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AN OPsI LATTAR 0 THS CHERISTIAT NOBILITY CF
WIs GoRIl NATTIOW

The Universities also necd a good, thorough reforzafiona
I must say it nc matter whoa it vexes-for everything vhich
the papacy has instituted and ordercd is diroctcd only to-
wards the incrcasing of sin and error. het clse zre tac
universities, if their present condition remains uachanged,
than as the book of iiaccabees says, Gynna s ia 2 p h-
eborumet: Gracca glor iae, in wnich loosc
living prevails, the Holy Scriptures and the Caristian relth
are little taugnt, and tho-blind, heathen szstor .ristotle
rules alone, evon amorc than Christ. In this regzard ay
advice would be that .ristotle’s Physics, e tu -
physics, Onthe Soul, @t hic s, vnich have
hitherto been thought his best books, should be altogetasr
discarded, togethcr with all the rest of ais books vhich
boast of treating the things of nature, althouzh nothing
can be learned from Tthem either of the things of nuture or
the things of the Spirit. Lioreover no one has so far under-
stood his meaning, and many souls have becen burdenced with
profitless labor and study, at thé cost of xuch precious
time. I venture to say that any potter h.s more knowledge
of nature than is written in these books° It grieves nc

+o the heart that this damned, conceited, rascally heathen
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has with his false words deluded and made fools of so many
of the best Christians. God has sent higih plaguc upon
us for our sins.

Why, this wrcteched man, in his best book, O n the S o u 1,
teaches that the soul dies with the body, althouzh many have
tried with vain vords to savé his reputation. As thousgh e
had not the Holy Scriptures, in which we are abundantly
instructed about all things, and of them Aristotle hud not
the faintest inkling! And yet this dead heathen has congquered
and obstructed and almost suppressed the books of the living
God, so that when I think of this miserable business I can
believe nothing else than that the evil spirit has introduccd
the study of Aristotle.

again, his book on 2t h i ¢ s is the ﬁorst‘of all books
It flatly opposes divine grace and all Christian virt@ess,
and yet it is considerecd one of his best works. .awvay with
such books! Keep them away from all Christians! Let no one
accuse me of exaggeration, or of condemning what I do not
understand! Ily dear friend, I know well whercof I speak. I
know my ..ristotle as well as you or the likes of you. I have
lectured on him and heard lectures on him, and I understand
him better than do St. Thomas or Scotus. This I can say
without pride, and if necessary I can prove it. I care not

that so many great minds have wearied themselves over hiam

for so many hundre¢ years. Such objections do not disturb

o



e as once they did; for it is plain as day thet othor
'errors have remained for even more centuries in the vorlad
and in the universities.,

I shoﬁld be glad to see Aristotlefs books on L o giec,
RhetoricandP oet ics retained or used in an
abridged form; as text-books for the profitable training
of young people in speaking and preaching. But the coa-
mentaries and notes should be abolished, and as Cicero's
Rhetoricis read uithout commentaries ang notces, so
Aristotle's L 0 g i ¢ should be read as it is, without such
a mass of comments. But now neither speaiing nor preaching
is learned from it, and it has become nothing but a disputing
and a weariness to the flesh.

Besidos this thers are the languages - Latin, Greek and
Hebrew - the mathematical disciplines and history. But all
this I give over to the spccialists, and, indecd, the reforn
would come of itself, if we were only seriously bent upon it
In truthg much depends upon it; for it is here that tho
Christian youth .nd the hest of our people, with hom tho
future of Christendom lies, are to be educated cnd traincd.
Therefore I consider that there is no work more vorthy of
pope or emperor than a thorough reformation of the universitics,

and there is nothing worse or more worthy of the devil than

unreformed universities.




unrefoﬁmed universities.

The medical men I lcave to reform their oun faculties;
the jurists and theologians I teke as my shure, cnd I say
in the first place, that it were well if thne canon lau, fromn
the first letter to the last, and especially the decretals,
were utterly blotted out. The Bible contains more than
enough directions for all our living, and so the study of the
canon law only stands in the way of the study of the Holy
Scriptures; moreover, it smagks for the most purv of nore
. avarice and pride. 3ven though there were much in it that
is good it might as well be destroyed for the pope has taken
thé whole canon luw captive and imprisoncd it in the “cnawber
of his heart®, so that the study. of it is henceforth a waste
of time and a farce. At present the danon law is not vhet
is in the books, but what is in the sweet will of the popc
and his flatterers. Your cause may be thoroughly established
in the canon law; still the pope has his scrinium pcctoris
and all law and the whole world must be guided by that. Now
it is ofttimes a knave, and even the devil hiaself, vho rulcs
this scrinium, and they boast that it is ruled by the Holy
Spirit?! Thus they deal'with Christfs unfortunate people.
They give them many laws and theunselves keep none of then,

but others they compel either to keep them or clse to buy

releaso.
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Since, then, the pope and his followers have suspcnded
the whole canon law, an& since they pay no hced to it, but
regard their own wanton will as ¢ law exalting thewm above
all the world, we ghould follow their examplc and for our
part also reject these books. 7/hy should wo waste our time
studying them? .e could never discover the vhols arbitury
will of the pope, which has now become the cenon lavw, .7
The canon law has arisen in the devil's name, lPt it =11
in the pame of God, and let there be no more doctores
decretorum in the world, but only doctorct scriniipapalis,
that is, "hypocriteé of the pope! It is said that there is
no better temporal rulo‘anywhere than znong the Turks vino
have neither spiritual nor temporal law, but caly their soran,
and we must confcss that there is no wmore shameful rule thon
among us, with our spiritual and temporal law, so that %herc
is no estate vihich lives according to the light of nature,
still less according to Holy Scripture.

The temporal luw,-God help us! what a uilderncss i%
has become! Thousgh it is much better, wiser and :iore rational
than the ®spiritual law® which has nothing good ubout it
except the name, still there is far H oo much of it. Surely
the Holy Scriptures and good rulers would be law coougi; as
St. Paul says in I Corinthians vi, ©Is therc no one among
you can judge his neighbor?s cause, tnat ye must go to lav
before heathen courts? It seems just to me that territorial
laws and territorial customs should take precedcnce of the

general imperial laws, and the imperial laws be used only in



case of necessity. .ould to God that as cvery land ncs its
own peculiar character, so it were ruled by its cwn briafl
laws, as the lands were ruled before these imnerial
lawis vere invented, wund wmany lunds are still rulcd without
them! These diffuse and far-fetcned lavis arc only a
burden to the people, @nd hinder causes uorc then they
help them. I hope, hoviever, tha®t others have given this
matter uwore thougiht and attention thaun I an avle to do,

luy friends the theologians have spared thewsslves
pains and labor; they leave the Bible in peace cnd read
the Sentences. I should think that the Sentenccs éught
to be the first study of young students in tieology ual
the Bible ought to be the study for the doctors. 3ut nou
it is turned around; the Bible comes first, cad is pub
asidc when the bachelor's degfee is reached, and t:re
Yentences coume lust. They are atbtached forecver o ©the
doctorate, and thut uith such & solean obliguticn thaat 2 :an
who is not a priest zuy indeed read the Bible, but tne
Sentences a-priecst must read. LA married mzn, I observe,
could be.a Doctor of the Bible, but under no circuistances
a Doctor of the Sentences. Jhat good fortunc can vIc
expect if we act so perversely and in this wiay put the
'Bible, the holy .jord of God, so far to the rear? L.OTEOVEr
the pope commands, with manﬂéevere'wprds, that his laws aro

to be read and used in the schools and the courts, but lictle
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is said of the Gospel. Thus it is the custoa that in the
schools and the courts the Gospel lies idle in tne dust
under the bench, to the cnd that the pope's harnful laus may
rule alone.

If we are called by the titls of toachers of Loly Lcrip-
ture, then we ought to be compelled, in accordance vith our
name, to teach the Holy Scriptures and nothing else althouzh
even this title is too proud and boastful and no one ought
to be proclaimed und crowned teacher of Holy Soripturé. Yet
it might be suffered, if the viork justified the naze, but now
under the despotisa of the Sentences, we find aacng the
theologians more of hoathen and human opinion than of tic
holy and certain doctrine of Scripture. :hat, then, a«rc we
to do? I know of no other vay than humbly to pray God to
give us Doctors of Theology. DPope, emperor und universitics
may make Doctors of Arts,_of ..edicine, of Laus, of the
Sentences; but be assured that no one will .uke a Doctor

of Holy Scripture, save oaly the Holy Ghost froir heicven, s

Christ says in John vi “They must all be taught of God [iimascli™

ifow the Holy Ghost does not concern Himself about red or

brown birettas or other decorations, nor docs He ask waether

one is old or young, layman, or priest, nonx or secular,
virgin or married; nay He spake of old by an ass, against

the prophet who rode upon it. -Jould God that we were uvortiy
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to have such doctors given us, vwhether they were layman

or priest, married or virgin. True, they nov try to force
the Holy Ghost into pope, bishops and doctors, although thore
is no sign or indication wvhatever thap,He is in then.

The number of theological books must also be lessencd,
and a selection made of the vbest of them. Tor it is not
many books or much reading that makes men learned; out it.
is good things, however little of them, often read, that
make men learned in the Scriptures, and make then godly, too.
Indeed the writings of all the holy fathers should be recd
only for a time, in order that through them we may be lcd
to ﬁhe Foly Scriptures. .s it is, however, ve read then
only to be absorbed in them and never coae to the Scripvures.
Je are like men who study the sign-posts and never travel
the road., The dear fathers wished, by their writings, to
lead us to the Scriptures, but we so use thea as to be led
away from the Scriptures, though the Scriptures alone ure
our vineyard in which we ought all to work and toil.

Above all, the foremost and most general subject of
study, both in the higher and the lower schools, should
be the Holy Scriptures, and for the young boys the Gospcl.
And would to God that every town had a girls® school also,
in which the girls were taught the Gospel for an hour cach
day either iﬁ German or Latin. Indeed the schools, monas-

teries and nunneries began long ago with that end in view,
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and it was a praiseworthy and Christian purpose, as ve

learn from the story of St. Agnes and other of the saints
That was the time of holy virg;ns and martyrs, and then it
was well with Christendom; but now they have come ©o nothing
but praying and singing. Ought not every Chrsitian at his
ninth or tenth year to know the entire holy Gospel from vhich
he derives his name and his life? 1\ spinner or & scawstress
teaches her daughter the ®ade  in ner early years; but nov
even the great, learned prelates «nhd bishops theiselves do
not know the Gospel.

0 how unjustly we deal with these poor young peoplec who
are comaitted to u; for direction «nd instruction! ¢ nust
give a terrible accounting for cur neglect to set the ;prd
‘0of God before thgm° They fare as Jeremidh says in Lanenta-
tions ii: “niné‘eyes are grown weary with weeping, ny bovols
are terrified, my liver is poured out upon the ground, bacausd
of the destruction of the daughter of amy people, for tie
youth and the children perish in all the streeta of thc wiole
city; they said to their mothers, ‘Jhere is bread cnd viine?
and they swooned as the wounded in the streets of the city
and gave up the ghost in their mothers’ bosoa¥., This pitiful
evil we do not see, how even now the young folk in the midst
of Christendom languish and perish miserably for want of tho

Gospel, in which we ought to be giving them constant instruc-

tion and training,
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ioreover, if the universitiesvere diligent in the
study of Holy Scripture, we should not send everybody there
as we do when all we ask is numbers, and everyone wishes to
have a doctor's degree; but we should send only the best
qualified students, who havé previously been vell traincd in
the lower schools. . prince or city council ougat to see
to this, and perait only the well qualified to bec sent. But
where the Holy Scriptures db not rule, there I advisc no onc
to send his son. Jdveryone not unceasingly busy with tihe
word of God nust become corrupt; that is why the dcople who
are in the universities and who are trained there ure tic
kind of people they ure. For this no one is to blaie bub
the pope, the bishops and the prelates, who are cnurged with
the training of the youth. For the universities ought o
turn out only men who are experts in the Zoly Scriptures,
who can become bishops and priests, leaders in the Tizat
against heretics, the devil and all the world. Sut where do
you find this truc? I greatly fear that the universitics
arc wide gates of hell, if they do not diligently teacia vic

Holy Scriptures and impress them on the youth.
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APPQDIX HO, 2

TO THE COUNCILMEN OF ALL CITIES IN GERMANY
THA? THEY ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS.
1524,

From Works of Martin ILumther, Vol.iv., pPp.103-=130,
Translated by A, T, W, Steinhaeuser,
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To the Burgoam:sters and Councilmen of 111 citics in

Germany. vertin Luther.

Grace and peace from God our Father cnd tie Tord Jesus

Christ,

Prudent, wise and deur 3irs: Having been nut under tre
ban some three yéars ago «nd declured an outlc:, I should
have remained silent hud I fecred the comrznd of sen mors
than God. There are indeced many persons in Germany, bota
great and small, who on that account, still cttuck my speck-
ing and writing and shed much blood over it. 3ut God has
opened my mouth «nd bidden me speak, and is mightily supnort-
ing nme and, without my nelp, strengthening snd sprecding ay
cause tne moré they rage, end seems to be leughing cnd
mocking at their rcge, es it is said in the second Psalm,

By this token ulone everyone who is not hurdened cen sce thit
this cause must indeed be of God, for it olzainly b.oors the
marik of a divine word and work, which aliuuys tirive bust

when men are wmost determined to persecute end supprcss tuedl,

Therefore I will speak, as Isaich says, <nd act hold
ay peace as long a8 I live, until Christ's righteousness go
forth as brightncss cnd His saving grace be lignted as a lamp.
#nd I pray you now, all my dear sirs and friends, to rcceive

kindly and lay to heart this writing «nd admonition of nine.
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For, no matter what I may be personally, I can boast before
God with a good conscience that I am not seeking my own
advantage, which I could attain far better by remaining silent,
but am dealing in hearty good faith with you and with the
whole German land; to which I have a divine commission, let
men believe it or not. And I wish to assure you and declare
to you, frankly and confidently, that if you heed me in this
matter; you heed not me but Christ, and that if you heed e
not, you despise not me but Christ. For I know énd am well
aware of what I am saying and teaching and for what purpose
T say it, and everyone who is willing rightly to consider mny

teaching will discover it for himself.

First of all, then, we are experiencing today throughout
Germany how schools are everywhere allowed to go to wrack and
ruin; universities are growing weak, monasteries cre declining.
This grass is like to wither and the flower thereof fadeth, as
Isaiah says, because the Spirit 6f the Lord bloweth upon it in
His Word, aqd shineth with so great heat upon it through the
Gosbel° For since it is becoming known, through Godfs “Jord,
how unchristian and devoted only to ment®s bellies those
institutions are; and especially since the carnal multitude
see that they are no longer obliged or able to drive their sons
and daughters into monasteries and- cathedral schools, and to

turn them out of their own houses and possessions and plant
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them in otheropeople°s possessions, no one is any longer
willing to have children educated. “Tell us,” they say,
"why should we send them to school, if they are not to
become priests, monks and nuns? They had better learn

such things as will help them to make a living!¥

From this confession of theirs it is very evident
what such people are thinking and on what their minds are
set. For 1f they had not sought only the belly and a
temporal living for their children when they sent them
into the monasteries and cathedral schools or into the
spiritual estates, but had been earnestly concerned for
their salvation and blessedness, they would not thus fold
their hands, relapse into indifference and say: %If the
spiritual estate is no longer to couﬁt for anything, then
we will let education be and not bother our heads about it."
They would rather say: "If it is true, as the Gospel teaches,
that this estate is dangerous to our children, why then dear
sirs, show us another way to educate them that will be
pleasing to God and profitable to them; we certainly want to
provide not only for the bellies of our dear children, but
also for their souls.™ That, at least, is what true, Christian

and faithful parents would say.

But it is not surprising that the Evil One takes this
attitude and inspires carnal and worldly hearts to neglect

the children and youths. Who can blame him for it? He is
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a prince and god of this world. How can he possibly be
pleased to see his nests, the monasteries and the spiritual
gangs, destroyed by the Gospel, in which nests he corrupts
above all the young folk, who mean so much, yea, everything
to him? How can he be expected to permit or promote the
proper training of the young? He would indeed be a fool %o
suffer and help men to establish in his kingdom the very thing
by which that kingdom must be most speedily overthrown, as
would surely happen if he lost that choice morsel, the dear
youth, and had to permit them to be saved for the service of

God at his expense and by means of his possessions.,

It was a most prudent course, therefore, that he adopted
in the days when Christians had their children taught and
trained in a Christian manner. The young multitude bade fair
to escape him entirely and to work intolerable havoc to his
Kix'lgdom° Then he went to work, spread his nets and set up
such monasteries, schools and estates that it was not possible
for a boy to escape him without a miracle from heaven. Now,
however, that he sees his snares exposed through Godfs 'Jord,
he flies to the other extreme and will not suffer anyone to
study at all. It is again a right ahd prudent course that he
pursues, in order to preserve his kingdom and by all means %o
retain the young. If he has them in his possession, they will
grow up under him and remain his; who will take anything frox

him? He thus possesses the world in peace. For if & really
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crushing loss is to be inflicted upon him, it must coame through
the young people, reared in the knowledge of God and spreading

and teaching others God's l/ord.

No one believes what a dangerous design of the devil's
this is. It goes forward so silently that no one perceives it,
and the harm is done before one can prevent it. Ilen fear the
Turks and wars and floods, for in such matters they understand
what is hafmful and what is beneficial. But what the devil has
here in mind, no one sees, no one fears, it proceeds so quietly.
And yet everyone who would give a gulden to fight the Turks,

' if they were at our very door, ought properly to give a
huhdred gulden to this cause, even if only one boy could be
trainéd therewith to become a true Christian man; for & true

Christian man is better and worth more than all men upon earth.

Therefore, I pray you all, my dear sirs and friends, for
God's sake and the poor youths', not to treat this subject as
lightly -as some do, who are not aware of what the prince of this
world intends. For it is a serious and important matter that
we help and assist our youth, and one in which Christ and all
the world are mightily concerned. By helping them we shall be
helping ourselves and all men. And reflect that these secret,
subtle and crafty attacks of the devil must needs be met with
deep Christian seriousness. If it is necessary, dear sirs, to
expend annually such great sums for firearms, roads, bridges,

dams and countless similar items, in order that a city may
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enjéy temporal peace and prosperity, why should not at least
as much be devoted to the poor, needy youth, so that we might

engage one or two competent men to teach school?

Moreover, every citizen should be moved by the following
consideration. Formerly he was obliged to give up so much
money and property for indulgences, masses, vigils, endoments,
testaments, anniversaries, mendicants, brotherhoods, pilgrim-
ages, and other like humbug; but now that he is rid by the
grace of éod of all that robbing and giving, he ouzht, out of
gratitude to God and for His glory, to give a part of that
amount for schools in which to train the poor children, which
would indeed be a good and precious investment. If the light
of the Gospel had not dawned and set him free, he would have %0
give up to the above-mentioned robbers ten times as much and
more for ever, without any return. He should also know that
where there is objection and opposition to this proposal, the
devil is assuredly present, who did not object when men gave
their money for monasteries and masses, and poured it out in
streams; for he perceives that this work is not to his advantage
Let this then, my dear sirs and friends, be the first considerat
ion to move you, that we must upset this scheme of the devil,

our most dangerous and subtle foe.

Our second consideration is found in the words of St.

Paul in 11 Corinthians vi, that we receive not the grace of

God in vain nor neglect the day of salvation. For Almighty
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God has indeed graciously visited us Germans and proclaimed a
true year of jubilee. /e have at present the most excellent
and learned young men, adorned with the languages and all
arts, who could be of mucﬁ service if we made use of them as
instructors of the young. Is it not evident that we are now
able to prepare a boy in three years, so that at the age of
fifteen a eighteen he will know more than all universities
and monasteries hitherto? Indeed, what did men learn in those
institutions but how to become aéses, blockheads and dunces!
For twenty and forty years one sat over one's books without
acquiring either Latin or German. I say nothing of the
shameful and vicious life, by which the excellent youths were

miserably corrupted.

It is true that, rather than have the universities and
monasteries continue as before, with no other place of youth
to study and live, I should wish no boy ever to study nor to
be able to speak; for it is my earnest intention, prayer ané
desire, that those ass-stables and devil's-schools shouli
either sink into the abyss or be converted into Christian
schools. But now that God has so richly blessed us and has
given us so many men able to instruct and train our young
people aright, surely we ought not to despise the grace of God
nor suffer Him to knock in vain. He is standing at our door;
happy are we if we open to Him! He is calling to us; blessed

is he that answers him! If we let Him pass by, who will bring

Him back?
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Let ‘us consider our former misery and the darkness in ithich
we sat. Germany, I trow, has never heard so much of God's “'ord
as now; at least we find nothing like it in history. If ve
permit it to go by yithout thanks and honor, it‘is to be feared
we shall suffer a still more dreadful darkness and plague.

Buy, dear Germans, while the fair is at your doors; gather
in the harvest while there is sunshine and fair weather; use
the grace and Vord of God while they are here. TFor, know this,
God's Word and grace is a passing rainstorm, which does no%v
return where it has once been. It came to the Jews, but it
passed over; now they have nothing. Panl brought it to the
Greeks, but it passed over; now they have the Turk° Rome and
the Latins had it,too; but it passed over; now they have the
pope. And you Germans must hot think you will have it for
ever; for ingratitude an: contempt will not suffer it to
remain. Take and hold fast, then, whoever can; idle hands

cannot but have a lean year.

~ Our third consideration is by far the most important of
all; it is the command of God. Its importance is seen in that
He so frequently through lloses urges and enjoins parents to
instruct their children that it is said in Psalm lxxviii,
®How straitly he commanded our fathers that they should give
knowledge unto their children and instruct their children's
children.® It is seen also in the fourth commandment, in

which He so urgently enjoins children to obey their parents
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that He would even have disobedient children sentenced to
death. Indeed, for what other pur:ose do we older folk
exist than to care for, instruct and bring up the young?
The foolish youths cannot possibly instruct nor protect
themselves; God has therefore entrusted them to us who
are old and know by experience what is good for them, and
He will compel us to render a strict account. Hence lioses
~also commands, "Ask thy father, and he will shew thee; thy
elders, and they will tell thee.”

But it is a sin and a disgrace that we must needs urge
and be urged to train our children and youths and éeek their
best interest, when nature itself should drive us to do this
and the examples even of the heathen afford us menifold
instruction. There is not an irrational animal but looxs
after its young and teaches them what they need to know,
except the ostrich of which God says that she is hardened
against her young ones, as though they were not hers, and
leaves her eggs in the earth. .And what would it profit us
if we possessed and performed all else and became utter
saints, and yet neglected the chief purpose of our life,
namely, the care of the young? I believe also that anong
outward sins none so heavily burdens the world in the sight
of God nor deserves such severe punishment as the sin we

commit against our children by not giving them an education.

\lhen I was a lad they had this maxim in the schools:
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Non minus est negligere scholarem guam corrumpere virginen, -
It is Just as bad to neglect a pupil as to corrupt & virgin.
This was said in order to frighten schoolmasters, for there
was then no more grieveus sin knoun than corrupting a virgin.
But, dear Lord God, how small a sin is corrupting virgins or
wives (which being a bodily and known sin may be atoned for)
compared with the sin by which ﬁrecious:buls are neglected
and corrupted (which is neither regarded hor known as sin

and is never atoned for). O woe unto the world for ever 2nd
ever?! Children are daily born and grow up among us, and therc
is, alas! no one to care for or to direct tnem; we let them
go on as they will. The monasteries and foundations should
see to 1it, but they are the véry ones of whoa Carist says in
LMlatthew xviii, "Joe unto the world because of offences!

Who so shall offend one of these young ones that believe in me,
it were well for him that a millstone were hanged about his
neck and he were drowned in the depth of the sea,” They are

nothing but devourers and destroyers of children.

"Ah," you say, “but all that is addressed to parents;
what business is it of councililen and magistrates?™ Very
true: but if the parents neglect it, who is to see to it?
Shall it on that account remain undone and the children be
neglected? In that case, how will magistrates and councilmen
excuse themselves by saying it is no business of theirs?

There are various reasons why parents neglect their duty.
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In the first place, there are those who lack the piety
and decency, even if they had the ability, to do it. Like
the ostrich, they are'hardened against their young, and are
content to have cast the eggs from them and to have brought
children into the world; they will do nothing more. But
these children must live among us and with us in the same
city. How then can reason and above all Christian love suffer
them to grow up untrained and to poison and pollute other
children, until at last the whole city perish, as it happened
in Sodom and Gomorrah, Geba, and other cities. Sebondly, the
greaﬁ majority of parents are, alas! unfitted for this work,
and do not know how children are to be trained and taught,
for they themselves have learned nothing but how to provide
for the belly; whereas it takes persons of excepbtional ability
to teach and train children aright. Thirdly, even if parents
were able and willing to do it themselves, they have neither
the time nor the opportunity for it, what with their other
duties and housework. Necessity compels us, taerefore, to
engage public sSchoolteachers for the children, unless every-
one were willing to engage an instructor of his own. But
that would be too heavy a burden upon the coomon man, and
many a promising boy would be neglected on account of peverty.
Besides, many parents die and leave orphans, and if we do not
know by experience how these are cared for by their guardians,

God Himself tells us by calling Himself the Father of the
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orphans, as of those who are neglected by everyone else.
Moreover, there are some who have no children of their oun,
and who for that reason take no interest in the training

of children.

