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V o l . I I 

C o n t e n t s 

I n t r o d u c t i o n to the C a t a l o g s 

C a t a l o g u e 

S e c t i o n A A l t a r s of l e g i o n s and t h e i r a s s o c i a t e d a u x i l i a r y u n i t s . 

Le ;?io I I Augusta c e r t a i n nos. 1 - 11 

p r o b a b l e nos. 12 - 22 

Le.^io VI V i c t r i x Pia F i d e l i s c e r t a i n nos. 23 - 46 

p r o b a b l e nos. 47 - 78 

Ala Tun/?rorum no. 79 

Conors I Baetasiorum c e r t a i n n o s . 80 - 85 

p r o b a b l e nos. 86 - 87 

Conors I Delmetarum c e r t a i n no s. 88 - 91 

p r o b a b l e n o s . 92 -- 96 

Cohors I Eatniorum c e r t a i n nos. 47 • - 99 

p r o b a b l e nos. 100 - 104 

Cohors I Thracuta c e r t a i n no s . 105 - 107 

p r o b a b l e nos. 108 - 113 

Cohors I Vardullorum c e r t a i n n o s . 114 - 122 

p r o b a b l e n o s . 123 - 132 

Cohors I I Gallorum c e r t a i n nos. 133 - 134 

p r o b a b l e no. 135. 

Cohors I I Tun^rorum c e r t a i n nos. 136 - 144 

p r o b a b l e nos. 145 - 155 

Cohors IV Gallorum c e r t a i n no s . 156 - 163 

probable n o s . 164 - 166 

Le.^io IX KisDana c e r t a i n no. 167 

Legio XX V a l e r i a V i c t r i x c e r t a i n no s. 168 - 176 

p r o b a b l e nos. 177 - 195 

Ala Au.susta Ob V i r t u t e m A p p e l l a t a c e r t a i n no s • 196 - 200 

p r o b a b l e nos. 201 - 204 

A l a Augusta Vocontiorurn c e r t a i n no. 205 

Cohors I Aquitanoruoi c e r t a i n no. 206 

Cohors I Cu^ernorum See no. 365 

Cohors I Lin/jonum c e r t a i n no. 207 

probable n o s . 208 - 209 



Cohors .1 Tungrorum c e r t a i n nos. 210 - 217 

p r o b a b l e n o s . 218 - 222 

Cohors I Vangionum c e r t a i n noa . 223 - 228 

p r o b a b l e nos. 229 - 237 

Cohors I I Delmatarum c e r t a i n no. 238 

Cohors IV Lingonum c e r t a i n n o s . 239 - 241 

Cohors V I Kervioruta c e r t a i n no. 242 

Cuneus F r i s i o r u m c e r t a i n no. 243 

p r o b a b l e n o s . 244 - 246 

humerus E n a u d i f r i d i c e r t a i n no. 247 

. V e x i l l a t i o Gaesatoruia Raetorum c e r t a i n n o s . 248 - 250 

V e x i l l a t i o Sueborum c e r t a i n no. 251 

p r o b a b l e nos. 252 - 253 

S e c t i o n B, A l t a r s from a u x i l i a r y u n i t s w i t h o u t o b v i o u s l e g i o n a r y 
a f f i l l a t i o n s . -

Ala Sebosiana c e r t a i n no. 254 

Ala Vettonuni p r o b a b l e nos. 255 - 260 

Al3 I I Asturum c e r t a i n no. 261 

Cohors I Batavorum c e r t a i n n o s . 262 - 268 

p r o b a b l e nos. 269 - 270 

Cohors I A e l i a Dacorura ( 
c e r t a i n n o s . 271 - 290 

p r o b a b l e nos. 291 - 298 

Cohors I Hispanorum c e r t a i n n o s . 299 - 315 

p r o b a b l e nos. 316 - 318 

Cohors I Nervana Germanorum c e r t a i n nos. 319 - 320 

p r o b a b l e n o s . 321 - 323 

Cohors I I Lingonum c e r t a i n no. 324 

p r o b a b l e n o s . 325 - 326 

Cohors I I Kervioruia c e r t a i n nos. 327 - 329 

p r o b a b l e no. (33O 

Cohors I I Thracum c e r t a i n no.' 331 



Co hops V Gailoriim 

Cuneus Frisionurn A'oallavensium 

Numorus Barcariorum 

Numerua Squitum S t r a t o n i c i a n o r u t n 

Kumeru3 :..aurorura 

V e x i l l a t i o . Raetorum 

c e r t a i n 

c e r t a i n 

c e r t a i n 

c e r t a i n 

p robable 

c e r t a i n 

o e r t a i n 

Vo/.E 
S e c t i o n C A l t a r s showing l i n k s w i t h m i l i t a r y workshops 

Main C e n t r e 
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Group 7 

Group 8 

Group 9 
A l t a r s i n a l p h a b e t i c a l of s i t e s 

Carrawburgh 

C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t , L a n c h e s t e r 

South S h i e l d s 

n o s . 332 - 333 

nos. 334 - 335 

no. 336 

no. 337 

nos. 338 - 339 

no. 34O 

no. 341 

nos. 342 

n o s . 359 

nos. 3 6 I 

n o s . 363 

n o s . 376 

n o s . 385 

nos. 395 

n o s . 400 

nos. 407 

n o s . 410 

358 

360 

362 

375 

384 

394 

399 

40 6 

409 

445 

S e c t i o n ~D A l t a r s from o t h e r v/orkshops 
Main c e n t r e 

Group 10 

Group 11 

Group 12 

Group 13 

Group 14 

Group 15 

Group 16 

Group 17 

Group 18 

(^Antonine W a l l ) 

B a n w e l l 

Carrawburgh 

Carrawburgh 

Carrawburgh 

C a r v o r a n 

C a r v o r a n 

C a r v o r a n 

C h e a t e r s 

nos. 446 

noo. 450 

n o s . 455 

nos. 465 

nos. 470 

nos. 472 

nos. 474 

nos. 483 

449 

454 

464 

469 

471 

473 

482 

484 

nos. 485. '- 48£ 



Group 19 C h e a t e r s nos. 469 - 492 

Group 20 C o r b r i d g e nos. 493 - 501 

Group 21 Great C h a s t e r s nos. 502 - 503 

Group 22 Housesteads n o s . 504 - 505 

Group 23 H o u s e s t e a d s nos. 506 - 510 

Group 24 L a n e h e a t e r n o s . 511 - 544 

Group 25 Leeds ! nos. 545 - 548 

Group 26 Maryport nos. 549 - 568 

Group 27 Netherby nos. 569 - 570 

Group 28 Old P e n r i t h nos. 571 - 575 

Group 29 Old P e n r i t h no s . 576 - 579 

Group 30 R u d c h e s t e r nos. 580 - 588 

Group 31 South S h i e l d s n os. 589 - 591 

Group 32 York nos. 592 - 594 

Group 33 York no s . 595 - 596 

Group 34 York n o s . 597 - 598 

Group 35 York nos. 599 - 600 

Group 36 nos. 601 - 6O3 

Group 37 n o s . 604 - 6O7 

Group 38 nos. 608 - 610 

Group 39 nos. 611 - 617 

Group 40 ' no s . 618 - 622 

Group 41 n o s . 623 - 625 

Group 42 nos. 626 - 635 

Group 43 nos. 636 - 638 

A l t a r s a r r a n g e d i n a l p h a b e t i c a l o r der of s i t e s n o s. 639 _ 829 

Concordance t a b l e s w i t h RIB 

1 . I n RIB o r d e r 

2 . I n c a t a l o g u e o r d e r 



I n t r o d u c t i o n 

Of the a l t a r s and fragments of a l t a r s from Northern B r i t a i n , f i f t e e n 

surviving a l t a r s no longer r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l form. A l i s t of these i s 

given i n Appendix T. The catalogue describes the remainder. 

In the catalogue, the stones are arranged i n four sections: 

A. A l t a r s naming legions which may w i t h confidence be ascribed to legionary 

workshops. These are arranged i n the chronological order indicated e i t h e r 

by the i n s c r i p t i o n s or by s t y l i s t i c c r i t e r i a . There f o l l o w a l t a r s which on 

s t y l i s t i c grounds are assignable to i n d i v i d u a l legions; these are arranged 

in alphabetical order of s i t e s . The legions are i n numerical order. A f t e r 

each legion's a l t a r s there are descriptions of the a l t a r s of the a u x i l i a r y 

u n i t s belonging to that legion's "school". These a u x i l i a r y u n i t s are arranged 

i n numerical and alphabetical order of alae and oohortes, and i n alphabetical 

order of ounei. numeri and vexilla,tiones. Where the a t t r i b u t i o n i s c e r t a i n 

the a l t a r s are arranged i n chronological order as above. Where an a t t r i b u t i o n 

i s "probable", the stones are arranged i n alphabetical order of s i t e s . 

B. A l t a r s from a u x i l i a r y workshops which betray no obvious legionary 

influences, followed by stones assignable to these u n i t s . These are arranged 

i n the same order of u n i t s as i n Section A and i n the best chronological order 

fo r a l t a r s of c e r t a i n a t t r i b u t i o n and i n alphabetical order of s i t e s f o r 

"probables." 

C. A l t a r s which probably come from m i l i t a r y workshops but which i t has 

been impossible to assign to any speci f i c u n i t . The stones are arranged i n 

the f i r s t place according to workshops where these can be defined, and 

w i t h i n each group the stones may come from several s i t e s . I n the second 

place a l t a r s are arranged i n alphabetical order of s i t e s . 

D. A l t a r s , possibly from c i v i l i a n workshops, arranged f i r s t as f a r as 
possible i n workshop-groups i s alphabetical order of the main centres of 

each a t e l i e r , and seoondly i n alphabetical order of s i t e s . 

I n a l l sections where a l t a r s are arranged under s i t e s , the stones are 



grouped as f o l l o w s ! f i r s t the inscribed and secondly the uninscribed 

stones, i n descending order of size: f i r s t complete stones, second those 

where only the upper part survives and t h i r d , those where only the lower 

part remains. A l t a r s of uncertain provenance are put l a s t . 

The measurements given are maximum dimensions* Where stones are 

set i n cement, i t has been assumed that the lowest part of the stone i s on 

the same l e v e l as the base of the cement. 

Mouldings are described i n descending order. 

No attempt has been made to give an exhaustive bibliography f o r each 

stone. For the most p a r t , w r i t e r s on Roman a l t a r s have confined t h e i r 

i n t e r e s t to the i n s c r i p t i o n s , and many references deal s o l e l y w i t h epigraphy. 

In the catalogue the reference most useful to the present study i s given. 

Wherever a plate or f i g u r e appears, t h i s referenoe i s preferred, even though 

i t may be older than more recent comments or i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . Where a 

stone i s l o s t , t h a t referenoe i s given whose f i g u r e gives the clearest idea 

of the shape of the a l t a r . I t should be noted t h a t , i n many early 

publications, the f i g u r e bears l i t t l e r e l a t i o n to the actual appearance of 

the stone. The f a i l u r e of some e a r l i e r antiquaries to observe the shape of 

a l t a r s accurately casts doubt on the a u t h e n t i c i t y of t h e i r depiction of the 

form of a l t a r s now l o s t and of t h e i r rendering of the i n s c r i p t i o n s on these 

stones. In the catalogue more than one reference i s given only when a 

second or t h i r d c ontributes m a t e r i a l l y to the object of the study, as f o r 

instance when varying opinions as to the date are advanced, or i f the a l t a r 

i s noted i n a l i s t of stones from a sp e c i f i c s i t e , or i n a catalogue. I f 

the stone i s i l l u s t r a t e d , the LS number i s given. When the a l t a r i s 

published i n the same year both i n a learned journal and i n the Proceedings 

of a learned society, preference i s given to the former. 

The numbers on the photographs i n the f i l i n g drawers r e f e r to the 

catalogue numbers. Let t e r A f o l l o w i n g the number indicates that the 

photograph i s of the side of the shaft} l e t t e r B s i g n i f i e s that the 

pic t u r e i s of the top of the stone. 



SECTION A. 

A l t a r s a t t r i b u t a b l e to Legionary workshops and 

to workshops of a u x i l i a r y u n i t s r e f l e c t i n g 

Legionary s t y l e s * 



1. 

Legio I I Augusta 

The impressive series of distance slabs from the Antonine Wall 

a t t e s t s the s k i l l of the masons of Legio I I Augusta and indicates the 

existence of a strong regimental t r a d i t i o n of stone carving. Indeed, i t 

seems that t h i s legion took especial pride i n the q u a l i t y of the decorative 

stonework f o r which i t was responsible. 

The a l t a r s t y l e s of t h i s legion are clear c u t . Ten a l t a r s and one 

pedestal have survived from i t s workshops and a f u r t h e r eleven a l t a r s 

(nos. 12-22) may be a t t r i b u t e d to i t w i t h confidence. The die i s p l a i n . 

The sides of the shaft i n a l l but one example are l e f t without ornament. 

Bolsters are not an important feature) they are sometimes small and are 

u s u a l l y p l a i n , although two strapped examples survive. Their f r o n t s , i f 

decorated, have c i r c u l a r designs, e i t h e r grooved or rimmed. The focus i s 

generally round w i t h raised rim and may be either flat-bottomed or dished, 

and may have an umbo, sometimes w i t h c e n t r a l depression. The shape of the 

o a p i t a l i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . The fascia i s often moulded and the f a v o u r i t e 

foous mount i s a shallow pediment springing from the b o l s t e r s . Two other 

v a r i a n t s e x i s t : the simpler has a f l a t - t o p p e d foous mount springing from 

the b o l s t e r s ; the other has a semi-circular c e n t r a l p r o f i l e which 

accommodates a roundel s i m i l a r to those decorating the ends of some bo l s t e r s . 

In three instances the name of the god appears on the f a s c i a . Although the 

masons of Legio I I had templets f o r carving oyma mouldings, they preferred 

t o r i and f i l l e t s to separate^ c a p i t a l and base. Where cymas are used, the 

arcs are t a n g e n t i a l . Characteristic enrichments are cable, p e l l e t s and 

chevron. One a l t a r w i t h an unusual focus has a band of rimmed bay leaves, 

set out w i t h compasses, running across the fasoia. This i s a v a r i a n t of 

the moulded f a s c i a . 

The number of dedications made by detachments describing themselves 

as M i l i t e s i s noteworthy and i t i s also i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t most of the a l t a r s 

may be placed i n the pre-Severan period. This no doubt r e f l e c t s the 

d i v i s i o n of m i l i t a r y power i n B r i t a i n a f t e r Septimius Severus 1 v i s i t . I t 



2 . 

i s also i n t e r e s t i n g that the one legionary a l t a r from Caerleon (RIB 324) 
found i n t h i r d century debris, has the same type of moulded c a p i t a l as 
those which survive from Northern B r i t a i n . 



1. The upper part of an a l t a r , s p l i t from top to bottom, from 

Mileoastle 52} now at Lanercost Pr i o r y . 

The stone i s dedicated to Cocidius by soldiers of Legio I I . I t 

i s carved i n cream sandstone and i s I6f- inches high. The width i s 12-ig-

inches and the thickness 11^- inches. The shaft i s 10^- inches wide and 9 

inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t i s 

attached to both f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7)» 

The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 5|r inches; i t i s 1 inch deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded (type 2 ) . 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2), w i t h a pedimented 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s f u l l y moulded only at the f r o n t of the stone} here 

there are a chanfered f i l l e t , a stepped f i l l e t and an ovolo. The sides 

and back are chamfered. 

The stone was found i n the foundations of the fflilecastle. This 

indi c a t e s that i t must be placed i n the period before the b u i l d i n g of the 

stone-wall m i l e c a B t l e . I t may w e l l be of Hadrianic date. 

RIB 1955 

Bruce, Wall 3, 268 wit h f i g . 

2-5* Pour a l t a r s dedicated by Marcus Cocceius Pirmus at Auchendavy} 

now i n the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow. 

Pour a l t a r s and a f i f t h 12) from the same s i t e are c l e a r l y 

from the same workshop and are probably from the same hand. 



Three of the stones are of the same size and have p l a i n b o l s t e r s ; 

the ends of the bol s t e r s of two of t h i s group of three are p l a i n } the 

t h i r d has ends deoorated w i t h a rim and boss. The f o c i of a l l three 

stones are dished w i t h umbo. The mouldings of two of the a l t a r s are 

the same and these both have foous mounts of type 2, t y p i c a l of Legio I I 

One of the stones has an inscribed f a s c i a . 

The f o u r t h of the Cooceius a l t a r s i s larger than the r e s t , has 

double-strapped bolsters and a bigger focus with f l a t bottom and small 

umbo. I t i s l i n k e d w i t h the other stones by i t s mouldings, by the 

s i m i l a r i t y of the c a p i t a l and of the f r o n t of the bo l s t e r s to those of 

one of the other stones, and by the inscribed fasoia which one of the 

group of three also displays. 

The a l t a r s probably date from the mid-second oentury. 

RBRA. 87-103 . 

2. The a l t a r i s dedicated to Diana and Apollo and i s oarved i n 

ooarse sandstone. I t i s broken across the shaft. I t i s 28J inches 

high, 12£- inches wide and 9 inches t h i o k . The shaft i s lOf inohes 

high, 9-4 inohes wide and 5f- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) , the ends decorated w i t h two 

conoentric raised rims. The centre i s sunken. 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h rim and umbo w i t h depressed 

oentre (type A2e). I t i s attached to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l 

(upper surface type 7 ) . I t measures 4f- inohes i n t e r n a l l y and i s f- inch 

deep. 

The fascia i s moulded (type 2 ) . Cabled torus mouldings enclose 

four smaller t o r i . 



5. 

The fooue mount i s "extended", curved under the bolsters (type 5 c ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s formed by a roundel w i t h rim and centre boss 

(type 2). I t i s possible t h a t the back of the c a p i t a l was o r i g i n a l l y 

deoorated i n a s i m i l a r way. 

The a l t a r i s f u l l y carved on three sides. The f o u r t h i s given 

some shape but i s not moulded. The mouldings of the c a p i t a l are three 

stepped-in t o r i . At the base there are two stepped-out t o r i , a oabled 

torus, a large torus, a smaller torus and the p l i n t h * 

BIB 2174 

Maodonald, 429, no. 46) plate LIV, 3 . 

3 . The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and to V i c t o r i o u s V i c t o r y . 

I t i s carved i n coarse sandstone. The height i s 36 inohes and the 

stone i s 14^ inches wide and 12-ig- inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s l l f - inches 

high, 12 -̂ inches wide and 10-jJj- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are double-strapped i n the centre (type A3b). Both 

the back and f r o n t s of the b o l s t e r s are decorated w i t h roundels, dished 

w i t h rim and boss. 

The foous i s c i r o u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom i n the centre of 

which there i s a small boss (type B7b). I t i s attached to the straps 

of the bolsters and to the f r o n t and baok of the c a p i t a l (upper surfaoe 

type 9 )« I t has an i n t e r n a l diameter of 7^ inches and i s 1 inch deep. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth ;and i n s c r i b e d . 

The focus mount i s "extended," curved under the bolsters (type 5o )» 

I t slopes upwards from the bolsters to accommodate a roundel s i m i l a r to 

those deoorating the ends of the b o l s t e r s . There i s an equivalent roundel 

at the baok of the stone. The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s a combination of types 

1 and 2 . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a stepped-



6. 

i n f i l l e t , a cyma reversa moulding based on t a n g e n t i a l arcs and another 

stepped-in f i l l e t . The same mouldings occur a t the base except t h a t 

the bottom-most f i l l e t has degenerated i n t o a cant moulding and t h e r e 

i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 2176 

Macdonald,427-428, no. 44? p l a t e LIV, 1. 

4. The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Genius of the Land of B r i t a i n 

and i s carved i n coarse b u f f sandstone. I t i s broken across the 

s h a f t . I t i s 30-if inches h i g h , 11 inches wide and 8̂ - inches t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s l l > r inches h i g h , 9 inches wide and 64 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , and have p l a i n f r o n t s . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m and umbo w i t h sunken c e n t r e 

( t y p e A2e). I t touches the b o l s t e r s and i s attached to the f r o n t and 

back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 1 0 ) . I t i s 4-g- inches i n 

diameter and - j - i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , and r i s e s to form 

a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i n the shape of a low pediment ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . Both c a p i t a l and base have 

mouldings c u t from the same t e m p l e t . At the c a p i t a l a cyma re v e r s a 

moulding based on t a n g e n t i a l a rcs surmounts a stepped-in f i l l e t . 

At the base, the f i l l e t a d j o i n s the s h a f t and i s stepped o u t . There 

i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 2175 

Macdonald, 429-^30, no. 47; p l a t e LIV, 4. 

5 . The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mars, Minerva, the Goddesses of the 
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parade ground, Hercules, Bpona and V i c t o r y . I t i s carved i n coarse 

buff sandstone and i s broken across the shaft. I t i s 33 inches high, 

1 2 £ inches wide and 8 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 13^- incheB high, 

9-jjj- inches wide and 6£ inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type Ala) w i t h p l a i n f r o n t s . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h rim and umbo (type A2c). I t 

has an i n t e r n a l diameter of 4 f inches and i s £ inch deep. 

The fasoia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth, and ins c r i b e d . 

The foous mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) , and r i s e s to form 

a low pediment ( o e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. The templet used to set out 

the mouldings of the c a p i t a l i s reversed to serve as the pattern f o r 

the base. The c a p i t a l mouldings are a small torus, a cyma reverse 

based on ta n g e n t i a l arcs, and an i n c l i n e d f i l l e t . At the base the 

p l i n t h i s stepped-out. 

RIB 2177 

Maodonald, 428-429, no. 45f plate LIV, 2 . 

6 . The upper part of an a l t a r from Bar H i l l } now i n the 

Hunterian Museum, Glasgow. 

The stone, dedicated to Mars Camulus by Legio I I . i s carved i n 

g r i t t y sandstone. I t i s 21 inches high, 12̂ - inches wide and 10^ 

inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 10£ inches wide and 9 inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The sides of the shaft are ornamented. On the dexter side only the 

handle of a s a c r i f i c i a l implement remains) i t i s impossible to determine 

whether t h i s has been an axe, k n i f e or patera, but as the s i n i s t e r side 

bears a representation of a patera, i t seems l i k e l y t h a t the r e l i e f was 
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of e i t h e r a k n i f e or axe. 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l and strapped in the centre with a 

double, narrow strap (type A3a). At the front of the s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r 

there are two concentric grooves, an i n d i c a t i o n of the o r i g i n a l 

ornamentation. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r with a f l a t rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). 

I t i s attached to the front and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 

7 ) . I t i s now broken but had an i n t e r n a l measurement of c«5 inches? the 

depth i s -ijr i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s moulded (type 2 ) . 

The focus mount i s "extended" and curved under the b o l s t e r s (type 

5b), r i s i n g to a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e (type l ) . The pediment i s 

o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f and encloses an indeterminate object, possible a pine 

cone, the bust of a god or even a f u l l length figure of Mars with spear 

and s h i e l d . I n the present damaged state of the stone i t i s d i f f i c u l t 

to be sure that the apparent object i s not f o r t u i t o u s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

f i l l e t decorated with chevron ornamentation, a torus decorated with a 

band of p e l l e t s , another f i l l e t and a p l a i n torus moulding. 

The stone must belong to the second century and probably, i f the 

"extended" foous mount i s a guide, to the l a t e Antonine period. 

BIB 2166 

Maodonald, 426, no. 43; plate L I I I , 4« 

7* An a l t a r from Housesteads; now in Chesters Museum. 

The a l t a r , dedicated to J u p i t e r , Cocidius and the Genius of t h i s 

Place by s o l d i e r s of Legio I I on garrison duty at Housesteads, i s carved 

i n sandstone. I t i s 19̂ - inches high, lOJr inches wide and 1\ inches t h i c k . 
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The shaft i s 9 f inohes high, 8̂ - inches wide and 6fe inches t h i c k . 
The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The f r o n t s are damaged. 

The focus i s i n the form of an eleven-petalled flower w i t h centre 

boss. I t measures 3 -̂ inches i n t e r n a l l y and i s inch deep. 

The fasoia i s moulded (type 2 ) , and i s decorated w i t h a band of four 

p a i r s of bay leaves i n r e l i e f , set out w i t h compasses. 

The focua mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s a shallow, convex aro $type 2 ) , 

o u t l i n e d by a bead moulding. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l 

there are two torus mouldings, the lower chamfered to the shaft . At the 

base there i s an angular torus, another torus and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

Dr. J a r r e t t suggests a t h i r d century date f o r the a l t a r , ^ * but 

s t y l i s t i c a l l y i t f i t s best i n t o the seoond century. The moulded f a s c i a , 

the form of the focus and the pattern of semi-circles used to form a le a f 

design, which may be p a r a l l e l e d on a l t a r s from Stockstadt dated A.D. 167 

and from Kastell-Jagathausen dated A.D. 179,^" place i t most happily i n 

the Antonine period. 

RIB 1583 

Haverfield, AA2 XXV, 281, no. 8> 280, f i g . 4 1 . 

8 . The upper part of an a l t a r from near Eousesteads Mileoastle 

(no. 37)? now i n Cheaters Museum. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by soldiers of Legio I I . I t i s 

14f inohes high, 8 J inches wide and 7 f inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 7^ 

1. Arch. Camb. 113, 60. 

2. CIL X I I I , 6634, 6636. 

3. ORL Lieferung XXXII Band IV no. 41, 42-43, no. 3J 43, f i g * 6. 
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inches wide and 5f- inches t h i c k . 

The die and sides of the shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) , and are small f o r the size 

of the a l t a r . 

The focus i s e l l i p t i c a l , dished w i t h rim (type A2b). The long 

axis i s from f r o n t to back of the c a p i t a l . I t measures 4f- inches from 

f r o n t to back and 4 inches from side to side. The depth i s J inch. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , w i t h h o r i z o n t a l grooves 

marking the t r a n s i t i o n to mouldings and focus mount. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . 

The a l t a r i s f u l l y moulded on a l l four sides, although only w i t h 

a stepped f i l l e t . 

The a l t a r probably dates from the same period as that found at 

Housesteads, that i s from Antonine times. 

RIB 1582 

Clayton, AA I V 1 , 273 and f i g u r e . 

Budge, 329-330, no. 141. 

9. An a l t a r found near Milecastle 65} now i n T u l l i e House Museum, 

C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r , dedicated to Mars Cocidius by soldiers of Legio I I . 

i s carved i n red sandstone. I t i s 18 inches high, 8£ inches wide and 

7-g- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 10£ inches high, 7 inches wide and 6 

inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , and damaged at both f r o n t and 

back. 

There i s no focus. 
The fas c i a i s moulded (type 2). 
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The foouB-mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2). 

The upper p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t (type 10). 

The a l t a r has i r r e g u l a r mouldings on three sides. At the c a p i t a l , 

below the torus moulding of the fa s c i a , there i s a bead or small torus 

moulding and a stepped-in f i l l e t ; the l a t t e r i s decorated w i t h a band of 

incised chevron. At the base of the stone there i s a torus moulding which 

becomes a simple chamfer at each side. 

There i s nothing except the absence of a foeua to suggest that t h i s 

a l t a r i s l a t e r than the second oentury. Even t h i s might be explained by 

the lack of s k i l l of the mason who carved the stone, f o r i t i s not an 

example of Legio I I ' s best work. I t seems best therefore to place i t i n 

the second century, as Professor B i r l e y suggests. 

RIB 2024 

B i r l e y , CW2 L I , 70-72. 

TH. Cat., 12-13, no. 31. 

10. A pedestal from Corbridgej now i n Corbridge Museum. 

The pedestal i s dedicated by Legio I I to the Di s c i p l i n e of the 

Emperors and i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 45 inches high, 23 inches 

wide and 19-g- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 28-g- inches high, 17-g- inches wide 

and 14-4- inches t h i c k . 

The top of the stone i s f l a t . 

The stone i s moulded on four sides. Below a narrow f i l l e t , a cyma 

recta , w i t h convex arc p r o j e c t i n g f a r t h e r than would be the case i n 

c l a s s i c a l renderings of the moulding, surmounts two stepped-in oyraa 

reverse mouldings and a stepped-in f i l l e t . The base mouldings are damaged 

at the f r o n t of the stone but at the sides there i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , 

a stepped, f l a t t e n e d scotia, a f i l l e t , a cyma reverse based on ta n g e n t i a l 

arcs, and a small s c o t i a . 
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The f r o n t and back of the stone have been given t h e i r f i n a l rubbing 

down by the mason, but the sides, s t i l l show the preliminary work. The 

drafted margins s t i l l survive; the surplus stone has not been punched 

away, although the topmost s i x inches of the shaft have been treated w i t h 

point and c h i s e l . 

From i t s dedication the pedestal cannot be e a r l i e r than A.D. 161-169 

and, since i t was found on the steps of the underground strong-room of 

the Headquarters b u i l d i n g of the Western Compound, may w e l l be Severan. 

RIB 1127 

Richmond, AAj* XXI, 167} plate Xo. 

11. An a l t a r from Corbridge} now b u i l t i n t o the north w a l l of 

Orchard House, Corbridge. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Silvanus by a v e x i l l a t i o n of Legio I I 

Augusta and of another formation whose name does not survive. The a l t a r 

i s carved i n buff sandstone. I t i s inches high and 20̂ - inches wide. 

The shaft i s 11 inches high and 17§- inches wide. 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The bolsters have p l a i n ends. A groove at the lower edge emphasises 

t h e i r presence. 

The focus i s now b u i l t i n . 

The fas c i a i s "enlarged", curved under the bolsters (type 5)» 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t (type l l ) . 

At the f r o n t of both c a p i t a l and base the a l t a r displays two t o r i . 

One l i n e of the i n s c r i p t i o n appears on the base. 

The a l t a r i s of good thi r d - c e n t u r y s t y l e and must be the l a t e s t i n 

the series of Legio I I a l t a r s . 

RIB 1136 

Haverfield, NCH X, 498, no. 6. 



A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Legio I I 

Augusta« 

12. The upper part of an a l t a r from Auchendavy; now i n the 

Hunterian Museum, Glasgow. 

The a l t a r I s dedioated to Silvanus and i s oarvekd i n oream coloured 

sandstone. I t i s inohes high, 7-jjj- inches wide and 6̂- inches t h i c k . 

The shaft i s 6^ inohes wide and 5^ inches t h i o k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , w i t h p l a i n f r o n t s . 

The focus i s o i r o u l a r , dished w i t h rim and umbo w i t h sunken oentre 

(type A2e). I t i s attached to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper 

surface type 7). I t has an i n t e r n a l diameter of 3 inches and i s inch 

deep. 

The fasoia i s rectangular (type l ) , deep. 

The foous mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2), and r i s e s to form 

a low pediment ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. The o a p i t a l mouldings are a 

torus and cant moulding whioh may be a badly carved cyma reverse, and a 

very small torus. 

The fasoia, the focus mount and the mouldings of the small stone 

suggest that i t comes from the same workshop as the a l t a r s dediosted by 

M. Cocoeius Firmus. I t i s probably of mid-seoond-oentury date. 

RIB 2178 

Macdonald, 430, no. 43) plate LIV. 5. 

13. An a l t a r from Bewoastle) now i n T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the D i s c i p l i n e of the Emperor, although 

t h i s i s a seoondary t e x t . I t i s carved i n cream sandstone and i s 40f-
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inches high. I t i s lljt inches wide and 16 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 
2 0 j inches high, 15 inches wide and 13 inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type Ala) and have p l a i n f r o n t s . 

The focus i s damaged but has been c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h rim (type 

A2b). I t i s attached to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface 

type 7). The maximum i n t e r n a l measurement i s now 6|- inches. The depth 

i s 1^- inches. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded (type 2). 

The foous mount i s "extended" (type 5c), curving upwards to form a 

truncated gable as the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e (type l/3)« There i s no d i s t i n c t i o n 

between the plane of the b o l s t e r s and t h a t of the foous mount, a feature 

which may be p a r a l l e l e d on the fasciae of a l t a r s of Conors I Baetasiorum 

from Bar H i l l ( 80) and Ala Vocontiorum from Newstead 205). The 

focus mount i s decorated w i t h two dolphins i n r e l i e f w i t h b i f u r c a t e d t a i l s , 

and f i n s emerging from t h e i r heads and chests, which confront each other 

on each side of what appears to be e i t h e r a vase or a buoranium r e s t i n g 

on an a l t a r . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. Below the two t o r i of the fascia 

there are four stepped-in small t o r i . At the base, set above a p l i n t h 

and large torus moulding, there are three stepped-out t o r i . 

The a l t a r was found i n the sacaHum p i t of the P r i n c i p l e where i t 

had been used fo r f i l l i n g up a f t e r the destruction of c.297. The secondary 

i n s c r i p t i o n i s said to be i n t h i r d - c e n t u r y l e t t e r i n g . The a l t a r i t s e l f 

i s more at home i n the second century and there i s no reason why t h i s 

should not be so since i t could e a s i l y have been re-used i n the Severan 

age or l a t e r . 

The a l t a r accordsi best w i t h those carved by masons of Legio I I and 

the q u a l i t y of the workmanship i s appropriate to men trained i n i t s schools. 

RIB 990. 
Richmond, Hodgson, St. Joseph, CW2 XXXVIII, 210; f i g . 11 faoing 210. 
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14* An uninscribed a l t a r from CameIonj now i n the National Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n g r i t t y sandstone. I t i s 15^ inches high, 

5i?- inches wide and 5jf inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 6J- inches high, 4f- inches 

wide and 4§- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . 

The focus i s o i r o u l a r , dished w i t h rim (type A2b). I t measures i f -

inohes i n t e r n a l l y and i s -g- inch deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded (type 2 ) . One f i l l e t and f i v e small bead 

mouldings are set v e r t i c a l l y above each other. Two of the t o r i have been 

cable-moulded. 

The focus mount i s "extended", curved under the bolsters (type 5°)* 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l at both back and f r o n t i s formed by a 

roundel i n r e l i e f which echoes the ends of the b o l s t e r s . This gives a 

semi-circular p r o f i l e of type 2. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l the t r a n s i t i o n 

to the shaft i s effected by an ovolo. The base i s chamfered. 

The a l t a r may w e l l belong w i t h those carved by masons of Legio I I . 

I t accords best w i t h t h e i r general s t y l e s . 

Museum no. FX336 

15. An uninscribed a l t a r from Carrawburgh; now i n the Museum at 

Cheaters. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone and i s 13^ inches high. I t i s c l­

inches wide and 7 inches deep. The shaft i s 6 inches high, 5§" inches 

wide and 6£ inches t h i c k . 
The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are strapped i n the centre (type A2b). The ends are 
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damaged. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished with rim and large umbo (type A2c). 

I t i s attached to the straps of the bolsters and to the f r o n t and back 

off the c a p i t a l (upper surface type S>)« The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 4^ 

inches and the depth i s \ inch. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The foous mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) , r i s i n g to a low 

pediment ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 

t o r i and a stepped-in f i l l e t and at the base, two stepped-out f i l l e t s and 

a p l i n t h . 

The shape of the focus mount suggests that t h i s a l t a r i s the work 

of a mason trained i n the workshops of Legio I I . I t probably belongs to 

the second century. 

Budge, 314, no. 79* 

Cheaters Cat., 27, no. I65. 

16. An a l t a r from the baths b u i l d i n g inside Castlecary f o r t } now 

i n the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Fortuna by a v e x i l l a t i o n of Legio I I and 

Legio V I . I t i s carved i n sandstone, and i s 29 inches high, 14 inches 

wide and 12̂ - inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 11-g- inches high, \2\ inches wide 

and 11 inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type Ala) and are now damaged. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and umbo (type A2c). I t i s 6ir inches 

wide i n t e r n a l l y and 1 inch deep. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2), and r i s e s to a 

pediment ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . 



The a l t a r I s moulded on three sides* At the c a p i t a l a stepped-in 

f i l l e t i s placed above a oyma reverse moulding. Another stepped-in 

f i l l e t completes the scheme. The base mouldings are s i m i l a r exoept 

that the f i l l e t s are stepped-out and a stepped-out p l i n t h replaoes the 

topmost f i l l e t of the c a p i t a l . 

The general s t y l e of t h i s a l t a r i s s i m i l a r to that of Legio I I 

although the oyma moulding, based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs, i s of a type 

favoured by Legio V I . I t may be that here masons from both u n i t s were 

associated w i t h the work. The a l t a r i s included w i t h those of Legio I I 

as i t most nearly resembles other stones of that l e g i o n . The a l t a r most 

probably dates from the second century. 

RIB 2146 

Maodonald, 419-420, no. 35» plate 1XXIV, 2. 

17* The upper part of an a l t a r , now l o s t , from Castlecary. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Mother Goddesses by s o l d i e r s . The 

name of the u n i t i s not preserved. 

Horsley's f i g u r e of t h i s stone, f o r which no dimensions e x i s t , shows 

the a l t a r to have had a p l a i n die and probably a p l a i n shaft. 

The bolsters are small and p l a i n (type A l a ) , the centre of the o i r c l e 

being indicated on the f r o n t of each. 

The focus i s e l l i p t i c a l , set w i t h the long axis from back to f r o n t 

of the stone, and has a rim (type A2b or B6a). 

The fas c i a i s moulded (type 2 ) , two t o r i surmounting an inscribed 

rectangular member. 

There i s apparently no focus mount apart from a small roundel i n 

the centre of the f r o n t of the o a p i t a l . 

The a l t a r has mouldings on at least three sides of the stone. These 

are two stepped-in f i l l e t s . 



The moulded f a s c i a , the e l l i p t i c a l focus which may be p a r a l l e l e d 

on a legionary stone from near Housesteads (8), and the c e n t r a l roundel 

at the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l place t h i s stone most happily w i t h those 

of Legio I I . 

RIB 2147 

Horsley, 201, Scot, XXI. 

18. The upper part of an a l t a r from Castlesteads} now at 

Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to J u p i t e r . I t i s carved i n red sandstone. 

The stone i s 11 inches high, 8ir inches wide and 3-J- inches t h i c k . The 

shaft i s 6̂- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 6J- inches wide and 2 inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the d e x t e r s i d e of the shaft t h e r e are two headB, as i f of 

serpents. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The f r o n t s are damaged. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h rim (type A2b). The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s 2-g- inches} the depth i s 1 inch. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. At the sides 

of the c a p i t a l the fascia i s decorated w i t h a band of bay leaves, based 

on semi-circles and set out w i t h compasses. 

The foous mount i s from the b o l s t e r s (type 2). The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

i s now f l a t (type 10) but may once have been pedimented. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s 

now damaged but at the sides there are two t o r i , a larger torus, a 

f i l l e t and a chamfered f i l l e t . 

The decoration of the fascia suggests t h a t the mason responsible 

fo r t h i s a l t a r had been trained i n the workshop of Legio I I and t h a t 

the stone dates from the Antonine period. 

RIB_ 1985 C a r l i s l e , Arch. X I , 67} plate 5, f i g . 13* 
LS 429 Collingwood, CW2 208, no. 3» 
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19« An a l t a r from Chesterholmj now i n Cheaters Museum. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 

32£ inches high, 15 inches wide and 12-^ inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 13̂ -

inches high, 12 inches wide and 9 j inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n w i t h a c e n t r a l groove (type A2a). The ends 

are p l a i n . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). From the 

dish, handles p r o j e c t towards the back and f r o n t of the stone. The focus 

measures i n t e r n a l l y 6 inches and i s §• inch deep. 

The fas c i a i s moulded (type 2 ) . 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2). 

The oentral p r o f i l e i s now f l a t , but i t probably once had a small 

p r o j e c t i o n . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a cyma 

reversa moulding. At the base there are three shallow stepped-out f i l l e t s 

and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The moulded fascia and the focus mount place t h i s stone i n the second 

century. I n spite of the grooved bolsters i t f i t s i n best w i t h those 

carved by masons of Legio I I . I t may be noted that there i s evidence of 

t h i s legion's b u i l d i n g at Chesterholm (RIB I7O7). 

RIB 1689 

Haverfield, AA3 X I I , 203, n o i 2} p l a t e , 200. 

20. An a l t a r w i t h defaced i n s c r i p t i o n from I l k l e y ; now i n I l k l e y 

Museum. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n coarse sandstone. I t i s 30j inches high, 16 

inches wide and 17 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s I 8 f inches high; i t tapers 

towards the top and has mean dimensions of 13 inches wide and 12-g- inches 

t h i c k . 
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The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type Ala) and have p l a i n f r o n t s . 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t 

measures i n t e r n a l l y 4 j inches and i s -g- inoh deep. 

There i s no f a s o i a . 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s , " (type 2 ) , r i s i n g to a low 

pediment ( o e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 

stepped-in f i l l e t s , the lower s l i g h t l y f l a r i n g ; * At the base there i s 

one stepped-out f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s not of the best workmanship. In general s t y l e i t f i t s 

best i n t o the second century and i s s i m i l a r i n type to other stones carved 

by masons of Legio I I . 

RIB 634 

Woodward, YAJ XXVIII, 320. 

21. An uninsoribed a l t a r from Lanchesterj now i n the south porch 

of Lanchester church. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n g r i t t y sandstone. I t i s 16^ inches high, 8 

inches wide and 6 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s inches high, 7^ inches 

wide and 5 inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On each side of the shaft there i s an eight-spoked wheel i n r e l i e f . 

The b o l s t e r s are small and p l a i n (type A l a ) . 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h rim and umbo w i t h c e n t r a l depression 

(type A2e). I t i s attached to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper 

surface type 7 ) . I t measures 3-g- inches i n t e r n a l l y and i s inch deep. 

The fasoia i s moulded (type 2 ) . 

The foous mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2), r i s i n g to a low 
pediment ( o e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . 



21 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. Below the small torus of the 

fa s c i a , two other t o r i appear, the lower ohamfered to the shaft. At the 

base, there are two small t o r i and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r seems to belong to the second century and i t s general shape 

i s s i m i l a r to those carved by masons of Legio I I . The presence of the 

wheel decoration on the shaft i s perhaps i n d i c a t i v e of a dedication i n 

paint either to Jupiter or to the C e l t i c Taranis. In view of the c l a s s i c a l 

form of the a l t a r , the former seems the more l i k e l y . 

22. The upper part of an a l t a r of unknown provenance} now i n the 

Hunterian Museum, Glasgow. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t now measures 15 inches 

high, lOj- inches wide and 9̂ - inches t h i c k . The shaft i s much damaged 

but appears to have been about 7-£- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n but i t i s impossible to say whether the shaft has 

been decorated, f o r l i t t l e remains. 

The b o l s t e r s are damaged but seem to have been p l a i n (type A l a ) . 

The foous i s broken but has been c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h rim (type A2b). 

I t may have oversailed the b o l s t e r s (upper surface type 5)« I t i s 1 inch 

deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded (type 2 ) . Two small t o r i and a larger torus 

decorated w i t h a band of p e l l e t s are set v e r t i c a l l y one above the other. 

The foous mount i s very damaged. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. The moulding separating the 

c a p i t a l from the shaft i s a clumsy cant moulding. 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to place t h i s a l t a r but, i n view of the p e l l e t 

decoration which appears on an a l t a r of Legio I I . i t i s possible that the 

mason responsible f o r the stone had been trained or influenced by t h i s 

l e gion. I t i s probably of second century date. 

RIB 2214 

T i t . Hunt.. 77-78, no. 34; plate X I I , f i g . 5. 
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Legio VI V i c t r i x Pia F i d e l i s 

The sculpture of the monumental b u i l d i n g i n s c r i p t i o n s erected by 

Legio VI i s not impressive. Although two distance slabs from near 

Duntocher are of unusual design, two others seem to be inept attempts 

to copy a pattern i n the design book of Legio I I Augusta, while the 

s c a l e - f i l l e d pelta of another r e f l e c t s the decoration of a commemorative 

t a b l e t of Legio XX. Slabs from Brougham, Corbridge and Halton Chesters 

achieve a higher standard but even then f a l l short of excellence. 

Twenty-three a l t a r s mentioning Legio VI survive. Of these, s i x 

have panelled dies and another encloses the i n s c r i p t i o n i n a wreath. Two 

others have had p i l a s t e r s , e i t h e r f l u t e d or baluster-shaped, at the corners 

of the shaft. The sides of the shaft are fr e q u e n t l y adorned wi t h 

representations of s a c r i f i c i a l implements and vessels or wi t h depictions 

of d e i t i e s or t h e i r a t t r i b u t e s . 

I f the two a l t a r s from the River Tyne at Newcastle are associated 

w i t h the a r r i v a l of Legio VI i n B r i t a i n or wi t h the b u i l d i n g of the bridge 

which must have been part of the Hadrianic plan f o r the northern f r o n t i e r , 

i t i s clear that the u n i t brought w i t h i t w e l l defined s t y l e s . I n 

p a r t i c u l a r , the flat-bottomed rectangular focus, bolsters with geometric 

patterns and the ansate panel enclosing the f i r s t l i n e of the i n s c r i p t i o n 

may be noted. The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c bolster of Legio VI i s cigar-shaped, 

although p l a i n and baluster types appear. Bolsters are sometimes 

decorated w i t h straps or grooves; incised bay-leaf i s to be seen on the 

a l t a r s from the River Tyme. Foci may be rectangular or c i r c u l a r , f l a t -

bottomed or dished, but only r a r e l y are f o c i given umbones. 

A popular focus mount of the legion springs from the bolsters (type 

2) , and takes the form of two concave arcs linked by a ho r i z o n t a l ( c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e type 3)« Gabled focus mounts ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) are also 

common. 

The cyma reverse moulding w i t h o u t l i n e based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs 

i s used, although t o r i and f i l l e t s are also popular. 
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• The influence of Legio VI'a styles on the a u x i l i a r y u n i t s of 
the north i s marked. This i s not s u r p r i s i n g , since York was the legionary 
f o r t r e s s nearest to most of t h e i r stations and, a f t e r the Severan d i v i s i o n 
of B r i t a i n , was the headquarters of the army of the northern f r o n t i e r . 
What i s perhaps remarkable i s the speed w i t h which the legion's influence 
made i t s e l f f e l t . By the Antonine period the legion was supplying templets 
to a u x i l i a r y masons, and many of t h e i r a l t a r s r e f l e c t legionary s t y l e s . 
In p a r t i c u l a r the cigar-shaped bolster and the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of types 
3 and 5 nay b® noted. The practice of framing the die w i t h p i l a s t e r s may 
also spring from Legio VI's i n s p i r a t i o n , together w i t h the a f f e c t i o n f o r 
hi g h l y ornamented shafts. This i s not to suggest however that the 
a u x i l i a r y u n i t s of the Antonine period who drew templets and ideas from 
Legio VI. had no w e l l established regimental t r a d i t i o n s of sculpture. 
Indeed, the wide v a r i e t y of f o c i carved by the masons of Cohors I I Tungrorum 
and Cohors I Hamiorum Sagittariorum strongly suggests that other influences 
had been at work and t h a t these patterns had come from another source, 
possibly from Legio IX Hispana. 

From the Severan period onwards i t i s to be expected that the 

influence of Legio VI w i l l become paramount, although masons might pick up 

ideas from the sculpture of detachments of other legions seconded f o r 

special duties, as f o r instance i n the legionary compounds at CTorbridge, 

or from c i v i l i a n masons. Commanding o f f i c e r s from the Continent may also 

have proved useful disseminators of new styles and m o t i f s . 

23« An a l t a r from the River Tyne at Newcastle} now i n the Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle - upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Neptune by Legio V I . I t i s carved i n buff 
sandstone and i s 48̂ - inches high. I t i s 19^ inches wide and 12^ inches 

t h i c k . The shaft i s 28 inches high, 16 wide and 8-J- inches t h i c k . The 
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a l t a r stands upon a base 8 inohes high, 24 inches wide and 18 inches t h i c k . 
The d i e , i n a sunken panel o u t l i n e d by a cyma moulding and stepped 

f i l l e t , i s 20£ inches high and 9£ inches wide. The f i r s t l i n e of the 

i n s c r i p t i o n i s on the f a s c i a . The die i t s e l f accommodates two f u r t h e r 

l i n e s of i n s c r i p t i o n and, i n r e l i e f , a dolphin entwined around a t r i d e n t . 

The dexter and s i n i s t e r sides of the shaft bear moulded panels s i m i l a r 

to those of the die but these are without r e l i e f s . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l , deoorated w i t h incised bay-leaf and 

girded i n the middle by cabled straps (type A 2 f ) . The ends are adorned 

by f i v e - p e t a l l e d rosettes i n r e l i e f . 

The foous i s rectangular w i t h a rim, t r i a n g u l a r i n section, and a 

f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t measures i n t e r n a l l y 4^ inches from side to 

side and 2jr inches from f r o n t to back. The depth i s about 1 inch. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth, w i t h l e t t e r i n g 

i n an ansate, sunken panel out l i n e d by a bead moulding. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . The upper p r o f i l e 

i s formed by twin p a i r s of concave and convex arcs which meet i n the 

centre of the c a p i t a l (type 6 ) . The curving l i n e of the p r o f i l e i s 

emphasised by bead mouldings which terminate i n two reversed s c r o l l s at 

the c e n t r e - f r o n t . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l f r o n t there i s 

a small torus moulding, a cyma reverse based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs and a 

stepped i n f i l l e t . The base mouldings are the same but i n reverse. 

The a l t a r probably came from a shrine on the bridge across the River 

Tyne. This bridge must have been b u i l t i n the early stages of the develop­

ment of the Eadrianic f r o n t i e r and may w e l l have been erected by Legio VI 

on i t s a r r i v a l from Vetera. I f so, the a l t a r and i t s counterpart (24) 

no doubt r e f l e c t the work of legionary masons c i r c a A.D. 122. 

RIB 1319 

Spain and Bosanquet, NCH X I I I , 543, no. 1} 544, f i g . , no. 1. 

Cat. Ant., 67, no. 44l p l a t e IV, facing 67* 



24* An a l t a r from the Riv e r Tyne, Newcastle} now i n the Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Hewoastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Ocean by Legio V I and i s carved i n h u f f 

sandstone. I t i s 48J inohes h i g h , 19^- inches wide and 11^- inches t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s 27§ inohes h i g h , 16 inohes wide and 8 i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The d i e i s 21 inohes h i g h and 9 £ inches wide. I t i s enclosed by a 

cyma moulding and stepped-in f i l l e t . The f i r s t l i n e o f the i n s c r i p t i o n 

i s carved on t h e f a s o i a . Two o t h e r l i n e s and an anchor i n r e l i e f appear 

on the d i e i t s e l f . 

The d e x t e r and s i n i s t e r s i des of the s h a f t bear moulded panels 

s i m i l a r t o those o f the d i e but w i t h o u t r e l i e f s * 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l , decorated w i t h an i n c i s e d b a y - l e a f 

p a t t e r n and bound by cabled s t r a p s ( t y p e A 2 f ) . At the f r o n t the ends 

are damaged but i t i s c l e a r t h a t they have had r o s e t t e s w i t h p e t a l s 

o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f and separated by a p e l l e t . 

The foouB i s r e c t a n g u l a r w i t h r i m , t r i a n g u l a r i n s e c t i o n , and f l a t 

bottom ( t y p e B$a). 

The f a s o i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth, w i t h one l i n e 

of i n s c r i p t i o n i n an ansate p a n e l . The shape o f t h i s panel i s d i f f e r e n t 

from t h a t of 23 f o r the sunken ansae are separated from the r e c t a n g u l a r 

panel by a moulding. 

The f o c u s mount i s damaged but was a p p a r e n t l y s i m i l a r t o t h a t of 

23 ("tyP© 2 ) , and had the same s c r o l l design a t the c a p i t a l f r o n t . The 

back o f the o a p i t a l has a o e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 6. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r Bides. At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a small 

t o r u s moulding, a cyma r e v e r s a based on i n t e r s e c t i n g a rcs and a stepped-

i n f i l l e t . The order o f these mouldings i s r e v e r s e d a t the base. 

The a l t a r i s a p a i r w i t h 23 and must date from the same p e r i o d , 

p r o b a b l y c i r c a A.D. 122. 

RIB 1320 

Spain and Bosanquet, NCH X I I I , 543, no. 2} 544, fig«, no. 2 . 

Cat. Ant.. 67-68, no. 46} p l a t e IV, f a c i n g 67. 
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25* An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Slack, near S t a i n l a n d . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to Fortune by (Jaius Antonius Modestus, 

c e n t u r i o n o f Legio V I * No dimensions f o r t h i s a l t a r are preserved. 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The s h a f t has had a g u t t u s carved on the d e x t e r s i d e . 

The b o l s t e r s , from Grough's i l l u s t r a t i o n , are of type A l a ( c y l i n d r i c a l ) . 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t appears t o be 

at t a c h e d t o the f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l , and may have had an umbo. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The f o c u s mount i s "from t h e b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , and curves upwards 

t o form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f pedimented shape ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . There seems to have 

been a t o r u s and cyma r e v e r s e moulding a t the c a p i t a l and f o u r t o r i a t 

the base* 

The a l t a r i B p r o b a b l y o f Ha d r i a n i c date f o r t h e r e i s no evidence o f 

the o c c u p a t i o n of Slack ctfteft c.A.D. 140. 

RIB 624 

Gough, I I I , 36} p l a t e I , f i g . 5, f a c i n g 34. 

Richmond, I.A., H u d d e r s f i e l d i n Roman Times. 41} 40, f i g . 24« 

26. An a l t a r from Chesterholmj now i n the u n d e r c r o f t o f the 

Chapter L i b r a r y , Durham. 

The a l t a r , d e d i c a t e d t o the Fortune o f t h e Roman People by Gaius 

J u l i u s R a e t i c u s , c e n t u r i o n o f Legio V I . i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. 

I t i s 41-g- inches h i g h , 24 inches wide and 12-g- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 

i s 14|- inches h i g h , 20^ inohes wide and 9f- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the s h a f t t h e r e i s a g u t t u s w i t h o v o i d body, 
l o n g neck, s m a l l , spouted mouth and concave p e d e s t a l base ( t y p e B l ) . 
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There i s also a long-handled s t r a i n e r placed o b l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl 

towards t h e base and f r o n t o f the stone. The bowl i s oarved w i t h base 
1 . 

uppermost, as i s the pa t e r a on a tombstone from Bingenj "t'he dished 

o a v i t y o f the s t r a i n e r appears as an umbo • There i s al s o a f l a n g e f o r 

s teadying t h e v e s s e l . I n a d d i t i o n t o these v e s s e l s , t h e r e i s a k n i f e 

o f type 3 (broad-bladed w i t h the b l u n t side of the blade s l o p i n g i n towards 

the t i p ) . The s i n i s t e r side o f the s h a f t has a c a r v i n g o f a f i n e p a t e r a 

w i t h umbo w i t h depressed c e n t r e , and f l u t e d , ram-headed handle which 

g r i p s the r i m o f the bowl on each s i d e . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . They are not set a t the edges 

o f the c a p i t a l and are f l a n k e d by a c r o t e r i a a t each c o r n e r . The ends o f 

the b o l s t e r s are decorated w i t h q u a t r e f o i l r o s e t t e s o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f , w i t h 

c e n t r e boss and set w i t h i n a p l a i n border. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h l a r g e , t h i c k r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t measures 

5 inches i n t e r n a l l y from side to side and i s 1-̂ - inches deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

There i s no fo c u s mount, a l t h o u g h the a c r o t e r i a s p r i n g from a f i l l e t 

which runs across the f u l l w i d t h o f the c a p i t a l . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

stepped-in f i l l e t , a cynia r e v e r s a based on t a n g e n t i a l arcs and a small 

t o r u s . These mouldings are reversed a t the base of t h e stone. 

The a l t a r f i t s best i n t o the second c e n t u r y , and i n t o the e a r l y 

p a r t o f the p e r i o d . I t may w e l l be Ha d r i a n i c . 

RIB 1684 

Bruce, Wall 3, 211 w i t h f i g . 

Cat. Durh. 36-37, no. XLIV; f i g . , 36. 

1 . Bsp. V I I I , 163, no. 6126. 
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27 • An a l t a r , now l o s t , from near C a s t l e c a r y f o r t . 

The a l t a r i a d e d i c a t e d by Gaius J u l i u s Speratus, a s o l d i e r of 

Legio V I . I t i s s a i d t o be about 20 inches h i g h . 

From the drawing i n RIB, taken from a manuscript sketch, i t i 3 

c l e a r t h a t the die was p l a i n . 

I t i s imp o s s i b l e t o comment on the b o l s t e r s , except t o say t h a t 

they had p l a i n ends. 

Nothing i s known of the f o c u a . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged", curved under the b o l a t e r s ( t y p e 5 )» 

The a l t a r d i s p l a y s mouldings a t c a p i t a l and base. At the c a p i t a l , 

these seetaJto have been a stepped-in f i l l e t and a cyma reverse moulding. 

At the baBe t h e r e seems t o have been a stepped-out f i l l e t , an i n v e r t e d 

cyma r e v e r s a moulding and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r , w i t h i t s cyma mouldings f i t s i n w e l l i n t o the s t y l e s o f 

Legio V I i n the second c e n t u r y . 

RIB 2151 

Known o n l y from a ms. drawing. See RIB. 

28. An a l t a r from the f o o t of Croy H i l l } now i n the N a t i o n a l 

Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the Nymphs by a v e x i l l a t i o n o f Legio V I 

and i s carved i n sandstone. The dexter corner of the base i s l o s t . 

The a l t a r i s 36^ inches h i g h , 17 inches wide and 13f inches t h i c k . The 

s h a f t i s 16£ inches h i g h , 13f- inches wide and 12 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are cigar-shaped, and e n c i r c l e d by a deep c e n t r a l 

groove ( t y p e B2a). The ends are damaged. 

The focua i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m , ( t y p e A2b). I t i s attached 

to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l and touches the b o l s t e r s (upper 



20. 

s u r f a c e type 1 0 ) . I t measures 7-§- inches i n t e r n a l l y and i s 1-g- inches deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow, and i s i n s c r i b e d . 

As the f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l i s damaged i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o e s t a b l i s h 

whether the f o c u s mount was "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , or "extended" 

( t y p e 5 ° ) « I t seems however t h a t the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e was formed by two 

concave arcs j o i n e d by a sh o r t h o r i z o n t a l ( t y p e 3 ) . I n the middle o f the 

focus mount t h e r e has been a r o s e t t e w i t h p e t a l s o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l the f a s c i a 

i s stepped-in and below t h i s t h e r e i s a stepped-in f i l l e t , a cyma r e v e r s a 

based on i n t e r s e c t i n g a r c s and another stepped-in f i l l e t . The cyma i s c u t 

from the same set o f te m p l e t s as t h a t used by masons of Cohors IV Gallorum 

a t C a s t l e h i l l , ( 156). At the base t h e r e are two i n v e r t e d cyma re v e r s a 

mouldings, a stepped f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y dates from the Antonine p e r i o d . 

BIB 2160 

Macdonald, 423-424, no. 39J p l a t e L X X I I , 4 . 

29. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from D y k e s f i e l d , near Burgh-by-Sands. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the Mother Goddesses of the household 

by a v e x i l l a t i o n o f Legio V I . Bruce g i v e s the h e i g h t o f the stone as 10 

inches and the w i d t h as 6 i n c h e s . 

The d i e and s h a f t appear t o be p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h one s t r a p ( t y p e A2b). 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , a p p a r e n t l y dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). 

The f a s c i a i s " e n l a r g e d " ( t y p e 3 or 5) a n d curves upwards i n two 

concave arcs which are l i n k e d by a sho r t h o r i z o n t a l ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type 

3 ) . T h i s p r o f i l e i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the masons o f Legio V I . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on at l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . At t h e c a p i t a l 

t h e r e seem t o have been two stepped-in f i l l e t s . 

RIB 2050 

Bruce, Wall 3 , 300 w i t h f i g . 
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30 . P a r t o f the de x t e r side o f an a l t a r or s t a t u e base from 
C o r b r i d g e j now i n the Museum t h e r e . 

The stone was set up by a v e x i l l a t i o n o f Legio V I . I t i s oarved i n 

sandstone. The fragment i s 10 inches h i g h , 8f- inches wide and 4f- inches 

t h i o k . 

The d i e i s bordered by a p i l a s t e r w i t h stopped f l u t i n g s . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n mentions the governor Gnaeus J u l i u s Verus who 

was i n B r i t a i n c. 155-159* 

RIB 1132 

Riohmond, AA 4 XXI, 177; p l a t e X D. 

3 1 . P a r t o f an a l t a r from Manchester) now i n the Ashmolean 

Museum, O x f o r d . 

The a l t a r i s ded i o a t e d t o Fortune the Preserver by Lucius Seneoianus 

M a r t i u s , c e n t u r i o n of Legio V I . I t i s oarved i n r e d sandstone. The stone 

i s 27^ inches h i g h , 16 inches wide and 11 inches t h i o k . The s h a f t i s 15 

inches wide and 11 inches t h i o k . 

The d i e i s 11 inches wide and i s f l a n k e d by angular, f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s 

w i t h s t i f f , f o l i a t e c a p i t a l s and stepped bases. These p i l a s t e r s appear a t 

the f r o n t and back o f the sides o f the s h a f t , c r e a t i n g sunken panels 7 

inohes wide• 

On the dext e r side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s a g u t t u s w i t h o v o i d body 

and s h o r t , broad neok ( t y p e B 3 ) . On t h e s i n i s t e r side t h e r e i s a p a t e r a , 

d i s h e d , w i t h r i m and umbo, set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the base 

o f t h e atone. The handle i s e n c i r c l e d by a p r o j e c t i n g band to which a 

p l a t e g r i p p i n g t h e i n n e r edge o f the bowl i s a t t a c h e d . 

The c a p i t a l has been removed, so t h a t b o l s t e r s and focus no long e r 

e x i s t . The top o f the stone i s f l a t but a h o l e , now f i l l e d w i t h l e a d , 

has been c u t i n i t , as i f some f e a t u r e such as a B u n - d i a l had been 

a t t a c h e d t h e r e . 



31. 

A l l mouldings have now gone. The back i s f l a t and r o u g h l y t o o l e d . 

The base of the stone has also been removed. 

RIB 575 

Ed. Bruton F.A., The Roman F o r t a t Manchester (Manchester 1909) , 

20-23, no. 1) p l a t e f a c i n g 20 . 

32 . An a l t a r from C o r b r i d g e j now i n Hexham P r i o r y . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o A p o l l o Maponus by Quintus T e r e n t i u s 

Firmus, camp p r e f e c t o f Legio V I . I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The 

h e i g h t i s 50 i n c h e s , the w i d t h i s 20J- inches and the t h i c k n e s s 17-§- i n c h e s . 

The s h a f t i s 33f- inches h i g h , 19f- inches wide and 16^ inches t h i c k . 

Both the d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are now no b o l s t e r s a l t h o u g h the sides of the c a p i t a l are 

s l i g h t l y r a i s e d . I f b o l s t e r s ever e x i s t e d they were v e r y s m a l l . 

The f o c u s i s c i r o u l a r and, as i t now e x i s t s , i s a r a i s e d p l a t f o r m 

( t y p e 3)12). The diameter i s 17 -̂ inches} t h e h e i g h t i s 1̂ - i n c h e s . 

The f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l i s defaced and i t i s impo s s i b l e t o 

comment on the shape of the f a s c i a , or on the form of the focuB mount. 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e however seems t o have been formed by two aros c u r v i n g 

upwards t o j o i n t h e f o c u s p l a t f o r m ( t y p e 5 v a r i a n t s ) . 

The a l t a r has been moulded on f o u r sides b u t , except a t the back 

o f the stone, the mouldings have been chipped away. The back d i s p l a y s , 

a t b o t h c a p i t a l and base, a cyma re v e r s a moulding based on t a n g e n t i a l a r c s . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y dates from the l a t e second c e n t u r y f o r the 

t i t l e P r aefeotus Castrorum i s not found i n the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

RIB 1120 

Richmond, AA 4 XXI 206-208} 207, f i g . 10, no. 1 . 

33* P a r t of an a l t a r , p r o b a b l y from Corbridge} now b u i l t i n t o 

an arch-head i n the Saxon c r y p t , Hexham P r i o r y . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated t o A p o l l o Maponus by P u b l i u s A e l i u s » 
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o e n t u r i o n of Legio V I . and i s carved i n "buff sandstone. I t i s now 41gr 
inches h i g h and 19 inches wide. The s h a f t i s 11 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The s i d e s o f the s h a f t have been c u t away. 

B o l s t e r s and f o c u s have been removed. 

The f a s c i a i s defaced. 

L i t t l e of the mouldings s u r v i v e s but small t o r i have been elements 

i n the d e c o r a t i o n o f c a p i t a l and base i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a band o f 

bar chevron ornament. 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y belongs t o the second c e n t u r y , the p e r i o d t o 

which the o t h e r a l t a r s from Corbridge d e d i c a t e d to A p o l l o MaponuB may be 

at±ributed. 

RIB 1122 

Richmond, AA 4 XXI 207-208} 207, f i g . 10, no. 2 . 

34» An a l t a r from York} now i n the Yor k s h i r e Museum. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the A f r i c a n , I t a l i a n and G a l l i c Mother 

Goddesses by Marcus Minuoius Audens, a s o l d i e r and p i l o t o f Legio V I . 

I t i s carved i n magnesian li m e s t o n e and i s 10 inches h i g h . I t i s 4ir 

inohes wide and inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 3 inches h i g h , and 44 

inches wide. 

The d i e and the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The shape o f the ends, which 

are n o t q u i t e c i r c u l a r i s emphasised by an i n c i s e d l i n e . 

There i s no focus but i n s t e a d , a p r o j e c t i n g , angular c o n e - l i k e 

o b j e c t s p r i n g s from the upper s u r f a c e . This may be i n t e n d e d t o r e p r e s e n t 

the s a c r i f i c i a l f i r e , or i t may stand f o r an o f f e r i n g of f r u i t , or may be 

a p h a l l i c symbol. I n view of the a s s o c i a t i o n o f the Mother Goddesses w i t h 

f e r t i l i t y , t he l a s t of these suggestions seems l i k e l y . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth, and i n s c r i b e d . 



A bead moulding runs across the upper edge. 

The f o c u s mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) , and forms 

a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 1 (a pediment), the l i n e o f which i s marked 

by a groove. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

bead moulding above two stepped-in f i l l e t s . The base has s i m i l a r 

mouldings i n r e v e r s e , and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i B best a t t r i b u t e d t o the second c e n t u r y . 

RIB 653 

Ebur_., 116, no. 365 p l a t e 44, f i g . 81 . 

35* A n a l t a r from C a s t l e c a r y j now i n the .National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Mercury by s o l d i e r s o f Legio V I . 

c i t i z e n s o f I t a l y and Uoricum. I t i s carved i n sandstone and i s 20 

inches h i g h . I t i s 9-jg- inches wide and 7-g- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 9 

inches h i g h , 7f- inches wide and 6g- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a sunken panel w i t h a ffjat border. I t measures 8 

inches h i g h and i s 6f- inches wide. 

The sides o f the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h a c e n t r a l s t r a p ( t y p e A2b). 

The f r o n t s are damaged. 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r w i t h a r i m and f l a t bottom ( t y p e B6a). I t 

has an i n t e r n a l diameter o f 3ir inches and i s % i n c h deep. I t shows 

sig n s of b u r n i n g . 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The f o c u s mount i s damaged but i t has been of type 2 ("from the 

b o l s t e r s " ) . 



The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are two 

oyma r e v e r s e mouldings based on i n t e r s e c t i n g a r c s . At the base t h e r e i s 

one small and one l a r g e r cyma r e v e r s e moulding and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s pro b a b l y t o be placed i n t h e l a t e second c e n t u r y . The 

s o l d i e r s d e s c r i b i n g themselves as o i t i z e n s o f I t a l y and Noricum may have 

been sent from Legiones I I or I I I I t a l i c a as r e i n f o r c e m e n t s f o r Legio V I . 

These two l e g i o n s had been r a i s e d by Marcus A u r e l i u s i n A.D. 165 and had 

been used t o g a r r i s o n H a e t i a and Noricum.^* 

RIB 2148 

Maodonald, 420-421, no. 36? p l a t e LXXIV, 3 . 

36 . An a l t a r from Kirksteads5 now i n Lowther C a s t l e . T h i s stone 

has not been examined a t f i r s t hand. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d by Lucius J u n i u s V i o t o r i n u s F l a v i u s Caelianus, 

an i m p e r i a l l e g a t e o f Legio V I . The name o f t h e d e i t y i s n o t preserved 

f o r i t was oarved on the f a s c i a which i s now m u t i l a t e d . The a l t a r i s 

carved i n r e d sandstone. The a l t a r i s sai d t o be 53 inches h i g h and 24 

inches wide. There are no recorded dimensions o f the s h a f t . 

The d i e seems t o have been i n a sunken panel w i t h i n a p l a i n , f l a t 

b o r d e r . 

The s i d e s of the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

No b o l s t e r s appear t o s u r v i v e but the fo c u s has been c i r c u l a r . 

As t h i s stone has n o t been examined a t f i r s t hand i t i s i m p o s s i b l e 

to comment on the mouldings. 

H a v e r f i e l d suggested a mid-second c e n t u r y date f o r the a l t a r . Dr. 

J.C. Mann places i t l a t e r i n the pre-Severan p e r i o d . 

RIB 2034 

Lysons, Cumb.. c l v i i i , no. 95; p l a t e f a c i n g c l x i i i , 1? c l x x x - c l x x x i . 

1 . Parker, Roman Legions, 116. 



37* An a l t a r from Housesteads; now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newoastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Cooidius and the Genius o f the g a r r i s o n by 

V a l e r i u s , a s o l d i e r o f Legio V I . I t i s oarved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 

17 inches h i g h , &jjr inches wide and 6 inches t h i o k . The s h a f t i s 6̂ - inches 

h i g h , 7^ inches wide and inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The dexter side o f the s h a f t d i s p l a y s a p a t e r a set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h 

the bowl towards the top o f t h e stone; i t has a r i m and umbo w i t h c e n t r a l 

d e p r e s s i o n . The handle i s animal-headed. On the s i n i s t e r side t h e r e i s 

a g u t t u s w i t h g l o b u l a r body, l o n g neck and spouted mouth, the handle f a c i n g 

the f r o n t o f t h e stone ( t y p e A l ) . The base i s oonoave. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The f r o n t s are damaged. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t i s at t a c h e d 

to the f r o n t and baok o f the c a p i t a l (upper s u r f a c e type 7)» The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s 2 j inches 1, the depth i s i? i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s "en l a r g e d " ( t y p e 5 )« 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s a pediment ( t y p e l ) , which accommodates a 

sunken roun d e l w i t h a r a i s e d r i m . 

The a l t a r i s f u l l y moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . The back i s chamfered. 

At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a t o r u s and an o v o l o . At the base t h e r e i s a 

t o r u s and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The base i s deoorated. On the f r o n t a p a i r o f d o l p h i n s , i n r e l i e f , 

w i t h mouths agape and t a i l s c u r l e d over t h e i r baoks, face each o t h e r from 

w i t h i n r e c t a n g u l a r panels o u t l i n e d by bead mouldings. 

RIB 1577 

2 
Bruoe, AA I , 267 w i t h f i g . 



3 6 . 

3 8 . The lower p a r t o f an a l t a r , now l o s t , from Housesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated by a c e n t u r i o n o f Legio V I . 

Horsley's drawing shows the stone t o have had seven t o r u s mouldings 

set v e r t i c a l l y above each o t h e r a t the base. 

I t i s not p o s s i b l e t o date the stone a l t h o u g h the double L o f the 

i n s c r i p t i o n may i n d i c a t e t h a t i t comes from the l a t e second or e a r l y 

t h i r d c e n t u r i e s . 

RIB 1609 

E o r s l e y , 2 2 1 , N o r t h * XLIV. 

39* An a l t a r , broken across the s h a f t , from near M i l e c a s t l e 60} 

now a t C a s t l e s t e a d s . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to C o c i d i u s by s o l d i e r s o f Legio V I . I t i s 

carved i n r e d sandstone and i s 18-̂ - inches h i g h . I t i s l l f - inches wide 

and 6f- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 6 inches h i g h , 10^- inches wide and 6 

inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s have been c h i s e l l e d o f f but enough of the stone s u r v i v e s 

to show t h a t t h e y have been c y l i n d r i c a l ( t y p e A1&) , and have not reaohed 

the edge of the c a p i t a l . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished and sunk i n t o the c a p i t a l ( t y p e A l a ) . 

I t measures 3^ inches i n t e r n a l l y and i s ̂  i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow, and i s i n s c r i b e d . 

No foSus mount s u r v i v e s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s a l t h o u g h the mouldings are not 

i n the best t r a d i t i o n s o f c l a s s i c a l s c u l p t u r e . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s 

a c a v e t t o w i t h a i£lariing cyma r e v e r s e below i t . At the base t h e r e are 

two i r r e g u l a r t o r i and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o date the a l t a r . The i n s c r i b e d f a s c i a and the 
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awkward mouldings p o i n t t o a t h i r d c e n t u r y d a t e . The l e t t e r i n g i s c l e a r 

and o f good s t y l e . 

RIB 2020 

Bruce Wall 3 . 289 w i t h f i g . 

40. An a l t a r from near M i l e c a s t l e 55» now i n the possession o f Mr. 

Mounsey-Heysham, Castletown, R o c k c l i f f e , near C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Cocidius by a v e x i l l a t i o n o f Legio V I 

and i s carved i n r e d sandstone. I t i s 41-jjr inches h i g h , 14 inches wide 

and 12 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 13 inches h i g h , l l i g - inches wide and 

10 inches t h i c k . 

Both the d i e and the si d e s o f the s h a f t have been bordered by 

s w e l l i n g p i l a s t e r s . At the f r o n t o f the stone they have now disappeared. 

