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CHAPTER THREE: Agrarian Land Holding end Associated Factors in
relation to the Features of Economic Growth.

Consideration of the structure of land tenure in lisuratino
is a neeessary supplement to the analysis of the physical
enviromment presented in the foresgoing chapters, In common with
features of climate, topography and geology, the traditionasl and
legal framework prevailing in the oases of Misuratino constitutes
a 'quasi-constant' influence bearing upon the social and economic
life of the region. Furthermore, examinatien of land tenure as
8 reflection of different resource appraisals will serve as a
valuable preface to later discussion of the agrarian economy in
Misuratino and the eteppe environs, In fact, the present discuss-.
ion will be concerned primely with the littoral oases and the A
present situation there with respect to land ownership and
associated factors, since these small but important areas are the
hubs of current economic activity in the region, and contain the
centres of the forces which are exerting pressure upon the
traditional structure of society, one of the main butiresses of
which is the established pattern of land holding.

We may distinguish three major zones of land holding within
Misuratino and the adjacent territory; these zones cofrespond
more or less with the three natural regions which we have
recognised in the area, that represent gradations of increasing
aridity parallel and soulh of the coast:-

(i) The littoral gardens, which appear in Misuratino as a
series of discontinucus oases running close to the coast, Where

rainfall is greater than 250 rms, per annum, and where water for
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- domestic and irrigation purposes is svaileble reedily from the
phreatic water table., In this area, individunl private ownership
preveils,

(1) The peripheral steppe zone; which runs roughly between
the foot~hills of the interior and the eé¢mstal oases; or; in
places, to the sea 1tself, In this reglon; tridbal private owner-
ehip 45 the general rule,

(141) The immer steppe, or Ghibis region, where dommon
cwnership is practiced, and where much of the land is under legal
cwnership of the Government of Lidya.

Mach of the following discussion refers to the pattern of land
holding present in the former two reglions,

Land tenure in Lidya is charatterised by three major
formnliemas-
(a) The Ared fnvesions of the Ninth end Bleventh Centuries
obliterated nearly all trases of ﬁfvﬂm cultural lendscspee and
associated tenure systems, The Arads biought with them a simple
recognition of 4ifferent typss of lanf, Consequsncies of thie

appreciation in contemporasy terms are mirrored in locel pracuae, :
and in the features of land holding and types of setuement “

(b) Pollowing upon the Otteman econquest, ceme a mod.iﬁcauon of
the established practice of the fore-going ¢enturies. The regula-
tion of land use becamo a mattey of Moslem Lend Law, which, in
epplication, was & question of edministrative convenience and a
means for the Otteoman suthorities to exact its due from the
subject territories.
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(c) In the early years of the Twentieth Century, a third element
vas euperimposed upon the framework of legal principle and lecal
Arsd precedent in the form of the Italian conguest, The Italians
infuse@ a more seientific and commepoial attitude to land than
had been the ¢ase previously, This statement should be modified
in the light of the political and econcmi¢ over=tones, which
rised the Paseist regime in Jtaly and whieh influenced

colontal admintstration,'’ & 30)

After the Second World War, the Britich Military Administre-
tion implemented purely sd hoe' arrangements in order to retain
the benefits of the Itallisn approachy

The agricultural lsnds¢ape in Misuratino is a complex,
reflecting the influence of different cultural groups and the
varying eppreciations of the values of land, Tenuriel practice,
once ¢stablished, nesessarily bears upon metheds of agriculture.
Equally; patterns of land vse apre weakened oy perpetuated by the
direot relationship bVetween environment and fayming,

(41) Sources of Material ”

It must be stated at the outget, that there are very fow
figures available which indicate accurately the size, distridbution
or ownership of isnd, There {s no cadastral swrvey of the oasis
area, and cengus returns rarely include reference to the size and
naiber of holdings belonging to individuals, Hence, in this
discussion of land tenure end assotiated phencmenon; base material
will be drawn mainly from the writer's Questionnatre Survey of
Misuratino, <There sre two published works other than the
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Questionnaire Survey which deal with the problem of land ownepship
in Iidya. On the one hand, theve is an F,A,0, Parm gtudy of
indigenous ani Italian farm enterpriges in the Zavia sareéas, and on
the other hend, a yveport on lend rights and taxation in Libya dy

e T.W. expert.(39) (80)  geatsntienl data sn both cases sovers

a small semple ares around Zavia Oasie in the west of Tripolitania,

The Land Registry Offices in Tripeli and their branches in
the provinces are illesquipped with information, end vhat ie
availsdble is cut-dated end wnrelisble, Thus, where official
figures are not cbtainsble use is made of data returned by the
Questionnaire Survey or alternatively by P.4,0.

(411) ZLegael Elements. )14
It will be ssen from the provious paragraph

tenure aystems that have evolved in Misuwratine are a mixture of
tradition and lew, The origin of thé varicus elemente has dbeen
indfcated earliier, It would be of valde here to dutline the
major facets of Islemie Lew as operated in Pripolifsnie,

The original tradition of Jslamie Lew ¢ame from the Seltehuk
Califs, vho used lend to pay thelr soldlers. A1) ammy sslc
and expenses were met Out of iand yevenucs, The Otfomans, who
sueeeedad the Seltchuks were aleo a military dynasty, and, in
eonsequsnse, militery laws ard yegulations were inter~yelated
elosely with iand lsw, This vesulted from the inter-dependence
of milttapy mobiltsation and lmnd holding, |

It wap customery for the Ottomafis $o condunt a general survey
of the lande of subjeet terfitories and assess the revenue vhich

At XN iglamlie Land Holdin
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could be exacted from ths indigenous people. In Misurating, this
proved a Gifficult task and little was dems to atbain e ccmplete
assesament of the tridbal lends and incomes, The Turkieh-
sdministration was at a loss to cantro) the semienomadie tribes,
snd-their sphete of $nfluence was Limited to the cotistal oases:

| Per aftnintatrative purpooes, the lends wero divided into
four categar&eat- |

-+ regerved by the Sultan; who ¢ould grant them to eny
. m@ rankina as‘twer of State,

b)m mh&tothekemref meau:mu'n se or to
( ' the hesde of battalions op commanders g?'misans.

{c) gm « granted $0 soldiePs.
(d) Gakf - dedtdated to ¢haritatle o emnm instttutions,
In propertion to the hmﬁvaxm. land hodders vere to put
armed men at the dispesal of the Sultan in times of war, Upon
the death of ono -of the bonefictavtes, his rights and ebligations
went to his son, - In the event of thope badng no heir, the lands
~teverted to the State, vhish chose another holder, In all cate-
gorles en essentisl prestoniition of ewnership was that the
beneficiary dhonld live ¢n and work tho land granted to him,
Under varjous forme, this type of legal ownership pattern
peréisted until the end of the Ninsteanth Centupy, The Arad
inhabitants of Misupetino were affected emly 46 & minor degree
by the Operation of these legal end militady mﬂattm. the
trives remained on the land taken over after the perie
following the Hilalien dnvasion, Arees Of So¢upsnte were _
by traditional prastide, end the strusture of the t¥ibos dietated
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'common land ovmepsiip, Tithes were pald cecasionsily to the
representatives of the Sultan, but at nominal rather than real
valuation.
In 1858, the first Tepu or lend registrstion was introduced
‘4nto the Ottoman Empire, As will be noted later in this chupter,
‘the jrmediete fmpact of this was signtficany in Miswratino, e
amendments and lewe promulgated in the mideninoteenth ¢entury were
‘legally applicable to Libye end geine@ importence there tovards
" the end of the century, hente &t will be useful here to examine
the @efintticons which were applied to end tenure by these laws. -
The Oftomen Land Lawe divided the lende into five categoriee:
() MUK - leng held in ebsolute cwmership, Within this
lassification several quite different elements wore
(e) Communel lands:~ 25% of lend in Bisuratine,
(b) Private Jends belonging to the individual:- 6L%,

(c) Ushriyyéh:- lends granted to scldiers which
vere txzhable to one tenth ¢f the value cﬂ
the i‘am pﬁ-oamnon.

- {4) Ehsrgdjiyvehs- lgng;r :g.ggh Bad been left ﬂlln
F sse on o oples after the
«eangggat of thelr topr ‘tﬁi‘??

Some ©f the Berber lends in Tripolitanis eome

“““m*‘;.&i°a*‘°“-w s 5 “‘:?W” e o

we € 5 >

. ‘ and ad: .-' lanfs weaye iia'ble t@
mert 10 the state in the shoence Hf an he%r
t_a the hulder.

ta the smm- 8% of
frost pights were f,.‘f,‘_i,\.teﬁ to

(134) Wah’ 1anda » Jands ‘dedicated to eduestionsl op '
charxtaue institutions, VaAea in Hisuratino; in
Homé there is no registeved Wakf land; in Ziiten 5%
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and in Misurata 2% of the oasis land is registered
as Wekt.

(4v) Public lamis - left for the use of the publie, Their
title Delonged %o the State and the heads intluded
in the category were mads, squarea. parka and public
market places, 1

(v)mwmas-mumxm»y Y i
dwelling houaa, In mc, zm;ch oi’ thza lana waa
. nnuseq fm- past! raglr Xn many

| Before ‘the Italian eccupation of the ¢auntry. Hisuratino

fall mam:ly w:.th;tn tha ea&agury of M m tenﬁenay in land
ewnership maraa the end of the Tavkish nm@a‘uon was for
communsal m to ba tratmfamd to private m 1&1149 The
eansauve tactcma and the mwnn or th!.e chsnge mx be dzseusaed '
later fn this chaptev. o

Contrantual aystems af land h@ldﬁ.ng and aawt«»tem tanure |
are raraly sed in the ocases of Eisuratine. m main recsons
for this situation ave to be traced to the late cvolution of
sedentary aultiwaucm in the aree, and the st@lﬂeant taet that
theoaeeawatﬂe alwayacmazme&tohe anintsgralpa!'tofthe
ndigenous pastoral esonomy, During the pericd 6f land trsnsfer-
ence from comminal to p‘rwaee lend holding, she tribea were in
possession of the gredter part of the 1ittoral, thus each member
Ma@veatﬁmmupmawdaahmﬂmwmaasa
right, The towns people of the toast were manuauy eonasméa
with trade and commsrce, and their Mﬁ power was emall in
domparison with the militery eutherity sommanded by the indigenous ;{
groups, hence the villages in Hisuratinoe held enly emall and |
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insignificant areag of the oesis lsnd, In thé?e circumstances,
there was no demand for a contractusl mehan&mii vheredy the
pastoralist groups could procure usufyuct righte to easis land in
order to facilitate their sedentarisation process or wherebdby the
village peoples could develop tribal land in the oasis; Similarly,
State ownepship o?i' JIand through the means which have been
deserided more fully on p.156 was poorly developed in Lidbye during
the Turkish occupation, The Lidbyan environment was scarcely
aettractive %o tho Turkich conguerors s a poscible means of
inveetment, and military control of the aréa was exceedingly
marginal in sny ease, |

In Syris, the growth of a fixed population of lend helding
effendis, and the effective working of the 1858 Land Codes
brought ahout a situation typical of many other arcas of the
Ottoman Empire, where similar conditions pertained. Enforced
sedentarisation of many of the tridsl groups of the interfor was
accompiished through the growth of tenural contracts between the
ffendi class and the Arabs, Thus the Arebs worked on the
large estotes in many cases as hired lebourers, on e share basts,
or undertook to recleim land belonging to the landlord class
on the dasie of crop shering until the pessant finelly scquired
the land for himself, The exact terme of the contract varied
radicsily from srea to area in the Levant depending upon the
soarcity of labour end land, Similarly in Tunisie, French
e¢oloniel control and the acqugxsauon_o.f vagt tracts of land by
metmpdlﬁ;tan eoioniets working hand in hand with an official
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poliey of sedentarisation of semienomadic pecples, brought to
the fore & contrattual scheme of land aettlement and redlamation,

Systens fo‘g land tenanoy in Misuratino fall under the following
heads, slthough, it should be noted that the operation of these
agreanents 13 not widespread, and m large part eonfined to the
faot*hins of Hsellata,

(1) oghares.

Thip system of lard tenancy is comn to the Haglireb as a
whole though more popular in Algerie end Tungsle then Libya,
Under 1%, en aspiring farmer or pastorslist tending towards a
gedentary 1ife may entey into s pertnership with a person who has
land and ¢apital., In Libya the noymal working relationship
between the %two was for the capitaliat to provide the farmer with
the netossary eapitel to preparc and plant the Jand, generally
with clives, He would partly msiatain the famer during the
early years when there was no pro&wuon from the immature
plaatationa, The eont af the tmpuraw maintenance was nnt
excessive,’ and 1t was expenteﬂ thet the farmer wonld grow a
sufficieney of crops on the land to provide for the iimited needs
of his family, When the plentetions eame 6 maturity end the
Pirst erope ave gernered, then the property was divided between
the farmer and the cgpitalist, eech receiving & half share.
Mogharsa sgreements came %o prominoncé after the ftalian
otcupstion end opepsted mostly between Libyan capitelists and
poorer Arads, although there are records of this system being
‘used by Itallens tn respect to Libyans, as for instente in the

|
|
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erstwiile Prof Onorate di Tripoll in the region of Gargaresc. (W)

In thias latier c¢sse, the following gystem was used with
some sugcess, The concession is pcome 110 hectares in area,
situated in the steppe Zone and has & gentiy undwlating surface.
At ten metres under the level of the ground the waler of the
phrestic layer wss availsble in good quantities, end at a dspth
of Lk meu%s, the sotond watep teble ceuldbe tapped, The
agrar;an framework of the comeession waag wavenﬁé]@simﬂ.y
around the use of iree erops, mainly olives, almonds end vines,
The olive plantations were interplanted with almonds and vines,.
with the idea that the esrlier produetion which might be expected
frem these latter two would aceelerate the date when the plente-
tions would become a self-supporting economic unit,

In the contract of moghevss sdopted Por the development of
the famm in guestion, the capltalist proprietor conceded about
20 hectares of ateppe land for ten years to each of the five
farmers under comtract to him, He granted a farm~house; 2 stadle
and a well to smch of them so that they Md maintain themgelves
in the ycars before the t'i*ééa gave production, The farmers were
to plant thelr total alloiment with oliweﬁp; almonds and other
trees in a rational patiern and carry the cests for this work
within the first ten years of development, Other aropping was
to be allowed only with the permission of the sspiteliiat,

The proprietor provided for the fermew, without cost end
for the durstion of the $en year development stagei-

(i) the use of the farm~house, the byres, 8 well;
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{1i) a grent for the u:pkeep of himself snd his family for the
first three years, to a meximwm of 500 lire,

(111) e grant of 300 lire for the mpkeep of the work animals
provided by ‘the owner,

Also furnfished for the use of the farmer was a State grant for
neeasaary stocks of seed and for payment of plantins opeyations,
én am@le‘%zqn of the actuval planting, the Go?mment auoﬁea a
grant to be made to the proprietor and the farmer under the
terms of the Goloniel Developmend Acts of 1928 and 1929,

The proprietor's grents made evejlible to the farmer for
farming operations which are his responaidility undem the |
moghappe eontract are debdted to hta account by the proprietor,
Thus the moniee forwarded to the famer to finatise the purchase
cf olive trees for example, are de‘busd to hzs aneomt. When |
tre plantetion begins to produce after the ﬂmﬁh yesr, ab ‘the
first vines come to fruition,the farmer .te them 1ieble to begin
repayment of the dedt he has aeemnlateﬁ durﬁng the pmﬂms
years, although thie might be syma& mr a gix year périod until
- the terminatfon Of the eontract, Bank yate interest as fized by
the Bameo 4'Xtelia was charged on the epedits sllowed to the
- farmer Dby the proprietor. | |

Up to the sixzth yesr of development, farmera kept all the
agricultural produstion from the estate an their own Lnceme to
help defray the costs of the grants made to them earlier, After
the eixth yeer, however, the produéiicn was divided equaliy
between the farmer end the proprietor, until the tenth year, when
the estate was ddvided eceording to thé ‘trem of mopharga. The
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farmers took the areas in proximity to the farm~houses, which
they were in process of buying from the proprietor, whilst the
letter secured e central ares eway from the farm-houses. Thus of
the totel 100 hectares of the originsl estate, 50 hetisres were
left es an integral block for the use of the proprictor, and the
five-ten Heotaye farms of the moghargs Gentrectors were distributed
around the perimeter, ” |

This is typleal of the mogharus eentract in operation whether
‘betveen Buropean eolonists end Libyans or btotween Libyans them-
selves, In the former case; the contract was 'cesﬁta\scheéﬁled with
cash being the main method of puyment frem cepiteiist to farmer
and repsyment from farmer to capiftelist, In the Libyan under~ |
takings, kind temds to replace cash as the medium of exchange, and
the terms of development tend to be less defined, For exzample,
the miggharss farmers on the Gargaresc unit were given éxplieit
instruction of nurbers pnd verietics of trees to plent, hence
olive trees were to be plented at the rate ot €5 per hectare
epaced 20 x 20 metres, On the Libyen farms in the Hsellats foot-
hills, the moghetpe farmers ere given more laifiiude in the
variéties and the zreas they ehoose to plant,

Yoghorse s a proven and rapid method of development in
territories vhevre cepital £& short smong the famming elagses and

where capitalists are prepared to invest in purel projects, The
nature of ceclorisation in North Africe, perticularly in Tunisis
end to & lesser ozxtent in Tripolitenis, ixas bYeen particularly
favourable to the: use of mogharas
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(, II ) Enzel o
Another form of contract practised in Libya, and again

common %o other states of the lMaghreb, is the enzel or continuous

tenancy, The form of the tenancy is a perpetusl lease where
the occupant raises sufficient capital to make a small initial
retaining payment to the owner of the land, and thereafter pay
a smell arnnual rent varying with the size and fertility of the
land, The tenancy holds good while the annual payments are
regularly met and there are no spescified qualifications of
develogmentger land use, Land held umder this system may be
passed on to dependents providing that the rental is paid as
formerly.
(III) Annual Leape.

By far the most popular type of tenancy in Miguratino is the
temporary lease of lend. Smell scale farming aetivity in the

ares and the self-pufficient character of the rural economy meanﬂ'f*

that the demand for extra land by the farmers is temporary 4An
nature, and is designed merely to take up the slack of a good or
bad year, Thus the existence of a largé iivestock popuiation
in the areas hit by several years poor rainfall leads $0 a demand
for grazing land in the steppe which it is impoesible for the
tribe to provide itself. A ggbila in the Sahel might dbe
favoured for several years with an excellent fall of rain vithin
its littoral steppe holding, whilst other areas contiguous might
well be suffering from semi-drought. This &5 2 usual featurs

of Misuratino and by no means confined to very good or very bad
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years, hencé there is a ccnstant demand for grazing and sowing
land from the poorly watered areas to the better watered areas.
Except in years of absolute drought, the demand is answered through
the operation of chort term leases of land in the more flourishing
arcas of the littoral steppe, Thisatfepd is gréw;ng‘as the Arabs
become more ettached to the littoral areas, (Vide pp, 178-9)
and become less mobile in their response to regional variations
in the incidence of rainfall,
(Iv) Italien Tenure Contracte.

Tenurial contracts under the Italian colonial regime wepe
framed under exeeptionél conditions, and they in no way reflect
a purely cemmercial approach to land values, The demand for
development came from the Government not from s land hungry
aristocracy in the metropolitan country, and the btas of the
contracte immediabely suggests this basic factor, During the
initisl phese of colonising sctivity which continued et & varying
rate dbetween 1924 end 1930, exploitation of the land of T?fpﬂiiﬁ»
tania was largely in the hends of private capitalists working
under agreement with the eolontal authoritiés. Leglielation
regulating the 6perat1on of the capitelist econtracts with the
Govermment was passed initially én the 29 of July 1928, and was
concerned mainly with fineneial sssistance allotted by the
authorities to the concessionsires for reclemation of steppe land,
Under their contract, the concessionaires, such as CQnti Volpi at
Misurata, were alloited land on c¢ondition that ggrienltﬁra;
development was pressed forwerd with the utmost speed. The

|
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*development' wes undefined in scope, and was largely judged

on the area of olive trecs planted. On the Volpi Concession

the title %o the land taken over by the concessionaire was handed
over shortly after the land had been reasonably levelled and the
olive plantations 1aid out.

The limitations of the éoncessionairé contracts were
appreciated only after 1929, snd theresfter, the administration
tried to re-organise the system by periodic legislation, In the
years 1929-32 much of official legisletion eoncerning colonisation
was intended to cater for the financing of the intensification of
the concessions, Thus, in the year 1929 the following items
were subsidised by the state for permanent improvements to the

properties;

Pgrmhouses No. - - 353
Store<rooms " , 120
Stalls and byres " 8 ‘ - 2h8
Other farm duildings " 52
offices " 10
Manure pits and silos " 98
Drainage works : Metres 113,875
Communal wells Ne. 213
Drilled wells w o 176
Reticulation works , Matres 234203
Generators No. 11

- Transformers and " 80

Transformer stations

Elee¢triec and motor pumps " 217
Wind pumps " 52

Data from «~ Direzione della colenizzazione - Tripoli 1930.

The total funde allotted by the administration in that year
amounted to 15,163,925,25 Metropolitan lire. In these early years
of colonisatvion, iﬁierpretat&on of the terms of contract was
invarigbly left in the hands of the tndividual eolonists, and
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there are no records of the Govermment having revoked any
concesgions of importance, Ag the trend in colonisation moved
more and more to favour the establishment of demographic farming
units, the prime position of the concessionsire contract in
agricultural life was displaced dby newer eontracts adapted to
the changing conditions in Italian celonial land holding,

In Misuratino, the main colonisation sgency was the Ente per
la Colonizzazione della Tripolitania (¥ide pp. 31 o Chapter 4,
This organisation operated its own tenaney agreement with ite
settler farmers in the region, As a foreword to the actusl terms
of the contract, it will clarify the position somewhat to observe
that Ente completed basic reclemation of all its estates in
Tripolitania before the arrivel of the colonists from Italy, and
provided the basic needs of the settlers; farm-houses, byres and.
all fixed property necessary for the running of the farm. For
the settlers, colonisation was merely a physical occupation of the
farms; there was no pioneer element involved in demographic
farming under the Italian regime.'3®)  Starting from this dasis,
the contract was organised as follows;(lh)
(1) The first year of occupation by the coldnists was treated
as a period of acclimatisation, when the newly arrived personnel
vere expected to be under probationary control by Ente., During
this period, Ente patd the colonists as labourers and used the
combined force available on each estate to complete the final
drainage system and setting of the olive and almond plantations.
(i) Provided that the settlers showed reascnsblesadaptation to

lf
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the conditions in the area and to the form of the settlements; the
relative positions of the farmers and the Ente changed in respect
to the tenancy agreement and took on the charscier of mezzadris
contract, In this second phase of contract, which wvas estimated
to last for five years in normal conditions; the families were
allowed to draw -on Ente for small amounts. of capital with which to
maintain . themselves and their ferming operationsy Of these |
monetary sdvances by the agency, half were held in debit ageinst
the farmers, the residue being paid bvagﬁe. .

(141) During the initial period of mezzadria tenancy; the total
value of the ferm is assessed by Ente and the cost price held as
a loan by the ageney to the farmer, and thus added to the
accumulated debit, if any, arising under heading (ii).

(iv) At verious times the Govermment allotted subsidies to the
colonists to faeilitate the settlement of farmers without undue
economic strain discouraging them in the early stages of
development. All monies from the State were given to the
colonists through Ente, in most cases directed specifically
towards the diminution of the accrued debit of the farmers on the
purchase of their farm, Thus on Tummins Bstate, the total cost
of each farm smounted to the eguivalent of £L2,000, whilst the
Govermment subsidy of 25% reduced the actusl amount paysble by

each colonist to £L1,650, Further subsidies to the colonists
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by>the Government in the mezzadria phase of tenancy were made

to tide them over the years of poor production,

(v) Production from all the farms &n the estates during the
mezzadria tenancy was collected by Ente and the half share
apportioned to the colonist vas credited to his account to defray
the accrued dsbit on the farm,

(vi) At the end of the fifth year of occupation, the colonists
who hed made appreciadle strides towards eliminating the debit
on their farms were allowed to become full owners on mortgage.
Less successful farmers continued under share tenancy until they
had paid off at least a third of the total debit accumulated'on

the farm and the monetary advances provided by Ente. lortgage

arrangements for those farms which passed to the colonists were
modest in their demands, and the period of amortisement was
adjusted to the productive csaspacity of the individual farms,

The key to this situation lies in the peculiar economic and
politicasl conditions which obtained in the colony during Italian
rule. In a later chapter the settlement activities of the
Itslian edministration are discussed in more detall, It is
suggested there, that there was no intention that the process of

settlement of Italian colonists should be a profitable operation,
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rather it was a mechapism towards s political and social end
which was heavily supported by Govermment subsidy by direct and
indirect grants, Tenancy contracts on the demographic farms

were phrased end intended secure the settlement of Itelian peasant
proprietors at any cost.

In Misuratino, the demographic estates were constructed in
the later years of the 1930's, hence the tenancy arrangements
were only in the initial phases when the outbreak of war disrupted
the eceonomy of the tervitery, Under British occupation, the
Italians were allowed to stay on their ferms regardless of
wﬁether they hed éompleted the full terms of the contract.or not.
A 'Care and Maintenance' policy by the British Military Adminis-
tration in the first place wes not interpreted as allowing the
Administration to give eonfirmation and full title deed to the
Italian colonists, who, during snd after the war; had paid for
their farms and fully developed them according to the original
agreements with Ente. Under pressure from the colonists, the
Ente organisation in Libye and the Italian Govermment, the
Administration after 1945 granted full title deed to those
colonists who could show that they had fﬁlfilled the terms of

thelr contracts, This was resented by the local Libyan populace
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in some areas, but the Libyan Government since 1951 has honoured
all title deeds granted during the Administration (Italio-Libyan
Accord, 1957), The success of the contractual system introduced
by the Italians, in spite of the rarified economic conditions
which operated in the period 1940-51, has led to s locel adapts-
tion emerging from it in the period of independence.

(V) Modern Arab Tegancx.

In the post~independence period, the Libyan Government has
been faced with the task of preparing tenancies for both 1ts own
pilot demographic estates and for farms which have been vacated
by Italian farmers on ex-Ente estates such as Tummina and Kararim,'
Ae pointed out above, many of the features of the Italian tenancies
were introduced into those adopted by the Eibyan Govermment. In
Hisuratino, the tenancy adopted on the Wadi Caam Reclamation and
Settiement Project is universally used for new Ared farms on
demographic estates,

Having described the evolutionary influences in the tenure
and land system; the chapter will go on to dlscuss the character-
istics of agrarian land holding and associated soeiasl snd
economic factors,

(iv) Extent of Small Properties in Misuratino.
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A holding in Misuratino may consist of & number of separate
plots, which might or might not be contiguwus. In the Zavia
Report, 3%) the minimun farm holding is teken as 3,1 Ha., whereas
in Misuratino, a land holding of 2,0 Ha, is not uncommon where
irrigation may be applied to the complete farm, The recently
established Wedi Caam Settlement is based on a two hectare fully
irrigated farm.(3%)  Holdings which are smsller in area than
2,0 Ha, will be treated as distinct units or as garden culture
1;10*#;8.(:'D ) |

The discovery and exploitation of artesian water sources by
the Italians in the 1930%s opened wp & new phase in the spread of
sedentary agriculture, | Before this resource became available,
the only relisble basls for agricultursi activity was irrigstion
from the phreatic water table, ﬁAnnual preeipitation throughout
the area is to0 low and unreliable for sedentary asgriculture, In
eonsequence, the extent of the osises is clearly defined by the

accessibility of water from the phreatie sguifer. This area of
accessibility includes the coastal strip of Misuratino but

exeludes the extensive sreas of marine dune formations and those
areas of gebkha soils, which lie within the literral zone, (Vide

Figures 53 & 54).




~174-~

The total area of the oeses in Misuratino has been
estimated at 27,678 Ha.#2)  In this chapter we shall be
concerned mainly with the holdings in this oasis zone, Land
helding in the peripheral ateppe zone is an tmportént but
supplementary element in the indigenausAland holding system, and
will be considered in subesection (vi) of thie.chapter.