It therefore becomes the business of councilmen and
magistrates to devote the greatest care and attention to
the young. For since the property, honor and life of the
whole city are committed to their faithful keeping, they
would fail in their duty toward God and man if they did
not seek its welfare and improvement with all their powers
day and night. Now the welfare of a city consists not alone
in gathering great treasures and providing solid walls,
beautiful buildings, and a goodly supply of guis and armour.
Nay, where these abound and reckless fools get coantrol of
them, the city suffers only the greater loss. But a city's
best and highest welfare, safety and strength consist in its
having many able, learned, wise honourable and viell-bred
citizens; such men can rceadily gather treasures and all

goods, protect them and put them to a good use.

Thus it was done in ancient Rome. There boys were
trained in such a way that by the time they were fifteen,
eighteen or twenty years of age they were thoroughly con-
versant with Iatin and Greek and the various liberal arts,
as they are called, and immediately entered upon a military

or a political career. In this way they became intelligent,
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wise and competent men, skilled in all knowledge and experi-
ence, so that if all the bishops, priests and monks in Germany
to-day were rolled into one they would hot equal one Ronan
soldifar° As a result, their cause prospered; they had capable
and trained men for every position. Thus there has always
been .forced upon men everywhere, even among the heathen, the
necessity of maintaining schoolmasters, if a nation was to be
brought to a high standard. Hence St. Paul draws the word

"schoolmaster™ from the common practice of mankind, when he

says in Galatians iv, "The law became our schoolmaster.®

Since, then, a city should and must have men, and there
is everywhere a lack of such men and complaint that they
cannot be found, we dare not wait until they grow up of their
own accord (nor can we hew them out of stone nor carve them
out of wood); and since God will work no miracles so long as
men can solve their problems by means of the other gifts He
has gfanted them: therefore we must do our part and spare no
labour or expense to train and produce such men. 'Jhose fault
is it that there are at present imr all cities so few capable
men, but the fault of the authorities who have left the young
to grow up like saplings in the forest and have given no
thought to their instruction and training! .4is a result, they
have grown so misshapen that they cannot be used for building

purposes, but are mere brushwood fit only for fuel.
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The civil government must certainly continue. Shall we
then permit none but clods and boors to rule, when we can get
better men? That would indeed be a barbarous and foolish
policy. ‘e might as well make rulers of swine and wolves, and
set them over those who will not consider how they may be
ruledoby men. Lioreover, it is inhuman perversity to think
no further than this, e will rule now; what concern is if
of ours how fhey will fare who come after us?® Not over
human beings, but over swine and dogs should such persons rule,
who seek only their own profit or honour in governing. Iven
if we took the utmost pains to train up nomebut able, learned
and skilled rulers, there would still be room enough for toil
and labour in order that the government might prosper. How

shall it prosper ii no one takes any pains at all?

"But,”™ you say again, "Granted that we must have schools,
what is the use of teaching latin, Greek, .Hebrew, and the
other liberal érts? Je can still teach the Bible and God‘'s
Word in German, which is sufficient for our salvation.” I
reply: Alas! I know well that we Germans nust always remain
brutes and stupid beasts, as peighbouring nations call us and
we richly deserve to be called. But I wonder why we never as!:
YVhat is the use of silks, wine, spices, and strange foreign
wares, when we have in Germany not only wine, grain, wool, flex,
wood and stone enough'for our needs, but also the very best

and choicest of them for our honour and ornament? Argys and
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languages, which are not on}y not harmful, but a greater
ornament, profit, honour and benefit, both for the understanding
of Scipture and for the conduct of government, these we despise;
but we cannot do without foreign wares, which we do not need,
which bring us in no profit, and which reduce us to our last

penny. Are we not justly dubbed German fools and beasts?

Truly, if there were no other use for the languages, this
alone ought to'rejoice and move us, that they are so fine and
nable a gift of God, with which He is now richly visiting and
endowing us Germans, more richly indeed than any other land.
There is little evidence that the devil suffered them to be
revived through the universities and monasteries; these have,
on the contrary, always raged against them and are still raginsg.
For the devil smelt & rat and perceived that if the languages
were revived, there would be a hole knocked in his kingdon
which he might have difficulty stopping. Since he was unable,
however, to prevent their being revived, his aim is now to
keep them on such slender rations that théy will of themselves
decline and pass away. They are like an unwelcome guest who
has come to his house; sé he determines to show him such
entertainment that he will not tarry long. Very few.of us,

my dear sirs, see through this wicked plot of the devil.

Therefore, my beloved Germans, let us open our eyes,
thank God for this precious treasure, and guard it well, lest

it be again taken from us and the devil have his will. For
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though the Gospel has come and daily comes through the Holy
Spirit alone, we cannot deny that it has come by means of
the languages, by which it was also spread ébroad, and by
which it must be preserved. For when God desired through
the apostles to spread abroad the-Gospel in all the world,

He provided tongues for that purpose. And before that Ie -
had spread the Greek and Latin languages, by means of the
Roman empire,‘throughout all lands, in order that His Gospel
might the more speedily bear fruit far and wide.. He has done
the same now. No one knew for what purpose God suffered the
languages to be revived, until we now begin to see that it
was for the sake of the Gospel, which He intended afterwards
to reveal, in order to expose and destroy thereby the kingdom
of antichrist. To this end He also gave over Greece to the
Turk, in order that the Greeks, driven out and scattered,

might spread their language and give an incentive to the study

of other languages as well.

In proportion, then, as we prize the Gospel, let us guard
the_languages. For not in vain did God have His Scriptures
set down in these two languages alone - the 01d Testament in
Hebrew; the New in Greek. The languages, therefore, that God
did not despise but chose above all others for His ‘ord, we
too ought to honour above all others. For St. Paul declared
it to be a peculiar glory and distinction of Hebrew that God

gave His Word in that language, when he said in Romans 1ii,

e
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"What profit is there of circumcision? Much every way:
chiefly, because unto them were committed the oracles of
God." King David also boasts in Psalm cxlvii, "He sheweth
his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto
Israel. He hath not dealt so with any nation nor made knoun
to them his judgﬁentso" Hence Hebrew is called a sacred
language, and St. Pdul terms it in Rbmans i1 "the holy
scriptures,” doubtless because of the holy ‘Jord of God
contained therein. Similarly, the Greek language may be
called sacred, because it waé chosen above all others as
the language in which the New Testament was to be written
and from which, as from a fountain, it flowed by translation

into other languages and made them also sacred.

And let us be sure of this: we shall not long preserve
the Gospel without the languages. The languages are the
sheath in which this sword of the Spirit is contained; they
are the casket in whiéh we'carry,this jewel; they are the
vessel in which we hold this wine; they are the larder in
which this food is stored; and as the Gospel itself says,
they are the baskets in which we bear these loaves and fishes
and fragments. If through our neglect we let the languages
go (which may God forbid!), we shall not only lose the Gospel,
but come at last to the point where we shall be unable either
to speak or write a correct Latin or German. As proof and

warning of this, let us take the wretched and woeful example




30
~18-
of the gniversities and monasteries, in which men nctonly
unlearned the Gospel, but corrupted the languages so that
the miserable folk were fairly turned into beasts, unable
to read or write a correct German or Latin and wellnizh

losing their natural reason to boot.

Hence the apostles tihemselves considered it necessary
to put the New Testament into, Greek and to bind it fast to
that language, doubtless in order to preserve it for us
safe and sound'as in a sacred ark. For they foresaw all
that was to cowe ana now has come to pass, and knew that
if it were contained only in menf's heads, wild and fearful
disorder and confusion, and many various interpretations,
fancies and doctrines would arise in the Church, which could.
be protected only by comnititing the New Testament to vriting
and la{nguage° Hence it 1s certain that unless thc languages

remain the Gospel must finally perish.

This has been proved and is still shown by experience.
Immediately after the days of the apostles, when languages
ceased, tne Gospel, the faith and the whole Church gradually
declined, until they-sank under the pope to the lovest depth;
and after the languages declined very little that is
excellent was witnessed in the Church, but a great many
dreadful abominations arose because the languages were

unknown. On the other hapd, since the languages have been

restored, they bring with them so bright a light and
accomplish such great things that the whole world wonders
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. and is forced to confess that we have the Gospel guite as
purely as the apostles had it, and that it has altogether
attained to its original purity, far beyond what it was in
the days of St. Jerome or St. Augustine. In short, the
Holy Spirit is no fool and does nothing unadvisedly or
uselessly; He regarded the languages as of so great value
and necessity to the Church that He oftentimes brought them
down with Him from heaven. This alone should be a sufficiernt
incentive for us to pursue them with diligence and reverence
and not to despise them, for He Himself has now again revived
them upon earth.

"But,” you say, "many of the fathers were saved and even
became teachers without.ianguages." That is true. But
how do you account for the fact that they so frecuently
erred in the Scriptures? How often does not St. ‘ugustine
err in the Psalter and in other expositions! Likewise St.
Hilary, and indeed all of them who attempted to expound
Scripture without the languages. And even taough what they
said now and then was true, they were not sure whether it
really belonged in the passage into which they read it. For
example, it is correct to say that Christ is the Son of God;
but it must have sounded like a jest to their opponents when
they proved this from Psalm cx, Tecum principium in die
virtutis tuae, whereas in the Hebrew there is not a word
about the Deity in this passage! Now when men defend the

faith with such uncertain arguments and mistaken prooftexts,
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are not Christians put to shame and mede a laughing-stock
in the eyes of opponents who know the language? ‘nd the
latter become only the more hardened in their errors and
have a good pretext for regarding our faith as a human

dream.

What 1s the reason that our faith is thus put to shame?
It is because we do not know the languages; and taere is
no other way out than to know the languages. “‘as not St.
Jerome obliged to make a revised translation of the Psalter
from the Hebrew, because when we dispute with Jews on the
basgsis of our Psalter they laugh at us and say our wersion
does not agree with ‘the Hebrew? Now the expositions of all
the early fathers who treated the Scriptures with lansuages.
even when their teaching is not wrong, are of such a nature
that they very often employ uncertain, inconsistent and
inappropriate language; they grope like a blind man along
a wall, so that they very frecuently miss tne sense of thneir
text and twist it like a nose of wax to suit their fancy,
as fn the verse méantioned above, Tecuu principiu, etec.
BEven St. sugustine is obliged to confess, as ne does in hig
De doctrina christiana, that a Christian teachwr who is to
expound the Scriptures rmust know, in addivion to lLatin, also
Greek and Hegrew; otherwise it is impossible not to stumble
constantly, nay, there is room enough for labour and toil

even when one is well versed in the languages.
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There 1s a sreat cilflerence, therefore, betieen &

o

si<ple preacher of the falth and an exposltor of Scripvure,

e

or as St. Paul puts it, a propnet. A sl nle nirgacier, ©O

be sure, is in possession ol so many clear nassazes ant texts

rS )

from translations that ne can know and teacn Jhrist, lseas a
holy 1life and preach to others. But to intermnret 3criptura,
to treat it independently, and to dispute with those who
cite it incorrectly, to that he 1s unegual; thst cannct oe
dene without languages. <et there rust always 06 sucn
prophets in the Caurcin, wno are able to treat ann expound
the Scriptures and also to Adispute; a saintliy llie ano
correct doctrine are noﬁ enougn. dence laniuases are
absolutely necessary in the Caurch, just as »roonets cop
expositors are necessary, althouzn not every Jariscian

or preacher need De suci g propast, as 3G. rFaul says in

1l Corinthians xil and sZpneslans iv.

Thus it has come about tnac since the tays o7 the
apostles tne 3Scriptures have remainea ovscure ane no trusie
worthy ant endurinz expositions have anyvners oseen vritten.
Tor even tne holy fatiners frequently errec, an? nas veen
gald, and because oi their ignorance of tie lan_juajses
seldom agree; cne says tals, another that. L5t. Jernard vas
a man of lofty mind, whon I almost venture ©o set above all
other celebrated teachers both ancient andi iiotern; ant yet

.

he often trifles wlta Scripture, albeit in a pious spirit,

-ant in many of nis quotations departs i'rom its true densa.
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For this reason the sophists also ciaimed that Scripture
was obscurs; tnej held that God's “Jord was by its very
nature obscure and employed a peculiar speech. They do

not see that the whole trouble lies in ignorance of the
languages; if we understood the languages there womld be

no simpier speech anywhere than God's “Jord. A Turk's speech
must needs be obscure to me; a Turkish child of seven would

easily understand him, whereas I do not know the language.

Hence it was also a stupid undertaking to attempt to
learn the meaning of Séripture by reading the expositions
of the fathers and their numerous books and glosses. Instead
of this, men should have given themselves to The study of
languages. For because they were without languages the dear
fathers at times belaboured a text with many vords and yet
caught barely an inkling of its meaning; their comment is
half guess work, half error. aAnd yet you run after it with
much labour, when you could meanwhile by means of the
languages find a much better interpretation than the one
you are folloying° For in comparison with the comments of
all the fathers, the languages are as sunlignt to‘shadowo
Since, then, it becomes Christians to use the Holy Scriptures
as their own and only book, and it is a sin and shame not %o
know our own book nor to understand our God's speech and
languages, the more that God is now offering and giving us

men and books and every aid and inducement to this study,
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and desires His Bible to be an open book. How glad would
the dear fathers have been if they had had our opportunity
of learning the languages and coming thus eqguipped to the
Holy Scriptures!?! 'Jhat toil and labour it cost them,barély
to géther up the crumbs, while we may have the whole loaf
with but half their labour, indeed, with scarce any labour
at all. Oh, how their diligence puts our indolence to shemec;
nay, how strictly God will judge our lack of diligence and

gratitude!

Here belongé also what St, Paul says in 1 Corinthians
xiv, namely, that there should be in the Church those tiho
will judge all teaching. To this end it is undoubtedly
necessary to know the languages. For the preacher or
teachers may expound the Bible from beginning to end after
his own fashion, hit or miss, if there is no one present
to judge whether his teaching be right or wrong. 3ut in
order to judge, men must know the languages, otherwise it is
impossible. Therefore, though the faith and the Gospel may
be proclaimed by simple preachers without the languages,
such préaching is flat and tame, men grow at last wearied
and disgusted and it falls to the gréund, But when the
preacher is versed in the languages, his discourse has

°

freshness and force, the whole of Scripture is treated, and
faith finds itself constantly renewed by a continual variety
_:0f words and works. Hence Psalm cxxviii likens such
studies in the Scriptures to a chase when it declares that

'‘God discovereth the dense forest to the deer; and Psalm
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i likens them to an ever green tree beside ever fresh vwaters.

Nor should we be led astray because some boast of the
Spirit and despise the Scriptures or others, like the
Waldensian Brethren, consider the languages unnecessary.

But, dear friend, you may say what you will about the Spirit,
I too have been in the Spirit and have seen the Spirit,
perhaps more of it (if it comes %o boasting of onefs own
flesh) than they with all their vaunting shall see in a year.
My Spirit, moreover, has given some account of itself, while
theirs gits very quietly in its corner and does little but
sing its own praise. But I know full well how perfectly the
"Spirit™ does all things: I should indeed have failed egrep-~
iously if the languages had not aided me and given ne a
certain and positive knowledge of Scripture. I too could
have lived uprightly and preached the truth in seclusion,
but I should then have left undisturbed the pope and the
sophists with the whole antichristian reala. The devil

has not so nuch respect for my spirit as he has for oy
speech and pen when they deal with Scripture. Tor my spirit
takés from him'nothing but myself alone, but Holy Scripture
and the languages leave him but little roon on earth, and

that means a loss to his kingdom.

Nor can I at all commend the “7aldensian Brethren for

depreciating the langiages. Tven if they taught the truth
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they nmust nevertheless frequentiy miss the right sense of a
text and are also unequipped and unskilled in the aefence of
the faith against error. lioreover, their teachinsg is so
obscure and expressed in so peculiar a form, departing frouw
that of Scripture, that I am afraid it may not be pure or
may not continue pure. For there is great danger in speaking
of divine things in a different manner and in different
terms from those employed by God Himself, In short, they
may lead holy lives and teach holy things among themselves,
but as long as they remain without the languages they cannot
but lack what all the rest lack, namely, the ability to treat
- Scripture with certainty and thoroughness and to be useful
to other nations. But since they could do this and refuse,

let them see how they will answer for it to God.

Well, this may suffice concerning the necessity and
value of languages and Christian schools for the spiritual
realm and the salvation of souls. Let us now consider also
the body. Let us suppose that there were no soul. and no |
heaven or hell and we had to consider only the temporal
government after the manner of the world, and let us see
whether it does not need good schools and educated persons
more sorely even than the spiritual realm. Hitherto the
sophists have shown no concern whatever for the temporal
government, and have confined their schools so exclusively
to the spiritual estate that it was well nigh a disgrace

for an educated man to marry; he had to hear such remarks
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as, "Behold, he is turning secular and does not care to
become a spirituall® just as if their spiritual estate
were alone pleasing to God and the secular estate, as they
call it, were altogether of the devil and unchristian.
But in the sight of God they themselves become meanvhile
the devil's own, and (as happened to Israel in the Babylonian
“captivity) this poor populace has alone remained in the land
and in the right estate, while the better people and the
leaders were carried off to the devil with tonsure and cowl

to Babylon.

It is not necessary here to state that the temporal
government is a divine order; I have elsewhere so fully
treated this subject that I trust no one has any doubt sbout
it. The question is rather, how to get good and skilled
persons into the government. In this we are challenged and
put to shame by the heathen, who in former tines, especially
‘in Rome and Greece, without knowing whether this estate was
pleasing to God or not, were so earnest and diligent in
educating and fitting their boys and girls for it that when
I think of this I biush for us Christians, and especially
for us Germans, who are such utter blogk-heads and beasts
that we can ask, "?Pray, what good are schools if one is not
to become a spiritual?” ‘Je certainly know, or should xnov,
how necessary and useful a thing it is and how well pleasing
to God, when & price, lord, councilman or any other ruler is

educated and trained to conduct himself in his office as a




29.
o7

Christian should.

If then there were no soul, as I have said, and if there
were no need at all of schools and languages for the sake
of the Scriptures and of God, this one consideration should
suffice to establish everywhere the very best schools for bcth
boys and girls, namely, that in order outwerdly to maintain
its teﬁporal estate, the world must have good and skilled men
and women, so that. the former may rule well over land and
people and the latter may keep house and train children and
gervants aright. Now such men must come from our boys and
such women from our girls. Therefore the thing to do is to
teach and train our boys and girls in the proper manner. 3Bud
I said above that the common man does nothing to bring tais
about; he cannot;he will not, he does not know how. rrinces
and lords ought to do it, but they must needs ride in
sledges, and drink, and take part in masquerades; they are
burdened with high and important business in cellar, kitchen
and bedroom. And though some of them would gladly do it,
they must stand in fear of the others, lest they be takeh
for fools or heretics. It rests, therefore, dear councilmen,
altogether with you; you have also more opportunity for

doing it than priaces and lords.

"But," you say, "everyone may instruct his sons and
daughters himself, or at least train them by menas of

discipline.® I reply: We know indeed what such teaching
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and training emount to. Iven when the severest discipline

igs applied and has turned out well, the net result is a
certain enforced outward respectability; underneath are the
same 0ld blockheads, unable to converse on any subject or tc
be of assistance to anyone. But if children were instructed
and trained in schools or elsewhere wheré there were learned
and well-trained schoolmasters and schoolmistresses to teach
the languagés, the other arts, and history, they would hear
the happenings and the sayings of all the world and learn
how if fared with various cities, estates, kingdoms, princes,
men, and women; thus they could in a short time set before
themselves, as in a mirror, the character, life, counsels
and purposes, success and failure of the whole world from
the beginning. 4s a result of this knouledge, they could
form their own opinions and adapt themselves to the course
of this outward life in the fear of God, draw fron history
the knowledge and understénding of what should e sougat

and what avoided in this outward life, and become able also
by this standard to assist and direct others. But the
training which is undertaken at home,apart froa such schools,
attempts to make us wise through our own experieﬁce° Before
that comes to péss we shall be dead a hundred ti.es over,
and shall have acted inconsiderately all our life; for much

time is needed to acquire one's own experience.
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Now since the young must romp and leap or at least have
something to do that gives them pleasure, and since this
should not be forbidden (nor would it be well to forbid thea
everything) , why should we not furnish them such schools
and lay before them such studies? By the grace of God it
has now become possible for children to study with pleasure
and in play languages, the other arts, or history. The
kind of schools we attended are a thing of the past - that
hell and purgatory in which we were tormented with cases
and tenses, and yet learned less than nothing with all the
flogging, trembling, anguish and nisery. If we take so
much time and trouble to teach children card-playing, singing
and dancing, why do we not take as much time and trouble to
teach them reading and other branches, while they are young
and have the time; and are apt and eager to learn? For nmy
part, if I had children and could accomplish it, they should
study not only the languages and history, but singing,
instrumental music, and all of mathematics. For what is all
this but mere child‘®s play? In these branches the Greeks
in former times trained their children, who grew up into
men and women of wondrous ability, skilled in every pursuit.
How I regret now that I did not read more poets and
historians, and that no one taught me them! I was obliged
instead to read, with great cost, labour and injury, that
devil®s filth, the philosophers and sophists, from which I

have all I can do to get myself cleari°
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Now you say, "But who can spare his children for so
1ong a time, and train them all to be young gentlemen?
There is work for them to do at home, etc.™ I reply: It
is not in the least my intention to have such schools
established as we had heretofore, in which a boy sat over
his Donatuse and Alexander for twenty or thirty years and
yet learned nothing. /e are living in a new world to-day
and things are being done differently, My idea is to let
béys go to such a school for one br two hours a day, and
spend the remainder of the time working at home, learning
a trade or doing whatever their parents desired; so that
both study and work might go hand in hand while they were
young and able to do both. They spend at least ten times
as much time with their peashooters or playing ball or
racing and tussling. In like manner, a girl can surely
find time enough to go to school one hour a day and still
attend to all her duties at home; she sleeps, dances and
plays away more time than that. There is only one thing
lacking, and that is the earnest desire to train the young
people and to benefit and serve the world with well-bred
men. and women. The devil very much prefers coarse block-

heads and ne‘er-do-wells, lest men live too comfortably

on earth.

But the exceptional pupils, who give promise of

becoming skilled teachers, preachers and holders of other
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spiritual positions, should be kept longer at school or
altogether dedicated to a 1ife of study, as we read cf the
holy martyrs who nad thne training ol Sts. Aznes, :Azatnia,
Lucy and others. That was how the monasteries and cathetral
schools originated, which have now, howvever, Dsem perverter
to a very different and damnable use. .\no threre is a Zreat
need of such advanced study, for ths shaven creowt is fast
dwindling; besides, most of them are unfit to Teach ant rulc,
for all they know iIs how to care for the belly, waich is
indeed all they have been taught. 'Je must certainly have
men to administer Goo's ‘ord and Sacraments an’ o Co
pastoral worlt amonhz the veople. But where s:-all ve et
them if we let our schools decline and do not replac€
them with others that are Christian? Tor the schools trat
have been maintained hitherto, even if they were not to

pass away, can produce nothing but leost anni nerniclous

deceivers.

It is hishly necéssar;, tnerefore, that e take un thiw
matter in all seriousness and uvithout loss of tl-e, not only
for tne sake of the y-ung, but 1ln order to nreserve noth our
spiritual and our temporal estate. If we niss this
opportunity, we may perhaps find our hanos tiee later un
when we would glaély attend to it, and may be cornvelled
in vain to suffer, in adfltion to the loss,‘the vanig of
remorse for ever. Sor God is 3zenerously o7 7ering us fHis

help, He stretches forth His hand and 3ives us all things

i)
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needful for thils work. If we cespise Iiis o”7er e ave jur. o
already with Israel, of vhom Isalah says, "I have spreat ous
my hands all the day unto the unbelievins and rebelllous
peoplef; and rrovervs i, 1T have stretched oub ny nanc, anu

0
no man regarded; ye have set at noughv all ny cotasel; Uiero-

fore I will also laujn at youp calamity; I wiil wock when
your fear cometn upon you." (7 this let us berare!
as an example, the great zeal of sing solrmen ia this neLant g
s0 deeply concernet was he for the’ young that in the mlust

of his royal duties ne preparec for them a boolk called

" Proverbs. And conslder Christ Himself - How e Lravs youn,,
chiloren to Himself, now urgently de commencs Gsihsi. Go us,

and nov He pralses tne anzels that attent then (i attinew

2 a s

xviil), in order to show us how sreat a service it is %o
traln the younz well; on the other nané, how terrlible iz

His anger when men ofZenu them and let them perish!

