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Pl ORIGIN AND PLANNING OF THE MILLPAWL KOMD Vil NEWGSTLE

L0 CARLESLE - i SULMARY

William Laweon

The state of the roads, aade éven nore foul by the weather, had been
largely responglble for Wade's railufe to inbercept the Juvoblie rebels a
Coprligle in 1745%. o diagﬁﬁragé.future incurglons comnunications betwwe:
east and west musb obvipusly'baximproved. & task beyond the rosources of
purely local efforte As the cunsaquehcé, therefor@,.ef a petition from
Norﬁhumberland and Gumbarland &ﬁ Aot ofv24 Geqrga 1T (1751) divected thab
a road "pPOprFfOP the ?aaséga af.Trmuﬁg and Gafriagaﬁ“'shauld be constru
between Newcaﬁtle and Carlisles AL least two émpies of the survey of th
area are extant and the Minutes of ihe 3urve§or~5@naral for 1749 roveal
that two military englneers, Dugel Gampbell and Hugh Debbelg, were the
surveyors; a report by Campbell, mentioned in the same Minuteg, hus not
been found,

On 4t§ Mareh, 1751, the éémmana referred the petition to a Coumittes
who heard evidence and endorsed the view that the exlstliug road could not
be repuired by the ususl course.  An Inltial grant of #3,000 towards the
cost of a new road was made and Sir Wne Middleton and cthers were instrue
to prepare snd bring in the required bill which received the royal assent
on #22nd Maye  The path 6f the new rosd was based upon the official surve
which shows it as a doited line usually coincldevital with the Roman Wall
for wore than twenty miles east from Neweastle. Responsibility, therefo
for utilizing B0 nueh of the Wall's remeing must rest lergely upon Cempbe

end upon the Northunberland Commlssioners whom the Act ewpowered to deter
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the road's course betueen ay@éifiéd points,

gesrch fopr ﬁh@ petition, whose contents can easily be detormined
from the Journals of the House of Commons, uncovered instesd accounts
subindtied to P&rliﬁmentvfr@m‘ea@ﬁ of the two countles, together with
coplos of apreements with contrsctors, and the winutes of seﬁeral
neotings of the Cumberland Commissionerse. At the Newcasile end the

prese reported work to have stuarted oo 8th July, L75L.



INTRODUCTION
) §

There caen be few of our highways that have more direct historiecal
associations than the Military Road. In the making of it many miles
of the already depleted Roman Wall had been raged to the foundations to
provide it with stone and in return it had proceeded to straddle, perhaps
forever, even the little of the Wali that this last depradation hed left.
Again, 1t was not only the product of a century which, ironicelly, hsd
seen our first serious attempts at road building since Roman times but
had even been‘apecifically laid in consequence of the last daring attempt
of the Jacobites to regain the throne in 1745. One sensed that there
must be much to unfold yet, apart from a few well-vorn facts, little
secemed te be known asbout the road. tade was usually thought to have
made it and the sccount of his failure to intercept Prince Charles
because the existing proad was so bad that it teok him nearly three days
to gst from Hewcastle to Hexham was even reported in quite elementary
history books.

Such perhaps was the general visy of the road's background bnt vhen
one began to seek further Anformation it was scon appreciated that
articles had been written on various aspects 9f the road and that
these only served to whet the curiosity. A chance visit to Culloden
settled the matter. The well-tended graves of the clansmen, many of
them bearing freshly laid flowers as silent tributes to long-dead forbears,
made 8 deep impression upon the writer and brought the whole episode
of the Rebellion with its lest desperate battle and the resulient road-

making into the sharpest focus. Professor Birley was consulted ss to
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the advisability of attempting a thesis on the subject of the road and
was immediately enthusiastic. A list of articles and references was
compiled and & line of approach suggested. Serious work could now
begin.

What had been uritten authoritatively about the road seemed to
centre round four main articlea, The first was entiiled "The
Military Road in Cumberland” by T.H. Hodgeon and had appeared in the
Cumberland and Westmorland Transactions of 1902, 1In the main, it
summarised the more relevant sections of an fict of 24 George 1I
entitled "5n ect for laying out, making and keeping in repair, & Road
proper for the Passage of Troops and carriﬁgas from the City of Carlisle
to the Touh of Newcastle upon Tyne." A copy of this Act was found in
the Library of Newcastle University and photographed for convenient.
reference btut since the same Library also contained the Journals of the
House of Commons it was & relatively simple and, as it proved, highly
revarding task to trace the origin and passage of the Bill (from whence
the act had emanated) in all its stages through the Comnons ® and on to
the Royal Assent. There was even an account of the évidence gliven to
a select committee by some of Wade's officers who had pa ticipated in
the ill-fated march to Hexham. The BAll had obviously been the
outcome of a petition to George II and though the content of the
petition was clear the next logical step was to find the document
end see whose signatures it bore. This has not proved poasible though

1. Though not through the Lords. Such reports of thelr
debates as were available were of no help.



II1
enguiries have been made in sll the likely places; but if the Petition
has not been found, other documents of lmnense value have come to light
as a result of the search. |

Meanuhile a feirly thorough perusel of the contemporary press -
particulariy the Newcastle Courant but frequently the Journsl and the
Generel Magagine also - was undertaken with a view to establishing an
upper time limit to copstruction. That the roed had been begun on
8th July, 1751, wae already known and it socon became apparent from
press notices that the road must have been completed in 1757 though
toll houses were still to be erected. The Ordnance Survey of 1865
gave the location of these and the' site of eech was visiteds A few
remained but mu.st had dissppeared and where possible details of
demolition were obtained from Local jsutherities or, when no record
remsined, from local people.

A seeond article had appeared in Archaeologia Asliana 1* in 1937
and wae entitlied "The Original Survey for the Hewecastle - Carlisle
Miiitary Road - ce1 746", ba Lieut.Col. G.R.B. Spain. This described
how in the previous year Mr. Guy Allgood of Hunwick had found an oak
bax containing & map 10 feet 6 inches long by 2 feet wide and entitled
“3i Survey of the Country between Hewcastle and Carlisie Representing
the several present Roads and the Truct which ie& proposed for ths lew
intended Road of Communication between these Towns ....". The box
hed been addressed to Mr. Allgood's ancestor, Lancelot, who hed
been sheriff of Northumberland in 1745 end later M.P. for the county

1. VGloXIV. 4th series.
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but the map wes unsigned and undated. Sir George Macdonaid]'. had
presuzed that such a map:must have existed and been the original from
which an engraving some 21 inches by 16 inches had been made by
Nathaniel Hill and found in the British Museum. Who could the
Surveyor be who had made the line of his proposed road co~ircidental
with over twenty miles of the Hall'and who must obviously share the
blame for its obliteration in the eastern sector ¥ The answer ceme
sooner than was expected. In response to an enquiry to the Public
Record Offics on the subject of the survey attention was drawn by
Mr. Penfold to two unindexed volumes of the minutes of the Surveyor-
Genersl for 1745-51 as possibly being of help. One of these proved
to be a veritable mine of informstion ylelding the names of,the
surveyors and the nature of their commissions, sven ihe‘amount of
the expenses claimed by them from time to time. One minute mentioned
a report by the surveyor but, deSpite‘wideepread enquiries, this has
not come to light. Once the names of the surveyors were known,
however, much valuable biographical information was gleaned from
the List of Officers of the Corps of Royal Engineers (1660-1898)
and even from the Dictionary of National Blography. Volumes I and II
of the official history of the Corpe were aleo most helpful.

The third article was really little more than a brief record
in Proceedings of the Society of Antiquéries of Newcastle-on-Tyne,
1923-24.2' of remarks msde by Mr. Parker Brewis on the subject
of a contribution by Wm. Brockie in June, 1889, to Newcastle

l. Arch. Aeliana, 4, X
2+ Vol.I, 4th scries, p.316.
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Fonthly Chronicle and entitled "Marshel Wade's Road®.  Brockie stated
that the road had besen constructed by soldiers under the command of
Wede which, of course, was demonstrably ludicrous alnce 'ade had been
dead over three years before work begen. Yot despite Mr. Brewis'
efforts, there was still a widespread tendercy to link Wade with the
rocd and it seemed that perhape the only way in which to nail the
lie would be to state catescorically who had undertoken the work -
if the answer could be found, This proved to be unexpcotedly simple
for a8 search at the House of Lords Reecord O0ffice for the Petition
uncovered instead the jccounts submitted to Perliament in respect of
the road, the ayreements with the comfractors (for both Horthumberiand
and Cumberland) and the Minutee of wany of the neetings of the
Cumberland Commissioners! Plans for some of the bridges were also
included.

The fourth erticle, again &n the Proceedinys of the [ewoastle
Society,l' was entitled "The Last Days of the 014 Roman tfall st
Rudchester® by H. L. Honeyman arnd reproduced foar extracts fram the
Denton Estate letter books, <They cover such matters as the progress
of the road, decisions to continue it on top of the Hall, and
compensation for loss of ground, leaving nv doubt that those most
immediately concerned with the project consulted only their own
interests or those of their employerr. In addition to erticles
such as the fowr mentioned there were many references t0 be sifted in

the c¢orrespondence of gvch people &s pr. m. Stukeley, nurerous

1. &, vI, 1933-30.
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notices extending over several years in the contemporery press to
be considered, and many 'leads' in the accounts and agreements to be
followed up. Nuch of this work has been, or is being, attempted but
it became apparent some time ago that a very considerable body of
information on the subject of the Military Road existed and would
require long and patient investigation. Accordingly, after due
consultation with Professor Birley, it was decided that research
should take the form of two studies, the first to be concernsd with
the origin and planning of the road and to be sulmitted as a thesgis
for the degree of Master of Arts, the second to be a systematic
account of the actual comstruction of the road and to ke submitted
at a later dete in respect of the degree of iMaster of Letters.

The present study takes the form of a continuous narrative, of
which an outline is given below. Nain sources are shown in brackets
after each persgraph, original material being underlined. A suamary
of the thesis has been submitted for consideration to the editor of
Archaeologia jeliana.

The 1745 Rebellion = preparations in lewcastle to resist attack -

concentration of Wade's forces = advance of insurgents on Carlisle

- capture of city - Wade's mareh to Hexham = great difficulties due

to weather and roads. (Brand's "History of lewcastle", contemporar

press. "History of 1745 Rebellion® by Andrew Henderson (published 1748),

nepottish iighlands, (lans and Reygiments®, Vol.I, edit. Reltie).

Potition for a bill to enable a road for the passaze of troops and

carriages to be made from [Hewcastle to Carlisle = question of the

originator - Lancelot Allgood, M.?., and General Wade = petition with
letter from Duke of Newcustle to be laid before Surveyor-General -

Order to Dugel Campbell, Sub-Director of Engineers to carry out survey

from Newcastle to Oarlisle - [Hugh Debbeig to assist him.

(Vol.26 Journals of House of Commons, Minutes of Surveyor-Genersl
for 1749, Gregory, “Story of the Road"; uelford, "Men of Kark", I;

Brewis, p.316, "Proceedings of Soc. of Antiguaries of Newcastle®,
4, Vol.l.),
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Blographical notes on Campbell and Debbelg = Corps of Royal Ingineere =
grades of its officers = their gifficulties - award of lMilitary rank =
Jatson and hoy's survey in Scotland = Caupbell and Debbeig claim their
expensce = Surveyor-General orders Campbell's survey, report and
estimate to be passed to Duke of liswcastle to lay bofore Sovereign -
report cannot be traced.

{Porter's "History of the Goi’ps of Royal Engireers", Vol.I,
"William Roy and his military antigquities ..." by Sir Geo.

Macdonald, Kinutes of Surveyor General for 1749; List of Officers
of Corps of R. [ng. (1660=-1898); Dict. of Hat. Biog.)

"A Survey of the Country betueen Hewcastle and Cerlisle ..." =

tvo copies extant - deseription of ssme - line of the pronosed

road over that of much of Roman Wall = whose decision and what
wotive ? = route to Carlisle from Newcastle before the Iilitary

Road - alternative routes Campbell might have used - John Warburton's

claims and deliberate piracy - what remained of the Wall im the
Eastern sector before the road was made.

(Arch. A=liana 4, XIV, 1937, Col. Spain's article; 1Ibid 4.X.1933

Sir George Macdonald on John Horsley; Warburton's “Vellum Romanum®;
Archit. and Archael. Soe. of Durham and [Jorthunberland" &8ir John
Clerk's wisit to the North of Bngland in 1724° by Prof. E. Birley;
Horsley's "Britennis Romana“; Stukeley's Disry, Surtees Svelety,

80, vel.III} "Loot days of the 0ld Roman Wall at Rudchester®, Honeyman;
Pros of Soc. of Ant., Newecastle, 4, VI.)

The petition presented to the House = considered by a select committee =
their findings = evidence from three of Wade's officers and a Mr. Sgyer =
grant by Committee of Supply - Bill to be brought in - Bill to Act -
summary of Act - Turnpike escts in 18th century.

(Vol.26 Journals of Houseof Commomns, Trevelyan's Sociel History)
Gregory's "Story of the Road"; Hartonen's ¥Story of the Reads®™;
"ilitary Read in Cumberland®, Hodgson, Cumbe. and fjesty Trans.li.S.1l.)

Tenders for making road sought - contracts with the 'undertakers' -
work begins.

{ Contemporary press. Accounts submitted to Parlisment}.
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"JHEREAS the making and keeping & free and open communication between
the City of (arlisle and the Town of Hewcastle upon Tyne, by a road
proper for the paasage of Troops, Horses and Carriages at all times
of the year would be of great Use and Service to the Publick; and it
hath been found by Experience, that the want of such Road, Passage,
and Communication hath been attended with great Inconvenience and
Danger to this Kingdom eseeees” .

