
Durham E-Theses

Some aspects of the urban geography of Chester le
Street and Houghton le Spring and other small urban

settlements in north Durham

George A. Nadur

How to cite:

Nadur, George A. (1967) Some aspects of the urban geography of Chester le Street and Houghton le
Spring and other small urban settlements in north Durham. Doctoral thesis, Durham University.

Use policy

The full-text may be used and/or reproduced, and given to third parties in any format or medium, without prior permission or
charge, for personal research or study, educational, or not-for-profit purposes provided that:

• a full bibliographic reference is made to the original source

• a https://etheses.durham.ac.uk/id/eprint/8790/ is made to the metadata record in Durham E-Theses

• the full-text is not changed in any way

The full-text must not be sold in any format or medium without the formal permission of the copyright holders.

Please consult the full Durham E-Theses policy for further details.

Academic Support Office, The Palatine Centre, Durham University, Stockton Road, Durham, DH1 3LE
e-mail: e-theses.admin@durham.ac.uk Tel: +44 0191 334 6107

https://etheses.durham.ac.uk

https://www.durham.ac.uk
https://etheses.durham.ac.uk/id/eprint/8790/
https://libguides.durham.ac.uk/open_research/etheses#s-lib-ctab-15326874-5
https://etheses.durham.ac.uk


r 

SOME ASPECTS OF THE URBAN GEOGRAPHY OF CHESTER 

LE STREET AND HOUGHTON LE SPRING AND OTHER 

SMALL URBAN SETTLEMENTS IN NORTH DURHAM 

by 

George A. Nadur 
(Grey) 

B.A. London 

Submitted in candidature for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy of the 
University of Durham 

February 1967 



( i ) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

page 

Table of Contents i 

Acknowledgements i v 

Introduction 1 

SECTION 1 PART A 

Chapter 1 

Durham Coa l f i e l d 9 

Migration 12 

Employment Structure 18 

Mining settlements 23 

Chapter 2 

Pre-1939 evolution of Houghton le Spring 

and Chester l e Street 26 

Pre- 19th century 26 

1801 - 1831 31 

1831 - 1851 37 
1851 - 1875 46 
1875 - 1914 57 

Inter-war period 64 

Chapter 3 

Character of the towns c. 1939 71 

SECTION 1 PART B 

Chapter 1 

Introduction 77 



( i i ) 

page 
Chapter 2 

Employment 82 

Employment Structure 82 

In and out movement of workers 87 

Coal miners 96 

Youth Employment 99 

Workplaces of residents on council 

and private estates 103 

Chapter 3 

Dormitory Status 116 

Post-war r e s i d e n t i a l development 117 

Previous residence of estate dwellers 122 

Previous residence and \irorkplace 

(private estates) 124 

Reasons for moving to private estates 130 

Service Orientation of private 

estates 136 

Chapter 4 

Sphere of Influence 151 

Shopping 151 

Re t a i l trade areas 162 

Other services 176 

Conclusions 186 

SECTION 2 PART C 

Chapter 1 

Introduction 193 

file:///irorkplace


( i i i ) 

page 

Chapter 2 

The Study of Central places -

methodological background 207 

Problems of application 211 

Chapter 3 

Shopping centres arid area character 218 

The hierarchy of central places 221 

Functional structure of selected centres 227 

Chapter 4 

Consumer shopping habits and the 

hierarchy of central places 240 

Consumer orientation 2,kk 

Population thresholds 252 

Chapter 5 
Consumer orientation at each l e v e l 

of the hierarchy 260 

Trade areas 289 

Chapter 6 
Differences in the shopping habits of 
households 299 

Chapter 7 

The Shopping centres of the region 309 

Cone l\is ions 3^3 

References 350 

Appendix A 355 

Appendix B 365 

Appendix C 371 



( i v ) 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The author i s greatly indebted to a l l those who have helped 

him during h i s research period at Durham. He would especially l i k e 

to thank the following: 

Professor Fisher for the opportunity to do research in h i s 

Department. 

Dr. D. Thorpe, h i s Supervisor, for expert advice and helpful 

supervision. 

The Durham County Planning Office ( j i . B l a i r i n p a r t i c u l a r ) . 

Various members of st a f f of the Chester l e Street and Houghton 

le Spring d i s t r i c t councils. 

The technical s t a f f of the Geography Department for th e i r 

assistance i n the preparation of the the s i s . 

He i s also extremely grateful to Pauline for her patience 

in the typing of t h i s manuscript. 

The Commonwealth Commission for the award of a Research 

Studentship. 



I n t r o d u c t i o n 

T h i s t h e s i s examines t h e n a t u r e oi' t h e f u n c t i o n a l 

development o±" two s m a l l towns i n t h e h e a v i l y p o p u l a t e d 

c o a l f i e l d area or Worth Durham. An e x a m i n a t i o n oi" 

t h e i r e v o l u t i o n i s made i n S e c t i o n one. I n S e c t i o n 

two a broader p e r s p e c t i v e i s i n t r o d u c e d i n o r d e r t o 

u n d e r s t a n d more f u l l y t h e i r r o i e as r e t a i l s e r v i c e c e n t r e s . 

F o r t h Durham i s p a r t o f t h e i i o r o h East c o a l f i e l d , 

( i t ' s s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n has been d e t e r m i n e d by two major 

f a c t o r s , the development o f coax m i n i n g d u r i n g t h e 

1 9 t h c e n t u r y and t h e siibsequent g r o w t h o f t h e i n d u s t r i a l 

complexes on t h e r i v e r s Tyne and Wear. The s i g n i f i c a n c e 

01 these two f a c t o r s has v a r i e d over t i m e . Both are 

s t i l l i m p o r t a n t but i n c r e a s i n g l y t h e p o r t c o n u r b a t i o n s 

p l a y t h e dominant r o l e . Fig.A.l shows the r e g i o n a l s e t t i n g . 

The e f f e c t of coax m i n i n g on t h e s e t t l e m e n t s o f t h e 

area i s apparent i'rom t h e s p o r a d i c s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n n o r t h - w e s t Durham. The -rapid development 

o f c o a i m i n i n g i n N o r t h Durham d u r i n g the l9'th c e n t u r y , 

changed the o l a s e t t l e m e n t s t r u c t u r e which had e v o l v e d 

on an a g r i c u l t u r a l base. M i n i n g v i l l a g e s were g r a f t e d 

on t o a g r i c u l t u r a l v i l l a g e s o r e l s e new v i l l a g e s were 

b u i l t s p e c i f i c a l l y t o serve t h e c o l l i e r i e s . The d e c l i n e 

of c o a i m i n i n g has been such t h a t a t the p r e s e n t t i m e 
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v i r t u a l l y no new h o u s i n g developments are based on. 

the l o c a t i o n oi' c o l l i e r i e s . Other f a c t o r s now det e r m i n e 

the s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f the area e„g. t h e p o r t 

c o n u r b a t i o n s . 

The p o r t s or t h e Tyne and Wear grew c o n s i d e r a b l y 

i n s i z e and importance d u r i n g t h e J.9th c e n t u r y . The 

outward expansion oi' the two p o r t s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e 

l a s t hundred years has been such t h a t t oday i t i s aimost 

i m p o s s i b l e t o p r o v i d e a m e a n i n g f u l d e f i n i t i o n t o t h e 

e x t e n t o i each i . e . i t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o say where t h e 

b u i l t - u p area or i n f l u e n c e o f one stops and t h a t o f t h e 

o t h e r b e g i n s . I n many ways t u e two c o n u r b a t i o n s f u n c t i o n 

as an i n t e r a c t i n g e n t i t y . Robinson (1955) d e s c r i b e d t h i s 

w i d e r a r e a as t h e Tyneside Urban T r a c t b u t t h e ' 

urban complex i s more f r e q u e n t l y d i v i d e d i n t o two 

c o n u r b a t i o n u n i t s . The Tyneside C o n u r b a t i o n (pop. 

850,000) was iormed by t h e coalescence o f s e v e r a l n u c l e i 

a l o n g t h e r i v e r Tyne; the Wearside C o n u r b a t i o n (pop. 

200,000) was oi' u n i t a r y g r o w t h and developed f r o m t h e 

t w i n n u c l e i o i Bishop and Monkwearmouth - the p r e s e n t 

e x t e n t o i t h i s c o n u r b a t i o n i s l i m i t e d t o Sunderland and 

a s m a l l area beyond i t s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e boundary. 



The p o r t c o n u r b a t i o n s o f Tyneside and Wearsiae 

had t h e i r maximum growth r a t e d u r i n g t h e 1850-1914 

p e r i o d . Tynesiae grew from about 200,000 i n 1850 t o 

t h r e e - q u a r t e r s or a m i l l i o n "by 194> i n x n e same p e r i o d 

Wearside grew rrom 70,000 t o about ±70,000 (see Smaiies, 

1960, p. 179)• The e l o n g a t e d spread o f h o u s i n g and 

i n d u s t r i a l development a l o n g t h e r i v e r Tyne was a 

f e a t u r e o f t h e 19th c e n t u r y growth o f t h e c o n u r b a t i o n , 

b u t i n t h e i n t e r - w a r and post-Secona World War p e r i o a s 

the most i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e o f i t s g r o w t h has been i i . s 

e xpansion t o areas n o r t h and s o u t h o i the r i v e r . 

I n i t s southward expansion t h e Tyneside c o n u r b a t i o n 

has drawn many 01 t h e m i n i n g and a g r i c u l t u r a l s e t t l e m e n t s 

01 N o r t h Durham, w i t h i n i t s b u i l t - u p area; t h i s i s 

apparent i r o m t h e s c a i e 01 p r i v a t e h o u s i n g development 

i n t h i s area. D u r i n g t h e i n t e r - w a r p e r i o d t h e r e was 

some outward expansion of t h e two c o n u r b a t i o n s hue i t 

was o n l y i n the post-war p e r i o d t h a t t h i s has assumed 

th e dimensions of a f l o o d . A measure of t h e p r e s e n t and 

f u t u r e needs 01 t h e c o n u r D a t i o n s can be gauged frum t h e 

f a c t t h a t t h e y are among t h e most overcrowded areas i n 

England and Wales. The d e s i g n a t i o n 01 Washington as a 

New Town, p r i n c i p a l l y t o serve t h e needs 01 the p o p u l a t i o n 

i n t h e c o n u r b a t i o n s , i s a f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n 01 t h e s c a l e 

o f t h e suburban movement. 



Chester i e S t r e e t (u.D. pop. ±9,000) and Houghton 

l e S p r i n g (u.D. pop. 51,000) are two smail/medium towns 

i n Worth Durham. They are more o r l e s s e q u i d i s t a n t 

f r o m the p o r t s or t h e Tyne and wear r e s p e c t i v e l y ana 

are l o c a t e d a t c r i t i c a l poimts r e l a t i v e t o t h e p o r t 

n u c l e i . They are a t p r e s e n t t h e l a r g e s t s e t t l e m e n t s 

s t a n d i n g i s o l a t e d f r o m the c o n t i n u o u s l y b u i l t - u p areas 

o f Tyneside and Wearside. T h i s t h e s i s examines t h e i r 

development s i n c e 1800 i n o r d e r t o see what c o n t r i b u t i o n 

these l o c a t i o n s have had as a g a i n s t t h e i r ' i n s i t u 1 

r o l e as m i n i n g s e t t l e m e n t s and as s e r v i c e c e n t r e s f o r 

l i m i t e d areas 01 t h e c o a i i i e i a . 

D u r i n g the 19th c e n t u r y t h e towns were caught up 

i n t h e c o a l mindng economy and, i n t h e course o f t h e 

c e n t u r y , l o s t v i r t u a l l y a l l t h e i r pre-19th c e n t u r y 

f u n c t i o n s w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e i r s e r v i c e r o l e . By 

19±4 t h e employment s t r u c t u r e o f b o t h towns was l i t t l e 

d i i f e r e n t t o those o f o t h e r m i n i n g s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e 

area. The growth o f tne towns d u r i n g t n i s c e n t u r y was 

l a r g e i y d e t e r m i n e d by t h e s i z e and p r o s p e r i t y o f t h e l o c a l 

c o l l i e r i e s . 

D u r i n g t h e i n t e r - w a r p e r i o d t h e r e was a g e n e r a l 

d e c l i n e i n t h e c o a l m i n i n g i n d u s t r y o f Worth Durham. 

I t became c l e a r , d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , t h a t t h e f u t u r e o f t h e 



towns c o u l d not depend i n d e f i n i t e l y on c o a i m i n i n g -

employment a t c o l l i e r i e s i n the v i c i n i t y oi' $he two 

"towns was e i t h e r s t a t i c o r e l s e d e c l i n i n g . Since 

t h e r e were v i r t u a l l y no o t h e r i n d u s t r i e s i n t h e towns 

i t was e q u a l l y c i e a r t h a t t h e f u t u r e o i t n e towns would 

depend on e i t h e r a t t r a c t i n g new i n d u s t r i e s or e l s e i n 

becoming a / r e s i d e n t i a l c e n t r e d f o r t h e expanding i n d u s t r i a l 

a r e a s , m o s t i y i n t h e c o n u r b a t i o n s . D u r i n g t n i s p e r i o d 

t h e towns c o n t i n u e d t o a c t as s e r v i c e c e n t r e s f o r t h e 

s u r r o u n d i n g s e t t l e m e n t s . 

I n t h e post-war p e r i o d the Durham c o a i m i n i n g i n d u s t r y 

d e c l i n e d even more r a p i d l y . Employment i n t h e i o c a l 

c o l l i e r i e s has d e c l i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l y and many o f t'ne 

c o l l i e r i e s have c l o s e d . The number oi' miners r e s i d e n t i n 

t h e towns has a i s o d e c l i n e d , p a r t l y because o i e m i g r a t i o n 

( t o o t h e r areas w i t n i n the c o a l f i e l d or o t n e r c o a l f i e l d s 

i n England and Wales), and p a r t l y because o f a l o w e r 

percentage o f young people e n t e r i n g t n e i n d u s t r y . The 

towns have been r a t h e r u n s u c c e s s f u l i n a t t r a c t i n g new 

i n d u s t r i e s and so t h e i r modern r o l e s are as d o r m i t o r y 

and s e r v i c e c e n t r e s . 

I n t h e performance o i t h e i r two f u n c t i o n s as 

d o r m i t o r y and s e r v i c e c e n t r e s , the towns are s t r o n g l y 

i n f l u e n c e d by t h e c o n u r b a t i o n s . The h i g h l e v e l o l 



06 

employment i n trie c o n u r b a t i o n s and t h e outward 
suburban movement o f the p o p u l a t i o n have b r o u g h t about 
a c l o s e r a s s o c i a t i o n between t h e towns and t h e c o n u r b a t i o n s . 
The improvement i n t r a n s p o r t has a l s o been r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r s h o r t e n i n g t h e t i m e - d i s t a n c e between t h e towns and 
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c o n u r b a t i o n s . The g r e a t e r a c c e s s i b i l i t y 
between the towns and t h e c o n u r b a t i o n s has enhanced t n e 
for m e r ' s development as r e s i d e n t i a l c e n t r e s b u t i t has 
had t h e o p p o s i t e e f f e c t on t h e i r v i a b i l i t y as s e r v i c e 
c e n t r e s f o r t h e s u r r o u n d i n g s e t t l e m e n t s . 

I t was f e i t t h a t the i n t e r a c t i o n between t h e towns 

and t h e r e s t 01 the urban complex o f N o r t h Durham/ 

Tyneside c o u l d n o t be p r o p e r l y u n d e r s t o o d w i t h o u t t h e 

s t u d y o f an area beyond t h e l i m i t s of t h e two towns. 

One element o f the f u n c t i o n s o f t h e towns was a c c o r d i n g l y 

s e l e c t e d f o r more d e t a i l e d s t u d y over a w i d e r area. I t 

was decided t o examine t h e shopping r o l e o f s e r v i c e 

c e n t r e s i n t h e r e g i o n . F o r t h Durham i s an example or 

a f a i r i y d e n s e i y b u i l t - u p area and a type o f area t h a t 

i s r a t h e r i n n r e q u e n t i y examined by s t u d e n t s of c e n t r a l 

p l a c e systems. Chapter 1 ( i n t r o d u c t i o n ) , S e c t i o n 2 

d e s c r i b e s b r i e f l y t h e problems i n v o l v e d i n t h e a n a l y s i s 

o f t h e shopping c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h i s r e g i o n and s t r e s s e s 
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the i m p o r t a n c e of t h i s approach t o the u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
the complex i n t e r a c t i o n s between c e n t r e s f o r t h e 
p r o v i s i o n o f t n i s f a c i l i t y . 



S E C T I O N 1 

PART A 



Chapter 1 

The i i u r h I f i e l d - .19th. Century 

Chester l e s t r e e t and Houghton l e s p r i n g are b o t h 

s i t u a t e d w i t h i n t h e Durham c o a l f i e l d ; the f o r m e r l i e s i n 

t h e r e g i o n o f the exposed c o a l ""ieasu3?es w h i l e the l a t t e r 

i s w i t h i n t h e concealed c o a l f i e l d and l i e s a t t h e edge o f 

t h e r.agnesian l i m e s t o n e p l a t e a u . 

For a p r o p e r a p p r e c i a t i o n o f the e v o l u t i o n of t h e 

two towns i t i s f i r s t necessary t o examine" the growth and 

c h a r a c t e r o f the r e s t o f t h e County and o a r t i c u i a r i y the 

c o a l f i e l d , d u r i n g t h e 19th c e n t u r y . Though the two 

s e t t l e m e n t s had been 01 some importance p r e v i o u s t o 1800, 

trie changes t h a t t o o k p l a c e d u r i n g tne 19th c e n t u r y i n 

the c o a l f i e l d l e d t o a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 01 t h e f u n c t i o n s and 

c h a r a c t e r of the towns. Thus some o f t h e i r more d i s t i n c t i v e 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s can be t r a c e d back t o t h e i r 1 9 t h c e n t u r y 

r o l e s i n the Durha "• c o a l f i e l d . 

S s a i l e s r e c o g n i s e s t h r e e p e r i o d s i n t h e development 

o f t h e Durham c o a l f i e l d d u r i n g t h e i 9 t h c e n t u r y 'Ki) 1800-

1825, U i J 1825-1850 and ( i i i ) 1850-1914 (Smailes 1935J. 

D u r i n g the f i r s t q u a r t e r o f the •cenxury t h e r e was l i t t l e 

d i s t u r b a n c e i n t h e Durham c o a l f i e l d . A l t h o u g h t h e r e was 

t h r o u g h o u t t h i s p e r i o d a n e t g a i n i n m i g r a t i o n (.see Taole A . l j 

i m m i g r a t i o n was n o t o f much im p o r t a n c e . Cbal m i n i n g which 



had "been c a r r i e d out i n t h e area f o r about f i v e c e n t u r i e s 

was s t i l l r e s t r i c t e d t o w i t n i n or 4 m i l e s oi t i d e w a t e r 

( S r a a i l e s , 193?, p.221;. The c o a l f i e l d , area was s t i l l 

f o r t h e most p a r t r u r a l . 

The l i m i t i n g f a c t o r a t t h i s t i m e was m a i n l y inadequate 

t r a n s p o r t but an i m p o r t a n t e x t e n s i o n of t h e c o a l f i e l d 

t ook p l a c e towards the end o f t h i s p e r i o d . T h i s was t h e 

w i n n i n g o f the f i r s t c o l l i e r y i n the Permian Hagnesian 

l i m e s t o n e ( c o n c e a l e d c o a l f i e l d ) a t H e t t o n i n 1822. One 

year l a t e r a c o l l i e r y was sunk i n t h e town o f Houghton l e 

S p r i n g and the township's p o p u l a t i o n c o n s e q u e n t l y rose 

from 99° i n 1801 t o 5,917 i n 1 8 J I (a t y p i c a l l y r a p i d i n c r e a s e 

f o r a s e t t l e m e n t e x p e r i e n c i n g r a i n i n g c o l o n i s a t i o n ) . The 

e t h e r s e c t i o n s o f t h e exposed c o a l f i e l d showed o n l y moderate 

i n c r e a s e s i n p o p u l a t i o n . 

The second q u a r t e r o f t h e c e n t u r y was a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

p e r i o d i n the Durham c o a l f i e l d as 'a wave o f m i n i n g 

c o l o n i s a t i o n swept over the c o a l f i e l d as t h e r a i l w a y system 

was p r o v i d e d ' ( S m a i l e s , 1960, p.162). T h i s p e r i o d saw the 

breakdown o f the t r a d i t i o n a l s e t t l e m e n t s t r u c t u r e o f N o r t h 

Durham. A g r i c u l t u r a l v i l l a g e s were t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o 

v i r t u a l l y mono f u n c t i o n a l •.•lining v i l l a g e s e.g. Walaridge-, 

near Chester l e S t r e e t , i n which 85$ of occupied :;iales i n 



1851 were c o a i miners. New v i l l a g e s v/ere a l s o b e i n g 

b u i l t a.l"'!o;:.t e x c l u s i v e l y f o r c o a l miners e.g. I l i d & i e R a i n t o n , 

near Houghton l e S p r i n g , was b u i l t c.1825 t o serve the 

R a i n t o n c o l l i e r i e s and i n 1851 c o a i miners accounted f o r 

SOJfo o f i t s occupied males. 