On the dexter side o f the s h a f t , w i t h i n the sunken panel formed by 

the p i l a s t e r s , t h e r e i s a k n i f e o f type 3 (broad blade s l o p i n g i n t o the 

t i p a t the b l u n t s i d e ) . On the s i n i s t e r side t h e r e i s a pa t e r a w i t h 

r a i s e d r i m and umbo w i t h o e n t r a l depression set v e r t i c a l l y on the s h a f t 

w i t h the bowl towards the base o f the stone. The handle i s grooved and 

t h e r e are h o l l o w s near t h e top and base. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , and have weathered away a t the 

f t o n t . 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m and umbo w i t h o e n t r a l depression 

( t y p e A2e). The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 3^ inches and i t s depth i s §• i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 4 ) , r i s i n g t o a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f 

type 1 (pedimented). The f a s c i a i s decorated w i t h t h r e e gables w i t h 

moulded r i m s , set w i t h i n each o t h e r . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the f r o n t the mouldings have 

weathered away but they are i n good c o n d i t i o n a t the s i d e s . There are 

two debased t o r i a t the c a p i t a l and t h r e e debased t o r i a t the base. These 

t o r u s mouldings are n e i t h e r stepped-in nor stepped o u t . 
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The a l t a r has been a handeome one and i s the work o f accomplished 

c r a f t s m e n . The g e n e r a l shape of the c a p i t a l suggests t h a t i t belongs 

t o the l a t e second or e a r l y t h i r d c e n t u r i e s . 

SIB 1961 

LS 376. 

41 . An a l t a r from Rudohester, now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the God ( M i t h r a s ) , by Lucius Sentius 

Castus, c e n t u r i o n o f Legio V I . I t i s oarved i n cream c o l o u r e d coarse 

sandstone. I t i s 50 inches h i g h , 18 inches wide and 17-jr inches t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s 19 inches h i g h , 15^ inches wide and 15^- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s f l a n k e d by palm branches c u r v i n g to form an a r o h - l i k e 

frame. W i t h i n t h i s frame, a wreath o f bay leaves 8-g- inches i n diameter 

encloses the word DEO. From the wreath, two d i a g o n a l cabled r i b b o n s and 

a t h i r d , v e r t i c a l moulding w i t h a palm-branch m o t i f , support a panel on 

which three f u r t h e r l i n e s o f i n s c r i p t i o n are carved. The panel, 54 inches 

high and 9f- inches wide, i s decorated w i t h a cabled moulding a t the t o p 

and s i d e s and has t i n y ansae i n r e l i e f . 

The sides o f t h e s h a f t are p l a i n but a t the back o f the stone t h e r e 

are two reoesses which may have he l d lamps e i t h e r to throw l i g h t on an 

o b j e c t s t a n d i n g behind the a l t a r or t o be used i n the r i t u a l a t a p p r o p r i a t e 

moments. One recess i s 15 inches h i g h and 8 inches deep; the o t h e r i s 

9 inches h i g h and 6 inches deep. 

The t o p of the a l t a r i s damaged and i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o draw any 

c o n c l u s i o n s as t o the b o l s t e r s , a l t h o u g h these c e r t a i n l y e x i s t e d . 

The focus too i s damaged. I t may have been c i r c u l a r . 

The f a s o i a has been deep and i s marked on each side by a v e r t i c a l 

groove. Immediately above the mouldings t h e r e i s a row o f f i v e i n c i s e d 

arches. The c e n t r a l p a r t o f the f a s c i a has been c u t away to form a 
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sunken panel w i t h i n which a f i g u r e i n r e l i e f i s s e t . This f i g u r e seems 
be s t i n t e r p r e t e d as the M i t h r a i c symbol of Phrygian cap surmounted by a 
c r e s c e n t moon. On the d e x t e r side of the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s i n r e l i e f a 
buoranium w i t h l o n g c u r l i n g horns. On the s i n i s t e r side another r e l i e f 
o f d o u b t f u l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n p r o b a b l y r e p r e s e n t s a p r i e s t l y cap. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l 

t h e r e i s a cabled t o r u s and stepped-in f i l l e t . These mouldings c o n t i n u e 

around the s i n i s t e r side of the stone though t h e y are undecorated. On 

the d e x t e r s i d e , the mouldings have o n l y been f u l l y carved a t the f r o n t 

o f the stone and a simple step i s a l l t h a t marks the change i n dimension 

along t h e remainder o f t h i s side of the c a p i t a l . The t r a n s i t i o n to the 

base i s r a t h e r a b r u p t . F i r s t t h e r e i s a small ovolo and then two cabled 

t o r i grooved i n a l t e r n a t e d i r e c t i o n s . At the dexter side of the base the 

mouldings have not been f u l l y carved; a s i n g l e step separates s h a f t from 

base, though a lower h o r i z o n t a l groove i n d i c a t e s the s i z e of the uncompleted 

moulding. At t h e s i n i s t e r side t h e r e i s an ovolo w i t h a t o r u s moulding 

below i t . 

The base i s decorated on two s i d e s . At the f r o n t , i n a sunken panel 

f l a n k e d by columns w i t h cabled s h a f t s , a f i g u r e , p r o b a b l y M i t h r a s , guides 

a b u l l by the horns. The scene p r o b a b l y r e f e r s t o M i t h r a s ' c a p t u r e and 

s a c r i f i c e o f the b u l l and the d e i t y i s undoubtedly about to throw the 

animal to the ground. The f l a n k i n g columns have l a r g e c a p i t a l s and the 

base of the dext e r p i l l a r bears an i n c i s e d t r i a n g l e . On the s i n i s t e r side 

of the base t h r e e v e r t i c a l daggers or sho r t swords, w i t h knobbed h i l t s 

and i n t h e i r sheaths, r e c a l l the weapon used by M i t h r a s to despatch the 

b u l l . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y belongs to the t h i r d c e n t u r y , the p e r i o d i n 

which the c u l t o f M i t h r a s spread to B r i t a i n . I t i s l i n k e d w i t h o t h e r 

M i t h r a i c a l t a r s ( e g . 218, from Housesteads), by the i n c i s e d arcade o f 

the c a p i t a l which may have had a s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

RIB 1398 
Gi l l a m and Mac I v o r , AA 4 XXXII, 206, 208; 207, f i g . 9 . 

Bosanquet, NCR" X I I , 385 p l a t e f a c i n g 36, no. 2. 



42. An a l t a r from W h i t l e y Castle5 now i n the Bedford Museum. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Hercules by Gaius V i t e l l i u s A t t i c i a n u s , 

c e n t u r i o n of Legio V I . and i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 33-g- inches 

h i g h , 16J- inches wide and 10 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 19 inches h i g h , 

1 5 j inches wide and 9-g- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n a lthough the r e l i e f s of the side of the s h a f t 

o v e r s a i l the edges o f the d i e . 

The sides o f the s h a f t are decorated w i t h r e l i e f s of Hercules. 

On the dexter side the naked d e i t y stands w i t h l e g s a s t r i d e f a c i n g f o r w a r d 

The f i g u r e i s r u d e l y carved a l t h o u g h there i s some attempt a t m o d e l l i n g . 

The ears are l a r g e , the eyes are l e n t o i d ; the s m i l i n g mouth i s marked by 

a wide groove. Two serpents are entwined around h i s l e g s , t h e i r necks 

be i n g g r i p p e d by the hero. T h e i r mouths are agape as t h e y reach upwards 

t o b i t e the f ace o f t h e i r a d v e rsary. The design i s symmetrical and c l e a r l 

r e p r e s e n t s the s t o r y o f Hercules' t r i u m p h over the snakes sent by Juno 

t o devour him. The r e l i e f i s 1^ inches h i g h . On the s i n i s t e r s i d e , i n 

r e l i e f 1 i n c h h i g h , the s t o r y o f the combat between Hercules and the drago 

i n the garden of the Hesperides i s d e p i c t e d . Here the hero i s again naked 

but- the pose f o l l o w s E g y p t i a n c o n v e n t i o n s : the f a c e , l e g s and f e e t are 

i n p r o f i l e } the t o r s o f a c e s the f r o n t . The ear i s deeply hollowed, the 

eye l e n t o i d and the h a i r c u r l y . The d e i t y h olds i n h i s l e f t hand an 

o b j e c t which may be a stone; i t can s c a r c e l y be the Hesperidean apple 

f o r the guardian o f the t r e e i s s t i l l a l i v e . I n h i s r i g h t hand he holds 

a c l u b . At the f r o n t edge of the stone the dragon Ladon c o i l s i t s e l f 

around the apple t r e e from each o f whose f o u r s t y l i z e d branches an apple 

depends. The dragon i n the form o f a serpent, w i t h l e n t o i d eye and 

mouth s l i g h t l y open, f a c e s Hercules, i t s t a i l almost t o u c h i n g h i s r i g h t 

f o o t . The work i s clumsy and seems to be from the hand of a n a t i v e 

workman. 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 
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The f o c u s i s r e c t a n g u l a r ^ b e v e l l e d to a f l a t bottom ( t y p e BJa). 

There are s i g n s of b l a c k e n i n g a t t h e edges. The f o c u s measures 9^-

inches from side t o side and 6f- inches from back to f r o n t . The depth 

i s 1 i n c h . 

The f a s c i s i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

There i s no f o c u s mount o f a r e g u l a r p a t t e r n but the focus i s 

carved i n a r a i s e d secondary c a p i t a l w i t h f i l l e t s i n c l i n e d inwards a t 

the f r o n t and s i d e s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l below the 

f a s c i a t h e r e i s a cant moulding and stepped-in f i l l e t . These mouldings 

may have s t a r t e d as a debased t o r u s i n t o which a median groove has been 

ca r v e d . At the sides o f the stone the lower moulding i s c u t away t o make 

room f o r the f i g u r e s . The base mouldings i n descending order from the 

s h a f t a re: one small and one l a r g e c a n t moulding and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

At the sides of the base t h e r e i s o n l y a deep groove under the r e l i e f . 

I n s p i t e of Bosanquet's view t h a t the l e t t e r i n g may w e l l be o f 

second c e n t u r y date, the a l t a r seems best assigned to the t h i r d c e n t u r y 

f o r i t s workmanship, a l t h o u g h a m b i t i o u s , i s crude and has l i t t l e i n common 

w i t h the t r a d i t i o n s o f c l a s s i c a l s c u l p t u r e . I n p a r t i c u l a r the e x t r a o r d i n a r y 

mouldings and the r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f the f i g u r e s seem to come from a hand 

and p e r i o d l a t e r than the pre-Severan age. The absence o f b o l s t e r s too 

i s an i n d i c a t i o n o f l a t e date, a l t h o u g h the narrow f a s c i a and secondary 

c a p i t a l f i t i n w i t h second-century s t y l e s . 

RIB 3.199 

... Weston, Arch. X V I I , 2 2 9 - 2 3 0 } p l a t e f a o i n g 2 3 0 . 

43• P a r t o f an a l t a r or p e d e s t a l from R i b c h e s t e r j now i n t h e 

Museum at R i b c h e s t e r . 

The stone i s d e d i c a t e d to A p o l l o Maponus f o r the w e l f a r e o f the 

Emperor and o f Gordian's Own U n i t o f Sarmatian c a v a l r y o f Bremetennacum 
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by A e l i u s Antoninus, c e n t u r i o n of Legio V I . the commandant o f the 
regiment and o f the r e g i o n . I t i s carved i n coarse sandstone. I t i s 
5 1 inches high and i s now 23^- inches across the d i e . The maximum t h i c k ­
ness i s now 20 inohes. 

The die,which i s 43 inches h i g h ^ i B enclosed i n a cyma moulding 

and p l a i n border i f - i nches wide. The d e x t e r side o f the s h a f t has been 

c h i s e l l e d away. 

On the s i n i s t e r side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s a f i g u r e o f A p o l l o i n 

r e l i e f 2^- inches h i g h . The god i s set i n a round-headed n i c h e . He i s 

naked except f o r a c l o a k f a l l i n g i n f o u r f o l d s over h i s chest and behind 

h i s back; he wears e i t h e r a Phrygian cap or has h i s h a i r dressed i n a 

" t o p - k n o t " , a s t y l e shown by Professor Toynbee t o be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 
1 . 

l a t e second- and t h i r d - c e n t u r y work. The god i s s t a n d i n g w i t h h i s 

weight on h i s l e f t l e g , the r i g h t being bent and crossed behind the l e f t 

a t the a n k l e . He r e s t s h i s c h i n on the back o f h i s r i g h t hand w h i l e h i s 

l e f t supports h i s l y r e , g r i p p i n g i t by the oross p i e o e . At h i s l e f t 

shoulder h i s q u i v e r may be d i s c e r n e d . 

On the back o f the stone t h e r e are two female f i g u r e s carved i n 

r e l i e f l j inches h i g h and s t a n d i n g i n round-headed n i c h e s . The d e x t e r 

f i g u r e i s draped from the t h i g h s downwards; she has on her head what 

may be a mural crown w i t h a v e i l f a l l i n g behind her shoulders. Her h a i r 

i s taken back behind the e a r s . She has her r i g h t hand across her body 

and i s g i v i n g an u r n or g u t t u s t o her companion who extends both hands 

to r e c e i v e i t . The s i n i s t e r f i g u r e has her r i g h t l e g s l i g h t l y f l e x e d . 

She i s f u l l y draped but has a headdress s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f the d e x t e r 

f i g u r e . The i d e n t i t y o f the females i s d i f f i c u l t t o e s t a b l i s h . Richmond 

suggests t h a t t h e y may r e p r e s e n t Leto and A r t e m i s , the mother and s i s t e r 

1 . Hadrianio School. 2 0 9 . 
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o f A p o l l o , or t h a t t hey are the p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n s o f the Regio 
Bremetennaoensis and B r i t a n n i a I n f e r i o r . Dr. Ross i d e n t i f i e s tham 
as perhaps Modron the mother o f Maponus and a n a t i v e goddess o f venery. 
Richmond's seoond suggestion seems the most ac c e p t a b l e ; 

The t o p of the stone i s r o u g h l y c h i s e l l e d f l a t and has a dowel 

hole 3 inches deep i n the c e n t r e . 

The stone has p r o b a b l y been moulded on f o u r s i d e s a l t h o u g h now 

a l l are squared o f f t o make a r o u g h l y r e c t a n g u l a r b l o c k . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o the years A.D. 2 3 8 - 2 4 4 . 

RIB 583 

Bruce, Arch. J . X I I , 225-228? f i g s . , 226 and 2 2 8 . 

Richmond, JRS XXXV, 1 5 } p l a t e I , 1 , 2 . 

4 4 « The lower p a r t o f an a l t a r from B i r d o s w a l d , now l o s t . 

The stone i s d e d i c a t e d by Lucius Vereius F o r t u n a t u s , a c e n t u r i o n 

o f Legio V I . 

The sketch i n RIB shows the stone t o have had two stepped f i l l e t s 

and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 1907 

H a v e r f i e l d , CW2 X I , 3 7 6 } w i t h o u t f i g . 

Known from a manuscript source; see RIB. 

45* The lower p a r t o f an a l t a r from Ebchester; now i n the Museum 

at Mains Farm, Ebchester. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d by Samnius V i c t o r , a c e n t u r i o n o f Legio V I . 

The name of the d e i t y i s n o t preserved a l t h o u g h the Numen Au g u s t i may 

have been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the main god. The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f 

sandstone. The stone i s 15 inches h i g h , I6g- inches wide and 9 inches 

t h i c k . 



Mouldings o n l y s u r v i v e on the s i n i s t e r side of the "base. Here 

t h e r e i s a small stepped-out f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

JBS L I I I , 1 6 1 , no. 7« 

4 6 . The dexter side of the upper p a r t o f an a l t a r from South S h i e l d s 

now i n the Museum a t South S h i e l d s . 

The a l t a r i s dedioated by J u l i u s Verax, a o e n t u r i o n o f Legio V I 

but the name of the d e i t y i s not mentioned i n the s u r v i v i n g p a r t o f the 

i n s c r i p t i o n . I t i s carved i n g r i t t y sandstone. The stone i s 25§- inches 

h i g h , 14f- inches wide and 13 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s now lOg- inches 

wide and °<2" inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are baluste r - s h a p e d and double-strapped i n the c e n t r e 

( t y p e C3). Only the dext e r s u r v i v e s and the end o f t h a t i s damaged. 

The foous i s damaged b u t has been c i r c u l a r . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , p r o b a b l y o f medium depth. 

The focus mount i s damaged but i t i s c l e a r t h a t i t i s of type 1 

("between the b o l s t e r s " ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . Three stepped-in f i l l e t s mark 

the t r a n s i t i o n from the c a p i t a l t o the s h a f t . 

RIB 1057 

H a v e r f i e l d , AA 2 XIX, 273-45 f i g * , 274* 

Probably from the workshop o f Legio V I V.P.F. 

4 7 . An a l t a r from Adel; now i n the C i t y Museum, Leeds. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s I 6 f - inches h i g h , 12-g-

i n c h e s wide and 7 f inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 7 inches h i g h , 11 inche; 
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wide and 7f- inches t h i c k * 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s an axe i n r e l i e f , with 

blade square-ended on each side of the haft (type 6 ) . On the s i n i s t e r 

side there i s a handle-less patera with two r a i s e d rims and a sunken ce n t r e . 

I f b o l s t e r s e x i s t e d they were v e s t i g i a l . 

The focus i s rectangular with a rim and f l a t bottom (type B 6 a ) . 

Prom side to side i t measures i n t e r n a l l y 5̂ - inches} from front to back 

the measurement i s 3 j inches. The maximum depth i s f- i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s reotangular (type l ) , deep. 

There i s no focus mount. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . At the front of the c a p i t a l 

there i s a torus and an ovolo. The si d e s of the c a p i t a l have two f l a t t e n e d 

t o r i above an ovolo. At the base, a simple step separates the shaft from 

the p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r seems to belong to the t r a d i t i o n s of sculpture of Legio VI. 

and may have been carved by a s o l d i e r or a veteran. The reotangular focus 

may be compared with others from the legionary workshop and the presence 

of the axe on the shaft points to a m i l i t a r y o r i g i n . 

Leeds Museum, D .159. 1966. 

48. The upper part of an a l t a r from Aldboroughj now i n the Aldborough 

Museum. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupi t e r and to the Mother Goddesses and 

i s oarved i n limestone. I t i s now 12^- inohes high, lOfe inches wide and 

8 inohes thiok. The shaft i s 8 inches wide and 5 inches t h i c k . 

As f a r as can be determined from the fragment, the die and the shaft 

are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , with p l a i n ends. 
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The foous i s c i r c u l a r , dished (a v a r i a n t of type A2b), and i s 
attached to the b o l s t e r s and to the f r o n t and back o f the stone, g i v i n g 
an upper surface o f type 8. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 6 ) ; i t i s carved i n one plane w i t h 

the f r o n t o f the b o l s t e r s . T his may be p a r a l l e l e d on a l t a r s of Cohors I 

Baetasiorum ( 8 0 ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e s p r i n g s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , and r i s e s 

t o form a curved gable (a v a r i a n t o f c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . -

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . A stepped-in f i l l e t , a t o r u s 

and two o t h e r stepped-in f i l l e t s appear i n descending o r d e r . 

The a l t a r i s not out o f place i n the second c e n t u r y and, i n view o f 

the unusual c a r v i n g o f f a s c i a and b o l s t e r s i n one plane, a f e a t u r e 

o c c u r r i n g on a l t a r s carved by masons i n a u x i l i a r y u n i t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

Legio V I . may be a t t r i b u t e d t o t h a t l e g i o n ' s s c h o o l . 

RIB 708 

Smith, R e l . I s u r . , 455 p l a t e XXI, 3« 

49* An a l t a r from Balmuildy; now i n the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow. 

The a l t a r , d e d i c a t e d t o Fortune by C a e c i l i u s Hepos, a t r i b u n e , i s 

carved i n sandstone. I t i s 294 inches h i g h , 13 inches wide, and 10^-

inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s inches h i g h , 11 inches wide and inches 

t h i c k . 

The d i e and the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) w i t h damaged f r o n t s . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h a r i m and f l a t bottom ( t y p e B6a). The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 3-4 inches. The depth i s -Sr i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The f o c u s mount i s damaged but seems to have been "from the b o l s t e r s " 

( t y p e 2 ) . I t had an i n c l i n e d f a c e . 
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The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s damaged but may w e l l have been a gable 
( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

debased t o r u s and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base t h e r e i s a stepped-

out f i l l e t , a debased t o r u s which has the form o f a rounded, i n c l i n e d 

f i l l e t , a stepped-out f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y belongs t o the Antonine p e r i o d . The shape o f the 

c a p i t a l i s s i m i l a r to t h a t o f a stone o f Conors IV Sallorum from Hadrian's 

Wall ( 1 6 3 ) , and, as t h i s u n i t i s known t o have been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

Legio V I . the a l t a r may be t e n t a t i v e l y assigned to the same group. 

RIB 2189 

Macdonald, 432-433, no. 50; p l a t e LXXV, 2. 

50. An a l t a r from Benwell; now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r now has a secondary i n s c r i p t i o n d e d i c a t i n g i t t o the Three 

Witches. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 3 l J inches h i g h , l ^ 

i n ches wide and 12f inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 17 inches h i g h , 10£ inches 

wide and 7-g- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are cigar-shaped ( t y p e B l ) . The ends are damaged. 

The b o l s t e r s p r o j e c t beyond the w i d t h o f the f a s c i a . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , f l a t t i s h w i t h a low umbo w i t h c e n t r a l 

depression (a s h a l l o w v a r i a n t of type A2e). The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 

inche s . The depth i s i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The foous mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2), and r i s e s i n the 

c e n t r e t o form a low pediment ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l , stepped-in 
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f r o m the f a s c i a , t h e r e i s a f i l l e t , a v e r t i c a l f i l l e t and a t o r u s moulding. 
At the base there i s a stepped-out f i l l e t and a l a r g e , debased t o r u s 
moulding above a stepped p l i n t h . 

The cigar-shaped b o l s t e r s seem t o place t h i s stone i n the group o f 

those a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Legio V I . The a l t a r may have been carved i n the 

second c e n t u r y , the p e r i o d when t h i s type o f b o l s t e r was i n vogue. 

Spain suggests t h a t the i n s c r i p t i o n may be a f o u r t h c e n t u r y j i b e a t the 

c u l t o f the three Mother Goddesses. 

RIB 1331 

Spain, JJCH X I I I , 555, no. 9; p l a t e , 556. 

51 . An a l t a r w i t h an i n d e c i p h e r a b l e i n s c r i p t i o n from Brough on 

Ifoe; now i n the Buxton Museum. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n g r i t s t o n e . I t i s 27^ inches h i g h , 12^- inches 

wide and 12^- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 10 inches h i g h , 10 inches wide 

and 9 j inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The c a p i t a l i s much damaged and n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s or focus remain. 

The f a s c i a seems t o have been r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep, and 

decorated w i t h a band o f v e r t i o a l grooves, s i m i l a r t o those on a l t a r s 

from Gainford ( 6 2 ) and Chesterholm ( l 6 l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . Below the f a s c i a t h e r e i s a 

l a r g e f l a t t e n e d t o r u s w i t h a band o f v e r t i c a l grooves, and a stepped-in 

f i l l e t . At the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out f i l l e t and l a r g e t o r u s chamfered 

t o another stepped-out f i l l e t and p l i n t h . 

There i s l i t t l e to date t h i s a l t a r except the chamfered t o r u s a t the 

base of the stone. T h i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e to the t h i r d c e n t u r y . The bands 

o f v e r t i c a l grooves suggest a t h i r d c e n t u r y d a t e , i f these are h e l d t o 

be s i g n i f i c a n t . They a l s o p o i n t t o an a f f i l i a t i o n w i t h Legio V I . f o r 

an a l t a r s i m i l a r l y d e c orated from Chesterholm i s the work o f masons of 



Conors IV Gallorum. a unit known to be connected with t h i s legion. 

VCH Derbyshire 1 (1905) , 208, no. 3 . 

«. . Garstang, M J 26, 194, o, 195? f i g . 7, no. 5 . 

52 . An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Burrow-in-Lonsdale. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Contrebis by Vatta, probably a c i v i l i a n . 

No dimensions are preserved. 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The sides of the shaft are decorated. On one side there i s a bir d 

which, according to Rauthmel's drawing looks l i k e an owl but which was 

most probably an eagle. An axe with divergent curved blade (type 5 ) 

and a k n i f e , with a blade apparently of type 2 (broad without pronounced 

angle) are on the other side of the s h a f t . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 

The focus i s reotangular. 

There seems to have been neither a f a s c i a nor a focus mount. 

The a l t a r i s moulded but i t i s d i f f i c u l t to determine the nature of 

the mouldings. They seem to have been f i l l e t s and cymas. 

Although the a l t a r i s dedicated by a c i v i l i a n i t has the hallmarks 

of a stone carved by a m i l i t a r y mason. I t may be that the i n s c r i p t i o n 

i s secondary. The general shape of the stone suggests a date i n the 

second century although perhaps i n the l a t e r part of the period. The 

rectangular focus i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the s t y l e s of Legio VI and the 

stone may be a t t r i b u t e d to that school. 

RIB 610 

; . Rauthmel, A n t i q u i t a t e s Bremetonaoenses or the Roman A n t i q u i t i e s of 

Overborough (Kirkby Lonsdale 1746, r e p r i n t e d 1824) , 101-102j Tab. 4, 

f i g s . 1, 2, 3 , 4, 5 . 
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53* An a l t a r , now l o s t , from K i r k b y Lonsdalej : near Burrow-in-

Lonsdale. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to the D e i t i e s o f the Emperor and the Genius 

of the g u i l d o f A p o l l o by B e l l i n u s . I t i s said to have been over 36 

inches h i g h . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The s i n i s t e r s i d e of the s h a f t has c a r v i n g s o f a p a t e r a w i t h umbo 

and knobbed handle placed o b l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl towards the f r o n t and 

t o p of the stone, and a g u t t u s . The body o f the l a t t e r i s g l o b u l a r w i t h 

a l o n g neck and spouted mouth ( t y p e A l ) . The d e x t e r side o f the s h a f t 

p r o b a b l y had r e l i e f s o f the s a c r i f i c i a l k n i f e and axe. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The f r o n t s have had bosses. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , sunken ( t y p e A l a ) . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged,?' curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5 ) - At 

the upper s u r f a c e i t s p r i n g s from the top o f the b o l s t e r s and runs 

h o r i z o n t a l l y across the top of the c a p i t a l ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type 1 0 ) . 

I n the c e n t r e o f the f a s c i a t h e r e i s a h a n d l e l e s s vase. 

The a l t a r has been moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . Prom Machell's 

drawing, reproduced i n RIB_,at th e c a p i t a l t h e re seenu t o have been two 

angular t o r i and a t t h e base a stepped-out f i l l e t and l a r g e t o r u s . 

Although the a l t a r i s a p p a r e n t l y dedicated by a c i v i l i a n , i t seems 

l i k e l y t h a t t h i s stone was carved by a mason t r a i n e d i n a m i l i t a r y 

workshop. The vase m o t i f i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t carved on the back o f an 

a l t a r o f Cohors I I Tungrorum from B i r r e n s ( 13&). Cohors I I Tungrorum 

i s a regiment known to have been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Legio V I i n the second 

c e n t u r y and p r o b a b l y l a t e r . T h is a l t a r may w e l l date from the l a t e 

second or e a r l y t h i r d c e n t u r i e s . 

RIB 611 

Watkin, 196-197; f i g . , 196. 

B i r l e y , CW2 XLVI, I 3 8-I4O; f i g . 3 , 139« 
See RIB f o r d r a w i n g . 
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54* The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r from C a s t l e c a r y ; now i n the 

Hu n t e r i a n Museum, Glasgow. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o a goddess whose name i s not preserved. 

I t i s carved i n sandstone. The fragment i s 15f- inches h i g h , 14§- inches 

wide and 10|- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 1LJ- inches wide and 8^ inches 

t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) and have p l a i n f r o n t s . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m and f l a t bottom; a second small 

r i m e n c i r c l e s the c e n t r e o f the d i s h ( t y p e B6b). The focus touches the 

f r o n t and rear p r o j e c t i o n s o f the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7 ) . I t 

measures 6J- inches i n t e r n a l l y and i s -J- i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep. 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , a l t h o u g h almost 

" f i l l e d - i n " . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e has a design based on t h r e e convex arcs 

( t y p e 8 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . A cyma reverse based on 

i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs surmounts a small stepped-in f i l l e t . 

The a l t a r i s w e l l carved and comes from a good t r a d i t i o n of 

s c u l p t u r e . The type o f focus mount and the deep f a s c i a suggest t h a t 

i t belongs to the l a t e r p a r t o f the second c e n t u r y and, i f the cyma 

r e v e r s a and c e n t r a l p r o f i l e are taken i n t o account, i t may be a t t r i b u t e d 

to the workshop of Legio 7 1 . 

RIB 2150 

Macdonald, 422, no. 385 p l a t e LXXIV, 4. 
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55* An a l t a r w i t h undecipherable i n s c r i p t i o n , p r o b a b l y from 

Chesters; now i n the church o f St. Oswald i n Lee. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n has p e r i s h e d a l t h o u g h some f a i n t signs of l e t t e r i n g 

may s t i l l be d i s t i n g u i s h e d . The a l t a r i s carved i n coarse sandstone. 

The h e i g h t i s 55f" inches, the w i d t h 24 inches and the t h i c k n e s s 15^ i n c h e s . 

The s h a f t i s 32 inches h i g h , 21-J- inches wide and 12-̂ - inches t h i c k . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n has been i n a sunken panel 15-g- inches wide, f l a n k e d 

by p i l a s t e r s , the c a p i t a l s of which s t i l l s u r v i v e . 

On the d e x t e r side of the s h a f t t h e r e i s a k n i f e w i t h t r i a n g u l a r 

blade ( t y p e 4 ) , and a p a t e r a set o b l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl towards the base 

and f r o n t o f the stone and carved w i t h the base uppermost. A v i n e branch 

decorates the s i n i s t e r side of the s h a f t . 

The b o l s t e r s have been v e r y l a r g e and strapped i n the middle ( t y p e 

A2b). They are damaged a t the t o p and at the f r o n t . 

The f o c u s has been c u t away to form a socket-hole now measuring 

10 inches from side t o s i d e . T h i s has removed the c e n t r a l p o r t i o n of the 

c a p i t a l f r o n t . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

I t i s i m p o s s i b l e to comment on the focus mount as i t has been c u t 

away. 

The a l t a r , i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are 

t h r e e stepped-in t o r i . At the base o n l y a simple step separates the s h a f t 

from the p l i n t h . 

A f i n e v i n e s c r o l l ornaments the f r o n t of the base. 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t the mason r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c a r v i n g the a l t a r was 

a s k i l l e d craftsman and t h a t the stone was an imposing one. I t seems 

l i k e l y t h a t the a l t a r comes from a m i l i t a r y workshop. The p i l a s t e r s 

suggest a connection w i t h Legio V I . a suggestion which f i n d s support 

i n the v i n e s c r o l l d e c o r a t i o n of a l e g i o n a r y d e d i c a t i o n - s l a b from 

C o r b r i d g e . 
RIB i i 5 9 . 
. Westgarth, PSAW5 I , 13-15! p l a t e I I f a c i n g 12. 
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56. An a l t a r from the Bath-house, Chesters; now i n the Museum 

at Chesters. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Fortune the Preserver- by Venenus, a 

German. I t i s carved i n sandstone and measures 30j? inches i n h e i g h t . I t 

i s l l f - i nches wide and 8§- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 12 inches h i g h , 9 

inches wide and 7§- inches t h i c k . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s c u t on the c a p i t a l , s h a f t and base. The main 

p a r t o f the d i e i s f i l l e d w i t h a r e l i e f o f the goddess, f a c i n g the f r o n t 

and s t a n d i n g i n a sunken panel the upper edge of which i s s l i g h t l y curved 

i n the c e n t r e t o g i v e the appearance o f a v e r y shallow shouldered n i c h e . 

The goddess i s robed a l t h o u g h t h e r e i s l i t t l e attempt t o render the 

d r a p i n g p l a s t i c a l l y . I n her l e f t hand she grasps a long-stemmed t h r e e -

branched o b j e c t presumably i n t e n d e d t o r e p r e s e n t a cornucopia w h i l e her 

r i g h t hand i s h e l d away from her body w i t h w r i s t bent backwards so t h a t 

the palm o f the hand i s uppermost. Below t h i s hand t h e r e i s a d i s k - l i k e 

wheel. 

The s i d e s of the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) and are set away from the edges 

of the c a p i t a l . The f r o n t s c a r r y l e t t e r s o f the i n s c r i p t i o n . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r a i s e d r i m and f l a t bottom ( t y p e B6a). 

I t i s a t t a c h e d t o the f r o n t and back o f the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 

7 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 4 inches and the depth i s i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s moulded ( t y p e 2 ) . A grotesque sagging cyma r e v e r s e 

and a t o r u s moulding r e p l a c e the more c o n v e n t i o n a l f l a t f e a t u r e . 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , and c a r r i e s the 

f i r s t l i n e o f the i n s c r i p t i o n . I t r i s e s t o a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 

4 (concave arcs l i n k e d by broad h o r i z o n t a l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l , below the 

moulded f a s c i a , t h e r e i s a t o r u s moulding. This moulding i s repeated 
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a t the base and here t h e r e i s a stepped-out p l i n t h below a small s o o t i a . 

The a l t a r i s unusual i n design but i t s f i n d - s p o t i n d i c a t e s t h a t 

i t i s o f m i l i t a r y o r i g i n . Venenus, the d e d i c a t o r , was no doubt a member 

o f one of the a u x i l i a r y u n i t s s t a t i o n e d a t Chesters. The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

i s of a type favoured by masons o f Legio V I and the f i g u r e on the s h a f t 

i s i n keeping w i t h the t r a d i t i o n s o f t h a t regiment. The a l t a r seems t o 

be of second c e n t u r y date but as the u n i t g a r r i s o n i n g Chesters a t t h a t 

p e r i o d i s not c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d i t i s not p o s s i b l e t o be exact i n i t s 

a t t r i b u t i o n . 

RIB 1449 

C l a y t o n , A A 2 X I , 117-119} f i g . , 117-

Budge, 306-307, no. 47? f i g . , 113* 

Chesters Cat.. 21, no. 94• 

57• An a l t a r , broken across the s h a f t , from Corbridge? now i n 

Corbridge Museum. 

The name of the d e i t y honoured by the e r e c t i o n o f the a l t a r has 

per i s h e d a l t h o u g h the stone was set up by the o f f i c e r i n charge o f the 

g r a n a r i e s . I t i s carved i n sandstone. I t measures 54 inches i n h e i g h t 

and i s 20 -̂ inches wide and 14 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 19 inches wide 

and 13-g- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the d e x t e r side of the s h a f t t h e r e i s an axe o f pick-axe type 

( t y p e 1 ) , and a k n i f e w i t h a broad blade, the c u t t i n g edge s h a r p l y 

angled t o the t i p ( t y p e l ) . 

The b o l s t e r s are broken exoept the rearward p o r t i o n a t the dexter 

s i d e . I t seems c l e a r t h a t t hey were c y l i n d r i c a l ( t y p e A ) . 

The focus i s damaged but was f a i r l y shallow w i t h a small r a i s e d 

r i m . I t may have been f l a t - b o t t o m e d . I t shows signs of b u r n i n g . 
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The f r o n t of the o a p i t a l i s damaged and i t i s im p o s s i b l e to comment 
on the shape o f e i t h e r the f a s c i a or the fo c u s mount. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s one 

l a r g e and one debased t o r u s . At the base the order i s re v e r s e d and t h e r e 

i s a stepped p l i n t h . The orthodox t o r u s mouldings o f t h i s stone are the 

most r e g u l a r i n t h e i r c a r v i n g of any i n Northern B r i t a i n . 

H a v e r f i e l d suggested t h a t the a l t a r dated from the B r i t i s h e x p e d i t i o n 

o f Septimius Severus and C a r a c a l l a and t h e r e seems no reason to d i s p u t e 

t h i s view. The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the workshop i s more d i f f i c u l t but the 

type of k n i f e on the s h a f t i s one used by masons o f Legio V I and i t seems 

j u s t i f i a b l e t o i n c l u d e the stone i n t h i s group. 

RIB 1143 

H a v e r f i e l d , AA 3 V, 395-398} f i g . 15 f a c i n g 397. 

58. An a l t a r from Corbridge; now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by detachments o f Legiones XX and 

V I . I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r i s 42 inches h i g h , 18 inches 

wide and 10 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 19 inches h i g h , 17-jg- inches wide 

and 10 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the dext e r side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s a g u t t u s w i t h g l o b u l a r body, 

l o n g neck and spouted mouth ( t y p e A l ) and a patera set o b l i q u e l y w i t h the 

bowl towards the top and back of the stone. The s i n i s t e r side of the 

stone i s now ve r y weathered and no f i g u r e i s now t o be seen t h e r e . 

N e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor focus s u r v i v e . The top o f the stone i s now f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s now r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep. 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

Mouldings s u r v i v e o n l y at the f r o n t o f the stone. At both c a p i t a l 

and base there i s a t i n y s t e p . 



As the g u t t u s may he p a r a l l e l e d on another a l t a r o f Legio V I (37 )» 

t h i s a l t a r i s i n c l u d e d w i t h o t h e r s carved by masons of t h a t u n i t . 

RIB 1130 

Cat. Ant.. 61, no. 24« 

59* An a l t a r p r o b a b l y from near Corbridge} now i n the Church o f 

S t . John, Lee. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 4-4 inches h i g h , 17-g- inches 

wide and l ^ i nches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 1$^ inches h i g h , 17 inches wide 

and 14-ijr inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

At present the a l t a r i s i n v e r t e d so t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o comment 

on the d e t a i l s o f the b o l s t e r s and f o c u s . There i s a socket hole i n the 

base as i f f o r the s h a f t of a c r o s s . The stone h§s been used as a s u n d i a l 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i t i e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are t h r e e 

stepped-in t o r i and a t the base two stepped-in t o r i , f i v e t o r i set 

v e r t i c a l l y above each o t h e r and a p l i n t h . 

The m u l t i p l e v e r t i c a l t o r i o f the base are r e m i n i s c e n t of those on 

the base o f an a l t a r base, now l o s t , d e d i c a t e d by a c e n t u r i o n o f Legio V I 

( 3 8 ) . For t h i s reason the stone i s i n c l u d e d w i t h those carved by masons 

u s i n g Legio VI's t r a d i t i o n s . 

• Hodgson, NCH IV, 130. 

. Westgarth, PSAN 5I, 15 . 

60. The upper p a r t o f an u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r found i n the River Tyne 

and p r o b a b l y from Corbridge 5 now i n Hexham P r i o r y Church. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n cream sandstone. The complete stone has been 

a l a r g e one f o r the p o r t i o n s t i l l e x t a n t i s 34^ inches h i g h . I t i s 26J 

inches wide and I6f- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 19 inches wide and 13 

inches t h i c k . 
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There seems t o have been a swag on the f r o n t o f the s h a f t . On the 
dexter s i d e , w i t h i n a sunken a r c h , t h e r e i s the head o f a man i n r e l i e f . 
The m o t i f on the s i n i s t e r side o f the s h a f t i s v e r y weathered and i t s 
n a t u r e cannot now be determined. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) set w e l l away from the edges o f 

the c a p i t a l and f l a n k e d by t h r e e a c r o t e r i o n - l i k e p r o j e c t i o n s . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished and a t t a c h e d t o the f r o n t and back of 

the c a p i t a l ( f o c u s type A2bj upper s u r f a c e type l/lO). The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s 7 i n c h e s . The depth i s 1 i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s "extended," curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5b), 

and r i s i n g t o form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 1 ( p e d i m e n t ) . I t i s p o s s i b l e 

t h a t t h e r e was once a d e c o r a t i v e m o t i f i n the pediment but t h i s i s so 

weathered as to d e f y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . The mouldings are very worn but 

seem to have been two l a r g e , stepped-in t o r i . 

The shape of t h e a l t a r has no close p a r a l l e l s i n Northern B r i t a i n . 

The t h r e e a c r o t e r j a m - l i k e p r o j e c t i o n s , however, are s i m i l a r t o those on 

an a l t a r of Cohors IV Gallorum from Chesterholm and the decorated pediment 

i s r e m i n i s c e n t of t h a t o f another fragment from Corbridge, now i n the 

churchyard t h e r e . As i t can be e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t Cohors IV G-allorum was 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Legio V I . i t seems j u s t i f i a b l e to i n c l u d e t h i s stone w i t h 

those belonging to t h a t l e g i o n ' s sphere o f i n f l u e n c e . 

,. . Hodges, PSAN2 I I I , 59. 

61. An a l t a r from Bbchester• now i n the porch o f Bbchester Church. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to a Genius by a p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n 

b u f f sandstone. The h e i g h t i s 35 inches and i t i s 19-g- inches wide and 

11 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 15 inches h i g h , 18 inches wide and 10-J-

inohes t h i c k . 



The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the d e x t e r s i d e of the s h a f t t h e r e i s a much weathered guttuB 

( t y p e A2) and p a t e r a . On the s i n i s t e r s i d e t h e r e i s an eagle, w i t h 

wings o u t s t r e t c h e d , s t a n d i n g on a bar. 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l and double strapped i n the c e n t r e ( t y p e 

A3b). They are f l a t t e n e d on the t o p . The ends seem t o have been p l a i n . 

Only a very s l i g h t depression marks the r e c t a n g u l a r f o c u s . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow, and has been decorated, 

p r o b a b l y w i t h a band o f r o s e t t e s , as on the base. 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , c u r v i n g to form a 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 5. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e 

i s a l a r g e cable-moulded t o r u s above two small t o r i . At the base the 

order o f these mouldings i s r e v e r s e d . 

The f r o n t o f the base i s decorated w i t h a band of ro u n d e l s e n c l o s i n g 

geometric p a t t e r n s i n r e l i e f . Some o f these r o s e t t e s have f o u r and some 

have f i v e p e t a l s . 

The general s t y l e o f the a l t a r suggests t h a t i t belongs t o the second 

c e n t u r y . The r e c t a n g u l a r f o c u s , the focus mount and the eagle carved on 

the side o f the s h a f t p o i n t t o an o r i g i n i n the workshop o f a u n i t 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Legio V I . 

RIB ,1099 

Watkin, Arch. J. XLI, 177, no. 2. 

62. Part o f an a l t a r from (Ja i n f o r d , near Pi e r c e b r i d g e 4 , now i n the 

u n d e r c r o f t o f the Chapter L i b r a r y , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r o f Doliche by J u l i u s V a l e n t i n u s , 

c e n t u r i o n . I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 3 l J inches h i g h , and 

at present 12^- inches t h i c k . The a l t a r has been r e c u t f o r use i n the 

c a p i t a l o f a p i l l a r and i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o determine the maximum w i d t h 
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of the stone. The s h a f t i s 17 inches h i g h , 17f- inches wide a t present 
and 12^- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The s h a f t bears a f i n e r e l i e f o f an eagle s t a n d i n g on a bar w i t h 

wings p a r t l y open and h o l d i n g i n i t s beak a wreath. I t s head i s tu r n e d 

•towards the f r o n t o f the a l t a r . 

The c a p i t a l has been c u t away and o n l y the s i n i s t e r side i s preserved 

but here the f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth. I t i s 

decorated w i t h a band o f v e r t i c a l f l u t i n g s . 

The mouldings remain at the s i n i s t e r s i d e . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are 

f o u r t o r i o f v a r i o u s s i z e s . At the base t h e r e are t h r e e t o r i . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the year A.D.217* The 

v e r t i c a l f l u t i n g s , which may be p a r a l l e l e d on a stone o f Cohors IV Gallorum 

from Chesterholm ( l 6 l ) suggest t h a t t h e c e n t u r i o n belonged to.Legio V I 

and indeed t h e r e i s n o t h i n g improbable ±n t h i s ; a b u i l d i n g stone o f the 

l e g i o n has been found a t the s i t e (RIB 1025). C e r t a i n l y the a l t a r may 

w e l l be the work o f a s k i l l e d l e g i o n a r y mason. 

RIB 1022 

M e r l a t , 264-5 no. 272} f i g . 54. 

E d l e s t o n , PSACT3 I I , 344 w i t h f i g . 

63* An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r from Wyke, near Harewoodj now i n the 

Yor k s h i r e Museum. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 19^ inches h i g h , 12f- inches 

wide and 8̂ - inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 6 inches h i g h , 11 inches wide 

and 7 J inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The d e x t e r side o f the s h a f t bears a r e l i e f of a p a t e r a w i t h r a i s e d 

r i m , umbo and handle, but now damaged. On the s i n i s t e r side t h e r e i s 

a geometric design which may be int e n d e d f o r a wheel, or a type o f s o l a r 
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d i s k . I t has a r i m e n c l o s i n g f o u r double spokes set a t r i g h t angles t o 
each o t h e r . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The ends seem to have had moulded 

r i m s . 

The f o c u s i s e l l i p t i c a l , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b), and i s a t t a c h e d 

to the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 6 ) . I t measures i n t e r n a l l y 

3̂ - inches from side t o s i d e and 4 inches from back t o f r o n t . I t i s 1-̂ -

inches deep. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) , r i s i n g to a 

pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . I t i s decorated w i t h a smaller gable 

o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f and e n c l o s i n g a sunken pediment. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are two 

w i d e l y spaced t o r i and a stepped-in f i l l e t . These mouldings are r e v e r s e d 

a t the base and t h e r e i s a p l i n t h * 

YMH 45, no. 27. 

64» An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r from Kirkham or R i b c h e s t e r ; now used as a 

f o n t i n Lund Church, Kirkham. 

The a l t a r i s oarved i n g r i t s t o n e . I t i s 334" inches h i g h , 23^- inches 

wide and 16 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 20J- inches h i g h , 2 0 j inches wide 

and 14 inches t h i c k . 

The f r o n t and sides o f the s h a f t bear r e l i e f s of female f i g u r e s . On 

the f r o n t o f t h e stone,on a r a i s e d bar, there are t h r e e f i g u r e s i n 1 i n c h 

r e l i e f . They are f u l l y c l o t h e d and appear to be s t a n d i n g w i t h t h e i r arms 

c u r v i n g inwards to r e s t upon the f r o n t of t h e i r t h i g h s . The shoulders 

are h e a v i l y emphasised i n a manner r e m i n i s c e n t of" the t r e a t m e n t o f the 

t h o r a x of a female f i g u r e from near Great Chesters f o r t (RIB 1747). 

The heads o f the f i g u r e s have almost e n t i r e l y gone. The f i g u r e s on the 
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s i d e s o f the s h a f t are i n a d i f f e r e n t pose. They are dancing, t h e i r 
arms u p s t r e t c h e d as i n Highland r e e l s . They are wearing l o n g , f l o w i n g 
r o b e s . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , and small i n r e l a t i o n to the t o p . 

The f r o n t s ' are now damaged but i t i s l i k e l y t h a t they were p l a i n . 

The foous has now gone and an o v a l v e s s e l has been i n s e r t e d . I t seems 

l i k e l y t h a t the focus was i t s e l f o v a l and t h a t i t had a r a i s e d r i m . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The foous mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , r i s i n g to form a 

low c u r v i n g t r u n c a t e d pediment. The o r i g i n a l shape seems to have been 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type 4» 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l d i s p l a y s 

a c a v e t t o , a t o r u s and one stepped-in f i l l e t . At t h e si d e s there i s 

e x t r a f i l l e t . At the base a t o r u s , c a v e t t o and f i l l e t are placed i n 

descending order from the s h a f t . 

The d e c o r a t i o n o f t h i s a l t a r i s unique and d i f f i c u l t to p a r a l l e l . 

Droop compares the f i g u r e s t o the dancing worshippers o f the Matres carved 

on stones from Pallanza and A v i g l i a n a . As the t h r e e females on the f r o n t 

o f t h e s h a f t are be s t i d e n t i f i e d as the Mother Goddesses, these p a r a l l e l s 

seem j u s t i f i e d . From the ge n e r a l shape o f the stone i t would appear t o 

be of r e l a t i v e l y e a r l y date and c e r t a i n l y not l a t e r than the end o f the 

second c e n t u r y . C e r t a i n f e a t u r e s such as the shape of the focus mount 

suggest t h a t the mason r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the c a r v i n g had been i n f l u e n c e d 

by the s t y l e s o f Legio V I and i t i s a c c o r d i n g l y i n c l u d e d i n t h a t u n i t ' s 

group. 

. . . Droop, Ant. J. X I I I , 30-32? p l a t e V I f a c i n g 30. 

65. The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r from near M u m r i l l s ; now i n the 

N a t i o n a l Museum, Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the Mother Goddesses by Cassius, a standard 
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b e a r e r . I t i s carved i n g r i t t y sandstone. The h e i g h t of the stone 
i s 14f- i n c h e s . I t i s 10 inches wide and 6Jr inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 
i s 8£ inches wide and 5 j inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The h o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . 

The f o c u s i s e l l i p t i c a l , i r r e g u l a r i n shape and sunken ( t y p e A l a ) . 

From side to side i t measures 4 inches i n t e r n a l l y ; i t measures 2 inches 

from f r o n t t o hack. The depth i s ^ i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged," ourved under the b o l s t e r s , ( t y p e 5)« 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s formed by convex arcs which meet i n a deep 

c e n t r a l groove ( t y p e 6 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . The upper moulding i s a small 

t o r u s . Below t h i s t h e r e i s a sagging cytua reversa moulding and then 

another small t o r u s . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y comes from t h e l a t e r second c e n t u r y and i t may 

w e l l be the product o f a mason t r a i n e d i n the school of Legio VI f o r 

the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s s i m i l a r to those o f the l e g i o n a r y stones from 

the River Tyne a t Newcastle (23, 24)• The sagging cyma r e v e r s a moulding 

i n d i o a t e s t h a t t h e mason was out of touch w i t h c l a s s i c a l c o n v e n t i o n s . 

RIB 2141 

Macdonald, PSAS DCXIII, 245-246} p l a t e LXXX f a c i n g 246. 

66. An a l t a r from Newcastle; now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s ded i c a t e d to J u p i t e r f o r the w e l f a r e and v i c t o r y of 

the Emperor. I t i s carved i n coarse sandstone and i s 24 inches h i g h . 

I t i s 9̂ - inches wide and 10^ inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 8 inches h i g h , 

7f- inches wide and 8-g- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 
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On the dexter side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s a g u t t u s w i t h an o v o i d 
body and wide neck ( t y p e B2), set d i a g o n a l l y across the s h a f t . The 
s i n i s t e r side bears a r e l i e f o f a p a t e r a w i t h r a i s e d r i m and umbo, 
set o b l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl t o the f r o n t and base of the stone. 

The b o l s t e r s are cigar-shaped, w i t h grooved c e n t r a l s t r a p s ( t y p e 

B2a). The ends are p l a i n . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r a i s e d r i m and umbo ( t y p e A2c). I t i s 

a t t a c h e d to the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l by a s p o u t - l i k e p r o j e c t i o n (upper 

surface type 6 / l 0 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 4 i n c h e s . I t i s £• i n c h 

deep. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s ' " ( t y p e 2 ) f and curves upwards 

to form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 5» 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s and has a chamfer a t the back. 

At the c a p i t a l there i s a t o r u s , a cyma reversa and a stepped-in f i l l e t . 

At the base a stepped-out f i l l e t surmounts a cyma r e v e r s a , a stepped-out 

f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y of second-century date as the b o l s t e r s and focus 

mount i n d i c a t e . I t a p p a r e n t l y belongs to the group of a l t a r s carved by 

masons t r a i n e d i n the workshops o f Legio V I . 

RIB 1316 

•. . . Spain, AA 4 X, 109-110; p l a t e IX f a c i n g 110. 

67. An a l t a r found south west o f the Roman f o r t at Old C a r l i s l e ; 

now b u i l t i n t o the garden w a l l of the Cumberland County Cou n c i l ' s 

C h i l d r e n s ' Home, G r e e n h i l l House, Wigton. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated t o Belatucadrus by A u r e l i u s Tasulus, a v e t e r a n , 

and i s carved i n red sandstone. Only the face o f the stone i s v i s i b l e . 

The a l t a r i s 26g- inches h i g h and 134f inches wide. The s h a f t i s 8 J inches 



h i g h and 9 inches wide. 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

I t i s im p o s s i b l e t o see the si d e s of the s h a f t . 

The a l t a r does not seem to have had t r a d i t i o n a l b o l s t e r s but these 

are suggested by the c a r v i n g o f c i r c u l a r mouldings on the f r o n t o f the 

c a p i t a l . 

The focus oannot be seen but i t seems l i k e l y t h a t the top v i s f l a t 

and t h a t none e x i s t s . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 7 ) . The top of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t 

but between the roundels o f the b o l s t e r s t h e r e i s a gable i n low r e l i e f 

w i t h i n which a double gable i s i n c i s e d . The base of these gables i s 

also i n c i s e d and a p e r p e n d i c u l a r groove, dropped from the apex, b i s e c t s 

the base l i n e . 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t the a l t a r was moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . At 

b o t h c a p i t a l and base t h e r e i s chamfer, somewhat i r r e g u l a r i n shape. 

At the f r o n t o f the base the chamfer i s cabled and below i t two smaller 

mouldings, the upper one c a b l e d , echo the shape o f the l a t e r a l p r o f i l e . 

These small mouldings do not reach the edges of the stone. 

The a l t a r i s a good example o f the new-style a l t a r s of the t h i r d 

c e n t u r y . The "enlarged" f a s c i a , so b i g t h a t i t has swallowed up the 

b o l s t e r s , and the chamfered mouldings are t y p i c a l of the post-Severan 

age. Also i n t e r e s t i n g i s the shape o f the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e , now 

i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the mass of the c a p i t a l , but c l e a r l y r e p r e s e n t i n g 

a devolved form of the pediment and of t h e " e n l a r g e d " f a s c i a of 40« I t 

seems l i k e l y t h a t the vet e r a n who d e d i c a t e d the a l t a r and who may w e l l 

have carved i t , had served w i t h Legio V I . 

RIB 887 

LS_ 831 

Collingwood, CW2 X X V I I I , 113, no. 2. 
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68. The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r from R i b c h e s t e r ; now i n Ribchester 

Museum. 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d f o r the w e l f a r e and v i c t o r y of the Emperor 

C a r a c a l l a and h i s mother J u l i a Domna. I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. 

The stone i s 26 inches h i g h , 22-g- inches wide and 15-g- inches t h i c k . The 

s h a f t i s 20 inches wide and 13-g- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s o u t l i n e d by two bead mouldings f o r m i n g a panel 15^ inches 

wide. 

The s i d e s o f the s h a f t are decorated w i t h panels o u t l i n e d by a p l a i n 

border 1̂ - inches wide and e n o l o s i n g v i n e s c r o l l s . On the dext e r side 

o f the stone the s c r o l l f aces the f r o n t } on the s i n i s t e r side the 

s c r o l l faces the r e a r . 

The t o p o f the stone i s now f l a t a l t h o u g h Watkin r e p o r t s t h a t when 

f i r s t d i s c overed p a r t o f the o a p i t a l remained, and t h a t i t was removed 

i n order to support a l a r g e slab on which a bust c o u l d r e s t . 

The f a s c i a appears t o have been r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s and has chamfers at the back. 

A eyma r e c t a marks the t r a n s i t i o n t o the s h a f t . . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o the years A.D. 212-217. 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o place i n t o a d e f i n i t e workshop a l t h o u g h the use o f 

the v i n e s c r o l l and the p a n e l l e d d i e l e n d support t o the view t h a t i t 

belongs to t h a t o f Legio V I . 

RIB 590 

Watkin, 143-1445 f i g . , 143. 

69. An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r from South S h i e l d s ; now i n South S h i e l d s 

Museum. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 9 inches h i g h , 5^ 

inches wide and 4+ inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 3 inches h i g h , 4 i inches 
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wide and 3 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The ends are broken. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished ( t y p e A l a ) , set on a lozenge-shaped 

p l a t f o r m w i t h concave s i d e s (upper surface type 13). I t has an i n t e r n a l 

diameter o f l£ inches and i s -g- i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 3) and r i s e s i n a r c s t o a t r u n c a t e d 

gable ( t y p e 3 ) . The back o f the c a p i t a l i s s i m i l a r . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l 

t h e r e are two t o r i } a t the sides t h e r e are t h r e e . There are two t o r i 

a t the base. 

T h i s small a l t a r may w e l l be the work o f a mason o f Legio V I . The 

upper surface has something i n common w i t h t h a t o f 73 which was found a t 

York. 

70. An a l t a r from York} now i n the Yo r k s h i r e Museum. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the god Arc i a c o and t o the Emperor's 

Numen by Mat.... V i t a l i s , c e n t u r i o n . The d e d i c a t o r ' s u n i t i s not s p e c i f i e d 

but the form o f the c a p i t a l and the s t y l e o f l e t t e r i n g suggest t h a t i t was 

not Legio IX Hispana. I t i s almost c e r t a i n l y Legio V I . The a l t a r i s 

carved i n g r i t s t o n e . I t i s 24 inches h i g h , 12 inches wide and 10 inches 

t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 9 j inches h i g h and 12 inches wide. 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n $nd. ourve s l i g h t l y a t the i n n e r side to 

frame the focus ( t y p e F ) . The f r o n t s are decorated w i t h d r i l l e d holes} 

f i v e s u r v i v e on the s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h s l i g h t l y r a i s e d r i m ( t y p e A2b). 

I t o v e r s a i l s the b o l s t e r s (upper surface type 5)« The i n t e r n a l diameter 

i s 7 i n c h e s . The depth i s £• i n c h . The f o c u s f i l l s the area above the 

f a s c i a and between the b o l s t e r s so t h a t the upper p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l 
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i s f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i B " e n l a r g e d " , c u r v e d under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5 ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the f a s c i a i s i n the shape of a pediment ( t y p e l ) , 

o u t l i n e d by a bead mould. An i n c i s e d supine c r e s c e n t i s the c e n t r a l 

d e c o r a t i v e f e a t u r e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h e f r o n t o n l y . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e a r e 

t h r e e s t e p p e d - i n t o r i . At the base t h e r e a r e two stepped-out t o r i and 

a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The b o l s t e r s w i t h c u r v i n g i n n e r edge and t h e e n l a r g e d f a s c i a 

s u g g est t h a t the a l t a r i s a t home i n the f i r s t p a r t o f the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

The u s e of the d r i l l i s noteworthy but can g i v e no c l u e a s to d a t e . 

RIB 640 

E b u r . 118, no. 40; p l a t e 43. 

71. An a l t a r from Y o r k j now i n the Y o r k s h i r e Museum. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i o a t e d to the Mother Goddesses o f the household 

by G a i u s J u l i u s C r e s c e n s . I t i s c a r v e d i n l i m e s t o n e . The a l t a r i s 17-g-

i n c h e s h i g h , $jg i n c h e s wide and 6̂ - i n c h e s t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 9 j i n c h e s 

h i g h , 8 i n c h e s wide and 5f- i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The d i e i s e n c l o s e d i n a cyma-moulded p a n e l 74" i n c h e s h i g h and 6 

i n c h e s wide. y 

The d e x t e r s i d e of the s h a f t i s ornamented by r a i s e d , round-ended 

s t r a p s , s p r i n g i n g a l t e r n a t e l y from the top and bottom of the s t o n e . 

These s t i l l r e t a i n t h e i r c o l o u r i n g ; the s t r a p s a r e r e d and the f i e l d i n 

which they a r e s e t i s y e l l o w . The s i n i s t e r s i d e of the s h a f t i s f l u t e d : 

l a r g e stopped f l u t i n g s , c o l o u r e d r e d , a l t e r n a t e w i t h i r r e g u l a r l y spaced 

grooves, some c l o s e t o g e t h e r and o t h e r s wide a p a r t . 

The b o l s t e r s have now gone. 

The f o c u s i s broken but a fragment r e m a i n s and seems to have had 

a r i m . I t was pr o b a b l y c i r c u l a r . 
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The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow and concave. This i s 
a f e a t u r e appearing on an u n i n s o r i b e d a l t a r from B i r r e n s (148). 

The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s broken but the fragment remaining 

suggests t h a t the fo c u s mount was between the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are two 

t o r i , a bead and an i n v e r t e d cyma r e v e r s a . At the base there i s a l a r g e , 

stepped-out cyma r e v e r s a , two bead mouldings and a sma l l p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s e l e g a n t l y carved and must have presented an impressive 

appearance i n i t s o r i g i n a l s t a t e . The concave f a s c i a , p a r a l l e l e d on an 

a l t a r carved most p r o b a b l y by a mason of Cohors I I Tungrorum, suggests 

t h a t t h i s stone too i s the product of a m i l i t a r y workshop. Cohors I I 

Tungrorum i s a u n i t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Legio V"! i n the second c e n t u r y and, 

as t h i s a l t a r comes from York, i t seems reasonable to a s c r i b e i t t o t h a t 

l e g i o n ' s c r a f t s m e n . I t may be s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t a man of the same name 

as the d e d i c a t o r set up a s t a t u e base at B i r r e n s . 

RIB 652 

Ebur., 118, no. 38) p l a t e 43? f i g * 81. 

YMH, 38, no. 15. 

72. An a l t a r base from York; now i n the Y o r k s h i r e Museum. 

Only the base and p a r t o f t h e s h a f t s u r v i v e . On the p l i n t h the 

l e t t e r s S P R appear? these may be a f o r g e r y . The base i s carved i n 

l i m e s t o n e . The stone i s lOf- inches h i g h , 8 inches wide and 74 inches 

t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 5ir inches wide and 7 inches t h i c k . 

A t the f r o n t of the d i e t h e r e i s p i l a s t e r w i t h two v e r t i c a l grooves 

and d o u b l e - t o r u s moulded base. 

The stone has been moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . An ov o l o , two t o r i and 

a stepped-out p l i n t h occur i n descending order from the s h a f t . 

The p i l a s t e r - b o r d e r e d d i e and the provenance o f the a l t a r make i t 

p o s s i b l e t o ass o c i a t e the stone w i t h the workshops o f Legio V I . 

RIB 664 
Ebur., 118, no. 41* 
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73« An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r from York; now i n the Y o r k s h i r e Museum. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n coarse sandstone. I t i s 28 inches h i g h , 

15^- inches wide and l l | - inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 13-4 inches h i g h , 

14^- inches wide and 10^- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the s h a f t t h e r e i s a r e l i e f o f an axe w i t h 

curved b l a d e , square-ended beyond the h a f t ( t y p e 2 ) . There i s simple 

wreath on the s i n i s t e r side of the s h a f t . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h broad s t r a p s ( t y p e A2c). The 

ends are damaged. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished ( t y p e A l a ) , and a t t a c h e d to the 

s t r a p s of the b o l s t e r s and t o the f r o n t and back o f the c a p i t a l (upper 

surface type 14)• 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 5)« The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s 

damaged but i t seems l i k e l y t h a t the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e was i n pediment 

form ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

t o r u s f l a n k e d by f i l l e t s . At the base, there are two t o r i and a stepped-

out p l i n t h . 

The presence of the axe on the s h a f t makes i t l i k e l y t h a t t h i s 

stone was produced i n a m i l i t a r y workshop. As i t i s from York the most 

probable source i s t h e workshop of Legio V I . 

Bbur., 118, no. 45; p l a t e 44-

YMH». 45, no. 25. 

74* An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r from York; now i n the Yor k s h i r e Museum. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n coarse sandstone. I t i s 23-g- inches h i g h , 

15j inches wide and 12-g- inches t h i c k . 



The s h a f t b e a r s c a r v i n g s i n r e l i e f on a l l f o u r s i d e s . At the 

f r o n t o f the stone, t h r e e Mother Goddesses s i t i n a round-headed n i c h e , 

t h e i r r i g h t arms f o l d e d d i a g o n a l l y a c r o s s t h e i r b r e a s t s , t h e i r l e f t 

hands i n t h e i r l a p s . On the d e x t e r s i d e , i n a s i m i l a r n i c h e , s t a n d s 

a f i g u r e i n k n e e - l e n g t h c l o a k , h o l d i n g w i t h both hands an o f f e r i n g , 

p o s s i b l y a dead a n i m a l , i n f r o n t o f him. The s i n i s t e r s i d e o f the s h a f t 

d e p i c t s two f i g u r e s i n a n k l e - l e n g t h c l o a k s over l o n g t u n i c s , s t a n d i n g 

i n - a round-headed n i c h e . The s h o r t e r o f the two f i g u r e s a a r r i e s an 

o f f e r i n g , g r a s p i n g i t w i t h the l e f t hand and s t e a d y i n g i t w i t h i h e r i g h t . 

The l a r g e r f i g u r e g r i p s the f o l d o f h i s cloak w i t h h i s l e f t hand. At the 

back o f the s h a f t a boar i n r e l i e f r u n s towards a j a r or u r n . 

The b o l s t e r s a r e now damaged but they may have had s w e l l i n g c e n t r e s 

( t y p e B l ) . 

The fooua i s now broken but h a s been c i r c u l a r . 

There i s n e i t h e r f a s c i a nor f o c u s mount. 

The upper p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s now f l a t . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the base t h e r e i s a t o r u s 

and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s weathered and has been m u t i l a t e d . The b o l s t e r s , i f 

c i g a r - s h a p e d , and the f i g u r e s c u l p t u r e on the s h a f t a c c o r d w i t h the 

l e g i o n a r y s t y l e s of L e g i o V I and i t seems l i k e l y t h a t t h i s stone was 

c a r v e d by a s o l d i e r , perhaps a v e t e r a n . 

Ebur *. 118, no. 42} p l a t e 45. 

YMH. 37, no. 13. 

75. An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r from Dunnington n e a r York} now i n the 

Y o r k s h i r e Museum. 

The a l t a r i s c a r v e d i n s a n d s t o n e . I t i s 14ir i n o h e s h i g h , 8 i n c h e s 

wide and 9 i n c h e s t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 6£ i n c h e s h i g h , 6 i n c h e s wide 

and i n c h e s t h i c k . 
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The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the d e x t e r side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s a much damaged o b j e c t which 

may be a g u t t u s . On the s i n i s t e r side t h e r e i s an axe w i t h curved blade, 

square-ended beyond the h a f t ( t y p e 2 ) , and a broad bladed k n i f e o f type 2. 

I f t h e r e have been any b o l s t e r s they have been p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h a r i m ( t y p e A2b). The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s 6 i n c h e s . The depth i s J i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium dept h . 

The f o c u s mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) . The c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e i s a pediment, sunken and o u t l i n e d by a bead moulding ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

cabled f i l l e t , a t o r u s and a p l a i n f i l l e t . At the base t h e r e are three 

t o r i and the p l i n t h . 

The presence o f the k n i f e and axe p o i n t t o a m i l i t a r y o r i g i n f o r 

the stone and, as i t was found near York, the most l i k e l y mason i s a 

s o l d i e r o f Legio V I . 

Ebur., 118, no. 47. 

P r o c t o r W. i n ed. Bowman W., R e l i q u i a e Antiquae Eboracenses (Leeds 1855)» 
86-87 w i t h f i g . , 86. 

YMH., 46, no. 31. 

76. An a l t a r or p e d e s t a l o f u n c e r t a i n provenance; now i n the Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 47|r inches h i g h , 2Sm inches 

wide and I6f- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 28-g- inches h i g h , 23^- inches wide 

and 132" inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a sunken panel 21 inches wide, f l a n k e d by rounded a t t a c h e d 

s h a f t s . 

The sides o f the s h a f t are p a n e l l e d and edged by a p l a i n border 1 
i n c h wide. On the dexter side o f the s h a f t there i s a g u t t u s w i t h o v o i d 
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body, l o n g neck and round mouth ( t y p e B5). The base i s shallow but wide. 

On the s i n i s t e r side of the s h a f t there i s a long-handled axe w i t h 

s t r a i g h t - s i d e d b l a d e . I t i s damaged but may w e l l have been o f type 4. 

A t r i a n g u l a r - b l a d e d k n i f e also appears on t h i s side of the s h a f t ( t y p e 4 ) . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 

A r e c t a n g u l a r socket occupies the c e n t r e of the upper surface of the 

c a p i t a l ( t y p e B5a). I t measures 5f- inches from f r o n t to back and 7 inches 

from s i d e t o s i d e . I t i s 2 inches deep. 

The f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l i s damaged but at the back o f the c a p i t a l 

t h e r e i s a r e c t a n g u l a r f a s c i a ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The upper p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l cannot be determined. At the back 

the stone i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are t h r e e 

stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , two t o r i 

and a p l i n t h . 

The s i z e of the stone and the presence of the s a c r i f i c i a l implements 

and v e s s e l suggest a m i l i t a r y o r i g i n . The rounded a t t a c h e d s h a f t may 

i n d i c a t e the i n f l u e n c e o f Legio V I (40)» 

77» An a l t a r o f u n c e r t a i n provenance; now i n the Museum at Chesters. 

Most o f the i n s c r i p t i o n i s o b l i t e r a t e d and no d e d i c a t i o n s u r v i v e s . 

The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 42 inches h i g h , 18 inches 

wide and 17 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 17-g- inches h i g h , 17-g- inches wide 

and 16 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the d e x t e r side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s an axe of type 1 . A handled 

p a t e r a set o b l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl towards the f r o n t and base of the stone 

appears on the s i n i s t e r side w h i l e the back of the s h a f t bears a handle-

l e s s p a t e r a w i t h two c o n c e n t r i c r i m s . 

The s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r remains. I t i s p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . 
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There i s no f o c u s ; the top of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep and i s d e c o r a t e d by f o u r 

b u o r a n i a i n r e l i e f w i t h i n a sunken p a n e l . 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , sweeping upwards 

i n two concave a r c s to form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 4. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

f i l l e t , a sa g g i n g cyma r e v e r s a and a s t e p p e d - i n f i l l e t . At the base 

t h e r e i s a s m a l l a n g u l a r t o r u s , a cyma r e v e r s a and t h r e e s m a l l t o r i . At 

the s i d e s o f the base t h e r e a r e two i n s t e a d o f t h r e e s m a l l t o r i . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of t h i s a l t a r c o n n e c t s i t s mason w i t h L e g i o V I 

and the p r e s e n c e of the s a c r i f i c i a l v e s s e l s and axe c o n f i r m s the view 

t h a t the stone i s of m i l i t a r y o r i g i n . The d e c o r a t e d f a s c i a i s un i q u e . 

I t i s i m p o s s i b l e to be p r e c i s e about the a u x i l i a r y u n i t to which the 

mason belonged a l t h o u g h i t may w e l l be t h a t i t i s l e g i o n a r y work. 

R I B 2073 

Budge, 339, noi 197. 

C h e s t e r s C a t . . 32, no. 229. 

78. The lower p a r t of an a l t a r of u n c e r t a i n provenance; now i n 

the Durham and Newcastle U n i v e r s i t i e s E x c a v a t i o n Committee's 

hut a t C o r b r i d g e . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s d e f e c t i v e . The a l t a r i s c a r v e d i n c o a r s e sand­

s t o n e . The stone i s 19 i n c h e s h i g h , 14 i n c h e s wide and 11 i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s lOg- i n c h e s wide and 9 i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the d e x t e r s i d e of the s h a f t the blade of an axe ( t y p e 3 or 4) 

s u r v i v e s . The s i n i s t e r s i d e i s l e s s damaged and here t h e r e i s the bowl 

of a p a t e r a o r s t r a i n e r , c a r v e d base uppermost w i t h p r o j e c t i n g umbo. The 

v e s s e l i s s e t v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the base o f the s t o n e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . Two t o r i appear a t the f r o n t 



of the s t o n e . 

The p r e s e n c e o f the s a c r i f i c i a l axe and v e s s e l s u g g e s t s t h a t the 

a l t a r i s the product of a m i l i t a r y workshop. I f the bowl i s t h a t o f a 

s t r a i n e r , a s the umbo seems to i n d i c a t e , i t may w e l l be t h a t the a l t a r 

oomes from Chesterholra f o r two s t o n e s w i t h t h i s m o t i f have been found 

on t h a t s i t e , one a product of L e g i o V I (26)5 the o t h e r stone i s 400. 

JRS L I I , 195, no. 22. 
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A u x i l i a r y u n i t s u s i n g t e m p l e t s s i m i l a r to those of L e g i o V I an 

c a r v i n g a l t a r s from d e s i g n s s i m i l a r to those of the l e g i o n . 

A l a Tungrorum 

The one a l t a r from t h i s u n i t has t h e c u r v e d c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 

3< a s s o c i a t e d w i t h L e g i o V I and i s t h e r e f o r e i n c l u d e d w i t h the r e g i m e n t s 

of t h a t l e g i o n ' s " s c h o o l " . 

79• An a l t a r from n e a r M u m r i l l s f o r t ; now i n the N a t i o n a l Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , E d i n b u r g h . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to H e r c u l e s Magusanus by V a l e r i u s N i i g r i n u s , 

d u p l i c a r i u s of A l a Tungrorum. I t i s c a r v e d i n s a n d s t o n e . The h e i g h t of 

the a l t a r i s 33f- i n c h e s and i t i s l l f - i n c h e s wide and 12-̂ - i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s l l f - i n c h e s h i g h , 9 i n c h e s wide and 9o" i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The d i e and the s h a f t a re p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s a r e p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , but a r e damaged a t t h e f r o n t and 

the back. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , d i s h e d w i t h r i m and h i g h umbo ( t y p e A 2 c ) . I t 

i s a t t a c h e d to t h e b o l s t e r s by uncut r i d g e s of stone and to the f r o n t and 

back of the c a p i t a l (upper s u r f a c e type 8 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 4 

i n c h e s and t h e depth i s J i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s " e n l a r g e d " but damage to the b o l s t e r s makes i t s 

r e l a t i o n s h i p to them o b s c u r e . The c e n t r e p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l has been 

formed by twin concave a r c s , emphasised by a groove, and p r o b a b l y g i v i n g 

a p r o f i l e o f type 3« 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a bead 
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moulding o u t l i n i n g the f a s c i a and below i t a f i l l e t i n c l i n e d outwards, a 

bead and two torus mouldings, the lower chamfered to the shaft . At the 

base there are two t o r i , one bead, one f i l l e t i n c l i n e d inwards, one bead 

and the p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s probably of second century date. The fascia suggests that 

i t belongs to the l a t t e r part of the period. 

RIB 2140 

Macdonald, 417-8, no. 331 plate LXXIV, 1. 
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Conors I Baetasiorum 
Six a l t a r s naming Conors I Baetasiorum are extant. 

The shaft and die , i n every instance, are p l a i n . 

I t i s clear t h a t "by the Antonine period, t h i s u n i t was rec e i v i n g 

templets from Legio V I . The cigar-shaped bolster had been adopted by i t s 

masons by the time the cohort reached Maryport. Other features of the u n i t ' s 

a l t a r s seem to r e f l e c t d i f f e r e n t influences. The unusual c a p i t a l of the one 

survi v i n g a l t a r from the Antonine Wall w i t h i t s large b o l s t e r s , large, f l a t -

bottomed, flat-rimmed focus and "enlarged" fascia i n which bolster-ends and 

fascia are i n one plane, i s the same as that of an a l t a r of Ala Augusta 

Vooontiorum from Newstead, which i s presumably to be associated with Legio XX. 