Italfan properties come under a completely different
tenurial system from the loeal Arab.fa:m,heldings. The legal
agpects to tenuriel systems employed by the Italisnhs on the
demographic estates will be described later (Chepter L), lost |
of the land alienated by the Italian colonisation agencies is on .

the extreme margin of the oasis zone and in meny cases is

located within the littoral steppe zone (Vide Figure 24), From
this figure, the exact areal extent may be seen in some detail.
(v) The Size of Holdings gg lisurating.

The size of the asgrarian holdings in lMisuratino varies
greatly,.but within well defined limits, The dispersion of the
holdingseamongst the total land heectareage gréups is illustrated
by the figures in Table 17. From this table, some comparison is
possidble with the Oasis of Zavla, where a simllar survey has been

completed under the auspices of the United Nationms.
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Teble 17

Size of Farms by Total Land Hectare

Groups -~ S

e of 70 Farm

in Zavig Ossis = Sample of 20 Farms in Homs and Sshel El-Ahamed.

Total Land

Number of Farms

Hectareage
Groups
2.1
Se1
10,1
20.1
30,1
Lo,1
50,1
100,1
200,1

to 3 7
yo 10 39
to 220 21
to 30
to 40
to 50
to 160
to 200
to 300

Homs & Sshel

Zavia Oasis Homs & Sahel Zayia
5 55 7
16 30 23
il 5 16
7 10
11 16
10 iy
9 i3
1 1

Percentage Farms

Data from Theodorcu(Bg) and Questionnaire Survey of Misuratino,
The number of farms in the tsble above have been eguated to give

comparative totals,

farms surveyed was 20;
case to allow
the Zavia Studayl3

in Homs and the Sahel El-Ahamed the total
this has been multiplied by 3.5 in each
d%re?t comp arison with the 70 farms included in
e % figures are ¢aleulated on the

original number of farms 1n the Oasis of Homs and the Sahel
recorded by the Questionnaire Survey,

Table 18

Totsl Farm Land in Hectares per Farm « Sample of 70 Farms im
Zavia Oasis - Semple of 20 Farms in Homs end Sahel.

Total Hectares No, of Farms
Per Parm  Homs & Zavia
Sghel Oacig
0s1 to 20 67 95
20,1 to 4o 3 18
LO,1 to 60 13
6C.1 to 80 5
80,1 to 100 3
100,31 to 140 5
- 140,1 to 180 3
180,1 to 220 1
220,1 to 260 1

& of Farms

Group Average Ha,

Homs & Zgvia Homs & Zavia
Sahel Oapis Sahel Oasis
95 30 8.4 12,4
5 26 25,0 28.4
1? h5,3
4 90 1

7 24,2
L 162 9
1.5 195.6
1.5 238,1

Average Ha. for all farms 4n Homs and Sghel » 5,2

Data from

1"

" Zavia Oasis

had 500

Theodorou(sg) and Questionnaire Survey of Misuratino.




Size Grocup Ha, Irrigated Dry-Land Steppe
1
Homs % Zavia Homs & Zavis Homs & Zavia
. Sahel Qasis Szhel Oasis Sghel QOssis
21 - Lo " 5,0 1,7 3.5 1s1 16,5 4.8
41 - 100 1.6 39 14.5
101 - 238 1.3 23,0 16.0

Data from Theoﬁorau(39) and Questionnaire Survey of Misuratineo,

In Misuratino the farms ranged from 2 hectares to 25 hectares in
total, and in Zavia from 4,5 hectares to 225.,5 hectares, within
the respective study areas, The scope of the survey in both
cases is similar, hence the figures presented in Tadle 17 will
allow some epeaific deductions to be made in respect to the
characteristics of land holding in the coastal oases.

The statistics repreduced as Tables 17 and 18 show that 92%
of the farms in the Zavia area were within the 10 to 200 hectare
range, W67 were less than 30 hecteres, and 75% were less than
60 hectares(zg) Thus within the ¢gbila there are only moderate
variations in the size of holdings., In Misuratino the exceedingly
egalitarian land holding system is marked $0 a more proncunced
degrée than in Zavia, In the ocases of Homs, Zliten and
Misurata, 95% of all) farms included in the survey were less than
20 heetsres in extent, Whilst it must be admitted that the
survey was biassed somewhat towards the average producer rather

than to the larger and smaller units, it is alsc true that the
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effects of these latter groups tend to cancel themselves out.

Furthermore, the largest units registered in the three oases,
including the Sahel El-Ahamed, are as follows; Homs 8C hectares;
Zliten 70 hectares; MMisurate 100 heectares, These figures are
extracted from the pecords of the Land Office at Mlsurata, Thus
the tendency ﬁowarﬂg large farming un@ts is fprther dgvelopednin
Zgvia than in lUisuratino, This is readily e;plained'by the fact
that the process of sedentarisation, dealt with in more detail in
Chapter 45 is more advanced in the west, where richer terrain, and
e predominately Berber dbased community have produced more
precocious development in land consciousness than in Hisuratino.

This narrow range in total land division is further rein-
forced by the fact that the diserepsncies between the greater and
smaller farm units lie mailnly in the possession of larger or
emaller holdings of land in the littoral steppe and Ghibis,
Holdings in the oasis tend to remain constant from farm to farm,
irrespective of the total farm holding in other areas. Table 19
illustrates this feature, Again the figures in the table allow
comparison between the Oases of Misurata and Zavia, The category
’dry~land’ refers to those areas on the periphery of the oasis whict
are close to or contiguous with the irrigated suani, amd which

are trested as an integral part of the oasis unit, often enciosed
by walls in the manner of susni. As such, they are distinet
from the land in the littoral sieppe of Misuratino, and the
undulating Jefara of the Zavia area, A further dividing line
between the land of the steppe and the dry~land of the Libyan

P
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farm units is to be seen in the eultivation method? in the dry-
land, sedentary peoples utilise the lend permanently under s
fized rotation; in the steppe, the occupance is that of shifting
cultivation, and the patches of land are sown with cereals when
the incidence of rainfall justifies it, not according %o &
regular presmeditated plan,

A point worthy of study in this context is the index to the
degree of sedentarisation of gebila provided by the amount of
dry-land cultiveted in any oasis; similarly, the proportion of
dry~land cultivation undertaken by an individual farmer indicates
the degree (o which he is settled in the gardens of the oasis.
in simple terms, we may express this relationship as follows;
the larger the area of permanently cultivated dry-land, the great-
er the degree of sedentavisation end agricultural development
exhibited either by a cabila unit, or by single family unit., The
mechanisz behind this index operates in the following way:—

(i) Indigenous farmers have less need to follow the old forces of
semi-nomadism proportional to the amount of dry-land grain and
pesture they produce in the area con&iguaus to their oasis guani,
(ii1) Thus, the more time snd effort expended in the environs of
the oasis, the less time spent in periocdic movement for sowing

and grazing in the steppe lands of the south, _

(iii) The more a fammer is dependent upen a limited holding in
the oasis area, the more capitel and lsbour he is prepared to
invest in it, since his capital resources are less rigidly bound

up in a large flock of sheep and goats, which require .:annual
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novemnents

{iv) The mechenism of economic growth, of which the process
gutlined sbeve 18 only a part, is discussed irn greater detail
in the following Section Thyee of the thesis in further
constderation of econonmioc trends prevalling in the sgrarian
econonys JIn the present context, the importent factor is
that there 4is a tendeney during economic growth for dry-land
adjacent to the oases to replace steppe lands of the Ghibla
for the preduction of dry«land grains and the grazing of flecks,
(v) Incressing intensity of development activity in the reg~
ions of 'the peripheral steppe bLrings about a corresponding
increasse in the pressure upon land. Obviously; as the demand
for land in end arcund the oasis periphery grows, so the price
ef land reflects the changing economic and soeial appreciation
of land values, until the stege is reached where it becones
profitable to reclaim dry-lend into guani rather than compete
for purchase of existing irrigated land.

Ve may suggest that a threec«phase mechanism may te
discerned in the climate of economic growth affecting the
oases of lMisuratine, snd all are refleccted in the intensity
of utilication of the peripheral steppes

(a) Piretly, an accelerating rate of sedentarisation in the
08808 &

{b) Secondly, an increase in the extent of dry-land cultiva-
tion in the vicinity of the suani; corres amun% to the
decline of cultivation and grazing activigy in the Ghibla.

(c) Thirdly, with incressing concentration of population in

the ossis regions and greater depemdence there upon
irrigated land, there tends td be an inerease in
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pressure upon . areas leading te 8 rise in land
values. n turn makes it profitable to recleim
dry-land into m mgatea sectore :

‘These phases eoincide closely with the change froa pastor-

al to aaﬂmtary occupance in Misuratinoe.

Data fyon :“‘.,'t Aa% Eid-ewtm An Eegonomic Survey,
Tassavi, G4y RI.Iohes 1954, ! *

Pigures returned by the L.A.T.A.S. Report on Lend Use by
Semple Avea confirm that there is only a restyicted range in
respect to the amounts of lamd held by individual owners in
the casis.area. This report has limidtations; since for the
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entire area of Mlsuratino, only ten samples were recorded &s &
vasis for calculation(4?), Used as a supplement to further
figures included in Table 20, it hes value; since it 4s the
sole alternative work on farm size to the Questiennaive Survey
carried out by the writer in Hisuratino.

In terms of the sigze of holdings, we shall b@ dealing with
‘& large mambey of rather amell to mediun wnite. IHinute frag-
ments of land do exist in the oasis area, but are not a
significant feature in the economy of Misuratinoe. Iarge land
holdings are almoat totally absent from the area. In this
respect, Iibya 45 atypical of the Middle Bast and the liaghreb. .
Coneideration of the statiotice illustirsted in Tables 21 and 22
will indicate that variations in the size of holdings iz more
renifest in the Levant than in Libya.

In Egypt,; the distribution of property esmongst the rural
¢classes exhibits greater variation than in Mandste Palestine,
in spite of the land refoyms which characterised the post-
revoluticnary era. Libya in no way reflects this temdeney
in the lilddle Bast for the rise of a large landed class,
There are seversl important factors which bring about the
preveiling egalitariean framework of land helding in Hisuratinoi~
(i) The basic poverty of liisuratine tends to discourage
investment in real estate.
(1i) This same poverty renders it difficult for any individual
to accumulate large mapses of fluld caital.
(111) Misuratino hes only recently emerged from traditional
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economic and social life; hence there has been mo real opport-
unity for the development of @ powerful landed intercst éspepis
ally in view of the fact that treditional values of personal
status ere more importent to the rural peoples than ownership
of material possessions. This tendencey is reinforced by the
fact that division of the original tribal common lsnds into
parcels of privete property has been ¢srried out recently.

Although Hisuratino does not display typicel features of
the Islamic land~loxd syetem, other characteristics common.
throughout the Middle Bast are well developed. ing the
period of pe=zce, which hes prevailed more or less since the
slosing years of the Hineteenth Century, the processes of

ellement and moresllement have been aperating in the ares
of the oases, Thus, farm size, which has been mentloned

previcusly; was evaluated in terms of ovmsrship alonme, since
the quality of ownership is the sole factor giving unity to
theggqneept of farm sigze. 1In feet; an indigenous farm may

conprice any number of separate or adjeining rlote belsuging
to the same owner oy group of co-cwners. thswﬁaes;ﬁﬁﬁwapply
%o Italien owned farms; which are generally held as single
blocks of land. |
Host Arab farm units are ¢
parcels of lend,; each on & different type of land use arca.
Thus each farmer will endeavour to include within his farm area
a series of percels of land, guani , it is
oftqﬁ the case that plots acguired with tke aim of diversifica-
tion aie not adjacent t0 one another. Pragmentation of these

aracterised by a number of
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parcols of land preceeds as the normal application of Moslem .
Iand Law worke through the passing generations. The over=-all.
fleld pattern in the ossis areas of Hisuratino bas taken on &
distinctive character through the operatien of morcellement
and psreellement as may be seen from the cut~line of field
boundaries in the Sahel EleAhamed iliustrated in Pigare 38.
€iv) In summary, we may note dthat the singular historical
egvolution of the area, particularly im relation to the inters
mittent nature of Turkish dominion over ILibya, has meant that
tax farming and its associated features of rural indebtedness
and land mortgage never operated fully in Misuratino as they
did in other areas of the lifddle East, where the Ottomans
displayed more interest.
Three natural areas have been recognised in lMisuratinote

(1) The littoral zone

(ii) The peripheral stappe

(111)The Imner eteppe of the Ghibla
and, as intimated in earlier paragraphs of this examination of
the eize of holdings,; most land owners will hold land in each
of the three arees. The availability of land in the oasis
garden ares has tended to remain constant until recent yesrs,
since the littoral was essentially a part of the zone of
pastorael occupance, an adjunct to the steppe economy, hence
its value was appraised in terms of grazing and gathering
potential rather then in terms of intensive utilisation.
Irrigation development, an imperative pre-condition to guani
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" eulture, was limited to & small number of commmal ﬁéll;systema
during the period of semimnomadic occupation of the srea: The
figures included in Table 23 inﬂioate the rough propertion of
oasis land available per head of populatien in the oapis zone.
Unfortunately, the figures of population recorded during the
1954 Census of h&bya do not break dowm 1nte‘oéeuyatianal £roupsy.
hence the records included in Table 23 show total populstion
in the ossis in 1954 1n61naive of villaga dm@llersa' Phe
greater part of the population of Misuratine is gainfully
employed on agriculturé and associsted yursuits, hence a number
., of valid conclusions may be drawn from the figures presented in
Table 2%, Thé reported surface arca of the censtitusnt oases
of Hisuratino upon which eal:mla’ai'aﬁv of the land=man relaetion-

| ship is based wpon the findings of an"Italim survey carried

out shortly before the Second World War and extracted from the
archives of the Agricnltural Bepartment at Sidi Maari,

Tripoli. The statistics were published in the Comnercial
Bulletin, Hasara of Ecoaomica and Fﬁnance in 1952.

Population Total Area Ha.
1143660 44000

21’354 10 v6§4
2%,251 15,044

Data from Census of Iibya 1958 and (42).




%ﬁ 100.9 1@00 5305

Data from Theodorou (39) and Questiormaire Survey.

25 = Henwla

ot szm_&;’f .

Homs and Sahed 0.35 Ha, per eéach male
Zijten Oasis 0447 Bas per each mole

- Mieurats Oasis 0.55 Ea. per each male

Zavia Oasis 0415 Ha, per each mele
Data from Census of Idbys 1958 and (42).

of économic growth gets under-way.

The lang+man ratio im Uisuratino varies from oaeis to
oaeis es $llustreted in Teble 25.
emerging from these figures is that the proportion of lamd
available %o each farmer in the oases; declines ss the process
A Thus; in the poor garden
areas of Eiﬁﬁraia; the Ianﬂ'mhn ratio 15 come 0.55 hectavres
available per msle member of the population, vheress, in the

nore fertiley, and more eeOnemieally advaaced auan

per male inhabitant.

A significant faector

Sahel El«Ahamed end Homs Oasis the ratio drops to 9.35 hectares
This trend %towards smsll oasis holdings
is illustrated again iﬁ.respeét to Zavia Oasis 1# the Jefara
area, where the land-man yatio recorded by mheodoruﬁﬁggawas

0.15 hectares in 1952,
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In the Zavia ares, the average area of ocasis land owned
ﬂw a sample of 70 Libyan farmers included in the survey of
1952«5% was 6.00 hectares for all size groups (Vide Table 24).
Some 25.2 hectares were shared between 21 farmers who owned
farms of one to twenty hectares in total aresa including lend in
the littoral and inner steppe. At the other emd of the a¢ale,
ten farmers shared 243 hectares in the oasis gone and the oasis
periphery. In Misuratine, the average amount of irrigated
oasis land recorded for the farms included in the Questionnaire
Survey of 1959-60 was 3.2 hectares; in Zavia Ozsis, the |
corresponding figure was l.9 in 1952-53. This variation
between the holdings in the two arcas is to de accounted $o the
differences in evolution commented upon earlier in this present
discussion. (Vide also Balugma(43). The pressure on land in
the Zavia area has led to sub-division of property within the
steppe zZone, and a later move to reclamation in the oasis
periphery. In Misuratino, particularly in the backward
localities of Misurata and Zliten Oases, this tendency is not
yet apparent. The figures contained in Table 19 indicatie a
greater proportion of ;xilised steppe land in Liisuratine
econpared with Zavia, a factor which illustrates well the fact
that most areas of Misuratino are in the second phuase of growth
according to the index proposed on pegel7S of this discussion.

In both Misuratino and Zavia areas, the oasis lands acceunt
for only a small percemntage of the total land holding of each
farmer;,ahd the practice of farmers at the present day is to
supplement oasis production with dry-land cultivation in the
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steppes There is a greater degree of variation in the dry~land
holdings than in thé oesis holdinge (Vide Table 19)i  Thus the
average holding in the eteppe is 1l:% and 2.6 heotares for
Zavia and Hisuratino; and the average size of holdings in the
steppe is 8459 and 2.81 hectares respectively. It would be
incomplete if we closed this survey without reference to the
lands of the tribal groups which are at the dispesal of the
members of each gabilae. In Zavia, the average areas used easch
year by farms included in the sample study >’ was more than 40
bectares for eack farm. There are no official rxretumms avail-
able to show the amount of land utilised each year by the
menbers of the gcahlla of Misuratine,; who have righte to lends
in the Ghibla. In fact, this question ie of declining import-
ancey since grazing lands are no lenger of prime icportance to
the tribes of the cosat landsj nevertheless, 1t is wérfhy of
note that the vast, arid desert areas of the south are to a
greater or lesser extent integrated into the farming economy of
the coest; in the later phases of evolution from traditienal
to transitional eeonomic life, the graging areas of the Ghibla
lose impertance in absolute terms, whereas thei;?éeeline in the
initisl period of economic growth is entirely rélative to the
developing pace of economic inter=action ¢f commnities in the
1ittoral oeases.

Purther consideration of farm size 4in Hisurstinoe is given
in Chapter 5, pps. 429-32.

Small holdings of land nmesr to the village exhibit special




characteristicss All the villages eof Hisuratine are small $n
gize and limited in function; in most cases they represent
local cenires of administration, exchenge and craft menufaciure.
Hence there are no concentrations of populstion in the area,
and in consequence there has been RO pressure upan"a;rﬁé:éi in the
viecinity of the villages to specialisce in mavkel garden
productien such as occurs in Tagiura =and Sidi Mésri districts
around Tripoli City. This situation 18 reflected in the
features of land utilisation end ownership im the guani lying
elose to the villages. Hany enclosed gerdens have fallen into
diméeg & phenomenon which may bBe ascribed to ‘Beveral economic
and political factors arising from the lack of urban pressures
(1) Hany of the villegers are both tradesmen and farmers. In
fact, msny of the local shop~keecpers in the suk would
descrive themselves as farmers rather than merchants,
Other villagers retain their lands in the oasis as they
ﬁpgesent a second occupation should thkeir businesses
(ii) A deeper motive is also aypamtia land ownerahip in
many cases has been traditional fanily from time
eut of mind., As in most tmdition-baaed raral commanite
ies, tenacity to land handed down from father to son
becomes a matter of pride and symbol of status. These
features axe reproduced in many other aréss of the
Mediterraneasn World such as Cospicua (Mal,ts), Gallicia
(Spain) and in Southern Italy.

Occasionally, when the local ecomomy is di's?torted by oute
side influence, village land may become the object of
speculation. - Recent bullding of petrol ztorxes and stations
caused some speculation in lané within the villeges. At
present this speculative aspect to land ownewhip in the village
is the exception rather than the rules |
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- - Iand ownership throughout Misuratinoe tends to .shew a
general bomogeneilty. Underlying this superticial picture
is a tendency for declining availability of irrigation water
and a2 diminishing fertility of soils from west t0 ¢ast. As
‘we have notéd previously, this is reflected in the laud-man
ratio (Vide Table 25). Verticial homogeneity of lend holding
exhibits simlilar features to the horizontal pattern, although
evidence collected from the Iand Registry et Misurata suggests
‘4that there is a slight presdominsnce of larger iand owners in
‘Misuratas Oasis, where the Shaikhe have retained more land end
authority than in other regions. The large lemnded families
of lisurata are few in wumber and they reprecent an anomely in

The Arab conguerors of the Kinth and Bleventh Centuries
introduced 8 mltiple system of land use. This arose from
climatic limitations upon agriculturel activities and cultural
appraisal of the landscape. Ownership of land in the peris
pheral steppe wes essentiel for the Arab gsbila, si‘nﬁé pastoral
occupance demanded & strong biass towards pwtmo In
fact, the casis belt was merely a perennial sowing aréas subside
iary to the tribal pasture gone of the peripheral s&teppe and
m until the Sscond Purkish Admimnistration took over im
Iitya.  The Hilalian lend use gones cre faithfully reproduced
4n the presemt day pattern of land ownership. Pigure 4 shows
that the littoral steppe and oasie zones ere eontigucus.
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Nevertheless, ownership of land in both ef these areas by one
farmer entailed considerable problems of logistics:. It wae
quite possible for a gabila member under commnal milk tenure
to have use of land in the extreme south of the peripheral
steppe and also on the coastal fringe of the ocasess In some
tp8e3 & cablls bad rights to grage land within the boundaries
of the territory of a quite separate gabila., , _

Geographical dispersion of landed property ie a feature
ceonmon to the oasia laﬁdﬂ as well as to the larger divisionse
of peripheral and immer steppe zZones, which we have outlined -
previouslys.  The gusni of the ospes are divided 4nto irdivids
ual gardens, which represent portions of tribal land alloe tec
to each member of agebila.  I% is usual for these separate
parcels to be situated at some distance fyom sach othery 8
characteristie of rural land holding thet is a legacy from the
period of communal Bl ownershipe

During the era from the Hilalien conguests tc the close of
Turkishk rule in Libys, comnon ownership of land mecessitated an
annual division of trival territories emongst the members of
the gabila. Bach momber was ellotted a number of parcels of
land, each on one of the different types of land within the
treditionel galdla boundaries. EBach parcel was intended to be
a share of the differing gualities of land, e.g« graging land,
ar&hle land and palmery. It was hoped to secure an equitable
division of land by this means., Grazing rights to land in the
Shible extended to all members of the tribe. FPractice appears
to have varied fibm one gabila Yo anothers; tut the tendemncy wae
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~fop larger families to have a correspondingly greater portion
of the land in each land use area. Annual distribution was

usually undertaken by the Sheikh with the help of his chosen

advisors. ' ' h

This system was breaking down towards the end '6f the Tuiks
ish' occupation, especially in respect to lsnd within the oases.
Peace and order during the Turkich administwation had enceure
aged the construction of permament fixtures wi‘thin the oasis
gardens; amd the owners had no desive to leave woiks that
éntailed labour and eapital cost. Alleinsail, the balancé
of the loesl agricuztural _etoncny was changmg from m‘edemm-
antly pastoral o preaomnanﬂy ‘arable farming .

The trend was augmented by the actions of the Turkish
sdministration in Istantuls ‘There had been official diseoure
agement of commiral land holding from the early ycars of the
Sixteenth Century, when the Turks invaded Iibyas It hae been
pointed out previously; that this official attitude steunmed
largely from en atteapt to rationalise government of the subject
territories of the Porte. Taxation was scheduled on the basie
of the individual rather than the tridbe as & whelé; in epite of
the economic disposition towards communal iife im Libys. The
implementation of admimistrative regulations by the lecal
officiale in Idibya waes reinforced by leglelation from the
 Ottoaman espital. Early in the Bighteenth Contury,; it was
enacted that there was no légal necessity for & msn fo”rai’biy to
- remain in & eyotem of joint owmership. The locd effects of
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the law were insignificent in Idbya, but the scenme wzs set for
later changess In 1858, the formulation of the Land Code
explicitly fordade joint ownership by tribes or similar groupse
Libya was on the margins of Turkish influence and these laws had
no immediste dmpact. It is noticesble thst the sccurulated
force of this legislation mmd the actions of the locel Purkish
officiale begsn to breek down gradually tke sitricily commmnal
lgnd system towards the end of thelﬂine%,ewt;h Centurys In
most areas of the Ottoman Empire, this process hed moved %o
conpletion a century before it had begun in Libya.

- Divielop of property amonget the members of the tribes im
¥iguratino tock place in the years 1911-14, although this was
limited primcipally to the coastel lemds. The transfer from
common mulk to private mulk ownérship wes accomplished by
traditionsl methods of Gividing the land by its land use gquality
and distrivuting & parcel of each type of land ¢o every family.
Thus, & farm helding msy be dispersed over & wide area within
the tribal lands and include 8 high proportien of non-contiguous
fregments. In Zavia Oasisy for exzample, one farmer held

seventeen parcel® of land. The extent of fragmentation. and
asgociated phenomena in Hisuratino will be discussed later im
this chapter (vii)s In Lidbys,; fragmentation of landed props
erty was an initial state of cxistence for the farme in the
erea, resulting from the divieion of land during the ewvolution
of private property from the commurnal ownership pattern.

A major effect of the late tramsition from communalto
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individual ownership is that land distribution retains an
egalitarien aspect even today. There has been no tine or
opportunity for the rise of a strong land-lord class. The
contents of Tables 21 and 22 indicate the results in othear:
countries of the sequel to land division sumongst tribal menbers.
Idbya is atyplosl in relation’ ;a the distribution of landed .
property in compavrison to most other states in the Naghred and
the IMiddle East. ' The results of the late Givision of land to
the individuals ere of outstanding importance; even” +hough.

they are of a negetive quality. '

A feature of Arab peasant farming in the Middlé Bast after
promelgatior of the Edicts of 1858 was the . increaping fmport=
ance of private property vhich was registered officially, or
which was converted from common to private zullk ownership.

The operations ¢f the money«iénders md the presence of am
infiluencisl landed class in these territories resulted in the .
movenent of land from meny small farmers indo the hands of a
few large land cwmers. Yo a short space of time; the owheérs
ship pattern had changed from & communal basisy; through am
intermediary stage of égalitarian distribution of private owner-
ship, to a system dominaiéd om the top by 8 few gefLfandd
gupported from below by &8 maes of landless labourers, This
pattern holde tiue for mmach of M* Egypts the Ievant and
some are=s of the ¥aghreb. On the other hand; Libya shows.
only minor ineipient eélements -associated with thle processe
(viil Pragmen
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Faxation!, points out that Tripolitanta is relatively free frem
8 elass of large land ewners. bux that the aven cuffers immemses
1y from excessive sub-division and fragmentation of holaings 40
2hie eharacteristﬁc varies from place to plaee in the oasis
'lanas of Qripal&tania Before caneiderang the zegianal
 varﬁat1ans ané $he nature of fragmantatian, soms explanatian

of terminelogy is nseessary The follawing maaor points =rise
'with respeet to fragnentation in Misuratinose

ea.: (1)

(11)

(141)

The descriptive term fragmentetion is used without
any generie connotation, =

The process ef'mnrceliement will be regarded as the
divisien of holdings into smaller holdinge.

The process of parcellamenx i5 the subsdivision of
hnldings ascompan)
of morcellement.
in example to illustrate the difference between the
terms should finally clarify the position. If &
farmer had aix plots of and makﬂng up bis agricuits

ing or not accompanying ‘the process

ural holding, which he intended %o leave to his eix

sons, he would be faced with two alternative. Either
be would give each of his sons one plot of land -
vhich would be parcellement « or; as an'altexnative,
he would divide.up each of his six plots into six
sections and give each son ome section of each of the
original plots - this latter case would be morcelle=
Bents
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(B) Progmentetion is & worldewide phemomenon and there are

many forms involfed depending upon the cultural emd
. envirenmental fectors operating in esch case, < lsma (44D,

() Zegal factors are not the only influemces which lead to
end encourage fragmentation. The processes of mopcelles
nent and parcellement may be observed in areas of the world
which aere subject to radically different legal formaliems.
Pierre George pointed out thet Pragmentation of properties
in southern Prance continued in spite of the effects of
the Code Hapoleon‘43?; Moreland, commenting upen the pree
Var Muslim Code in India, observed the same trend towarde
fragmentation of land holdingg‘%);. Both writers ave

- adamant in adopting the view that legalist elements were
either the resul$ of wnderwlying cultural forces and
environmental pressures; or were disregerded where they
applied agsinst the underlying ﬁrc&m ¥n Iitya, the
8 _prioyi legal suthority for the parceilement process
45 also a direct response to the environmentsl and soclo-
eeononic forces at work in the area.