The whole of t h e Chester R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t and 

most of t h e Houghton Reg. D i s t r i c t had been c o l o n i s e d b e f o r e 

1625 and were, t h e r e f o r e , t o some e x t e n t by-passed by the 

wave o f i m m i g r a n t s d u r i n g the second q u a r t e r o f the c e n t u r y . 

T h i s was v e r y apparent i n the Houghton R e g . D i s t r i c t where 

i n s p i t e o f i t s r e c e n t c o l o n i s a t i o n t h e r e was an 1B%- l o s s 

o f p o p u l a t i o n between 1831 and 184-1 as miners were drawn 

o f f t o t h e s o u t h and west. 

A f t e r 1850 t h e r e was l i t t l e a r e a ! expansion i n t h e 

c o a l f i e l d b u t r a t h e r a ' c o n s o l i d a t i o n * and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n 

o f a c t i v i t y i n areas a l r e a d y occupied' ( S a a i l e s , 1960, p . l 6 2 ) 

For the f i r s t h a l f o f t h i s p e r i o d (1650-1860) t h e r e 

was v i g o r o u s growth t h r o u g h o u t the c o a l f i e l d . I m m i g r a t i o n 

i n t o the c o u n t y d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d was 50% h i g h e r than t h a t 

f o r t h e p r e v i o u s t h i r t y years ( c o l o n i s a t i o n p e r i o d ) . By 

IB80 l i t t l e scope was l e f t f o r f u r t h e r e x t e n s i o n o f the 

m i n i n g area; the p r i n c i p a l l a t e r a d d i t i o n s were i n the 

s o u t h - e a s t o f t h e Magnesian l i m e s t o n e p l a t e a u . The 1871-



81 census p e r i o d was the l a s t t o show a n e t g a i n i n 

m i g r a t i o n and o u t - m i g r a t i o n has s i n c e t h e n become a f i x e d 

demographic f e a t u r e of the c o u n t y . 

M i g r a t i o n 

The most i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e o f Durham's growth d u r i n g 

the 19th c e n t u r y was the s c a l e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n jnovement 

"both i n t e r n a l l y and e x t e r n a l l y . The g r e a t i n f l u x o f 

p o p u l a t i o n i n t o the county had a d i r e c t o r i n d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e 

on v i r t u a l l y e v ery aspect o f the county's s o c i a l and economic 

l i f e . The major focus o f t h e in-movement was the c o a l f i e l d 

and f o r a prop e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e growth and changes 

t h a t t o o k p l a c e t h e r e i t i s necessary t o examine t h e degree 

and n a t u r e o f the m i g r a t i o n i n t o the c o u n t y ( e x t e r n a l ) 

as w e l l as the movement o f t h e Durham p o p u l a t i o n i n t o o r 

w i t h i n t h e c o a l f i e l d area ( i n t e r n a l ) , 

( a ) E x t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n 

Table A . l . shows t h e n e t g a i n or l o s s i n m i g r a t i o n 

f o r each d e c e n n i a l p e r i o d f r o m 1801 t o 1911. The f i r s t two 

decades show o n l y moderate g a i n s w h i l e t h e t h i r d h e r a l d s t h e 

s t a r t o f Durham's r a p i d g r o w t h . Smailes c o n s i d e r s t h a t 

i m m i g r a t i o n s t a r t e d i n e a r n e s t a f t e r 1825 w i t h the improve­

ment i n r a i l t r a n s p o r t . Between t h e 1821 and 1881 censuses 

the c o u n t y enjoyed an impara.lle.led r a t e o f growth - g e n e r a l l y 

the h i g h e s t p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

http://impara.lle.led
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Table A . l 

County Durham - M i g r a t i o n 

Net g a i n fo n e t g a i n 
l o s s ( - ) o r l o s s ( - ) 

I8O.L-1I 905 0.6 

11-21 5,921 3.5 

21-31 17,859 8.6 

31-41 41,283 14.5 

41-51 40,000 12.0 

51-61 47,423 i l . 5 

61-71 82,233 15.2 

71-81 21,623 3.1 

81-91 - 20,372 - 2.3 

91-01 - 12,196 - 1..2 

1901-11 - 37,745 - 3.1 

* e s t i m a t e d from a c t u a l i n c r e a s e 

An anaJ.ysis o f the b i r t h p l a c e s o f those enumerated i n 

the c o u n t y i n lP>6l i s shown i n Table A. 22 i n t h e Appendix. 

About ;.2;.' o f the enumerated p o p u l a t i o n was born o u t s i d e t h e 

co u n t y ; t h e m a j o r i t y o f these were fro'Q t h e f o u r c o n t i g u o u s 

c o u n t i e s or Northumberland, Y o r k s h i r e , Cumberland and 

Wes t r i o r l a n d . I r e l a n d and S c o t l a n d accounted f o r over h a l f 

or t h e o t h e r i m m i g r a n t s . The I r i s h i n f l u x cane n a i n l y i n 

t h e 1841-51 p e r i o d (1847 famine i n I r e l a n d ) when some 250,000 



I r i s h e n t e r e d jasi tyland and V/ales - fro... 1.6,.. o f t h e county's 

po ->u: " t i o n i n I t 4 1 the I r i s h b orn nu.Vb-:;r rose t o 4.5'/ i n 

l-'51. 

LSven d u r i n j t h i s p e r i o d of 'ass i - . . i r x a t i o n i t i s 

i m p o r t a n t t o note t h ^ t t i i e r e was a l s o a s i g n i f i c a n t o u t -

-.ovei'.eat o f the Durha". born po n i l - t i o n . I n V ; 6 l seven 

c o u n t i e s i n England had a n e t ;;ain o " v i . r r a n t r , f r o : . Durha'i 

- o f these o n l y t h r e e shoved a s i g n i f i c a n t Jja±n and tuese 

were the London c o u n t i e s o f M i d d l e s e x , S u r r e y and ICent. 

Sone o f the cbservec 8 evidences or consequences o f heavy 

i ^ r : i ^ r a t i o n d u r i n / j the ld-21-81 p e r i o d v^ere t o be seen i n the 

imbalance i n the a^e-se" s t r u c t u r e of t h e county's p o p u l a t i o n 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the c o a l f i e l d areas. T h i s t o o k t h e form 

o f : 

( i ) a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e L y lii<yh i n c r e a s e i n t h e '"ale p o p u l a t i o n 

e.g. whereas t h e .ale p o p u L o t i o n i n c r e a s e d a t t h e annual 

r a t e o f 2.05;' (E. L W. 1.45;r0 f o r t h e f i r s t 50 years 

o f the c e n t u r y , the female po"-ul-,tion i n c r e a s e d a t o n l y 

1 . 7 ^ (E. & v. 1.57.*). 

( i i ) s e l e c t i v e "ialo ir. -i<:rp.tion which r e s u l t e d i n an above 

a v i r a / e nu i-^er o f /.ales r e l a t i v e t o f e a l e s i n . -ost a^e 

/•roups b u t O f t l y i n the i n t e r -ediate j r o u - s e.g. i n l / ^ l 

Durha was one of o n l y f o u r E n g l i s h c o m i t i e s t o c o n t a i n 



:::ore i.iaies "than feifiaies i n t h e 20-40 years age group 

(Monmouth, S t a f f o r d and L i n c o l n were the o t h e r s ) . 

( i i i ) A v e r y h i g h b i r t h - r a t e - a com:\on phenomenon among 

m i n i n g p o p u l a t i o n s b u t a l s o a r e s u l t o f the predom­

i n a n t l y young ages o f t h e i m m i g r a n t s . 

The r a p i d i n f l o w o f m i g r a n t s and t h e h i g h b i r t h r a t e 

soon r a i s e d the co u n t y fron; an u n d e r - p o p u l a t e d area t o one 

pos s e s s i n g a l a r g e r t h a n p r o p o r t i o n a t e share o f the c o u n t r y ' s 

p o p u l a t i o n (see Table 'A, 18 i n t h e Ap p e n d i x ) . I t i s 

n o t i c e a b l e t h a t t h e r i s i n g p o p u l a t i o n i s checked a f t e r 1K01 

bu t t h e hi,Th b i r t h r a t e m a i n t a i n s the percentage i n c r e a s e 

i n p o p u l a t i o n above the n a t i o n a l average, 

( b ) I n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n 

'There has a t a l l times been s, hi^;h m o b i l i t y o f p l a c e 

among t h e m i n i n g p o p u l a t i o n b u t t h i s has u s u a l l y been 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a low m o b i l i t y o f o c c u p a t i o n ' . (House, 

1959, P.40). 

A l t h o u g h i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o measure p r e c i s e l y t h e degree 

or s c a l e o f interna.!, "•ovefiient i n the development of t h e 

Durham c o a l f i e l d , i t i s n e v e r t h e l e s s obvious t h a t t h e r e was 

c o n s i d e r a b l e •.iove::ient of t h i s k i n d . I t i s a l s o t r u e t h a t 

whereas e x t e r n a L i m m i g r a t i o n was o f importance o n l y d u r i n g 

t h e 1825-ieeO p e r i o d , i n t e r n a l movement i n t o the c o a l f i e l d 



preceded this- p e r i o d and was s t i l l o f s i n g u l a r i a - o r t a n o e 

r i g h t up t o the F i r s t World War. 

Throughout the I p t h c e n t u r y i n t e r n a l , m i g r a t i o n n o t 

o n l y r e s u l t e d i n the t r a n s f e r e n c e of p o p u l a t i o n from t h e 

r u r a l p a r t s o f the county e.g. Weardale, t o the i n d u s t r i a l 

p s r t s , e s p e c i a l l y the c o a l f i e l d , but a l s o from one m i n i n g 

c e n t r e t o ai-.o oher w i t n i n t h e c o a l f i e l d . The Houghton 

Keg. D i s t r i c t e x h i b i t s b o t t i aspects o f i n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n 

( i ) r u r a i t o m i n i n g area 

( i i ) m i n i n g area t o m i n i n g area. 

( i ) The w i n n i n g of the f i r a t c o l l i e r y i n the Hagnesian 

l i m e s t o n e and t h e s i n k i n g o f s e v e r a l o t h e r s d u r i n g the 1.821-

31 - e r i o d caused a 72% i n c r e a s e i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f Houghton 

Reg. D i s t r i c t . The mushrooming of t h e township o f H e t t o n 

i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r the w i n n i n g o f the c o l l i e r y i s .described 

t h u s : 

'Before the commencement of the H e t t o n c o l l i e r y t h e r e 

was n o t a house w i t h i n a m i l e of t h e spox which now teems 

w i t h a numerous m i n i n g population'' ( F o r d y c e , Tol.2,1857» P 579) • 

The township's p o p u l a t i o n rose from 91° i n 1821 t o 5,887 

i n 1831. The i n c r e a s e i n p o p u l a t i o n a t t h i s time c o u l d 

o n l y have r e s u l t e d t h r o u g h a s i g n i f i c a n t movement out o f 

r u r a l areas w i t h i n t h e co u n t y . 



( i i ) The Houghton Keg. D i s t r i c t was a l s o a d v e r s e l y 

a f f e c t e d i n the n e x t decade (1831-41J by the second f e a t u r e 

o f i n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n - the uovement o f m i n e r s . D u r i n g 

t h i s decade t h e r e was a l o s s o f 1S?5> i n th e d i s t r i c t ' s 

p o p u l a t i o n . Except f o r t h e s m a l l a g r i c u l t u r a l ones, a l l 

townships w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t had a l o s s o f p o p u l a t i o n . 

Taole A. 2 snows the scaLe o i t h e ouT-noveiuent i n f i v e o f t h e 

t o w n s h i p s . 

Table A.2 
1841 

Houses 1831/41 
'Township Ho. o f houses % u n i n h a b i t e d % l o s s o f 

p o p u l a t i o n 

Houghton l e S p r i n g 769 9»5 12.3 

l-'enshaw 484 13.2 24.7 

W. R a i n t o n 256 13.3 I I . 0 

S. R a i n t d n 338 11.2 11.6 

l i e t t o n l e Hole 1,145 -t-9.9 29.4 

Co. Durham 57,557 5.4 

I n a i l t h e above areas the reason f o r the l o s s o f 

p o p u l a t i o n was t h e d r a w i n g o f f o f c o a l miners t o new c o l l i e r i e s 

a t o t h e r places (1&51 Census P a r i , papers l X X X V I , p . 2 l ) . 

T h i s was d u r i n g t h e 1825-50 c o l o n i s a t i o n p e r i o d which 

o c c u r r e d o u t s i d e t h e d i s t r i c t . 



The enumerator's hooks f o r 1851 and 16b1 a l s o r e v e a l 

t h e g r e a t m o b i l i t y o f t h e m i n i n g p o p u l a t i o n . Much i n t e r n a l 

m i g r a t i o n was e v i d e n t f r o n t h e b i r t h - p l a c e s of members o f 

th e same f a m i l y . I n Chester l e S t r e e t f o r i n s t a n c e , the 

b i r t h p l a c e h i s t o r y o f a p a r t i c u l a r f a m i l y i n 1851 i n c l u d e d 

s i x c o l l i e r i e s besides the one a t wnich t h e head o f the 

f a m i l y was tnen employed . 

Employment -Structure o f I 9 t h c e n t u r y Durham 

At the s t a r t o f t h e 19th c e n t u r y a g r i c u l t u r e was s t i l l 

t he most i m p o r t a n t o c c u p a t i o n i n t h e co u n t y w h i l e c o a l 

m i n i n g was a l r e a d y f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n c o a l f i e l d areas 

where t r a n s p o r t f a c i l i t a t e d e x p l o i t a t i o n e.g. near the r i v e r s 

Tyne and Wear. I n a d d i t i o n t o m i n i n g and a g r i c u l t u r e t h e r e 

were the -miscellaneous c r a f t s ana manufactures wnich had 

n o t y e t been b r o u g h t i n t o t h e n e t o f l a r g e - s c a l e i n d u s t r y . 

As the 19th c e n t u r y progressed t n e r e was a d e c r e a s i n g 

p r o p o r t i o n engaged i n a g r i c u l t u r e and an i n c r e a s i n g p r o p o r t i o n 

i n c o a l m i n i n g and t h e heavy i n d u s t r i e s e.g. s h i p b u i l d i n g on 

the Tyne and Wear. 

* The s i x c h i l d r e n were aged 6 and under 
B i r t h p l a c e 

Husband U r p e t h 

W i f e T a n f i e l d 

C h i l d r e n - B i r t l e y , Ouston, H a i l g a r t h , K e l l o e 
K e l l o e 



County Burba "'a development d u r i n g tr i e 19th c e n t u r y 

was i n many ways t y p i c a j . 01 m i n i n g c o u n t i e s . Durbar:: was t h e 

f i r s t o f the r a i n i n g c o u n t i e s t o be f u l l y e x p l o i t e d and some 

t h i r t y years I n t e r mich the same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ( i m m i g r a t i o n 

etc..) were t o be seen i n c o u n t i e s l i k e Glamorgan and Konmouth 

when they too enjoyed a p e r i o d o f n i n i n g c o l o n i s a t i o n . 

The county's econony was a l s o an i n t e g r a l p a r t 01 t h e 

n a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e and. prospered as the n a t i o n ' s economy 

boomed, b u t n a t i o n a l economic f a c t o r s have d i f f e r e n t i a l 

e f f e c t s on i t s c o n s t i t u t e d , p a r t s and Durham s u f f e r e d from an 

over-abund.ance o f c o a l . a p r o d u c t geared t o t h e n a t i o n a l 

market leaves l i t t l e room f o r l o c a l d i v s r s i f i o a t i o n o f 

employment, and as the c e n t u r y progressed Durham's o c c u p a t i o n 

s t r u c t u r e cuniorm.ed l e s s and l e s s w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l average, 

F i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s became a^pnrent as t h e county's 

o c c u p a t i o n s t r u c t u r e developed: 

( i ) t h e low percentage of occupied females 

( i i ) t he low p r o p o r t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l workers 

( i i i ) t h e low p r o p o r t i o n o f p r o f e s s i o n a l workers 

( i v j t h e h i g h p r o p o r t i o n engaged i n heavy i n d u s t r y 

(or) the h i g h p r o p o r t i o n employed i n c o a l i h i n i n g . 

D u r i n g the c e n t u r y , Durham's d e v e l o p i n g i n d u s t r i e s were 

a l l male dominated. .Not o n l y was t n e r e a nucn lower 

p r o p o r t i o n of women i n t h e county's p o p u l a t i o n t h a n i n the 



r e s t of England b u t t h e employment r a t e among t h e females 

o f t h e county was s u b s t a n t i a l l y below t h e n a t i o n a l average. 

By 1901 o n l y 22.8?fa o f females aged 10 years or more were 

employed compared t o the n a t i o n a l average o f 31,670, I n 

1911 female employment had reached i t s n a d i r (- 17.9$ (E. 

& V/. J 1.6';* ) . 

At the s t a r t of the 19th c e n t u r y Durham had a s m a l l e r 

p r o p o r t i o n o f workers engaged i n a g r i c u l t u r e t h a n t h e 

n a t i o n a l average. The n a t i o n a l t r e n d o f d e c r e a s i n g 

employment i n a g r i c u l t u r e t h r o u g h o u t t h e c e n t u r y was a l s o 

e v i d e n t i n Durham; t h e r a t e o f d e c l i n e i n Durham was, 

however, f a s t e r t h a n the n a t i o n a l average (see Table A . J ) . 

The p r o p o r t i o n of t h e p o p u l a t i o n engaged i n a g r i c u l t u r e i n 

the c o a l f i e l d area tended t o approacn c l o s e l y t h e c o u n t y 

average - t h e c o a l f i e l d l a y between the i n d u s t r i a l r e g i o n s 

o f Tyneside/Wearside and t h e more a g r i c u l t u r a l r e g i o n s t o 

the s outh ana west. 

Table A.3 
jo employed i n a g r i c u l t u r e a t s e l e c t e d censuses 

1811 1821 1SJ1 I f 61 1891 1901 

Durham 24.8 20.5 14.7 7.5 2.1 1.5 

Eng. & 
Wales 

36.0 3J.2 28.7 14.6 6.1 4.6 



Throughout t h e second h a l f o f the c e n t u r y Durham 

had a v e r y low p r o p o r t i o n o f p r o f e s s i o n a l w orkers. I n 

1891 i t had the l o w e s t percentage of such workers i n t h e 

whole o f England and Wales. The c o a l m i n i n g d i s t r i c t s 

i n the c o u n t y g e n e r a l l y had the l o w e s t p r o p o r t i o n o f such 

w o r k e r s . 

Table A.4 

jo employed as p r o f e s s i o n a l workers 

1861 1891 1901 

Durham 1.9 2.4 2.2 

Eng.& Wales 3.8 4.2 3.8 

Throughout t h e c e n t u r y b u t e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e second 

h a l f t h e r e was a, g r o w i n g p r o p o r t i o n engaged i n heavy i n d u s t r y . 

A f t e r 1850 most o f the heavy i n d u s t r i e s , n o t a b l y i r o n and 

s t e e l and t h e a l l i e d i n d u s t r y , s h i p b u i l d i n g , were c o n c e n t r a t e d 

a t t h e 'potst c o n u r b a t i o n s ' ( S m a i l e s , 1960, pp 174-183). 

S h i p b u i l d i n g was becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o r t a n t towards 

t h e end o f the c e n t u r y and by 1901 about 2-8,000 men were 

employed i n t h i s i n d u s t r y ( 3 2 % o f the t o t a l i n England and 

Wales) - an i n c r e a s e o f over 40?i> on the number employed i n 

1891. For the ciost p a r t heavy i n d u s t r y avoided c o a l mining-

d i s t r i c t s w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f Gonsett I r o n Works. Small 

i n d u s t r i a l works i n the c o a l m i n i n g d i s t r i ~ t s were g i v i n g way 

t o l a r g e s c a l e i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t s elsewhere. 



Hext t o a g r i c u l t u r e c o a l m i n i n g was t h e noat i m p o r t a n t 

i n d u s t r y a t the s t a r t of t h e 19th c e n t u r y . The f i r s t 

census count of c o a l miners was i n 184-i when 1^,1^6 males 

were thus occupied ( i 6 " j o f a l l occupied males). However, 

as e a r l y as 1608 a survey showed t h a t t h e r e were 7»595 c o a l 

miners i n t h e county which would suggest t h a t t h e y formed 

a t least. V'fp c f occupied wales a t t h a t t i m e ( B a i l e y , 1610, 

pp. 10-2?;. 

Throughout t h e c e n t u r y t h e r e was c o n t i n u o u s g r o w t h i n 

the number o f c o a l miners employed i n Durham. There were 

two f e a t u r e s i n t h e growth of t h e c o a l m i n i n g i n d u s t r y 

( i ) the nu.iher o f miners emploj^ed i n the county was d i r e c t l y 

r e l a t e d t o the t o t a l number employed i n England and 

\Is. 1 e s , and 

( i i ) c o a l m i n i n g accounted f o r an i n c r e a s i n g l y l a r g e r 

p r o p o r t i o n of a l l occupied males i n t h e c o u n t y . 

Table A.5 shows the p o t e n t i a l l y d e l e t e r i o u s e f f e c t t h a t 

t h e n a t i o n a l l y o r i e n t e d c o a l i n d u s t r y had on the county's 

economy. Whereas c o a l miners i n c r e a s i n g l y formed a h i g h e r 

p r o p o r t i o n o f occupied :.,ales i n the whole o f England and 

Wales the s i t u a t i o n became a l a r m i n g i n County Durham where 

by 1911 o n e - t h i r d o f a l l occupied .Males, were c o a l miners. 

