the V i c a r wrote: 
"The ground markt out, and work begun o f the new S t . Mary's 
Home ,"5<"> The V i c a r f e l t h i m s e l f to be re s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
s p i r i t u a l w e l f a r e of the workmen w h i l e they were engaged on the 
b u i l d i n g . He continued: "This i s an anxious beginning f o r one 
co n s i d e r i n g the number of workmen l i k e l y to be accumulated by 
t h i s and other works i n prospect i n the P a r i s h . We must d e v i s e 
some simple form of pray e r and t r y to t a l k to the men c o l l e c t i v e l y 
and i n d i v i d u a l l y . " 5 1 

Meanwhile e f f o r t s to i n c r e a s e the b u i l d i n g fund continued. For 
example: "Saturday June 16. V i c a r went t o Oxford to preach at 
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S t . P e t e r ' s i n the E a s t f o r S t . Mary's Home." He returned on 
the Monday having c o l l e c t e d £25 at S t . P e t e r ' s . 
3. HOPEFUL BEGINNINGS 
On Tuesday J u l y 24th the Bishop came to Wantage f o r a short 
v i s i t . At s i x o'clock i n the evening he confirmed some Pen i t e n t s 
at the Home and then went t o the Church f o r t h e P a r i s h 
Confirmation. The f o l l o w i n g day was to be a momentous one, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r the V i c a r . 
( i ) A NEW SISTERHOOD 
The f i r s t event to take p l a c e on J u l y 25th must have seemed to 
the V i c a r as though a dream was beginning to come t r u e . The 
Bishop went f i r s t to the Old Cottage i n Newbury S t r e e t , and 
the r e , at eight o'clock i n the morning, he i n s t i t u t e d Miss Power, 
Miss Puttock and Miss Hayes as the S i s t e r s and Superior of a 
new School-Sisterhood, whose charge should be the t r a i n i n g of 
young c h i l d r e n , s e r v a n t s , and governesses."We compiled a s e r v i c e 
from the R i t u a l e , and concluded w i t h Holy Communion."53 Miss 



Hayes was to be known as S i s t e r E l i z a b e t h , Miss Puttock as 
S i s t e r Mary, and Miss Power as S i s t e r Lucy. T h i s S i s t e r h o o d 
was begun as an e n t e r p r i s e s eparate from the Si s t e r h o o d of S t . 
Mary's Home, but i t does not appear to have r e c e i v e d any formal 
t i t l e or to have p l a c e d i t s e l f under any p a r t i c u l a r patronage. 
The V i c a r had r e f e r r e d , i n past time, to a 'double Sisterhood f o r 
Pe n i t e n t s and sch o o l s ' , so perhaps he envisaged an eventual 
organic i n t e g r a t i o n of the school s i s t e r h o o d w i t h t h a t of S t . 
Mary's Home. 

The form o f s e r v i c e used f o r Miss Hayes' i n s t i t u t i o n as Superior 
was s i m i l a r to th a t used f o r S i s t e r H a r r i e t , but s h o r t e r . Again 
the o b j e c t of the work o f the S i s t e r h o o d formed the dominant theme: 

" I , E l i z a b e t h , e l e c t e d Superior of the Sisterhood e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
t h i s p l a c e f o r the education and t r a i n i n g of c h i l d r e n , do hereby, 
i n the Presence o f God and of t h i s Congregation, promise and vow 
a l l f i d e l i t y , and due s u b j e c t i o n obedience and reverence to my 
Mother the Church of GOD i n England, and to thee Samuel, Lord 
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Bishop of t h i s d i o c e s e , i n a l l matters connected with t h i s work.,T^ 

The Bishop then gave S i s t e r E l i z a b e t h due a u t h o r i t y : 
" I n the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
Take thou a u t h o r i t y to r u l e over t h i s Household e s t a b l i s h e d f o r 
the education and t r a i n i n g of c h i l d r e n , and to s e r v e i t s inmates 
i n a l l things t h a t may promote t h e i r temporal and e t e r n a l w e l f a r e . 
Be j u s t and righteous i n that S t a t e of l i f e to which i t hath 
p l e a s e d God to c a l l thee, and may He strengthen thee i n t h i s 
undertaking w i t h His Heavenly Grace, Through Jesus C h r i s t Our 
Lord. Amen." 5 5Then there followed two Psalms and the 3?e Deum. The 
form used f o r the admission of the S i s t e r s i s not extan t , but i t 
was probably s i m i l a r t o th a t used f o r the S i s t e r s of S t . Mary's 
Home. 
THE SISTERHOOD OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN. B 
( i i ) (a) The second event o f the day was the formal admission o f 
two S i s t e r s to the Community at S t . Mary's Home. The V i c a r r e f e r r e d 
to t h i s admission s e r v i c e as the g i v i n g o f the e p i s c o p a l b l e s s i n g 
to the S i s t e r s , but i t corresponded t o what would l a t e r be c a l l e d 
" p r o f e s s i o n " . The two S i s t e r s were S i s t e r C h a r l o t t e , so long the 
f a i t h f u l M i s t r e s s o f P e n i t e n t s , her " l a y " s t a t u s now abolished; 
and S i s t e r Frances, who had come t o the Sisterhood i n the previous 
February. 



(b) I t was probably round about t h i s time t h a t a d e f i n i t e "Form 
o f s e r v i c e f o r the Admission o f S i s t e r s " came i n t o use. The 
Reverend H.P. Liddon who was se r v i n g a curacy at Wantage i n 1854 
was "commissioned (by the V i c a r l ... t o a s s i s t him i n drawing up 
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a form o f Profession." Along w i t h other sources Liddon used 
" G a l l i c a n prayers o f the e i g h t h century, the e a r l i e s t i n 
existence, which he found among t h e records o f an Anglo-Saxon 
nunnery. The prayers and s p e c i a l Preface o f the Consecration o f a 
V i r g i n , t r a n s l a t e d by him from the L a t i n i n t o p e r f e c t E n glish, 
have been used i n the Community ^from t h a t time} u n t i l the present 
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day ..." But c e r t a i n adaptations were made t o s u i t contemporary 
Anglican requirements. 
The Service was e n t i t l e d "St. Mary the V i r g i n , Wantage, Form o f 
Admission o f S i s t e r s . " This was an e a r l y use of the t i t l e o f t h e 
Community. The word "admission" replaced the word "Profession," 
although i n the prayers a reference t o what t h e S i s t e r had 
"professed" was r e t a i n e d . No vow was taken, the clauses o f request 
and acceptance being concerned w i t h the b l e s s i n g o f the S i s t e r f o r 
the work. The word "devote" however, was used, and i t i s a 
f a c t t h a t quibbles were r a i s e d i n p u b l i c discussion on the subject 
of Sisterhoods about the vow i m p l i c i t i n such a word, used as i t 
was i n the context o f admission t o a Sisterhood. I n t h i s e a r l y 
form the Bishop was given i m p l i c i t freedom, w i t h i n the context 
of the s e r v i c e , t o refuse t o admit the S i s t e r : "The Bishop, i f 
he approve the choice ..." Some few paragraphs from the f i r s t 
p a r t o f the s e r v i c e are o f s u f f i c i e n t i n t e r e s t t o be noted, w i t h 
f u r t h e r comments. 

(Rubric) "The S i s t e r E l e c t , accompanied by two o f the S i s t e r s o f 
the House, s h a l l be presented to t h e Bishop s i t t i n g i n h i s c h a i r 
before the A l t a r , w i t h these words • 

"Right Reverend Father I present t o you this_pe_rson, e l e c t e d by 
the S i s t e r s o f t h i s House, t o j o i n t h e i r Society, who now comes 
to ask your Blessing." The p o i n t t o be n o t i c e d here i s t h a t t h e 
S i s t e r o r S i s t e r s E l e c t are presented by two S i s t e r s o f the House. 
I t i s not s p e c i f i e d t h a t one s h a l l be the Superior. I n every 
subsequent form of t h i s s e r v i c e the Elect are presented by a 
p r i e s t . fRubric} "Then the Bishop, i f he approve the choice, s h a l l 
accept her: 

"By the help o f our Lord GOD and SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST, we are 
ready t o accept and bless t h i s _ p e r s o n who here offjers_he_rself t o 
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His Service." 

[Rubric} "Then the S i s t e r E l e c t , standing b e f o r e the Bishop, he 
s h a l l f i r s t address her on the subject o f the Work which she i s 
about t o undertake ..." 
Again, i n subsequent forms o f s e r v i c e the S i s t e r i s addressed 
upon the "subject o f her Profession" not her Work, as t h e idea o f 
the f u l f i l m e n t of a s p i r i t u a l v o c a t i o n becomes more acceptable. 
Also the work of the S i s t e r s soon extended beyond the Home, 
and interchange o f Sisteubetween various works took place. 

A f t e r the word "undertake" i n the r u b r i c j u s t quoted i s added 
"and then ask her the f o l l o w i n g questions;" 

"Dost thou solemnly and i n the Presence o f GOD, d e s i r e t o devote 
t h y s e l f t o His se r v i c e ? " 

Ans: " I do". 

(Rubric} The Rules o f the House and the Rule o f L i f e f o r 
S i s t e r s belonging t o the Society, s h a l l then be read; and the 
Bishop s h a l l f u r t h e r ask: 

"Dost thou solemnly and i n the presence o f GOD, promise t h a t 
thou w i l t endeavour, so long as thou belongest t o t h i s Society, 
and a r t engaged i n t h i s Work, t o keep these Rules t o the best o f 
t h i n e a b i l i t y ; s ubject t o such a l t e r a t i o n s as the Bishop o f t h e 
Diocese may, from time t o time sanction and appoint?" 

Ans: " I do". 

"Dost thou d e s i r e the Blessing o f the Church on t h i s solemn 
undertaking?" 

CO 
Ansj " I do". 

Three t h i n g s c a l l f o r comment here. 

1. In no subsequent form o f Profession are t h e Rules a c t u a l l y 
read out, but the S i s t e r s Elect are r e q u i r e d t o g i v e an 
undertaking t h a t they w i l l endeavour t o keep the r u l e s o f t h e 
Community; i t being?assumed t h a t they have s t u d i e d them. 

2. I n t h i s s e r v i c e the p r i n c i p a l of i n d i v i d u a l l i b e r t y t o withdraw 
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from the Society, deemed t o be so important by the Bishop, i s 
e x p l i c i t i n the phrases "... so long as thou belongest t o t h i s 
s o c i e t y and a r t engaged i n t h i s Work". I n l a t e r years t h e 
Bishop sanctioned the omission o f these two clauses and the 
i n s e r t i o n o f a clause r e f e r r i n g t o the o f f e r i n g o f her l i f e by 
the S i s t e r . 

3. I n s p i t e o f the l i b e r t y safeguarded f o r the i n d i v i d u a l i n the 
method o f phrasing the questions asked, a solemn promise of 
obedience t o the r u l e s i s made, a l b e i t o f a temporary nature. 

( i i i ) The t h i r d event t o take place on J u l y 25th 1855, was the 
l a y i n g o f the foundation stone o f the new St. Mary's Home. 

"The day began w i t h a storm o f r a i n , which however cleared o f f 
by I , when the Bishop, accompanied by the Archdeacon o f Berks, 
Rev. Dr. Wordsworth, R. Milman ... ( e t c . , e t c . , } and t h e Clergy 
o f the Parish, proceeded t o l a y the Corner Stone o f t h e new St. 
Mary's Home i n the ground purchased from W. Dixon dfcthe top o f 
M i l l S t r e e t . The Service was adapted from t h a t which was used on 
a s i m i l a r occasion at Clewer, and the Choir [ i . e . o f the Parish 
Church} sang i t extremely w e l l . Many o f the Farmers and others 
were present from the market, and a goodly attendance o f our own 
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f o l k . " Notice had been given o f the forthcoming event i n 
Church on the previous Sunday: 

"Altogether the whole Service was very s a t i s f a c t o r y and cheering. 
May God prosper t h i s workJ"^°The Vicar added; "We must i f possible 
look a l i t t l e more a f t e r t h e boys and c h i l d r e n who get out o f 
s i g h t on these occasions. They c h a t t e r and destroy the 
perfectness o f s i l e n c e and sympathy." Since t h e r e were e x c i t i n g 
mounds o f e a r t h and p i l e s o f b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s l y i n g about 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r p l a y must have presented themselves 
i r r e s i s t a b l y t o the c h i l d r e n ! 