(D) The operation of Moslem Iaai Iaw is the patiern of
parceliement in Misuratine, gven though it ies unot the
causative factor behind 1t. It is not snmm to enter
upon & complete examination of the Code of Moslem Iaw and
its evolution. For further reference on this theme;
reference is invited to Qureshi ‘;@) + It io relevant to
discuss those elements in Hoslem Iaw which pertain to
Misnraﬁna and the formal pattern of inberitance of landed
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It is usual in Bibya that the death of & land owney is
followed by thé breaksup of his estates. In Mvalen Iaw as
operated in Libya; a pevscnal estate, however small; may be
left to any mumber of pecple. Generally the wideow hao first.
claim wpon 25% of the totel estate, whilst the residus % .
divided in the ratio of iwo %o one betwesn sons gnd daughterss.
In the case of & land owner having no family, then his property
is divided amongst all relatives heving clsim upem it. It
would be exceptional in Misurating For ithere to be ns bene-
ficiary of an cptate, =ince primogeniture s recognised neither
by livslen Iaw nor by loeal customs Families are large; on
average four teo «ix per femily, hence it is wnlikely that one
child would inherit the whole of a father®s property by virtue
of being an only Son. ‘ |

A further projection of tht pattern emerges since. the
divieion of land amengst heirs represents only half the problem
of diminishing ferm siges A% the division of property after
the death of a land owney, all clainants . upon the estate demand
that they receive a share of the different plots of lend
belonging to the original omners Hence, if the fauméy bed an
average family ¢of two sons and four daughterse; ¢efh of his plots
of land would Ye fragmented into two egual partes One half
would be shared between the two song; whiilst the other half
wuld be fragmenied into four ssparate units for the daughters.
Division of owmership doee not mecessarily imply a division of
land as 8 farming entity, but it is more comnon Zor opevations
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4o ‘be carried on separately rather than as a joint enterprisey
‘and for physical division of the land to take place..

-The causative factors behind the legal patiern which has
been ocutlined in the preceding peragraphs are complex in the.
sense tha#any ‘of them take their devivation from & nou-Libyan -
énvirenments < In Chepter 4 following, evidence is suggested
which gives support to the assertion that nomadism 15 an alien
social and economic institution in respect to NMisuratino. This
applies equaily to the forces apparent in creating fragments
ation in the ares, and especially to the interaction of tribal
nores and Islamic egalitarienism, which constitutes a major
influmnce in this respect.

-As illustrated earlier in examination of commmal lend
practicey the recpomse of the nomadic and semienomadic tribes
to the yadically varying types of land in Misuratino; wes %o
divide each land use area equally amongst member families. -
The peaction to the use of land was dictated in many ways by
the egalitarian system of the invading Arab groups at the time
of the Hilalien conquests. In Idbya, environmeéntal comiitions -
reinforced thies yeaction in major and minor wayse. The geo-
graphical Yebensraum encouraged nomedism or at least produced
no preéssure to drive the tribes to take uvp sedentary agricults
ure in the casess In terms of the individual farmer and his
‘survival, ownership of separate parcels of land was &an |
insurance that poor rainfdll would mot affect all his crops.
The nature of rainfall in Nisuratino i such that it uight well
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£all in one small erea, leaving the general spreed of land
untouched. Hence, at least one of a widely dispersed series

of plots of barley could be expected to yield a crop vwhich
would maintain the family wntil the next harvest. Thusy
nomadism precluded irrigated, sedentary croppings this lefd
parcellement a3 one of the few answers which could be offered

40 the problem of erratic rainfall, by a society which was '
lacking in capitel end which was basically relisnt upon subsiste
ence egriculture. For success, the system was dependent upon
comzunal land owning. VWhen common mlk cwneyship was changed
to privete mulk cwnership, the system of parcellement was
orystallised.

Purthermore, it may be seen that the traditicnsl forces
creating parcellement existed before the legal pattern wae
superimposed. VUnder the long pericd of pastoral occupance;
lasting until the end of the Turkish eras; officlal legality did
not exist for the interior tribes of the steppe simce the Turks
and the Karamsanlis,; who preceded them; had no effective means to
control them. In other territories of the Ottomen Empire; the
rule of the Porte was more decisive in implementing the laws of
1858, and the egalitarian aspect of Arad life lost influence at g
much earlier date,

The dispersion of settlement in Misuratino has dbeen
mentioned earlier, This in itself tends to encourage the
- desire for each man to have his own haush situated separately
from the original family settlement. The figures in Table 26
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I1lusirate the varying nature of the number of family groups
within one household, but show: thé tendenscy for the majority
of people 0 live with & small number of fanily units in one
household. . In these clreumstancesy it will be appreciated
readily thet jeint fsrming operations are not favoured by the
Arab cultivatorm.

10"
20

Data fron Questiomnaire Survey of ?ﬁﬁ:mtinb-

6
8
2
&

Iand left to the dmaghters ef a deceaeed land omer is
actually famed as an integral part of the family estate matil
she ie married end beare 2 son. After the birth of a son, the
1and becomes his prepertg. ‘Elms; if a daughter parries cutaide
the m_, the lmd will then eenstitnte 8 parcel helangﬂng tn
a men whose main iands lie in a different area, perhaps m:ues
away. This is a smell but sl@iﬁeant contribution to the
 greater dispersion of parcels and greater subedivision,

It wase snggeéteé earlier in the chapter that the fragment~
ation of plots was the :?esult of the deéire for 60mplete |
equ&uty. Snoi.al pmﬁee aa very at#ong. themforo it 48
only oceaeionauy that the cusienm of mﬂreenememt is deferred
in favour ax einsle bloeck shares of lumd. MNany of the :Eamérs



-gdmit readily that it would be essier o work one Gdupact picce
% land, but few of them would admit that they would be. firance
i8lly better off under a bleck eystem rather thau traditional

fragmentations - This traditicnal pyejudice arises from ‘the
fact that there is strong differentiation of land values ae &
result of a certain degree of land hunger which ie tending to
ezaggerate veal differences in land. The real differences
are apptecmlé’ over short distmces-; even with:ln .t‘he oanis
area whevre sharp transition from sandy loam %o loamy sand
brings about a declining fertility. In larger terms, the land
use variations .’oewém the oasis, the peripheral sfﬁ‘?e*pée and the
Ghibila 21l support a highly developed semse of discriminatien
in land values. ' The situation of wells, the incidence of palms
the tracks of the wadis all help to accentuate the distinctions
Presoure upon land resources is & new phenomemon in
i‘ﬂisuratine. I% was. demonstrated earlier; tha-‘ﬁ‘&e area was
moving through the second phase in the mechenism of growth
(p, 1799 where land $n thé nmm steppe on the ‘per:l_phezry of
the oasis Was being taken into cultivation for drysland orops.
During this phase, the pressure an land S:s 'slqély ¥ising, and
the brie'e of land apd the number of recorded land transacticns
are bYeginning to take on importance to the indigenous fmwsa
In these circumstances the process of fragmentation becomes
closely related %o differentiation in land values, and may be
expected to become 80 40 a greater degree a.s 4he populaticon
_ yrasswe increases and the interest in sedentary ferming
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intensifics. Eventually, Micuratino may exhibit the features
already. developed in Zavie Oasis, where pressure on irrigated -
land inflates prices beyond real value and leads to the
enclosure 0f mere dry<land and the comsiruction of oiher fern
over-heads, - PFuarther exapmination of the trends and counterw
trends is offered im Section Three of this thosis.

. The tenacity of the farmers to thedr egslitaiien system of
land distribuiion amd the growing esconomic pressure upon
resources in the oases is nol the whole problem asseciated with
fragmentation of agriculitural boldings., There &s alsé & laek
of initiative and appreciation of the correct approach to ihe
question from the administration. Thie phenomenon fs not
confined ‘o Iibya by any means, but remains a persistent _
dilemma in most countries of the Middle Essi aud Mediterranean:
In Libya, éistridution of the common lands held by the tribes in-
pulk ownership has been carried through only in recent years,
and fragmentation has not yet reached the proportions which
heve become common in other areas (Vide Tadles 21 and 22).
Fevertheless, it 45 conceivable that e considersble deteriora~

tion in present conditions may be expected unless there is an
introduction of legisletion to modify the effects of excessive
_Experience on the W¥adl Ceam Settlement has shown that 1% ie
- far from essy to introduce @ syatem of land tenuvre which varies
' baaical}.y from t¥aditional practice. The Arab gesllal
great attaehment to isnd, and this is maenifest through ouwneys
ship of farm lands. Tenancy of State or privatelands is less
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aceeptable 3o the farmer,. if not completely obmoxious, than
ownership of his own lande; Basieally, the farmer would prefex
the burden of cultivating & mass of dismembered fragments of
land rather than the dishonour of ferming a compact area which
was not his property.

- Attitudes similar to these are not new in social and
agricultural history. . Desp<rooted guspicion of change was
characteristic of many rurasl peasant communities in Western
Europe during the ®assarting' and enclosure movements of mocdern
timess (Cf. Pance, U,K., Eastern Burope). In this thesisy
more and more meation will be made of the increasing inters
‘action of eommunities in Libya and the increasing commercisl
and social centact with areas ouiside Iibya. Alongside and
closely geered to the rate and force of this impect of new
ideas, agricultural 1ife has shown great changes in the last
half century. With this change; many traditional customs have
lost significance: Ownership of land might well cease t¢ have
the present over-inflated value in either the economic or
aocial sense when economic opportunities open up in the towns.
Vhen this stage is reached in the development 0f economic
growth; reform will be less formidahie in its implications.
Ioss of rural population %o the towns has been proceeding since
1951 and since 1955 this rate of urbenisation hes accelerated
proportionally to the growth: of employment spportunities in the
larger towns of Tripoli end Benghszd. As the trend develops
in the next decade it is reasonable to expeet a corresponding
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decrease in pressure upon land as has been obscrved in

Malta(s & 47). Again, using evidence from other areas

of the lMediterreanean céuntries and the Haghred, it 4is likely
that a secordzry proeess of land comsolidation will continume
alongside the decline of rural population. The two processes
are complenentary, This second change will be experienced 4in
the nature of farming activity under pressure of economic
growtk and will represent the swing of the pendulum begun with
the trend to sedenterisation in the early years of the centoxy.
Por the past half centary minifundie farming in the Mediterr=
enean enwirnnmént,.of which the coastal eases of litsuratine
represent a part, has been 2 selfesufficient response by the
farming community 4o the poesibilities opened by the mesow
thernal climetic conditions. A emall plot o land, undexr
irrigation, coculd be mede to produce 2 large veriety of crops
end fruits which although small in quantity were sufficient to
allow subsistence at & reasonable level. Here once more, the
question of fragmentation enters directly into the argument,
gince morcellement allows the divieion of éifferent land typees
so that the broadly-baged activity of the minifundis nmay profit
from each land use area; grazing land for meat end nilk
productiony dry-land steppe for cereals, oessis l=mmd for
vegetebles; dunose fringe lands for house buildings, pelms

end rough grazing for domestic animals. Minifundis farmings
therefore, created pressure upcn the land rescurces in a unique
wvay; & way which is parochial end even more localised in its
operation; demand and supply rarely went beyond thic 1imited
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unit.

‘What heppens when population moves from the rurxal arcas o
the urban sgglomerations? The release of pressure upon the
land in terms of persons per square mile does not in itoelf
nécessarily imply a lessening §n the sirength of minifundis
orgenisation. The major force beccmes incrgeesingly dictated
by the urban demand for agricultural products from the countyye
gide, which exerts 2 stress upcn the minifundia economy: A
rurzl semispecsant community is not adjusted to appreciztion -of
the scope and variety of demsnd from the towns,; but the urban
merchants are in 2 position to do so0, 2nd many of them ars
sufficlently acquainted with the country areas to attempt to |
influence production from the peasants. The commercial
production undertaken by the peasents removes the economic
raison d*eétre for mimlfundiz organisation amd allows,in the
first plece the more money-minded amd intelligent, and, later,
the nass of fermeres $0 consolidate and expand their holdings
in the vacuum left by the release of pressure upon land cccasione
ed by the drift of peoples to the tewns.' Under these conditione4
which are already discernable in Misaratino, 1and *reform¥ will
come through the actions of pessants and the parcellement of
egricultursl holdings will become less oppressive. Legal
action at this stage will be sinmply 2 matter of form. I%
merits attention here to point out that the degree of success
won by the forces exerted by the urbanm merket thruugh the
merchants and their locel agente upon the agrerian -econony, in
meny ways determines the rate of economie growth in the countfy
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ag a whole (Vide Chapter 64 p«534)e

At the present time; the impect of new ideas and methods
bas only just begun to spread generally in rural Libya. 4s
it is d@ifficult to persuade the farmer to accept single Yloek
holdings whilst the minifundis scouomy contimuess 5o it is
difficult to introduce the practice of cash exchange for
inheritance righte. It is wmsual for heiré t0 accept cash
payments from their brother or brothers for thelr share of land.
This springs from reasons which bhave been discussed before with
respecet to ownership and tenaney.

Conditions ere as much traditionsl as transitional in
present-day Libya. In these circumstances it is imperative to
‘bear in mind that opportunities outside agrieulturai‘émploymsnx
are limited, although this is rapidly changing. The fact of
restricted amountis of fertile farming land snd its causes have
been reviewed earlier in the two contexis of climate =nd water
resources, The farmer wndersiendably held to his lands since -
he wes faeeawwifh the diffianlgy_0:_a¢quiring'better<1anas than
he bad by purchase; and had little inducement to gein employment
cutside the gabils. Whilst the fermer bad no scope £or better=
nent outside the trival seciety, =md whilst he was contented
with traditional life, knowing nothing to compare it with, hard
work and uneconomic retuims from his fragmenited faim were of no
consequerce. Several of the farmers interviewed in R959«60
were adament in asserting that they preferreéd % be poor end
: | remain within the orbit of the gabils end its traditional -
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welfare system rather than move to the towns where they could
expect nothing but unrelieved poverty. It was noticeable, that
this reply £rom the clder men and the poorer men who represent

the conservative rearguard of traditional soclety and economic
thought.

1l 20 6 2,00 2.19

2 10 21 2,80 066

E 30 20 2423 0+
20 19 2.21 0.22 .

5 10 %% .00 0.18

6 or more 10 0+33 024

Data from Theodorou 3% ana Questionnagire Survey.

The rursl economy of Misuratino is far from being static
in nature. Whilst society is characterised by many elenments
which sre basically traditional, as indieated in the previous
paragraph there are also elements vhiech may be interpreted
clearly as transitional. Henece the farmers reported gbove are
typical of 2 large portion of the rural community, but, since
1951 of a declining portion of it. Education and inereasing
contact with the urban sress are forcing changes in mental
aprrecigtion of land which may be expected %o reflect themselves
in patterns of l1lsnd ownership in the near future.

Here it will be of value to summarise the major effects
derived from the practice of fragmentation of agriéultural
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holdings. Fragmentation of holdings into a number of non-
contiguous plots, in terms of phygicalieffort means that every |
farn operation is multiplied by the number of plots held by the
farmer. From the figures in Table 27, it is ciear that &npli—
cation is the minimum division which is enjoyed by most farmers.
Only 20% of the farmers in Misuratino and 5% of the farmers
interviewed at Zavia worked only oné parcel. Thevfigures
included in Teble 27 hide the fact that in Misuratino the number
of parcels ranged from one to eight, 2nd in Zavis from one to
thirteen. The task of moving labour, implements and draught
enimals from plot to plot 1s farmidablegfespeeiaily in vievw of
the fact that most farming operations mngt‘be eaﬁried within a
short space of time. During the former rains, ﬁlanting of
cereals end other crops must be accomplished rapidly, and at
these times, the number of plots and the distence between them
'is of prime importsnce.

In the oasis gardens, the distance between plots of lends
owned by one particular férmer ney not be grest, as for example
in the Oasis of Zavia, where the distance between plots ranged
from contiguity, or a matter of a fev metres, up to half g
kilometre. Experience in Misuratino vould lesd o slightly
different conclusions. Dispersion of plots tends to be greater
here, one farmer in Mudiriyat of Homs also owned land in the
Sehel El-Ahamed and a distance of almost £1ve kilometres
separated the two. This discrepancy may be gccounted to the

fact that the survey at Zavia did not take into consideration
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plots owned through the wife of the farmer for the sons of the
family. In generasl, plots inherited in this way are responsible
for the greater areal dispersion of parcels. NeVertﬁelessg it
is obvious that the disadvantages of parcellement are evident
whether the plots sre a greater or lesser distance from each
other.

Adjacent parcels of land are farmed as separate units as a
genersl rule. Bach garden is divided from the next by an
earthen wall mgking operations such as ploughing an individual
day's vork for each garden. Irrigation is made ezspensive and
wvasteful, since the well owned by a farmer need not neeéssarily
be centrel to his parcels of land in the vieinity. Evaporation
and seepage therefore tend to be inereased by the passage of the
vater over roughly constructed channels across the land. These
are but the basic evils associated with fragmentation.

All-in-zll, the operation of parcellement snd morcellement
has made farming in Misuratino extremely wmprofitable for the
snall farmers snd contributes to the depressed living standards
in rursl areas. Since 1951, knovledge of scientific agricul-
tural methods has become more wide-spread; Field extension
work by Government and international orgenisations is gradually
sugnenting the impact of urban commercisl pressure upon ruralv
aPeas. As previously pointed out, these modern methods-have
only recently had an sppreciable impact upon the'indigenous
Arab farmers. Hevertheless, it is possible to see that the
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evolution of the agricultural lendscape in terms of fleld size
and dispersion represents an impasse against whiqb the intro-~
duction of scientific techniques will have to bear heavily.

(viii) Shape of Parcels of Lasnd in .'..-“_i.‘_f. o . .

A distincet field pattern has evolved in assocletion with
parcellement and morcellement in Misuratino. The attempt to
distribute parcels 6f land which vere absolutely wqual in sige
and quality hsd led to a haphazard field shape. Figure 388
showing the field boundaries in the Sahel El-Ahsmed illustrates
the range of shapes vhich have emerged from the process of |
morcellement. The original parcels have been divided amongst.
the helrs of setweral generations of the farmers who have owned
the parcels sinece the ehsnge from common to private mulk owner-
ship. A seeondary strip pattern hss been superimposed upon the
irregular parcels by the sction of morcellement.

The result of the pattern of field boundaries is that access
is often difficult, since the farmer finds entry to his styips
across another farmer's land. Irrigation is yet another problem,
since water has to be channelled along the whole length of the
individual strip, & process which involves considerable wastasge.

Narrov and irregulsr strips of land imply e maintenance of
old techniques, since nev approaches generally meen mechanisation
%o g greater degree. A scientific pattern of tillage is
difficult in the framework of the present field shapes. For
example, contour ploughing as advocated by the experts of the
agricultural departments of the Tripoll agencies such as F.A.D.
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énd the Nazara of Agriculture is uneconomiecal for many of the
gtrips of land owned by the indigenous Arab farmers.

Thus, the conclusions wvhich were offered in the last para-
greph of sub-section (v) would also hold for this aspeet of
1snd holding in Misuratino.

(ix) Chapges.

It has been guggested earlier, that social and agricultural
life in Misuratino wes in a state of unstable equilibrium during
the last century. The oases and the steppe represent anm inte-
gral economic¢ and cultural unit under semi-nomadism. Misupatino
was relatively isolated from the Jefara by the Msellata Ridge
and was isolated from Tripoli by distance. Before the intro-
duction of mechanised transport, Homs was three days and Misurate
five days camel ride from Pripoli. Hence, Misuratino was, in
many vays, a remote and backward eres where primitive communal
land holding was universal.

& prolonged period of peace under the Turkish sdministration
gave time for the change in economic approach and mental attitude
which led to the ending of common mnlk tenure in the guani of
the oases. As yet, Libya is atypical of most comparable areas
in the Arab World, since the evolutionary stages through which
land tenure systems have passed elsevhere sre not reproduced in
Libya. Here, there has been a direct transition from the
primitive tenure system to the private system. The Maghreb and

the Middle East ss a whole illustrates a pattern of more
complexity. In these areas, the classical evolution has tended
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to follov a pattern developing from the primitive to the feudal
with only s minor and transitory phase of private small proﬁeé~
ties.  Syria, Lebanon§ Egypﬁ and Palestiné were shown earlier
to have large farms under the control of a few land owners,' a
enploying the peasants, who, in general, were lendless. The
egrarian economy in libya is based upon small peasant proprietors.
This pattern, which has been indicated several times in this
chapter is of key importance in distinguishing the-rnralwécénomy
and society of Misuratine from the lands around. Changes in .
the distribution of landed property had taken place slowly until
1955. This arose mainly from the inherent comservatism of

the small peasant farmers, and the deep attachment to land
developed for non-commereial reasons.

Properties were constantly changing hands. These chznges
yere limited strictly in scope to the gction of parcellement and
morcellement. Occasionslly, other factors did interveme to
introduce some latersl movement in property exchange. The most
important of these external factors was the influence of prolong-
ed drought. It has been indicated previously that the indige-
nous Arsb economy is highly resilicent in the face of elimstic
gdvepsity. This is true to a large extent. The chsnges in the
social structure of the tribes, and the ecomomic changes discuss-
ed already have made the Arzbs more vulnerasble to fluctuations
in rainfall especially during phase (c) of the mechanism laid
out on p. 179. 1In placing one foot firmly in the sedentary

gone of the oases, the Arasbs carrespondingly forfeited some of
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the flexibility of approach to the hazards of the environment.
The tribes &f Cyrenaica are able to use grest mobility in avoid-
ing the worst elemente of drought conditiens ¢ide(’?)). Their
flocks can be transported repidly from dessicated aress to

areas which have been more favoured by rainfell. In extreme
conditions the bedawin zre able to live frem their livestock
capital.

Growing preoccupation with agriculture; in the ocases up to
the mid-1950's reduced mobility in the lisuratino srca of
Tripolitanis. The accuomulated effect of several years of poor
rainfall had an appreciable impact upon agricultural production.
The sedentary cultivators were lisble to ruimn as they lacked
mobility and large livestock capitsl during the preliminsry
phagses of growth. The poorer were compelled to sell out their
property to retrieve their pésition.

0f perticular interest in this respect was the period of
drought in the years 19%:8-b9, All of Misurstino was not stricken
in this perlod. Rather effects were confined to the ares
around Buk El-Khemis in the Sahel El-Ahamed. To compensate for
the complete loss of crops in the steppe, and the exceedingly
reduced production in the oasis area, several farmers were
compelled to sell their livestock. With the continuance of the
drought into the next year, the farmers had then %o resort to
the sale of trees. Eventually, pressure from the noney lenders,
and the farmers' own disinclinstion to persist sgsinst difficul-
ties, led %o the m2as sale of land. The Ben Nur bpanch of the
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Ulad Bu Rgheba sold out sll their estates and moved to Cyrenaics.
liost of the land was sold to members of the same gabila, though
an unknown element went to merchants in Homs and Zliten who had
no effiliation with the cabila. The lend vent to rich men with
farms of thelr own, whether they were notebles of the gebila or
not. Consolidation in & physicel sense was achieved in & srall
area of the oasis. The fayms which were acquired in the drought
years were integrated into other larger economic units in very
few cases. bMany of the farms were run either by a small inde-
pendent farmer or were remted by s landless labourer. In a few
cases, the properties were being bought on mortgage by enter-
prising farrmers who were prepared to build up a new farm rather
than walt for the death of their owmn father and a shasre in the
fanmily estate.

A significent fector whieh emerges from this summary of
the effects of drought conditions upon the pattern of land
ownership in the years before 1955, was that ILibya sgein exhibi-
ted atypical characteristics for an Arab country. The drought
led to the sale of land by the sraller peasant proprictors of
‘the Sahel BleAhamed. The victims of the drought vere more
prepared to give up their lands than mortgage their estates;
‘They weore even more unwilling to become labourers on the:lands
of their fathers. In faet; the fraction of the tribe gave up
the land totally, and reverted back to the more primitive
conditiens from which it had so recently emerged.

‘The peculiar factors of geography, and the still pesilient
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tribal soclety produced a reaction to adversity which gave a
striking illustration of the bslance of economic developrent at
that time in Libya. In a2 soclety which could be described gs
*transitional!, it could reasonsbly be expected that dispossessed
members of the tribe would turn to the towns or alternatively
stay in their home arez to become a class of labourers. Neither
of these trends were apparent. In Syria, Lebsnon and Pslestine,
the classical reaction to this same situation was for the appear-
ance of a landless peasantry. In the areas of the laghreb in
more reecent timesy the reasction in social and economic terms has
been foy g de-tribalised proletariast to gather in the towms.

The unique position of ILibya on the scale of social and
econpnic development at this time resulted in the unorthodox
respongse of the Bu Rgheba.

Since 1955 there has been a shift in economic emphasis which
has made the previously~quoted buman group response to the
environment, instanced in kMisuratino by the Bu Rgheba, of histor-
ical rather than present day interest. Whereas the wide~spread
poverty of the urban areas in 19%7-48 tended to create contrifugsal
forces sway from these centresi?%he past few years the corres-
ponding force hss been centripetal towards expanding and increas-~
ingly prosperous urban communities. In 1945, the Britisgh Military
Administration reported 'There is nov considerable unemployment
throughout the teritory and particularly in Tripoli City. Whereas
accurate figures on the unemployment situstion are not available,
as the majority of the labourer clsss fails to register with the
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Labour Office, there are at present approximately 4,000 registered
unemployed in Tripoli toun.‘(he) Thus, the unenmployment posi-
“tion in the years following the cessation of war in NHorth Africs
was sufficient to cut back the rate of population drift to the
towns.

In 1951, the urban econcmic scene had changed enly in detail,
there were very few occupations open to libyens outside zgricul-
ture and the public adminﬁétratiene Since this time, there have
beeﬂiﬁasie changes in the structure of wages affecting large
numbers of Libyans. The operations of the oil companies have
expanded many-fold snd Ghere has been considerable employment of
local labour at most levels of compsny organisation throughout
idbya. The traditional pieture of the Arab fellsh, as we shall
shov later, bas changed irrevocably sinece 1951: the present day
Arab is inereasingly ap industrisl worker in Tripolitanis as a
wvhole, and in Misuratino more than in most of the southern sres
of Tripolitania, The Iibysnisation of the public administration
after 1951, which allowed, in fact, rore openings for Arabs in
whitewcollar occupations than there were applicants to £ill the
posts was & major contributary factor in the process. The
discovery of oil and the prospect of early exploitation of the
Iibyen oll reserves have accelerated this tendency to urban
prosperity in the last #wo years and have correspondingly intensi-

ficd the attraction of the urban areas to the rural peoples,
wvhose wages have responded only slowly to the stimulus from the

expending urban economy.
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The impaet of these changes must not be over-exaggerated at

this stage: they are economically critiezl in marking the changes
in econcnmic growth, but they are not spectacular as yet. Hever-
theless, the increasing affluence of the towns is impinging upon
the rural economy so that the pastorslist is finding it to his
profit to be resident in the cases rather than in the Ghibls.
In the oases, he may benefit from the increase in the prices in
'agrieultural products, and also be agvailable for part-time vork
with the milltary, oil company or civil administrations should
the opportunity arise.

The inference to be drawn from this is that since 1947-48
Misuratino has seem the passing of stage (2) of the mechanigm
of lsnd holding end associated socio=cconomic factors (p.