S0 begins the preamble of an Act ofy 1751 jtzﬂ-George II) enjoining
the construction of that highway between Newcastle and Carlisle come
monly known as the Military Roade  The danger referred to was, of
course, the Jacobite Rising of 1745=6 which though attended with but .
little of the success which its sponsors had hoped for on the knglieh
side of the Border had, none the less, impcrilled the realm to some
degree and caused considerable apprehension in many guarters. The
general outline of the rising is too famillar to need repetition and
in any event it is only with happenings in Northumberland &nd Cumber—
land thst we are immediately concerned for it was these that focueed
attention on the érave lack of communications, particularly in virter,.
betwsen the Last and West sides of the kingdom at its narrowest width.
Indeed had roadways even moderastely worthy of the title exiasted then
the course of the '45 might have been very different and probably much
shorteneds We may therefore pick up the story in September, 1745,
draving upon three main sources, the first being the relevant issues,
where available, of Hewcastle Courzotl supplemented by references
given in John Brand's "History of [uwcastle upon Tyne®, Volume II
(printed 1789)s Brand mekes extensive use of Newcastle Courant and

it hss been necessary to cuote certain of his references because of

the dilapidated condition cf some of the only copies of this newspaper
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readily aveilable. Where this has been done acknovledgement is made.
Were our present object to give a fully detailed account of the situs=
tion at this time, however, then the contemporary issues of the
Newecastle Journal would probably be found more informative. The
second of our three sources is a "History of the 1745 Rebellion" by
Andrew Henderson published in 1748, and the third "ccottish Highlande,
Clans snd Regiments", Volume I, edited by'John €. Keltie, F.S.A.Scot,
and published in 1875« 1In general, the detd ls of Newcastle's
preparations to resist attack and the accunulation of ‘ade's forces
have come froa the first of these sources, Wade's march to Hexham
from the second, and Prince Charles' sdvance into Cumberland and the
siege of Carlisle from the thirde /According to the first the New
castle Militia mounted guerd on Friday, 20th September.* Tnis
. followed a declaration of loyalty to King George dated 15th September
and signed by 813 volunteers who pledged themselves either to appear
in person or to provide an able mar to act in concert with his majesty's
forces. Cn the morning of Sunday, 22nd, however, news of Cope's
defeat a2t Preston on the previous day caused no little consternation,
some of the wealthier inhabitants even fleelng the town. On Wednesday,
25th, part of the Korthumberlend Militia arrived, comprising about 400
horye and 200 foot "well armed and headed by many fine gentlemen®, 2
These were followed ten days later on October Sth by 6G0 Dutch troops
of General de la Roque's regiment lately landed at Bervwick, >° At the

l. Brand, ".525.

2. HNewcastle Courant 25th Scpt. Brand.
3. 1Ibid, 12th Oct. :
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seme time the training of volunteers was going on apace as vas the
repairing of the Walls and the mounting upon them of gome 200 cannon.?°
On saturdéy, #oth, arrived 2 Barrell's, wolfe's, Flemlng's and Monroe's
Regimenis of foud and on Vondy , 23th, ocawe the Commander in Chief,
Field WMurshsl Wade, who for the past week had boen on the march from
Doncapter with units of British and Duteh infantry. These appesr to
have arrived the following day and comprised Pulteney's, Chomondely's
and Blakeney's regiments of bnglish fool, ond Holstein's, Goltorp's,
patot's 3 and three reglments of Hlzzell's, ell Eutgh and uncer the
command of ﬁrince Maurice of Neessu, the whole totalling aboub 9,000
and enca:ping on the woor. On Thursday, 3lst, a traln of artillery
arpived epgorted by Baﬁtaroy's regiment, and followed the next day by
the Royul Scots under General Sinolaire. "o bear', contlnues the
reporﬁ, "there is fifty thoussnd weight of biscult ordered for the
army, which conalets of about 15,000 effec‘tive men in high apirits see”
This was surely & strony enough foree to protect the route through
Hewcastle and the surrounding mining area (the luportance of which
to tﬁa capital was not to be overlvoked) from a rebel force whose
strangbh al thls time peobably did nob exceed 4,500. In fact there
can be Little doubt that go formidable sn obstacle as Newoastle
persuaded Charles to enber Lhe country by the west nrlde though, by
the gkillful splitting of nis forees {"Seottish iHighlands, Clons

and Reglmentg® 4’7 and thelr despatch alopg different routes, he ves

1. Hewcastle Courant, Oct.l9the Brand.

e Ibid’ Hove &nde Brand.

Do Newcastle Jouppals Nov.2nd, 1745, adde other units
and puts total of trcope now in district at 20,000,

do P’oﬁg?o
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able to dotelve Wade as to his real intentions.  After lesving Kelso
on éth.vﬁ0v¢mb@r; Charles hiwnself, with one division, arriveé near
Carlis}é on the Gthe. by way of’Sedburgh.ahd Liddlesdale and guartered
his men in the villages on the West side of the city. . He had taken
the more easterly approsch while a detschment from his colusn had
advanced centrally by Hawiek’anﬂ Langhbim and his life-guards had
been sent soross the Tweed In the direction of Newcastle to further -
bunupe the Royalists; orders were even sént to Wooler to provide
quarters fur his army. The other main division, under command of
the Harquis of Tullibardine, teking a westerly route snd bringing with
it the srilllery and the baggage, approsched through Moffat and
Anpandale and actually rendezvoused witﬁ.ﬁh&rlas within hours of his
arrival in the Cariisle area, -

Next day, the whole of his army having crossed the Fden, Cherles
invested the clty on all sides, the defanders lgnoring his command
that the gatea should be openeds Rews now came that Nadakééé-advancing
to the relief of the aity and had alresdy arrived at Hexhem. Chorles
socordingly left encugh men under the Duke of ?arth‘ta continue the
blockade and with the rest of his foroes proceeded to warwick on the
morning of the llth. with the intention of meeting Wede on somé of the
high ground between Hewcastle and Curlisle. A party of horse went
ahead (o reconpoitre snd the naln army encemped on Brampton Hoor,

News of Wade's movements proved felse and sfter walting tuo daye at

Brompton a council of wer was held when Lord George Murrsy's propossl
wae accepted that part of the foree should besiege and blockade

- : o o ‘
1, Soot, iigh,, Clans snd Kegse Volole po 587.“
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Carlisle while the other should remain at Brampione It was further
declded that Lord George should command the blockade and the Duke of
Perth take charge of the battery. Men were now posted in the villages
all round the eity to seal off communication with the outside world
while the besieglng party completed their battery and brooght up their
artillery of thifteen pieces.  Within the eity #ll was far from wellj
not only hué the inhabitants enjoyed Little sleep for sore days past
but many, through illness, refused to assist in the delwnce any louger
while others slipped geeretly over the walls.  Jlow, further alarmed
by the preparations of the Highlenders, the inhabltants held a meeting
and decided to surrender the town.  Charles' reply to their recuest
for terms was that noce cculﬁ‘be geanted unless the Castle also purrend-
ered and t0 this its comnmander, Colonel Durand, sgresd. The espitulation
wag signed on tha night of the l4th by Durand and the Duke of Perth and
next day the rebels erntered the eity. Lo Its defenders vere allowed to
retire upon promising rot to serve againgt the Houre of Stuart for one
yeare 8o fell one of the strongest eltles In bmgland at a cost to the
rebels of one killed and one wounded!

We must pow turn ouyr atteutién to Wade.'encamped on the Toun
Commons It is inconceivable thot he had not lesrned of the Highlsnders!
arrival in ingland but he made no move until appraisced of the march to
Brampton and the possibility of its continusnce tgﬂéwcaatle.» Henderson

takes up the story and on page J7 says:-

1o Scot, Highy Clans and Regse VYolol, pedBY.
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“Wade being assured of thelr Rout, prepared to intercept then; but
‘the Rigour of the Season, thelr late forced Marches, snd o Kind of
Flux smong the Troops, retarded his Operations till the 16th, that
he put his Army in Motlon for the Helief of Carlisle, now in the
Hands of the Bremy. Hls design was to decamp at Doy-break; but
to the Prejudice of the Expedition, by moving from the left, the
Swift Troops had the van, and they would not stir till 10 o'clock.
The weather now excesaively cold, the snow lying three feel deep
upon the Ground, and 8 hard Frost, were Diificuliies the Army must
encounter, ® ‘ : .
Henderson's book was firet published in Ldinburgh but the second edition,
from which this extract is tesken, was produced in London whers the suthor
had gone as a teacher of Mathematicé. His facts, he claiws, have been
most carefully checked and independently revised and‘though we may think
a depth of three feel of anow to be gomething of an exaggeration yet
none the less Vol.I of “heottish Highlands, Clans and Repiments" {page
_ 1%,
592) also refers to "a deep snow which had just fallen"s  Some years
later, as we shall consider in due course, Officers of Wade's army in
giving evidence before a Parliasmentary Committee on the state of the
Heweaatle-Carlisle road, made no mention whatever of snow. It must
be borne in mind however that thelr testimony hud referénce only to the
poorness of the road and not to the climatic conditions prevailing on
the occaslon of the Marche Henderson goes on to report that the Infant-
ry with Major Generals Howard and Oglethorpe and Brigadiers Cholmondely
and Mordaunt at thelr head arrived st QOvington at night. Other sources
pay "Ovingham" but perhaps the proximity of the two places is sufficiently
cloge as Lo make lititle difference to the account. Consternation was
now felt however for the last column, mmﬁy of whom seemed likely'to

succomb to fatizue upon roads "terribly broken and full of ice" so that

countrymen were sent out with lights and carts to bring them up, a

1. 8ee aleo "A History of the Present Rebellion" by John Marehant
(published 1746), pel7le Apparently quoting letters from corres=
pondents to certain sections of the prese he mentions the departure
of Wade at 10 o'clock with about 16000 men. ‘
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process that wéht on till nine the following morning when the march was
continued towards Hexhame  The fﬁrst troops reached this town about
four in the afternoon, the rear at midnight when, says Henderson, they
tould pﬁ@ceed no further because of the snow. They encamped on the
south slde of the conflux of the two {ynes and were provided with straw
by thé tounafolk who also kindled large fires sll over the ground as a
protection against the unusually severe cold. Here Wade remained for
three day$ hoping for a thaw bu£ when the road to Oarlisle éontinued to
be impassable he returned to Newcasile, which he reached on Nov.gznd.l.
His army, continues Henderson, was sleo spent with fatigue although
they had covered only thirty-two miles in six days.  Something over
forty would be more correct. Wade has often been censured for the way
lin~which he handled matters and 1t is easy to say that had he advanced,
however sl&wiy, Charles would hardly have dared to move south of Carlisle
and yisk having his retreat blocked. Whatever the rights and wrongs in
the matber we have sbundant testimony as to the foul state of the road
and the seVefity of the weather.  Add to this the fact that on é Survey
of the area betyeen Carlisle and Newcastle, made in 1749, the ioute from
Hexham to Haydon Bridge is marked, somewhat ominously, "Summer Road",
and we see tho sort of plight in which Wade found himself., ‘The
important question now is really whether the leasson of the '45 would
be learned, and whether communications between east and west would
be improved to such a degree as to preelude the likelihood of'any
future 1nvasion from the nbr%h. Thelanswer is & very definite
affirmati;le and though wehave not got the full story of the ateps

1. Marchant alm mentions the impassability of the roads through the
great quantity of snow that had fd len.

Hewoastle Journal (23rd Nov.) says "...The (eneral hearing at Hexhs
that they had marched Southwards, ordered the army back to this tow
from whence they are 1o maprch directly in pursuit of the rebela.®
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taken soon aflor the Rebullion to meke the concept of the Military Hoad
a rﬁﬂiity weé have endugh 10 be able to plece together a connected napra-
tive. The need for u Well-constructed highway hed been clearly demor
strated and in all likelihood was a widely discussed topic in the years
inmediately succeeding the '45, but who initisted the projeet cannot yet
be determlined with certainty. There are indications; however, though
John Warburton's clalm in the introduction to his book "Vallum Romanum"
to have pul forverd such a plen o8 early as 1710 we shall simply lgnore
by reason of his demongirable utibrustyorthiness @lsewh&r@.l'

An entry dated 4th April in the Minutes of the furveyor Ceneral 2.
for 1749 orders that a letter of 3lst March from His Grace the Duke of
Newcastle, st thls Lime Secretary éf gtate for the North, together with
a petition from the Nobllity and Qentry, desiring a road to be made from
Newoastle to Carlisle is to be referred to the Burveyor-General (Thomaa
Lascelles) hiwself. The Petition has sv fur eluded discovery but ite
general form is perfectly clear from a passege dated 4th Mareh, 1790/1,
Cin "Journals of the House of Commons® {Vol.ob, 1750-54). The passage
is headed - ag indedd are all entries concerning the Military Road «
tCurlicle Road® and will of course be more fully considered in the
proper ehronelogical order of events, For the present we need only
note that it was presented on behalf of the "Hobillty, Gentry, Clergy,
FPrecholders and Inhabitants of the Counties of Cumberland and Norithunbere
land”, and statedi=

“Phat the City of Carlisles, in the County of Cumberland, and the
Town of Newcastle upon Tyne, in the County of Northumberland, are
1. 3See srticle by B8ir George Macdonuld, A,A.4th gerles, vol.l,
tJohn Horsley, feholur and Gentlemen® for estimate of Harbukon.
2. Two unindexed volumes of the Hinutes of the Surveyor~fencral for

1749-51 were examined st the suggestion of Mr.Penfold of the
Publie Hecord Office.
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sltuate on the Tuo principal Passages from the Northern to the
gouthern Parts of this Kingdom, the one near the Irish Channel,
the other near the German Qcean, at the Distance of about &ixty
Miles; and that the Hoad between them is for the most part
through a Country uncultivasted, and very thinly lnbablited,
frequently unpuassable, and at sll times very inconvenient

either for Troops or Carriages; and that it has been found

by Experience, as well during the late Rebellion, as on former
Occasiong, thut the said Passages cannot be properly guarded:
without a free and open fommunication for Yroops end Carrisges

at all Times of the Year, betwyeen the paid City of Carlisle and
Town of Hewcastle; and that the Want of such & Communication:

has been sttmnded with great Inconvenience and Dangoer to thls
Kingdom, and that a Roud proper for that Purpose cannoi be laild
out, or the Lxpence thereof defrayed, but by a Netional Assistance,
and the Aid and Authority of Parlisment: And therefore praying,
That Lieave be given to bring in a Bill for laying out, making, snd
keeping in Repair, a Hoad proper for the Passage of Troops and
Carriages between the sald City of Carlisle and Town of Newcastle,
in such Manner as to the House shall geem meet.®