At Maryport, the a l t a r s are of d i s t i n c t i v e s t y l e w i t h round, raised f o o i 

standing high above the upper surfaoe, and carved independently of any other 

feat u r e . The focus mounts are also free-standing. Pour of the stones are 

without fasciae. I t i s tempting to speoulate t h a t the Maryport a l t a r s , a l l 

oarved on four sides and much of a size, r e f l e c t the styles of an e a r l i e r 

period, perhaps those of Legio IX Hispana. The i n s c r i p t i o n s a l l bear the 

formula V S L L M, a form used by Legio IX (RIB 659) 

The a l t a r s from Maryport f a l l w i t h i n a narrow time-soalej only two 

prefects are mentioned and the oarving i s c l e a r l y the work of one man. 

I f Cohors I Baetasiorum were stationed at Maryport a f t e r the re-occupation 

of Hadrian's Wall i n or about A.D. 158, then, these a l t a r s ought to date 

from the next decade. The set of templets used at Bar H i l l was s t i l l part 

of the u n i t ' s equipment at Maryport. 

80. An a l t a r from Bar H i l l f o r t ) now i n the Hunterian Museum, 

Glasgow. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated by Cohors I Baetasiorum to a d e i t y unspecified. 

I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r i s 37 inches high, 17 inches wide and 
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16f- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 18 inches high, 14% inches wide and 14 

inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) , and, although damaged, seem to have 

had p l a i n ends. 

The foous i s la r g e , almost c i r c u l a r and has a f l a t r im and f l a t bottom 

(type B6a). I t touches the b o l s t e r s and i s attached to the f r o n t and back 

of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 10). The i n t e r n a l diameter from side to 

side i s 10 inches and the depth i s % inch. 

The fascia i s "enlarged" (type 6 ) . I t i s carved i n one plane w i t h the 

erids of the b o l s t e r s . 

The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s now damaged but the oentral p r o f i l e seems 

to have been f l a t (type 10) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a torus, 

a cyma reverse based on i n t e r s e c t i n g aros and oarved from a set of templets 

used by Legio V I . and two small stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base the order 

i s reversed and there i s a p l i n t h . The cyma moulding of the base i s set out 

w i t h the same templet as that used f o r the c a p i t a l . This set of templets 

was also used while the u n i t was stationed at Maryport. 

The a l t a r probably comes from the early Antonine period when the cohort 

was i n garrison at Bar H i l l . 

RIB 2169 

Macdonald, 424-425, no. 41j plate L I I I , 2 . 

81. An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum at Netherhall, 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the V i c t o r y of the Emperor by Cfahors I 

Baetasiorum under the command of Ulpius T i t i a n u s . I t i s carved i n red 

sandstone. The a l t a r i s 39̂ - inches high, 14$- inches wide and ld£- inches 

t h i c k . The shaft i s 17 inches high, 12 inches wide and 7£ inches t h i c k . 



The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , tapering s l i g h t l y towards the f r o n t . 

The ends are p l a i n . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t i s 

attaohed to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7 ) . The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 6 inches and the depth i s l£ inches. 

There i s no f a s c i a * 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) , r i s i n g to a rounded 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e (type l / 2 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a f i l l e t , 

a cyma reversa based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs and taken from a set of templets 

emanating from Legio V I . and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base these 

mouldings are reversed and there i s a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r probably belongs to the decade f o l l o w i n g the re-ocoupation 

of Hadrian's Wall c. A.D. 158. 

RIB 843 

Bailey, 145, no. 355 plate V facing 146. 

82. An a l t a r from Maryportf now i n the Museum at Wetherhall, 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated to M i l i t a r y Mars by Cohors I Baetasiorum under 

the command of Ulpius T i t i a n u s . I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The a l t a r 

i s 35f inohes high, 18£ inches wide and 14 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s l 6 f 

inches high, 15f- inches wide and inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , and set back from the edges of the 

c a p i t a l . The ends are p l a i n . 

The fpoua i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 6 inches. The depth i s 1 inch. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s damaged but there survives a platform 
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from the b o l s t e r s on which the focus r e s t s (focus mount type 2 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the o a p i t a l there i s a f i l l e t , 

a oyma reversa based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs set out w i t h a templet from the 

same set as that used by masons of Cohors I Hamlorum c. A.D. 163 a* Carvoran, 

and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base these mouldings are reversed and there 

i s a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r probably belongs to the deoade f o l l o w i n g the re-oooupation 

of Hadrian's Wall c. A.D. 158. 

RIB 838 

Bailey, 144, no. 32j plate IV facing 145. 

83» An a l t a r from Maryport) now i n the Museum at Netherhall, 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by Cohors I Baetasiorum under the 

command to T i t u s A t t i u s Tutor. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The height 

of the a l t a r i s 37̂ - inches and i t i s 14̂ - inches wide and 11 inches t h i c k . 

The shaft i s 18 inches high, 12f- inches wide and 9* inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are cigar-shaped (type B l ) , set back s l i g h t l y from the 

edges of the o a p i t a l . The ends are damaged but at the s i n i s t e r side there 

i s a groove, apparently a l l t h a t i s l e f t of an incised roundel. 

The focus i s small, c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h umbo (type A2c) raised w e l l 

above the upper surface of the c a p i t a l . The diameter i s 3-g- inches. The 

depth i s inch. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The foous mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) and now damaged. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a f i l l e t , 

a torus, a f i l l e t and another to r u s . At the base these mouldings are 

reversed and there i s a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r probably dates from the decade f o l l o w i n g the re-occupation 

of Hadrian's Wall c. A.D. 158. 
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RIB 830 

Bailey, 143, no. 27; p l a t e I I facing 143. 

84. An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum at Netherhall, 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to M i l i t a r y Mars by Cohors I Baetasiorum under 

the command of Titus A t t i u s Tutor. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The 

height of the stone i s $6% inohes, the width i s 17^ inches and the thickness 

i s 14 inches. The shaft i s 17£ inches high, 13f- inches wide and l l f - inches 

t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r has gone but the dexter i s cigar-shaped (type B l ) , 

w i t h a p l a i n end. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r and steeply dished (type A2a). The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s 7 inches. I t i s 2% inches deep. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The focua mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) , r i s i n g to form a 

semi-circular p r o f i l e (type 2 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a f i l l e t , 

a torus and two stepped-in f i l l e t s . The base has the same mouldings i n 

reverse and there i s a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r probably belongs to the decade f o l l o w i n g the re-occupation 

of Hadrian's Wall c. A.D. 158. 

RIB 837 

Bailey, 141, no. 17; plate I , f a c i n g 139. 

85* An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum at Netherhall, Maryport. 

The a l t a r 1B dedicated to the Emperor's V i c t o r y by Cohors I Baetasiorum 

under the command of Titus A t t i u s Tutor. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. 

The a l t a r i s 37 inches high, 15§- inches wide and 14̂ - inohes t h i o k . 
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The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The one surviving bolster i s small and cigar-shaped (type B l ) . I t 

has a p l a i n end. 

The focus i s large, c i r c u l a r and steeply dished (type A 2 a ) . The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 7 inches. The depth i s 2^- inches. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s damaged but has been "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a torus 

and two stepped-in f i l l e t s . These mouldings are reversed at the base 

although the torus i s larger and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r probably dates from the decade a f t e r the re-occupation of 

Hadrian's Wall, c. A.D. 158 . 

RIB 842 

Bailey, 143, no. 38f plate I I I f a cing 144• 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Cohors I Baetasiorum. 

8 6 . A fragment of the s i n i s t e r side of the c a p i t a l of an a l t a r , from 

Maryport} now i n the Museum at Netherhall, Maryport. 

The fragment i s carved i n red sandstone. I t i s 9 inches high, 7 inches 

wide and 4 § inches t h i c k . 

The sur v i v i n g bolster i s c y l i n d r i c a l (type A l a ) . 

The fascia i s carved i n one plane w i t h the f r o n t B of the bolsters 

(type 6 ) . This i s reminiscent of the fasoiae carved by masons of Cohors I 

Baetasiorum and the stone may we l l belong to t h e i r workshop. 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l sweeps down from the bolsters i n 

a s t y l e favoured by the school of Legio V I . 
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87« The lower part of an unlnsoribed a l t a r or pedestal from Maryport} 
now In the Museum at Netherhall, Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n red sandstone. I t i s 39 inches high, 12-§-

inches wide and 9 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 10J inches wide and 7 inohes 

t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the base there i s a oyma 

reversa inverted,based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs, cut from the same templet as 

one used by masons at Birrens (148). At Birrens the moulding i s probably 

the work of Conors I I Tungrorum. a u n i t associated w i t h Legio V I . This 

suggests that Cohors I Baetasiorum i s the most l i k e l y of the known Maryport 

u n i t s to have produced t h i s stone. 

Bailey, 142, no. 22. 
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Cohors I Delmatarum 

The s m a l l group of a l t a r s d e d i c a t e d by t h i s c o h o r t a l l come from 

Maryport and date from the Antonine p e r i o d . I f Cohors I Hispanorum 

remained i n g a r r i s o n a t Maryport i n t o the e a r l y p a r t o f Anto n i n u s P i u s 1 

r e i g n , Cohors I Delmatarum's tour of duty t h e r e would f a l l i n t o the 

second h a l f of t h e seoond c e n t u r y , s a y a f t e r the new f r o n t i e r d i s p o s i t i o n s 

of o. A.D. 158. P u b l i u s Postumius A c i l i a n u s may have been i n command a t 

the moment of t r a n s f e r w i t h L u c i u s C a e o i l i u s Vegetus s u c c e e d i n g him. 

The u n i t had a w e l l - f o u n d e d s c u l p t u r a l t r a d i t i o n which seems to 

have had a f f i n i t i e s w i t h t h a t of Cohors I B a e t a s i o r u m . One l a r g e a l t a r 

has p a n e l l e d s i d e s b e a r i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f Mars and H e r c u l e s , and a 

s c r o l l d e c o r a t i o n i n r e l i e f on the f a s c i a . A p e d e s t a l o f unique d e s i g n 

h a s on eaoh s i d e a gable w i t h i n which, i n a sunken pentagon, a f i n e 

s i x - p e t a l l e d n a t u r a l i s t i c r o s e t t e i s c a r v e d . The q u a l i t y o f the c a r v i n g 

of t h i s stone i s remarkable and must r e p r e s e n t the b e s t work of the 

r e g i m e n t a l masons. 

" E n l a r g e d " f a s c i a e w i t h c e n t r a l p r o f i l e s o f type 3 were u s e d . 

The o h i e f mouldings a r e oymas r e v e r s e and f i l l e t s . 

88. A base from Maryport; now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

Maryport. 

The stone i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by A c i l i a n u s , a p r e f e c t o f 

Cohors I Delmatarum. I t i s c a r v e d i n r e d san d s t o n e . The base i s now 

s e t i n another base from which i t p r o j e c t s 33-g- i n c h e s . The w i d t h o f 

the stone i s 12 i n c h e s and i t i s 8-J- i n c h e s t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 10 

i n c h e s wide and 6f- i n c h e s t h i o k . 
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The d i e and s h a f t a r e p l a i n . 

There a r e n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . The top i s f l a t . 

The f a s o i a i s " e n l a r g e d " ( t y p e 3 ) , r i s i n g to a pedimented c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . W i t h i n the f a s o i a , t h e r e i s on each s i d e an i r r e g u l a r 

pentagon c o n t a i n i n g a s i x - p e t a l l e d , n a t u r a l i s t i c r o s e t t e . 

The c a p i t a l i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . A v e r y f i n e cyma r e v e r s e 

based on t a n g e n t i a l a r c s i s s t e p p e d - i n to the s h a f t . 

A c i l i a n u s i s known to have been i n command of Cohors I Delmatarum 

d u r i n g the r e i g n of Antoninus P i u s ( R I B 832), and the stone must t h e r e f o r e 

f a l l w i t h i n the p e r i o d A.D. 139- 161« 

RIB 833 

B a i l e y , 142, no. 19; p l a t e I f a c i n g 139. 

89« An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

Maryport• 

The a l t a r i s d e d i o a t e d to the gods and goddesses by P a u l u s 

Postumius A c i l i a n u s , p r e f e c t of Cohors I Delmatarum. I t i s c a r v e d i n 

r e d s a n d s t o n e . The h e i g h t of the a l t a r i s 44g- i n c h e s . I t i s 2lf^ i n c h e s 

wide and 19 i n c h e s t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 18-̂ - i n c h e s h i g h , 20 i n c h e s wide 

and 17-g- i n c h e s t h i c k . 

Most o f the d i e has now f l a k e d o f f but s u f f i c i e n t remains to show 

t h a t i t h a s been p l a i n . S t u k e l e y 1 s drawing d e p i c t s a sunken p a n e l . 

The s i d e s o f t h e s h a f t bear r e l i e f s of d e i t i e s s e t w i t h i n sunken 

p a n e l s . On the d e x t e r s i d e Mars a p p e a r s c l a d i n helmet and t u n i c , 

h o l d i n g h i s s h i e l d a t h i s r i g h t s i d e and g r a s p i n g h i s l a n c e w i t h h i s 

l e f t hand. On the s i n i s t e r s i d e , H e r c u l e s s t a n d s a s t r i d e , the p e l t 

of the Kemaean l i o n over h i s l e f t s h o u l d e r , and h o l d i n g h i s c l u b i n h i s 

r i g h t hand and the a p p l e s of the H e s p e r i d e s i n h i s l e f t . The apple t r e e 

a p p e a r s behind h i s l e f t s h o u l d e r . The head o f the hero i s i n p r o f i l e . 

There a r e n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . The top of t h e a l t a r i s 



now f l a t . 

The faaoia has flaked away at the f r o n t of the stone but survives 

at the sides. I t i s rectangular (type l ) , deep, and decorated w i t h a 

design of s c r o l l s i n r e l i e f below which two f i l l e t s appear. 

The a l t a r has been moulded on three sides although at the f r o n t the 

mouldings have been c h i s e l l e d o f f . At the sides of the c a p i t a l there i s 

a oyma reversa based on tang e n t i a l arcs and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the 

base there i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , a cyma reversa, a stepped-out f i l l e t 

and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r belongs to the reign of Antoninus Pius, f o r Postumius 

Aci l i a n u s was i n command at Maryport during t h i s period. 

RIB 810 

Stukeley, I t . cur, i i , 48? plate 73* s i n i s t e r r e l i e f very inaccurate. 

Horsley, 280, Cumb. LXV 

Bailey, 140, no. 9. 

90. The lower part of an a l t a r from Maryportj now i n the Museum 

at Netherhall, Maryport. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s defective but mentions Cohors I Delmatarum and 

a prefect, restored as Postumius A c i l i a n u s . The stone i s carved i n red 

sandstone. I t i s 22% inches high, 15 inohes wide and 21 inches t h i c k . 

The mouldings s u r v i v i n g on the f r o n t of the base are four stepped-

out f i l l e t s and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

I f the prefeot i s c o r r e c t l y restored the a l t a r must date from the 

reign of Antoninus Pius. 

RIB 847 

Bailey, 147» no. 46. 
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91. An a l t a r from Maryport now i n t h e Muaeo d e l l a C i v i l t a Romana. 
Rome. T h i s a l t a r has not been examined a t f i r s t hand. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I Delmatarum under 

the command of L u c i u s C a e c i l i u s V egetus. I t i s oarved i n r e d s a n d s t o n e . 

I t i s 39 i n c h e s h i g h . Aooording to B a i l e y i t i s 16 i n c h e s wide but R I B 

g i v e s t h i s dimension a s 25 i n c h e s . 

The d i e and s h a f t a r e p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s a r e p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) and have ends d e c o r a t e d w i t h 

n a t u r a l i s t i c f o u r - p e t a l l e d r o s e t t e s . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , d i s h e d w i t h r i m and umbo ( t y p e A 2 c ) . I t 

i s a t t a o h e d to the f r o n t and back o f the c a p i t a l (upper s u r f a c e type 7 ) . 

The f a s c i a i s " e n l a r g e d " ( t y p e 6 ) . 

The o e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s of type 3» 

The mouldings of the c a p i t a l a r e a s t e p p e d - i n f i l l e t , a cyma 

r e v e r s a , the convex a r c of which h a s been ornamented by c a b l i n g , and 

another s t e p p e d - i n f i l l e t . At the base t h e s e mouldings a r e r e v e r s e d and 

t h e r e i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r must belong to the middle y e a r s of the second c e n t u r y 

when the oohort was s t a t i o n e d a t Maryport. 

RIB 831 

B a i l e y , 144, no. 30$ p l a t e I I I f a c i n g 144. 

A l t a r s p r o b a b l y from the workshop of Cohors I Pelmatarum. 

92-93. The two a l t a r s d e d i c a t e d a t Maryport by Hermione, daughter 

o f Q u i n t u s , a r e c l e a r l y from the same hand. They a r e much of a s i z e , 

w i t h b o l s t e r s , f o c i and e l a b o r a t e mouldings. 

N e a r e s t to t h e s e s t o n e s i n r e g a r d to mouldings i s a fragment 



88. 

from P o r t C a r l i s l e and t h i s i s a o o o r d i n g l y grouped w i t h them. They 

a l l appear to be of second c e n t u r y d a t e , and may be the p r o d u c t s of 

a m i l i t a r y workshop. The shape of the f o c u s mounts and the cyma r e v e r s a 

moulding of 93 suggest t h a t , i f the s t o n e s a r e of m i l i t a r y o r i g i n , t h ey 

oome from the workshop of Cohors I Delmatarum. 

92. An a l t a r , b r o k e n a c r o s s the s h a f t j from Maryport'now i n the 

Museum, N e t h e r h a l l , Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to the V a l o u r of the Emperor by Hermione, 

daughter o f Q u i n t u s . I t i s oarved i n r e d s a n d s t o n e . The back of the 

a l t a r h a s been c u t away. The a l t a r i s 46 i n c h e s h i g h , 18 i n c h e s wide 

and 5-g- i n c h e s t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 18^- i n c h e s h i g h , I6f- i n c h e s wide and 

4ji- i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t a r e p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s a r e c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h s t r a p s l e a d i n g over the b o l s t e r s 

but not e n c i r c l i n g them c o m p l e t e l y ( t y p e A2b). 

The f o c u s i s o i r c u l a r , d i s h e d w i t h r i m ( t y p e A 2 b ) . I t i s a t t a c h e d 

to the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l and to the s t r a p s of t h e b o l s t e r s (upper 

s u r f a c e type 9)« The f o c u s h a s been Q% i n c h e s i n i n t e r n a l diameter and 

i s 1 i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) . I t forms a 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 4 (two concave a r c s j o i n e d by a h o r i z o n t a l ) , 

i n t o w h ich a s e m i - c i r c l e i s r e c e s s e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

s m a l l t o r u s , an e l o n g a t e d , i n v e r t e d cyma r e v e r s a , a f i l l e t , a t o r u s and 

a f i l l e t , stepped and i n c l i n e d i n w a r d s . At the base t h e r e a r e two 

debased t o r i , a debased oyma r e v e r s a and a p l i n t h . 

RIB 845 

LS 868 

H u t c h i n s o n , Cumb. I I , p l a t e I I I , 29. 

B a i l e y , 140, no. 10. 
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93• An a l t a r from Maryport*, now i n the Museum at Netherhall, 
Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated to Juno by Hermione, daughter of Quintus. 

I t i s oarved i n g r i t s t o n e . The a l t a r i s 42 inches high, inches wide 

and 15^- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 18 inches high, 201? inches wide and 

14-fjj- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 
« 

The bo l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . 

The foous i s e l l i p t i c a l w i t h the long axis from side to side. I t 

i s dished w i t h pointed umbo p r o j e c t i n g above the edges of the dish (type 

A l b ) . I t i s attached to the bo l s t e r s by uncut r i b s of stone (upper 

surface type 2 ) . Prom f r o n t to back the foous measures 9 inches; i t 

measures 12-ig- inches from side to side. The depth i s J inch. 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow. 

The foous mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . I t takes the 

form of two gables ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type 9 modified). The back of the 

c a p i t a l has the same shape. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

oyma reversa based on tang e n t i a l arcs, a bead moulding, a cyma reverse 

and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base there i s an ovolo, a stepped-in 

cyma reversa and a p l i n t h . 

RIB 813 

Bailey, 1 4 8 , no. 5 2 . 

9 4 « An a l t a r from Maryport*, now i n the Museum at Netherhall, 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter but the rest of the i n s c r i p t i o n 

i s defective and the name of the obhort commanded by the prefect s e t t i n g 



9 0 . 

up the stone i s not preserved. The a l t a r i s carved i n red sandstone. 
I t i s 33 inches high, 19-§- inches wide and 12-g- inches t h i c k . The shaft 
i s 16 inches high, 1 4 £ inches wide and 7 inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s have gone although they r e t a i n t h e i r shape at the sides 

of the stone. 

The foous i s e l l i p t i c a l w i t h the long axis from side to side. I t i s 

sunk i n t o the top of the c a p i t a l (type A l a ) . From f r o n t to back i t 

measures inches. From side to side i t measures 8 inches and i t i s 3-g-

inches deep. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" (type 6), and out i n one plane w i t h the ends 

of the b o l s t e r s . I t i s i n s c r i b e d . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s now f l a t (type 1 0 ) . The top of 

the c a p i t a l seems to have been shaved o f f . 

The mouldings of the a l t a r are a torus and two stepped-in f i l l e t s at 

the c a p i t a l , and a s l i g h t l y hollowed chamfer and a stepped-out p l i n t h at 

the base. 

The a l t a r seems to f i t best i n t o the group carved by masons of Cohors 

I Delmatarum since the fas c i a may be p a r a l l e l e d on 9 1 * The stone probably 

dates from the l a t e r part of the reign of Antoninus Pius or the e a r l y 

years of h i s successor's r e i g n . 

RIB 834 

Bailey, 1 4 3 , no. 2 3 . 

95* An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum at Netherhall, 

Maryport. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n of the a l t a r i s def e c t i v e . The a l t a r i s oarved i n 

red sandstone and i s 27-^ inches high. I t i s 16 inches wide and 12 inches 

t h i c k . At the side of the shaft the v e r t i c a l measurement i s 1 0 £ inches. 



The shaft i s 14^- inches wide and 9^- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The end of the dexter b o l s t e r 

i s decorated w i t h a s i x - p e t a l l e d rosette i n r e l i e f . The f r o n t of the 

s i n i s t e r b o lster i s damaged. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h a f l a t bottom and probably a pointed umbo 

(type B7a). I t i s attached to the f r o n t and the back of the c a p i t a l (upper 

surface type 7 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 7 inches and i t i s -g- inoh deep. 

The fasc i a i s "enlarged" (type 6 ), and carved i n one plane w i t h the 

ends of the b o l s t e r s . I t i s decorated w i t h a band of i n t e r l o c k i n g semi-

o i r o l e s , a l t e r n a t e l y convex and concave, the r e s u l t i n g petal shapes being 

hollowed. 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s of type 3* In the middle, 

w i t h i n an incised roundel, there i s a s i x - p e t a l l e d r o s e t t e i n r e l i e f w i t h i n 

a raised r i m . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a stepped-

i n f i l l e t and a oyma reversa based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs. At the base the 

templet i s reversed and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The oyma mouldings of t h i s a l t a r are almost i d e n t i c a l w i t h those of 

the a l t a r to the Gods and Goddesses set up by a prefeot of Cohors I 

Delmatarum ( 8 9 ) and the fasci a may be compared with thqt of 9 1 • This 

suggests that t h i s stone comes from t h i s u n i t ' s workshop f o r the same 

templet has been used f o r the mouldings of both a l t a r s . The shape of the 

o a p i t a l i s s i m i l a r to those oarved by masons influenced by the styles of 

Legio V I . and the"enlarged"fascia may be p a r a l l e l e d on an a l t a r of Cohors I 

Baetasiorum from Bar H i l l (80). Nevertheless the a l t a r i s best placed w i t h 

those of the Delmatae. 

RIB 836 

Bailey, 147, no. 5 0 . 



9 6 . The upper part of an a l t a r from Port C a r l i s l e ; now b u i l t - i n 

over the door of Hesket House, Port C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Mother Goddesses by s o l d i e r s . The 

stone i s now painted navy blue but i s apparently carved i n red sandstone 

The fragment i s 10 inches high and ,6 inches wide. 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The f r o n t s of the b o l s t e r s are p l a i n . 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . I t r i s e s to 

give a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of pedimental shape (type l ) . 

Only the f r o n t of the stone i s v i s i b l e but the main element in the 

mouldings 1 B an elongated, inverted cyma reverse such as appears on 9 2 . 

Below t h i s , two small, angular t o r i seem to be set. 

RIB 2055 

LS 521 

Bruce, Wall 3 , 3 0 3 -
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Conors I Hamiorum Sagittariorum 

The masons of Cohors I Hamiorum have a d i s t i n c t i v e soulptural 

s t y l e whioh may stem from e a r l y r e c r u i t i n g i n Syria. 

The focus i s an important feature of the a l t a r s . The e a r l i e s t 

example has a two-handled dish; another has a base sloping g e n t l y 

upwards to the centre. 

The o a p i t a l i s often decorated. The most usual form of c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e i s a gable (type l ) . 

By A.D. 163 the u n i t was using templets supplied by Legio VI but 

i t s masons maintained t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l patterns. In p a r t i c u l a r , the 

cable, ohevron and ro s e t t e designs enriching the mouldings of the f a s c i a 

may be noted. 

97* An a l t a r from Carvoranj now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Emperor's Fortune f o r the welfare of 

Lucius Aelius Caesar by Titus Plavius Secundus, prefect of Cohors I 

Hamiorum. I t i s carved i n pinkish sandstone and i s 25-f- inohes high. 

I t i s 1 3 f inches wide and 12^- inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s 10^ inches 

high, 11^- inches wide and 1 0 £ inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are small and p l a i n (type A l a ) , w i t h damaged ends. 

The foous i s i n the form of a handled dish w i t h a double rim and 

umbo. The i n t e r n a l diameter i s now 5f- inches and i t i s 1 inch deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded (type 2 ) and deoorated. The topmost element 

of the fas c i a i s a p l a i n f i l l e t . Below t h i s there i s a oabled torus and 

a fascia w i t h sunken chevrons r i s i n g from i t s lower edge. 



The foous mount i s "extended" (type 5 d ) , but barely projects beyond 

the b o l s t e r s . I t r i s e s to form a, c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of pedimental shape 

(type l ) , and both the f r o n t and the back display an incised roundel 

i n the apex. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a torus 

and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base there are three stepped-out f i l l e t s , 

another f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 1 3 6 - 1 3 8 . 

RIB 1778 

Bruce, AA2 I , 2 4 9 - 2 5 0 , w i t h f i g . , 2 5 0 . 

Cat. Ant.. 5 8 , no. 13* 

9 8 . An a l t a r from near Bar H i l l f o r t } now i n the Hunterian Museum, 

Glasgow. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Silvanus by Caristianus Iustianus, prefect 

of Cohors I Hamiorum. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone and i s 36J- inches 

high. The width of the a l t a r i s 16§- inches and the thickness i s now dfa 

inches. The shaft i s 16£- inches high, 15-iy inches wide and 9 inches t h i o k . 

The a l t a r has a separate base 4fa inches high, 2 7 ^ inohes wide and 25 inches 

t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The s i n i s t e r side of the shaft bears a r e l i e f of a k n i f e w i t h 

t r i a n g u l a r blade (type 4 ) . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type Ala) and damaged. 

The focus i s o i r c u l a r w i t h a f l a t t i s h rim and a bottom which slopes 

gently upwards towards the oentre where there i s a small hole (type A4c). 

I t i s attaohed to the bolsters by uncut ridges of stone and to the f r o n t 

of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 6 / 8 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 5g-

inches and i t i s fa inch deep at the sides and fa inch deep i n the centre. 



9 5 . 

The fasoia and the foous mount are both very damaged and i t i s 
not possible to asoertain t h e i r form. 

The a l t a r has been moulded on at least three sides. At the dexter 

side of the c a p i t a l there seems to have been a cytoa reverse. Presumably 

t h i s moulding was also present at the f r o n t of the stone. The mouldings 

are best preserved at the s i n i s t e r side of the base; here there i s a 

small torus, a large torus, a small torus and the p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r must date from a f t e r c. A.D. 1 6 1 when Cohors I Hamiorum 

was stationed at Bar H i l l . 

RIB 2167 

Macdonald, 4 2 5 - 4 2 6 , no. 4 2 ; plate L I I I , 3 . 

99* An a l t a r from near Carvoran; now b u i l t i n t o a wall at T r i n i t y 

College, Cambridge. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the (Joddess Syria by L i c i n i u s Clemens, 

prefect of Cohors I Hamiorum. I t i s oarved i n sandstone. I t i s 30 

inohes high and 17-j-J- inches wide. The shaft i s 14$- inches high and 14 

inches wide. 

The die i s p l a i n and so are the sides of the shaft as f a r as these 

can be seen. 

The bolsters have gone and the focus, i f any, i s b u i l t i n . 

The fasoia i s damaged and i t i s impossible to ascertain the o r i g i n a l 

shape. I t i s decorated. There have been two rows of f i v e r o s e t t e s , 

each w i t h s i x petals ou t l i n e d i n r e l i e f w i t h i n a raised r i m . The upper 

row i s much damaged. A bar s a l t i r e l i n k s each rosette of the lower row 

to i t s neighbour and a band of chip-carved bar chevron completes the 

design. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on at least three sides. At the c a p i t a l there 
i s a shallow stepped-in cavetto. At the base there i s a torus, a cavetto 



and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to t h e p e r i o d of C a l p u r n i u s 

A g r i o o l a ' s g o v e r n o r s h i p i n B r i t a i n , A.D. 163-c. 166. 

R I B 1792 

Bruce, W a l l 3, 400 w i t h f i g . 

A l t a r s p r o b a b l y from t h e workshop of Cohors I Hamiorum S a g i t t a r i o r u m . 

1 0 0 . An a l t a r from n e a r Bar H i l l ; now i n the N a t i o n a l Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , E d i n b u r g h . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n o f t h e a l t a r i s d e f e c t i v e but the d e i t y honoured 

a p p e a r s to have been A p o l l o . The a l t a r i s c a r v e d i n c o a r s e sandstone 

and i s 3&J- i n c h e s h i g h . I t i s 16f- i n c h e s wide and 1 5 ^ i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s 154 i n c h e s h i g h , 14 i n c h e s wide and 12^- i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a sunken p a n e l w i t h a p l a i n , f l a t b o rder. 

On the d e x t e r s i d e of the s h a f t t h e r e i s i n r e l i e f a q u i v e r f u l l 

o f a r r o w s . The s i n i s t e r s i d e b e a r s a r e l i e f o f a bow, w h i l e a l a u r e l 

w r e a t h w i t h r i b b o n s a p p e a r s on the baok. 

The b o l s t e r s a r e c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h t h r e e w e l l - s p a c e d s t r a p s ( t y p e 

A 4 a ) . At the back of the stone the l e t t e r s I and M have been c u t on 

the ends of t h e s i n i s t e r and d e x t e r b o l s t e r r e s p e c t i v e l y . O r i g i n a l l y 

t h e r e was a grooved r o u n d e l on the end of eaoh. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h a double moulded r i m and a s m a l l con­

c e n t r i c r i m i n the middle of t h e f l a t bottom ( t y p e B 7 d ) . I t i s a t t a c h e d 

to the f r o n t and baok of the c a p i t a l (upper s u r f a c e type 7 ) . I t measures 

6f- i n c h e s i n t e r n a l l y and i s i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded and d e c o r a t e d ( t y p e 2 ) . The topmost f i l l e t 

i s ornamented by a h e r r i n g - b o n e d e s i g n i n r e l i e f . Below t h i s > a band 

of sunken chevron, s e t w i t h the base of t h e t r i a n g l e s to the bottom of 



9 7 -

the stone, surmounts a row of p e l l e t s . Two p l a i n f l a t t i s h t o r i complete 
the design. 

The focus mount i s "extended," s l i g h t l y curved under the bolsters 

and o u t l i n e d by a moulding (type 5 b ) . I t r i s e s to form a c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e of type 1 (pediment). At the f r o n t of the stone an incised 

roundel occupies the centre of the pediment. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l a stepped-in 

chamfered f i l l e t makes the t r a n s i t i o n to the s h a f t . At the base there 

are three stepped-out f i l l e t s , two f l a t t e n e d t o r i and a stepped-out 

p l i n t h . 

This a l t a r seems to belong to the workshop of Cohors I Hamiorum. 

The decorated f a s c i a , the sunken ohevron pattern and the pediment wi t h 

c e n t r a l roundel may a l l be p a r a l l e l e d on other a l t a r s from masons of 

t h i s u n i t . The unusual focus too accords w e l l w i t h the importance placed 

on t h i s feature by the Hamii. The stone no doubt comes from the same 

period as 98 and. 1 0 1 . 

RIB 2165 

Gordon, 5 5 ; plate 13» 1» 

Macdonald, 4 2 7 • 

1 0 1 . The upper part of an a l t a r , now l o s t , from Bar H i l l . 

The names of the d e i t y and of the dedicator are not preserved. 

The stone i s 16 inches high. Another fragment of the same a l t a r i s 

said to have been 14 inches high. 

According to the drawing i n RIB, reproduced from Skinner's 

manuscript, the a l t a r had bolsters the ends of which were decorated 

w i t h s p i r a l s i n r e l i e f . 

Nothing i s known of the focus. 

The fascia i s apparently moulded (type 2 ) , and decorated. A band 

of bar ohevron i s the c e n t r a l element of the design. I t i s d i f f i c u l t 



98. 

to determine whether the remaining mouldings of the f a s o i a a r e t o r i 
or f i l l e t B . 

The foous mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . I t i s of 

pedimental form ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) , and seems to have been 

ou t l i n e d by a moulding. Within the pediment there i s a roundel i n 

r e l i e f . 

The lowest moulding seems to have been a t o r u s . 

The a l t a r may have been carved by a mason of Cohors I Hamiorum f o r 

the decorated fascia and focus mount accord w i t h the s c u l p t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s 

of that u n i t . 

RIB 2168 

See RIB f o r drawing from ms. 

102. The upper part of an a l t a r from Carvoranj now i n the Museum 

at Cheaters. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Mother Goddesses. I t i s carved i n 

sandstone. The a l t a r i s 13$- inohes high, T$- inches wide and 5$- inches 

t h i c k . There i s no w e l l defined c a p i t a l . 

The f r o n t of the shaft bears a representation of a f i g u r e , 

apparently female, standing beside an a l t a r i n a round-headed niche. 

The s i n i s t e r side of the niche r e t a i n s traces of palm l e a f decoration. 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s i n r e l i e f an axe. and a k n i f e , 

both now broken. On the s i n i s t e r side there i s a guttus w i t h ovoid 

body, long neok and small spouted mouth (type B l ) , and a patera set 

v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the base of the stone. 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . 

The foous i s o i r o u l a r , dished w i t h rim (type A2b). The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s 3^ inches and i t i s f- inch deep. 

There i s no fasci a at the f r o n t of the stone but, at the dexter 

side,there i s a panel bounded on the upper and lower edges by a torus 



moulding and enclosing two Dosses w i t h incised crosses. At the s i n i s t e r 

side there are three of these m o t i f s . The presence of the solar disk 

as a decorative feature of t h i s a l t a r c a l l s to mind the use of the motif 

on b u i l d i n g stones of Cohors I Hamiorum found near Carvoran and suggests 

that masons of that u n i t were responsible f o r carving the a l t a r . 

There are no su r v i v i n g mouldings. 

I f the a l t a r i s to be a t t r i b u t e d to Cohors I Hamiorum i t probably 

dates from the l a t e Hadrianic period when the u n i t was stationed at Carvoran. 

RIB 1785 

Bruce, AA2 X I I , 2 8 5 - 2 8 6 * f i g . , 2 8 5 . 

Budge, 3 4 0 , no. 2 0 2 . 

Chesters Cat.. 2 7 , no. 1 7 7 . 

1 0 3 . The upper part of an a l t a r from near Carvoran; now i n the 

Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyibe. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the goddess Hammia. I t i s carved i n 

sandstone. The stone i s 1 1 inches high, 6 inches wide and 4 j inches 

t h i c k . The shaft i s 5 £ inches wide and 3 ^ inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s do not survive. 

The top of the a l t a r i s damaged and o n l y f a i n t i n d i c a t i o n s of the 

focus may be seen. 

The f a s c i a i s damaged but^from the sides of the capital^may w e l l 

have been moulded. 

Nothing remains of the focus mount and c e n t r a l p r o f i l e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides and has a chamfer at the back. 

At the s i n i s t e r side of the c a p i t a l there i s a t o r u s , a bead moulding 

and a chamfered f i l l e t . Of these probably only the l a s t two represent 

the mouldings proper. 



The dedication to the goddess Haaimia and the find-spot of the 

a l t a r suggest t h a t the stone i s the work of a soldier of Cohors I 

Hamiorum. the u n i t known to have been at Carvoran by A.D. I 3 6 - I 3 8 . 

RIB 1780 

Bruoe, Wail 3 , 400 w i t h f i g . 

1 0 4 . The upper part of an uninscribed a l t a r from Carvoran} now 

in the Museum at Chesters. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n red sandstone. I t i s 6fa inches high, 7f-

inches wide and 4f- inches t h i c k . 

Nothing of the die and shaft survives. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , and do not reach the f r o n t of 

the c a p i t a l . At the f r o n t they are decorated w i t h a rim and boss. 

The foous i s rectangular w i t h f l a t bottom and rim (type B6a). 

I t i s raised above the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l . I t i s damaged at the back. 

The fascia i s "enlarged," curved under the bolsters (type 5 )» and 

accommodates a bust of a d e i t y . 

The a l t a r has been moulded on at least three sides. At the sides 

of the c a p i t a l there are two f l a t t e n e d t o r i . At the f r o n t there i s a 

cabled bead moulding and a f i l l e t . 

Budge, 3 5 9 , no. 2 8 7 . 

Chesters Cat.. 1 7 , no. 33* 



101. 

Cohors I Thraoum 

No a l t a r s of t h i s u n i t date from e a r l i e r than Severan times. 

Three a l t a r s survive, one of them a f i n e example. The e a r l i e s t stone i s 

b u i l t i n t o a w a l l and impossible to examine f u l l y . 

Two of the stones have p l a i n dies; the t h i r d i s panelled. This 

stone has a patera and guttus carved on the shaft. 

The two accessible a l t a r s have had p l a i n b o l s t e r s . One of them 

has a mortarium-shaped focus. The other focus i s damaged. 

Both these stones have probably had"enlarged"fasciae. One of 

them i s decorated w i t h rosettes and bar s a l t i r e s . 

The mouldings of the largest stone are cut from templets of Legio 

V I . The peltae carved on a monumental slab of Cohors I Thracum (RIB 740), 

have a f f i n i t i e s w i t h these on a stone of Cohors I Vardullorum from High 

Rochester, a u n i t whose connection w i t h Legio VI i s w e l l a t t e s t e d . 

At the turn of the t h i r d century Cohors I Thraoum seems to have 

been under the general supervision of Ala Vettonum at Binchester (RIB 730) 

but, i f Horsley's drawing of a l o s t stone from Binchester i s to be t r u s t e d , 

there seems to have been l i t t l e connection between the sculpture of the 

two regiments. 

105. An a l t a r from Bowes; now b u i l t i n to a w a l l at T r i n i t y 

College, Cambridge. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Fortune and commemorates the r e s t o r a t i o n 

of a bath-house f o r Cohors I Thraoum under the supervision of Valerius 

Fronto, prefect of Ala Vettonum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r 

i s 29 inches high and 16J- inches wide. The shaft i s 19£ inches high 

and 14j inohes wide. 



The die i s p l a i n . 

I t i s impossible to see the sides of the shaft. 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 

The focus i s inaccessible. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow and inscribed. 

The p r o f i l e of the f r o n t of the o a p i t a l i s f l a t (type 10). 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides at l e a s t . At the c a p i t a l 

there i s a shallow oavetto. At the base there i s a stepped-out cavetto 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the period of V i r i u s 

Lupus' governorship of B r i t a i n , A.D. 197- 0.202. As the formula does 

not mention Caraoalla as Augustus i t must have been cut before news of 

h i B elevation to the purple reached B r i t a i n . 

RIB 730 

Eorsley, 304, Yorks. I f 352. 

Wooler, YAJ XXII, 407* 

106. An a l t a r from S c a r g i l l Moor; now i n the Bowes Museum, 

Barnard Castle. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Vinotonus by Lucius Caesius Frontinus 

prefeot of Cohors I Thraoum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The stone i s 

64 inches high, 29£ inches wide and 16 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 22-̂ -

inches high, 23 inches wide and 152" i Q C Q 9 s t h i c k . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s i n a sunken panel o u t l i n e d by a cyma reversa 

moulding. The panel is 18£ inches high and 19 inches wide. 

The sides of the shaft are panelled and bear r e l i e f s of 

s a c r i f i o i a l vessels. On the dexter side there i s a guttus w i t h concave 

base, ovoid body, long neck and small spouted mouth (type B l ) . On the 

s i n i s t e r side there i s a deeply recessed dished patera, with ridged, 

ram-headed handle, set obli q u e l y w i t h the bowl towards the f r o n t and 



base of the stone. 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type Ala) and set back from the edges of 

the c a p i t a l * The ends are damaged. 

The fooua i s mortarium-shaped. The i n t e r n a l diameter of the dish 

i s 5f- inches and i t i s 1$- inches deep. 

The fasc i a i s damaged. At the dexter side a portion survives to 

show tha t i t has been elaborately decorated. Above two t o r i enriched w i t h 

a l t e r n a t e cable pattern there i s a ros e t t e w i t h s i x petals o u t l i n e d i n 

r e l i e f set i n a r i m . Adjoining thiB motif there has apparently been a 

double row of chip-carved bar s a l t i r e s . 

No traoe of the foous mount remains. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

f i l l e t , a large cyma reverse based on i n t e r s e c t i n g aros and carved from 

the same set of templets as one used by Cohors I Vardullorum. a u n i t shown 

to have been associated w i t h Legio V I . Two stepped-in f i l l e t s ootnplete the 

scheme. At the base these mouldings are reversed and there i s a atepped-

out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s dated by Wright to the f i r s t h a l f of the t h i r d century. 

RIB 733 
Richmond and Wright, JU XXXVII. 113-115. ( i ) } plate I faoing 110. 

107* An'altar from S c a r g i l l Moor} now i n the Bowes Museum, 

Barnard Castle. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Vinotonus by J u l i u s Secundus, centurion 

of Cohors I Thracuta. I t i s oarved i n mill-stone g r i t . The height of the 

a l t a r i s 44$- inohes. I t i s 2li|- inches wide and 15f- inches t h i c k . The 

shaft i s 13f- inches high, I8f- inches wide and 12-§- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 



The dexter bo l s t e r has gone but the s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r i s p l a i n (type 

A l a ) , although damaged at the f r o n t . 

No trace of the focus remains. 

The f a s c i a i s damaged. 

There i s no d e a r l y defined focus mount. 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s almost f l a t though there i s a 

s l i g h t suggestion of a pediment. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s a oyma 

reve r s a based on tangential a r c s . At the base there are two stepped out 

t o r i , the upper one smaller than the lower, and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

Cohors I Thracum was stationed at Bowes during the Severan and post-

Severan periods and t h i s a l t a r must come from that time. Wright suggests 

that a date i n the f i r s t h a l f of the t h i r d century i s more l i k e l y than 

one i n the l a t t e r part of the period and there i s nothing i n the s t y l e 

of the a l t a r to in d i c a t e that i t i s of s i g n i f i c a n t l y l a t e date. The 

f i r s t h a l f of the t h i r d oentury i s e n t i r e l y appropriate. 

RIB 732 

JRS XXXVI, 146-147, no. 1} plate X, 1, 2. 

Wright, YAJ XXXVI, 383-386} f i g s . 1 and 2, i n s e r t e d between 384 and 385. 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Cohors I Thracum. 

108. Part of the c a p i t a l of an a l t a r from S c a r g i l l Moor} now in 

the Bowes Museum, Barnard C a s t l e . 

Only one l e t t e r of the i n s c r i p t i o n remains. The a l t a r i s carved i n 

g r i t s t o n e . I t i s 13 inches high, 10 inches wide and 5 inches t h i c k . 



105. 

©he b o l s t e r s u r v i v e s and t h i s i s p l a i n and has a p l a i n f r o n t 

( t y p e A l a ) . 

Nothing remains o f the f o c u s . 

The f a s o i a i s "enlarged," curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5 ) , 

and i n s o r i b e d . 

Nothing i s known o f t h e c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l . 

Part o f a t o r u s or cyma reverse moulding i s preserved below 

the f a s o i a . 

The shape of the f a s o i a suggests t h a t the a l t a r dates from the 

t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

RIB 736 

Richmond and Wr i g h t , YAJ XXXVII, 115, no. i i i . 

109. A fragment from the d e x t e r side o f a c a p i t a l o f an a l t a r 

from S c a r g i l l Moor; now i n the Bowes Museum, Barnard 

C a s t l e . 

Of the i n s c r i p t i o n o n l y the f i r s t two l e t t e r s o f the word DEO 

s u r v i v e . The a l t a r i s carved i n g r i t s t o n e . The fragment i s 9 inches 

h i g h , lOig- inches wide and 3 inches t h i c k . 

The b o l s t e r s have had p l a i n ends. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) . I t r i s e s t o 

form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f pediment shape ( t y p e l ) . 

The mouldings o n l y s u r v i v e i n p a r t . A t o r u s w i t h i n s c r i p t i o n 

remains. I t i s unusual to f i n d l e t t e r i n g on a curved moulding of t h i s 

k i n d . 

As the stone was found i n the s h r i n e o f Vinotonus i t most 

p r o b a b l y dates from the same p e r i o d as o t h e r a l t a r s from the s i t e and 



106. 

may be a t t r i b u t e d t o the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 
RIB 735 

Richmond and Wrig h t , YAJ XXXVII, 115, no. i i . 

110. A fragment from the s i n i s t e r margin o f an a l t a r , found 

i n the s h r i n e o f Vinotonus, S o a r g i l l Moor j.u \ now i n the 

Bowes Museum, Barnard C a s t l e . 

The l e t t e r M remains on the stone. 

The fragment i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 6 inches h i g h , 3 

inches wide and 4 inches t h i c k . 

The edge of the stone i s b e v e l l e d . 

RIB 738 

Richmond and W r i g h t , YAJ XXXVII, 115, no. v. 

111. Three fragments from the same s i t e and p o s s i b l y from the 

same a l t a r j How i n the Bowes Museum, Barnard C a s t l e . 

1. A p l a i n b o l s t e r ( t y p e A l ) , 5 inches i n diameter. 

2. Two pieoes o f a base, 11 inches h i g h , 17 inches wide and 7 

inches t h i c k . F i l l e t s s u r v i v e at the s i n i s t e r side o f the base. 

Richmond and Wr i g h t , YAJ XXXVII, 115, no. v, ( a ) and ( b ) . 

112. A fragment from the top of an a l t a r from the s h r i n e o f 

Vinotonus, S c a r g i l l Moor} now i n the Bowes Museum, Barnard 

C a s t l e . 

The fragment i s oarved i n sandstone. I t i s 9 inches h i g h , 5-J-

inches wide and 9 inches t h i c k . 

Only one groove o f d e c o r a t i o n remains. 

Riohmond and Wrig h t , YAJ XXVII, 115-116, no. v i i . 



107. 

113• A fragment of b o l s t e r from the s h r i n e o f Vinotonus, 

S o a r g i l l Moor; now i n the Bowes Museum, Barnard C a s t l e . 

The fragment i s carved i n g r i t s t o n e . I t i s 4-g- inches i n 

diameter and 2 inches t h i c k . 

The end of the b o l s t e r has a boss w i t h i n c i s e d c r o s s . T h i s 

i s r e m i n i s c e n t o f the decorated umbo of the pa t e r a carved on the s h a f t ofa>v aJ& 

from B i r r e n s (136). 

Richmond and Wrig h t , YAJ XXXVII, 115, no. v i . 
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Conors I Vardulloruffl 

Cohors I V a r d u l l o r u m s e r v e d on the Antonine Wall and by A.D. 175 to 

178 was i n g a r r i s o n a t L a n c h e s t e r . E l e v e n a l t a r s may be a s c r i b e d to i t s 

workshops, a l l of them w e l l c a r v e d and i n t e r e s t i n g . 

The d i e i s u s u a l l y , a l t h o u g h not i n v a r i a b l y , p l a i n , and the s h a f t i s 

commonly l e f t unadorned* 

B o l s t e r s may be c i g a r - s h a p e d but a r e u s u a l l y p l a i n w i t h ends ornamented 

by d e s i g n s of c o n c e n t r i c c i r c l e s , e i t h e r grooved or i n r e l i e f . Foci« where 

t h e y e x i s t , a r e u s u a l l y f l a t - b o t t o m e d and may be square or o v a l i n shape. 

F a s c i a e a r e e i t h e r deep or " e n l a r g e d " . I n the second c e n t u r y the 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l may be a pediment ( t y p e l ) , or may be formed 

by concave a r c s l i n k e d by a h o r i z o n t a l ( t y p e 3 ) , or by oonvez i n t e r s e c t i n g 

a r c s ( t y p e 6 ) . I n the t h i r d c e n t u r y the top of the c a p i t a l i s u s u a l l y 

f l a t . 

The cyma r e v e r s a based on i n t e r s e c t i n g a r c s i s a popular moulding. 

The mouldings of a second c e n t u r y a l t a r from L a n c h e s t e r (ll7)<xi-e c a r v e d 
as 

from th e same s e t of t e m p l e t s ^ t h o s e o f a l t a r s from B i n c h e s t e r (123, 385), 

w h i l e those of two o t h e r s t o n e s of Cohors I V a r d u l l o r u m ( l l 6 , 120) a r e from 

the same t e m p l e t s a s those of an a l t a r of Cohors I Thracum from Bowes ( 1 0 6 ) . 

T h i s p o i n t s to a c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n between the f o r t s of Bowes, B i n c h e s t e r 

and L a n c h e s t e r . 

At High E o c h e s t e r i n the t h i r d c e n t u r y the masons of Cohors I V a r d u l l o r u m 

u s e d t h e s w a s t i k a a s an ornamental m o t i f , a d e v i c e a l s o used a t F i e r o e b r i d g e 

on an a l t a r now l o s t . From P i e r c e b r i d g e too comes a stone d e c o r a t e d w i t h 

v e r t i c a l f l u t i n g s , a f e a t u r e to be noted a t L a n c h e s t e r (l30)> a t C h e s t e r h o l m 

( 1 6 1 ) i n a u n i t a l s o a s s o c i a t e d w i t h L e g i o V I and a t Brough on Noe (5l)« 

I t seems t h a t the i n f l u e n c e of L e g i o V I i s to be seen i n t h i s s imple means 

of ornamenting a f a s o i a . 
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114« An a l t a r from C a s t l e c a r y j now i n t h e N a t i o n a l Museum o f 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d to Neptune by Cohors I Fida Vardullorum under 

the command o f Trebius Verus, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n sandstone. The 

a l t a r i s }>6^ inches h i g h , 13-^ inches wide and ll\ inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 

i s 20£ inches h i g h , 12f- inches wide and 10|- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a sunken p a n e l , 15^- inches h i g h and 9lg" inches wide. I t 

has a p l a i n b o r d e r . 

The s i d e s o f the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The ends are o u t l i n e d by a groove 

and the s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r has an i n c i s e d s a l t i r e . 

The f o c u s i s e l l i p t i c a l , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t i s at t a c h e d 

to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7)« The focus 

measures i n t e r n a l l y from side t o side 44 inches^and 5f- inches from f r o n t 

to back. I t i s f- i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged," curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5 ) . I t 

s p r i n g s from the b o l s t e r s and forms a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f two concave arcs 

l i n k e d by a s h o r t h o r i z o n t a l ( t y p e 3)« A Bunken c o o k i e s h e l l w i t h the 

v a l v e uppermost adorns the c e n t r e o f the f a s c i a . The p l a t f o r m upon whioh 

the f o c u s i s plaoed r i s e s above the o u t l i n e o f the f a s c i a . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a l a r g e , 

i n v e r t e d cyma re v e r s a based on t a n g e n t i a l a rcs and a small t o r u s moulding. 

At the base t h e r e i s a t o r u s , an i n v e r t e d cyma r e v e r s a , a s o o t i a and a 

stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y dates from t h e second c e n t u r y . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

o f the c a p i t a l may be p a r a l l e l e d on mid-century stones from B i r r e n s 

a l t h o u g h the sagging cyma mouldings suggest t h a t a date r a t h e r l a t e r than 

t h a t would be a p p r o p r i a t e . 

RIB 2149 

S t u a r t , 350j p l a t e XIV, 2 f a c i n g 348. 

Macdonald, 421-422, no. 37. 
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115• The upper p a r t of an a l t a r from Lanchester; now i n the Museum 
a t Cheaters. 

The a l t a r i s ded i c a t e d to the D e i t y o f the Emperor and t o the Genius 

o f Conors I Fida Vardullorum under the oommand of F l a v i u s T i t i a n u s , 

t r i b u n e . The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The stone i s 27 inches 

h i g h , 16£ inches wide and 14^ i n c h e s t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 14^- inches wide 

and 14 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are cigar-shaped w i t h a c e n t r a l groove ( t y p e B 2 a ) . The 

ends are p l a i n . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m and f l a t bottom ( t y p e B6a). The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 1^ inohes and i t i s f- i n c h deep. 

The f a s o i a i s "enlarged, 1 1 s l o p i n g under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 4 ) . I t 

r i s e s t o form a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s a cyma 

re v e r s a moulding based on t a n g e n t i a l a rcs and two stepped-in f i l l e t s . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o the years when Quintus 

A n t i s t i u s Adventus was governor o f B r i t a i n , o. A.D. 175-178. Wright 

p o i n t s out t h a t as o n l y one emperor i s mentioned the stone must antedate 

Commodus' admission t o the i m p e r i a l p o s i t i o n on 27 November, 176 . 

RIB 1083 

LS 685 

Hutchinson, Durh. I I , 3645 p l a t e f a c i n g 36O, no. 1 7 , 1 . 

Budge, 36O-361, no. 3 O I . 

Chesters Cat.. 40, no. 311 
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116. The lower p a r t o f an a l t a r from Lanchester; now i n the u n d e r c r o f t 
o f the Chapter L i b r a r y , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s i n s c r i b e d on the f r o n t i n L a t i n and on the back i n 

Greek. The stone i s d e d i c a t e d t o Ae s c u l a p i u s by T i t u s F l a v i u s T i t i a n u s , 

t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The stone i s 20 inches h i g h , 

13 inches wide and 6f- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 10|- inches wide and 

6^ inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the base t h e r e i s a stepped-

out f i l l e t , an i n v e r t e d cyma r e v e r s a based on i n t e r s e c t i n g aros and c u t 

from t h e Bame set o f t e m p l e t s as those used by Cohors I Thracum (see 106) 

i n the e a r l y t h i r d c e n t u r y , and a p l i n t h . 

F l a v i u s T i t i a n u s was t r i b u n e of Cohors I V a r d u l l o r u m under Q. 

A n t i s t i u s Adventus, c. A.D. 175-178, so t h a t t h i s a l t a r may be a t t r i b u t e d 

t o the workshop o f t h a t u n i t . The t e m p l e t s used by the u n i t are i n t e r e s t i n g 

f o r here, as i n 120, t h e r e i s a l i n k w i t h flohors I Thraoum. 

RIB 1072 

H o r s l e y , 293-4, p r e f . x i , Durham XXV. 

Cat. Durh.. 9-10, no. Vj f i g s . , 9. 

117. An a l t a r , bfoken across the s h a f t , from Lanchester} now i n 

the u n d e r c r o f t o f the Chapter L i b r a r y , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I Fida Vardullorum. I t 

i s carved i n coarse sandstone. I t i s v e r y damaged at the d e x t e r s i d e . 

The a l t a r i s 40£ inches h i g h , 14-g- inches wide and 11-g- inches t h i c k . The 

s h a f t i s 13j inches h i g h , 12-|- inches wide and 10^- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The c a p i t a l i s so damaged t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o comment upon the 

n a t u r e o f the b o l s t e r s and f o c u s , i f these e x i s t e d . 
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The f a s o i a , t o o , i s damaged b u t , i f i t has been r e c t a n g u l a r , i s 

deep. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

cyma re v e r s a based on i n t e r s e c t i n g a r c s , and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At 

the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , a cyma re v e r s a based on i n t e r ­

s e c t i n g a rcs and a stepped-out p l i n t h . The t e m p l e t s from which the 

cyma mouldings are c u t are from the same sets as those used by masons 

at B i n c h e s t e r ( l 2 3 , 385). 

The a l t a r must date from the l a t e r second c e n t u r y , when the c o h o r t 

was s t a t i o n e d a t Lanchester. 

BIB IO76 

H o r s l e y , 294-5, Purh. XXVI 

Cat. Durh.. 12-13, no. IX? f i g . , 12. 

118. An a l t a r from M i l e c a s t l e 19; now i n the Department o f 

Archaeology, The Old F u l l i n g M i l l , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the Mother Goddesses by a detachment o f 

Cohors I V a r d u l l o r u m . I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 30 

inches h i g h , 12jr inches wide and lOJr inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 13 

inches h i g h , 10£ inches wide and 10 inches t h i c k . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s i n a sunken panel 8 inches wide w i t h a p l a i n 

border a t each s i d e . 

The sides o f the s h a f t are p a n e l l e d . On the d e x t e r side t h e r e i s 

a r e l i e f o f an axe w i t h curved blade square-ended beyond the h a f t ( t y p e 

2 ) . The blade i s set towards the f r o n t of the stone. On the s i n i s t e r 

side,a t r i a n g u l a r - b l a d e d k n i f e ( t y p e 4 ) , i s placed h o r i z o n t a l l y w i t h the 

blade nearest the back o f the a l t a r . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . At the f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l 

they are i n d i c a t e d by an i n c i s e d l i n e . 

The f o c u s i s r e c t a n g u l a r w i t h rounded c o r n e r s . I t has a r i m and 
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f l a t bottom ( t y p e B6a). I t i s not placed i n the middle o f the upper 
s u r f a c e , but i s nearer t o the f r o n t than t o the back of the c a p i t a l . 
The i n t e r n a l dimension from s i d e t o side i s 5 inches} i t i s -g- i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged," curved under the b o l s t e r s , ( t y p e 5)« I t 

r i s e s t o form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f two small rounded gables separated 

by a groove ( t y p e 6 ) . The back of the c a p i t a l has the same shape. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are three 

small t o r i and a small stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base t h e r e i s a chamfered 

f i l l e t , two small t o r i and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r was found o u t s i d e the south gate o f the m i l e c a s t l e on a 

l e v e l w i t h the f o o t i n g s o f the m i l e c a s t l e w a l l . P rofessor B i r l e y notes 

t h a t the a l t a r must have been covered by the f i r s t r a i s i n g o f the road 

s u r f a c e t h e r e so t h a t the a l t a r i s u n l i k e l y t o be l a t e r than the seoond 

c e n t u r y i n dat e . 

RIB 1421 

B i r l e y , AA 4 IX, 205-210} p l a t e XXVI f a c i n g 205. 

119. An a l t a r from High Rochester} now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d t o Minerva and to the Genius of the g u i l d 

by C a e c i l i u s Optatus, t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r 

i s 47-4 inches h i g h , 21-̂ - inches wide and ll-g- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 

21-g- inches h i g h , 17-g- inches wide and 10^- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The ends are decorated w i t h a 

r i m e n c l o s i n g a lens-shaped moulding. 

There i s no f o c u s . The top of the a l t a r i s f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow and deoorated w i t h a 

design of i n o i s e d wavy l i n e s . 
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The foous mount i s "extended," s t r a i g h t under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5 a ) . 
The upper p r o f i l e i s f l a t ( t y p e 10). The focus mount i s r i c h l y decorated. 
Immediately w i t h i n the b o l s t e r s t h e r e i s at each side a roundel o f two 
c o n c e n t r i c r i m s w i t h a sunken c e n t r e , suggesting the e x i s t e n c e o f a 
second p a i r of b o l s t e r s . Between the b o l s t e r s and the r o u n d e l s t h e r e 
i s an e l e g a n t l y shaped c a v i t y , c u r v i n g inwards from each side o f a base 
p a r a l l e l to the f a s c i a . The c e n t r a l m o t i f o f the focus mount i s a sunken 
r o u n d e l which enoloses an i n c i s e d s a l t i r e . Reversed swastikas occupy 
the f i e l d between the c e n t r a l r o u n d e l and those w i t h moulded r i m s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

t o r u s enriched by a cable d e c o r a t i o n carved i n two s e c t i o n s } the g r o o v i n g 

slopes outwards and downwards from the c e n t r e o f the moulding towards the 

edges o f the c a p i t a l . Below t h i s t h e r e i s a l a r g e r t o r u s , a t o r u s enriched 

w i t h c a b l i n g i n two s e c t i o n s , but here s l o p i n g outwards and upwards from 

the c e n t r e , and two stepped-in f i l l e t s . The scheme i s rounded o f f by a 

row o f stepped d e n t i l s , f i f t e e n at t h e f r o n t and seven a t each s i d e . The 

base mouldings are a stepped-out f i l l e t , two t o r i and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o c. A.D. 213 f o r the t r i b u n e 

i s known to have been i n command at High Rochester a t t h a t t i m e . He 

p r o b a b l y commanded Cohors I Fida V a r d u l l o r u m . 

RIB 1268 

LS. 546 

Richmond, NCH XV, 149, no. 21 

120, An a l t a r from High Rochester; now b u i l t i n t o a w a l l a t 

T r i n i t y C o l l e g e , Cambridge. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the Goddess Roma by the d u p l i o a r i i of 

the Numerus Exploratorum Bremeniensium. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. 

I t i s d i f f i o u l t t o determine the exact h e i g h t o f the stone f o r i t i s 

set i n cement} i f t h e cement i s excluded from the measurement the 
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a l t a r i s 37-3r inches high} i f i t i s i n c l u d e d i n the measurement, the 
a l t a r i s 3&g- inches h i g h . The stone i s 19^ inches wide. The s h a f t 
i s I6g- inches h i g h , and 18-g- inches wide. 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The s i d e s o f the s h a f t are not v i s i b l e . 

There; are no signs o f b o l s t e r s . 

The f o c u s , i f any, i s b u i l t i n . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth, and i n s c r i b e d . 

The upper p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l i s f l a t ( t y p e 10). 

The a l t a r i s moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . At b o t h c a p i t a l and 

base t h e r e i s a cyma r e v e r s a c u t from the same te m p l e t based on i n t e r -

s e o t i n g a r c s . T h i s templet i s from the same set as t h a t used by Cohors 

I Thraoum a t Bowes i n the e a r l y t h i r d c e n t u r y ( 1 0 6 ) . The moulding i s 

i n v e r t e d a t the base and t h e r e i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

Richmond suggests A.D.213 as a l i k e l y date f o r t h i s stone. I t 

seems c l e a r t h a t the a l t a r belongs to the t h i r d c e n t u r y f o r i t has a l l 

the h a l l m a r k s o f t h a t p e r i o d . I t i s probable t h a t masons o f Cohors I 

Vardullorum were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c a r v i n g the a l t a r f o r they were no 

doubt more experienced i n stone working than were the f r o n t i e r s c o u t s . 

RIB 1270 

Richmond, NCH XV, 149, no. 19; p l a t e f a c i n g 64. 

121. An a l t a r from High Rochester; now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the Genius o f the Emperor and of the 

standards o f Cohors I Vardullorum and o f the Humerus Exploratorum 

Bremeniensium. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 47 inches 

h i g h , 21ig- inches wide and 12 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 22^- inches 

h i g h , 19-g- inches wide and 9% inches t h i c k . 
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The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are n e i t h e r h o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . The t o p i s r o u g h l y 

f l a t t e n e d . 

The f a s o i a i s " e n l a r g e d " ( t y p e 7) and i n s c r i b e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h ere i s a 

small t o r u s and a cyma r e v e r s a moulding based on i n t e r s e c t i n g a r c s . 

At the base the oyma moulding i s i n v e r t e d and t h e r e i s a f i l l e t above 

the p l i n t h . The templet used f o r the mouldings i s the same as t h a t 

used to set out the mouldings o f 126. 

The a l t a r i s a good example of t h i r d c e n t u r y s t y l e s . I t i s dated 

by the i n s c r i p t i o n to the r e i g n of Gordian A.D. 238-244. 

RIB 1262 

Bichmond, NCE XV, I 4 8 , no. 16} p l a t e f a c i n g 64* 

122. An a l t a r from High Rochester? now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the Genius and standards o f Cohors I 

Vardullorum by T i t u s L i c i n i u s V a l e r i a n u s , t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n b u f f 

sandstone but has been burned and s p l i t i n two v e r t i c a l l y . The a l t a r 

i s 394 inches h i g h , 20f- inches wide and 14 inches t h i c k . She s h a f t i s 

15 inches h i g h , 18-g- inches wide and 12^- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . They are set back from the 

edges of the c a p i t a l . The f r o n t of the d e x t e r b o l s t e r i s undamaged 

and shows t h a t the ends were decorated w i t h t h r e e c o n c e n t r i c r i n g s i n 

r e l i e f w i t h a sunken o e n t r e . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m , f l a t bottom and l a r g e umbo w i t h 

depressed c e n t r e ( t y p e B 7 c ) . I t f i l l s the area between the b o l s t e r s 

and touches the f r o n t and back o f the . c a p i t a l (upper surface type 1 0 ) . 

I t measures 8 inches i n t e r n a l l y and i s £ i n c h deep. 
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The f a s c i a i s " e n l a r g e d , " s t r a i g h t under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 3 ) . I t 
r i s e s t o form a f l a t c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e 10) which almost extends across 
the whole space between the b o l s t e r s . The f a s c i a i s decorated; an 
i n c i s e d supine c r e s c e n t i s f l a n k e d by i n c i s e d s w a s t ikas. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . The mouldings of the c a p i t a l 

are i n v e r t e d a t the base. At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a cyma re v e r s a based 

on i n t e r s e c t i n g a rcs and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base, i n a d d i t i o n 

t o the mouldings t h e r e i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y from the t h i r d c e n t u r y but p r o b a b l y oomes from 

the e a r l i e r p a r t o f the p e r i o d . 

RIB 1263 

Richmond, NCH XV, 148, no. 17; p l a t e f a c i n g I 4 8 . 

A l t a r s p r o b a b l y from the workshop of Cohors I Vardullorum. 

123. An a l t a r from B i n c h e s t e r ; now i n the u n d e r c r o f t o f the Chapter 

L i b r a r y , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d to Fortune by Marcus V a l e r i u s F u l v i a n u s , 

p r e f e c t of c a v a l r y . I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 29^-

i n c h e s h i g h , 17^- inches wide and 13 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 13f inches 

h i g h , 15f inches wide and 12f- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the d e x t e r side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s a gurbtus w i t h o v o i d body 

and s h o r t , broad neck ( t y p e B3). The handle stands w e l l away from the 

body. I n shape the g u t t u s may be p a r a l l e l e d by an e x t a n t example from 

B r d . 1 * The s i n i s t e r side o f the s h a f t bears a r e l i e f o f a patera w i t h 

1 . Radnotit, op. o i t . . p l a t e XLIX, 4» 
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l a r g e umbo w i t h depressed c e n t r e , s et o b l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl towards the 

base and f r o n t o f the stone. 

The b o l s t e r s are damaged. 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r w i t h f l a t r i m and f l a t bottom ( t y p e B6a). 

The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 6 inches and i t i s J i n c h deep. 

The c a p i t a l i s much damaged and i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o a s c e r t a i n the 

type o f f a s o i a , f o c u s mount or upper p r o f i l e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the back o f the c a p i t a l t h e r e 

i s a l a r g e cyma r e v e r s e moulding based on i n t e r s e c t i n g aros, out from the 

same set o f t e m p l e t s as the base o f an a l t a r o f Conors I Fida Vardullorum 

at Lanchester ( l l 7 ) . The mouldings of the base are damaged. 

As the a l t a r i s so damaged i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o d a t e . Nevertheless the 

cyma moulding, c u t from a set i n use a t Lanchester i n the l a t e r p a r t o f 

the second c e n t u r y , suggests t h a t t h i s stone ought t o be placed i n the same 

p e r i o d or t h a t i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g i t , so t h a t a date i n the years c. 

A.D. 170-213 might be a p p r o p r i a t e . 

RIB 1029 

LS 715 

Cat. Purh., 8-9, no. I V j f i g . , 8. 

124. An a l t a r from Featherwood, t h r e e and a h a l f m i l e s n o r t h o f 

High Rochester f o r t } now i n the poroh of t h e p a r i s h church 

o f the Holy T r i n i t y , Horsley-on-Rede. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o V i c t o r y and Peace by J u l i u s Melanicus. 

I t i s carved i n cream sandstone. The a l t a r i s 5l£ inches h i g h , 22£ inches 

wide and 14£ inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 23^ inches h i g h , 19 inches wide 

and 11-jjs- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . The t o p o f the a l t a r i s f l a t . 
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The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 7 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l 

the mouldings are very worn but they seem t o have been two l a r g e t o r i . 

At the sides of the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a torus,a f i l l e t i n c l i n e d (Sutwards 

and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At t h e base t h e r e i s a f i l l e t , a f i l l e t i n c l i n e d 

inwards, a t o r u s and stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The t h i r d - c e n t u r y shape o f the c a p i t a l of t h i s a l t a r suggests t h a t 

i t was set up by a man, and o b v i o u s l y , from the s i z e of the stone, a 

w e a l t h y one, from the nearby f o r t . The d e d i c a t i o n of the stone p o i n t s 

to the m i l i t a r y s t a t u s o f the e r e c t o r so t h a t i t seems l i k e l y t h a t J u l i u s 

Melanicus was connected w i t h Cohors I Fida Vardullorum or w i t h Humerus 

Exploratorum. 

RIB 1273 

H a v e r f i e l d , AA 3 X I I , 204 w i t h f i g . o f t e x t . 

Richmond, NCH XV, 150, no. 24* 

125• An a l t a r from High Rochester} now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated t o Minerva by F l a v i u s Severinus, t r i b u n e . 

I t i s "carved i n b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 45ir inches h i g h , 20^- inches 

wide and 13-g- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 20 inches h i g h , 17-fc inches wide 

and ll-g- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . The top o f the a l t a r i s f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 7 ) , and decorated. Two s i x - p e t a l l e d 

r o s e t t e s w i t h moulded p e t a l s s et i n sunken ro u n d e l s suggest the e x i s t e n c e 

o f b o l s t e r s . Between these m o t i f s another r o u n d e l e n c l o s i n g a f o u r -

p e t a l l e d r o s e t t e forms the c e n t r a l device o f the c a p i t a l . The areas 

between these t h r e e r o s e t t e s i s occupied by palm branches i n r e l i e f , 

surmounting sunken ro u n d e l s w i t h supine c r e s c e n t s i n r e l i e f . 
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The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . The mouldings o f c a p i t a l 

and base are c u t from t h e same t e m p l e t . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s an 

o v o l o , a wide f i l l e t and a s m a l l , f l a t t e n e d t o r u s . At the base these 

are r e v e r s e d , and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r c l e a r l y belongs t o t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y and i s to be 

a t t r i b u t e d to the workshop of Cohors I Va r d u l l o r u m . 

RIB 1267 

LS 547 

Richmond, NCH XV, 150, no. 22. 

126. An a l t a r from High Rochester; now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d t o Minerva by J u l i u s Carantus, s i n g u l a r i s 

c o n s u l a r i s . I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 37 inches 

h i g h , 154 inches wide and 9 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 15 inches h i g h , 

13^ inches wide and 7^ inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . The top o f the a l t a r i s f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 7 ) , and decorated. Three r o s e t t e s 

w i t h sunken p e t a l s are placed i n l i n e across the f a s c i a . Bach i s set 

i n an i n c i s e d r o u n d e l . The c e n t r a l m o t i f has f o u r p e t a l s w i t h an i n c i s e d 

arc between each. The out e r p a i r has s i x p e t a l s ; t h a t on the dexter 

side has t i n y h oles i n f o u r of t h e i n t e r s t i c e s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At both c a p i t a l and base t h e r e 

i s a cyma r e v e r s a moulding based on i n t e r s e c t i n g a rcs and c u t from the 

same templet as 121. At the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out p l i n t h and 

the moulding i s i n v e r t e d . 

The shape and d e c o r a t i o n o f t h i s a l t a r and the templet used t o set 

out the moulding p o i n t t o an o r i g i n i n the workshop o f Cohors I Vardullorum 



121 

d u r i n g the t h i r d c e n t u r y , p r o b a b l y i n or near Gordian's r e i g n . 

RIB 1266 

LS 548 

Richmond, NCH XV, 150, no. 2 3 . 

127-128. The two fragments of bases f o l l o w i n g are c l e a r l y from 

one hand. They are l i n k e d by t h e i r p r o p o r t i o n s and by the cabled t o r u s 

which i s the main element o f the mouldings. This may be p a r a l l e l e d on 

an a l t a r from Greetland ( 4 0 7 ) , which comes from the same workshop as 

stones from York ( 407-409)* If» as seems l i k e l y , these bases date from 

the t h i r d c e n t u r y , they p r o b a b l y oome from masons of Cohors I Fida 

Vardullorum. a u n i t whose connection w i t h Legio V I has been e s t a b l i s h e d . 

127. The lower p a r t of an a l t a r from High Rochester; now i n the 

u n d e r c r o f t o f the Chapter L i b r a r y , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated t o Hercules. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. 

The stone i s 8-jg- inches h i g h , 6£- inches wide and 4 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 

i s 54 inches wide and 4 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the s i n i s t e r side of the s h a f t t h e r e i s a r e l i e f o f Hercules' 

c l u b . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s and has a rough chamfer a t the 

back. A l a r g e t o r u s moulding, cabled a t the f r o n t o f the stone, i s set 

above a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 1264 

LS 549 

Richmond, MCH XV, 15O, no. 25« 

Cat. Durh.. 26, no. XXX w i t h f i g . 
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128. The lower p a r t o f an a l t a r from High Rochester; now a t 

Hedesdale Cottage, Horsley on Rede. 