The spread of cultivation in the oases finder a system of seden~-
tary agriculture has had the tuo-fold effect of reducing the
vulnerability of the Arabs to the climatie¢ vicissitudes and of
taking them amross the water-ghed between pastoralism and peasant
cultivation. This is directly reflected in land holding with the
growth of true minifundis peasant farming in Misuratino. Changes
in property ownership have been concerned with meeting the demand
for variety of land use areas made necessary nnder the minifundia
system, and this demand itself has led to the accentuation of
differences in land and to an increase where land prices in the
oases make land on the ocasis periphery profitsble to reclaim as
suani, then stage (c) may be said to be underway (Vide p.179).

Growth of urban demand for agricultural products is a necessary
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process exerting pressure in the oases, which in turn accelerates
enclosure of marginal land and stimulates s commerceial revolu-
tion in the oases, advanced stage (e) and paves the way for a
transitional economy in the area.

Thus, land ownership patterms in Misuratino in the cousative
end resulgveffects, provide a basic guide %o economic change in
the region. In the following chapters further elements of
econonic and soclzl growth will be considered.
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Chapter Four - Elements of Soecial Or ;
. ‘ relation to Economic Growth

(1) Introduction.

(2) The Cabila Unit.

(3) Historieal Background.

(4) Ethnic Groups, Economic and Social Divisions in
HMisuratino.

(5) Trival Settlement and Urban Units in Misuratino.
(6) Tribval Organisation in Misuratino.

(7) Internal Porces of Social and Economic Growth and
Tribal Disintegration.

(8) Italian Colonial Policy emd Tribal Disintegration.
(9) Italian Land Acquisition and the Diminution of Tribal lands.
(10) Summary - Traditional Society.



(1) Upon the basis of the previous discussion of the physicel
habitat of Misuratino, we shall enlerge the present study in
terma of the role and significance of the gabila in the
developing economie patitern of the area. The social structure
of the gabila represents the traditional element, and the
e"conomieé - ’or more generally, the complex of influences that
have stimlated economic growth = represent the dynamic factor
in the modern agrarian and urban scene in Misuratinos The
intereaction of the two elements will be discussed in the
pages that follow. The festures of soclo-economic change
are closely related, all impinging one upon the others to
varying degrees during the progressive Fhases of growth, thus
in exzsmination of social organisation and ite economie
imphca‘&ions, we shall not attémp% to force a strict pattemn
of development upon indigenous society in Misuratino; one
eccnonie or social factor need not affect all the peoples of
Hisuratinoe at the same time. It will be shown, that the
tendency of the tribes to become sedentary cultivators in the
coastal oases wae a result of internal economic factors
generated within the eabile units and that the projection

of growth following upon sedentarisation gathered upon itself
increasing momentum. This momentum was reinforced again by
outgide forces, notably the effects of Itslian colonial policy
and the associated zgricultural and urban development undere
taken by the colomial administration. In the following
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paragraphs, we shall analyse the form of the influences

. stimulating economic &nd social change in relation to the
Ehasesof growth at which they become operative.
(2) ZThe Cabila Unit -

Until recent yeers, the gabila was the basis of the
social order in Miéuratino, and even at the present day eight
'eut of every nine of the people of Misuratino reside in the
tribal dcmaans. Cabila organieation has persisted in Libya
as a whole in spite of succeseive occupations by outside powera;
in the course of three centuries, five political authorities
have been in control of the area; the Pirst Turkish Occupation,
the Esramsnli Dynasty, the Second Turkish Administration, the
Italian Colonial Government and the British lidlitary Administra=
tion. Throughout these periods of conguest, the economic |
eutoneny of the cabile hse helped the survival of the social
wit, It will be instructive to examine in more deteil the
origins ‘and the growth of tribval organisation in Libya, and
the resulta which pertain specifically to m1suratinn.

The Berbers ropresented the major elements in the
population of the area, which is now politically integrated
in the nstion of Libya, until the arrival of the Arabs in the
Seventh Century A+De The connotation o0f the term *Borber' is
rather broad. . It &8s certain that the madn group in the area
‘of Tripolitania at the time of the Arab invasions was the Libi,
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a trive which is frequently mentlioned by the ancient histerians
of both Greece and Rome. Prom the writings of the classical
historiens, it appears likely that the Lidbi groups occupied
the fertile areas of North Africa for & long pericd before the
Arad invaeions, and at various times included within their
domain those territories reaching from Cyrensics to the
Atlantic coast of the Maghrgb.

Host Arab chroniclers divide the Berbers into two groups

ag follovuss~

BRANES . MAZIH
Azdagia Hasmmde Aurba Addasa
Agisa Ctama Sanhagia Nefusa
Auriga lents Hascura Darisa

Czula
0f these various Berber families, those vhich may be consideredv‘
truly as indigenous to Iibys are the Imsta, the Nefusa and the
Adassa. The Haura, se-called, probably originated in western
Tunisis or Algeria and in spite of local itraditions to the
contrary did not affect Tripolitanie at this time but ohly
nmoved into the area at the close of the Seventh Centuiy.
Segmente of the Ctama end the Imaia aid not move into
Tripolitenia until later in the Ninth and Tenth Centuries.

A%t the present day, the greater part of the inhebitants
of the coastal towns of Tripolitenia, including Homs, liisurata
and the lisellata villages are descended from the Haura, who at
varicus times. came umder Arab control and who eventually
suhmi%ted to total assimilation, The Ctams tribe was centred
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meinly in Algeria, and only a sm2ll family fraction was
established in Tripolitania in the region around Homs.  Cabila
S411in remeined in the area of Homs Oasis, but all other
vestiges of the group have long since vanished:. The Zuaga
was a amsll and sparsely distributed tribe associated with the
Maghdes group of Berbers. . Apart from residual fragments of
the iribe at Zuasra, where elements of the Berdber culture still
survive; the only other area of concentration is at Zliten.
Here, the Zuaga fraction Beni liager have been completely Arabw
ised and have no distinct identity in & strongly Arab area.

In summary it may be said that the original Berber .
inhabitants of Misuratino - the Hauara, Ctama and the Zuaga <
have becen absorbed into Arab socliety, leaving only trace
elements in the hybrid. The Arébs destroyed the agricultural
framewérk upon which the Berbers had huilt:their civilisation
during and after the Roman period. This process must be
regarded as gradual; sedentary agriculture did survive into
Arab times, and the entire agrarian pattern of the coastal
ozB8es was notvtotally destroyed.  The Berbers, both as‘free
men, and later as fiefs of the Arabs, continued to work the
oasis lands ase sedentary cultivators. At times this holé upon

the littoral areas was most tenuoua. not so0 much through the
1mpact of conquering armies, but rather through the éxtanéed
operation of eultnre contact. As the Berbers were assimilated
to ths Arab way cof 1ife, the mental attitude of pride in land
.holding and technical skill in cultivation became weakened, and
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standayrds dropped considerzbly. TNomadic pastoralism largely
superseded sedentary cultivetion in Misuratino as the major
economic pursuit.

(v) The Arabs

The first influence of the Arabs was felt im Tripolitania
during the invasions from the ezst in the Seventh Centurys
This initial Arad incursion into Berber lands was essentially
military in nature and had 1little effect upon the compositien
of population in the area. The Hilalian invasion of 441 H
(1049 AD) end the sueceeding attacks of the Beni Suleim a few
years later vere to be paramcunt faetors in determining the
character of the population of Tripolitania.

In the year 297 H (910 AD) the Patimid Caliphate Seiiti
were in comuand of the greater part of North Africa,; which they
had subjugated with the help of the Berber Ctama group in
Tunisias Vhen the Patimids moved to Egypt in the yezr 361 B
(972 4AD), they relinquished control of North Africa to Iusuf
Ben Bulucchin Ben Ziri, whose family had already proved its
ability to lead and rule in the struggles against the Hauara
Berbers. Iusuf was himself a Berber of the important Sanhagia
fanily, who, together with the Ctema; had supported the rule of
the Fatimids in Iibya and the laghreb. The femily Ben Ziri
continued to dominate the area and rule in the name of the
Fatimids until 437 H (1045 ~ 1046 AD)s After this date, the
descendents of Iusuf claimed direct dependence upon the
Caliphate of Baghdad. Since this declaration by the Berbers
amgﬂﬁted to rebellion against the Patimids, who were reigning in
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Bgypt, it was natural that action would be taken by the Arab
dynastys The form of a;.c‘éion wag to be of great signi:;icanea
in the history of Worth Africa, since the Patinmid ruler
incited the restless nomadic tribes of Egypt to undertake a
war of revenge against the Berbexrs of libya. The invasion
was led by the large and powerful tridbe of Beni Hilal, supporte
ed by the Riah; the Zeghba emnd the Atbegs The Hilalian
congquest of ILibya thus began,

The invading forces arrived in North Africa in 443 H
(10511052 AD) and after three years continuous fighting
against the Berbers, the Arab tribes divided the land between
then:. The Zogba settled sround Tripoli and Gabes, the Riah
at EKajvrouan and Bagia and +the Atbeg in the Constantine distriet
of Algeria. The Berbers were thrust to the west 30 the strong-
holds of Xabilie; or were taken as fiefs of the conqueror.
Agriculture received an almost fatal blow, since the Hilaldan
peoples were ruthless in destroying all signs of sedentary
settlement including ferms, villages and plentations: In the
steppe and Jebeline lanéds, destruction of the eettlements and
agricultural holdings appears to have been complete, to the
exte_n§ that the pre-conquest economy vas never again rewbuilts
Roman dems, wvatexr contrel works; olive presses and olive
plantations were subjected to the depredations of the inveders,
and vhat was not destroyed physically was left to f£all into
disrepair and nltimate ruins Prom all the historieal evidence
which is available, it seems likely that the entire littoral
steppe zone of ilisuratine; in common with other ,é,imﬂar areas
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in the Jefara of Tripolitania, was cleared of all agriculiural
constructions which were never restored by the Berbers once they
vere subjugated and absorbed into the Arab culture. On the
co=28t; the oases were loss easily destroyed; since they were
less reliant upon & high degree of technical organisation and
were able to survive long periods of neglect:. HNevertheless;
it is certain from the records left by Ibm Khaldrun that the
area of the oases declined censiéerabmy(so)‘ N

In tcrms of the agricultural landscape, the effect of the
Hilalian 4nvasion wes to change a system of quasi-peasant
farmers with & high degree of contrel over the environment,.
into a system of semi- ond complete pastoralists with no
particular interest in control of the envirenment. |

The survival of the oases of Misuratino was facilitated
to some degree by the fact that there were established gasp
(fortified villages) along the coast; in which the Berber
remnants were able to. take refuge in times of nomedic incursion.
Thus; in ® few cuses, the Berber response in ths economic cone
text was to abandon theiy agricultural interest and to take to
more eanily defended pursuits such as ccmmerce, which could be
earried on in the towns. The Berbers thus became tradesmen
and town~dwellers: This separation of function between the
Arabs and Berbers diminished with the passage of time as the
Berbers became more and more absorbed inte the traditional Arab-‘
way of life through the necessity of allying with strong &réb
trives to aveid extinctions

PFollowing the arrival of the Beni Hilal and the successes
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geined by them, & kindred trikhe,; the Beni Sulein, were induced
to move to join themr in North Africa. The Fatimids were less
anxious for the Beni Suleim to join their brother tritve in
North Africa them they had been in incite the Berni Hilal to
invasion eome years earlier. The Berber mensce im Libya had
been eliminated, and the Patimids were not desirous ef o
stronger power growing in theiy place. The Beni Sulein were
-undeterred by the Caliph 2nd entered the wedtern gateway to
Cyren=ica on the same terme offered to the Beni Hilal,
The Beni Suleim were made up of four msin groupsis

(1) Beni Eebibd

gﬁ%)ggﬁ %:gbab

{iv) Beni Zegd
Of these groups, the Eebib settled in Cyrenaics, ﬁhils% the
other gfoups went on to join the Beni Hilal in Tripolitania.
The Suleim moved into the lends lying between Tripoli end Gabes,
but d4d not affect Misuratino to eny great extent. After the
establishmerit of the tribal groups, the area of Libya.underwentr
a peiiod of disorder and tribal feuding, which was augmented
occasionally by the incursion of other Arad adventurers from
Egypt. Agriculture declined %o even lower levels, and the
demands of constant warfere, whether interenecine or against
extemnal groups, fended to confirm the Arab and Arabo-Berbdey
tribes in their nomadic economic structure. Towards the close
of thie period of enarchy, the Pebbad group of the Beni Suleim
tock control of much of the lands of Tripolitania. 1In
Hisuratino, the Ulad Salem-became the ruling elemernt, also
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hélding contrel of the area south of Sirte.

(c) Ehe Pirst Turkish Conguest and the Era of Keramanli Rule.
The arrival of the Turks in North Africa in 1551 AD was

essentially military in charsecter. The invasion was under-

taken by the Janisseries and affected only the coastzal cities,

particularly Tripcli:. The Turks and the Kesyamell Tynasty

which emerged from the conquest; were able to hold down
limited aress of the littorsl, leaving the tribes of the
‘interior to their own devices, provided that the cities were
in no way menaced Ly nomedic activity. Contemporary

accounts ¢of the Karamanli orgenisation in Tyipolitanis

show that the majority of peoples actually paying frivate

Yo the canqaerers were the few sedentary Berber oy primely
Berber groupa who were living in or around the coastal oaseacsl)
In Misuratino, the towns of Homs, Zlitan and Hisurata came
undexr control of the occupying powers; although the territoriai
extent of these possessions was limited by the aﬁility of
troops of the town garrisons to mainitzin law and order in the
face of comnstant incursions by the Debbadb groupe: The L£irst
Turkish oecupation closed in 1835 AD.

The second Turkish Goﬁernment of Pripolitania; which was
a direct result of the Ottoman invasion eand reorganisation
of the Empirey; had the}effeet in Libya of extending the zone
of slien control outside the limits of the coastal ocases. At
times such control was tenuous; especially during those perioeds
when the administratian attempted to re-institute taxation on




227

the tribes of the interior. The nomadic tribes denied the
rights of taxzation to the Turks by meens of physical withdrawal
along the endless lines of communication across the desert,
where the Turks were unable to bring thelr organised fighting
power to bear upon them. Rep:eated attempts by the Turkish
adninistrators to impose texation on the tribes culminated in
1911 AD, with a massive rising of the tribes against Turkish
authority. Simaltaneously, the first landings of Italian
troops was taking place in Tripoli, and the Turkish administra- .
tion eame to the verge of cellapse.

The periods of Turkish and Keramanli rule which lasted until
1912 were characterised by continucus disturbances as is witnesse
ed by the writinge of Tully3!?., HNonetheless e may regara
this era as an improvement upen the centuries of anarchy which
bad preceded during the Islamic invasion. Uost of the inter-
tribal struggles had been brought to a conclusion, and apart
from petty jostling for land between one tribe and anether, the
area was comparatively peaceful., The effects of the peace were
expressed in economic and soclal terms by an increase in
activity in the coastal cases towards the eclose of the Nine~
teenth Century. There ie evidence that several of the semi-
nomadic cabila were engaged wpon construction of fixed
agricultural instellatione such as wells and small olive
and date plantations(5l). The tendency of the tribes to use
the oasis areas as a greater supplement to the nomadic economy
was the very factor which motivated the Ottoman administration
to stand firm on the tax issue. A result of this Ottoman
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policy was that the tribes remained wary of sedentary life
throughout the period of their dominion. |

- In the cases of the littoral, where the Turke were able
to repulse nomadic incursions, sedentary agriculture was
increasing in scope towards the end of the Nineteenth Century.
The transe-Saharan trade which had revived during the period of
peace, came t© an end in the closing years of the Nineteenth
Century and those coastal settlements in Hisuratino, such as
ldsurata and que. vhich hed relied for existence upon commerce
were compélled to turn to an alternative resource - agriculture.
The nomadiec groups of the peripheral steppe took part in this
extension of agriculture in the cases, and although the rate
of aedentarisatian was tempered by fear of Ottoman thiea,.many
of the semi-nomadic tribes had developed sufficient 1#ferest
in agriculture to be pfoceeding with division of communal lands
into private holdings. _

At the time of the Italian conquest, the social structure
of the indigenous tribes of Liisuratino remgined almost unchanged
from the date of the first Turkish conquest. Various amalgsna-
tions between different groups of peoples in the area had taken
place, but the structure of the gabile wasan unchanging quantity.

.;n the fore-going pages we have followed the military
history of fhe area through the post-Roman era; 44t will be
instructive to assees the results of these compound influences
in terms of areal concentratione of human groups and the social
structures which prevail amongst them.

|
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TABIE 28
CONSTITUENT FRAGMENTS OF THE BENI HILAL

(1Y ATBEG  (44) RIAH  (iii) BENI 20GBA

Beni Dured Beni Omar Beni lagid
Beni Cherfa Beni lMirdas Beni Husen
Beni Alad Beni Ali Beni lMalech
Bd-Dahach Benl Said Beni Amer
Beni Iatif Beni Chader DBeni Arua
El~-Aasen

Beni-ticaddenm

El-Amuy

Beni Giuscen

CONSTITUENT FRACGUENTS OF THE BEN] SULEINM

(1) BESI AUP (1i) DEBBAB

Beni iiirdas Ulad Ahamed

Beni Allagh Beni Giaber
Ulad Slemen
Ulad Salenm

(iii) BEWI ZEGB (iv) BERI EEBIB

El-llagarha _ Scemmach

El+Hotman El=Azza

El-Hsauna

Ez~Zuaid

El=-Guaida

Es-3ahca

{v) ILUEBED BEN AAMNER

Ulad Selam

Ulad llocaddem

(1v) EL-UAACHIL

Bend Sahir
Beni iiohammed =



TABLE 29
BREAK~DOUN OF THE DEBBAB TRIPAL GROUP

Ulad Abamed . er~Rgheat
el«Asabaa ) Gebel Nefusa
(es-Suhub .
(el-Hemarna Sahel of Gabes
{el-Chargia lisellate
( (en~Nuail Zuars
( glnad Sinan Gebel Hefusa
< ( (henl Soner
a ebaa - ;
( (el"Gem Gebel Fefusse
¢ . (Ulad Rasced
( yUlad Uaaeiahgam lerghem er-Rgheat
i ( el-Hagiarsa Sahel of Trip.
Beni Giaber( eleAuamer ( (Beni Ali Ben lMerghem~Tarhuna
( B (el=Giuauba
E s ' (ol~Amor Zavia
(el«Tmaim ey-Reheat
{ 2 (Beni Harie Zavie
( (Ulad Caid
g Beni Isa
, (ezf-Zuaid
Ulad Slenen(U‘.lad Vaser
. Ulad Huned
el«~Alauna
201&1 Herguch er-Rgheat
(‘el-—khamed Hons
Ulam Salen (el-Amaim Z2liten
(Beni Galbun Hisurata
(Beni. Maslla

Ulaed Sinan Ben Otnan Homs




(4) -Ethnic Groups, Fconomic end Socisl B!

The verious classes into which the péopie of Libya are
classified for purposes of census and sociologicel study are
cabila, and lahmae. FNeither of these terms represents a watere
tight unit, but they ere well adepted to Arab society in Iibye.
The agsregate tribve which is the largest classification of
soeiety in Iibya in an extremely loose term, which is scarcely
used except in respect to historical lineage. Femily roots
are felt to be a matter of family pride, but the orgenisation
vhich ence surrounded themjor tribal groupe during the early
years of the Hilalsen =nd subsequent invesions disintegrated
rapidly in the face of geographical decentralisation which
accompanied the occupation of new territories. Iong before
the Turkish eonquest, the Arabs had ceased to spesk of them-
selves as of the Beni Hilal or the Beni Suleim, and had
returned to more parcchial terms of political and social
orsanisation.

The tribal returns recorded in the census undertaken by
Agostini revesl s heterogenecus charaecter to the cabila of
Tripolitania®?),  Throughout the ares, there has been consid-
erable interemixture of the Arab and Berber elements in the
population, which have blurred the origine of the two distinct
ethnic groupse The Berber strain comes from the original
inhabitants of the country who have been described previously
in thié chapter. Arab roots are to be found mainly in the
two tribal agglomerations of the Beni Hilal and the Beni Suleim
who are thought to have their origins in the Nadj (Vide
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'@#ﬂﬂﬁ*?ritchard(ss)). Both these major tribes wefe of
ludarid stock, of which the Beni Suleim is the senior branch.
The figures contained in Table 28 illustrate the constituent
-fragments of the Beni Hilal and Beni Suleim as they were
recorded by the Arab geogrzpher Itn Khal&run(so)a Iisuratino
was influenced mainly by the Debbab tribe of the Beani Suleim;
the genealogiecal table of which is shown in Table 29. OFf
the Debbab grouping; the Uled Selem constitute the major
element in the present dey Arad population of the area es
illustrated in Figure 41 of tribal areas. The Beni Auf are

a secondary group represented in Misuratino by a small group
of sedentary cultivators in the eastern reaches of the Sahel
El-Abamed. The Beni Hilzal agglomeration ie represented more
in Iisuratino then in any other aree of Tripolitania; through
the Riah branch of the Hilel; they occupy the greater part of
Zliten Oasis,; end have kinship fragments settled smongst other
cabila in both Uisurata end Home Oases. The Atbeg line of the
Suleim is found in the Sahel El-Ahamed district, where a semi-
nomadic group, the Sciucr, cleim ownership to & large area of
the littoral steppe.

Areas of Arsb occupation illustreted in Pigure 41 are
purely arbitary,; since the cabila of the coast lands have
considerable Berber blood in their veins in spite of the fact
that this is ignored by the indigenous peoples, who count this
as & mere additive to their basically Arab origine. It
is unlikely that there are any pure Arab gebile existing es
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gn integral unit as there are in Cyrenaics; where the unmixed
§trin is unrivalled in much of the Middle Bast'®>),  Those
tribes of Hdsuratino exhibiting le=zst hybrid in racial origiuns
are these semi-nomadic eabilae of the interior steppe; where
endogamy has prevailed until recent times. The Sciucr of the
Sahel Bl-Ahamed is the only important cabilg which retains
purity of strain in Misuratino.

The trans-Saharan trade in slaves; which continued during
Turkish times has left a pronounced Negroid element in many of
the tribes of Misuratine, especially in the urban and sedentary
ereas of the littoral. Misurata exhibits a large proportien
of Negroid types,; whilst, inland at Tacrga, the central nucleus
of population is constituted by Sudanecse Negroes.

The majority of gabila of Misuratino are a mixture of the
Berber Hamitic and the Arzb Semitic. The Berber legacy nay
be seen only a2 a basic racial subbstratum, eince the language
and the customs associated with the ciulture have been
obliteratéd during the centuries of Arab domination and
assimilation. The features of the porulation having & high
degree of Berber bdlood are a light skin, dechicephalic head
shape and tazll stature, ¢raits which may be seen in the el«Choms-
of Homs, El=Gabalia of the Sahel El«Ahamed and the El-Brahma
of Ziiten Oasis. The tribes of predominantly Arab origin
have darker skins,; longer and more narrow faces, finer lips,
straight prominent noses and are more characteristically
dolicocephelic than the Berber peocples. Negroid features
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may be traced througk the obvious signs of evert lips, wooly
hair. platyrrhire nose znd mesocephalic head Bhape.

This account of race origins, amd, on a local écale
tribal origins; indicates the extent of fiesion and fusion
0f races in dsuratine. To some extent, Figures 41 end 42
have sought to illustrate the zonel distribution of epecific
cultures and ethnic groups, but it should be rememdered that
racial inter~mixture end Arsb cultural dominence have supere
inposed their own pattern on the area.

In Tripolitania, several other social groups exist along~
side the orthodox cabila unit. They are made up of Sceriff,
who came originally from‘Fesg marabouts, who infiltrated from
Sakiet El«Hamra in lorocco, and Cologhli, who are descended
from the Janissaries who entered with the Turks in 1551 AD.

The Sceriff or Sciorfa constitute o religious hierarchy
of the Islamic religion, cleiming direct desceént from the -
Prophet liohammed. Their blood relationship with the prophet
gives them & powerful standing in Moslem society, where they
are looked upon as holy men with divine powers of fore=sight,
whose duty it 1s to cleanse society of its 1lle. The head
of the Sceriff is able to trace his ancestry to Fatma BzeZghra,
the son of the prophet. The Bz«Zahre family fled to Horocco
from lledina after persecution of the group by the Caliphate of
Baghdad. The indigenous tribes of the Ulili area cared for
the refugees; inter-marriage between the Eg-Zghra and the

Aurba Berbers took place and the Seeriff group emerged from the
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line. During the rule of the sen of Fatms Eg-Zahra the centre
of the sect moved to Fez and thereafter the descendents of
Ez=Zahra spread throughout Nerth Africa. Extensive tracts

of land are found under their control in all the oases of
Misuratino (Vide Figure 43).

The maraboutic tribes of Hisuratine are direct or
allegedly direct descendants of the subsidiary Ez-Zahra line.
In some cases, the holy men who founded the marasbout trives
originsted from the Arab university of Cordoba, but, invariably,
claim is made to succession from Eg-Zehra. Infiltration of
marabout holy men into Misuratino begen in the Fourteenth
Century ard continued intermittently for several centuries.
This eastward movement from Algeria, Spain and Tunisia
represanﬁs the normzl flow of holy men towards lecea, the
latest one of which was the pilgrimage of the Sayyid Nuhamuad
Bin Al«Sanusi Al«Hzssand, the Great Sanusi+ The true marabouts
founded their religious devotions upon an escetic life manifest
through existence as hermits. In areas where their teachings
and wey of life made them acceptadle to the local inhabitants,
they settled and founded maraboutic dynasties pledged to the
continusnce and spread of the pure way of lifes

Following in the wake of five centuries of unrest and
invasiony the influence of the Marabout and Sceriff leaders
wae %0 be of great significance. Their work did much to 1ift
- the Berber peoples to a level of equality with the Arad
conquerors, and thus accelerate the process of assimilation

of Berber cultures into the Islamic tradition. Amongst the
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Arab tribes the effects of the teachings of the holy men and
their followers were to be seen in a tendency to sedentarisa-
tion’exhibitea by many seni-nomsdie groups. This is
especially applicable to the Zliten erea, where the majority
of the gabila were subjected to Sceriff and maraboutic
infiltration, and where religiocus tradition became & strong
foxce in tribal political =and social life.

The humsn constituents of the marabout tribes fs a
complex and highly varieble matter. At best they may be
described in group form ae a social agglomerations Depont
and Coppolani offer an interesting susmary upon the make~up |
of the marabout cebila: - 'Danc les endroits deserts ou des
narebouts conduit par le déstin, avaient cesse de vivre et ou
reposaient leur depouilles mortelles; se réunissaient des
trongons ‘epars de tribus, des fractions disloquées par les
evenements, la sussi se refugleient les simples, les deserites,
les fervents, les etranger, les pauvres diables; et, avec le
tenps, de ces @lements si divers, naquirent des veritables
agelomerations wnies par les liens religieux, des tribus
enroblies par iec souffle divin quyée dégageait du tombesu de
leur Seint vénere, dont chacun prétendait descendre, et dont
le non se transmettait a tous de génération® (%4

There is & distinction to be drzwn between those holy
tribes which are descended directly from a Sceriff lineage,
and those which have ne Sceriff affiliations. Of the former
group, the Fuatir of Zliten sre the largest element in
¥isuratino. The Maraboute having ne Sceriff linesge are
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‘represented in lisuratino primely by the Dl=Gehevat of Home
Oasis: Purther maraboutic ramificzaticns in terms of social
grbupﬁngs within the area are the tribes which are desccnded
fron the slaves of the merabouts, of which the Khoddam esce.
Seceebk of Zliten Ozsis, a tributary tribe of the Uled esc+Sceehy
are an example in point. During Purkish times, the marabout
end Sceriff groups were exempt from taxzation and treated with
great respect by the sdministration. This factor again
accounts for the fect that tribes with holy attributes were _
enongst fhe more sedentary elements in the indigencus populetion
et the time of the Italian conquest.,

‘Many of the Jenisssry groups who settled in Tripolitania
%oog the name of marabowt and droppeé their traditional name
Iuldasc, which was reteined by most other Jdenisseries in other
par%s of tke liaghredb..