Probably the originel was couched in the direct form. Who was the
actual initiator of the petition and who the signatories we cannot be
absolutely sure but there are certaln pointers. F&gst the signatories,
We shall observe presently thal when the petition came to be embodied in
a Bill several hundred commissioners were nominated lo see that the
prcjeét was carried to conclusion in Northunmberland, and some three
dozen or thereabouts in Cumberland,l' and that these include Nobility,
Gentry,rclargy; Freeholders and many other inhabitantsvof the two
counties. One may then, perhaps guess that those appointed commigsioners
had aléc been those who signed thé petition. 4s to who had been the
prime hover, however, it is noteworthy that the commissioners in the
various groups for Northumberland {i.e. Esquires, Baronets, Clerks, ete.)
are in prough alphabetical order but that first in a list of “Esgqulres"
heading all the other groups and out of order is the neme of Lancelot
AllgOOd{ It is not impossible that his name, as that of the initiator,

1. Fxcluding corporate bodies such as "Aldermen of Cnrlisle".
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was given £he place of honour. He ia, of course, an ancestior of the
present owner of Nunwick, Mr. G. He Allgood, and was son and heir of
Isaac Allgood of Brandon White House, near the Breamish.e  He moarrled
his kinswoman Jane, daughter of Robert Allgond of Nﬁnwick and suaceeded
o that estate by virtue of hisAmarriage,l° - 'fhe Allgoods had been
solicltors to the itadoliffes but in_l?lﬁ had falled to support the
Rising, apparently much to the disgust of the unfortunate larl of
Herwentwaher,y Lancelot Allgood became Sheriff of Morthumberlend in
1745 and in that capscity must surely have met Wade as the Late Lieut-
~Qol. (te Ko Be Spain suggested‘aqmé years uu0 in an article on ﬁhe
Military RO&d.z‘ In fact it is not difficuli to imagine him listening
tq Wade's bitter comments on the road‘ov@r which the Field Marshal had
Just struggled to Hexham (where Allgood sﬁi&l had & housb) us he cor=
trasted 1t with those which he himself had wmade iIn the Highlands a
decade and more before. He may even ha§e inépired Allgood with gome=
thing of his own flair for road*ﬁuilding, i1 such ingpiration were
needed, for after Allgood had become a Member of Pérliament in 1749
he {Allgood) was actively aseociated wilh atl least two roads, the
Military Rosd, and the "Cﬁrn foad"™ from Hexham to Almmouthe  In respect
of the Latter he wus entrusted wilh a petition for leave to bring in a
Bill anthorising the repair'and widening of the eﬁisting road and then
had charge of the measure. In addition he served on Committess to
which details of two rosds of Sir Wiliiam Middleton were referred, the.

1. Woelford, Men of Mark, Vol.I.

20 Reled, XIV, p.l9.

3« Ap the result of a disputed election the previous ysar.

The Allgood estate papers seem to shed no light on
Luncelot's association with the Milltary Roade
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one from Longhorsley to the Breamish and the other from Morpeth to
E&adan.l‘ I% thus looks more than ever likeiy that Allgood was closely
connected with the petition which preceded the Military Road Bill,
though &ir William Middleton and not he guided the measure through the
Commongs ~ Another reason for linking him with thie Road is the fact
that he received a personal copy of the survey of the existing roads
between Newcastle and Carlisle mace, as we have already‘notad, in
1749 snd about which we shall have more to report presently. This
copy, hend-drawn and in immaculate condition,z' is in the possession of
~the present Ownerfaf Nunwick and by virtue of its immenge size and the
vast amount of work necessarily entailed in ite produclion, one can
~searcely avoid the conclusion that copies would be available only to
those intimately connected with the project.  Perhaps this is also
an appropriate point at which to congsider Wade's claims since there
is no doubt thai the road is still widely known as Wade's Rood and
that it has long been so.called.' Wade, as we have noted, was a greab
bullder of Militory Hoads in the 18th century and wuas in this area in
L'45,. and likeyise may have urged the building of a military road from
Newcastle to Carlisle. He was also a Manber for Bath from 1722 until
the time of hils death but there secems to be no evidence thal he had any
connection with this petition, which was probably originated in 1748 if
it was ready for submission to the Surveyor-Geneprsl by March,‘l749. In
any case Wade died March, 1748, so, while it is extremely unlikely that
he had angthing to do with the petiticn,:it is obviously certain that he

1. Welford, Men of Mark, Vol.Ie
2s BSee reproduction at end.
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had no congern whatever with the construotion of a road which was only

1.

sommenced in 1751, AlL coneidered then, the evidence, aircumstantial

though much of it is, seems to point in the direction of Allgood as
chief initiatob;'and if not to him, then perhaps to another local Member
of Parlisment much interested in roads - Sir William Middleton.

We may now return to the Minutes of the Surveyor-eeneral vhere the
next relevant entry is one of May 9th, 1749, stating that he hes now
considered both the letter of the Duke of Newcastle and the Petition
desiring a road to be made from Newoastle to Garlisle and ordereé:*

"That Mr. Dugal Qanpbell Sub Directof of Engineers zo thither, make

sn exact survey of the present road betwixt Hewcastle and Carlisle,
also a project for opening a Communication betwixt these places,
and making the same Practicable al all Seasons of the Year for
Troops and Carriages to pass and repass, that he transmit the
séme to the Poard, with his report thereupon, and an estimate of
the Charge of Making 1t, that the same may be lald before His
Majesty."

Less than a fortnight later, on 22nd May, » further entry directed:~

"That Mr. Hugh Debelig Eyvaasiat Hf.nugal Canpbell in Surveying

the Road between Newcastle and Carlisle and that he follow such
orders as he shall give him from time to time for the furtherance
© and promotion of His Majesty's Zervice."

One surprising consequence of these entries 1s that now that we
know who was responsible for the survey, a guestion which has long
puzzled apchueologists and historians, ve may simply turn to page 549

“of Vol.XXIT {Supplement) of the Dictionsry of National Biogrephy and
find the same angwer! For there it has béen 8ll the time, waiting

for any student of the Military Road whoghanced acrogs the lengbhy

. Ty y i tory of % 4. p.2l3, where it §
3 g%gtgﬁe%gg¥ arﬁ&mgerrgfogilgga§gagoéd§ arg'ogtgneréferﬁed

to as General Wade's but were made later in the 18th century.

Instances are ciled.

2. Ilsewhere gpelled "Debbelgh. Passibly these orders were the 1
bagis for the remark in the June 1749 issue of Newcastle Gener
Megazine “We are assured that the Government have resolved to

make a Military Road between this Town and Carlisle."
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passage on "Debbelg, Hugh's  Almost at once he would have read that
after the conclugion of the Iroaty of Adx~la~Chapslle Debbeig retuén@d»
home and was employed on survey qperatians in gootland and the North of
Ingland, “assisting Col. Eugald (thus) Gampbell in the construction of
vhe Military Road from ﬂgwcastle ﬁpon Tyne to Carlisle, which, with iis
fourteen bridges, was eompletea in 1752 and was constructed as one of
‘the straightest and best laid-out roads in the Kingdo@". Actually, in
the Light of present ressarch, the date hefe (1752)‘is not accurate as
the road was not completed before 1757, a fact ottested by notices in
the local press which we éhall congider lster. Bub the rewark that
Débvelg was engoged in suprvey operations in Scotlend is most interesting
and deserves elucidation'before'we proceed with biographical deiails of
Gampbell and his subordinate for, again as a resull of the '45 Rebellion,
there was begun in 1747 a mep of the Highlands which becane the pree
curgor of the Ordnance Survey of Great Britain.l' The conception of
such 4 map origineted with an Engineer nemed David Wetson who in 1745
was on service in ¥Flanders but‘who in the»following year was present
with his regiment at the Battle'df Falkirk. . Engineers, of course held
office at this time under Warrants which conferred no reguler wilitary
status. They had thelr own system of grades; upon which we sghail
presently enlarge, but when they heldkno separate army commission they
frequently felt their position to Be somewhat anemaléu&. This could be
overcome by graonting them comuisgsions in various reglments but here thelr

1. Porter, Hist. of the Gorps of Royal Engineerﬁ; Vol.x,

pelb. Loan of Volse I and II from the Corps Library was
kindly permitted by the Librarlan, Lieut.Col. Sandeuwan, 0Bl
The help and comient of Lieut.Col. Stesr, Sec, of the l. Enge
Historical goclety was algo appreciated.
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golonele frequently. recuired them to relinguish whatever dutlies they
were employed upon as engineers and to rejoin their regiments, and this
Lhey somatimea had to do despite their positions in the estublishment of
Engingers.  Watson, then, we find at Falkirk in 1746 apperently with
the rank of Captain and evidently serving with distinction since he was
made Peputy Cusrtermaster-Ceneral of the forces in Horth Britein (hie
commission dating from the day of the battle) and by the same appoint-
ment becoming a Lieutenant-CQolonel in the Army.  With Dougal Campbell
he wus among the linglreers who served at Culloden.  After the Rebellion,
Watson's scheme for the subjection of the ¢lans reslly involved a survey
of the ilghlands and the construction of roads which yould facilitate
~ the passage of armed patrols encamped at key poinits from which z system
of tracks would open in different directions. #bx thought the idea to
be & yood one, s0 did the Duke of Gumberland under whose direct orders
Watson was now placed, and with a view to cowmmencing arrangements, a body
of infantry wae encamped at ¥ort Augustus in 1747, Much of the achal
survey was earried out by a young man named Willism Roy who with others
worked under the superintendence of Watson. In Roy's own words i«

“Ag agslstant Quartér-Mastar, 1t fell to my lot to begin, and
aftervards have a considerable share in, the execution of that
map; which being undertken under the suspices of the Duke of
Gumberland, and meant at first to be confined to the Highlands
only, wae nevertheless al last extended to the Lowlands; and
thus made general in what related to the mainland of Zcotland,
the isplands (except some of the lesser oneg nesr.the coast)
not having been surveyed." Is

To outline the work of Roy and his fellow engineers, fascinating though
Lo From Introduction to "An Aceount of the Mensurement,

of a Base on Hounslow Heath" read by Roy before the
Royal Soclety in 1785,
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the task would be, is not our present purpose. Suffice it to say that
one of those felloy enginaera; fér a brief space at any rate, was Hugh
Debbeigs The result of the task was a large and higﬁiy~£inished
coloured military survey of Scotland (excluding the lelands) divided
into several compartments though some of the sections of the southern
part meem to be missing.  According to Roy, hawa§er, the outbreak of
the Seven Years War in 1755 prevéntéd cémpletion. The séale ia about
two inches Lo the mile;énd was one régularly used by military engineers.
The maps from this survey sre preserved in the British Museum in
George 111's collection and these include the so-called "Duke of
Cumberland®s wap" which was weyely the original drawings for the‘
Northern part of Scotland. 1o | |

~ Though Roy and wWatson's survey must have been in progress when
Campbell and Debbelg surveyed the Newcastle-farlisle aréa no connection
between the two (other then that Debbely had a hand in both!) can be
pro#ed in the present state of our knowledge. It may be very temf}ting
t0 regard the lesser of the two surveys as a logleal and likely extension
‘of the other but there is in fact no grdund for such a auppé&ition.
Parhaps the most thét one can éay'is that knowiedga of the Scottish
survey must have been an added inspiratibn to thoge who soughtvto @ake
the ides of a Newcastle~Carlisle road a realitye

| We are now in a position to exaMihe, in‘just sufficient détail for
our present purpoaé, the careers of the two men who made the Military
Road survey. Cumpbell, though the senior @an at'this time; never

l. pcknowledgements to Mre Re A. Skelton of the
British Museumo
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reuched the haights té which it wes Debbelg's lot to ascend.  The
engineers, 48 we have ndted, had their own designationsg beginuing at
the bottom of the scalelwith that of Practitioner Engineer and con~
tinuing uwpwards through the grades of Sub~Engineer, Hogineoy Extra-
ordinary, Engineer in Ordinary, -Sub~Director, and Director to Chief
. Engineer.  Aocording to a list of the Corps as at April 16th. 1748
Cumpbell held the grade of Sub-Directér, Debbelg that of Practitioner,
and Thomas Lascelles that of Chief Engineer. The latﬁer algo held the
office of Surveyor~General but was permitted {o retire from his ongrous
duties in 1750, from which ti@e the post of durveyor-General became
discounectbed from the Enginaéral° while that of Chicf Engineer was left
Vvacant for some years. That tha highest post to which they could aspire
had not been filled simply added to the discontent already apparent in
the Corps and the upshot of the matter was that appeal was mnde direct
to the Duke of Cumberland as head of the Army to intercede with the
King, to confer army rank on the engineers. This the Duke did though
such was the opposition even from the Board of Ordnance whose members
felt keen displeasure at heing by-passed, that 1t was seven years
before the point was carried and the offlcers of tﬁe Corps received
Military rank.  Sub~Dirsctor Dougal Campbell would now also rank as
Major,>ﬂugh Debbely as Lieutenantgg'
1. Hist. of Corps of Roysl ¥ngineers, p.168.
2. Ibid, p.l8le &ee aleo pe394 of Vol.IT vwhich statesg
that Debbeiyg was comuissioned asCaptaln=Lieutenant
probably in error since he was only a fub-Ingineer.