Miss Lampet, the former p u p i l teacher, recorded the impressions 
she r e t a i n e d o f the s t o n e - l a y i n g ceremony, and o f Bishop 
W i l b e r f o r c e and Mr. Liddon: "When the f i r s t stone o f the present 
Home was l a i d by the then Bishop o f Oxford (Wilberforce) I stood 
on one o f the heaps of s o i l , t h a t had been thrown up by the 
d i g g e r s , t o l i s t e n t o h i s words as he stood on a r a i s e d space i n 
hi s Episcopal robes - such a s t r i k i n g f i g u r e w i t h a powerful and 
deeply l i n e d face and a voice and u t t e r a n c e o f s i n g u l a r impress-
iveness. A l l I remember o f t h i s speech was t h a t h i s own words 
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would be few since l a t e r on, •his dear 'brother' 'according t o the 
wisdom given him, would speak t o h i s l i s t e n e r s . ' The 'dear 
b r o t h e r • was Canon L i d d o n I Of h i s sermon I only remember t h a t he 
s a i d i n t h a t c l e a r i n c i s i v e voice t h a t p e r f o r c e r i v e t e d a t t e n t i o n 
what an unspeakable b l e s s i n g t h e Home was t o the Parish and f a r 
beyond i t s l i m i t s , how the very presence of a r e l i g i o u s house 
must leaven the whole neighbourhood, how i t r a i s e d the standard 
of h o l i n e s s , how i t a f f e c t e d t h e Clergy, how i n t e n s e l y i t made 
him wish f o r higher t h i n g s ! " 

"The Bishop addrest the workmen s p e c i a l l y and very much t o the 62 purpose on the d u t i e s and blessedness of l a b o u r i n g i n such a work| 

Also on t h i s day two more E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s were admitted, 
63 

b r i n g i n g t h e i r numbers up t o about seventeen. Each year had 
seen a d d i t i o n s t o the number o f E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s and t h e growth 
went on s t e a d i l y . 
SISTERHOOD OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN. C. 
THE PENITENTS 
Meanwhile work w i t h the Penitents at t h e Home i n Newbury Street 
went q u i e t l y on. During 1854 and 1855 the scheme whereby the Home 
received inmates r e g u l a r l y from the Oxford P e n i t e n t i a r y and 
other i n s t i t u t i o n s f u r t h e r a f i e l d , a f t e r a s h o r t p r o b a t i o n a r y 
p e r i o d , seems t o have been at i t s most successful. The average 
time spent by the g i r l s i n the houses o f f i r s t instance was about 
three months. The time i n the refuge served t o take o f f t h e 
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"rough edge o f an u n r u l y l i f e " and t o accustom the inmates t o 
some degree o f r e s t r a i n t , thus paving "the way t o the s t r i c t e r 
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reforming d i s c i p l i n e o f the P e n i t e n t i a r y . " 
I n 1855 the S i s t e r s introduced a system o f conduct marks f o r t h e 
P e n i t e n t s . I f a g i r l obtained a good monthly t o t a l o f marks f o r 
s a t i s f a c t o r y behaviour, she received a small reward. These rewards 
were meant to serve as encouragements t o t h e g i r l s . Also, the 
k i n d o f o u t f i t which a g i r l received on l e a v i n g the Home, when 
her time was up, i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e r e t u r n o f any c l o t h i n g she 
may have brought i n with her, was made t o depend upon the t o t a l 
o f good marks obtained d u r i n g t h e whole p e r i o d o f her p r o b a t i o n . 
The moral idea behind t h i s system was to t r y t o teach t h e g i r l s 
t o weigh the ' f u t u r e consequences of t h e i r present a c t i o n s ' . 
Further, the idea t h a t g r e a t e r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was r e q u i r e d o f 
those who had received f u l l e r i n s t r u c t i o n was also i n c u l c a t e d . 
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The g i r l s were d i v i d e d i n t o classes, and i n each higher class so 
many more marks were o b t a i n a b l e than i n a lower one, but 
eq u a l l y , more marks could be l o s t f o r f a u l t s . 

I n the Vicar's absence on h o l i d a y i n August 1855 Mr. Mackonochie 
supervised an o u t i n g o f t h e g i r l s from the Home. He noted i n the 
Parish J o u r n a l : "Wednesday Aug:15. An e x p e d i t i o n t o t h e Downs 
w i t h t h e Penitents f a i r l y s u c c e s s f u l . " 

When Mr. Vincent and the Vicar were both absent at the same t i m e , 
the o t h e r curates on the s t a f f o f Wantage Parish Church took d u t y 
at the Home d i f f i c u l t though i t apparently was, at times, f o r 
them t o f i t i t i n . For instance Mr. Mackonochie noted: "Friday, 
F e s t i v a l o f St . Bartholomew ... Vincent absent i n the morning 
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which o b l i g e d me t o go t o t h e Home." But i t should be s a i d t h a t 
the m i n i s t r a t i o n s of a l l the Clergy were appreciated by the Sisters, 
MRS. TREVBLYAN 
Early i n 1855 Mrs. Trevelyan obtained a house opposite the "Swan" 
i n n , i n t o which she removed her I n d u s t r i a l School f o r the 
t r a i n i n g of g i r l s f o r domestic s e r v i c e , which she had founded 
at L i t t l e m o r e . The g i r l s were t r a i n e d i n general household work, 
and the establishment was run on r e l i g i o u s l i n e s . The Vicar took 
an i n t e r e s t i n the work even though i t created an a d d i t i o n a l 
burden f o r him. E v i d e n t l y t h e g i r l s of the school provided an 
i n t e r e s t i n g t a r g e t f o r the l o c a l boys at f i r s t , f o r an e n t r y i n 
the Parish Journal noted t h a t : 
"Mrs. Trevelyan complained t h a t c e r t a i n o f our boys had p e l t e d 
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the I n d u s t r i a l School w i t h d i r t " on one Sunday afternoon. The 
Vicar included the I n d u s t r i a l School i n h i s r e g u l a r v i s i t i n g and 
sometimes took p a r t i n the services h e l d i n the house. For 
example: "Saturday June 9. Said Compline w i t h Mrs. Trevelyan's 
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I n d u s t r i a l School..." Mrs. Trevelyan e v i d e n t l y ran her house i n 
a s l i g h t l y monastic s t y l e as had Miss Hayes, but th e r e are few 
contemporary d e t a i l s a v a i l a b l e at present, about the regime. 
Mrs. Trevelyan had begun her school i n the Oxford neighbourhood 
p o s s i b l y because she was advised i n s p i r i t u a l matters by Dr. Pusey 
and wished t o be near him. Why she came t o Wantage i s not c l e a r , 
but such a move could have been suggested t o her by Dr. Pusey who 
knew o f W i l l i a m B u t l e r ' s work and h i s i n t e r e s t i n educational 
schemes. 

Mrs. Trevelyan wanted t o give her school a permanent home i n 
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Wantage and she o f f e r e d t o b u i l d a s u i t a b l e house. The word 
" o f f e r e d " i s o p e r a t i v e here. She could have bought land and 
b u i l t a house w i t h o u t reference t o anyone, but she e v i d e n t l y 
d esired t o j o i n her work on t o the Vicar's educational e s t a b l i s h ­
ment and t o get him t o assume at l e a s t some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
i t . I t i s s a i d t h a t the Vicar f e l t t h a t one more school would 
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r u i n him and indeed he deserved sympathy. But he r e l u c t a n t l y 
accepted the " o f f e r " w i t h the p r o v i s o t h a t room might perhaps be 
found at the new house t o accommodate the g i r l p u p i l teachers 
from the Old Cottage. E v i d e n t l y Mrs. Trevelyan agreed t o b u i l d 
the house f o r a dual purpose, f o r the very f i r s t mention of t h e 
house which was t o be c a l l e d "St. Michael's" r e f e r s t o the "St. 
Michael's Schools" i n the p l u r a l , as does the L a t i n i n s c r i p t i o n 
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on the f o u n d a t i o n stone. 
This b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n has been given because St. Michael's was 
destined i n f u t u r e years t o p l a y an important p a r t i n the 
development o f c e r t a i n educational works connected w i t h the 
Community o f St. Mary the V i r g i n . 

A p l o t o f land was obtained i n an area o f Wantage known as 
P r i o r ' s Hold, and the f o u n d a t i o n stone was l a i d on October 6 t h , 
1855: "Thursday. The Corner Stone of the new S t . Michael's 
Schools l a i d by Mrs. Trevelyan the founder^. We used the same 
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se r v i c e as on St. James' Day adapted." 
THE SCHOOL SISTERHOOD 
Only a l i t t l e over a month a f t e r the i n a u g u r a t i o n strange and 
s l i g h t l y d i s t u r b i n g t a l e s concerning t h e School Sisterhood began 
t o come t o the ears o f the Vicar. The School Sisterhood had an 
o v e r a l l care f o r the g i r l s and i n f a n t school work, though under 
the d i r e c t i o n o f the Vicar. The f i r s t t h i n g t o happen was t h a t 
the p u p i l teacher i n charge o f the i n f a n t s was i n s t r u c t e d t o send 
away a l l the l i t t l e boys who attended t h e school, presumably 
because they had not attended r e g u l a r l y . No reference had been 
made t o the Vicar and the a c t i o n seemed t o him high-handed. The 
V i c a r , when he heard o f the i n c i d e n t , wrote: " E l i z a has sent 
away a l l the boys t h a t came t o t h e i n f a n t school - at the order 
of the Superior. I had no idea t h a t any o f them would be r e g u l a r 
i n attendance f o r long, b u t should have t o l d her t o keep t o £an} 
arrangement I made ... [ w i t h one o f the senior boy p u p i l teachers] 
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had I known what she was going t o do ..." What t h i s arrangement 
was does not concern us here. In view of the u n r e m i t t i n g and 
strenuous e f f o r t s being made by the Vicar and h i s h e l p e r s , 
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t o p rovide educational o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a l l the l o c a l c h i l d r e n , 
and t o encourage them t o take advantage o f the p r o v i s i o n , such 
an i n c i d e n t must have been p e c u l i a r l y vexatious. 

Next the Vicar received a v i s i t from the Superior o f the School 
S i s t e r s - f u l l o f troubles."There i s need of help f o r the 
Middle School, which i s i n danger o f f a l l i n g t o pieces. 
S i s t e r Mary i s overworked and, I f e a r , w i l l not pass the 
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Government Examination e t c . " S i s t e r Mary (Miss Puttock) had been 
advised by the Government School In s p e c t o r , d u r i n g h i s v i s i t i n 
the summer, t o t r y f o r t h e Government Teachers C e r t i f i c a t e , which 
he f e l t she had a good chance o f o b t a i n i n g . S i s t e r E l i z a b e t h 
was i n touch w i t h the Vicar again about these t r o u b l e s i n the 
f o l l o w i n g week. 
The next blow was o f a d i f f e r e n t and more serious nature. One o f 
the curates reported t o the Vicar t h a t "the Schools, i . e . t h e 
Superior" owed the sum o f £318 t o a shop i n the town. This was 
a very l a r g e debt and the Vicar i n v e s t i g a t e d i t at one. The debt 
seems t o have been i n c u r r e d by a school for "young l a d i e s " 
r e c e n t l y begun by S i s t e r Elizabeth*s own s i s t e r , a Mrs. Dynham. 
The school began i t s career i n a house near the "Blue Boar" 
inn at the end o f Newbury S t r e e t nearest the market place i . e . 
the opposite end of the s t r e e t from t h e Old Cottage. The Vicar 
found t h a t the s t o r y o f the debt was but "too t r u e . The Ladies 
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School does not answer and must c l e a r l y be given up at Christmas." 

The need f o r more funds t o help the School Sisterhood t h e r e f o r e 
became very p r e s s i n g . C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y the Vicar d i d not 
repine but set t o work a t once t o f i n d ways and means: "We have 
resolved t o make the small Thursday o f f e r i n g over t o the support 
of t h e School Sisterhood, and I here i n v i t e a l l the Clergy to 
gather any the smallest c o n t r i b u t i o n s , e.g. pence and halfpence, 
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from a l l quarters and o f f e r them a t t h i s t i me." 

A l l was not w e l l w i t h the g i r l p u p i l teachers e i t h e r , and two or 
three o f them withdrew from the work w i t h i n a comparatively s h o r t 
time o f one another. I t seems most probable t h a t the harassed 
and u n s e t t l e d s t a t e o f the Schooljl S i s t e r s was r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r 
management o f t h e household and communicated i t s e l f t o t h e g i r l s . 

As i f these t r o u b l e s were not enough, i l l n e s s s t r u c k the School 
S i s t e r s ' household: 



"Saturday Oct.27. The f e v e r had seized Ann Hogan and Emma Lance 
two o f t h e young women employed i n teaching, and now S i s t e r 
Mary. This i s grievous i n every way, but •Fiat Voluntas Tua •. 
May i t please God t o r e s t o r e t o h e a l t h and usefulness one so 
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t r u l y devoted as S i s t e r Mary t o His Service." 

A month l a t e r : 
"Saturday Nov.24. We have a grievous amount of sickness among 
our g i r l teachers. S i s t e r Mary and Ann w i t h typhus, Marianne 
Lowman w i t h swelled l e g s , Lucy Rogers w i t h s c a r l e t f e v e r and 
Sarah JpreenJ w i t h congestion o f the lungs ..." Marianne Lowman 
was one o f the p u p i l teachers who had been wishing t o cancel her 
indentures. 
A month l a t e r s t i l l : 

"St. Stephens Day Dec.26... We are much perplexed about the 
schools. Marianne Lowman, p u p i l teacher, i s the f o u r t h case o f 
Typhus Fever, and i t became necessary t o send away the whole 
p a r t y from the house. They are summoned again f o r £next} Saturday, 
but i t i s not easy t o dispose o f them. S i s t e r Lucy i s very p o o r l y 
and S i s t e r Mary of course, yet f a r from s t r o n g . " 

Quite apart from the temporary decimation o f the Wantage Schools 
female teaching s t a f f , these r e p o r t s o f serious i l l n e s s i l l u s t r a t e 
an aspect o f Wantage l i f e which was t o cause the Vicar concern 
f o r many years. Wantage was f a r from being a s a l u b r i o u s place at 
t h i s time, and t h e r e were r e c u r r e n t bouts o f i l l n e s s i n some o f 
the houses under t h e Vicar's care over a considerable p e r i o d . 
As one o f the Town Commissioners the Vicar was\himself t o be 
i n s t r u m e n t a l i n remedying e v i l s a r i s i n g from the poor s a n i t a t i o n 
o f the town. 

Then the School Sisterhood began t o crumble from the t o p . A few 
days a f t e r Christmas o f t h i s e v e n t f u l year S i s t e r E l i z a b e t h 
informed the Vicar " t h a t f o r l a c k o f means i t was a b s o l u t e l y 
necessary f o r her t o l i v e w i t h Drs. Dynham, and g i v e up a l l 
f u r t h e r charge o f p u p i l teachers or o t h e r s . This leaves a heavy 
burden on my hands. May God f i n d the way f o r us t o do j u s t i c e t o 
His L i t t l e Ones." 

file:///himself


I n h i s summary o f c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e Parish at t h e end o f the 
year the Vicar revealed something o f the heaviness of h i s heart 
and the enormous d i f f i c u l t i e s he was f a c i n g ; but h i s undaunted 
courage and h i s complete t r u s t i n God's providence also shone 
through. His own words w i l l most f i t t i n g l y conclude t h i s 
even t f u l ch apt e r : 

"... A mistress must be provided f o r the G i r l s ' School, p r o v i s i o n 
must be made f o r the p u p i l teachers, and I do not f e e l at a l l 
assured t h a t t h e r e i s not a considerable debt remaining behind 
o f Miss Hayeses, which must be p a i d . At l e a s t £42 must be p a i d 
f o r the rent o f her house ... 