€f final consideration in this review of racial and social
groups in Misuratino are the Cologhli (cvl-oghii (Turxkish)).
These groups are descendents of a three way mixture of bloods
Janissary, Berber and Christian slaeve. This latter element
entgred through the esctivities of the pirete bands of Tripoli,
who took conpiderable numbers of femalecaptivés during their

raids on ports and shipping in the Fediterranean. There are
strong concentrations of Cologhli in the Sahel El~Ahemed; Zliten
and perticulerly in Misurata Cases (Vide Figure 44). Agostini
recerded the following nunters of Cologhli in the ozses of
Misuratine in 19173~
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AREA TOTAL POFULATION 'CCIOGHLI

-Homs Oasis 8,760 100

Sahel El~Ahamed 15,345 1,488

Zliten Oasis 53,000 - 29700

Uisurata Oasis 34,2@0 16,710

Data: Agostini, Popolazicne della Tripolitaaia, 1917¢(52)
The Cologhli are accepted &s more or less equel membe{§o£

soelety in Hisuratinos They also constitute the major element
in the populaxian which is particularly aﬁenable t0 the dutiesd
of administration, and, since Turkish times, they have formed
the secretarial class in mast areas. In keeping with this
function, the,gg;gggli are often concentrated in énd around
the villages and towns. n

There are strong Jeﬁisﬁ'groups located throughout |
Hisuratino. It has been sgggeéted that the Jewish peoples
found in Tripolitenia ere residual sections of colonies which
existed before the Hilalian invasion®55?, Vhatever theiy
origin, they display cheracteristice closely akin to the Arabe
ised Berbers, with distinctively pale skin pigmentation. Im
economic terms, they tend to be concerned with commerce and
maneyalenéing; foilowing,from this, they exhibit well definé§
concentration in thé towne. Urban life has always been of a
limited nature in Miaurattao; and in consequence, there has
been no separation of Eewe into e hara quarter es there has
been in the more develuped urban unites of the Maghreb. In
the major villagea of Homs, zziten,and ii4dsurate, there tends
to e & marked division between the Moslem and Jewish areas of
settlement, but this has not been marked by any physicsl
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barriers In Homs, for example, the Jews tended to congregate
along the road from the market to the herbour in the houses
that are now oocupiea by the Post Office and 1ocal adninistra«
tion offices (Vide Figure 46 ,
In the Italian censua conducted by Agostini in 193&, éhe'

following yumbers of Jews were recordeds=

Heomo 420 862 (Total District)

Sehel El-Ahamed - -

Zliten 750 781

I{surata 970 1,158

Dates (4) Agostini, Popolazione delle Tripolitania,
1917. (%2) ‘

(ii) Sanderson, Italian Rule in "’ripolitania, |

1947 .(56}

In the years up to 1946, the Jewish commnities in Tripolitania
were comparatively large, especially since they tended to be in
concentrated groups. In 1947+48 the numbers of Jews in
Uisuratino declined rapidly. In the first instance this was

& result of ill~feeling produced by @ leocal conflict between
Jew ané non-Jew following the murder of en Arab by a member of
the Jewish community. Resentment against the Jews was~£anned‘-
by the growing troubles in landate Palestine. During and
after the Palestine war of 1948, the entagonism ageinst the
Jews came to a head in a series of riots. and many Jews left
Libya for Ieraele. The Jewish population of the area was
generally peor, since their lands were limited in extent and

commerce was of 8 parochial nature. It is notes~worthy that all
the poorer elements left for Israel, where they couldﬂfare no
worse than they had dome in Tripolitenim. At present there
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gre no officlal statistice avallable to indicate the exact
nucbers of Jews remaining in the oases of Hisuratino. A
scale of decline mey be taken from the feollowing figures,
extracted from various sources, which illustrate the rate of
the Jewish exodus from Tripolitania as a wholet-

- JEUISH POPULATION IN TRIPOLITANIA

1914 16,000 gAgostini, 1917) (52)
1946 28,000 BaMehe, 1947) 224)
1550 13%,000 (U.Noy 1951) 57)
1954 4,449 (Census of Libya, 1958)

The 4,449 Jews reported in Tripolitania in 19%4 have been
reduced since the Census by migratien to Israel, and the
present day figures would be more accurstely stated in the
region of 4,000. In llisuratino there are only an insignificant
number of Jews left, and of these, the majority are to be found
in Homs and Hisurates, where they have been eble to retain their
finenciael interest in industry. In total, they cannot number
more than 30-40 persons, and this is suggested as a generous
estimate by the provincial esuthoritiecs.

The exodus of Jews from the area was the last of the great
nigrations of population from iisurstine. In its proper
context, the movement may be considered as completely in keepe
Ing with the historiecal pattern which has been traced in earlier
parts of this chapter. It is true that the mass migration of
Jews took place recently after several centuries apparent peace
and order in the territory; and it is again true that the ‘
- movenment involved modern means of transport. But, in many ways;
it sust be aeceptdd as yet another reaction to the push and pull
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mechanism vhich has operzted in the region since historical
times. It also serves the purpose of demonsirating that the
political, social amd religious framecwork of the area is

still in e etate of flux beyond purely parochial terms.

Purther movements of this nature must not be excluded from

the realms of possibility; this discussion of racial, cultural |
and religious affiliations §s ip no way a:final fumnpary upon
the inter-action of fhe commnities of MiéuratinOa Libya

as & whole, and KMisuratino as a part of the political system,
is eaéentially kaleidoscopic in character, and a dis-arrenge-
ment of one or more of the groups in the pattern may well
change the quasiestatie form of society. The 3nxtaeppéition
of an urban and eedgnxary Tripolitania and a pastoral and
nomedic Cyrenaica: of a cosmopolitan and politically comscious
class and & powerfnl'and puritenical gavias of a PaneAred
nationalist movenent, and a traditionally independent tribal
organisation, gives little ground for accepting the status guo

as the final character of Libya.
n%&e in Mdsurstino.
:ino '

——

Housing types in Misuratino exhibit great variety; <they
vary both horizontally from village to tent, and vertically
fron lamdless labourer to trader and administrator. Thise

vertical cleavage is reinforced further by the presence of many
quite distinct racial groups within the area; this is reflected
4n the existence of Turkish houses, Italian farmhouses, modern
Buropesn villas,:all of which are super-imposed upon the Arab
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patteirn of aettlemaa{o

" The census suthorities in ILibye recognise the following
dwvelling house types; villas and apartments; haush; bedawin
tents; shanties; caves and sundry other units of collective
occupation. This official elasssification, whilst basically
sound in ite application to Hisuratino, temds to blurr the
underlying éifferéncee in dwelling types which have been
mentioned in the fore-going paragraph, and dees not satisfact-
orily delimit the bounds of sedentary and pastoral occupance.
Thusy there is no indication in the census report to chow
whether shanties are very poor representations of haush, or,
alternatively, summer residences of the semi<nomads. With
these factors in mind, an enalysis of dwelling types and their
relation to economic and social circumstences obtziing in the !
area will be undertaken. |

The bedewin tent stands a8t one end of the scale of horigont-

al differentiation between economic groups in lisuratino, In
terms of economic oeccupance; the ‘bedawin® reference in this
context pertaing to the estyle of tent and does not imply usage
in the true bedawin pattern such as one finds in Cyrenafca.
It mway be seen from the figures illustrated in the table follow=
ing, that tent dwellings account for signi:icant portions of
indigenous accommodation in all the administrative'diatricte.
with perticularly high returns for Homs District.
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BEDAUIN TENDS « NUNBERS AND FERCENTAGES IN LIISURATINO

DISTRICT NUMBER PERCENTAGE
Home 3424 22.0%
Z21liten 958 9.5%
lisurata 1244 10.3%

'‘Date: Census of Iibya 1958.

Most of the tents of the semi-nomads are of simple desizn,
consisting of a single stretch of felt ecomposition, which is
spread over & number of wooden props. The tents of the Seiuer
of the Sahel EleAhamed are small 3in comparison with the larger
trajitionel tents of the Cyremsican tribes: The radii of the
tents found in Homs DPistrict rarely exceed four or five feet.
The tente assume an ultimate rectangular patiern when they are
pitched end pinned down with limestone boulders. Where scrub
is available; it is normal for rough, thorny branches to be
8cattered about the tent walle to protect the tent cloih from
aninals. The tent may not represent a complete dwelling unit,
since the semi-nomadic tribes are not constantly orn the move,
and are able, therefore, to afford the lukury of more dead
welght than the ¢rue nomadic tribes. One result of this may
be seen in the form of lean-to-annexea of straw, esparto or
wood built ogainst the sides of the tents, These annexes assume:
greater dimensions with longer sojourme in ome locationg the
more frequent the necessity for movement, the less inclination
to construct additional living space, Many of the tribes of
Misuratino, excluding nomadic groups such =8 the lizadan of
Visurata, tend to develop the lattice-work appendasges of the

tents into permanent comstructions.
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Eventually, one or more familles of a. semi-nomadic ecabila
tends to acquire a permanent interest in the oases and thus
relinquishes its economic and material need for tentage. In
nany cases, tentage persists after the economic need for it
bas gone. This is a result partly of high prices for haush,
and partly a result of the fact that the decision to stebilise’
the dwelling place is not @ conscious move. To illustrate
this latter factor, we may quote the case of the Bait Amor
of the En-FNegishat of Homs. During interview, the Shajikh
was eddmant in asserting that he was not a farmer but s keeper
of Herds and a man of the desert. His sons were actively
working the guani of the oasis in the region of Leptis, and
when the Shaikh was asked about this activity, his repliss
made it clear that he regarded cultivation as a temporary
occupation for his family. He wanted to retuxrn to the Ghivla
pastures after he had had time to re-build his stoeck holding.
On the other hand, his sons, who were farming the land, took
the view that they would not leave the casis again unless
compelled %o do s0 by economic difficulties with cultivation.
The significant break is quite forcefully illustrated by the
fact that the Shaikh of the balt still lived in his tents
surrcunded by & large sccumulation ¢f latiice annéxes, whilst
hie sons had built permenent haush on their land. The sons
were convinced that their father would not take to the semi-
nomadic life again. Economic eircumstances had forced him

to become more or less sedentary; nonetheless, in the Shaikh's
nind there remained a degree of resistance tothe change. In
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many ways he typifies the transition stage in the move from the
tents to the tent=-shanty.

The haush is the main unit of sgrerian settlement in
Hisuratinos~-

HAUSH - NULBERS AND PERCENTAGES IN MISURATING

DZSTRIGT WULMBER EEEQENTAsg
Homs 7863 51:5%
21iten 7784 78 0%
lisurata 10212 85.0%

Data: Gensus of ILibya, 1958.

In form it 48 a square building, comprising an outer
section of rooms; which enclose a small central courtyard
(waset elshansh). On some of the older buildings, the cuter
wall ic castellated as a means of defence, and is inveriably
cf double walling. In the iarger.gggggf the entry to the
waset el-haueh is made through the bab (gateway), but in most
of the bufldings the normal Arabic phrese sgifs (corridor) is -
more applicable. . Most haush break down into four lerge rooms
(dar) (Vide Figure 40). The use of yooms is more or less
fized by custen but varies with the number of family groups who
are resident in it:s A wealthy men who owns a complete haush
divides the rooms according to a fixed pattern. In liisaratino
this division 15 as follows: one room for each wife; one room
for reception of guests; one room for the children; if there
is eny spece lef$, a further room will be used for a reeident
worker or domestic servant.

Owners of haush who are not affluent are likely to divide
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off the rooms so that each major room secommodzates one family.
There are cases where this divisicn is earried further, but
this is a diminishing rather than increasing state of affairs.
Pressure wpon rural housing has decreased in Misuratino
corresponding to the dyift of peoples to the large towms
since 19%%. In the larger cities, outside Mlisuratino, overs
crowding of heusk has become a disturbing social esnd sanitary
problem, but this need not concern ue here.

Shanty dwellings have become an importent feature of the
settlement pattern in Tripolitanias In meny ways, they camnot
be considerxred éé a completely modern phencmencn. In esariler
varagraphs of this discussion, it was shown how the emergence
oZ & sedentary class fron the rarks of the semi-nom=ds was
achieved in part by the use of tentage in the cases although
the original purpose of this speclelised construction had gone.
It was also shown that the tentage graduslly ascquired additions

to floor space by the use of small annexes made of light
naterial, which could be woven readily into a lattice-work
wall or roof. The cycle of development arises when the tent
wears out and 4is not replaced and the now sedentary farmer has
no alternative accommodation. The normal effect of this
situation is for the production of a shanty house of lattice~
work supported by wooden poles augmented by mud walls or
pillars. This proeéss of sedentarisation has been im operation
for almost a century, and with 44, the constant presence of the
shanty « the compromise product between the era of pastoralism.
and the bYeginnings of sedentary agriculture.
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in soze of the semi-nomadic cabila of the area, and cne
mey refer here %o the Mharaghna of the Sahel Ele-Ahared, ammual
movenent betweer the oasis and the steppe invokee a response
of two different house types. In the summer, the llharaghna
return to fheir ehantiees which have been left since the previous
year; or, alternatively, build new shanties fortheir-reéidence |
in the oases. During the period vhen most of the tribve is
located in the steppe pastures, tents are used as the otandard
dwelling units. This elso gives support to the suggestion
that the ghanty is not an innovaticn to oasis lifes The
significant features emerging from the use of the shanty are
the rate 2t which it has spreed as 2 dwelling unit, and the
ckange in the moterials that make up the flimsy construction.

In Misuratino the term shanty is epplied to rural dvellings
sited on agricultural land, providing shelter for local ecabila
or their emaller fractions, who are stztioned there either

temporarily, semi-permanently or permapently. The villages

of Misuratino dc not exhibit ehenty development on the
bidanville pattern, which has become so-establighed a part

of the North African scene. In Tripolitania es 8 whole, the
only vidanville development is in the city of Tripoli itcelf,
where the collection of an incipient proletariat with no tribal
roots has been associated with the growth of the c¢ity since
Italiagn times. In the villagee of the oases, there are poor
areas, but in-ell cases the dwellings in these quarters ere
Poor haush, ﬁot shanties.,

Shanties which are occupied on a semi-permsnent of
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permanent basis have taken on new character through a2 change

in the materials used in their construction. In place of the
laboriously woven lattice-work sheets, that were used extensive-
1y for walling and roofing; flattemed petrol tins and packing
¢ases are now in generel use., These constructions are less
picturesque than their predecessors; but, from the practical
point of view, they previde more protection 2geinst rain and
sand: storms.

The numbers of shanties recorded in the cases of
Misuratino and their percentage importance as & dwelling unit
are illustrated by the following figuresi-

SHANTIES - NULBERS AND PERCENTAGES IN HISURATING

DISTRICT NUNMBER PERCENTAGE
Homs 189 1.2
Z1iten 1149 11.5%
Uisurata 477 349%

Data: Census of Lidbya, 1958,

Other classified dwellings which are mainly rural in
distribution are ceves, and *unimproved dwellings' of the
census classificetion. The importance of these dwellings
in the component oases of ldsuratiro is i1llustrated by the
following statiotiests

CAVES -AND IiPROVED PREUISES - NUMBERS IN MISURATIEQ

DISTRICT NUMBER_OF CAVES KNULBER OF INMPROVED PREMISES
Homs 75 15
Zliten 6 5
isurate 6 5

Data: Census of Iibya, 1958.
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Cave dwellings mey be considered as yet another extemnsion
of the shanty in both economic snd social spheres. They
represent 8 transitional stage in the change from pastorzl
to sedentary oecupance. Amongst the Sciuer gabila of the
Sahel and Zliten, cave dwellings in use are not permanently
oceupied by the came family or group of families. They are
utilised, in fact, ss permenent stations for that seguent of
the eabila,  that is left to attend teo cropping in the oases
whilst the group as a whole is engpged in working the semi-
desert land for shifting cultivation and pastures The individ-
ual families in the cabile have no interest in maintaining a
hzush, since the bait responsible for casis cultivaition changes
each year; nonetheless, it 15 useful for the egabila to keep
a cheap and simple habltatiom available in the vicinity of

their oasis possessions. The large number of cave dwellings
reported by the census in Homs District arises froa the fzed
that the District of Homs, opposed to the Oasis of Homs,
includes large areas of the Msellatan gone within its bound-
aries (Vide Pigure 50). In the Msellatan area, the avail-
ability of caves which mey be adapted for human occupaiioa is
e0 great that there is no incentive for the peoples of the zone
to set up either haush or shanties unless they ere resident in
the villages of the Kussabat Plain(zo).‘ The only cave dwelle
ing in Homs Casis is lecated in the Vadi Zennad (Vide Figure 76).

iImproved premises® included in the census are those exe
Inte case colonice that have been réstored to the Libyan
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chefﬁﬁent under the terms of the Itaii;~Libyan Aecords, onud
that hzve been granted to Arsh lessees. The use of ex-
Italian property by Arabs has been confined meinly to the
gemi~-nonads, eince the distribution of the majority of case
colonice in IMisuratino is limited t0 the peripheral steppe,
which falls in large measure under the domain of the semi-
nonadic cabggg. The limadan Cabila of Misurate, for example,
occupy several of the disused gase colonice at Korarin. The
semi-~momads occupy these houses entirely in their own tradition.
Thus, the main body of the faxmhouse is used as a steble for
livestock, whilst the Arab and his family teke up vesidence in
their tent or shanty outside the fzrmhouse iiself. The numberxr
of this type of dwelling is likely to incrcase in the near
future as the effects of the Italio-Libyan Treaty become more
apparent. Further exaninstion of this subject mey be feumnd
later in the thesis (Vide Chapter 6, pp.c68)s

The location of the Itelian private concessions and
denograyhic estates may be seen in Figure 24. Also shovm on
this Pigure is the Arab estate at Wadi Caam. Both the Italian
and Aradb agricultural development schemes utilised a geomedrie
ground-plan, whereby the landsecspe wes divided into a nultitude
of farm plois of equel area. The siting of farmhouses was
dictated entirely by the geometric plan of the estates; each
farm plot earrying a farmhouse. The Enle case colonica was
built to & standard pattern of three rooms, two of which were

bedroons and one & living room-cum-xitchen. Italian farm-

houses are constructed of rough stone and finished with a
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plaster covering. The r»oofs are flat so that they may be used
for water catchment, storage and ripening levels for the
agricultural produce of theo farm.

Shortly before the outbreak of the Second Vorld Var, the
Italian administration began comstruction of a large demo=- |
graphic estate at Eghima, that was intended for the settlement
of Arab soldiers who had served with the Italian Forces.

Ha'mare on the Jefara Plein is an example of a eimilar scheme.
Uith the outbresk of war, the schemo was discontinued and
1little was added to the skeleton of the estate. Of recent
months {Spring 1960), the Libyan Government has begun a project
to resuscitate the fabric, and there is some hopethat the farms
will be occupied within the next year{ Yet a further exsample
of the settlement house is to be found in use on the Vadi Cmam
Settlement. The new Arad farmhouses represent a compronise
between Buropean idess end traditional Arad elements. The
housh form is discarded on Wadi Czam Settlement in favour of a

compact lay-out on the style of the gasa gcolonica of the I‘balian
estates. The interior is Aradb in conception; with the trade
itional features of the haush incorporated within the apparents
1y Buropeanieed exterior. Thus entry is gained through the
8gifa, and the dar are quite separate from each other, Hention
has been made already of the llasdan semi-nomads in relation to
the guse colonice at EKararim estate. The settiement units

used at Wsdi Caanm Settlement exhibit the same lack of biepte
ation to the Araeb cultural pattern , since they lack a waset
el-haush. The Ax?ab owners have compensated for the wvant of a
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waset elwhsush by providing shaﬁty annexes to. the farm hdusés
g0 that their women folk may move about the hamsh without
necessity for the veils It may be expected that the s&&ing
in ground space effected by the adoytiﬁnﬂi Buropeen style
will be recognised es illusiory, and that there will be a
~ future reversion to the paush form with the integral waget el-
(b) ZThe Village |

‘The place of the village in rural seciety is governed by
the fact that it is an alien institution in respect o tribal
organisation, In the first place, the towns amnd villages of
misuratino were developed as militery posts, or, more often, as
centres for administration by occupying powers. A brief
recapitulation of the distribution of the ertisens and their
etinic origins will serve to show the extent to which alien
elements predominate in village life. In-all the villages of
Hisuratino large Cologhld settlements are to be found, ususlly
associated'with,adminiatrative employment. In the pre-1948
eituation, Jews were widely distributed through the villages
of the area. Their interest in esparto grass exgortation from

Homs was one of the major factors behind the development of the
village. At Misurate, the growth of the carpet menufacturing
industry resulted from the twin influencee of the Turkish
occupation and the capital resources of the resident Jdews.
Greek traders and fishermen are semi-permenent features of the
three larger villages - Homs, Zliten and lifeurata. Thus
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village orgenisation is in essence of foreign imposition upon
the area, and & development independent of the tribal structure
of indigenous aociety._p

It 15 likely that the sites of the present villages have
been occupied for several centuries in various forms. ILocal
tradition has it ﬁhat_Homa, Hisurata, and, latery Zliten were
’}1oea1‘colleet&ng centres for the semi-nomadic tribes during
their sumner residence in the oases:. The Arbi cultivators
might have provided & permenent base of population for these
settlement sites. It is certain that the trival segments
vhose origins were mainly Berber <« the Sillin of Home for
example, confined their habitat to the littoral steppe and
were never out of contact with the ocases for long periods. Imn
these eircumstances, it is possible that some modest form of
village life existed in desultery form towards the end of the
peried of Hilalian unrest.

The coming of the Turks brought relative security %o the
towns in which they set up thelr regionsl heade-quarters. Homs,
Zliten and Misurata had importanee as ecentres of Turkish
administration, The presence of the garriscn permitted the
unhindered growth of market functions within the village
boundaries, and annual merketing between the aliens of the
villagee and the nomadic cablie of the steppe interier took oa
a more permanent aspect. At the time of the Purkish occupaw
tion, the countryside had become less disturbed by inter-tribal
warfare and the incursions of the bedawin groups of the Ghibla

were less frequent. Greater peace encouraged the growth of
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local 8suk, p;gﬂapd‘gggg centres in the eases, and to some small
extent in the fi%tOral steppe zone: These sudsibiary cent:gs
differed from the villages in that they were tempbrary,gatpeés\
ing pointe for trade, barter or watering of flocke. The
villages proper tended to be used by tribes with no commen
bond, whilst the smaller centres were used as internal meeting
points for individual tribes or other unitary groups. The
temporary nature of the bir and suk of the Arab economic and
sdci?l organisation dictated thet there was mo real community
development around the centre. Bir Dufen, for example, still
used on occasions by the Orfella and Zliten gabils; has only
one hauth at the present day, and this of recent origin.

Suk Ble<Khemis and Suk Bl«Giuma represent Arsb centres
vhich grew beyond the bounds of temporary occupation. Both
function as markets without further community development.
Exchange without manufacture hes meant absolute specialisation
of function to the exclusion of further development. The
pattern of Suk Ele«Khemis in the Sahel El~Ahemed may be -
represented by two lines of shops facing onto the main read.
Beyond the shops and the minor officiel buildings, there is
nothing but the patchwork of guani (Vide Pigure 45).

The significant features of the urban geography of Homs
may be seen illustrated in Pigure 46. H.5. Cowper reported
in 1897; “Khoms is & tiny resort of modern growth owing its
origine and present'exiatence te the esparto trade.“(se).

This is raher an over-estimate of the influence of the esparto
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trade on %hefdevelopment of Homs, but shows the limited extent
of growth in the village before its arrival. 1In fact, Homs
had been used by the Turks as an administrative centre since
their occupation of the country, and especially after the fall
of the Earamali Dynasty. In meny ways; the village functioned
about the house of the administrator and the gquarters of his
troops until the arrival of British interest in the ¢ésparto
grass reserves of the interior wadi basins. Exploitztion of
esparto grass imposed & new phase of development upbn the
administrative end trading functions of the village. The
esparto trade begen in Homs in 1873, and in the yesr of Cowperts
visit; he describes the changes apparent since that timess
"Although in the rear (of the village) lie the usual squalid
Arad huts, the chief features of the town are one or two wide
streets, in which are the residences of the halfa (esparto)
industries, the Turkish officials and the telegraph company .
The large barracks; the light house and the halfa yards all
help to add a feeling of life and industry.® liost of these |
developments referred to by Cowper were located in the strect
marked from the main through road, running to the harbour, where
both Turkich end Jewish communities were settled. Cowper's
remarks make it clesr that the Arab quarter of the village
renained as a separate entity, with the suk and artisan element
existing as socially and econcmically isolated units.

The Italian occupation brought radical changes in the
social framework of the village of Homs, and brought in ite
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train much constructional development. MNost of the buildings
appeering in Plgure 46 are to be dated to the Italian.peried.
The old Arab quarter wes swept sway by modern development,

end re-housed along the line of the main road. laterial B
change which resulted from the arrival of the Italians became
evident particularly after the second Italio-Sanusi Var, and
réached a peak in the period of intensive colonisation in the
liate thirties. Correspondingly, social and economic develop-
ment took place during the same period and at the same rate.

. In the following section of this chapter, snalyeis is
maﬁé‘af the Italien influence upon the indigencus social
structure. Here, we have mentioned only those influences
in the Itzlien penetration of Arab society, that had their
effects in village life in Misuratino.

Z2liten emerged as a village unit at much the same time
as Homs. Beginning as a convenient meeting place for gabila
in the area, it later took on & more permanent form &s a
trading point. Zliten was not a foreign creation in the style
of Homs., The penetration of the oases by the Sceriff and
marabout sects led to an earlier amenability to sedentarise
around the mosques and the gavia in the village. Administrae
tion was carried on from the village during Turkish times, tut
it was regarded as a sﬁbsidia;y centre to Homs. There were
no Turkish barracks at Ziiten, and the development of the
viliage was confined to the construction of houses for Turkieh
offieiala and the Telegraph Company. Indigenous activity
centred around the religious institutions and the small sul,
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where local exchange and barter was conducted. Alien
conmunities in the village accounted for a large praportien :
of the population} the Jews made up a trading and.artisan
class in the area north of the village ceatres Greek fisher-
méﬁ and other minor traders represented a floating pdpulation
of varyiag numbers.

Italian influence bad 2 major effect upon the development
of the village, but Zliten was passed over as an administrative
centre; since Misurata offered @ better geographical position
for control over the Orfella districts of the south. It may |
be seen from Pigure 47 that Itelian buildings in the village
are limited to those needed for local government. The fact
that the Italian barracks are situated outside the village
tends 10 minimise the dimensions of the groeund plan as against
similay diegrammatic representation of Homs and lisurata.
Z21liten Harina, situated some fivekilometres %o the north is
entirely an Italian development intended %o tap the tunny f£ish
resources of the seaboard. Zliten Harine is still in use,
but-the epread of buildings reflectsa rather the military
installations thean true imdustrial premises.

At the present day, Zliten is the most Arab of the coastal

villages with a greater proportion of indigenous coastructions
than sny of the other settlements. The presence of the
mosques; the marabout tombe and the gavia have helped to give
the village a genuine Aradb character. The poverty and the
basgie under-development of the surrounding;easis tend to retard
" the growth of Zliten to the extent that it exhibits a static




tﬁﬁal of population and a correspondingly high rate of
permenent emigration. As a social and economic unit, it
represents the past rather than the future.