When nade Pngineer Extraordinacy in 1758 he was re=
cosmissioned in a similar Military rank.
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Of Campbell's career sll too little is known, there belng no
mention of him in the History of the Corps before his promotion to
Engineer in Ordinery in 1744,  The 1660-1898 List of Officers of the
Corps however provides the bare record of his progress from Practitioner
to sub~Engineer on 1.11.94, to Engineér Extraordinary on 3.7.42, to
- Engineer in Ordinary on 8.3.44 and ultimately 1o Sub~Director on 2.1.48.
When the *45 Rebelllon broks out in jugust of that year Campbell was
one of thebnly thres engincers knowh to have been in Scotland at the
time and seems Likely to have been at the defenece of lidinburgh Casile
agoinst the Chevalisr. L, We next hear of him at Culloden in 1746,
as previously mentioned, andvthén ggainvin the same year, and in that
following, in Flanders where it‘had been declded to pursue the War
against the French with renewed vigour. A Warrant'df February 3rd,
L7477, had ordered a "Brigade of Engineers" to be employed under the
commund of the Duke of Cumberland and nppointed Dougal Campbell as
Chlef Englneer al 19s. per day. 'The seme Warrant, incidentally,
mentions Hugh Debbeliy as Engiﬂeer—ﬁxtraordinary at HSe. per day. The
~ whole brigade was present at the battle of Val (or Lafeldt) on July

ond. where Debbelg served on the staff of the Duke. He was also at

2e

the siege of Bergan»opwzdem and though Campbell la not wentioned by
name as belng there it is obviously possible that he was.e On Octobsr
18th however the Treaty of Alg=le~Chapelle put an end to the war and
ell men who had ssrved on the»Flandérs $rain but who were not on tune

pernanent establishment were reduced. = Campbell row sppears as Sube

1. ?.l58,-Vol.i History,éf the Corps of Royal Engineers.
2. 7.163, Ibid.
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Pirector on the Corps list as at April 16th. 1748, and Hugh Debbeig as
Practitioner. The official higtory of the Corps has little more to
tell us of Campbell but the defect is remedied for the next two years
by the Minutes of the éurveyor»éeneral. Following his commission,
dated 9th May, 1749, to survey the country betuecen Newcastle and
Carlisle ‘lit.tle time appears to have been lost in'getting to work, for
a Minute of 18th July records his eclaim for £20. 4s. 6d- for “Horsehire
and Fxpences {thus) from London to Berwick and from thence to Hewcastle
on His Majesty's Service, by Order of the Poard". The same Minute
records Mr. flugh Debbelg's request for "an allowance of £8.v89. 0d. for
his Passage, Horsehire, and Expences on the Road to assist Mr. Campbell
on the Burvey of the Road between Newcastle and Carlisle".  Both Billg
were ordereé be allowed and paid by Bill and Debenture “except the £1
éharged ih Mr. Debbeig's Bill for Extraordinary Fxpences",  VWhat these
Were we are never likely to know though we cannot but feel a certain
sympathy for the unfortunate claiment., His next two claims however are
recorded firet in a Minute of 3rd October as being £9.15s. 9d. "for
Horsehire snd Expences to Newcastle to attend Mre. Dugall Campbell on the
Survey of the Road between that Place and Carlisle, from the 10th Julyvto
the 29th ultimo" and the second in a Minute of 12th December for £li.l§s. 2d
"for Horsehire and other Bxpences, in surveying the Road from Carlisle
to Newcostle, and coming from thence to London"s  Both, having been
gortified by Mr. Campbell, were sllowed in full,

Campbell's own final claim, as recorded in a Minute of 22nd December,

was a much weightier item, amounting to £54. ls. 8d. and representing his
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uBill<§f Disburaement_and Travelling ﬁxpencea? on‘account of the Burvey
ef}the Gugntry from Ngwcastle to Carlidle, for a Road of Communication,
in:thé.mpntha of July, gbgust, and Septembar Llasth, The importsncé of
this_antry, héw&var, lies not so mueh in the sum involved ss in the fact
that 1t dabes precisely the survey for the Militery Roads 4 further
bill of ﬁampbéll'&lin the same Minute for £24.10s. Ode "on account of
works and Repuira Qérried on at Berwlck and Garlisle_lf between let
July:and”lﬁt ulto“ was also Ordered to be allowed and paid by Debenture.

With what dillaunae Campbell and hia collengue had applied them- |
'aelves to thelr taeks, lg indiecated by the next reference, agdin 8
Minute of 22nd ﬁecember.v;]49, which readsi=

“Mr, Dugal Caapbell Sub-Director of Englineers, having {Pursuant
to Minute of the 9th May last, angd agreeable to a Letter the
lete Master General received from His Grace theDuke of Newcastle,
with the Petition of the Nobility and Gentry, desiring 2 Road to
be made from Newcastle to Carlisle,) transmitied a Report of the
several Roads at present used for the Communication between
Newenstle and Carlisle, and of the most proper Course for the
new intended Roud, with an Estimate of the Cherge to mske the
same, and the several Stone Bridges that are neaessary upon it,
smounting to £22,45C. and inelosing a Plon or Survey of all
the Country belween those Places and some Nile« farther on each
end, extending in dl1 60 Miles, and about 6 Miles in %rcadth,

ORDERED

That the ssme be sent to His Grace the Duke of Nawcnstle,
to lay before His Majesty, and that lis Grace be desired to
observe in folio 12 of Mr. Cempbell's fieport, that he proposed
to carry the new Road Sixteen Miles and an half through seversl
Inclosed Grounds, which are private Property, and wust be first
purchased, the Value whereof is not included in the £92,450 at
which the Charge of making the sesld Road lg estimated by
Mre Campbell. "

“Thus in three months (July, Augusi snd feplembepr) the two engineers had

surveyed an ares of 360 square miles, produced the sctusl survey,

l. Yor which places Gampbell appenrs to have been responaibles
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prepared an estimate and a report. What proportion of the work was
done by each we cunnot tell though the report is referred to as
“Mre Compbell's®™ and as senior he no doubt had responsibility for the
whole project.

Camébell, it éeems, was & most consclentious worker and one who
disliked inactivity to such a degree that the next relevant entry in
‘the Minutes of the furveyor-General, dated June 15th, 1750, saysai=

“Mp. Dougel Campbell, having signified by letter belief that
sl)l attempts by Engineers to improve themselves in thelr profession
would be acceptable o the Board, and as there is little service st
home for him this year desires leave to go abroad to visit the

Fortifications in Flanders and Germany to make what observations

he could, that the Lieutenant General . had approved his reguest

and procured the Duke's consent and he only wanted the Board's
approbation and leave which he hoped they would grant for a year
or twe. He would scquaint the Board from time to time where he
is, in case he should be wanted to attend his duty.®
Nor was his request unheedoed for an entry of June 15th orders that a
letter be sent to Mr. Smelt, ingineer in Ordinary at Carlisle:s

"to acquaint him that as the Bourd have given leave to Mr. Sube-

Director Campbell to go abrosd for his improvement they commit

the care and direction of the Works ip the Rerwick and full

Divisions to him end require him strictly to observe and follow

the ingtructions given the seid Mr. (Csampbell and that a copy of

the same be given him.*
fThe Minutes of 1790 would eppear to have nothing further to tell us of
Canpbell though obviously research into those of subsequent years
might £ill the gaps in our knowledge. Before leaving 1750 however
one other entry, dated Mars 27th might claim attention. It was to
the effect that a Mre. thermen, Storekesper at Hull, had signified by

1. Evidently the Lieut=Genecral of Ordnance who at
this time was probably Sir John Ligonier,
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" a letter of $th March that Mr. Benjamin Rumsey of that town who had been
one of the Clerks of Stores in Flanders in the late War, desired to be
appointed an overseer for the réad that is to be méde from Neweastle to
Curlielé. It was coldly ordered that he be informed that the Board
kney of no opders for making the sald road!
Following & Royel Warrant of Dec.lbth, 1755, sugmenting the Corps,
Campbell appears once more on the list as Sub-Director, butl with the
" Medway as his station.l' His subordinetes, with the gradeg of
Engineer Extraaréinary and Sub~Engineer respectively, were George
Weston and, once more, Hugh ﬁebbeig° Again the pathé of Cempbell
and Debbeig had met though this is not surprising if Campbell was
ever consulted in the appointment of his assistants, for probably no
one apprggiated better then he the outstanding gualities of Debbeig
whose merits had long since found him favour at high levels To
complete Campbell's career we are ébliged to turn again to the List
of Officers of the Corps {1660-1898) where there are two further
detailse The first of these compleles his War Services with the
entry “"Loulsbouryg, 1757% and the second records his death at Sea
batQéeA Halifax and New York in Seplember of the same years 2
- It has been necessary to dwell at some length on Campbell since
there appears to be no single connected account of him and informstion
from various sources has required consolidations The same is not true
of Hugh Debbeig concerning whom, as we have_alraady stated, there is a
l. History of the Corps of Royal Engineers, Vol.1,§.172-3.
2¢ References to Campbell and examples of his work may be

seen at the Public Record Gffice, Chancery Lane, but
they throw wo further light on our present study.
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full and detailed nocount 1n‘the'Dictiqnary of Natlonal Biography.1°
It wili therefore in no way déiraét'fram him if we confine our |
attention mainly to the'aarli@f detéila,of bis brillisnt progression.
Many of these we have alréady mentioned in pagaing 80 that it only
remaing for us to draw our references togethei and add what appears o
be necessary for the sake of aontinuity. - He was born in L73L and at
the age of eleven had entered the Royal Artillery an Matruss.»‘ By'
1745 he had become a cadetegunner but in the following y@af was |
attached as an engineer to the expedition of Lisut~General Sinclair
against LYOrient, being preaeni both at the siege of that place and at
the subsequent descent on Quiberon, His studies wére then reéumed at
" the Royal Military fcademy atbwoclwich thbugh early in 1747 ?' He was
iﬁ”?landefs with the grade of ﬁnginser*Extraordinéry where by reagon
of his boldness and intelligence he waé nede an extro side to the Duke.
In JQly of that year he was present at the Battle:of Val, his conspicu~
ous gallantry winning the praise of the Commander-in-Chief, and algo at
the siege of Bergen=op-Zoome After the suspension of hostilities he
wag one of the engineers sslected to make 2 survey of the seat of var
in Brabant end wes plaged on the establishment as Practitioner Enginearaib g
April, 1748. Of bls activities with Campbell in Horthumberland and
Cumberland in 1749 however we need asy nothing further at praaent;yﬁér
of his promotion to Ehb~Engineér, 1751. and appointment to Chatham,
except that hie plan of the Chatham Lines datéd l7$5 may be seen at the
1o Bee above, puye 12

2+ fee above, page 1l
3. Swe above, page 18,
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British Huseum. A% this point however we sust leave Debbely, barely
over the threshold of a long and distingulshed career. Were the rest
of his life our present concern it would be a fascinating account of
active service in Horth fmerica with Wolfe, under whom he served as
Guartermaster General and st whose desth he wa$‘premant, figuring in
West's painting of the incident; of seeret work in France and Bpalin
’gnd of high appointments batﬁ at home and abypoad; of complimente from
the Yonareh on the speed with which he threw three briéges over the
Thomes at the menceuvres of L7805 of how he once selected for his
clerk a certain Willism Cobbett; of how be was twice court-martislled
for his oulspokenness and finslly of how he dled, a general and full of
years, on May 27th, 18610,
Sueh then were the twa.meﬁ who begen the survey of the Hew Military
Road in the summer of 1749,  One result of their efforis was » beautie
fully.qoléured and hand-drayn nap, to which we have already referred,
entitled
b Survey of the country between Newecastle and Carlisle
representing the seversl present roads and the Tract which
is proposed for the New intended Rond of Communication hetusen
these Towng. +° As algo all the Course of the Homan Wall with
all the Military Stationsg, Castella and Military Ways that lye
upon this survey.?

Of this survey two coples are known to exist, one abt the Korthumberland
County Record Office and one in the possession of Mr. G. He Allgood of
lunwick, Simonburn, Northumberland.  How the second copy came to light

has been described by the late Lieut.Cole Ge KeBe Spain in hie erticle
“The Original Survey for the Newcastle-Qarlisle Military Road - 0.1746.“2'

l. Compare the terms of Campbell's commission, Page 1?, abova,

also the Surveyor-ﬁenerﬁl'S Minute of Dec.22nd, l749,ondgage 19,

Do Ae hedoXIV, 1937, fee also sbove PelOe  The date "0e17406" we
can immedintely correct to "1749" in the nght of pragsent
knowledsee
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Apparently Mr. Allgood was oxsminlng the contents of a cuﬁboard at
Nunwick in Mareh, 1936, when he found an osk box containing the map,
imm&culaﬁely preservéd and beautifully exscuted by hand in many colours.
It measures ten feet six inches long by two feet wide and covers five
sheets joined toyether to mske a roll.l’ Sir George Macdonald, in
his leciure “"John HOrsley. Schqlar and Geutleman® which wag delivered
to the foolety of Antiguaries of Wewcastle upon Tyne, 27th April, 1932.2'
rightly presumed the exlstence of such a wap as being the original from
which an engra#ing signed "No Hill sculpt.® and found in the British
Museun in assoclation with the Act authorising constructiorn of the
Militery Romd, must have been mede.  He believed that Hill's coples,
one of whiéh he reported to be in the Public Library at Newcastla?'were
probably iasued fuﬁ the use of Members of Parliament when diééuasing
proposals relative to the project or for information to the generai
public after the Bill had become lawe In & footnote on page %% of -
the article he says that if the vhereabouts of the original map could
be discovered it would probably reveal the names of the actual $uiveyors
whiehi of course, il dves not, and in a postseript on page 97 he further
sbates that since preparing his proof fér press he has recelved informe
ation that the oriyinal may be preserved in the Wer Office.  Ironically,
there was a copy much nearer then he could have sapposed, for the one
which is now at the County Record Office, Gosforth, had actﬁaily been in
the possession of the very Soclety which he was addressing for a century
or mored  The earliest reference to it ﬁhaﬁ’can'he found 1g in a

~Le  Mre Allgood kludly permitied the uriter to examine thip

map in January, 1965.