The s i t u a t i o n i n t h e c o a l d i s t r i c t s was even more s e r i o u s and 

g e n e r a l l y 60;-> or more o f occupied males were tnus employed. 
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Table A.5 

Coal miners as ;* o f t o x a l Durham, c o a l miners 
males occupied as o f t o t a l i n E. <1; V/. 

Durham E 5: V/ 
°/° 1o 

1841 l6.1 2.2 15.2 

1851 21.1 3.2 15.4 

1861 20.8 3.8 14.9 

1671 17.1 5.7 15.6 

1881 24.3 4.9 17.3 

1891 25.0 5.8 15.7 

1901 26.0 v 6.3 15.4 

1911 33.4 7.6 16.5 

I n t h e S t a n l e y area t h e percentage was n o t f a r "below 

QOjb (see Table A. 27 i n t h e App e n d i x ) . 

Ths m i n i n g s e t t l e m e n t s 

Within the c o a l d i s t r i c t s the e s s e n t i a l f u n c t i o n o f 

h o u s i n g was t o serve t h e p i x s ana thus the two f e a t u r e s 

o f the 19th c e n t u r y h o u s i n g l a y o u t i n m i n i n g areas were: 

( l j the u b i q u i t o u s rows or t e r r a c e s s t r e t c h i n g a t times 

up t o h a l f a m i l e i n l e n g t h . The t e r r a c e h o u s i n g form 

i n t r o d u c e d i n t o Durhar d u r i n g the c e n t u r y was i d e a i y 

e c o n o n i c a l both i n space and b u i l d i n g c o s t , (see Smailes, 

1960, pp. 196-97) 



( 2 ) the compactness and p r o x i m i t y t o t h e p i t s of t h e pitmen's 

rows. The b u i l d i n g o f tnese rows as near as p r a c t i c a b l e 

t o the p'.ines was t o ensure the '"liner's r e g u l a r and 

p u n c t u a l presence a t work as w e l l as an i n s u r a n c e 

a g a i n s t h i s seeking employment elsewhere. (See B u r n e t t , 

1962). 

The theme then, was i s o l a t i o n and complete dependence 

on the :.rine. I n h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of .-liners, t h e R e c t o r o f 

the p q r i s h o f Washington wrote i n 1821: 

'They form a v e r y d i s t i n c t r a c e , inasmuch as t h e y marry 

almost e x c l u s i v e l y anong themselves, and b r i n g up t h e i r sons 

t o t h e i r own course o f l i f e . They a l s o l i v e v e r y ihuch 

t o g e t h e r , k e e p i n g l i t t l e s o c i e t y w i t h o t h e r c l a s s e s o f -people 1 

( P a r i s h R e g i s t e r A b s t r a c t , 1821, p . M ) . 

As e a r l y as 1850 Durham and i n p a r t i c u l a r the c o a l 

d i s t r i c t s had begun t o show s i g n s o f o v e r - c r o w d i n g . I n t h e 

l a r g e towns the 'scotch' s t y l e o f b u i l d i n g p r e v a i l e d ( i . e . 

houses d i v i d e d h o r i z o n t a l l y i n t o f l a t s ) w h i l e the s m a l l 

t e r r a c e d houses spread t h r o u g h t h e c o a l m i n i n g d i s t r i c t s . 

The f i r s t census aount o f rooms i n 1891 snows t h a t Durham and 

Northumberland were the two .most overcrowded c o u n t i e s i n 

England and Wales. (See Table A.6). 

The overcroM'i&g i n Durham was caused by t h e s m a l l s i z e s 

o f tenements and the l a r g e s i z e s of the Durham f a m i l i e s (see 



Table A.6 
jo o f p o p u l a t i o n i n over crowded c o n d i t i o n s . 
( i . e . .'iore t h a n 2 persons per r o o a j 

T-Iost overcrowded i n ]j)ngland & Wales 

Counties Large towns 1° 

Ko r thumb e r1and 3£.7 Gateshead 40.8 

Durham 34-0 1*7 ewe as t i e 35.1 

W.H.Yorkshire 16.5 Sunderland T-2.9 

England and V7aJ.es 11.255" 

Tables A.2;> and A. 24 i n the A p p e n d i x ) . For i n s t a n c e , 59% 

of tenements i n Durham c o n s i s t e d o f 3 rooms or l e s s as a g a i n s t 

2&\% i n England and Wales. When the Urban S a n i t a r y d i s t r i c t s 

w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n of over 15,000 were t a k e n out o f account 

the o v e r c r o w d i n g f i g u r e s f o r the r e s t or the county were even 

h i g h e r - a c l e a r r e f l e c t i o n o f c o n d i t i o n s i n the /nining 

v i l l a g e s . (See page 43 f o r c o n d i t i o n s i n Houghton l e Spring-

i n 1853). 
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Chapter 2 

The Pre-1959 E v o l u t i o n . o f Houghton 
l e S p r i n g and Chester l e S t r e e t 

Pre-19th c e n t u r y 

I n 1801 the p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e two towns was s - i a l l : 
* 

996 i n Houghton l e S p r i n g and I6b2 i n Chester l e S t r e e t . 

The d i f f e r e n c e i n s i z e was t o a l a r g e e x t e n t a r e f l e c t i o n 

o f d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e i r development of urban f u n c t i o n s . 

Whereas Chester l e S t r e e t had grown i n t o a town pos s e s s i n g 

urban a t t r i b u t e s , Houghton l e S p r i n g was s t i l l a v i l l a g e 

i n c h a r a c t e r w i t h few urban f u n c t i o n s . The h i s t o r i e s 

of the s e t t l e m e n t s b e f o r e t n i s date were, as t h e i r f u n c t i o n s 

a t t h a t time suggest, v e r y d i f f e r e n t . 

The s i t e o f Chester l e S t r e e t was occupied by a Soman 

camp - t h e s t a t i o n ( c a v a l r y ) was e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e e a r i y 

p e r i o d o f the Roman r u l e and was one o f t h e l a s t t o be 

de s e r t e d i n t h e Empire's f a l l ( A r c h . A e l i a n a , 1855, 7 o l . l . 

pp. 289-95). Prom 6C2 t o 995 i t was t h e seat o f t h e 

e p i s c o p a l see of Durham wnose diocese extended from t h e 

Tees t o the F o r t h . D u r i n g t h e mddieval p e r i o d i t had 

c e r t a i n e c c l e s i a s t i c a l importance e.g. a C o l l e g i a t e c n u r c h, 

b u t i t i s d o u b t f u l what o t h e r urban f u n c t i o n s i t f u l t i l l e d , 

* These f i g u r e s r e f e r t o the to w n s h i p s . See Fig.A. 4. 

f o r map showing t h e e x t e n t of t h e main s e t t l e m e n t s 

c. IB56. 



i f any. Lei a n d who t r a v e l l e d d u r i n g the r e i g n o f Henry 

f i l l w r o t e : 

'The toune of Chester i s c h i e f l y one s t r e a t e o f v e r y 

seane b u i l d i n g i n h e i g h t . There i s beside a s r i a u l s t r e a t e 

or two about t h e Church C o l l e g i a t e , t h a t h a t h a dean and 

p r e b e n d e r i e s , but i t i s a. v e r y meane b u i l d i n g 1 ( q u o t e d 

i n Mackenzie & Ross, 1834i V o l . 1 , p.112;. 

I n the 17th and 16th c e n t u r i e s a slow growth developed, 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the d e v e l o p i n g economy o f Worth-East England. 

W i t h t h e development o f m i n i n g i n t h e immediate area i n t h e 

l a t e 17th c e n t u r y Chester l e S t r e e t a c q u i r e d c e r t a i n 

i n d u s t r i e s ; f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e f i r s t b l a s t f u r n a c e t o use 

coked c o a l i n the n o r t h of England was e r e c t e d by K r . I . 

Gookson on Chester b u r n a t W h i t e h i i l aoout 1704 (v.U.E. 

V o l . 2 , p. 2.90;. W i t h the improvement i n m i n i n g equipment 

e.g. steam engines f o r the pumping out o f water f r o m p i t s , 

t h e areas near Cheater l e S t r e e t were becoming more 

i m p o r t a n t and the town was c a l l e d upon t o serve as a c e n t r a l 

p l a c e f o r t h e d e v e l o p i n g area i . e . i t was the s e t t l e m e n t 

where s e r v i c e s f o r t h e s u r r o u n d i n g area c o u l d be e s t a b l i s h e d . 

Thus i n 1724> a Mr. John F e t t e r o f Chester l e S t r e e t a d v e r t i s e d 

h i m s e l f as an agent f o r the e r e c t i o n 01 these engines (V.C.H. 

V o l . 2 . P-327J. 



I n l7fc>9 the town's c o l l i e r , / , South P e l aw, was sunk 

a t a d i s t a n c e o f h a l f a u i l e froir. t h e town c e n t r e . I t 

aee-s l i k e l y , however, t h a t the c o l l i e r y was r e t h e r s r a i l 

and t e m p o r a r i l y ceased o p e r a t i n g by t h e end o f the 1 8 t h 

c e n t u r y - i t does n o t appear i n B a i l e y ' s l i s t o f 1810 nor 'Pl^ 

i n t h e l i s t s o f o t h e r w r i t e r s about t u i s t i m e . 

Towards the c l o s e of the 1 3 t t i c e n t u r y Chester l e 

S t r e e t i s d e s c r i b e d as b e i n g 

'com"odiously s i t u a t e d f o r s u p p l y i n g t h e numerous 

miners employed i n the n e i g h b o u r i n g c o l l i e r i e s and o t h e r 

works'. ( H u t c h i n s o n , 1787, V o l . 2 , p. 5 9 8 j . 

Houghton l e S p r i n g d e r i v e d i u s nane f r o m the aaxon 

word 'Hontun' and neans ' H i I I t o w n i n t h e S p r i n g 1 which i s 

b r o a d l y d e s c r i p t i v e o f the o r i g i n a l n u c l e u s o i t h e town i n 

a westward opening v a x l e y ; one o f many v i l l a g e s t h a t 

'were s t r u n g out a l o n g t h e escarpment t a k i n g advantage 

o f w e l l - d r a i n e d s i t e s , the p r o x i m i t y t o d i f f e r e n t types o f 

t e r r a i n and the a v a i l a b i l i t y o i good water s u p p l i e s ' . (s.mailes, 

19b0, p. 102 and Pig.22c.; 

K e d i e v a i r e c o r d s show t h a t tr i e o r i g i n a l s e t t l e m e n t 

p r o b a b l y dates f r o m the t i n e o f the b u i l d i n g o f Durham 

C a t n e d r a l . I n 11J1 t h e r e i s t h e f i r s t .-ention o f a R e c t o r 

of Houghton l e S p r i n g ( H u s h f o r d , 1950, p.13)* Houghton was 

a t t n i s t i m e one of t h e ?:iore e x t e n s i v e manors, o f the w r i n o e 

Bishop o f Durham and was c o n s i d e r e d t o be among the r i c h e s t 



29 

p a r i s h e s i n England and one g i v e n t o the King's f a v o u r i t e 

c o u r t i e r s . H u t c h i n s o n says t h a t 'ib i s noted i n t h e King's 

hook* thfe h i g h e s t o f any i n England' ( H u t c h i n s o n , 1787> v o l . 2 , 

P.540). 

Houghton l e S p r i n g t h r o u g h o u t t h e •••'edieval p e r i o d and u n t i l 

the end o f t h e 1'Hth c e n t u r y was an a g r i c u l t u r a l township and 

c e n t r e of a v e r y l a r g e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l p a r i s h . I t remained 

l a r g e l y independent of t h e s u r r o u n d i n g area, s u p p l y i n g l i t t l e 

or no s e r v i c e s . A map showing roads i n 1768 ( J e f f r e y ' s ) 

c o n f i r m s the l a c k o f c o n t a c t w i t h t h e immediate area. E x c l u d i n g 

the Durham/Sunderland tuampike r o a d , o n l y one roa d l e d i n t o 

the town and t h i s was the road t h r o u g h .Mew-bo"̂  t i e t o Newcastle -

the road p a t t e r n o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g area showed o r i e n t a t i o n s t o 

Sunderland and Durham, t h e two market towns. 

The s m a l l p o p u l a t i o n i n 1S01 and t h e confinement o f 

the town i n t h e v a l l e y suggest a s h e l t e r e d secluded e x i s t e n c e . 

I t s appearance a t t h a t t i m e was a t t r a c t i v e and t h e r e was a 

number o f s u b s t a n t i a l houses i n i t e.g. Houghton H a l l b u i l t 

c. 1600. H u t c h i n s o n d e s c r i b e s Houghton l e S p r i n g i n t h e 

l a t e 18th c e n t u r y as f o l l o w s : 

'The town c o n t a i n s many l a r g e and handsoree b u i l d i n g s , 

i n h a b i t e d by persons o f c o n s i d e r a b l e w e a l t h ' ( H u t c h i n s o n , 1787, 

Vol , 2 , p. 558). 



The m a j o r i t y of t h e w e a l t h y i n h a b i t a n t s o f the town a t 

t h i s time l i v e d i n Q u a l i t y S t r e e t . I t appears t h a t 

t h e s t r e e t was so named because o f t h e c l a s s o f people 

who l i v e d t h e r e ( R u s h f o r d , 1550 p.51). Even i n 1651, 

t h e Census 1 2 t u r n s r e v e a l e d the c o n c e n t r a t i o n t h e r e o f 

ger.tle Taen, p r o f e s s i o n a l people and a n n u i t a n t s . 

A f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e ' d i g n i t y ' o f t h e town 

p r i o r t o t h e 19th c e n t u r y war. t h e presence o f t h e Royal 

K e p i e r Graumar Scho:;l. I t was s t a r t e d i n I56O "by 

Houghton's c e l e b r a t e d r e c t o r , Bernard G i l p i n , and t h e Royal 

C h a r t e r and endowment were g i v e n i n 1574* The s c h o o l 

was f o r a Ion,; t i n e f i e p r e m i e r s c h o o l o f t h e county i n 

s t a t u s ("r.C.11. , " o l . l . , p.393). I n 1627 tLe s c h o o l was 

s t i l l i n a f l o u r i s h i n g c o n d i t i o n , t h e r e being; s i x t y paying-

s c h o l a r s ; a f t e r 1360 the s c h o o l dec Lined c o n s i d e r a b l y i n 

s t a t u s and f i n a l l y c l o s e d i n 1922. Of the 36 boarders 

a t t h e s c h o o l i n 1 6 b l , s i x t e e n were from Durham County, 

t e n f r o m Northumberland* t h r e e f r o m L a n c a s h i r e , two each 

f r o m Y o r k s h i r e , Cheshire and Somerset and one from Cumberland. 

There i s no evidence o f any i n d u s t r i e s i n the town 

p r i o r t o t h e l > t h c e n t u r y . The town and ::ost o f the 

R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t were a g r i c u l t u r a l though towards the 

end o f the l.'jtn c e n t u r y c o a l n i n e s were b e i n l ; opened t o the 

* Proa Census r e t u r n s l ? 6 l - based on b i r t h p l a c e s o f 

boarders a t t h e s c h o o l . 



n o r t h (Hewbo+tle) and west (.Sainton) o f the town. 

These, however, had t o avfp.it t h e t e c h n o l o g i c a l advances i n 

equipment and t r a n s p o r t o f the 19"ch c e n t u r y - f o r f u l l 

e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

1601-1831 

'The f i r s t q u a r t e r of the 19th c e n t u r y saw a s w i t c h 

i n the d e v e l o p i n g t r e n d s of the two towns. Chester l e 

S t r e e t merely c o n t i n u e d i t s l o t h c e n t u r y r o l e as a s m a l l 

i n d u s t r i a l and s e r v i c e c e n t r e w h i l e ; Toughton l e S p r i n g 

which had h i t h e r t o undergone so l i x t l e change was q u i t e 

d r a m a t i c a l l y brought i n t o t h e m i n i n g sphere. Pro;.i the 

s i n k i n g of the Houghton c o l l i e r y i n 1323 "the town developed 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e c e n t u r y w i t h c o a l m i n i n g as i o s economic 

base. 

Chester l e S t r e e t ' s d i s t i n c t i v e r o l e a t the end o f t h i s 

p e r i o d a.nd f o r most o f the 19'th c e n t u r y was as an i n d u s t r i a l 

and s e r v i c e c e n t r e . The Cookson I r o n Foundry, from which 

a t one time the Government got n o s t o f t h e i r ordnance, 

c o n t i n u e d o p e r a t i n g f o r o n l y a s h o r t p e r i o d a f t e r the 

Napoleonic Wars (V.G.II. V o l . 2 , p.290) and ceased o p e r a t i o n s 

anout 1820. The Murray Engine Works s t a r t e d about t h i s 

t i m e and were r e n o r t e c l t o be t h e :nost n o t e d e n g i n e e r i n g f i r m 

i n the county i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e oen t u r y (7.C.H. 

v o l . 2, p . - 2 - j l ) . The r o l e o:r. the town as a s u p p l y c e n t r e was 
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a l s o f i r n l y e s t a b l i s h e d - f o r i n s t a n c e , 13 o f the 54 

w a t e r - s a l e c o l l i r - r i e s i n County Durham i n 1505 were 

w i t h i n Chester l e S t r e e t ' s R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t ( B a i l e y , 

1010, pp.10-27). 

Occupation t a b l e s f o r the f i r s t t h r e e Censuses are 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y n o t q u i t e r e l i a b l e . 'The f i r s t Census (1301) 

was n o t a t 8.11 r e l i a b l e i n i t s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f o c c u p a t i o n s 

and no i n f e r e n c e can s a f e l y be drawn from i t s t a b l e s . 

I n 1811 and 132.1 f a m i l i e s were c l a s s i f i e d i n t o t h r e e 

o c c u p a t i o n groups - those c h i e f l y employed i n ( a ) a g r i c u l t u r e 

( b ) t r a d e , manufacture o r h a n d i c r a f t , and ( c ) a l l o t h e r s , 

i n c l u d i n g the unemployed. I n Durban t h e second and t h i r d 

c l a s s e s are v e r y u n r e l i a b l e s i n c e .miners appear t o have 

been a s s i g n e d , perhaps i n equal p r o p o r t i o n s , t o those two 

cl a s s e s and c o n s i d e r a b l e allowance has t o be made f o r t h i s 

want of' d i s c r i m i n a t i o n even w i t n i n a R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t . 

Table A.7. snows the percentage of f a n i l i e s employed 

i n each o c c v p s t i o u group a t t h r e e censuses,of which t h e 

I f - v l Census i s the .*"_ofit a c c u r a t e . The t a o l e i l l u s t r a t e s 

the d i r p i c u l t y and danger i n a t t e m p t i n g t o make v a l i d 

d e d u c t i o n s from any o f t h e columns or rows i . e . comparison 

cannot be made between t h e towns a t any one time (column 

a n a l y s i s ) nor f o r the same town over the p e r i o d covered 

(row a n a l y s i s ) . Even a g r i c u l t u r e which i s by f a r t h e ;r:ost 



Table A.7 

Occupations o f f a m i l i e s 

' Townships 1 

1811 1821 1631 

Houghton Chester Houghton Chester Houghton Chester 
$ io jo i° % ,S 

j r i c u l t u r e 16.4 9.6 6.7 i t . 7 23.2 16.0 

Trade, 25.4 52.8 19.0 56.8 32.2 50.5 
-anufac. 
h a n d i c r a f t s 

A l l o t h e r s 58.2 37.4 74-3 24.5 44.6 33-5 

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

r e l i a b l e o f t h e t h r e e groups shows an u n r e a l i s t i c o s c i l l a t i o n 

i n b o t h towns but e s p e c i a l l y i n Houghton l e S p r i n g . 

The 1831 Census does, ho'.rever, mark an i m p o r t a n t 

stage i n t h e development o f t h e towns. I t comes a t the 

end o f the f i r s t stage i n the 19th c e n t u r y expansion o f t h e 

Durham c o a l f i e l d v i z , the e x t e n s i o n o f m i n i n g t o t h e 

•'.agnesian l i m e s t o n e area o f the Bought .n R e g i s t r a t i o n 

D i s t r i c t . F o r t u n a t e l y , t ! i i s Census g i v e s more d e t a i l e d 

i n f o r m a t i o n on the o c c u p a t i o n s o f ina.les aged 20 years o r more, 

Table A.8 snows the f u n c t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s between the 

towns a t t h i s t i m e . I t i s c l e a r t h a t Chester l e S t r e e t 

was s t i l l an i n d u s t r i a l and s e r v i c e c e n t r e w h i l e Houghton 

l e S p r i n g was v i r t u a l l y a c o l l i e r y s e t t l e m e n t . The 

former's g r o w t h d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s t h i r t y years was s t a b l e 



w h i l e the l a t t e r 1 s would he more a p p r o p r i a t e l y d e s c r i b e d 

as r e v o l u t i o n a r y . Thus by 1851, Houghton l e S p r i n g 

had i n c r e a s e d i t s p o p u l a t i o n t o over 4 times i t s s i z e a t 

t h e s t a r t oi' the c e n t u r y w h i l e Chester l e S t r e e t ' s 

p o p u l a t i o n grew by o n l y o n e - s i x t h d u r i n g t h e sa*ae p e r i o d . 