A o

Therefore, dear sirs, take sericusly thls wori, wileh
God so urgently requires of you, which your office lays upon
you, waich is so necessary for the young, anu without which
neigher the temporal nor the spiritual realm can exist.
Alas! we have rotted and perishec lons enouzn in cariness;
We nave oo lon; been German beasts. Let us ¥or once make
use o our reason, 80 that God pay beholc cur zratitude o
Hils beneflts, and other lands see that ve, tov, arc auran

beings, able to learn useful things from them or teach
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them to them, in order that through us, too, the vorlu may
be made better. I have done my part. It has truly been my
purpose to help and benefit the German nation. If soue
despise me for chls and refuse to listen to uy sincere advice,
because they think they know better, I cannot help it. I
know indeed that otiners could have done this better; it is
only because they hold their peace that I am doing it as well
as I can. It is surely better to have spoken on the subject,
however inadequately, than to have remained altogether silert.
I hope that God will sitr up some of you, so %hat ny well-
meant advice mzy not be in vain, and that you w11l not
consider niu that utters it but fix your mind on “he cause

itself and let it filx 1tself in your mind.

'inally, one thin: mofe should be well conziferea by
all who earnestly desire to have such schools and languajes
established and maintained 1n Germany. It is ©this: no
ef' fort or expense should be spared to found oo Librarles,
especlally in the larger clties, which can well aiTort 1t.
Por if the Bible and all the arts are to be preservec, thaey
must be contained ancd held fast in books anc uricings,; as
was done by the prophets and apostles themseives, as I nave
sald above. Tnls is necessary, not only that thase who arc
to be our spiritual and femporal.leaders may nave books to

read and study, but that the good books, the arts anu the
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lanzuages that we nov nave tharcush the jrace o7 Gor oY Ne
preserved and nos lost. St. Paul, too, was concernen o
this, waen he co.r anced Yimotny to ;ive attandance ©o
reading, and bade him bring with him the parchuent Le’% ai
Troas. Indeed, all kin_.coms that attailned nraz inence _ave
attention to this matter, especially'the neople o7 Israsl,

“Y

among whom lioses was the first to unaertake this vorik, when

-

he had the book of the Lau preserv?d in the ari o7 Jor ens
gave 1t in charge of the Levites, from nox whoover neeter 5
might obtaln a copys; he even cormands the kin_: to oprocure
from them a copy of this book. Thus we see no~ Zor

appointed the Lé%itical priestavod, amon:; its other rutles,
to watch over anfd have thnc care of books. ATtarTarcs ohls
library was aitec to an' improven by Joshua, thren oy

Samuel, Javid, solomon, Isalah, and thus centinuously ov
many other kinys and prophets. .hence nave core e LULT
Scriptures of the C1d Wesgtament, which voull never nave peen

collected or preserveu If God nan not recuirsd sveh @re 6o

be bestowet upon theri.

‘olloving tnls exampls, the catheiral scaiools ane

monasteries also estaniished Llbraries in Tormer cays,

althouga there were few Zood books in then. .Jastv a logs
1t was not to nave attended to the securinzg of books aund

3004 libraries In those Gays when there were books ani nen

)
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shouzh Tor taat purpose, was plainly seen arserarus vaen

Pl
L

all arts and languages zradually Geclinef, ant insteal o

P

good Dooks the svuclo, useless and narmiul %ooxs oL ©ino monita,
Cathollicon, ilorista, Graeclst®, Labyrintaus, ..orni SOCUNG,
and tine llke ass's tuny, vere introduced oy ©ha ravil.
Consequently tae Latin lanjuage becams CulrrulTeL an. 3.1erqg
remained nowhere a cecent scicol, course of i1struction or
method of study, until, as we aave emEperiasncec anc 2ILLIVa
men recovered with mucn toll anc labour the lanjuares anc
arts, althougn only imperfectly, From bits anr. Tra ienss o
0ld books hldden amon, Jdust and worms, ani 273 ‘svill
searcinlng laboriouvsly for thew avery tvay, as zzn i Fon

treasures and jewels in the ashes of a ruinen cir.

It served us rignt, ant Gou properly revavdec us tr oo
ingratitude 1ln net concidering sis benef'its non weoviciag,
while we hat the titie and the ability, tor ti1s coai’nuance
among us of jood boolks and learned men. .aen e ns:lecter
this, as though it vas of no concern of ours, .78 La twon
did the same, and lastead of Holy Scripture anu ~00L DDOKS
suffered Aristotle to come in witih counwvloess ~ursrul boqks

2t6. fLn avriticn

[

that only drew us fartaser awvay i'vrom tae 3

to these He let in chose wevil's masks, Gthe .vnzs, anu the

pinantoms of the universitles, which we encoved ith super-

human ;ifts, and recsived and loafed uvovn our >'a necks a

host of doctors, preachers, masters, priests ant monks,
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that is to say, zreat coarse fat asses acorned witvh red anc

ne

]

brown birettas, resembling a sow with a zolen chailn

Jewels, who tauzat us notainz _.ood, but isue us only tae

i
(9]

e

blinder and more stupld, and in return nevoures gll suw
goods and fillev all wonasteries and indeeu every cornep
with the rilth and riuag of thelr vile, polsonous 000z,

which 1t is appalling to conterplate.,

Jas it not a cruel xzisfortune that a no v1gs obli sed
heretofore to study twenty years and mere, onlw 1o learn
ensuzh bad Latln to pecome 4 oriest and reac —ass? noever
got as far as thils was counted blesser. ™“lessed Ju. vhe
mother that bore such a chila! and yet ne remsined all hig
11fe a poor ignoramus, 71t neither to cackle nor vo lay 80t o
Sucn teachers und masters Ve were obligeu to »ut up ulth
everywnere, wao knew nothing themselves anr conli %each
nothing good or worth while, may, who dld not even know how
to study and teach. .herewas the fault? "here Tere no
other books than those stuptd vooks of the :on'ts anr
gsophists. ‘Jnat else could come irom them but nunils anc
teachers as stupic a- the books they mset? .\ rgv cannds

Pal

hatch doves, and a ool cannot produce a sae. T at is the
3 2

revard oi' ingratitune, because rien Uid not founl ibraries,

but let the oot buoks rerish and kevt the puor ones.

But my advice 1s not to huddie togetner inriscriminately

1

all sorts of buoks and to look vnly tu their nunber and
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guantity. I wouls zather only the best; thnere is no need of
collecting the commentaries of all jurists, the sentences of
all theologians, the gquestions of all pnilosophers, and tae
sermons of all monks. Indeed, I would throw out all sucii
dung and fuprnish ny library with the right sort ol ovoks,
consulting with scholars as to umy ciavicas. =it of w L thele
should be in Lt the Holy 3crintures in Latln, Greox, feorov,
German, anc ln whatever other lénguages they nizght ve hnad.
Then the best comwmentaries, and if I could {ind Gtnerm, tne
nost ancient, in Gresk, Hevorew and Latin. L .8n vuoks et
ald us in acquiring the languazes, such as ©ae poeTs ana
orators, no matter vnether heathen or Caristvlan, Zreax or
Lating for it 1s from such books one must learn grauwar.
Then s hould come books of the liberal arts .ad all the otaer
arts. Lastly, boolks of law andlof nudicine, Shouy. here toc

a careful choice aimong comnentaries should bae wade.

Among tne chief books, however, shocula be cnronicles
and histories, in whatever language they may be natc; o
they are of wondrous value for understaniing anc controlliny
the course of thls world and especlally for roting the
wonderful works of God. How.many Tine tales anag naxiuns
we should have to=day of thingzs that took place and wvere
current in German lands, not one of walch ls knoun to us,
simply because there was no one to write them down, and no

one to preserve the books had they been written. “hat is
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why nothin_ Is knoun 1n other lands about us Gerimns, ant uc
must be content to have all the worlo call us Cspian weasvs,
who know only ncw to war, Zorgc and gizzle. Lhae Lreelrs anu
llomans antc even the lebrews recoraed their nistorr so
accurately and cillgently ﬁhat if but a voran or a cililc it
or said anything unusual, all tae worlé nuss reau and nov .
tieannile we Germans are still nothing dut Cerans ans’ will
always remain Germans.

Since, thea, %o. nas at present so gracicusly baestowed

-

upon us an abundance of arts, scholars, aad ocoo:zs, 1t is
time to reap and gather in the best, so for as we are able,
and to lay up treasure in order that we may preservs for tiw
future something of tliese years of jubiles 2ad ncu lese Skl
bountiful harvest. Tor it 1s to be feare: (anc a pejinning
1s already bein: rade) that men will _o on writin: new anc

-

dif’erent books until at last, througn the 2 ency ol the
devil, the good books '‘hich have now been prouvce. and
printed will azaln be suppresser and the hat anc npurtfud
books with their useless and senseless rubhish 1.1 once
more swarm back and litter every neook and corasr. For Ghoe
devil assureuly intents tnat ue should again te burdensd
and tortured witn Catnolicons, sloristas, moueralits, =2aG
the cursed dung of the monks and sophlsts, just az beiore,

for ever stuadying and yet never Llearnin: anything.
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Therefore, I oveseecil you, ny dear sirs, ve Llst Gtrls o

B

gsincerity and zeal bear i'rult awwony; you. Saoull ghere oe

any who count e too insiznificant to proflt »y ny awvice,

of

or who despise 18 aé one condemned by the trrants, 1 wnrawv
them to consider that I am not seeking iy ovn arvantars,
but only the welifare and salvation of all Gerwany. iwven i
I were a fool anct nad hit upon a Jood idea, certalnly no

wise uan shoula tnink it a clsgrace to feollew me. .an. L7 I

were a very Turk an? a heathen, and my plan were nevertnele.s

e

seen to benefit net nysell but the Christians, ther oviat

e

not in feirness to spurn my offer. It 2as nanpeast nafore

Fe

that a fool zave better ccunsel than a whele counc.l o2 Tlg:

°

men. 10ses was oblijed tu recelve instruction Tro: Jetlivc

Herewith I commenc you all to the grace wu:
He scften and kindle your hearts, that they may be ceenly
concerned for the poor, miserable and heglectei ysouths anu
with the help of Cod assist and help them, o the end that
there maj be a blessed and Christian government in Gewman
lands as to body and soul with all plenty anc abunitance, %o

the praise and jlory of God the Father, throush Jesus Chriss

our Saviouvr. Alnen .
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Ol _SCHOOLS,

The ﬁastors shall also urge people to send their children
t0’' school, so that there they may be brought up sble to
teach in the Church and to take part in the affairs of
government,

There are some think that it is sufficient for a nastor to
be able to read German. This is a dangernous delusion.
for he who is to teach others must himself have wide
experignce anq outstanding ability, and to attain this he
must study for a long time from childhood onwards. As St.
Paul says in 1Tim.iii., 2 : 'Bishops must be apt to teach
others. ' At the same time, he points out that they must
have greater ability than the laity. He also praises
Timothy =~ (1Tim. iv.,6. ) because he has studied from early
youth, having been brought up on the Word of faith and
sound teaching, For the art of teaching and instructing
others is not an easy one, natural to uneducated people.
Furthermore, peonle of ability and education are needed

' not only by the Church, but also for the task of scculer
government, which God wants to flourish also.

Therefore parents should, for God's sake, send their cﬁildren
to.school9 and should dedicate them to Him, that He may
use them for the benefit of others,

Formerly peonle went to school for the sake of their stomachs;
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ahd the majority of them studied in order to gain =a
prebend where one was providd for, supporting oneself by
the sinful saying of masses. “Why 4o we not honour Ged
by studying in obedience to His commandment ? ‘ithout
doubt He will also supply material needs, for our Lord
says ¢ 'Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His riéht-
-eousness and all these things shsll be added unto you, '
In the law of Moses God provided the Levites with the
tithe, There is no commandment in the Gospel to cive
tithes to priests; but it is commanded, nevertheless, to
give them.food, Thus Christ Himself says, (kt. x.,10;
LkxX., 7.) that the labourer is worthy of his hire and his
food, Therefore, even though the worlﬂdespises God's
commandments and does not gove pastors what is their due,
God will not forget those who teach the things that are
right, and will support them; for He has promised them food.
There are many abuses in the schools for children.

In order that the young may be taught in the right way,
we have put forward the following plan.

First of all, teachers shall devote themselves to teaching
children Latin only, and not German, Greek, and Hebrew,
as some have done up to the present time, encumbering the
poor children with such a variety (of languages) that it
has proved. not only fruitless, but. harmful, It is

obvious that such teachers do not consider the welfare of
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of the children, but teach so many languages to bring

credit on themselves,

In the second place they shall not burden the children with
a mass of books, but in every way avoid confusion.

In the third place, it'is necessary to divide the children

into three classes.

TEE FIRST CLABS,

The first class shall consist of the children who are
learning to read. With these the following course should
be followed.

First of all they shall learn to read the children's small
handbook (der Kinder Handbuchlein), which contains the
alphabet, the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, =and other pnrayers.
As soon as they know this, both Donatus and Cato shall be
introduced to them. The teacher will expound one or tvo
verses which the children will afterwards recite in =
subsequent lesson. In this way they will learn many Latin
words and acquife a vocabulary for speaking.

They shall he trained in this way until they are able to
read well,

We consider that it will not be valueless if the children
with a poor memory and not high intelligence do not learn
Cato and Donatus all at once. They should read them a
second time,

In addition to this they shall be taught writing, and should
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required to show the teacher their handwriting each day.
In order to learn many Latin words, some words for
learning by heart shall be given them each day in the
evening, as has been done formerly.

These children shall also take part in music, and sing

together with the other children, as we shall show below,

THZ SECONZ GLASS,

The second class shall be composed of those children who
are able to read,and are now ready to learn grammar.
They shall be treated as follows.

Every day, in the first lesson in the afternoon, the chilc-
-ren shall be trained in musiec, all of them, large and
small,

Afterwards the teacher shall expound Aesop's Fables to
fhe second class. After vespers, the Paedologia of |
Mosellanus shall be explained to them. As soon as these
books have been learned, the teacher shall select portions
from the Colloquia of Erasmus ﬁhich are useful and decent
for children, These lessons should be repeated on the
following day. |

In the evening, as the children go home; a saying from
one or other of the poets shall be dictated to them,
which they will~repéat in the morning. For example;

'Amicus certys in re incerta cerniture.'; or, 'Fortuna,
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quem nimium foret, stultum facit.'; or this from Ovid,
'Vulgus amicitias utilitate probvat.'
In the morning the teacher shall again expound Aesop.
Then he will decline some nouns and verbs, according to
to the ability of the children, many or few, difficult
or easy, and shall also ask them for the rule and reasons
for such an inflection,. As soon as they have leerned
regular constructions, they shall proceed to construe,
which is a very profitable exercise, but, nevertheless,
is employed hy only a few teachers.
When the children have learned Aesop in this way, they
shall be given Terence, whom they shall also learn by heart.
But the teacher shall be careful that they are not over-
~burdened. After Terence, the teacher shall introduce
a selection of the PFables of Plautus; which are suitable
for children; for example, the Aulularia, the Trinummis,
the Pseudolus, and others like them,
The lesson hefore noon shall always be arranged so as to
be devoted to grammar only; first etymolosgies, then syntax,
then pnrosody.
Always when this has been done, it shsall be repeated so
that the grammar shall be well impressed on the children.
For if this is not done all other learning is lost and
thwarted. The children shall learn the grammatical rules
by heart, so that they are made to learn thoroughly.

Where the teacher is not proficient in such work, as is
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often the case, he should be rehlaced by another who is
capable of grounding the children in grammar. For no
greater harm can ensue to all the arts than when children
have not been given a thorough grounding in grammar.

Thus it shall be maintained gll through the week, and
the-children shall not be given a different book each day.
But one day each week, Wednesday or Saturday, shall be
devoted to giving the shildren Christian instruction.

Some schools teach nothing at all from the Holy Scrintures,
while others teach nothing else, Neither nractice should
Ye followed. PFor it is necessary to teach children the
fundamentals of a Christian and pious life. Likewise
there are many reasons why other books as well (as the
Scriptures) should be given them from which to learn to
speak,

The following procedure should be followed, The teacher
shall hear the whole class, one after the other, recite
the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments.

If the class is too large; he might hear one part one week,
and another section the following. Then on one occasion
the teacher shall humbly and correctly expound the Lord's
Prayer; at another time, the Creed; and at a third time,
the Ten Commandments. He should impress these passages
thoroughly on the children9 for they are necessary to
living in the right way, by reverencing God, by having

faith, and doing good works. He should not talk of
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quarrels, and should not accustom the children to revile
monks and other persons, as soO many poor teachers are wont
to do,

In additiony, the teacher should give the children some of
the less diffidult Psalms to learn by heart, those which
contain some of the elements of the Christian life, teaching
of piety, faith, and good works. For example, Ps. 112.,
'Blessed is the man.that feareth the Lord.'s ps. 34.,

'T will bless the Lord at all thnesoig Ps. 128., 'Blessed
is everyone that feareth the Lord; that walketh in His ways. *;
Ps. 125., ' They that trust in the Lord shall be as iount
Zion, which cannot be removed but abideth for ever,';

Ps., 127., ‘Except the Lord build the house, they labour in
vain that build ito'; Ps. 133., 'Behold how good and blessed
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.'; - and other
not difficult and clear Psalms of this type, which should
also be expounded very briefly and correctly, so that the
children kmzwxzm® understand what they are to know from and

seek in them.

On this day St. Matﬁhew should be expounded; and when this is
doﬁeg repeated again. When the boys are older, however,

the two Epistles of Paul to Timothy, or the First Zpistle

of St. John, or the Proverbs of Solomon, may be explained.
The teacher should take no other book apart from these for
reading, For confusing the young with difficult and lofty

books is of no value, though some teachers want to read
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Isaiah, the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans, the Gospel
according to St. John, and others of this kind, in order to

acquire credit for themselves,

THE THIILD CLASS,

The children now being thoroughly grounded in grammar, the
most able of them should be selected to form the third class.
In the lesson after mid-day these should join together with
the others for training in music, Then Vergil should be
expounded to them, and when this completed, the teacher

gshould take up the Metamorphoses of Ovid, and later in the
'afternoong Cicero's Officia, or some of the well-known
Letters to Friends. In the morning Vergil should be
repeated; and the teacher, to keep up practice in the grammar,
may call for constructions and inflections, and noingp out

the prominent figures of speech.

The 1ésson before noon shall be devoted to grammar, so that
they are well practiced in it, If they know etymology and
syntax; they should be introduced to metre, so that they may
leérn to compose verse, For this exercise is very valuable
for the understanding of the writings of others, and also
enriches the vocabulary and enhances the skill of the children.
Then later, when the class is sufficiently trained in grammar,

the same periods shall be devoted to dialectic and rhetoric.
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Once a week, writing of letters or verses shall be asked
- for from the second and third classes.

The children shall.be urged only to speak in Latin, and
in order to make this both customery and attractive, the
teachers themselves shall speak in Latin to the boys as

frequently as possible.

S O e e =
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APPENDLIX NO, 4
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EXPOSITION OF THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT FROM
THE LARGE CATECHISM.

1529

Translation from Concordia Triglotta, pp. 611-630.
by Wo H, Ts Dau and Fo Be-nteo
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THI LARGE CASEGHISH,

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT,

Thou shalt nonour thy fathor and thy motihcis

To this estate of fatherhood and motherhood God has given
the special distinction above all estates that are beneath
itthat He noét simply commands us to love our varents, hut
to honour them. For with respect to brothers, sisters,
and our neighbours in general He commands nothing higher
than that we love them, so that He separates and distinguishes
father and mother above all other persons upon earth, and
places them at His side. For it is a far higher thing to
honour than to love one, inasmuch as it comprehends not only
love, but also modesty, humility, and deference as to =
majesty there hidden, and requires not only that they be
adressed kindly and with reverence, but, most of all, that
both in heart and with body we so0 act as to show that we
esteem them very highly, and that, next to God, @e regard
them as the very highest. For one whom we are to honour
from the heart we must truly regard as high and great.

We must, therefore, impress it upon the young that they
should regard their parents as in God's stead, and remember
however lowly, poor, frail, and queer they may be,
nevertheless they are father and mother given them by God.
They are not to be deprived of their honour because of

their conduct or their failings. Therefore we are not to
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regard their persons, how they may be;, but the will of
God ‘who has thus created and ordained. In other respects
we are, indeed, all alike in the eyes of God; but among
us there must necessarily be such inequality and ordered
difference, and therefore God Commands it to be observed,
Athat you obey me as your father, and that I have the
supremacy.

Learn, therefore, first what is the honour towards parents
required by this commandment, to wit, that they be held
in distinction and esteem above all things, as the most
precious treasure on earth. PFurthermore, that also in
our words we observe modesty towards them; do not accost
them roughly, haughtily, and defiantly, but yield to them
and be silent, even though they go too far. Thirdly, that
we show them such honour also by works, thet is, with our
body and our possessions, that we serve them, help them,
and provide for them when they are old, sick, infirm,

or poor, and all that not only gladly, but with humility
and reverence, as doing it before God. For he who knows
how to regard them in his heart will not allow them to
suffer want or hunger, but will place them =bove him and
at his side, and will share with them whatever he has

Or posSsesses.

Secondly, notice how gréaty good, and holy a work is here
assigned children, which is, alas / utterly neglected and

disregarded, and no one perceives that God has commanded
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it, or that it is a holy, divine Word and doctrine.

For if it had been regarded as such, every one could have
inferred that they must be holy men who live according to
these words. Thus there would have been no need of
inventing monasticism nor spiritual orders, but every
child would have abhided by this commandment, and could have
directed his conscience to God and said ¢ " If I am to

do good and holy works, I know of none better than to
render all honour and obedience to my parents, because

God has Himself commanded it. For what God commands must
be much and far nobler than everything that we may devise
ourselves; and since there is no better and higher teacher
to be found than God, there can be no better doctrine;
indeed, than He gives forth. Now He teaches fully what

we should do if we wish to perform truly good works; and
by commanding them, He shows that they please Him, If, then,
it is Bod who commands this, and who knoﬁs not how to
appoint anything better, I will never improve upon it."
Behold, in this manner we should have had ~ godly child,
properly taught, reared in true blessedness, and kept at
home in obedience to0 his parenté and in their service, so
that men should have had blessing and joy from the
spectacle, However, God's commandment was not permitted
to be thus (with such care and diligence) commended, but

had to be neglected and trampled underfoot, so that a
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child could not lay it to heart, and meanwhile gaped (like
a panting wolf) at the devices which we set up, without
once (consulting or) giving reverence to God.

Let us, therefore, learn at last, for God's sake, that,
placing all other things out of sight, our youths look
first to this commandment, if they wish to serve God with
truly good works, that they do what is'pleasing to their
fathers and mothers, or to those to whom they may be subject
in their stead. For every child that knows and does this
has, in the first place, this great consolation in his
heart, that he can joyfully say and boast ) in spite of =nd
against all who are occupied with works of their own choice):
"Behold, this work is well pleasing to my God in heaven,
that I know for certain., Let them all come together with
their many. great, distressing, and difficult works and
make their boast: we wil see whether they can show one
that is greater and nobler than obedience to father and
mother, to whom God has appointed and commanded obedience
next to His own majesty; so that if God's ‘Word and will
are enforced and being accomplished9 nothing shall be
esteemed higher than the will and word of parents; yet

S0 that it, too, is subordinated to obedience toward God
and is not opposed to the preceding commandments.

Therefore you should be heartily glad and thank God that
he has chosen you and made you worthy to do a work so

precious and pleasing to him. Only see that, although it
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be regarded as the most humble and despised; you esteem it
great and precious, ﬁot on account of our worthiness, but
because it is comprehended in, and controlled by, the jewel
and sanctuary, namely, the Word and commandment of God.
Oh, what a high price would all Carthusians, monks, and
nuns pay, if in all their religious activities, they could
bring into God’s presence a single work done by virtue
of His commandment, =2and be able before His face to say’
with joyful heart : "Now I know that this work is well
pleasing to Thee." ‘Where will these poor wretched persons
hide when in the sight of God and 211 the world they shall
blush with shame before a young child who has lived
according to this commandment, and shall have to confess
that with their whole life they are not worthy to give it
a drink of water ? And it serves them right for their
devilish perversion in treading God's commandment under
foot that they musf vainly torment themselves with wérks
of their own device, and, in addition, have scorn and
loss for their reward.
Should not the heart, then;leap and melt for joy when
going to work and doing what is commanded, saying : Lo, this
is better than all holiness of the Carthusians, even thougnh
they kill themselves fasting and praying upon their knees
without ceasing ? For here you have a sure text and a
divine testimony that He has enjoined it; %but concerning

the other He did not command a word.
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But this is the plight and miserable blindness of the
world that no one believes these things; to such an extent
the devil has deceived us with false holiness and the
glamour of our own works.