The name o f the d e i t y to whom the a l t a r has been e r e c t e d i s not 

preserved. The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The stone i s 7 

inches h i g h , 6 inches wide and 5̂ - inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 4g- inches 

h i g h and 4 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . A small t o r u s i s set above 

a t o r u s cabled on t h r e e s i d e s , and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 1275 

PSAN2 I I I , 322. 

129. An a l t a r from Lanchester; now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s ded i c a t e d t o V i t i r i s by a p r i n c e p s . I t i s carved i n 

b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 16% inches h i g h , 7-ijr inches wide and 5£ 

inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 5 inches h i g h , 5f- inches wide and 4f- inches 

t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t i s a t t a c h e d t o the 

f r o n t of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 6 ) . I t measures i n t e r n a l l y 

2\ inches and i s \ i n c h deep. 

The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s damaged and i t i s im p o s s i b l e to determine 

the shape of the f a s c i a ; i t i s i n s c r i b e d . 

The shape o f the f o c u s mount i s n o t c l e a r , and the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

seems to have been e i t h e r f l a t or to have had a low pediment ( t y p e 10 

or l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s an 
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elongated oyma r e v e r s a based on t a n g e n t i a l a r c s . The moulding i s 
i n v e r t e d a t the base and t h e r e i s a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r seems t o be the product o f a m i l i t a r y workshop and may 

be best a t t r i b u t e d t o t h a t of Cohors I Vardullorum i n the sedond c e n t u r y . 

RIB 1088 

LS 691 

Cat. Ant.. 72, no. 5 8 . 

130. The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r , now l o s t , from Lanchester. 

Only the word DEO i s preserved. No measurements are g i v e n . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

As f a r as can be a s c e r t a i n e d the s h a f t i s p l a i n . 

There are n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . The top i s f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep, and decorated w i t h v e r t i c a l 

f l u t i n g s . 

The a l t a r i s a p p a r e n t l y moulded on at l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . The 

c a p i t a l i s separated from the s h a f t e i t h e r by a simple step or by a 

chamfer. 

The shape o f the a l t a r suggests t h a t i t i s o f l a t e second or t h i r d 

c e n t u r y d a t e . A£ the a l t a r was found at Lanchester i t seems best t o 

suggest t h a t i t i s from the workshop o f Cohors I Fida Vardullorum. 

RIB 1089 

LS 690 

1 3 1 . An a l t a r , now l o s t , from near P i e r c e b r i d g e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Mars Condates by A t t o n i u s Q u i n t i a n u s , 

surveyor. The h e i g h t o f the stone i s given by Gal© as 11 inches and 

the w i d t h as 8 inohes. 

I n b oth Gale's and Horsley's drawings, the d i e i s a sunken panel 
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w i t h a p l a i n border. 

The b o l s t e r s appear to be c y l i n d r i c a l , a l t h o u g h Gale's drawing 

does not c a r r y them across the c a p i t a l . The ends are i n s c r i b e d , each 

w i t h one l e t t e r o f the i n s c r i p t i o n . 

Gale's drawing d e p i c t s the foous as c i r c u l a r and sunken ( A l a ) . 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The f o c u s mount i s " f i l l e d i n " ( t y p e 3 ) « I n "the c e n t r e t h e r e i s 

a s w a s t i k a , a p p a r e n t l y i n c i s e d . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l i s 

f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded. At the o a p i t a l t h e r e i s a l a r g e t o r u s . At 

the base t h e r e i s a smaller t o r u s and stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The l a s t l i n e of the i n s c r i p t i o n i s on the p l i n t h . 

The " f i l l e d - i n " f o cus mount suggests t h a t the a l t a r i s o f f a i r l y 

l a t e d a t e , not e a r l i e r than the t h i r d c e n t u r y . The absence o f f a s c i a 

may also p o i n t i n the same d i r e c t i o n , w h i l e the swastika m o t i f l i n k s 

the a l t a r w i t h those o f Cohors I Fida Vardullorum from High Rochester 

( 1 1 9 , 1 2 2 ) . I t seems l i k e l y t h a t masons r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s stone 

had been t r a i n e d i n the same t r a d i t i o n s as those o f the V a r d u l l i . 

RIB 1024 

Gale, Ant. I t . . 49; f i g . , 5 0 ' 

Horsley, 296-7 , Durh. XXXII. 

132 . A fragment of the d e x t e r side of a c a p i t a l of u n c e r t a i n 

provenance; now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle 

upon Tyne. 

The fragment i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 10 inches h i g h , 

10^- inches wide and 4f- inches t h i c k . 

The s u r v i v i n g b o l s t e r i s p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . 

The f o o u s has been l a r g e , c i r c u l a r and dished a l t h o u g h w i t h o u t 
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r e a l r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t d i s p l a y s s i g n s of b u r n i n g . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) . The side of the c a p i t a l 

r e t a i n s a design o f u n d u l a t i n g grooves, r e m i n i s c e n t of those d e c o r a t i n g 

the f a s c i a of an a l t a r o f Cohors I Vard u l l o r u m ( l l 9 ) , and a band o f 

lozenges i n r e l i e f on a f i l l e t . 

The f o c u s mount i s between the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e l ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i a i n the shape of a pediment ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r r e t a i n s mouldings on one s i d e . Here t h e r e are t h r e e 

stepped-in f i l l e t s . 

I t seems p o s s i b l e t h a t the stone has come from High Rochester and 

i s from the workshop o f Cohors I Va r d u l l o r u m . 
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Conors I I Qallorum 

Only two a l t a r s , both o f them now l o s t , are known from the 

workshops o f Cohors I I Gallorum a t Old P e n r i t h . One o f them, dated 

A.D. 244-249* w i t h f l a t t o p , chamfer and deep i n s c r i b e d f a s c i a i s a 

f i n e example o f the new s t y l e s of t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y . From H o r s l e y 1 s 

drawing, the o t h e r seems e i t h e r t o have had a f l a t - t o p p e d c a p i t a l w i t h 

b o l s t e r s i n d i c a t e d o n l y a t the f r o n t o f the stone, or t o have had angular 

s t r a p s over the b o l s t e r s . The f a s c i a i s shown as having designs of 

i n c i s e d chevrons and s a l t i r e s . T h i s i s i n t e r e s t i n g i n view of an e x t a n t 

a l t a r o f Cohors IV Gallorum from C a s t l e s t e a d s which has e x a c t l y t h i s 

d e c o r a t i o n on the f a s c i a , a l t h o u g h i t l a o k s the b o l s t e r ends and t o r u s 

mouldings and, i f the Old P e n r i t h stone i s t o be thought o f as t h i r d 

c e n t u r y , must come from an e a r l i e r p e r i o d . The s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t y 

between the a l t a r B suggests t h a t the two u n i t s belong to the same 

s c u l p t u r a l t r a d i t i o n , or t h a t the numerals of the i n s c r i p t i o n were 

mis-read. Horsley i s emphatic, however, t h a t the c o h o r t i s I I Qallorum 

r a t h e r than IV Gallorum. 

133* The upper p a r t of an a l t a r , now l o s t , from Old P e n r i t h . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by T i t u s Domitius Heron f o r 

Cohors I I Qallorum. No dimensions are preserved. 

From H o r s l e y 1 s sketch the d i e seems t o be p l a i n . 

T r a d i t i o n a l b o l s t e r s do not seem to e x i s t , a l t h o u g h a t the f r o n t 

o f the stone r o u n d e l s w i t h r i m s seem to have marked t h e i r p l a c e . 

No d e t a i l s of the focuB are pre s e r v e d . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth, and decorated 

w i t h a band o f ohevron. The n a t u r e o f t h i s p a t t e r n i s n o t c l e a r . 

The f o c u s mount i s f i l l e d i n ( t y p e 3•: ^, and i s decorated w i t h a 



band of lozenge p a t t e r n a l t h o u g h i t i s im p o s s i b l e to be c e r t a i n o f 

i t s exact n a t u r e * 

Two t o r u s mouldings s u r v i v e a t the c a p i t a l and one a t the base. 

The shape o f the c a p i t a l , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the new s t y l e s o f 

the t h i r d c e n t u r y , places t h i s stone s e c u r e l y i n t h a t p e r i o d . The 

d e c o r a t i o n o f the c a p i t a l i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y l i k e t h a t o f an a l t a r set 

up by Cohors IV Qallorum. On t h i s account the a l t a r s o f Cohors I I 

Sallorum are placed i n the group of stones carved by masons who had 

been i n f l u e n c e d by the s t y l e s o f Legio V I , f o r Cohors IV Gallorum can 

be shown t o have been connected w i t h the l e g i o n s t a t i o n e d a t York. 

RIB 917 

Horsley, 275, Comb. L I I . 

134. The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r , now l o s t , from Old P e n r i t h . 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r and t o the Genius of the 

Emperors P h i l i p p i by Cohors I I Gallorum. No dimensions are preserved. 

According to H o r s l e y 1 s drawing the s h a f t i s p l a i n . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 

The f a s c i a i s a p p a r e n t l y "enlarged" ( t y p e 7) and i s i n s c r i b e d . 

The upper p r o f i l e o f the a l t a r i s f l a t . 

The c a p i t a l i s separated from the s h a f t by a chamfer. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o the years A.D. 244-249, 

a d a t i n g which accords w e l l w i t h the genera l s t y l e o f the c a p i t a l . 

SIB 915 

Horsley, p r e f . xx, Cumb. L l l a . 



128. 

A l t a r s p r o b a b l y f r o m the workshop o f Cohors I I Gallorum. 

135. An a l t a r from Old P e n r i t h } now i n the B r i t i s h Museum. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to Mars Belatucadrus and t o the D e i t i e s 

o f the Emperors by J u l i u s A u g u s t a l i s , a c t o r o f J u l i u s Lupus, p r e f e c t . 

I t i s oarved i n b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 30^ inches h i g h , 20 inches 

wide and 10 inches t h i o k . The s h a f t i s 16 inches h i g h , 13-jjs- inches wide and 

9i infihes t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 

There i s no f o c u s . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 7) and i n s o r i b e d . I t i s decorated 

w i t h c r u d e l y carved cable moulding a t the top and at each s i d e . 

There i s no f o c u s mount. The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s f l a t ( t y p e 10) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the f r o n t o f the stone, 

a t b o t h c a p i t a l and base, t h e r e are two f i l l e t s , stepped-in at the c a p i t a l 

and stepped-out a t the base. At the s i d e s of the a l t a r chamfers take t h e 

place o f the f i l l e t s a t both the upper and lower end o f the s h a f t . 

H a v e r f i e l d suggested t h a t t h i s a l t a r belonged t o Cohors I I Gallorum 

and t h e r e i s n o t h i n g improbable i n t h i s . The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y of t h i r d 

c e n t u r y d a t e . 

RIB 918 

Rooke, Arch. I X , 220j p l a t e X V I I 

H a v e r f i e l d , CW2 X I I I , 185, no. 5« 
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Cohors I I Tungrorum 

The s e r i e s of a l t a r s carved by masons of Cohors I I Tungrorum a t 

B i r r e n s i s perhaps the f i n e s t i n the whole o f B r i t a i n . S i x a l t a r s mention 

the u n i t by name and f o u r o t h e r s may be a t t r i b u t e d t o the workshop. 

The d i e may be e i t h e r p l a i n or p a n e l l e d and the s h a f t , a l t h o u g h 

u s u a l l y p l a i n , may have s a c r i f i c i a l implements. 

The b o l s t e r s are e i t h e r c y l i n d r i c a l or cigar-shaped. The ends are 

u s u a l l y decorated w i t h geometric, r o s e t t e - l i k e designs, sometimes w i t h 

l i n k i n g r a i s e d a r c s . There i s a wide v a r i e t y o f f o c u s ; one of them i s a 

two-handled d i s h } another resembles an i n v e r t e d f l u t e d bowl. 

Fasciae are o f t e n b e a u t i f u l l y decorated w i t h l e a v e s , arcades and 

supine c r e s c e n t s . One o f the a l t a r s c a r r i e s a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of a domed 

niche w i t h door. The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f ocus mount i s from the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 

2) , w i t h c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 3« 

The mouldings are always w e l l c u t and i n most i n s t a n c e s are oymas 

r e v e r s e . The masons o f t h i s u n i t used enrichments such as oa b l e , bead 

and r e e l and ohip-oarved chevron. 

The a l t a r s date from the p e r i o d about A.D.I58 when the c o h o r t was 

i n g a r r i s o n at B i r r e n s . They show s e v e r a l s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e s . The cyma 

mouldings are based on t e m p l e t s p r o v i d e d by Legio V I , from whose masons 

the cigar-shaped b o l s t e r s and c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 3 seem to come. The 

a f f e o t i o n f o r the supine c r e s c e n t seems t o belong t o Legio XX a l t h o u g h i t 

may come from Leon, where c r e s c e n t s on t r i a n g u l a r bases s i m i l a r t o those 

on t h r e e o f the B i r r e n s a l t a r s are not unusual . There i s some evidence 

f o r the presence of Legio V I I G-emina i n B r i t a i n ( i L S 2726), and the m o t i f 

may e i t h e r stem from t h i s u n i t o r from a r e c r u i t from the Leon r e g i o n t o 

Cohors I I Tungrorum. The e l a b o r a t e i v y - l e a f s c r o l l on one o f the stones 

i s based on t h a t o f an enamelled plaque from Tungria w h i l e the b o l s t e r s 

ends o f one a l t a r may be p a r a l l e l e d from Regensburg. 
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I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o account f o r these i n t e r e s t i n g m o t i f s . The 
l i k e l i e s t e x p l a n a t i o n would seem t o be t h a t ideas f o r them were brought 
to the u n i t by r e c r u i t s . The Raetians s e r v i n g i n the u n i t may be mentioned 
i n t h i s c onnection (RIB 2 1 0 0 ) . Or i t may be t h a t t h e s k i l l e d craftsmen 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the a l t a r s were c o n s t a n t l y p i c k i n g up new m o t i f s and 
s t o c k i n g t h e i r notebooks w i t h them. This may have happened, f o r i n s t a n c e , 
when a detachment of the u n i t was s e r v i n g i n R a e t i a . 

At ;Castlesteads i n the t h i r d c e n t u r y , the u n i t decorated i t s a l t a r s 

t o J u p i t e r w i t h wheels and t h u n d e r b o l t s . 

B o l s t e r s are p l a i n and f o c i c i r c u l a r . BandB o f s o l a r d i s k s and l e n s -

shapes ornament the c a p i t a l s . 

136 . An a l t a r from B i r r e n s ; now i n the N a t i o n a l Museum o f 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to the D i s c i p l i n e o f the Emperor by gohors I I 

Tungrorum. I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The a l t a r i s 39 inches h i g h , 

23 inches wide and 19f- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 2 l £ inches h i g h , 2 0 £ 

inches wide and 16£ inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the dext e r side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s a dished p a t e r a w i t h umbo 

decorated w i t h an i n c i s e d s a l t i r e , set o b l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl towards 

the back and base of the stone. The r i m o f t h e bowl i s ornamented by a 

cable , moulding. The handle i s ram-headed. The s h a f t i s bordered by a 

cable moulding and a t i n y cabled bead runs down the c e n t r e to t e r m i n a t e 

i n a leaf-shaped f e a t u r e a t the r i m o f the bowl. On the s i n i s t e r side 

of the s h a f t t h e r e are r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s of an axe and k n i f e . The axe i s 

o f the pick-axe v a r i e t y ( t y p e l ) . The k n i f e has a broad blade t a p e r i n g 

to the t i p ( t y p e 2 ) . 
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The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l ( t y p e A l a ) . At t h e outer sides t h e r e 

are t h r e e l a r g e , spaced o u t ^ d i s h e d r o s e t t e s w i t h e i g h t b i - l o b e d p e t a l s 

and c e n t r e bosses. This i s a unique f e a t u r e . The o l o s e s t p a r a l l e l i s 

the a l t a r on the b o l s t e r s o f which bosses are carved (14O). The f r o n t s 

o f the b o l s t e r s are ornamented by dished r o s e t t e s of f o u r angular b i - l o b e d 

p e t a l s w i t h bossed c e n t r e s . A l l the r o s e t t e s are set w i t h i n l a r g e r 

r o u n d e l s which p r o v i d e a p l a i n frame f o r the m o t i f s . 

The focus i s i n the form o f a two handled d i s h . The d i s h i s c i r c u l a r 

and measures 10^- inches i n t e r n a l l y . I t i s 1-g- inches deep. One handle 

s u r v i v e s . This i s c a b l e d . The focus i s attached to the f r o n t and back 

o f t h e c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7)» 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 3 ) and decorated at both back and 

f r o n t . At the sides and at each side of the f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l t h e r e 

i s a band of bead and r e e l design bordered at both the upper and lower 

edge by t i n y c h i p - c a r v e d chevron. I n the c e n t r e of the f r o n t , a small 

arched niche w i t h f a n v a u l t appears. The entrance i s f l a n k e d by b a l u s t e r -

shaped columns g i r d l e d by double bead mouldings and w i t h moulded c a p i t a l s 

and bases. Upon the p i l l a r s r e s t l a r g e chamfered imposts s u p p o r t i n g 

t r i p l e a r c h i v o l t mouldings, the o u t e r one c a b l e d . The doors of the niche 

are suggested by two r e c t a n g u l a r panels i n m i t r e d frames, each having a 

double border at the i n n e r s i d e . The doors do not r i s e t o the f u l l h e i g h t 

o f t h e niche and t h e i r upper l i m i t i s marked by a cable moulding and band 

o f t i n y c h i p - c a r v e d chevron. The doors r e s t on t h r e e baluster-shaped 

s h a f t s which may w e l l d e p i c t an open, fenced enclosure i n f r o n t of the 

n i c h e . The niche i s perhaps best understood as a sacellum. The back of 

the c a p i t a l i s broken but i t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e r e has been a cantharus or 

u r n i n the c e n t r e and t h a t i t has been f l a n k e d by s m a l l , f o u r - p e t a l l e d 

r o s e t t e s i n r e l i e f w i t h bossed c e n t r e s . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l s p r i n g s from t h e b o l s t e r s and 

has the form o f two concave arcs l i n k e d by a broad h o r i z o n t a l ( t y p e 4 ) . 
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The edge i s o u t l i n e d by a cable moulding. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a cyma 

r e v e r s a based on t a n g e n t i a l arcs and underpinned by a row of small 

d e n t i l s . At the base t h e r e i s a cabled t o r u s , a bead moulding, an 

i n v e r t e d cyma r e v e r s a and a p l i n t h . 

T h i s a l t a r i s one of the most e l a b o r a t e l y decorated and best executed 

i n Northern B r i t a i n . 

RIB 2092 

Brown, B., PSAS XXX, 171-172. 

Macdonald, J., i b i d . , 130-132, no. 4} 1 3 1 , f i g . 9 . 

137 • An a l t a r from B i r r e n s ; now i n the Burgh Museum, Dumfries. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to Minerva by Cohors I I Tungrorum under the 

command o f Gaius S i l v i u s Auspex, p r e f e c t . I t i s oarved i n red sandstone. 

The a l t a r i s 49^ inches h i g h , 17 inches wide and 12 inches t h i c k . The 

s h a f t i s 18J inches h i g h , 14fr inches wide and 10J inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s enclosed i n a double bead moulding 16-Jr inches h i g h and 

12^- inches wide. 

The sides o f the s h a f t are decorated. On each side t h e r e i s a panel 

w i t h a f l a t border i n which a p a t t e r n o f i v y lea v e s , each w i t h the 

median v e i n i n d i c a t e d , appears i n r e l i e f . The designs are n o t i d e n t i c a l . 

On the dexter side the leaves meander w i t h o u t b o t a n i c a l form but on the 

s i n i s t e r side they s p r i n g from an u p r i g h t stem. The f r e e - e r m o t i f i s 

a p p a r e n t l y based on t h a t o f an enamelled plaque i n the museum i n 

K a r l s r u h e . ^ * 

1 . See I , p.^^-P. 
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The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . At the f r o n t , the ends are 
decorated w i t h s i x - p e t a l l e d r o s e t t e s o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f ; the t i p o f 
each p e t a l i s l i n k e d t o i t s neighbour by a s i m i l a r p e t a l and the m o t i f 
i s set w i t h i n a r i m . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h a f l a t r i m . W i t h i n the d i s h t h e r e i s 

a second r i m and umbo w i t h sunken c e n t r e ( t y p e A 3 c). I t i s attabhed t o 

the f r o n t and back o f the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7 ) . The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s 6f- i n c h e s ; i t i s -g- i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep, and decorated. The f r o n t 

and sides have panels o u t l i n e d by a bead moulding. The c e n t r a l m o t i f o f 

the f r o n t of the f a s c i a i s a r o u n d e l w i t h two c o n c e n t r i c r i m s and umbo 

w i t h sunken c e n t r e . F l a n k i n g t h i s , a p a i r o f d o l p h i n s w i t h i n c i s e d eyes, 

two d o r s a l and two v e n t r a l f i n s , and t a i l i n s i x segments, face each 

o t h e r , t h e i r snouts t o u c h i n g . I n each o f the spandrels formed by the 

cor n e r s o f the panel and the backs o f the f i s h e s , a b i r d , s t a n d i n g on a 

bar and i n p r o f i l e , faces outwards. The type o f b i r d i s not c l e a r ; the 

r e l i e f s might be int e n d e d f o r sea-birds or perhaps f o r ravens^'. The 

sid e s of the f a s c i a have designs of i v y l e a v e s . At the dext e r side 

t h r e e leaves form the p a t t e r n ; on the s i n i s t e r side f o u r leaves are 

arranged s y m m e t r i c a l l y . 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , r i s i n g to a c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e o f concave arcs l i n k e d by a s h o r t h o r i z o n t a l ( t y p e 3)« The main 

i n t e r e s t o f the f r o n t of the focus mount i s given by a supine c r e s c e n t 

on a p e d e s t a l base i n r e l i e f . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on th r e e s i d e s . At both c a p i t a l and base 

th e r e i s a cyma r e v e r s a based on t a n g e n t i a l a r c s . 

The base o f the a l t a r i s decorated w i t h m o t i f s which complement 

those o f the f a s c i a . Panels o u t l i n e d by a bead moulding are to be 

1. See I , p. 101. 



found on the front and s i d e s . The c e n t r a l motif of the front panel 

i s a b i r d , s i m i l a r to those of the f a s c i a and f a c i n g the dexter side 

of the stone. Flanking thiB, and f a c i n g the sides of the a l t a r , i s a 

pair of dolphins of the same type as those on the f a s c i a but with t a i l s 

i n three parts only. At the sides of the base there are i v y l e a f designs 

carved from the same pattern as that on the s i n i s t e r side of the f a s c i a . 

This a l t a r i s c l e a r l y from the same hand as 138 and 139* 

RIB 1204 

Macdonald, J . , PSAS XXX, 152-155, no. 16} 153, f i g s . 21, 22, 23. 

138. An a l t a r from B i r r e n s ; now i n the National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mars and to the Emperor's Vi c t o r y by 

Raetians serving i n Cohors I I Tungrorum under the command of S i l v i u s 

Auspex, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The a l t a r i s 54 inches 

high, 23 inches wide and 13-g" inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 21 inches high, 

20 -̂ inches wide and 12 inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n although the l a s t l i n e of the i n s c r i p t i o n i s 

punctuated by i n c i s e d i v y leaves and a roundel of two concentric c i r c l e s 

and boss with sunken oentre. 

The shaft i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , and l a r g e . The f r o n t s are 

decorated with r o s e t t e s , the s i x p e t a l s of which are outlined i n r e l i e f 

and the t i p s joined by p e t a l s of s i m i l a r type. The motif i s set within 

a rim. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished with rim (type A2a). I t i s attached 

to the front and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7)« The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 6f- inches and i t i s 2̂ - inches deep. 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow and decorated. A panel 
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o u t l i n e d by a bead moulding encloses a design o f f i v e i v y leaves i n 
r e l i e f . 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) . The c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e i s of type 5* This i s r e m i n i s c e n t of the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e s o f 

a l t a r s o f Conors I Hispanorum from Maryport. The c r e s c e n t i c o u t l i n e 

i s emphasised by a supine c r e s c e n t i n r e l i e f , carved p a r a l l e l t o the 

upper p r o f i l e and r e s t i n g , not on a pyramidal support, but on the 

c e n t r a l one o f three convex s e m i - c i r c l e s o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . At c a p i t a l and base t h e r e 

are cyma r e v e r s a mouldings c u t from the same templet and based on i n t e r ­

s e c t i n g a r c s . The te m p l e t s are from the set used to carve the mouldings 

o f 139 and were used by masons o f Legio V I . There i s a bead moulding 

a t the narrower edge of each moulding and the base moulding i s i n v e r t e d . 

At the base t h e r e i s an extended p l i n t h ; below the mouldings t h e r e i s 

a decorated band separated by a groove from a p l a i n f a s c i a 3 inches wide 

which i s chamfered t o a r o u g h l y f i n i s h e d s o c l e . 

The decorated panel a t the f r o n t o f the base i s o u t l i n e d by a bead 

moulding. Four p a i r s o f i v y leaves w i t h median v e i n p o i n t the eye 

upwards to the s h a f t . 

The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y l i n k e d w i t h 137 and 139 by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n , 

g e n e r a l shape and d e c o r a t i o n . 

RIB 2100 

Macdonald, J . , PSAS XXX, 155-157, no. 18; 156, f i g . 25 . 

139 . An a l t a r from B i r r e n s ; now i n the Burgh Museum, Dumfries. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated t o the goddess V i r a d e c t h i s by men s e r v i n g 

i n Cohors I I Tungrorum under the command o f S i l v i u s Auspex, p r e f e c t . 

I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The h e i g h t o f the stone i s 29^- inches 

and i t i s 17f- inches wide and 14 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 13 inches 

h i g h , l6jr i n c h e s wide and inches t h i o k . 
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The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are cigar-shaped ( t y p e B l ) . The ends are o u t l i n e d 

by a r i m and each d i s p l a y s a boss decorated w i t h a r o s e t t e of f o u r 

double-grooved p e t a l s . T his m o t i f c a l l s t o mind the decorated b o l s t e r s 

o f an a l t a r i n the Museum at Regensburg where the r o s e t t e s are carved on 

bosses ( P l a t e F ) . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h f l a t r i m and umbo w i t h i n n e r boss ( t y p e 

A 2 f ) . I t i s attached to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface 

type 7)« The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 7-g- inches and i t i s f- i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , r i s i n g to form a 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f concave a r c s l i n k e d by a broad h o r i z o n t a l ( t y p e 4 ) . 

I n the c e n t r e of the focus mount t h e r e i s i n r e l i e f a supine c r e s c e n t 

r e s t i n g on a pyramidal s u p p o r t . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on th r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

cyma r e v e r s a based on i n t e r s e c t i n g a r c s carved from a templet from a set 

used by Legio V I ( 2 3 ) and used f o r another a l t a r made by the same masons 

a t B i r r e n s ( l 3 8 ) . At the base t h e r e i s a smal l e r v e r s i o n of the moulding 

and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

P r ofessor B i r l e y p o i n t s out t h a t the d e d i c a t o r s o f the a l t a r were 

r e c r u i t e d a p p a r e n t l y i n e i t h e r B e l g i c Gaul or Lower Germany. The 

d e c o r a t i o n o f the b o l s t e r s suggests t h a t the mason was one of the Raetians 

mentioned on I38. 

RIB 2108 

Macdonald, J., P3AS XXX, 142-144, no. 11; 143, f i g - 16. 

B i r l e y , CW2 XXXV, 58 . 

140 . An a l t a r from B i r r e n s ; now i n the N a t i o n a l Museum o f 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to the goddess Ricagambeda by men s e r v i n g 
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i n Cohore I I Tungrorum. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The a l t a r i s 

44 inches high, 17-g- inohes wide and l l J r inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 16̂ -

inches high, 16^ inches wide and 11 inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l (type Ala) but have on the outer 

sides, two bosses, f l a t at the dexter side and rounded at the s i n i s t e r 

side. This i s a unique fea t u r e . The f r o n t s of the bolsters are ornamented 

by seven-petalled r o s e t t e s outlined i n r e l i e f and set w i t h i n an inoised 

roundel• 

The focus i s i n the form of an inverted bowl w i t h seventeen f l u t i n g s 

and an umbo with sunken centre. I t i s attached to the f r o n t and back of 

the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7)« The diameter of the bowl i s 6 inches. 

The fas c i a i s moulded (type 2 ) . An inverted cyma reversa based on 

tan g e n t i a l aros i s set above a f i l l e t . 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . I t r i s e s to 

form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of concave arcs l i n k e d by a short h o r i z o n t a l (type 

3 ) . The o u t l i n e of the ce n t r a l p r o f i l e i s emphasised by a groove. An 

incised supine crescent provides a t h i r d arc below the ho r i z o n t a l of the 

focus mount. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At both c a p i t a l and base 

there i s a large cyma reversa based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs and cut from 

the same templet. At the base the moulding i s inverted and there i s a 

stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 2107 

Macdonald, J., P3A3 XXX, 157-158, no. 19» 157, f i g . 26. 

141* An a l t a r from B i r r e n s j now i n the National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to a l l the gods and goddesses by a 

soldier of Cohors I I Tungrorum. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The 
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stone i s 27-4 i n c h e s h i g h , 15 i n c h e s wide and 4§- i n c h e s t h i c k . The s h a f t 
i s 21 i n c h e s h i g h , 14g- i n c h e s wide and 4sr i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The d i e i s e n c l o s e d on t h r e e s i d e s by a c a b l e moulding and by a 

p l a i n t o r u s a t the lower edge. The i n s c r i b e d p a n e l i s 21 i n c h e s h i g h 

and 13f- i n c h e s wide. Below the i n s c r i p t i o n t h e r e a r e two i n c i s e d supine 

c r e s c e n t s . 

The s h a f t i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s a r e p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) w i t h d i s h e d f r o n t s and l a r g e 

b o s s e s . 

There i s no f o c u s . 

The f a s c i a i s " e n l a r g e d " ( t y p e 5 ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s formed by two concave a r c s l i n k e d by a 

broad h o r i z o n t a l ( t y p e 4 ) . 

Mouldings appear o n l y on the f r o n t of the s t o n e . At the c a p i t a l 

t h e r e i s the c a b l e d t o r u s f r a m i n g t h e d i e . At the base an i r r e g u l a r , 

rounded moulding marks the lower edge of the s h a f t . 

RIB 2109 

Macdonald, J . , PSAS XXX, 158-9, no. 20} 158, f i g . 27. 

142. An a l t a r from C a s t l e s t e a d s f now i n the T u l l i e House 

Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r and to t h e D e i t y of t h e Emperor 

by Cohors I I Tungrorum under the command of T i b e r i u s C l a u d i u s C l a u d i a n u s . 

I t i s c a r v e d i n r e d sa n d s t o n e . The a l t a r i s 50 i n c h e s h i g h , 22 -̂ i n c h e s 

wide and i s now 11 i n c h e s t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 27-4 i n c h e s h i g h , 1^ 

i n c h e s wide and 11 i n c h e s t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the d e x t e r s i d e of the s h a f t t h e r e i s a t h u n d e r b o l t i n r e l i e f 

i n the shape of a double-ended, t h r e e pronged p i t c h - f o r k . The s i n i s t e r 
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side bears a wheel w i t h ten spokes and rim i n r e l i e f . The hub i s pierced. 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s 

defaced and i t i s not possible to ascertain whether the ends of the 

bolsters were deoorated. 

The focus i a large, c i r c u l a r and raised above the l e v e l of the 

bol s t e r s . I t i s dished w i t h rim (type A2b). The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 

9̂ - inches and i t i s ijr inches deep. 

The f r o n t a l fasoia i s damaged but the sides of the c a p i t a l have 

reotangular fasciae, i n t e r e s t i n g l y deoorated} a row of vesicae p i s c i s 

o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f i s set above a band of pointed arches also i n r e l i e f . 

The e l l i p t i o a l motif may be oompared w i t h that decorating the fascia of 

an a l t a r from Cologne 

The form of the foous mount i s not d e a r , although the f r o n t of the 

c a p i t a l seems to have been pediment-shaped (type l ) . The back of the 

o a p i t a l has a rectangular o e n t r a l p r o f i l e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 

cant mouldings. At the base there are two angular t o r i . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to A.D. 241. 

RIB 1983 

Eutohinson, Cumb. I , 110) plate facing 103, 14. 

Bruce, Wall 3, 278-279* f i g . , 278. 

TH. Cat.. 9-10, no. 23. 

143* An a l t a r from near CastlesteadB; now at Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by Cohors I I Tungrorum under the 

oommand of Albius Severus, pref e o t . I t i s oarved i n red sandstone. The 

1. Schoppa, Rflmische flatter denkma'ler, 58» no. 52) plates 5° and 51* 
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a l t a r i s 49 inches high, 24^ inches wide and l l f inches t h i c k . The 
shaft i s 26f- inches high, 22£ inches wide and 9£ inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s i n r e l i e f a thunderbolt 

w i t h t w i s t e d prongs. On the s i n i s t e r side there i s a six-spoked wheel 

w i t h pierced hub. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . They are damaged at the f r o n t . 

The focus has gone but i t seemB to have been c i r c u l a r and sunken. 

The f a s c i a i s reotangular (type 1, narrow) and decorated. At the 

f r o n t of the stone a band of solar disks runs across the width of the 

stone. At the sides of the c a p i t a l a band of bar s a l t i r e s separated by 

v e r t i c a l r i b s takes the place of the solar disks. A l l these decorative 

s t r i p s are executed i n ohip carving. 

The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s damaged and i t i s not possible to 

ascertain the type of focus mount or c e n t r a l p r o f i l e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

small torus and a oyma reverse based on t a n g e n t i a l arcs. The same 

mouldings are reversed a t the base and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The s t y l e of the decoration of the shaft of t h i s a l t a r l i n k s i t 

w i t h 142 whioh may be dated A.D. 241* I t seems appropriate therefore 

to place t h i s stone i n the same period. The use of solar disks to 

decorate the f a s c i a of 153 may also be noted. 

RIB 1981 

Collingwood, CW2 XXII, 206-7, no. 1} 206, f i g . 2. 

144» An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by Cohors I I Tungrorum under the 

command of Aurelius Optatus, pre f e o t . No measurements are recorded. 

The die i s p l a i n . 
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On the dexter side of the shaft there i s an angular thunderbolt 

i n r e l i e f , i d e n t i c a l i n shape w i t h that appearing on the reverse of a 

ooin of T i b e r i u s * * . 

From the drawing i n Gibson's Camden, the bolsters seem to have been 

small and may not have been cut separately from the c a p i t a l * The ends 

have rims and, perhaps, bosses* 

No d e t a i l s of the focus are preserved. On the drawing the top 

of the a l t a r appears to be f l a t . 

The f a s c i a seems to have been rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth 

and deoorated. A band of seven arohes, apparently o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f , 

i s the main decorative element, although at the upper edge of the f a s c i a 

there i s a t i n y chevron pattern* I t i s not possible to determine whether 

t h i s i s inoised or i n r e l i e f . 

The focus mount i s "extended," curved under the bolsters (type 5<0« 

I t i s ornamented by a c e n t r a l roundel i n the apes, of a pediment formed 

by raised or incised diagonals from each side of which chevron patterns 

p r o j e o t . From the lowest point of these diagonals v e r t i c a l r i b s 

s i m i l a r l y decorated reach the top of the o a p i t a l and others slope to 

meet the top of the b o l s t e r s . Similar bands run along the outer edges 

of the focus mount. The o e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t (type 10). 

The a l t a r has mouldings at o a p i t a l and base. At the c a p i t a l there 

seems to be a bead moulding, a large, cabled torus, a smaller, stepped-

i n torus, a stepped-out torus, and a cabled bead. The base mouldings 

seem to have been a stepped-out cavetto, a f i l l e t , a n inverted cyma 

reversa decorated w i t h a band of chevron pattern i n r e l i e f w i t h the 

1. Robertson A.S., Roman Imperial Coins i n the Hunter Coin Cabinet* 

U n i v e r s i t y of Glasgow. I . Augustus to Nerva (London 1962), 61, 

no* 16) plate 10. 
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base of the t r i a n g l e s at the top, two t o r i , the lower of which i s decorated 
w i t h cable p a t t e r n , and a p l i n t h , although t h i s i s very small and seems to 
be chamfered. 
RIB 1982 

Gibson's Camden I I , 1035 w i t h f i g . 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Cohors I I Tungrorum 

145* A statue base from Birrens; now i n the National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The base i s dedicated to the Deity of the Emperor and to Mercury. I t 

i s carved i n red sandstone. The height of the stone i s 31 inches and i t i s 

14jjr inohes wide and 11 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 19£ inches high, 14̂ -

inches wide and 10̂ - inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

There are neither b o l s t e r s nor focus. The top of the stone i s f l a t and 

roughly tooled. 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. 

The base i s moulded only at the f r o n t of the stone. At the c a p i t a l 

there i s a f i n e cyma reversa moulding based on tangential arcs and cut from 

the same templet as the smaller c a p i t a l moulding of 140, an a l t a r carved by 

masons of Cohors I I Tungrorum. This base no doubt comes from the same work­

shop. There i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The base may be ascribed to the second century and to Cohors I I Tungrorum. 

RIB 2103 

Macdonald, J., PSAS XXX, I38-I4O, no. 8j I38, f i g . 13^ 

I46. An a l t a r from Birrens; now i n the Burgh Museum, Dumfries. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the goddess Harimella by an engineer, 
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( a r o h i t e o t u s ) . I t i s carved i n buf f sandstone. The stone i s 27-̂ -
inches high, 14 inches wide and 12£- inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s ll-§-
inches high, 11 inohes wide and 11 inohes t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The ends are ornamented by 

rosettes w i t h s i x petals o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f set w i t h i n a r i m . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h f l a t r im, f l a t bottom and umbo not 

quite accurately centred (type B7b). I t i s attached to the f r o n t and 

back of the o a p i t a l and touches the bolsters (upper surface type 10). 

The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 6jjr inches) i t i s inch deep. 

The fasoia i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . I t forms a c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e of oonoave arcs l i n k e d by a short h o r i z o n t a l (type 3 ) . A p e l l e t 

appears i n the centre of the focus mount. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At both c a p i t a l and base 

there i s a cyma reversa based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs. 

I t seems clear that t h i s a l t a r i s from the workshop of Cohore I I 

Tungrorum. The decorated b o l s t e r s , the f l a t rim of the foous. the type 

of focus mount and the oyma mouldings based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs are 

a l l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of thiB unit's work i n the mid-second century. 

RIB 2096 

Maodonald, J., PSAS XXX, 141-142, no. 10} 141, f i g . 15. 

147. A fragment of an a l t a r , now l o s t , from Birrens. 

As only the upper dexter portion of the a l t a r i s recorded, the 

i n s c r i p t i o n i s imperfectly preserved. No measurements of the stone 

are given. 

The die i s enclosed i n a moulded panel. 

The dexter side of the shaft, as f a r as i t survived, i s p l a i n . 



144 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The end of the remaining example 

i s deoorated w i t h a ros e t t e w i t h s i x petals o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f and t i p s 

l i n k e d by a moulded aro, set w i t h i n a r i m . 

No d e t a i l s of the focus survive. 

There seems to have been no f a s c i a , i f reliance can be placed i n 

Macdonald's drawing, 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) , apparently r i s i n g 

i n ooncave arcs to the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e which seems to be rounded. I n the 

oentre of the focus mount there i s a r o s e t t e , probably s i m i l a r to that 

oarved on the end of the b o l s t e r . A fragment of an aroh between the 

bolsters and the oe n t r a l r o s e t t e remains. 

Maodonald's drawing shows mouldings at the dexter side of the stone. 

These seem to be a p r o j e c t i n g f i l l e t , and a bead mould set at an i n t e r v a l 

below i t . 

This a l t a r has s t y l i s t i c a f f i n i t i e s w i t h the stones dedioated to 

Minerva, and to Mars and the Emperor's Vi c t o r y by so l d i e r s of Cohors I I 

Tungrorum (137, 138). The panelled die i s p a r a l l e l e d on the f i r s t of 

these a l t a r s , while the arch of the focus mount i s reminiscent of the 

ornamentation of the oomparable feature of the other stone. The rosettes 

of the b o l s t e r s were no doubt of the same type as those on both these 

a l t a r s . I t seems safe therefore to a t t r i b u t e the fragment to the workshop 

of Cohors I I Tungrorum at the same period as the other stones. 

RIB 2101 

Maodonald, J., PSAS XXX, 155, no. 17? f i g . 24* 

148. An uninsoribed a l t a r from Birr e n s j now i n the National Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s oarved i n red sandstone. I t i s inches high, 21 

inches wide and 17-g- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 18£ inohes high, 12 inches 
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wide and 11 inches t h i c k . 
The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are cigar-shaped, banded by a cabled strap (type B2b). 

From the straps three lance-shaped thunderbolts with cabled shafts project 

towards the f r o n t and back of the o a p i t a l . The ends of the b o l s t e r s are 

dished w i t h bosses. 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r , dished (type A2b). I t i s attached to the f r o n t 

and baok of the o a p i t a l (upper surface type 7 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 

8̂ - inches and i t i s 1^ inohes deep. 

The fascia i s concave. I t i s ornamented by a band of leaves, ei t h e r 

elm or beech, on three sides. 

The foous mount i s "extended", curved under the bolsters (type 5 ° ) , 

springing from the bolsters i n concave arcs to form a ce n t r a l p r o f i l e of 

type 4« A oantharue i n r e l i e f occupies the oen t r a l zone. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the o a p i t a l there i s a oyma 

reversa based on i n t e r s e c t i n g aros cut from the same templet as 87* At 

the base there 1B an inverted cyma reversa, two stepped-out f i l l e t s , a 

oavetto, a stepped-out f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The oigar-shaped b o l s t e r s , the oentral p r o f i l e of the o a p i t a l and the 

oyma reversa mouldings based on i n t e r s e o t i n g aros point to an o r i g i n i n 

a workshop of Cohors I I Tungrorum. This view i s reinforced by the cantharus 

on the f r o n t of the o a p i t a l , a motif which appears on the back of the 

c a p i t a l of another stone carved by masons of t h i s u n i t (136). 

Macdonald, J., PSAS XXX, 132-133, no. 5j 132, f i g . 10. 

149. An a l t a r from Castlesteads; now at Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the D i s c i p l i n e of the Emperors, emended 

in a seoondary t e x t to the D i s c i p l i n e of the Emperor. I t i s carved i n 

red sandstone. The a l t a r i s 38 inohes high, 22 inches wide and 10^ inches 
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t h i c k . The shaft i s 16£ inches high, 20£ inches wide and 9% inches t h i c k . 
The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The ends are rimmed w i t h sunken 

centres. 

The focus i s roughly e l l i p t i o a l with the long axis from side to side. 

I t has a rim and i s dished, but no attempt has been made to f i n i s h the 

stone smoothly (type A2b). From side to side the i n t e r n a l measurement 

i s 9 inches} from back to f r o n t i t measures 7 inches. The depth i s l£ 

inches. 

The fas c i a i s "enlarged" (type 4 ) * Two cant mouldings take the place 

of a v e r t i o a l plane at the sides of the c a p i t a l . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s damaged so th a t the o r i g i n a l 

shape i s not clear but i t may w e l l have been a pediment. I t has been 

decorated w i t h an incised ornament} i n the oentre a single l e a f i s flanked 

by what now appear to be roundels adorned by l e a f m o t i f s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At both o a p i t a l and base there 

are three angular t o r i . There i s a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 209-211 and 

i t seems l i k e l y that i t i s a product of the workshop of Cohors I I Tungrorum. 

the u n i t stationed at Castlesteads at that time. The i n s c r i p t i o n indicates 

the m i l i t a r y status of the dedioator. 

RIB 1978 

Collingwood, CW2 XXII, 210, no. 10} f i g . 6. 

150. An a l t a r , probably from Castlesteads} now at Rokeby. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mithras by Marcus L i o i n i u s Ripanus, pr e f e c t . 

I t i s carved i n oream sandstone. The a l t a r i s 38 inohes high, 20̂ - inches 

wide and 15f inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s 2 l £ inches high, 17^ inohes wide 

and 12£ inohes t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 
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The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , but they have had t h e i r tops 
shaved o f f to make a f l a t upper surface. The end of the s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r 
survives and shows that the o u t l i n e has been emphasised by a moulded rim. 

The foous i s o i r o u l a r w i t h a double r i m , set w i t h i n a rectangle 

outl i n e d by a rim . The bottom of the focua slopes upwards towards the 

oentre, as i n a pottery dish found at Hofheim (focus type A4b). The 

upper surface i s type 16. The i n t e r n a l diameter of the focus i s 8̂ - inchesj 

i t i s 2g inch deep. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged", curved under the b o l s t e r s (type 5) and f i l l e d 

i n . I t i s decorated w i t h three oanthari i n r e l i e f . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t (type 10) . 

The a l t a r i s f u l l y moulded on three sides. At the back there are 

chamfers. The mouldings of the c a p i t a l are a torus and a stepped-in 

f i l l e t . At the base, the f i l l e t i s stepped out and the torus i s debased. 

Professor B i r l e y suggests that t h i s a l t a r i s from the Mithraeum at 

Castlesteads and that the prefect mentioned i s oommandant of Cohors I I 

Tungrorum. 

RIB 1993 

Horaley, 255, Cumb. KV 

B i r l e y , CW2 L I , 67-68. 

151. An a l t a r from Castlesteads; now at Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Deity of the Emperor and to the god 

Vanauns by Aurelius Armiger, deourio prinoeps. I t i s carved i n red 

sandstone. The a l t a r i s 25̂ - inohes high, inohes wide and 8-g- inches 

t h i c k . The shaft i s lOf inches high, 12 inches wide and 6% inohes t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

There are no bo l s t e r s although the sides of the c a p i t a l are raised 

above the l e v e l of the upper surface of the o a p i t a l . 
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The fooua i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). The 
i n t e r n a l diameter i s 5 inches and i t i s inch deep. 

The fasc i a extends to the top of the c a p i t a l and i s deoorated w i t h 

an arcade. Two round-headed arches o u t l i n e d by a bead moulding f l a n k 

a pointed arch. The oolumns from which the arches spring are c y l i n d r i c a l 

and have w e l l defined c a p i t a l s . Chip-carved stops occupy the spandrels. 

There i s no focus mount. The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l has 

apparently been f l a t (type 10) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the o a p i t a l there i s a 

chamfered to r u s . At the base there are two t o r i and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r seems to be of t h i r d century date as the absenoe of 

bolsters and the a r c h i t e c t u r a l scheme of the fasoia i n d i c a t e . The pointed 

arch suggests t h a t the masons responsible f o r carving the stone were from 

Cohors I I Tungrorum f o r an arcade of pointed arches occurs on an a l t a r 

dedicated by the u n i t i n A.D. 241 (142). 

RIB 1991 

Collingwood, CW2 XXII, 209, no. 7» 209, f i g . 5. 

152. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mars by Venustinus Lupus. No measurements 

are recorded. 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

Horsley's drawing shows the bolsters as strapped,(type A2b or A2d), 

wit h ends o u t l i n e d by rims. 

The focus i s apparently e l l i p t i c a l w i t h the long axis from f r o n t to 

baok. I t i s placed between two r i b s of stone running across the c a p i t a l 

from f r o n t to baok. 

The fasoia i s moulded (type 2 ) . Three torus mouldings are set 

v e r t i c a l l y above each other, the lowest one making the change of dimension 

to the shaft* 
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The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . I t curves upwards, 
apparently high above the b o l s t e r s , i n two arcs joined by a broad 
h o r i z o n t a l (type 4)* 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides at l e a s t . At the o a p i t a l the 

t o r i of the fasc i a stand alone. At the base there i s a large torus. 

The oe n t r a l p r o f i l e of the a l t a r i s reminiscent of those oarved by 

Cohors I I Tungrorum at Birrens i n the seoond century. I t seems reasonable 

to a t t r i b u t e t h i s stone to the same workshop. 

RIB 1986 

Gordon, 81j plate 47, 2. 

Horsley, 263, Cumb. XXXV. 

1^3* An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated to the I n v i n o i b l e Sun-god by Seztus Severius 

Salvator, p r e f e c t . No measurements of the stone are preserved. 

From Gibson's Camden, reproduced i n RIB, the die and shaft seem to 

have been p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s seem to have been p l a i n (type A l a ) . The ends are 

damaged. 

No d e t a i l s of the foous survive. 

The f r o n t of the o a p i t a l i s damaged and both fascia and focus mount 

have gone. The sides of the c a p i t a l however are decorated w i t h solar 

disks i n r e l i e f . 

From the shape of the upper surface of the o a p i t a l , the focus mount 

appears to have been "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) , although i t i s 

d i f f i o u l t to be ce r t a i n of t h i s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides at l e a s t . There seems to have 

been a oavetto at the o a p i t a l and a stepped-out oavetto at the base. 

The decoration of the l a t e r a l fascia strongly suggests that the 

a l t a r i s a produot of the workshop of Cohors I I Tungrorum f o r the pattern 
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of solar disks i s not common and appears on a t h i r d century a l t a r naming 

the u n i t ( l43)» Professor B i r l e y 1 s suggestion that the dedicating prefect 

was i n command of t h i s cohort i s supported therefore by s t y l i s t i c c r i t e r i a . 

RIB 1992 

Horsley, 259, Cumb. XXVIII 

B i r l e y , CW2 L I , 68. 

154* An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mithras. No measurements are recorded. 

The drawing i n Horsley shows the die as p l a i n . 

No d e t a i l s of the upper features of the o a p i t a l are given. 

The fas c i a i s apparently rectangular (type l ) , deep. 

The mouldings of the a l t a r are of the simplest. At the o a p i t a l there 

i s a stepped-in f i l l e t stepped-in to the shaft. At the base only a stepped-

out p l i n t h i s ind i c a t e d . 

I t seems l i k e l y that the a l t a r i s of t h i r d century date and may be 

ascribed t e n t a t i v e l y to the workshop of Cohors I I Tungrorum. 

BIB 1994 

Horsley, 259, Cumb. XXIX 

155* The lower part of an a l t a r from Castlesteads; now i n the 

T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Mother Goddesses of a l l nations by 

Gaius J u l i u s Cupitianus, centurion. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. 

The stone i s 35 inches high, 20̂ - inches wide and 11 inches t h i c k . The 

shaft i s 19 inches wide and 8 inches t h i c k . 

No d e t a i l s of the upper part of the a l t a r survive. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. Two torus mouldings are set 

above the p l i n t h . 
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Professor B i r l e y suggests that the stone dates from the f i r s t h a l f 
of the t h i r d century and that the u n i t commanded by the centurion was 
Cohors I I Tungrorum. 
RIB 1988 

Horsley, 262, pre f . x i x . , Cumb. XXXIV 

B i r l e y , CW2 L I , 69. 

TH. Cat.. 13-14, no. 33. 



Cohora IV Sallorum 

The surviving a l t a r s of Cohors IV Sallorum are from three sitLes and 
have a wide chronological spread. Their workmanship, together w i t h that 
of the splendid b u i l d i n g i n s c r i p t i o n from Risingham (RIB 1227), indioates 
the presence of strong t r a d i t i o n s of stone-carving w i t h i n the u n i t . The 
a l t a r s show a great a f f e c t i o n f o r elaborate ornament. 

The die i s u s u a l l y p l a i n , although ansate panels bearing i n s c r i p t i o n s 

sometimes appear on c a p i t a l and shaft. The sides of the shaft are often 

ornamented by carvings i n r e l i e f , some of them of unique design. I n 

p a r t i c u l a r , the b i r d m otifs and the female f i g u r e playing a tuba may be 

mentioned. 

Apart from one instance b o l s t e r s , where they e x i s t , are p l a i n . The 

ends are sometimes decorated w i t h concentric raised rims or w i t h rosette 

designs w i t h petals o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f . 

The one well-preserved focus i s e l l i p t i c a l and sunken, with umbo w i t h 

depressed centre (type A l e ) . 

The oentral p r o f i l e of the a l t a r s i s usually f l a t though one based 

on oonvex arcs (type 6) appears. I n two instances the focus mount 

accommodates a roundel i n r e l i e f . 

Fasciae are u s u a l l y decorated} bands of incised s a l t i r e s , and chevron, 

both incised and of the bar type, are popular. One fascia has a band of 

v e r t i c a l grooves. Chip-carving does not appear on these a l t a r s . 

Mouldings are either t o r i or cymas reverse. One of the cymas from 

Castle H i l l i s carved from a set of templets used by Legio V I . Cable 

enrichment i s used to good e f f e c t . 

There seems to have been a connection between Cohors IV Oallorum 

and the s i t e at South Shields. Not only do si m i l a r f o c i and c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e s of type 6 appear on an a l t a r from South Shields (590), but 

the buoranium carved on the shaft of an a l t a r from Chesterholm i s 
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c l e a r l y from the same pattern as t h a t on a keystone from South Shields 
(Plate B). This may be a t t r i b u t e d to the o v e r a l l influence of Legio 
VI which, as already stated, was supplying Cohors IV Gallorum w i t h 
templets i n the second oentury. The use of ansate panels to ca r r y 
the f i r s t l i n e of a dedication i s a device of Legio VI. while the 
incorporation of a roundel as the c e n t r a l feature of a c a p i t a l f r o n t 
i s also found i n an a l t a r set up by a legionary ( 3 7 ) . The "enlarged" 
fasc i a w i t h c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 6 may be seen as a devolved form 
of the p r o f i l e s of the legion's a l t a r s from the River Tyne. I t i s 
l i k e l y t h a t Legio VI was b u i l d i n g at South Shields i n the Severan period 
and t h i s may account f o r the apparent l i n k s w i t h Cohors IV Sallorum. 

1^6. An a l t a r from near C a s t l e h i l l f o r t ) now i n the Hunterian 

Museum, Glasgow* 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Mother Goddesses of the parade ground 

and to B r i t a n n i a by Quintus Pisentius Justus, a prefect of gohors IV 

flallorum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The stone i s 41 inches high, 15f-

inches wide and lOf- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 19^ inches high, 14 

inches wide and 9f- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . They are damaged at the f r o n t . 

The focus has gone but traces remain to suggest that i t was 

c i r c u l a r and had a rim . I t was o r i g i n a l l y about 5 j inohes i n diameter. 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. 

The focus mount i s "extended," curved under the bol s t e r s (type 5 b ) . 

I n the centre there i s a raised roundel. 

The upper p r o f i l e i s f l a t (type 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s an 



i r r e g u l a r l y carved cyma reverse based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs. This moulding 

i s carved from a set of templets used by Legio VI (See Appendix N ( l ) ) . 

At the base there i s a cyma reverse based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs, and a 

stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y of seoond-oentury date and seems to belong to 

the l a t e r part of that period. 

RIB 2195 

Maodonald, 433-434, no. 52 j plate LXXV 4 . 

157* An a l t a r from near Castlesteads; now at Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated to Jupiter by Cohore IV Gallorum. The name 

of the commanding o f f i c e r has weathered away. The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f 

sandstone. I t s height i s 26 inches. The width i s 14§- inches and the 

thickness i s 14 inches. The shaft i s 13 inches high, 14 inches wide and 

13^- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s a sunken panel 12 inches high and 11-jjf- inches wide w i t h a 

f l a t border. 

The shaft i s p l a i n . 

The bolsters have gone and the focus i s not v i s i b l e as the a l t a r i s 

inv e r t e d . 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow. 

No focus mount now ex i s t s but there i s a rectangular p r o j e c t i o n above 

the f asoia. 

Mouldings appear only on the f r o n t of the stone. At the c a p i t a l there 

i s a bead moulding, an ovolo enriched with an egg and dart design, and a 

stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base there are three small t o r i and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r probably dates from the second oentury when gohors IV 

Gallorum was stationed at Castlesteads. 

RIB 1979 

Bruce, Wall 3, 285-286j f i g . , 286 . 

Collingwood, CW2 XXII, 207, no. 2» 207, f i g . 3» 
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158 . An a l t a r from Castlesteadsf now i n the T u l l i e House Museum, 
C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s dedioated to Jupiter by Cohors IV Gallorum under the 

command of Volcaoius Hospes. I t i s carved i n buff sandstone. The height 

of the a l t a r i s 2 4 f inches and i t i s 1 2 f inches wide and 12 inches t h i o k . 

The shaft i s 17 inches high, 1 2 ^ inches wide and 12 inohes t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 

There i s no focus although a sunken rectangle £ inch deep, set obliqu e l y 

to the f r o n t of the stone marks the re-use of the a l t a r as a sundial i n 

post-Roman times. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" (type 7 )* and deoorated w i t h a band of incised 

s a l t i r e s above a band of incised chevrons, separated from each other and 

from the shaft by grooves. 

The upper p r o f i l e of the stone i s f l a t (type 1 0 ) . 

There are no mouldings but the base of the a l t a r has been cut so tha t 

a tenon p r o j e c t s . 

As the a l t a r comes from Castlesteads, i t seems l i k e l y that i t belongs 

to the seoond century, f o r the u n i t was at Chesterholm i n the t h i r d 

oentury. Nevertheless the form of the a l t a r i s not of early date and i f 

i t belongs to the e a r l i e r period i t f i t s most happily i n t o the l a t t e r 

part of the oentury. 

RIB 1980 

Gordon, 9 7 j plate XLV, 4 . 

Horsley, 260, Cumb. XXX 

159* An a l t a r from Chesterholm; now i n the Museum at Chesters. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and the other immortal gods and 

to the Genius of the Praetorium by Quintus Petronius Urbicus, prefeot 
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of Cohort! IV Grsllorum. I t i s carved i n buff sandstone. The a l t a r i s 
56g- inches high, 23 inches wide and 12-g- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 31 
inches high, 18|- inches wide and 12£ inches t h i c k . 

The die i s a sunken panel o u t l i n e d at the sides by a p l a i n rounded 

border. I t i s 1)S§- inches wide. The f i r s t l i n e of the i n s c r i p t i o n i s 

carved on a raised ansate panel on the f a s c i a . 

The sides of the shaft are decorated w i t h r e l i e f s . On the dexter 

side, w i t h i n a sunken panel, there i s an ansate t a b l e t above a large 

crane moving towards the back of the stone w i t h i t s chick. The other side 

o a r r i e s a representation of the s e n t i n e l crane standing upon an eminence 

w i t h one leg r a i s e d . From his claw has j u s t dropped the stone he grapped 

and thus he has been awakened from sleep.'''* 

There are no b o l s t e r s but three rounded proj e c t i o n s are set along the 

edges of the c a p i t a l i n t h e i r place. 

There i s no focus. The top of the stone i s fashioned so that a 

rectangular panel runs from baok to f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i n the p o s i t i o n 

of the focus. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , deep. I t i s inscribed and 

decorated. At the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l two cable mouldings run v e r t i c a l l y 

down each side of the f a s c i a . The inner of these mouldings terminates i n 

a r o s e t t e . Horizontal oable mouldings also frame the sunken panel i n 

which the ansate, in s c r i b e d t a b l e t i s set. Below t h i s a band of bar 

ohevron o u t l i n e d by bead mouldings emphasises the essential r e o t a n g u l a r i t y 

of the c a p i t a l and below t h i s another oable moulding appears. The 

decoration of the sides of the fascia i s equally elaborate. At the dexter 

side two bands of bar chevron f l a n k four small t o r i which may onoe have 

had a cabled ornamentation. Below the lower of these bands there i s yet 

another cabled torus and s i m i l a r mouldings frame the f r o n t and back of 

1. See I , p . 'ox. 



the f a s c i a . At the top the s i n i s t e r side of the o a p i t a l i s much weathered. 

Here the decoration consists of three cabled t o r i , a band of bar chevron 

and three other t o r i , the middle one of which i s cabled. 

The base c a r r i e s equivalent mouldings. At the f r o n t there i s a 

band of bar chevron and three t o r i of which the middle one i s cabled. 

There i s no focus mount although i n t e r e s t i s given to the upper p r o f i l e 

of the a l t a r by the carving of two sunken channels which break the f l a t 

o u t l i n e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. There are no elaborate graded 

mouldings at eit h e r c a p i t a l or base. Instead, the t r a n s i t i o n to the 

shaft i s made i n one stepped-in torus at the c a p i t a l and a stepped-out 

torus at the base. The dexter side of the base has, i n a d d i t i o n , a t i n y 

ovolo l i n k i n g the shaft to the base. 

The a l t a r i s a splendid example of third-oentury s t y l e s . I t i s dated 

by the i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 213-235. The bar chevron pattern w i t h 

f l a t background l i n k s t h i s stone w i t h 160 and i t seems l i k e l y that both 

stones are roughly contemporary. 

RIB 1686 

LS 244 

Bruoe, Wall 3 . 212-214? f i g s . , 213 

Budge, 344-345, no. 240} f i g . , 5 0 . 

Chesters Cat., 33 , no. 233 . 

160 . An a l t a r from Chesterholm; now i n the Museum at Chesters. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Genius of the Praetorium by Pituanius 

Seoundus, prefeot of Cohors IV Gallorum. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. 

The stone i s 49 inches high, 22 inches wide and 1 3 f inches t h i c k . The 

shaft i s 26J inches high, 20 inches wide and 12f- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 
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The dexter aide of the shaft hears i n r e l i e f representations of 
the s a o r i f i c i a l axe and k n i f e and of an animal. The axe i s of type 2 
( w i t h curved blade and end square beyond the h a f t ) . The k n i f e i s of 
type 1 (broad bladed with o u t t i n g edge sharply angled to the t i p ) . 
The animal i s an ox. On the s i n i s t e r side of the shaft there i s a bag-
shaped guttus (type C), a patera w i t h umbo i n the form of a man's face, 
and handle curved at the t i p , set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the 
top of the shaft; there i s also an egg shape. 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h double, contiguous a l t e r n a t e l y 

cabled straps i n the centre of the r o l l (type A3c). The f r o n t s are 

deoorated w i t h r o s e t t e s , the six petals of which are o u t l i n e d by a 

moulding. Each ros e t t e has a centre boss and the motif i s i n each case 

set w i t h i n a raised rim. 

The focus i s e l l i p t i c a l and sunken w i t h an umbo w i t h depressed 

centre (type A l e ) . From side to side i t measures 6f- "inches. I t i s 8f-

inches from back to f r o n t and the depth i s f- i n c h . 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The focus mount i s " f i l l e d i n " (type 4 ) . At the s i n i s t e r side the 

bo l s t e r does not touch the fascia so that there the focus mount i s 

"extended" (type 5c)« The upper p r o f i l e of the focus mount r i s e s above 

the b o l s t e r s (type 1 1) and i s f l a t . I t accommodates an oval patera 

w i t h ansate handles. I n the dish there are three objects which must 

represent the sacred o f f e r i n g s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

f i l l e t deoorated w i t h a band of bar-chevron carved w i t h a f l a t background, 

two p l a i n and two cabled t o r i arranged a l t e r n a t e l y and a stepped-in torus. 

At the base there i s a stepped-out torus, and f i v e weathered torus 

mouldings and a band of chevron balance the mouldings of the c a p i t a l . 

At the sides of the baBe the four mouldings seem to have been cabled. 
The a l t a r i s an elaborate one and r e f l e c t s the exoellent t r a d i t i o n s 

of the masons of Cohors IV Gallorum. I t must belong to the t h i r d oentury 
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when the u n i t was stationed at Chesterholm. The bar chevron pattern 
w i t h f l a t background l i n k s t h i s a l t a r w i t h 159 which may be dated 
A.D. 213-235 . This stone probably comes from the same period. 
BIB 1685 
LS 251 

Bruoe, Wall 3 , 67 w i t h f i g s . 

Budge, 436, no. 242 . 

Chesters Cat., 33• no. 234* 

161. An a l t a r from Chesterholm; now i n the Museum at Chesters. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated to Jupiter and to the Genius and Guardian-

gods by Cohors IV Gallorum. The remainder of the i n s c r i p t i o n i s 

defe c t i v e . The a l t a r i s oarved i n buff sandstone. I t i s 50 inches high, 

21 inches wide and 15^ inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 24^- inohes high, 18£ 

inohes wide and 1 4 £ inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

There are no separately-cut bolsters but the sides are shaped and, 

at the f r o n t , large bosses w i t h i n a dished roundel mark t h e i r p o s i t i o n . 

There i s no focus. The top of the a l t a r i s quite f l a t . 

The fa s c i a i s "enlarged," curved under the bo l s t e r s (type 5)» and 

decorated w i t h a band of v e r t i c a l f l u t i n g s . I t r i s e s from the bol s t e r s 

to form a p r o f i l e of two convex arcs (type 6 ) . i n r e l i e f below ^he f l a t 

top of the c a p i t a l . This may l*e seen as a devolved form of the upper 

p r o f i l e of the Legio VI a l t a r s from the River Tyne at Newcastle (23 and 

2 4 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

stepped-in f i l l e t and a large sagging oyma reversa. The base of the 

a l t a r displays a stepped-out f i l l e t , a debased toruB, a stepped-out 

f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . At the sides of the base the t o r u s 
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i s very angular. 

The a l t a r i s a good example of t h i r d oentury s t y l e s and acoords 

w e l l w i t h other a l t a r s of Cohors IV Gallorum of the period. 

RIB 1687 

Bruce, Wall 3, 214-215) f i g . , 215* 

Budge, 345-346, no. 2 4 1 . 

Chesters Cat.. 33 , no. 235 . 

162. An a l t a r from Steward Pele, probably o r i g i n a l l y from Chester-

holm) now at Steward Manor, Northumberland. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by Cohors IV Gallorum under a 

prefect whose name i s imperfeotly preserved. I t i s carved i n buff 

sandstone. The a l t a r i s 37-§- inches high, 13^- inches wide and 15^- inches 

t h i c k . The shaft i s 18|- inches high, 13^- inches wide and 14-̂ - inches 

t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n although a small reoess at the s i n i s t e r side may 

indicate the presenoe of an ansate panel. 

On the s i n i s t e r side of the shaft there i s a bucranium i n medium 

r e l i e f , s i m i l a r i n pattern to that oarved on a keystone from the Roman 

f o r t at South Shields (Plate B). Nothing survives of the dexter side 

of the shaft f o r i t has been dressed o f f . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The end of the s i n i s t e r bolster 

has a decoration of two concentric rims. 

There i s no focus. The top of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t . 

The fa s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth and i s decorated 

w i t h a band of incised l a t t i o e p a t t e r n . 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . The c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e i s a convex aro (type 2 ) . A boss w i t h c e n t r a l depression 

ornaments the focus mount. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the o a p i t a l two, and at 
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the base, three i r r e g u l a r l y carved t o r i mark the t r a n s i t i o n to the shaft. 

The a l t a r c l e a r l y comes from the t h i r d century. 

RIB 1688 

B i r l e y , AA 4 XXVIII, 132 -141 ; plate X facing 136 . 

163• The upper part of an a l t a r of uncertain provenance; now 

i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by Cohors IV Oallorum and Naevius 

Hilarus t h e i r prefeot. I t i s carved i n buff sandstone. The stone i s 

31 i n c h e s h i g h , 23 i n c h e B wide and 13^ i n c h e s t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 21-§-

inches wide and 11§- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s a raised ansate panel 17f- inches wide at the top of the 

stone. 

The sides of the shaft are decorated w i t h r e l i e f s . On the dexter 

side there i s a r e l i e f of a woman wit h her hair i n a bun and f u l l y c l a d , 

holding up and playing a tuba. On the s i n i s t e r side there i s a spiky 

ohaplet of odd design. The back of the shaft bears a v e r t i c a l rod i n 

r e l i e f to which a rectangular t a b l e t i s attached. This may represent 

a standard. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , and are damaged at both f r o n t 

and baok. 

Of the focus nothing now remains. Between the bolsters there i s 

a f l a t t i s h surface sloping downwards from the s i n i s t e r to the dexter side. 

The fas c i a i s reotangular (type l ) , narrow* 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) and, although 

i t i s now damaged, i t was probably of pedimental shape ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

stepped-in f i l l e t , another f i l l e t , a crude, inve r t e d cyma reverse and 

another stepped-in f i l l e t . No base mouldings survive. 



I t eeems l i k e l y t h a t t h i s a l t a r i s to be assooiated w i t h the t h i r d 

oentury when Cohors IV Gallorum was stationed at Chesterholm, although 

the h a i r s t y l e of the woman playing the tuba i s s i m i l a r to that favoured 

by Faustina the Younger, the wife of Marcus Aurelius. 

RIB 2062 
2 

Bruoe, AA I , 262, no. I 3 6 . 

Cat. Ant.. 60 - 6 1 , no. 22. 

A l t ars probably from the workshop of Cohors IV Gallorum. 

I 6 4 . An a l t a r from Castlesteada; now at Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and to the Genius of the place 

by Gaius Verecundius Severus. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. I t i s 

31 inches high, 17 inches wide and 8 J inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 13-|-

inches high, 15^ inches wide and 8-g- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a patera i n r e l i e f , set 

v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the top of the stone. On the s i n i s t e r 

side there i s a bag-shaped guttus w i t h broad neok and spouted mouth 

(type C). The handle i s oarved i n one with the body} there i s no hole 

through which f i n g e r s might be i n s e r t e d . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t i s 

attached to the f r o n t and back of the o a p i t a l (upper surface type 7 ) . 

The i n t e r n a l diameter of the focus i s 5 inches and i t i s £ inoh deep. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. I t i s deoorated 

w i t h bar l a t t i c e p a t t e r n . 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type 1 ) . I t probably 

was of pediment shape but i s now damaged. I t i s decorated w i t h bar 
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l a t t i c e p a t t e r n . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s now f l a t (type 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At both o a p i t a l and base 

there i s a chamfer. 

The size of the a l t a r and the s a c r i f i c i a l vessels carved on the 

shaft suggest that t h i s stone i s the product of a m i l i t a r y workshop. 

The l a t t i c e pattern was used by masons of Cohors IV Gallorum and the 

stone may w e l l come from t h i s u n i t . 

RIB 1984 

LS. 428 

C a r l i s l e , Arch. XI, 67) plate 5, f i g . 15 . 

Collingwood, CW2 XXII, 208, no. 4f f i g . 4 . 

165* The upper part of an a l t a r from Castlesteads) now at 

Castlesteads. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n red sandstone. I t i s now embedded i n the 

ground and pro j e c t s 16 inches above ground l e v e l . I t i s 20 inohes wide 

and 6 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s buried. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The ends are decorated w i t h 

slx-petalled r o s e t t e s , the petals o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r (type A l a ) , placed e c o e n t r i c a l l y i n a raised 

rectangular platform. I t i s 3 inches i n diameter and -jf inch deep. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , deep. I t i s decorated on 

three sides. At the f r o n t of the stone there are four h o r i z o n t a l bands 

of ornament separated from eaoh other by a bead moulding. The topmost 

band i s a s t r i p of double bar chevron p a t t e r n . Below t h i s , bar s a l t i r e s 

a l t e r n a t e w i t h s i z - p e t a l l e d rosettes s i m i l a r to those on the ends of the 

b o l s t e r s . The t h i r d band i s the same as the topmost and the lowest has 

a series of convex arcs o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f , from the zenith of which 
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perpendiculars are dropped. V e r t i c a l mouldings define the elements 
of each row of decoration. The dexter side of the c a p i t a l i s decorated 
w i t h a pattern based on double bar chevrons and diagonals. At the 
s i n i s t e r side there i s a Union Jack pattern w i t h double bars at the 
diagonals. The upper dexter corner i s a bar s a l t i r e . 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . I t displays 

two zones of ornament. The uppermost i s a bar chevron p a t t e r n ; the 

lower i s a band of convex arcs o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f from the centres of 

which two spokes rad i a t e at r i g h t angles. 

This stone i s part of a large and imposing a l t a r . I t must be from 

a m i l i t a r y workshop. The c a p i t a l i s the most ornate of any from Northern 

B r i t a i n . I t i s d i f f i c u l t to place f o r i t may have come from masons of 

e i t h e r Cohors IV Gallorum or of Cohors I I Tungrorum. The reotangular 

fasc i a perhaps t i p s the balance i n favour of the Gauls. 

166. Part of the c a p i t a l of an a l t a r from Great Chestersj now i n 

the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The stone i s dedicated to Jupiter by a cohort of Gauls. I t i s 

carved i n sandstone. The stone i s 18 inches high, 10 inohes wide and 6^ 

inches t h i c k . 

The die i s flanked by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s w i t h f l u t e d o a p i t a l s . 

On the s i n i s t e r side of the shaft there i s a fragment of a guttus. 

The top of the stone i s damaged but traoes of an incised roundel 

w i t h inoised s a l t i r e h i n t at the representation of b o l s t e r s . 

The fasoia i s decorated w i t h a band of bar lozenge p a t t e r n . 

The mouldings at the side are a f i l l e t and a torus. 

The fragment seems best a t t r i b u t e d to Cohors IV Gallorum. 

RIB 1727 
Cat. Ant., 62, no. 28. 



Lagio IX Hispana 

Only one a l t a r or pedestal from t h i s legion's workshop survives. 

167* An a l t a r from York; now i n the Yorkshire Museum. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Silvanus by Lucius Celerinius V i t a l i s , 

a s t a f f - c l e r k of Legio IX. I t i s carved i n limestone and i s by no means 

oomplete. The base and greater part of the shaft survive and most of a 

fla t - t o p p e d c a p i t a l . As i t i s now restored i t i s 3lis - inches high, 13-j!s-

inohes wide and 8 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 18 inches high, lOf- inches 

wide and 5f- inches t h i c k . 

The die and the shaft are p l a i n . 

There are neither b o l s t e r s nor focus. 

The fasoia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. 

There i s no focus mount. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. The surv i v i n g mouldings of 

the c a p i t a l are an i n c l i n e d f i l l e t , a torus and a second i n c l i n e d f i l l e t . 

At the base there i s an i n c l i n e d f i l l e t , a torus, an i n c l i n e d f i l l e t , 

a torus, an i n c l i n e d f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r must date at the l a t e s t from the f i r s t h a l f of the second 

century and probably from not l a t e r than the middle years of Hadrian's 

r e i g n . I t may come from the f i r s t century, although i t i s d i f f i c u l t to 

make any f i r m a ssertion. I t i s the only a l t a r from Northern B r i t a i n 

which mentions Legio IX. 

RIB 659 

Bbur., 116, no. 32; plate 4 4 j f i g . 81 fa c i n g 116. 
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Legio XX Valeria V i c t r l x . 