2e  Bee holede Xo 1933
3¢ Where it may ptill be seen.
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catalogue of the Library of the $ociety published in 1839 and'whieh
records that it had been presented by John Bell though the daté of
presentation is not given-1° There ig, however, a further reference
to this map in a footnote on page 465 of the Northumberland County

History X 2e

whioh merely corroborates the fact that the map was
in the Black Gate Library when this History was printed in 1914,
While atill quite legible, its conditién in_no way approaches that
of the Nunwick copy which gives the impression of rarely having
left the security of ils ceses Thisg case was addressed

"For Lancelot Allgood Fsqre at Hexham near Newcastle

upon Tyne to the care of Mr. Greenwood an exciseman

al Newcastle upon Tyne," ’ ‘
though the writing was so fainl as £o be only decipherable after
trestment,. Exactly how the exﬁiseman,.areenwood, fits into the
picture is not at all clear. A‘brief outline of his movements
within the service was obtuined fkam a former Librarian of the Custon
Housge Library by Colonel Spain but fecent enguiries in a similar guarter
have added nothing further save that the present Librarian considers
it probablé that any interest Greenwood might have had would be in
a private capacity. Possibly thefe was some arrangement whereby
Greenwood regularly acled as a feceiving agent for Allgood since 1%
would seem reasonsble that the box and its contents Vould come from
" London, where at this period the Boerd of Ordnance had premisesg in
the Tower. If Parliament were in recess and Allgood thus sbsent

1. Mre We Tynemouth, ¥FeL.p., Honorary Librarian to the

gociety, kindly provided this information,
2« To which attention was drawn by Professor Birley,.
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from London then dispatch would prabably be ﬁeeessarys Whether the
map was Uampbell's work or that of some Board of Ordnsnce expert
working from Campbell's data is Impossible to say but some ides of
the skill involved con be galned from the collotype reproduction
accompanying this account. L. Tt is about one third of the size of
the originel but of course conveys nothing of the beauty of the colours
in which the latler is worked. Drawn to 8 scale of just over two miles
to the inch, the survey extends from roughly three miles east of Hewcastle
teo about two and 2 half miles yest of Carliscle; the width of the tract
varies from a minimum of three er four miles to # maximum of about six.
Hot ouly does it show the proposed cnurselmf the new road but, as the
title says ¥ sees algo all the course of the Roman wWall with sll the
Milltery Stations, Gastella and Military Ways that lye
upon this survey.® 4 :

The Wall ig indicated as “Beverhs Wwall® and the Vallum as “"Hadrlan®s
Vallum" but nowhere is the courme of the Military w&y shown, not even
in an inget entitled "Profile of the Roman Wall and Vallum near Porigale’.
This:is a mogl curious omiszion, It may indleate, with the possible
exception of short stretches, that the road was no longer in use but it
is impossible that Campbell and Debbeig knew nothing of its exisience.
Well might $tukely complain with such bitterness

"It wae the business of the surveyars of the work to trace

out this roade 'They would have found it pretty sirait,

‘well laid out in regard to the ground, and it would have

been a foundation sufficlent for thelr new rosde The late

Ledrned Roger Gale and myself rode the whole length of it in

1725, so 1 speuk as an eye wltness, and I write doun with

grief vo seé po little taste; 30 little judgement shown by

the public in this othervise laudable undertakingdr 2

1. wWith the kind permission of the Council of the Saeiéty

of Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne who publish this
map {or gale.

2« Surtees Sovlety 80, VoloIII, p.ldl, Btukeley's diary.
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Stﬁkeléy; of course, was writing some yeers iater on 23rd October,
1754, when the road had already been three yesrs in the making and
was quoting from a létter of his to‘the Princess bf Wales, but his
rém&rks seem particularly appropriste at this stage of our study.

There seems little excuse to offer for Campbell's apparent
disregard for the course of the Military Way in the eastern half of
the survey and the use to which it might have been pul for it is
precigely in this secior that "the NHew Projected Hoad", shown as a
dotted line from Newcastle to (arligle, colncides with the line of
the Wall.  True there are devistions as at Sheldon {or Shildon)
Common as the ares south of the Wall belwesn Wall Houses and Halton
Chesﬁera used to be ealleé. There the proposed course of the new
road follows the line of the vallum to a point probably half a mile
weat of "Hunﬁum“, and the reason may well be to sllow the reoad t§
page through unenclosed land where compensation o owners would
not have to be paids Lo The dotted line then agaln allgns itself
with the Wall as far as Brunton where it swings plght to cross the
North Tyne ot Chollerford. Approximately nalf & mile west of
Chesters it returns to the line of tho Wsll for a few hundred yards
before reverting once more to that of the Vallum. This course is
held for some five miles to the point where Wall and Vallum sharply
divérge a wile or more west of Shield on the Welle  ‘The proposed line

now turng south west and pursues an independent course for some four

le It is interesting to note on p.904 of Vol.2b,Journals
of House of Commens, that on JanJd7th, 1754, Mr. Allgood
pregsented to the House a Bill for enclosing and dividing
Gireat Shildon: fomuon. The Woyal assent was received
Mar, 5tho ‘
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ﬁiléé tc_ﬁigh Shield when for énother mile and a quarter it is again
- guperimposed upop the Vallume Half a2 aile west of Tuice Brewed,
hdweVer,‘"New projected road" and Vallum part cowpany, the former
following the line of the modern B63IL8 to the Tipalt {Greenhead)

and thereafter that of 4.69 {more or less) to Brampton. At High
Crosby the line of the Stanegate is touched = by the modern highway
at eny rate = and in the last wile and a quarter the dotied line is
again in close proximity with the vallum, finally atOpping Jjust short
of the fden where it joins un existing road (the modern he]) travelling
due narth from the citye

The Act, no doubt based on the recommendations of Campbell's

report, is precise as to the general route the "new lntended road"

is to take. It is to be from the West Gate of the Town of Newcastle
upon Tyne by way of Last Denton, Chapel Houses to Heddon on the Wall
{modern 5.69) and then by Herlow Hill, Portgate, Chollerford Bridye,
Walwick, Carrawburgh, whinshields (B.6318), Clowgill {Closegill),
Brampton { A.09), High Crosby, Drawdikes and Stenwix {8.6264) to the
geotoh Gate of the City of Carlisleo]“ It is greatly to be regretied
however that Campbell's report on the survey has not yet been found
though scarch has been wade in all the most likely places. As it is,
the only direct reference we have Lo any of its contents is the order
of the Surveyor-General {page 19 above) that the Duke of Wewcastle's
attention be drawn to Folio 12 where Campbell proposeé to carry the
road sixteen and a half miles through private property which must

first be purchased,. and cost of which is not included in his estimate.

l. Newgastle General Megazine for June, 1751, apparently gquoting
"the Carlisle BIll", gives substantially the same routes
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?ﬁ discovey which sections of the rosd are included in this
distance might prove o lenglhy exercise but there seems Little renson
1o doubt that whether the ides orlginated with him or not, Gaﬂphéll
ot least advocated the utllisation of many miles of the Wall'sJ”
remaing in the eonstruction of the new highway snd that his géaaana
wef@_thuae of convenlence ane cheapness.  There must aft@ﬁ ﬁ&va been
lengthy sectors where stood o ready-to~hend stock of m&twriéﬂafthnt
merely needed aprpading. One can only hope that it was wiﬁh extrone
reluctance that the experlenced Military englneer, &lw&ya-raa&y to
Improve hirself in his profescion, took the decievion to obliterate
stlll further the remalung of the graatégt nilitary engineering work
he wst wveyr Likely to sea. CIf we but hed his report we mlpht leasrn
why ~ 1f he wust follow the Romar 1ine ~ he choge to ignore the
pogsibilities of the Militery way in the eastern secior.  Obviously
suah a reute vonld present difficulties to wn&aléd troffie in the
aenbral sector but need he have gone #o far {0 the north ¥ His oun
gurvey Indicates the existonce of aiteruativa routes, though ﬁ@‘ﬁ&ll
them ‘reads® would admitledly be something of a euphemism as q;'shall
gee presently when considering evidence glven to a Fﬁrliameni%;y
commdiies in 1791.  The repular rond west from Heucasile is §ﬂ@mrly
marked as “he old Romen Wall or street 1o Newcastle from wa%urn"‘
upon a $urVGy'da€m§ 8th Ootober, 1708, énd ahowing aaalpits &h the
Benwell area; it is 1o De seen al the Worthwiberland ﬂouﬂtyfﬁaeérd
Ofrlee. This 'street’ is obviously the ancastor of the p:éaan;f

dest Goed running slong the edge of the Hall diteh but is jhown -
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only as far as k&ﬂién Bridge. At West Denton Campbell's own survey
ghows how it continued to Hewburn, Lo (having erossed the rosd prunning
noyth frow Lemington in the dirvection of whorlton Moor) and thence to
Ovingham.z' From here it appears to continue in the direction of
Corbridge where 1t would meel what is marked "Watling Street',
From Corbridge a rosd is tracesble to Hexhom and snother, marked
- ovoumner RoadY, to Haydon ﬁridge; Thereafier a way oan be made out
{ following R.69) to “Haltwisle® and then by devious means to Brampton.
From here the clearest marked route geems tw have swung south over the
Gelt, on to Little Corby, ascross the Hden, past Werwick, snd finally
to have joined the Penrith road inte Cerlisle from the South., The
entire journey can be traced with @ase on Yarburton's map inserted in
his “Vailum Romsnua" and which Sir George Macdonald has shown very
gonclusively to have been plrated from the nfficialkeurvay.g° The ink
of the letier was doubtlesms clearer when Warburton had his copy made.
True, he judiciously omits a few inaignifieaﬁt plece nomes such as
#shildon Loch", oy "Hafferton®, and wmekes sgimilar insertions such as
"fort call'd Brows Dikes' norih of Hetiling Stones. He likewlse
extende the survey to 'Timmouth' on the east and to Solway on the
west (probably after perussl of lorsley's work} and wheress the
of ficial survey hap [ive insete wWerburton gives hls readers
six though three are barefacedly copled snd two, 8 section
L. Where of course it would no longer be of
Homan origine

2s  Compare Wade's route, p.b.
% See footnote p.8 for reference.
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through the Wall near 8t. Oswald's and a Profile of the Mountalng at
Bradley have been cunningly reversed so that they sppesy Yo be viewed
from the oppogite direction to that of the original. The sixth, a
plan of nine forts, would agaiu seem to have origineted with Horsley.
He even showe "The FNew Read® as o gingle ﬁattad line from Qarlisle to
the polnt where wall and vellum abruptly diverge west of Shield on the
Wall though perhaps thip is not surprising wben one considers his
claim, made in the introduction to his book, to have been the originsl
protagoniet of the scheme! He makea a pusber of blunders too such as
"Rumps Haugh® for whal appeers as "Humps llaugh® on the original and
"Gofford" for "Gosfora" but for further discussion and exa@plas the
reader is perhaps best referred tolﬁir Georyge Macdonald's erticle of
reference already citede

To return to Campbell's survey, however, one cannot avoid the
conclusion that had he followed 2 line such as that teken by the ola
“posds® snunersted sbove aend suitably wodified where necessary, he
would have provided & highwsy passing through more thickly populated
districte (esge. Huih&m) and one which would not only have besn sore
valuable ip the economic development of such areas but which would
doubtless have provided & far superlor return in the form of tolls.

Such a linkage had only to be provided later bj the modern road
systems 11 was noty of/cuurse, the only alternative open to Campbell.
He might, for instanee, have turned left at Heddon, with consequent
less destruction to the Wall, and followed the route of ﬁhe modern

£+069; he might sven have incorporated something of the Staregate
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which he shows as "A Romdn Military way" from the neighbourhood of
Bettling &Stones almost to the Haltwhistle Burn.  wWithout the Report
further speculsation is perhaps polntless though the suzgestion to follow
the line of the Wall was no doubl widely acclaimed at the tlme, The
Wall formed a convenient boundary so that estate owners would lose lese
land by following its course. In falrness to Cempbell, however, and
to any possible reévmmandationa he may have made, it must be admitted
that the exect line of the rosd between the points epecified in the Act
was to be the decision of ‘the comuigsloners and trustees or any seven or
more of them who were
rauthorised and empowered to act, o view end survey the
lands and grounds within the sald counties respectively
( Cuuberland and Northuaburland); and to set out and
© appoint such pert and parts thereof respectively eg
they shall think proper to be used and applied for the
sald new intended road ...o"
fo paid the fel and indeed it is clear from two entries in the Denton
eslnte Lletber books thel decisions could be made on the spot as work
progrw&s@d. These letters may be consulited in an article entitled
"The Last Days of the Cld Roman Well at Rudohestor" by H. L. Honeyman
in Proceedings of the Soclety of Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne,
4y VI, 1933=3%, or in the original at the Northumberlend County Record
' i.
Office., The first is dated 27th May, 1792, and is from Mr, John Alrey,
1. A fanily of Alreys were “coal=fitiers" (supplied cowal ap
freight to ships) dn Newcastle and from the next letter,’
that of 2let July, we see that John Adrey hed an office in
towne In the fivst letter (27th May, 1L752) he speaks of
Whitchester as though it were his property, intimating
that he will tuke nothing for ground over uhich the rosd _
rung only desiring to have it fenced off at the Coumissiovers!

oxpense, providing that his neighbours do the sams. According
10 Vol.XIIT of the County History he does not appear to have

owned the Hanor of Whitchester but he may well have been the
venants A John plrey was a Commissionor,
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to a Mr. Carter through whom he wishes to communicate with Mr. Rdward

1.
Mentague. He says

"Wee mre proceeding fast on the Military road, which ie
east as far as Heddon on the Wall: and will soon reach
Rutchester. It is proposed to keep upon the Roman Wall
ag uch a8 possible seesd”

_ 2
The second is dated July 2lst, 1752, and is from Mr. William Newton
at Burnopfield to his employer, Mr. Ddward Montague. It beging

"Immediately after 1 received your Honours favour of the
2let of June last, I walted upon Mr. Alrey at his Office
in Westgate Newcastle haveing before Viewed the intended
Military road through Ruchester, and as it was not% then
certainly known whether the road would be exactly upon the
0ld Roman Wall or not, I recomended that we might have a
meeting upon the place in oyder to settle that point.
This Mr. Alrey sseid was very necessary ang according to
that Gentlemans sppointment Mr. Isasscson -* (who was 0
good as to ylve hle company} and my selfe went with him
on Thursday last and Viewed it where we met with Mr. Vear
and the Tenant Wileon. We all agreed that the Military
road would be best upon the 014 Roman Wall through that
Ground, for it is the strightest way, the easiest expence
and will do the least demage to Lhe Ground and Mr. Alrey
sald their people had set it out €0 cecee®

We noted earlier that Gampbéll‘was,probably_actuatea by considerations

of convenience and sheapness Lo suggest the line he did bub on Hewton's

1. Indward Montegue, later of Denton Hall, wae & man of
wealbth with coal mines st Denton and estates in Yorkshire
and Berkehire; he alzo owned Rudehester, He was hueband
of the celebrated Mrs. Edward Montegue and sat as Member
for Huntingdon from 1734 to 1768,

2. Newton was apparently agent, or perhaps *“eoal viewer"
to Montague.  The Gentleman's Magazine for 29th sug. 1749
mentions a William Newbon of Burnopfleld as the inventor of
a machine for drawing coals oubt of desp pits. (Richardson).