Therefore I would he very -glad if men would open their
ears and lay this to heart; lest some time we m2y again
be led astray from the pure ‘Word of God to the lying
vanities of the devil, Then, too, all would he well;

for parents would have more joy, love, friendship, and
concord in their houses; thus the children could captivate
their parents' hearts. On the other hand, when they are
obstinate, and will not do what they ought until a rod

i laid upon their back, they anger both God and their
parents, whereby they deprive theméelves of this treasure
and joy of conscience;, and lay up for themselves only
misfortune. Therefore, as every one complains, the course
of the world now is such that both young and old are
altogether dissolute and beyond control, have no reverence
nor sense of honour, do nothing except as they are driven
to it by blows, and perpetrate what wrong and detraction
they can behind each other's back; therefore God also
punishes them, that they sink into all kinds of filth

and misery. As a rule, the parents;, too, are themselves
stupid and ignorant; one fool teaches another; and they

have lived;, so live their children after them,
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This, now, I say should be the first and most important
consideration to urge us to the observance of this
commendment; on which account, even if we had no father
and mother, we ought to wish that God would sét up wood and
stone before us, whom we might call f~ther and mother.

How much more, since He has given us living parents, should
we rejoice to show them honour and obedience, because we
know it is so highly pleasing to the Divine kajesty, and
is,besides, the highest work we can do, after the sublime
divine worship comprehendﬁﬁin the previous commandments;

so that giving of alms and every other good work toward
our neighbour are not equal to this. For God has assigned
this estate the highest place, yea, has set it up in His

own stead, upon earth., This wili and nleasure of God

nght to be a sufficient peason and incentive to-us to do
what we can with good will and pleasure.

Besides this, it is our duty before the world to be grateful
for benefits and every goqod which we have of our parents.
But here again the devil rules.in the world, so that
children forget their parents, as we all forget God, and

no one considers how God nourishes, protects, and defends
us, and bestows so much good on body and soul; and
especially when an evil hour comes, we are angry and grumble
with impabience, and all the good we have received

throughout our life is wiped out (from our memory).
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Just so we do also with our parents, and there is no child
that understands and considers this (what the porents have
endured while nourishing and fostering him), except the
Holy Ghost grant him this grace.

God knows very well this perverseness of the world;
therefore He admonishes and urges by commandments that
everyone'consider what his parents have done for him, and
he will find that he has from them body and life, moreover,
that he has been fed and reared when otherwise he would
have perished a hundred times. Therefore it is a true

and good saying of old and wise men : To God, to parents,
and to teachers, we can never render sufficient gratitude
and compensation, He that regards and considers this will
iddeed without compulsion do all honour to his pearents, =na
bear them up upon his hands as those through whom God has
done him all good.

Over and above all this, another great reason that should
incite us the more (to obey this commandment) is that

God attaches to this commandment a temporal promise and
says ¢ That thou mayest live long upon the land which

the Lord, thy God, giveth thee.

Here you can see yourself how much God 1is in.earnest in
respect to this commandment, inasmuch as He declared it

to be well pleasing to him, and that He has joy and delight
therein; but also that it shall be for our prosperity

and promote our highest g00Gcoooo
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soooo PFor to have long life in the sense of the Scrintures
is not only to hecome old, but to have everything which
belongs to long life, such as healthp wife, and children,
livelihood, peace, good government, etc., without which
this 1ife can neither be enjoyed in cheerfulness, nor long
endurescocos

A11 this I say that it may be well impressed upon the
young. For no one believes how necessary this commandment
is, although it has not been esteemed and taught hitherto
under the papacyocococoo

In this commandment belongs a further statement regarding
all kinds of oBedience to persons in authority who have

to command and to govern, For all authority flows and

is propagated from the authority of parents. For where 2
father is unable to educate his child alone, he employs a
schooimaster to instruct him; if he be too weak, he enligte
the aid of his friende and neighbours; if he departs this
life, he delegates and confers his authority and government
upon those who are appointed for the purpose. Likewise,
he must have domestics, man-servents and maid-servants,
under himself for the management of the household, so that
all whom we call masters are in the place of parents and
muist derive their power and authority to govern from them.
Hence also they are all called fathers in the Scriptures,
as those, who in their government; performthe functions

of a father, and should have a paternal heart towards

thelr subordinates,
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As © 8lso from antiquity the Romans and other nations called
the masters and mistresses of the household patres- et
matres familiase, that is, house-fathers and house-mothers.
So also they called their national rulers and overlords
patres patriae, that is, fathers of the entire country, fer
a great shame to us who would be Christiens that we do not
likewise call them so, or, at least; do not esteem and
honour them as suche.

Now what a child owes to father and motherp the same owe all
who are embraced in the household. Therefore man-servants
and mgid-servants should be careful not 6n1y to be obedient
to their masters and mistresses;, but .also to honour them as
their own fathers and moﬁhersg and to do everything which
they know is expected of them, not from compulsion and with

' reluctanéep but with pleasure and Jjoy for the cause just
mentioned, namely, that it is God's command and is pleasing
to him above 28l1l other worksSsocoooe
If this truth could be impressed on the poor people, a s
servant-girl would leap and praise and thank God; and with
her tidy work for which she receives support and wages
she would acquire such a treasure as all that are esteemed
the greatest saints have not obtained, Is it not an
excellent boast to know and say that, if you perform your

daily domestic task, this is better than all the sanctity

and ascetic life of the monks ? And you have the promise
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in addition, that you shall prosper in all good and _fare
well, How can you lead a more blessed or holier life as
far as your works are concerned ? For in the sight of God
faith is what really renders & person holy and serves Him,
but the works are for the service of manc...l

The same also to be said of obedience to civil government,
which 1is also embraced in the gstate of fatherhood and
extends farthest of all relations. For here the father is
not one of a single family, but of as many people as he
has tenants, citizens and subjects. For through them;as
through our parents, God gives to us fpod9 house; and home,
protection and security., Therefore, since they bear such
name and title with all honour as their highest dignity, it
is our duty to hoﬁour them and esteem them great as the
dearest treasure and the most precious jewel upon earth.
He, now, who is obedient here, is willing end ready to
serve, and cheerfully does all that pertains to honour,
knows that he is pleasing k& God and that he will receive
joy and happiness for his reward. If he will not do it

in love, but despises and resists authority, or rebels, let
him know also, on the other hand, that he shal??gg favour
or blessing, and where he thinks to gain a florin therehy,
he will lose ten times as mucCheooo

If we would ever suffer ourselves to be persuaded that such
works are pleésing to God and have so rich a reward, ve

would be established in altogether abundant possessions
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and have what our heart desires, But because the %ord and
command of God are so lightly esteemed, as though some
babbler had spoken it, let us see whether you are the man

to oppose him, How difficult, do you think, it will Dbe

for Him to recompense you ¢ Therefore you would
certainly live much better with the divine favour, peace and
happiness thén with His displeasure and misfortune.

Why, think you, ié the world now so full of unfaithfulness,
‘disgrace, calamity and murder; but because everyone desires
to be his own master and free from the empmeror;, to care
nothing for anyone, and do what pleases him ? Therefore,

God punishes one knave by another, so that, when you defraud
and despise your master, another comes and deals in like
manner with you, yea, in your household you must suffer

ten times more from wife, children, or servants.

Indeed, we feel our misfortune, we murmur and complain of
unfaithfulness, violence and injustice, but will not see that
we ourselves are knaves who have fully deserved tnis
punishment, and yet are not thereby reformed. We will have
no favour and happiness, therefore it is but fair that we
have nothing but misfortune without mercy. There must still
be somewhere on earth some godly people because God continues
to grant us so much good J On our own account we should not
have a farthing in the house nor a straw in the field.

All this I have been'bbliged to urge with so many words, in

the hope that some one may take it to heart; that we may be
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relieved of the blindness and misery in which we are steeped
80 deeply9 and may truly understand the Word .and will of God,
and earnestly accept it. For thence we would learn how ‘ve
could have joy, hanniness; and salvation ‘enough, hoth temmoral
and eternal.

Thus we have two kinds of fathers presented in this commandmert
fathers in blood and fathers in officep or those to whom
belongs the care of the family, and those to whom helongs the
care of the country. Besides these there are yet spiritual
fathers;'not like those in the Papacy, who have indeed had
themselves called thus, but have performed no function of the
paternal office. For those only‘are called spiritual fathers
"who govern and guide us by the Word of Godeoooo

Those who keep in EEYX¥ sight God's will and commandment
have the promise that everything which they bestow upon
temporal and spiritual fathers, and whatever they do to
honour them, shall be richly recompensed to them, so that
they shall have;not bread, clothing, and money for a year
or'tw09 put long life, support end peace, 2nd shall be
eternally rich and blessed. Only do what is your duty, and
let God take care how He is to support you and provide for
you sufficiently. Since He has promised it; end has never
yet lied, He will not be found lying to you.

This ought indeed to encourage us, and give us hearts that
would melt in pleasure and love toward those to whom we

owe honour, so that we would raise our hands and joyfully
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thank God who has given us such promises, for which we

ought to runs to the ends of the world. For although the
whole world should combine, it could not add an hour to

our life or give us a single grain from the earth, But God
wishes to give you all exceeding abundantly according to
your heart's desire. He who despises and casts this to the
windsi is not worthy ever to hear a word of God.

In addition, it would be well to preach to the parents also,
and such as bear their office, as to how they should deport
themselves toward those who are committed to them for their
government, For although this is not expressed in the Ten
Commandments, it is nevertheless abundantly enjoined in many
places in the Scriptures. And God desires to have it
embraced in this commandment when He speaks of fafher and
mother, For He does not wish to have in this office and
government knaves and tyrants; nor does He assign to them
this honour, that is, power and authority to govern, that
they should ha§e themselves worshipped; but they should
consider that they are under obligations of obedience to God;
and that, first of all, they should earnesily and faithfully
discharge their office, not only to support and provide for
the bodily necessities of their children, servants, subjects,
etc.; but, most of 2ll, to train them to the honour and praise
of Ged, Therefore do not think that this is left to your
pleasure and arbitrary will, but that it is a strict command
and injunction of God, to whom also you must give an account

for ite
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But here again the sad plight arises fhat no one perceives
‘or heeds this, and all live on as though God gave us children
for our pleasure or amusement; and servants so that we should
employ them like a cow or ass, only for work, or as though

we were only to gratify our wantonness with our subjects,
ignoring them, as though it were no concern of ours what

they learn or how they live; and no one is willing to see
that this is the command of the Supreme Majesty, who will
most strictly call us to account and punish us for 1it; nor
that there is so great need to be so seriously concerned zhout
the young, For if we wish to have excellent and ant persons
both for civil and ecclesiastical government, we must spare
no diligence, time, or cost in teaching and educating our
children, that they may serve God and the world, and we must
not think only how we may .amass money and nossessions for
thems For God can indeed without us support and make them
rich, as He daily does. But for this purpose He has given
us children;Aand issued this command that we should train

and govern them according to His will, else He would have

no need of father and mother. Let mveryone know, therefore,
that it is his duty, on peril of losing the divine favour,

to bring up his children above all things in the fear and
knowledge of God, and if they are talented, have them learn
and study something, that they may be employed for whatever
need there is (to have them instructed and trained in a

liberal education, that men may have their aid in govermment
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and in whatever is necessary.)

If that were done, God would also richly bless us and give
us grace to train men by whom the land and people might

be improved, and likewise well-educated citizens, chaste
and domestic wives, who afterwards would rear godly children
and servants. Here consider noﬁ what deadly injury you
are doing if you be negligent on your part to bring up your
child to usefulness and piety, and how you bring upon
yourself all sin and wrath, thus earning hell by your own
children, even though you be otherwise pious and holy,

And because thisiig disregarded, God so fearfully nunishes
the world that there is no discipline, government, or
peace, of which we all complain, but do not see that it

is bur fault; for as we train them, we have spoiled and

disobedient children and subjects.
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THe Siall CaTaCHIS: .

5uCTION I

THS D57 COLLLiNDLLENTS

As the Hcad of the Family should Teach then
in a Simple Jay to His Household

S, W

THS FIRST COLILTDLLINT

Thou shalt have no other gods before i.c.
“Jhat does this mean? e should fear, love, und
trust in God above all things,

THL SECCIMD COMLLLIDILSNT

Thou shalt not take the na.se of tihe Lord, thy
God in Vain.,
v/hat docs th;s mean? ‘le should fear and love God thut
we may not curse, swedar, use witchcraft, lie, or deccive by
His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, pfaise,
and give thanks.
THS THITED COLLwLaNDLiiTT

Remember the Sabbath day, to kecep it holy.
(Thou shalt sanctify the holy day.)
“hat does this mecan? ‘le should fear and love God that
we may not despise preaching and His .ord, pbut hold it sccred

and gladly hear and learn it.
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THE TFTOURTH COLrIANDLLsNT

Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother, that
it may be well with thee, and thou payest live loag
on the carth.
what does this mean? */c should fear and love God thut vic
may not despise our parcnts and masters, nor provoke thnem to
anger, but give thew honor, serve and obey them, and nold thc:l
in love and esteen.

THS FIFTH COiaL.NDLANT.

Thou shalt not kill.
What does this mean? .'¢ should fear and lovc God that
we may not hurt nor harm our neighbor in his vody, but help
and befriend him in every bodily necd.

THe SIXTH COMIiaNDLIENT

Thou shalt not commit adultery.
“hat does this mean? ¢ should fear and love Cod taat ve

may lead a chaste and decent life in vord and desd, and sach

love and honor his gpouse.

THL SSVANTH CQbJANDMSNT
Thou shalt not steal.
ihat does bShis mean? ‘e should fear and lbve God ©That viC
may not tclke our neighborfs money or goods, nor et them by fulso
ware or dealing, but help him to improve and protvect nis propervy

and business.
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THE ATGHITH CORLLLNDLLSNT

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
ncighbor.,

“hat does this mcan? Je should fear end love God that “ic
may not deceitfully belic, betray, slander, nor dcofu.lc cur
neighbor, but defecnd him, spcuk well of hia, «nd put stne bost
construction on everytaing.

THE NINTH COruiaNDI _SLT

Thou shalt not covet thy neighborfs houso.
vhat does this wean? .je should fear and love Gol thabd ¢
may not craftily scek to get our neighbor's inneritancc or housc,
nor obbtaln it by a show of right, but help and bc of scrviee ©cC
him in keeping iv.

THS TENTH COLisiNDLaWL

Thou shalt not covet they neighbor's wife, nor his
manservan?t, nor his maidservant, nor his dﬁttlo, nor
anything that is they neighbor's.
What docs this maean? e should fear and love God thct

we may not estrange, forcc, or entice away fron our neigzhbowm

his wife, servants, or cattle, but urge thea to stay und 4o

their duty.

TH: CLOS: OF THa COLui. 1D ANTS

Jhat does God say of all these Comuandusnis? ic says thus:

I, the Lord, thy God, am a jealous God, visiting the inicuity ol

the futhers upon the children unto tae third and fourth
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generation of them that hate ile, und shouing mercy unto

thousands of them theat love e and keep iy Cozmunzndiacnts.

What docs this mean? God tareatens to punish cll Thot
transgress these Commandments. Therefore we saould foar Lis
wrath and not act contrary to them. But He proaiscs gracce and
every blessing to all that keep these Commandments. Thersiors

we should also love and trust in Him and willingly do according

to His Commandments.
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As The Head Of The Family Should Teach I%
In A Simple 'ay To His Household.

ceaQmmm

THE FIRST ARTICLE

Can Y ION

I believe in God the Father Almighty, iaker of
Heaven and Zarth.

What does this mean? I belicve that God has made me and
all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes,
ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still
preseryes them;

also clothing and shoes, meat and drink, house and houe,
wife and children, fields, cattle, and all my goods; that Ec
richly and daily provides me with all that I need %o support this
body and life;

that He defends me against all danger, and guzards me wnd
protects mc from all evil; G

and all this purely out of fatherly, divine goodacss wnd
mercy, without any morit or worthiness in me;

for all which it is my duby to thank and praise, to servoe
and obey Him.

This is most certainly truec.
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THZ SiCOND ARTICLS

EDELPTION

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, bora
of the Virgin iary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell; the third day le
rose again from the dead; He ascended into
Heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.

Jnhat does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ,
true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also
true man, born of the Virgin Lary, is my Lord,

who has redcumed me, a lost and condemned creature,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, wund froa the
power of the devil; nob with gold or silver, bub uith is
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and
death,

that I may be His own, and live under Him in His
kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness,

even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to

all eternity.

This is most certainly true.
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THZ THIRD ARTICLE

SANCTIFICATION

T believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Chris-
tian Church, the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. JAmen.
\that does this mean? I believe that I cannot by ny
own reason or strengbth believe in Jesus Christ, oy Lord,
or come to Him; but the Holy Chost has called mc by the
Gospel, enhlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept
me in the true faith;
even as He calls, gathors, enlightens, and senctifics
the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it uith Jesus
Christ in the one true faithjy
in which Christian Church He daily and richly forgives
all sins to me and all believers,
and will at the Last Day raise up me and all the dezd

and give unto me and all believers in Christ eternal lifc.

Phis is most certainly true.



THi{ LORD'S PRaYeR

As The Head 0f The Family Should Teach It
In A Simple ‘Jay To His Household.

JUPIONY o FIN

Qur Father who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy;.Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. iAnd forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
AndAlead us hot into temptation, but deliver us from cvil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forcver
~and ever, Amen.

THZ INTRODUCTION

Our Father who art in heaven.
Yihat does this mean? God would by these words tendcrly
invite us to believe that Fe is our true Father, and that we
are His true children, so that we may wiﬁh all boldness and

confidence ask Him as dear children ask their dear fatacr.

THE FIRST PETITION

Hallowed be Thy name.
That does this mean? God's name is ilndeed holy in itself;
but we pray in this petition that it may be hoiy among us also.
How is this done? ‘Jhen the Word of God is baught in its
truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead &

holy life according to it. This grant us, dear Father in
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heaven. But he that teaches and lives otherwise than God's
Yord teaches, profanes thce name of God among us. rroil this
preserve us, Heavenly Father.

THE SECOND PLTITION

Thy kingdom come.

Jhat does this mcan? The kingdon of God cowes indcoed
withbut our prayer, of itsclf; but ve pray in this pctition
that it say come unto us also.

Hovi is t@is done? ‘'hen our heavenly Father gives us
His Holj Spirit, so that by His grace we beliéve Zis holy ..ord
andllead a godly life, nere in time and hereafter in eternity.

THS THIRD PATITION

Thy will be done on ecarth as it is in ieaven.

7hat does this mean? The good and gracious uwill of God
is done indeed without our prayer; bubt we pray in this petition
that it may be done among us also.

How is this done? ./hen God breaks and hinders cvery ovil
counsel and will which would not let us hallow God's nanec nor
let His kingdom come, such as the will of the devil, the world
and our flesh; Dbut strengthcns and preserves us stoadfast in
His “Jord gnd faith unto our end. This is Eis gracious and good
will.

THEZ FOURTH PAITITION

Give is this day our daily bread.

That does this mean? God gives dagly bread indeed with™



89
=10-

out our prayer, also to all the wicked; but vwe pray in this
petition that He would lead us to know it, and to reccive oux
daily bread with thanksgiving.

“Jhat 1s meant by daily bread? Zverything that belonss
to the support and wants of the body, such as food, drinik,
clothing, shoes, house, homec, field, cattle, money, goods,

a pious spousc, pious children, pious servants, pious and
faithful rulers, good government, good weathcr, psacce, health,
discipline, honor, good friends, faithful neighbors, and tre
like,

TIL: FIFTH PaTITICH

..hd forgive us our trespasses, as viec forgive
those who trespass against us.

What docs this isean® 7Je pray in this petition taut our
Father in heaven vwould not look upon our sins, nor on tacir
account deny our prayer; for we are worthy of aonc of the
things for which ve pray, neither have we deserved thow; but
that He would grant them all to us by grace; for we daily sin
much and indeed descerve nothing but punishment. So 7111 we also
heartily forgive, and readily do good to, thoso wino sin againssy
‘us.

THS STOTH PETITION

And lead us not into temptation.

hat does this mean? God indeced tempts no one; but we

pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us, 80
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that the devil, the world, and our flesh mey nov deccive us
nor seduce us into misbeclief, despair, and other great shuiic
and vice; and though we be assailed by thea, that still ve
- may finally overconc «nd obtuin the victory.

THE SEVaNTH PaTITION

But deliver us from evil.

Jhat does this mean? e pray in this petition, us bac
sum of all, that our Father in hcaven would deliver us froul
every evil of body and soul, property and nonor, and fizally
when our last hour has come, graant us a blesscd cnd, zind
graciously take us from this vale of tears o Tiaself in
heaven.

TH: COLUCLUSION

For Thine is the kingdoa and the pouver and
the glory forever and ever. .ulcn.

"'hat is meant by the word #imen®? That I should be
certain that thesc petitions are acceptable to cur ether
in heaven, and are heard by Iim; for He Ziaself hus
commonded us so to pray, and has promised to hcer us. .Rh,

amen, that is, Tea, yeu, it shall bc so.
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THS SACILILNT CF HOLY BLPTISL

As The Head Of The Family Should Teach It In
A Simple Jay To His Household

S s M

I. THm NATURS OF BAPTISIE

v/hat is Baptism?
Baptism is not simple water only, but it is the water
comprehended in Codfs command and connected with God's word,
“fhat is that word of God?
Christ, our Lord, says in the last chapter of satthew:
Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing then in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
II. THX BLISSINGS OF B.PTISL

“That does Baptism give or profit?

It works forgiveness of sins, delivers frou death ¢nd
the devil, and gives eternal sclvation 1o all who believe
thig, as the words and promises of God declarec.

“hich are such words and‘prOmises of God?

Christ, our Lord, says in the last chapter of “arx: Tc
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not sinall be damned.

TII. THd POJEL OF BaPTISH

How can water do such great things?

It is not the water indeed that does then, but the word

of God which is in and with the water, and faith, which
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trusts such word of God in the watcr. For without the viord
of God the water is simple water and no Baptism. 3But with
the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a gracious vater
of life and a washing of rcgeneration in the Zoly Ghost, as
St. Paul says, Titus, chapter third: (According to His nmercy
He saved us) By the washing of regeneration and reneviing of
tne Holy Ghost, which He shed on us abundantly tnrough Jesus
Christ, our Savior, that, being justified by His gruce, ue
should be made heirs according to the hopé of eternzl life.
This is a faithful saying. |

IV. THE SIGNIFICANCZ OF BLPTIZING LITH UAT.UR

Jhat does sucia baptizing with water signirly?

It signifies that the 014 ..dam in us should, by daily
contrition and repentance, be drowﬁed and die with all sins anc
evil liésts, and, again, a new man daily coame forth and arise,
who shall live before God in righteousness and nurity forever.

vhere is this written?

St. Paul writcs, Lowans, chapter sixth: ~‘e are puricd
with Christ by Baptisia into death, that, likc as e wuas reiscd
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we &lso

should walk in newness of life.
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THs OFFICS OF This uu¥s kD CONFASSION

As The Head Of The rfanily Should Teaci It In ..
Simple Jay To IIis Household

S o Y

Jhat is the Officc of the neys?

It is the peculiar church power which Christ has given
to His Church on carth to forgive the sins of penitent sinncrs,
but to retain the sins of the impenitent as long &s they “o not
repent.

Jhere is this uritten?

Thus writes the holy JSvangelist Jonn, chapter tucaticth:
The Lord Jesus breathed on Fis disciples and saitin unto theu,
Reccive ye the Holy Ghost. “hosesoever sins ye renit, they wre
remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are
retained.

| “that do you belicve according to these words?

I believe that, when the called ministers of Carist deal
with us by His divine comwnand, especially when taey cxzclude
manifest and impenitent sinners from the Christian conzregutioa
and, again, when they absolve those who ropent of their sins uhd
are willing to amend, this is as valid and certain, in asuven
also, és if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt vith us dimself.

“hat is Confession?
Confession embraces two parts. One is that we confcss our

sins; the other, that we receive absolution, or forgivencss,
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" from the pastor as from God Himself, and in no uise doubt, but
firmly believe, that by it our sins are forgiven before God
in heaven.

“’hat sins should we confess?

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even of thosc
which we do not knov, as we do in the Lord's Praycr; but beforc
the pastor we should confess those sins only vhich we Kknow cnd
feel in our hearts.

“Jhich are these?

Here consider your station according to the Ten Coamzndmente,
whether you are a father, mother, son, daughter, master, aistress
servant; whether you have been disobedient, unfaithful, slothfui;
whether you have grievéd any person by wbrd or deed; vwhether

you have stolen ncglected, or wasted aught, or donec other injury.