Both the b u i l d i n g slabs and the a l t a r s of Legio XX a t t e s t the 

d e l i g h t taken by the masons of t h i s legion i n ornamental schemes and 

decorative e f f e c t s . In p a r t i c u l a r , they had an a f f e o t i o n f o r the boar, 

t h e i r regimental badge, and incorporated i t i n t o t h e i r designs whenever 

possible. 

Although only nine a l t a r s mentioning the legion survive, i f 

a d d i t i o n a l stones from Chester are taken in t o account, a d e a r p i c t u r e 

of the legionary style s emerges. 

The die i s usually p l a i n , although panels are not unknown. 

S a c r i f i c i a l implements and vessels are often carved on the sides of the 

s h a f t . 

Bolsters are an important f e a t u r e . They may be p l a i n (type A), 

baluster-shaped (type C), or may narrow towards the middle (type E). 

Bolsters are fr e q u e n t l y strapped w i t h a single or double band. The 

strap may be broad and the surface of the bolster may be decorated, 

e i t h e r w i t h bay-leaf i n r e l i e f or w i t h designs of incised l i n e s . The 

ends of the b o l s t e r s are often decorated w i t h r o s e t t e s i n r e l i e f or 

w i t h sunken petals or w i t h roundels w i t h concentric rims. Where f o c i 

survive they are u s u a l l y c i r c u l a r and dished, though umbones appear. 

Fasciae are often decorated. A supine orescent appears on the 

fasciae of two important Legio XX a l t a r s . 

The oyma reversa moulding i s popular w i t h t h i s u n i t , e specially 

t h a t based on ta n g e n t i a l arcs. Mouldings may be enriched w i t h palmette 

or cable m o t i f s . 

There i s evidence of continental influence i n the patterns used 

by Legio XX. Two a l t a r s from Chester (RIB 45O, 454) incorporate 

Rhenish designs, while one from Newstead has a focus mount that may 

be p a r a l l e l e d exaotly by one i n Bologna. This suggests that r e c r u i t s 

from Germany and I t a l y were being enrolled i n the l e g i o n . The presenoe 

of a ro s e t t e w i t h curving rays, or " f i e r y swastika", on a stone from 
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Great Cheaters suggests the tra n s f e r to Leglo XX of a mason from 
Leglo V I I Gemlna. while i t was i n B r i t a i n , f o r t h i s motif i s a common 
one i n Roman sculpture found at Leon. 

A l l the a l t a r s of Legio XX. except one, date from the second 

oentury. This i s not s u r p r i s i n g i n view of the fao t t h a t , a f t e r the 

d i v i s i o n of B r i t a i n i n t o two provinces, Chester was i n Britannia 

Superior. I t s a c t i v i t i e s i n the north a f t e r that date must have been 

confined to occasional special missions as f o r instance at Maryport 

i n A.D.219. 

This legion seems to have been responsible f o r the i n t r o d u c t i o n 

of several new s t y l e s . The a l t a r erected by the centurion Gaetulicus 

at Great Chesters heralds the advent of the new-style c a p i t a l s of the 

t h i r d oentury and i t i s l i k e l y that h a l f - b o l s t e r s were developed by 

masons trained i n Legio XX's workshops. S i m i l a r l y , angular straps on 

bols t e r s ocour at Chester and f i t best i n t o Legio XX contexts. The 

s o l i t a r y example from York appears to be l a t e and may be explained 

e i t h e r by a tr a n s f e r of personel from Legio XX to Legio VI or by the 

establishment at York of a workshop by a veteran of Legio XX. although 

t h i s i s less l i k e l y . 

168. An a l t a r from Benwell; now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Antenooiticus and to the De i t i e s of 

the Emperors by Aelius Vibius, centurion of Legio XX. I t i s carved 

i n g r i t t y sandstone. The height of the stone i s 51 inches, the width 

19̂ - inches and the thickness 16 inohes. The shaft i s 20^ inches high, 

15-sj- inches wide and 13 inohes t h i o k . 



The die i s enclosed i n a cyma moulded panel l&f- inches high and 

12-^ inches wide. 

The sides of the shaft are also panelled and are h i g h l y ornamented. 

On the dexter side, a triangular-bladed k n i f e (type 4 ) , w i t h ridged 

handle i s carved below a swag of bay leaves which terminates at the 

dexter side i n a spade-shaped ornament and, at the s i n i s t e r , i n three 

loops. On the s i n i s t e r side of the shaft, a very elegant lidded guttus 

w i t h high pedestal base and ovoid body i s carved (type B l ) . Both body 

and base are g i r d l e d by ornamental bands and the handle i s high and 

elaborately curved. Above the guttus an ornate swag incorporating f i v e 

roundels appears. The c e n t r a l roundel has three raised rims and a sunken 

centre. Flanking t h i s , there are on each side one large and one small 

roundel eaoh wi t h a single rim and oe n t r a l boss. The baok of the shaft 

i s decorated w i t h a conventional wreath w i t h ribbons. There i s no 

attempt to out the leaves of the wreath; they are indicated by a series 

of sloping grooves. 

The b o l s t e r s and focus are set back from the edges of the c a p i t a l 

on a seoondary c a p i t a l . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l and are decorated w i t h bay-leaf ornament 

i n r e l i e f springing from c e n t r a l straps which terminate at the sides of 

the c a p i t a l i n roundels w i t h rims and bosses ( b o l s t e r type A 2 f ) . The 

f r o n t of the bolsters i s damaged but the back of the dexter bolster s t i l l 

displays a roundel w i t h rim and boss. I t may be presumed that t h i s type 

of ornament was also carved on the other ends of the b o l s t e r s . 

The focus i s c i r o u l a r w i t h high rim (type A2a). Ansa-shaped handles 

w i t h oentral grooves pr o j e c t from i t towards the f r o n t and back of the 

stone, g i v i n g the appearance of a dish. The i n t e r n a l diameter i s Si-

inches. The depth i s 1-i inches. 

The fasc i a i s rectangular (type l ) deep and h i g h l y decorated. On 
three sides a cable moulding edges the f a s c i a ; on the back a p l a i n f l a t 
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border replaoes the cable. At the f r o n t of the stone, w i t h i n the sunken 
panel enclosed by the cable-moulded botder, one f i v e - p e t a l l e d , n a t u r a l i s t i c 
r osette w i t h r aised oentre survives. Judging by the ornamentation of the 
back of the main c a p i t a l and of the f r o n t of the secondary c a p i t a l , t h i s 
would seem to be one of three o r i g i n a l s . At the back of the main c a p i t a l , 
t h ree roundels w i t h t r i p l e concentric moulded rims and sunken centres 
take the place of the n a t u r a l i s t i c r o s e t t e s . The cabled enrichment of 
the border of the fascia i s , at the sides of the stone, applied to a 
f i l l e t , and a v i n e - s c r o l l w i t h f r u i t oocupies the panel. The patterns 
are not i d e n t i c a l f o r , on the dexter side, the v i n e - s c r o l l emerges from 
a cantharus. 

The secondary c a p i t a l has a rectangular fas c i a edged by a bead moulding. 

The f r o n t i s decorated w i t h three roundels w i t h rims and bosses, of whioh 

two now survive. A s i m i l a r roundel appears on each of the l a t e r a l fasciae, 

attached to the straps of the b o l s t e r s . 

There i s no foous mount for the foous i s e n t i r e l y free-standing and 

i s not masked by any p r o j e c t i o n from the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the o a p i t a l there i s a oyma 

reverse decorated with palmettos, and two bead mouldings. The palmetto 

enrichment of the cyma i s c a r r i e d around three sides of the c a p i t a l and 

i s p a r t l y completed on the back of the stone. At the base, the t r a n s i t i o n 

to the p l i n t h i s effected by a small cabled torus, an inverted oyma 

reversa and a larger cabled torus. These mouldings are modified at the 

back of the stone. The upper torus and cyma reversa are s k i l l f u l l y shaped i n 

i n t o one and there i s no enrichment. 

The a l t a r i s a f i n e example of legionary work. The s a o r i f i c i a l 

u t e n s i l s , the elaborate swags at the sides of the shaft and the palmetto 

enrichment of the cyma mouldings point to a mason who has had contact 

w i t h the t r a d i t i o n s of the o l a s s i o a l world. The a l t a r appears to be of 

second century date. 

RIB 1327 

Spain and Bosanquet, TOH X I I I , 549-550 , no. I f f i g s . , 549 and 550 . 

Cat. Ant., 55, no. 2 . 



170. 

169 • The lower part of an a l t a r from Benwell} now i n the Museum 
of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated by a centurion of Legio XX. I t i s carved 

i n coarse-grained sandstone. The height of the stone i s 26J- inches. 

The width i s 24 inches and the thickness 20 inohes. The shaft i s 20 -̂

inches wide. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s enolosed i n a double bead moulding forming a 

panel 17 inohes wide. 

The shaft has had r e l i e f s of s a c r i f i c i a l vessels. On the dexter 

there remains part of the concave base of a guttus and on the s i n i s t e r 

side there i s the handle of a k n i f e or patera, set v e r t i c a l l y . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. A bead moulding i s plaoed 

above a shallow scotia which i t s e l f turns i n t o another bead. Below 

t h i s there i s a fasoia, then a small torus and the p l i n t h . The scotia 

i s ornamented by a band of debased palmette designs i n r e l i e f , each 

separated from i t s neighbour by a v e r t i c a l bar. There i s no u n i f o r m i t y 

i n the shape of these designs and the v a r i a t i o n s suggest t h a t d i f f e r e n t 

hands were responsible f o r the carving of d i f f e r e n t sides. The fa s c i a 

i s deoorated w i t h a conventionalised, s o r o l l y t e n d r i l . 

I t i s clear that the a l t a r has been a large and imposing one. I t 

probably oomes from the same workshop as other a l t a r s of Legio XX from 

Benwell and must be placed i n the second century, although i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t to say how early i n the period. A date i n the Hadrianic or 

ea r l y Antonine periods, however, may w e l l be appropriate. 

RIB 1338 

LS 16a 

Spain and Bosanquet, NCH X I I I , 555» no. 8 w i t h f i g . 
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170. An a l t a r from Newstead} now i n the National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Diana the Queen-goddess by Gaius A r r i u s 

Domitianus, centurion of Legio XX. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone and 

i s 38f inches high. The width of the stone i s 21-J- inohes and the 

thickness i s 5f inches. The shaft i s 25-ijs- inohes high, 19f inohes wide 

and 4-§- inohes t h i c k . 

Most of the die has broken away but i t appears to have been p l a i n . 

The shaft has p l a i n sides. 

The bolsters and focus have gone. 

The fascia seemB to have been rectangular (type l ) of medium depth. 

The focus mount i s now reotangular and may w e l l have been "extended." 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 

t o r i and,at the base, two stepped-out f i l l e t s . 

The a l t a r i s one of three dedioated by C. A r r i u s Domitianus. He 

was probably at Newstead i n the early Antonine period from which time 

t h i s stone appears to date. 

BIB 2122 

Curie, 142-143, no. 5. 

RCAMS Roxburgh I I . 318, no. (iii)» f i g . 429. 

171. A statue base from near Newstead f o r t ) now i n the National 

Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The stone i s dedicated to Silvanus by Gaius A r r i u s Domitianus, 

centurion of Legio XX. I t i s carved i n buff sandstone. The height 

of the base i s 43f inohes, the width i s I 8 f inches and the thickness 

i s 11 inches. The shaft i s 23̂ - inches high, 18£ inohes wide and 10 

inches t h i c k . The stone i s not of uniform thiokness. 



172. 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 
The top i B f l a t . 

The fa s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

stepped-in f i l l e t above a debased oyma reverse based on t a n g e n t i a l arcs. 

At the base there i s a cyma reverse, an ovolo and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The stone probably comes from the earl y Antonine period. 

RIB 2124 

Stuart, 152} plate I I I f a c i n g . 

RCAMS Roxburgh I I , 317-318, no. 11} f i g . 428. 

172. An a l t a r from Newstead} now i n the National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by Gaius A r r i u s Domitianus, a 

centurion of Legio XX. I t i s oarved i n buff sandstone. The height i s 

48 inohes, the width 18f- inches and the thickness 17-?r inches. The 

shaft i s 18-J inches high, 18 inches wide and 15^ inches t h i c k * 

The die and the shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l (type A l a ) . Their ends are deoorated 

w i t h s i x - p e t a l l e d rosettes i n r e l i e f w i t h a centre boss. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h rim and umbo (type A2o). The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 7^ inches. The depth i s Tf- inch. Around the 

umbo, there i s a suggestion of burning. 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. 

The focus mount i s "extended," curved under the bolsters (type 5c). 

I t forma a p r o f i l e of two widely spaced arcs (type 9)» 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l a f i l l e t and 

a large inverted cyma reverse are set above the d i e . At the base 

these mouldings are inverted and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s said to date from the f i r s t Antonine phase at Newstead. 
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The sagging oyma mouldings of the c a p i t a l are unusual i n the best 

legionary work but the execution of the carving i s good and there 

oan be no doubt that i t comes from a legionary mason. 

RIB 2123 

Curie, 141-142, no. 3} plate XVI. 

RCAMS Roxburgh I I , 317} f i g . 427 . 

173 . An a l t a r from Newsteadj now i n the National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Apollo by Lucius Maximius Gaetulious, a 

centurion who, from another stone ( 1 7 4 ) , i s known to have served i n 

Legio XX. I t i s oarved i n red sandstone. The a l t a r stands i n a base 

11 inches high, l?f- inches wide and 14^ inches t h i c k . Without the base 

the height of the a l t a r i s 34^ inohes. I t 1B 14f- inohes wide and 12-iy 

inches t h i o k . The shaft i s 8^- inches high, 12 inohes wide and 10 inches 

t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s , i n r e l i e f , a quiver and 

on the s i n i s t e r side, a bow. 

The bolsters are baluster-shaped w i t h a c e n t r a l groove (type D2a). 

The s u r v i v i n g end of the s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r shows tha t there have been 

terminal decorations of rosettes w i t h sunken pe t a l s . 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r and r a i s e d , but has no r e a l r i m . I t i s 

s l i g h t l y dished (a variant of type 2 b ) . I t measures 6 inches from side 

to side and 1B inoh deep. 

The fascia i s reotangular (type l ) , deep. 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . I t r i s e s to 

form a oentral p r o f i l e of two arcs, o u t l i n e d by a moulding and 

emphasised i n the oentre by two adjaoent roundels (type 7 )« This focus 
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mount may be p a r a l l e l e d exactly on an a l t a r from Bologna^-*. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the o a p i t a l there i s a 

oyma reverse based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs, a f i l l e t , and a larger cyma 

reverse chamfered to the sh a f t . At the base a chamfer i s set above 

an inverted cyma reversa and stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r probably dates from the Antonine period f o r i t was 

found i n a p i t i n association w i t h Antonine p o t t e r y . The stone i s of 

i n t e r e s t , not only on account of the focus mount but also because the 

cyma mouldings are of unusual proportions. 

RIB 2120 

Curie, 143, no. 6} p l a t e XVII. 

174« An a l t a r from Great Chestersj now i n the Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter of Doliche by Lucius Maximius 

Gaetulious, centurion of Legio XX. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. 

The height of the a l t a r i s 39-g- inches, the width i s 21 inches and the 

thickness i s now 9£ inches. The back of the stone i s broken. The 

shaft i s 17 inches high} i t i s 20^- inches wide and i s now 9 inohes 

t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n except f o r a c u r v i l i n e a r rosette or " f i e r y 

swastika" oarved i n the bottom l i n e of the i n s c r i p t i o n . The die i s 

separated from the c a p i t a l by an incised l i n e -g- inch below the c a p i t a l 

moulding. 

The sides of the shaft are p l a i n . 

1 . G. Susini and R. P i n c e l l i , I I Lapidario a oura del Coarane d i Bologna. 
43-44 , no. 37} p l a t e I I . 
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The top of the a l t a r i s f l a t . There are no bolsters but two large 
r o s e t t e s , 3-ijr inoheB i n diameter, suggest t h e i r presence. These rosettes 
have petals o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f . The t i p s of the petals are li n k e d by arcs 
i n r e l i e f whioh, w i t h the edge of the sunken roundel i n which the motif i s 
carved, give the appearance of peripheral petals. These motifs are executed 
i n chip-oarving technique. 

There i s no focus. 

The fascia i s "enlarged" (type 7 ) and, i n addition to the chip-carved 

r o s e t t e s , displays a supine crescent i n rounded r e l i e f , o u t l i n e d by grooves. 

Below t h i s device and between the rose t t e s there i s an incised c u r v i l i n e a r 

motif s i m i l a r to that carved i n the i n s c r i p t i o n . The fasci a has: a lower 

border of chip-oarved bar s a l t i r e separated by v e r t i c a l bars. I t i s clear 

t h a t t h i s design was intended to continue on the sides of the c a p i t a l and 

t h a t a sim i l a r decoration was envisaged f o r the base, f o r guide l i n e s f o r 

the carving may be seen at the dexter side of both c a p i t a l and base. 

The a l t a r was moulded on at le a s t three sides. Both c a p i t a l and base 

display chamfers. 

The general shape of the a l t a r i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h i r d century 

s t y l e s but Lucius MaximiosGaetulious served at Newstead i n the pre-Severan 

period, and i f the association of h i s a l t a r from Newstead wi t h Antonine 

potter y i s to be taken seriously, i n the middle years of the second century. 

As a centurion's service might l a s t f o r many years i t seems possible to 

place t h i s a l t a r towards the end of the second century and to see i t as 

the f i r s t i n the series of new-style votive a l t a r s . 

RIB 1725 

Haverfield, AA2 XIX, 271 w i t h f i g . 

Cat. Ant., 60, no. 21} plate facing 95* 

175 . An a l t a r from Mileoastle 52} now at Laneroost P r i o r y . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Cocidius by soldier s of Legio XX. I t i s 

oarved i n buff sandstone. The height i s 2 7 f inches, the width lOf inches 
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and the thickness 9i inches. The shaft i s 9 £ inohes high, 9 inches wide 
and 6f- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a bag-shaped guttus (type C) 

w i t h a concave base and high thumb r e s t . At the other side there i s a 

patera w i t h umbo and f l u t e d , animal-headed handle, set' v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the 

bowl towards the base of the Btone. 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l and girded by f l a t , c e n t r a l straps. At 

the s i n i s t e r side the strap i s divided by a groove. They are decorated 

wi t h a series of grooves running i n contrary d i r e c t i o n s on each side of the 

straps (type A6b). This ornamentation may be compared w i t h that on an a l t a r 

from Chester (RIB 4 5 0 ) . I t s o r i g i n may perhaps be seen i n the decorated 

bolsters of an a l t a r from Cologne.^* 

The focus i s o i r o u l a r , dished w i t h rim (type A2b). I t i s attached to 

the f r o n t and back of the o a p i t a l and, by straps, to the bolsters (upper 

surfaoe type 9 ) * I t has an i n t e r n a l diameter of 5 inches and i s l£ inches 

deep. 

The fascia i s "enlarged" (type 4 ) , r i s i n g to form a pedimented c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e (type l ) . At the f r o n t there*are two i n c i s e d , supine crescents and 

a smaller, incised semi-circle set below a recessed double-headed niohe. 

At the dexter side of the c a p i t a l , diagonal bead mouldings bisected by a 

v e r t i c a l , form a modified Union Jack p a t t e r n . I n the l a t e r a l t r i a n g l e s 

there i s a solar disk i n r e l i e f . The design on the s i n i s t e r side of the 

c a p i t a l i s i d e n t i c a l except t h a t the v e r t i c a l l i n e i s i n c i s e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides and has a chamfer at the baok. 

At the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l the bottom of the fascia i s o u t l i n e d by a bead 

moulding. Below t h i s a large, oabled torus i s followed by another bead} 

1. Sohoppa, Rflmisohe QfltterdenkmHler. 49, no. 14? plates 14 , 15• 
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a oyma reversa and a very small stepped-in f i l l e t complete the series of 
mouldings. At the base a stepped-out f i l l e t , an inverted cyma reversa 
and two stepped-out f i l l e t s mark the t r a n s i t i o n to the wider dimension. 

The f r o n t of the base i s decorated w i t h a r e l i e f of a boar running 

to the dexter side of the stone and flanked by tree s . This i s a f a v o u r i t e 

motif of Legio XX. The upper edge of the r e l i e f i s defined by a bead 

moulding. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 262-266. I t 

isofeood workmanship and shows high t r a d i t i o n s of stone-carving su r v i v i n g 

i n t o the second h a l f of the t h i r d oentury. 

RIB 1956 

LS 374 

Bruoe, Wall 3 , 268 w i t h f i g . 

B i r l e y , CW2 XXXVI, 1-5: RBRA. 58-61. 

176. The lower part of an a l t a r from Ribchester; now i n the Museum 

at Ribchester. 

The stone i s dedicated by a centurion of Legio XX. I t i s carved 

i n coarse sandstone. I t i s 17^ inohes high, I6f- inches wide and 8fe inches 

t h i o k . The shaft i s 13^- inches wide and 7 inohes t h i c k . 

The stone i s moulded on three sides. A stepped inverted cyma 

reversa, based on tangential arcs, i s plaoed above a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 588 

Watkin, 142-143? f i g . , 143. 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Legio XX V.V. 

177 . The lower part of an a l t a r from Benwellj now i n the Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 
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The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter of Doliohe and to the D e i t i e s 
of the Emperors by a oenturion of Legio I I Augusta. I t i s carved i n 
sandstone. The height i s 3 7 f inches, the width i s 25^- inches and the 
thickness i s 16£ inches. The shaft i s 21^- inches wide and 13f- inches 
t h i c k . 

The die i s a sunken panel 17f- inches wide, o u t l i n e d by a cyma moulding. 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a t r i angular-* bladed k n i f e 

w i t h the blade sloping i n to the t i p (type 4 ) and an axe wi t h curved blade 

and square end (type 2 ) . On the s i n i s t e r side there i s a guttus w i t h a 

globular body and short neok (type A2) and a patera, the handle w i t h 

terminal knob, B e t o b l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl towards the back and base of the 

stone. These mot i f s are i n sunken panels. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. Two stepped-out, inverted cymas 

reversa surmount a stepped-out f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The base of the stone i s decorated w i t h an oundy moulding below which 

a double row of four right-angled t r i a n g l e s appears. The t r i a n g l e s of the 

upper band are i n groups of two. The t r i a n g l e s i n each group adjoin at 

the short side and share common hypotenuses w i t h the t r i a n g l e s of the 

lower band. The t r i a n g l e s are separated from each other by ridges of stone 

l e f t a f t e r the o a r e f u l c u t t i n g away of the inner Burfaoe by the chip-carving 

technique so that each t r i a n g l e presents three inward-sloping bevels. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the reign of the Emperor 

Antoninus Pius. The dedicator of the stone, Libumius Pronto, may once 

have served i n liegio XX̂ " *. The a l t a r i s c e r t a i n l y more i n keeping w i t h 

the work of the masons of t h i s legion than w i t h those of Legio I I Augusta 

and i t may wel l be that LiburniuB Pronto l a i d down pr e c i s e l y the form of 

the oarving. The a l t a r i s accordingly assigned to the group showing the 

influence of Legio XX. 

RIB 1330 

LS 16 
Spain and Bosanquet, NCR" X I I I , 554, no. 7 w i t h f i g . 

1 . Birley^AAJ X, 107 . 
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178 . An a l t a r from Carvoran} now i n the National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the gods the Veteres. I t i s carved i n 

sandstone. The height of the a l t a r i s 8f- inches and i t i s 5£ inches wide 

and Zj? inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s 34- inches high, 4^ inches wide and 3 

inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s an incised boar. On the 

s i n i s t e r side there i s an incised serpentine creature, v a r i o u s l y i n t e r p r e t e d 

as a snake or dolphin. I t c e r t a i n l y has a f i s h - l i k e appearance. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , w i t h p l a i n ends. 

The foous i s o i r c u l a r w i t h r i m and umbo, (type A2o). The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s inches and the depth £ inoh. 

There i s no f a s o i a . 

The foous mount i s " f i l l e d i n " (type 3 ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e , although damaged, has been f l a t (type 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s Moulded on four sides. At both o a p i t a l and base there 

are two torus mouldings. 

The a l t a r i s a small one and makes no pretenoe to elaboration of 

s t y l e . The animals carved on the sides of the shaft are thought by Dr. 

Ross to indicate the C e l t i c nature of the d e i t y and of the dedioator. 

I t seems possible however that the boar represents the regimental badge 

of Legio XX and that the a l t a r was carved by a soldier of that l e g i o n . 

For t h i s reason the a l t a r i s included i n the group of stones which seem 

to be oonnected w i t h the workshop of Legio XX. 

RIB 1805 

LS 311 

Bruce, Wall 3 . 238 w i t h f i g . 
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179* An uninscribed a l t a r , once i n two pieces, from Chesters; 

now i n the Museum at Cheaters. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 11 inches high, 7-4 inches 

wide and 4jjr inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 4^ inches high, 6 inches wide 

and 44 inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The dexter side of the shaft bears i n r e l i e f a serpent* On the 

s i n i s t e r side there i s a pigeon i n r e l i e f . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) , w i t h damaged f r o n t s . 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r w i t h a rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t 

i s broken across the centre. The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 4 inches and the 

depth i s $ inoh. 

The fascia i s damaged but, at the sides of the c a p i t a l , i s rectangular 

(type l ) , narrow. 

The foous mount i s damaged but was probably of type 2 ("from the 

b o l s t e r s " ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s defaced. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 

stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base there i s a chamfer. 

This small a l t a r i s one of the group of stones bearing representations 

of b i r d s , serpents and boars on the sh a f t . The masons responsible f o r 

these stones were most probably connected ±n some way w i t h Legio XX and 

the a l t a r i s accordingly put i n t o t h i s section. 

Budge, 303, no. 29 

Cheaters Cat.. 18, no. 62. 

180 . An uninscribed a l t a r from Chesters; now i n the Museum at 

Chestars. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 10-|- inches high, 6f- inches 



wide and 5f- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 4 f inches high, 5 -̂ inches wide and 

inohes t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s , i n r e l i e f , a boar running 

towards the f r o n t of the stone. The s i n i s t e r side of the shaft bears a 

representation of a serpent placed diagonally across the stone w i t h i t s 

head uppermost. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , w i t h damaged ends. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h a large rim (type A2a). The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s lj? inch. The depth i s inch. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) , r i s i n g to form 

a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 1 (pediment). 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 

torus mouldings. At the base there i s a chamfer. 

The a l t a r has the same iconography as that of a stone from Carvoran 

( 4 2 5 ) although here the oreatures are i n r e l i e f . While i t i s possible to 

see the stone as r e f l e c t i n g C e l t i c ideas, i t seems equally possible that 

the boar represents the regimental badge of Legio XX and that the a l t a r 

was carved by a member of th a t u n i t . 

LS 114 

Budge, 302-3 , no. 2 4 . 

Cheaters Cat.. 18, no. 61. 

181. The upper part of an uninsoribed a l t a r from Corbridgej now 

outside the north door of Corbridge Church. 

The a l t a r i s oarved i n coarse sandstone. I t i s 27 inches high, 

2 l f inches wide and 12-̂ - inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 1 7 £ inches wide 

and 10̂ - inches t h i o k . 
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The die i s p l a i n . 

On each side of the shaft there i s the head and shoulders of a 

f i g u r e . That on the dexter side has arms upstretohed. P e l t a - l i k e 

f i g u r e s appear on each side of the c a p i t a l . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type Ala) but damaged. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h two ooncentric raised rims (type B6b). 

The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 9^ inches and the depth i s 1^- inches. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow, and decorated w i t h a 

band of f i v e sunken roundels. 

The focus mount i s "enlarged", sloping under the bolsters (type 

5d). I t r i s e s to a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e which i s o u t l i n e d by a 

moulded rim (type l ) . Within the pediment a f i g u r e seems to be moving 

towards a smaller f i g u r e , but i t i s so weathered that i t i s d i f f i o u l t 

to be exaot. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the s i n i s t e r side of 

the c a p i t a l where they are best preserved, the mouldings are, i n descend­

ing order, f i v e small t o r i , a cavetto and three stepped-in f i l l e t s . 

The shape of the c a p i t a l of t h i s a l t a r i s s i m i l a r to that of an 

a l t a r found at Newcastle (l89)« That stone can be ascribed to Legio 

XX and i t seems l i k e l y that t h i s a l t a r too comes from the same t r a d i t i o n s . 

The decorated fascia i s another pointer to a twentieth legionary 

a t t r i b u t i o n . 

RIB 1146 

182. An a l t a r found near Duntooher f o r t } now i n the Hunterian 

Museum, Glasgow. 

The a l t a r , which i s dedioated to J u p i t e r , i s oarved i n sandstone. 

I t i s 26 inches high, 12% inches wide and l l f inches t h i c k . The shaft 

i s 7f- inches high, 10% inches wide and 9^ inches t h i o k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 
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On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a guttus w i t h ovoid 
body, long neck and small spouted mouth (type B l ) , and a damaged k n i f e . 
The s i n i s t e r side of the shaft accommodates a patera but t h i s i s not 
w e l l preserved. 

The bolsters are not r e g u l a r l y carved f o r they are wider at the 

f r o n t than at the back. They have o e n t r a l straps and, i f c y l i n d r i c a l , 

would have been of type A2b. S l i g h t traces of a groove on the f r o n t of 

the s i n i s t e r bolster suggest that incised roundels once decorated t h e i r 

ends. 

The foous i s o i r o u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t i s 

attached by straps to the bolsters (upper surface type 2 ) . The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s 7 inches. The depth i s i n c h . 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. The photograph 

i n T i t . Hunt, shows i t to be decorated w i t h a row of sunken roundels. 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s a trunoated gable (type 1 v a r i a n t ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides but the mouldings are very worn. 

At the c a p i t a l there seem::: to have been a torus, a broad f i l l e t and a 

stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base a broad f i l l e t seems to have been flanked 

by torus mouldings. 

The a l t a r c l e a r l y comes from a m i l i t a r y workshop and seems to 

accord w i t h others carved by masons tra i n e d by Legio XX1 s i n s t r u c t o r s . 

I t probably dates from the second century. 

BIB 2201 

T i t . Hunt.. 32 , no. 9» plate XV, f i g . 2 . 

MacdonaId, 434, no. 53* 

183* An a l t a r from Bbchesterj now at Ushaw College, Durham. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Vernostonus Cooidius by V i r i l i s , a 

German. I t i s carved i n coarse sandstone. The a l t a r i s 29^- inches 
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high, inches wide and 11^- inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s 12j? inches 

high, 13^- inches wide and 9f- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l , w i t h angular straps (type A2d). 

The f r o n t s carry l e t t e r s of the i n s c r i p t i o n . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished (type A2b). I t i s attached to the 

f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l and to the straps of the bolsters (upper 

surface type 9 ) . The diameter of the foous i s 6 inches and i t i s 1 

inch deep. 

The fascia i s "enlarged," s t r a i g h t under the bol s t e r s and carved 

i n one plane w i t h them (type 6 ) . I t r i s e s to a pediment ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

type l ) . One l e t t e r of the i n s c r i p t i o n i s carved i n the f i e l d provided. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

stepped-in f i l l e t , a oyma reverse moulding and a small torus. The base 

displays two t o r i , an ovolo and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s no doubt the produot of a m i l i t a r y workshop. The 

angular straps point to an association w i t h Legio XX. The general shape 

of the a l t a r suggests a mid-second century date. 

RIB 1102 

Wright, PSAjr4 IX, 167-169? plate V I I facing 167 

184* An a l t a r from Bbohester) now i n the undercroft of the 

Chapter L i b r a r y , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the god V i t i r i s and i s carved i n coarse 

sandstone. I t i s 15f- inches high, 8J- inohes wide and 5 -̂ inches t h i c k . 

The shaft i s 5 inches high, 7 inches wide and 4^ inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The shaft i s decorated on the dexter side w i t h a r e l i e f of a 

b i r d , running towards the f r o n t of the stone. On the s i n i s t e r side 
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there i s a boar i n r e l i e f , also running towards the f r o n t of the stone. 

The bolsters are strapped and taper towards the middle (type B). 

The ends display rims and bosses. 

The foous i s horse-shoe shaped w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type 

B6a). I t measures 3 inches from side to side and i s inoh deep. 

The fascia i s moulded (type 2 ) . 

The foous mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2;;), almost f i l l e d 

i n . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t (type 10) and accommodates 

an i v y l e a f i n r e l i e f . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. Below the torus of the f a s c i a 

there i s a larger chamfered torus and a stepped-in smaller torus. At 

the base there i s a torus, a large torus and a chamfered p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r must belong to the group of those stones associated 

w i t h Legio XX f o r the b o l s t e r s are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . Moreover the 

presence of the boar upon the shaft supports t h i s view. 

RIB' 1103 

LS 666 

Cat. Pur., 22, no* XXV w i t h f i g . 

185« The upper part of an a l t a r from Gloster H i l l , Northumberland} 

now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Mother Goddesses of the parade 

ground by Cohors I The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. 

I t i s now I8f- inches high, 17̂ - inches wide and 9 j inches t h i c k . No 

measurements of the shaft are possible. 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The bolsters are not preserved and the focus i s broken. 

The fasoia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth, and i s 

decorated w i t h a pattern of double incised s a l t i r e s . This may be no 
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more than the guide l i n e s f o r carving a bar s a l t i r e design. 
No focus mount survives. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides, although the back of the 

stone has been trimmed o f f and i t i s not possible to say whether i t 

too was once moulded. Below the fascia there i s a torus, a large cyma 

reverse based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs, a torus moulding and a stepped-in 

f i l l e t . 

The a l t a r i s too fragmentary to allow of exaot a t t r i b u t i o n . Never­

theless i t appears from the decorated fascia that i t i s the work of an 

a u x i l i a r y u n i t whose masons had drawn t h e i r styles from Legio XX. I t 

probably dates from the second century. , 

RIB 1206 

LS 534 

Bruce, Wall 3, 404 w i t h f i g . 

NCH V, 262-3J f i g . , 262. 

186 An a l t a r from Housesteads; now i n Housesteads Museum. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mars and V i c t o r y and the Deities of 

the Emperors. I t i s carved i n sandstone and i s 51 inches high. The 

width i s 20̂ - incheB high, Y\^r inches wide and 12-jj inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The dexter side of the shaft bears a r e l i e f of Mars. He i s 

wearing f u l l armour w i t h crested helmet and a cloak over his shoulders. 

With his r i g h t hand, at shoulder height, he grasps a lanoe^and holds 

a small c i r c u l a r s h i e l d behind h i s l e f t t h i g h . A goose stands at h i s 

l e f t side. The f i g u r e i s w e l l carved and overflows on to the upper 

mouldings. 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . They are damaged at the 

ends but may have been decorated by rosettes or roundels. 

The focus i s e l l i p t i c a l w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). 
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The i n t e r n a l measurement from side to side i s 4f- inohes} from f r o n t to 
back i t measures 5f- inohes. The depth i s 1-̂ - inches. 

The fas c i a i s "enlarged" and inscribed (type 5 ) « I * r i s e s to form 

a gently rounded pediment (type l / 2 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a small 

torus on either side of a large, debased torus moulding. At the base, a 

stepped-out f i l l e t , a f l a t t e n e d torus and a stepped-out p l i n t h give the 

wider dimension. 

By i t s s t y l e the a l t a r seems to belong to the t h i r d oentury. I t 

may oome from a workshop of Cohors I Tungrorum or d i r e c t l y from the hand 

of a soldier of Legio XX. The mouldings are reminiscent of others on 

a l t a r s from Newstead and Ribchester which are probably from the legionary 

workshop and the f i g u r e soulpture i s more l i k e l y to have oome from a 

legionary than from one of the Tungrians. For t h i s reason the a l t a r 

i s included i n Legio XX1 s group.* 

RIB 1596 

LS 667 

PSAN3 V, 240} plate f a c i n g . 

187. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from near Kirkby Thore. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Silvanus. No dimensions are known. 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The shaft i s deoorated w i t h r e l i e f s of s a c r i f i c i a l vessels and 

implements. On the dexter side there i s an axe of pick-axe type (type 

l ) and a k n i f e w i t h a broad blade, sharply angled to the t i p (type l ) . 

The s i n i s t e r side of the shaft c a r r i e s representations of the guttus 

and patera. The guttus has a globular body, high pedestal base and 

long spouted neck (type A l ) . The patera seems to have been handleless 
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and to have been i n the form of a f l u t e d bowl. I t i s however possible 
that the r e l i e f depicts a wheel rather than a patera* 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l and apparently cabled (type A5a). 

They seem to have had p l a i n ends* 

The focus i s apparently rectangular. 

The fascia i s "extended," curved under the bolsters (type 5 ) » I t 

r i s e s to a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides at l e a s t . At the c a p i t a l there 

seem to have been three stepped-in t o r i . At the base there has been a 

chamfer. 

This a l t a r i s known from Machell's drawing, reproduced i n RIB. 

The cabled bolsters suggest that i t comes from the hand of a mason who 

has been influenced by the st y l e s of Legio XX and i t i s accordingly 

included i n t h i s group. 

RIB 763 

See RIB f o r drawing from manuscript source. 

188 . The upper part of an a l t a r from Kirkby Thorej now at Lowther 

Castle. This a l t a r has not been examined at f i r s t hand. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter Serapis and i s carved i n red 

sandstone. I t i s 15 inches high and 15 inches wide. 

The die and shaft are p l a i n * 

The bolsters have almost gone. They have a decoration of incised 

spokes on t h e i r ends. 

The foous has gone. 

The f a s c i a i B rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. I t has 

decoration of three six-spoked ro s e t t e s , apparently inoised. 

The focus mount i s damaged. 

The mouldings of the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l seem to be e i t h e r t o r i 

or f i l l e t s . 
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I t I s d i f f i c u l t to comment on t h i s stone. The decorated fas c i a 

however suggests that i t was carved by a mason influenced by the styles 

of Legio XX. The three-rosetted f a s c i a c a l l s to mind a legionary stone 

from Chester (RIB 4 4 8 ) . 

RIB 762 

LS 745 

189» The upper part of an a l t a r from Newcastle upon Tyne; now 

i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and to the Deity of the Emperor. 

I t i s oarved i n sandstone. The height of the stone i s 31f- inohes, the 

width i s 16 inches and the thickness i s 11 inches. The shaft i s 13 

inches wide and 9 inohes t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The shaft i s not decorated but i s rounded rather than rectangular. 

The b o l s t e r s are strapped and taper towards the middle (type B). 

The ends of the b o l s t e r s are dished. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m . The sloping sides lead to an umbo 

w i t h sunken centre (a variant of type A2e). I t has an i n t e r n a l diameter 

of 6 inches. The depth i s 1^ inohes. 

The fascia i s moulded (type 2 ) . I t i s a oabled, f l a t t e n e d torus 

moulding. 

The focus mount i s "extended," sloping (type 5<0 • H> r i s e s to a 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of pedimental shape (type l ) . The pediment i s o u t l i n e d 

by a double moulding and encloses a roundel with two concentric rims. 

The lower edge of the focus mount i s marked by a f i l l e t w i t h a c e n t r a l 

roundel. 

The sides of the c a p i t a l are also decorated. On the dexter side 

there i s a f i l l e t ornamented by a row of three arches i n r e l i e f , flanked 
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by roundels. Below t h i s , another f i l l e t surmounts a oabled torus 
moulding; two p l a i n t o r i complete the mouldings. The design of the 
s i n i s t e r f a s c i a i s d i f f e r e n t . Here there i s a square panel o u t l i n e d 
by a p l a i n moulding and enclosing an arch i n r e l i e f . Within the aroh 
a supine crescent carved w i t h a hole above i t forms the c e n t r a l f e a t u r e . 
A bunoh of grapes occupies each of the lower oorners of the panel. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. The moulding making the 

t r a n s i t i o n to the shaft at the f r o n t of the stone i s a broad stepped-

i n f i l l e t * I t i s decorated with a c e n t r a l roundel flanked by sunken 

t r i a n g l e s . 

This a l t a r i s c l e a r l y a virtuoso piece. I t may be a t t r i b u t e d to 

the school of Legio XX i n v i r t u e of the d i s t i n c t i v e b o l s t e r s which may 

be p a r a l l e l e d from Chester (RIB 4 4 6 ) . I t i s d i f f i c u l t to date the 

stone although i t may w e l l belong to the second oentury. 

RIB 1317 

Spain and Bosanquet, NCH X I I I . 545, no. 7? f i g . , 546. 

190 . An a l t a r from Newsteadj now i n the National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r has l o s t most of i t s i n s c r i p t i o n through the f l a k i n g 

o f f of the surface of the d i e . I t i s no longer possible to disoern 

the name ei t h e r of the d e i t y or the dedicator. The a l t a r i s carved 

i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 39f- inches high, 20 inches wide and 

inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s 25 inches high, 17 inches wide and lOig-

inches t h i c k . 

The die seems to have been p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a patera, now very 

weathered^in r e l i e f . The s i n i s t e r side of the shaft bears the 

representation of a guttus. bag-shaped (type C), w i t h s t r a i g h t handle. 



1 9 1 . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l , w i t h a broad c e n t r a l strap (type 
A2c). The f r o n t of the bolsters i s much weathered but there i s a 
f a i n t suggestion that they o r i g i n a l l y had rosettes w i t h sunken p e t a l s . 

The focus has been c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and large, f l a t umbo (type 

A2g). The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 9 inches. The depth i s inch. 

The fas c i a has been e i t h e r rectangular (type l ) , or enlarged. 

The s u r v i v i n g decoration at the sides of the c a p i t a l indicates that i t 

has been of imposing appearance. A band of pointed leaves set out w i t h 

the aid of compasses and executed i n chip-carved technique ornaments the 

l a t e r a l fasoiae. 

No oomment i s possible on the form of the focus mount. The c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e seems to have been a pediment (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l , below the 

decorated f a s c i a , there i s a f i l l e t , a cabled torus, another f i l l e t , a 

oyma recta and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base there i s a stepped-out 

f i l l e t , a cyma, a f i l l e t , a cabled torus and another f i l l e t . 

The a l t a r i s probably of the same date as those dedicated by (Jaius 

A r r i u s Bomitianus and i s moBt l i k e l y from the workshop of Legio XX. 

RIB 2125 

Curie, 142, no. 4} plate X V I I I , 1. 

RCAM3 Roxburgh I I . 318, no. ( i v ) . 

191* The upper part of an uninscribed a l t a r from Newsteadj now 

i n the National Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n red sandstone. I t i s 13 inches high, 8-g-

inohes wide and 7-ig- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 6ijs- inches high, ijr inches 

wide and 6J inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The top of the stone i s f l a t . There are neither b o l s t e r s nor 

focus. 
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The fa s c i a i s moulded (type 2 ) . A torus moulding i s carved i n 
the centre of a rectangular f a s c i a . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At both c a p i t a l and base 

there i s a chamfered t o r u s . This moulding, together w i t h the torus 

of the fascia and the intervening f i l l e t , give an impression of a 

t r i p l e moulding. 

The a l t a r probably dates from the seoond century and i s most 

l i k e l y to have come from a workshop of Legio XX. 

Museum no. FRA. 1609 

1 9 2 . An a l t a r from Old Pen r i t h j now i n T u l l i e House Museum, 

C a r l i s l e . 

This stone i s described i n RIB as an altar-shaped monument. I t 

has a l l the features of an a l t a r and must have been oarved f o r the 

purpose of o f f e r i n g s a c r i f i c e . I t i s made from red sandstone. The 

height of the a l t a r i s 43^ inches; the width i s 17 inches and the 

thickness i s 1 3 j inches. The shaft i s 24f- inches high, 15^- inches 

wide and 12J inches t h i c k . 

The die i s framed i n a double bead-moulded panel 24 inches high 

and 12 inches wide. 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a serpent i n r e l i e f and 

a bag-shaped guttus (type C). The other side of the shaft displays a 

triangular-bladed k n i f e (type 4)» and a patera w i t h rim, umbo and 

handle curving s l i g h t l y at the end, set ob l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl towards 

the base and f r o n t of the stone. The handle may be p a r a l l e l e d on a l t a r s 

from Chester (RIB 446) and from Scarcroft, Yorks (500). 

The bolsters are smallish and g i r d l e d by a broad strap (type A2c). 

The ends have been decorated w i t h rosettes whose petals have been 

out l i n e d i n r e l i e f . 
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The focus i s c i r c u l a r but i s now damaged. I t was probably about 9 
inches i n diameter. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow and decorated w i t h a band 

of bar s a l t i r e s . 

The foous mount i s " f i l l e d i n " (type 3 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded i n three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a torus 

and two stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base there are two stepped-out t o r i 

and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r belongs to the group of those carved by masons taking t h e i r 

s t y l e s from Legio XX. This i s indicated by the decorated f a s o i a , the 

b o l s t e r s w i t h broad straps and the guttus which resembles one on an a l t a r 

from Chester (RIB 4 5 4 ) . The general shape of the a l t a r seems to be e a r l y 

and i t i s possible t h a t the i n s c r i p t i o n i s of a l a t e r date than the 

carving. 

RIB 927 

B i r l e y , CW2 L I I , 185-186 

TH. Cat.. 19, no. 4 7 . 

193« An a l t a r from Ribchester; now i n Ribchester Museum. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n and back of the stone have been cut away. The a l t a r 

i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 24 inches high, and i s now 11^- inches wide 

and 7-|- inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s 13-g- inches high, 10 inohes wide and 7^ 

inches t h i c k . 

The shaft of the a l t a r i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , but have been shaved o f f . 

The focus has been c i r c u l a r and has probably had a rim and f l a t 

bottom (type B6a). 

The a l t a r has been moulded on at l e a s t three sides. At the sides of 
the c a p i t a l a large torus i s sandwiched between two smaller t o r i . At 
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the base a small and a large torus are set above the p l i n t h . 

The mouldings of the c a p i t a l place t h i s altar i n the same t r a d i t i o n 

as stones from Newstead and Eousesteads which may w e l l be the products 

of masons of Legio XX. This a l t a r i s therefore included i n t h a t legion's 

group. 

Smith and Shortt, The History of the Parish of Ribchaster. i n the County 

of Lancaster (London & Preston 1890), 26, 41« 

194 . P^rt of an uninscribed a l t a r of uncertain provenance} now i n 

the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s oarved i n buff sandstone. The fragment measures 29 

inohes high and i s now jj? inches wide and 9l? inches t h i c k . The shaft 

i s 12 inches high. 

The die has been flanked by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s , one of whioh survives. 

I t s c a p i t a l i s decorated w i t h arrow-like grooves suggesting a oon-

ventionalised l o t u s m o t i f . Within the die there i s , i n r e l i e f , a 

cornucopia overflowing w i t h f r u i t , supported by a winged f i g u r e and 

attached by a swag to a feature now missing. 

I f b o l s t e r s existed t h e i r ends were decorated with s p i r a l s i n r e l i e f . 

The focus and the focus mount have both gone. 

Mouldings remain on two sides of the a l t a r . At the c a p i t a l there 

i s a small torus, a larger torus and a f i l l e t . These appear at the 

base but i n a d i f f e r e n t order. Here there i s a f i l l e t , a small torus 

and a larger t o r u s . 

The a l t a r seems to have a f f i n i t i e s w i t h those oarved by masons of 

Legio XX. The s p i r a l ornamentation of the bols t e r s , and the swag, may 

be p a r a l l e l e d on stones from Chester (RIB 454, 46O) . The f l u t e d 

p i l a s t e r i s also known i n the workshops of Chester (RIB 453)* 

Cat. Ant.. 105, no. 206. 



195* The cap-stone of an a l t a r of uncertain provenance} now i n 

T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone. The fragment i s 6 inches high, 

16£ inches wide and 6£ inches t h i c k . 

The bol s t e r s are double-strapped i n the middle and taper towards 

the oentre (type B but w i t h double s t r a p ) . 

Only h a l f of the focus remains but i t i s clear that i t has been 
V-

large, c i r c u l a r and dished w i t h rim (type A2b). I t has an i n t e r n a l 

diameter of ^ inches and i s 1 inch deep. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The focus mount i s carved i n one plane w i t h the ends of the bolster 

(as i n f a s c i a type 6 ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e has been of pedimented shape (type l ) but i s 

now damaged. 

The stone i s moulded on four sides. A torus moulding i s set above 

a cyma reverse. 

The shape of the bol s t e r s places t h i s stone i n the group of a l t a r s 

carved by masons associated w i t h Legio XX. 
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Ala Augusta ob V i r t u t e m A p p e l l a t a 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to assess the a l t e r s of Ala Augusta ob V i r t u t e m 

A p p e l l a t a f o r most of them are i n the Lowther C o l l e c t i o n and i t has 

not been p o s s i b l e to examine them at f i r s t band. The s e r i e s i s a f i n e 

one; i t shows the u n i t i n g a r r i s o n a t Old C a r l i s l e over a l o n g p e r i o d 

and i n d i c a t e s t h a t here a t any r a t e t h e r e was no change of a l a i n Severan 

t i m e s . 

The e a r l i e s t a l t a r i s undated but i s so l i k e another stone from Heddon 

H a l l ( 2 0 6 ) , d a t a b l e to the mid-second c e n t u r y t h a t i t seems Bafe to 

a s c r i b e i t to the same p e r i o d . 

The masons o f the u n i t seem to have favoured "enlarged" f a s c i a e 

swinging upwards from the base o f the b o l s t e r s i n concave a r c s . 

The most popular mouldings seem to have been f i l l e t s and t o r i , the 

l a t t e r b e ing sometimes cabled. 

The o r i g i n of the s t y l e s o f the u n i t i s not easy to spot a l t h o u g h i t 

seems p o s s i b l e t h a t i t was Legio XX. The c l o s e connection between the 

e a r l i e s t a l t a r and t h a t of Cohors I Aquitanorum from Eaddon appears to 

place the ala i n Legio XX's group, f o r t h a t i s where the c o h o r t belongs. 

196. An a l t a r from Old C a r l i s l e ; now i n T u l l i e Eouse Museum, 

C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the goddess B e l l o n a by a K u f i n u s , p r e f e c t 

o f Ala Augusta, and L a t i n i a n u s , h i s son. I t i 3 carved i n r e d sandstone. 

I t i s 37 inches h i g h , 18-g- inches wide and 7 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 

22-^ inches h i g h , I 4 J inches wide and 5"g" inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are damaged but have been c y l i n d r i c a l ( t y p e A l a ) . 

The focus i s broken but has been c i r c u l a r , dished ( t y p e A2b). I t 
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i s attached to the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l and may have been joined to the 
baok (upper surface type 6 or 7 ) . I t has been at l e a s t l£ inches deep. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) , forming a c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e of pedimented shape (type l ) . I t i s decorated w i t h a l e a f 

design i n r e l i e f . This decoration may be p a r a l l e l e d on an a l t a r of 

Cohors I Aquitanorum from Haddon H a l l (206). 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a cyma 

reversa based on tangential arcs. This moulding i s i d e n t i c a l i n size 

and proportion w i t h that of the o a p i t a l of the Haddon H a l l stone. At 

the base there i s a large inver t e d cyma reversa moulding and a stepped-

out p l i n t h . 

I n view of the s i m i l a r i t i e s of t h i s a l t a r w i t h those of the a l t a r of 

Cohors I Aquitanorum from Haddon H a l l , which may be dated to the mid-

second century, i t seems safe to a t t r i b u t e t h i s stone to the same period. 

RIB 890 

LS 822 

Collingwood, CW2 XXVIII, 113, no. 4 . 

TH. Cat.. 3, no. 4 . 

1 9 7 . The upper part of an a l t a r from Old C a r l i s l e } now at Lowther 

Castle. This stone has not been examined at f i r s t hand. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by Ala Augusta under the oommand 

of Tiberius Claudius Justinus, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n red sandstone. 

The height of the stone i s said to be 32 inches and the width, 22 inches. 

The bolsters seem to have had p l a i n ends. 

The fascia i s reotangular (type l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount seems to be " f i l l e d - i n " (type 3 ) « 

The mouldings of the c a p i t a l are a stepped-in f i l l e t , a cavetto and 

another stepped-in f i l l e t . 
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The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the year A.D. 188. 
RIB 893 
LS 821 

Horsley, 276-7, Cumb. LVI. 

Collingwood, CW2 XXVIII, 114, no. 4 . 

198 . An a l t a r from Old C a r l i s l e } now at Lowther Castle. This 

stone has not been examined at f i r s t hand. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by the Ala Augusta ob Virtutem 

Appellata under the command of Publius Aelius Magnus. I t i s carved 

i n red sandstone. The height of the stone i s 44 inches and the width 

21 inches. 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The ends of the b o l s t e r s seem to be p l a i n . 

The fascia seems to be rectangular (type l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) , r i s i n g to a 

pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e (type l / 2 ) . 

The mouldings of the c a p i t a l seem to be a stepped-in f i l l e t , a 

shallow cavetto and two stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base there seem 

to be f i v e stepped-out f i l l e t s and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the year A.D. 191* 

RIB 894 

LS 823 

Bruce, ffall^ , 362 with f i g . 

Collingwood, CW2 XXVIII, 114, no. 8 . 

199* A r i a l t a r from Old C a r l i s l e } now i n T u l l i e House Museum, 

C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter of Doliche f o r the welfare of 
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the Emperor Septimius Severus by the Ala Augusta under the command 
of Egnatius Verecundus, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n buff sandstone. 
The height of the stone i s 40-̂ - inches, the width i s 17 inches and the 
thickness i s 9 inches. 

The a l t a r i s much damaged. Since i t s discovery the stone has been 

trimmed down f o r re-use i n b u i l d i n g . The c a p i t a l and base have been 

knocked o f f and the stone shaped f o r use as an arch head. 

The f i g u r e i n LS_, based on a plate i n the gentleman's Magazine, 

shows that the stone had bo l s t e r s and a narrow, rectangular fas c i a 

(type l ) . 

The foous mount seems to have been "from the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) 

r i s i n g to a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of eit h e r type 1 or, less l i k e l y , of type 

3-

The mouldings seem to have been mainly stepped-in f i l l e t s at the 

o a p i t a l and stepped-out f i l l e t s and an inverted cyma at the base. 

The a l t a r i s dated A.D. 197-8 by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n . 

RIB 895 

LS 825 

Gough»s Camden I I I , 440} plate X X I I I , no. 2 . 

Lysons, Cumb.. c l x i i i , no. 17J plate f a c i n g c l x i i i , no. 2 . 

Collingwood, CW2 XXVJIl^, 114-115, no. 9 . 

TH. Cat.. 9, no. 2 2 . 

200. An a l t a r from Old C a r l i s l e } now b u i l t i n t o a wa l l at 

T r i n i t y College, Cambridge. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter f o r the welfare of the Emperor 

Gordian I I I , h i s wife and f a m i l y by the Ala Augusta under the command 

of Aemilius Crispinus, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The 

stone i s 3 0 £ inches high and 21-J- inches wide. The shaft i s 16£ inches 

high and 18 inches wide. 



The die i s p l a i n . 

The sides of the shaft are not accessible but no trace of 

ornamentation may be discerned on the portions v i s i b l e . 

The b o l s t e r s are large (type Ala) w i t h p l a i n f r o n t s . They do 

not reach the edges of the c a p i t a l . 

The focus i s not accessible. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged", curved under the bolsters (type 5)» but 

f i l l e d i n from the top of the b o l s t e r s as i n a focus mount of type 3• 

The fas c i a forms a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i n the shape of a curving, truncated 

pediment (type 1 v a r i a n t ) . The fascia i s ins c r i b e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on at least three sides. At the c a p i t a l there 

i s a torus and ovolo and at the base an ovolo and stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the year A.D. 242 . I t i s 

a good example of t h i r d - c e n t u r y a l t a r s t y l e s . 

RIB 897 

LS 827 

Horsley, 276, Cumb., LV 

Collingwood, CW2 XXVIII, 115, no. 1 1 . 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Ala Augusta ob Tlr t u t f l m 

Appellata 

2 0 1 . An a l t a r from Old C a r l i s l e ; now i n the garden of Mr. C.F.A. 

Ritson, Westway, West Road, Wigton. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter the Preserver. I t i s carved i n 

red sandstone and i s 37-g- inches high. The width i s 23-jg- inches and the 

thickness 13^ inches. The shaft i s 1 9 f inches high, 17 inches wide 

and 9^- inches t h i c k . 
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The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . 

There i s no focus. The top of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t between the 

b o l s t e r s although a hollow separates the c e n t r a l area from the l a t e r a l 

r o l l s . 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . I t i s damaged 

at the front and i t s shape i s not a s c e r t a i n a b l e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

f i l l e t , a cavetto and a stepped-in f i l l e t . These mouldings are reversed 

at the base and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . The mouldings of the 

a l t a r appear to be the same as those of another a l t a r from Old C a r l i s l e 

( 1 9 7 ) . The l a s t stone i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to A.D. 188 and t h i s 

stone must belong to roughly the same period. 

RIB 898 

LS 819 

Collingwood, CW2 XXVIII, 115-116, no. 12 and 367-369? 368, f i g . 1. 

202. Part of an a l t a r from Cardewleesj now in T u l l i e House 

Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r has been s p l i t length-wise and the i n s c r i p t i o n i s 

defective although i t appears to have been dedicated to Jupiter and 

to the D e i t i e s of the Emperors Valerianus and Gallienus and of Valerianus, 

most noble Caesar. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The height of the 

stone i s 37^- inches, the width i s ll£ inches and the thickness i s now 

5|r i n c h e s . The shaft i s 2lf- inches high and now 5 inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The sides of the shaft are missing. 

L i t t l e s urvives of the b o l s t e r s and nothing of the focus. 

The f a s o i a i s moulded (type 2)} one cabled and three p l a i n , 
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angular t o r i are set one above the other. 

The foous mount seems to have been "extended", ourved under the 

b o l s t e r s (type 5h) and outlined by a moulding. 

I t i s impossible to e s t a b l i s h on how many sides the a l t a r was 

moulded. Apart from the mouldings of the f a s c i a there are no others 

at the c a p i t a l . At the base there i s a chamfer. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 255-259* 

The name of the unit e r e c t i n g the stone i s not preserved although i t s 

commanding o f f i c e r was a centurion of Legio I I . I t seems possible that 

the masons responsible f or the work were associated with the nearby 

f o r t of Old C a r l i s l e and with Ala Augusta. 

RIB 913 

Haverfield, CW1 XVI, 455 plate f a c i n g . 

Collingwood, CW2 XXIV, 88-93, 

B i r l e y , CW2 L I , 29. 

TH. Cat.. 8-9, no. 21. 

203. The upper part of an a l t a r , now l o s t , from near the f o r t 

at Old C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter for the welfare of Septimius 

Severus and C a r a c a l l a . The height of the stone i s given i n the 

Gentleman's Magazine as about 24 inches and the width as about 15 

inches. 

$he die i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s have a decoration of s i x - p e t a l l e d r o s e t t e s set within 

a r a i s e d rim. 

The f a s c i a i s apparently "enlarged" and decorated with a band of 

i n c i s e d i n t e r l o c k i n g c i r c l e s . 

The f a s c i a curves upwards to form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 4» 

The focus has c l e a r l y f i l l e d the area between b o l s t e r s and f a s c i a . 



203 

The mouldings of the o a p i t a l incorporate a oabled torus. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 198-211. 

The a l t a r must o r i g i n a l l y have been a large and imposing one. I t no 

doubt comes from the workshop of Ala Augusta. 

RIB 896 

Collingwood, CW2 XXVIII, 115, no. 10. 

Hutchinson, Cumb. I I , 408} plate f a c i n g 410, f i g . 13. 

204. The lower part of an a l t a r from Old C a r l i s l e ; now i n 

T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The upper portion of the i n s c r i p t i o n i s l o s t . The a l t a r i s oarved 

i n red sandstone. The height of the stone i s now 14 inches; the 

width i s 20£ inches and the thiokness 11^- inches. The shaft i s 1 9 f 

inches wide. 

The a l t a r i s now moulded on one Bide. The topmost moulding i s 

a f i l l e t . Below t h i s there i s a cyma reverse, the convex curve of 

which i s deoorated with a band of twenty-four t i n y t r i a n g l e s i n r e l i e f . 

A f l a t t e n e d torus and a stepped-out p l i n t h complete the mouldings. 

The Btone i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to A.D. 185« I t seems 

l i k e l y that the stone was carved by masons of Ala Augusta, the un i t 

i n garrison at the f o r t at that time. 

RIB 903 

LS 818 

Lysons, Cumb.. c l v i i i , no. 94} plate f a c i n g c l x i i i , no. 3« 

Collingwood, CW2 XXVIII, 117, no. 18 . 

TH« Cat.. 19, no. 48 . 



Ala Augusta Vooontiorum 

I t seems l i k e l y that t h i s u n i t was associated with Legio XX for 

the two regiments were brigaded together at Newstead. Only one a l t a r , 

from Newstead, survives and t h i s has an unusual c a p i t a l which may be 

p a r a l l e l e d on stones from Aldborough and from Cohors I Baetasiorum at 

Bar H i l l . 

205 • An a l t a r from Newstead} now i n the National Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Goddesses of the Parade Ground by 

A e l i u s Marcus, deourion of Ala Augusta Vocontiorum. I t i s carved in 

red sandstone. I t i s 27 inches high, 12^ inches wide and 9|r inches 

t h i c k . The shaft i s 16^ inches high, 11^- inches wide and 8f- inches 

t h i c k . 

The die and the shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . They are damaged at both the 

front and the back of the stone. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r with a rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t 

i s attached to the front of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 6 ) . The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 4i£ inches and the depth i s i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged," s t r a i g h t under the b o l s t e r s but carved 

in one plane with them (type 6 ) . 

The shape of the foous suggests that the oentral p r o f i l e of the 

c a p i t a l was a pediment (type l ) , although t h i s i s now damaged. There 

seems to have been a supine crescent i n r e l i e f i n the centre of the 

pediment. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s 

a to r u s moulding. At the base there i s a chamfer. 



205. 

Richmond suggested that Ala Augusta Vooontiorum was i n 
occupation at Newstead in the e a r l y Antonine period^ -*. I f t h i s 
view i s co r r e c t the a l t a r must come from that time and indeed there 
i s nothing i n the carving of the stone to make t h i s improbable. The 
mouldings are simple but the f i n i s h of the stone i s good and shows 
c a r e f u l and methodical workmanship. The s i m i l a r i t y of t h i s c a p i t a l 
with that of an a l t a r of Cohors I Baetasiorum ( 8 0 ) , i s noteworthy as 
both are probably from the same period. 
RIB 2121 

Curie, 140-141, no.1$ plate XVII. 

RCAMS Roxburgh I I , 319, no. vi$ f i g . 431. 

1. PSAS LXXXIV, 21. 
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Cobors I Aquitanorum 

One a l t a r dedicated by a prefect of t h i s Cohort i s known. I t 

i s l i n k e d with the work of masons of Legio XX by the cyma moulding 

deoorated with palmettes, by the grooved b o l s t e r s of type C2 and by 

the ornamented f a s c i a . The l e a f motif of the focus mount may be 

p a r a l l e l e d on an a l t a r of Ala Augusta from Old C a r l i s l e (196). 

The date of the stone i s presumably about or a f t e r A.D. 158 when 

Conors I Aquitanorum was stationed at Brough-on-Noe. 

206. An a l t a r from Haddon H a l l , Bakewell; now in Haddon H a l l . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mars Braciaca by Quintus S i t t i u s 

C a e c i l i a n u s , prefect of Cohors I Aquitanorum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. 

The height of the stone i s 48 inches, the width i s 19 inches and the 

thickness 12f- inches. The shaft i s 29^ inches high, 15f- inches wide 

and 9i!r inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are baluster-shaped with a c e n t r a l groove (type C2). 

The ends have a sunken roundel. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished with a f l a t t i s h rim (type A2b). I t 

i s attaohed to the front and back of the c a p i t a l and touches the 

b o l s t e r s (upper surfaoe type 10). The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 9 inches 

and the depth i s f- inch. 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth and decorated 

with a s e r i e s of S-curves i n r e l i e f . 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) , r i s i n g to a 

pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e (type l ) . I t has a l e a f design in r e l i e f , 

s i m i l a r to that occurring on the focus mount of an a l t a r of Ala Augusta 

ob Virtutem Appellate from Old C a r l i s l e (196). 



207. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s a 
cyma reverse moulding based on tangential a r c s i d e n t i c a l i n s i z e 
and proportion with that of the a l t a r of Ala Augusta r e f e r r e d to above. 
The moulding i s ornamented by palmettes in r e l i e f . At the base of the 
shaft there i s a bead moulding and a cyma reversa moulding. 

The a l t a r probably comes from the mid-second century when Gohors 

I Aquitanorum waB stationed at Brough-on-tfoe (RIB 2 8 3 ) * 

RIB 278 

Haverfield, YCH Derbyshire I , 252, no. 1) plate f a c i n g 256, f i g . 45. 
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Conors I Cugernorum 

Only one a l t a r mentioning t h i s unit remains ( 3 6 5 ) . The paramount 

influence seems to be that of Legio XX. 
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Conors I Lingonum 

One a l t a r dating from Gordian's reign mentions t h i s cohort. 

The main influence i n the carving seems to be that of Legio XXs the 

f a s c i a decorated with a supine crescent accords best with that legion's 

t r a d i t i o n s . 

207. An a l t a r from Bastgate near Stanhope, Co. Durham) now in 

the Department of Archaeology, the Old P u l l i n g M i l l , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Silvanus by A u r e l i u s Quirinus, prefect 

of Cohors I lingonum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The height of the 

a l t a r i s 5O4 inches. I t i s higher at the dexter side than at the 

s i n i s t e r side and at the back than at the f r o n t . The width of the 

stone i s 20f- inches and i t i s 12^ inches thiok. The shaft i s 19 inches 

high, 18-̂ - inches wide and 12 inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are not f u l l y c u t . They are in d i c a t e d only for the 

f i r s t 2 inches at the top of the stone. Their f r o n t s are dished with 

bosses. 

The focus i s recessed into the top of the c a p i t a l . I t i s c i r c u l a r , 

dished with umbo with sunken oentre (tLJype A l e ) . The diameter i s 8 

inches and i t i s 1 inch deep. 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth and decorated. 

I t i s outlined by a bead moulding and encloses a f l a t t e n e d , supine 

crescent i n r e l i e f . 

The focus mount i s " f i l l e d - i n " (type 3 ) . On the front two 

dolphins i n r e l i e f with t r e f o i l t a i l s , open mouths and large eyes 

faoe each other. 



210. 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t (type 10) but the 
front of the top i s shaped into an elegant curve. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s 

a cyma reversa based on tangential a r c s , three t o r i and one stepped-

i n torus. At the base there are two angular t o r i , an inverted oyma 

reversa based on tangential a r c s , a bead moulding and the p l i n t h . 

The front of the p l i n t h bears an i n c i s e d trapezoid. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 238-244' 

RIB 1042 

LS 682 

Steer, MA A ST V I I , 211-12. 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Cohors I Lingonum 

Two a l t a r s from Lanchester seem to belong to the workshop of 

Cohors I Lingonum. 

The d i e s are p l a i n and, apart from a small patera on the smaller 

a l t a r , so are the s h a f t s . 

The b o l s t e r s of one a l t a r are c y l i n d r i c a l (type A l a ) : one set 

has a c e n t r a l groove (type A2a). In one instance the ends of the 

b o l s t e r s are decorated with bosses. The fooi are important f e a t u r e s 

on both a l t a r s . One i s dished with umbo; the other i s flat-bottomed 

with rim. 

One stone has a rectangular, decorated f a s c i a . The second 

a l t a r has a pedimented focus mount of type 1. 

The mouldings used are mainly t o r i , sometimes angular, f i l l e t s 

and s c o t i a s . 

The main influence to be seen i n the carving of these a l t a r s 
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i s that of Legio XX. The decorated f a s c i a , the grooved b o l s t e r s 
and the gabled focus mount outlined by a groove accord best with 
that legion's t r a d i t i o n s . 

The date of the a l t a r s seems to be the period following the 

Severan redeployment of f o r c e s . The a l t a r from Weardale (207) seems 

to be the l a s t of the s e r i e s and t h i s may be securely placed i n 

Gordian 1s r e i g n . 

208. An a l t a r from Lanchesterj now i n the undercroft of the 

Chapter L i b r a r y , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Fortune of the Emperor by Publius 

A e l i u s A t t i c u s , p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n coarse sandstone. The a l t a r 

i s 404- inches high, 14 inches wide and 12-ib- inches t h i c k . The shaft 

i s 16 inches high, 11 inches wide and lOf- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l with median groove (type A2a). The 

fr o n t s have a boss with the oentre i n d i c a t e d . The b o l s t e r s are set 

back from the front edge of the c a p i t a l . 

The focus i s c i r o u l a r with a f l a t bottom and rim (type B6a). 

I t i s damaged at the s i n i s t e r s i d e . The external diameter seems to 

have been about 8 inches. I t i s ijr inch deep. 

The f a s o i a i s reotangular (type l ) , deep and decorated. Two 

i n c i s e d bay leaves appear in the centre of the f a s c i a ; these are 

flanked by an i n c i s e d i v y l e a f . 

The foouB mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) , i n the shape 

of a pediment ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . I t i s outlined at both the 

front and top of the focus mount by a groove. This gives the e f f e c t 

of a bead moulding. 



The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s an 

i n c l i n e d f i l l e t , an inverted cyma reverse and a stepped-in f i l l e t . 

At the base there i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , a large f i l l e t i n c l i n e d 

inwards, a stepped-out f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

This a l t a r seems to be e a r l i e r i n date than the two others i n t h i s 

group. 

RIB 1073 

LS 684 

Horsley, 290, Durh. XIV. 

Cat. Durh. 11, no. V I I j f i g . , 11. 

209* An a l t a r from Lanchester; now i n the B r i t i s h Museum. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the goddess Vi c t o r y by Ulpi u s . I t i s 

carved in sandstone and i s l6Jr inches high. I t i s 8 inches wide and 

4 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 9 inches high, 7̂ - inches wide and 4 inche 

t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n except f or a cabled torus towards the base of 

the s h a f t . 

The dexter side of the shaft has a small patera with dished bowl 

and umbo. I t i s set v e r t i c a l l y with the bowl towards the top of the 

stone. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . They are damaged at the front 

and back of the stone. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r with a large boss (type A l b ) . The diameter 

i s 2 inches. The depth i s -g- i n c h . 

The f a s o i a i s "enlarged", curved under the b o l s t e r s (type 5). 

I t i s decorated with a shallow rectangular panel outlined by a moulding 

Prom the centre of the upper border, a knob p r o j e c t s . 



The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t and s l i g h t l y r a i s e d 

above the b o l s t e r s (type l l ) but, at the top of the stone, the c a p i t a l 

makes an elegant curve, s i m i l a r to that of the a l t a r from Eastgate, 

near Stanhope ( 2 0 7 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there are 

two t o r i separated by a s c o t i a . At the base there i s a chamfer. 

The o u t l i n e of the front of the top of the c a p i t a l and the 

chamfered base of the a l t a r suggests that t h i s stone i s the product 

of the workshop of Cohors I Lingonum during the period of the reign of 

the Emperor Gordian, A.D. 238-244* 

RIB 1086 

LS 692 

B.M. Guide (1922), 23 

c 
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Conors I Tungrorum 

A l l the large and imposing a l t a r s of Conors I Tungrorum except 

one, from Cramond, were found at Housesteads. With them may be associated 

a third-century a l t a r of Cuneus Frisiorum from Housesteads and a fragment 

from Chesters f o r t . 

The stone from Cramond i s l o s t but from Horsley's drawing appears 

to have had a pl a i n die and b o l s t e r s , with rectangular focus attached 

to the front and back of the c a p i t a l . Chamfers separate c a p i t a l and base 

from the s h a f t . The form of the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s not c l e a r from Horsley's 

sketch for he depicts nothing above the rectangular f a s c i a . 

The Housesteads a l t a r s are of more i n t e r e s t . The die i n every case 

i s p l a i n and the shaft i s u s u a l l y unoraamented though i t may have carvings 

of s a c r i f i c i a l v e s s e l s and implements. The b o l s t e r s are simple c y l i n d r i c a l 

r o l l s but f i v e are strapped, i n one instance with grooves and in another 

with an angular strap. Two a l t a r s have b o l s t e r s with double straps} 

one of these has bay-leaf decoration emerging from the s t r a p s . The 

f o c i are round and u s u a l l y have f l a t bottoms and rims. In most instances 

they are attached to the b o l s t e r s by uncarved r i b s of stone. One focus 

has a double rim, a feature which may be p a r a l l e l e d at Chester (BIB 4 5 7 ) • 

A l l types of enlarged f a s c i a are to be found amongst the a l t a r s 

of Cohors I Tungrorum. Two of them are decorated. Three fa s o i a e are 

i n s c r i b e d . Central p r o f i l e s are most cdmmonly in the form of pediments 

(type l ) , although there are three with p r o f i l e s based on i n t e r s e c t i n g 

convex a r c s (type 6 ) . 

The mouldings are, in a l l instances except one, cut on four sides 

and, i n the main, are composed of f i l l e t s and cymas r e v e r s e . The cyma 

mouldings are i n t e r e s t i n g for sometimes they seem to have been carved 
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from templets based on i n t e r s e c t i n g a r c s s i m i l a r to those used by-
masons of Legio XX. 

The mosj! obvious influence on the a l t a r s t y l e s of Cohors I 

Tungrorum i s that of Legio XX. the legion which supplied a commander 

of the u n i t while i t was based at Cramond. This influence i s to be 

seen i n the templets used for cyma mouldings, i n the double-rimmed 

focus, i n the angular straps and i n the i n c i s e d bay-leaf decoration of 

another pair of b o l s t e r s . 

210* An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Nether Cramond. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Mother Goddesses the ?Alatervae 

and to the Mother Goddesses of the parade-ground by Cohors I Tungrorum 

under the command of a oenturion of Legio XX V a l e r i a V i c t r i z . No 

measurements of the stone are preserved. 

The die i s p l a i n . 

According to Horsley's drawing, the b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . 

Horsley's drawing shows the focus BB rectangular, with rim (type 

B6a) and attached to the front and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface 

type 7 ) . 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , deep. 

The focus mount appears to have been i n the form of a pediment 

( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) , "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . 

Horsley's drawing i n d i c a t e s that the mouldings of c a p i t a l and 

base were chamfers. 