My f e a r s o f l a s t year about the School Sisterhood have been sadly 
r e a l i z e d , and now a f t e r much demonstration and t a l k , a f t e r t h a t 
solemn s e r v i c e and Bishop's address on St. James Day i t seems 
t h a t Miss Hayes i s a person f a r too s e l f - w i l l e d and i m p r a c t i c a l 
t o leave i n command. S i s t e r Lucy's h e a l t h seems very l i k e l y t o 
i n c a p a c i t a t e her from work, and the young ladys school w i l l be 
very d i f f i c u l t t o teach. S i s t e r Mary i s a more vigorous person, 
and might be most u s e f u l , but I f e a r , t h a t she has not been w e l l 
managed. But besides a l l . t h i s , the poverty o f the household 
renders i t a b s o l u t e l y necessary t o make a complete change. I 
cannot but b e l i e v e t h a t w i t h proper management and greater 
openness a l l might have gone w e l l , b u t as i t i s , a l l f a l l s t o 
pieces and we must be content i f we are not b u r i e d or damaged 
i n the r u i n s . There are o f course, thanks be t o God, subjects 
of j o y and hope. I t i s a great t h i n g ... t o have so good a 
prospect o f c a r r y i n g on Educational work as Mrs. Trevelyan's new 
b u i l d i n g s i n Tanner Street (now P r i o r y Road} seem l i k e l y t o 
a f f o r d . " 8 2 
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CHAPTER IV 1856 - 1858 
'ESTABLISHMENT UPON A SURE FOUNDATION' 

1856 

THE SCHOOL SISTERHOOD 
The i l l n e s s at the Cottage had gained some extra holiday time for 
the pupil teachers at the end of December 1855 and the beginning of 
January 1856. In normal years the Vicar had established the p r a c t i c e 
of keeping the schools running t i l l a f t e r the major f e s t i v a l s of the 
Church were past, and only then allowing them to break up for t h e i r 
holidays. The children were kept at school f o r the f e s t i v a l s i n 
order to i n s t i l into them the great truths of the Faith, 
commemorated as they are by changes i n the l i t u r g y and so on. This 
practice was continued by the Community of S t . Mary the Virgin when 
i t came to have charge of some schools for quite a long time, and 
u n t i l quite recently the g i r l s might be kept at school f o r Easter 
i f the f e s t i v a l f e l l e a r l y . In England the p r a c t i c e has now died out 
for a number of reasons. 

As the year 1856 opened, matters concerning the School Sisterhood 
continued to deteriorate and Miss Hayes appears to have acted i n a 
very odd manner.*For example, one Sunday i n January, the Vicar was 
"summoned by three Sunday School g i r l s at Miss Hayes' request to 

2 
take charge of the Sunday c l a s s " . Hitherto much of the Sunday School 
work had been under Miss Hayes' superintendence, and t h i s strange 
incident probably indicates her relinquishment of yet another 
portion of the work she had undertaken: a move which burdened the 
Vicar yet more heavily. 
About a month l a t e r the Vicar confided h i s worries to the Parish 
Journal: "... Much anxiety about Miss Hayes and School Sisterhood. 
After w i l l i n g l y leaving a l l things i n my hands, she now writes, very 
d i c t a t b r i a l l y , arranging them i n her own way. This of course cannot 
be permitted and I see nothing but a separation i n prospect. May 
God guide as i n t h i s matter, and suffer no human fe e l i n g to stand 
i n the way of t h i s Holy Service." 

On a v i s i t to Oxford two days l a t e r the Vicar went to see Dr. Pusey 
4 

and had a long t a l k with him about the School Sisterhood. The Vicar 
did not however cease to report to and consult the Bishop, and he 
wrote to him, describing the d i f f i c u l t i e s and outlining the way i n 
which he f e l t an English School Sisterhood should be conducted. 
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I t took the Vicar a long time to solve the p r a c t i c a l problems 
raised by the collapse of the School Sisterhood and to overcome 
personal disappointment at the fading of h i s long-cherished hopes. 
I t was probably Miss Hayes' behaviour rather than her secession to 
Rome which grieved him most. Although to change allegiance from the 
English to the Roman Church was regarded as s i n f u l by the Wantage 
Clergy and many others of t h e i r way of thinking, they could 
nevertheless, respect conscientious scruples and they c e r t a i n l y 
accorded Miss Lockhart the benefit of the doubt when she seceded. 
In Miss Hayes* defence i t may be conjectured that she might not 
have understood f u l l y what she was undertaking when she became a 
S i s t e r . To create a new Sisterhood while managing school work may, 
perhaps, have demanded a b i l i t i e s of a higher order than she 
possessed. Again, i t should not be overlooked that, although he had 
great patience and love, the Vicar was rather exacting and austere, 
and there may have been some f a i l u r e i n understanding between Miss 
Hayes and himself. 

The Vicar wrote of the School Sisterhood and of h i s hopes: 

" I t i s very grievous to have been forced to give up a plan which 
promised so wel l as that inaugurated on St. James' Day: but the 
extreme i r r e g u l a r i t y of the Superior, and her impatience of controul 
make i t hopeless to go on with her aid, and I must now carry on the 
work i n a different fashion. I t r u s t and pray that we may yet gain 
the assistance we need, and work through the Ladies of the Home an 
educational system. But at present with the very small numbers 
and invalided condition of those who are there, i t would be quite 
wrong to build c a s t l e s . We must struggle on as i t were from hand to 
mouth, and pray f o r help. The arrangements, as at present, are that 
Mrs. Dynham should continue the Boarding School which promises 
f a i r l y , ( i . e . the school for Young Ladies} the Middle School i s 
workt from the Home, and Mrs. Light occupies the House and manages 
the pupil teachers department." 

The running of the Workschool was undertaken by Miss Emma Watkins 
with an as s i s t a n t , and the work was thus covered. But the Vicar 
f e l t insecure, quite j u s t i f i a b l y , a f t e r so much disappointment: " I 
f e e l that a l l i s uncertain, and that everything may i n an hour be 
thrown on my hands. I t i s a most anxious and c r i t i c a l time, and 
only God»s help can carry us through."* 0 



The Bishop, although suffering intense personal g r i e f caused by the 
death of hi s eldest son Herbert on the previous day, nevertheless 
wrote encouragingly to the Vicar on February 29th: 

"My dear Butler, 
I e n t i r e l y approve and agree absolutely i n your view of what a 

Sisterhood must be to succeed i n our Church. May God give you good 
success i n dealing with t h i s d i f f i c u l t case ..."; 5and the Bishop 
went on to share h i s own g r i e f with the Vicar whom he regarded as 
a f r i e n d . 

Within the next few months the School Sisterhood collapsed compl­
etely. Miss Hayes apparently l e f t Wantage, and before very long 
both she and Miss Puttock (the former " S i s t e r Mary") became Roman 
Catholics. Miss Power also l e f t , but f e l l i l l and died soon 
afterwards. 

When Miss Hayes severed her connexions with Wantage apparently she 
l e f t belongings of her own which she had brought to the Cottage, to 
her s i s t e r Mrs. Dynham, for her use. Whether with or without 
warning, we do not know, Mrs. Dynham went to the Cottage and carted 
away "a great many things probably personal property - leaving 
[the household} without necessary things for use."^Mrs. Dynham 
continued to run her School i n Wantage, a s s i s t e d by her daughter 
Mary, and she took her part i n such things as helping the teachers 
from the other schools at the annual f e a s t of the combined schools 
i n the summer months. I t does not appear that her rel a t i o n s with 
the Vicar were p a r t i c u l a r l y overstrained. 

With the departure of the furniture and other household u t e n s i l s , 
Mrs. Trevelyan and the S i s t e r s from S t . Mary's Home came to the 
rescue. The Vicar wrote: "We have had much trouble about the 
Cottage, but now a l l seems nearly s e t t l e d . Mrs. Trevelyan has most 
kindly lent us much furniture, cooking apparatus e t c : " The S t . Mary's 
S i s t e r s also a s s i s t e d by lending some furniture!, by feeding the 
pupil teachers, at any rate for the mid-day meal, and by providing 
some supervision for them. 

For a time there was no adult sleeping i n the Cottage to care f o r 
the pupil teachers, but they were evidently f a i r l y responsible and 
some of them were, i n any case, i n t h e i r l a t e 'teens. The S i s t e r s of 
St . Mary's Home who had lodged at the Cottage i n e a r l i e r days must 
have moved out either on the a r r i v a l of Miss Power and Miss Puttock 

+ Sit N»tti 
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or when alterations to t h e i r own house provided accommodation for 
a l l the S i s t e r s . The S i s t e r s at the Home were s t i l l few, and 
apparently the demands of t h e i r own work made i t impossible for 
them to provide a S i s t e r f o r the Cottage immediately the former 
School S i s t e r s l e f t . But as soon as i t was possible S i s t e r Frances 
was sent to care f o r the inmates of the Cottage. The pupil teachers 
had to do some of the i r own housekeeping during the interim, and 
the Vicar used t h i s as an opportunity f o r teaching them something 
about household management. He himself kept a v i g i l a n t eye upon 
them. There are anecdotes about how he went, himself, to see that 
the pupil teachers at the Cottage got up betimes i n the morning, and 
i f they were l a t e he would say "No butter for breakfast and be i n 
my study by eight o'clock"! But i f they were d i s c i p l i n e d and a l e r t 
he would sometimes show his pleasure by buying them newly-baked hot 
r o l l s from the bakery nearby, and perhaps eggs, f o r t h e i r 
breakfast! 

The pupil teachers were very bewildered by the somewhat p r e c i p i t a t e 
and irresponsible departure of the adults who had been placed over 
them. Miss Lampet recorded that: "None of us knew exactly what had 
happened t i l l the Vicar told us about i t himself and s a i d that i f 
any of us received a l e t t e r from Miss Hayes or Miss Puttock we were 
not to open i t but to take i t st r a i g h t to him. Gradually a l l the 
teachers dispersed to t h e i r respective homes except those that were 

Q 
actually apprenticed and whose indentures had been signed." 

But i t was not only the pupil teachers themselves who suffered from 
the defections. The Schools which had been under Miss Hayes' and 
her companions' care were thrown into a disorganised s t a t e through 
having no head teachers. The pupil teachers c a r r i e d on as best they 
could with what help the Clergy could give them, and with help 
from the S i s t e r s , u n t i l a new Mistress arrived, by name Mrs. Light, 
both to take charge of the G i r l s ' School and to manage the household 
at the Cottage. 

At t h i s time the Vicar had tentative hopes that eventually the S t . 
Mary *s S i s t e r s might undertake educational work i n addition to the 
rescue work i n which they were already engaged. The Middle School 
came temporarily into the S i s t e r s ' care at t h i s time of c r i s i s 
and they may have continued to a s s i s t both there and at the National 
Schools during the period for which few records are available. The 
Vicar continued to be most tenacious of the idea that S i s t e r s should 
be employed i n l o c a l works of education. 
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THE SISTERHOOD OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN : 1. SCHOOL WORK. 
When the S t . Mary's Sisterhood f i r s t began i t s members a s s i s t e d i n 
the National Schools as they grew up i n the town as w e l l as i n the 
l i t t l e school i n M i l l Street, although t h i s school was probably 
given up when larger accommodation became av a i l a b l e . With the 
change to Penitentiary work, however, most i f not a l l the S i s t e r s ' 
help i n l o c a l education had perforce to be withdrawn, with the 
possible exception of Sunday School work. Of course they did 
in s t r u c t the Penitents but t h e i r e f f e c t i v e help i n the education 

town 
of the/ was no longer ava i l a b l e . Now however, the S i s t e r s were 
being drawn, by the exigencies of the moment, back into the 
schools, and th i s c r i s i s r e a l l y saw the beginning of the 
Sisterhood's proper involvement i n education, small though t h e i r 
part i n i t was at f i r s t . Also the collapse of the School 
Sisterhood was the occasion for the commencement of that change of 
direction which was to bring a l l the work done i n the town by 
S i s t e r s , into the hands of the one Sisterhood. 
The School Sisterhood l e f t behind i t a legacy of troubles. For 
example the S t . Mary's S i s t e r s were hard put to i t to restore order 
and balance i n the Middle School. When the School broke up for the 
summer holidays the Vicar commented: "The Middle School broke up 
for f i v e weeks holiday;. I t r u s t that t h i s may succeed. Miss Hayes 
and her i r r e g u l a r i t i e s have shaken i t s prestige thoroughly and I 
have my doubts about the future of i t . Nothing but expense and 
obvious advantages w i l l induce ... middle f o l k to send t h e i r 
children elsewhere than to the old and useless schools to which 
they are accustomed." 1 1 But by the end of the year the Vicar was 
feeling l e s s p e s s i m i s t i c : 

"Dec.23 ... Middle School had an Examination and a F e s t i v a l . There 
are only twelve children and I know of no additions l i k e l y to come, 
but c e r t a i n l y the School has never been so well taught or so 
regular as during the l a s t 9 months. I t seemed strange to hear the 

12 
l i t t l e Blandys and Toslands repeating French quite f l u e n t l y ..." 

In l a t e June of t h i s year the Mistress of the Infant School, E l i z a 
Lidens, told the Vicar that she wished to leave. The Vicar wrote: 
"She has been a good g i r l i n many ways, and has kept her school 
up s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . I think that Miss Hayes indulged her and that 
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she never quite l o s t the e f f e c t s of t h i s . " E l i z a l e f t within 
three days and thus the Infant School was l e f t uncared f o r . 
I t i s not quite c l e a r who took charge of the school for the next 
few months, but i t was probably another of the pupil teachers. 



The Vicar wrote sadly on S t . James' Day, s t i l l regretting the 
l o s s of the School Sisterhood: "One cannot help r e c a l l i n g S t . 
James of l a s t year and mourning over the f a i l u r e of that which 
seemed so hopeful. God grant that such f a i l u r e s may make us more 
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c a r e f u l and prayerful also." 