~16-

THS SACRATNT OF THE ALTMR

As The Head Of The Family Should Teach It
In A Simple ‘ay To His Household

S o W

what 1s the Sacrament of the Altar?

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
under the bread and wine, for us Christian to eat and to drink,
instituted by Christ Himsolf.

Where is this written?

The holy Evangelists ilatthew, Lark, Luke, aﬁd S5t. @aul
(the Apostle) write thus:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which Le was
betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, He braic
it and gave it to Ilis disciples, saying, Take, cat; this ig
Ily body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of le..

. After the same manner also He took the cup when Ec had
supped, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to thex, saying
Drink Ye all of it; this cup is the new testament in 1y blood,
which is shed for you for the remission of sins. This ao, as
oft as ye drink, it, in rcouembrance of Le.

“That is the benefit of such eating and drinking?

That is shown us by these words, ®Given and shed for you

for the remission of sins®; namely, that in the Sacrament

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given through these

words, For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also
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life and salvation.
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?

It is not the eating and drinking indeed that does them,
but the words here written, "Given and shed for you for the
remission of sins®; which words, besides the bodily eating
and drinking, are the chief thing in the Sacrament; and he
that believes thesc vords has what they say and express, numely
the forgivgness of sins.

“'ho, then, receives such Saérament worthily?

Fasting and bodily preparﬁtion are indeed a fine outward
training; but he is truly worthy and well prepared who has
faith in these words, "Given and shed for you for the remission
of sins®.

But he that does not believe these words, or doubts, is
unworthy and unprepared; for the words "for you' recuirce all

hearts to believe.



97

SaCTION IT

HO., TIis Ho.D OF THE fU.TLY

SHOULD T.ai.CH IIIS HOUSEHOLD TO PRLY

LORNING ..ND sVENING

MORNING ¥RaYaR

©

In the morning, when you get up, make the sign of
the hbly cross and say:

In the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the

Lord's Prayer. If you choose, you may also say this little

prayer:

I thank thee, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Thy dear Son; that Thou has®t
kept me this night from all harm and danger;
o and I pray Thee that Thou wouldst keep ne
this day also from sin and cvery ecvil, that
all my doings and life may please Thes.
for into Thy hands I commend nysclf, ay
body and soul, and all things. Let Thy
noly angel be with me, that the wicked Foc
may have no power over me. JAmen.

Then go joyfully to your work, singing & nymn, like
that of the Ten Commandments, or whatever your devotion nay
suggest.

LVENING PRLIYIR.

In the cevening, when you go to bed, muke the sizn of

the holy cross and say:
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In the name of the TFather and of the Son .
and of the Foly Ghost. .men.

Then, knealing or standing, repeat the Creed and
the Lord‘'s Prayer. If you choosc, you may also say this
little prayer:

I thank Thee, my heavenly sather, through

Jesus Christ, Thy dear Son, that Thou hast
graciously kept me this day; and I pray Theo
that Thou wouldst forgive me all my sins vhere
I have done wrong, and graciously kecp e this
night. For into Thy hands I commend ayself,

ay body and soul, and all things. Lct Thy holy
angel bc with me, that the wicked Toe may have
no power ovor me, .uden.

Then go to slcep at once and in good chcer.
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HO.J WhH.a Hi) OF THE rFALTLY

SHOULD TEACH HIS HOUSZHOLD TO ASK

A BLESSTNG .. IWD ATURN TH.LKS

LSKING .. BLASSING

The childron and mecbers of the houschold shall ;o
to the table revercatly, fold their hands, and suy:

The eyes of all wait upon Thee C Lord,

and Thou givest them their meat in due

season; ‘Thou openest Thinc hand and satis-

fiest the desirec of every living thing.

Then shall be said the Lord‘'s Praycr and the
following:-

Lord God, Heavenly Father, bless us znd

these Thy gifts vhich we receive from Thy bounti-

ful goodness, through Jesus Carist, our Lord, ..woon,

FLUTURNING THANLS

Also, after ocating, they shall, in like .anner,
reverently and with folded hands say:

Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for Ec is
good, for His mercy endureth forever. Ic
giveth food to all flesh; IHe giveth to the
beast his food, and to the young ravcns

which cry. He delighteth not in the strength
of the horse. Hc taketh not pleasure in the
legs of & man. The Lord taketh pleasure in
them that fear Fim, in those that hope in

His mercy.

Then shall be said the Lord‘'s Prayer, and the

following:

Je thank Thee, Lord God, Hcavenly Father,
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through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for all Thy
benefits, who livest and reignest forever
and ever. Amecn.
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SACTION ITII

T.BLE OF DUTIAS

OR CLRT.IN PASSLWGES CrF SCRIPTURE IOZ V.nIOUS
HOLY CEDJIRS ..10D SS2.TUS JiliciBY THISA
ARG SuVERALLY TO 34 ADLEWISHED s TO

TILEIR CFFICs sND DUTY

Yo PR
TO BISHOES, P.STO0RS, .ND ut.CHIRS

A bishop must be blameless, the husband of onc wifc,
vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality,
apt to teach; not given to wine, no. striker, not greedy
of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;
one that ruleth well his own house, having his childron in
subjection with all grawity; not a novice; holding fast the
faithful Jord as he hath been taught, that hc may be able
by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers,
1 Tim., 3:2,3,4,6; Titus 1l:9.
WHAT THE HEARIRS 0.73 TO THIIR P.STORS

Tat and drink such things as they give; for the
laborer is worthy of his hire.. Luke 10:7.

Iven so hath the Lord ordained that they which
preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel. 1 Cor°9:14a

Let him that is taught in the jord comrunicate

unto him that teacheth in all good things. Be not deceived;

God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soveth, that shall

he also reap. Gal.6:6,7.
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Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of
HBouble honor, especially they who labor in the ‘‘ord and
doctrine. For the Scripturc saith, Thou shalt not muzzle thc
ox that treadeth out the corn; and, The laborer is viorthy
of his reward. 1 Tia. 5:17,18.

And we beseech'}ou, brethren, to know them which
labor among you and are over you in‘the Lord and adnaonish you;
and to csteem them very highly in love for their works sake.
- 4nd be at peace among yoursélves° 1 Thessu 5:12,13.

Obey them that have the rule over you, and Fubmit
yourselves; for they watch for your souls * as thegﬁgﬁst give
account, that they may do it with joy ana not with grief, for
thaﬁ is unprofitable for you. Heb. 13:17.

OF CIVIL GOVaRNINT

Let every soul be subject unto the higher poviers.
For there is no power but of Gpd; the poviers that be arc
ordained of God. .hosoever therefore resisteth the powér,
resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that resist shall
receive to themselves damnation.  For rulers are not a vorror
to good works, but to the evil. 7ilt, theu, then, not be
afraid of the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt
have praise of the same; for he is the minister of God to
thee for g;aod° But if thou do that which is evil be afraid
_for he beareth not the sword in vain; for he is the minister

of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
(o, 13:1=-4)
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OF SUBJECTS.

Render unto Caésar the things which are Cacsar's
and unto God the things that are God'’s. Latt.22:21,

ﬁhereforeAye must needs be subject, not only for
wrath, but also for conscience' sake. Tor, for this cause
pay ye tribute also; for they are God's ministers, attending
continually upon this very thing. Tender thecrefore to all
their.duos; tribute to vihom tribute is due; custon, to whon
custom; fear, to whom fear; honor, to whom honor. Rog.l3:5-7.

I exhort therefore éhat, first of all, suppnlications,
prayers, intercessions, and giviang of thanks be mude for all
men, for kings, and for’al% that are in authority, that we
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of
God, our Savior. 1 Tin.2:1-3.

¥ut them in mind to be subject to principalitics and
povers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to cvery good uork.
- Titus 3:1.

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of uan for tne
Lord's sake: whether it be to the King, as supremc; or unto
governors, as unto them that are sent.by him for the
punishment of evildoers, and for the praisc of theam that do
well. 1 Peter 2:13, 1l4.

TQ HUSBANDS

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to
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knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto thec weakef

vessel, and é; being heirs together of the grace of lifo,
that your prayers be not hindered. .nd be not bittor against
them. 1 Peter 3:7; Col,3:1¢, '
TO WIVaS

Wives, subnit yourselves unto your oun husbands
as unto the Lord. 3&Epn. 5:22.

Aven as 3Jarah obeyed ..braham calling him lord;
whose daughters ye arc, as long as ye do well, and are not
afraid with any amazocment. 1. Peter 3:6.

T0 PARINTS

And, ye fathers, provoke not your children %o
wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord. Zph. 6:4.

TO CHILDREN

Childron, obey your parents in the Lord; for
this is right. Honor thy father and mother; which is thc
first commandment with promise: that it may be well mith
thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. .sph.6:1-3.

TO SERVANDS, HIRED iuil, .00 4lPL0Y. LS

Servants, be obedient to them taat arc your unstors
according to the flesh, with fear and treumbling, in-'singlo-
ness of your heart, as unto Christ; not with cyoscrvico,

as men-pleasers, but as the servents of Christ, doing the

will of God from the heart; with good will doing service
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as to the Lord, and not to men; knowing that whatsocver
good thing any man doeth, tho same shall he reccive of
the~Lord, whether he be bond or free, Ipih.6:5-8.

TO #uPLOYARS .

snd yé naster, do thoe sume thing unto thon,
forbearing threatening, knowing that your .laster also is
in heaven; neither is therc respcct of persoas with i,
iph. 6:9. |
TO TH.S YOUNG IW GiwaR.l

Likewise, yc younger, submit yoursclvos unto ©nd
elder. 7Yea, all of you be subjcct one to another, and be
clothed with hunility; for CGod resisteth thc proud and
giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves thcreforc
under the mighty hand of God, that He may sxalt you in
due time. 1 Poter 5#5,69
TO JIDOJS

ow, shc that is a widow indeed, and desolute,
trusteth in God, and continueth in supplicatidas and pruyer
night and day. 3ut she that liveth in pleusurc is dead
while she liveth. 1 Tiam. 5:5,6.

o e e e

70 ALL IN COLa.Ou

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyseli.
Herein are comprohcnded all the Commandnerts, —0d.13:9.
And pmrseverc in prayer for all men., 1 Tia.2:1.

Let cach his lesson learn 1;ith ecars.
And all the household well shall fare.
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APPENDIX NO, 6.

A SERMON ON KEEPING CHILDREN IN SCHOOL.

From Works of Martin Lutherg Vol.iv., pp.l135=178%,
Translation by C, M. Jacobs. )




/07

Honorable and .jise
Lazarus Spengler,
‘Syndic oi the City of wuremperg,

my especially dear sir and friend.

Grace and peace In Christ, our dear Lorc cnc Lrue
Saviour. amen. ‘

Honorable and wise cear sir and friend.

I have composed a sermon to the preachers here ang
there, to the effect that they shall exhort thelr peonle
to keep their children 1n school. The tain, has grovn
under my handes and become aliost a book, thoun I nave haé
to restfain rnyself by force in oraer that it mi_ht nos
beéome altogethner too'big, s0 full anu ricn Is vhis suoject.
I hope that it ray do much good, and I have nublishes it
under your name with the sole thou_ht %nat 1t mav thereby
secure greater respect, ana be read, 1T it e crihy, by
the burghers of your city, for I well wnerceive that your

6]

pregchers will be diligent enouzh in this watter anc
(because they are peonle whom God has enctoved with Sreat
glfts) that they understand the case ant pusa it forvard.
Thus, praise Godl'they need neither my admonition nor vy
instruction. And yet 1t does no harm to have many

people agreeing with one ancther and resisting the devil

the more strongly.
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Zor 1t can scaprcely be possible that, in so reat &

city, with such a large crowd of citizens, the vevit il
not try his arts and tenpt some to despise the .Jort o7 Cod
and the schools. This is the case parvicularly necause Lheic
are many things there (especially commercial business ) %o
turn the children Irom the schools to the service vF lawion,
and without douwot the devil has these things in uine. If
he could cause the word and the schools %o be aespiseu in
Muremberg, his attack would have ﬁad no small measure of
success, for ne would have set an example that woull nave
mi_hty ilmportance thraughout Germany, an¢ ne woull, in
truth, deal all the schools in other cities a nara blow,
For MNuremberg truly shines throughout all Germany like a
sun ariong moon and stars, and what is practicel there nas

a powerful int'luence on other citles.

But praise and thanks be to Goa, Jho nas long
hindered the devil's purpose, and put it Into the heart
of an honorable and wise Council %o found anc equip sven
a fine and glorious school, at great cost anu expense.

It elects and appoints to it the very finest peo.ie, so

that (not to boast too much!) it used toc e the cuse that
no university, notv even Farls, was so well provicet uith
teachers. I say this on the testimony of taose who ware
trained with me 1ln universities, for I know their wisdon,

and have learned it too, and, sag vo say! I still know
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it all too well. ‘winis is ilnomeet a fine achleverisnt,
virtue of sucn a Famous clty, and an honour to its w
known Council.. For in this they have glven rich Ci
thouzht to thelr subjects, and nave contributer wo 3
eternal salvation, =s well as to thelr temporal »nrdl
honour. such a wvork Goa will assuredly strensthen 7
ever increasing blessing and grace, thou:h the devil
strive against it for a while, since he cannot »o na
such a fine tabernacle is built to the worc in als
must agsemble clouds and mist and dust, ant tey In e
to keep such glory from shining too far, or to turn
into Aarkness; what else could he do?

Therefore L hope that the ciltizens will acinowl
the fidelity anu tae love of thelr lords oy keeving
children in school and honestly helpins to support ¢
work, because they ses that, without cost Uo therssel
thelr children are so richly and diligently cared To
thawu everything is provided fo: them. This will ve
especlally if the preachers are really actlve; Ior
are not active, the common man will be attacied and
come by thoughts that come from 3atan anu give thils
turn to other affairs. Indeed he cannot think this
through, a® a preacher can, and see how important 1t

or how great the chances are for profit or for loss;
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ifore we must have patience with them, If only they are not
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obdurate or wickedé, I know Nuremberg well enouza o know gl
it has, thank CGod! many fine Christian citizens, who wdo jlacly
and from the heart that which they ought to do, Iii only they
know or are told their duty. They have thls reputation not
only with me, but Tar and wide, and there is no reason 0

Py

fear that they wiil Tail in thise. There maw, Ilndecu, Do
an ildolater or servant of the 1fol (I mean of ..armon) who
talkkes his somout of school and says, "If my son can :.0 SULS
and read, he can do enouzh; wWe now have German 0004S, esc., "
Thus he sets otner citizens wno are plous, a bad exainple,
which they follow without reckoniny the narn 1v (oes, and
with the b3st intentions, thinkiny It the rigac tholn_ aag tro
only thing to do. 'whls mistake the preaciners can easily
provide against, for every community, anC especially 50 _roas
a city, must hav® riore people In 1t than mercnants, anu RTINS
people who can 4o irore than keep accounts ané rear: Ternan
books, German books are made especially for tine couion |
to read af home. JSut for preachin: and Zoverniny anc sittin:
in judgment, all the knowlelge and all the lenjuazss in tho
world are too little, to say nothing of Gerrmany on-.y. wals
is particularly true in these days of ours, wien one 128 to
talk with other veobles more than with Wel _abor ..ans. “Yhese
idolaters think nothin; about governing, ead o not realize

that without the preachers and the rul:rs they could not

serve their 1dol a single hour.
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(T course, I believe that awong so many sestlc t.ere
may be an ldolater, or a few o Ther, who woull nod caro
whether honor or shaae cane to the heble clir o7 | ureibury,
so lons as they T thelir pfenalj. Ln the vvier .and,
people ought not ©o care zbout these 'alscnlovous wnoloters,
and shoulc let thew ann taeir bac examrle jo, anc tialazs,

Gy nen

il

"The xreatertne renutation tnat comes to sur ¢
an honorable Jouncll doals so feithfully ana enescly with
the schools, the _reater were tne shawme 17 <tz civizans

’

viere to desplise tnls fictelity and lrintness, an :8Cn.e

partakers of ©tha bhad- example ant of’ence [ Lvea 5o 2Uler

cities which then could sa iYes, thnat Is .nat cvhiey o 2
h 2 3

Nuremburg; there are people tnere too; why shoulf e U0 aar

better?'?

You iuolater, i you will not consider wnat 02 anu
honour reduire, and will think of notalng dut your iuol,

. God will yet Tind oneowle who will consiver it. Tnant

~
I

oC}

I have known sevepral cltles where the Council carsd nnthin
for the ord or the schools but Unere there Uere wanr rnlnui
citizens, whno by dally persistence compellesc Zac Uouncil ©9

- - P R

found schools ann churches. '“herefore, 17 God will, the

v3

snameful report w;il not o out f'rom iuremoury, S you

account, that the cltizens followed your exa Dle and

desplsed the schools which an honorable vouncil fountis and
WD

maintains with so great fldelity, at such great cost, waien

in much smaller citlies the citlzens have zot their schools
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even though thelr louncils thou:n% nothinz o7 uiei.
But wnere am L Zetting to with my tallX, cteaw Iy
suppose it lles in Uho nature of these thln_z wios C..32c ar:

to e much tell: about varem. In this case the tallzla_ os

@
besen done urfer your name ant that of aly the Murjaers
your city. I baz that you wiil take 1% 'tim !5, ool ol |

further and to pugn this matter, as, Lladee’, vn: Mave wone

and are doling. “od knows, I wean it well.

liay Christ ouvr Lord strengthen anl ™ressrva Tou wasl)
[ - %
that otay whep, If ¢od will, we shall see eac: vitasr 7.5
Joy end in anctaner snape. e nas siven You s5 .UCA D

o for iis worz and Hi: Jord will also ¢ 0a aw' ceinieto

Bt}

it all. To Hime Do nralge ant thanks Torever. ., :18n.
Your obedient,

LA LU0WIe .
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e AND L0 san CAlTen )3,

AU T ) S UBAUTER S

SiL WAULY . VS CoRISY,

T mTL TTIYT g
cabie ol sl _'J‘_‘;LLL .

Grace and neace in Christ Jesus, our Lovi.

iy degr i'rlends, you see Wit yow? 57N 6783 20T tlat

with force and sulle, and is af”licting us wita all aus
ofplagues; in crcer to destroy tie holy “ospel anu the

o Fal
!

kingoom of God, o if ae canndt destroy tham, oo ~inaer
them at every turn ana prevent them I'rom making sinlress
and palnlng the upper hané. fHwoni hls wiles, osne o Sle
very greatest, LT not tae _reatasst of all, ls thls - 2
teluces and .teceives ths courron neovle =o that they ave o,
willing to keen thelr children in school o brln_ then un
as scnolars. e pubs the mischisvous .dea inte thelr incs
that because thare is no nove for monkery, aunnerr, o

]

TS nu

s

priestcrait, as they nave existed heretoiore, s-8re
nore need Ior scavlars or Iop rueh stucyla_, ouUt Taat we

must consider how to make a living and et »rich,

This secems to ne to be u real masterplece o7 thae cevili.
art. e sees taat in our time ne cannov ¢o what ne would

like to co; tvhererore he thinks to nave als own wuy uita
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our riescendants, whnon ne ls pettlng ready in sur very s
50 taat they may learn nothlnz and inow nbthing, anu nen
we are deaf, he W1ll have bef'ore him a naiten, naie, ceiencce
less people, 'riti wnom ne can 4o as he pleases. or if Hhe
Scristures and iearning uisapnear, wnat will remain La
Germany but a oilsorderly and wilc crowd of Jarcaws o Lav. .,
Or pernaps, a pilr=8ty and a mob of wild Deasss? us e
does not let them see this now. He blincgs %shen in mestesL
fashlon, so that, vhen 1t has nzone to %he woin% wlarc e
wants it and thelr own experience cuimpeis Tae.: O sec L%
he can laugin in his sleeve at all the comolainin. anc e
nowling. However muca they may wish, thney Jill Glea 28 ool

to o nothing Gaac Will help, ang wlil have 50 sa- v.aas
tninss nave svne on oo long. 'lney wiil vhen ve Jillin: oo
3ive a hundred gulden for hal¥ a sciavlar, thsuza o9 sney

will not zive  ten “or tvo vaole scholars.
[N}

Ané 1t will serve tasm riznt. 3ecausas Taey ars not
now willing to suppuit ana keev pious, aondrwnle, v.psuovs
Senoolmasters «nu teachers, of'fered then by [ou, oo ralse
thelr caildren In tae r'ear of Jo¢, ano Lin v.riue, KnoTlat e,
lea:ning, and honoyr, with zreat labor, ¢lllence, onc cule,

-

and at smail cost andg exXpense; tiereiore vaeT ULLl gL ir
> b = [

(1)

thelr places sweutsn and dacchanten, Jross 2:ses onf Lout,
such as they have had vefovre, wno av great costv anc eIpUNS 2,

will teacih tne cnildren nothinz else than 257 uo de vsta:
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asses, and in return will dishonor their wives aad
daughters and weid-servants, and becosde lorde over thlir
houses and goods, as nas happened heretofore. This ill
be thé)reward of the great and snameful ingratituds iato
winilch the devil is so craftily leading tinea.

Wow because, as pastors, it is a part ol the 4uvy
of our office ©to be on our guard asalnst tnesc and otacwr
wicked wiles, we wust not (o ©“o sleep oun tzis .uiter,
vhich is of such great iaportance; bdub e aust iacits,
exhort, torment, «id nag, vith all our pouers aid
diligence and care, so that the coauon people nay not
let themselves be so deceived and deluded by the dcvil.
Therefore let each of us look to himsclf and reue.ber
his office, so that e does not go to slosh wnd allou
the devil to become zod and lovd. For if ¢ arc silend,
about this and go to sleep on 1t, and the youn:, »ec;ic
are ﬁeglected and our descendants becoae Tarvars or wild
beasts, it will be the fault of our silence &ad our
snoring, and wie shall have a heavy account to reader
for it. |

"o be surve, I gnow very well that auy of you
without iy exhortotion, arc doing this vork bettsr Lian
T can advise you; also I have previously pudlished .
book to ©the Couacillors of tne cities. ilevertieless,

because soae uay nave forgottong this, ox tiould be ilore
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persistent on account of Ay exwauple, I nave sent you
this serwon of mine, which I have presacihed :lore tozxn

once to our people. Froa it you can observe trat I .
working faithfully with you in this iwtter, wnl that

e are doing our best everyvhere and are zulltlcss belore
God in the conduct of ocur of’ice. The case it truly

in our hands, because vie see bhnat even tinose W10 &iC
called clergy tuke the attitude of imen vho would iet «ll
the schools, and their discipline and teaching, 50 TO
destruction, or even help to overthrow taed, becwUse
they cannot have their own way with then, «s tiaey €uec

did. This too is the devil's doing, through thes. Cod

help us. .auen.
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£ SARVION ON

REUPING CHILIORSN T SCHOOL

Dear friends: I see that the couion people are indiffercnt
to the maintenance of the schools, and are takinz their
children entirely gway from learning, and are turning thei
only to the making of a living and to care for their
bellies. Besides, they eitiner wiill not or cannot talnx
what a horrible and unchristian undertaking this is, and
what great and nurderous harm they are doing tarougzihout °
the world, in the servicc of the devil. Therefore I have
undertaken to give you thls exhortation, on the chance tnatb
there .way still be some who believe a little that taerc is
a God in heaven and a hell prepared for unbelievers, and
that they may be converted by this exhortation; thousgh
almost all the world is acting as though tiere vere neltier
a God in heaven nor a devil in hell. Therefore, I saall
count up the profit and loss in this thing. First we saall
take up the spiritual, or eternal, profit and loss und taen
the temporal, or vordly.