3o Anthony Isaacson. 'There was a commissioner of that name.
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own aduission we nesd have no hesitation in aseribing sludlar views f
o the owﬁeré of the land over which the wall passsde  They were ap
>guilty a8 the Military surveyors, 1f pot more go, for by thele decision
they deprived succeeding generations of aceess Yo the remains of the
Well slwost as completely as tctal:efadioation would have done. The
decision av Rudchester, incidﬁﬁtally; seems to have been teken by only
five persons and probably not all of them Copwmissionerss  Thely
reconmendations mey, of course, have been passed to proper authoritye.

One other letter, Lhough 1t rather antlcipates events, is worthy
of note as showing the kind of bargaln that could be driven. It is
dated Novel9th, 1752, énd is from Newton and lsaacson to Ydwerd
Monbtagues, setilng oul negotiations wade with the ﬁammissioners' Agent,

Mre Brown, iz and recomnsnding that these termg be accepted

1. Thig would be John Brown who was surveyor to the
Nor thuberland Comslasiorers. Yot agsin thig antiecipoles
events but a notice in the Yebruary L2th, 1797, issue of
Hewoastle Courant, and repested on Februsry 19th and 2bth,
@latey that a bridge is to be built over Haltwhistle burn
ascording to » plan in the hands of John Brown, Yirkharle,
aad that proposals ghould be delivered to the Trustees at
the Moot Hsll. It ia sigped by Brown as Surveyor. . He
was sctually the older brother of the celebrated “Capability®
{Lancelot) Brown and agent of the Duke of Portland both of
which facte are cenfirmed by Hodgson, Vol.l; PL.II; pe247,
where he notes the marrlage of John Rrown with Jane Lorpraine
at Hartburn on April 29rd; 1743,  With the help of Mr.Matthews
of the County Record office, the present writer examined the
microfilmed records of Kirkhsrle Parieh Church and found an
entry for the baptism of John Erown on 9rdiFPeb,l708. He
was the third child and eldest son in 2 family of three girle
and three boys born to William Browne {(thus) of Kirkharle.
When he resigned in 1757 as esurveyor for the Northumberland
part of the road a notice in the Neweastle Couprant opn Oct.7th
advertised for s sucuessor al £20 a year.e Hntries in the
sume paper for Sept.P2nd and Nov.l8th show thal he had alsgo
resigned appoiatment with the Truastees of the Alnmouth and the
Ponteland turnpike roads.
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".vse We to have Nine Shillings an acre at 30 years
purchase for the Ground that the new Road takes up in
Ruchester, to have the 0ld Road and three Shillings a
Rood . for fencing on each side of the new Road, and
Stones of{ the Old Roman Wall to supply the deficiency
of the Stones of the present hedge Wall in meking a new
Stone Wall on one side the other side to be a hedge amd
Q&ick oooc“
The 01d Road would no doubt be the Military Way, evidently still in use
at Rudchester.

One final point in our present context on the subject of the
Survey and this concerns certain of the place names. The surveyors
appear to have asked local inhabitants the numes of various places and
then tried to record what they heard., Thus we get "Leonard Cross
Abbey™ for Lanercost, "Humps Haugh® for Humshaugh, "Caudley Yell"
for Codley Hill, "Yarish" for Yarridge and probably many 6thera.
ngenl, Wade encamp'd here Anno.1745" is inscribed upon the "Towns
Common" with the slight variation of "Genersl Wade encanped here
1745% just gouth of the union of the two Tynes. Colonel Spain
concluded that the contours had been roughly drawn in brown chalk
for the benefit of the engraver Hill who had carefully copled them

- ' 1.
even where they were inaccurate. Survey, report, and estimate
then had beeh ordered to be laid before His Majesty in December, 1749,
but more than a twelve-month was to pass before developments became
nanifest.

le Cuampbell's estimate of £22,4)50 represents an average

cost per mile, including bridges, of about £375. The

astual placing of contracts and rates per mile agreed
between the parties will be consldered later.
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Before turning to these, however, we should perhaps attempt to assess
how much of the Wall remeined in the eastern mector before ite absorption
into thé'ﬁew highway. Were Campbell’s rgportyayailable, it might tell
us in preeiéé terns, but failing that, ir John Clerk of Peniouik's account
of his #iaitJta,the:Wall in 1724 would seem to provide a most useful near-
cantémpevary deswripbi@n.l" 8ir John's ressons for coming to the North
of England were twofold, to see the Roman Wall and Yo gain a better
understanding of his “ceal affaires’. He srrived in Newcsstle on

'Thursday,‘23rd April, and during the next few days enjoyed, ameﬁg other
things, & river trip to "[inmouth" and & visit to Durham Cathedral, His
jourhbgqﬁest along the Wall ffem Newonstle began on Monday, 27tﬁ§>when he
?EbéérQQQ that from the west gate to Benwell "the foundetion of the stone
waii”&g&vthe vallum does abpear, but not so as tobbe very conspiouous".
‘1; &§tps6m£h6 caimp, heﬂeverg for it was Vg:yf@uch in evidence - *a'ﬁery lérge

 oblong aquare fort with one diteh® which to Sir John seemed to rés¢mble the

1, '¥ree use is made throughout this section of “Sir John Clerk's
© Viglt to the North of England in 1724 by Professor Birley.
8ee Traneactions of the Architectural and Archeeological Society
of Durhaw and Northumberland, Vol. XI, pisIII and IV. ‘

- 2« By "vallum" he clearly meant the wall ditche In the preceding
- peragraph (p.232 of reference above) he speaks of "the Roman Wall

with its vallum®. He did not observe the vallum proper Yanother
great ditoh on the south side of the stone wall about 1350 elles
distance® = until he reached the vieinity of the Chapel House.
Horsley's observations are somewhat at veriance with @ir John's.
He reports no trace of the wall in this arca but on p.137 (Brit.
Rom. ) says "it the end of the houses without Westgate and on the
south side of the street or highway what I teke to be Hadrlan's
diteh 18 for a short space partly visible and I believe the
raised footway there has been upon the North Agger. For a little
gpace again everything relating to Hadrian's vallum does quite
disappear till near the quarry house some faint mark of the dltch

and North Agger begin to appear, but chiofly the latter.  And
this atate of the Vallum extends to Benwellyfort”. _;?
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remaing of an old castle rather than of a town aa aome supposed.
?ﬁmnﬂét&ans,vwhiah he took to be houses, were everywhere to be seen.
A»ﬁile beyond the fort the "praetentura® bégan 1o be more distinet
eap$eimily at Denton Ludden {(Lonnen) end Chapel Hall (house) which
preaumably infars that up to that paint it was st best merely traceable.
At Wslbottle however he wae eble to see the "treu forme“ of the stone
kall and tnvprcdu&a a sketoh showlng three courses of stone work
provruding above the mass of rubbish covering the lower facingavan
either side of the Wall, 1Indeed he hod reasen to belléve that in some
plages the Well wes étanding nine or ten fest high. The breadth he
gives as eight feet though 4t is pointed out in Footnote 22, p.234;, that
wherever it has been possible to @xamine the Well in thie gector it has
“baen fauﬁd to be upwardg of nine feet thick. Thers were; $ir John
GOn&lﬁdaﬂ, fbw‘glaees known to him on the whole course of the work&
where Wall and "th&t Ditch oalled “Hadrian's" sppesred to better advanta&e
than betwean wgibettle village and a deep gell (gill) to the west of it.
An asoampanying sitetoh of a section through the remaina at this paint
shove both the mounds and dltches to be well defined and the wa11 to
have ﬁhraévaauraea of féoinga prejaaﬁing above & mass of fallen mateyiai.
This éeuld indicate an over~all helght of some four feet or more though,
ap wevshaliiaee preaéntl&, it mey be as well not to put too fine an
intarpnétaﬁioﬁ on the number of courses shown in Clerk's illustrations.
At Heddon the stone Qsll appsaréd *in all the perfection it can well have®
though, unfortunately, Sir John gives no further deseription except o
note that smong the rubbish were a few ornamental stonese and what, from

his sketoh, muast have been a centuriel stone; the letters, however, were



88,
‘80 worn as to be illegible.
From "Haddon Hell" he noted that the system ran towards Rudchester

Lo fort of about v150 ellea each gide"

where he found a large square
.whiah joinad th& Wall though alightly furthey shesd in aia acaaunt ‘he
makaa &t elear that the fort is part within end part without vthe
‘p#aeténﬁurau. ~ Another sketoh o£~a gection in this srea agein shovws
thres eoufaes of facings riaing 6léar'af the rubble round the foot of
the wall, and 80 aees yet a third at a point betueen Harlow Eill anﬁ
Halten Cheaters., It may well ha, of course, that the three courses

in each aase ere intended to give a general rather than an aetual
iﬁpraséian. Betueen the two lasi~named piaaas Clerk reported ‘the

fwerks te be very ewnspiaueua and that "in a plain for negr a mile thqy
maka @ nsw and very magnifiaent appearance" a remark aacompaniad by

the bhird.og the abqvg-menticnad sketches. Indeed Bﬁppﬁr&ing teati&qny,
ag 10 the atatequ thé Wall in'this area is far fraﬁ laekiﬁéa' Oné of
the inaets of the official Survey of 1749 illuatrates_a'length ef-thé‘
Wall “ae it na& appaaré 8 mile west of Harlow Hiliﬁ and shows rour
gourses of maeonry topped by a mass of bush-grown core, while Gordon

in his Itiaerarium Septantrionale, page ‘]2, says “Near Harlow Hill, the
Turff wall comes within 175 paces of Severua®s.  About 100 paces further
West of this ?laea; the some Stone W@il appears véry‘aonépiéunus; béihé*‘ 
abaaﬁ 9 fbat high, though the square Stones, or Quifacings of the wail ‘
are not abave'twe.ﬂoufsea inhire"; It may seem strange ﬁhat naiﬁger |
Gordon nor Glerk appear to have seen the portion of Wall shown on the

Survey though it may well be that twenty five years later ﬂémpbell’and

1. Chesters is described in similar insccurate terma;‘



3%,
Debeig haé the remaina unaovered to ga&n & al&arer 1dea of their
¢empasition. Indeed it 13 even within the bounds of possibility
' that they wished to form some estimate af the amount 0£ atone ’
availabla on the Wall and in thia parti@ular seator the quantity
muat have been considarabla.

At Hal%an &hielda %ir Juhn obserVed " 8 small antient atructure“
.which resembled an oven. and whiuh, 68 Fbctnote 31 nn.page 336 of Pror.
Birley's artiale points out, is probably exaetly what it was in |
assoei&tiﬁn with milecastle 20 The Wall in these parts still
retained four or five eanraea of hewn stone, indeed "o within a mile
ar porta Gate® the entire system had the same remarkable appearance a8
e had noted east of Helton Shields.  Here, taa, were the grass grown N
ruins af graat buildings whieh we nee& hame na hasitatian in aaaigning
to ﬂaltan*chesters fort. Again a little furthar west and he came to -
the intersection of Dﬁre atreet {“a Réman nassey way") and the wall, .
point which he mistskenly designated “port Gate" 1. aa believed that
the eroseing was so~eal;ed from “a‘porte that has been in £hé pkaetentura
though he gives no daseriptibn of anyjassneiatea fortificaiiana. ?f

l. The setusl Porigate de at least half amile to the west of the

modeyn crossroads and about querter of a mile south of the Wall.
Footnote 33, p.237, polnts this out mnd lays responpibility for
the originel error upon Werburton's map of Northumberland {1716).

If Clerk relied upon Warburton he would not be the last to be
decelved by himl

e Hersley, on the other hand, mentxans a square aastellum lying
half within and helf without the VWall, p.142 Brit.Rom.
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Continuing westward; Bir John noticed a tower witﬁin the Wall but
gives no measuremente; however, as the associated mounds and ditches
appeared "very magnificent®, its location wag no doubt in that sector
not far west of Stagshaw crossroads where even yet‘the earthyorks
appear to such advantage. Indeed he was g0 impressed by the condition
of the system 5etween 'Portegate' and the NoxthiTyne'( a distance which he
under-estimated at three miles) that he formed the opinion, doubtless
based on a miﬁconéeptien ss to the wall's érigihal dimensions that "scarse
anybhing® had been carried away from it. Of the same sector Gordon
obgerved that the two walisl' trun vastly great" to a village called
St. Oswald on the Hill Head. At Chesters Sir John noticed the remains
of both bridge and fort though once again we need not labour ﬁhe gcint
that he regarded tﬁe latter ss square, “about 150 elles esach siden, 2
What is nmore surprising, aspecially in view of the interesting

gs

deseription he gives later 6f Housesteads, ’,18 that at Chesters he

found nothing of any psrticular merit and of’tﬁe bath=house makes no
mention whatever. Further west he found the system “yery entire for
several miles", defaced only by the raveges of time, and with the stone
wall standing to & similar heigﬁt and thickness as he had observed before.4'

1. Presunably the earthworks of the Vallum as well ag the Wall.
In this area Gordon mentiona & "watch touwer" sixty foot square
and 1356 paces west of Portgate - evidently milecastle 23. A
little way beyond was yel another wabtehtower and then another,
both of dimensions similar to the first. These would be
milecastles 24 and 25 as he had not yet reached 8t. Oswald's.

2. As at Rudchester.

3. Though in Footnote 38, p.239, it is congldered that the account
may not be entirely his oun.

4, Presumably in the Poptgate = St. Oswald Sector.
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in the same sector Gordon nqi%ced VYhat for three miles after leaving
Walwlek the remains were "in greater perfection and magnificence" than
anywhéré elge between the two smeas.

As we have reached the point where Military Road and Roman Wall
diverge. we need follow Sir John no further. Imperfect as hig account
and those of others may be, they fuxnish abundant evidence that in the
first half of the eighteenth century mile upon mile of the Wall, in
varying states of preservation, still remained in the eastern sector,
80 that when we contemplate the magnificent works of restoration that
have been carried out elsewhere on the lihe and which, even allowing
for the depfedations of eighteénth and nineteenth century buil&era,
might easily have been paralléled heﬁe too, we cannot buit feel acutely

_dismayed by the wholemale destruction that the meking of this new road

was to involve.

To continue our acoount we must turn once abain to VQlume 26 of
1.
Journals of the House of COmmons. The petition in respect of the

propoged road was presented to the House on 4th Mareh, 1750 (51),2' when
the Chancellor of the Egchequer, by £he Sovereign's command, informed
Members that his Majesty, who had already been made aware of the contents
of the said petition, recommended it to them "to do therein" as they

should think fit. 4 full account of the document has already been
e

given above but in our present context its substance should perhaps

be repeated. It wes to the effect that whereas Newcastle and Carlisle

ll 1).87‘

2+ A remark in Newcastle General Mugazine of March, 1751, that
8ir Wm. Middleton presented the Petition is thus not confirmed
by the official account.