One further extraordinary and unexpected incident l e f t the Vicar 
and the S i s t e r s with more f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . On October 2nd 
the Vicar recorded that "This day was the s a l e of the furniture, 
c h i e f l y purchased by the Miss Watkinses for the schools. Miss 
Hayes had given a b i l l of s a l e upon them to Miss Whittell who 
claimed her money, and as I had no means of proving that they did 
not belong to Miss H., but to the Church, there was nothing for 
i t but to l e t them go. , , 1 5Miss Lucy Wat kins had, f o r example, seen 
to the furnishing of the Middle School, now i n the hands of the 
S i s t e r s , and some funds must have been diverted to make good t h i s 
new l o s s . Since at t h i s period the Vicar was also engaged upon 
the repair and restoration of the Parish Church, f o r which purpose 
also funds had to be raised, i t speaks volumes for the strength of 
his character and h i s f a i t h i n God that a l l these blows did not 
u t t e r l y crush him. 
2. THE PENITENTS 
The work of the Penitentiary went s t e a d i l y forward and there i s not 
very much to r e l a t e i n t h i s connexion for the year 1956. Evidently 
at a meeting i n Oxford for Penitentiary business there was some 
kind of an attempt on the part of a few people to a l t e r the 
e x i s t i n g arrangement between the Wantage Home and the Oxford 
Penitentiary Association. We do not know what changes were proposed 
but the designs of the "small cabal" as the Vicar c a l l e d i t , were 
defeated. 

A penitent ran away from the Home i n June. She had recently arrived 
from Oxford and had not, perhaps, been able to s e t t l e down. The 
l o c a l Police Superintendent was asked to trace her. The Vicar 
remarked upon the advantages afforded by the new "systematic 
arrangement" of police forces, which i n t h i s case enabled the 
Superintendent to track the g i r l "quite through Berks." and to pass 
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"his i n t e l l i g e n c e on through Oxfordshire." 

One day i n August "the Home gave an entertainment to the Infants 
with apparent s a t i s f a c t i o n to a l l p a r t i e s " ! The infants were 
probably members of the regular day and Sunday Schools and some may 
have received t h e i r teaching from the S i s t e r s . The entertainment 
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was , no doubt, got up by the Penitents under the watchful eyes and 
with the help, of the S i s t e r s , and i t may perhaps be permitted to 
draw the inference that t h i s occasion was a healthy sign of the 
good fe e l i n g generally pr e v a i l i n g i n the Home. 

At about t h i s time the pressure of applications for admission to 
the refuges i n large towns began to force some of the receiving 
houses to act as Penitentiaries as w e l l . The system by which a 
Penitent was passed on from refuge to penitentiary, a f t e r a few 
months i n the former, began to break down simply because existing 
p e n i t e n t i a r i e s had not enough vacancies to cope with the numbers. 
This meant that excess numbers had to be housed for longer periods 
i n the refuges and some form of peni t e n t i a r y - s t y l e training 
devised f o r them. The si t u a t i o n then arose that penitents wee 
passed on to the penitentiaries a f t e r very varying periods i n the 
houses of f i r s t instance. Some received vacancies a f t e r only a few 
weeks at a refuge, and others only after very many months. This 
inevitably led to uncertainty and a sense of i n s e c u r i t y among the 
g i r l s themselves, and naturally rendered them l e s s amenable. The 
work done among them became l e s s s u c c e s s f u l . 

The Wantage Home authorities came to f e e l that either the refuges 
should t r y to regulate t h e i r numbers to match the vacancies 
available quarterly ? t the receiving p e n i t e n t i a r i e s , or that the 
penitentiaries should become refuges as well by providing 
probationary wards e n t i r e l y separate from the penitentiary areas. 
At Wantage i t came to be hoped that i n time s u f f i c i e n t money would 
be forthcoming to enable probationary wards to be b u i l t into the 
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new S t . Mary's Home. 

During 1856 f i f t e e n g i r l s l e f t the Home, eleven of them having 
19 

finish e d t h e i r probation and two because of i l l n e s s . 
3. THE NEW HOME 
While a l l the troubles connected with the School Sisterhood were 
coming to a head and then having to be cleared up, the work of 
building the new S t . Mary's Home was going forward. I t had been 
hoped that the home would be ready f o r occupation during the 
course of the summer of 1856, but owing to delays connected with 
the building, i t was not possible to remove from Newbury Street 
u n t i l September. As i t was, workmen were s t i l l busied about the s i t e 
when the move was made. The Vicar, the Chaplain and the S i s t e r s , 
knowing t h e i r charges, had a l l f e l t that i t would be desirable f o r 
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the workmen to have l e f t before the g i r l s were moved into the Home. 
But the agreement under which the Newbury Street house was held 
terminated at t h i s time and the household was them obliged to move 
before a l l was ready.* The Chaplain wrote: "This was a trouble to 
us i n two respects. I t interfered, i n the f i r s t place, very much 
with the d i s c i p l i n e of the house, giving our S i s t e r s much extra 
trouble i n keeping watch over t h e i r charge; and i n the second, the 
season was so f a r advanced before a l l was ready, that we were 
unable to i n v i t e our friends to a formal opening of the house, 
and to r e j o i c e with us on the happy accomplishment of so much of 
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our undertaking." 

The steadiness and f i d e l i t y with which Thomas Vincent f u l f i l l e d 
h i s duties to the Home are transparently c l e a r i n the few records 
which remain, and perhaps one small entry i n the Parish Journal 
i l l u s t r a t e s t h i s a l i t t l e . On Sunday September 14th the Vicar 
wrote: "... Vincent preached i n Church t h i s evening after an 
in t e r v a l of 3§ years." 

On the following day, Monday September 15th, 1856 the move from 
Newbury Street to the new building began. The Vicar noted: "... 
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The new St. Mary's Home entered." The move appears to have been 
completed by the Friday of the same week and a l l the inmates safely 
i n s t a l l e d . The Vicar attended the f i r s t s e r v i c e to be held. "Service 
at the Home on entering i t and using the Chapel room for the f i r s t 
time." This room or Oratory as i t was c a l l e d , was situated on the 
f i r s t f loor of the Home i n the South Wing. Although the room has 
long been used f o r other purposes, some of the o r i g i n a l glass 
remains i n the upper l i g h t s of the windows. The glass i s opaque 
and mostly uncoloured but there are some patterns of stained glass 
which include the "IHC" symbol repeated several times. 
The new St. Mary's Home "began i n a very small way. The entrance 
from the road was through red wooden gates from which a rather 
untidy gravel path sloped up to the Front Door. The porch was much 
as we know i t now." There were two small carved wooden angels one 
on either side of the door "and two small benches." The angels 
are s t i l l there and look as though they were carved before the 
nineteenth century, but proof of t h i s i s not extant. The benches 
are no longer there, but otherwise the porch i s the same today. 
'The main block consisted of the Centre and South Wing only." These 
two wings formed an L. Among the rooms on the ground flo o r was a 
Dining Hall where a l l the members of the household fed together; 
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"... the g i r l s used to s i t on benches b u i l t into the w a l l s , while 
the S i s t e r s and V i s i t o r s and E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s sat on chairs i n the 
centre of the room." There was also a classroom, a workroom, kitchei 
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and laundry, and a small room/was used by the Founder. The g i r l s 
s lept i n a long dormitory on the f i r s t f l o o r , and S i s t e r s who were 
not on dormitory duty slept in separate c e l l s on the other side of 
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the same passage. 
About t h i s time the S i s t e r s asked the Vicar to t a l k to them on the 
subject of the l i f e they were beginning i n t h e i r new house. The 
address was largely devotional but at the beginning i t touched 
upon the t r i a l s they had undergonet?what they had gained through 
that experience which would be of p r a c t i c a l use i n t h e i r l i f e of 
prayer and s e r v i c e . The Vicar "also: taught them that t h e i r new 
surroundings could help them to form new resolutions as they went 
forward i n the s p i r i t u a l l i f e . 

"Dear D i s t e r s , you wish me to address you i n a few words of 
warning and exhortation now, while the impressions are yet new to 
you of t h i s your new abode, t h i s which i f i t pleases God, may be 
the l a s t abode of at l e a s t some of you. 

You have accomplished a change, s l i g h t indeed as regards place, but 
surely not s l i g h t i n i t s influence on your l i f e . That cannot be a 
s l i g h t change when what was temporary becomes permanent, when we 
know that we have reached an end, and that these i s nothing more .., 
you know well that an occasion l i k e the present i n such a l i f e and 
i n such a work as yours, may not be l o s t . 

You have been enabled to try your strength and your weakness, you 
have had some experience of the peculiar temptations incidental to 
a Religious l i f e ; you have learned somewhat of what God demands 
of those who seek a place among the Household Servants of Him, and 
the help which he offers to them. You have known some of the 
peculiar blessedness attached to t h i s condition, and some of i t s 
sorrows: you have passed as i t were, the Novitiate of that l i f e 
which with a fixed purpose you chose before and now, with the 
knowledge gained and hearts p u r i f i e d by self-examination and 
confession, you would f a i n gain somewhat of help from the f r e s h 
combination of outward and v i s i b l e objects to help a new set of 
resolutions and a firm 'teaching' i n the s p i r i t u a l l i f e . . . " 
The Vicar went on to speak of the blessedness of the l i f e the 
S i s t e r s had undertaken and of the i n e v i t a b l e struggles and 
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sufferings to come as they strove to go forward i n God's se r v i c e . 

One further extract w i l l serve to i l l u s t r a t e something of the 
Founder's v i s i o n for the Sisterhood as they s e t t l e d down into t h e i r 
new home: 

"Let t h i s House be to you a sort of Church; i t i s a holy place -
a house of prayer wherein seven times each day the s a c r i f i c e 
of p raise and thanksgiving, penitence and intercession s h a l l r i s e 
to Almighty God. Feel as i n a Church the constant presence of God 
modifying and checking you i n thought, word, deed, movement and 
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look."*" 
ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOLS 
Late i n November, the main part of the new buildings sponsored by 
Mrs. Trevelyan was ready for habitation. Mrs. Trevelyan moved i n to 
prepare for the reception of the Schools which were to occupy the 
house. There was as yet no chapel. The building was arranged i n 
three wings. The east wing was to be the dwelling for Mrs. Trevelyai 
h e r s e l f , her husband and h i s man-servant. "The centre and west wing 
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were adapted for the training schools." 
The Vicar's own summing up w i l l serve to conclude the account of 
the v i c i s s i t u d e s experienced i n 1856. On January 1st 1857 he 
wrote, i n a s p i r i t of thankfulness and hope, yet without excusing 
himself for h i s own errors of judgment, that the year "... began 
i n much trouble and anxiety. Miss Hayes and her doings, the 
sickness of the household, the d i f f i c u l t y of carrying on the 
various educational works of which she had the management, the 
great doubt as to her future position, and the heavy debt which 
she had incurred through her wilfulness - a l l combined to alarm me 
very much for the future welfare of our G i r l s . Now, thanks be to 
God, these d i f f i c u l t i e s have materially subsided, and everything 
has continued as before, only i n a f a r healthier and more hopeful 
condition. Miss Hayes and her h i s t o r y ought to be a great warning 
to us a l l , and i t should teach us the great danger of l e t t i n g a 
beautiful Idea ( i . e . f or a School Sisterhood] take hold of the 
mind and numb the perceptive powers. I ought to have understood 
long before that she was not trustworthy, and so to have brought 
matters to a point. Many notes i n t h i s book ( i . e . Parish Journal} 
record my doubts and f e a r s . But I l i v e d on i n the hope, of at 
l a s t s e t t l i n g her down... May He who has begun the good work 
complete i t t i l l the day of Jesus C h r i s t . He only can, and to Him 
we must constantly and earnestly pray for our people, i n d i v i d u a l l y 



and c o l l e c t i v e l y offering to Him again and again each one of our 
works, our Church, our Services, the Home, our Schools, and a l l 
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the success i n each which He vouchsafes to give us." 
1857 
FINANCIAL MATTERS CONCERNING THE NEW HOME 
During 1856 l i t t l e money had been donated s p e c i f i c a l l y to the 
building fund. Subscriptions and donations came i n i n s u f f i c i e n t 
quantities to defray general expenditure, but the beginning of 
1857 found the Home i n debt for the buildings to the sum of £400. 
Not only had the alms been small, but as the Chaplain wrote; 
"experience gained between the drawing of the plans and the 
completion of the f i r s t portion led £those concerned} to see the 
necessity of enlarging and s l i g h t l y a l t e r i n g the laundry and i t s 
adjacent departments. This with some contingent expenses, and 
f i t t i n g the whole building with gas-lights, amounted to nearly 
£500 more than the o r i g i n a l contract." But the Church Penitenti­
ary Association a s s i s t e d with a grant of £100, "and donations 
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enabled the paying of £200 more." 
The general fund began to benefit from money earned by the laundry 
work done by the Penitents. They did not earn the whole cost of 
t h e i r keep because they were not kept s o l i d l y work a l l the 
week. Time was spent i n receiving i n s t r u c t i o n and i n devotional 
exercises. But the laundry work "seemed to promise a f a i r 
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proportion towards the cost of t h e i r support." 
On March 26th a Church Vestry meeting was held, and the Vicar 
brought forward the subject of payment of rate as i t concerned 
the Home. He represented the Home as having a claim to exemption 
from payment because i t was a chari t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n . "The point 
was contested by those present and l e f t undecided, though the onus 
proband! w i l l f a l l on us." He commented: " I t i s strange to see 
how l i t t l e sympathy the sort of people who attend Vestries have 
for any good work. They don't or can't believe i n s e l f - d e n i a l 
nor the abstract love of others scarcely i n the f a c t that s i n i s 
f e a r f u l and they (the next word i s i l l e g i b l e but 'regard' w i l l f i t 

29 
the context] such works as the Home as a mere whim or luxury..." 

On A p r i l 9th a further Vestry was held for Church Rate and at the 
same meeting the rating of St. Mary's Home was s e t t l e d . " A l l 
went off smoothly. I t was agreed that S t . Mary's Home should be 
rated for poor rate on t h i s ground alone, ( i . e . presumably 
poverty} and at 40£ f o r l i g h t i n g , paving etc..."30 
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From time to time the Vicar noted i n the Journal donations that 
were made to the Home, for example: " A p r i l 7. Tuesday i n Holy 
Week ... Letter from Mrs. Hubbard enclosing £25 for the Home, 
and promising a yearly repetition of the same ..." For many 
years the Home remained dependent upon t h i s kind of generosity 
simply to keep i t running from day to day. But the Vicar and the 
Chaplain knew that the Home was helping to f u l f i l a crying s o c i a l 
need, l e t alone a moral one, and they did not h e s i t a t e to send 
appeals for support to such people as those who had sent g i r l s 
to the Home, and the E x t e r i o r S i s t e r s , i n order that they might 
get up l o c a l c o l l e c t i o n s i n t h e i r parishes. In a wider f i e l d they 
hoped they might sound t h e i r appeals i n the ears of the men who 
had made, or might have made, victims of the g i r l s and young 
women being cared for i n the various Homes now established. 