Table A.8 

Occupation s t r u c t u r e i n I 8 5 I (males aged 
20 years or more) 

Chester Houghton Chester Houghton Durham Co. 
Tp. Tp. R.D. E.D. C i t y Durham 

A g r i c u l t u r e 50.4 21.8 19.9 11.5 11.2 19.8 

R e t - t r a d e , 56.5 36.5 25.6 21.4 55.6 56.7 
manufac. 
h a n d i c r a f t 

P r o f , men 6.4 5.2 2.6 2.5 10.5 4.9 

TJon-ag, 4.0 51.7 48.9 61.7 16-8 32.5 
Labourers 
( i n c . m i n e r s ) 

Others 2.9 4.8 5.0 5.1 7-9 6.5 

T Or Aii 451 900 4,095 4,651 2,575 57,449 

Table A.8 i n d i c a t e s t h a t the g r e a t e s t d i f f e r e n c e between 

the towns was i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n engaged as n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l 

l a b o u r e r s - these are v i r t u a l l y a l l c o a l miners. (Census 

f i g u r e s i n d i c a t e t h a t f o r t h e county as a whole t w o - t n i r d s 



of the n o n - a ^ r i c u I t u r a i l a b o u r e r s were c o a i miners w h i l e 

i n c o a i •'aininu-- d i s t r i c t s the p r o p o r t i o n ro:?e t o p r a c t i c a l l y 

iCO/i e.g. a l l those r e c o r d e d i n t h i s c l a s s i n H e t t o n l e 

HoleJ. Whereas n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o u r e r s formed a mere 

($> o f males aged 20 years or more i n Chester l e y t r e e t , 

the p r o p o r t i o n was $2)1 i n Houghton l e S p r i n g . 

Tlinin,-- o p e r a t i o n s i n Heughton l e Spring had expanded 

considerably i n the few y e a r s a f t e r the opening- of th» 

town's c o l l i e r y and trie town developed* i n a, manner t h a t 

was f a i r l y t y p i c a l of mining settlements i n the area. 

About 1S25, soon a f t e r the s i n k i n g of t h e c o l l i e r y , the 

Houghton Sew Town was gra f t e d on to the l o t h century 

v i l l a g e i n o r d e r to accomodate the i n f l u x 01 c o l l i e r y workers. 

Almost immediately a f t e r i t s completion, the New Town was 

described as exhibiting a 'most i r r e g u l a r , crowded and awkward 

appearance 1 (Hackenzie&Ross, V o l . ! . , 1334, Po54,'. 

I t i s important to point out that the employment 

f i g u r e s f o r males aged 20 years or more underestimate the 

proportion of c o a i miners auong a l l employed males; t h i s i s 

e s p e c i a l l y so i n newly developed a r e a s l i k e !loughton l e 

Spring. At t h i s time i t was common f o r boys to s t a r t work 

i n t n e p i t s at the age o i s e v e n or e i g h t . (The f i r s t 

accurate count o.t c o a i miners i n 1841 showed that c o a l 



miners formed 2£fjh of occupied males under 20 years b u t 

o n l y l&y/.j o f a l l o t h e r s ) . 

Chester l e S t r e e t a t t h i s time was as dependent on 

i t s e n g i n e e r i n g i n d u s t r y as Houghton l e S p r i n g was on i t s 

c o l l i e r y . w i t h 56/& o f i t s o l d e r males engaged i n r e t a i l 

t r a d e , manufacture and h a n d i c r a f t s , t h e town was s t i l l 

i n i t s 1 6 t h c e n t u r y mould. I t s c h i e f i n d u s t r y , the Murray 

Engine Works, prospered d u r i n g t h i s h a l f o f the c e n t u r y 

and was renowned f o r i x s c o l l i e r y engines. The unchanged 

n a t u r e o f t h e town i s emphasized by t h e h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f 

males employed i n a g r i c u l t u r e {JOfo), I n 1834 t h e town 

was d e s c r i b e d as f o l l o w s : 

"The whole p l a c e has a c l e a n , l i v e l y and c o m f o r t a b l e 

appearance and though i t has no weekly market y e t a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

t r a f f i c i n the n e c e s s a r i e s o f l i f e i s m a i n t a i n e d w i t h the 

i n d u s t r i o u s p o p u l a t i o n of the neighbourhood' (Mackenzie 

& Ross, V o l . . l . , I834, p. 113). 

Houghton l e S p r i n g , on t h e o t h e r hand, had changed 

i t s economic bsse and showed a re m a r k a b l y c l o s e a p p r o x i m a t i o n 

t o the employment s t r u c t u r e o f c o u n t y Durhan which a t 

t h i s time was a l s o i n the e a r i y stage o f i t s c o a l m i n i n g 

development. 

A comparison o f t h e two R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s i n 

Table A.b snows t h a t tne o n l y s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s are i n 
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t h e percentages employed i n a g r i c u l t u r e and c o a l 

m i n i n g . The h i g h p r o p o r t i o n or n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l 

l a b o u r e r s i n Houghton Reg. D i s t r i c t {62';h) i s i n d i c a t i v e 

o f the s c a l e of the p o p u l a t i o n , movement i n t o t n e d i s t r i c t 

d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s decade and o f the r a p i d development 

o f i t s c o l l i e r i e s . The advanced equipment used i n the 

area as w e l l as the g e o l o g i c a l s u p e r i o r i t y o f the c o a l 

sea'-'"is enabled l a r g e r mines t o be sunk and. e x p l o i t e d than 

was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the Chester Reg. D i s t r i c t a t t h i s 

t i m e . I n Houghton Reg. D i s t r i c t the p o p u l a t i o n incres,sed 

t o almost f o u r times i t s s i z e i n 1801 w h i l e i n Chester .Reg. 

D i s t r i c t the p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e d by o n l y o n e - q u a r t e r . 

1851-1851 

T h i s was the c o l o n i s a t i o n p e r i o d i n the h i s t o r y o f 

t h e c o a l f i e l d and t h e number o f c o a l miners i n t h e c o u n t y 

rose t o over 15*000 i n 1841 ( a t l e a s t double the t o t a l a t 

the s t a r t of t h e c e n t u r y ; and t o over 28,000 i n 1651 (21$ 

o f a l l occupied males;. T h i s was a l s o a p e r i o d o f heavy 

im i g r a t i o n i n t o the county b u t b o t h towns were v i r t u a l l y 

l e f t o u t o f t h i s f i r s t wave o f i m m i g r a t i o n as m i n i n g areas 

were b e i n g c o l o n i s e d elsewhere. I n 1841, f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e 

percentage o f the enumerated p o p u l a t i o n o f b o t h townships 

t h a t was born o u t s i d e the c o u n t y was 20^ compared t o 25$ 



O 7> 

f o r t h e whole county. (iTote t h a t w i t n i n t h e c o a l f i e l d 

t h e percentage would have been h i g h e r t h a n t h e county 

a v e r a g e ) . 

Tahle A.9 

1651 Occupations of males ( a l l ages) 

'Geo g r aph i c ' t own s (see t e x t ) 

Cheater l e S t r e e t Houghton l e S p r i n g 

P r o f e s s i o n a l s e r v i c e 5.3 5.0 

Domestic S e r v i c e 8.8 3.7 
A g r i c u l t u r e 8.0 4.7 
T.iners 9.7 22.6 

C r a f t s & I n d u s t r y 41.7 22.0 

D i s t r i b u t i v e t r a d e s 21.0 2?.4 

General l a b o u r e r s 3.7 16.9 

Others 1.8 1.5 

T o t a 1 o •:' c up i e d 648 959 
Table A. 9 has been compiled f r o m d a t a e x t r a c t e d f r o i / i t h e 

Census r e t u r n s f o r t h e towns and t h e i n f o r m a t i o n has been 

r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e geographic towns i . e . t h e main s e t t l e m e n t 

or b u i l t - u p area and, t h e r e f o r e , excludes the m i n i n g v i l l a g e s 

o f C o l l i e r y Row and P e l t o n F e l l i n the townships o f Houghton 

l e S p r i n g and Chester l e S t r e e t r e s p e c t i v e l y . I t was easy 



t o d e f i n e each town's boundaries f i r s t l y f r o m the d e s c r i p t i o n 

o f each enumerator's area and secondly f r o m the d e l i m i t a t i o n 

o f the town by t h e enumerators themselves. The 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i n t o o c c u p a t i o n groups was an ad hoc one 

and f o l l o w s t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n suggested by West i n 

' V i l l a g e Records' ( w e s t , 1962, pp 170-173). 

I n Table A . 9 ' c r a f t s and i n d u s t r y ' i s a f a i r l y wiae 

group and i n c l u d e s those i n m a n u f a c t u r i n g o r i n h a n d i c r a f t 

( e x c l u d i n g those concerned i n t h e d i s t r i b u t i v e t r a d e s -

shoemakers e t c . ) ; e n g i n e e r s , i r o n f o u n d e r s , stone masons, 

s m i t h s , c a r t w r i g h t s e t c . would be i n c l u d e d i n t h i s group. 

Table A.9 i s n o t d i r e c t l y comparable w i t h Table A.8 

f o r 18J1 f o r s e v e r a l reasons . 

The towns show b r o a d l y the sane s t r u c t u r e s as t h e j r 

d i d i n 18J1 except f o r two i m p o r t a n t developments. F i r s t l y , 

Houghton l e S p r i n g had d i v e r s i f i e d i t s employment s t r u c t u r e 

by the i n t r o d u c t i o n ol' two i r o n works and secondly, 

Chester l e S t r e e t showed a s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e i n the 

percentage employed as c o a l m i n e r s . 

D u r i n g t ' i i s p e r i o d two i r o n f o u n d r i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d 

i n Houghton l e S p r i n g : George Hopper's which employed 120 men 

* see page 45 f o r a comparison between Chester l e S t r e e t 

i n 18J1 and 1851. 



i n 1851, and Joseph Cook's which employed 76 men i n 1851. 

Both works were of modest s c a l e and were founded by l o c a l 

businessmen (George Hopper wrs r e c o r d e d i n P i g o t ' s D i r e c t o r y 

of 1829 as an ironmonger). Many o f the 196 i n d u s t r i a l 

workers o f the two f o u n d r i e s are p r o b a b l y d i s g u i s e d under 

'general l a b o u r e r s ' i n Taole A o because o f the i m p r e c i s e 

r e c o r d i n g of ' l a b o u r e r s ' f o r ' i r o n l a b o u r e r s 1 . T h i s may, 

however, be i n d i c a t i v e o f t h e u n s k i l l e d n a t u r e o f t h e j o b s 

a,t these works compared t o those a t the engine works i n 

Chester l a S t r e e t . I f thsse ' i r o n l a b o u r e r s ' were i n c l u d e d 

under ' c r a f t s and i n d u s t r y ' the percentage employed i n t h i s 

group would p r o b a b l y r i s e to about JO to 35>. 

Chester l e S t r e e t a t t h i s t i m e was s t i l l a more 

i m p o r t a n t i n d u s t r i a l c e n t r e t h a n Houghton l e S p r i n g b o t h 

i n t h e range and q u a l i t y o f i t s i n d u s t r i e s . The most 

i m p o r t a n t i n d u s t r i a l concern i n Chester l e S t r e e t was s t i l l 

t h e Hurray Engine Works, which employed 180 men i n 1851 

i % Thomas Hurray, the p r o p i e t o r , was a l s o a farmer o f 250 

a c r e s ; . I n 1857) Fordyce l i s t e d some o f Chester l e S t r e e t s 

i m p o r t a n t i n d u s t r i e s : a l a r g e i r o n f o u n d r y , a 3tea - 1, f l o u r 

m i l l , a brewery, a skinnery* and a t i l e and b r i c k m a n u f a c t o r y , 

* c o n t a i n e d i n the Census r e t u r n s , 1851. 

** c o n t a i n e d i n t h e Census r e t u r n s , 1851. 



i n a d d i t i o n t o 'the workshop", of so:;:e c o n s i d e r a b l e c a r t -

w r i h t s , c a b i n e t oiakers and o t h e r mechanics' (Fordyce, 1857s 

Vol.2,, p. 607). I n h i s account o f Houghton l e S p r i n g 

Fordyce mentioned l i t t l e e l s e b ut one i r o n f o u n d r y (Cook's 

had c l o s e d soon a f t e r I f ' j f - ) w h i l e K e l l y added ' s e v e r a l 

b r e w e r i e s and two b r i c k y a r d s ' ( K e l l y , l&5Jt» p.445). 

Table A.10 

D i s t r i b u t i v e 'Trades, 1851 
Geographic towns 

Chester l e S t r e e t Houghton l e S p r i n g 

D ealers i n f o o d 25 50 

Hawkers, shopkeepers 7 20 

Shoemakers, t a i l o r s , 
d r a p e r s , e t c . 68 50 

TOTAL occupied 156 224 

The d i s t r i b u t i v e t r a d e s are an e x c e l l e n t example o f 

the d i s g u i s e d d i f f e r e n c e s between t h e towns (see Table A.10). 

Houghton l e S p r i n g i n the ; i i d s t o f a densely p o p u l a t e d 

m i n i n g r e g i o n ana i t s e l f densely p o p u l a t e d d i f f e r s s t r o n g l y 

f r o m the f r e e s t a n d i n g and remote town of Chester l e S t r e e t 

i n t h e type or s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d . R e l a t i v e t o Chester l e 

S t r e e t t h e r e are i n Houghton l e S p r i n g (l) a h i - h e r percentage 

of f o o d ..dealers, ( i i ) a v e r y h i g h p r o p o r t i o n of hawkers and 

shopkeepers ( u s u a l l y g e n e r a l s t o r e keepers} - p o s s i b l y because 
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o f t h e n a t u r e of the demand o f the mining p o p u l a t i o n , and 

( i i i ) a lower percentage o f s p e c i a l i s e d or ' q u a l i t y ' d e a l e r s , 

e s p e c i a l l y c l o t h i e r s . TIio t l i i r d c l a s s of d i s t r \ b • t i v e 

t r a d e r s i s t h e one vmich most d i s t i n g u i s h e s t h e two towns 

i n t h e i r r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e surrounding area. 

I t woulfl see7" t h a t a t t i i i s time, Houghton l e S p r i n g 

had d i f f i c u l t y i n a t t r a c t i n g t o t h e town t h e people o f t h e 

s u r r o u n d i n g area. Jordyce i n 1J>57 noted hhat the weekly 

s t a l " market which was s t a r t e d i n 3X25 had f a l l e n i n t o 

d i s u s e ( j o r d y c e , 1057, Vol.1, p.549) hut o n l y two years 

a f t e r i t s e s t a b l i s h m e n t White hfd remfrked t h a t the market 

d i d n o t f l o u r i s h as wel I. as was a n t i c i p a t e d (white, 1827, 

V o l . 1 , p.26.2) and i n 1834 'the s t a t e o f t h e u r k e t was d e s c r i b e d 

as f o l l o w s : 

•although t h e parish he r i c h and populous, y«t i t does 

no t f L o u r i s h being too contirguous t o t h e o l d markets of 

Durham and Sunderland 1 (Kackenzie & Ross, 1634, Vol.1, p.354). 

At t h i s time Chester l e S t r e e t d i d n o t have a weekly 

market. There i s no d e f i n i t e evidence t h f , t t h e town ever had 

a i'.,vrket though i t i s p o s s i b l e t i " a t t h e town formerly had a 

:arket o f some s o r t . On 30th September 1850 t h e r e i s a 

r e c o r d o f t h e d i s c o v e r y i n the town o f the 'ol'' market c r o s s 

of Chester l e S t r e e t ' ( L a t i m e r , 1857» p. 265). Though the 

presence o f a market-cross does n o t prove the yaesenee or a 



i-sarket, t h e r e has t r a d i t i o n a l l y bean an a s s o c i a t i o n 

between the sross and i i a r k e t . White i n 1827 a l s o mentioned 

t h a t t h e town's weekly market was then o b s o l e t e ( w h i t e , 1827, 

p. 235). 

Althou.-.Ji Chester l e S t r e e t had no market i t i s obvious 

f r o : ; t h e h i s t o r i e s and d i r e c t o r i e s p u b l i s h e d a t t h a t t i m e 

t h a t t h e town was a s t r o n g c e n t r e f o r t h e s u p p l y of 

commercial s e r v i c e s . T h i s i s p r o b a b l y because o i t h e 

h i g h e r c l a s s o i people who li'.'ed i n Chester l e S t r e e t , and 

w i t h i n i t s ' t r a d e area', and who c o u l d s u p p o r t the w i d e r 

range of shops a v a i l a b l e i n t h e town. Towards the end o i 

t h i s p e r i o d i t was obvious t h a t Houghton l e S p r i n g was 

beaming p r o g r e s s i v e l y l e s s a t t r a c t i v e as a s e t t l e m e n t and 

t h i s would c e r t a i n l y have been r e f l e c t e d i n the appearance 

o f i u s shopping c e n t r e and i n d i r e c t l y on the a t t r a c t i o n t o t h e 

c e n t r e o f p o p u l a t i o n fro.a t h e s u r r o u n d i n g area. 

A r e p o r t i n 1854 on an e n q u i r y i n t o s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s 

i n /-toughton l e S p r i n g g i v e s an i n s i g h t i n t o the s t a t e o f 

the town a.t t h i s t i m e . The pitmen's rows and the .New Town 

were n o t o r i o u s f o r t h e i r i n s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s . The 

Report s t a t e d : 

'The p i t c o t t a g e s ar? g e n e r a l l y i n a v e r y d i s g r a c e f u l 

and f i l t h y c o n d i t i o n , h a v i n g ash p i t s and d u n g h i l l s b o t h a t 

the back and f r o n t ' ( S a n i t a r y Report, 1654, p.7). 



Overcrowding and unhealthy h a b i t s among the i i i n e r s i n c l u d i n 

the keepin,:..- of pigs i n t h e i r yard, also c o n t r i b u t e d to the 

unwholesomenese of the town. I n summing up the countless 

s a n i t a r y hasards, the I l e a l t h Inspector stated t h a t : 

' i f a catalogue of nuisances were aade i t must include 

almost every house i n the place'' (Sanitary Report, 1854> 

P.25). 

The above d e s c r i p t i o n s of Houghton l e Spring and 

Chester l e Street were r e s t r i c t e d to the geographic towns 

but though, d i r e c t comparison was not possible w i t h the 

published f i g u r e s of the 1831 census which referred, t o the 

townships, the same changes would have been apparent i f iz 

were possible t o draw up comparable taoles f o r the two 

censuses. Table A.11 attempts t h i s f o r Chester l e St r e e t . 

iTote, however, th a t the I65-L f i g u r e s r e f e r to males of a l l 

ages. Differences may also a r i s e from the d i f f i c u l t y i n 

classifying c e r t a i n 19th century occupations e.g. 

cordwainers, cloggers, cellarmen and fellmongers. 

V i r t u a l l y the same changes are apparent from Table 

A.11 v i z . the f a i l i n employment i n a g r i c u l t u r e and the 

r i s e i n the nunber of n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l labourers (includes 

coal miners;. Table A.12 shows the d i r e c t e f f e c t of 

i n c l u d i n g the area outside the geographical town. The sam 



would have been apparent i f the r e s t of .'-.oughton I s 

Spring's township was inci.uo.ed i n tfte town 1 s employment 

s t r u c t u r e . 

Table A.11 

Male occupations i n Chester l e Street Tp. 

1831 1851 
/o A' 

A g r i c u l t u r e 50.4 1.1. .6 

Ret. t r a d , ;:ianuf. & 
hand i c r a f t s 56.3 55.2 

proi'essional men 6.4 5«0 

ITon-agric. labourers 4.0 17.6 

Others 2.9 10.7 
Tot a J. occupied -lales 451 798 

Table A.12 
1851 Occupation of males i n Chester l e Street 

timers 
D i s t . Trade 
Crafts &, Ind u s t r y 
A g r i c u l t u r e 
P r o i e s s i o n a l service 
General labourers 
Domestic service 
Others 

To t a l occupied inales 

'Town' 'Township' 

9.7 13.-8 

21.0 17.9 
4i.7 37.6 

r™. ,0 , • U 11.6 
5.3 4.8 
3.7 3-4 
8.6 9.1 
1.8 1.8 

648 798 
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1851-1675 
The period from. 1;.<50-1875 marks an important 

stage i n the e v o l u t i o n ot Chester l e s t r e e t and Houghton 

l a Spring as coal mining centres. This was the period. 

during; which the 'other' i n d u s t r i e s of the towns declined 

and f i n a l l y ceased operating. 

Table A. 1? shows the occupations o f males aged 

20 years or in ore i n the two townships i n 1361. At t h i s 

time the two towns ex h i b i t e d the same dif f e r e n c e s 

h i t h e r t o observed i n a g r i c u l t u r e , coal raining ana i n d u s t r y . 

The high percentage engaged i n a g r i c u l t u r e (157°) and the 

low p r o p o r t i o n of coal miners (7'/<0 eraphasi.se the unchanged 

nature o f Chester l e S t r e e t . This i s f u r t h e r i n d i c a t e d 

by the f a c t t h a t the geographic town htid expanded l i t t l e 

since 1801 - i n s i x t y years i t s population increased by 

j u s t over a h a l f to 2,5.50 during a period wlien the 

county's population had more than t r e b l e d . I n d u s t r y was 

s t i l l of major importance i n the town and occupied 435& 

o f males aged 20 years or :o.ore. 