Je pepe 8 and 9.
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vere situated on the two principal pussoges from the northern to the
southern parts of the xingdom, the road between them, lying as it did
thréugn thinly populated aﬁd_almaat»unauitivqtsd country, was

frequently impassable and always inconvenient for troops and ¢arriaeges,
buping the recent rebeliion and on other oacesions it had been found

that the two passages could not be properly guarded without free
conmupdcation between them at all times. jack of such communication

had resulted in great danger to the kingdom and since the required
- road could not be laid or thé exponse et without the ald and authority
of Parliament, leave was agcordingly sought to bring in a bill for the
leying of a highwey é@tween the two towns.

We shakl see presently thet it was not considered possible even}

to repudr the existing "road" by the normal means, and €0 some
explanation of current praatiaas'wau&a sean appropriate before ve resch
that point,  In 1999, in the reign of mMary, Parliament had passed the
firet of & long series of Acts by wkieh control of highways was ultimately
brought under the public authorities. This Aet had imposed upon each
parish the duty of maintaining the roads within its boundaries under pain
of heavy ting, and of appointing two pérsons‘tm act a8 surveyors and
ard&ierﬁ of the work of mending such roads gvery year. These "surveyors"
might cell upen iohabltants for all necessary asslstence, lndeed every
owner of a toan of hopses or oxen was supposed to send it with one cart,
and two ablewbodied men for four consscutive dsys® work on the roads

each year. Uthey residents were required to work themselves or find a
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substitute for the ssme period and surveyors had to superintend work
and arrange for the supply of gravel and siones for repairse They had
likewise to report any who failed to do their work and collect fines
‘imposed upon the shirkers, the money bhus obiained being uéed for the
upkeep of the roadss For their unenviable task the surveyors received
no galary and for failing to dccept duties which might involve them in
considerable expense and unpopularity, they faced the alternative of a.
fine of five pounds! This statute vas reaffirmed by an Aot of 1562
while another of 169l imposed m voad rate. In practice, however, roads
remained dependent upon the system of unpsid statulory lebour since this
wes preferred to a eampﬁlsery road rate.  Labourers with tesms, of
gourse, continued 1o do their best to see that the anlmale were not
fatigued while workmen deliberately idled awsy their time. Not without
redson were they dubbed "the parish loiterers®.  Obviously surveyors
might, {hrough Llack of ekill or knowledge, be unable to see that work
was done properly and go an Act of 1773 authorised pasid "Surveyors of
Highﬁayé"“‘ Too often the task had ‘been left to such psople as Parish
overseers with the result that road-meking hed languished under the
double burden of vnskilled aupérvisiun and wowilling labour. The real
trouble was that there existed no effective highway wuthority either
local or gentral and the parishes, perhaps not without some Justification,
never reslly aaw‘why'ﬁhey'shanla be respongible for thé upkeep of rouds
m&iﬁly‘uaaé‘by t?aweli$rs"fram & distences |

A method of meking the users pay for the roads wes the levying of
tolls bub although these had actually been authorised as early as the
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fourteenth century no regular system had been introduced till the
seventesnth when Turnpike Trusts were set up, esch with the duty of
making and repalring s certain plece of road. To pay the expenses
of such wark the truata vers authorised to colleet tolls from users
and, unpepular a8 tha turnpikes aften wers, there followed in the -
signteenth century a spate of road building such ag had never before
been uifnessed. Indeed, between 1760 and 1750 some. four hundred Road
1
Aets were passad, betwean 1751 and 179G some slxteen hundred. ;"
When the Petit&an had bsen reed it was referred to a ﬁnmmittee
to examine and pronounce upon the "Matber of Pect® gontained within it.
This Committes aansiéteé of over Tifty ﬂemiﬁateﬂ,membara 2f a8 well as
all others who served for the s#ix northern counties. They were to meet
at five that pame afternoon in the Speaker's chamber and to have power
"to send for Persons, Papers and Records®  Persons swnmoned were
evidently Major General Cholmondeley, Colonel Seabright, Captaln Morgan
and & Mr. Thomss Sayer. The first three had all been on the ill-fated
Hoxhen march with wWade {indeed Seabright had been one of his gldes.)
ke Trevelyen. Tng. goe. Hist, p 362,
%e ‘they were Sir Wm. Middleton, Mp. Charles Frederick, Lord Dupplin,
Mr. Allgood, 8iv John Ligonier, Mr. Earle, Mr. Rowes, Mr. Plumptre,
Mr. Ridley, Lord Ceorge Sackville, Mr. Vane, Golonel Conway,
Bir Wm. Blacket, Lord Bury, Mr. Wilson, Colonel Boscawen,
#ir John Peonington, Mr. Lytielton, Mr. Lane, #ir. Grenville,
Lord Barrington, Mr. Gampbell of Calder, Mr. Fane, Mr. Jennlson,
Mr. West, Mr. Ellison, Mr. Nugent, mr. Secretary st War,
Lord Granby, Mr. Thornton, Mr. Lambton, Mr. Barber, Sir John
Mordaunt, Mp. Hardinge, Lord Downe, Mr. Comptroller,
Lord Hilsborough, Bir John Cuet, Mr. Mondy, Lord Hobart,
bord Gage, Mr. Piit, Mr. Hempden, Mr. Lyster, Lord John Murrsy,
Qolonel Hadlane, Mr. Lowndes, Mr. Thornbagh, Mr, Shutileworth,

mr. Qooke, Mr. Edward Montegu, Mr. Vyner, Mr. Mellish,
Mree Lievs GG\\@X‘.
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snd on Bth Merch Sir Wm. Middleton included the evidence of all four
meén in the course of his report from the committee to the House,
Cholmondeley had informed them
"rhat during the Time of the late Hobellion, he marched with
- the Proops from Newcastle, which were ordered to Qariisle to

intercept the Rebels 3 ‘That on the First Day the Yroops set out

at Seven in the uorning. and 4% was Eleven at Night before they

srrived at Ovinghem, which 48 only kight Miles from Newcastlef

end the next pay they set out et the seme time, and merched to

‘Hexham, where they did not errive tiil fleven of the Clock at

Night, and the Carriages did nat come in till next day: S

fhat the bistance from Newaastls 1o ﬂexham is no more than
- gixteen computed Miles; and in good Rosd an Army will merch

Sixzteen Miles in Eight Hours; that the Neason of this Delay was

the Badness of the Rond, which was almost xmpaasable for the

Gerriages, and quite s0 for artillary.
it will be noticed that Cholmondeley dissgrees with Henderson 2 as t0
the time of departure, ond, ss we have alresdy remerked, ssye 'Ovinghen’
and not ‘Ovington's  He aleo under-estimates both distances but perhaps
detsils had become less sharp with the passing of the years. Seabright
ang Horgan had both confirmed the Gunersl's observations, Soabright
adding that if the roed were passabie for troops snd earriages, an
army might march {rom WHewcastle Vo (ariisie in less time than they
aauld.frgm.aﬁiﬁburgh ) Garsisle. Ed Abl three wers agraa&’upon
the importance of open communications between Newcastle and Qariisle
“for the commodicus Passage of {roops on any future ocgaaibn."

Ao Jﬁur’o aﬁ@u Gﬁmmc Vol. sz p.ilgo

2 8ee abovey p.be

3. ‘ihe force of thip remark wou&d not be iost upon
hip hearers.
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Ssyer had informed the Committes that he wap well acquainted with the
mad _i-‘rom ﬁar;igxa %o Hexham, whieh was mostly through an apen country
with very Tow houses, not one part in ten of the ésam road being through
incloged grmmdm | that the ‘a?unt.r,)_r was;raeky, mountainous and bogey
and sbsolutely ifmpassable béth in Summer and Winter for heavy carrisgesj
and that“there were geversl ‘waters in the ssid rond which frequently
overtiowed and rendered it mpassable. o _‘

Having hesard the evidence of thesge four men the committee had
concluded that it was impossible to repair the roed by the ordinary
sourse of law, or even by ezfa‘amﬁg turnpikes thereon, | |

it being open in some parts for fwenty Miles together, so that

the Payment of the ‘folls might easily be evadedi but covld they be

‘gollected, the Gountry having Little Commerce, and being uncultiveted,

4 very small Ingome would arise therefrom, the Inhabitants for
fyenty Miles togethér, not being able to furnish Forty Carriagee
towards the Hepair of the said koadj thers being in sOme Parts no
House to be ‘Been for fen oy fwelve M.laa together, *
It was then ordered that the Report be referred to a Committee of Supply
anid when thig met on 2204 April a sum not exeeeding £3,000 was granted
towardé the gost of the road. ‘The House, sitting as such, then heard
the report and ordéred that leave ghould ve 'givén to bring in a bili for
.ﬁhe laying out, making and keeping in repair of @ road suitable for the
passage of Lroops and carriages betwean'ﬁarlifs;te snd Neweaat.ié, which
bill @ir wm, Middleton, Sir John Mordaunt, hr. Allgood, Sir Vialter Blacket,
sir Qhamw Howard, calqna;l s_tggwi:g. m:. Ridiey énd Mrs R&bart,’ Ord vere
ingtrueted to preparé and :Lntrqgmm & further order requirsd these sume
gentlemen to méery&aw within the bill the msscluﬁun of the mmm-imeé

of supply. their inetructions were executed without delay for a week
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later, on 20th 4pril, Slr william presented the Bill for its First
Reading and it was resolved that it be réad a second time. The Bill
rung %o nearly forty pages but it ig probably safe to assume that once
local detalls had been settled and embodied, much of the c¢ontent of
such bille was largely repetitive. 1t could searcsly be otherwise
in view of the mumber of Highway Acts that cécﬁpied perliamentary

time at this perliod.

On the 3rd May,l' after an vheventful Seond Reading, 1t was
ordered that the Bill should po to Committee and that this should
conslet of the whole House. The date arranged was & week lLater
{"this day seven-night") and when the Houge had resclved itself on
10th May Lord Dupplin took the chair of the Committee. Upon the
Spesker's return his lordship was able to report tha{ they had mede
some progress on the Bill and that he was directed o move that they
might have leave to sit ggaine A further session in Committee was
then ordered for the following morning, Saturday, llth May, and this
took place only after an earlier attempt had, for some unspecified
roason, ended in postponement. Lord Dmpplin again tock the chair
and later, when the Spesker had resumed bis place, reported from the
Comnittee that they had yone through the Bill and made several
amenduents which he had been directed to report whenever it ehould
pleage the House to recelve them. It was ordered that this should
be upon the fellowing Mondsy morning and, on 13th May, nuppliﬁ read
the report in his place and then delivered the Bill with the

1. %’.201, Jour. Hse. Qomme, Val.é_,’&.
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amendments at the Qlerk'$ table. Here the Report wag reéd again
and several of the amendments, after being read a‘aecand time, were
sgreed to by the House. There foilewed ﬁ pause,'dﬁring whiah a membaer
tovk hisléatha, then the’ramainder of tﬁe anehdméhts received a second
reading and, with én altefétion to mhé, were 1ikeﬁise agreaed. It was
then ordersd that the‘ﬁili,.with amend&énts, ghould be 'ingrossed! .
The Third Resding took place on l6th My when one further amendment
was agreed.l' The Bill wéaléméndeé ét the Table and it.Wae resolved
that it should pass end that iﬁﬁ iitle should be "An Act for laying
out, making, and keeping in repair‘a Road proper for the Passage of
Troops and Carriages from the City of Carlisle, to the Town of Newcastle
upon Tyne.®  Biy willism Mi&dietoﬁ was then ordered to carby the Bill
to the Lérds and desire thelr eanuurfence. This was speedily forth-
coming for en 22nd May, 1751, the Royél Agsent was granted and in less
than one month the Bill had cempleﬁed all iﬁa stages and emerged as
an aet of the Ywenty Fourth Year of George Il
Singe the document is such a lengthy one wé can only consider
the wore periineni éataiié. When stripbed of iia VGrbiage,the presmble
echoes the peneral tonuws of the Pebition emphasising that such a road
could not be lald except at public cost ah& with the sanction of
Parliament but anticipating.th&t when finighed maintenance would be
recovered by the levying of tolls and duties. Next comes the list
1. The neture of smendments ls not reported but in this instance

a row of asterisks has been ilnserted as though the orlginal
intention had been otherwise. Perhaps the text was lost.
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of Commissioners and Trustees for Cumberland, some three dogzen being

mentioned by name,band in addition the Dean and Chapter of Carlisle,

and the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen “for the time being", also the

Chancellor and Archdeacon.  They are to be responsible for
"surveying, appointing, ordering, laying out, making, and
finishing o much of the sald road ms does or shell lie in
the County of Cumberlend; and for melntalning, preserving,
supporting, repairing the ssme when made, and also for
putting in execution all the Powers and Authorities in and
by the Act granted snd given go fay as the same relate %o
that part of the seid intended road which doth or shall lie
in the County of Cumberland. "

A similar charge in respect of their own founty ie laid upon the
Commissioners for Northumberland who run to nearly four hundred nemes
and range far and wide over the ares, covering prectically every family

L.
of note.  Also to be included are the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen
and Sheriff of the Town and County of Newcastle, the Bsiliffs of
Morpeth and the Chamberlain of Alnwick, all “for the time being".
Hext comes the general course which the roed is to follow from the
West Gate of Newcastle to the Scotch Gate at Carlisle; 2 though, as
we have already noted, the amctual course betuween specified points is
to be left to the discretion of the Commissioners.

The first meeting of the Cumberland Commlissioners or any seven
or more of them ie to be held upon the twenty fourth of June, 175,
at the Carlisle Town Hall and that of the Northumberlend Commissioners
upon the seme day at Newcastle Moot Hall, Thereafter they shall meet

1. Tor additional comment also see above peDe
2« See above, p.28,
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‘at the same place or any other‘faund convenient, as often as seems
nacessary for putting the sct into exesution. Whén meetings are

to be re~arranged because of lack of numbers present, the new date

iz to be within fifteen days of the;original and theClerk shall give
at least ten dayg' notice of the same through the medium of the Press.
Commissioners shall bear their own expenses at all neetings and before
agting in thelr official capacity nmust take the following daﬁhfél.