That the f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n was s t i l l very hand-to-mouth i s 
i l l u s t r a t e d by a note the Vicar made some time i n 1857: "Some 
money i s r e a l l y needful, only about £3 i n the l a s t fortnight. 
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I must t r y some other plan." 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS 
Despite the excellence of the work being done by the penitentiaries 
i t i s c e r t a i n l y open to question whether t h e i r establishment 
tended - paradoxically - to d u l l people's awareness of the 
double standard which was accentuated by t h e i r very existence. 
A g i r l who came into one of these Homes was labelled a "penitent", 
and i f she was unfortunate, she might carry the stigma of 
immorality which t h i s implied and a burden of shame f o r much of 
her l i f e . But the men who had been concerned i n bringing her to 
such a p l i g h t , more often than not extricated themselves 
completely from the relationship, and l e f t her to s u f f e r the 
consequences of s o c i a l ostracism. I f a man had a conscience i t 
i s possible that, i f he knew that a g i r l whom he had seduced 
had gone into a penitentiary, h i s sense of g u i l t might be salved 
because she was being cared f o r , and he could send a donation 
accordingly i f he wished. 
In the eyes of society the g i r l usually c a r r i e d the burden of 
blame, while the part played by the man was often regarded with 
tolerance. For example, a young man had to 'sow h i s wild oats', 
i t was quite natural; or he had to 'gain experience' and some 
poor domestic servant might be seduced for t h i s . This i s not to 
say that there were not cases of willingness on the part of the 
g i r l , but a l l too often a resident servant was forced into 
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immorality, being defenceless i n the house of her master or 
perhaps against the sheer strength of h i s son or some male 
servant. I t may be asked whether Churchmen were s u f f i c i e n t l y 
aware of what the existence of refuges and p e n i t e n t i a r i e s 
implied, at t h i s period. I t would seem that they were not, on the 
whole, for although the founding of peni t e n t i a r i e s represented an 
effor t by Churchmen to deal with the problem of prostitution; yet 
there was no widespread attempt by the Church, at t h i s time, to 
deal with the double standards, or to force society to recognize 
the inequality of treatment of those convicted of immoral 
behaviour, between the sexes. 

MORE SISTERS 
The year 1857 saw the addition of two more S i s t e r s to the 
Community. On February 3rd Miss Mary Pennell, who had been an 
Exterior S i s t e r since the previous year, arrived to j o i n the 
resident Sisterhood, brought over to Wantage by her father. 
During A p r i l a Miss Elizabeth Carter also came to swell the 
numbers. These two were to be known as " S i s t e r Mary" and 
" S i s t e r E l i z a " and both were to remain i n the Community for the 
rest of t h e i r l i v e s . 

Two other domestic events occurred which concerned the Exterior 
S i s t e r s . In t h i s year Emma Watkins, now Emma Mackonochie, as she 
had married the Rev. A.H. Mackonochie*s brother, James, i n 1856, 
became an Exterior S i s t e r . Another of the Watkins s i s t e r s , Dora, 
who had been an Exterior S i s t e r since 1852, married Thomas 
Vincent, Chaplain to St. Mary's Home i n 1857. The help of the 
Exterior S i s t e r s continued to be of e s s e n t i a l value to the Home. 
RULES RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE HOME 
I t was noted e a r l i e r that the f i r s t Constitutions and Rules f o r 
St. Mary's Home were drawn up and approved i n 1854 and 1855. 
The autumn of 1857 saw episcopal approval of a set of "Rules 
Relating To The Internal Conduct Of The Work." This code i s 
headed "The Sisterhood of St. Mary the Virgin, Wantage," as 
d i s t i n c t from the t i t l e given i n the e a r l i e r document which 
simply refers to "St. Mary's Home for Penitents," although i t 
governed the Sisterhood i t s e l f as well as the S i s t e r s ' r e l a t i o n 
to the Home. 

This second set of rules did not i n any way supersede the 
o r i g i n a l one, but rather supplemented i t . For the f i r s t time 
regulations for admission to the Sisterhood were set out. The 
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f i r s t rule corresponds to the service f o r the Admission of S i s t e r s 
discussed i n the l a s t chapter with regard to the promise of 
obedience "so long as (a S i s t e r ] s h a l l continue an inmate . 
the individual l i b e r t y to leave at w i l l thus being i m p l i c i t l y 
preserved: 

"1. Any person admitted to be a S i s t e r s h a l l be required to 
give a promise of obedience to the Rules and Regulations of the 
Home so long as she s h a l l continue an inmate thereof." 

I t i s also l a i d down that a d e f i n i t e period of probation s h a l l 
be undergone by the intending S i s t e r . There was s t i l l no use 
of the t i t l e "Novice", though i t i s possible that t h i s was used 
domestically i n the Home for some time before i t found a place 
in o f f i c i a l documents. "No new S i s t e r s h a l l be admitted u n t i l 
after residence, and observance of the Rules for the space of 
two years, and by the consent of a majority of the S i s t e r s . " 
As we have seen "Admission" corresponded to "Profession". A 
further clause provides that''no S i s t e r s h a l l be admitted whose 
parents are l i v i n g without t h e i r written consent f i r s t obtained." 
This clause produces a corresponding requirement i n the next 
form of admission se r v i c e , i n which, i f the Bishop think i t 
necessary, he s h a l l question those about to be admitted "whether, 
i n offering themselves to t h i s l i f e , they have the consent of 
those to whom they ewe obedience," I t i s not c l e a r how long t h i s 
requirement was in force, but presumably i t was dropped as the 
movement for the emancipation of women gained force and 
recognition. Florence Nightingale»s independent behaviour gave a 
strong impetus to the movement during t h i s period. 

The move towards the monastic i d e a l of relinquishment of personal 
property was given e x p l i c i t expression i n t h i s set of r u l e s . 
Relinquishment could not be absolute because of the non-
permanent conception of Sisterhood l i f e expressed i n the clauses 
preserving individual l i b e r t y to withdraw. The rules stated that 
"No S i s t e r can r e t a i n any money or goods ac t u a l l y i n her 
possession i n the Home;!? but i t provided that she might r e t a i n 
property elsewhere,presumably against the time when she might 
leave the Sisterhood, or as a source of income from which her 
payments to the Sisterhood for her maintenance might be drawn. 
I t was also enjoined that the S i s t e r s should have " a l l things 
i n common as f a r as may be"; i . e . Community of goods within the 
houses of the Sisterhood. 
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These rules gave the Superior authority to order the work of the 
S i s t e r s and to decide matters concerning the Community. The 
impression that the S i s t e r s were ruled a u t o c r a t i c a l l y by the 
Superior might be gained from a perusal of t h i s code. But i n 
f a c t , although she did have ultimate authority, i t i s f a i r l y 
c e r t a i n that the Superior's government of the Community was 
c a r r i e d on i n consultation with those S i s t e r s who had been 
formally '•admitted". I n e a r l i e r days no doubt a l l the S i s t e r s 
took part in discussions, p a r t i c u l a r l y when there was no 
Superior. The rules actually provide that alterations of them 
could only be made with the consent of a majority of the 
S i s t e r s , as i n the f i r s t document, the only difference being 
that the s i z e of the majority i s not s p e c i f i e d . 

I t was further provided that the Vicar, or "Bishop's 
Commissary" as he was c a l l e d , should act as counsellor to the 
Superior i n regard to matters concerning the S i s t e r s , should 
she require assistance; and that the Chaplain should act i n a 
s i m i l a r capacity towards her for the Penitents. In both cases 
f i n a l reference could be made to the Bishop i n case of need. 

The development of the monastic way of l i f e i s r e f l e c t e d i n 
these r u l e s . For the f i r s t time the length of time to be given 
d a i l y i n private devotion was spec i f i e d , i n addition to the 
r e c i t a t i o n of the Canonical Hours which had been s a i d i n 
common ever since the foundation of the Community. Each day 
was to begin and close with prayer. Also the hours and times 
during which s i l e n c e was to be kept were defined. These hours 
and times were as follows :- " I n going to and from Church; from 
Evening prayers (Compline) t i l l a f t e r Matins" on the following 
day; from nine o'clock i n the morning u n t i l twelve o'clock 
"except on those days on which Holy Communion (wasJ celebrated 
at an early hour." Freedom to a l t e r the rule of s i l e n c e "to 
s u i t the work" was given to the Superior "under the d i r e c t i o n 
of the Commissary." Also a simple rule of f a s t i n g was given, 
not very austere, presumably having regard to the d e l i c a t e 
health of some of the S i s t e r s . 

The S i s t e r s dress was to be uniform and neat and the S i s t e r s 
were to regard c e r t a i n modes of behaviour as religious duties: 
i . e . "personal neatness, punctuality, a due regard to the 
interests' of the house, a general order, a gentle recollected 
manner, coupled with habitual courtesy, both among themselves 
and towards strangers ..." 
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The S i s t e r s wee at l i b e r t y to v i s i t t h e i r parents and friends 
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occasionally, or when "necessity or sickness requirefd] i t . " 
THE SISTERS AND THE PARISH 
The Sisterhood, although i t s new home was at a l i t t l e further 
distance from the Parish Church, nevertheless maintained a close 
re l a t i o n s h i p with the Parish. Regarding the Church i t s e l f a few 
homely d e t a i l s are l e f t to us which i l l u s t r a t e t h i s . For 
example the S i s t e r s lent "Altar hangings" and a l i t a n y desk as 
th e i r contribution to the great service which was held to 
mark the completion of the restoration of the Church, a work 
which had been very close to the Vicar's heart. Again there 
are references to the assistance of the S i s t e r s i n decorating 
the Parish Church for f e s t i v a l s . In the abovementioned code of 
rules i t was provided that "Those S i s t e r s , whose se r v i c e s can 
be spared, s h a l l attend the d a i l y services of the Parish Church.S 
i . e . they attended Matins and Evensong at Church. 
The S i s t e r s ' work i n the Parish was also governed by the rules 
quoted above. " I f any Parochial or Educational work be 
entrusted to any S i s t e r , the actual time to be allowed to i t 
s h a l l be fix e d by the Superior; and the work i t s e l f , so f a r as 
i t regards the Parish, s h a l l be appointed and the S i s t e r regulatec 
i n i t by the Parish P r i e s t . Provided that the Superior s h a l l 
always l i m i t such work i n the Parish so that i t hinder not the 
necessary work of the Home, or prevent the needful recreation 
of the S i s t e r s , and that never l e s s than two S i s t e r s remain i n 
the house together." 

The S i s t e r s a s s i s t e d when they could i n the nursing of the s i c k 
i n the town during outbreaks of serious i l l n e s s , as there was 
in the summer of 1859. Every e f f o r t was made to integrate the 
S i s t e r s i n the Parochial machinery. 

The Bishop continued to include the Home i n h i s i t i n e r a r y 
whenever he v i s i t e d the town. For example on Friday November 
13th of t h i s year the Vicar wrote: "Bishop's V i s i t a t i o n . We a l l 
received the H£oly] C(pmmunion} at the Home i n the early 
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morning." This Celebration was probably the only Communion 
Service i n the Parish on that day. 
WORK WITH THE PENITENTS 
The work among the Penitents continued to make progress. I t was 
found necessary, however, to increase the s t r i c t n e s s of the 
d i s c i p l i n e imposed upon them, perhaps partly because of the 
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unruly elements being passed on from refuges where there was a 
mixture of receiving house methods and penitentiary t r a i n i n g . 
The Chaplain wrote that the s t r i c t e r d i s c i p l i n e included an 
en t i r e lack of hesitat i o n i n sending away any inmate who "after 
s u f f i c i e n t probation, evidently does more harm to others by her 
bad example than we can hope to balance by good done to h e r s e l f 
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through our forebearance." The Chaplain, writing i n 1859, 
instanced the f a c t that after nine years of the l i f e of the 
Home eight inmates had been sent away i n the l a s t two years as 
compared with only s i x during the whole of the previous seven 
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years. 
The work of preparing candidates from among the Penitents f o r 
the Sacraments produced considerable f r u i t s . There were 
candidates f o r Confirmation nearly every year and there were 
some baptisms. At t h i s period there was usually a Confirmation 
held at the Home each year, separate from that held at the 
Parish Church. There was a baptism i n 1857, about which the 
Vicar evidently consulted the Bishop as to i t s venue. The 
Bishop wrote: " I quite agree with you that i t w i l l be best to 
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have the baptism p r i v a t e l y at the Home." But i t could be 
conjectured that t h i s baptism was of some person i n contact 
with the Home who was not an inmate, or even perhaps of an 
i l l e g i t i m a t e c h i l d . ' 
ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOLS 
The new buildings f o r the S t . Michael's Schools having been 
s u f f i c i e n t l y completed, Mrs. Trevelyan's I n d u s t r i a l School for 
the training of g i r l s for domestic service took up i t s abode 
there. For some reason Mrs. Trevelyan wished the S i s t e r s to 
take charge of the school. Such a charge would have been a heavy 
burden on the resources of the Sisterhood, but presumably 
Mrs. Trevelyan had very good reasons for her request. Possibly 
they concerned her husband's condition. I t i s not c l e a r whether 
Mrs. Trevelyan wanted to be rel i e v e d of the charge altogether 
at t h i s time, or only f o r a temporary period. Certainly the 
Community was to take f u l l charge of the house, before very 
long. The arrangement that was made for the present, however, 
was described by the Vicar; perhaps i t was fo r a t r i a l run, as 
i t were. On Friday January 23rd "The Superior of St. Mary's 
and the Vicar held a meeting with Mrs. Trevelyan on the subject 
of the arrangements for St. Michael's I n d u s t r i a l Schools. We 
arrived at the following conclusion, v i z : that the Superior 
would undertake the charge of them for s i x months on condition 
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(1) that the Clergy would give at l e a s t weekly religious 
i n s t r u c t i o n (2) that during that period Mrs. Trevelyan should 
be responsible for the expense (3) that there should be no 
intercourse without permission s p e c i a l l y given between the 
inmates of the two portions of the building. I f i n d that Mrs. 
Trevelyan expected me to be responsible for any expenses over the 
sum which she proposed to appropriate and i s rather vexed with 
me f o r declining the Charge. To have accepted i t would have 
been simple dishonesty on my part, and I cannot accuse myself 
of having at any time encouraged her to expect that I would do 
so. I t i s fortunate therefore that t h i s has been l a i d down 
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and understood." 