Houghton le Spring was s t i l l dominated by the coal 

mining i n d u s t r y . Some 35';"' of occupied males aged 20 

years or i.iore were coal miners - double trie county average 

and not f a r below i os R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t ' s . I t ' s 

only two i n d u s t r i e s of note at t h i s time were an i r o n 

http://eraphasi.se


foundry and a "brewery; thus the percentage employe*. I i n 

i n d u s t r y (24'/™) i s f a r "below tha t of Chester l e Street 

ana the county ana i s only s l i g h t l y higher than the 

average i o r the wno1e of i t s Ee j . D i s t r i c t . 

Table A. 13 

1861 Occupation oi males aged 20 years or niore 
(1) (2) ( 3 ) ( 4 ) ( 5 ) ( 6 ) 

Chester Houghton Chester Houghton Durham Durnam 
i e l e Reg. Reg. C i t y County 
Street Spring Di s. Dis. 
Tp. Tp. 

Proi.Ser. 5.0 3.0 1.6 1.7 8.7 3.0 

Domestic 2,8 1 .5 1.1 0 . 9 1.-8 0 . 9 
service 
Agric. 14 . 7 7.9 13.0 9.6 7 .9 j . 1 .0 

Commerc. 4.9 4.3 2 .5 3.3 6.1 12 . 6 

Goal 7.2 35 .3 45 . 4 47 . 5 5.1 x8 .7 
miners 

D i s t t i b . i 6 , I J.8.1 5.8 9-1 23 . 7 10.8 
trades 
I n d u s t r i a l 4 2 , 7 23.8 23.9 20.2 40 . 7 36 .3 

I n d e f i n i t e 6,6 6.1 6.7 7.7 6.0 6.7 

T o t a l 796 1031 7081 5,387 3 ,640 140,753 
occupied 
persons 

i n comparing the two towns w i t h Durham C i t y i t i s 

clea r t h a t the l a t t e r at t h i s period hg,d a coraplet e i y 

* Columns ( 1 ) and (2 ) were compiled from data 

extracted from the Census returns, 



d i f f e r e n t character and was s t i l l the ty p i c a j . county 

town; t h i s i s c l e a r l y shown i n the high percentage 

employed i n the proiessions, commerce and d i s t r i b u t i v e 

trades (Bote t h a t the high percentage employed i n the 

commercial group i n the county i s • • a r e s u l t of the 

i n c l u s i o n i n t h i s class of those employed, i n ' t r a n s p o r t 1 ; 

the county's f i g u r e i s i n f l a t e d by those employed on 

ships at the p o r t s ) . 

I t seems t h a t at t h i s time Chester l e Street was i n 

many ways a 'lower order' Durham C i t y - both had r e t a i n e d 

18th century i n d u s t r i a l r o l e s , both had grown, l i t t l e 

d u r i n g t.he 19-th century and, though on a smaller scale 

i n Chester l e S t r e e t , they had both continued as admin­

i s t r a t i v e and j u d i c i a l centres. Houghton l e Spring, 

on the other hand, was b a s i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t to both towns 

and e x h i b i t e d a coal-dominated employment s t r u c t u r e . 

Table A.14 
1861 - a l l occupied persons 

Occupation Chester l e Houghton l e Chester Houghton 
groups Street Tp, Spring Tp. Reg.Dis. Reg.Dis. 

.1 
yo 1° / 

Prof, service 4.1 4.0 i.,9 2.1 
Domestic service i 3 . 6 13.4 8.8 9.6 
A g r i c u l t u r e 10.5 5.5 9.3 8,1 
Coal miners 7.3 30.6 46.7 44-7 
C r a f t s & I n d u s t r y 38.0 20.0 18.7 13.5 
D i s t r i b u t i v e t d s . 17.0 18.9 7.5 1I.4 
I n d e f i n i t e 9.5 7.6 7.1 10.6 
T o t a l occ.persons "1109 1734 10,027 8.055 

* In f o r m a t i o n was extracted from Census r e t u r n s . The 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i s th a t of West, 1962 pp 17Q-173. 
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Table A.14 shows the occupations of a l l employed 
persons regardless of age or sex f o r the two townships 

and t h e i r R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s . Fig.A.2 and Table 

A.25 i n the Appendix show the same in f o r m a t i o n f o r a l l 

townships i n the two R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s . 

Except f o r the omission of the 'ccmmercial' class 

( d i s t r i b u t e d among proi'essjonsland domestic service and 

the d i s t r i b u t i v e trades) TaDleA.14 Is comparable i n i t s 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n w i t h Table A.1J. Differences t h a t remain, 

however, are the i n c l u s i o n of males under 20 years or age 

and also of a l l females i n Table A.14. 

The i n c l u s i o n of females should have the effec i,' 

of i n c r e a s i n g the percentage employed i n domestic service 

and to a lesser extent i n the d i s t r i b u t i v e trades. A l l 

other occupation groups should show a smaller percentage, 

more so i n the male dominated occupations l i k e coal mining 

than i n others l i k e p r o f e s s i o n a l service. 

Table A.14 shows, however, a r i s e i n the percentage 

of those employed as coal miners i n the Chester Reg. 

D i s t r i c t and no change i n Chester l e Street township. The 

r i s e i n Chester Reg. D i s t r i c t can be accounted f o r by 

the opening oi' new mines and the expansion of aid ones 

i n the d i s t r i c t . This led to a net gain of 11$ i n 

migration during the previous decade («2f> a loss of 6.' i n 



the Houghton Reg. D i s t r i c t . } end a s w e l l i n g of the ranks 

of the male population e s p e c i a l l y those i n the younger 

age groups e.g. 15-24 years (see Table A.24 i n the 

Appendix). I n 186.!. coal miners i n the county accounted 

f o r 29,"' of occupied males under 20 years of age but 

only 19/o of the older males. As a r e s u l t of the gain 

of young mals population during the previous decade 31/̂ ' 

of coal miners i n Chester Reg. D i s t r i c t i n l b 6 l were under­

go years of age compared to 26/ i n Houghton l e Spring, 

which nad had a loss i n m i g r a t i o n . (The county average 

was,as expected i n between the f i g u r e s f o r the two d i s t r i c t s 

ana coal miners under 20 years of age formed 2&/ of a l l 

coal miners). 

I n the townships of the Chester Reg. D i s t r i c t coal 

mining was by f a r the most important occupation. Excluding 

the two smallest and t h i n l y populated, townships, i t was 

only i n B i r t i y (l2'/&) Chester l e Street (7$) and Barmston 

(l>i) t h a t coal miners formed a s i g n i f i c a n t l y lower 

p r o p o r t i o n than AQfo of a l l occupied persons (eq u i v a l e n t to 

about 50> of o'-cupied males). Walaridge was by f a r the 

~ost dominated township and coal miners formed 88" of a i l 

occupied persons. The township showed a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 

h i g : p r o p o r t i o n of males (54;" of t o t a l population) and a 
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concentration of males i n the 15-24 years age-group 

(13.5/f o r t o t a l , p o p u l a t i o n ) . 

Unlike Chester l e Street's there was a clear d i v i s i o n 

of townships i n the Houghton Reg. D i s t r i c t w i t h respect 

to coal mining. "oai :.:ining was s t i l l r e s t r i c t e d to 

the western edge or the ;'agnesian limestone plateau and 

the si:-: townships i n the eart oi the R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t 

were s t i l l t h i n l y populated and predominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l 

(Fig.A.2). The western townships were v i r t u a l l y given 

over to coai mining; only Houghton l e Spring (jl'/'O f e l l 

appreciably Tbelow 40;"* i n the pr o p o r t i o n of niners to the 

t o t a l occupied persons. 

Both r e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s had a low p r o p o r t i o n 

engaged i n p r o f e s s i o n a l service. This was a coapon 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of County Durban i n the 19th century and 

the c o a l f i e l d areas were noted f o r having the lowest 

pr o p o r t i o n of p r o f e s s i o n a l workers i n the county. I n 

both R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s there wa,s a d i s t i n c t concentration 

of such workers i n "'hester l e Street and Houghton l e Spring 

— 24,"' and 42,' r e s p e c t i v e l y of the t o t a l persons who were 

so employed i n t h e i r own R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t . Chester 

l e Street had 11$'' and Houghton l e Spring 22'/̂  01 the t o t a l 

population 01 t h e i r respective R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s . 

* c f . Table A.24 i n the Appendix 



The greater importance oi' i n d u s t r y i n Chester l e 

Street i s r e f l e c t e d i n the r e l a t i v e l y h i ^ t i percentage of 

such workers resident i n the township - 23/« of a l l 

i n d u s t r i a l workers i n i t s R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t . Houghton 

l e Spring accounted f o r 32?i of those i n i t s R e g i s t r a t i o n 

D i s t r i c t . Besides Chester l e Street township, the 

R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t contained chemicai works at 

Washington and Earmston and a large i r o n vorks at B i r t l e y 

( t h i s township accounted f o r 22;" of the i n d u s t r i a l workers 

of the Registration. D i s t r i c t ) . Houghton l e Spring 

township, on the other hand, contained the only large 

i n d u s t r i a l concern i n the whole of i t s R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t . 

There was also a concentration i n the two towns of 

those engaged i n the d i s t r i b u t i v e trades. Chester l e 

Street had 25/? and Houghton l e Spring 35f- of those engaged 

i n d i s t r u / b i t i v e trades i n t h e i r respective R e g i s t r a t i o n 

D i s t r i c t s . I n Houghton Reg. D i s t r i c t , Hetton l e Hole had 

3.1% of these workers but t h i s was only 1% higher than the 

township's share of the D i s t r i c t ' s p o pulation. I n Chster 

Reg. D i s t r i c t there were no very large cenores - T i r t l e y 

(lT/o) and Witton G i l b e r t ( 1 0 $ ) were the only townships i n 

which the number of workers i n d i s t r i b u t i v e trades exceeded 

the expected nu.Yber based on t h e i r share of the D i s t r i c t ' s 

population. 



I t would seem, t n e r e f o r e , t h a t thou-:h there were 

diff e r e n c e s i n the basic i n d u s t r i e s of the two towns -

coal mining i n Houghton l e Spring and manufacturing i n 

Chester l e Street - both towns hd. developed c e n t r a l place 

functions beyond the needs of the l o c a l population and i t 

i s thus reasonable to suppose t h a t they served the 

surrounding area as w e l l . Chester l e Street appears to 

have been at t h i s time a b e t t e r class centre w i t h a wider 

sphere of i n f l u e n c e . Houghton l e Spring had a l a r g e r 

p r o p o r t i o n of people engaged, i n d i s t r i b u t i v e trades 

(72^o of the population) than Chester l e Street (62$o 

of the population) but t h i s was mostly because of the 

l a r g e r number of food dealers - to be expected i n a 

densely populated mining area. Note t h a t i n the r e s t 

of the R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s the same d i f f e r e n c e s are 

eviuent; thus excluding the two townships, workers i n 

d i s t r i b u t i v e trades formed 28$o of the population i n 

Houghton Reg. D i s t r i c t but only 19$o i n Chester Reg. 

D i s t r i c t . 

Two f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n s of the strength of Chester l e 

Street as a service centre were the establishment of a 

co-operative s o c i e t y i n 1862 and the p u b l i c a t i o n of a 

weekly newspaper. The co-operative society grew from a 

membership of 6 i n i t s f i r s t year to 1500 a f t e r 10 years. 



I t s f i r s t branch was estaolished i n 16f6 at Daisy H i l l 

(Edmondsley townshipJ but before t n i s membership had 

spread to a wide area. The f i r s t country members to 

j o i n i n the 1860*8 included some from as f a r o f f as 

Sacriston and 1'ity Me ( f o u r miles away). I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 

t h a t membership spread easier t o areas werst of the r i v e r 

Viear . Kelly's D i r e c t o r y r e f e r s to the success of the 

co-operative society and adds t h a t ' i n 1869 a If-rge h a l l 

was erected f o r c a r r y i n g on the business wnich i s very 

extensive' ( K e l l y , 1873, p.?0). 

During t n i s period of the 19th century i x was a f a i r l y 

common ro~ e of small towns i n England to p u b l i s h a weekly 

newspaper. I n 1857 > Fordyce wrote t h a t i n Chester l e 

Street 

'a p r i n t i n g o f f i c e was commenced a few years ago, 

at which an e f f o r t i s now being made to e s t a b l i s h a weekly 

newspaper'. (Fordyce, 1£57» Tol.2, p. 607 ) . 

The weekly newspaper s t a r t e d p u b l i c a t i o n soon a f t e r and was 

'known as 'The Chester l e Street L i b e r a l and Houghton l e 

Spring A d v e r t i s e r ' . The paper was i n e f f e c t a Chester l e 

Street paper and the i n c l u s i o n of Houghton l e Spring was, 

one assumes, i n order to derive a d v e r t i s i n g revenue from 

t h a t area. This i s brought out by an analysis of the f i r s t 

* H i s t o r y or Chester l e Street co-operative and 
i n d u s t r i a l Society. 



26 issues ol 1861. There were only tnree issues t h a t 

c a r r i e d news on Houghton l e Spring while the average 

number of Houghton l e Spring advertisements placed i n 

the paner was ri- per issue compared to 45 per issue f o r 

Chester l e S t r e e t . 

I t would appear t h a t the paper had a f a i r i y wide 

c i r c u l a t i o n . K e l l y noted t h a t i t s c i r c u l a t i o n was 
1 considerable i n the north of England 1 ( K e l l y , 1S58, p. 

381j. The newspaper i t s e l f claimed i n 1661 to have a 

'guaranteed c i r c u l a t i o n of upwards of 1,000' (Jan. 

12., 1861) and t h a t i t was c i r c u l a t e d i n '40 towns and 

large v i l l a g e s i n t n i s county' (Feb. 23, 1861j. Fig.A.3 

suggests t h a t the c i r c u l a t i o n area was probably r e s t r i c t e d 

to the two R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t s . The concentration 

of agents i n the Houghton l e Spring area suggests a lack 

of easy contact w i t h Chester l e s t r e e t : w i t h the exception 

of Washington and Durham a l l the newspaper's agents are 

on the east sid.e oi the Wear. 

An analysis of advertisements and news items i n the 

paper confirms t h a t at t h a t time Chester j.e S t reet was 

already s t r o n g l y o r i e n t e d towards Newcastle and Tyneside 

and not to Sunderland. There were an average of 8 

Hewcastle advertisements per issue, 4 from Gateshead 



and less than one from Sunderland [one advertisement i n 

f i v e issues;. Advertisements f o r Chester l e Street shops 

o f t e n c a r r i e d such advice as 'why go to Newcastle when 

you can save money, time and labour etc.' 

A f t e r 18bl there was a decline i n the i n d u s t r i e s 

or the two towns wnich was marked by an increase of 

a c t i v i t y i n coa.i. mining w i t n i n the townships and throughout 

the c o a l f i e l d (.see House, 1959 > PP 3^-37 J • This was 

e s p e c i a l l y noticeaole i n Chester l e S t r e e t . During the 

18&1-71 decade the geographic town of Chester l e Street 

declined i n population (2,550 to 2,4 50) - i t i s l i k e l y 

t h a t during t h i s decade the town's c h i e f indmstries were 

d e c l i n i n g r a p i d l y i n importance. During the same decade 

the r e s t of the township, i . e . outside the town, had a 

f o u r f o l d increase of population 46O to 1,760. The 

township's c o l l i e r i e s were i n a f l o u r i s h i n g state by 1871 -

over 200 were employed at South Pelaw, over 200 at Chester 

Moor (sunk i n 1860's) and over B00 at Pelton c o l l i e r y . 

I t was not, however, u n t i l about 1875 t h a t the 

town oi' cluster l e Street was f i n a l l y p u l l e d i n t o the coal 

mining sphere. I t was about t h i s time t h a t the Murray 

Engine Works closed and though there i s no evidence of a 

s h i f t by those formerly employed i n the engine works to 
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the c o l l i e r i e s of the town, i x i s qu i t e l i k e l y t h a t 
many d i d i n f a c t .".ake such a change. There was probably 
also a iiove.T.ent of workers f r o : j out of the town to the 
.I'eiton F e l l and Chester Koor c o l l i e r y d i s t r i c t s . The 
Stag Confectionery Works began operating at t h i s time i n 
the sa.ie b u i l d i n g t h a t the '"urray Engine Works had 
occupied. 

I n Houghton l e Spring the c h i e f i n d u s t r y of the town, 

the Hopper I r o n Works, also closed c. 1875 and the town 

becare almost completely dependent on coal f i n i n g . The 

Houghton c o l l i e r y employed over UjO ;ien and boys i n 1S71. 

A measure ox the dependence of the town on the c o l l i e r y 

was the number of houses owned by the c o l l i e r y : i n IO69 

the c o l l i e r y owned 41"-' houses and by 1879 t h i s rose to 

615. (IT.C.E. records, Durham Archives). 

1875-1914 

During t h i s period the growth of the towns was 

d i r e c t Ly r e l a t e d tc the coal raining i n d u s t r y . At the 

s t a r t of t h i s period, however, both towns were very d i f f e r e n t 

Houghton l e Spring had been transformed during the 19th 

century i n t o a mining town while Chester l e Street had 

retained ruuch of i t s I c t h century character and i x s townscape 

was r e l a t i v e l y unchanged. The town of Houghton l e Spring 



had increased to over four times i t s size i n loOl while 

the town of Chester l e Street had grown by only one-half 

and was new only h a l f the size of Houghton le Spring, -

a r e v e r s a l of t h e i r r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n s at the s t a r t of 

the century. During t h i s p eriod, 1875-1914> there was 

a r e v e r s a l of the 19th century trend h i t h e r t o observed 

i n the two towns and while Chester l e S t r e e t t r e b l e d i t s 

sise, Houghton l e Spring increased by only one-half. 

Table A.17 i n the Appendix shows t h s t i n the 1871-

81 decade Cheater l e Street township increased i t s 

population by 58'p. Host of t h i s incres.se almost c e r t a i n l y 

took place outside the town but there must also have been 

some development i n the town i t s e l f . Production i n 

c o l l i e r i e s w i t h i n the township but outside the town doubled 

during t h i s decade w i t h the s i n k i n g of a new c o l l i e r y 

( l l e w f i e l d ) at Pelton P e l l and increased a c t i v i t y at Chester 

i:oor. The South. Pel aw c o l l i e r y also showed a large 

increase i n production. A l l things pointed to the 

f l o u r i s h i n g state of the township's c o l l i e r i e s ana to the 

f i r s t s i g n i f i c a n t growth i n the town of Chester l e Street 

during the 19th century. 

The 1671-81 decade was not a.s s i g n i f i c a n t a period 

i n the growth of Houghton l e Spring. The closure of i t s 

i r o n works meant a f u r t h e r dependence on coal mining which 
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i n 1£71 must have accounted f o r almost $0'"> of occupied 

males. The township's growth during t h i s period was 

not impressive and was much lower than t h a t of i t s 

R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t which enjoyed a vigorous growth 

because of an extension of mining to the higher parts 

of the '.:mgnesian limestone, near S i l k s w o r t h . The 

Houghton c o l l i e r y probably suffered from a drawing o f f 

of miners to the new areas and consequently there was 

only a small increase i n the mi "her of men employed. 

Both towns were now almost equally dependent on the 

f u t u r e of coal mining. During the 1871-81 decade the 

number of coal miners i n Durham increased at a much 

higher r a t e than the country as a whole - 56?, as against 

41/s (see Table A. 19 i n the Appendix). As a r e s u l t coal 

miners i n Durham i n 3.661 formed 17£> of the t o t a l i n 

England and Wales - the only Census year of the 19th 

century i n which the percentage v a r i e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y from 

15% (see Table A.5). The i n d u s t r y appears to have been 

overmanned i n the 1680's and there was a slack period 

i n the Durham coal trade i n the second h a l f of t h i s decade so 

t h a t whereas the number of coal .miners increased by 58$ 

from 1874-E4» the corresponding increc.se f o r 1S84-94 was 

only 4fo. 
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Both towns sSlowed, a drop i n t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n growth 

d u r i n g t h i s decade, 1881-91. The towns were a d v e r s e l y 

3 , f i e c t e d by the f a l l i n p r o d u c t i o n and. employment a t the 

l o c a l c o l l i e r i e s . The town o f Chester l e S t r e e t 

^ r o b a b l y grew a l i t t l e i n the f i r s t h a l f o f t h i s decade 

bu t g rowth must have h a l t e d w i t h t h e c l o s u r e o f t h e South 

l"elaw c o l l i e r y c.1686. A f u r t h e r f a c t o r c o n t r i b u t i n g 

t o the s t a g n a t i o n i n t h e town o f Houghton l e S p r i n g was 

the e x t e n s i o n a t t n i s ti..;e of m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s t o t h e 

south-east of the Kagnesian l i m e s t o n e p l a t e a u . 

B oth towns had h i g h e r i n c r e a s e s i n p o p u l a t i o n f r o m 

about 1890 t o the F i r s t World. War, From c. 1695 c o a l 

p r o d u c t i o n expanded s i g n i f i c a n t l y and c o n t i n u e d u n t i l 

the s t a r t o f the F i r s t World War. Employment a t t h e 

Houghton c o l l i e r y rose f r o n j u s t under 1,000 i n 1891 ( o n l y 

a s l i g h t i n c r e a s e on t h e 1871 f i g u r e ) t o 1,550 i n 1901 

and t o 2,0C0 i n 1 9 H . The employment s t r u c t u r e of the 

town r e f l e c t e d t h i s heavy dependence on c o a l ; of occupied 

a a l e s aged 1'.' y e a r s or more, 5cM were coaJ. .miners i n 1901 

and 63""- i n 1911. 