This a l t a r i s probably the e a r l i e s t of these set up by Cohors I 

Tungrorum. The shape of the c a p i t a l has fea t u r e s which are at home 

i n the second century but the deep f a s c i a and chamfers suggest that 

the stone does not belong to the f i r s t h a l f of the period and that a 
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date towards the end of the century i s more appropriate. 

RIB 2135 

Gordon, 116} plate XIV, 2. 

Horsley, 205, Soot. XXIX. 

211. An a l t a r from Housesteads* now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and to the D e i t i e s of the 

Emperors by Cohors I Tungrorum under the command of a p r e f e c t whose name 

i s imperfectly preserved. The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 44^-

inches high, 21-^ inches wide and 17f- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s I 6 f 

inches high, 1 7 j inches wide and 14^- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l with t r i p l e decorated straps (type A4b). 

The o e n t r a l strap i s bordered on eaoh side by p r o j e c t i n g bay leaves in 

r e l i e f . The other straps are doublej bay leaves i n r e l i e f p r o j e c t 

towards the c e n t r a l strap from the inner side of these bands. The ends 

of the b o l s t e r s are decorated with r o s e t t e s of s i x p e t a l s in r e l i e f . 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r and almost f l a t . I t has a c e n t r a l hole as i f 

to accommodate a spike. I t measures 12jy inches i n t e r n a l l y and i s -g- inch 

deep. 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth and decorated 

on the front and sides with an i n c i s e d g u i l l o c h e . 

The focuB mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . I t seems to have 

formed a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of two convex a r c s , each of which forms the 

upper edge of a solar disk i n r e l i e f (type 6 ) . Along the lower border 

of the f o o u s mount there i s an i n c i s e d arcade. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

cyma reverse based on tangential a r c s , and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the 
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base these mouldings are reversed, although the cyma i s of a larger 
size. 

This a l t a r i s the most h i g h l y decorated of the stones from the 

workshop of Cohors I Tungrorum. 

RIB 1585 

LS 176 

Gordon, 76} plate XXXV, f i g . 1 . 

Horsley, 220, North XXXIX 

Cat. Ant.. 63, no. 3 1 . 

212 . An a l t a r from Housesteads; now i n the Museum at Cheaters. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Silvanus Cooidius by Quintus Plorius 

Maternus, prefect of Cohors I Tungrorum. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. 

The a l t a r i s 48 inches high, 15 inches wide and 12 inches t h i c k . The 

shaft i s I 6 f - inches high, 13^ inches wide and 9 J inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h twoj-spaced grooves (type A2c). 

The f r o n t s are ou t l i n e d by a moulded r i m . 

The focus i s round, dished (type A2b). I t i s attached to the 

bo l s t e r s by r i b s of uncut stone and to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l 

(upper surface type 9 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 6 j inches? the depth 

i s 1 inch. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , deep and i n s c r i b e d . 

The foous mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . I t i s i n the 

shape of a pediment ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) , the outer edge of which 

i s emphasized by a bead moulding. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a oyma 

reverse based on tan g e n t i a l arcs and a t i n y stepped-in f i l l e t . These 

mouldings are reversed f o r the base and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 
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Another a l t a r dedicated by the same prefect has also been found ( 2 1 3 ) . 
RIB 1578 
L3 182 

Budge, 338-9 , no. 196} f i g . , 45 

Bruce, Wall 3 , 193 

Cheaters Cat.. 32 , no. 230. 

213 . An a l t a r from Housesteadsj now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated to Mars by Quintus F l o r i u s Maternus, prefect 

of Cohors I Tungrorum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r i s 52 inches 

high, 22 inches wide and 1 5 j inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 2 0 f inohes high, 

18£ inches wide and 12f- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . At both back and f r o n t they are 

deoorated w i t h s i x - p e t a l l e d r o s e t t e s i n r e l i e f . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h a double moulded r i m j i t i s dished w i t h 

umbo (type A3b) and i s attached to the bo l s t e r s (upper surface type 2 ) . 

The i n t e r n a l diameter of the focus i s 10 inches. I t i s i f - inches deep. 

The fasoia i s rectangular (type l ) , deep and i n two sections. The 

upper pa r t , separated from the fasci a proper by a t i n y step, i s decorated 

w i t h a band of wavy ornament i n r e l i e f , s i m i l a r t o , but more elaborate 

than, that made by arranging arcs a l t e r n a t e l y conoave and convex, each 

arc springing from the mid-point of i t s neighbour. 

The foous mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) , but sweeps down­

wards to the top of the fas c i a before r i s i n g to form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

of type 7 (three oonvex aros). 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides although the mouldings at the 

baok are mutilated. At the c a p i t a l there i s a small torus, a sagging 
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cyraa and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base there i s a stepped-out 
f i l l e t , a cyma reverse, a f i l l e t and then a f a s c i a decorated w i t h a 
globe, gently curved w i t h i n a sunken roundel and bearing i n r e l i e f the 
e q u i n o c t i a l and s o l s t i t i a l l i n e s . Below t h i s f a s c i a there i s a stepped-
out p l i n t h . 
RIB 1591 
LS 180 

Gordon, 76} plate XXXV, f i g . 2 

Horsley, 220, North XL. 

Cat. Ant.. 64, no. 33• 

214 . An a l t a r from Housesteads) now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and to the D e i t i e s of the 

Emperors by Cohors I Tungrorum under the command of Quintus Verius 

Superstis. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r i s 45^" inches high, 

22 inches wide and 12 inches t h i o k . The shaft i s 23-ijs- inches high, 18 

inohes wide and 9^ inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l , strapped i n the oentre (type A2b). 

The ends are decorated w i t h rosettes w i t h six sunken p e t a l s . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m . I t i s dished to a f l a t bottom 

(type A2b/B6a), and i s attached to the b o l s t e r s by straps (upper surface 

type 2 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 9% inches. The depth i s 1 inch. 

The fascia i s "enlarged", curved under the b o l s t e r s (type 5 ) . I t 

i s i n s c r i b e d . 

The oentral p r o f i l e of the fasoia i s a pediment (type l ) , although 

now i t i s s l i g h t l y damaged. A s i m i l a r feature appears at the back of 

the c a p i t a l . 
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The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the o a p i t a l there i s a 
torus, a smaller torus, an ovolo and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base 
there i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , an ovolo, two t o r i and a p l i n t h . 
RIB 1586 
LS 172 

Horsley, 219, North. XXXVI. 

Cat. Ant. 63 , no. 30* 

215« An a l t a r from Housesteadsj now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Hercules by Cohors I Tungrorum under 

the command of Publius Aelius Modestus, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n sand­

stone. The a l t a r i s 42 inches high, 20^- inches wide and 14^- inches 

t h i c k . The shaft i s 12f- inches high, 1 5 j inches wide and lOf- inches 

t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l (type A l a ) . The ends are decorated 

with grooved roundels w i t h sunken centres. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t i s 

attached to the bolsters and to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper 

surface type 8 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 6 inches and the depth i s 

1^- inches. 

The faBoia i s "enlarged", curved uhder the bol s t e r s (type 5 ) « 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s i n the shape of a pediment (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

torus, a cavetto, a smaller torus and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base 

these mouldings are reversed and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 1580 

LS 179 

Gordon, 7 6j plate XXXV, f i g . 3 . 
Horsley, 220 , North. XLI. 
Cat. Ant. 58 -59 . no. 17• 
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216. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Housesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated to the Mother Goddesses by Cohors I 

Tungrorum. No measurements are preserved. 

Gordon's and Horsley's drawings depict a p l a i n d i e . 

No d e t a i l s of the shaft, bolsters and focus survive. 

The fas c i a i s apparently rectangular (type l ) deep. 

No focus mount i s r e c o r d e d . 

The mouldings of the c a p i t a l seem to have been an ovolo, and two 

stepped-in t o r i . At the base there are two larger t o r i and a stepped-

out p l i n t h . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to comment on t h i s stone except to say that i t 

must come from the t h i r d century or l a t e r . The mouldings suggest that 

i t i s more l i k e l y to be from the t h i r d than the f o u r t h century. 

RIB 1598 

Gordon, 75} plate XXXIII, f i g . 2. 

Horsley, 220, North. XLII 

217* An a l t a r from Housesteads} now i n the Museum at Housesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and to the Dei t i e s of the 

Emperors by Cohors I Tungrorum under the command of Quintus J u l i u s 

Maxiraus, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r i s 47-4 inches 

high, 20£ inches wide and 16^- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 22f inches 

high, 17-4 inches wide and 134- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft, w i t h i n a moulded arch, there i s 

a patera w i t h umbo and knobbed handle set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl 

towards the top of the stone. The s i n i s t e r side of the shaft bears 

an elegant guttus set w i t h i n a moulded arch. The body tapers towards 

the base (type B4) w i t h a convex recess carved i n the pedestal. This 
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may represent the hollow character of the pedestal. The neck of the 
vessel i s long w i t h a spouted mouth. A conoave reoess appears at the 
mouth, echoing the hollowed base. 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h two spaced straps (type A3a). 

Although the f r o n t s of the bolsters are now p l a i n , the back of the 

s i n i s t e r b o lster r e t a i n s traces of a rosette set w i t h i n a groove. This 

perhaps points to a similar decoration's having also existed on the 

other ends of the b o l s t e r s . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h a rim and roughly f l a t t e n e d bottom 

(type B6a). I t i s attached to the bo l s t e r s and to the f r o n t and back 

of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 9)« The i n t e r n a l diameter i s cl­

inches and i t i s £• inch deep. 

The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s much weathered and seems to have an 

"enlarged" fasoia of type 4 , i n s c r i b e d , but at the back of the a l t a r , 

the fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. 

At the baok of the o a p i t a l the foous mount i s between the b o l s t e r s 

(type l ) and i s i n the shape of a pediment ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type l ) . 

A f o u r - p e t a l l e d n a t u r a l i s t i c rosette adorns the gable. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

cyma reversa based on tangential arcs and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the 

base these mouldings are reversed and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 1584 

Haverfield, PSAN3 V, 240 w i t h plate f a c i n g . 

Cowen, PSAN4 I I I , 231 

Haverfield, Arch. J. LXVIII, 145-146, no. 1 . 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Cohors I Tungrorum 

218. An a l t a r from Housesteads Mithraeumj now i n the Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 
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The a l t a r i s dedioated to Mithras by L i t o r i u s Pacatianus, 
b e n e f i c i a r i u s of the governor. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r 
i s 554 inches high, 21^- inches wide and 19 inches t h i c k . The shaft 
i s 2 6 £ inches high, 17^- inches wide and l^g- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The dexter side of the shaft bears a patera set obli q u e l y w i t h 

the bowl towards the base and back of the a l t a r . The bowl has an umbo 

and concentric moulding w i t h i n the bowl. The handle i s unusual i n that 

i t terminates i n two "horns". On the s i n i s t e r side of the shaft there 

i s a guttus w i t h ovoid body and short, broad neck (type B 3 ) . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The ends are undecorated. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , sunken i n t o the top of the c a p i t a l (type 

A l a ) . A groove leads to the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l . The i n t e r n a l diameter 

of the focus i s 8f- inches and i t i s 1 inch deep. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , deep. I t i s inscribed, and 

decorated w i t h a band of s i x inoised, conoave semi-oircles depending 

from the upper edge. This ornamentation i s also to be found at the 

baok and dexter side of the stone. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . I t i s not of 

standard type f o r , before sweeping downwards i n two concave arcs, i t 

curves upwards i n two horns. This may be p a r a l l e l e d on 2 2 1 . The 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s a modification of type 4 and may best be described 

as type 4 / 8 . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there are three 

t i n y stepped-in f i l l e t s , a f i l l e t , a torus and a stepped-in f i l l e t . 

At the base there i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , a torus, a f i l l e t , a stepped-

out f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . These mouldings are not c l a s s i c a l 

i n t h e i r conception and are a pointer to the l a t e date of the a l t a r . 

The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y of t h i r d century date. On the basis of 

the i n s c r i p t i o n , Cumont dates the stone to the year A.D. 246. 

S t y l i s t i c a l l y there i s nothing to object to i n t h i s f o r the deep 
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century. Moreover the focus i s by no means an important feature of 

the c a p i t a l . The shape of the focus mount resembles one carved on an 

a l t a r dedicated by a prefect of Cohors I Tungrorum. That stone was 

no doubt carved by an a u x i l i a r y mason and t h i s a l t a r probably comes 

from the same workshop. 

BIB 1599 

LS 189 

Hodgson, AA1 I , 302, no. 7 j plate f a c i n g 2631 no. 7 . 

Cumont, Textes et Monuments r e l a t i f s aux Mysteres de Mithra (Bruxelles 

1899, 1896) , I I , 161, no. 479* 

Cat. Ant. 69, no. 5 1 . 

219* An a l t a r from Housesteadsj now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and to the d e i t i e s of the 

Emperors by a prefect, presumably of Cohors I Tungrorum. I t i s carved 

i n sandstone. The a l t a r i s 47 inches high, 22-g- inches wide and 1 4 f 

inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 1 8 | inches high, 18-J- inches wide and 12-|-

inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The f r o n t of the dexter 

bolster r e t a i n s traces of a rosette m o t i f . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , sunken, w i t h a f l a t bottom (type B5a). 

The diameter i s 10 inches and i t i s 1^- inches deep. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , deep, and i n s c r i b e d . 

The focus mount i s unusual. I t emerges from below the bolsters 

and r i s e s above them i n two curved horns before sweeping down and 

then upwards to form a more conventional c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 6 

(two convex a r c s ) . A groove runs v e r t i c a l l y from the point of i n t e r -
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section and, on each side, there i s a bucranium i n r e l i e f . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the o a p i t a l there i s an 

ugly p r o j e c t i n g moulding which may be intended as a sagging cyma, and 

a stepped-in f i l l e t or ovolo. The f r o n t of the base i s weathered but 

at the s i n i s t e r side there has been a stepped-out f i l l e t and a cyma 

reversa moulding. There i s no f i l l e t at the dexter side. 

RIB 1588 

LS 175 

Horsley, 220, North. X L I I I 

Cat. Ant.. 61-62, no. 2 5 . 

220. An a l t a r from Housesteads; now i n the Museum at Housesteads. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s defective but enough survives to show that the 

dedication has been to Jupiter and to the D e i t i e s , presumably of the 

Emperors. The name of the cohort does not remain but Wright suggests 

that the prefect mentioned i s Quintus Verius Superstis. The a l t a r i s 

carved i n sandstone. I t i s 43^ inches high, 22 inches wide and 134-

inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 23^- inches high, 17f- inches wide and Sc­

inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h angular straps (type A 2 d ) . One 

l e t t e r of the f i r s t l i n e of the i n s c r i p t i o n are carved on the end of 

each. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , rimmed wi t h f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t i s 

attached to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l and to the bolsters by 

straps (upper surface type 9 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 9f- inches; i t 

i s lj? inches deep. 

The fasci a i s "enlarged," curved under the bo l s t e r s (type 5 ) , and 

insc r i b e d . I t r i s e s to form a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e (type l ) . 
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The a l t a r i s moulded on ifour sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 
cyma reversa mouldings stepped-in to the shaft, the lower one chamfered 
to the d i e . At the base there i s a f i l l e t , an inverted cyma reversa, 
a stepped-out f i l l e t and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r c l e a r l y belongs to the workshop of Cohors I Tungrorum. 

I t i s s i m i l a r i n many ways to 214. 

RIB 1587 
Haverfield, PSAfl3 V, 240 wi t h plate f a c i n g 
Haverfield, Aroh. J . LXVIII, 146-7, no. 2. 

221. An uninscribed a l t a r from House steads; now i n the Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone and i s 47f- inches high. I t i s 24^ 

inches wide and 19^ inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 19^ inches high, 2l£ 

inches wide and 16̂ - inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a guttus w i t h ovoid body, 

long neck and small spouted mouth (type B l ) , w i t h i n a wreath. The s i n i s t e r 

side bears a patera w i t h rim and umbo enoircled by a concentric moulding, 

set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the top of the stone. This i s 

enclosed i n a wreath t i e d by a loose knot of ribbons. 

The b o l s t e r s are damaged but have probably been c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h 

a c e n t r a l strap (type A2b). 

There i s no foous. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2) but r i s e s to form 

"horns" before curving i n t o concave arcs. The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the 

c a p i t a l i s given by a reverse curve at the inner side of each concave 

arc, a t h i r d oonvex arc being sandwiched between the two (type 7)» 

This i s i d e n t i c a l w i t h the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of 213. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l two t i n y 

stepped-in f i l l e t s surmount a large inverted oyma reversa moulding 
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and a t h i r d stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base these mouldings are reversed 
and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The "horns" of the foous mount may be p a r a l l e l e d on an a l t a r 

probably of Cohors I Tungrorum (219) and on another a l t a r from House-

steads (218). The s i m i l a r i t y of focus mount w i t h that of an a l t a r 

probably from the workshop of Cohors I Tungrorum makes possible the 

a t t r i b u t i o n of t h i s stone to the same u n i t , while the connection w i t h 

218 enables i t to be placed i n the mid t h i r d century. 

LS 174 . 

Horsley, 220, North. XXXVIII. 

Cat. Ant.. 104, no. 201. 

222 . An a l t a r of uncertain provenancej now i n the Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the German Mother Goddesses. The r e s t 

of the i n s c r i p t i o n i s defective. The a l t a r i s carved i n cream sandstone. 

I t i s 34^- inches high, 11 inches wide and 10£ inohes t h i c k . The shaft 

i s 12 inches high, 9f- inches wide and 9 inohes t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are; c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h grooved straps (type A2a). The 

ends of the bolsters are outlined by a groove and may have had rosettes 

with incised petals. 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r , sunken wi t h f l a t bottom (type B5a). The 

diameter i s 4g- inches} the foous i s f- inch deep. 

The fasoia i s rectangular (type l ) , deep and inscr i b e d . 

The focus mount i s " f i l l e d - i n " (type 3 ) . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s 

f l a t (type 10) but i n t e r e s t i s given to f r o n t and baok of the c a p i t a l 

by a motif i n r e l i e f } t h i s has been ei t h e r a roundel or a supine 

crescent. Damage prevents c e r t a i n t y . 



228. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 
cyma reverse based on tan g e n t i a l aros and a stepped<-in f i l l e t . At 
the base there are two t o r i separated by a f i l l e t and a stepped p l i n t h . 

The s t y l e of the bolsters and of the focus, and the mouldings 

based on tangential arcs suggest that the a l t a r comes from the workshop 

of Cohors I Tungrorum. The deep, ins c r i b e d fascia suggests a t h i r d -

century date. The roundel or supine crescent at the f r o n t of the 

focus mount may be p a r a l l e l e d on an a l t a r from Housesteads dedicated 

by the Numerus H n a u d i f r i d i . a u n i t which was probably associated w i t h 

Housesteads i n the t h i r d century. This seems to point to Housesteads 

as the find-spot f o r t h i s a l t a r , as Bruce suggested. 

RIB 2064 

LS 186 

Cat. Ant., 64, no. 36 
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Cohors I Vangionum 

Cohors I Vangionum ha£ a w e l l defined t r a d i t i o n of sculpture 

revealed both by i t s b u i l d i n g i n s c r i p t i o n s and by i t s a l t a r s . 

The die of a l t a r s i s usually p l a i n but may be panelled. The 

shaft i s often decorated w i t h carvings of s a c r i f i c i a l implements and 

vessels. 

Bolsters may be strapped and the ends decorated with rosettes or 

bosses. The focus i s an important feature and i n one instance has the 

form of a handled dish. 

Fasciae are "enlarged" and often bear i n t e r e s t i n g decorative sohemes. 

Central p r o f i l e s are e i t h e r gabled (type l ) , or f l a t (type 10). 

Mouldings are not u s u a l l y very elaborate. F i l l e t s , t o r i and 

chamfers are the most common. 

The main influence on the s t y l e s of Cohors I Vangionum seems to 

spring from Legio XX. The u n i t may have been i n contact w i t h the legion 

at Benwell before moving to Risingham. The decorated fasciae, the focus 

i n the form of a handled dish and the supine crescent i n r e l i e f may 

a l l be p a r a l l e l e d on legionary stones. The angular straps of an a l t a r 

from Brougham also seem to come from t h i s t r a d i t i o n , and i t seems l i k e l y 

t h a t a detaohment of the cohort was Berving i n Westmorland. Another 

stone, from Kirkby Thore, has ornamentation which may be found on a 

dedication from Risingham. 

The a l t a r s of V e x i l l a t i o Gaesatorum Raetorum, which was stationed 

at Risingham with Cohors I Vangionum, probably belong to the same 

workshop. Moreover, the decoration of one Risingham a l t a r i s s t r i k i n g l y 

s i m i l a r to that of the imposing a l t a r erected by V e x i l l a t i o Sueborum 

at Lanchester. This suggests that e i t h e r a mason from Cohors I Vangionum 

was seconded to V e x i l l a t l o Sueborum or that a s k i l l e d craftsman from 

Lanchester moved to the u n i t at Risingham. 
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223« Three fragments of an a l t a r from Benwell; now i n the 
Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the god Antenociticus by Cohors I 

Vangionum. I t i s carved i n buff sandstone. The height of the 

survi v i n g fragments i s 2$jr inches and the c a p i t a l as i t now remains 

i s 19f- inches wide and 13 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 15 inches wide. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s i n a sunken panel o u t l i n e d by a double bead 

moulding. 

The s i n i s t e r side of the shaft r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l form; a 

panel i s ou t l i n e d by a bead moulding. 

The upper part of the a l t a r i s very badly damaged and no trace 

of b o l s t e r s , focus, fascia or focus mount remains. 

The mouldings of the c a p i t a l have a l l been chipped away. 

This stone i s probably the e a r l i e s t i n the series of stones from 

the workshop of Cohors I Vangionum and i s no doubt to be plaoed i n 

the seoond oentury. 

RIB 1328 

LS 29 

Spain and Bosanquet, NCH X I I I , 55?t n°» 3 w i t h p l a t e . 

Cat. Ant.. 55» n o « 3« 

224 . An a l t a r from Risinghamj now b u i l t i n t o a w a l l at T r i n i t y 

College, Cambridge. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Hercules by Lucius Aemilius Salvianus, 

tribune of Cohors I Vangionum. I t i s carved i n sandstone, reddened 

by f i r e . The a l t a r i s 49 inches high, 25J inches wide and 18^ inches 

t h i c k . The shaft i s 11% inches high and 2 3 f inches wide. 
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The i n s c r i p t i o n i s i n a sunken panel 2 l £ inches wide. 

On the dexter side of the shaft a docile b u l l i n r e l i e f , i t s 

neck and b e l l y bound by f i l l e t s , moves towards the f r o n t of the 

a l t a r . On the s i n i s t e r side of the shaft there i s a semi-circle i n 

r e l i e f below which a swag depends, bound with six f i l l e t s and having 

long ends terminating i n tass e l s . 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l and double strapped (type A3a). 

The ends are damaged. 

The foous i s e l l i p t i c a l w i t h the long axis from f r o n t to back, 

and set so that i t i s nearer to the f r o n t than to the back of the 

c a p i t a l . I t i s dished (type A2b) and i s attached by straps to the 

bolsters (upper surface type 3 ) . I t measures 8^ inches i n t e r n a l l y 

from side to side and 1 0 j inches form f r o n t to baok. I t i s 2£ inches 

deep. 

The fascia and base are moulded (type 2 ) . At the c a p i t a l there 

i s a f l a t t e n e d torus, a f i l l e t and an ovolo. The equivalent mouldings 

of the base are two debased t o r i . At the sides of the c a p i t a l 

rectangular fasciae of type 1 may be found. The fascia at the f r o n t 

of the a l t a r i s damaged but seems to have been "enlarged" as w e l l as 

moulded. 

The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l i s damaged but traces of a gable o u t l i n e d 

i n r e l i e f remain (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s f u l l y moulded only at the f r o n t of the stone. The 

sides are chamfered. At the c a p i t a l the mouldings, below the fascia 

are a f i l l e t , two stepped-in small t o r i and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At 

the base there are four stepped-out t o r i , then the extra mouldings 

noted above and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.J). 205-208 

(BIB 1 2 3 4 ) . The design of the a l t a r i s ambitious but technique 

has not been equal to conception and i n many ways the execution i s 

crude. The top of the a l t a r , f o r instance, i s higher at the back 
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than at the f r o n t and the straps of the hol s t e r s are not w e l l carved. 
Nevertheless the a l t a r gives an i n s i g h t i n t o the motifs current amongst 
the masons of Cohors I Vanglonum at the turn of the oentury. 
RIB 1215 
LjS 598 

Horsley, 235, North. LXXXI 

Richmond, NCH XV, 133, no. 1 1 . 

225• An a l t a r , now l o s t , from RiBingham. 

The name of the d e i t y i s lacking but the a l t a r was erected by 

Cohors I Vangionum under the command of Marcus Peregrinius Super, 

t r i b u n e . Horsley states that i t i s carved i n reddish stone. No measure­

ments are recorded. 

According to Horsley 1 s sketch and\^he drawing reproduced i n RIB 

from a Bodleian rwf., the die i s p l a i n . 

No d e t a i l s of bo l s t e r s or focus remain although the ends of bolsters 

appear i n Horsley's drawing. 

I f the topmost element of the mouldings of the c a p i t a l shown i n 

the mi. drawing i s the f a s c i a , then t h i s feature i s rectangular (type l ) , 

narrow. Horsley, however, shows an "enlarged" fascia (type 5 ) decorated 

w i t h a f l a t t e n e d supine crescent. 

The a l t a r has a moulded c a p i t a l and base. According to RIB, the 

upper set of mouldings seems to have been an ovolo or cavetto, a f i l l e t , 

a cyma rec t a and a bead moulding. At the base there seems to have been 

a bead moulding, an inverted cyma recta and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

Horsley shows a chamfer at the c a p i t a l and a chamfer and f i l l e t at the 

base. 

The a l t a r probably comes from the t h i r d century when Cohors I 

Vangionum was stationed at Risingham. The supine crescent may be 
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p a r a l l e l e d on 228. 

RIB 1231 

Horsley, 237, North. LXXXVI. 

Richmond, NCH XV, 139, no. 28 

226. An a l t a r from Risingham; now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the fods who dwell i n t h i s place by-

J u l i u s V i c t o r , t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r i s 28 

inches high, 14 inches wide and 12-^ inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 15§ 

inches high, 12 inches wide and l l f - inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . They are damaged at the f r o n t . 

The focus i s e l l i p t i c g l , dished w i t h rim (type A2b;). I t i s attached 

to the bo l s t e r s and to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l ^ making a 

lozenge shape (upper surface type 11). I t measures i n t e r n a l l y 4 j inches 

from side to side and 5 inches from f r o n t to back. I t i s -g- inch deep. 

The focus displays signs of burning. 

The fasoia i s "enlarged," curved under the bol s t e r s (type 5 ) ' I * 

r i s e s to a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e (type l ) . The gable i s ou t l i n e d 

by a p l a i n , f l a t moulding. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there are 

two t o r i . At the base there i s a small chamfer. 

J u l i u s Victor was tribune of Cohors I Vangionum (250() so that t h i s 

a l t a r may be ascribed to the masons of th a t u n i t . The style of the 

c a p i t a l and the chamfered base point to a date i n the t h i r d century, 

a period when i t i s e n t i r e l y appropriate f o r J u l i u s V i c t o r to have 

been i n command. 
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RIB 1208 

LS 605 

Richmond, NCH XV, 136, no. 23. 

B e l l , AA1 I I I , 155, no. 6 plate facing 153, no. 6. 

Cat. Ant.. 56-57, no. 9. 

227* An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Risingham. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Hercules by J u l i u s Paullus, t r i b u n e . 

No measurements are reoorded. 

The die, according to Horsley*s drawing, i s p l a i n . 

The upper part of the a l t a r i s not known so that d e t a i l s of the 

b o l s t e r s , foous and f a s c i a are wanting. 

The a l t a r i s moulded. At the base there are f i v e stepped-out 

t o r i and a p l i n t h . 

A b u i l d i n g i n s c r i p t i o n (RIB 1241) records J u l i u s Paullus as tribune 

of Cohors I Vangionum so that t h i s a l t a r may w i t h confidence be ascribed 

to the masons of that u n i t . The stone therefore i s most l i k e l y of t h i r d 

century date. 

RIB 1213 

Horsley, 236, North. LXXXIII. 

Richmond, NCH XV, 133, no. 12. 

228. An a l t a r , probably from Risingham} now at Hallington H a l l , 

Nor thumber1and. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s defective but the dedicator has been oonneoted 

w i t h Cohors I Vangionum. The a l t a r i s carved i n buff sandstone. I t 

i s 37^ inches high, 20 inches wide and 12 inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s 

15̂ - inches high, 18̂ - inches wide and 11 inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 
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On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a patera set ob l i q u e l y 
w i t h the bowl towards the base and f r o n t of the stone. The bowl i s 
very shallow and i s dished w i t h a large, f l a t t i s h umbo. The handle 
i s grooved along i t s length i n i m i t a t i o n of f l u t i n g . On the s i n i s t e r 
side of the shaft there i s a k n i f e w i t h t r i a n g u l a r blade (type 4 ) . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 

The focus i s i n the form of an oval dish w i t h ansa-shaped handles, 

s i m i l a r to that decorating the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l of an a l t a r of 

Cohors IV Gallorum from Chesterholm ( l 6 0 ) . The dish measures 7 inches 

from side to side and 4 inohes from baok to f r o n t . The depth i s •§- inch. 

The fas c i a i s "enlarged" (type 7)» decorated w i t h a supine crescent 

i n r e l i e f . The sides of the fascia are also decorated. Sowards the 

f r o n t of the dexter side of the c a p i t a l there i s a roundel w i t h two 

concentric r i n g s and boss. There i s a s i m i l a r roundel, but la r g e r , on 

the s i n i s t e r side. This motif i s placed c e n t r a l l y and has a large boss. 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the a l t a r i s f l a t (type 10). 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

shallow cyma reverse and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base there i s a 

stepped-out f i l l e t , a wider f i l l e t and a p l i n t h . 

Judging by i t s shape, the a l t a r seems to belong to the post-

Severan age. 

RIB 1230 

LS mentioned with 566 

JRS XLVIII, 151, no. 7. 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Cohors I Vangionum. 

229. An a l t a r found at C l i f t o n , Westmorland, but probably from 

Brougham; now i n the garden of Mr. J.H. B r e t t , 137 f 

Pishpool Street, St. Albans. 



236. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter and to the Genius of t h i s place 

by Subrius A p o l l i n a r i s , a princeps of Cohors I V I t i s 

carved i n cream sandstone. The a l t a r i s 37 inches high, 154- inches wide 

and 11-jg- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 20j? inches high, 12^ inches wide and 

10̂ - inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a guttus w i t h ovoid body 

and neck gradually merging i n t o the body (type B2). The handle i s 

indicated by a groove and the body restB on a small pedestal. The 

s i n i s t e r side bears a r e l i e f of a patera set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl 

towards the top of the stone. The bowl has no rim but has an umbo. I t 

i s possible t h a t the handle has been animal-headed. 

The c y l i n d r i c a l shape of the bol s t e r s i s suggested by t h e i r ends 

although the focus i s so large that i t oversells them and prevents Ifcheir 

being f u l l y carved. Angular straps g i r d l e the bolsters (type A2d). The 

ends of the bolsters have been decorated w i t h an incised eight-spoked 

wheel or rosette w i t h i n an incised roundel. 

The focua i s raised above the l e v e l of the top of the b o l s t e r s . 

I t i s roughly c i r c u l a r and s l i g h t l y dished. There i s no rim (type A l a ) . 

I t i s attached to the straps of the bol s t e r s (upper surface type 5/3)• 

The focus i s 8 inches i n diameter from side to side and i s ̂  inch deep. 

The fascia i s "enlarged," f l a t under the bo l s t e r s (type 3)» and 

i n s c r i b e d . I t r i s e s to a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 1 (pediment). 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there are 

two stepped-in f i l l e t s and at the base there are two stepped-out f i l l e t s 

and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n suggests that the u n i t commanded by the princeps 

i s Cohors I Vangionum. The enlarged f a s c i a , the s a c r i f i c i a l vessels on 

the shaft and the simple mouldings are a l l i n keeping w i t h the t r a d i t i o n s 

of t h i s cohort. The shape of the fascia seems to indicate that a date 

i n the mid-second century or s l i g h t l y l a t e r would not be amiss. 
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RIB 792 

LS 809 

Bruce, Wall 3, 361 w i t h f i g . 

B i r l e y , CW2 XXXII, 132, no. 7 

230. An a l t a r from Risingham} now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mars Victor by a freedman. The a l t a r 

i s carved i n buff sandstone and i s 50 inches high. I t i s 20 inches wide 

and 11 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 19ij inches high, 17^ inches wide and 

10£- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The top i s damaged and no traces of bolsters and focus are preserved. 

Damage to the c a p i t a l prevents any descr i p t i o n of fascia and focus mount. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 

t o r i . At the base there are also two t o r i , the upper w i t h a decoration 

of v e r t i c a l p a r a l l e l grooves. This i s s i m i l a r to the decoration of a 

bu i l d i n g slab from Risingham, set up by Cohors I Vangionum and suggests 

that a u x i l i a r y masons from t h i s u n i t may be responsible f o r the carving 

of t h i s stone also. 

I f the a l t a r i s to be a t t r i b u t e d to Cohors I Vangionum. i t probably 

dates from the t h i r d century. 

RIB 1223 

Cat. Ant.. 73, no. 65. 

231. An a l t a r probably from Risingham; now b u i l t i n t o the garage 

at Townfoot Farm, Bast V/oodburn. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Cocidius and Silvanus. I t i s carved i n 
buff sandstone. The a l t a r i s 41 inches high, 21-̂ - inches wide and 12 
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inches t h i c k , as i t now appears. The shaft i s 20£ inches high, 20£ 
inches wide and 12-g- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a triangular-bladed k n i f e 

(type 4)» and axe wi t h s t r a i g h t - s i d e d blade not p r o j e c t i n g beyond the 

shaft (type 4 ) . In each case the blade i s towards the base of the a l t a r . 

The s i n i s t e r side of the shaft c a r r i e s representations of a guttus and a 

patera, both of which are set h o r i z o n t a l l y . The guttus has an ovoid body 

with short, broad neck (type B3). The patera has a rim and umbo w i t h 

depressed centre. The bowl i s towards the f r o n t of the stone. 

The top of the a l t a r has gone and there are no signs of bolsters 

or focus. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , deep, and decorated. On the 

f r o n t , a male f i g u r e stands a s t r i d e . He wears a short tunic and holds 

a bow i n h i s l e f t hand. At the dexter side of the stone, from beneath 

a damaged t r e e , a deer moves towards the f i g u r e while at the other side 

an animal, probably a dog, s i t s on his hindquarters under another t r e e . 

The whole group i s framed i n a p l a i n , f l a t border. Richmond in t e r p r e t e d 

t h i s scene as a depiction of Cocidius i n h i s aspect of Silvanus the 

hunter. The s i n i s t e r side of the c a p i t a l i s also decorated. Here the 

scene i s again sylvan. A doe and her young walk past a tr e e . The dexter 

panel i s missing. 

The top of the c a p i t a l i s now f l a t (type 10). 

The a l t a r i s moulded at least on three sides. At the c a p i t a l 

a f l a t t e n e d , p r o j e c t i n g moulding acts as a frame f o r the sculptured panel. 

At the base three t o r i are now v i s i b l e . 

The s t y l e of the decorated c a p i t a l i s reminiscent of the c a p i t a l 

of 235, a stone which c l e a r l y comes from a m i l i t a r y workshop, probably 

that of Cohors I Vangionum. Moreover the size of the a l t a r indicates 

the social status of the dedicator and makes i t l i k e l y that he was eit h e r 

a c i v i l or m i l i t a r y o f f i c i a l . On balance i t seems possible to ascribe 
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t h i s a l t a r to army masons for i t has the s a c r i f i c i a l vessels on the shaft. 
I t seems l i k e l y that i t comes from the workshop of Cohors I Vangionum 
and that i t i s of t h i r d century date. 
RIB 1207; pla t e XVII. 

Richmond, NCH XV, 139, no. 29? 137, f i g . 38? 138, f i g . 39• 

232. An a l t a r from Risingham} now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Fortune by Gaius Valerius Longinus, 

tr i b u n e . I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The a l t a r i s 39*" inches high, 

19§- inches wide and l6f- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 16§- inches high, 

18̂ - inches wide and 15f- inches t h i c k . The a l t a r stands on a socketed 

base 8 inches high, 37 inches wide and 24 inches t h i c k , apon which the 

i n s c r i p t i o n i s repeated. 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s a guttus with ovoid body 

and short broad neck (type B3). A patera appears on the s i n i s t e r side 

of the shaft, set obliquely w i t h the bowl towards the top and f r o n t of 

the stone. I t has a raised rim and umbo which i t s e l f has another small 

boss w i t h i n i t . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The ends are decorated w i t h 

rosettes of six petals o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f set w i t h i n moulded rims and 

separated by chip-carving. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h rim (type A2b). I t measures 

6 inches i n t e r n a l l y and i s f- inch deep. I t displays signs of burning. 

Two f o c i are carved i n the base} one, 7^ inches i n diameter and 1 inch 

deep, i s o u t l i n e d by an incised l i n e and has a large umbo; the other 

i s a sunken roundel, 2\ inches i n diameter. 

The fascia i s "enlarged", f l a t under the bol s t e r s (type 3) and 

decorated. A row of six baluster-shaped columns wi t h c a p i t a l s and 
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bases, supports two cross-beams on which a pediment, o u t l i n e d by a 
pl a i n moulding r e s t s . The two innermost columns support a t h i r d cross­
beam at a lower l e v e l , and from t h i s an arch springs. At the sides of 
the c a p i t a l there i s an i v y l e a f t e n d r i l i n r e l i e f . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s a pediment (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

torus moulding. At the base there are two small t o r i , two f i l l e t s 

i n c l i n e d inwards and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The enlarged, decorated f a s c i a , and the debased mouldings suggest 

that t h i s stone belongs to the t h i r d , rather than to the second century. 

Indeed i t seems l i k e l y that the a l t a r was oarved by masons of Cohors I 

Vangionum. 

RIB 1210 

LS 600 

Richmond, NCH XV, 133, no. 13f plate facing 136. 

Cat. Ant., 57» no. 11. 

233* An a l t a r from Risinghamj now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Fortune the Home-bringer by J u l i u s 

Severinus, t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The a l t a r i s 36f-

inches high, 18§- inches wide and 17̂ - inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 14 

inches high, 16̂ - inches wide and 15-g- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The dexter side of the shaft i s ornamented by an axe of either 

type 1 or type 2 and a kn i f e w i t h broad blade curving towards the t i p 

(type 2 ) . On the s i n i s t e r side there i s a guttus w i t h globular body 

and long neck w i t h spouted mouth (type A l ) , and a patera w i t h umbo 

w i t h depressed centre set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the top 

of the a l t a r . 
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The hol s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The ends have rims and large 
bosses. 

The foous i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and large, f l a t umbo (type A2g).» 

I t has an i n t e r n a l diameter of 6f- inches and i s 1-^ inches deep. I t 

shows signs of burning. A small sunken roundel appears i n the angle 

formed by the dexter bolster and the back of the c a p i t a l . This may be 

a second focus. 

The fascia i s "enlarged" } f l a t under the bolsters and decorated 

(type 3 ) ' The main motif i s an a r c h i t e c t u r a l facade the c e n t r a l feature 

of which i s a round-headed, shouldered recess, set w i t h i n a pediment from 

whicn p e l l e t s depend. This c a l l s to mind the treatment of gables on 

some Roman coins^*. Flanking the recess there i s a row of three c y l i n d r i c a l 

columns w i t h pronounced bases and c a p i t a l s , the l a t t e r surmounted by t i n y 

arches. The shaft of the middle column i s cabled. Below t h i s facade 

there has been a sunken panel but t h i s i s much damaged. The c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l has been a pediment (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At both c a p i t a l and base 

there i s a chamfer. 

The f r o n t of the base i s ornamented by a band of chip-carved bar 

s a l t i r e set w i t h i n incised l i n e s . 

The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y l i n k e d with 232 i n v i r t u e of the s i m i l a r i t y 

of the decorated f a s c i a . It'seems l i k e l y that the stones were carved 

i n the same workshop, most probably that of Cohors I Vangionum i n the 

t h i r d century. 

RIB 1212 

L3 602 

Richmond, NCH XV, 133-134, no. 14? plate f a c i n g 136. 

Cat. Ant.. 57-58, no. 12. 

1. See I , p.*4. 
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College, Cambridge. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the god Mogonitus Cad.... by a 

be n e f l o i a r i u s consularis. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r i s 

20 inches high, 13f- inohes wide and 11 inohes t h i c k . The shaft i s 12f-

inches high, and 12f- inohes wide. 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

There are neither bolsters nor focus. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth and i n s c r i b e d . 

The upper p r o f i l e of the a l t a r i s f l a t (type 10). 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. A chamfer appears at both 

c a p i t a l and base. 

The inscribed f a s c i a and the chamfers suggest that t h i s a l t a r 

comes from the t h i r d century. Although TSeneficiarii were independent 

of the u n i t s garrisoning f o r t s , i t seems l i k e l y that important o f f i c i a l s 

of t h i s kind would have had the resources of a u x i l i a r y craftsmen at 

t h e i r disposal, e s p e c i a l l y i n times of peace. I t seems probable then 

th a t t h i s stone was carved i n the workshop of Cohors I Vangionum. 

RIB 1225 

LS 6O3 

Richmond, NCH XV, 137, no. 24} plate f a c i n g 64. 

B i r l e y , JRS LVI, 228. 

235* An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Risingham. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mars Victor by J u l i u s P u b l i l i u s 

Pius, t r i b u n e . No measurements are reoorded. 

Horsley's drawing shows the die to be p l a i n . 

No d e t a i l s of the b o l s t e r s and focus are known. 

The f a s c i a i s apparently rectangular (type l ) , deep, and 
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decorated w i t h f u l l length f i g u r e s of Mars and V i c t o r y . Mars i s on 
the dexter side and wears a strange k i l t - l i k e garment. He holds a 
spear i n h i s r i g h t hand and grasps a shield w i t h h i s l e f t . He seems 
to have a helmet on his head. Vi c t o r y stands beside him r e s t i n g her 
weight on her l e f t l e g . She i s draped but w i t h the r i g h t leg bare 
from the t h i g h . She has small wings and holds a l o f t i n her r i g h t hand 
a globe, on which the s o l s t i t i a l l i n e s are marked, while grapping a 
palm branch i n the other hand. 

The a l t a r i s moulded. I t i s d i f f i c u l t to know whether there have 

been mouldings at the c a p i t a l but at the base there are apparently two 

t o r i . 

On the base there i s a bucranium. 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to ascribe t h i s a l t a r to a workshop though i t 

c l e a r l y has a f f i n i t i e s w i t h 231. The f i g u r e of Mars and V i c t o r y appear 

on a dedication slab of CohorB I Vangionum from Risingham and i t i s a 

d i s t i n c t p o s s i b i l i t y that the a l t a r comes from masons of that u n i t . 

RIB 1221 

Warburton, 

Horsley, 236, North. LXXXIII. 

Richmond, NCH XV, 134, no. 16. 

236. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Risingham. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s defective but s u f f i c i e n t remains to show that 

the a l t a r has been dedicated to Mars V i c t o r . No measurements are 

preserved. 

The die and shaft, according to Warburton's Map of Northumberland. 

are p l a i n . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 
The focus i s rectangular, sunken. 
The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" (type 7)« 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t (type 10). 
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The a l t a r i s moulded on at least three sides. At the c a p i t a l 
there seem to be two t o r i separated by a f i l l e t . At the base the 
t o r i seem to be replaced by chamfers and there i s a p l i n t h . 

The dedication indicates that the a l t a r was set up by s o l d i e r s . 

The shape of the c a p i t a l suggests a t h i r d - c e n t u r y date so that an 

a t t r i b u t i o n to Cohors I Vangionum i s not u n l i k e l y . 

RIB 1222 

Warburton. 

Richmond, NCE XV, 134, no. 17• 

237. The c a p i t a l of an a l t a r from Risinghamj now i n the Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The c a p i t a l i s carved i n buff sandstone. I t i s 13 inches high, 

23 inches wide and 15 inches t h i c k . 

At the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l there are a c r o t e r i a . There are no 

bol s t e r s . 

In the centre of the c a p i t a l there i s a square, raised panel 

which may be intended to act as the focus (type D12). I t measures 

12 inches from s i d e to Bide and 14^" inches from f r o n t to back. 

The f a s c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , deep and decorated. At 

the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l , i n a sunken panel ou t l i n e d by a p l a i n , f l a t 

border, there are four trees, behind which a b u l l moves towards the 

dexter side of the stone. On the dexter side of the c a p i t a l there 

are two swags w i t h pendants, while on the s i n i s t e r side two p l a i n 

swags, bound by f i l l e t s , appear i n a sunken panel. 

The find-spot of the c a p i t a l and the motif of trees and b u l l 

c a l l s to mind the c a p i t a l of an a l t a r from the same s i t e on which 

trees and animals are depicted. I t seems l i k e l y that t h i s stone i s 

from a m i l i t a r y workshop; i t may we l l be that of Cohors I Vangionum. 

Bruce, AA2 I , 240, no. 55 w i t h f i g . 
Richmond, NCH XV, 143, no. 50 . 

Cat. Ant., 118, no. 318. 
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CohorB I I Delmatarum 

Only one a l t a r mentioning t h i s u n i t survives, and i t i s a 

small and unimportant one. The grooved focus suggests that i t comes 

from the t h i r d century. 

238. An a l t a r from near T h i r l w a l l Castlej now i n the Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Veteris by J u l i u s Pastor, imaglnifer 

of Cohors I I Delmatarum. I t i s carved i n g r i t t y sandstone and i s 

14j!i- inches high. I t i s 9 inches wide and 6 -̂ inches t h i c k . The shaft 

i s 9f- inches high, 7-is- inches wide and 4-2 inches t h i o k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 

The focus i s rectangular and marked only by a groove (type C 8 ) . 

I t measures i n t e r n a l l y 2 j inches from f r o n t to back and 4-g- inches from 

side to side. 

There i s no r e a l fascia or focus mount. The top of the a l t a r 

i s f l a t except f o r the incised focus. 

The upper p r o f i l e of the a l t a r i s f l a t (type 1 0 ) . 

Mouldings are of the simplest. At the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l 

and of the base there i s an ovolo. The sides of the c a p i t a l have 

no moulding other than a step. 

The absence of bol s t e r s and the grooved focus place t h i s a l t a r 

i n the t h i r d century. The mason responsible f o r the carving may wel l 

have been influenced by the craftsmen working at Lanchester during 

t h i s period (e#. 5 1 1 , 513, 5 2 7 ) , and so the a l t a r i s included i n 

Legio XX's group. 

RIB 1795 

LS 316 

l&ruce, Wall 2 , 399 w i t h f i g . 
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Cohors IV Lingonum 

Of the three a l t a r s from Wallsend naming Cohors IV Lingonum. two 

have panelled dies and shafts h i g h l y ornamented w i t h s a c r i f i c i a l 

implements and vessels, snakes and a human f i g u r e . I n addition the 

base of one stone depicts an anguipes. an unusual motif but one which 

occurs on a c o f f i n from Chester.^* 

One of the a l t a r s (239) i s of conventional shape w i t h p l a i n b o l s t e r s . 

One i s a fragment and the t h i r d has a t h i r d - c e n t u r y - s t y l e c a p i t a l with 

b o l s t e r s indicated only by rosetted roundels, w i t h f l a t top and chamfers. 

The focus of the conventional a l t a r i s flat-bottomed and i s attached to 

the focus mount. 

Both of the well-preserved a l t a r s (239 and 241) have rectangular 

fasciae)one of them hi g h l y ornamented. The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the foarus 

mount of the conventional a l t a r (type 2 ) i s formed by two convex arcs 

(type 6 ) . 

The mouldings of the conventional a l t a r (239) are the cyma reversa 

and cavetto. 

The panelled dies and l a v i s h l y ornamented shafts put the products of 

t h i s workshop i n the stream of t r a d i t i o n emanating from the craftsmen 

of either Legio XX or of Legio V I . A l l three stones apparently date from 

the t h i r d century at a time when Legio VI's influence was i n the ascendant. 

Nevertheless, the highly decorated fascia and the presence of the anguipes 

t i p the balance i n favour of Legio XX. 

239 . An a l t a r , broken across the shaft, from Wallsendj now i n the 

Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by Cohors IV Lingonum under the 

command of J u l i u s Honoratus, centurion of Legio I I Augusta. I t i s carved 

1 . Wright and Richmond, op. c i t . , 5 1 , no. 138} plate XXXV. 
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i n sandstone. The a l t a r i s 36 inches high, 16^- inches wide and 16 
inches t h i c k and i s i n a socketed base 6 -̂ inches high, 23|f inches wide 
and 24£ inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 19f- inches high, ll£ inches wide 
and lOig- inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are pla i n (type A l a ) , and set away from the edges of the 

o a p i t a l . The unadorned f r o n t s of the bolsters are not quite c i r c u l a r } 

t h e i r lower side i s f l a t . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). I t i s 

attached to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l by two proje c t i o n s (upper 

surface type 7 ) which give a spouted appearance to the focus. The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 5* inches and i t i s 1 inch deep. 

The fasci a i s rectangular (type l ) , narrow. At the back and dexter 

side diagonal grooves appear. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " (type 2 ) . I t r i s e s to form 

two small arcs ( c e n t r a l p r o f i l e type 6 ) , w i t h traces of an incised 

gable s t i l l remaining. At the back of the c a p i t a l the upper p r o f i l e 

i s s i m i l a r but i n a d d i t i o n , a sunken band runs across the c a p i t a l which 

swells to form two semi-circles below the arcs of the focus mount. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides although at the back of the stone 

the mouldings are s i m p l i f i e d . At the c a p i t a l there i s a small cavetto 

and a cyma reversa based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs. At the base these 

mouldings appear i n reverse and there i s a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r probably comes from the ea r l y part of the t h i r d century 

when Cohors IV Lingonum was stationed at Wallsend. 

RIB 1299 

Spain and Bosanquet, MCH X I I I , 541» n o • 1 w i t h p l a t e . 

Cat. Ant., 59-60, no. 1 9 . 
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240. Two fragments of an a l t a r from Wallsend} now.in the Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r has been dedicated to Jupiter by Cornelius Celer, prefect 

of Cohors IV Lingonum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The stone measures 

10 inches i n height, 15 inches i n width and i s 12-g- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s flanked by two torus mouldings. The panel they form i s 

lOijr inches wide. 

The s i d e s of the shaft are edged by a l a r g e rounded moulding. On 

the d e x t e r s i d e of the Bh a f t t h e r e i s a r e l i e f of a f i g u r e f a c i n g 

f o r w a r d s , and wearing a belted, sleeved t u n i c . On the s i n i s t e r s i d e 

t h e r e i s a large cleaver ( t y p e 4 ) and p a r t o f an axe. 

RIB 1301 

Spain and Bosanquet, NCH X I I I , 542, no. 3? w i t h p l a t e , 5 4 1 . 

Cat. Ant.. 75, no. 7 2 . 

2 4 1 . The upper part of an a l t a r from Wallsend} now i n the Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The al$ar i s dedicated to Jupiter by Aelius Rufus, prefect of 

Cohors IV Lingonum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The stone i s 37f- inches 

high, 17-J- inches wide and 13 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 17 inches wide 

and 12 inches t h i c k . 

The die i s a sunken panel 14-jt inches wide, out l i n e d by a bead 

moulding. 

The sides of the shaft are panelled, with a beaded border. On the 

dexter side there i s a triangular-bladed k n i f e (type 4 ) , an axe w i t h 

divergent s t r a i g h t blade and square and (type 3 ) , a guttus w i t h globular 

body, and long neck w i t h spout (type A l ) , and a bucranium. On the 

s i n i s t e r side there i s a patera w i t h umbo. set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl 

towards the base of the stone and flanked by two serpents. 
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The top of the a l t a r i s now f l a t . The b o l s t e r s are indicated by 
roundels at the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l . They are decorated with aix-
p e t a l l e d rosettes i n r e l i e f set w i t h i n a raised r i m . 

I f any focus existed i t has been cut away. 

The fascia i s "enlarged" (type 7 ) , and decorated. Across the f r o n t 

of the stone, a band of twelve upright chevrons i n r e l i e f i s placed 

above a series of fourteen bar s a l t i r e s or vesicae p i s o i s . Between the 

roundels of the bolsters a diagonal bar, possibly a palm branch, i s set 

on e i t h e r side of a roundel, or wreath. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the f r o n t of the stone there 

i s a chamfer. The sides of the c a p i t a l are roughly c h i s e l l e d f l a t . 

The dexter side of the base bears a representation of an anguipes. 

The a l t a r no doubt comes from the t h i r d century. 

RIB 1300 

LS 1. 

Brand, Arch V I I I , 3265 plate XXI, 1, 2, 3 facing 326 
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Cohors VI JJerviorum 

242. The lower part of an a l t a r from Rough Castle? now i n the 

National Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Victory by Cohors VI Nerviorum under the 

acting command of Plavius Betto, centurion of Legio XX Valeria V i c t r i x . 

I t i s carved i n sandstone. The stone i s 27 inches high, 17 inches wide 

and 11-g- inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 1 2 j inches wide and 7-g- inches t h i c k . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. A well-cut stepped-out cavetto 

i s Bet above a f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r probably dates from the Antonine period. The cavetto of 

the base i s i d e n t i c a l i n size and proportion to that on an a l t a r of 

Legio XX from Chester (RIB 452) and t h i s , together with the f a c t t h a t 

the acting commandant of the cohort i s from the same legion suggests 

that Cohors VI Nerviorum was associated w i t h Legio XX at le a s t during 

the f i r s t h a l f of the second century. 

RIB 2144 

Macdonald, 418-419> no. 34; plate XL, 1. 
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Cuneus Frisiorum 

This u n i t was associated w i t h Cohors I Tungrorum at Housesteads 

i n the t h i r d century. 

243* An a l t a r from Housesteads} now i n the Museum at Chesters. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Mars, the two Alaisiagae and the Deity 

of the Emperor by German soldier s of the Cuneus Frisiorum Vercovicianorum. 

I t i s carved i n huff sandstone. The a l t a r i s 50 incheB high, 22^- inches 

wide and 17 inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 23-J- inches high, 18-f- inches 

wide and 12f- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On the dexter side of the shaft there i s an axe of pick-axe type 

(type l i ) , and a k n i f e w i t h a broad c u t t i n g edge, sharply angled to the 

t i p (type l ) . The s i n i s t e r side bears representations of a guttus and 

patera. The guttus has a globular body wi t h a short broad neck (type 

A 2 ) . I t i s not carved i n an upright p o s i t i o n but i s apparently l y i n g 

on i t s side. This suggests that the motif was carved at the same time 

as other parts of the a l t a r were being fashioned and that more than 

one mason was at work on the stone. The patera has a f l a t bottom and 

small umbo w i t h recessed centre. I t i s set ob l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl 

towards the base and f r o n t of the stone. 

The bolsters are c y l i n d r i c a l w i t h angular straps (type A2d) . The 

ends are decorated w i t h s i x - p e t a l l e d r o s e t t e s , the petals o u t l i n e d i n 

r e l i e f and l i n k e d at the outer side by petals of a s i m i l a r nature. 

The focus i s large, c i r c u l a r and dished (type A2b) . I t i s attached 

to the bo l s t e r s by straps and to the back and f r o n t of the c a p i t a l 

(upper surface type 9 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s incheB and i t i s 

1^ inches deep. 



252. 

The fas c i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth, and inscribed. 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . I t i s i n the 

shape of a pediment (type l i ) , w i th a raised, chamfered border, and 

accommodates a bust, presumably that of a d e i t y . At the back of the 

stone there i s a p l a i n pediment. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 

mouldings which seem to have been intended f o r stepped-in t o r i but 

which were modified i n carving to become a cyma reverse based on i n t e r ­

secting arcs, a bead moulding and an ovolo. A stepped-in f i l l e t completes 

the scheme. At the base these mouldings are reversed but are smaller 

i n size. There i s a stepped p l i n t h . The cyma mouldings are from the 

same set as those used to carve the mouldings of another t h i r d century 

a l t a r from Housesteads (244) and very si m i l a r to those used by G'ohors I 

Tungrorum. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the reign of Severus 

Alexander, A.2. 222-235* I t seems l i k e l y that the masons of the Cuneus 

Frisiorum were indebted to those of Cohors I Tungrorum f o r t h e i r templets 

and s t y l e s . The angulai-strapped bolsters may be p a r a l l e l e d at 

Housesteads ( 2 2 0 ) . 

RIB 1594 

Clayton, AA2 X, 148-150$ plate I I I . 

Watkin, i b i d . I5O-I54. 

Budge, 338, no. 195} fig«, 187* 

Chesters Cat. 32, no. 231. 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of Cuneus Frisiorum 

244« An a l t a r from Housesteads Mithraeum; now i n the Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 



The a l t a r has had two i n s c r i p t i o n s . The e a r l i e r , survives only 

in the word DEO. The l a t e r dedioation i s to Mithras by Publicius 

Proculinus, centurion. The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 

44-ijr inches high, 16 inches wide and 12f inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 19 

inches high, 14 inches wide and 11-jjr inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n (type A l a ) , and damaged at the f r o n t . 

The focus i s almost square, w i t h rim and f l a t bottom (type B6a). 

The i n t e r n a l measurement i s inches and i t i s -g- inch deep. 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth, and inscr i b e d . 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) and gives a 

ce n t r a l p r o f i l e i n the shape of a pediment (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

oyma reversa based on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs cut from the same set of templets 

as one used by masons of Cuneus Etiajoxum . at Housesteads, and a stepped-

i n f i l l e t . At the base there i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , an inverted cyma 

reversa and a stepped p l i n t h . 

The p l i n t h i s i n s c r i b e d . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the year A.D. 252. 

RIB 1600 

LS 190 

Hodgson, AA1 I , 299-302, no. 6} plate facing 263, no. 6. 

Cat. Ant.. 61, no. 23• 

245* An a l t a r from Housesteads; now b u i l t i n t o a w a l l at T r i n i t y 

College, Cambridge. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter f o r the welfare of Desidienus 
Aemilianus, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n buff sandstone. The a l t a r i s 
4 l £ inohes high and 16^- inches wide. The shaft i s 18^ inches high 

and 15-ijr inches wide. 



The die i s p l a i n . 

The ends of the bolsters are adorned by large bosses w i t h i n rims. 

I t i s not possible to ascertain d e t a i l s of the foous. 

The fascia i s reotangular (type l ) , of medium depth. I t has been 

inscribed and now bears traces of cross hatching. 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " (type l ) . The c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s a pediment shape (type l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on at le a s t three sides. At the c a p i t a l there 

i s a small torus, a large, inverted cyma reverse and another small torus. 

At the base there i s a small torus, a cyma reverse, another small torus 

and a stepped-out p l i n t h . The cyma mouldings of t h i s a l t a r are based 

on i n t e r s e c t i n g arcs but do not appear to belong to any w e l l defined 

set. 

The p l i n t h i s insoribed. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the year A.D. 258. I t 

i s s i m i l a r i n st y l e to E;O«. 244 and may come from the same hand. Both 

a l t a r s have p l a i n dies and on both, the i n s c r i p t i o n begins on the 

rectangular fasoia and ends on the base of the stone. In both instances 

the focus mount and c e n t r a l p r o f i l e are si m i l a r and. both a l t a r s have 

cyma reversa mouldings. 

RIB 1589 

LS 295 

Horsley, 226-7, North. LIV. 

246. A fragment of an a l t a r from Chesters} now i n the Museum 

at Chesters. 

The fragment i s part of a bol s t e r dedorated w i t h a r o s e t t e . The 

stone i s sandstone. The fragment i s 12 inches high, 9jr inches wide 

and 6 inches t h i o k . 

The rosette i s 8 inches i n diameter and has a raised outer r i m . 



255-

An inner rim frames a rosette of f i v e sunken petals, l i n k e d by sunken, 
p e t a l - l i k e arcs. A s i x t h p e tal has been intended but never carved although 
i t s p o s i t i o n i B marked by a r i d g e . Chip-carved three-sided c a v t t i a s 
separate the pet a l s . 

This fragment i s very s i m i l a r to the ornamented bo l s t e r s of an 

a l t a r of Cuneus Frisiorum from Housesteads ( 243) . and may be put i n the 

same group. 

Budge, 298, no. 6 

Not i n Cheaters Cat. 



Numerus H n a u d i f r i d i 

This u n i t was associated w i t h Cohors I Tungrorum at Housesteads 

i n the t h i r d century. 

247 • An a l t a r from Housesteads} now i n the Museum at Housesteads. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Alaisiagae and to the Deity of the 

Emperor, by Numerus H n a u d i f r i d i . I t i s carved i n g r i t t y sandstone. 

The a l t a r i s 3 4 j inches high, 14J- inches wide and 10 inches t h i c k . 

The shaft i s l 6 f inches high, 12 inches wide and inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The bolsters are p l a i n (type A l a ) . The f r o n t of the s i n i s t e r 

b o l ster r e t a i n s traces of a roundel. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r and slopes steeply to the bottom (a variant 

of type A l a ) . The diameter i s 5 inches and the depth 1-J- inches. The 

focus i s set i n the centre of a lozenge-shaped platform (upper surface 

type l l ) . 

The fascia i s "enlarged," curved under the bo l s t e r s (type 5) and 

in s c r i b e d . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the fasci a i s a pediment (type l ) , 

i n the apex of which there i s an incised motif, e i t h e r a roundel or 

a supine crescent. At the back there i s a p l a i n pediment. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

f l a t t e n e d torus, a bead, an ovolo and another bead moulding. At the 

base three stepped-out bead mouldings surmount a torus moulding and 

a p l i n t h . 

The base carves the l a s t l i n e of the i n s c r i p t i o n . 

The a l t a r accords w e l l w i t h the stones carved by masons of Cohors 

I Tungrorum at Housesteads i n the t h i r d century. I t may be supposed 

that these a u x i l i a r y troops of an established u n i t would give assistance 



to the men of Numerus Hn a u d i f r i d i who were possibly less f a m i l i a r w i t h 

Roman conventions. The dedication suggests that the a l t a r may date 

from about Severus Alexander's reign ( o f . 243 ) . 

RIB 1576 

Bosanquet, AA3 XIX, 185-192? plate 187-



258. 

V e x i l l a t i o Gaesatorum Raetorum 

This u n i t was associated w i t h Cohors I Vangionum at Risingham 

i n the t h i r d century. 

248. An a l t a r from Great Chesters; now i n the Museum of 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Fortune by V e x i l l a t i o Graesatorum 

Raetorum under the command of Tabellius V i c t o r , centurion. I t i s carved 

in b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 25 inches high, l&f- inches wide and 

16£ inches t h i c k . The shaft i s 12f- inches high, 15J inches wide and 

13f inches t h i c k . 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l (type A l a ) , small, and set back from 

the edges of the o a p i t a l . The ends are damaged but have been p l a i n . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h rim (type A2b), and i s placed 

i n the middle of a large handled dish, p r o j e c t i n g 2-Sr inches above the top 

of the c a p i t a l and occupying the e n t i r e surface from f r o n t to back. The 

focus i t s e l f has an i n t e r n a l diameter of 2 inches and i s f- inch deep. 

I t shows signs of burning. 

The fascia i s moulded (type 2 ) . Two small t o r i form the f a s c i a . 

The foous mount i s the v e r t i c a l plane provided by the p r o j e c t i n g 

handled dish on which the focus i s set. I t i s "between the b o l s t e r s " 

(type l ) . The rim of the dish forms two small rounded gables separated 

by a h o r i z o n t a l . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on four sides. At the c a p i t a l there are two 

debased t o r i . At the base there are two angular t o r i and a stepped-out 

p l i n t h . 

The shape of the a l t a r suggests that i t belongs to the second 

century. 



259. 

RIB 1724 

Gibson and Simpson, AA_3 V, I 5 8 - I 6 7 w i t h p l a t e , 160. 

Cat. Ant.. 58, no. 14-

249. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Risingham. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Jupiter by V e x i l l a t i o Gaesatorum 

Raetorum under the command of Aemilius Aemilianus, tribune of Cohors I 

Vangionum. No measurements are extant. The shape of the altar i s known 

from a drawing i n the gentleman's Magazine. 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The s i n i s t e r side of the shaft has i n r e l i e f an axe w i t h divergent 

curved blade (type 5)» and a k n i f e w i t h broad blade angled to the t i p 

(type 2 ) . 

No bolsters are shown i n the f i g u r e and there i s no i n d i c a t i o n 

of the focus. 

The fasc i a i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth. 

The upper p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t (type 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r seems to have been moulded on four sides. At both 

c a p i t a l and base three stepped-in cavettos are shown but i t seems l i k e l y 

t h a t these were a c t u a l l y stepped-in and stepped-out f i l l e t s . At the base 

there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r no doubt comes from the t h i r d century when the u n i t 

was stationed at Risingham i n association w i t h Cohors I Vangionum. 

RIB 1216 

Richmond, NCH XV, 132, no. 8 . 

See RIB for a reproduction of drawing from ghe Gentleman's Magaaine. 

250. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Risingham. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to J u p i t e r by V e x i l l a t i o n Gaesatorum 



260. 

Raetorum under the command of J u l i u s V i c t o r , tribune of Cohors I 

Vangionum. No measurements are preserved. The shape of the a l t a r i s 

known from a drawing i n the Gentleman's Magazine, and from a sketch 

i n Hodgson. 

The die i s p l a i n . 

No d e t a i l s of the sides of the shaft are recorded. 

The c a p i t a l has been removed. 

The mouldings of the c a p i t a l seem to have been three stepped-in 

f i l l e t s . At the base there has apparently been a chamfered p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r must date from the t h i r d century f o r J u l i u s V i c t o r i s 

known from two other stones which seem, by t h e i r shape, to belong to 

t h i s period. 

RIB 1217 

Richmond, NCH XV, 132, no. 9. 

Hodgson, I I , i , I83, no. 32c with f i g . 

See RIB f o r a reproduction of the drawing from The Gentleman's Magazine. 



261. 

V e x i l l a t i o Sueborum Longoviclanorum 

This u n i t was associated w i t h gohors I Lingonum at Lanchester 

i n the t h i r d oentury. 

251. An a l t a r from Lanchester} now i n the south porch of 

Lanchester Church. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the goddess Garmangabis and to the 

Deity of the Emperor Gordian f o r the welfare of V e x i l l a t i o Sueborum 

Longovioianorum Gordiana by s o l d i e r s of the u n i t . I t i s carved i n buff 

sandstone. The a l t a r i s 54J- inches high, 23-jr inches wide and 12 inches 

t h i c k . The shaft i s 25g- inches high, 20 inches wide and 11 inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

The sides of the shaft are elaborately decorated. Panels w i t h 

p l a i n , f l a t borders and divided h o r i z o n t a l l y to form two smaller areas 

appear on both sides. On the dexter side, the upper panel encloses a 

k n i f e w i t h broad blade and c u t t i n g edge sharply angled to form the t i p 

(type l ) . The space between t h i s motif and the f r o n t of the panel i s 

f i l l e d w i t h chip carving. To the rear of the a l t a r , there i s a band 

of w e l l carved chevron i n r e l i e f w i t h the base of the t r i a n g l e s towards 

the f r o n t of the panel. The lower panel i s occupied by a guttus w i t h 

ovoid body and short, broad neok (type B3). The i n t e r s t i c e s are f i l l e d 

w i t h chip-carving. On the s i n i s t e r side, the upper panel bears a patera 

w i t h rim and umbo, set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the top of the 

stone. The f i e l d above t h i s motif i s f i l l e d w i t h chip-carving, while 

below i t a panel of three rows of chip-carved chevron acts as a base 

on which the patera r e s t s . In the lower panel a r o s e t t e , w i t h c u r v i l i n e a r 
rays moving clockwise, i s set w i t h i n a r i m . Again, the spandrels are 

f i l l e d w i t h ohip-carved ornament. 



262. 

There are neither b o l s t e r s nor focus. The top of the a l t a r i s 
roughly f l a t t e n e d . 

The fasc i a i s "enlarged" (type 7)» I t i s deoorated on three 

sides. The main features of the f r o n t of the fascia are two curved, 

p_elt a - l i k e j strapped bundles set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the concave arc towards 

the side of the stone, which are probably to be i n t e r p r e t e d as swags. 

Bach i s out l i n e d by a bead moulding. I n each of the upper corners there 

is,? a suggestion of bolsters i n the presence of a rosette with six petals 

o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f set w i t h i n a moulded r i m . At the lower corners of 

J;he fascia a solar disk w i t h i n a moulded rim appears. The f i e l d bounded 

by the swags i s f i l l e d w i t h phip-carved ornament springing from 

h o r i z o n t a l r i b s . At the lower edge of the fasci a a band of chip-carved 

chevron l i n k s the solar disks, while both top and bottom of the f i e l d 

between the swags i s marked by a shorter band of the same type of 

ornament. Between the upper rosettes and the solar disks^each side of 

the fascia i s bounded by a double row of chip-carved chevron. On the 

dexter side of the c a p i t a l , a rosette of six petals i n r e l i e f , set 

w i t h i n a sunken c i r c l e on a square panel, i s the main motif. A band 

of oable moulding appears above the r o s e t t e . The lower edge i s bounded 

by a band of chip-carved chevron. The motif at the s i n i s t e r side of 

the c a p i t a l i s more elaborate. Here a rose t t e with s i x petals o u t l i n e d 

i n r e l i e f i s set w i t h i n a hexagon formed by sim i l a r petals which l i n k 

the t i p s of those of the r o s e t t e . There i s a band of cable moulding 

above the motif, and below i t , an alternate cable moulding i s placed 

between two t o r i . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. At both c a p i t a l and base, 

simple chamfers make the t r a n s i t i o n to the shaft. 

The base of the a l t a r i s decorated. The dexter side i s damaged 

but at the s i n i s t e r side there are two rows of t r i a n g l e s i n r e l i e f , 

set apex to apex w i t h a s t r i n g moulding separating them. The e f f e c t 

given i s that of a band of sunken lozenges divided by a ho r i z o n t a l 

moulding. 



263. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 238-244* 
I t i s a good example of the new styles of the t h i r d century and notable 
f o r the richness of i t s ornament. The use of cable moulding carved i n 
divergent d i r e c t i o n s may be p a r a l l e l e d on an a l t a r of Cohors I Fida 
Vardullorum from High Rochester ( 1 1 9 ) , and on a tombstone of a freedman 
from the same s i t e (RIB I 2 9 O ) , while the motifs of the a l t a r are 
c l e a r l y l i n k e d with those of another from Risingham (253)* This 
suggests that masons either from the V a r d u l l i or the Vangiones or 
both were responsible f o r t r a i n i n g the masons of V e x i l l a t i o Sueborum, 
or that the actual carving was done by men from these u n i t s . The 
Risingham a l t a r and the Lanchester stone may w e l l be from the same 
hand. The chip-carved bar chevron ornament which i s a feature of 
the a l t a r may be p a r a l l e l e d on a stone probably of Legio XX. from 
Chester (RIB 448) , a f a c t which t i p s the scale i n favour of associating 
the a l t a r w i t h the Vangiones rather than with the V a r d u l l i , f o r the 
l a t t e r c l e a r l y took t h e i r s t y l e s from Legio V I . 
RIB IO74 

Hoopell and Haverfield, AA2 XVI, 313-327 with f i g s . , 3 I 6 , 317; 
plate XXIV facing 314. 

A l t a r s probably from the workshop of V e x i l l a t i o Sueborum 

Longovicianorum. 

252. The upper part of an a l t a r , now l o s t , from Kirkby Thore. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Fortune the Preserver by a c i v i l i a n . 

No measurements are recorded. The a l t a r i s known from a sketch by 

Machell, reproduced i n RIB. 



264. 

The die and shaft are p l a i n . 

There are neither bolsters nor focus. The top of the stone 

i s f l a t . 

The fascia i s rectangular (type l ) , of medium depth, and 

in s c r i b e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three sides. The mouldings seem to 

be a stepped-in f i l l e t , i n s c r i b e d , a torus, a f a s c i a , apparently stepped-

i n . This lower f a s c i a i s decorated with v e r t i c a l f l u t i n g s and a row 

of bar chevron. At the side of the c a p i t a l there seems to have been 

a band of t r i a n g l e s set apex to apex and separated by a moulding. 

This ornament seems to be the same ae that on a l t a r s from Lanchester 

and Risingham (251 and 253)> and suggests that the stones come from 

the same workshop. 

RIB 76O 

Gough, I I I , 159. 

See RIB f o r a reproduction of Machell's sketch. 

253' An a l t a r from Risingham; now i n the Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to the Mother Goddesses from overseas 

by J u l i u s V i c t o r , possibly tribune of Cohors I Vangionum. The a l t a r 

i s carved i n red sandstone. I t i s 28 inches high, 13-4 inches wide 

and 8-i-r inches t h i c k . The shaft i s lOjj- inches high, l l f - inches wide 

and 7f- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s p l a i n . 

On each side of the shaft there i s a r o s e t t e , 6 inches i n 

diameter, w i t h c u r v i l i n e a r rays. 

There are no b o l s t e r s but two rosettes, with s i x petals 

o u t l i n e d i n r e l i e f set w i t h i n a moulded rim, indicate where they 

would have been placed i n a more conventional form of a l t a r . 
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There i s no f o c u s . The top of the stone i i f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The f a s c i a i s "en l a r g e d " ( t y p e 7 ) , and decorated. The c e n t r a l 

m o t i f o f the f a s c i a i s a t r i a n g l e o u t l i n e d by a f l a t moulding, 

e n c l o s i n g a pine-cone i n r e l i e f , and set w i t h i n a sunken, round-

headed panel, bounded a t the upper c o r n e r s by the r o s e t t e s s u g g e s t i n g 

the presence o f b o l s t e r s . The lower s e c t i o n of the panel i s 

r e c t a n g u l a r . The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the m o t i f i s discussed above.^* 

A band of ornament runs across the bottom of the f a s c i a and extends 

upwards to j o i n the r o s e t t e s . The d e c o r a t i o n i s based on the s o l a r 

d i s k m o t i f . The ro u n d e l i s formed by f o u r a rcs w i t h i n which another 

f o u r curve i n a d i r e c t i o n o p p o s i t e from t h a t o f the outer r i m ; w i t h i n 

the r oundel the c r o s s o f the d i s k i s s e t . A bead moulding o u t l i n e s 

the upper edge o f the band of ornament and separates each s o l a r d i s k 

from i t s n e i g h b o u r s . Each side o f the c a p i t a l i s decorated w i t h two 

rows o f t r i a n g l e s i n r e l i e f , set apex to apex, and separated by a 

s t r i n g moulding, g i v i n g the appearance of a band of sunken lozenges 

w i t h a moulding b i s e c t i n g them h o r i z o n t a l l y . Below t h i s d e c o r a t i o n 

t h e r e i s a cable moulding w i t h t h e g r o o v i n g r u n n i n g i n two d i r e c t i o n s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At both c a p i t a l and base 

th e r e are chamfers. 