Clause (3) of t h i s arrangement gives the impression that i f the 
S i s t e r s were to undertake the Charge of the School, they wanted 
a free hand to run i t as they saw f i t . From Clause (2) i t seems 
l i k e l y that Mrs. Trevelyan misunderstood the Vicar when she 
f i r s t discussed with him the idea of building the house. 
Presumably she thought that i f she b u i l t the house i n the 
Parish the Parish would benefit from i t , and so naturally the 
Vicar would a s s i s t i n financing the work for that very reason. 
She cannot have weighed the f a c t that the Vicar could not have 
prevented her from building the house even had he wanted to do 
so, and she h e r s e l f seems to have been very keen on the project. 
In h i s hopes that i n time room might be found for the pupil 
teachers at S t . Michaels - an as yet unaccomplished f a c t - the 
Vicar had not, indeed he could not have, agreed to undertake 
to a s s i s t her p a r t i c u l a r venture with the I n d u s t r i a l School. 
At t h i s present time the pupil teachers were s t i l l at the Old 
Cottage, and t h e i r move was not yet i n view. In the event 
Mrs. Trevelyan appropriated £3000 from personal sources to 
endow her work. 

The Chapel of Mrs. Trevelyan's house was completed by A p r i l . 
The Vicar noted: "Friday A p r i l 17. I opened the Chapel of Mrs. 
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Trevelyan's new House with a short s e r v i c e and an address..." 
For the time being, however, the I n d u s t r i a l School G i r l s 
attended the Parish Church f o r the main s e r v i c e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r 
Holy Communion. No communion table appears to have been 
licensed at St. Michael's at t h i s time. 
During 1857 the Bishop held an Ordination at the Parish Church, 
and the pre-Ordination retreat and examination were also held 



at Wantage. The use of some rooms and the Chapel i n S t . Michael's 
was requested from Mrs. Trevelyan and readily granted. The 
Misses Watkins a s s i s t e d Mrs. Trevelyan i n lodging the twelve 
candidates. The Ordination was of Cuddesdon men, the Reverend 
H.P. Liddon, formerly curate at Wantage, being Vice-Principal 
of the College at t h i s time. 
THE VICAR'S CLASSES 
One of the features of William Butler's work which contributed 
so l a r g e l y to his success i n bringing h i s flock to C h r i s t , was 
his habit of giving regular cla s s e s of in s t r u c t i o n i n the F a i t h 
to as many sections of the populace as he could. This was a 
mammoth task as he contrived to draw hundreds of people to the 
c l a s s e s . He gave c l a s s e s i n preparation for Confirmation; 
i n preparation for Holy Communion; post-Confirmation clas s e s 
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and regular cla s s e s throughout the year to c e r t a i n f o l k . He ran 
classes f o r young men, for maid servants, and i n connexion with 
the various educational works now established i n the town. He 
drew into h i s scheme each new work as i t came under h i s care. 
The Parish Journal contains constant references to t h i s c l a s s 
work. In connexion with the works being discussed here, he 
mentions c l a s s e s f o r the Workgirls, i . e . members of the 
Workschool established at the Old Cottage; for Mrs. Trevelyan's 
I n d u s t r i a l G i r l s , f o r teachers, and f o r tradesmens• daughters + 40 etc. 
PLANS FOR THE PUPIL TEACHERS 
In the autumn of 1857 the Vicar, having been i n doubt for 
some while about the s u i t a b i l i t y of Mrs. Light for her post 
as Mistress of the G i r l s ' School, and as charged with the care 
of the Pupil teachers at the Cottage, f i n a l l y decided to give 
her notice of dismissal. There do not seem to have been any 
hard feelings on e i t h e r side, and the notice did not terminate 
u n t i l the end of the year. Mrs. Light was an u n c e r t i f i c a t e d 
teacher, and evidently her standards of work and of the behaviour 
to be required of her charges were not high enough. 

At about the same time the question of housing the pupil 
teachers and school mistresses at St. Michael's was rais e d again. 
The Vicar wrote: 
"Tuesday Oct.20... Conversation with Mrs. Trevelyan which leads 
me to hope that the long talked of amalgamation of schools may 
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be brought about." On the following day the Vicar interviewed 
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a possible successor for Mrs. Light's post: " V i s i t from Miss 
Salisbury, whom we hope to have as Mistress of the National 
School i n place of Mrs. Light ... from the Salisbury T.S. 
She pleased me much,talked very s a t i s f a c t o r i l y of wearing caps 
etc., otherwise f a l l i n g i n with our sumptuary theories, and 
seemed to r e l i s h the prospect of l i v i n g at S t . Michael's 
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I n s t i t u t i o n . " 

Plans for the move began to be made: "Dec.5. Conversation with 
S i s t e r Mary respecting the lodgment e t c . of our pupil 
teachers and others i n St. Michael's. I agreed to pay £5 
towards providing (?) books (?) (words i l l e g i b l e ] and other 
necessaries. Mrs. Trevelyan w i l l make other needful 

44 
arrangements ..." Evidently S i s t e r Mary had f o r some time 
being helping to care for the pupil teachers while they were 
at the Cottage, and she was to continue to do so when the move 
had been accomplished. The pupil teachers themselves, i n s p i t e 
of the d i f f i c u l t i e s through which some of them had passed, 
were gaining successes i n government examinations, and the 
work with them seemed f a i r l y established. 
THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
On returning home after her period of service with Miss 
Nightingale's force of nurses i n the Crimea, Miss Osborne 
the Exterior S i s t e r returned to Wantage. She was given the 
charge of the Middle School, perhaps with continuing help from 
the S i s t e r s . The Vicar noted that "the School which was f a l l i n g 
to pieces under the careless regime of Miss Hayes, has, under 
Miss Osborne, ste a d i l y gone on recovering i t s e l f , and i s now 
i n a very f a i r sftate of subordination and i n t e l l i g e n c e . They 
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muster some 23 ..." 
THEFT 
Although many problems concerning the Cottage became, i n 1857, 
i n a f a i r way to being solved, the Vicar and S i s t e r s were 
caused some anxiety by an outbreak of petty thieving. In the 
Parish Journal f o r Monday September 7th, the Vicar recorded 
that S i s t e r Mary had told him that the house had been broken 
into during the previous night. Entry had been effected through 
the kitchen window from which a diamond pane had been removed 
and a hand inserted to open the window. Some loose money and 
some s i l v e r spoons were a l l that was taken. The Police 
Superintendent was sent f o r but there was no clue which would 
help to i d e n t i f y the t h i e f . There was indeed a small footprint 
and some fingermarks, but the foot had been swathed i n order 



t o l e a v e no i d e n t i f i a b l e p r i n t , and i n the days b e f o r e f i n g e r ­
p r i n t i n g l i t t l e c ould be deduced from the fingermarks. At t h e 
same time soae money had been s t o l e n from the Workschool. A 
l i t t l e l a t e r some money disappeared from the I n f a n t School, 
but t h e r e was a p o s s i b i l i t y o f a mistake having been made i n 
t h i s c a s e . 

A month l a t e r t h e r e were some f u r t h e r t h e f t s a t t h e Cottage, 
and s u s p i c i o n began to f a l l upon the g i r l s themselves. But 
a f t e r the P o l i c e Superintendent had v i s i t e d t he Cottage and 
had spoken to the next-door neighbour, an a r t i c l e was 
m y s t e r i o u s l y r e s t o r e d . The V i c a r r e c e i v e d evidence which made 
him b e l i e v e t h a t the g i r l s c o u l d be exculpated, but t h a t i t 
was p o s s i b l e t h a t the next-door neighbour was g u i l t y . But the 
V i c a r found t h a t "very c a r e l e s s ways as to money ... p r e v a i l e d 
at the Cottage," and he f e l t c o n s t r a i n e d to address Mrs. L i g h t 
on the s u b j e c t . 4 * * 

1858 

At the beginning of January 1858 the V i c a r reviewed the y e a r 
j u s t c l o s e d and surveyed the prospects f o r the year now 
beginning. I n h i s summary the V i c a r d i d not mention the Home 
or the S i s t e r s d i r e c t l y , from which i t can probably be assumed 
that he was s a t i s f i e d w i t h the way t h i n g s were going. But he 
looked w i t h some a n x i e t y at t h e g i r l s ' e d u c a t i o n a l work. 
"... our Schools are not so s a t i s f a c t o r y as i n Jan.1857. The 
G i r l s ' School does not improve, and the attendance of i n f a n t s 
i s v e r y s l a c k . I t r u s t t h a t the coming o f Miss S a l i s b u r y w i l l 
tend to remedy t h i s , and t h a t the removal o f t h e p u p i l t e a c h e r s 
and others from the Cottage t o S t . Michael's T r a i n i n g I n s t i t ­
u t i o n s w i l l g i v e a tone of r e g u l a r i t y and vigour to the G i r l s » 
School s t a f f . Mrs. L i g h t has, I b e l i e v e , done her b e s t , but she 
i s s a d l y l a c k i n g i n p r e c i s i o n and the s e l f - d e n y i n g h a b i t s by 
which alone any work can succeed... 

The Workschool under Miss Milsum, and the Middle School under 
Miss Osborne have answered remarkably w e l l . The l a t t e r seems 
g r a d u a l l y to be drawing to i t s e l f a l l the daughters of the 
tradesmen e t c . , and i f only we c o u l d get a f i t b u i l d i n g , of 
which t h e r e seems t o be some hope, we might see the Middle 
C l a s s g i r l education of the Town as w e l l managed as t h a t o f the 
boys i n the Grammar School..." Perhaps i t should be remarked 
here that the V i c a r had a l s o been r e s p o n s i b l e f o r b u i l d i n g up 
the boys* grammar school (King A l f r e d ' s ) . 



ST. MICHAEL'S , • 
On Thursday January 7th, Miss S a l i s b u r y a r r i v e d t o take up 
her post as M i s t r e s s of the G i r l s ' N a t i o n a l School. She took 
up her abode at S t . Michael's. On the same day the p u p i l 
t e a c h e r s moved from the Old Cottage i n Newbury S t r e e t to S t . 
Michael's. The Workschool, whose members had gone d a i l y to 
attend i n t h e i r room at the Cottage, were a l s o g i v e n room at 
S t . M ichael's. The V i c a r was away and the Reverend A.H. 
Mackonochie noted i n the P a r i s h Journal t h a t S t . Michael's 
was "very comfortable" and "a g r e a t improvement upon the 
o l d p i a c e ..." 

I THE PUPIL TEACHERS 
The p u p i l t e a c h e r s seem to have s e t t l e d down w e l l at S t . 
Michael's. S i s t e r Mary accompanied them and she probably 
shared the charge of them w i t h Miss S a l i s b u r y . I t i s p o s s i b l e 
t h a t she may have done the housekeeping f o r a time a t the Old 
Cottage, and then at S t . Michael's,but t h i s i s only c o n j e c t u r e . 
Mrs. L i g h t had departed at Christmas. 

Obviously at times t h e r e were f a i l u r e s i n the p u p i l - t e a c h e r 
work. From time t o time one of them would l e a v e o f her own 
accord before her time was up, or be d i s m i s s e d f o r one reason 
or another. For example one g i r l was d i s m i s s e d i n 1858 f o r bad 
behaviour, and another, a l o c a l g i r l , l e f t o f her own accord 
and at her p a r e n t s ' d e s i r e . The l a t t e r "spoke v e r y n i c e l y to 
S i s t e r Mary, and v e r y g r a t e f u l l y . " I t was t o be hoped t h a t the 
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impression gained at S t . Michael's might remain. Some l o c a l 
g i r l s attended S t . Michael's by the day, w h i l e o t h e r s from 
f u r t h e r a f i e l d were f u l l - t i m e b o a r d e r s . 
(a) ELIZA WEDDING 
There came to S t . Michael's at t h e beginning of t h i s year, 
from her home i n Northamptonshire, a young p u p i l t e a c h e r 
named E l i z a Wedding. E l i z a was a h i g h l y i n t e l l i g e n t and w e l l -
educated g i r l o f 15 y e a r s o f age, and she showed grea t promise. 
She was d e s t i n e d , i n y e a r s to come, to j o i n the Community, 
and as " S i s t e r Bessy" she was to c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e development 
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of the work at S t . Michael's i n a q u i t e outstanding way. 
Meanwhile she r a p i d l y proved h e r s e l f a most able p u p i l 
t e a c h e r , and by the end of the year the V i c a r had put her i n 
charge of the I n f a n t School. 
(b) TRAINING COLLEGES; THE QUEEN'S SCHOLARSHIPS 
The p u p i l t e a c h e r s o f Wantage, both boys and g i r l s , began to 
achieve standards which augured w e l l f o r t h e i r f u t u r e as 
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t e a c h e r s . A f t e r they had f i n i s h e d t h e i r time at t h e Wantage 

Schools, many of them went on t o more s e n i o r t r a i n i n g 
i n s t i t u t i o n s such as those at S a l i s b u r y and B r i s t o l , and 
S t . Mark's,London. As students at t h e s e c o l l e g e s they 
r e c e i v e d f u l l - t i m e t r a i n i n g . T h e i r e a r l y p r a c t i c a l e xperience 
i n the classroom f r e q u e n t l y stood them i n v e r y good stead , 
and the c o l l e g e s afforded them the o p p o r t u n i t i e s they r e q u i r e d 
to b u i l d up t h e i r t h e o r e t i c a l knowledge, and t o enable them to 
master t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r s u b j e c t s more thoroughly. In t h i s way 
many students from Wantage achieved q u i t e outstanding r e s u l t s . 