I n Chester l e S t r e e t , t h e South Pelaw c o l l i e r y r e ­

opened c.1897 and i t soon employed ".ore nen t h a n a t any 

p r e v i o u s time i n i t s h i s t o r y . I n 1901 t h e c o l l i e r y 

employed 530 men and t h i s rose t o 76O by 1911. Employment 



f i g u r e s are n o t a v a i l a b l e f o r t i i e town i n 1901 s i n c e 

i t was n o t an urban d i s t r i c t b u t a t l e a s t h a l f o f t h e 

occupied males would have 'been c o a l n i n e r s . I n 1911 

c o a l " i n e r s accounted f o r 61'' o f t h e occupied males aged 

1C years or jii o r e . 

W i t h i n a r a d i u s o f two m i l e s o f e i t h e r town t h e r e 

were s e v e r a l c o l l i e r i e s which, t o g e t h e r employed- ;-4»000 

men. There rvust have been a t t t i i s t i m e a s i g n i f i c a n t 

d a i l y movement out o f the towns t o t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g 

c o l " i e r i e s . For i n s t a n c e , i n 1905 a s p e c i a l s e r v i c e 

was s t a r t e d f o r miners i n t h e Houghton l e S p r i n g area 

by t h e Sunderland D i s t r i c t Tramways; the t r a is l i n k e d a l l ' 

t h e f i n i n g areas o f the R e g i s t r a t i o n D i s t r i c t and s p e c i a l 

s e r v i c e s r a n a t 2 a.:::. ( S t addon, 1964). 

•Table A. 15 summarises some of th e changes which t o o k 

p l a c e i n t h e towns d u r i n g t h e second h a l f of t h e 19th 

c e n t u r y . By u s i n g the same company, K e l l y ' s i t i s hoped 

t o e l i m i n a t e the i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s i n c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and 

l i s t i n g t h a t are t o be found i n 19th c e n t u r y d i r e c t o r i e s . 

Houghton l e S p r i n g shows no s i g n i f i c a n t changes i n 

i t s o c c u p a t i o n s t r u c t u r e a t t h e end of t h e 52-year p e r i o d . 

T h i s i s t o be expected s i n c e the town was a l r e a d y a mature 

" l i n i n g town by 185»> and was never v e r y i n d u s t r i a l i z e d . As 

has been observed b e f o r e the town has a r e l a t i v e l y h i g h 

p r o p o r t i o n engaged i n the d i s t r i b u t i v e t r a d e s . 



Table A.15 

Occupations l i s t e d i n K e l l y ' s P . 0 . D i r e c t o r y 

Geograpli i c towns o f : 

Occupations Chester i e S t r e e t Houghton l e S p r i n g Durham C i t y 
1858 
5i 

1890 1856 1890 185 & 1.89c 

F r o i e s s i o n a 1 s e r v . 6.4 15.5 6.1 7.8 9.8 14.1 

D i s t r i b u t i v e t d s . 51.5 50.5 67.9 67-4 57.1 54.7 

ITanui ac t a r i n g 55.7 25.4 20.4 19.3 26.2 25.2 

P a r s e r s 6.4 7-3 5.6 4.6 4.6 2.9 

Others - 3.b - 0.9 2.3 5.1 

T o t a l o c c u p a t i o n s 171 193 196' 218 1.J.64 857 

Thester l e S t r e e t , on the o t h e r hand, snows d i s t i n c t changes 

i n i t s o c c u p a t i o n s t r u c t u r e . There i s a s i g n i f i c a n t drop 

i n t h e percentage engaged i n m a n u f a c t u r i n g and a r i s e i n t h e 

p r o p o r t i o n p r o v i d i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l s e r v i c e . The town's o c c u p a t i o n 

s t r u c t u r e snows a s t r i k i n g r e senblance t o Durham C i t y ' s , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n 1E90 when the M i e r began t o l o s e i t s preeminent 

s t a t u s i n t h e c e n t r e 01 t h e co u n t y - t h i s i s r e f l e c t e d i n the 

a b s o l u t e d e c l i n e i n t h e nupber o f occupied persons l i s t e d . 

* Note t h a t because o f the i n c o m p l e t e coverage o f 

d i r e c t o r i e s no t-or/.porison can be r.ade w i t h t h e Census 

t a b l e s . 



"3y 1911 the employment s t r u c t u r e s 01 Houghton l e 

S p r i n g and Chester l e S t r e e t were almost i d e n t i c a l - see 

Table A t 16. The l a r g e s t percentage d i f f e r e n c e between t h e 

towns i n any one group of o c c u p a t i o n s was i n c o a l m i n i n g -

a mere 1.7."» Botn towns were dominated by t h e c o a l 

m i n i n g i n d u s t r y - 65..' of employed n a l e s i n Houghton l e 

S p r i n g and 61$ i n Chester l e S t r e e t . The h i g h percentage 

o f niales employed i n e o a i r a i n i n g i n t h e two urban d i s t r i c t s 

was t y ; i c a l of o t h e r towns i n t h e c o a l f i e l d (see Table 

A. 22 i n t h e App e n d i x ) , Except i n t h e Cons e t t area, heavy 

i n d u s t r y had v i r t u a l l y d isappeared f r o m t h e c o a l m i n i n g 

d i s t r i c t s and was c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e p o r t c o / n u r o a t i o n s 

(Smailes 1960 p.179). Note t h e r e l a t i v e absence of 

i n d u s t r i a l workers i r o n the two towns i n Table A.16. 
Table A.16 

Male Employment - 1 9 l i 
Chester Houghton l e Co. Durham 
l e St.U.D. Spr. U.D. 

5« 1o 1o 

Coal & o t h e r n i n e 
workers 
A g r i c u l t u r e 

61.0 

1.6 

62.7 

2.2 

35.6 

2.9 
P r o f e s s i o n or Gov't occ. 3.2 3-2 3.2 
Pood, tobacco, d r i n k 5.2 5.3 4.8 
C o n n e r c i a l or r e t a . i l tde . 5.7 5.3 5.4 
B u i l d i n g [c c o n s t r u c t i o n 7.7 6.9 6.2 
Conveyance 5.1 3.7 1.0 
i n d u s t r i a l workers 4.5 5.1 37.5 
Others _6.0 

1 C u 
5.6 3-4 

T o t a l o c c u p i e d 4,720 3,021 432,243 

http://reta.il


The I n t e r - W a r p e r i o d 
' A f t e r the f i r s t World War the o u t f l o w ( o f m i g r a n t s ) 

oeca 'ie a • f l o o d and c o n t i n u e d w i t h o u t a break t o 1939' 
(House, 1959, p . 5 ) . 

D u r i n g the i n t e r - w a r p e r i o d b o t h towns had a n e t 

l o s s o f m i g r a n t s . The 1921-31 decade showed the h i g h e s t 

l o s s . T h i s was t h e case i n a l l the c o a l "mining d i s t r i c t s 

i n t h e K i d ana Lower Wear s e c t i o n which i n c l u d e s t h e two 

u r o a i i d i s t r i c t s t h e r e was a lb'-"-, n e t l o s s t h r o u g h m i g r a t i o n , 

t w i c e the p r e v i o u s d e c e n n i a l l o s s (House, 1959 p. 57 )• 

D u r i n g the 1921-31 decade Chester l e S t r e e t had a l o s s 

of p o p u l a t i o n f o r t h e f i r s t time s i n c e 1851. The l o s s 

o f p o p u l a t i o n prompted t h e L o c a l A u t h o r i t y t o c o n s i d e r 

t h e development of Chester l e S t r e e t as a d o r m i t o r y town 

f o r i n d u s t r i a l Tyneside and t h e success o f the scheme 

for- b u i l a i n g owner-occupied houses was r e f l e c t e d , i n an 

i n c r e a s e i n p o p u l a t i o n from 16,640 i n 1931 t o 17,510 i n 

1939 ( R e g i s t r a r General's E s t i m a t e ) . 

I n the e a r l y popt-war years the c o a l m i n i n g i n d u s t r y 

enjoyed a p e r i o d o f renewed p r o s p e r i t y b u t by the mid 

1920's the i n d u s t r y e n t e r e d i n t o a p e r i o d o f d e c l i n e and 

c o n t r a c t i o n t h a t has been apparent ever s i n c e . F a c t o r s 

wnich c o n t r i b u t e d t o the d e c l i n e i n t h e i n d u s t r y a t t h i s 



time were: 

( a ) the r e s t o r a t i o n o f European economic l i r e a f t e r 1924 

( b ) the g e n e r a l s t r i k e 01 1926 

( c ) the e f f e c t of P o l i s h c o m p e t i t i o n i n the S c a n d i n a v i a n 

markets. 

The l o s s of e x p o r t t r a d e d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d was 

e s p e c i a l l y da i&ging t o t h e coax i n d u s t r y o f the N o r t h East. 

About 40,' o f the t o t a l p r o d u c t i o n or the c o a l f i e l d (Durham 

and Northumberland) b e f o r e and a f t e r the F i r s t World war 

was used i n the f o r e i g n t r a d e compared t o o n l y 20fo o f 

the wnole c o u n t r y ' s p r o d u c t i o n ( I n d u s t r i a l Survey, 19? 2, p. 

I n b o t h Chester l e S t r e e t and Houghton l e Spring-

c o a l f i n i n g was t h r o u g h o u t t h i s p e r i o d the most i m p o r t a n t 

o c c u p a t i o n . I n Chester l e S t r e e t t n e percentage of 

occupied .".'ales employed, i n t h i s ihd.ustry d e c l i n e d from, 

the pre-war l e v e l o f 6l-p t o 56"*> i n 1921 and 48% i n 1931. 

I n Houghton l e S p r i n g , however, t h e r e was v i r t u a l l y no 

d e c l i n e i n the percentage o f occupied males wno were c o a l 

miners - (j>'3;" i n 1911 and 61% i n b o t h 1921 and 1931. The 

c o n t i n u e d hi.;;ii l e v e l or employment i n coax m i n i n g i n 

Houghton l e S p r i n g i s p a r t l y e x p l a i n e d by the l a r g e r and 

more economical p i t s i n t h i s area and p a r t l y by tne l a c k 01 

a l t e r n a t i v e employment. 



With t h e e x c e p t i o n o f the N o r t h e r n General T r a n s p o r t 

Depot (jtius) a t Chester l e S t r e e t c.1915 t h e r e were no 

new i n d u s t r i e s i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e towns d u r i n g t h i s 

p e r i o d . The T r a n s p o r t Depot p r o v i d e d employment f o r an 

i n c r e a s i n g number of males i n Chester l e S t r e e t . I n 

1921, Cyf. of occupied a a l e s were employed i n T r a n s p o r t 

and Communications and by 1951 t h i s had i n c r e a s e d t o 

lifet I n Houghton l e S p r i n g t h e r e was n e i t h e r a r a i l w a y 

no r bus depot and t h e percentage of males employed i n 

T r a n s p o r t and Communications was o n l y 4/" a t b o t h censuses. 

Throughout t h e 19th c e n t u r y female employment 

i n County Durham was below t h e n a t i o n a l average and d u r i n g 

the i n t e r war p e r i o d t h e s i t u a t i o n was unchanged. I n 

1921 trie p r o p o r t i o n of occupied females t o the t o t a l 

o ccupied p o p u l a t i o n i n England and Wales was 29%: i n 

County Durham i t was 18'/o« 

Chester l e S t r e e t was a t t h i s t i m e a more a t t r a c t i v e 

c e n t r e f o r female employment than Houghton l e S p r i n g . 

I n 1921 occupied females formed 19. of t h e t o t a l w o r k i n g 

p o p u l a t i o n i n Chester l e S t r e e t b u t o n l y l6fj i n Houghton 

l e S p r i n g . I n 1931 unemployment was v e r y h i g h among 

males ( o v e r 20/- i n b o t h towns) and, t h e r e f o r e , the number 

of females employed r e l a t i v e t o the t o t a l occupied 



-population i n v e r y m i s l e a d i n g - t h e r e were, n e v e r t h e l e s s , 

the same d i f f e r e n c e s between t h e towns. 

A p a r t from domestic s e r v i c e , t h e c h i e f f e c a l e 

o c c u p a t i o n s i n Chester l e S t r e e t were f o o d n a n u f a c t u r e 

and the d i s t r i b u t i v e t r a d e s . Food manufacture (235» o f 

employed fe'-ales i n 1931) was c a r r i e d on c h i e f l y a t the 

Stag C o n f e c t i o n e r y Works. 'The importance o l the 

c o n f e c t i o n e r y works can be judged by t h e f a c t t h a t i t 

p r o b a b l y employed about 250 women and t h a t t h e percentage 

o f fer.al.es employed i n f o o d manufacture was h i g h e r i n 

Chester l e S t r e e t than anywhere e l s e i n County Durham. 

The d i s t r i b u t i v e t r a d e s groir.) (20/. i n 1931) was t h e nex t 

h i g h e s t employer o f females. 

I n Houghton l e S p r i n g t h e r e were "-.fewer enployment 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r women. There was no i m p o r t a n t women's 

i n d u s t r y i n or near the town. As a r e s u l t the h i g h e s t 

employment was i n the d i s t r i b u t i v e t r a d e s (28\l o f employed 

women i n I p ^ i ) . E x c l u d i n g domestic s e r v i c e the only-

o t h e r i m p o r t a n t o c c u p a t i o n s were i n com e r c e . 

W i t h t h e d e c l i n i n g importance o f c o a l m i n i n g i t i s t o 

be expected th<:.t t h e r e would have been a s i g n i f i c a n t o u t -

movement o i workers from t h e two towns. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

o n l y t h e 1921 Census g i v e s any i n f o r m a t i o n on the j o u r n e y 

t o work and a t t h i s time the c o a l i n d u s t r y was s t i l l 
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e x p e r i e n c i n g i t s post-war p r o s p e r i t y . As a r e s u l t 

o n l y 24>' of t h e eir--loyed r e s i d e n t s i n Chester l e S t r e e t 

13.D. and 28C> i n Houghton l e S p r i n g TJ.D. worked elsewhere. 

The h i g h e r employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n Chester l e S t r e e t 

are e v i d e n t f r o m the f a c t t h a t the in-movement of workers 

exceeded the out-movement ( i 4 7 ; h i g h e r ) whereas i n Houghton 

l e S p r i n g in-movement was s m a l l e r ( l $ l e s s ) . The most 

s i g n i f i c a n t , p o i n t , however, was t h e s h o r t d i s t a n c e o f t h e 

j o u r n e y t o work i n b o t h towns. 

Of those r e s i d e n t i n Chester l e S t r e e t U.D. b u t 

w o r k i n g elsewhere, 7&9» worked i n Chester R u r a l D i s t r i c t 

w h i l e 70;'- o f those w o r k i n g i n t h e Urban D i s t r i c t b u t 

r e s i d e n t elsewhere were enumerated i n t h e R u r a l D i s t r i c t . 

I n Houghton l e S p r i n g the out-movement 01 workers was 

c h i e f l y t o i t s R u r a l D i s t r i c t (A3?>), Chester R.D. (33!/'0 

and H e t t o n II.D. (3$&). The in-movement of workers was 

c h i e f l y from i t s R u r a l D i s t r i c t (71$) and H e t t o n U.D. 

An i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t i s the evidence o f a s m a l l 

but s i g n i f i c a n t employment i n Tyneside ( a b o u t 10b) of 

those r e s i d e n t i n Chester l e S t r e e t U.D. h u t w o r k i n g 

*Hote t h a t t h e urban d i s t r i c t a t t h i s t i m e was s t i l l 

t h e same s i s e as the 19th c e n t u r y t o w n s h i p . 



elsewhere - Newcastle was the c h i e f employment c e n t r e . 

There was, on the o t h e r hand, no r e c o r d e d movement of 

workers from Houghton l e S p r i n g i n t o Sunderland. The 

s i t u a t i o n was i n f a c t r e v e r s e d and Sunderland, accounted 

f o r 4f o f the i n - c o m i n g Workers i n Houghton l e S p r i n g 

U.D. - t n i s i s f u r t h e r p r o o f o f t h e p r o s p e r i t y o f the 

c o a l mines a t t h i s t i m e . Chester l e S t r e e t was a t t h i s 

t i m e l i n k e d t o Newcastle by r a i l and bus w h i l e Houghton 

l e S p r i n g was connected t o Sunderland by a, devious 

t r a m l i n e and i t appears t h a t t h e f r i c t i o n between r i v a l 

companies p r e v e n t e d a smoother and more e f f i c i e n t s e r v i c e 

a t t h i s time (see Staddon, 1964). 

I t seems c e r t a i n , however, t h a t the j o u r n e y t o work 

from Chester l e S t r e e t t o Tyneside s t a r t e d i n e a r n e s t 

a f t e r 1926. The development of Chester l e S t r e e t as a 

d o r m i t o r y town was f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e 1930's. 

The Town Guide o f 1934 s t a t e d t h a t : 

'The d e p r e s s i o n i n t h e s t a p l e i n d u s t r y s i n c e 1921 

has g r a d u a l l y f o r c e d the a u t h o r i t i e s concerned t o r e c o g n i s e 

t h a t t h e f u t u r e o f t h e town c o u l d n o t s o l e l y depend upon 

the c o a l t r a d e and the advent 01 the by-pass road has 

opened up the p o s s i b i l i t y o f d e v e l o p i n g Chester l e S t r e e t as 

*The census d i d n o t l i s t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e areas which 

a t t r a c t l e s s t h a n 2'"" o f o u t - g o i n g w o r k e r s . 



"0 

a d e s i r a b l e r e s i d e n t i a l area w i t h i n easy reach ol' 

N ewcastle, Gateshead, Sunderland and the crowded 

i n d u s t r i a l lawns o f Tyneside' , 

I t was w i t h t h i s i n mind t h a t t h e l o c a l C o u n c i l ' s 

i o k t r e e E s t a t e was o f f e r e d as b u i l d i n g s i t e s t o owner-

o c c u p i e r s i n 19?2. W i t h i n two y e a r s , 200 houses had seen 

b u i l t and. w i t h the f u r t h e r development o f t h a t and o t h e r 

e s t a t e s some JQQ more were t o be c o n s t r u c t e d i n another 

two y e a r s . 

I n Houghton l e S p r i n g t h e r e was no a p p r e c i a b l e 

development by owner-occupiers. The t o t a l o.f such houses 

b u i l t d u r i n g the i n t e r - w a r p e r i o c l ( a l l . i n t h e 1930 1 s) was 

j u s t under 100 houses. 



Ghaoter 5 

'The c h a r a c t e r of the towns c. 1939 

73y the end 01 the i n t e r - w a r p e r i o d b o t h Houghton l e 

S p r i n g and Chester l e S t r e e t had passed t h e peak of t h e i r 

development as c o a l m i n i n g c e n t r e s . I t was c l e a r t h a t 

the f u t u r e o f t h e towns c o u l d n o t depend much l o n g e r on 

c o a l m i n i n g , t h e s t a p l e i n d u s t r y o.t Chester l e S t r e e t 

f o r over 50 years and of Houghton l e S p r i n g f o r over a 

hundred y e a r s . The problem was more u r g e n t i n Chester 

l e S t r e e t t h a n i n Houghton l e S p r i n g where t h e p i t s were 

l a r g e r and more economical. On t h e o t h e r hand, Chester 

l e S t r e e t was more f a v o u r a b l y s i t u a t e d t o take advantage 

of employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n o t h e r i n d u s t r i a l a r e a s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n B i r t i e y and Tyneside. 

N e i t h e r town was f i t t e d f o r i n d u s t r i a l development 

and so t h e i r f u t u r e depended on t h e two o t h e r major f u n c t i o n s 

o f towns v i z . t h e p r o v i s i o n o f r e s i d e n t i a l and s e r v i c e 

f a c i l i t i e s . The success o f the towns i n tnese r o l e s 

depended on ( a ) t h e i r n o d a x i t y and ( b ) t h e i r a o i l i t y t o 

a d j u s t themselves t o the changing needs o f a more mobile 

and demanding p o p u l a t i o n . The r o l e s o f the two towns i n 

t h e post-war p e r i o d axe d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l i n P a r t B; 

th e growth and n a t u r e o f t h e i r townscapes are here d e s c r i b e d 



f o r t h e e f f e c t t h e y .•iisht have on the success of t h e 

towns i n t h e performance o f t h e i r t w i n r o l e s . 

At the s t a r t of the 19th c e n t u r y b o t h towns were 

s m a l l and s t i l l s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by s i t e f a c t o r s . 

'Thus Chester l e S t r e e t had shown l i t t l e l a t i t u d i n a l 

s A r e a d b u t r a t h e r an e l o n g a t e d development a i o n g t h e Grea 

N o r t h Road., the ' s t r e e t ' o f i t s name. Houghton l e 

S p r i n g was s t i l l c o n t a i n e d i n the v a x l e y where i t s 

o r i g i n a l nucleus was s i t e d . Hutcninson's d e s c r i p t i o n o f 

th e town c o n f i r m s t n i s : 

"The v i l l a g e i s hap,_.ily seated a t the head o f a 

f i n e v a l e opening towards t h e west and. s n e l t e r e d from 

t h e n o r t h and east by a c h a i n o f h i l l s ' ( H u t c h i n s o n , 

1787, V o l . l . p.558). 