The sunken lozenge p a t t e r n , the c a b l i n g i n d i v e r g e n t d i r e c t i o n s , 

the chamfers and the shape o f the c a p i t a l l i n k t h i s a l t a r w i t h t h a t 

e r e c t e d by s o l d i e r s of V e x i l l a t i o Sueborum a t Lanchester and makes i t 

p o s s i b l e t o place i t i n the pame p e r i o d , t h a t i s , about t h e years 

A.D. 238-244* I t seems very l i k e l y t h a t the two stones were carved 

by the same mason alth o u g h the workmanship of t h i s stone i s much 

s u p e r i o r to t h a t f r o m Lanchester. 

RIB 1224 

LS 606 

Brand I , 618} p l a t e between 608 and 6O9, no. 5« 

Richmond, NCR; XV, 136, no. 22. 

1. Seel^p.^fc-
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SECTION B 

A l t a r s from a u x i l i a r y u n i t s whose s c u l p t u r a l s t y l e s do not 

d i s p l a y obvious l e g i o n a r y i n f l u e n c e s . 
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? Ala Sebosiana 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o place the one a l t a r mentioning Ala Sebosiana. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n naming the p r e f e c t o f the u n i t i s secondary and i s no 

i n d i c a t i o n of the presence of t h e regiment i n weardale. The p r e f e c t 

may have been enjoying a h u n t i n g h o l i d a y on leave from another f o r t . 

The form of the a l t a r g i v e s l i t t l e c l u e . 

The mortarium-shaped focuB appears also a t Bowes i n the e a r j y t h i r d 

c e n t u r y , a product of the Cohors I Thracum workshop ( 1 0 6 ) . The f o c u s 

mount ( t y p e l ) r i s e s to form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of double convex a r c s 

( t y p e 6 ) , r e m i n i s c e n t i n o u t l i n e o f a Legio V I s t y l e . Yet the mouldings 

are b a r b a r i z e d and the decorated ends o f the b o l s t e r s are o f unique design. 

254* An a l t a r from B o l l i h o p e Common, Stanhope, Co. Burham; now i n 

the Old Rectory, Stanhope. 

The f i r s t d e d i c a t i o n o f t h i s stone was to the D e i t i e s of the Emperors 

but the a l t a r has been re-used and a secondary i n s c r i p t i o n t o S i l v a n u s 

i s carved on the d i e . The l a t e r i n s c r i p t i o n mentions Gaius T e t i u s V e t u r i u s 

M i c i a n u s , p r e f e c t of A l a Sebosiana, a u n i t s t a t i o n e d a t Lancaster i n the 

t h i r d c e n t u r y . The a l t a r i s carved i n g r i t s t o n e . I t i s 364 inches h i g h , 

15^- inches wide and 13f- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 17^- inches h i g h , 14 

inches wide and 11 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . Their ends have an unusual r o s e t t e d 

design formed by f i v e recessed a r c s set w i t h i n a moulded r i m w i t h a 

s e p a r a t e l y c u t c e n t r a l boss. 

The f o c u s i s mortarium-shaped, w i t h a f r o n t a l spout and r a i s e d r i m . 

I t i s attached to both the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l and touches the 
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b o l s t e r s (upper surface type 1 0 ) . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The foous mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) , r i s i n g t o form 

a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i n two convex arcs ( t y p e 6 ) . W i t h i n the focus mount 

t h e r e i s a sunken pediment o u t l i n e d by a bead moulding. This f e a t u r e 

a lso appears a t t h e back o f the c a p i t a l . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . Below the f a s c i a t h e r e i s a 

bead moulding, a t o r u s , a bead moulding and a stepped-in cant moulding. 

At the base there are two stepped-out cant mouldings which seem to be 

i n t e n d e d f o r t o r i , and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

A l t h o u g h the secondary i n s c r i p t i o n i s i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y of t h i r d 

c e n t u r y date, the a l t a r may w e l l have been carved i n the second o e n t u r y . 

I t i s c l e a r l y the work o f one who, a l t h o u g h q u i t e a s k i l l e d mason, had 

l i t t l e i d e a of the conventions o f c l a s s i o a l s c u l p t u r e . I t i s d i f f i o u l t 

t o place the stone i n any group. 

RIB 1041 

LS 683 

JRS XXXII, 115, no. 2} p l a t e I I , i . 
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A l t a r s probably f r o m the workshop o f Ala Vettonum 

255* A n a l t a r , now l o s t , from B i n c h e s t e r . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the Mother Goddesses O l l o t o t a e by T i b e r i u s 

Claudius Q u i n t i a n u s , b e n e f i o i a r i u s o f the governor. No dimensions are 

e x t a n t . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s appear to have been c y l i n d r i c a l ( t y p e A l a ) , w i t h p l a i n 

ends. 

There i s no r e c o r d o f the fooua a l t h o u g h i t seems t o have touched 

t h e b o l s t e r s . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5)» r i s i n g 

t o a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r seems to have been b o l d l y moulded. At the c a p i t a l t h e r e 

seems t o have been a l a r g e i n v e r t e d cycaa r e v e r s e . At the base there 

was a cyma r e v e r s e and p l i n t h . 

The g e n e r a l shape o f the a l t a r suggests t h a t i t belongs to the t h i r d 

c e n t u r y . Although the d e d i c a t o r was n o t a member o f the g a r r i s o n o f the 

f o r t , i t seems l i k e l y t h a t the a l t a r was carved i n the r e g i m e n t a l work­

shops. I f t h i s i s so, i t i s p r o b a b l y the product of masons of Ala Vettonum. 

RIB 1031 

LS 716 

Gale, Ant I t . . 11. 

Horsley, 295-6, Purh. X X V I I I . 

256. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from B i n c h e s t e r . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s l o s t and no dimensions of the stone s u r v i v e . 

The s h a f t i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s seem t o have been p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) w i t h p l a i n ends. 
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No d e t a i l s of the foous s u r v i v e . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 5)> r i s i n g to a pedimented c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r has been b o l d l y moulded. At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s an 

i n v e r t e d cyraa reversa and at t h e base t h e r e seem;: to have been above the 

stepped-out p l i n t h e i t h e r two t o r i or one t o r u s and a stepped-out f i l l e t . 

H orsley's drawing o f the a l t a r d e p i c t s a c a p i t a l o f s i m i l a r shapeJto, 

a l t h o u g h o f d i f f e r e n t p r o p o r t i o n s f r o m , t h a t of 255* This suggests t h a t 

the two stones are from the same workshop. The t h i r d c e n t u r y i s an 

a p p r o p r i a t e p e r i o d f o r the a l t a r and i t i s p r o b a b l y the product of t h e 

masons o f Ala Vettonum. 

RIB 1037 

H o r s l e y , 296, Durh. XXX. 

257. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from B i n c h e s t e r . 

The stone i B d e d i c a t e d t o the Mother Goddesses by Gemellus. No 

dimensions are preserved. 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s seem t o have been c y l i n d r i c a l ( t y p e A l a ) w i t h p l a i n f r o n t s 

No d e t a i l s o f the f o c u s are e x t a n t . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 5)» r i s i n g t o a rounded pedimental 

o e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l / 2 ) . 

The a l t a r has chamfers a t both c a p i t a l and base. 

To judge by i t s g e n e r a l shape, the a l t a r i s of t h i r d c e n t u r y d a t e . 

Although the d e d i c a t o r i s not named as a s o l d i e r , the s t y l e o f a l t a r : 

i s not i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h o t h e r stones from m i l i t a r y workshops and f o r 

t h i s reason i t i s i n c l u d e d w i t h those produced by masons o f the Ala 

Vettonum. 

RIB IO33 

Horsley , 296, Durh. XXIX. 
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258. An a l t a r , now l o s t , from B i n c h e s t e r . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to the Mother Goddesses O l l o t o t a e e i t h e r by 

Ala Vettonum or by a member o f the u n i t . No dimensions are pres e r v e d . 

From Horsley's sketch the die seems t o have been p l a i n . 

N e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor focus s u r v i v e d when the sketoh was drawn. 

At the c a p i t a l t h e r e seems to have been a oyma re v e r s a moulding. 

The base d i s p l a y s a simple stepped-out p l i n t h . 

H o r sley suggests t h a t t h i s a l t a r , the smaller of two seen by him at 

Bi n c h e s t e r , i s the one upon which Camden read an i n s c r i p t i o n . 

RIB 1032 

H o r s l e y , 296, Durh. XXXI. 

259« P a r t o f an a l t a r , now l o s t , from B i n c h e s t e r . 

The a l t a r has been d e d i c a t e d by a member o f the Cuneus F r i s i o r u m o f 

V i n o v i a . The h e i g h t of the stone i s given i n CIL as c.15 inches and 

the w i d t h as c.9jg- i n c h e s . 

The d i e seems to have been i n a sunken p a n e l . 

The mouldings of the base appear t o have been an i n v e r t e d cyma 

re v e r s a and a p l i n t h . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n s suggests t h a t a t h i r d - o e n t u r y date would not be 

amiss f o r t h i s a l t a r . I t i s c l e a r l y from a m i l i t a r y workshop, and 

p r o b a b l y one a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Ala Vettonum. 

RIB 1036 

CIL 427 

Lysons, R e l i q u i a e Britannico-Romanae, I , p t . 4 (London 1813) p l a t e 111,5* 

260. An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r , now l o s t , from B i n c h e s t e r . 

No dimensions o f the a l t a r are pres e r v e d . 
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Prom H o r s l e y 1 s sketch the die seems to have beaa p l a i n . 

Horsley s t a t e s t h a t t h e r e was a g u t t u s on one side of the s h a f t and 

a p a t e r a on the o t h e r . 

No b o l s t e r s s u r v i v e and there i s no r e c o r d o f the f o c u s . 

A p p a r e n t l y the f a s c i a was moulded, t h r e e stepped-out f i l l e t s 

surmounting two stepped-in f i l l e t s . T h i s i s r e m i n i s c e n t of the c a p i t a l 

o f a M i t h r a i c a l t a r from Carrawburgh (265) dated A.D. 213-222. 

The base mouldings are two stepped-out f i l l e t s and a stepped-out 

p l i n t h . 

The unusual form of c a p i t a l suggests t h a t t h e a l t a r belongs to the 

t h i r d c e n t u r y when Al a Vettonum was s t a t i o n e d a t B i n c h e s t e r . 

H o r s l e y , 296, 3>urh. XXXI. 



Ala I I Asturum 

Only one a l t a r naming t h i s a l a s u r v i v e s and t h i s i s a stone o f 

unusual d e s i g n . 

A l l f o u r s i d e s of t h e s h a f t are thrown i n t o r e l i e f by a v e r t i c a l 

f l u t i n g carved on each side of the f o u r a r r i s e s which are themselves 

rounded o f f t o form small p i l a s t e r - l i k e s h a f t s . This i s a unique f e a t u r e . 

The mouldings too are d i f f i c u l t t o compare w i t h o t h e r s . 

I f the a l t a r i s to be dated to t h e p e r i o d A.D. 80 - A.D. 120, as 

suggested by the N a t i o n a l T r u s t Guide t o the Ribchester C o l l e c t i o n , i t 

must be one of the e a r l i e s t s u r v i v i n g stones o f the Roman n o r t h . 

261. An a l t a r from Ribbhester, now i n the Museum t h e r e . 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d to the Mother Goddesses or to the Mother 

Goddesses of the parade ground by Marcus Ingenuius A s i a t i c u s , decurion 

of A la I I Asturum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The h e i g h t o f the stone 

i s 33 inches, the w i d t h i s 21-g- inches and the t h i c k n e s s i s 10^- inc h e s . 

The s h a f t i s 13-jr inches h i g h , 17 inches wide and 1 ^ inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and sides o f t h e s h a f t are p l a i n except t h a t each i s g i v e n 

the appearance o f a r a i s e d panel by a v e r t i c a l f l u t i n g c u t on e i t h e r 

s i d e of the a r r i s . The a r r i s i t s e l f i s rounded. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , but damaged a t the f r o n t and baok. 

The focus i s damaged but has been c i r c u l a r w i t h a r i m and f l a t bottom 

( t y p e B6a), and has been a t t a c h e d t o the f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l (upper 

surface type 6 ) . The i n t e r n a l measurement has been about 10 in c h e s . 

A t o r u s moulding r e p l a c e s the f a s c i a ( t y p e 2 ) . 

The f o c u s mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) . The c e n t r a l 
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p r o f i l e seems t o have been a pediment ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . Below the t o r u s o f the f a s c i a 

t h e r e i s a smaller t o r u s moulding and a shallow, stepped-in c a v e t t o . 

At the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out c a v e t t o and a dtepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r cannot be l a t e r than the b e g i n n i n g of the t h i r d c e n t u r y 

f o r by t h a t time the Ala was i n g a r r i s o n a t Chesters (RIB 1462), and 

i s p r o b a b l y much e a r l i e r . I t may even belong t o the f i r s t c e n t u r y . 

RIB 586 

Just and Harland, JBAA V I , 233 w i t h f i g . 
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Conors I Batavorum 

Seven a l t a r s and p o s s i b l y an e i g h t h from the workshop o f Cohors I 

Batavorum are known. The e a r l i e s t , f r o m C a s t l e o a r y , i s not e x t a n t , 

but another second-century stone from the western s e c t o r o f Hadrian's 

Wall s u r v i v e s a l t h o u g h i n a damaged c o n d i t i o n . The remainder date 

from the p e r i o d when the c o h o r t was s t a t i o n e d a t Carrawburgh. 

The d i e i s u s u a l l y p l a i n . The s h a f t may be embe l l i s h e d w i t h 

c a r v i n g s o f s a c r i f i c i a l v e s s e l s or wreaths. I n one i n s t a n c e , above 

the i n s c r i b e d p a n e l , the s h a f t bears a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f M i t h r a s . 

Where b o l s t e r s e x i s t , they a r e , i n a l l except one case, simple 

c y l i n d r i c a l r o l l s ( t y p e A l a ) . The excep t i o n has b o l s t e r s hollowed 

out i n a l e n s shape ( t y p e (?). Foci are c i r c u l a r and dis h e d , sometimes 

w i t h umbo. 

Moulded f a s c i a e occur i n r e l a t i v e l y l a t e c o n t e x t s , and the gabled 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e s o f the e a r l y a l t a r s g i v e way t o f l a t - t o p p e d t h i r d 

c e n t u r y s t y l e s . When t h i s occurs the f a s c i a i s d e c o r a t e d . 

Cyma mouldings were i n use i n the l a t e second and e a r l y t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

The same templet was used t o carve the stone from west o f M i l e c a s t l e 59 

(263) and t h a t t o the Nymphs from Carrawburgh (266). This moulding i s 

based on t a n g e n t i a l a r c s . I n l a t e r p e r i o d s , combinations o f t o r i and 

f i l l e t s were used i n ways whioh depart r a d i c a l l y from o l a s s i c a l con­

v e n t i o n s . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to d e t e c t any con n e c t i o n between the s c u l p t u r e of 

Cohors I Batavorum and t h a t of o t h e r u n i t s . That i t s masons were 

s k i l l e d craftsmen i s obvious from t h e i r work, a l t h o u g h i t i s e q u a l l y 

c l e a r t h a t they were out o f touch w i t h t h e t r a d i t i o n s o f the c l a s s i c a l 

w o r l d . 



262. The lower p a r t o f an a l t a r , now l o s t , from C a s t l e c a r y . 

The o n l y l i n e o f i n s c r i p t i o n t o s u r v i v e seems t o have mentioned 

Cohors I Batavorum. a l t h o u g h the numeral i s l a c k i n g and t h i s has 

thrown doubt on the a t t r i b u t i o n to the B a t a v i a n s . No dimensions o f 

the stone are preserved. 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The a l t a r was moulded on at l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . Gordon's sketch 

suggests t h a t t h r ee stepped-out f i l l e t s or t o r i surmounted a stepped-

out p l i n t h . 

RIB 2154 

Gordon, 575 p l a t e 15, f i g . 4« 

H o r s l e y , 202, Scot X X I I . 

263. Part o f an a l t a r found near M i l e c a s t l e 59? now i n the 

possession o f Mr• Mounsey-Heysham, Castletown, R o c k c l i f f e , 

near C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Mars Coc i d i u s and t o a Genius by a 

c e n t u r i o n o f Cohors I Batavorum. I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The 

stone i s 20f- inches h i g h , 7^ inches wide and 8f- inches t h i c k . The 

s h a f t i s now 7 inches wide and 7 j inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n and so i s the s i n i s t e r s i d e of the s h a f t . 

The s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r i s preserved. This i s c y l i n d r i c a l ( t y p e A l a ) 

but v e r y s m a l l . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m and umbo ( t y p e A2c). The 

i n t e r n a l diameter i s 44 inohes. I t i s £ i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The f o c u s mount i s " f i l l e d - i n " ( t y p e 3) and seems t o have formed 

a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 1, the pediment being b i s e c t e d by a v e r t i c a l 

l i n e . 
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As the dexter side of the stone i s s p l i t away, the a l t a r d i s p l a y s 

mouldings o n l y on two s i d e s . These are a t o r u s and a f i n e cyma 

re v e r s a based on t a n g e n t i a l a r c s and almost i d e n t i c a l w i t h t h a t on 

another a l t a r carved by the same u n i t a t Carrawburgh ( 2 6 6 ) . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y comes from the second h a l f of the second c e n t u r y . 

The u n i t was s t a t i o n e d at Carrawburgh i n the t h i r d c e n t u r y and, as 

t h i s stone must have been carved w i t h i n the l i f e t i m e o f the templets 

i n use a t the f o r t i n the l a t e r p e r i o d , i t i s more l i k e l y t o date from 

the end r a t h e r than from the middle o f the second c e n t u r y . 

RIB 2015 

Bruce, Wall 3 , 287 w i t h f i g . 

2 6 4 . An a l t a r from Carrawburgh) now i n the u n d e r c r o f t o f the 

Chapter L i b r a r y , Durham. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Fortune by Cohors I Batavorum under the 

command o f Marcus F l a c c i n i u s M a r o e l l u s . I t i s carved i n sandstone. 

The h e i g h t of the a l t a r i s 32 inohes, the w i d t h i s 17-g- inches and the 

t h i c k n e s s i s 16^- i n c h e s . The s h a f t i s 15-g- inches h i g h , 13f- inches 

wide and 1 2 j inches t h i o k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On each side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s , i n r e l i e f , a c i r c l e . T h i s i s 

p r o b a b l y intended t o r e p r e s e n t a w r e a t h . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , a l t h o u g h damaged. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished, w i t h r i m and l a r g e umbo w i t h sunken 

c e n t r e ( t y p e A2e). I t o v e r s a i l s the b o l s t e r s and i s attached t o the 

f r o n t and back o f the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 1 0 ) . I t i s 8-g- inches 

wide i n t e r n a l l y and 1̂ - inches deep. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The focus mount i s "extended" ( t y p e 5 b ) , r i s i n g t o a pedimented 
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c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

f i l l e t , a small t o r u s , a l a r g e r t o r u s , a small t o r u s and a f i l l e t 

s t epped-in t o the d i e . At the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , a 

s m a l l t o r u s , a l a r g e r t o r u s , two stepped-out, debased t o r i and a 

stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y dates from the e a r l y Severan p e r i o d when Cohors 

I Batavorum was f i r s t s t a t i o n e d a t Carrawburgh. 

RIB 1536 

H o r s l e y , 218 , North XXXII 

Cat. Durh*. 3 3 , no. XLI w i t h f i g . 

2 6 5 . An a l t a r from Carrawburgh Mithraeum; now i n the Museum o f 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o M i t h r a s by Lucius Antonius P r o c u l u s , 

p r e f e c t o f Cohors I Batavorum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r 

i s 46f- inches h i g h , 21 inches wide and 18-g- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 

i s 21-g- inches h i g h , 17-g- inches wide and 15^ inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l ( t y p e A l a ) . The ends are decorated 

w i t h double c o n c e n t r i c r a i s e d r i m s and bosses. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , w i t h f l a t bottom and r i m ( t y p e B6a). I t 

i s a t t a c h e d to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l and touches the 

b o l s t e r s (upper surface type 1 0 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 8-g- i n c h e s . 

The depth i s J i n c h . 

The f a s c i a i s moulded. Four stepped-out f i l l e t s are set above the 

mouldings of the c a p i t a l . 

The f o c u s mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) . The c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e i s a pediment ( t y p e l ) , o u t l i n e d by a bead moulding and 



2 7 9 . 

e n c l o s i n g a l e a f shape i n r e l i e f . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l , below the 

stepped-out f i l l e t s o f the f a s c i a , t h e r e are f o u r f i l l e t s stepped 

inwards and, below these, a f i l l e t i n c l i n e d outwards and a simple 

stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , a 

f i l l e t i n c l i n e d inwards, three stepped-out f i l l e t s and a stepped-out 

p l i n t h . 

The 'altar i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o the years A.L. 2 1 3 - 2 2 2 . 

BIB I 5 4 4 

Richmond and G i l l a m , AA 4 XXIX, 3 5 - 3 7 ? p l a t e XIA. 

B i r l e y , i b i d . . 48 -49* 

266. An a l t a r from Carrawburgh} now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o the Nymphs and t o the Genius of the 

place by Marcus Hispanius Modestinus, p r e f e c t of Cohors I Batavorum. 

I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone and i s set i n a base 8£ inches h i g h , 

26£ inches wide and 20 inches deep. The h e i g h t o f the a l t a r i s 42f-

inches and i t i s 20 inches wide and 15f- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 

23-J- inches h i g h , 18 inches wide and 1 3 ^ inches t h i c k . The a l t a r i s 

n o t carved r e g u l a r l y ! the f r o n t i s wider than the back and the 

s i n i s t e r side i s wider than the d e x t e r . 

Both the back and f r o n t o f the s h a f t serve as d i e s and both are 

p l a i n . 

The sides o f the s h a f t bear r e l i e f s o f s a c r i f i c i a l implements. 

On the d e x t e r side t h e r e i s a k n i f e o f type 2 and a long-handled, 

dished s t r a i n e r . On the s i n i s t e r side t h e r e i s a g u t t u s w i t h o v o i d 

body and s h o r t , broad neck ( t y p e B 3 ) , and a dished p a t e r a set s l i g h t l y 

o b l i q u e l y w i t h the bowl towards the base and f r o n t of the stone. 
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The o u t e r sides o f the b o l s t e r s are worn away i n t o a lens-shaped 
h o l l o w ( t y p e G). Their f r o n t s have been decorated w i t h r o s e t t e s w i t h 
grooved p e t a l s l i n k e d by grooved a r c s . The backs are p l a i n . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m and l a r g e umbo ( t y p e A2c). 

I t i s a t t a c h e d t o the b o l s t e r s and t o the f r o n t and back o f the c a p i t a l 

(upper surface type 8 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 9-g- inches and i t i s 

1 i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged", s l o p i n g under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 4)« 

I t r i s e s t o a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l the lower edge 

o f the f a s c i a i s bordered by a bead moulding and below t h i s a d i s t o r t e d 

cyma r e c t a moulding forms the main element. I t i s edged by another bead 

moulding. At the base these mouldings are reversed and t h e r e i s a stepped-

out p l i n t h . 

Dr. D.J. Smith suggests t h a t t h i s a l t a r belongs t o the p e r i o d 

before A.D. 213-

JRS L I , 193, no. 9 

D.J. Smith, AA^ XL, 61-64} p l a t e s 8 and 9 f a c i n g 66. 

267* An a l t a r from Coventina's W e l l , Carrawburghj now i n the 

Museum at Cheaters. 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d t o Coventina by a p r e f e c t o f Cohors I 

Batavorum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The h e i g h t of the a l t a r i s 14f-

i n c h e s , the w i d t h i s 7f- inches and the t h i c k n e s s i s 5§- i n c h e s . The 

s h a f t i s 5 j inches h i g h , 6ijr inches wide and 4 f inches t h i c k . 

The a l t a r has been made e a s i l y p o r t a b l e by the i n s e r t i o n of an 

i r o n s t a p l e i n t o the top o f the c a p i t a l } presumably t h i s once had a 

r i n g a t t a c h e d . The remains of the s t a p l e may s t i l l be seen. 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 
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The b o l s t e r s are damaged but seem t o have been p l a i n , ( t y p e A l a ) . 
There i s no f o c u s . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 6 ) , r i s i n g to a pedimented c e n t r a l 

p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there i s a 

bead moulding, a sagging oyma r e c t a and another bead moulding. These 

mouldings are the same, a l t h o u g h s m a l l e r i n s i z e , as those on the a l t a r 

from t h e Nymphaeum at Carrawburgh ( 2 6 6 ) . At the base the mouldings are 

re v e r s e d and t h e r e i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . The same te m p l e t has been 

used f o r b o t h s e t s of mouldings. 

The a l t a r must be dated t o the end o f the second or the e a r l y 

years o f the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

RIB 1535 

C l a y t o n , AA_2 V I I I , 17 w i t h f i g . 

Budge, 319, no. 93 

Chesters Cat.. 26, no. 152 . 

268. An a l t a r from Carrawburgh Mithraeum} now i n the Museum 

of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d t o M i t h r a s by Aulus C l u e n t i u s Habitus, 

p r e f e c t of Cohors I Batavorum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The a l t a r 

i s 42f- inches h i g h , 1&£ inches wide and ,174- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 

i s 20f- inches h i g h , 15^- inches wide and 13g- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are no b o l s t e r s but t h e i r presence i s suggested by r o u n d e l s , 

whioh have been decorated w i t h s o l a r d i s k s i n r e l i e f , carved a t each 

side o f the c a p i t a l . 

The top i s f l a t and r o u g h l y c h i s e l l e d . There i s no f o c u s . 

There i s no f a s c i a . 
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The f o c u s mount i s " f i l l e d i n " ( t y p e 3 ) . The f r o n t of the focus 

mount i s decorated w i t h t h r e e egg shapes i n r e l i e f . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l , "below a 

s c o t i a and t o r u s , t h e r e are two stepped-in f i l l e t s and a f i l l e t i n c l i n e d 

outwards. These mouldings ai«e re v e r s e d a t the base and t h e r e i s a 

stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s l i n k e d t o 265 not o n l y by i t s f i n d - s p o t but by the 

i n c l i n e d f i l l e t s o f the mouldings. The shape o f the c a p i t a l suggests 

t h a t i t i s o f l a t e r d a t e . 

RIB 1545 

Richmond and O i l l a m , AA 4 XXIX, 36? p l a t e XIA. 

A l t a r s p r o b a b l y from the workshop o f Cohors I Batavorum. 

269. An a l t a r from Carrawburgh Mithraeum; now i n the Museum o f 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o M i t h r a s by Marcus S i m p l i c i u s Simplex, 

p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n sandstone. The h e i g h t of the a l t a r i s 47f-

i n c h e s . I t i s 18 inches wide and I 6 f inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 22^-

inches h i g h , 13§- inches wide and 14 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a sunken panel 6 inches h i g h and 12 inches wide. 

I t has two stepped f i l l e t s a t the t o p , dexter and s i n i s t e r sides and 

an i n c i s e d h o r i z o n t a l band o f i n t e r l o c k i n g , h o r i z o n t a l S-curves a t the 

bottom of the p a n e l . The s e t t i n g out l i n e s f o r the l e t t e r i n g may s t i l l 

be seen. 

The sides of the s h a f t are p l a i n but the f r o n t bears a bust o f 
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M i t h r a s i n a shouldered n i c h e , f l a n k e d by r i b b o n s or s t r a p s decorated 
w i t h l u n a r and s o l a r symbols; the ends are "dagged". The god h i m s e l f 
faces the f r o n t , a grooved c l o a k , f a s t e n e d on the r i g h t shoulder w i t h 
a c i r c u l a r brooch, c o v e r i n g h i s l e f t hand and arm. I n h i s r i g h t hand 
he holds a whip. He has a l a u r e l wreath around h i s head and small 
i n c i s e d l i n e s l e a d t o a halo of p e r f o r a t e d r a y s e n c i r c l i n g h i s h a i r . 
Through these r a y s the l i g h t from a lamp placed i n a h o l l o w , 10 inches 
wide, a t the back o f the stone might shine so t h a t the god seemed to 
be crowned by a diadem of r a d i a n c e . The p i e r c e d r a y s may be p a r a l l e l e d 
a t S a r m i s z e g e t h u s a * The t o r s o o f the god i s v e r y muscular. The 
eyes are l e n t o i d . When found, t r a c e s o f the c o l o u r i n g remained on the 
stone. The c l o a k and l a t e r a l r i b b o n s had been red} the body of the 
god had been p l a s t e r e d w h i t e and p a i n t e d . The f i g u r e r e p r e s e n t s the 
epiphany of the god. 

There are n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth and decorated 

w i t h two i v y leaves i n r e l i e f on each side o f a t r i s k e l e s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s 

a stepped-in f i l l e t , a t o r u s moulding, two stepped-in f i l l e t s , a 

shal l o w s o o t i a and a smal l e r t o r u s . At t h e base t h e r e i s a t o r u s w i t h 

shallow s c o t i a , one l a r g e and one small stepped-out f i l l e t , a l a r g e 

t o r u s , a f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

Richmond suggests t h a t the a l t a r belongs t o the e a r l y f o u r t h 

c e n t u r y , but t h e r e i s l i t t l e t o i n d i c a t e so l a t e a d a t e . Indeed the 

mouldings suggest t h a t i t i s not much l a t e r i n date than the o t h e r 

two major a l t a r s from the Mithraeum. A t h i r d c e n t u r y a t t r i b u t i o n i s 

e n t i r e l y a p p r o p r i a t e . 

1. Cumont, Textes e t Monuments I I , f i g . 144* 
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RIB 1546 

Richmond and G i l l a m , AA 4 XXIX, 36 -38 ; plat© XIIB 

Toynbee, A r t i n Roman B r i t a i n , 154» no. 70; p l a t e 75* 

270 . An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r of u n c e r t a i n provenance; now i n the 

Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s caryed i n coarse sandstone. I t i s 14 inches h i g h , 

9-gj- inches wide and 6 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 5 -̂ inches h i g h , 8-g-

inches wide and 4f- inches t h i c k . 

On the f r o n t o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s a r a i s e i a n s a t e p anel. This 

m o t i f i s repeated on the base. 

The s i d e s o f the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , w i t h p l a i n ends. They are 

set back from the edges o f the c a p i t a l . 

The f o c u s i s e l l i p t i c a l , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t i s 

atta c h e d to the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7 ) » 

The f o c u s measures 2-g- inches i n t e r n a l l y from side t o side and 2£- inches 

from f r o n t t o back. I t i s §• i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged", carved w i t h the ends of the b o l s t e r s 

i n one plane ( t y p e 6 ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s formed by t w i n concave arcs sweeping 

upwards to meet i n a convex arc ( t y p e 3 / 2 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l 

t h e r e are two t o r i . At the base t h e r e are th r e e t o r i and a p l i n t h . 

The sides o f both c a p i t a l and base have one t o r u s fewer than the f r o n t 

o f the stone. 

Cat. Ant. 105, no. 212 . 
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Conors I A e l i a Sacorum 

An impressive s e r i e s of stones has come from the workshops of 

Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum a t B i r d o s w a l d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ten o f these 

are now l o s t . 

For the most p a r t , the d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . S a c r i f i c i a l 

implements and v e s s e l s never appear. 

Where t h e y e x i s t , b o l s t e r s are p l a i n . No t r a d i t i o n a l f ocus 

s u r v i v e s . Two stones have r a i s e d , f l a t p l a t f o r m s i n i t s p l a c e . 

Fasciae are o f t e n " e n larged". The f o c u s mount i s e i t h e r gable-

shaped ( t y p e l ) or f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The mouldings are u s u a l l y t o r i and f i l l e t s , a l t h o u g h cymas are 

also used. 

The e a r l i e s t a l t a r i s undecorated and t h e r e f o r e o m i t t e d from 

the catalogue (RIB 991 ) • The a l t a r s s t r e t c h throughout the t h i r d 

c e n t u r y and g i v e a good i n d i c a t i o n of the way i n which the s t y l e s o f 

a l t a r s were being m o d i f i e d , p o s s i b l y to r e f l e c t the gradual d e c l i n e 

i n standards of c r a f t s m a n s h i p d u r i n g the p e r i o d . 

2 7 1 . An a l t a r p r o b a b l y from B i r d o s w a l d ; now a t Rokeby. 

The a l t a r i s dedioated to J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Daoorum. 

I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 47 inches h i g h , 20g-

i n c h e s wide and 14f- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 21 inches h i g h , 16^-

inches wide and 10j? inches t h i c k . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s set i n a panel o u t l i n e d by two f i l l e t s . 

The panel i s 17 inches h i g h and 12-§- inches wide. A band of t i n y c h i p -

carved bar chevron ornaments the margin above and below the panel. 

The back and sides of t h e s h a f t are p a n e l l e d . At the sides the panels 

are 17 i n c h e s h i g h and 7 i n c h e s wide. Bands o f c h i p - c a r v e d bar chevron 
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appear on the back and sides a l s o . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) w i t h damaged ends. 

The f o c u s i s now an e l l i p t i c a l , r a i s e d f l a t p l a t f o r m i f - i nches 

h i g h ( t y p e D12). From side t o side i t measures 9 j inches and i t 7f-

inches from f r o n t t o back. The presence of two i r o n r i v e t s i n d i c a t e s 

t h a t the focus has been a l t e r e d f o r use as a s u n - d i a l . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow and decorated, 

alt h o u g h a t the f r o n t o f the stone the ornament i s not w e l l preserved. 

On the o t h e r three sides of the c a p i t a l a s e r i e s o f r o u n d e l s o u t l i n e d 

by a bead mould and l i n k e d w i t h each o t h e r by a c u r v i n g moulding encloses 

r o s e t t e s o f e i t h e r f o u r or s i x p e t a l s . I n the present s t a t e o f 

w e a t h e r i n g i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o a s o e r t a i n the o r i g i n a l f orm. Below the 

r o u n d e l s t h e r e i s a h o r i z o n t a l bead moulding. 

The f o c u s mount i s damaged b u t i t i s c l e a r t h a t i t has been 

"between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s 

a t o r u s , a stepped-in f i l l e t and a stepped-in f l a r i n g c a v e t t o . These 

may be a cyma r e v e r s e moulding i n a m o d i f i e d f o r m . The f r o n t of the 

stone has been m u t i l a t e d and now appears to have deeply grooved d i a g o n a l 

s c o r i n g imposed on a l a r g e oyma re v e r s e moulding. The back and sides 

of t h e c a p i t a l r e v e a l t h e t r u e n a t u r e o f the o r i g i n a l c a r v i n g . At 

the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out f l a r i n g c a v e t t o , a f l a t t e n e d t o r u s 

and a p l i n t h . These mouldings may a l s o be seen as m o d i f i c a t i o n s of a 

cyma r e v e r s e . 

The a l t a r seems t o belong to the e a r l y p a r t o f the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

The r e c t a n g u l a r f a s c i a and the focus mount o f type 1 place i t i n t h i s 

p e r i o d i n c o n t r a s t to o t h e r stones carved by members of Cohors I A e l i a 

Sacorum. 

RIB 1889 

LS 356 

H o r s l e y , 254, Cumb. X I . 
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272 . The lower p a r t o f an a l t a r , now l o s t , from B i r d o s w a l d . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to Mars by Gohors I A e l i a Dacorum. 

No dimensions are preserved. 

The d i e i s a panel w i t h a p l a i n border. 

No mouldings appear to have s u r v i v e d . 

The a l t a r i s l i n k e d t o 271 and 273 *>y the p a n e l l e d d i e . 

RIB 1898 

Horeley, 255, Cumb. X I I I . 

273» P a r t o f an a l t a r , now m u t i l a t e d , from Birdoswald} now 

i n T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s dedicated t o the Standards and t o the D e i t y of 

the Emperor by Cohors I Dacorum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The 

stone i s 28f- inches h i g h , 19^- inches wide and 15 inches t h i c k . Shaft 

and c a p i t a l now have the same dimensions. 

The d i e i s a sunken panel 14-g- inches wide, o u t l i n e d by a t o r u s 

and a bead moulding. S i m i l a r panels appear on the sides of the s h a f t . 

The a l t a r i s much damaged but H o r s l e y 1 s drawing shows t h a t i t 

had b o l s t e r s w i t h p l a i n ends. 

No d e t a i l s o f the focus are pre s e r v e d . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged," curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5)« 

I t i i s e s t o a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded a c c o r d i n g to Ho r s l e y . A f i l l e t , s c o t i a 

and l a r g e t o r u s surmount a smaller f i l l e t . 

The stone i s l i n k e d w i t h 271 and 272 by the p a n e l l e d d i e and 

to 274-276 by the "enlarged" f a s c i a of type 5 . 

RIB 1904 

LS 377 

Horsley, Cumb., V I . 

TH. Cat.. 16, no. 4 0 . 



288. 

274* The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r , now l o s t , from B i r d o s w a l d . 

The a l t a r i s ded i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I Dacorum. No 

dimensions of the stone are prese r v e d . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s have p l a i n ends. 

A c c o r d i n g l y to Ho r s l e y , the f a s c i a i s "enlarged", curved under 

the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5 ) j r i s i n g t o a rounded pediment, no doubt o r i g i n a l l y 

of ty/pe 1 . Gordon's sketch shows a r e c t a n g u l a r f a s c i a and focus mount 

o f type 1, w i t h s e m i - c i r c u l a r p r o f i l e ( t y p e 2 ) . Horsley's f i g u r e i s 

more i n keeping w i t h t h i r d c e n t u r y s t y l e s . 

The mouldings a t t h e c a p i t a l are a t o r u s and a stepped-in f i l l e t . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 213-222. 

RIB 1892 

Gordon, 80; p l a t e X L V I I , 3 . 

Horsley, 253, Cumb V. 

275» An a l t a r from near B i r d o s w a l d j now i n T u l l i e House Museum, 

C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s ded i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum under 

the dommand o f J u l i u s M a r c e l l i n u s , c e n t u r i o n o f Legio I I Augusta. I t 

i s carved i n cream sandstone. The a l t a r i s 50 inches h i g h , 21^- inches 

wide and I 8 f inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 24 inches h i g h , 18 inches wide 

and 15 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . At the f r o n t they are o u t l i n e d 

by a groove. 

The f o c u s i a a r a i s e d square p l a t f o r m ( t y p e D12) measuring 11 inches 

by 11 i n c h e s . I t i s i f - inches h i g h . 
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The f a s o i a i s "enlarged," curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t ype 5 ) . 

The f r o n t o f the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s damaged but at the back a 

pediment t e r m i n a t e s i n t w i n i n c i s e d s c r o l l s . T h is p a t t e r n most probably 

also appeared a t the f r o n t of the stone. 

The a l t a r i s carved on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a l a r g e 

q u i r k e d cyma reverse based on t a n g e n t i a l a r c s . At the base the order 

of the mouldings i s reversed and t h e r e i s a p l i n t h . 

RIB 1880 

Watkin, CW1 IX, 291-293; f i g . , 293. 

TH. Cat., 7 , no. 15 . 

276. An a l t a r p r o b a b l y from Birdoswald} now a t Rokeby. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Daoorum under 

the command of S t a t i u s Longinus, t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. 

The a l t a r i s 41-g" inches h i g h , 22 inches wide and 12 inches t h i c k . The 

s h a f t i s 18 inches h i g h , 17 inches wide and 8-g- inches t h i c k . At the 

back of the a l t a r , the s i n i s t e r s i d e of the s h a f t has been c u t away. 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The ends are damaged. 

The.focus i s m u t i l a t e d . I t has been hollowed out t o take a p l a n t 

and now measures 7 inches from side to side and 5 j inches from back t o 

f r o n t . Towards the back of the stone, two r i d g e s connect the focus to 

the b o l s t e r s (upper surface type 2 ) . 

The f a s c i a - i s "enlarged" and seems t o have been carved i n one 

plane w i t h the ends of the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 6 ) . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e has 

pr o b a b l y been a pediment ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l the mouldings 

are s i m i l a r to those o f ; i . 271 and 291« a l a r g e cyma re v e r s a seems 

to have been m o d i f i e d to form a t o r u s and a q u i r k e d c a v e t t o stepped-in 

to the d i e . At the base there i s a l a r g e stepped-out cyma re v e r s a 
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and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 1887 

H o r s l e y , 254» Cumb. X. 

277* An a l t a r from Birdoswald; now at Rokeby. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Sacorum under 

the command of A u r e l i u s Faustus, t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n b u f f sand­

stone. The h e i g h t o f the a l t a r i s 32£ inches and i t i s 16 inches 

wide and 13 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 15-g- inches h i g h , I 4 J inches 

wide and 12-g- i n c h e B t h i c k . I t has not been c o r r e c t l y squared i n 

r e l a t i o n to the d i e . 

The die and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , and v e r y damaged. 

There i s no c o n v e n t i o n a l f o c u s . A gable runs across the whole 

w i d t h of the c a p i t a l . I n the c e n t r e o f t h i s t h e r e i s a v e r y small 

depression which may have served as a f o c u s . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth. 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) , and forms 

a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 1 ( p e d i m e n t ) . 

The a l t a r i s carved on three s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

f i l l e t and a stepped-in c a v e t t o . T h i s may be a debased form o f the 

mouldings on 275« At the base t h e r e i s o n l y a simple step. The base 

does not s u r v i v e i n i t s e n t i r e t y . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o the year A.2. 237« 

RIB 1875 

HorBley, 254, Cumb. I X . 

278. P a r t of an a l t a r p r o b a b l y from Birdoswald; now i n T u l l i e 

House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r of Doliche by Cohors I A e l i a 



Dacorum under the command of F l a v i u s Maximianus. I t i s carved i n red 

sandstone. The a l t a r i s 29 inches h i g h , 11 inches wide and 7 inches 

t h i c k . The s h a f t i s now 7 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . The s i n i s t e r side o f the s h a f t i s 

broken away. 

The c a p i t a l i s m u t i l a t e d . The t o p has been removed and n e i t h e r 

b o l s t e r s nor focus s u r v i v e . 

I n i t s present s t a t e the f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , and both 

f r o n t and d e x t e r side are decorated w i t h bar chevron p a t t e r n . 

No f o c u s mount now e x i s t s . 

The a l t a r has been moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . The back i s 

broken away. The c a p i t a l bears a l a r g e t o r u s moulding. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o the years A.D. 235-238. 

RIB 1896 

LS 349 

H o r s l e y , 252, Cumb. I I . 

TH. Cat., 6 -7 , no. 1 4 . 

279 . The upper p a r t of an a l t a r from B i r d o s w a l d j now i n T u l l i e 

House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r was a t f i r s t d e d i c a t e d t o Cocidius but a secondary 

text has been superimposed naming J u p i t e r as the d e i t y and Cohors I 

A e l i a Dacorum under the command of Pomponius Desideratus as the 

d e d i c a t o r . The a l t a r i s carved i n r e d sandstone. I t i s 36 inches 

h i g h , 12f- inches wide and 10 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , w i t h sunken f r o n t s . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 3 ) , r i s i n g to a s l i g h t l y curved 

pediment ( t y p e l ) . 
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The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s 

one l a r g e t o r u s . The mouldings of the base do not s u r v i v e . 

The secondary i n s c r i p t i o n g i v e s the u n i t the t i t l e T e t r i c i a n a and 

thus places the c a r v i n g o f the a l t a r b e fore A.D. 273. I t f i t B best 

i n t o the m i d - t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

RIB 1885 

LS 353 

H o r s l e y , 253-4 , Cumb. V I I . 

TH. Cat., 7, no. 16 

280. The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r , p r o b a b l y from Birdoswald; 

now i n T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I Dacorum. I t i s 

carved i n r e d sandstone. I t i s 23-|- inches h i g h , 18 inches wide and 

16 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 18 inches wide and 11 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The a l t a r i s now i n v e r t e d but seems t o l a c k b o l s t e r s . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The f o c u s mount i s between the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e l ) . I t curves t o 

form a pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . The stone i s l e f t uncut 

between the f o c u s mount and the b o l s t e r s . 

Mouldings s u r v i v e o n l y on the f r o n t o f the stone. Here t h e r e i s 

a f i l l e t and a cyma r e v e r s a . 

The shape o f the f a s c i a combines w i t h the d e d i c a t i o n t o suggest 

t h a t a date i n the t h i r d c e n t u r y i s a p p r o p r i a t e . 

RIB 1891 

LS 364 

Bruce, Wall 3, 263 w i t h f i g . 

TH. Cat., 7 -8 , no. 17 . 



281. An a l t a r , broken across the s h a f t , p r o b a b l y from Birdoswald} 

now a t Lanercost P r i o r y . 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum. 

I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The h e i g h t o f the a l t a r as i t i s now 

preserved i s 46^- inches. I t i s I 4 J inches wide and 9 inches t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s 22 inches h i g h , 13§- inches wide and 7f- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s and focus have gone and the t o p of the stone i s now 

f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 5 ) ' 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s 

a t o r u s and a f l a t t e n e d cyma r e v e r s e moulding. At the base these 

mouldings appear i n r e v e r s e . 

RIB 1894 

LS 365 

282. An a l t a r , now l o s t , found near Birdoswald f o r t . 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum 

under the command o f Probius Augendus, t r i b u n e . No dimensions are 

prese r v e d . 

The die and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The t o p of the c a p i t a l i s damaged. No b o l s t e r s are shown on 

Hutchinson's f i g u r e . 

The a l t a r has been moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e sideB. At the 

c a p i t a l t h e r e seems t o be an i n v e r t e d cyma r e v e r s e moulding. At the 

base t h e r e are a p p a r e n t l y two s e t s o f mouldings, one on each side 

of a deep base. The upper group seems to have been a stepped-out 

c a v e t t o and a t o r u s , w h i l e the lower seems t o have been a cyma r e v e r s e . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o the years A.D. 259-268. 
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RIB 1886 

Hutchinson, Cumb. I , 73 w i t h f i g . 

283- An a l t a r , now l o s t , from near Birdoswald. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum 

under the command o f Marcius G a l l i c u s , t r i b u n e . No dimensions are 

preserved. 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The upper surface of the a l t a r i s damaged and i t i s i m p o s s i b l e 

to comment on b o l s t e r s , focus or f a s c i a . 

The a l t a r has been moulded on a t l e a s t t h r ee s i d e s . At the 

c a p i t a l t h e r e seems to have been two t o r i . As w i t h 282, the base 

d i s p l a y s two s e t s o f mouldings, one on e i t h e r s i d e o f a deep base. 

I n both cases these seem to have been f l a r i n g cymas r e v e r s a . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 259-268 

and i s c l e a r l y l i n k e d s t y l i s t i c a l l y w i t h 282 . They are p r o b a b l y from 

the same hand. See also 284* 

RIB 1883 

Hutchinson, Cumb. I , 73 w i t h f i g . 

284* A slab i n t e n d e d as an a l t a r , from Waterheadj now a t 

C a s t l e s t e a d s . 

The stone i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r and to the D e i t y of the Emperor 

by Cohors I A e l i a Daoorum under the oommand of Marcius G a l l i c u s , 

t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n cream sandstone. The h e i g h t of the stone 

i s 28 inches, the w i d t h i s 154 inches and the t h i c k n e s s i s 3f- i n c h e s . 

The s h a f t i s 15 inches wide. 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 
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There are n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . The t o p of the stone i s 

f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 7)« 

The o n l y moulding i s a cabled t o r u s a t the f r o n t o f the stone, 

s e p a r a t i n g the die from the f a s c i a . 

The a l t a r was carved d u r i n g the p e r i o d o f command o f a t r i b u n e 

known to have been a t Birdoswald i n the years A.2. 259-268. See 283. 

RIB 1882 

LS 363 

Collingwood, CW2 X X I I , 214, no. 23 . 

285» An a l t a r p r o b a b l y from Birdoswald; now i n T u l l i e House 

Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Sacorum 

under the command of Ammonius V i c t o r i n u s ^ t r i b u n e . I t i s carved 

i n oream sandstone. The h e i g h t o f the a l t a r i s 34 inches; the 

w i d t h i s 13f- inches and the t h i c k n e s s 7 inc h e s . The s h a f t i s 18|-

inches h i g h , 13-g- inches wide and 8 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) and have p l a i n ends. 

The t o p of the stone i s f l a t . The f o c u s , i f any e x i s t e d , has 

been chipped away. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged," curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5 ) 

and forms a f l a t c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 10 . 

The a l t a r has been moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . At the 

f r o n t of the c p p i t a l t h ere i s a very l a r g e , f l a t t e n e d t o r u s . At 

the sides o f the c a p i t a l t h e r e are two t o r i . At the base t h e r e i s 

a l a r g e , f l a t t e n e d t o r u s and p l i n t h . 

From the ge n e r a l shape of t h i s a l t a r , i t would seem to be f a i r l y 

l a t e i n the s e r i e s . See 286. 
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RIB 1874 

- LS 357 

Hutchinson, Cumb. I I , p l a t e I I , 2 1 , between 534 and 535• 

TH. Cat., 6, no. 13 . 

286. An a l t a r from Birdoswald; now a t Rokeby. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s d e f e c t i v e but the a l t a r has been de d i c a t e d 

by a u n i t commanded by Ammonius V i c t o r i n u s . He was t r i b u n e of Cohors 

I A e l i a Decorum. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 34 

inches h i g h , 13-4 inches wide and 16 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 19f-

inches h i g h , 12-g- inches wide and 14 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The t o p o f the c a p i t a l has been shaved o f f and no b o l s t e r s now 

remain. 

The focus has been hollowed out t o take a p l a n t . The i n t e r n a l 

dimensions are 6̂- inches from side t o side and 6f- inches from back 

t o f r o n t . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep. 

No focus mount s u r v i v e s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . There i s a l a r g e t o r u s 

a t the c a p i t a l and a s i m i l a r moulding and stepped-out p l i n t h a t the 

base. 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y comes from the second h a l f of the t h i r d 

c e n t u r y . See 285• 

RIB 1906 

Horsley, 255, Cumb. XIV. 

287 . The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r , now l o s t , p r obably from 

Birdoswald. 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Pacorum. 



No dimensions are preserved. 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The ends o f the b o l s t e r s are p l a i n . 

The f a s c i a i s "en l a r g e d " ( t y p e 7 ) . 

The upper p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r has a t o r u s moulding a t the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l . 

The a l t a r i s l i n k e d s t y l i s t i c a l l y w i t h 285• 

RIB 1890 

Horsley, 252, Cumb. I . 

288. An a l t a r from Birdoswald} now i n T u l l i e House Museum, 

C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum 

under the command of A u r e l i u s V e r i n u s , t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n 

b u f f sandstone. The h e i g h t of the stone i s 32-g- inches; the w i d t h 

i s 17-g- inches and the t h i c k n e s s i s 7 i n c h e s . The s h a f t i s 15^- inches 

wide. 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , w i t h p l a i n ehds. 

There i s no fo o u s . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged," curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5 / 7 ) -

The upper p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

Apart from a step at the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l t h e r e are no 

mouldings. The base i s broken. 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n to the years A.D. 276-282. 

I t i s a good example of l a t e t h i r d - c e n t u r y s t y l e s . 

JRS L I , 194, no. 12. 

289. An a l t a r from Birdoswald} sought i n v a i n a t T u l l i e 

House Museum. 
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The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I Dacorurn s t y l e d 
Augusta. I t i s s a i d t o be 19 inches h i g h and 11 inches wide. 

The die i s a panel w i t h a p l a i n b o r d e r . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . T h e i r presence i s suggested by s o l a r 

d i s k s w i t h i n c i r c l e s i n o i s e d on the f a s c i a . 

The f i g u r e i n LS shows a small depression on the top of the 

stone which seems to i n d i c a t e the f o c u s . 

The f a s c i a i s enlarged ( t y p e 7 ) « An i n c i s e d swastika i s 

f l a n k e d by the two s o l a r d i s k s mentioned above. 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . The c a p i t a l i s 

separated from the s h a f t by a s t e p . 

RIB 1877 

LS 366 

TH. Cat., 8, no. 18. 

290. P a r t o f an a l t a r p r o b a b l y from Birdoswald; now i n 

T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Cocidius by Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum 

under the command of T e r e n t i u B V a l e r i a n u s , t r i b u n e . I t i s carved 

i n b u f f sandstone. The stone i s 21-g- inches h i g h , 2C4r inches wide 

and 14 inches t h i c k . The lower p a r t o f t h e a l t a r has been c u t 

away, the top has been trimmed f l a t and the back has been hollowed 

out t o form a f e e d i n g t r o u g h . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

N e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor focus s u r v i v e . 

The f a s c i a i s now r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) . 

No mouldings s u r v i v e . 

RIB 1872 

H o r s l e y , 256, Cumb. X V I I 

Collingwood, CW2 X X V I I I , I 3 5 - I 3 6 , no. 1; 135, f i g . 1. 



A l t a r s prob&bly from the workshop o f Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum. 

291« An a l t a r p r o b a b l y from B i r d o s w a l d j now b u i l t i n a t Corby 

C a s t l e . 

The a l t a r i s ded i c a t e d f o r the w e l f a r e of the Emperor C a r a o a l l a . I t 

i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The h e i g h t o f the stone i s 34-g- in c h e s , and 

the w i d t h i s 18 inch e s . The s h a f t i s 17 inches h i g h and 15 inches wide. 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the de x t e r side of the s h a f t t h e r e i s a g u t t u s w i t h o v o i d body 

and neck g r a d u a l l y merging i n t o the body ( t y p e B2), and a pa t e r a of which 

o n l y the r i m i s now v i s i b l e . On the s i n i s t e r side of the s h a f t t h e r e i s 

an axe w i t h very narrow square-ended blade ( t y p e 3 ) and. a k n i f e of which 

o n l y the c u t t i n g edge i s now v i s i b l e ( t y p e l ) . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , f l a t t e n e d on the t o p and v e r y 

weathered a t the f r o n t . 

There i s now no f o c u s . A r e c t a n g u l a r channel 5 inches wide and 2-J-

inches deep runs d i a g o n a l l y across the top of the c a p i t a l . 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged", s l o p i n g under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 4 )» The 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l may have been a pediment but l i t t l e o f 

t h i s now remains. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on a t l e a s t three s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e 

i s a m o d i f i e d cyma reversa based on t a n g e n t i a l arcs and now appearing 

as a f l a t t e n e d t o r u s and f l a r i n g chamfered c a v e t t o , stepped-in to the 

s h a f t . This c a l l s to mind the mouldings o f another a l t a r p r o b a b l y from 

Birdoswald ( 2 7 6 ) . The mouldings a t the f r o n t of the base have gone but 

a t the s i n i s t e r side t h e r e appears a stepped-out, i n v e r t e d cyma r e v e r s a , 

a t o r u s and the p l i n t h . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s d e f e c t i v e and the name of the d e d i c a t o r i s not 

preserved. I t seems l i k e l y however t h a t Cohors I A e l i a Pacorum was 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the a l t a r . The presence o f the s a c r i f i c i a l implements 

on the s h a f t p o i n t s to a m i l i t a r y o r i g i n and the resemblance between 
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the mouldings of t h i s a l t a r and those o f 276 i s s t r i k i n g . The a l t a r 

dates from the p e r i o d A.D. 212-217 . 

RIB 19"11 

LS 368 

H o r s l e y , 256, Cumb. XVI. 

292. An a l t a r from B i r d o s w a j d j now i n T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s ded i c a t e d t o Fortune and i s oarved i n b u f f sandstone. 

I t i s 3O4 inches h i g h , 14^- inches wide and 10 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 

i s 15f- inches h i g h , 14 inches wide and 9l!r inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s and fo c u s have gone. The top is now f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep. 

I t i s impossible t o determine the form of the focus mount. 

The a l t a r has been moulded on t h r e e sides a t l e a s t . The back of the 

stone i s broken. The c a p i t a l i s damaged but the mouldings s u r v i v e a t 

the base. Here t h e r e are two small and one l a r g e r f l a t t e n e d t o r u s . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y comes from the workshop o f Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum 

i n the l a t e t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

RIB 1873 

LS 371 

Bruce, Wall 3, 263 w i t h f i g . 

TH. Cat., 5, no. 9 . 

293* P a r t of an a l t a r , now l o s t , p r o b a b l y from B i r d o s w a l d . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s d e f e c t i v e but the shape o f the a l t a r i s c l e a r l y 

t h i r d c e n t u r y i n type and the stone has p r o b a b l y come from the workshop 

o f Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum. No dimensions are re c o r d e d . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 
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The b o l s t e r s are small w i t h p l a i n ends. 

The f a s c i a i s " e n l a r g e d " a n d has probably been of type 4 . I f 

H o r s l e y 1 s sketch i s t o be r e l i e d upon i t seems t o have been carved i n 

one plane w i t h the ends o f the b o l s t e r s . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of the 

f a s c i a i s a pediment ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded a t c a p i t a l and base. At the c a p i t a l t h e r e 

i s a p r o j e c t i n g cyma r e v e r s e . At the base the moulding i s reversed 

and t h e r e i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r f i t s best i n t o an e a r l y t h i r d c e n t u r y c o n t e x t . 

RIB 1923 

Horsley, 253, Cumb. IV. 

294* An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r , now l o s t , p r o b a b l y from Birdoswald. 

Wo dimensions are preserved. 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s have p l a i n ends. 

The f a s c i a i s enlarged ( t y p e 7 )« 

The upper p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r has been b o l d l y moulded. At both c a p i t a l and base 

th e r e has been a cyma re v e r s a moulding. At the base the p l i n t h has 

been stepped-out. 

Horsley i d e n t i f i e d t h i s a l t a r as a stone whose i n s c r i p t i o n was 

recorded by Camden (RIB I 8 7 6 ) . The shape of the a l t a r s t r o n g l y 

suggests the view t h a t i t was carved i n the workshop of Cohors I A e l i a 

Dacorum. 

Horsley, 252, Cumb. I l l 

295. An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r from Housesteads; now i n the Museum t h e r e . 

The a l t a r i s carved i n sandstone. I t i s 12^ inches h i g h , 7 f inches 
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wide and 5 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 3§- inches h i g h , 6-g- inches wide 
and 4 j inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are v e r y small and are double, set side by s i d e . 

There i s no f o c u s . A gable runs from f r o n t to back of the c a p i t a l . 

T h e .fascia i s moulded ( t y p e 2 ) . Two t o r i are set above the 

c a p i t a l mouldings. 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 1'). I t forms 

a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 1 ( p e d i m e n t ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are 

two t o r i . At the base t h e r e are two t o r i and a p l i n t h . 

The gabled top of the a l t a r places the stone i n a small group, 

one of which was carved by a mason of Cohors I Dacorum (277 ) • 

296. An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r o f u n c e r t a i n provenance; now i n the 

Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. I t i s 244 inches h i g h , 

8 f inches wide and 8 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 8f- inches h i g h , 7-3r 

inches wide and 7 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . T h e i r f r o n t s are decorated 

w i t h two c o n c e n t r i c i n c i s e d c i r c l e s . 

The focus i s square, sunken ( t y p e B5a). I t i s 1-ijr inches across 

and -g- i n c h deep. I t i s c u t i n t o a gable r u n n i n g across the top of 

the c a p i t a l from f r o n t t o back. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth. 

The focus mount i s from the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 2 ) , r i s i n g to form 

a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 1 ( p e d i m e n t ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r sides but the back i s not w e l l 

f i n i s h e d . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a f l a t t e n e d t o r u s and a chamfered 
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f i l l e t . At the base t h e r e i s a l a r g e t o r u s and p l i n t h . 

The gabled upper surface of t h i s a l t a r p uts i t i n t o a small 

group o f stones d i s p l a y i n g t h i s f e a t u r e . Of these, one, from Bath 

(RIB 143)» i s d e d i c a t e d f o r the w e l f a r e and s a f e t y of a c e n t u r i o n 

o f Legio V I and another i s from the workshop of Cohors I A e l i a Dacorum 

at Birdoswald ( 2 7 7 ) • This suggests t h a t the a l t a r i s from a m i l i t a r y 

workshop, p o s s i b l y one a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Legio V I , and perhaps t h a t of 

the Dacians. 

Cat. Ant.. 105, no. 216. 

297« An a l t a r of u n c e r t a i n provenance; now i n T u l l i e House 

Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r , which has a tenon f o r i n s e r t i o n i n t o a base, i s carved 

i n r e d sandstone. I t i s l8f- inches h i g h , 10|- inches wide and 6^ inches 

t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 10^ inches h i g h , 7-ljr inches wide and 5A- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , s m a l l . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m and bottom g e n t l y s l o p i n g upwards 

to the c e n t r e ( t y p e A4a). I t measures 4f- inches i n t e r n a l l y and i s is-

i n c h deep. 

The f a s o i a i s " e n l a r g e d , " curved under the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e 5)« 

I t i s of pedimented shape ( t y p e l ) but the stone i s not out away 

between the gable and the b o l s t e r s so t h a t the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e i s 

f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e sides and has a chamfer a t the 

back. At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s one l a r g e and one small t o r u s . 

The shape o f the f a s c i a suggests t h a t t h e a l t a r belongs to the 

t h i r d c e n t u r y and t h a t i t has been carved by masons of Cohors I Dacorum 
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a t B i r d o s w a l d . I t i s a c c o r d i n g l y placed w i t h t h a t u n i t ' s stones. 

298. An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r of u n c e r t a i n provenance; now i n the 

Museum of A n t i q u i t i e s , Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n g r i t t y b u f f sandstone. I t i s 7 inches 

h i g h , 4-g- inches wide and inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 4 inches h i g h , 

4-g- inches wide and 3s" inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a sunken panel 4 inches h i g h and 2-g- inches wide. I t 

i s o u t l i n e d by a p l a i n border 1 i n c h wide a t the sides and 1-J inches 

a t the bottom. 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) but damaged. 

There i s no focus but a gable extends across the c a p i t a l from 

f r o n t t o back. 

There i s no f a s c i a . 

The f o c u s mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e has the shape of a s e m i - c i r c l e ( t y p e 2). 

There are no mouldings. 

The gable r u n n i n g across the top o f the c a p i t a l may be p a r a l l e l e d 

on 277, 295 and 296. 
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Cohors I Hispanorum 

The f i n e s e r i e s o f s i x t e e n a l t a r s carved by masons o f t h i s u n i t 

w h i l e a t Maryport mention seven commanders of whom two are t r i b u n e s . 

To these stones another u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r may be added i n v i r t u e of 

i t s s i m i l a r i t y o f s t y l e . A l l are de d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r , a l t h o u g h i n 

th r e e i n s t a n c e s the Numina Augustorum are l i n k e d w i t h the g r e a t god 

of Rome. T h i r t e e n of the s i x t e e n a l t a r s are f u l l y carved 6n a l l f o u r 

s i d e s and a l l the e x t a n t examples except one are more than t h i r t y 

inches h i g h . 

The a l t a r s f a l l i n t o t o two d i s t i n c t groups. The f i r s t ^ e l e v e n 

stones m e n t i o n i n g the two t r i b u n e s and one p r e f e c t , H e l s t r i u s N o v e l l u s , 

i s simple i n g e n e r a l s t y l e . The a l t a r s o f the second group are more 

a m b i t i o u s i n design, a l t h o u g h r e t a i n i n g some f e a t u r e s common t o Group 1 . 

A l l the a l t a r s o f Group 1 have p l a i n d i e s and s h a f t s . Pour out 

of the f i v e a l t a r s o f Group 2 have t h e i n s c r i p t i o n s set w i t h i n a 

moulded p a n e l . One a l t a r o f t h i s group bears m o t i f s on the s h a f t s 

on each side t h e r e i s a pa t e r a and on the back a wheel. 

The b o l s t e r s o f both groups are p l a i n , the ends sometimes 

decorated w i t h geometric, r o s e t t e - l i k e p a t t e r n s or i n one i n s t a n c e 

w i t h c o n c e n t r i c grooves. Foci are c i r c u l a r and u s u a l l y dished^ a l t h o u g h 

i n each group one focus i s f l a t - b o t t o m e d w i t h a pronounced " k i c k " 

i n the c e n t r e . 

The f a s c i a e of the two groups are d i s s i m i l a r . I n Group 1 t h e r e 

are ten moulded f a s c i a e and one enlarged f a s o i a . The f a s c i a e of 

the stones of Group 2 are a l l deoorated; i n th r e e cases they are 

deep and i n two, narrow. The focus mounts o f Group 1 are, i n every 

case except one, "between the b o l s t e r s " and are mai n l y based on the 

pedimental shape ( t y p e l ) . I n group 2 those of the ex t a n t stones 

are i n v a r i a b l y "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2) w i t h c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f 



306. 

"type 5* T h i s c e n t r a l p r o f i l e has great a f f i n i t i e s with that oarved 
on a l t a r s of Cohors I I Tungrorum at B i r r e n s . 

Apart from the unsuccessful attempts at more elaborate mouldings, 

the masons who carved both groups were dependent on the f i l l e t to 

e f f e c t the change from the shaft to c a p i t a l and base. This suggests 

that they had been tr a i n e d i n a workshop, perhaps that of Legio IX 

Elspana. about which l i t t l e i s as yet known. 

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ornament of Qxoup 1 i s an i n c i s e d c i r c l e with 

a w e l l defined oentre. This motif occurs on seven out of eleven stones. 

The designs favoured by the masons of Group 2 are e i t h e r based upon 

sparrow-pecked s e m i - c i r c l e s separated by bands of chip-carved chevron 

or are v a r i e t i e s of s c r o l l ornament i n r e l i e f . One of the a l t a r s has 

the s i d e s of the o a p i t a l decorated with a band of l e a f ornament i n 

r e l i e f set out with compasses. This i s s i m i l a r to the design on an 

a l t a r of Legio XX from Chester. 

The dating of the two groups of a l t a r s i s d i f f i c u l t , Wenham ^* 

suggests that c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y the order of command at Maryport should be, 

f i r s t the p r e f e c t s and then the tribunes, the increased d i g n i t y of the 

commander i n d i c a t i n g the ungrading of the regiment from five-hundred to 

one thousand men. In the t h i r d century at Netherby the unit was m i l l i a r y . 

One of the two tribunes named on the i n s c r i p t i o n s i n Marcus Maenius 

Agrippa, who i s known to have been i n B r i t a i n at some time i n Hadrian's 

reign, although the exact date i s u n c e r t a i n . The other tribune, Oaius 

C a b a l l i u s P r i s c u s , presumably e i t h e r preceded or followed Maenius 

Agrippa within a f a i r l y short time bracket. I f Maenius Agrippa's period 

at Maryport i s thought to be e a r l y i n Hadrian's reign, o. A.D. 118 to 

121, then C a b a l l i u s P r i s c u s ' command would f a l l not l a t e r than about 

A.D. 130. I f Maenius Agrippa did not serve i n B r i t a i n u n t i l the l a t e r 

part of Hadrian's r e i g n , then C a b a l l i u s P r i s c u s ' command 

1. CW2 XXXIX, 25. 
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c o u l d be pushed as l a t e as the immediate pre-Antonine p e r i o d . I n any 

event, on t h i s argument a l l the p r e f e c t s would serve e i t h e r b e fore 

cS.A.D. 118 or d.A.D. 130, and the date o f the e a r l i e s t o f t h e i r a l t a r s 

would go back to T r a j a n i c t i m e s , or e a r l i e r . 

Now s t y l i s t i c a l l y the a l t a r s o f Group 2, dedicated when Lu c i u s 

Cammius Maximus, Lucius A n t i s t i u s Lupus Verianus and Marcus Censorius 

Cornelianus were p r e f e c t s , accord best w i t h a mid-second c e n t u r y d a t e . 

The band o f leaves, p a r a l l e l e d on a l e g i o n a r y stone dated A.D. 154, 

an a l t a r from S t o c k s t a d t dated A.3. 167, another from Jagsthausen 

dated A.D. 179 and on an a l t a r i n the Bonn Museum to which a t h i r d 

c e n t u r y date i s g i v e n , the sparrow-pecked s e m i - c i r c l e s p a r a l l e l e d on 
1. 

an a l t a r from S t o c k s t a d t dated A.D. 167, s t r o n g l y suggest t h a t a date 

l a t e r than the l a t e f i r s t or e a r l y second c e n t u r y i s d e s i r a b l e . By 

c o n t r a s t , the two a l t a r s d e d i c a t e d when H e l s t r i u s N o v e l l u s was p r e f e c t 

accord w e l l w i t h those o f the t r i b u n e s and, i f V/enham's t h e o r y h o l d s , 

he must be considered as one o f the l a s t p r e f e c t s t o command Cohors 

I Hispanorum. 
2. 

I n an a r t i c l e on Roman o f f i c e r s a t Maryport, J a r r e t t suggests 

t h a t L ucius Cammius Maximus was probably i n command d u r i n g the l a t e 

H a d r i a n i c p e r i o d . Thus he assumes e i t h e r t h a t the appearance o f 

t r i b u n e s i n Cohors I Hispanorum was not the r e s u l t o f the enlargement 

o f the u n i t or t h a t , as i n Cohors I Tungrorum, a p r e f e c t c o u l d command 

a m i l l i a r y c o h o r t . I t i s also a p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the rank o f t r i b u n e 

was bestowed by the Emperor on d i s t i n g u i s h e d men as a mark of s p e c i a l 

f a v o u r , as he might w e l l do i n the case of Maenius Agrippa, and t h a t 

the up-grading o f the c o h o r t took place i n Severan t i m e s . Had i t been 

1. See I f p . * * 

2. CW2 LXV, 123. 
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done a t Maryport, a t l e a s t one i n s c r i p t i o n would s u r e l y have mentioned 
the f a c t . 

The a l t a r s are l i s t e d i n the best s t y l i s t i c c hronology. T h i s 

pushes the p e r i o d of s e r v i c e of Cohors I Hlspanorum at Maryport i n t o 

the Antonine p e r i o d , but as t h e r e i s no evidence o f the u n i t 1 s presence 

on the Antonine W a l l , t h e r e can be no o b j e c t i o n t o t h i s . 

The one s u r v i v i n g a l t a r from Netherby belongs t o a d i f f e r e n t 

s t y l i s t i c t r a d i t i o n and i s t y p i c a l of the new vogue i n a l t a r design 

i n the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

299* An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

M a r y p o r t . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I Hispanorum under 

the command of H e l s t r i u s N o v e l l u s , p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n r e d 

sandstone. The h e i g h t of the a l t a r i s 44 i n c h e s . I t i s 17f- inches 

h i g h and 17̂ - inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 26g- inches h i g h , 12^- inches 

wide and 12 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , and are broken a t b o t h f r o n t 

and back. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , d i s h e d , and has had a r i m ( t y p e A2a). I t 

i s now broken but i t has been a t l e a s t 8̂ - inches wide and 2 inches 

deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded ( t y p e 2)^. A t o r u s moulding i s sandwiched 

between two f i l l e t s . 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) . I t i s i n 

the shape o f a pediment the apex o f which has been c u t away to form 

t h r e e p o i n t s , t h e c e n t r a l one b e i n g higher than the o t h e r s . I n the 
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c e n t r e o f the focus mount t h e r e i s a sunken a e d i c u l a f l a n k e d by-
i n c i s e d c i r c l e s w i t h c e n t r e s i n d i c a t e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e re are 

t h r e e stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base t h e r e are three stepped-out 

f i l l e t s and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

This a l t a r i s p r o b a b l y the e a r l i e s t i n the s e r i e s of a l t a r s 

f r o m Maryport. 

RIB 822 

LS 856 

B a i l e y , 145^146, no. 39; p l a t e V f a c i n g 146. 

300. An a l t a r from Maryport} now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

M a r y p o r t . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r and t o the D e i t y of the 

Emperor by Maenius Agrippa, t r i b u n e o f Cohors I Hispanorum. I t i s 

carved i n l i g h t c o l o u r e d sandstone and stands 26g- inches h i g h . I t 

i s 16J inches wide and 14 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 23 inches h i g h , 

12j inches wide and 10£ inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The f r o n t o f the s i n i s t e r 

b o l s t e r i s decorated w i t h a sunken r o u n d e l . The d e x t e r b o l s t e r has 

gone. 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m ( t y p e A 2 b ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter 

i s 8f- inches and i t i s i f - inches deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded ( t y p e 2)5 a t o r u s moulding i s sandwiched 

between f i l l e t s . 

The foous mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) , and shaped 

l i k e a pediment ( t y p e l ) . Two v e r t i c a l i n c i s e d l i n e s d i v i d e the 

pediment i n t o t h r e e p a r t s i n each o f which t h e r e i s an i n c i s e d r o u n d e l 

w i t h the c e n t r e i n d i c a t e d . The middle c i r c l e i s l a r g e r than the o t h e r s . 
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The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . Two stepped-in f i l l e t s 
a t the o a p i t a l and two stepped-out f i l l e t s and a stepped-out p l i n t h 
a t the base e f f e c t the change of dimension. 

The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y o f H a d r i a n i c d a t e . 

RIB 825 

LS 862 

B a i l e y , 146, no. 40 

301. An a l t a r from Maryport5 now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

M a r y p o r t . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r and, a l t h o u g h the i n s c r i p t i o n 

i s d e f e c t i v e , perhaps as a r e s u l t o f t o o l sharpening, i t mentions 

the t r i b u n e Maenius Agrippa so t h a t the a t t r i b u t i o n to Cohors I 

Hispanorum i s c e r t a i n . I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone and stands 3I4" 

inches h i g h . The w i d t h of the stone i s 15̂ - inches and the t h i c k n e s s 

i s 13'4 i n c h e s . The s h a f t i s 14-jT inches h i g h , 11-g- inches wide, and 

10 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , and the f r o n t o f the d e x t e r 

d i s p l a y s a geometric p a t t e r n o f s i x i n c i s e d spokes the t i p s o f 

which are l i n k e d by i n c i s e d l i n e s . 