I n 1846-1847 when the Government Education Department i s s u e d 
r e g u l a t i o n s f o r the p u p i l - t e a c h e r - system, i t had a l s o 
inaugurated what were known as Queen's S c h o l a r s h i p s f o r which 
candidates competed by examination. S u c c e s s f u l candidates 
were enabled to go on to the s e n i o r t r a i n i n g c o l l e g e s . The 
E d u c a t i o n a l Department, "by a l t e r i n g t h e number and v a l u e of 
S c h o l a r s h i p s and a d j u s t i n g the standards of p r o f i c i e n c y i t 
expected from the t e a c h e r s ..." was enabled "to r e g u l a t e the 
supply of q u a l i f i e d personnel to meet changes i n demand." 5 0 

The V i c a r f r e q u e n t l y noted i n the P a r i s h J o u r n a l , o c c a s i o n s 
when p u p i l t e a c h e r s went i n f o r these examinations, and t h e i r 
r e s u l t s , whether s u c c e s s f u l o r otherwise. For example on 
December 29th 1858 he commented, not without a note of 
a n x i e t y "Sarah Jane Hale - p u p i l - t e a c h e r - l e f t us today 
having f i n i s h e d her time and gone i n f o r the Examination f o r 
Queen's S c h o l a r s h i p . On the whole I hope w e l l f o r her. She i s 
a f f e c t i o n a t e and has a f a i r l y good s p i r i t f o r work. But the 
i r r e g u l a r i t y o f the days of Miss Hayes and Mrs. L i g h t t o l d f o r 
e v i l on her. I n t e l l e c t u a l l y she was c a r r i e d to a higher p i t c h 
than I had expected." And i n the summary f o r the y e a r : "Sarah 
Jane Hale l e a v e s us f o r a t r a i n i n g s chool ..." Sarah Jane went 
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on t o the c o l l e g e at Fishponds, B r i s t o l . 

I I THE WORKSCHOOL 
Unfortunately the l i f e of the Workschool d i d not proceed v e r y 
smoothly during 1858. The superintendence of the School was i n 
the hands of a Miss Mil sum perhaps w i t h help from the S i s t e r s , 
but we cannot be c e r t a i n of t h a t . W i l l i a m B u t l e r ' s son, i n 
w r i t i n g the memoir of h i s f a t h e r , t r e a t e d of the Workschool 
i n h i s chapter on the S i s t e r h o o d , so perhaps we may assume 
a continuing connexion o f some k i n d w i t h the S i s t e r s . 
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During 1858 unruly behaviour began to manifest i t s e l f i n the 
s c h o o l : 

"Miss Milsum complains of some of the e l d e r Workgirls - t h a t 
they are i n c l i n e d to be rude. T h i s i s an important matter, f o r 
h i t h e r t o these g i r l s have gone on very f a i r l y . The present 
head g i r l s are r a t h e r below the average, and t h e i r example 
i s not e d i f y i n g . Yet I b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e i s no r e a l harm 
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i n any of them" : thus the V i c a r . The g i r l s were reprimanded 
and t h e r e was a temporary improvement. But two months l a t e r i t 
began to appear t h a t t h e t r o u b l e l a y w i t h Miss Milsum 
h e r s e l f : " I f o r e s e e d i f f i c u l t i e s i n the Workschool. Miss 
Milsum, who has c a r r i e d i t so long and so s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , i s , 
I t h i n k , t i r e d of i t , and i f t h i s be so, we cannot expect her 
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to g i v e her energies to i t . " 
The V i c a r went away f o r h i s h o l i d a y and Mackonochie had to 
endeavour to deal w i t h f u r t h e r d i f f i c u l t i e s which a r o s e ; 
"Tuesday Aug.5. Went t o speak t o Miss Milsum at the 
Workschool. Found complaints o f t h e c h i l d r e n making a gr e a t 
d i s t u r b a n c e during Miss M's absence. Miss Coleman went i n and 
remonstrated, but the no i s e d i d not abate. They were s i n g i n g 
songs of the common s t r e e t k i n d . I d i d not ask wi t h what 
degree of impropriety. Spoke t o them and s a i d t h e i r week's 
money must be stopped. Afterwards saw the two e l d e s t 
s e p a r a t e l y . " 

The stoppage of the week's money was perhaps; bound t o produce 
a v i o l e n t r e a c t i o n from g i r l s i n such a mood, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s i n c e t h e r a i s o n d ' e t r e of the school was p a r t l y to provide a 
means of earning money f o r g i r l s i n very poor circumstances. 
At any r a t e a few days l a t e r : "The Workgirls have agreed 
upon a s t r i k e . . , " 5 5 D r a s t i c a c t i o n was c a l l e d f o r and as a 
r e s u l t some g i r l s l e f t t h e sch o o l ; whereby order was r e s t o r e d . 
Miss Milsum d i d not c a r r y on f o r much longer, and by the end 
of the year a new superintendent had r e p l a c e d h e r : "The 
Workschool has l o s t Miss Milsum, and gained Mrs. Page as 
Superintendent. As yet i t prospers thoroughly under her c a r e . 
We must not l o s e time i n adding more g i r l s . She so c o n t r i v e s 
that i t i s e n t i r e l y a t p r e s e n t s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g . " 5 ^ 

THE HOME ; (1) THE PENITENTIARY 
I t was noted e a r l i e r t h a t s i n c e some refuges had become 
p e n i t e n t i a r i e s as w e l l due t o p r e s s u r e of a p p l i c a t i o n s , one 
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way of remedying t h e imbalance caused i n the former two-stage 
system o f t r a i n i n g might be the a d d i t i o n of r e c e i v i n g house 
accommodation at the p e n i t e n t i a r i e s themselves. During 1858, 
although no new accommodation had as ye t been provided, g i r l s 
i n need of c a r e began to e n t e r the Wantage Home d i r e c t . T h i s 
step may have been f o r c e d upon t h e V i c a r and the other 
a u t h o r i t i e s o f the Home by the immoral c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g i r 
the town, f o r some l o c a l g i r l s were admitted i n t h i s y e a r . One 
g i r l came from Letcombe B a s s e t , brought to the V i c a r by the 
doctor, Mr. Barker. T h i s poor g i r l had been seduced w h i l e i n 
s e r v i c e i n London, probably by her master, who f r e q u e n t l y 
commi/tted a d u l t e r y w i t h her - a by no means unusual 
occurrence i n nineteenth century London - and then she f e l l , 
by what agency i t i s not known, i n t o a l i f e of p r o s t i t u t i o n . 
She caught a d i s e a s e and had to be brought home. The V i c a r 
d e s c r i b e d the g i r l as "simple and w i l l i n g t o be guided" and i t 
i s not too f a r - f e t c h e d t o c o n j e c t u r e t h a t i t was her very 
s i m p l i c i t y which enabled o t h e r s t o le a d her a s t r a y . 

I t i s p o s s i b l e , from the evidence, t h a t t h i s g i r l was one to 
whom Mr. Barker's a s s i s t a n t had been making advances w h i l e 
attending her at Letcombe, and who entered the Home i n 1858. 
T h i s a s s i s t a n t of Mr. Barker's d i e d suddenly l e s s than a month 
a f t e r the entry i n the Journal concerning t h i s matter. He had 
not long been married and an ent r y i n Mr. Mackonochie's hand 
records t h a t the man's w i f e " ( o f 10 weeks' standing) seems to 
be a r e l i g i o u s person, and t o l d me t h a t she should l i k e to 
ente r the Home as a S i s t e r . I t would be very remarkable i f 
t h i s p a i n f u l t r a i n of circumstances brought t h i s about.? 
There i s , however, no evidence t h a t t h i s poor woman entered 
the Community, u n l e s s perhaps she r e v e r t e d t o her maiden name 
f o r anonymity's sake. 

A second i n s t a n c e of a l o c a l g i r l being encouraged to enter 
the Home occurs i n the Jour n a l f o r October 28th: "... I spoke 
to J - - about e n t e r i n g the Home as a P e n i t e n t , and I hope by 
God's mercy to b r i n g about t h i s . " 

(2) BISHOP WILBERFORCE 

(a) F i v e more P e n i t e n t s were confirmed a t the Home on 
December lOth 1858. 

(b) As w e l l as v i s i t i n g t he Home f o r Confirmations the 
Bishop continued t o take a p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t i n the S i s t e r s . 



W i l l i a m B u t l e r , then Canon of Worcester, wrote of Bishop 
Wilberforce a f t e r t he l a t t e r ' s death t h a t "Nothing could be 
k i n d e r , w i s e r or more l a r g e h e arted than the l i n e which he 
adopted; and i t i s c e r t a i n l y not too much to a s s e r t , t h a t to 
him our E n g l i s h Sisterhoods owe t h e i r p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n o f 
u s e f u l n e s s and acceptance. I n s t e a d of standing apart and 
w a i t i n g t i l l they had made t h e i r way, he, w i t h h i s 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c determination t o be the r e a l t i f t i ' K O * * ^ 
or overseer of a l l r e l i g i o u s movements i n h i s d i o c e s e , took 
the matter i n t o h i s own hands without i n the l e a s t quenching 
or thwarting the z e a l and the ideas of those who gave the 
f i r s t impulse. At l e a s t once every year he v i s i t e d the 
S i s t e r s , considered t h e i r r u l e s , sometimes spoke to each 
s e p a r a t e l y , weighed d i f f i c u l t c a s e s , and r e c e i v e d i n t o the 
Community those who had been e l e c t e d . . . " 

(3) SISTER SARAH 
On January 5th 1858 Miss Sarah Watkins entered the Community. 
The e a r l i e s t r e g i s t e r o f S i s t e r s g i v e s her date o f e n t r y as 
January 5th 185^, but other evidence p o i n t s to t h i s as a 
mistake. The e a r l i e s t r e g i s t e r was perhaps compiled e i t h e r : 
from an e a r l i e r document which contained the names of those 
S i s t e r s who seceded to the Roman Church or who only remained 
S i s t e r s f o r a s h o r t time: or i t was compiled some v e r y 
c o n s i d e r a b l e time a f t e r the Community had been e s t a b l i s h e d 
and only incomplete d e t a i l s about the S i s t e r s were a v a i l a b l e . 
There are s e v e r a l d i s c r e p a n t dates i n the r o l l of S i s t e r s , f o r 
t h e s e e a r l y y e a r s , but those whose names a r e recorded a l l , w i t ! 
very few exceptions, spent the remainder of t h e i r l i v e s i n the 
Community. 

There remains a sermon of the Founder's preached by him 
on the o c c a s i o n of S i s t e r Sarah's acceptance f o r t r a i n i n g . 
The date on which t h i s sermon was preached was January 5th, 
1858. In the sermon the V i c a r took s t o c k of the p r e s e n t s t a t e 
of the S i s t e r h o o d , and b r i e f l y reviewed the d i f f i c u l t i e s of 
the past y e a r s and the s u c c e s s which had been granted. He saw 
the Hand of God i n a l l t h a t had occurred, and h i s words form 
a f i t t i n g c o n c l u s i o n to the ten y e a r s o f S i s t e r h o o d l i f e which 
have formed the c e n t r a l theme of t h i s study. I t should be , 
noted, however, t h a t the Founder regarded the date of the 
opening of the f i r s t S t . Mary's Home as t h e date o f t h e 
Foundation of the S o c i e t y . 
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"On an o c c a s i o n l i k e the present when we meet together to 
add, i f i t p l e a s e GOD, another to our l i t t l e band of f e l l o w , 
workers, i t seems n a t u r a l to pause f o r a few minutes t h a t we 
may review the past and take counsel f o r the f u t u r e . 

We have now, by the mercy of GOD, a l l but completed the eighth 
year of our e x i s t e n c e as a S o c i e t y . The h i s t o r y of our 
f o r t u n e s and t r i a l s , the hopes and f e a r s , the d i f f i c u l t i e s and 
the marvellous r e l i e f s , t he encouragements and mercies, o f 
t h a t octave of y e a r s , would indeed take long to t e l l . When 
I look back to our s m a l l beginning, when I t h i n k of the 
f e a r f u l shock, which i n i t s tender growth our S o c i e t y 
r e c e i v e d , when I c o n s i d e r the j u s t s u s p i c i o n which then 
l i g h t e d upon us, t h e d i f f i c u l t y , nay, as i t seemed, the almost 
i m p o s s i b i l i t y of supporting even the t h r e e or four Penitents 
and the t h r e e S i s t e r s engaged i n t h e i r education, our 
f r u i t l e s s endeavours to f i n d anyone to whom we co u l d f i t l y 
c o n f i d e the Charge of the household, and our t o t a l inexperience 
i n t h i s k i nd of work, I do indeed b l e s s GOD f o r the 
bounteousness w i t h which He has heard our p r a y e r and s u p p l i e d 
us w i t h e x a c t l y the help we needed and granted us to much 
absolute s u c c e s s . E s p e c i a l l y my S i s t e r s , I would thank Him 
f o r t h i s , t h a t w h i l e He has given us what we needed He has 
never given us more. I n His great l o v e and boundless wisdom 
He has thought f i t h i t h e r t o even so t o d e a l w i t h us, t h a t we 
have ever had a l i t t l e a n x i e t y and our way, humanly speaking, 
has been even somewhat hidden from us . " 

The Founder goes on to look forward. He c o n s i d e r s the 
d e s i r a b i l i t y o f completing the next two p o r t i o n s of the 
b u i l d i n g , and i n g l a n c i n g at the u n f i n i s h e d s t a t e of t h i n g s , 
even g i v e s us a glimpse of what the garden was l i k e at the 
t ime I 

"Take f o r i n s t a n c e t h i s house on which we d w e l l , we should 
n a t u r a l l y wish to see i t a l t o g e t h e r complete; We long to have 
our s e r v i c e s i n a b u i l d i n g more f i t f o r holy purposes than 
t h i s i n which we a r e ; our n a t u r a l f a s t i d i o u s n e s s and good t a s t e 
a r e somewhat shocked at the roughness of our entrance, our 
i m p e r f e c t l y c u l t i v a t e d and p l a n t e d ground, our rough 
unfurnished w a l l s . 
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An i n f i r m a r y s e p a r a t e from the main w a l l s seems an absolute 
n e c e s s i t y where so many are met together, we f e a r l e s t f e v e r 
or some i n f e c t i o u s d i s o r d e r should break out among u s . " He 
then r e f e r s o b l i q u e l y to t h e r a p i d growth of other S i s t e r ­
hoods: "Perhaps we f e e l t h i s r e g r e t a l i t t l e more keenly 
when we hear t h a t o t h e r s a r e enabled s u c c e s s f u l l y to c a r r y 
out that wherein we o u r s e l v e s are l a c k i n g . " 