[Hisurnotas has more obseure origins than either of the
preceding villages. There are many divergent legends concerne
ing the beginnings of the town on its present site. ™o of
these deserve some attentions One strong possibvility is
that during the first Turkish occupation of the country, sliave
trading across the Saharan routes was a profitable pursuit
followed by the traders end the caravaners of the coastal
districts. One of the largest terminals for the trans-Ssharan
trade wes llisurate, which was the most secessible port and
market for routes via Sebha, Hon and Suk El-Gemal. HMisurata
enjoyed adventage over Tripoli, since the hold of the Turkish
administration in the cepital was stronger then in Nisuratas
tazatior in Uisurata wes therefore less cncrous and sttractive
to foreigﬁ traders who bought sleves at the ceast. Iarge
nﬁmbers of Jews, Maltese, =nd Dernas people gathered in
Misurata to supervise the tuying and transportation of slaves
efter their arrivel from the Sudan. The presence of aliens
with capital for investment stimulated the growth of small but
importent industries, and especially the growth of carpet making
in the village, ‘

A second tradition has it that the HMisuratens tended to
turn to trading and other activities after their rights to the
Sirtican pestures had been successfully challenged by the Orfella
and Tarbuna groups. HMost of the so-called trading activity was




SHOVHL ~~ $IIVM ALID — sa3aiony -
savod = ¥ILYVND A ¢
MAS-s  NVIIVLI-X3 ) 5
¥ILYVNO HSINHNNL-XI -3 SY3L¥VNO Y <z,_z.z - 170d 141
¥MIALYVYND HSIMIr- r gvuv

VNIYVN VIiVHNSIW

NOILVYdNDD0O 40 SHILYVNOD — VIVHNSIN 40O ALITVAIDINNW

48

Figure




- 258

concerned with protection of caravans through their territory.
Success in this figld eventually led the cabila groups to
cxtend their protection to the coastal settlements. Far from
discouraging trade, the protection of caravan routes by the
Uisuratans stimilated commercial activity in the region.

There were only eight large groupe in the area extending along
the west of the Gulf of Sirte, all working in reasonable
harmony, hence it was an eagy matter for traders %o coms to a
working arrangement with them. Other routes to the coast
shared a common disadvantage; the territory through which they
passed was inhabited by a multitude of tribes and tribel
fractions of unecertain allegiance, where security of transit
could not be assured. In the Micurata region; 211 caravans
arrived at their destinations and the trading poste were safe,
since the cabila were &8 relimnt upon trade as the merchants.

Ve may aessume that both legends hold some truth and are
not mutually exclusive.

After a long period of deeline following upon the cessation
of the trans-Saharan slave trade, !llisurata expanded during the
era of Itzlian occupation. The town was well situzted for the
purpose of ‘administering the Eastern province of Tripolitanis,
which extended south to include lerge arees of the inner steppe
lands (Vide Pigure 49). To cater for the needs of the civil
and military sdministration, a new tovm was built alongside the
01ld viliage amd contiguous with it on the west and south (Vide
Pigure 48). The new town received fresh impetus after 19637
when the ggricultural estates of Crispi (Tummins), Garibaldi
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(Defnia) and Gioda (Kerarim) were developed. Corresponding
with the construction of the estates, some small scale
industriel establishments were opened in the town to anticipate
the production from the land. Civil amenities, including.
cafes, cinemas and advenced education facilities were also
bullt during thie later phase of colenial adminﬁstration.;‘

-Misurata Morina, intended as an cut-port for the parent
tovn, was part of the development plen for the area. To some
extent, the harbour had military importence. The period of
Aradb unrest during the Pirst World Var indicated thet the only |
real hold of the adminis tration ir times of weakness was through |
the ports: licurats Merira; in commor with other harbour works
in Misuratino, wes intended =8 & military steging port s well
es an outlet for the interior.

Itelian development activity impinged breadly upon Arab ,
economic life, since the labour demend by the adminis tration
could not be met from the metropolitan country <« and in the
first place was not intended to be met from this source. ¥ith
the growth of public utilities, recruitment of Arabs for the
Italian forbes, and development of large agricultural estetes,
the indigenous peoples were incressingly attracted to the urbsan
units as represented in Misuratino. High wages and c¢ivil

smenities available in the villages converted many Arzbs from
their traditional dislike of town life. VWith this critical

change in attitude, Arabs became 1mportant.elements in village
life. In the initisl stages of tronsition,; participation in
village labour and industry was obscured by the fact that most
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of thé Arabs retained their links with the cebila orgenisstion
and retained their interests in land. BEven people who became
traders and administrators tended to keep their agricultursl
holdings. Purthermore, Itulian interest in village life until
1950-55 tended to obscure the relative importance of indigencus
peoples in urban units. Recently, the full exient of the
trans=migration of Arab soecial attitude and economic pre=
occupation from the farm to the tovn has been rezlised in
mumerical and financial terms. Since 1951, local government
by the Arabs, and the decline in the influence of alien commun=
ities; Italians 1945 et seq; Jews 19483 British 19513 has
brought about the final treaasformation of the villages indo
true indigenous units.

(6) Tribal Orgenisation jin Misuratino.

The organisatiocn of the ggbilavof iisuratino to a large
extent is 2 legacy of the deys when all the tribes were nomadic
in nature. Basically, the socisl siructure is egalitarian,
paternalist and founded upcen family affiliation. In loeal
terms, administration is carried out through chaanels which have
existed since the tribes first came to the areca: Sedentarisa-

tion bas meant a change in function for some of the cabila
officers, and a broadening of function for others, but very few
positions have been removed completely.

The first major division of Misuratino into districts is a
rélatively new one dating back to the time of the Turkish
occupation, when administration was achieved through local érea
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~commanders:, Under the Italian regime, Tripolitania was
‘divided into two Prefectures based on Tripoli and liisurats,
with & sube=division of each Prefecture into DPistricts. There
were 21 Districts maintained during the Italian administration,
of which three were in IXdsuratino: - Homs, Zliten and lliisurata.
Figure 49 shows the extent of the District areas. Under
present conditions, most of the alien staff of the local
administration, who were left over from the Italian and British
lilitary Administrations, have been replaced by Libyans. Thus;
Libyans are now to be found heading all sections of local
government.

The following table shows the orgenisation of local govern-
ment at District level and belows=-

Unit of Orgenisation Official

Mu&gagrif
haikh

Within Hisuratino the territorial division of Districts
and mudiriyat is as follows, and as illustrated in Figure S0t~

Homs District Zliten District Migurata Distrigs
Mugiriyat El-Choms Mudiriyat El-ﬁaas Mudirizat El-lfagui
Suk El-Khemis tir I-Zarrugh
e Gasr Khiayx “ El-Gluma %g
a Shogran aorgae
" BEl«Kussabat

o El-Amamra

Pistrict headqﬁarters are situated in the three respective
villages of Homs, Zliten and lMisurata, where the Ilutaserif is
resident. The office of liutaserif is filled by the Provinclal

Government without reference to the local area to which he is
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appointed.. In most cases, the mnxaser;g holds final suthority
over every aspect of adninistratién within his district,
‘although representctions on behalf of emaller units delow

are frequently taken into accounts In essence, the appoint- .
ment of Mutaserif ies as much political as administrative sirce
it 18 general for the nominee to be & close supporter of the
present regime.

Pollowing the Pistrict unit, the political and official
orgenisation breaks down to 2 more parochial division « the
mudiriyat: The Hudir acts &s a local advisor and administrator
on behalf of the lutaserif to whom he is directly responsible.
Thefe is some tendency %o accept local opinion as a guide to
the populerity or socisl stending of any prospective Mudir, but
as wvith the Hutaserif, the candidate stands as much on his
political blas as on his merits as an administrator. Libya
is a quasi-democracy headed by a king who is more in the
tradition of the old Areb Shaikh than in the Europesn formalism
of constitutional menarch. . In consequenee, adiministrative
poste tend te be filled by people who are to all intents and

purposes cllients of the monarchy. This conclusion is neither

an attenmpt to criticise nor to condone this state of affairs.
It should be pointed out that the system of persanal nomination
to postes in local government is quite in keeping with Arsd
tradition and is accepted by most of the peasants as being the
correct and normal procedure. Only the younger people, who
have been educated outeide the confines of the gudirivat gre
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“eritical of the systen.

Both the gutaserifys end the mudiriyat are impositions of
the Central Government upon the tribal organisation. In many
ways; the former are made to fit with the latter. Thus, 2
mudiriyat consists of a number of integral cabila, and the
District pattern takes its delimitation from the same scurce.
The cabila enclosed within the confines of any gudiriyat or
matasexrifya do not necessarily have any other unifying bond
apart from dependence upon the central office. In many cases,
the governmental pattern is tzken frem the tradition of the
Ottonan edrninistrative areas, which itself arose merely through
the availability of villages where defence and administration
could be centralised safely.

Tribal organisation, as distinct from governmental
administration, functions along the broad lines which have been
left a3 a legacy from the era when the tribes were nomadic in

charzcters-

Unit Officer

Cabila Shaikh

Fakad Shaikh

Iahma Shaikh

AiTet Senior male member
Bait Senior male member
Fanily Senior male member

The preceding table gives the direct line of group ieaders
and their respective units of representation. The term Shaikh
has been used in the cases of the larger umits, whilst senior
member has been used to show leadership of the more intimately
related family sections. In fact, some cabile use the title




Shaikh for all group leaders, but this is canfusing, especially
since the breek-up of the lower groups is temding to de=value
the €erm cn this level. There are baii groups in the Homs
arca, for example, which have been reduced to a mere shadow of
their former strength, and now represent little more than a
family zroup of the lower order on the preceding table. In
these circumstances, the *senior member* gilves a better
impression of the scale of orgzemisation than the "Shaikh®.

The universal group in the tribal system ie the dait.:
This consists of an extended family, which may include as meny
as four or five generations within its orzsnisation. All the
fanllies claim direct descent from 2 single ancestor, who, in
turn, was a descendant of {he original founder of the tribe.
It is a patriarchal organisation, where the eldest or most
influential male is invected with supreme authority in conduct~
ing 211 affalirs which relate to other bait groups in the eabila.
The constituent groups of the beit are completely independent
of the senior male member of the basit in all affaim which
relate solely to their personal or family organisation. This
enaller unit, the jJoint family, is more characteristic of the
semi«nomadic tribes than of the coastal tribes. In the oases,
the wealth of the individual and other culturzl factors which
have been discussed earliier, give greater economic independence
to the individual and discoursge the family system. In the
En~Negighat of mudirivat Homs, for exsmple, there are very few
haueghold units which comprise more than twe families. Amongst

the poorest of farmers in the cabila, there are several house=-




held groups of three of four families, which represent the
Joint family system 28 it hoe been described previously, but
these are limited in number to some sixteen households. In
the seni-nomadic cabilae, and the cabi;g containing large
elenents of semi-nomads, the joint femily system is more
evident.

As in the belt angenisation, . the joint family system is a
kind of patriarchal structure; where the senior male is para-
mount in the conduct of family affairs. In some respects, the
Joint family group differs in cssentiale from the bait. In the
family group, the senior fensle member , the wife or mother of
the male head, has authority in matters of internal household

nanagement, and in some of the nore sedentary csbila of Berbder
origin, as for instance in the cese of the Sillin of Homs,

often hes considerable influence in general family matters.

The earnings of all members flow into the common pool, on which
drafte to meet the meeds of all are regulated by the family

head; each earns according to his capacity; and receives accorde
ing to Hs needs. The joint femily system bhas several advant=
agesy; 1t takes the place of national social 1nsurancevand
guarantees a living te all its membders. At its best it makes

possible the most economical use of the family resdﬁrces and
obviatés the worst consequences of fragmentation of agricultural
holdings, On the other hand, the joint family system tends to
discourage individuality end enterprise, especially vhere it is
run in asscciation with minifundis farming aganisetion. In
‘this context it io worthy of note, that the canservétive.
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traditional e¢abila retaoin the system, whereas wnits at a more
advenced state of economie growth have discarded it.

The joint family groups form part of the larger bait
groups; whiech,; in turn, are components of the larger divieion
of tribal organisation. The ailet section of the cabila is the
primary division of the lineage from the true common ancestry.
Formally this lineage is taken from the first generstion of
sons of the common ancestor, and the ailet teke their names
from these sons unless some formal denominaticn is chosen.
Evans~Pritchard suggests thet ailet names were frequently the
nickenames of the battle names of the sons cf the common
ancestor (53). The following table indicates the ailet
divisions in the Ulad Iahia cabila of Zliten district.

BENI SULBINM

- . ——p
Ulad Debbadb Beni Auf
L . l .
Ulad  Bemi Ulad Salem Ulad Salem
Ahamed Giaber '
1-Alauns Uled EleAhemed El-Amaim Bemi Beni Ulad Sinsn
Herzuch | Galbun lfualle Ben Otman
Epe  Fle Uled Iahia El- Ulad Ahamed
Yasciauna Gedeiat f Grenna
El-Amarat Ulad El-Asued Ulah Iahia
_— S e i .
3~ El- Adle: Ese- Adlet Ben El=
%‘egbat Zusceria Trench §§1§§ggg, Maatamed Heciadst

Ailet Ben Giaballa Ailet Ben Isa

Adlet uwnderlined in- ﬁgpe. Dats from Agostini (52)

Whereas the gilet branches of the cabila may be regarded as full

and true branches of one common seed, the larger lahma and

cablla units ere less reliadbly so, usually being made up of
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several branches of devious origin. In the oasis ereas, there
has been a strong tendency towards the grouping of peoples into
social aggregates which have assumed the status of cabila or
;gggg_with\no.apparent reference t0 pure ancestry. The tende
ency has been facilitated by the fact that blood rslationship
may be superseded by spurious affiliatien during times of trouble
or needy 8o that a group of indeterminate ancestry nay be
assimilated into a larger unit end accept the traditions of
the stronger group as itz owm. In the example quoted previcusly
(Ulad Iahia), the tribdal units and lahma units show more ethnic
homggeneity than the norm for Liisuratino as a whole.

 ﬁere typical of the social aggregates which make up the
bulk of the tribes of lisuratino, where there is & distinct
break of ancestry between the cabile-lbhma end bait groups, is

the~caee of cabila El~-Choms:~

Cadila Primary Lahma Harabtin Lahms
Elaehoms El«Gaerat El«Giabarne
Ulad Agial El-Hebseia
Ese=Sceredat Et-Tura
El«Frud El=-Guggin
El-Hadadna Ulad Exbarech
Bl=GCodga Et-Tumledb
El-llagiarscia
Es«Suaber
ez=Ziadat
Egc-Sciuaigh
Al=Asbas
El=Fundel
Bl<sGfof
Es-Suauda
Esc~Scierfa

Ailet Amor Family Iunes

Eahanna
Esc~Scelm
N.Bs - The llarabtin lahma are those which have been absorbed by
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the cébila originally as clients and now as équals. The
distinction between the primery (Sa’ade) lahma and the tribut-
ary (liarabtin) lshms haes been blurred in the social structure of
the ozses. Por the full account of the relative positions of
the two cabils segments vide (53).

In the gabila El-Choms, the lahma greups shown above have
no genpine clzain to common ancestry. In the first place, there
are six large appendage groups which sre sufficiently independ~
ent still to be recognised in local attitude as non~¢abila in -
the full sense. Of the other primary léhma, there is little
recognition of commen ancestry except in the gense that their
traditions have e mutual areal base in and around the Homs area.
Within the framework of the lahma organisation there are again
discernable tendencies for there to be several gilet not claiming
complete common ancestry with the rest of the group. Thus, the
Adla Amor (indicated in the preceding table as a subesgroup of
the En«legiahat) have a division ¢f ancestry between their main
lahma the En-Hegiabat and their sister aila in the Suss area of
Cyrenaica., Naturally, they look more to their zaila group as
their unit of recognition and greztest affinity rather than to
the larger, more amorphous lahma aggregate. As economic units,
therefore; tribes such as the ElsChoms tend to be exceedingly
decentralised, and the tyue working and sconomic entity is the

The social position of the Shalkhs has been referred to
already, and i% will be of value tc supplement this survey of
trivel organisation by some veference to the Shaikhs. Each
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section of the trive, i.e. gabila, lahna sila and bail, all

have Shaikhs at their head. DBach Shaikh has the power %o
conduct the affairs of the section to which he is elecied ox
which he succeeds %0, in relation to similar groups. Thus

the lehma Shaikh deais solely with affaire relevant to the lahma
as it is affected by outside groups =~ mainly other lahms in the
same cabila. As fay as internal organisation goes, the Shaikh
has exceedingly limited functioms. During the pericd when the |
trives were nomadic or semi-nomedic in nature, the Shaikh took
responeibility for convening the meetings of elders where
decision was made concerning the %tiwes and lines of movement

of the flocks and the distribution of land. The quintessence -
of the Shaikhly position was the role of advisor, & 'constits
utional® president of position rether them functiom. His
responsibilities were sharply defined by the semi~-autonomous
powers of the smaller groups below and the larger group above.

In times of war or unrest, the Shaikh wes appointed military
leader, ané it was during such times that he assumed greatest
influence, although, in theory, es military leader his duties
were limitéd to mertial matters and did not extend into the

civil field. In fact, many of the strong Shaikhs were able %o
take advantage of military emergencies to ass@me greater
euthority over the tribal groups tham their normel position
allowsd, Examples of the rise of Shaikhs to supreme authority
in the !iiddle Fast are masmy in number, the principle ones being -
the Khan Dynasty and the Hashemite line, In Msurstino, there
have been no cases of the up=-rising of a powerful Shaikh to a
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pre-cminence throughout the region, although many individual
Shaikhs from the Misurata area distinguished themselves during
the Italib-Sannsi Var (e.g. Ranadan El=-Shatawl).

The defined duties of the Shaikhs in terms of their
responsibility on behalf of the tribal section are genersally -
provision of shelter to travellers and the distribution of aid
to any of the group members who may be in difficulties. Genexr-
ally, the Shaikhs were allowed 8 greater proportion of land
then other tribal membere to compensate for responsibilities
undertaken for the section, but it was still expected that the
wealth of the Shaikh would be availsble to all. During Turkish
times, the Shaikhs were held responsible for the collection of
taxes and in some cases astuaslly became paid Turkish officisals.
This practice was more wide-spread amonget the sedentary cabila
than the semi«nomadic groups, and was not well received by most
members of the tribes. Ae a technigue of local control, the
system did not survive for very long.

Iater in this chapter, it will be shown how the position of
the Shaikhs was de-valued by the Italian edministration as a
deliberate policy. At the present time, the position of the
Shaikhs is most tenuous, since the social structure which gave
rise to and supported them hes been eroded away gradually in the
face of Italian influence and the #ecent socizl and economic
revolution within the oases.

0f f£inal considerztion im this evsluation of tribal orgenisa-
tion, account must be taken of the secondary dignitaries and
officials who go to make up the temporal and ecclesiastical
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hierarchy. In the bedawin tribes of Cyreneica, the Shaikhs
tended to be invested with both religious and civil authority,
especially when the Sanusi Order spread through the province.
Islam was more em adjunct of urban Arad life than a part of
the tribal structure as sueh(ss). Since most of the tribes of
Mieuratino are in fact sedentary, some of the religious
institutions which one normelly associates with village and
town life are reproduced in the guk and gasy centres. In each
of the oasis villeges of lMisuratino, including Homs, Zliten,
Suk El-Giume and Misurate there are mosques maintained by Imanm,
who have considerable authority in all matters relating to the
zavia and to other nonetemporal affairs.

In the three main oasis villages, where the division of
population is ascessed on the basis of the urban unit rather
than the tribsl unit, each quarter appoints e Euchtar El-Hahlbd.
The function of this unpaid officer is to act as advisor to the
people in matters relating to their personal difficulties. The
position may not strictly be related to the position of
omsburdsman, but there is much of this personal aid and advice
service rendered by the Muchtsr. FPor example, should cne of the
menbers of the quarter be short of food or other basic needs of

sustenance; then he appeals to the uchtar, who in turn advises

where the necessary meteriels may be obtained in his quarter or
cabila. Thus he acts as a central focus for the charity amd
alms giving which is necessary in the urban unit, where the
tribal protection and social security do not operate.

Two further appointments are of interest; i.e., the
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Kﬂimakaﬁ;»and the Mudir El-Mal, The formerf§ffieial is appoint-
ed by the Commissioner Ceneral of the Province to act as a sec-
ond in command to the Mutaserif, to whom he acts as advisor and
substitute in the case of his absence. In some of the larger
mataserifya of Tripolitania the area is divided into segments,
each including a smell group of mudiriyat. To each of the
sub-divisions is given the title kaimakamerya, and the Kaimakam
himself administers the area. The Mudir Eleiizl, as with the
Eainskam, is 8 poet left from the days of Turkish administration.
The post is parte-time and operates only in the period of tax

assessment before the harvest. In Turkish days, the post was
permanent and highly paid, since the coverage of responsibility
extended to 81l fiscal matters affecting the muteserifya. The
status of the Imdir El-ilal has declined since that time, and the
post is regarded as non-official. His main functions are
concerned directly with tax gathering in the district of appoint+
ment, and especlally with the assessment and collection of the
agricultural taxes and tythes.

(D

The firet stages of transition which are discernible in

&

isurafino are those affecting the greéater tendency of the‘tribea
to change from pastoral to sedentsry occupanece. Beginning
during the rule of the Karamanlis, and gaining grester held
during the succeeding administration of the Ottomans, general
law and ordey spread to include all of the coastal snd littoral
steppg areas. The ineidious influence of this long period of

;
4
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- peace’ encouraged the development of the sgdentary oases.

The construction of fixzed installations in the oasis areas
1g the‘ipdex of the changing gravitation towsrde gedentarise-
tion: In the first phase of activity in the oases, much of
the éunatructian was done on communal financing for communal
benefit. This merely represents 8 hang~over effect from the
treditional method of semi-nomedic existence. Iater, small
property investments by individuals began to take on more
importances Turkish attempts to implement their texation laws
upon the inhabitants of the region were a retarding inflnence
in respect to the investment rate by the Arabs in 'the oasis
areas. Turkish interference in the sedentary areas under their
control inveriably coused a teémporaxy cessation in the develop-
' pment activitye Over long periods, the adainistrative short-
conings of the Ottoman Government allowed 8 net gain in the sum
of fixed installations in the oases.

Attention turned from precccupation with stock to cultive-
tiori of crops for several reasons. In the previous diseusaion
of the environment of Misuratino apd in the descriptions of the
cultures which existed before the Hilslian invasion; it was
pointed out that the oasis areas and the better watered wvadi
depressions offered scope for sedentary agriculture. The
Berbers had been able to develop the aree under & system of
sedentary agrieulture without the aid of great technical
accomplishment. North Africz in its littoral reaches offers
an environment which allows cultivation of a great range of
crops with the application of simple techniques, ard a minimum

[« R ) _
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of caepital. Thus from first principles,the rove to agriculture
vas always within enviranmﬂntai possibility.

Buring the long dravm out phase of Arabd invasions of Libya,
Cyrenaica acted s a8 transit zone,; with the &isplacement of each
tribval aggregate which took over the area by the succeeding
tribe moving in from the east. Once the Beni Sulein were
estebliched there in strength, and were able to resist the
pressure from the emsty they were left in seole otcupances As
a race and culture they were relatively purely cast. The
tribal strength of Cyrensica end the lack of alternative
economic atiraction has thus maintained the soeial siructure
of Cyrenaica in an wnchanged form right through to the present
day. In Tripolitania, differemnt factors operated vhich pre~
cluded this unimpaived survival of the nomedic sociel unit.

Tripolitania acted as a vesidue gone for the tribes which
were pushed from Cyrenaiea during the phases of conguest and
cccupation from the east. Purthermore, the area had a resilis
ent indigencuspopulation whose numbers remaimed substantiel in
spite of ithe protracted warfare against the Arabs. The result
of this inter-mixture of incoming Arab stocks amonget themselves
and with the Berber peoples necessarily implied the evoiution
of a composite raoce in Tripolitanie. Thus absolite cultural
standards of Arab economy and society became modified. The
tribes of Cyrenmica transferred their cultural framework from
the Nadj to the Western Desert as an intact whole. In essence
their movenent was & change which involved only geographical
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locaticn. . The Tyipolitanisn tribes on the other hand ended
their wandering as a8 modified racial and eultursl agglomerate

in the framework of which were the seeds of economic changes
During the period of unrest before the Turkish occupation,
demands of warfare and the constant 1pflux of tribal. fragments
from the east gave litile scope for development outside the
confines of semi-nomadisnm. Iater, the delsyed move to the oases
beganr slowlys

Along the coast,; palm trees and cereals flourished with
very little nceceesity for careful husbandry. Vaterwas accesse
ible in the springs and wells flowing from the phreatic water
table., To a primitive society, the cases had a strong attract-
ion for their own ecoromiec merits. Thus, the fruitfulness of
the oaees, end the relieble supplies of food-stuffs for man and
beast which were evailable fran them may be counted as a factor
of great significance in evaluating the "pull® of the cases on
the tribes of the littoral.

It would be imcomplete to end this emnalysis of conditions in
dsuratino which gave rise to the accumulated force behind the
move to sedentarisation, without mentioning the *push® effect
from the desert end semi-desert. Times of drought create the

|

greatest population pressure in the desert and peripheral zones.
Survivel in these times means @ccess 4o some permenent water
sourcey which in Hisuratinoe is aveileble enly in the oasis zone.
Depletion of stock during these ties of poor rains takes an
immense toll of the animals to the extent that regeneration
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tekes several years, Clarke estimated that the Tunisian nemads
take as long as 8ix or more years to rebulld their flocke after
severe drought years(sg). Once the semi-nomad of kiisuratine
was settled in the oasis during the period of e drought, it wes
1ikely that he would be compelled te remain there for s time
dependent upon the rate of growth of his herds In the case of
the Bait Iunes of Leptis guoted in the section (5) 4t has dbeen
shown: how temporary eojourn tended %o become pernsment oceupae
tion.

In agricultural terms; increasing sedentarisation entailed
more concern with the cultivation of crops which required pro-
longed attention. Simple cereal husbandry was not dropped
altogether, dut it was relegated in importancegin terms of area,
it was allocated to the littoral steppe zone; economically it
was subsidiary to the casis culture. Cultivation in the casés
with a lerge range of crops demanded that the farmers spent a
majority of their time in the 1ittoral zone and were free from
the necessity of seasoneal mévem&nti Hence as soon as a tribe
or group adopted eropping beyond traditiomal cereal cultivation,
economic control came from the ovasis not from the steppes

It was inevitable that eome legacies would be carried over
from one economie regime to thenext, For some while, the
annual division of lands applied to the oases just as much as
to the steppe. Traditionally, the Shaikhs divided out the
lands between the subegroups of the cabila, granting cach a
section of the lend use types. Ulitimately, ecach farming unit
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received a section of each type of land, e.g. 2 section of land
for cereal cultivation, end some waste lemnd for grazing of
-flocks. This traditionel system of land division hsd several
obvious disadvantages, the main ore of whick wae that snnual
ckenge of ownership of any given plece of land discouraged
individual efforits at improvement. Thilst insecurity prevailed
in the area, the difficulties assoeiated with communal land
holding were not apprecicted, since there was no motive to
invest time and labour in projects which were subject to
destruction and seigure. Comrunal construction of vells and
nminor works wes less objecticnable on this scere, since the
destruction of these works could be made geood by the cabila es
& whole. |

Turing the extended period of peace which lasted through
the era of Turkish administration, there wes some tendency to
treat oasis lands as privete in the sense that such land was
roarely partitioned each year amongst the bait and smaller groups.
Each bailt tended to gravitate to one area, where the domains
were farmed under the joint femily syetem, which we have
@described eariier. Turkish interference in the agricultural
life of the area was limited t6 periodic attempts to exact
tazxation from the tribes; Dait cultivation of the lands
precluded the effective operation of these attempts. Turkish
attempts to effect the transfer of lands from common to private
mulk hed 1ittle success in Misuratine, and it was not until the
close of the Nineteenth Century thaet lega) registration of
property was begun.
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The gradual growth of interest in the oases through the
centuries of the Turkish edmimistration culminzted ir the transe
fer of land from common to private pulk. Correspondingly, +the
unit of economic enterprise changed from the bali to the single
fanily group. The construction of installations beczme the
responsibility of the individual farmers as claims upon commmmal
facilities out~stripped the capital and organisetion of the
conmunal grouping. Civil oxder removed the risks from private
investment in f£ixed assets, hence the expansion of agricultural
fmprovement in the later years of the last century was accom~
plished largely by the use of private capital.

The gradual nature of transitior from the larger to the
snaller units of economie life left the social structure unim-
paired. The trivel structure of the ocases retained the same
institution and mores that had operated in the semi-nomadic,
pastoral econonmy of the interior. Society in the oases was
parochial in cheracter and imposed few demends upcn the originel
social organisation; hence the troasd structure of the cabila
passed from the steppe to the oases: The rate snd direction
of indigenous eeonomic growth wndervent considerable charnge in
the period of Italien colomial rule; in the following section
we shall analyse the impact of the Italien occupzation of
Eisuratine in respect to social and economiec organisation in
the indigenous sector.