I hope, indeed, that believers, and taose who want
to be called Christians, know very well that the spiritual
estate has been established and instituted by God, not with
gold or silver, but with the precious blood and the bitter
death of His only 3on, our Lord Jesus Christ. From His

wounds flow the Sacraments (they used to depict this on

the broad-sides), and He earned it dearly that in the vhole
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world men should have this office of preaching,
baptizing, loosing, binding, giving the Sacranent,
conforting, warning, exhorting with God's Jord, ané
ﬁhatever else belongs to the pastoral officc. This
office not only helps to further and maintain this te.p-
oral life and cll the worldly classes, but it also delivers
from sin and death, which is its proper =nd chief vori.
Indeed, the world stands and abides only because of the
spiritual estate; 1if it were not for this estute, it
would long since have gone to destruction.
I am not thinking, however, of the nresent

spiritual estate in the rmonastic houses and the founda-
tions, with its celibacy, for it has long since fullen
from its first glorious feundation and is now nothing
more than an estave founded by woldly wisdom for the
getting of money and incoae. There is Hothing spiritual
about it except thst the clergy are not married, and
they do not need marriage, for they have souething else
in it place; except for this, everything cbout it is
'merely external, temporal, perishable powmdn. <They give n 0
heed to the ‘Jord or the office of presching; aaé unhare
the ‘Jord is not in use, the clergy iwust be vad. Butv the
estate of which I am thinking is that whiéh taeg ;he office
of preaching and service of “ord and Saoraments,JWhiCh
gives the Spirit and all blessedness such as one cannow

attain by any chanting or pomp. It includes the work

of pastors, teachers, preachers, lectors, priests (whon
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men call chaplains), sacristans, school-teachers, und vlst-
ever other work belongs to these offices and versons. This
cstate tne Scriptures nignly exalt and praise. St. faul
calls thew God's stewards and servants; bishops, doctors,
prophets; Godfs ambassadors to reconcile the world to Ged
Joel cualls them ‘“sayiors®, David "kings and priests’, Laggail
"angels'; and ilalachi says, "The lips of the priest keep tiae
law, Tor he is an angel of the Lord of Sabaotn®. OCarist
Himself gives then the saue name, not only in .ubhev xi, whero
He calls John the 3Baptist an angel, but also tarougn tihe winole
book of Johnfs ilevelation.
For this reason the ancients greatly avoided this

estate and dreaded o tvaeke the office upon tihem because of its
creat dignity and honor, und had to be forced and driven into
it. To-be sure, tihere have been many since taea wnho have
praised this estate highly, thougn more bécause of tne saying
of mass than because of preaching. This praise and glorifica-
tion greu to the point vhere the office and cstate cf the
priesthood (i.e. of tie sacrificing of the mass) vas placed
above iiury and the angcels, because the angels and .ary could
not say wass, a9d a priest could. <4 new priest and his first
mass were glorious, and blessed was the wvowan wio nad horne

a priest; though the office of preaching is the nighest and
chief of all, and it was not regarded so highly. In a viord

a priest was a man who could say mass, even though he did
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know a wofd to preach and was an unlearned ass. That is in
fact the spiritual estate even to the present day.

Now if it is sure and true that God Hiaself has
established and instiQuted the spiritual estate with Jis oun
blood and death, it is easy to conclude tiat Ze vwill have it
highly honored and not suffer it to be déstroyedcr tc ccase,
but will have it wmaintained until the Iast Jay. or the
Gospel and the Churcih aust abide until the Last Day as Carist
says in the last chapter of liatthew. But by whoa shall it
be maintained? Oxzen and horses and dogs and swine ill not do
it, neither will wood and stone. ‘e men shall have %o dc it
for this office is not committed to oxen and horses but L0 us
men. But where shall we get men for it except froa those o
have children? -If you will not raise your child for this
office, and the next man will not, and so on, &nd no father
or mother will give a child to God for this vori, waat uill
become of the spiritual office and estate? The old azen, ulo
are now in the office, will not live forever, but are dylng
off every'day, and there are no others to take taeir pluce
ijhat will God say to this at last? Think you that e will
be pleased we so shauefully despise His officc, divinely

instituted for His praise and our salvation, und vwon SO
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dearly, and because vie so ungratefully let it arop and

pass away?

He has not given you children end the :acans %c sunsort
them, only that you .ay do with thew as you plcuse, or
train them for worldaly glory. You ﬁave veen earnestly co.l-
manded to raise taea for God's service, or be couplcetvely
rooted out, with your children and everything else; tihe..
everything that you nave spent on thea 111l be lost. <he
First Commandment says, "I visit the iniquitdes of the
fathers upon the chilaren anto the taird und fourth jeneration
of them that nate .1e%. BSut how will you raiss Ghe: for
God's service if the office of preaching and the spiritucl
estate have gone down? ind it is your fault; you could have
done something for it and helped to maintain it, if you nud
allowed your child to stud:;. If you can do it, cnd your
child hes the ability or the desire, cnd you dc it not, »ub
stand in the way, listen to tais, Yog are guiltyr cf the
harm that is done if the spiritual estate goes Go.n, cad
neither God nor God's .ord remains in tie utorld. In so far
as you ure able, you are letting it go down: you will rot
give one child to it., and you would do tne sauc thinzg avout
all your children, if you had a world fill of the., thus so
far as you are concerned the service of God si..ply zees ©o
destruction.

It does not help your case to say .y neighoor keeps
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his son in school and so I need not®; for your neigabor cun
say the same thing and so can all the neighbors; meanuhile,
where is God getting people for His spiritual office? You
have the people and will not give them; your nsignbor also
will not give thew; thus the office goes to destruction so
far as your pgrt in it is concerned. Because, then, you allov
the office, insfituted and estahlished by your God and so
dearly won, go to ruin and be destroyed, vith such horrible
ingratitude, you will be sccureed and have nothing but shune
and misery for yourself and your children, or be so tormented
otherwise that both you and they will be damnéd, not only herec
on earth, but eternally in hell. This will not fail; ard ycu
will learn that your children are not so wholly yours tzat you
need give nothing of them to God. It is Fis will that He shall
also have a right in them; and they are aoTe Jis than yours.
In order that you umay not think that I aa too sewere with
you in this, I shall lay before you a partial stefEent of tne
profit and the loss (for who can tell it all?) that you
experience so that you yourself may be compelled to say that
you belong to the devil and ought rightly to ode Gamnecd eternally
in hell, if you find yourself guilty in this natter and do not
reform; OT élse that you may rejoice and be glad from the
heart, if you find that you are chosen by God, with your viealth

and your labor, %o raise a son who will be a pious Christian
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pastor, preacher, or school-teacher, and thereby have ruaised
for God a special servant, nay @s I have heen said) and
angel of God, a truec bishop before God, a savior of many
people, a king and prince in the kingdoa of Christ, and «
teacher of God's peoplé, a light of the vorld. .ho can tell
all the glory and the virtue that a real and faithful pastor
has in the eyes of God? There is no dearer treasure nor any
more precious thing on earth or in this life then ¢ rcal and
faithful pastor or preacher.

Geckon for yourself the profit wiich the preacaing-
office and the care of souls produce, your son is assuredly
producing this profit, if he is conducting this office
faithfullyo. For example - So many souls are daily tauznt by
him, converted, baptized and brought to Christ and saved,
redeemed from sins, death, hell, and the devil, znd througn
him come to everlasting righteousness to everlasting life
and heaven. AS Daniel says, "They that teach others snall siin
as the heavens and they that turn many o rizghteousness shal.
be as the stars in eternity®. Because God's “Jord and office
when they are rightly administered, must without ceasing 4o
great things and work actual miracles so your son must witn-
out ceasing do great miracles before God, such as raising
the dead, driving out devils, making the blind to see, the
deaf tb hear, the lepers clean, the dumbd to speak. Though

these thing may not happen in a bodily viay, yet they do

3



/24
-18-

happen spiritually in the soul, where the miracles are even
greater Christ says, in John xiv, "He that pbelieveth on i
shall do the works that I do, and do stilli greatver wvorks.” If
a believer can do this single individuals, how ruch more will
a public preacher do it to a great crowd? ‘ot that he does
this as a man! It is his office, ordained by God for this
purpose, that does it, that and the Jord of CGod waich ae
teaches; he is the instrument for tiais.

Now if he does such great works and miracles spirituclly
it follows that he does thema also in a bodily way, or ut
least begins and causes them. For how does it happen tiaut
Christians will risc froi the dead at the Last Day, whnd tact
all the deaf, blind, lawe, and those that suffer otiher bodily
ills, must lay these ills otr, and their bodies becoume not
only fine and beautiful and sound, but even sihinec as bright
and fair as suns, as Christ says? Is it not because here on
earth, through God's Tord, they have been converted, bccore
believers, been baptized, and becen incorporzted into Christ?
Thus Paul says, in Romans viii, that God will raise up our
mortal bodies because of the Spirit Jho dwelletn in us.

Now who helps men to this faith and to this beglnning of
the resurrection of the body without the oifice of preaching
and of the Jord of God, which your son has? Is that not an

immeasurably greater and more glorious work and miracle than
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if he were in a bodily or temporal way to raise the dead
again to this life, or help the blind, deaf, duab, and leprous
in the world and in this trahsitory life?

If you were sure that your son would do tiais worx for one
single man, viz., that he would wmake one blind man sce or one
dead man rise, take one soul from the devil, rescue one person
from hell; whichever one of these things he would do ought
you not rightly, with all joy pledge all of your property to
train him for this office and worxg, and leap for joy because

with your money you had accomplished so great « thing for

God% ‘/hat are all the foundations and monastic houses, as they
now exist with all their works, coapared with one such pustor,
pfeacher, or school=teaché}? In foruer times, and at the
béginning, they were fouﬁded, indeed, by pious kings, and

lords for the precious work of training such preaciners and
pastors; but now, sad o say! they have fallen, through the
devil's activity, into such & wretched state that they have
become caves of death and outer courts of hell, for tae
corruption and injury of the CHURCH.

See novi! - Your son does tﬁese viorks, not only for one
person, but for wany, nay, for 211 men together; and he does
them evéfy da&. Best of all, he does them in the sight of
God, Who looks upon them and holds them so nigh and dear, as

has been said, even though den may not rescognize them or pay
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any heed to them. MNay,’ if all the world calls hiam & aeretic
a decéiver, a liar, a rebel, it is so much the better, end is
a good sign that he is an uprignt nan and like his word Cprist
For Christ, too, had to be a rebel, a aurderer, zad & docziver,
and be judged and ‘crucified with the“iurderers° “‘nat would 1t
matter, if I viere a pfedoher; tnat the world celled Ze a devil,
if I knew that God culled me Eis angel? Let tane world call ag
a deceiver as long as it will; God calls ne iis true servant
and steward, the angek call me their comrade, the saints call
me their brother, believers call me their father, vurectehed souls
call me their savior, the ignorant call me their 1ight} and
God says "Yes it is so', and the angels and all creatures join
'in; Ali! How prettily has the world, together with the devil
deceived me, with its slanders and scoffings: Jhat has it
won at my expense? ~hat harm has it done wme? The dear thing!
I have spoken of the works and wonders which your son
does for souls, to help them against sin and ceatn and tne
devil. But for the world, too, he does great and aighty works
He inforas and instructs all classes how they are o conduct
themselves outwardly in their offices and ranks, so that the&
may do what is right before God; he can comfort and advise
those who are troubles, compose difficulties, relieve troubled
consciences, help to maintain peace and to settle and reinove
differences, doing innumerable VOTLS of this kind cvery day.

For a preaciher confiras and strengthens and helps to maintein
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peace and to settle and remove differences, dcing inanwicravlo
works of this kind every day. For a preaciner ccnfiras end
strengthens and helps to maintain governnent, and teagoral
peace’ of all kinds., e checks ths rebellious; tcocaes
obedience, morals discipline, and honor; instructe fctlers
and nothers and children and servants in their dutics; in

a word, he is the teacher of all secular offices cid ranis.
These arc, indeed tne smallest good works cof « pastor, zad

-

yet they are so aigan and noble tiat no wise .n @.long wil oa

(o)

[ 2]

neathen have either L1000 tnen or understood tinea, still 1lcg
been able to do thea., uy dore, even today no *urist,cno
university, fouadation, or honastery incus toese ciuis, Lha
they are not taught either in canon law cr geculer luvw., Jow
these spheres tihere is no one who calls thesc oifices Cod's
great gifts, or His gracious ordinances; it is only the

Word of God and the preachers that praise «nd honor thel so

highly.

Therefore, t& ¢ell the truth, peace, vaich is the greatoct

of earthly goods, =nd in whicih 21l otner te.poral CoGS ure
comprised, is really a fruit of true »reaciinj, for acre
true preaching is, taere war and discord and bloodsied ¢
come; but wherc the preacaing is not rigat, it is no “.ondcr
that there 1is war or constant unrest and the desire and the
will for fighting and the shedding of blood. e can see

right now that the sophists can do nothing but cry “3Blood”
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and spit fire. They arc shedding the blood of innocent priests
because they awuve murried, althouszh the pope and their cun

canon law, while they punish this kind of marrizge severly,

only depose the priest from nis office, but leave their persoas
and their »roperty untoucned and allow them to reteain their
Christian hénor; still less ¢o they condemn such »riests to
hell or tegard them as heretics. To this the jurists and all thac

world bear witness, «hd it was amade & lav at ths diet ef ..ureci-

£y

burg. But these blind blood-hounds have given up presciing an
betaken themselves to lies, and therefore ﬁhey cannot dcsist fro..
murder. The devil, their god, does this also. Ic¢ ues froi bie
beginﬁing, and still remmins “a liar and a aurderer.’

L true pastor, then, serves men din’l body and soul, in
pfbperty and honor. See now novw he serves God und vaat &
glorious sacrifice, or service, he renders; for oy his work
and his word the kingdom of God is maintained in the world, sb
too, are kept the Hame and the honor .4 the glory of God, the
trué knowledge of God, the right faith and understanding of
' Christ, the fruits of the suffering and blood and death of Chrisvo
the gifts and works und pover of tae Holy Spirit, the true und
saving use of baptism and the Sacranent, the rignht and pure
doctrine of the Gospel, the right way of disciplining and
crucifying the body. ‘:ho could ever give high enough praise to

any onc of these things? “'hat more can be said ebout them?
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The more one does with these things, the amore he carrics on
the battle against the devil, the world's wisdon, 2ad the
imaginations of the flesh; the more victories he wins; tie
more he puts down error and prevents heresy., ¥For he ..ust
strive and fight against the gates of hell and overcone tac
devil. He does, it, too; and yet not he, but his work cnd
his word. These are the innumerable and unspeakcble verks
and wiracles of the preaching-office. In a word, if one ".culd
praise God to the uttermost, one .aust praise Eis .Jord and tiac
preaching of it; for it is God's -Jord, and the preaching

of it ic lis.

Now even though you were a king, you ougnt not thiaxg
yourself worthy to give your sonwnd train hia to this officc
and work, even at the cost of all that you had. Is not the
money and the labor that you expend on such a son too
highly honored, too gloriously blessed, too profitably in-
?ested? Is it not counted in Cod's sight better than any
kingdom or empire 7
Yet, only see! You have in your nouse and on your lap that
inwhich you can invest it so gloriously. Snang and sname,
and shame agaln upon our blind and shemeful ingratitude!.

e do not sec What a fine and beautiful service we could
render to God; hnay, what great lords ve could be in His

sight, with just a little effort, and that with our oun

money and property.
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The sophists accuse us Lutherans of not tecaching gocd
works. Tine fellovs they are! .Lre not the things that have
been mentioncd good works?  hat are all the vorks of tne

foundations and the monssteries compared vith these glorious

°

]

wonders? They are the cawings of daws and ravens, and not us
good as the cawing of the daws; for the daus caw {roa love
because they take pleasure in it, but they hovl their
droakings without pleasurc, like hoopess or cwls. ..OU if it
was formerly the custom to think highly of new priests aad
their first messes, and if fathers and motiers uad all their
friends were glad that they had raised a son %0 be an idle,
lazy, useless mass-priest, or glutton, who puts God Vo sha:c
with his blasphemous sacrifice of the mass and his wastced
prayers, and scandalizes and defrauds the world with his
unchaste 1life; how much nore should you rejoice ir you heve
- raised a son for this office and are sure that he serves God
sc gloriously, nelps men so richly and smites the uevil in
such knightly fashion. You have mzde your son & geauine

and fine sacrifice to God and the very angels must loox
upon it as a splendid mniracle.

You ought to also knov the harm that you arc doing, if
you take the opposite coursc. If God has given you a cizild
who has the ability and the talent for this office, und you
4o not train him for it, but look oaly to the belly und %o
temporal livelinood, then bake the list of things sentioned

above and run over the good works and wonders noted trere,
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and see what a plous prig and saall potato you arc. Jor, =
far as in you lics, you are depriving God of cn aazel; a
~servent, a king «nd prince in Iis kingdod, a savior uwad
comforter of aen in matters thut pertain t; body and scul,
property and nonor, & captaln and a knizht to ficat czuinst

the devil. Taus you are auiing Hlace Tor tac devril wnd

1

~

advancing his kinsdoa, so that he keeps souls in sin wid
death and hell and daily brings more into tinewn, .nd wins
victories everyuwhere; the world remains in heresy, errors
contention, vwar, and strife and gets vorse every duy; the
kingdom of God goes down, together with Carisvicn falvi
the fruits of the sufferings e«nd the blocd of Carisv, Pac
work of tho tioly spirit, the Gospel, «id a1l vorshin of
God; and all devil-uorship and misbelief get the upéer
hand. All of this need not have hapoened und could have
been hindered, or even improved, if your sca had beea
trained for this uvork and entered it.

Suppose that God were to address you cix your deutn=
bed, or at the Last Judgaent, and say 9T vns hunzry, Shirssy,
a stranger, naked, sick, inprisoned, and you rondcred Ao
no service? TFor in that you have not done it to people on
earth, or to my kingdom or Gospel, but havc helped oput
them down and alloved aenfs souls to be ruined, you aave
donc this to me; for you could have helned. I had given
you a child and money for this purpose, but you wantonly

allowed me and my kingdom and all men's soulg to
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suffer want and pine away, and thereby served the devil
and his kingdon against me and my kingdom; nov let hin
be your reward. Go with him into the abyss of hell. iy
kingdom in heaven and earth you have not helped to build
but to destroy and weaken; but you have heloed the dcvil
to build and increase his hell; 1live, thercfore in tic
house that you have built®. How shall you stand then?

What think you? ./ill you not be overiaelmed, not by
little drops of sin, but by whole cloudbursts of it-you,
who now give no heed cnd go along securely, as thouzh you
were doing well not to train your child in doctrine? 3But
then you will have to say that you are justly condemnsd ©o
the abyss of hell as one of the worst and most harmful
of men who have lived oh earth, and indeed, if you wicre
to consider these things, even now, vhile you are liviar,
you would be truly horrifiecd at yoursclf, for o
conscience can endure it to be found guilcy of the things
that have been mentioned; how much less cuia 1t endure 1%,
if things like this, more than can be nuubered, fall on 1t
all at once, and suddenly? Your heart will thon nave ©o
cry out that your sins are more than the leaves and ©ae
grass; and greater than heaven andearth; and you ﬁill say,
with Lanassah, xing of Judah, "ily sins are more than The
sands of the sea, and my iniquity is great®. =ven the lav

of nature tells you that. He who can prevent injury, ané

does not, is ruilty of the injury, because he certiinly

willled and desired the injury and
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would inflict it nimself, if he hud occasion or opportunity
These people, therefore, are certainly as good us tiae devil
himself, because they are so hostile to both God wnd the
world that they help to ruin both heaven and eartn, and
serve the devil so faithfully. In a word, iﬂwe can call the
devil hard enoush names, then we can give hard enough na.acs
to these people, who hinder the work of God; for they are
the ssrvants of the devil.

By what I have said I do not want to insist thut every
man must train his child for this office, for not cll tae
boys must become pastors, preachers, and school-masters. 1%
is well to know that the childrcn of lords cnd great .cn
are not to be used for this worx, for tac vorld necds heirs
and people, otherwise the government will go tec pieces. I
am speaking of {the common people, wWio uéed to have their
children educated for the sake of the livings wnd benefices,
and now keep them away, only for the sake of support. They
do not need heirs, and yet they keep their children out of
school regardless of the fact that the children wre clever
and apt fér these offices, and could serve God in btaex, witn
out privation or hindrance. Such boys of ability ought to
be kept at study, especially if they are poor Jen's sons,
for all the foundations cnd monasteries and livinés
endowments were established for the purposc. Desides tihed,

indeed, other boys ought also to study, even thouzih tacy
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are not so clever, and ought to learn to understand, write,
and read Latin; for it is notv oanly highly learned Doctors
and liasters of Holy Scripture, that we need. e nust
also have ordinary pastors, who will teach tae Gosvecl
and the Catecnisa to the young and the ighorant, and
baptize, and zduinister the Sacrament. They arc of ao
use in a conflict witn heretics, but taut docs not .umttery
in a good building we must nave not only newn facings,
but also backing-stone; so ve nust have sacristans wac
other persons, viho serve and help the preacihcrs .nd toe ..o
of God. .

4Aven though a boy who has studled Latin aftervurds
learns a handicraft, and becomes a burgher, we nave ain in
reserve, in case he should have to bc used as a pastor, or
in some other service of the Jord. His knovledge does not
hurt him in the earning of a living; on the contrary he
can rule his house all the hetter because of 1%, and-
besides, he is prepared for the work of preacher or pastor
if he is neecded. It is especially easy in our day to
train persons who can teach the Gospel and the Catechis.u,
because not only Holy Scriptures, but knowledsze of all kinds
is so abundant, what with so many books, and so auch
reading, and (thank God!{) so much precaching, thet one can
learn more in three years than used to be possible in

twenty. Zven women and children can now learn from Geroan

(@l
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books and sermons more about God and Christ (B@m telling
only the truth) than all the universities, foundations,
monasteries, the whole papacy and all the vorld used to
know. But the ordinary pastors amust be able to use Latin;
they cannot do without it any .iore than the scholars can
do without Greek and HebTew; so St. iugustine says, and so
even the canon iaw prescribes.

But you say, “"Suppose things were to turn ouv badly
énd ay son were to become a heretic, or a knave of some‘
other kind, it is said that the learned arc tue crooked,
etc.” 0 well! You have to taxe that chance. Your
diligence and lavor will not be lost. God will have ra>azd
to your faithful ser¥ice and count it as though it nad
turned out well. You have to take the chance of how he will
turn out in any other occupation for which you train ninm.
How was it with the good Abraham? His son Ishasel did nct

turn out well; neither did Isaac's son ssau, or ..dea’s

son Cein. Should Abraham have given up training his son
Issac or Isaac his son Jacob, or ﬁdam inis son Cain for tiac
service of God? iow .1any bad <ings and peoslc thcre tere
among the holy and chosen pation of Israel, o tierc the
causc of heresiss and idolatries and all kiands of .isfortunc,
and who killed all the prophets! Ought Levi the priest to
have let the whole nation go on that account, and no longer

trained anyone for the service of God? How nany bad priests

and Levites were there in the tribe of Levi, which Cod
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Himself had chosen for the pricesthood? How nany neorlec has
God on the earth who misuse all is kindness cnd ull Tis
creatures? Ought He on that account desist from Iis kindncss
and let no man live? Cught He dease to do good?

Thén, too, in order that you may not viorry too such about
where your son's living will come from, if hc gives hinself
to learning, and to God's work and service, IIe has not 1laf%
you‘of forgotten you, and you ought not to worry or co.aplain,
He has prouised by St. Paul in I Corinthians ix, "Ic tiact sorves
the Gospel shall be'supported by the Gospel®; and Christ .imselr
says in iatthew x, ©.\ labourer is wortny of nis hire; eat and
drink what they have". Under the Cld Testanent, in order that
His office of preaching might not perish. He chose and toox
the whole fawmily of iLevi, one-twelfth, of the vwhole nation cf
Isracl and gave thes tho tithe from the whole rnatiow, besides ths
first-fruits of all kinds of sacrifices, their ouvn citics .ad
villages, fields, pature-lands, cattle, and all that goes 1ith
them., Under the iTewy Testarnent, see how, in forder tiues,
emperors, kings, princcs, and lords gave to this olffice rica
possessions, which the foundations and wonusteries no nold,
and use them to surnass kings and princes. HZctill not wind
cannot leave those vho serve Hin faithfully;.. the proaiscs thit
He has wmade are too great, when He hus said, in lebrews ziii,

wT will not leave thee nor neglect thee'.
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Count for yourself, too, hov aany narishes, preuciing placcs
schools, and sacristansiips there are. t’ost of tihem are
gufficiently provided for, and vacancies are occurrin;, every

o
day. ‘What does that meen except thut CGod has provided Kitecncn
and cellar for your son, sO that his 1living is ready for nid
before he needs it, and he does not have to sec. it? hen 1 s
a young student, I hcaxrd it said that in Saxony thsre vcrc (if
I pemember rightly) about eighteen hundred parishes. If thit w.erd
true, and every parisn requiréd at least two persons, & dustcr ard
a sacristan (except that in the cities there cre proachers, cadds
lains, assisvants, schoolteachers, and nclpers), ©iaex in tals onc
principality, there awe nceded asbout four thousand cduc.tis
persons, éf hom anout onc-third die off every ten yceurs. Iz would
vager that in half of Gerazny there are not four thetsand sunils
in the schools. I cstinate taat there are scarcsly eight hundred
parishes in Baxony; how many will that make for tihe wwhole of
Germsny? I would like o know where ve are goinz to jet pesitors
schoolteachers, and sacristans taree ysars froa nor. If ve ao
nothing about this, and if the princes especially do not try wo
gee that the boys*® schools and the universities awe properly
provided for, there uill be suéh a scarcity of uen that ve shall
have to give taree or four towns to one pasbor and ten villa
to one chaplain, if we can geb evep that aany .ei.