"1 A.Bs do swear {or being One of the People called Quakers, do
solemnly-deelare—and-affirm) That I tealy and bona fide heve an

Estate in Law or Iquity, to and for my own Use snd Benefit, consigt~

ing of ¥Freehold or Copyhold Lands, Tenements, or Hereaditsments, of

the elear yearly value of One hundred Pounds, above all Reprizes.®
Officers such as Treasurers, Surveyors, and Clerks are %o be appolnted
and salaries alloweds  Accounts ave to be kept and presented to the
Commissioners four times a year (or more often if required) and coples
of accounis and oontracts delivered to each House of Parliament within
thirty days after the opening Qf e§ery gession. AU this point
Commigsioners sre wmade responsible '_i‘o‘:r S/iewing lands and deoiding upon
the actual course of the roa62 which is to be no less than twventy
seven feet wide wherever conditiOns allow.

A number of clauses follow concerning such matiers as scquiring
materlals, making satisfuction tovpunerSg removing amoyances in the
roady digglnﬁ ditches, purchasing of land and resolvlny of differences,
These were probably usual in most Highway Acts and need not detain us
though it is noteworthy that in s&me instances xlve instead of seven

1. Penalty for newlect £l00. Newcaetle Journal of 15th June, 1751,

in reporting the vath comments, "gome difference occurs in the

meaning of the words “all Repr zes" which in their literal sense

specify all inanner of deductions or drawbacks. Mr.Jacob in his

Lav Dictlonary confines Rapri‘ "to ‘Rent Charges, Annuities, etoc.

upon manors or lands. But whether d person ought to swear aceording
- to Law or Reason is Left .to the: determination of the parties concerr

2e A highly relavant consi&er"lon‘mn apportioning blame for the
 utilisation of the Wall 1n1'he eastern seclor,
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be inferred from the eontracts that weére placed, or from~ensuihg press
notices and the like.,  With Cumberland the dese is different for the
minutes of many meetings do exlst end were found with the accounts
in the House of Lords Hevord Office. - We know, therefore, that at
their meeting of 24th June Uwenly three Cumberland Commissioners were
present of whem twenly were sworn thet day and the remainder ab
subsequent dates. IL was rescvlved that the offlces of CGlerk and
Treasuwrer should be combined and that Geovrge Pattinson should be
) ) : ‘i'
appointed at s salary of twenty pounds a yeur. The same meeting
appointed Mr. Richard Waller as Surveyor st o salary of forty pounds a
year and ordered the newly appointed Ireasurer o send for twenty five
dopies of the Act for the use of Commissicners,  The meeting wes then
adjourned till nine o'clock the following day when only eleven of the
Commnigsioners met at the Bush in Carlisle and resolved,
*thet the making of the Noad.do begin at John Bowsteade house
at Stanwix bank. That it be Cmrried the whole way in a8 sireight
- {thus) a Direction ms the ground will admitt. That it go along
the lane to Luke Pishes, Thence thro' Widow Bell's Close by Draw
Pikes, thro Drow Dikes Groundg to the Wood bridge near Landelot
Clemigons from thence thro Mr. Hosking Ground to the 2 ashes in
Grosby Lane by High Crosby, from High Crosby over Newby Moor to
the River Irthing ab theford near Ruleholme,"
It was further resclved to advertise in the Newcastle papers that the
roed would be contracted for by the mile and thal Mr. Waller would

Ze

attend those willing to undertake. They were to deliver thelr

1. Wr. Alderman Blamlre was his guarantor.
2. MNo mention is made of any propossls recelved in time
for the meeting of the 24th June.
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proposals, sesled, to George Pattinson and atternd a meeting on Tuesday,
16th July,at the Bush in Carlisle. Similar conditions would apply
to any pereons willing to build a bridge over the Mill beck in Draw
Dikestieid, the bridge to be six yards wide and each end to be as
wide as the road. The meeting wes then adjourned till ten o'vlock
on Tuesday, 1bth July, at the Bush, the house of Esther Pattinson.

‘ The notice appeared in Newcastle Courant on Hth June and at the
ensulng meeting on 16th July it was declided to contract for the making
of the road with John Byers, Thos. Wetherington, Isaac Byers, Jchnr
Byers younger, and Benjamin Byers.  The Treasurer was to pay them
from tine to time such sums of money as the Surveyor should certify
as due o them and to provide them with such toolg and barrows uas he
{the Surveyor) should consider necessary. In the ensuing agreement
of the game date the Rev, John Waugh, the Rev. Robert Grahem, Henry
Aglionby, Joseph Decre, Mountague Terrer, William Millbourne, the
Rev. William W. Jackson, John Brown and Jos. Nicolson represented
the Cumberland Commissioners. Work from Bowstosd's houss to the
two ash treeg at the end of Parkbroom Lane leading to Low Crosby was
to be completed by 25th December.  The width of the rosd was to be
twenty seven feet from ditch to diteh and the stone work in the
middle twenty feet wide. The latter wss also to be fifteen inches’
thick in the centre, teapering to five inches at the edges, the slgze
of stones to be decided by the furveyor, and the vhole to be gravelled
and wade to the satisfaction of the Burveyor and éeven commigsioners.

The contractors were also to make the ditches a yard wide, or ss
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directed by the Surveyor, snd to be respongible for maintaining the
roag for one y@ar{' Payment was to be at the rate of twelve shillings
for ecvery seven yardsy and, as no reference 1s made to the retention
of any part of that sun pending completion of work, the terms agreed
wera morevganerous thap proved to be the case in Northumberland.  Even
80y minutes of the next meeting reveal that the rate of twelve shillings
was probably not arrived at w;thout keen bargaining. The document
was then signed and sealed by the partners (all of whom apparently
came from Yorkshive) in the presenge of Pattinson and Waller.

The next meeting was arranged for Thursday, 18th July, when seven
comnissioners were present Lo and:it*was‘brdered that money granted by
Parllament should be deposifed with Sir Richard Hoare and Company,
Barkers 1n London, and paid to the Treasurer as and when directed by
the writbten vrder of seven Or more commissioners. It wag further
lordered that the Clerk shouid, in accordange with the fet, serve notice
in writing to all owners of ground through which the road was to pass
requiring them to attend the next meeting on Mondsy, 12th August, to
contract for the sale of as much ground as 1t might be necesssry to
purchase. It was also placed on record that all the Commlssioners
present yhen the ccntraet‘with Byers and the others was made had sgreed
that if the latisr appesred to have a bad or losing bargain at twelve

shillings a rood the matter would be further considered upon completion

1. Sir phillp Musgrave, Reve Mr. Graham,
Dr. John Waugh Mr. Joseph Nicolson
Henry Aglionby, Senr. Esqs will. Millbdurne, ¥aq.

Meuntague Terrer, Log.
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of the road sv that the contractors might have a reasonable satisfaction.
This had been occasioned by the fact that “the Persons who came out of
Yorkshire to Contract for the Msking of the Road" had combined and
demanded what was considered to be the exorbitant price of tuenty
lshillings per reod.l' In bringing them down to twelve the commissioners
had evidently been obliged to meke some such concession.  The meeting
vae then adjourned to the date slready stuted.

To pursue the Minutes of the Cumberland Comuissioners much further
wuuid obviously be 1o exceed the limits of the present stﬁdy but it s
interesting to note that at the next meeting {12th Aug.) the nine
commissioners present ocoupled themselves with an authorisation to
the London bankery, Sir Richard Hoare, to receive the sum of one thousand
pounds on thelr behalf from the Tressury and 2 request to the Lords
Commissioners of the Treasury {o psy the said sun b Hoare.  Another
request was addressed to George Irton, High Sheriff of Cumberland,
desiriné him to empanel a jury of twenty four to appear before the
Commissioners "at the house of Esther Pattinson at the sign of -the
Bush® on Saturday 17th Auge 2 Yet another was to Hoare to pay five
hundred pounds, after receipt of the tﬁousand, to Georpe Pattinson,
the Clerk and Treasurer. A fooinote, however, dated 9th éept. states
that 8ir Richard hag refused to be concerned in recelving the money

1. According to the Shorter Dxférd Bnge Dict. a rood might vary

locally from 6 to 8 yards. = These minutes shoy that the
Cumberland Commissioners regarded it as 7 yards.

2+ When required they would value land through which the roed
passed, 88 indicated above.
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" and that Mr. Gislingham Cooper of the Strand is appointed by the
Ccmmissicﬂ@rs in hie steads Not until the ssme date was the matier

of the bridge over the Mill beck settled when Richard Bell, Arch. Thompsaon,
and Jos. Roblnson undertook to erect the game for forty six pounds.

At the Newcastlo end of the proposed road events had moved at a
brisik pace and at the meetlng held on 24th June agresuent was evidently
reached with four men regarding the laying of the road; though the
contract was not slgned until 2nd November. The agreement was between
William Digge, George Delavel, Iobert Shaftoe, Gawen Aynsley,

John Blagkett, Joghua Douglas, and Idward ward‘for the Comuissioners
and Christopher Lightfoot of Morton™"Hell in Yorkshire, Thomas Lightfoot
of Groatham Bridge in the gsame County, Jemes Paui of Rookby 2 algo in
Yorkehire andfobert Rowntree of Gainsforths' in County Durham, whereby
Christopher Lightfoot and his paitnera would make the road from
Neweastle as far as cumberlané. The specification wzs nmuch the same
as for Cumberland exctept_in»- one detaii and this would partly account
for the wide margin bet&een the twé agreed prices per rood. As in
Cumberland, and indeed a8 the Aet r@quired; the road was to be twenty
seven feet broad from diteh to aitch4° but the sioneywqulwas only

to bs sixteen feet in width as against ﬁwenty iﬁ Cumberland, though
the thickness was sgain to be fift@&nriﬂchSS‘at ihe crown declining
to five inches ot the extremities. _From‘ﬁéwéastle to Fast Denton

1. Perhaps Morton neér Northélle?ton.~“ -

2¢ Poassibly Rokeby, 3 mls. 8.5, of Barnard Castle.

3+ Probably Gainford between Barnard Castle and Darlington.

4. Both authorities interpret the statutory width ag
belng from ditch to ditch.
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the road was to be covered with three‘iﬁches of "proper gravell" and
likewiae?thereaftei whén gravel cbuld be obtained within a‘diatance
of one und a>quarteb miless Where 1t coﬁld not, then “best quarry
rubbish" or other materisls svailable within the distance speuified
might be used ét the Surveyor’a‘discrétion, S&Qﬁea were to be laid
at, three‘diffarént‘timea in three proportionable courses with euch
courge broken smalll® and ss the Surveyor should direct, For go
laying the road and keeping it in repuir for three yesrs the coniragtors
were to recelve the sum of aight'shillings for every roodl  Payment
would be made when completed work had been measured and certified by
the Surveyor and even tﬁen‘sixpenqe'par rood'wogld be retained for
three years and only paid upon ihe‘sétisféctory discharge of sll the
articles of a@reement.v Yo moke easief the'"passage of Artillery,
Heavy Corrisges and other carriages" a further sum of fifty two pounds
ten shillings was to be paid for adgustmeﬂt ta the graai@nt of Benwell
: ‘_’Hiil in accordance w1th 8 plan B accompanylng the contract.
pgreement on these matteﬁe ﬁad eﬁideﬁtly beenvverbal in the first

 place 5inee the document, as alruady stated, is dated 2nd Nov. 1751
and was s;bneﬁ by Chrxstogher Liwhtfoot in bhe proesence of John
Tweddell, clerk to the commissianerﬁ v On the game day Lightfoot

L. Lvidently consciences were nat over tendsr where the
remaing of the Wall could be utilised as a ready-laid
foundationd
2, Slnee construction of the road iz intended to form the

subject of a subsequent study 1t is not proposed to
introduce plana at thls stage. .
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. . . .
received £300 "on account" for work already dones tlso signed
that day in the presence of Pweddell and John Brown the surveyor, was

an agreement by Thomas Layburn of Wolsingham and Williaw Wheatley of
. 3.

Lanchester to build two bridges, one over Hewburn Doon {thus) and
the other over Denton Dean and though this matter scmewhat anticipates
events it is none-the-less of importance in revealing the name of the
Surveyor. As the notiee in the Courent anmnouneing the meeting of the
Northunberland Commissioners 6n.June 24th is signed by Cuthbertsén,
Deputy Clerk of the Peace, and a notice in the issue of Julykéth. 1751,
corvening a meeting of trustees on ﬂpécial affairs appesrs over the
name of Johh Tweddle {probably a printer's error since the name is
spelled 'Tyeddell' in the accounts and in other notices) it is
reasonable to auvsume that Tweddell ond Brown had been appointéd
{28 were their Cumberland collesgues) at the firet meeting.
Ihdeed the agsunption ig strengthened by a notice which appenred in
the Newcastle Journal of the week June 8th-15th and headed "Hexham,
June 12th 17%1%. It was signed by Fdward Roberts who draws attention
to the first meeting ol the trustees fixad for June 24th aud,
tapprehending® that the Comelissioners will appolnt some person
to be their Clerk and Treasurer, offers himself as a candidate and
begs the favour of the trustees who ghall be pleased to appesr on

1. If ve deduct £50.10. 0. from this sum then the remainder at

/6 per rood represents about 24 miles of completed road, or

roughly the distance from the Westgate 1o the nelghbourhood
of Benwell Hill.

2. 'The same seven persons again represented the Northumberland
commi gsioners. ‘
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that cccasiond His'appealkfailed to ha&e thé desired effect for
Tweddell, as the accounts make clear, combined the offices of Clerk
and Treasurer and though little as yet appears'to be known abeut him
the same is not true of Brown. \Vehave already seen above (p.34) how
his address of "Kirkharle" provided the clue to his identity as elder
brother of "Capabiiity“ and how he held this appointment until 1757.

© With mention of Tweddell snd Brown's appointmenté our present
study really terminates. The‘peiition'for'a road from Newcastle to
Carlisle‘had been sucecessful. The survey had been madé, the et
paésed, the money granted, the coﬁmisaioners namned, the officials
appointed and the “undertakers" engagéd. | At fhe Hewcastle end, as
}that month's issue efvthe‘GéneralvMagaiine,reported, construction of

the road began on 8th July, 1751,
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