(8) Italian Colonia) Policy and Tribsl Disintegration.

The first tangible signs of trihal disintegration msy be

conveniently dated to the time of the transference of land from
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common mulk to private mulk ownership. It bhas been shown in
the preceding section of the chapter that this change in the
patiern of land holding was the culmiration of the intermal
forces gencerated during the Turkisb adminictration. To undere
staud the present position of the tribal structure in its social
and economie aspects, it will be necessgry to exanine the
effects of Italian rule in Tripolitania.
. The Itelian era may be &ivided satisfactorily into three
eritical pheases, each of which exhibit a different character
to the relations between Italian and ILibyan. The following
table gives the approximate dates of the pericds suggested.
(1) 1911-22
(ii) 1923--28
(111) 1528~39
During the first eleven years of their cceupation, the
Italian Government in Tripolitania was liberal in attitude.
The opposition preseated to the Italian ferces in Tripolitania
was feeble in nature and the struggle in military terms was soon
at an end. Thus there was no cause for bitterness on the part
of the l1talians, The actual course of the war of occupation
broke down into several distinci{ phases. 4t the time oI the
Italian landings in Tripoli, the Arabs were in a state of
rebellion against the Turkisk administration, which ill-
advisedly, hed peraisted in its attempts to enforce rights of
texation upon the tribes. The advent of Italian forces in
Tripolitania brought an end to the altercation between the two

and stimulated an allied fromt to the advancing iavaders. The

A
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e2lliance was of a temporary kiund, for the Turks were coupelled
t0o withdraw following the Treaty of Losanna in October of 1912,
whick capitulated soverelznty to Italy. The Tripelitanians

had little keart for the struggle without the backing of the
Turkiskh troops and resistanee in the area became megligible from
the nilitary point of view. In Cyrenaica, the Sznusi Bedawins
eontinued the fight against the Itaslians, but this bad no real
counterpart in Tripolitania. Scme local resistence was
encountered by the sccupying troops, especially in the environs
of lUisuratas and Tarhuna, but although sporadic and disorganised
outbreaks against Itzlian authority marked the moaths following
the conguest, Tripolitaniz wes rapidly subjected by the invading
forces.

To 2 great extent, the Italian administration wes prepared
to accept and help maintain the indigenous soclety which it had
taken over by force of arms. The literature availzble at the
timé of the conquest indicates clearly that the Italian gttitude
to their new ¢olonial possessions wes govermed largely by the
concepts prevailing im the metropolitan country. Benevolent
despotisonr was playing its last lires on the stage of Europe;
in Italy the governmental theory revolved largely around the
concent of benign sristocratic rule; thus it was to be expected
that nany of the characteristlcs of administration should be
transferred to the new territories in ILibys. '

Actidenic interes?t in Islam and the geographical study of
the coastal areas of Tripolitenia had furnished the preliminery
evaluetion of the significance of the area. Scientific
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expeditions in 1911 and the following years were aimed lergely
at aralysis of the imdigenous gconomic and sccizl structure with
& view to making it comprehensible to the admivistration and
thereby possible for the administraticn to accommodate it within
the Zﬁmpaea of diti=s operaticns(S)’ (52) and (60).

The Itelijan Govermument in Iripolitania consldered that the
indigenous Arabs would setitle down under colonial rule, and with
careful treatment would te pleased 1o accept the benefits which
were to be obtmined through ihe presence of a relstively rich and
techniecally advanced Buropean power. As will be seéu later,
this proved tc be & complete mis-estimaticn of the situation.

In fect, the Arebs were most wnwilling to coudone permanent
occupation of their territory. Trhe native poepulation of
Tripolitania, and of Hisuratimo in particular, had been
accuetomed to forsign sugzereignty over their country for many
centuries; although this was ¢f 2 purely nominel nature. The
influence of the Turks bad been insignificent in terms of direct
control, and local affairs bhad continued in the traditiounal
manmey throughout their ocoupation. If the Sultan occasiorally
exacted taxes froam the imhabitants of the area, at lezst ke had
e¢laim to do so through his position a8 head of Islam. The neuw=
comers from Italy were ethnically alien to the Arabs and were
infidels. Thus tkey had very little to recommend them in the
eyes of the Arabs in spite of the monies they had in quantity,

end which they were prepared to distribute for favours end

allegience.
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During the period 1911 - 22, the tribal structure survived
undisturbed by the Italians, Central authority had passed
a2gain from one invader to enotiker, and the uunder-lying tribal
entity had naintained itself intact as the parochial unit of
social and, to a lesser exteut, =ccuomic activity. in the towns,
the mundcipal social groups came more firmly under Italian
control than they had been under Turkish administratlon, since
mechenised contact between the towns increased the power of the
central authority to enforce iis rule from Tripoli.

The latent dissatisfaction of the tribes in Hisuratino
broke out in the form of revoli at any time when the Italians
were caught at a disadvantage, either through preoccupation with
affalrs on the mainland of Purope; oxr with the permanent discord
which characterised Italio-Sanusi relations in Cyrenaice. The
outbreak of war in Burope and the return of the Turks to Iibya
es allies of the Central Powers gave occasion for revolt against
Italian authority. In the 2irst place, the ettack upon the
Italian position im Tripolitenia was essentially part of the
Sanusi cempaign ageinst the Italian advances through the Ghibla
and the Fezzan, where Sanusi ceatres had been over-rum by
Italian troops. The Samsi tribes of Siriica, Ulad Suliman and
Nagharba, with the help of zome small bands from Tripolitanis
estoblished military supremacy cver the Itelians by the defeat
of Colonel Hianl at Gasyr Bu Hadi in April of 1915. At the time
of this battle, the Misuratan tribes were allieé¢ with the Italiansd

8ince Ramadan El-Shatawi, the leading Shaikh of the lisurata area,
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-saw in the Italien occupation @ chance 4o extend his hegemony
over the whole of Misuratineo and the contigucus stretches of
the Ghibla. His support of the ltalians was relinguished during
the course of the battle as he saw the Itzlians lose ground and
eventually retreat. Ramadan immediately joined the Sanuei
rebels in their attack upon the Italians and helped to drive
Colcnel dani ocut of the Sirtica region. The Italians withdrew
from lisurata after the defeat at Gusr Bu Hadi and ultimately
vacated the oases of llisurata and Zliten completely. The only
foot~holds remaining in Italian hands were the town of Homs
iteelf and emall areams of Homs omsis and the Sahel El-Ahamed
which could be effectively controlled from the fortress at Homs.
The bresk-dovm of Italian administration in the area
permitted the emergence of a locel hierasrchy headed by the
Shaikh Ramadan El-Shatawi, who ruled over the turbulent area
from Misurata. Ramadean was anti-Sanusi in policy and wase at
pains to0 keep out all Sapusi elements from the Sirte regiomn.
In a pitched battle at Beni Vali in 1916, the Sarusl forces
were beaten back from the coastlands, and an effective political
boundary bvetween the lands of Ramadan and Sanusi established in
the viecinity of the Wadi Zemgem. During the period of domine-
anecy, Ramaden entertained various ideas for the extension of
bis power, but, constantly at loggerheads with the Sanusi, he
was not able to expand his possessions. Vithout fhe political
and military support of the Cyrenaican bedawin, the Ilisuratens

were impotent. FNevertheless, nominal government was founded

on liisurata through the Jumhuriye El-Trabulsiya which was an
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1nstrument of Turkish and German interest in the_area operating
thré;gh Ramadan el-Shatawi. The Committee of Réform at
iisurata did gain some nreétige in the later yesrs of the
period of amarchy, and it apéeared at one time aa.if the
negotiatiaﬁs of the Committee with the Italians might lead to
the establishment of an 1ndependént Amirate in Tripolitenia.
(Provisional Meetings Reform Committee - Italians, Kallet el
Zetune 1919). Hopes of independence were finally crushed with
the advent of Count Volpi. He was appointed Governor of
Tripolitania, and with a large ltalian army at his disposal
prepared to take energetic steps against the Arab insurgents
and their Government at kisurata. By the late spring of 1922,
the Italians were again in control of the coastal strip from
Hisurate to Zuers. The revolt of the interier faded to
negligible proportions with the fall of the Sanusi leaders in
Cyrenaica, and Tripolitania became a wholly Italian province
once again,

The protracted nature of the war-fare during the second
Italio-Sanuai Var and the acrimony which had inevitably worsened
the relations between the Arabs and the Italians led to a total
change in the asttitude of the Italian administration after 1922.
CQun§ Volpi was a man of ideals, but one who was capable of
immediate and direct action should the occasion demand it. He
wes & complete change from the preceding Italian military
commanders and Civil Governors who had presentqd 80 vacillating
a front to the Arabs since the out-break‘af hostilities.
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“'Evaluating the problems besetting the Italian administré«
tion in Tripolitania, Volpi saw that the major obstacle to
piogress was the tribal system, and the power of the Sanusi
Lodges. The latter had never been strong in Tripolitanis,
espeeially in the coastal areas, and the Order hed suffered
severe losses in the oases of Misuratino at ﬁhe hands of
Bama&én El=Shatawl; hence there was less concern with this
aspect to Areb resistance than with the problem of the trival
power. During the struggle with the Italian forces in the
course of the wars in Libya; it had been the tribal structure
which had made the guerriia war-fare possible in the first place,
and which had sustained 4t in the second place. Volpi faced
the task of ceming to terms with the system or destroying it.
The experience of the early years of the Italian occupation had
proved eonclusively that the tribes could not be\ignbre& as
orgenisations of no importances

The war years illustrated time and time again, that the Arab
tribes were not to be treated as allies, since they were
reliable only in so far as they stood to gain. The elassical
example of the Battle of Gasr Bu Hadi had been repeated time
after time during the wars which had covered the years 1915 to
1922. Despite this experience; attempte were made to come to
terms with the Shaikhs in the early years of Volpi's Governor-
ship. The Shaikhs were in no mocd to accept the conditions
offered by Volpi, which virtually converted them from trival
heads to local Itelian administrators. In rmeny cases, the very
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fact that the Itzlians were willing to telk and discuss the
situation proved weakness in thelr ranks in the eyes of the
Shaikhs. In exasperation, Volpi decided that he would suspend
judgement no longer, and set the die for the years 192228 in

his summary of Italian attitude to the Skhaikhs and the socisal
systen which they represented -~ "We shall govern this country
not with the Shaikhs, nor against the Shaikhs, but without the
Shaikbhs". Strongly centralised authority at every level of
administration was made entirely Italian in chbaracter, aund the
tribal representation in the coumnsel of 21l but their owm
internsal units was excluded or reduced to the mere formality

ef rudbber stamp duties. Those Shaikhs who accepted the position
as quaei-civil servante in the service of the Italians invariably
lost face within their tribal group, or if they refused coe«
operation with the Italians were by=passed in the dealings
between officiale and public. = In either cease, the whole
position of the Shaikh wes devalued as a deliberate policy.

It must be remembered, that the Shaikhs were products of
the tribal system and although they fulfilled useful functiens,
their placag%ere rot indispensidble to the survival of the tribve.
Still the units suffered badly with their loss, the inter-
communication between groups bqué down, and the larger units,
guch ag the trive and gablla ceased to have meaning in terms of
comron and unified orgenisation. Thus, the second major stage
in tribal disintegration took place, this time from a pre-
designed policy imposed from above,




J_Count Volpi continued as Governor of Tripolitania until
1929'; when a new regime began in the Province. In 1934,
Tripolitenia and Cyrenaica were joined together as a single
unit, with the capital at Tripoli and the coastal lands divided
into four commisseriats, with sub«capitals at Tripoli, ilisurata
Benghasi and Derna. The Ghible areas and the Pegzan were
separated from the coast end ruled as a military district. ' By
_tﬁis mesns, eentral legal and administrative control was extend-
edimore thoroughly through the littoral sedentary gzone. The
pyramid of officials under the commisariats were Italian or
subservient Iibyans whose duties were confined to menisl tasks. -
At local level, the Shaikhs were recruited as edjuncts to the
system of government, but their treatment accorded more to that
of & junior clerk than a tribal dignitary. Shaikhs who were
not co-operative continued to be removed from theixr positions,
and the Italians were eventually able to nominate their own
Shaikhs vhose acceptance by the itribe was morely a matter of
form. The constznt war-fare during the period of anarchy
following Miani*s defeat in 1915 until 1922 had left the wealth
of the tribes seriously impaired, aund there were few Shaikhs
who felt economically strong enough or in a position of
sufficlent prestige to rebel against the growing Italian control
over their original eutonomous orgenisation. Minor rebellions
in the Tarhuna~dietrict often gained the support of the
Hisuratan tribes, but this token resistance did little to
undernine the well established authority of the Italians.,
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Invariably such action was followed by punetive actiin by the
Italians; who would remove the tribal hesd or first son: of the
tribal head as a hostage and frequently put him to death as s
public demonstration of the fate of dissident Shaikhs. Under
constant pressure, the shaikhly hierarchy was decimated and
reduced in powers

In meny ways, the tecbnigues utilised by the Balbo
administraetion after 19%4 were new, but they sprang from an
0ld policy. Strangely in keeping with Italian incompetamce in
their colonial affairs in ILibys, the’greatest.blcw t0 the tribal
structure in Tripolitasnia came through more insidious and uns
planned actions than the slaughter of petty Sheikhs,

Development activities in Tripolitania gathered inmense
momenbtum in the years following 1930 as a result of several
interereiated factors. The oeccasion of Velpi's retirement from
the Governmorship of Tripolitenias was also the occgsion for the
advent of Fascist influence in the province. Early Fascist
intervention in thé coleny dated from 1922, but the influence
of the Count Volpi had been to delay the effective operation of
Pascist precepts in Tripolitania; since he was a man whose first
concern was for the military aduirnistration of the country rather
than for political interference. During his admninistration too,
the Pascist Government in Rome had been closely invelved with
domestic politics, and was not unwilling that the gstatus gue be
held by Volpi whilst heme commitments were atténded to.

Following the turn ef the decade in whieh Volpi had held
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sway in the area, the Italians looked to their colonies to
provide an outlet Por their ecoromy and a justification for their
clzims to world power status. This was lergely achieved through
the application of grest amounts of capital to the problems of
developments Amongst the schemes which were implemented as
integral parts of the plan of development, were the reclamation
of the steppe for private and demograzphic settlement by Italian
nationals brought in from the metropolitan ecountry, and the
provision of the service 'over-head' amenities which were to act
as & basis for the expanding reclamation activities. Skilled
labour to itnplement these schemes was brought in from Italy,
but the labour requirements demanded by the speed and scope of
the development necesserily involved the recruitment of large
bodies of indigenous workmen. In the first place; the demand
was satisfied from urban scurces, but as the operation gathered
impetus, there was an increasing tendency to call upon the
reserves of labour in the rural areas. High wages and good
conditions offered by the public works departments of the
administration combined to create a strong centripetal force
upon the members of the coastal tribes, who gravitated towards
the recruitment centres.

The effeetiveness of this recruitment of Arabs for service in
the public, and to some extent private development echemes wes
made most apparent through the fact Homs and Iisurata both
increased their population by scme 300 and 400% respectively
‘during the early years of the development phase. The high
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lands; but the factor which was most significant in creating

the movement sway from agriculture arnd the tribzl donzine an a
permencnt scale was the security of state employment. Seasonal
labour wae not new to Misuratino and the tribes had made use of
it to supplement the funds of its members during the annual
sojourn in the oases. The Italian administration extended this
traditional seasonal labour into permenent engegement; with the
regult that many tribal members became alienated from the normal
economic and secial routine of the tribve. This did not inmply
that the Arabs who worked fer the esdministration were cut off
completely from tkheir tribal roois, but it did imply & furthexr
distension of the individusl members from the social and economic .
framework of the tribe. It has been indicated earlier that the
loss. of thg Shaikhs was not 2 mortal blow to the tribes, since
they hed been thrown up by the under-lying tribal structure and
could be dispensed with if necessary. The removal and dethrone=
nent of the Shaikhs was an inconvenience to the tribe; the
ettraction of the tribal members to alternative social and
ecocnonic organisation was & great step in the negation of the
raison d@%etre of the tribal structure as-:such.

The growth in the scaele of development activity and the
further inclusien of the indigenocus peoples in the life of the
Province inercased the rate of decline in the tribal structure.
Large scele recruliment for the public services was followed by
the reaising of Libyan troops for Italian regiments in Libya.

Thus the process of attraction away from the tribal areas to
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to the urben units succeeded in accomplishing what legal and
aﬁministrative reasures had barely affected. The assimilation
of Arabs into village and towr gociety was a gradual process
which gained momentum with the passage of time. This factorx,

in common with other less direct influences, resulted in the
declaration of Balbo that the problem of major import in the
Province was 'fitting the Arzb into our social life': To this |
end, the edministration decreed that Iibya was zn integral parst
of the mstropolitan country(el). This latter phase of policy
towards the Arabs developed from rather mixed motives. In the
years from 1934, the Pascist Govermment had invested large
amounts ¢f czpital in Libyza on the following scales~
Wes,ern Lil'a «‘Investment by Italiana

1932-3% 2b5416200
1933-34 44093.829
1934-35 4@2165856

1936-37 (7411 24o3) 3+489.452

Total Vest Libya 31.0694341 ILire
Source - Stétistiche sulle colon. della Iibia -~ Palloni.
This teble illustrates the expenditure on colonisation
aetivities alone, and for a tull picture of expenditure by the

Italian Adcinistration reference is neceseary to Tadle 30« The
Italianse had witnessed the increasing rete of tribal diainte-
gration which hed appeared as a by~product to the investment.»
and were willing to capitaliée on the process by giving added
legal incentive for the Arabs to tranefer allegience to thg
State. Hence the Royal Decree of 1939 (9th Jan).




HEAD OF EXPENDITURE PINANCIAL YEARS
191336

( In '000 Lire )
Road Constructions 130,858
Port Constructions ‘ - 535000
Agricultural Development 53118
and Land Reclamation
Public buildings and | 103,785

buildings in general
inc. equipment of
offices and lodgings.

-€onstruction of tele- 6.680
graph and telephone lines and
Radio Statlons.

Bydraulic works ' 4.230
Sanitary works 6.200
Railway Constyuction 524100
Interest for amortisation 34.024

of loans, contributions
and interest on sums
‘hrrowed by other institutes

(Egﬁg, DIPS)

Source ~ "lMemorandum on the Economic and Finencial Situation
of the Italian Territories in Africa®, Rome 1946, Tipo
del Penato. Quoted in "A General Economie
Appraisal of Libya", Lindberg, U.N. 1951.(79).
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Other motives are epparent ir the mood of administrative
and iegal benevclence which characterised the years 1938«3%9 in
Tripolitania. The Tuce was convinced at the time that Italy
would be drawn into the developing struggle for power in FBurope.
If this wes to be, he knew that he could not afford to have his
hands tied in Libya as his predecessors hed éuring the Pirst
Vorld Var; in any case, the Italians had much more material
interest and prestige value vested in Libya in 1939 than in 1915,
and ﬁere anxious to preserve thelr status in the area. Ag a
part of this appraisel, the Itzlten Government was prepared to

meke some conceseions to the indigenous peoples, especially to
those whose influence was greatest in the tribal areas, from
where trouble could be expected in the event of Itaiisn partice
ipation in hostilities on the mainland of Europe. In Tripoli-
tenia, the Arabs were induced to join the army and Purther
encouraged to take part in the development dctivity. Colonisew
tion schemes, hitherto restriected to Italian nationzls were
extended to include co~operative Arabs who had served the State
in the edministreticn or in the army. The projected estate at
Hahine was for the express purpose of providing for the Arab
coloniste in this latter category.

ks fete would have 1%, the integration of Arabd society with
the larger metropelitan wnit vas stopped abruptly with the
declaration of war | im 1940, when the Italians discarded civil
administration for the military organisation necessary for the
prosecution 6fAthe war against British interests in the llediterre
anean. Thus, the full effects of total assimilation of the
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Arabsﬂﬁeré never realised. Hevertheless, the Arab sociel
organisation had undergone radical changes by the close of the
Italian colonial periody; and in 1940 one was already dealing with-
the concept of two Arab social structures; one the traditional
but waning tribal system; the other an expanding urban non-
tribal system.
€9) Italisn I=nd Acquisition and the Diminution of Tribal Iends.
 During the period 1911-22, the Italien administrztion '

naintained a policy of protection of native lande corresponding
|

clesely with the desire to support the indigenous social and
economic structure which was discussed in the preceding section
of the chapter. HNecessity arose for the acquisition of land

by the administration and this demand was cdtfered for by the
Decree 1099 of September 1913, which enabled the Governor to
expropriate land for purposes of government, =znd by the Governort's
Decree of lay 1916 which allowed the sequestration of all property
which was deemed to belong to tribes in a state of rebellion
ggainst the administration. Although the mesns of land alienae
tion were legally available, there was little dome to violate the
origina;,promise that the State would respect native lands.
Furthefﬁore, the war commitments of the Italians in Burope and
the ineffectval actions by the local commanders in Lripolitania
left the lends of Misuratino in native hanﬁs from the tive of the
battle of Gasy Bu Hadi, until Volpi's campaigns of 1922. At the
time of the re-conquest ef Tripolitania only 3,600 hectares had
been taken over by the administration for the immediate nceds of
Government in building institutions and military storage areas.
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Mach of the land expropriated in this phase was in the vieinity
of the villages and suks, and wae obtaimed under the,terms of
the Decree of 1911, which contained safeguards of compensation
for the owner of the lands which were token by the State.

“With the end of the war in Burope, the Italians were once
more able to concentrate their forces on the re~conquest of
their colonial territories in Libya. The task of paeification
ended in 1922 in all areas of Tripclitania, with the fall of the
dJunhuriva el-Trabulsiya at Misurata. The rebellion of the Arabs; -
and the large part played in the resistance to Italien penee
tration by the tribes, made it clear to the Italians that there
was nothing to be geined from & policy of appeasement. The
protagonists of a prosJslamic were discredited. The idea of a
patermal rule over the territory amd a care-taker administration
which would function merely to maintain the area as a *Colonie
de position!vwaswnot.feasible in the conditions which prevailed
after the re-conguest.

 Partly to stabilise the srea militarily, &nd partly from &
desire to make the colony pey its way, the Governor of Iripolis
tenia, Count Volpi, instituted a second phase in Itelian policy
in Idbya. - Prom an initial status of 2 %colonie de position®,
Yolpl enlarged the concept to thet of a ‘colonde_d}expluitaticn’. ‘
Eis thinking was coloured by the success which the Prench had
‘gchieved in\Tugieia, where the olive groves of the Szhel hed = |
proved immeasurably profitable in an environment sigilar to that
in Tripolitenia. Development in the Province was considered to
be simply a problem of investment of capital and the application
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of technical kmowledge.

This policy was implemented in the years 1922-28 with the
establishment of the legal mechanism for the scquisiticon of land
from the Arab tribes. The lands were %0 be granted to
corporations or individuals under contract based on the conditior
that they accomplished & minimunm of agricultural development.
Various means were used to obtain the lands for distribution to
‘the Italian concessionaires = (i) Nationalisation, (ii) Compul~
sory purchase, (iil) Expropriation. Of these legal devices,
the former (i) was not applied to Misuratino at any time during
the Italian admindistration, although vast arees of the steppe
became open 10 State encroachment under the terms of the Decrees
of natioralisation. The relevant decrees were =
(a) Governor®'s Decree of 18th July 1922. By this decree, &all

lands were assumed 1o belong to the State where ﬁrivate

dwneréhip could not be proved by title or registration.

Ia Misuratino, the private mulk lands were still in a

position eof emergence from the commen gulk land holding

system and there was very little registration under private
title. The process of registration under the Turkish

Government was mainly verbal in any case, and this was not

accepted a8 legally binding by the Italian suthorities.

In fact, the result of the decree in Hisaratino was to

accelerate the process of registrztion by the wealthier land

lorﬁa,/whilst the poerer element were unaffected.
(v) .Govérﬁor‘s‘necree of 10th February 1923. The passing of
this decree was significant in Tripolitania in setting the
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pattern of all land seizure; whether by nationalisation,
confiscetion or compulsery purchase, since it set in
principle the concept that legel powers would be tzken to
promote the seigure of land wherever it was needed for the
purposes of colonisation. The pattern of land policy
changed from directing coloniste to those aress available
to colonisation by genuine legal right, t0 choosing land

-which was smengable to colonisation and then ereating the

legal means for pre~empting that land. The whole of the
land which was circumscribed by the terms of the decree was
in the steppe gzone, and wae already open to seizure by the
provisions of the decree (a) above.

Royal Decree of 15th November 1923, This decree was used
a8 an explanatory foot-note to the preceding decree (b), and
was concerned with the definition of the types of land which
were to be nationalised as State property. Under the

terms of the deeree, all the lands in the steppe zone of
Tripolitania.which were not actually under tree planta-
tions were liable to nationalisation. Thus the zone of
ehifting cereal culture, unless utilised for permanent
exploitation with fixed well installstions end walled guani,
was regarded for official purposes ae being *under-cultivat-
ed®, and thus included in the area which was available for
colonisation. In fact, the governmental agency deputed to
cope with the selection of colonising areas in the steppe

zone,; the Ufficio di Colonizzegione, allowed the lands held
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under the provisicns of the decreze to be culiivated by the

Argbs under their customary practice until such time as

they were allotied out in concessions.

Under the articlses contgined in the series of decress
mentioned above, the lands of Misuratino were laid open to
complete sequestration by the State. There were several |
factors which led to the exelusion of the 1littoral steppe of
Hisuratino from the operation of these laws, which it will bYe
of value to note. In the early phases of Italian occupation
it has been shown how the disrupted stete of the country
precluded active development of the area after the battle of
Gasr Bu Hadi. During the second phase of occupation (1922-28)
colornising ventures in Tripolitania were confimed to individusl
enterprise based on the Sfaxian model, whereby vast estates
were laid out by capitalists whose centre of gctivity was
Tripoli. Depois(sa) observed somewhet cmustically that the
Italian cultural tendency led to the growth of an urben minged
farmer class:- "Les centre® de colonisation ne seront donc jamais
que de tres modest satellites sutour de la capitale%? The |
capitalist farmers vere reluctient to take up concessions which
made it imperative to live outslde Tripoli. Since mechanised
trensport was still 14ttle more than & precerious means of
travel in the undeveloped country, [lisuratino continued to be
‘relatively isolated in the eyes of the Italisn concessicnaires.

Thus as long a8 there were fertile areas availablejon the Jefara

plain which were within eesy reach of the eapital, lMisuratino

([
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offered few attractions to colonists and the steppe was left

for the use of the itribes.

Chronologically, expropriation was the first legal mechan=-
ism applied to the lands on Misuratine. There were Wwo main
enactments which gave legal authorieation tc the acts of
expropriations-

(a) CGovernor®s Deeree of 15th Hay 1915. This decrec emerged
as an integral part of the conditions laid out in the
declaration of s state of war in the Province, end was
intended %0 act as a deterrent to the Arabs from joining
the rebellion. After the pacification of the area under
Volpi, the decreec of 1915 was modiffied to act as & method
of punichment against those Arab individuals amd tribes
who had participated in the rebellion against Italien
authority.