The morphology of t h e towns was p a r t l y determined 

by the p e r i o d s d u r i n g which expansion t o o k p l a c e and 

p a r t l y by r e l i e f f a c t o r s . I n the 19th c e n t u r y t h e r e 

were two i m p o r t a n t p u b l i c h e a l t h a c t s which e x e r c i s e d 

some c o n t r o l on the b u i l d i n g o f houses. The f i r s t was 

i n 1648 and i n t r o d u c e d a method f o r t h e c o n t r o l o f new 

b u i l d i n g s and s t r e e t s w h i l e t h e second i n 1875 empowered 

l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s t o make by laws r e g u l a t i n g the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of houses and the spaces between them i . e . 

the d e n s i t y o f b u i l d i n g development. 



R e l i e f f a c t o r s were "lore f a v o u r a b l e t o t h e 

p h y s i c a l growth o f Chester l e S t r e e t t h a n ll o u g h t o n l e 

S p r i n g . The form e r was s i t e d i n an area which s l o p e d 

west-east towards the r i v e r Wear - the slope o f t h e l a n d 

i s a t r i g h t angles t o F r o n t S t r e e t ( f o r m e r l y t h e Great 

N o r t h Road). Houghton l e S p r i n g , on t h e o t h e r hand 

was s i t e d i n t h e c e n t r e of a s m a l l and r e l a t i v e l y enclosed 

vaj.ley - i n the o r i g i n a l va±ley 'easy' development was 

r e s t r i c t e d i n t h e n o r t h and east by r e l i e f . (See Fig.A.1J 

Houghton l e S p r i n g enjoyed i t s f i r s t 19th c e n t u r y 

growth l o n g b a f o r e Chester l e S t r e e t and b e f o r e t h e I84S 

H e a l t h A c t . The New Town was b u i l t c.1825 and 

t h e r e a f t e r development spread t o the H i l l s i d e area a d j o i n i n g 

the c o l l i e r y i . e . w i t h i n t h e 'V' formed by Sunderland 

and f i e w b o t t l e r o a d s . The r e s i d e n t i a l development o f 

t h i s t i m e was r a t h e r ug^-y and u n f o r t u n a t e (see page..35. 

f o r i m p r e s s i o n s o f t h e l a y o u t 01 t h e New Town). 

I n t h e i r r e p o r t i n t o t h e s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s or Houghton 

l e S p r i n g soon a f t e r t h e f i r s t P u b l i c H e a l t h A c t , t h e 

H e a i t n I n s p e c t o r w r o t e : 

'The town ox Houghton l e S p r i n g i s v e r y s t r a g g l i n g 

on p l a n . There i s no r e g u l a r i t y i n the l i n e of s t r e e t s 

nor i n t h e houses' ( S a n i t a r y R e p o r t , 1854, p.25). 

Chester l e S t r e e t ' s r e s i d e n t i a l growth d u r i n g t h e 



19th c e n t u r y d i d not b e g i n u n t i l about lb75» "the year o f 

f i e second, arid more i m p o r t a n t l-'ublic H e a l t h A c t . Though 

the town had a f a i r share of t e r r a c e h o u s i n g between 

t h e n and t h e f i r s t World War, the g r i d i r o n .Layout o f 

t t i y s e does n o t d e p r e c i a t e much from the p l e a s i n g aspect 

ox t h e r e s t 01 the town. The t e r r a c e d houses o f t h i s 

p e r i o d were b u i l t between the F r o n t S t r e e t and t h e r a i l w a y 

l i n e wnich was completed c, 1G68 ^see P l a t e d . ) 

One f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n of the d i s s i m i l a r i t y i n the 

development ox the two towns i n t h e 19tJ.i c e n t u r y i s t o 

be seen i n t h e movement ox the town c e n t r e i n Houghton 

l e S p r i n g . The town c e n t r e s h i f t e d from t h e old. n u c l e u s 

near t h e Market r l a e e , t o Sunderland S t r e e t ana t o a l e s s e r 

e x t e n t " e w D o t t l e S t r e e t ( e a s t s i d e ) . T h i s was d i r e c t l y 

r e l a t e d t o tri e s h i f t o f p o p u l a t i o n t o t h e E i l l s i a e 

a rea, near the c o l l i e r y - no 19th c e n t u r y development t o o k 

p l a c e a f t e r t h e Few Town i n the v a l l e y o f the o r i g i n a l 

n u c l e u s . I n c o n t r a s t t o Houghton l e S p r i n g , the town 

c e n t r e o f Chester l e S t r e e t remained i n t h e F r o n t S t r e e t 

and r e t a i n e d an rlmost complete monopoly o f the town's 

c e n t r a l p l a c e f u n c t i o n s . 

I n the i n t e r - w a r p e r i o d l o c a l a u t h o r i t y h o u s i n g 

formed t h e b u l k o f t h e r e s i d e n t i a l development ox' t h e two 



towns; t u i s was nore so i n Houghton l e S p r i n g t h a n Chester 

l e S t r e e t . I n Houghton l e S p r i n g U.D. ( p r e s e n t area) 

2,100 " o u n c i l houses were b u i l t of wnich 1,050 were i n t h e 

town; l e s s than 100 p r i v a t e houses were b u i l t , a l l o f which 

were i n the town. I n Chester l e S t r e e t TJ.D., 1,400 

c o u n c i l houses were b u i l t of wnicn 1,100 were i n t h e town; 

a s i g n i f i c a n t ^ h i g h number o f p r i v a t e houses were a l s o 

b u i l t , 550 i n a l l , a l l of wnich were i n t h e town. 

The l a y o u t o f t h e c o u n c i l e s t a t e s i n b o t h towns 

was i n t h e f a m i l i a r g e o m e t r i c p a t t e r n o i t h e i n t e r - w a r 

y e a r s . I n Chester l e S t r e e t the e s t a t e s were a l l west of 

th e r a i l w a y l i n e . These e s t a t e s were the f i r s t developments 

west of the r a i l w a y l i n e and marked a major change i n 

townscape and. urban f o r m . There were two c o u n c i l e s t a t e s : 

the - B u l l i o n E s t a t e (850 houses), s o u t h o f the Cong b u r n , 

and the South j'elaw E s t a t e (250 houses), n o r t h o i the Cong 

burn and l y i n g between t h e Newcastle ana South I elaw 

r a i l w a y l i n e s . 

I n Kcughton l e S p r i n g t h e r e were a i s o two l a r g e c o u n c i l 

e s t a t e s i n the town. The l a r g e s t was t h e Racecourse 

e s t a t e (750 houses) t o t h e s o u t h - e a s t o i t h e town; t n i s was 

th e f i r s t major r e s i d e n t i a l development o u t s i d e t h e H i l l s i a e 

a rea s i n c e t h e spread o f h o u s i n g t o t h a t area. The second 

l a r g e e s t a t e was t o t h e west of the town c e n t r e a t Burn Park 

Road (2 50 houses.). 



P r i v a t e housing- development d i d not t a k e p l a c e 

b e f o r e the 1930's i n e i t h e r town. I n C h e s t e r l e y t r e e t 

...rivate h o u s i n g deve-i-cpment took p l a c e o n l y a f t e r t h e l o c ; 

C o u n c i l had sold' some or i t s l a n d i n 1932 f o r t h i s 

p u r p o s e . The e x i s t e n c e o f a demand, f o r s u c h h o u s i n g 

was macie c l e a r by the rapid, development of the 

a r e a s - w i t n i n 5 y e a r s o v e r ^00 owner-occupied h o u s e s had 

been b u i l t . ' " r a c t i c a j J . y a l l t h e development took p l a c e 

between F r o n t S t r e e t and t h e t h e n r e c e n t l y b u i l t b y - p a s s ; 

on t h e F i c k t r e e e s t a t e ( n o r t h - e a s t ) t h e r e were about y^Q 

h o u s e s w h i l e about 150 ho u s e s were b u i l t i n t h e c e n t r e or 

the town to the e a s t o f F r o n t S t r e e t , 

I n Houghton l e S p r i n g t h e o n l y p r i v a t e h o u s i n g 

development was s o u t h of t h e R a c e c o u r s e e s t a t e . The 
were 

h o u s e s / b u i l t c h i e f l y a l o n g the l i n k r o a d between t h e 

Durham and H e t t o n r o a d s . 



S E C T I O N i 

FART B 



C h a p t e r 1 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

I n t h e post-v/ar period, trie towns have had to 

adapt t h e m s e l v e s t o i m p o r t a n t changes i n t h e economy 

o f the regiof e . The c h a n g i n g employment s t r u c t u r e 

of the r e g i o n h a s been c h a r a c t e r i s e d ' by a d e c l i n e i n 

the number 01 c o a l m i n e r s and. a r i s e i n t h e number 

employed on t r a d i n g e s t a t e s and the p o r t c o n u r b a t i o n s . 

The d e c l i n e i n coaj. m i n i n g i n a o r t h Durham h a s 

t a k e n the form o r a p r o g r e s s i v e c l o s u r e o f c o l l i e r i e s 

i n the w e s t and an e x p a n s i o n o f o p e r a t i o n s i n t h e e a s t ; 

t h e more i m p o r t a n t and l o n g - l i f e c o l l i e r i e s a r e t h o s e 

w i x h o p e r a t i o n s e x t e n d i n g out t o s e a . I'he c u n x r a c t i o n 

or employment i n the i n d u s t r y has been m a i n l y t h r o u g h 

wastage i . e . f e w e r men a r e r e c r u i t e d t h a n a r e r e t i r i n g , 

but t h e c l o s u r e s i n t n e w e s t of the c o a u ' i e i d have meant 

t h a t an i n c r e a s i n g number o f m i n e r s have been f o r c e d 

to t r a v e l to t h e l t i r g e c o l l i e r i e s o f the e a s t c o a s t . 

But d e s p i t e i u s d e c l i n e , t h e c o a l m i n i n g i n d u s t r y i s 

s t i l l t h e l a r g e s t s i n g i e employer o f l a b o u r i n t h e 

r e g i o n -

T r a d i n g e s t a t e s have grown c o n s i d e r a b l y i n t h e 

p o s t - w a r y e a r s . The Team Va-i-ley t r a d i n g e s t a t e was 

s t a r r e d i n i'937 and was t h e f i r s t of i us k i n d i n t h e 



flortn E a s t . By the outbreaK of t h e war t h e r e were 

a l r e a d y about 4>000 pe o p l e employed on trie e s t a t e ; 

i t now employe o v e r 15»000. T h e r e a r e about 40 

t r a d i n g e s t a t e s i n tne N o r t h E a s t and i r t n e s e e s t a t e s 

a r e t a k e n a s a s i n g l e c o r p o r a t e s o u r c e o i employment 

t h e y a r e s e c o n d o n l y t o c o a l m i n i n g as employers o i 

l a b o u r . 

The pore co:~nurbations of T y n e s i d e ana Wear3iae 

a r e becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o r t a n t a s employment c e n t r e s 

f o r the region.. The H a i l s h a m r e p o r t s u g g e s t e d t h a t 

p l a n n e d growth s n o u l u t a k e p l a c e i n t h e e a s t e r n h a l l 

of the r e g i o n w i t h p a r t i c u l a r e mphasis b e i n g p l a c e d on 

f a v o u r a b l e a r e a s l i k e T y n e s i a e ana V / e a r s i d e . A l s o w i t h 

t h e outward suburban spread/of t h e c o n u r b a t i o n s a l a r g e r 

a r e a i s becoming i n v o l v e d i n what c a n be termed t h e 

commuter zone. 

S i n c e t h e war n e i t h e r C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t n o r Houghton 

i e S p r i n g h a s a t t r a c t e d any i m p o r t a n t i n d u s t r i e s . One 

o f t h e p r i m a r y r o l e s o i t h e towns w i l l , t n e r e f o r e , be 

as d o r m i t o r i e s f o r the n e a r b y i n d u s t r i a l c e n t r e s , m a i n l y 

the t r a d i n g e s t a t e s and p o r t c o n u r b a t i o n s . At p r e s e n t 

t i i e r e i s a s u b s t a n t i a l out-movement of w o r k e r s from b o t h 

towns and t h e r e a r e i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h i s w i l l i n c r e a s e 

a t a f a s t e r r a t e t h a n h i t h e r t o o b s e r v e d . 



The second i m p o r t a n t r o l e o±' t n e towns i s the 
o f / s e r v i c e s 

p r o v i s i o n / l o r t h e Locjax and s u r r o u n d i n g p o p u l a t i o n s . 

The d e g r ee to whicu tjarey s u c c e e d i n t h e i r s e r v i c e r o l e 

i 3 a l s o s t r o n g i y i n f l u e n c e d by c h a n g i n g economic f a c t o r s . 

The g r e a t e r m o b i l i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n and t h e i n c r e a s i n g 

i m p o r t a n c e 01 the r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s 01 N e w c a s t l e and 

S u n d e r l a n d a r e t h e two f a c t o r s w n i c h l a r g e l y d e t e r m i n e 

the n a t u r e 01 the*''spatial) r e i a t i o n s n i p s o f t h e towns 

w i t h t h e i r h i n t e r l a n d s and t h e e x t e n t of t h e i r i n f l u e n c e . 

To some e x t e n t t h e towns a l s o a c t a s employment 

c e n t r e s . Though t h e r e a r e some m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s t r i e s 

i n both towns t h i s i s c l e a r l y t i e d up w i t h t h e i r s e r v i c e 

r o l e * S i n c e f e m a l e s a c c o u n t e d f o r 58^ of t h e t o t a l 

engaged i n r e t a i l t r a d e s i n 1961 i n G r e a t B r i t a i n a s a 

whole ( M c C l e l l a n d , 1%6 , p . 5 2 ) , i t wuuld appear t h a t 

trie t r e n d w i l l be towards a h i g h e r employment of f e m a l e s 

t h a n m ales i n t h e two towns. W i t n the i n c r e a s i n g 

employment of maies i n t h e c o n u r b a t i o n s , t r a d i n g e s t a t e s 

and c o l l i e r i e s o± t h e e a s t c o a s t , i t c o u i d w e l l mean t h a t 

i n t h e f u t u r e t h e r e w i l l be a n e t o u f f i o w of male w o r k e r s 

and a n e t i n f l o w of f e m a l e w o r k e r s . The l a t t e r , however, 

depenas on t h e s t r e n g t h of t h e s e r v i c e c e n t r e i . e . t h e 

number and range 01 s e r v i c e s t h a t i t i s a b l e to p r o v i d e . 



T i e d \ip w i t h t h e d o r m i t o r y r o l e 01 t h e towns i s the 

ouoward suburban movement or p e o p l e from T y n e s i d e / 

w e a r s i a e . D u r i n g t h e 19!?l/6i decade t h e r e wa3 v e r y 

l i t t l e movement i n t o t h e towns from t h e c o n u r b a t i o n s . 

As P i g . B . l snows t h e two towns were j u s t on t h e f r i n g e 

o f t h e suburban growth zone. W i t h i n t h e l a s t 5-6 y e a r s 

t h e towns hii,ve e x p e r i e n c e d a t y p i c a x suburban growth 

w i t h t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of s e v e r a l l a r g e p r i v a t e e s t a t e s . 

The influence o f T y n e s i d e / W e a r s i d e i s v e r y a p p a r e n t 

i n t h e new p r i v a t e e s t a t e s . 

B e c a u s e o f t h e r e l a t i v e l y sma.xl s i z e s ox' t h e towns 

t h e i r s p a t i a l r e l a t i o n s a r e m o s t l y w i t h a r e a s w i t h i n 

U o r t h Durham/Tyneside. F i g . B . 2 snows t h e o r i g i n o f 

v e h i c j . e s , c a r s and c o m m e r c i a l v e h i c l e s , w h i c h v i s i t e d 

o r t e r m i n a t e d i n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t on a sample day • 

(The o r i g i n of t h e v e h i c l e i s t h e p r e v i o u s s t o p p i n g p o i n t ) . 

Note t h a t w h i l e t h e large m a j o r i t y o f v e h i c l e s o r i g i n a t e d 

from w i t h i n a r a d i u s 01 6-8 m i l e s ox t h e towns t h e r e was 

a w i d e r c o n n e c t i o n w i t n most p a r t s of County Durham. 

A l s o of n o t e i s t h e i m p o r t a n c e ox N e w c a s t l e ana tne r e s t 

of T y n e s i d e ; t h e s e r v i c e element i s i n d i c a t e d by t h e f a c t 

t h a t h a x f t h e v e n i c x e s from t h i s a r e a were c o m m e r c i a l 

v e h i c l e s . 

* D a t a e x t r a c t e d from r i l e s k e p t by t h e County P l a n n i n g 

O f f i c e . The sample day was i n . December 1962. 

http://vehicj.es
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I n the f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r s of p a r t B, t h e towns 

a r e c o n s i d e r e d under t h r e e broad h e a d i n g s : 

(,a) Employment 

( b j D o r m i t o r y s t a t u s 

( c ) S p here of I n f l u e n c e 

Throughout t h e c h a p t e r s the emphasis i s on t h e 

s p a t i a l i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e towns and trie w i d e r 

u r b a n complex of N o r t h Durham/Tyneside. I t i s e s s e n t i a l l y 

a f u n c t i o n a l s t u d y of t h e towns as i n t e g r a l u n i t s 

^ i n an i n t e r a c t i n g economic r e g i o n . R e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e 

e m p h a sis, t h e r e f o r e , h a s been p l a c e d on t h e i n t e r n a l 

s t r u c t u r e e x c e p t where c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s have had a 

d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e on t h e f u n c t i o n s performed by t h e 

towns. 
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C h a p t e r 2 

Employment 

I n e x a m i n i n g employment i n t h e two towns t h e emphasis 

i s f i r s t on the t y p e s of j o b s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e towns and 

t h e changes i n t h e i r employment s t r u c t u r e s i n c e t h e war. 

Dependent on t h e t y p e and number of j o b s a v a i l a b l e i n 

t h e towns i s t h e e x t e n t of t h e i n and out movement of 

w o r k e r s ; t h e s e movements a r e n e x t a n a l y s e d . f i n a l l y the 

w o r k p l a c e s of employed r e s i d e n t s of t h e towns a r e d e s c r i b e d ; 

i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e w o r k p l a c e s of t h e r e s i d e n t s was 

o b t a i n e d from an e x a m i n a t i o n of c e r t a i n groups o f w o r k e r s : 

y o u t h s , c o a l miners, and c o u n c i l and p r i v a t e e s t a t e d w e l l e r s . 

Employment S t r u c t u r e 

Employment s t a t i s t i c s a r e a t p r e s e n t a v a i l a b l e o n l y f o r 

t h e Employment E x c h a n g e s of t h e two towns ( l a t e s t a v a i l a b l e 

f i g u r e s a r e f o r June 1964J. The Employment E x c h a n g e s of 

botn towns a r e more e x t e n s i v e t h a n t h e i r Urban d i s t r i c t s ; -

i n c l u d e d i n t h e C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t E . E . a r e e i g h t p a r i s h e s 

i n i t s r u r a l d i s t r i c t v i z . Edmondsley, Gt.Lumley, L t . L u m l e y , 

liambtom, m e l t o n , S a c r i s t o n and W a i d r i d g e ; i n c l u d e d i n t h e 

Houghton l e S p r i n g E . E . a t e t h e whole of H e t t o n U.D. and t h e 

Burnmoor and S o u t h B i a d i c k p a r i s h e s of C h e s t e r R.D. The 

t o t a i p o p u l a t i o n i n ijbi of t h e C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t E . E . was 



36,764 and or the Houghton; l e s p r i n g E . E . , 52,254. The 

1951 C e n s u s was the l a s t t o g i v e any i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e 

o c c u p a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e o f the u r b a n d i s t r i c t s ( s e e T a b l e 

B.27 i n t h e A p p e n d i x ) . The I 9 6 l c e n s u s was based on a 

10?& sample and both towns were c o n s i d e r e d too s m a l l t o 

a l l o w d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s o f o c c u p a t i o n s . 

I n t h e towns 01 tioughton l e S p r i n g and C h e s t e r l e 

S t r e e t employment i s m a i n l y i n t h e s e r v i c e i n d u s t r i e s , 

t r a d e s and p r o i e s s i o n s . N o t a b l e e x c e p t i o n s a r e the 

Rodney D r e s s e s f a c t o r y i n C h e s t e r l e s t r e e t ( e m p l o y i n g ' 

o v e r 400 women) and the Houghton C o l l i e r y ( e m p l o y i n g 

o v e r 400 men).In t h e r e m a i n i n g p a r t s of C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t 

U.D. employment i s m a i n l y i n c o a l m i n i n g a t C h e s t e r Moor 

and P e i t o n P e l l c o l l i e r i e s . I n t h e r e s t 01 Houghton l e 

S p r i n g U.D. t h e r e a r e t h e H e r r i n g t o n c o l l i e r y and t h e 

F e n c e Houses t r a d i n g e s t a t e . I n t h e r e s t of t h e C h e s t e r 

l e S t r e e t and Houghton i e S p r i n g E x c h a n g e s ( i . e . o u t s i d e 

the U.D.'s) employment i s c n i e f l y i n c o a i m i n i n g . 