The universities at Jrfurt, Leinzig, and elscuherc arc
schools here and there, SO that it

ruined, and so are the boys’

is distressing to see them, and little JJittenberg nov has to
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do better than Ahy'of then. The foundations and thc monzsterics
(bad luck to them!) will also feel the scarcity, I think. They
will not sing the song through on the high piteh that thaey have
struck, however refractory they become, snd even though they hove to
put up with, or even reverence in their chapters, peorle vhoa taey
would once have been unwilling to look at. Let your DOy £0 on
with his studying then, and do not worry; perhapns if the Jorld
stands for a while longer and God gives the princes and citics
grace fo act, the property of the fcundations and the .ionesteries
will come back to the use for which it was appointed. ..nd ihere

is the use of worrying auch about the belly? Thers stcnds Christ
anc says, “Do not worry about what ye siall cat and dring; your
héavenly Father well knows that you need this; seck first tie
Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all ©this will come to
youv. If anyone doés not velieve, let him keep on vorryinc~ znd dic
qf hunger.

To be sure, it is true that a few years ago .uahy pastors 1ia
suffer great want, and they still do. That must be blziicd on the
evif that is in the vorld, waking the people so wickked and uhgrute-
ful and évaricious, and making them persecute the Gospel. 3y this
God is trying us to see wvhether we are upright and sincere. e
must think of this time as like the time of the martyrs, for then,
$oo, godly teachers suffered great want and poverty, as Paul hia-
self boasted, and Christ also prophesied in .ztthew ix, “.Jhen bhe

bridegroom is taken from them,.then shall they fzst®. That is the
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true fasting of the Gospel. 3Seldoa, too, has God's .ord come,
‘that hard times have not come with it. In the days of .Drahan
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, islijah, and LElisha, there was cruel want,
alongside of the great light of the truth; and in the beginring
of the Gospel there was a great famine throughout the world. “his
" has to be the fault of the dear Gospel and the Jord of God, aand
not of the world's previous iniquity and preéent obstinate in-
gratitude! Thus the Jews blamed all their misery cn Sie teacning
of Jeremiah and the Dlouans, wnen tiaey vore overthrom by the Goths,

knew nothing to blame it on except the fact thut they had becoue

-~

Christians; against this 5t. .\ugustine wrote a great booir, Je
civitate del.

| No matter what peovle say, the world is the yorld. ..s thoge
men becane liars and weré destroyed, so these shall beco.e liurs
and pass away, that Christ and His Jord may abide. IZe is scctcd
firm and high, as it is vwritten, "The Lord said to .y Lord, =1t
thou at my right hand”. There He sits; if anyone likes, and is
wicked let him pull Hiam down! 3But as léng as ne reusnias scuted

there, we shall reuwsin; what is the use? To put it in a erd,

your son can easily get as good a living in the preaching offico
as in a trade; unless it be that you are thinking of great
wealth and of makins your soi a great lord in the eyes of the
world, such as the bishops and canons are. If thet is in your
mind then what I am saying does not concern you. I an speaking

now to believers, vho honor the preaching office aund hold it high
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above all riches, as the office thaf is necarest to God Himself and
the highest treasure that is given to nen, so fhat they .1ay kno:
how great is the service they can render to God in this, as men vho
would rather have a part in this work, even with saall posscssions
than have this worldfs goods and beWithout this vork., These men
will recognize that the souls is more than thc belly, and that tihe
belly may easiiy have enough; But they that sececk riciaes will tuke
ali their goods with them; how can that fail?

Let this be the first part of tihis sermon, a hesty and brierf
account of the spiritual profit and logs which one has froea the
support or the neglect of the schools.

The second part will decal with the temporal, or worldly, profit
and loss. 4nd in the first place, it is true that the office of
worldly govermaent is in no way to be compared with the spirituzal
office at preaching, as St. Paul calls it; for it is not purchascd
at so dear a price as the preacning office, with the blood zad the
death of the Son of God; therefore it cannot do such great vonders
and works as the preaching office. For all the works of this estate
belong to this temporal, transient 1ife ., the meintaining of body,
wife, child, house, property, and honor, and wnct belonzs to tne heeus
of this life. a8 far as eternal life surpasses this teaporal life
so far so high above the te.poral of@ice does the preacning office
g0, For worldly lordship is a pictufe,’shadoﬁ;)and figure of the
lordship of Christ. The office of preaching (where it exists o8
God ordained it) brings and bestows eternal righteousncss, eternzl

peace, and eternal life. This is the praise that St. Paul gives
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it in Second Corinthians iv. But vorldly government nain-
and
tains temporal and transient peace /Aife.

Neverthelcss it is a glorious ordinance of God and
splendid gift of God, ““ho has established and instituted it,
and will have it maintained, as something that men cannot do
without, If there were no worldly gbvernmont, no azn could
live becausc of otiher mén; onc woulli devour the otner, .s
the brute beusts do. Therefore as it is the function and
the honor of the office of preaching to make sinncrs saints
and dead men live and damned men saved, and the devil's
children God's children; so it is the function and thc honor
of worldly governilent to make men out of wild beasts cnd %o
prevent men from becoxing wild beasts. It keeps & man's body
8o that not everyonec wmay slay it; it keeps a man's wifc so
that not everyone way seize and defile her; it keens @ mn's
child, his daughter or son, so that not everyoae .iay carzy
them away and steal taen; it Keeps a man's nouse, so that
not everyone wmay break in and commit outrage tnerc; it keeps
a man's fields and cattle and all his goods, so tnrat ot cver: -
one gay éttack and steal and rob and damage them. Yherc is
nothing of this auwong the beasts, end if it were aot for
worldly governwent, there would be nothing of it a.ong mca, ovut
they viould cease to be men and become nere beasts. Do you nov
think that, if the birds and beasts could speak, and uere to
gee worldly government ambng men, they would say, “C ¢ ent

You are not men but gods, compared with us! Low sufe you
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live and hold your property, vihile among us no one is sure Icr
an nour of life, or property, or means of. 1itd Thood, becausec
of the others! Out upon your thanklessness, wWho G0 not S$80
what a glorious life the God of all of us nas given you
compared with us bezstvs!i®

It is cervain tanen, that governament is a creation and cen
ordinénce of God, and tnat for nen in this life iv is z
necessary office and ranik, which we cuan nc nore do withoud
than we .can do without life itsclf, since witaout governicat
this 1life cannot continuc. Therelore it is casy ©o uadersound
that God has not coiuzanded it and instituted it in oxicr tnat
it wmey be destroycd, but that e will nave it mintainced, os
is cleurly stated in romens xiii by Paul, cnd ia First Jeber
iii, where it is said that they are tvo protect the good and
punish the bad. Now who will maintain it excciv uen, to
whom God has comwitted it and who verily nced i® for our-
selves? The wild becsts will not maintain it, nor will ticoc
and stone. But who ure the .aen that can waintainx it
assuredly not only thoss aen who vant to rule wita tae Iist,
as many now think to do. wor if the fist wlonc is to rule
things will surely co.e to such a condition as ciists eacny
the beasts, and whoever gets the better of wrothor will siics
him.in the bag. ‘'c have before our eyesemugl exciples
of how much good the fist does witnout wisdol or rcason.

Therefore Solomon says, in Froverbs viii, thut wisdoa
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'muét rulc, not force, and speaks of wisdom taus, "iinc is
both counsel and help; wminc is both understanding and night,
by me rust kings be kings, and counsellors sit justly®.
and in 2cclesiastes x, "iisdom is better than arior or
weapons¥; and again, /isdom is better than strenztn'. .11
experience proveé tinis and in all the histories we find thit
force, without reason or wisdom, has never once acco.iblished
“anything. 'Therefore the aurderers and tyrants, if tney Go not
proceed caubiously and get some justice and counsel and 1loiu's
agong them (even thouzn they are tnemselves wiexed), ahd
direct and use their fist and their pover zaccordingly, will
not.be able to continue, but will fall out with one cnotaer
and go to destruction of themselves. Briefly, tien, it is nov
the law of the fist, but the law of the nead trat must rulc;
not force, but wisdom or reason, amnong the vicikcd as ailcng tho
good.

sccordingly sincc our government in Gerdeny ust be
guided by the Homsns iwperial law, and this is our -overnlent's
wisdom and reason, given it by God, it follows that this
governaent cannnt be waintained, but must go to destrudtion,
unless this law is maintained. iTow who will amaintain it? Fiso
and armor do not; heads and books must do it. ‘len aust lcara
and know the law and the wisdom of our worldly gpvernment, I%
is a fine thing, to be sure, if an crperor, prince, or lord
is by nature so wise and able that he can get at the lav with-

out studying it, as could Duke Frederick of Saxony and
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Sir Fabian von Feilitsch, both bf whom I knew, I will not icention
any men who are now living. 3ut becausc such birds are rzre ond
their examples are dangsrous on account of the others who have not
this power by nature, it is better, in ruling, to i«eed the
common l;w that is written in the books, so that the zovsrancnt
may have'greater reputation and honor and need no miraclss or
special gifts.

Thus the jurists and scholars in this worldly govern:ient
arc the persons who preserve this law, and azintain the worldly
government; and just as a pious theologian and sincere preacher
is called, in the realmlof Christ, an angel of God, a savior,
prophet, priest, servant, and teacher (as has been said above)
so a pious jurist and true scholar can be called, in ths verldly
realm'of the emperor, a prophet, priest, angel, and savior.
Noreover, as a heretic or false preacher is, in the reala cf
Christ, a devil, thief, wmurderer, and blaéphemer, so a false
and faithless jurist, in the caperor's house or reall, is a
thief and a knave and a traitor a scoundrel and a devil for the
whole Empire. ./hen I speak of the jurists, I do not acan cnly

the Doctors of Laws, but the whole profession, including

chancellors, secretarics, judges, advocates, notarics, and oll

who have to do with the legal side of governsent; alsc the
big-bugs known as counsellors, for they,too, vork with law, cnd
belong amon: the jusrists; and just as the word "Counssllors”

(R et he) is not far from the word "Iraitors® (Yerre the r)

So the deeds of the two are not far apart; <+hey counsel their
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lords, at times, so faithfully that no traitor could betray
them so well. °

You see, then, the profit that & pious legal scnolar,
or jurist, can produce; nay, who can tell it all? For uhatever
belongs to the work and ordinance of God produces constantly
so many and so great fruits that they cannot be counted or
comprehendeda For one thing, he maintains and helps to further
with his law book, (by God‘'s ordinance), the whole worldly
government - emperor, princes, lords, cities, lands, and pcople,
as has been said above; fér all of these aust be prescrved vy
wisdom and law. 3ub who will praise this wcrk hizhly cnough?
Eben from it you have guardianship~and protection for your vody
and life, against neighbors, eneamies, murders. Then too, rou
have protection and pcace for your vife, daugnter, son, iousec,
and home, servants, money, property, lands, and overythinsg tasat
you have. For all of this is bound around, walled in, uhé
hedged about with law. The greatness of all this can never be
completely uritten in any booxs; for who will speak fully of
the unspeakable blessing of peace, and say how rwech is voun
gives and saves in one single year?

A1l these great works your son can dc, ané nhe can hecose
so useful g man, if you will hold hian to it, and haveﬁhin
study; and you can becose a partaker of all this, and inVest'
your money thus profitably. Ought it not to flatter you, and

be a great honor for you, to see your son al angel in the

empire and an apostle of the empire, and a cornerstoac and
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bulwark of temporal peace on eartin, and all this wita the
certainty that God so regards it, and that it is really true?
For although this work docs not ke men rizhteous before
God, or save then, neverthéless, it is. a Jjoyful comfort to
know that these works please God so well, and plouse dia
even more when such a man is a believer and in the xingdoa of
Christ; for in this way he thanks God for His benefits and
presents the finest thank-offering, the highest worship.-

You must be a gross, ungrateful clod, vorthy that .icn
should drive you ouﬁ among the beasts, if you saw that your
son could become a man o help the cmperor preserve his
empire, sword, and crown; to help the prince rule nis leénd-
to counsel and help cities and territories; to help protect
so many men's bodies, wives, children, propersy, and honor;
and would not risk enough on it to permit your s0a o study
and come to this position. Tell me, what do cll the founda-
tions, monasteries, aﬁd the like do? I would taxe the vork
of a faithful, pious jurist and secretary in preferencc to tho
holiness of wll priests, monks, and nuns, even wnen they arc
doing their very best. If these great and good t.orks Co
not move you, then you ought at lecast be wmoved by btiae lonor
and the good pleasure of God,\when you knou Thut oy this acuiis
you thank God so gloriously and render Hia such great servico,

as has been said. It is a shameful despising of God that vie

do not grant this glorious and divine work to our children
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and only stick them into the service of the belly zad of
avarice, and do not lect them study except to secic a living,
like hogs, wallowing forever with noses in tine filth, and dc
not train thew to so worthy a rank and duty. Certaialy we
must either be craz}, or without love for our children.

Buﬁ listen still further. Suppose that it is Godfs will,
and that He demands your son for this office! You surely ouc
it your God to help mainvain this institution, if you can.
Now it cannot be acintained unless we keep our children atb
their studies and in school; there is no doubt about that,
And there is need in this office of abler peopnlc than ure
needed in the office of preaching, so that it 1is nccessary ©o
keep the best boy for this vork; for in the preacains; officc
Christ does the whole thing, by His Spirit, obut in worldly
government one aust use reason, froa which the luve lave couc,
for God has subjected teuporal rule and bodily taings ©o
reason (Genesis ii), and has not sent tiae Holy Spirit from
hecaven for this ourpose. Therefore governing is aurder,
becausc it cannot ve ruling over ovhings vhet are certuin, and
4ilst act, so to speakr, in tae darx.

Wow if you have a son who is gifted for lourning, «ad you
can keop him at 1it, aﬁd do not do so, but go your way without
asking what is ©o become of worldly governdent aand law and
peace; then you are doing everything you can against wvorldly
authority, like the Turks, nay, like the dcvil hiaself. Tor

you taking from empire, princedom, land, city, a savior,
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comforter, cornerstonc, helper, and deliverer, «nd sO

far as you are conccrned, the eamperor might lose suord and
crown, the land lose protection and peace; @und you are tho
man through whose fault (so far as your po.er zocs) no

oné may have securely his body, vife, child, house, hoic, or
goods; but you offer all these freely on tac butecncrs vcncl,
and beconie the reason '.hy nen are to. become beasts, und devour
one anotiher in the end. 11 this you assuredily are doingz,

P
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especially if you are znowingly keeping your son out of
wholesonc office Tor tihe belly's seke. iow are you not & fing
useful aan in the world? Bvefy day you usc thc empire and its
peace, and by way of thanks ?ou rob iﬁ of your son zind sticu
him into the service of avarice, and thus you strive with w1l
diligence that there imay be no one to help mainteain she cupirce
and law and peace, but that everything way 5o to destruction,
provided only thut by this cmpire you may have and kcep your
own body and life, property and honor.

what do you think you have deserved by this? ATC you
worthy that men should let you live among then? 3ut vhat uvill
God say to it, “'ho has given you your child and your projcriy
so that you may serve God with thei and keep your son in ris
service? Or is it not serving God when ve hell gaintain dis
ordianance, and worldly government? Nov you neglect thet
service as though it were no concern of yours, or as: thouzh

you were more free than other men, and were not bound ©to SCIve
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God, but might do as ycu pleased with your son and your
property, even though God, with both Ilis worldly and is
spiritual empire, were to fall into the abyss. ;nd'yet you
wané to make daily use of the empire's protection, psace, and
law, and to have the preaching office and the “Jord of Cod
ready for you and at your service, so that God iy serve you
free of charge both vith preaching and with worldly sovernient
in order that, without any worfy, you may take your son ULy
from Him and teach him to serve only lammon. Do you hot thiak
that God will sofe day say such as BEZ NS DI CITI over
your avarice and belly-cure as will ruin you both here und
hereafter, with your son and all that you have? Deur fecllow,
is not your heart terkified at this abominable aboainztion,
your idolatry, despising of God, ingratitudo, your destrucition
of both of God's institutions and ordinances, nay, the injury
and ruin that you inflict on all men? Ah, well! I have told
you and warned you; do you see to iﬁ! You hear both the
profit you can gain and the loss that you can suffer, do as you
please; God will recompense you.

I shall say nothing nere about the fine pleasure that <
man gets from having studied, even though he never hcs cn
office of any kind; how at home by himself he can rcad all
kinds of things, now he can talk and associate w.ith the‘
learned; +travel and do business in foreign lands; for
perhaps@here are very fewl people Who arc moved by this pleasurc

- But since you are so bent on the pursuit of Idamzon cnd of
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a living, see how .:uch and how great is the wealtn that God
has put at the‘disposal of the schools and scioclars, so

that you have no need to despisc lcarning and kno:lcdge
because of your poverty. Then see that eaperows and kinzs
must have chanccllors und secrebaries, counsellors, jurists,
rand scholurs; tnerc is no prince who does not nced to have
chancellors, jurists, counsellors, sciaclars, «ad seccrevarics;
all the counts, lords, citics, and castles wus®t nove syadics,
secretaries, and otiaer scnolars; there is not : noble bub
wust have a secrectary; and to spcak of mcn of ordiaury
cducation, there are also the ainers ana the nercacnts, .nd
traders. Cnly count the nwiber of kings, princes, counts,
lords, cities, etc. <Three years from nou, waere shall w2 be
getting the educated .en, waen the scarcity is nc besinning
here und there? I rcally believc thnat kin;s will nwve $o bo-
come lawyers, princos chancellors, counts whd lords sccretarics
and burgomasters sacristans.

Unless somctihing is done about this culculy, e .2usv
become 'Tartars or Turks, or an uneducated scuoni - will
become a doctor and counsellor at court. <Lhersfore I acld
that there vwag never o better time to study then ncu; act
only because knouledge is so abundint cad-so cheup, dpt wlso
because of the grcat wealth and Lhonor that .uust follow
knowledge. Those who study in those tizcs will bocouac oi-

pensive folk, for twc princes and tiaree cities viill yet
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compete for one schcler. For whother you looir above you

or about you, you find that countlass offices are auvuitiazg
in these next ten yecrs for scholars, and yot tacre are very
few who are being truaincd for theg. ..nd not oniy has God
appointed such greut wealth for schools and sciaolers, bubt it
is honoruble and divine wealth, earned in & divine znd
honorablc position, by Qqny glorious, good, wnd useful vcerks,
which please God und are a service of God. Tias cvericious
man, on the contury, carns his wealth witia desnite (cwen
though his works arc not Godless «nd sinful) and itk hatoeful
works, about which he cannot have a glad consciencc, Lid
cannot say that he is serving God with thea. TFor ny »art, I
would rather carn ten gulden by a work that is & service o7
God, than a thousand gulden by a vork that is not a services of
God, but only of .y oun profit and of .amzon.

But with this honorable wealth honcr also gjoes. Chai-
cellors, secretaries, and the peoplc who hold offices sit also
in high placcs and help o counsel and to rulc, &s nas been
sald, and they are in actual fact 1ofds upon ezrta, cven
though they are not lords personally and by birtn and rankg.
Danicl says thut he had to do the king's wiorx, «nd it is trus.
A chuncellor aust attend to tne vors or businsss of CuRCror,
xing, or prince; & town secrctary aust o ths vork of ths
Council or the town; &and this with' God and with honor,—for
God gives it blessing and good fortune and success. ..nd

when an emperor, king, prince, is not at wvar, but rules by lau
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what is he except a secretary and a Jurist, if it is tac
viork he does that we are speaking of? Tor bacy doul with
the law, and that is the vork of a secretary or a jurist.
Who rules the prince's land and people when thore is NC&CC
and not war? It it the fignhting-.en, or the captuins? I
think it is the pen tha® does it. ..nd whet is grecdy-belly
doing, meuntvime, with him iammon? He coaes to no such honor
and dirties niwmself Yhe vhile with his rust-eaten moncy.

Tne dmperor Justinian hiwscli declares: C porisst
majestatem imepritoriam noén solus armis dscoratun, sod cviaa
legibus armetam essc. “imperial majesty¥. nc scys, 4usSt nov
only be adorned +ith aras, but also araed witn luus?. oo
how daringly this e:weror jurns his wérds about. e culils thc
laws his armor and ivicapons, and arms his dcccratibn uhd
adornment; he uould make his secrctaries his inigats cnd
fighting-men. It 1s finely said indecd. Tor the lauvs are
indeed the true armor and teapons which maintain end nrotect
land and people, ney, the very euapire itself, wnd the wisdol
is better than wight, «nd pious jurists are vhs truc nnights,
who defend the ewpecror and the princes. Lshy sayings of
this kind could be brousht out of the poets and vhe histerics,
but.it would take too long. Solomcn himsclf says, in ucclesgia-
stes ix; that a pocr Lan saved a city, by his wisdoil, fron

mighty king.
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I do not wish to be understocd as breaxing off
what I have said, with soldiers, fighting-men , and thosc
whose business 1s war, or us deépising or custing tacn off.
They ©voo, when they are obecdient, iaelp with their fist, to
protect peace and ¢cverything. Sverything nas its ovn nchor
before God, as Eis ordinancc and work. 3But I aust also
praise my own tradc for once vecuuse iy ncigabors have

E

fallen out with it and therc is danger thaet 1t 2uy codc iato
contempt. This is the viay thuat 5. Faul praisss his oin orffies
so constantly that sc.c think ne goes too far cnd is guilty
of pridec. - If tinere is anyone vao waiits ©o0 nave force wad

Ja

goldiers praised wna honored, ne will find enouzh chHout tas

(O]

things for wiicn they ave to be praised, I nonc, in ~peoilcr
littlc boolk, in hicih I nave praised tiae:i noncsoly cnd Jully
.For the jurists uinc petty scceretvaries do not nicasc .2 ov all
when they so praisc theilselvas as To despisc or siocck ot ctoer
clusscs, as thoush thney terc the whole tainzg wad BACIT Tl
nobody else in the world wio aaounted 0 «ayoulil LC3DT

o

et T n en e - e
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themselves. This is winut the saavelinas .ad bae
have done herstoafore. .11 classcs and all the “orks of
God are to be praised as highly as ever they can be, and nond

g oivhin.

cr

of thea to be despised in favor of anobther, for i
Confessio et magnificentia opuq@jus, Wohat CGeod coes is fair
and fine"; a&and aszain in Psdla eiv, “God is well dlcascd

with Iis works”. H@specizlly ousht preachers o iupress tocso
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schoolteachers impress thom on the boys, «né durcats on thelr

children, so that they ..y welﬁlearn what clugsss and cificcs
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are God's and ordaincd of God. If vaey knou tais,
they dcspise and :oci at and speax evil of noaz cf oiol, buv
hold thog all in honor, tict plcascs God and serves UG C.uST
of peace wund unity; for God is a zreat lord, and hus &Any
kinds of servants.

¢ find, too, S0:12 Suaggerers Vo pernit tlcaselves o
think that the nazc “secretary® is scarcely wLoTrony tc b
mentioned or listenzd to. 0 well! Do nobt let bawt .orry
you! Remeaber thut these zood fellous .aust soilctlaes 2.vC o
little pustime and fun, wad let this be'thei" funt  Teukh.re
gtill a secretary before God and tae vorld. ‘JACy 4Ly SUASESY
but notice that they pay the highest honor to the cuill., They
put it on tac tép of their hats ané their helaets as though
to confess, by this act, that the cuill is the highcst taing
in the world, without which they vould be zried for buttle und
could nbt walk about in timcs of peace, still less suugLlr SO

tnc

boldly. For they, too, ;ust ske use of the pszce thich

cmperor's preachers and teachers, i.e. the jurist, tecch and
maintain. You see, therefore, thct they put thc tool of our
trade, the good cuill, on top, and rightly; but the tool of

their trade, the sword, they gird about thcir loins, where 1%
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hangs well and is ready for their work., On thecir neads it
would not be becowring; there the ¢uill must vave. so it
they have sinned against you, this is thelr penance, and you
should forgive theid.