The focus i s l a r g e and c i r c u l a r ( t y p e A§b). I t touches the 

b o l s t e r s (upper surface type 4)» The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 8 inches 

and i t i s 1̂ - inches deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded ( t y p e 2 ) . I t seems t o be a b a d l y carved 

v e r s i o n o f t h a t on 299 and 300. A t o r u s moulding i s decorated w i t h 

t h r e e e q u i d i s t a n t i n c i s e d c i r c l e s the c e n t r e s o f which are i n d i c a t e d . 

At the s i d e B of the c a p i t a l a s i m i l a r m o t i f appears at each end of 

the f a s c i a . 
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The f ocus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) . I t forms a 
c e n t r a l p r o f i l e of type 1 ( p e d i m e n t ) , w i t h i n which three i n c i s e d c i r c l e s 
w i t h t h e i r c e n t r e s i n d i c a t e d are arranged i n t r i a n g u l a r shape. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h r e e stepped-in 

f i l l e t s and a t the base t h r e e stepped-out f i l l e t s and a stepped-out p l i n t h 

make the t r a n s i t i o n to the s h a f t . 

RIB 826 

LS 847 

B a i l e y , 146, no. 42. 

302. An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r and t o the D e i t y of the Emperor 

by Marcus Maenius Ag r i p p a , t r i b u n e of Cohors I Hispanorum. I t i s carved 

i n l i g h t - c o l o u r e d sandstone. The a l t a r i s 33'g" inches h i g h , 15̂ - inches 

wide and 14g- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s I8f- inches h i g h , 10J inches 

wide and 10 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . Guide l i n e s f o r the l e t t e r i n g may 

s t i l l be seen on the d i e . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The ends are decorated w i t h 

two c o n c e n t r i c i n c i s e d c i r c l e s w i t h the c e n t r e of the c i r c l e i n d i c a t e d . 

The f ocus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h h i g h r i m ( t y p e A2a). I t touches the 

b o l s t e r s and t h e f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 10). 

The f a s c i a i s moulded ( t y p e 2 ) . A t o r u s moulding i s sandwiched 

between two f i l l e t s . The topmost of these f i l l e t s i s decorated w i t h a 

band o f i n c i s e d chevron w i t h a small h o l l o w i n each i n t e r s t i c e . The 

lower f i l l e t has a band of i n c i s e d concave s e m i - c i r c l e s w i t h a small 

hollow i n each a r c . 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) and i s pediment-
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shaped ( t y p e l ) , a l t h o u g h the apex i s c u t away i n a V shape. The 
slope of the di a g o n a l s i s emphasised by an i n c i s e d l i n e , and th r e e 
i n c i s e d r o u n d e l s w i t h t h e i r c e n t r e s i n d i c a t e d are arranged i n an i n v e r t e d 
t r i a n g l e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . There are three stepped-in and 

th r e e stepped-out f i l l e t s a t the c a p i t a l and base r e s p e c t i v e l y and, i n 

a d d i t i o n , the base has a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r dates from the r e i g n of the Emperor Hadrian. 

RIB 824 

LS 857 

B a i l e y , 144, no. 29? p l a t e I I I f a c i n g 144* 

3O3. An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

M aryport. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I Hispanorum under the 

command of Marcus Maenius A g r i p p a . I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The 

h e i g h t of the a l t a r i s 43 inches and i t i s 18 inches wide and I65- inches 

t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 26̂ - inches h i g h , 11-g- inches wide and 10 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are small ( t y p e A l a ) . The dexter b o l s t e r i s almost 

gone and the f r o n t of the s i n i s t e r b o l s t e r i s damaged b u t , a t the back, 

i t d i s p l a y s a wheel or r o s e t t e , the t i p s of the f i v e i n c i s e d spokes b e i n g 

l i n k e d by i n c i s e d l i n e s . There i s no doubt t h a t t h i s d e c o r a t i o n o r i g i n a l l y 

a l s o appeared on the f r o n t s o f the b o l s t e r s . 

The focus i s l a r g e , c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). A groove and 

drainage channel have been Q.ut i n t o the bowl i n post-Roman ti m e s . The 

focus i s attached t o the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l and touches the 

b o l s t e r s (upper surface type 1 0 ) . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 10 -̂ inches. 
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The depth i s l£ i n c h e s . 

The f a s c i a i s Moulded ( t y p e 2 ) . A cable moulding w i t h g r o o v i n g 

s l o p i n g i n two d i r e c t i o n s , i s set above a t o r u s decorated w i t h t h r e e 

r o s e t t e s , s i m i l a r to t h a t d e s c r i b e d above but w i t h s i x spokes, and a 

f i l l e t . At the back o f the c a p i t a l o n l y two r o s e t t e s appear} the c e n t r a l 

one i s absent. The sides ciiF the c a p i t a l d i s p l a y a t each end o f the t o r u s 

an i n c i s e d c i r c l e w i t h c e n t r e i n d i c a t e d . 

The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) and i s shaped 

l i k e a pediment ( t y p e l ) . W i t h i n the mount t h e r e i s a fi v e - s p o k e d r o s e t t e 

w i t h p e t a l s l i n k e d by i n c i s e d l i n e s . At the back of the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s 

a pediment w i t h r o s e t t e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there are t h r e e 

stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base t h e r e are th r e e stepped-out f i l l e t s and 

a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r dated from the Hadrianic p e r i o d when Maenius Agrippa was 

i n command a t Maryport. The d e c o r a t i o n of the sides o f the f a s c i a l i n k s 

t h i s stone w i t h 299 -301• 

RIB 823 

LS 846 

Horsley, 279-80, Cumb L X I I 

B a i l e y , 142, no. 2 1 . 

3O4. An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum at N e t h e r h a l l , 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s ded i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r and to the D e i t y o f the Emperor 

by Cohors I Hispanorum. I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The h e i g h t of 

the a l t a r i s 44 inches and i t i s 17 inches wide and 17-g- inches t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s 24^ inches h i g h , 11-J inches wide and ll£ inches t h i c k . 
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The die i s p l a i n . Two l a r g e i n c i s e d i v y leaves are carved under 
the i n s c r i p t i o n . 

The s h a f t i s p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are s m a l l i s h and do not reach the edge o f the c a p i t a l 

( t y p e A l a ) . The d e x t e r s u r v i v e s and i t s f r o n t i s ornamented by a r o s e t t e ; 

i t has e i g h t p e t a l s i n r e l i e f and a boss w i t h sunken c e n t r e . 

The f o c u s i s broken but has been c i r c u l a r and r a i s e d ( t y p e A2a). 

The minimum i n t e r n a l diameter i s 7 inches and the focus has been a t l e a s t 

i f - inches deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded ( t y p e 2 ) . Two small t o r i are set above a 

f i l l e t decorated w i t h small i n c i s e d c i r c l e s w i t h c e n t r e s i n d i c a t e d . I n 

the c e n t r e t h e r e are t h r e e c i r c l e s arranged i n the form o f a t r i a n g l e and 

on each side t h e r e are groups o f two v e r t i o a l and t h r e e h o r i z o n t a l c i r c l e s . 

The focus mount i s damaged but has been "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 

l ) I t has been ornamented by a f e a t u r e o u t l i n e d by a bead moulding. I t 

may have been an a e d i c u l a . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are t h r e e 

stepped-in f i l l e t s and a t the base t h e r e are t h r e e stepped-out f i l l e t s 

and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 815 

LS 861 

B a i l e y , 144, no. 33 

3O5. An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n t h e Museum at N e t h e r h a l l , 

M a r y p o r t . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by GaiuB C a b a l l i u s P r i o c u s , 

t r i b u n e of Cohors I Hispanorum. I t i s carved i n l i g h t - c o l o u r e d sandstone. 

The h e i g h t o f t h e a l t a r i s 35-g- inches and i t i s 12f- inches wide and 13 
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inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 15f- inches h i g h , lOf- inches wide and 1(% 
inches t h i c k . 

The die and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , but damaged. 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t i s attached 

to the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 6 ) * I t has an i n t e r n a l 

diameter of 5̂ T inches and i s 1 i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged" ( t y p e 3 ) « I t r i s e s t o a pedimented 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) , w i t h i n which t h e r e i s a sunken gable. At each 

s i d e , under the b o l s t e r s , t h e r e i s an i n c i s e d c i r c l e w i t h the c e n t r e 

i n d i c a t e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

stepped-in f i l l e t , a sagging cyma reversa moulding carved from the same 

templet as one used by Cohors I Hervana Germanorum ( 3 1 9 ) ? and an ovolo 

or rounded stepped-in f i l l e t . At the base t h e r e i s a debased t o r u s , 

a stepped-out f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 819 

LS 855 

B a i l e y , 145, no. 37 

306. The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum 

at N e t h e r h a l l , Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Gaius C a b a l l i u s P r i s c u s , 

t r i b u n e of CohorB I Hispanorum. I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The 

stone i s now 2C% inches h i g h , ll£ inches wide and lOf- inches t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s 8 -̂ inches wide and 9 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The f r o n t of the s i n i s t e r 

b o l s t e r d i s p l a y s a moulded r i m w i t h sunken c e n t r e . 
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The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). The i n t e r n a l 
diameter i s 5* inches and i t i s 1 i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded ( t y p e 2 ) . Three f i l l e t s are set one above 

the o t h e r . 

The f o c u s mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e The upper 

p r o f i l e o f the f o c u s mount i s t h a t of two convex arcs ( t y p e 6 ) . I n 

the c e n t r e of the fo c u s mount th e r e i s an i n c i s e d c i r c l e w i t h i t s c e n t r e 

i n d i c a t e d and f l a n k e d by t i n y i n s e t r o u n d e l s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on th r e e s i d e s . Two stepped-in f i l l e t s make 

the t r a n s i t i o n t o the s h a f t . 

RIB 820 

Ferguson, PSAL2 V I I I , 394 w i t h o u t f i g . 

B a i l e y , 149, no. 57 . 

3O7. An a l t a r from Maryport} now i n the Museum at N e t h e r h a l l , 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Gaius C a b a l l i u s P r i s c u s , 

t r i b u n e o f Cohors I Hispanorum. I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The 

h e i g h t of the a l t a r i s 32-g- inches and i t i s 15 inches wide and 13^-

inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 14f- inches h i g h , 12-jg- inches wide and 11-g-

inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , and are set back from the 

edges of the c a p i t a l . They are broken a t the f r o n t . 

The focus i s r a i s e d above the l e v e l o f the t o p o f the b o l s t e r s . 

I t i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b) and measures 4 inches 

i n t e r n a l l y . I t i s 1 i n c h deep. 

B o l s t e r s and fo c u s form a seoondary c a p i t a l . 



There i s no f a s c i a . 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) . The c e n t r a l 

f e a t u r e of the fo c u s mount i s a t r a p e z o i d a l p r o j e c t i o n . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the o a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

f i l l e t and th r e e small debased t o r i . At the base t h e r e are t h r e e 

f i l l e t s , a debased t o r u s and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 818 

LS 850 

H o r s l e y , 281, Cumb. L X V I I . 

B a i l e y , 1 4 1 , no. 16} p l a t e I f a c i n g 139* 

308. An a l t a r from Maryport} now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Cohors I Hispanorum under 

the command o f G-aius C a b a l l i u s P r i s c u s . I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. 

The a l t a r i s 40 inches h i g h , 17^- inches wide and 17^- inches t h i c k . The 

s h a f t i s 21-g- inches h i g h , 13^- inches wide and 1 3 j inches t h i c k a t the 

s i n i s t e r s i d e . At the dexte r side o f the s h a f t the stone i s o n l y 13 

inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , but are wider at t h e back than 

a t the f r o n t . The ends are decorated w i t h s e v e n - p e t a l l e d n a t u r a l i s t i c 

r o s e t t e s i n r e l i e f w i t h c e n t r e bosses. 

The focus i s almost c i r c u l a r and has a r i m and f l a t bottom w i t h 

p o i n t e d umbo ( t y p e B7a). At the edges o f the bottom t h e r e are small 

groups o f f l u t i n g s . The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 9-g- inches and i t i s 1 ^ 

inch.es deep. 

The f a s c i a i s moulded ( t y p e 2 ) . A small t o r u s w i t h c a b l i n g r u n n i n g 

http://inch.es
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from the upper dexter to the lower s i n i s t e r side i s set above and 
below a l a r g e r t o r u s w i t h c a b l i n g r u n n i n g i n the opp o s i t e d i r e c t i o n . 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , but i t s main 

f e a t u r e i s a rounde l attached t o the f r o n t o f the focus and carved i n 

the form o f a man's f a c e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . Three stepped-in f i l l e t s a t 

the c a p i t a l and t h r e e stepped-out f i l l e t s a t the base make the change 

of dimension. At the base t h e r e i s also a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

T h i s a l t a r i s the most r i c h l y ornamented o f those d e d i c a t e d by 

Cohors I Hispanorum under C a b a l l i u s P r i s c u s . 

RIB 817 

LS 853 

B a i l e y , 144, no. 3I5 p l a t e I I f a c i n g 143• 

309 . An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated t o J u p i t e r by Lucius Cainmius Maximus, 

p r e f e c t of Cohors I Hispanorum. No dimensions are prese r v e d . 

The d i e i s enclosed i n a moulded p a n e l . 

The sides o f the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m and umbo, a p p a r e n t l y w i t h 

a c e n t r a l depression ( t y p e A2e). 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow, and decorated w j . t h a 

band o f S-curves set h o r i z o n t a l l y . Above and below t h i s , Horsley's 

drawing shows a f i l l e t ornamented by w i d e l y spaced, i n c i s e d chevrons. 

I t seems l i k e l y t h a t t h i s i s intended t o r e p r e s e n t the bar chevron 

enrichment found on oth e r a l t a r s o f Cohors I Hispanorum, one of them 

( 3 1 0 ) , d e d i cated by the same commander. 
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The focus mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y pe 1 ) , r i s i n g to a 

pedimented c e n t r a l p r o f i l e ( t y p e l ) . H o r s l e y 1 s drawing shows a gable 

i n the centre of the pediment. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on a t l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l 

t h e r e seems t o be a t o r u s and f o u r stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base 

these mouldings are re v e r s e d and there i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y one o f a w e l l - d e f i n e d group o f stones from 

Cohors I Hispanorum' s ymrkehoi^. 

BIB 829 

H o r s l e y , 279, Cumb. LXI 

310. An a l t a r from Maryport} now i n the Museum at N e t h e r h a l l , 

M a r yport. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Lucius Cammius Maxitnus, 

p r e f e c t o f Cohors I Hispanorum. I t i s carved i n l i g h t - c o l o u r e d sand­

stone. The a l t a r i s 45 inches h i g h , l&J inches wide and 11-g- inches 

t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 22^ inches h i g h , 15f- inches wide and 3^ inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a sunken panel o u t l i n e d by a cyma moulding. This panel 

i s 19"2 inches h i g h and 12 inches wide. 

Bach side of the s h a f t bears a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of a s a c r i f i c i a l 

p a t e r a set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the base o f the stone. Both 

are recessed i n t o t h e s h a f t . The p a t e r a on the dext e r side has a dished 

bowl, a knobbed, grooved handle and a t r a p e z o i d a l f l a n g e f o r stea d y i n g 

the v e s s e l . The p a t e r a , on the s i n i s t e r side of the s h a f t i s f l a t 

bottomed w i t h umbo. The back o f the s h a f t c a r r i e s a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 

a six-spoked wheel i n r e l i e f . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . T h e i r f r o n t s are decorated 

w i t h r o s e t t e s w i t h n i n e sunken p e t a l s . 

The f o c u s i s broken, since the upper p a r t o f the back of the stone 



i s m i s s i n g . However, s u f f i c i e n t remains t o show t h a t i t has been 

c i r c u l a r w i t h a r i m . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep, and e l a b o r a t e l y d e c o r a t e d . 

A band of t i n y c h i p - c a r v e d chevron runs around the edges of the f a s c i a 

and w i t h i n t h i s border two zones o f ornament are c r e a t e d by another band 

of t i n y chevron c u t h o r i z o n t a l l y across the f a s c i a . The upper zone has 

a w e l l - c a r v e d s c r o l l p a t t e r n i n r e l i e f . The lower zone i s f i l l e d by 

seven sunken, sparrow-pecked s e m i - c i r c l e s w i t h a t r i a n g u l a r stop on each 

spa n d r e l . The s e t t i n g out l i n e s may s t i l l be seen. The sides of the 

c a p i t a l d i s p l a y a design of bay leaves w i t h a median r i b above a band 

of c h i p - c a r v e d chevron and a row o f sparrow-pecked oonvex s e m i - c i r c l e s . 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , r i s i n g to a 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 5 w i t h i n which a sparrow-pecked sunken gable 

b i s e c t e d by a p e r p e n d i c u l a r bead moulding i s carved. I n c i s e d c r o s s -

h a t c h i n g f l a n k s the g a b l e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

f i l l e t , a t o r u s and two stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base t h e r e are two 

stepped-out f i l l e t s , a t o r u s , another stepped-out f i l l e t and a stepped-

out p l i n t h . 

RIB 827 

LS 852 

B a i l e y , 146, no. 43; p l a t e I I I f a c i n g 144. 

3 1 1 . An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to J u p i t e r by Lucius Cammius Maximus, 

p r e f e c t of Cohors I Hispanorum. I t i s oarved i n r e d sandstone. The 

a l t a r i s 39 inches h i g h , 17 inches wide and 12 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 

i s 25£ inches h i g h , 14f- inches wide and 10^- inches t h i c k . 



The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , w i t h p l a i n ends. 

The f o c u s i s almost c i r c u l a r . I t has a r i m and f l a t bottom w i t h 

p o i n t e d umbo ( t y p e B7a). I t measures 8 inches i n t e r n a l l y from side t o 

side and 8 -̂ inches from back to f r o n t . I t i s 1 i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow, and de c o r a t e d . A row 

of concave, sparrow-pecked s e m i - c i r c l e s i s set above a band of nine 

convex arcs s i m i l a r l y ornamented. Small sparrow-pecked r o u n d e l s appear 

i n the spandrels. 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) . I t sweeps upward 

i n concave a r c s t o form a c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 5» 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . Four t i n y f i l l e t s , stepped-

i n a t the c a p i t a l and stepped-out a t the base, make the change o f 

dimension t o the s h a f t . At the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

RIB 828 

LS 849 

B a i l e y , 143, no. 28} p l a t e I I f a c i n g 143 . 

312 . An a l t a r from Maryport} now i n T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Marcus Censorius C o r n e l i a n u s , 

c e n t u r i o n of Legio X F r e t e n s i s and commandant o f Cohors I Hispanorum. 

I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The a l t a r i s 42 inches h i g h , 16 inches 

wide and 11-J- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 2 l £ inches h i g h , I 4 J inches 

wide and 10 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s enclosed i n a panel 20§- inches h i g h and 12-^ inches 

wide, o u t l i n e d by a cyma moulding. 

The s i d e s of the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , and f a i r l y s m a l l . The ends 

are damaged. 
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The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m and f l a t bottom ( t y p e B6a). I t 
i s a t t a ched t o the f r o n t and back o f the o a p i t a l (upper surface type 
7 ) . The i n t e r i o r o f the focus i s n o t w e l l f i n i s h e d . The i n t e r n a l 
diameter i s 6£- inches and i t i s f- i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep and d e c o r a t e d . Bands 

of t i n y bar chevron are set above and below a row o f e i g h t sparrow-

pecked, convex s e m i - c i r c l e s . The s i d e s o f the c a p i t a l have a row of 

sunken, sparrow-pecked c i r c l e s between double bands of s e m i - c i r o l e s 

s i m i l a r l y f i n i s h e d , the upper concave and the lower convex. This i s 

an e l a b o r a t i o n of the p a t t e r n carved on the f r o n t o f one of the a l t a r s 

d e d i c a t e d by Lucius Cammius Maximus ( 3 1 l ) . 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) . I t sweeps down 

i n a concave arc b e f o r e r i s i n g towards the c e n t r e - f r o n t of the c a p i t a l 

i n a p r o f i l e o f type 5 . Although now very weathered, a d e c o r a t i o n 

o f sparrow-necked a r c s may s t i l l be d i s t i n g u i s h e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l there are 

f i v e t i n y , stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base t h e r e are s i x s i m i l a r stepped-

out f i l l e t s and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The d e c o r a t i o n o f t h e f a s c i a and the shape o f the focus mount l i n k 

t h i s a l t a r w i t h those carved when Lucius Cammius Maximus was i n command 

at M aryport. The same mason seems t o have been a t work. 

RIB 814 

TH. Cat.. 6, no. 12 

Oswald, Arch Scot. I I , 499; p l a t e XIX, f i g . L 

313. An a l t a r from Maryport; now i n the Museum a t N e t h e r h a l l , 

M aryport. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Cohors I Hispanorum under 

the command o f Lucius A n t i s t i u s Lupus Verianus, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved 
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i n r e d sandstone. The a l t a r i s 43lr inches h i g h , 16 inches wide and 

inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 20^ inches h i g h , 15 inches wide and 

9f- inches t h i c k . 

The die i s enclosed i n a cyma-moulded panel, 18-g- inches h i g h and 

12 inches wide. 

The sides of the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The ends are decorated w i t h 

a wheel w i t h e i g h t r a i s e d spokes and sunken c e n t r e , set w i t h i n a f l a t 

r i m * 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m and p o i n t e d umbo ( t y p e A2d). 

I t has an i n t e r n a l diameter o f 5 i n c h e s . I t i s f- i n c h deep and i s 

atta c h e d t o the f r o n t of the stone (upper surface type 6 ) . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep and decorated. There 

are t h r e e zones of ornament. The upper edge of the f a s c i a i s marked 

by a band o f bar chevron carved w i t h a f l a t background. Below t h i s 

a row o f seven convex, sparrow-pecked s e m i - c i r c l e s appears w i t h a 

t r i a n g u l a r - s h a p e d c h i p - c a r v e d stop i n each s p a n d r e l . The next zone 

i s marked by another row of bar chevron. E i g h t smaller convex, sparrow-

pecked s e m i - c i r c l e s w i t h stops i n each spandrel occupy the f i e l d . 

Below t h i s , a t h i r d row o f bar chevron runs across from the s i n i s t e r 

side of t h e f a s c i a but does not reach the dexter s i d e . Five l a r g e 

sparrow-pecked s e m i - c i r c l e s w i t h sparrow-pecked sunken ro u n d e l s i n 

the spandrels complete the design. The sides of the f a s c i a are 

decorated w i t h f o u r t i e r s o f sparrow-pecked s e m i - c i r c l e s set a l t e r n a t e l y 

concave and convex. 

The focus mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e 2 ) , r i s i n g t o a 

c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f type 5« 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . The mouldings are t i n y . 

At the c a p i t a l two small stepped-in f i l l e t s , an o v o l o , a bead and 

another stepped-in f i l l e t are the elements. At the base there i s a 
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stepped-out f i l l e t , a bead, an ovolo and t h r e e stepped-out f i l l e t s . 

The d e c o r a t i o n o f the f a s c i a may be compared w i t h t h a t of 311 

and 3 1 2 . 

RIB 816 

LS 854 

B a i l e y , 145> n ° « 36» p l a t e I I I f a c i n g 144* 

314 . An a l t a r , now l o s t , from Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Cohors I Hispanorum under 

the command of P u b l i u s C o r n e l i u s No measurements of 

the stone are preserved. 

The d i e , a c c o r d i n g to the sketch from Dugdale's ms. reproduced 

i n RIB, i s a sunken panel w i t h i n a p l a i n b o r d e r . 

Where are no d e t a i l s of b o l s t e r s or f o c u s . 

The f a s c i a may have been r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

There i s no focus mount i n the s k e t c h . 

The. a l t a r i s b o l d l y moulded. At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are two 

f i l l e t s separated both from each o t h e r and from the f a s c i a by a s c o t i a . 

Below these t h e r e i s a stepped-in f i l l e t . The base mouldings are a 

stepped-out f i l l e t , a l a r g e ovolo or t o r u s , a stepped-out f i l l e t and 

a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The p l i n t h d i s p l a y s a sunken r e c t a n g u l a r p a n e l . 

RIB 821 

B a i l e y , 149* n ° • 63 ( i n f o o t n o t e ) . 

See RIB f o r drawing from manuscript source. 

315. An a l t a r from Netherby; now a t Netherby H a l l . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Fortuna C o n s e r v a t r i x by Marcus A u r e l i u s 
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S a l v i u s , t r i b u n e o f Conors I A e l i a Hispanorum. I t i s carved i n r e d 
sandstone. The h e i g h t o f the stone i s 42 i nches. The a l t a r i s 16J 
inches wide and lOg- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 16^- inches h i g h , 15 
inches wide and 9A- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are no b o l s t e r s b u t t h e i r presenoe i s suggested by two 

ro u n d e l s . At present they are sunken w i t h f l a t bottoms a l t h o u g h t h e y 

may once have had r i m s . 

There i s no f o c u s . The top o f the c a p i t a l i s r o u g h l y c h i s e l l e d 

f l a t . 

The f a s c i a i s "e n l a r g e d " ( t y p e 7 ) « A b e v e l l e d c u r v i n g gable 

g i v e s i n t e r e s t to the f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on th r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

t o r u s and a l a r g e r t o r u s w i t h a l o n g i t u d i n a l c e n t r a l groove. At the 

base t h e r e i s a debased t o r u s , another t o r u s and a p l i n t h . 

The t r i b u n e mentioned i n the i n s c r i p t i o n i s known t o have been 

at Netherby d u r i n g the r e i g n of Severus Alexander (RIB 9 7 8 ) , so t h a t 

the a l t a r may be s e c u r e l y placed i n t h a t p e r i o d . The stone i s an 

e x c e l l e n t example o f t h i r d c e n t u r y a l t a r s t y l e s . 

RIB 968 

LS 763 

Hutchinson, Cumb. I I , 586, 5385 p l a t e I I I , f a c i n g 535 . 

A l t a r s p r o b a b l y from the workshop o f Cohors I Hispanorum. 

316. An u n i n s c r i b e d a l t a r from Maryport} now i n the Museum at 

N e t h e r h a l l , Maryport. 

The a l t a r i s carved i n coarse y e l l o w sandstone. I t i s 23-g- inches 
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h i g h , 8§- i n c h e s wide and &^ inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 11 inches h i g h , 
inches wide and 7 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . The ends are decorated w i t h 

r o s e t t e s w i t h s i x grooved p e t a l s . 

The f o c u s i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t touches the 

b o l s t e r s (upper surface type 4 ) « The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 4f- inches and 

the depth i s 1 i n c h . 

The f a s c i s i s f l a t a t the f r o n t of the stone but a t the s i d e s and 

back i t i s moulded. At the f r o n t , two f i l l e t s border a wider f i l l e t 

decorated w i t h t h r e e r o s e t t e s the t i p s o f whose grooved p e t a l s are l i n k e d 

by grooved a r c s . T h i s wide f i l l e t becomes a t o r u s a t the sides and back. 

The fOCUB mount i s between the b o l s t e r s ( t y p e l ) . I t i s shaped l i k e 

a pediment ( t y p e l ) and accommodates a s i x - p e t a l l e d , grooved r o s e t t e . At 

the back o f the c a p i t a l there i s a p l a i n g a b l e . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the o a p i t a l t h e r e are two 

stepped-in f i l l e t B and a t the base, two stepped-out f i l l e t s and a stepped-

out p l i n t h . 

T h i s a l t a r f i t s best i n t o the group carved when M. Maenius Agrippa 

was commanding Cohors I Hispanorum a t Maryport. The moulded f a s c i a , the 

pedimental f o c u s mount w i t h grooved r o s e t t e and the c a r v i n g o f the 

mouldings on f o u r sides o f the stone accord w i t h the p r a c t i c e s o f the 

u n i t ' s masons a t t h a t t i m e . 

LS 889 

B a i l e y , 147, no. 44 . 

317. P a r t o f the c a p i t a l o f an a l t a r from Maryport) now i n the 

N e t b e r h a l l Museum. 

The fragment i s carved i n r e d sandstone. I t i s 11 inches h i g h , 14 

inches wide and 5 inches t h i c k . 



Traces o f the focus show t h a t i t has been dished. 

The f a s c i a i s ornamented by two rows of l a r g e sparrow-pecked' sunken 

s e m i - c i r c l e s , the upper t i e r concave and the lower convex. This d e c o r a t i o n 

suggests t h a t the stone i s the product of the workshop of Cohors I 

Hispanorum. 

Mouldings are preserved on two s i d e s . These are a stepped-in f i l l e t , 

a t o r u s and two stepped-in f i l l e t s . 

B a i l e y , 157, no. 78 . 

318 . A fragment of the c a p i t a l of an a l t a r from Maryport} now i n 

the N e t h e r h a l l Museum. 

The fragment i s carved i n r e d sandstone. I t i s 7 inches h i g h , 8 

inches wide and 3f" inches t h i c k . 

I t i s decorated w i t h a double row of sparrow-pecked sunken semi­

c i r c l e s , the upper t i e r concave and the lower convex. This d e c o r a t i o n 

suggests t h a t the a l t a r was carved by the mason r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 310-313 

and 317 and t h a t he belonged t o Cohors I Hispanorum. 

B a i l e y , CW2 XXVI, 420, no. 92. 
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Cohors I Nervana Grermanorum 

The two a l t a r s s u r v i v i n g from t h i s u n i t ' s workshop d i f f e r g r e a t l y 

i n s t y l e and d a t e . 

The f i r s t , from the e a r l y Antonine p e r i o d , has a stran g e , secondary 

c a p i t a l and an u g l y , i n v e r t e d cyma re v e r s e moulding which i s i d e n t i c a l 

w i t h one carved on an a l t a r of Cohors I Hispanorum a t Maryport. 

The second stone i s t y p i c a l of the t h i r d , or even the e a r l y f o u r t h 

c e n t u r y , as Professor B i r l e y suggests, w i t h b o l s t e r s i n d i c a t e d by r a i s e d 

r o u n d e l s , w i t h a f l a t t o p and chamfers. 

I n view o f the s i m i l a r i t y o f the cyma mouldings, these a l t a r s are 

i n c l u d e d a f t e r those of Cohors I Hiapanorum. a u n i t whose l a t e s t a l t a r 

( 3 1 5 ) » also d i s p l a y s "some c h a r a c t e r i s t i c t h i r d - c e n t u r y s t y l i s t i c develop­

ments . 

319• An a l t a r from B i r r e n s ; now i n the N a t i o n a l Museum o f 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to Fortune by Cohors I Nervana Grermanorum. 

I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The a l t a r i s 48 inches h i g h , 18^- inches 

wide and 12 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 24^- inches h i g h , 14f- inches wide 

and 8j? inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are set back from t h e edges of the c a p i t a l and form 

a smaller secondary c a p i t a l . The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) and, a t 

the f r o n t , are o u t l i n e d by a groove. 

The focus l i e s w i t h i n the b o l s t e r s and the f r o n t of the secondary 

o a p i t a l . I t i s r e c t a n g u l a r w i t h a f l a t bottom ( t y p e B6a). From side 

to side i t measures 8-̂- inches and i t i s 4f- inches from f r o n t to back. 

The bottom i s i f - i nches lower than the top of the b o l s t e r s . 
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The f r o n t and back o f the secondary c a p i t a l ate-formed by th r e e 
convex a r c s , o u t l i n e d by a groove a t the f r o n t o f the stone. 

The f a s c i a o f the c a p i t a l proper i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

stepped - i n f i l l e t and a l a r g e sagging cyma reversa moulding. At the 

base t h e r e i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , a l a r g e , i n v e r t e d cyma reversa c u t 

from the same templet as t h a t on an a l t a r o f Cohors I Hispanorum (305 )> 

a stepped-out f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r must date from the p e r i o d before A.B. 158 when Cohors I I 

Tungrorum was s t a t i o n e d a t B i r r e n s . T h i s d a t i n g f i t s i n w i t h t h a t o f 

the a l t a r o f Cohors I Hispanorum from Maryport. 

RIB 2093 

Macdonald, J., PSAS XXX 147-148, no. 14j 147, f i g . 19-

320. An a l t a r from e i t h e r Netherby or Bewcastle; now at Wetherby 

H a l l . 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d t o Coci d i u s by P a t e r n i u s Maternus, t r i b u n e 

o f Cohors I Nervana. I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone. The a l t a r i s 35 

inches h i g h , 14 inches wide and 11-g- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 16^-

inches h i g h , 11^- inches wide and 10^- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are no b o l s t e r s a l t h o u g h t h e i r presence i s suggested a t the 

f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l by r a i s e d r o u n d e l s . 

There i s no f o c u s . The top o f the c a p i t a l i s f l a t and r o u g h l y 

pecked o f f . 

The f a s c i a i s moulded ( t y p e 2 ) . A cant moulding i s placed above 

a broad f i l l e t . 

The f o c u s mount i s " f i l l e d - i n " ( t y p e 3)» but the idea o f a pedimented 

mount of type 1, "between the b o l s t e r s , " i s given by a t r u n c a t e d gable 

i n r e l i e f . 
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The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l a cant 

moulding or angular t o r u s i s placed below the f a s c i a . At the base 

t h e r e i s a chamfered f i l l e t and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The shape o f the c a p i t a l w i t h i t s devolved focus mount o f type 3» 

i t s f l a t t o p and absence o f focus i s a good example of the new s t y l e s 

of the t h i r d c e n t u r y . The mouldings also f i t i n w i t h masons' work of 

t h i s p e r i o d . Professor B i r l e y ' s suggestion t h a t the a l t a r comes from 

the second h a l f o f the t h i r d c e n t u r y i s supported on s t y l i s t i c grounds. 

RIB 966 

LS 764 

Hutchinson, Cumb. I I , 535» n o . 2j p l a t e I I no. 2 . 

B i r l e y , CW2 XXXI, 139 ( o ) . 

B i r l e y , CW2 L I I I , 27, no. 20 

A l t a r s p r o b a b l y from the workshop of Cohors I Uervana Germanorum 

321. An a l t a r from Bewcastle; now i n T u l l i e House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o C o c i d i u s by Aurunceius Pelicessemus, 

t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n cream sandstone. The a l t a r i s 2lf- inches 

h i g h , 13^ inches wide and 8-ijr inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 10 inches 

h i g h , 11-g- inches wide and 8f- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are no b o l s t e r s . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , o u t l i n e d by a groove and dished w i t h r i m 

( t y p e CIO). I t has an i n t e r n a l diameter of 3l? inches and i s f- i n c h 

deep. 

There i s n e i t h e r r e a l f a s c i a nor focus mount. 

The upper p r o f i l e of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 



The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are 

two t o r i . At the base t h e r e i s a l a r g e t o r u s chamfered t o the s h a f t 

and a p l i n t h . 

T h is a l t a r i s c l e a r l y of l a t e d a t e . The absence o f b o l s t e r s , 

f o c u s mount and r e g u l a r f a s c i a p o i n t s t o an o r i g i n i n a p e r i o d when 

c o n s i d e r a b l e d e v o l u t i o n of s t y l e had taken p l a c e . Professor B i r l e y 

suggests t h a t a date i n the t h i r d c e n t u r y i s a p p r o p r i a t e f o r the stone 

and s t y l i s t i c a l l y there i s no o b j e c t i o n to t h i s . I t seems t o come from 

the l a t e r years o f t h a t p e r i o d or perhaps even from the e a r l y years o f 

the f o u r t h c e n t u r y . I f t h i s i s so, i t i s probably a product o f the 

workshop o f Cohors I Nervana Germanorum. 

RIB 988 

LS 732 

C a r l i s l e , Arch. X I , 69; p l a t e V I , 23 

B i r l e y , CW2 XXXI, 138 

B i r l e y , CW2 XXXIX, 223 

Richmond, CW2 XXXVIII, 201. 

322 . P a r t o f the dexter side o f the c a p i t a l of an a l t a r from 

Bewcastle) now i n the Old Schoolroom, Bewcastle. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s d e f e c t i v e . The a l t a r i s carved i n cream sand­

stone. The fragment i s 17-4 inches h i g h , 12-̂ - inches wide and 15-js- inches 

t h i c k . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) and damaged. 

The f o c u s i s r a i s e d , r e c t a n g u l a r and f l a t ( t y p e D12) . I t r i s e s 

1-ijr inches above the l e v e l of the f a s c i a . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , i n s c r i b e d . I n the c e n t r e 

t h e r e seems to have been a t r e f o i l i n r e l i e f . 

Mouldings s u r v i v e o n l y on the f r o n t of the stone. Here t h e r e i s 

a l a r g e t o r u s . 



The shape o f the f o c u s and the s i n g l e l a r g e t o r u s a t the c a p i t a l , 

t o g e t h e r w i t h the i n s c r i b e d f a s c i a suggest t h a t t h i s stone comes from 

the t h i r d c e n t u r y . The si z e o f the fragment i n d i c a t e s t h a t the a l t a r 

was o r i g i n a l l y o f l a r g e dimensions. This p o i n t s t o a m i l i t a r y o r i g i n 

f o r the stone. The g a r r i s o n a t Bewcastle i n the t h i r d c e n t u r y seems 
f 

t o have been Cohors I Nervana Germanorum and t h i s fragment i s a c c o r d i n g l y 

i n c l u d e d w i t h the pr o d u c t s o f t h a t u n i t ' s workshop. 

JRS XL V I I , 228-229, no. 12 . 

323. The lower p a r t o f an a l t a r from Bewcastle} now i n - T u l l i e 

House Museum, C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Coci d i u s by Quintus P e l t r a s i u s Maximus, 

t r i b u n e . I t i s carved i n b u f f sandstone, reddened on the s u r f a c e . 

The a l t a r i s 33 inches h i g h , 17-4 inches wide and 10 inches t h i c k . The 

s h a f t i s 16 inches wide and 9 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

No t r a c e of b o l s t e r s or f o c u s remains. 

The f a s c i a has gone and t h e r e i s now no f o c u s mount. 

The a l t a r i s now moulded on two s i d e s . No mouldings s u r v i v e a t 

the c a p i t a l . At the base t h e r e i s a t o r u s which may once have been 

c a b l e d , a f i l l e t , a t o r u s and a p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r has occasioned much d i s c u s s i o n as t o date . Too l i t t l e 

o f the s i g n i f i c a n t f e a t u r e s of the stone s u r v i v e f o r any v a l i d con­

c l u s i o n s t o be drawn on the b a s i s of s t y l e a l o n e . There appears to be 

no o b j e c t i o n t o a date i n the t h i r d or even f o u r t h c e n t u r y f o r the 

a l t a r . As the a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d by a t r i b u n e , i t was p r o b a b l y carved 

by a m i l i t a r y mason, most p r o b a b l y one from Cohors I Nervana Germanorum. 

RIB 989 

H a v e r f i e l d , CW1 XV, 4595 p l a t e f a c i n g 459; and 500, no. 102. 

B i r l e y , CW2 XXXI, 138 ( b ) 
TH. Cat., 4 no. 7? p l a t e f a c i n g 4* 
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Cohors I I Lingonum 

Only one a l t a r can be a s c r i b e d to t h i s workshop w i t h c e r t a i n t y 

and i t i s d i f f i c u l t to d e t e c t any i n f l u e n c e i n i t s design, u n l e s s 

the stepped f i l l e t s are to be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Legio IX Hispana as 

suggested above. 

RIB 798 may have been decorated w i t h a f i g u r e of S i l v a n u s but 

as t h e r e i s some doubt about t h i s , the stone i s not i n c l u d e d i n the 

Catalogue. 

324. An a l t a r from I l k l e y , now a t Myddelton Lodge, I l k l e y . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Verbeia by C l o d i u s Fronto, p r e f e c t o f 

Cohors I I Lingonum. I t i s carved i n f i n e - g r a i n e d sandstone. As i t 

now stands, set i n c o n c r e t e , the a l t a r i s 53g- inches h i g h . I t i s l6 f -

i nches wide and 18 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 2 9 j inches h i g h , 15x 

inches wide and 14f- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a sunken p a n e l , 30 inches h i g h and c. 14 inches wide, 

w i t h a rounded b o r d e r . 

On the s i n i s t e r side of the s h a f t t h e r e i s a patera w i t h a r a i s e d 

r i m and handle w i t h curved end. I t i s set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl 

towards t h e bottom of the stone. I n the middle of the p a t e r a t h e r e 

i s a hole as i f t o accommodate a b o l t . 

The b o l s t e r s are c y l i n d r i c a l and show s l i g h t t r a c e s o f having 

had t h r e e spaced-out, grooved s t r a p s ( t y p e A4c). The ends are decorated 

w i t h r o s e t t e s set w i t h i n an i n c i s e d r o u n d e l . Bach r o s e t t e has e i g h t 

sunken p e t a l s . Between each p a i r of p e t a l s t h e r e i s a t r i a n g u l a r 

sunken s t o p . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r w i t h r i m and f l a t bottom ( t y p e B6a). I t i s 

attached t o the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7)» 
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The i n t e r n a l diameter i s 5jr i n c h e s . I t i s f- i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth. 

The f o c u s mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) . I t has the 

form of a pediment ( t y p e l ) , and accommodates a r o s e t t e w i t h i n an 

i n c i s e d c i r c l e . The r o s e t t e seems to have had e i g h t sunken p e t a l s . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e are 

th r e e stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base there are two stepped-out 

f i l l e t s and a stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y dates from the l a t e Antonine p e r i o d . 

RIB 635 

Horsley, 311, Yorks. XIV 

A l t a r s p r o b a b l y from the workshop o f Cohors IILingonum. 

325. P a r t o f an a l t a r , now l o s t , from I l k l e y . 

The stone has been d e d i c a t e d f o r the w e l f a r e o f the Emperor-

Caesars Antoninus and Verus by C a e c i l i u s Lucanus, p r e f e c t . No 

dimensions are preserved. 

Horsley's sketch shows the d i e t o have been a panel bordered by 

a cyma moulding. 

The date o f the stone i s between A.D. 161 and I 6 9 . 

The a l t a r i s c l e a r l y of m i l i t a r y workmanship as the d e d i c a t o r 

and cyma moulded panel i n d i c a t e . I t seems l i k e l y t h a t the u n i t concerned 

i s Cohors I I Lingonum which was pr o b a b l y s t a t i o n e d at I l k l e y d u r i n g the 

middle years of the second c e n t u r y . 

RIB 636 

Horsley, 311, Yorks. X I I I . 
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326. Part of an a l t a r , broken across the d i e , from I l k l e y ; now 

i n the p a r i s h church at I l k l e y . 

No t r a c e of the i n s c r i p t i o n remains. The a l t a r has been c u t at 

one side t o form the arch of a window. The stone used f o r the a l t a r 

i s coarse sandstone. The a l t a r i s 38J inches h i g h , 18^- inches wide 

and 14 inches t h i c k . 

Only one face of the stone i s undamaged. On t h i s side of the 

s h a f t t h e r e i s a g u t t u s w i t h concave base, ov o i d body and s h o r t , broad 

neck ( t y p e B 3 ) , and a patera w i t h r i m and umbo w i t h depressed c e n t r e 

set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the bottom of the a l t a r . The handle 

of the patera i s f a n - t a i l e d w i t h a hole f o r suspension. 

Nothing s u r v i v e s of the b o l s t e r s and f o c u s . The top of the stone 

i s now f l a t . 

There i s now no t r a c e of f a s c i a , f ocus mount or mouldings. 

The a l t a r most probably comes from a m i l i t a r y workshop f o r paterae 

and g u t t i u s u a l l y g i v e an i n d i c a t i o n of t h i s . The unusual handle o f the 

patera c a l l s t o mind the curved handle of 324» an a l t a r o f Cohors I I 

Lingonum. I t seems l i k e l y t h a t t h i s a l t a r comes from the same workshop. 

Woodward, XAJ X X V I I I , 319, no. 8; 318, f i g . 55« 
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Cohors I I Nerviorum 

The f o u r a l t a r s i n t h i s group are from w i d e l y spaced s i t e s and 

have few f e a t u r e s i n common. 

I n two i n s t a n c e s the d i e i s p l a i n . One o f the o t h e r s has a 

pa n e l l e d d i e and the f o u r t h i n s c r i p t i o n i s carved on a r a i s e d p a n e l . 

Without e x c e p t i o n the s h a f t i s p l a i n . 

Three a l t a r s have p l a i n b o l s t e r s . The oth e r has baluster-shaped, 

double-strapped b o l s t e r s . Two a l t a r s have no f o c u s . 

Fasciae are both decorated and i n s c r i b e d . 

Except on one a l t a r , w i t h a decorated ovolo moulding, mouldings 

are a r e l a t i v e l y u nimportant f e a t u r e . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to date these stones. Those from V/allsend, 

Carrawburgh and Chesterholm seem t o f i t best i n t o the second c e n t u r y . 

The f o u r t h , from W h i t l e y C a s t l e , must s u r e l y be l a t e r , f o r the s y n c r e t i c 

aspects of i t s iconography are s o p h i s t i c a t e d and r e f l e c t c o n d i t i o n s i n 

which o r i e n t a l symbolism was w i d e l y understood. 

327 . An a l t a r from Carrawburgh; now i n the Museum a t Chesters. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated t o the Genius of t h i s place by the Texandri 

and Suvevae, members o f a detachment of Cohors I I Nerviorum. I t i s 

carved i n sandstone. The h e i g h t of the a l t a r i s 21 inches and i t i s 

8-g- inches wide and inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 8-Jr inches h i g h , 

7-J- inches wide and 6f- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a r a i s e d r e c t a n g u l a r panel 6 inches wide. 

The sides o f the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are now damaged but i t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e y have 

been p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . 

There i s no f o c u s . The top o f the c a p i t a l i s f l a t between the 

b o l s t e r s . 
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The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth, and decorated 
w i t h f o u r i n c i s e d s a l t i r e s separated from each o t h e r by v e r t i c a l l i n e s . 

The f o c u s mount i s "from the b o l s t e r s " ( t y pe 2 ) . The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

of the c a p i t a l i s f l a t ( t y p e 1 0 ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on three s i d e s . At the f r o n t of the c a p i t a l 

t h e r e i s a f l a t t e n e d t o r u s moulding. At the sides of the c a p i t a l t h e r e 

are two t o r i . At the base t h e r e i s a chamfer. 

The shape of the focus mount suggests t h a t t h i s a l t a r i s o f second 
i 

c e n t u r y date, a l t h o u g h the chamfered base i s a t home i n l a t e r p e r i o d s . 

RIB 1538 

LS 925 
C l a y t o n , AA 2 V I I , 282 

Budge, 318-319, no. 9 1 ; f i g . , I 6 3 . 

Chesters Cat., 26, no. 158 . 

328 . An a l t a r from near Chesterholm; now i n the Museum a t 

Chesters. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to Coc i d i u s by Becimus C a e r e l l i u s V i c t o r , 

p r e f e c t of Cohors I I Nerviorum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The h e i g h t 

o f the stone i s 41 inches. I t i s 18 inches wide and 15 inches t h i c k . 

The s h a f t i s 18-Jj- inches h i g h , 14^- inches wide and 12-J- inches t h i c k . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s i n a sunken panel 12^- inches wide, bordered 

a t each side by a bead moulding w i t h ovolos a t top and bottom. 

The sides o f the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) and are set back from the edges 

of t h e c a p i t a l . The f r o n t s are damaged. 

There i s no f o c u s . 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , deep and i n s c r i b e d . On t h r e e 

s i d e s the f a s c i a i s bordered by a double bead moulding. 



The f o c u s mount i s "between the b o l s t e r s " ( t y p e l ) , and seems to 

have been a s e m i - c i r c u l a r p r o j e c t i o n ( t y p e 2 ) . The same type of f e a t u r e 

appears a t the back o f the c a p i t a l . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e re i s an 

ovolo and a d i s t o r t e d bead moulding. At the base these mouldings appear 

i n r e v e r s e . 

The base of the a l t a r i s v e r y rough as i f the stone had been set 

i n the ground. 

The g e n e r a l shape of the c a p i t a l , w i t h focus mount "between the 

b o l s t e r s " , suggests an e a r l y date f o r the stone b u t the deep, i n s c r i b e d 

f a s c i a and the cramped mouldings would be more a t home i n the t h i r d 

c e n t u r y . A date a t the end of the second c e n t u r y i s perhaps a p p r o p r i a t e . 

RIB 1683 

LS 257 

B i r l e y , AA 4 V I I I , 191, no. 4 

Budge, 356, no. 267} f i g ' , 60. 

Chesters Cat.. 32, no. 228. 

329. An a l t a r from W h i t l e y C a s t l e ; now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d to A p o l l o . The i n s c r i p t i o n i s d e f e c t i v e 

but the Cohors I I Nerviorum i s mentioned. The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f 

sandstone. The stone i s 55 inches h i g h , 21 inches wide and 14g inches 

t h i c k . I t i s set i n a slab 28 inches h i g h , 48 inches wide and 8 inches 

t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 2lf- inches h i g h , 17-jjr inches wide and 11-g- inches 

t h i c k . 

The d i e and sides of the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are baluster-shaped and double strapped i n the c e n t r e 

( t y p e C3b). The backs o f t h e b o l s t e r s d i s p l a y bosses w i t h t i n y c e n t r a l 



depressions, w i t h i n r a i s e d r i m s . At the f r o n t of the b o l s t e r s two con­

c e n t r i c mouldings w i t h a sunken c e n t r e take the place o f the bosses. 

The focus i s e l l i p t i c a l , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). I t i s 

a t t a c h e d t o the f r o n t and back of the c a p i t a l (upper surface type 7)» 

From side t o side the i n t e r n a l dimension i s 5 -̂ inches; from f r o n t t o 

back the i n t e r n a l measurement i s 5§- i n c h e s . There i s more v a r i a t i o n i n 

the e x t e r n a l measurements o f the f o c u s ; from side t o side the measure­

ment o f 6̂- inches compares w i t h a measurement of 8^ inches from f r o n t to 

back. The depth o f the focus i s i f - i n c h e s . 

The f a s c i a i s " e n l a r g e d " ( t y p e 3)» and decorated on a l l f o u r s i d e s . 

The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l at b o t h f r o n t and back i s a gable 

( t y p e l ) . I n the apex a t the back there i s a sunken r o u n d e l w i t h c e n t r e 

boss. 

The d e c o r a t i v e m o t i f s of the sunken panels of the f a s c i a are amongst 

the most i n t e r e s t i n g t o be found on the a l t a r s of Northern B r i t a i n . Mr. 

R.P. Wright has p o i n t e d out t h a t t hey are a s p l e n d i d example of s y n c r e t i s m . 

He i n t e r p r e t s the f i g u r e on $h© f r o n t o f the stone as A p o l l o Citharoedus. 

The god stands a s t r i d e , naked except f o r a c l a a k hanging behind him, and 

g r a s p i n g i n h i s l e f t hand the c r o s s bar of a schematic l y r e . I n h i s 

r i g h t hand he h o l d s a r o l l away from h i s body. Wright suggests t h a t t h i s 

i s a p l e c t r u m . Above the head o f the d e i t y , swags l i n k e d w i t h the 

moulding a t the s i d e s o f the f a s c i a p r o v i d e a framework f o r the f i g u r e . 

On the back o f the c a p i t a l , i n a round-headed, shouldered n i c h e , the 

god stands on an eminence. He f a c e s the f r o n t and i s a p p a r e n t l y wearing 

a knee*length, e n v e l o p i n g garment. I n h i s r i g h t hand he holds a whip 

or s c e p t r e . On each side a f i g u r e s t e p p i n g f o r w a r d w i t h the near side 

l e g faces him. The l e f t f o o t o f the d e x t e r f i g u r e r e s t s upon a rounded 

o b j e c t r e s e m b l i n g a r o c k or globe. Both f i g u r e s wear knee-length t u n i c s . 

The d e x t e r f i g u r e h olds a lowered t o r c h or b a t o n . The s i n i s t e r f i g u r e 

has h i s t o r c h u p r a i s e d . Wright's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f these f i g u r e s as 

r e p r e s e n t i n g the M i t h r a i c t o r c h b e a r e r s i s a reasonable one. At the 
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dexter side o f the f a s c i a the M i t h r a i c c o n n o t a t i o n s are c o n t i n u e d . The 

sun god appears, again a s t r i d e and naked except f o r h i s c l o a k . He 

wears a f i v e - s p o k e d r a d i a t e crown and holds up h i s r i g h t hand as i f i n 

g r e e t i n g or b l e s s i n g . I n h i s l e f t hand he holds a whip. The s i n i s t e r 

side of the f a s c i a d e p i c t s two f i g u r e s , b oth of them c l o t h e d . On the 

dexter s i d e , a man i n a knee-length t u n i c and c l o a k stands i n p r o f i l e 

upon a low p l a t f o r m . I n h i s r i g h t hand he holds a s t a f f which r e s t s 

on h i s shoulde r . Pacing him and advancing towards him, a bearded f i g u r e 

i n a t u n i c h o l d s up a cup i n h i 3 r i g h t hand and grasps w i t h the o t h e r 

the handle o f a j u g , presumably a s a c r i f i c i a l g u t t u s . Wright suggests 

t h a t these f i g u r e s r e p r e s e n t A p o l l o as a l o c a l god and the d e d i c a t o r of 

the a l t a r who o f f e r s worship t o him. I n t e r e s t i n g though these r e l i e f s 

a r e , they are by no means d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n t h e i r e x e c u t i o n . There i s 

l i t t l e attempt t o render the f i g u r e s p l a s t i c a l l y and t h a t of the r a d i a t e 

god i s ve r y i l l - p r o p o r t i o n e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

Greek ovolo ornamented by a design of sunken s e m i - c i r c l e s o u t l i n e d by 

a bead moulding. Below t h i s t h e r e i s a cabled bead moulding. The base 

d i s p l a y s the same design but r e v e r s e d . 

The mason r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the c a r v i n g of t h i s a l t a r was w e l l versed 

i n the iconography o f M i t h r a i s m i n i t s Greek, Syrian and Persian aspects. 

He was also conversant w i t h the Greek o v o l o . T h i s suggests t h a t he was 

from the east e r n p a r t of the Mediterranean. The whole scheme i s an 

ambit i o u s one. The a l t a r cannot be p a r a l l e l e d from Northern B r i t a i n . 

I t seems l i k e l y t h a t i t was the work of a s o l d i e r f o r the s i z e o f the 

stone makes i t u n l i k e l y t h a t anyone but the commanding o f f i c e r o f an 

a u x i l i a r y c o h o r t would have been s u f f i c i e n t l y a f f l u e n t to have purchased 

or commissioned i t . The M i t h r a i c aspects of the s c u l p t u r e suggest t h a t 

the a l t a r dates from the t h i r d r a t h e r than the second c e n t u r y . 

RIB 1198 

Wright, JRS X X X I I I , 36-38; p l a t e I I ; 77-78 , no. 1 . 
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An a l t a r p r o b a b l y from the workshop of Cohors I I Nerviorum. 

330. An a l t a r from Wallsend; now i n the Museum o f A n t i q u i t i e s , 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The d e i t y to whom the a l t a r was dedicated by D i d i u s Severus, 

p r e f e c t , i s u n c e r t a i n . The a l t a r i s carved i n b u f f sandstone and i s 

3lf- inches h i g h . I t i s 14 inches wide and 13-g- inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 

i s 17-4 inches h i g h , 11-g- inches wide and llir inches t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) , s m a l l , and damaged a t f r o n t 

and back. 

The f o c u s i s damaged but has been c i r c u l a r and may have been r a i s e d . 

The i n t e r n a l diameter has been about 8-g- inc h e s . I t i s now a t t a c h e d to 

the f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l (upper s u r f a c e type 6 ) . The back o f the c a p i t a l 

i s damaged. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , narrow. 

The f o c u s mount i s now damaged. I t may have been i n the shape of 

a pediment ( t y p e l ) . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s a 

f i l l e t , a sagging, i n v e r t e d cyma re v e r s e and a stepped-in f i l l e t . At 

the base t h e r e i s a stepped-out f i l l e t , a cyma r e v e r s a , a f i l l e t and a 

stepped-out p l i n t h . 

T h i s a l t a r i s best grouped w i t h those of Cohors I I Nerviorum. a 

u n i t known t o have been a t Wallsend probably i n the second c e n t u r y . 

RIB 1302 

LS, 181 

Horsley, 208, N o r t h . V I , a l t h o u g h he d e s c r i b e s the stone as "a small 

a l t a r " . 

Spain and Bosanquet, NCH X I I I , 542, no. 2. 

Cat. Ant., 75, no. 75 
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Cohors I I Thraoum 

The s o l i t a r y a l t a r o f t h i s u n i t i s much damaged and d i f f i c u l t t o 

place on t h a t account. 

The die i s w i t h i n a recessed panel, whose c o r n e r s are gi v e n a 

m i t r e d e f f e c t by a diagonal groove. T h i s c a l l s t o mind the panel o f 

a l o s t a l t a r from I l k l e y which dates from the p e r i o d A.D. 161 to 169• 

The f l a t t op of the stone from Moresby however seems t o place i t i n the 

t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

331 • An a l t a r from Moresby; now i n the T u l l i e House Museum, 

C a r l i s l e . 

The a l t a r i s de d i c a t e d t o J u p i t e r by Cohors I I Thracum under the 

command o f Mamius Nepos, p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The 

a l t a r i s 344 inches h i g h , 14 inches v/ide and 14 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t 

i s 10 inches h i g h , l l j inches wide and 13g- inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s a sunken panel 9f- inches h i g h and 1 1 ^ inches wide. 

The sides of the s h a f t are p a n e l l e d , the p l a i n border having 

d i a g o n a l grooves a t each corner to g i v e a m i t r e d e f f e c t . 

The c a p i t a l i s much damaged and n o t h i n g remains of t h e b o l s t e r s 

and f o c u s , i f any e x i s t e d . The top o f the stone i s f l a t . 

The f r o n t of the c a p i t a l has been chipped away and i t i s i m p o s s i b l e 

to determine the form o f the f a s c i a and fo c u s mount. 

The a l t a r has been moulded on at l e a s t t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l , 

a l l t h a t s u r v i v e s i s a stepped-in f i l l e t . At the sides of the base 

t r a c e s of a moulding remain; t h e r e i s a chamfer a t the dext e r s i d e . 

Professor B i r l e y suggests a t h i r d c e n t u r y date f o r t h i s a l t a r . 

This seems l i k e l y i n view of the depth of the c a p i t a l which i n d i c a t e s 

a f a s c i a ±hat was e i t h e r deep or "e n l a r g e d " . The f l a t t o p , i f t h i s i s 
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an o r i g i n a l f e a t u r e , also p o i n t s t o a date i n the second h a l f of the 
Roman p e r i o d . 
RIB 797 

B i r l e y , CW2 X L V I I I , 55-56, no. 5 

TB. Cat.. 8, no. 19 



Cohors V Gallorum 

As o n l y two a l t a r s o f t h i s c o h o r t s u r v i v e , and one of those i s 

a fragment, i t i s d i f f i c u l t to e s t a b l i s h any p a r t i c u l a r s t y l e or 

i n f l u e n c e . 

The major a l t a r i s damaged at the top so t h a t no c o n c l u s i o n s as 

to the form of b o l s t e r s or fo c u s are p o s s i b l e . 

332. An a l t a r from Cramond; now i n the N a t i o n a l Museum o f 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated to J u p i t e r by Cohors V Gallorum under the 

command of Lucius Minthonius F e r t u l l u s , p r e f e c t . I t i s carved i n b u f f 

sandstone. The a l t a r i s 43 inches h i g h , 17f- inches wide and 13§- inches 

t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 15^ inches h i g h , 16^- inches wide and 13 inches 

t h i c k . 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

The t o p o f the a l t a r i s damaged and the b o l s t e r s have now gone. 

The focus i s broken. 

The f a s c i a i s "enlarged," of a type i m p o s s i b l e to determine, and 

i s i n s c r i b e d and decor a t e d . Two i n c i s e d leaves w i t h l ong s t a l k s hang 

down from the c e n t r e o f the c a p i t a l . 

The upper p r o f i l e o f the c a p i t a l has gone. 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At both c a p i t a l and base 

t h e r e are two t o r i . The p l i n t h i s stepped-out. 

The"enlarged"fascia and the presence of the f i r s t l i n e of the 

i n s c r i p t i o n on the f a s c i a suggests t h a t t h i s stone comes from the l a t e 

second or e a r l y p a r t o f the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

RIB 2134 

Gordon, 116, p l a t e XIV 1 . 

H o r s l e y , 204, Scot. XXVII. 
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333• A v e r y damaged fragment o f an a l t a r from South S h i e l d s ; 

now i n the Museum t h e r e . 

Only a p a r t o f the s h a f t s u r v i v e s . The i n s c r i p t i o n mentions 

Cohors V Sallorum. I t i s carved i n sandstone. The stone i s 

inches h i g h , 7f- inches wide and 7̂ - inches t h i c k . 

On t h e s i n i s t e r side o f t h e s h a f t t h e r e i s a m o t i f i n r e l i e f . 

T h i s i s i n t e r p r e t e d by Bruce as b e i n g p a r t of an axe but i t resembles 

more an eagle w i t h o u t - s t r e t c h e d wings. 

RIB 1059 

Bruce, AA 2 X, 246 w i t h f i g . 



Cuneus Fri s i o n u m Aballavensium 

334« A fragment of the base of an a l t a r , p r o b a b l y from 

P a p c a s t l e j now i n Cockermouth C a s t l e . 

The name of the d e i t y t o whom the a l t a r was de d i c a t e d does not 

s u r v i v e a l t h o u g h a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the i n s c r i p t i o n r e s t o r e s the 

name o f the u n i t as Cuneus Fr i s i o n u m Aballavensium. The fragment i s 

carved i n r e d sandstone. I t i s 13 inches h i g h , I6g- inches wide and 

8J inches t h i c k . 

A t the base o n l y a t o r u s moulding now remains. 

The a l t a r i s dated by the i n s c r i p t i o n to the year A.D. 241. 

RIB 882 

LS 906 

Lysons, Cumb., o l i i i x i , no. 99? p l a t e f a c i n g c l x i i i . 

335* The lower p a r t of an a l t a r from Papcastlef now a t Petworth, 

Sussex. This a l t a r has not been examined a t f i r s t hand. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s d e f e c t i v e and no d e t a i l s o f the d e i t y s u r v i v e . 

The man e r e c t i n g the a l t a r i s a p p a r e n t l y commandant o f Cuneus Frisionum 

Aballavensium. The stone i s carved i n red sandstone. I t i s 30 

inches h i g h and 20 inches wide. 

The a l t a r i s moulded. I t seems t o have e i t h e r t h r e e small 

mouldings and a p l i n t h or a f i l l e t , t o r u s and p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o the years A.D. 244-249* 

BIB 883 

LS 907 

Bruce, AA 2 V I I , 80. 



Numerus Barcariorum 

336. An a l t a r from H a l t o n , 3 m i l e s n o r t h - e a s t of Lancaster; 

now i n Lancaster Museum. 

The a l t a r i s dedicated t o l i a r s by the commandant and men o f 

Numerus Barcariorum. I t i s carved i n red sandstone. The s i n i s t e r 

side o f the a l t a r i s c u t o f f . The a l t a r i s 42 inches h i g h , inches 

wide and 13|r inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 18-g- inches h i g h , I8f- inches 

wide and 13 inches t h i c k . 

The die and dexter side o f the s h a f t are p l a i n . 

No b o l s t e r s remain. 

The focus i s damaged but s u f f i c i e n t i s preserved to show t h a t 

i t was c i r c u l a r w i t h two c o n c e n t r i c r i m s (type A3a). The e x t e r n a l 

diameter i s 3"2 inches and i t i s J i n c h deep. 

The f a s c i a i s r e c t a n g u l a r ( t y p e l ) , o f medium depth. 

The focus mount i s " f i l l e d i n " ( t y p e 3)> The c e n t r a l p r o f i l e 

o f the a l t a r i s now f l a t ( t y p e 10). 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the c a p i t a l t h e r e i s 

a f l a t t e n e d t o r u s . At the base there i s a stepped-out f i l l e t and a 

stepped-out p l i n t h . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y dates from the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

RIB 601 

Watkin, 177-178 w i t h f i g . , 177-
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Numerus Equitum S t r a t o n i c i a n o r u m 

Only one a l t a r of t h i s u n i t i s known. I t s sole f e a t u r e of i n t e r e s t 

i s the c a r v i n g of the s a c r i f i c i a l vessels and implements on the sides 

o f the s h a f t . The g u t t u s has a cone-shaped base, s i m i l a r to t h a t which 

appears on a stone from B i r r e n s , w h i l e the k n i f e has a knobbed handle 

and blade o f type 1 . 

The a l t a r p r o b a b l y dates from the e a r l y t h i r d c e n t u r y , a p e r i o d 

i n t o which the s t a t u e base from B i r r e n s can also f i t most h a p p i l y . 

337* An a l t a r from Brougham; now at Brougham C a s t l e . 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d t o Mars by a s o l d i e r o f Humerus Equitum 

S t r a t o n i c i a n o r u m . I t i s carved i n cream sandstone. The a l t a r i s 23-g-

inches h i g h , 12 inches wide and 6 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 10 inches 

h i g h , 9̂ - inches wide and inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the d e x t e r side o f the s h a f t t h e r e i s a p a t e r a w i t h r i m , umbo 

and l o n g handle t e r m i n a t i n g i n a knob, set v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl 

towards the base of the stone, and an elongated g u t t u s w i t h o v o i d body, 

l o n g neck and small spouted mouth ( t y p e B I ) . The f o o t - s t a n d o f the 

g u t t u s i s i n the shape of a c o n i c a l p r o j e c t i o n , a r a r e f e a t u r e , but one 

which may be p a r a l l e l e d on 338. On the s i n i s t e r side of the s h a f t t h e r e 

i s an axe w i t h d i v e r g e n t , s t r a i g h t blade square-ended beyond the h a f t 

("type 3)» and a k n i f e w i t h knobbed handle and broad c u t t i n g edge, 

s h a r p l y angled to the t i p ( t y p e l ) . 

The b o l s t e r s are p l a i n ( t y p e A l a ) . They are damaged a t the f r o n t . 

The focus i s c i r c u l a r , dished w i t h r i m ( t y p e A2b). The i n t e r n a l 

diameter i s 3̂ - inches and i t i s f- i n c h deep. 

The f r o n t o f the c a p i t a l i s damaged so t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e to 

be c e r t a i n of the o r i g i n a l form of the f a s c i a . 



The same i s t r u e o f the focus mount and o f the c e n t r a l p r o f i l e o f the 

c a p i t a l . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on t h r e e s i d e s . At the si d e s o f the c a p i t a l 

t h e r e i s a t o r u s and two stepped-in f i l l e t s . At the base t h e r e are th r e e 

stepped-out f i l l e t s and a p l i n t h . 

P r ofessor B i r l e y suggests t h a t the a l t a r dates from the e a r l y t h i r d 

c e n t u r y . This may w e l l be the case al t h o u g h s t y l i s t i c a l l y the stone 

would be a t home i n an e a r l i e r p e r i o d . The unusual base of the g u t t u s 

on the s h a f t s t r o n g l y suggests t h a t the a l t a r and the o t h e r , from B i r r e n s 

(338),on which the same f e a t u r e may be not e d , are from the hand of the 

same mason or a t l e a s t from the same workshop. 
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A l t a r s p r o b a b l y from the workshop o f Numerus Equitutn S t r a t o n i c i a n o r u m 

338. A s t a t u e base from B i r r e n s ; now i n the N a t i o n a l Museum o f 

A n t i q u i t i e s , Edinburgh. 

The base i s d e d i c a t e d t o Mercury by J u l i u s (Jresoens. I t i s carved 

i n b u f f sandstone. The base i s 30f- inches h i g h , 18 inches wide and 11̂ -

inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 18^ inches h i g h , 14 inches wide and 8-ig- i n c h e s 

t h i c k . 

The d i e i s p l a i n . 

On the dext e r side o f the s h a f t t h e r e are two m o t i f s : a cock s t a n d i n g 

on an i n v e r t e d oone and a ph a l e r a . i d e n t i c a l w i t h examples i n the set 

o f phalerae found at the V i l l a Vecchia d i Manerbio, near B r e s c i a . T h e 

s i n i s t e r side o f the s h a f t bears r e l i e f s of p a t e r a and g u t t u s . The p a t e r a , 

w i t h r i m and umbo. i s s e t v e r t i c a l l y w i t h the bowl towards the t o p o f 

1. See I,p.J44 



the s t o n e . I t has an i n t e r e s t i n g handle, f o r n o t o n l y i s i t an i m a l -

headed but i t j o i n s t h e bowl i n an angular p r o j e c t i o n , a f e a t u r e which 

may be p a r a l l e l e d on a stone from South S h i e l d s (589)» The g u t t u s i s 

also i n t e r e s t i n g . I t has an ovoid body w i t h l o n g neck and small spouted 

mouth ( t y p e B l ) . Both sides o f the mouth are shown, u n l e s s the g u t t u s 

i s i n t e n d e d t o be l i d d e d . The handle of the g u t t u s i s angular w i t h thumb-

r e s t . The base of the g u t t u s i s a oone-shape, s i m i l a r t o t h a t on an 

a l t a r from Brougham (337)• 

There are no b o l s t e r s but the t o p of the stone has a r e o t a n g u l a r 

reoess 13 inches from side t o side and 0 . 8 inches from f r o n t t o baok. 

I t i s 2 inches deep* 

The stone i s ohamfered a t b o t h o a p i t a l and base on f o u r s i d e s , a l t h o u g h 

the back i s o n l y r o u g h l y shaped. 

The base seems to be from the same hand as t h a t o f an a l t a r f r o m 

Brougham (337)• I t p r o b a b l y dates from the years about the t u r n o f the 

second c e n t u r y . 
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339* An a l t a r from near Brougham} now a t Brougham C a s t l e . 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s d e f e c t i v e but the a l t a r has been d e d i c a t e d t o 

Belatuoadrus by a s o l d i e r . I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The a l t a r 

i s 20^ inches h i g h and 11 inches wide. The stone i s v e r y weathered and 

i s o f orude shape; t h e r e i s no r e a l c a p i t a l or base. 

The d i e and s h a f t are p l a i n . 

There are n e i t h e r b o l s t e r s nor f o c u s . 
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Numerue Maurorum Aurelianorum 

340. The upper p a r t o f an a l t a r from Burgh upon Sands, once a t 

Romanway, Beaumont. This a l t a r has not been examined a t 

f i r s t hand. 

The i n s c r i p t i o n i s d e f e c t i v e but the a l t a r was p r o b a b l y d e d i c a t e d 

t o J u p i t e r , t o the D e i t i e s o f the two Emperors and the GeniuB o f the 

u n i t by C a e l i u s V i b i a n u s , t r i b u n e o f the c o h o r t and commander o f Humerus 

Maurorum Aurelianorum. I t i s 33 inches h i g h and 15 inches wide. 

The d i e i s a sunken pa n e l , bordered a t the t o p by r u d i m e n t a r y 

d e n t i l s . 

The mouldings a t the c a p i t a l have been c h i s e l l e d away and the 

base o f the a l t a r has been c u t o f f . 

The a l t a r i s dated by i t s i n s c r i p t i o n t o A.D. 253* Professor 

B i r l e y suggests t h a t the c o h o r t commanded by Ca e l i u s V i b i a n u s was 

Cohors I Nervana Germanorum. 
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V e x i l l a t i o Raetorum e t Norioorum 

341* The lower p a r t o f an a l t a r from Manchester; now i n the 

Manchester Museum. 

The a l t a r i s d e d i c a t e d by t h e commander o f a v e x i l l a t i o n o f 

Raetians and No r i c a n s . I t i s carved i n r e d sandstone. The stone i s 

28 inohes h i g h , 22jt inches wide and 15 inches t h i c k . The s h a f t i s 

20̂ - inches a t the w i d e s t p a r t and 9 inches t h i c k i f the r e l i e f a t the back 

o f the stone i s i n c l u d e d } w i t h o u t the wreath the s h a f t i s 6 inches t h i c k . 

The d i e i s recessed w i t h i n a p l a i n border 3-§- inches wide. The 

panel i s 13̂ - inches wide. A small ovolo bounds the panel a t the lower 

edge. 

On the d e x t e r side of the s h a f t the lower p a r t o f a s i t u l a , or 

bucket i n which the exta were cooked, appears i n r e l i e f . The s i n i s t e r 

side has a s i m i l a r m o t i f decorated w i t h d r i l l e d h o l e s . The handles o f 

t h i s s i t u l a may be d i s t i n g u i s h e d . These s i t u l a e are o f the same shape 

as those carved on tombstones i n the Regensburg r e g i o n and an a c t u a l 

example s u r v i v e s i n the Regensburg Museum ( P l a t e C). On the baok o f 

the s h a f t t h e r e i s a t h i c k , clumsy wreath from the lower edge o f whioh 

two r i b b o n s depend v e r t i c a l l y . I n the c e n t r e o f the wreath a hole i s 

d r i l l e d . 

The a l t a r i s moulded on f o u r s i d e s . At the back o f the stone, 

p r o j e c t i o n s a t each cor n e r o f the base suggest t h a t e i t h e r angular 

oolumns or a o r o t e r i a once decorated the a l t a r . The f r o n t c o r n e r s o f 

the base are damaged so t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o a s c e r t a i n whether 

s i m i l a r f e a t u r e s also once e x i s t e d here. The mouldings themselves 

b e g i n 4̂ - i n c h e s from the edge o f the base. At the f r o n t o f the a l t a r 

t h e r e are th r e e stepped-out ovolos and a stepped-out p l i n t h . At the 

back and sides of the stone, stepped-out f i l l e t s r e p l a c e the o v o l o s . 



ProfeBsor B i r l e y suggests t h a t the v e s i l l a t i o n mentioned i n the 

i n s c r i p t i o n was sent t o B r i t a i n a f t e r the Severan v i c t o r y a t T i n u r t i u m 

so t h a t the a l t a r would date from the l a t e second o r e a r l y t h i r d 

c e n t u r i e s * I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note the correspondence between the 

m o t i f s on the s h a f t and those t o be found i n R a e t i a , a s i m i l a r i t y 

which perhaps i n d i c a t e s t h a t no l o n g time had elapsed between the a r f i v a l 

o f the c o n t i n g e n t and the c a r v i n g o f the a l t a r . 
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SECTION C 

A l t a r s from workshops showing l i n k s w i t h m i l i t a r y u n i t s . 