The Founder glances at the p r e c a r i o u s n e s s of the whole 
venture and shows how l i t t l e o f the s t r u c t u r e needed t o be 
knocked away f o r the whole e d i f i c e to c o l l a p s e , even now: 
"... when we c o n s i d e r the l i s t of those who engage to a s s i s t 
our work by t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s , we f i n d i t f a r below the 
needful expenditure of each year, and we a r e l e f t to t r u s t to 
g e n e r a l , and as i t would seem, chance sympathy, which w h i l e 
indeed i t has never f a i l e d t o prove s u f f i c i e n t f o r our needs, 
yet l e a v e s us s t i l l i n some degree anxious and i n suspense. 
And so above a l l , w i t h the fellow-workers i n t h i s l i t t l e 
household, no one who understands such work and c o n s i d e r s 
the other c a l l s which n a t u r a l l y p r e s s upon a house l i k e 
t h i s , but must see how very inadequate our s m a l l number of 
S i s t e r s has ever been and even now i s , t o g i v e any r e a l 
s e c u r i t y , t h a t we might not, at any time whatever, break down 
and come to an end. An i l l n e s s , a c l e a r c a l l of GOD to some 
other l i n e o f duty, a f a i l u r e i n e a r n e s t perseverance, or 
weakness i n f a i t h and l o v e on the p a r t of any would, so f a r as 
human f o r e s i g h t can d i s c e r n , cause i n e v i t a b l e r u i n . A few more 
S i s t e r s would remove t h i s a n x i e t y , but as yet those few a r e no1 
found, and yet throughout the b a r r e l o f meal and the c r u s e of 
o i l have never f a i l e d u s . " 

The Founder goes on to draw out the l e s s o n s t o be l e a r n t by 
looking at the seeming f a i l u r e of Jesus* own l i f e . He takes 
he a r t from s m a l l beginnings: "You w i l l f i n d even the same 
s t o r y of s m a l l beginnings, w i t h v e r y s l i g h t i n d i c a t i o n s of 
support, and y e t s u f f i c i e n t f o r the f a i t h f u l h e a r t to f e e l 
t h a t the s t i l l s m a l l v o i c e was i n the s m a l l i n d i c a t i o n s . . . " 

He then r e f e r s to t h e g r e a t e r sureness and s t r e n g t h which 

comes from slow and steady growth, a v i s i o n which he r e t a i n e d 
f o r the Community a l l h i s l i f e : "Then again, i s t h i s great 
advantage i n a l l such beginnings t h a t t h a t work becomes 
s o l i d and steady, and t h a t what you do i s at l e a s t s u r e . And 



t h i s above a l l , as i t seems t o me, i s what i n a generation 
l i k e the present we e s p e c i a l l y r e q u i r e . We cannot b l i n d 
our eyes to i t , dear S i s t e r s , t h a t a mighty work i s doing 
w i t h i n t h i s our Mother, the Church o f England." The Founder 
looks w i t h wonder and g r a t i t u d e at the r i s e o f the r e l i g i o u s 
l i f e f o r women i n England: "The whole i d e a o f r e l i g i o u s houses 
where women should devote themselves i n common labour and 
common love and sympathy to the s e r v i c e of GOD, i s something 
a l t o g e t h e r new and s t a r t l i n g . Twenty y e a r s s i n c e , and not the 
s m a l l e s t whisper o f such a p r o j e c t had reached our e a r s . 
Doubtless i n d i v i d u a l s o u l s here and t h e r e had f e l t the 
longing f o r singleminded union w i t h the Lord J e s u s , but the 
i d e a would have been scouted as Popish and un - E n g l i s h ; and 
l i t t l e by l i t t l e deeper d o c t r i n e , t r u e r p e r c e p t i o n of the 
o l d paths, more e a r n e s t contemplation o f the l i f e of Jesus , 
deeper yearnings f o r s p i r i t u a l t h i n g s , grew up among us, t h e 
i d e a was not only f r e e l y mentioned but a c t u a l l y reduced t o 
p r a c t i c e , and now we f i n d i n s e v e r a l p a r t s of the country 
Sisterhoods of holy women, as ea r n e s t and t r u e , as devoted 
and i n t e n s e l y l o v i n g , as i n the ver y b e s t days o f o l d . " 

The Founder warns the S i s t e r s t h a t the n o v e l t y and seeming 
romance, the d e s i r e f o r q u i e t , f o r s e c u r i t y of maintenance 
and other l i k e motives are drawing people to seek to under­
take the r e l i g i o u s l i f e . But such motives w i l l i n e v i t a b l y 
l e a d to f a i l u r e . The l i f e cannot be l i v e d on t h a t l e v e l . The 
o b j e c t s to be sought are the love and s e r v i c e of Jesus C h r i s t . 
The Founder p r i n t s out the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h e S i s t e r s have botfc 
to t h e Community and to the Church. I f they l i v e by the wrong 
motives they w i l l f a l l , and t h e i r f a l l w i l l " i n no s m a l l 
degree d i s o r d e r and shake the whole." He ends by prophesying 
t h a t i f the S i s t e r s t r u l y c l e a v e to the Lord, He w i l l , i n His 
own good time, ' p e r f e c t l y s t a b l i s h , strengthen and s e t t l e 
them'. "He s h a l l g i v e {you} the c o n s o l a t i o n o f a manifold 
b l e s s i n g , yea the Lord s h a l l i n c r e a s e you more and more you 
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and your c h i l d r e n . " This confidence t h a t the Lord would g i v e 
the i n c r e a s e never l e f t the Founder and he l i v e d t o see h i s 
prophecy abundantly f u l f i l l e d and to r e c e i v e a manifold reward 
f o r h i s f a i t h . 



More than a century a f t e r the foregoing address was given, 
we may, i n c o n c l u s i o n , look back and p i n - p o i n t some o f the 
p r i n c i p l e s by which W i l l i a m B u t l e r l i v e d and by which he 
guided the Community; and a l s o v e r y b r i e f l y survey the 
h i s t o r y of the f u l f i l m e n t of h i s hopes. 

P r i m a r i l y W i l l i a m B u t l e r taught the S i s t e r s t o hold f a s t t o , 
and to p e r s e v e r e and grow i n the l i f e o f p r a y e r . C e r t a i n l y 
he r e q u i r e d that they should make due allowance f o r the 
demands of c h a r i t y and f o r the e x i g e n c i e s of the work which 
God c a l l e d upon them to engage i n alongside t h e i r l i f e of 
p r a y e r . But he taught them t h a t they should s t r i v e to be 
uncompromisingly f a i t h f u l i n t h e i r l i f e o f p r a y e r because 
i t ought to become the fount from whence t h e i r work flowed, 
and by which i t s q u a l i t y was determined. Only by an unremitting 
l i f e of prayer c o u l d t h e i r work become permeated by t h a t l o v e 
from God which gave i t i t s v a l u e and e f f e c t i v e n e s s . The 
Founder taught the S i s t e r s to make use of a l l means by which 
t h e i r work might be made more e f f e c t i v e , more p e r f e c t , but he 
d i d not allow them to use t h e s e means i n order to seek ease 
f o r themselves, and he never t o l e r a t e d s l a c k n e s s e i t h e r i n 
observances of p r a y e r , or i n work. He was content to w a i t 
u n t i l he had reasonably s u f f i c i e n t r e s o u r c e s before he would 
permit the undertaking of anything new. But he had f a i t h 
enough and he was r e a l i s t i c enough not t o attempt to w a i t 
u n t i l c o n d i t i o n s were as n e a r l y i d e a l as p o s s i b l e . He knew 
t h a t God would g i v e the i n c r e a s e to any work undertaken i n the 
b e l i e f t h a t He was c a l l i n g f o r i t to be done, and t h a t nothing 
would be accomplished i f ventures were not made i n f a i t h and 
t r u s t . The<: Founder would not, i f he could help i t , w i l l i n g l y 
allow resources to be so s t r a i n e d t h a t t h e r e was a danger of 
s a c r i f i c i n g thoroughness and q u a l i t y to q u a n t i t y and h a s t e . 
S e n s i t i v e man though he was, the Founder would never 
s a c r i f i c e the t r u t h as he saw i t to the allurements and demand! 
of p u b l i c opinion d r e s s e d as an angel of l i g h t ; he would rathez 
bear opprobrium and misunderstanding. F i n a l l y t he Founder 
showed by h i s example how a l i f e l i v e d by the Gospel precepts 
and open to t h e guidance of God, would be abundantly b l e s s e d 
w i t h t h e s t r e n g t h n e c e s s a r y f o r the accomplishment of a l l the 
demands made upon i t by God. 

The Century which has passed has seen the Community grow i n 
numbers and i n i t i a t e new works, or accept and f u r t h e r 



develop works a l r e a d y i n p r o g r e s s . I n v i t a t i o n s to 'come over 
and help u s ' occasioned the expansion abroad and the 
establishment of p r o v i n c i a l houses i n I n d i a and South 
A f r i c a . Old works have been r e l i n q u i s h e d as t h e i r u s e f u l n e s s 
has seemed to come to an end, and other, d i f f e r e n t and 
apparently more r e l e v a n t works have been taken up. Through i t 
a l l has continued the l i f e of p r a y e r so f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d 
from the very beginning of the Community's l i f e . A l l t h i s 
has happened u n t i l t he p r e s e n t time when retrenchment and 
r e a p p r a i s a l have become necessary, and l i k e many Anglican 
Communities the Community of S t . Mary the V i r g i n i s 
seeking to d i s c o v e r what new ventures God i s c a l l i n g upon 
i t to undertake. The Community i s l e a r n i n g a l e s s o n from the 
d i r e c t i v e s of V a t i c a n I I to Roman C a t h o l i c R e l i g i o u s 
Orders. I t i s seeking t o absorb the s p i r i t o f i t s Founder 
by studying h i s message, by s i f t i n g from i t the elements 
which are e t e r n a l l y r e l e v a n t , and combining them w i t h new 
i n s i g h t s , i t seeks a l s o to renew i t s vigour and recapture 
the f r e s h n e s s of i t s f i r s t l o v e w h i l e t r a v e l l i n g i n whatever 
new d i r e c t i o n s God may appoint. 
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NOTES ; CHAPTER IV 

1. Though i t must be s a i d , i n f a i r n e s s to Miss Hayes, 
t h a t we have no record of her f e e l i n g s or of what 
prompted her to behave as she d i d . 

2. P.J. Sunday Jan.13 1856. 
3. P.J. Feb.17. 
4. c f P.J. 
5. Bodleian. MS W i l b e r f o r c e d.33 p.53. 
6. Miss Lampet's 'Reminiscences*. 
7. P.J. A p r i l 3. 
8. ' Remini s c e n c e s ' . 
9. P.J. S a t . A p r i l 12. 
10. I b i d . 
11. P.J. June 19. 
12. P .J. 
13. P.J. June 21. 
14. P.J. 
15. P.J. 
16. F u r t h e r r e s e a r c h may f u r n i s h more information. 
17. P.J. June 28. 
18. c f P.H. Pa. 71146. 
19. I b i d . 
20. P.H. Pa. 71146. 
21. P . J . 
22. I am indebted f o r much o f the m a t e r i a l i n the foregoing 

paragraph to a document compiled comparatively r e c e n t l y 
by two members o f the Community, re c o r d i n g t h e i r 
f i n d i n g s , on r e s e a r c h i n t o t he s u b j e c t o f the develop­
ment of the Convent b u i l d i n g s . They too were hampered 
by l a c k of r e c o r d s . C.S.M.V. U.P. 

23. MS C.S.M.V. U.P. 
24. 'Story o f A D i v e r t e d Hope' p.13. 
25. P.J. 
26. P.H. Pa. 71146. 
27. I b i d . 
28. I b i d . 
29. P.J. 
30. P .J. 
31. Quoted i n 'History of Foundation'; source not known -

p o s s i b l y a l e t t e r to S i s t e r H a r r i e t . 
32. Rules p r e s e r v e d among Community Papers. 
33. P.J. 
34. P.H. Pa. 71146. 
35. c f I b i d . 
36. Bodleian MS Wilb e r f o r c e d.33 pp 64-5 J u l y 14. 
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37. P.J. 
38. P.J. 
39. P . J . Passimf. 
40. c f I b i d . 
41. P.J. Sept.26. 
42. P.J. 
43. P . J . 
44. P .J. 
45. P.J. J u l y 4. 
46. c f P.J . Oct.16, Nov.16, Nov.21, Nov.22. 
48. P.J. Sept.14. 
49. c f George Longridge C.R. " S i s t e r Bessy : A. Memoir". 
50. John Hurt "Education I n E v o l u t i o n " p.86. 
51. c f P.J. Oct.3. 1859. 
52. P .J. Summary f o r 1858. 
53. P.J. May 5. 1858. 
54. P .J. J u l y 10. 
55. P .J. Aug.9. 
56. P.J. Summary f o r 1858. 
57. For the " L i f e " - R.G. Wi l b e r f o r c e V o l . I I I p.334. 
58. M.S. C.S.M.V. c f a l s o "L & L". 

* I t i s of i n t e r e s t t h a t Roman c o i n s were found on the s i t e 
when the Home was b u i l t . Limborough was probably a 
Roman permanent camp. Coins are o c c a s i o n a l l y found 
even today. 

•f It Seems Ufcxl̂  tk«.fc MVVJ M«t)«t jointd Mis» L»c*U*rt and became tfcr 

S&fec M*rg Igrtcctiui Mayes voko Uter fou««»«f aw Ovdu ftne^n ftf 

" fr*r>ci*tft*i M i C f i » n a r ^ Siifatt o f tfec l m m « e u U b Conception " 
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