But that brings mc to this fact. There are :mny groat
to whom the trade of a writcr is a nateful tain;, bccausc
they do not knou, or 4o not consider, that it is a divins
office and work, and do not see nov necesSsary anG usciul 1%
is to the world; and if tpey vere to soe (vwiaich 28y God
forbid!), their knouledge would couc too lats. Jhercfere,
this is what you ouzght to do. ¥Pay no attention to then, «nd
look around at fine pious nobleacn, suci cs Count Georst von
Jertheim, Hawms von Schwarzeaberg, George von sruadshers, .nd
their like, viho are dead, for I 1ill say nothing sbout tao
living. nefresh yourself and coifort yourselid . it thc.,
and rewcmber bthut for the sake of one .wn, Lot, God honcred
the wholenland of woar; Lfor the sake of single Jaauan, Bhe
whole land of Syria; for tho sale of one Jcsesh, tae whole
kingdow of .sgypt. i1y should not you wlso honor all tac
nobility for the sake of the many honest nobleacn whoil you,
without doubt, have before your eycs? ..nd Jhea you locik a%b
them, you must thini that there is not a bad oac loft. ok

Oy

£

could it be that untimely fruit should not fall froa tiac i
tree of hobility and that somc of the fruit snould not o
woray and warty? That does not make it a bad tree, to bC
condemned, Thus it is with the children of God. Tor Ced

Himself spares the whole human racc for the sake of onc
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man, whosc name is Jesus Christ; if He uwere to 1loox only «t
men, He would have nothing but wrath. The preechers, to be
sure, and the worldly authoritics, cannot do this, wid ncither
look at nor consider anytiing bad, for they paust ounlsh tae
bad, one with the word, the other with the sword. 3But I

am spoaking to individuals, as Christivns, and say that they
ought to learn to distinguish netveen God's work and en's
wickedness. 1In all of God's offices and renks thers are .uny
wicked men; but the rank is and reuwains good, RO wutber

how much ien misuse it. You find Leny bad voxacn, auny fulse
servants, many unfaithiul .aids, wany vrong-coing officiuls
and counsellors; neverthcless, the classes Uives, scrvaats,
maids and all the officcs are Goa's instituticn, vork, &and
ordinance. The sun resains good, oven thouszh thie inole
viorld misuse, it, onc to ¥ob and another to kill, onc ©wo do
this kind of evil and anoticr that. ho ceuld do anytaing

evil, unless he had the sun to light hia to it, and tne

earth to hold hiu up, and toe air to keep him elive, und
thus had God Hiuself to sjuard hia? The sayin: continucs
true, Oanis creaturd subjecta cst vanitate, scd noa veleas
(Zomans ®wiii).

"some thinik that the office of writer is a light wad 1itde
office, while it is & real viork to ride 1n «rior cad endure

ncat, frost, dust, thirst, and other disconforvs. Of coursct
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That 1s the old story! Wo one sees where tine cther's shoc
pinches, end stands agape at the other wan's gcod luck,

Prue it is tnat it would be hard for ae T riGE in wrlor;
but, on the other hand, I wwould like to see¢ tne horscuan
who could sit still the vhole day and look into a bock, sven

though he hu@ nothing to care about, to drewi, to tolm:, or

-

-

to read. Ask a wuriter reacher, or spoaker vhether writin
] 3

G

and speaxing is vork; ask a schoolmaster whetasr teccains
and training boys is ork? "he pen is light; taes 1s sruc.
L1so there is no tool of any of the trades that is cusicy oo
get than the writerf's tool, for all that is needsc is scode
feathers and bthere are enough of theu everythers. Sut tic
best puit of the body (vhich is the head) ust 1oy acld aewno
and do most of the t.ork, wid the noblest of tho as.bsrs (hic

1

is the tonzue), <nd thac haizh faculty ( waicn is spcaean

T

N
el

-~

other occuputions, it is only the fist or the foot or tac
back of some other such member that has to vwork; and vhile

they are at it, they can sing and jesb, whien tie ritcn can-

e

not do. “Three Tingcrs Go it¥, they say ol 21vcws; oUs o

-

man's vhoie body and soul wvork at it.

T have hcard it said of sho praisevortny aad Cour

Jmperor iaxicilian, that when the bis men compleined beeuusc
ne used writers so much for eimbassics wad t.ork of the kind,

he said, . hat shall I do? They cannot pe uscd, so I huve



/58

t0 bake writers”; and again, VI can ke Laizhss, but I
cannot .ske doctorst, So, boc, I have heard of i finu aovle-
man who said, I will have my sonstudy, It is no _reat «rt o
hang two legs over a nhorsc and bocode & knight; &2 hus Qirozdy
learned that from e, That s well said. CLace wors, I do
not want this to be understood as tiaough I w.ere spoclilng
against tiase knightly‘class, or sny other class, but cnly wgeines
the worthless swapg-.crcrs, whe despise all learning ondé visdou
and can boast of nobhing except wearing armor and hunzins G0
legs over a horse, though they seldom have toldo it, wnd In
retufn nave enough of comfort, pleasure, joy, honor,_and
wealth the whole year round. It is true thut, s tacy say,
Knéwledge is light to carry «nd araor heavy; but wisurinz
armor is soon learncd, &nd wisdom is not soon lecraed, wnd 1is
not easily practiced or used.

To bring this talk to an cnd! ..e ougnt ©o l;nq:..’ that God
is a wonderful lord. His trade is to take beggars w1t 2840
them lords, just as e .iakes all things out of nothing. Yhis
trade of His no onc will interfere with or hindsr. I2 Aus
the whole HWorld sing to Him of Iim, in Psaliarcxii, f.ho 1is
like the Lord, .‘ho sitteth so hizh and beholdeth so deen?
"ho lifteth the small out of the dqust and raiseth the poor
out of the filth, that lle may make them sit cmong the princes,
Look about you, at

even among the princes of IIis people.”

the courts of all the kings and princes, at the citiosland
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the parishes; sec vhether this Psalm doeé not rule ita

many strong emamples. There you will find jurists, @octors
counsellors, vwiriters, preachers, o vere usually pocr

and have certainly becn boys at scnool, and awve iouatcd vpd
flown up by their pens, until they arc lords as ©the ¥sall says,
and like princes, help to rule lands and zcoples. IS ig nov
God®s will that vborn kings, princes, lbrds, and novles sheuld
rule and be lords alons; e wills to have Iis begrurs L.ith
then, so that'they tay not think that noble birvtn alone, and
not God alone, mikes lords «nd rulers. It is said aad it is
true, thut the pope too was & school boy. Tacrcfers do 0%
despise the fellows who coge to your door «nd s&y, <anc.lyropecwy
deum and sing for bread; you are listoning as thic r'sall suyve,

to the singing of great priaces and lords. I oo s suca

L

a Partekenhengst, and got b.oead &t the house-doors, cspecially

[¢

at Lisenach ay dear town, although aftervards .ydear futaer
lovingly and faithfully kept me at the uaniversity at .riurt,
and by his sweat and labor helpcd ae t0 what L have DCCOIS.
Nevertheless, I was a Partekenhengst, and I huve coue so far
by means of the writer's psn, as this Fsala says, thet T wouldl
not change with the emperor of the Turks, and azve his vealun
and do without ny inoulcdge; nay, I would not taxe feor it &ll
the wealth in tfe world heaped up many bises. .nd without

any doubt, I should not have come to this, if I hud not zot

into school and into the trade of writing.
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Therefore, have your son study, aﬁd do not hesitato
above it, and even if he nas to go after his bread acanm:ihile
you are giving our Lord God a fine bit of viood out of which
"He can carve you a lord. It must continue to oc & Tfact tact
your son and my son that is, the sons of comuon folk, .usct
rulc the world, both in the spiritual und the vorldly rwnks,
as this rsaln testifies. Zor the rich aiscrs cannot znd ©.ill
not do it; <they are the Carthusians and monus of l4iylon,
and they aust serve him day and night. Thc born princes
and lords cannot Go it alone, wnd especially tncy caanot
understand anything at wll about the spirituul oifice. Yaus
both kinds of govermaent on carth aust remain with tihe .iddle
class commaon people, and with their children.

and do not be distvrbed because the coruion miser dc-
spises knowledge so déeply and says, "Ha, if .y son can roui
and write German and do sums, he can do cnough. I & going
to make a business aun of him.® <They will socn be so tuue
thet they will dig ten ells deep into the cartn vith thoir
fingers to get a sciolar. TFor the business .Jan w11l aov
be a business aan long, if preacihing and lev shall failj this
T know for sure. .. theologiuns zand jurists .zust continue,
or all the rest will zo to ruin with us; this will neot fuil.
When the theologiuns disappear, God's “Jord also disappcars,
and their remains nothing but heathen, nay, hothing but

devils; when the jurists disappear, then the lau discppears
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and peace wiﬁh it, and there rewains nothing but roonary,
murder, crime, and violence, nay, nothing but wild beasts.

But what earnings and profits the business ron vill hove

when peacc is gone. I shall let his ledger tell aiz, and

what good all his property will do him when preacaing sces dovin,
I shall let his conscience shou hin,

It is particularly vexing that such rude and unchricticn
words are spoken by those who want to be so altozeticr
evangelical. They know hou to get the better of everyonc
and cry down everyoac with Scripture, zand yet taey will notv
grant either God or their own children so ruch hcnor or
wealth as to traih thew in the schools, so thut bhey uay coae
to glorious and divine positions, in which thej can serve
God and the world, cven though it is plain and certuin tiut
these positions are established and ready, andtvell provided
with wealth and honor. On thé contrary, they turn their sons
away from them and shove them into the service of Izunen,
of which nothing is plain and certuin, waich must bes full of
danger to body and wealth and soul, and which cuhnot be,
besides a.service of God.

«t this point I snould also tell ncy amny scnelars are
needed in iaedicine «nd other liberal arts, concerning which
a great book could be written and about whick one could
preacﬂ for a half year. :‘here would the precciners und
lawyers and ppysicians-come from, if we had not gfammar and

the other sciences of speech? They must all flow fro: tiais
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spring. 3ut the tasi vould be too long and too zrees.
would be brief and say tnaf 2 diligent and pious school-
teacher, or master, or whoever it is the fuithfully treins .id
teaches boys, can acver ve sufficiently reverdcd, or rep.ld
with any money, as even the heuthen ..ristotle sauys. rcvor-
theless, this work is «s shawmefully despised u.0ny us «s

lcave tias

£

though it was nothing at all. I ayself, if I coul
preaching office .nd other things, or had to 4o =0, “ould nov
be so glad to have any other work as-that of schcoliaster,

or teacher of boys, for I know that this is the dostv usolul,
the greatest, «nd the best, next to the worx cf proscain’;.
Indeed, I scarcely know waich of the tvio 1s ©vae vetoery rfex
it is hard to meke old dogs obedient and old rascals picus;
and that is the work at which the preacher rnust ludbor, ofvca
in vain. But young btrecs can be better bent und traincd,
though some of them break in the process. Leb it be one of
the greatest virtues on carth faithfully to trein otiner peonle’
children; very few pcople, almost none, in fact, do tnis for
their ovn.

That the paysicians are lords, we cal see viith our ovn
wyes, and that ve cannot do without them, our owun cxpericncse
teaches. But that they are a class that is ugeful to tne
world, « comforting and wholesoue class, and that their
work is a servicce accepbable to CGod and m=de and foundcd by

Him, all of this not only is proved by the nuture of the
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Work itself, but it is testified by the Scripturcs, in
Jcelesiasticus xxxviii where almost o whole cawpter iz givea
up to praise of the paysicians, It says, “Izou shalt ronew
the physician, for onec cannot do ~ithout hiw, and God oos
appointed hia, for «ll healing is of God. Tre sx1l11l of oo
physician bringeth hii vo honor, and in the siznt of ereet
men ne shall be held vorthy. God hath creatsd acticincs oub
of the earth, and he is no reasonable i R0 des;iscthﬁhog,
For as in the ti.ac of lioses the bitter vator wus swsetensd
with wood, it was kis will to make knoun ©C ua SA3DCDT TIRAT
medicine can do; and Ec hath also given to .iea tiis sxiil,
that FHis vonders wcy be praised. Tor hercuitin cuan she naygi-
cian soothe all kinds of pain, wnd gake wuny suweet ond zocd
confections, and prepare salves whereby the sick beccone well;
and of thése viorks of his there is no end, =3tc.” 3ut I 2ive
seid too much sbout this; tie proachersban dran; 211 Ghess Biin

gs out wore fully, id idpress upon the pecsle the prolit ond

(@}

lorld,

(@]

the loss that tiey can hcre produce, for ©ad el

.G o

b

and for our descendunts, vetter than I can Wwrits
T will lct everything rest here, for 1t aus bcen iy

purpose faithfully bto cxhort and urge everyonc wno c.n i1el}

in this cause. Onliy think for yourseli hoi .way goo0.C T1lnss

God has given you gratvis , and is daily ziving, nuuely,

body and soul, house and home, wife «nd cnild, the sorvices

and the ude of all Iis creatures in hecven «nd earbh; Ddesice

a1l this, the Gospel and the office of pnreaching, baptisa,
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the Bacrament, and tie vhole treasure of Zis Scn <ad lis
Spirit, not only vithou your merit, but also w.itoout tie
cost or trouble to you, for you do not nov nave to sumnort
either schools or parishes, as you would be bouad %o do
according to the CGospel. .nd you are such &ai accursci,
ungrateiul wretéh that you will not give a son %o be traincd
to preserve these gifts of God. You have everythiag, zgrutis,
and you show not a particle of gratitude, but you let CGol's
kingdom and men's sould® salvation go to ruin «nd hcls cucst
it down to the ground.

Cught not God %o be cngry over this? Cuzht not fuuine
come? Ought not pastilence,tho sweating-sickness, and %26
French disease'find us? Cught not blind folk, =:ild, raving
tyrants, rule? Cught not var and contention arise? Culnt
not goveranment in Geraany become bad? Cught not Tuwri wna
Tartar plunder us? ilay, it would be no vonder if God cpened
the doors and vindows of hell and snoved and nuiled devils
among us, or let briuastone and hell-fire rain fron heaven
and sink us, all together, into the abyss of aell, like

or

jan

a

vy

Sodow and Gomorrah. TFor if Sodoa and Gomorran nad
seen or heard as nuch «s we, taey iould be standing today.
They were not one tenth as uicked as Geruany is, for tnsy
had not God's .Jord and the precaching office, winile we huve
both gratis, and act like men who want God and Iis vord, and

all moral control and honor to go to ruin; indced, the funatvics
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have actually begun to suppress the Jord of God. The
nobles and the rich men, too, have attacked it to overturou
good morals and honor, so thit we lay becomc the kiad of
people that we have deserved to be.

FYor what clse are the Gospel and the preaciaing officé Vil
we have than the blood and sweat of our.Lord? e von thau
by His anguished, bloody svieat, earned thea by His blood and
Cross, and gave thea to us. .'e have thea “.ithout any ccst
to ourselves, and heve done nothing for theu, nor ziven
anything. Aih God! IHow bitter it was for Ziwm, znd yet hou
kindly and gladly Ze did it! oy greatly the dear _.postlcs
and all the saints suffered in order that these taoings .Uzt
come to us! How many have been put to death for tneu in our
own tigme! To speak of wyself, too, how wany tiwmes I huve hed
to suffer death for them, so that I might serve ay Gerions
with them! But &ll this is nothing, compured with vihut Chrict
God's Son and our dear heart, has spent on thei. .nd yet
by all this suffering, He will have earned from us only this,
some persecute this office and condeﬁn, anG¢ slundor it, wnd
wish itto the devil; while others keep nands off, suﬁport
neither pastors nor preachers, and give nothing torards tnelix
maintenance. 3esides t?is they turn the children uway Iroa
this office, so +that it will soon go to destruction, and

Christ' blood and agony be in vain; and yeb, they go their
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ways undisturbed, have no qualms of eonsciencc, 20 repentancc,
and no sorrow for this hellish and aore than hellish in-
gratitude, this unspeakablc sin and blasphcay. Trney shou
neither fear nor awe of God's wrath, neither desive nor leve
for the dear Saviour in return for His bitter and hard pains.
Weverthcless, with these terrible cbominutions thney vant to b
Evangelicals and Christians!

If this is the way that things are to go in Ger.iay, X
an sorry that I was born & Geriman, Or ever 1yrote Or SpoLo
German; and if I eould do it with a good conscicnce, I would
give my aid and counsel to have ths pope come back over us,
and oppress and spame ‘and ruin us vorse than cver he daid
before. Formerly, when people scrved the devil wnd put tno
blood of Christ to shame, all the purses viere wide open, <anG
there wus no limit to wen's giving to churches, schools, =ac
all sorts of abominations. Children could be dirivca, pushod,
and forced into monasteries, churches, foundutions, a4 sciocls
at unspcakable cost, and all of it was lost, 3ut nou, .hch
they are to found real scnools wnd real chu}ches, nay, not
found them, but keep then in repcir, for God has fcundcd troi
and given them enough.even for their maintenuncc., cad e

honour Christ's hloqd is to found 2 real chmrch, nov, Iary,
know what God's .~ord is and tThat tO/all the purscs ure closed
with iron chains, and nobody can zive aqything° Lna besidcs
they tear their children away, and do nct allow thea ©o de
supported by the churches (to which we give nothing) and to

enter these wholesomc offices, in which, without their

Y
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effort vhey are cared for even in temporal things, in order
to serve God and nhonor and preserve Christ's blood and »ains;
but they push them, ratiher, into tihe jaws of iaanon, meanaile
treading Christ's blood undcr foot; and yet they wre good
Christiansi

I pray that God will graciously lct ue die and vake ac
hence, that I may not sec the uisery that aust coae over
Germany. For I believe that If ten l.osescs stocd and prayed
for ws, they wouid accomplish nothing. I feel, too, wien I
would pray for ay deer Geraany, that 4y prayer rebounds, and
does not press up to heaven, as it does vhen I pray for otaer
things. For it shall be that God will save Lot aad sing
Sodom. God grunt tihat I am compolled to lie, and be in this
matter, a falsec propnet! That would happen, if e rafcracd,
and honored our Lordf's ‘Jord and His precious blood and &eubil
otherwise than ve have done heretofore, und nelsed and truincd
our young people for God's offices, as has been said.
) But I nold that it is the duty of the governgent to
compel its subjccts to koed their children in school,
especially thosc children 1ho viere mentioned sbove. For 1t
is truly its duty to maintain the officés ..nd classes that
have been mentioned, so that preachers, jurists, pastors,
writers, physicians, schoolnasters, and the like @uy continue,

for we cunnot do without them. If it czn compel its subjecis
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wno wre fitted for tne worz to carry »niikec and lusist, .22 522
walls, anc Go otacr wiands of “iork, waen uar is ncccssury; Tou
waeh more can it wana ouznt it compdl its subjcets oo ooy tacin
children in sciocl, bocuuse pere taere is & VOXSC ul Co, . .Ul
with the very dcvil, .20 goes about o suck out sscwelly GSac
strength of citics una princedoms, «nd crpty tisc:i cf adle

- P - - -

persons, until he nas bored out tvhe pitia, and 1ot «a S 823l

’

of useless folk, with whow he can play and jug,lc <s 2o will.

2

"hat is, indeed, sturving out &« city or a land; 1t destrer:

.

-~ ,’

itself without battlc, before one is awarc of it. Whe Juru
acts diffcrently. He takes every third child in ais wzolc
empire and trains it for vhet a8 111, ToJ Juch CPC cuoh oun
child cvay from its sarcnts, but is for thoir o G004 toc;Lad
it trains him for uscfulness to the community, cad for «n office
in which enough is given him.

Tacrefore, lct cveryone be on ais cuard who can. Lot the
governaent, when it secs a promising boy, have aizn 22U in
school; if the father is poor, let it help hin with churca
" property. ZLet the rich make their wills with this vori in
view, as somc have done wWio have endowed stipcads; that is tiac
right way to begucath your .oney to the Church., <Thnis 2y you
purfatory, but by maintaining God's offices yon be}p the y
do not, to be surc, release departed souls Ifros/living and Gacsc
to come vho are not yet born, so that they do not get into

nay, so that they are released froa nell and 30 to

That

purgatory,

heaven; and ypu help the living to peacc and co.afort.
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would bc a praisevorthy Christian testanent,; und Cod teculd
have delight and nlcasure init, and vwould bless .nd nonor
you in return, by givinz you pleesure zorg joy. in Him.
“ell, then, dour Gerasns, I have said enouza tc you.
You have heddd your prophct. God grant that vc .ay casy

IIis Jord, to praisc and thank our dear Lord for Tis prcclous

of lils blessings. .Jusi.
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APPENDLX HO, 7,

PREFACE TO LINK'S TRANSLATION
OF CAPELLA'S "HISTORICAL COMMENTARIES

ON THE RECRNT HISTORY OF ITALY, "

1538,

Translated from Weimar Edition, Vol., L., Dp.383-385,
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The famous Roman, Varro, says that the best way of all to
learn is to give examples, or 'parebles'; to one's words,
for this makes.statements easier to understand, and much
simpler to grasp. Otherwise, wherever words are heard
without‘parables - however just and true they may be -
they do not move our hearts so greatly, nor are they so
easy and certain of comprehension. That is why "Histories"
are such delightful projects. For that which philosophers;
wise men, and the whole of man's reason can teasch or
imagine, which is useful to the leading of a good Christian
life, is given vividly by "Histories", with examples and
stories., For they set things right before our eyes, as
if we were present, and as if we saw those events hapnening,
which, before, were borne to our ears by teaching.

So we discover not only how men acted and lived, how pious
and wise they were, but also how they fared, how they were
rewarded. We discover, moreower, how those peobnle lived,
who were wicked and foolish, and how they were repaid for it.
And if you think about it carefully, almost all laws, art,
good advice, admonition, threats, fears, comfort, strength,
caution, wisdom, cleverness, together with all virtues,
spring from histories and stories, as from a living fountain,
Hence it is that histories are none other than the signpost,
the memorial, and the significant features of God's works
and judgments, wherein He maintains, rules, prevents, helps,

punishes, and honours the world, especially mankind,
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rewarding each with good or ill, sccording to his deserts.
And although there are many who neither recognize nor
respect God, yet they cannot help but meet with parables
and histories, wherein they fear lest they should fare

as did such and such a person who is portrayed by the
histories; since they are moved more strongly than if they
were prevented and kept from pursuing some course of action
by mere words of law or teaching, 8o we read not only in
the Holy Scriptures, but also in pagan books, how men
adduce as witness and bring to their attention the example,
word, and deeds of their forefathers, if they wish to
accomplish something among their neonle;, or if they intend
t0 teach, admonish, warn or prevent by fear.

Hence it is that writers of histories are the most useful
of persons, and the best of teachers, so that we cannot
honour, praise, nor thank them enough, and it should bhe

a work of great lords, like emperors and kings, to heve
histories of their times written industriously, and
preserved in libraries, and none should count the cost of
supporting and educating people capable of such work.

So we see,particularly in the Book of Judges, of Kings;
and of Chronicles, that among the Jewish peopnle such
masters were appointed and maintained. They existed even
among the kings of Persia, as one may see from the books

of Ezra and Nehemiah, In addition, at the nresent time,
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the princes and lords must have their chancellry, in which
they preserve and keep their own affairs, both new and
old. How much more, then, should we throughout their
reigns compile histories of all, or at least of the most
important, matters, and leave them to our descendents.

And what have we Germans more to bewail, than that we have
no history, or ‘examples', of our forefathers one thousand
years ago, and that we know nothing practically nothing of
their origin ? I mean, epart from that which we may use
from the histories of other nations, who have to remember
us perhaps from necessity, rather than in honour, |
For since God's work proceeds without intermission, so

it cennot fail that at any time something remarkable must
have happened which is worthy of note., But not all facts
should be collected, so that the most important things
may be fetained longest. This has caused some people to
maintain that songs were composed aforetime about Dietrich
von Beur and other giants, while other affairs of much
greater moment were overlooked.

But it needs an excelient man with the heart of a lion to
write the truth fearlessly. For the grefter part write

in such a fashion that to please their lord, or their
friends, they are silent about the vices and evils of their
time, or else gloss over them; while,on the other hand,they

they make too much of insignificant and useless virtues.
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Or else, through prejudice in favour of their fatherland,
or prejudice against foreigners, glorify or distort history
according to their likes and dislikes. That 1is why
histories become extremely undependable; and why God's

work is shamefully hidden, for which the Greeks are to
blame. Also to be blamed are the hypocrites of the Pope.
And finally we reach the stage when we do not know what to
believe., Thus, the noble, fine and highest use of History
is brought to nought, and becomes just 1dle nonsense.

That is because anyone is free to undertake the high task
of writing histaries. And so he writes, hiding; praising,
ignoring whatever he thinks fit.

Thus it is that this offige should be filled by outstanding
men, or at least by men who are fitted for the task.

For since hiétory is nothing less than the description of
God's work, that is, grace and wrath, which we must believe
no less than if they were written in the Bible, therefore
histories should be written with the greatest of industry,
honesty, and truth.

But that, I realize, will not happen unless we achieve an
order such as existed among the Jews. Meanwhile we must
ve content with our histories; such as they are, and at
times think and judge for ourselves whether the author
made a slip through favour or prejudice, whether he praises

or reproves too much or too little, according as he is
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fa§ourably inclined or otherwise, to men or to affairs.
Just as we have to suffer it that waggoners, in such a
dissolute régime, pollute the wine with water on their
journeys, s0 that a pure drink is unobtainable, so we must
be content with some or most of the wine,

But I get the impression of this historian Capella that
he wished to be a just historian, presenting the facts not
in vague useless words, but briefly and thorouvchly.

And moreover it is clearly worthy of perusal, for in it

we can see God's work, noting how wonderfully He zoverns
His children, and also how evil are the devil and his
gssociates, so that we learn to fear God and to seek His

advice and =id, in things both great and small.
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