(v) Governor's Decree of 11th April 1923. vas the officizl
declaration of thé previous decree of 1915 together with
some enlargement of the provisionse contaimed in 1t. The
exact terms stated that the lends of all gzbile, and
inﬁiv;duals end all people who had made common cause with
them Qere;confiacated by the State. Vhereas the 1915

decree had referred to the oasis possessions of rebellious

elements, the 1927 decree was specifically designed to cover

the steppe lands of the rebels,
The decreesoutlined above came into effect in 1922-23 in
Misufatino end were applied to all areas of the littorsl oeses
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wlith the exception of Homs Gasis, where Italian control had
been maintained, and where the local inhabitants were lees
able oy inclined to make trouble for the Italian administration.
The Sahel el-Ahamed was agafin within the sphere of influence of
the Italian command during the rebellion and only fragments

of the area were taken away from the Arabs. The position in
the Zliten Oasis showed great contrast to these two former
casesy for here, some 1,900 sections of land were confiscated
as being the property of rebellicus elements. Hoet of the
confiscations were limited to the oasis land itself, and the
town area was left untouched. HNevertheless, 156 individusls
were affected by the expropriations in the years following
Volpi's conquest, and some 180,684 gedula passed to the State
(1,780 hectares). In Misurats & similar process was applied
in respect to rebel lands, especially to the suani owned by
Ramadan el-Shatswi. The exact extent of the confiscations of
land}by the State is unknown, but the officials of the ILand
Registry st Mieurate estimated that as much as 3,000 or 3,500
hectares were taken over by the State authorities. [Host of
this land in Nisuratas was granted to the Casa de Rieparmio in
the town to be the bmeis of its security reserves.

The phrasing of the legislation tended %0 be more severe
than the application of it at local level. The guani lands
of the o0asis are highly parcellated (Vide - Land Tenure) and
offer little scepe for large scele eolonisatiocn projects which

were in current favour during the 1920s and eariy thirties, In

Zliten and ldsurats, the lands which were expropriated after
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the rebellion were left in the hands of the original Arab.
owners, or transferred to other Arabs who were in the service
of the State. Thus the impact of the decrées (a) and (b)
above was cushioned alightly in its epplication to the oasis
gOne pPropere

Vhilst the tribal lends 4n the oesis areas had little
appeal to the concessionmsires coming in from Italy, the
undeveloped margin betwéen the casis and the littoral steppe
offered scope for repid and profitable reclamstion. The first
of these areas to be seized for colonisation under the terms
of the ‘rebelliocus subjects' decrees outlined above was the
gone of Misurata between the scarp at Ras el-~lagen and the
oasia4of Zaviet Maguid. In 1928, 2,109 hectares were allotted
to Count Volpi for colonisetion, on the grasing lands of the
es~-Secni and Sidi Ammser., Volpi chose the Liisurata region
for the establishment of 2 major concecssion to act as an example
to otber cepitalist concessionaires, who were showing relucte
ance to move beyond the confires of Tripoli. His effortis
were unsuccessful, since the tribal lands were left untouched
until seven years later; when construction beganm on Concesse
ione Ia Valdagno in thé vicinity of Homs Oasis. Valdagno
lands were selged under the provisions of the *rebellious
subjects' decrees, and again ahqwed a tendency to be peripheral
to the Arab gardens of the oaeis as hzd been the case with
Concessione Volpi. Some 1,860 hectares were involved in the
Valdagno project.
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The final results of capitalist colomisation in Misuratino
were insignificant in comparison with the large scale develop-
ments which had been taking place on the Jefara during the
yeare before 1928+-30, The decreesof expropriation had made
some 29,281 hectares in Misuratino availlable for ecolonisation
by 1930 Of this total, orly 2,109 hecteres had been allotted
for purposes of reclamation and celonisation by 1930, and at
the close of the Italian eccupation this hed increassed to 3,969
hectares: The results of the sequestration of lands during
the early;phasea of the Italian administration were thus of
1limitéd dimensions: The loes of land in the vicinity of the
oases was an inconvenience for the Arabs rather than an
irreparsble decline in their grazing and sowing ereas. 1t
should be noted at this stage, that the dlock seizure of land
by the Italiens tended to hit a few tribes rather bedly. It
is well to remember that purely areal statement of land quantity
is very mislesding &n its application to the lenda of Misuratino,
since the highly differentiated qualitative appraisals of lend
give vastly differing values to small aress in comparison to
the larger areas. Thus, the loss of 8 strip of guod grazing
land near the oasis 18 not %o be compensated for. the fact that
there are unlimited acres belorging to the tribe in less well-
watered districts of the interior steppe. It is a singular
feature of the Ufficio di Colenigzazione that they failed to
take acecount of differentiated land values in evaluating the

economic and materis) loss of land by eablila in the face of the
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demands of more space by the Italian agrarian units. The
Itslians attempted to give compemsation for grsve family or
individual disruption oczused by the sequestration of land in
Misuratino, btut their attitude was coloured by the apparent
avellability of land, and in their appraissl, they constantly
under«valued land by applying average valueg to large areas.
The slightly higher prices paid for the poor hectares which
were in the majority, did not compensate for the under-payment
for the fertile hectares which were few in number, and generally
1rréplaceable. This official blindness to differential land
values caused distress in a limited number of cases after the
end of the rebellieny later during the finasl phase in Italian
land policy thie very fect was t0 prove a great obstacle in
Italio»Libyan relations.

YEAR Vest Iibya East ILibya Yest 1ibya East libya
U'p to Ea, Ha. Ha. Ha.
1923 9,313 300 3,970 —
1923 26 1-100 90 3,612 ————
1925 4,887 1,442 17,619 ———
1926 35,124 $+393 25,596 ——
1927 45,264 4,450 274554 94553

1928 14,722 29,692 13,465 1,893

|
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In Tripolitanjia as a whole, capitalis?t development of
concession areas in the steppe sone was proceeding rapidly
and with great technical success. The olive was spreading
gradually over the land; and the superficial aspect of the
Jefars was showing the characteristic geometrical pattern of
plentations in place of the poorly developed patches of shift-
ing cultivation. The figures in Table 31 give some indiecation
of the allotment of concession land which had been national-
ised and expropriated under the systeme discussed above.

Volpi®s scheme of development appeared to be casting the
dic for the future of Tripolitania. In the middle twentles
De €illis, who hed e large schare in the formmlation of official
policy towards the coleony, was adamant in asserting that ‘the
introcduction of Itdl ian pessants is not contemplated now nor
for some time to come®. The pignner development accomplished
by the corporations and the private eonecessionaires was having
8 large measure of success, and the sdiministrators irn
Tripolitanis were aware that the potentislitiee for Italian_
peasant colonisation were limited by the environment. The only
means whereﬁy peasant colonisation appearéd to be possible in
Tripolitania was by direct substitution of Itelians for Libyens
in the‘ggggg of the oases: This would create more problems
for the administration tham it would solve,

&Eie appraisal by the colonial administration was not to
be 6f long«ntanding importence. In thé Hother Country social
and political factere were working agaeinst the concept of Libya
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a8 merely a strategic area. Exploiistion by capitalict methods
was not proving rapid enough for the Pascist Govermment in
Italy, The discrepancy between the figures contained in
Table 31 for land confiscation and allotment was sufficient
for grave doubt to be cast upon the éfficiacy of exploitation
by capital and technology alone.  Apart from the military and
the administration, the numbers of Italians resident in the
colony were small. The Pascist vegime in Italy was anxious
for quick results in the development of ite colonial possess-
ions. Tkere 15 mo place here for complete discussicn of the
political background 4n Italy following upon the rise of the
Pageist party. It should be noted, nevertheless, that the
tentative approach $o colonial development adopted by the old
colonial administration was unatiractive to the Government in
the metropoliten country.

The political tide turned in 1928, In Libya thie was
reflected ir the retirement of Canti Volpi in 1928, and the
full turn of the wheel was represcnted by the appointment of
Mershall Balbo in 19%34.  An attitude of self-confidence
replaced the formex official ecircumscription in respect to
eoloniéatiﬁn. " The effects of this chahge have been discussed
previcusly in respect to the de-tribelisation of Tripolitania.
Accetding with the attempt to assimilaté Libya into the social

il

structure of Italy, & political and ecoﬁnmie poliey of inte~
gration by settlement of Italian peasant farmers was embarked

upone
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Marshall Balbo planned to introduce 20,000 Italian peasants
each year for a total of 25 years, thereby giving 2 rural
Italian population of 500,000 by the mid S$O0s. The ratio of
indigencus Iibyans to Italien colonists would thus be reduced
4o approximately two to one. The basis for this intensive
sottlement was to be the demographic estate.

In the metropolitan country, experimental settlement of
peagants upon reclaimed lands in the Pontine areas had proved
reasonably sucecessful. It was hoped to transfér this same -
pattern to Libys. In the first phases of colonisationy the
administration in Tripelitania atteampted to adopt the frame-
work of capitalist estates to the new conception of demographic
settlement. 1In the years following 1928, increasing pressure
was exerted upon the concessionsires to take land with a
written obligation to tmke a quota of Itelian peasant farmers.
For the most part, it was intended that the immigrants should
be allowed a meszadyia tenancy of part of the larger concession
estate, In essence this system was 8 direct transfer of the
indigenous agrarian orgenisation eof the Italian South, with
landless labourers attached to a latifundia estate. In
Misuratine, this framework is exemplified in Concessione Ia
Veldagno, where the latifundie exists as & permaunent whole,
whilst the farme of the megzmadris form smsll ellotted semie
rermanent portlons. peripheral to the central organisation.

Lm Valdegno Concession was developed in the period 193738
by an Italian industrialist who hoped to teske advantage of the
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opportunities offered for investment in Libya under the Pascist

reginme, whereby tax relief at home could be obtained proportion-
8l to the colonial imvestments undertaken. The total area of
the estate amounted tc some 1,860 hectares; of which 512
hectares were to be allotted to the megzadris for contract

cupation. Figure 51 shows the distribution of these plots
in the ground plan of the estate, each pedere being 16 hectares
in area. The bulk of the estate left after the allotment of
pedere was worked by direct management under & techbnical farm
manager appointed by the estate owners

It was found that land purchase and development on the

part of individusals was accompanied by many defects in relation
to the problem of extension of demogrephic secttlement. The
administration had no guarantee thet the land under the control
of private individuals would remain under'Italian«control eince
the owners were &t liberty to esell their lands once the terms
of the originel heolding contract had been fulfilled, and the
full title of ownership passed from the State. There was

2lwgys the threat that the colenist having acquired his estate

might £all the victinm of economic distress or might .sell his
lends at a profit to a non-Italian and return to the home
countrys The advent of the new Balbe policy was designed in
part to exclude this poseibility .

Experience showed that the concessionaires had no ;eonomic
interest in taking tenant farmers, or scrupulocusly followﬁng
the rule of employing Italian labour on the estates. The
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planters of olive groves did mot engage Italian workers, but
preferred to draw on the indigenous labour market: ~Tocal
labour was at times unreliable, but it was always cheap.
During the fifteen years of the maturing period of the plant-
ations; when the fermers could expect no crops frem the olives
and the almends, it was in their intercsts to keep down costs
to an abgolute minimum. On most concession farms there was
nothing which the peasant settlers could usefully do which
would be profiteble to the farmer during the maturing period.
Henee, the rssponse of the concessionaires to the propossl of
demographic settlement within the framework of eapitalist
plantatione was not enthusimstic. Thus en la ‘Valdagno; the
Italian peasant contribtution to the total lsbour force was 32,
-whilst the indigenous labour employed was 250 during the year
1939 as a permanent force, and 600 during the harvesting zcamson.
This attitude on the part of the eoncessiongires 1s reflected
farther by the slow rate of increase in settlement in the years
dmmediately following 1928,

Since the 0ld system fasiled %o carry through the professed
aims of the administration, hew‘maohinery was called into being.
The advantages of nationel land ownership and development were
well adapted to the problems of mass demographic settlement.
Prom the legeld point of view, the denger that land would cease
to be Italien was easily safe-guarded by the terms of contract.

Hational, central control would ensure that concentration of
land in the bhands of a few people did not take place, and that




the peasant farmer character of the estates was ensured.
?urthexmore, planning was the more easily Aimplemented when the
administration was the land holding end developing agency
responsible for the integrated schems throughout Tripolitania.
The creation of an Italian farming class, which was the social
objective of the 8dminietration was thought to be possible only
through the direct action of the Government: The particular
political conditions pertaining in the metropoliten country
and the personal interest of the Duce in the Libyan &cheme
dictated that the new majority elass in the FNuove lItalia
d*Oltremare should be Fascist in character. This could be
achieved most efficaciously under the regime of national rathber
than private land development. :
A%t the end of 1932, the Italian Government authorised the

formation of
(Organieetion for the colonisation of Cyrenaica). The terms
cf reference under‘gpich the company cperated were strictly defini
ed in scope t0 ensure cettlement of peasent farmers. Two years
later, the company had begun to introduce immigrents into
Cyrenaica. The plan upon which the compeny worked became the
blue=print for all demographic settlement in ILibye. Thus
colonisetion in Libye had changed from latifundie to minifundia
agrarian organiéétian'

In Hisuratino, the re-alignmeni of policy towards purely
demographic colonisation was to have great: effects upon ﬁhe
agricultural landscape. Previous discussion has shown that the
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concessionalres were reluctant to take over land in Misuratino,
since the area was inaccessible from Tripoll at that time.
The planners from Ente bronght rather different concepts to
bear on land development in the vregion. The main coneern of
_H_n__g was that there was ample eteppe land which could be rapidly .
reclalimed and eonverted to agricultural use. Closely related
to this factor and coineciding with the changes in colonial
policy and the arrival of Ente, a second significant factor
emerged from an exploratory survey of Misuratino and the steppe
per@gherya In 19%6, Italian enginmers discovered a large
water table in the steppe zone in the region of Tummina and
Eararin, Estimétea for the reserves of the water table gave

& basis for the introduction of large estates with a grest
irrigation potential.  This discovery gave appreciabls impetus
%0 colonisation in Misuratino.

In earlier sections of this examination of Italian land
pelicy, 4t was pointed out that the efficial leglelation enacted
during the period of occupation was intended to provide a legal
mechanism for land acquisition. The operation of the Ufficio |
41 colonieuasione confirmed that land was taken for colonisaiion

projects where it was needed, and not where there was genuine
justification for 1ts seigures Account has to be taken of

the amelioration of Italian ecolonial policy towards the late
: thizties, a change which has been mentioned previously, since
thare were corresponding adjustments in land poliecy to comply
with the new outlook. The legislation relevant to nationale

isation and expropriation was not repealed in any degree, btut
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the application of the details of the law was given s abift
in emphasis. The compemsztion elauses, which were appliédvtn
the Jefaran arezs of Tripolitanie on & very modest and

nominal plane, were given greater scope and financial baeking
in Misuratine in ghe yeare 1937 to 1939 duxing the period o:
estate construction, o -

In this period, the term *compulsory purchase' is more
just to the proeess used to acqguire the steppe lands for demo~
graphic settlement. The lands involved in the tramsfer from
Aradb ¢o State ownership were inciuded largely within the terms
of both exproprietion eand nationalisation legislation promul-
gated by the decrees of 1913, 1922, 192% and subsequent smende
atory decrees relevant to ¢them. TUnder the normal procedure of
the Ufficio 44 Colonizzazione, the lands scheduled for colonise-
tion could have been seized as State property without compen~
sation being peid to the individuals or cabila concerned. In
fect, the areas of land which now mske up Centro Crispi and
Centro Giocda were bought uwnder compulsory purchase. The
compensation paid for the lands suffered from the defects which
have been noted eariier in respect to average price ievels
being applied to large areas in spite of the local practice
of differsntiating sharply bdetween different land use zZones
over small distances.

In the period 1937=39, the following steppe areas were
teken into the state domain lande for the purposes of colonisaw
tion, and conceded to Ente.
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Centro Superficial Date of
Italian - Arab. Ares Construction
Crispi Tumnina 9,140 1957
Gioda Kararim 2,288 1937
Garibaldi Dafuis 19,869 1938
Nahima Nzahima 500 1939

Total 31,797 Hectares

The absolute total of Iana purchagsed unaser the terms of
the colonisation projects to some extent over-emphasises the
enount of land which was alienated from the Arab gabila. The
following table shows the amounts of land which have reverted
back to Arab ownership since the origimel purchases were made.

: Centro Superficial area %ffglved in transfer

Crispi Tummina 1,940
Gioda Esrarim 488
Garivaldi Dafnis 1,469
Fahima = Fahima -
lotal 3,897 Heeteres

Nevertheless, the extent of Italian impact upon the area
may be gauged by a comparison of the Itallian estates and the
total ocasis land avsilable to the Arabs along the coast. The
area brought into cultivation by the Italians exceeded 27,900
hectares in 1940, and at the seme period, the total holdinge by
the Arabs in the oases of Homs, Zliten and Misurata was |
estimated at 27,678 hectares‘42’,

The mass alienation of land from the Arabs hed a twofold
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only under the tribal communal sysiem. in fact the operation
~ of the graczing and the shifiving cultivation system continues
even to the present day in the area. One faetor which
contributed to the ease with which the tribes were able o
adapt themselves to the loss of land, and which was used by
the Italians to justify their thesis that the disruption of the
cabile was minimal, was that grazing use of the lands was
extended to several esbils in the Gieda zone., These cabils
B&d Purther common lands in the south (Pigure 52). This idea
is 8 total negation of the local practice of land-use differ~
entiaticn which bas been investigated in respeci o coumpenssa~
tion paid to the Arabs for the less of land. In the Garibaldi
(Dafmia) ares, the land alienated by the Italisns belonged %o a
single gabila group, the Hauamel who possessed only limited
areas in the ossis and the littorel steppe lands covered by the
estate. The Hauamel end associated groups were badly arfected
since they lost lands to Garibaldi estate and also lost smell
areas to the Nabima estate. In this lastter case none of the
oondi tione enumerated in the Itelian apologia appertain. The
area was communally owneds  the lose could not be compensated
for by adoption of other contiguous areas; money payment for
the loss of land was an ineffectual reparation for the total
elirination of agricultural livelihood. ,
This latter case of tribal displeceament was the extreme
example of tribal bresk-up as a result of the Ita:hn iand policy,

but the effects of displacement occurred in less considerable
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forms to all the gabila whose lands were disposed in the colone-
ising zones of Hisuratino. The eeconomic balance in the erea
between the poseibility of meking a living and £2iling to

exist from the environment wes more narrow than the Italians
were prepared to eadmit. The closely defined zones ard local-
ised patches of lend-uce types vere amongst the basic caueétive
elemente in the evolution of eccrnomic life in the asrea. The
exclusion of sigrificant pockete of land From the econonic
caucus was sufficient to disturdb the f£ine balance of equiiibrium
upon which the tribal economic éfructure depended. Thus the
Bu gueia of Misuratz, whe occupied the lande to the south of
Zregh oesis lost both oasis and steppe land to Garidaldi to the
extent of cbout 600 hecteres. The cabila had oher lande
available 25 the Italians pointed out, but the fact that 600
hectares had passed from their control placed heavier, snd in
many yeers, impossibvle demands upon the residusl areas. To
cater for the poor years, which fall twice ir every five years
on an average; the cabila was compelled to buy in grain, and
boxrrow or reat graging land. This was a new factor in the
cconomic system of the cabila, since they were placed in a
positien where direct purchase of basic requirements was
necessw>y; where previously trade and economic interaction with
owtside groups Hed been limited to barter end exchange for
cemparative luxuries. Ir ordey to pay for the grain and
grezing rights made necessary by the loss of lands, the membere

of the cabila were impelled more and more to seck for employment
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outside the 2&9;;5, This process, begun to ensure the survival
of the tribval subsgroups, proved to be & powerful counter-pull
to the units znd thelr sconomic integrity. In the case of the
Rueia, the employment oppor%unitiéé'offered by the farmers of
Garibaldli was an easy line of resistance, and the tribal units
becane dislocated and ineffeotual as the trend 4o accept work
outaide the cabila grew in strength. With the decline in the
econortle spheres of activity, socizl life lost much of its
control and the tribal and sub-units correspondingly lost status
in ¢the eyes of it3s members.

This latter process of soclal disintegrstion following
upon economiec decantralisation of tribal activity may be counted
29 the secondary major result of the mass alienation of lands by
the Italians. In nmany ways, it was a gradual force exerted
upon the tribal group, affecting at first only a few individuals.
Iater, as the scope of the land aequisitions inereased in the
late 19%03, the number of indigenocue Arabs affected was greatly
expanded. It must be remombered also that the process was
augmented by the economic attraction of the Italian enterprises
which.gréw up oen the sequestrated lands,.

In sumuery it may be said that Italian land poliey and the
acquisition of tribal lands has beer made to look far worse and
criminal than the facts justify. Quresh: falls into the trap
of finding the nearest and eeslest dog to beat in his Report on
Land Right and Agricultural Taxation in Tripolitania¢40?,
Senderson in the B.M.A. publication *Italian Rule in Tripolitanie'
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is even more extremist and academically misleading in his
eunmary of Italiem policy$°6?, Both writers tend to look at
the finisbed results of Italien rule after 1945and account the
total effects of de-tribalisation to the legislation which has
been outlined in thie section. They point to the great urban
erowth during the Italian period and Sanderson suggests the
aim of Itaiaan land policy as a delibterate instrument used <o
break the power of the tribees and Shaikhs. There is no doubt
that the Ita}iana were at great pains to reduce the power of
both the tribes and the Shaikhs who led them. This is amply
illustrated by the public statemente made by Volpi and Balbo
during their terie of office in the Governorship. The part
played in the struggle between the administration and the
tribal groups by the policy of land acquisition must neverthe~
less be regarded ae accidental, however much it was welcomed by
the Italians.

The key to the situation resulting from Italian land policy
- lies in the relationship which existed between the Arad tribves
and the Misnratiﬁn eanvironment before the advent of the
Italiens. It has been mentioned previously in this section
in respect to the Bu Ruelp of liisurata, that the economic
balance in the area stemming from the different land use zones
a8 seen thraugh_Arab eyes, and the economic necessity for large
areas of land of all kinde to cater for climatic veriability
both in space and time was exceedingly narrow in respect to the
possibility of ekeing out a living and failing tddo 80,
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Italian land acquisition tipped the scales 2gainst the tribal
economy and provided concurrently alternative oppertnnities
sutside the tribal system for the individual members. The
Joint effects of the two processes were sufficient to stimilate
eignificant changes in bdoth economic smd soecial life in
Misuratine. It wes a process which accumulatad upon itself.
Hence the moral blame for the present state of the tribes may
not be 1lzid wholly st the feet of the Italian rulers of
Tripolitaria. External humen pressure permanently achieved
what the envirenment had been forcing upen the indigenocus
population from time tc time. '

(10) Summayry
Iong=term economic change arising from intermal pressure
combined with induced change of the eoeial snd economic
structure from external influence,; thus gave momentum to the
digintegration of the tribal units. As a conclusion to thie
discusaifn of traditional plaece of the gcabila in the social
and economic pattern of the area, it may be pointed out thet
social build of Misurstino has shown endless change. The
apparent"ataﬁﬁc nature of the esbila orgamisstion is illusory.
Bxternal and internal trede in the ares fluctusted sccord-
ing to»the power of the oecupying regime to impose peace upon
the region and keep open the trans-Saharan trade routes. Urban
development in Misuretine wes again the product of aliens and
was the symboi of alien culture in the Aradb ceni-nomadic land-
scepe. Craft industries were a part of the urban economic
scene rather than the traditional framework of the tribves.
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Agricultural productivity begen to show improvement with the
greater epread of mulk and the investment in fixed installations
such ae irrigation facllities and ancilliary fzrm bulldings.

In spite ef the move of the tribal centre of interest frem the
semiedesert to the coastal oases, and the comstruction of
permanent dwellinges; the dichotomous cheracter of the coastal
societieo continued, with a sharp etknic end economic divieion
between the rural and indigerous and the urban and alien
elements, _

The growing sedentarisation of the Arab and Arabo-Berber
peoples modified the economiec central control of the gablla
end emaller family organisations, tut left the status of the
Joint institutions largely unimpaireds FNevertheless the basie
task of the soeial structure wes to ensure the provision of the
necessities of life, and in most tridbal groups, some 90% of the
population wes engaged in this way. The preoccupation with the
demands of food production helped to maintain the authority of |
the tride and smooth over the tramsition from pastoral to
sedentary occupance without a major rupture in the social fabrics
Society remained egalitarian since there wes little seope for |
vertical movement where all members of the tribe were limited to
cam@éra$1ve1y poor areas in the oases; and where there was no
scope for eapital accummlation on & large scale. Income
accrued above tbe needs for btare subsistence were lost in none
productive or lowspreductive out-lsye, such as feasts and
ceremnonies demanded by custom and the maintemsnce of social
status,
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" The move from the stepps to the oasses was prompted by
forces of individual enterprise which in the long run were to
prove stronger than the tribe itself., Before the Italian
occupation, the working of these forces of disintegration were
scarcely discernable since the speed of economic pregress in the
opses was masked bty the parochial nature of the settlement and
the power of control which mere vicinity allowed to the larger
social wnits. VWhilst the individumls in the tribes remained
&n the tribal domains, and until the 192082, there was no
alternative to residence there but etervation, the gabila
organisation remained paramount. Tribal and elose kinship
ties were of first importance in this regime. The inter-
action of the dlffering sube.groups within the cabila and the
- relations of those groups with the external world were of
primary interest to the peoples of rural Misuratine. Traditions
:allcuxloaks, legacies of the days of semi- and pure nomadiem;
lastéd on in the ozses long after the causative fardes behind
them had vanisheds UMental horizens were exceedingly limited
by the demands of the groups loyalties; buty as Evans-Pritchard .
points out; the concept of Islam and the wider Arsd world was
also powerful even amcngst the emallest fractions of the tribves,
'Brotherhéad in Islam spread with the ever<lengtherning femily
or pseudosfamily tiee"sa)-

All this has been changing at sn increased rate. Vith
the growth of intermational commsrce and the rise of the
intenpal-markets, aggisted by the extension of roads; the old
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self-suffieiency of the cabille hes been progressively worn downj
the rigidity of the old cabila division of lsbour softenings
the trzditionsl barriers to economic mobility are slowly yield
ing end ecash inereesingly replaces kind and barter in the
gg§§;§¢ At the esme time, the expansion of towns and the

- giveraification of employment opportunities, the rise of new
tyades and the decline of old cnes heve beenlreaking the held
of the eabila and the family systems., The abrea& of education
end the general trend of the times has worked in the same
dirvection, PThe younger people who have been educated since
the Italien occupation of the country are particularly eware of
the changes in the world sround. The JItzlisn and the British
Govern@ents in Tripolitenia have thrust new ways of living and
new congcepts ¢onto the traditionsl) economic struchure and
a%t&tnﬂes of the indigenous Arabs, which hes creatéd a ferment

of new ideas. j
Since 1951, social change has escelersted with the extension
of electoral qualification to &ll areas of the State and the
introduction of sdult mzle suffrage in all levels of Government
activity, Triiml horigcrns have been lifted inevitably by these
processecs, and the position of the tridbal orgsmnigation has under-
gone rapid loss of status as the individusl members of the tribes
have been drawn into the larger mon~kinship group. Economic-
ally; the process has been more intensive, and in this context
the influence of the expansion of employment opportunities
outside the tribal organisation cannot be over-stated, Barlier
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in the chopter it was shown that the Italians begen the process
of de-tribalisation in the 19208 after the re-conguest of
Tripolitania, and that in the subscquent yeers development
activities by the ita&ian adninistration brought sbout an
unscheduled but powerful movement from the tribal areas to
the centres of employment. This gravitation of ecoronic
interest was ossentially in reponse to a forece of attraction
presented by the new way of living introduced by the foreigmers.
By the end of the Italian occupation, traditional society and
the traditionsl econocmic system had changed ivrevocably.
Capltal investment in over-head and agricultural development
schemes for Tripolitandis was well above the rate suggested by
Rostow (10%) for a soclety beginning the trsusitional phase of
rowth'63), 1t 15 true that the capital investment wes intend=
ed mainly for the Buropean elemente in the country, but as a
lsgacy to the State of Iibya, they represent the first sconomic
trend towards tramsition. During and after the war the
investuent rate dreopped catastrophically when the wzr expende
iture and developument undertakings collapsed in 1944,

Since independerce, the bresk down of traditionsl society
has gained momentum from the oileexploration and aid revenues
which have agein provoked a rapid rise in investment above the
10% level. The economic positian at the present day is
discussed in a later chapter, for iumredlete purposes the
notadle and significant effects achieved since 1951 have been
the continued economic attraction eway from the tribal lsnds,
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ths decline in the hold of the family upon the individuel, and
the psbila on the family groups end the devaluation of the
status of the tribal hierarchy in perscral and regicnel affairs.