T a b l e B . l i n d i c a t e s t h a t c o a l m i n i n g was by f a r t h e 

most i m p o r t a n t male o c c u p a t i o n i n bo t h E x c h a n g e s , 337° 
o f o c c u p i e d males i n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t ' s and 3bfo i n Houghton 

l e S p r i n g ' s . The lower p r o p o r t i o n f o r C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t i s 

l a r g e l y b e c a u s e p i t c l o s u r e s i n t h e a r e a have i n c r e a s i n g l y 

* F o t e t h a t t h i s c o l l i e r y was c l o s e d down i n 1965-



Table B . l 

Employment Exchanges 

Chester l e S t r e e t Houghton l e Spring 
Males 
% 

Females 
% 

T o t a l Males 
% 

Females 
% 

Tot a l 
% 

A g r i c u l t u r e 1.7 1.1 1.6 1.6 1.2 1.5 

Mining 3 2 . 5 0 . 4 2 2 . 4 5 5 . 8 4 . 0 4 3 . 1 

Manufacturing 8 . 3 I 8 . 5 11.5 7 . 4 2 6 . 8 12 .1 

B u i l d i n g & C i v i l 
E n g i n e e r i n g 

17.9 0 . 7 12 .5 12 .1 1 .2 9 . 4 

Transport & Comm. 9 .7 3 .7 ' 7 . 8 5 . 4 2 . 5 4 . 6 

D i s t r i b u t i v e Trades 8 . 3 2 7 . 5 14 .3 4 . 9 24 .7 9 . 8 

Prof.& S c i e n t i f i c 
s e r v i c e s 10.1 25 .1 14 . 8 8 . 0 19 .6 10 .9 

Others 11 .5 2 3 . 0 15 .1 4 . 8 2 0 . 0 8 . 6 

TOTAL WORKERS 7 i 2 6 2 3 ,309 10,571 11,283 3 ,670 14 , 953 

f o r c e d t h e r e s i d e n t m i n e r s to t r a v e l to p i t s o u t s i d e t h e Ex c h a n g e . 

6n t h e o t h e r hand, v e r y few p i t s have been c l o s e d i n t h e Houghton 

l e S p r i n g Exchange and the r e s i d e n t m i n e r s haiffe c o n t i n u e d to be 

employed l o c a l l y . . F o r i n s t a n c e , n a i f o f t h e m i n e r s r e s i d e n t i n 

t h e town o f C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t work o u t s i d e i t s Employment Exchange 

w h i l e f o r t h e town of Houghton l e S p r i n g t h e p r o p o r t i o n i s l e s s t h a n 

a q u a r t e r . . 



o o 

E x c l u d i n g m i n e r s t h e C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t exchange 

showed a r e l a t i v e l y h i g h e r l e v e l of male employment t h a n 

Houghton l e S p r i n g . T h i s i s c l e a r l y a r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e 

r e l a t i v e s t r e n g t h of the towns a s s e r v i c e c e n t r e s ; C h e s t e r 

l e S t r e e t w i t h i t s w i d e r r a n g e o f s e r v i c e s i s a b l e t o 

employ a l a r g e r number o f men t h a n Houghton l e S p r i n g . 

Houghton l e S p r i n g h as a l s o t r a d i t i o n a l l y oif'ered f e w e r 

employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r women t h a n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t 

and so o c c u p i e d f e m a l e s formed o n l y 24fo o f t h e t o t a l o c c u p i e d 

p o p u l a t i o n i n i t s exchange compared t o Jl/o i n C h e s t e r l e 

S t r e e t ' s . xhe 1951 and 1961 c e n s u s e s showed much t h e 

same d i f f e r e n c e s between t h e u r b a n d i s t r i c t s . 

F e male employment i s g e n e r a l l y i n _ t h e s e r v i c e i n d u s t r i e s 

and l i g h t m a n u f a c t u r e r s . I n bot h E x c h a n g e s women outnumber 

men i n t h r e e s e r v i c e g r oups: d i s t r i b u t i v e t r a d e s , p r o f e s s i o n a l 

and s c i e n t i f i c s e r v i c e s and m i s c e l l a n e o u s s e r v i c e s ( c a t e r i n g 

e t c . ) . I n T a b l e B , I t h e f o u r s e r v i c e groups (rows 5 - 8 ) 

a c c o u n t f o r bffo of employed women i n Houghton l e S p r i n g 

E . E . and 797° i n C h e s t e r le S t r e e t E . E . The l o w e r employment 

i n s e r v i c e s i n Houghton l e S p r i n g i s p a r t l y a consequence 

o f f e w e r j o b s but m o s t l y b e c a u s e o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g group;. (27l/o). M a n u f a c t u r i n g i s t h e o n l y 

group i n wh i c h the number 01 f e m a i e s employed i n t h e Houghton 

l e S p r i n g E . E . e x c e e d s t h a t of t h e C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t E . E ; t h i s 

i s b e c a u s e 01 t h e c l o s u r e 01 t h e s t a g C o n f e c t i o n e r y works i n 



C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t and the p r e s e n c e ox t h e F e n c e n o u s e s 

t r a d i n g e s t a t e i n Houghton l e S p r i n g E . E . 

S i n c e t h e Second World War t h e most i m p o r t a n t change 

i n t h e employment s t r u c t u r e o f Houghton i e S p r i n g and 

C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t h a s been t h e d e c l i n e i n c o a i m i n i n g . 

I n both towns t h e r e h a s been a d e c l i n e i n t h e number of 

r e s i d e n t c o a i m i n e r s a s w e l l a s i n t h e number employed 

a t the l o c a l p i t s . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e number o f c o a l 

m i n e r s employed i n t h e C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t E . E . h a s been 

more t h a n h a l v e d o v e r the l a s t l p y e a r s , rrom 5,940 t o 

2,360 (1949/64). 

I n both C h e s t e r l e s t r e e t and Houghton l e S p r i n g 

U.D.'s there' h a s been a s i g n i i i c a n t a d d i t i o n o f fe m a l e 

employment s i n c e t h e war* T h i s i s p a r t l y due t o t h e 

i n c r e a s i n g p e r c e n t a g e 01 l e m a l e s engaged i n . t h e s e r v i c e 

t r a d e s and p a r t l y due to tne addaution - o f f a c t o r i e s 

s p e c i a l i s i n g i n f e m a l e l a b o u r . I n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t , 

however, t h e s u c c e s s of t h e Rodney D r e s s e s f a c t o r y was t o 

some e x t e n t n e u t r a l i z e d by t h e c l o s u r e of t h e S t a g 

C o n f e c t i o n e r y Works, e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e 19 oh c e n t u r y and f o r 

axmost 75 y e a r s t h e town's l a r g e s t s i n g l e employer o f fe m a l e 

l a b o u r . I n noughton l e S p r i n g U.D. m e r e a a s been t h e 

s u c c e s s f u l e s t a b l i s h m e n t ( i n 1947) and growth of a t r a d i n g 



e s t a t e at Fence Houses. The e s t a t e has a t o t a l acreage 

of 23.7 a c r e s of which 16.4 have been b u i l t on or are 

committed (September i9t>6). By 1961 the numbers employed 

on the e s t a t e were 260 males and 621 females. The 

e s t a t e has continued to grow and t h i s has e s p e c i a l l y 

been the case f o r femaies, the m a j o r i t y of wnom are 

employed i n the l i g h t manufacturing i n d u s t r i e s of the 

e s t a t e . I n September 1966 employment on the e s t a t e 

had r i s e n to 283 males and 763 females. 

I n and out-movement of workers 

The 1961 census showed that i n both Chester l e 

S t r e e t TJ.D. and Houghton l e Spring U.D. there was a net 

i o s s of workeos to other a r e a s . The percentage of the 

economically a c t i v e r e s i d e n t s employed elsewhere i s almost 

the same f o r both urban d i s t r i c t s , 45?° i n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t 

and 42^0 i n Houghton l e Spring. There i s , on the other 

hand, a s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e i n the in-movement of 

workers; i n Chester l e S t r e e t A-Ofo of those employed l o c a l l y 

v/ere r e s i d e n t elsewhere but only 20> of those employed i n 

Houghton l e Spring. 

The job r a t i o s ( i . e . employment i n the area as a 

percentage of r e s i d e n t s i n employment) of the towns summarise 

the inward/outward movement of workers and demonstrate the 
* Of the f i v e f a c t o r i e s on the e s t a t e two manufacture 

c l o t h e s , one cosmetics, one s u i t c a s e s , and one wood-



s u p e r i o r i t y or C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t a s an employment c e n t r e . 

I n 196l> #he j o b r a t i o o f a l l w o r k e r s i n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t 

was 9lf> and i n Houghton l e S p r i n g , 7&/o, C h e s t e r l e 

S t r e e t had a h i g h e r j o b r a t i o f o r b o t h males and f e m a l e s 

but a markedxy h i g h e r one f o r f e m a l e s ; t h e f e m a l e r a t i o 

was TL'y/o i n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t but o n l y S'JJo i n Houghton-

l e S primg ( s e e T a b l e B.28 i n t h e A p p e n d i x ] , 

I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t o f f e r s more 

employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a n does Houghton l e S p r i n g . 

I n 1961, o c c u p i e d f e m a l e s formed 52.670 of t h e t o t a l 

o c c u p i e d p o p u l a t i o n w o r k i n g i n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t U.D. and 

27.5% i n t h e whole of County Durham. The s i t u a t i o n i n 

Houghton l e S p r i n g h a s been somewhat improved by t h e 

s u c c e s s o f t h e Pence Houses t r a d i n g e s t a t e but t h e r e i s a 

l i m i t e d r a n g e of j o b s a v a i l a b l e f o r women a t t h e s e f a c t o r i e s 

and t h o s e s e e k i n g j o b s i n commerce a r e u s u a l l y f o r c e d t o 

s e e k employment o u x s i d e the u r b a n d i s t r i c t ( s e e 'Youth 

Employment' page 99 ) . 

Not o n l y a r e t h e r e more j'ob o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r f e m a l e s 
r 

i n C h e s t e r j l e S t r e e t but t h e r e a p p e a r s t o be a h i g h e r 

employment r a t e among t h e fe m a l e r e s i d e n t s . F o r i n s t a n c e , 

i n I 9 6 I o c c u p i e d f e m a l e s formed 26.3^ of t h e t o t a l o c c u p i e d 

r e s i d e n t s o f C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t U.D. but 24.37" i n Houghton 

l e S p r i n g U.D. ( i n 1951 t h e r e was a 2.9% d i f f e r e n c e between 



t h e towns,). The 'stay-at-home' w i f e i s s t i l l common i n 

m i n i n g h o u s e h o l d s ; f o r i n s t a n c e , of t h e 43 m i n i n g h o u s e h o l d s 

i n t e r v i e w e d on t h e c o u n c i l e s t a t e i n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t none 

had a w o r k i n g w i r e ( n o t e t h a t the m i n i n g h o u s e h o l d s on t h i s 

e s t a t e may not have been r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f a l l raining 

h o u s e h o l d s i . e . t h e w i v e s may have been o l d e r ) , Houghton 

l e S p r i n g has a h i g h e r p e r c e n t a g e of m i n i n g h o u s e h o l d s and 

a l s o a l o w e r s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s t a t u s than C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t . 

T h e r e was v e r y l i t t l e change i n t h e r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n 

of the two towns between 1951 and 1961 ( s e e T a b l e B..28 i n 

t h e A p p e n d i x ) . T h e r e was g e n e r a l l y a f a l l i n the j o b 

r a t i o - f o r b o t h m a l e s and f e m a l e s . I n Houghton ke S p r i n g , 

however, t h e r e was a r i s e i n the male j o b r a t i o . The male 

j o b r a t i o r o s e from 69?'o i n 1951 "to 8 0 % i n 1961; t h i s was 

the r e s u l t of a s l i g h t f a l l i n t h e out-movement 01 w o r k e r s 

b u t m o s t l y b e c a u s e of a r i s e i n t h e in-mdvement of w o r k e r s . 

I t i s d i n i c u l t to a c c o u n t f o r t h i s u n u s u a l t r e n d s i n c e t h e r e 

h a s been no o b v i o u s a d d i t i o n o f maie employment i n t h e u r b a n 

d i s t r i c t . . The 1961 c e n s u s g i v e s no d e t a i l on t h e o c c u p a t i o n a l 

s t r u c t u r e of t h e u r b a n d i s t r i c t so t h a t one h a s to assume 

t h a t t h e e x c e p t i o n a l r i s e h a s been c a u s e d by e i t h e r t h e 

s a m p l i n g e r r o r o f t h e i 9 6 i c e n s u s or a d v e n t i t i o u s bux temporary 

employment a t t h i s p e r i o d e.g. t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y . 



In-movement oi' w o r k e r s 

The t o t a l number oi' w o r k e r s t r a v e l l i n g i n t o C h e s t e r 

l e S t r e e t U.D. i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2,800 and i n t o Houghton 

l e S p r i n g U.D. approximately 2,200 ( f i g u r e s a r e b a s e d on t h e 

lOjfc sample of tne l 9 b i c e n s u s ) . I n 1951 t h e t o t a l s were 

3,170 and i,7I° r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t i s c o m p l e t e l y s u r r o u n d e d by i t s 

r u r a l d i s t r i c t w h i c h l i e s r o u g h l y w i t h i n a 3-mile r a d i u s 

o f t h e town c e n t r e . I n 1961 of t h o s e w o r k i n g i n t h e town 

but r e s i d e n t e l s e w h e r e , 60fo of t h e males and 72?& of the 

f e m a l e s were enumerated i n the r u r a l d i s t r i c t , no o t h e r 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s t r i c t a c c o u n t e d f o r as much a s 10^>. 

Houghton l e S p r i n g U.D. was t h e n e x t most i m p o r t a n t d i s t r i c t 

f o r w o r k e r s t r a v e l l i n g t o C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t ; i t a c c o u n t e d 

f o r 5/o of t h e males and 9% of t h e f e m a l e s who were r e s i d e n t 

e l s e w h e r e . Between 1951 and 1961 t h e o n l y s i g n i f i c a n t 

changes were i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t w o r k e r s 

who were r e s i d e n t i n the r u r a i d i s t r i c t ( s e e T a b l e B..29 i n 

the A p p e n d i x ) ; t h e r e was an i n c r e a s e i n t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f 

f e m a l e s a t t r a c t e d from t h i s a r e a and a d e c r e a s e i n the 

p e r c e n t a g e o f m a l e s . 

An a n a l y s i s o f the a d d r e s s e s of women employed a t 

Rodney D r e s s e s i n C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t showed t h a t of t h e 4I1. 

women employed, 67% l i v e d o u t s i d e t h e ur b a n d i s t r i c t . 



T h i s i s higher than the 1961 census f i g u r e (50?° for females),, 

but the high percentage i s to be expected from t h i s type 

of business wnich s p e c i a l i z e s i n female labour and seems 

to be always i n need of workers; there i s a la r g e and 

permanent neon sigrc a d v e r t i s i n g v a c a n c i e s f o r women. Of 

the women employed a t the f a c t o r y but r e s i d e n t outside the 

urban d i s t r i c t b'lp l i v e d i n Chester R.D, \2a/o i n Durham 

R.D. and 10% i n Houghton l e bprirag U..D. (see a l s o F i g . B . 5 ( a ) ) . 

Before a n a l y s i n g the movement; of workers i n t o 

Houghton l e Spring i x i s necessary to question the r e l i a b i l i t y 

that can be placed on the relevant data i n the J.961 census. 

I n tne case 01 female workers r e s i d e n t elsewhere the 

sample i s only 48 and for male workers i t i s 173• The 

discrepancy between the 1951 and 1 9 b l censuses concerns 

Hettora U.D.(see Table i n the Appendix). I n 1951> 

3870 of the maie workers and 49/*' of the female workers 

r e s i d e n t elsewhere l i v e d i n riett'on U.D., I n 1961, the 

comparable f i g u r e s were 3/<> and %c/o respectively.- These 

appears to be no accountable reason f o r such a dramatic 

change, except the sampling e r r o r . For i n s t a n c e , an 

a n a l y s i s of the addresses of miners employed at the two 

c o l l i e r i e s i n Houghton l e Spring TJ.D. (mid-1964) r e v e a l e d 

that 168 men i i v e d i n hetton. U.D. and tnese formed 38?4> of 

those who l i v e d outside the urban d i s t r i c t . I t i s a l s o l i k e l y 



that c o a l mining would have accounted f o r about one-

t h i r d 01 employed males i n Houghton l e Spring U.D. i n 1961. 

I n f a c t the origin, of miners employed i n the urban 

d i s t r i c t (mid-1964) compares favourably witn tne 195-1-

c e n s u s . The only s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e i s that f o r 

Sunderland, 309fa of miners r e s i d e n t elsewhere hut only 

I670 of maies r e s i d e n t elsewhere i n 1951. I t i s not, 

of course, p o s s i b l e to e x p l a i n t h i s d i f f e r e n c e though i t 

i s l i k e i y t h a t mining would he "che c h i e f employment i n 

Houghton l e Spring ox those who t r a v e l from Sunderland; 

the o v e r a l l percenxage f o r a i l occupations would, t h e r e f o r e , 

he reduced. For i n s t a n c e , a i l 134 o f the miners r e s i d e n t 

i n Sunderland worked at the Herrington c o l l i e r y which i s 

b a r e l y two miles from the outer housing e s t a t e s i n Sunderland, 

(see a l s o Pig.B.3(h) showing the residence of miners 

employed in. Houghton l e Spring U.D. ) 

Out-movement o f workers 

I n add'ixion to the employment opportunixies a v a i l a b l e 

w i t h i n tne urban d i s t r i c t s , there are s e v e r a l employment 

c e n t r e s w i t h i n easy reacn of the towns, ianployment outside 

tne d i s t r i c t s i s concentrated a t : 

( a ) C o l l i e r i e s 

(b) Trading e s t a t e s 



Chester i e S t r e e t i s w i t n i n eas^ reach 01 two 

large estates, B i r t i e y / B a r l e y Mow (2 miles) and Team 

V a l l e y (7 miles) as w e l l as several smaller estates i n 

Tyneside. Houghton l e Spring i s near to the large estates 

of Sunderland e.g. Pailioxx. 

^c) The port conurbations. The commercial centres 

of Tyneside and Wearside are becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y important 

and accessible. Chester l e Street i s only 8-9 miles from 

Newcastle/Gateshead while Houghton l e Spring i s 5-6 miles 

from the centre of Sunderland. 

I n Chester i e S t reet TJ.-D. i n 1961, 4 5 % of occupied 

males and 437° of occupied females worked elsewhere. The 

c h i e f employment centres were in. the r u r a l d i s t r i c t which 

accounted f o r 52^> of the males and ~j>Qfo of the females who 

worked elsewhere. Newcastle was the next most important' 

centre and a t t r a c t e d 13y° of the men and 22?/o o i the women 

who worked eisewnere; Gateshead (includes Team Ta-i-ley 

t r a d i n g estate) a t t r a c t e d lOty'o of" tne men and 16% of the 

women. 

There was l i t t l e o v e r a l l change i n the journey t o 

work p a t t e r n during tne previous i n t e r c e n s a l period; though 

there were small changes i n the percentage employed a t 

p a r t i c u l a r centres. I n male employment tnere was a small 

drop i n the percentage working i n the Chester R.D. (^possibly 



because 01 the decline i n coax mining) ana a small r i s e i n . 

the percentage working i n Newcastle ana Gateshead. Female 

employment showed e x a c t l y the reverse trend and there was 

an increase i n the number employed i n Chester K..D. and a 

decrease i n employment i n Newcastle and Gateshead. This 

may be because 01 increased employment i n the B i r t i e y / 

Barley Mow estate or simply a sampling v a r i a t i o n (the 

sample included only 87 women who worked elsevrhere). 

A t r a f f i c survey c a r r i e d out in. May 1963 by the County 

Planning O f f i c e i n d i c a t e d the o r i e n t a t i o n of Chester l e 

S t r eet t o employment centres along the A . l ana to the east" 

of i t (the growth area of the Hailsham Report). Note t h a t 

questionnaires were d i s t r i b u t e d only t o householas w i t n i n 

the o l d p a r t of the town i . e . east of the r a i l w a y l i n e and 

south of' the Gong Burn. At l e a s t 54f° of a l l journeys 

were d i r e c t l y n o r t h , towards M r t l e y / B a r l e y Mow, Team Valiey, 

Newcastle and the r e s t or Tyneside. A f u r t h e r lOyb were i n 

a n o r t h - e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n ( a l s o a l i n k road to the A . l ) ; 

22^0 were i n an e a s t e r l y or southerly d i r e c t i o n while only 

14% were to areas west of the town. This p a t t e r n of movement 

i s not l i k e l y to be d i f f e r e n t to t h a t generated by the c o u n c i l 

estates outside the survey zone, though i t i s l i k e l y t h a t on 

the p r i v a t e estates there w i l i be a greater movement to the 

nor t h 01 the town and a smaller movement t o the west. 



I n Houghton l e Spring U.D. 4O/0 of occupied males i n 

1961 and 50^o of occupied females worked outside the urban 

d i s t r i c t . Compared to Chester l e Street there was a smaller 

percentage 01 males working elsewhere and a higher percentage 

of females. The higher male employment w i t h i n Houghton 

l e Spring U.D. was because of the f l o u r i s h i n g s t a t e of 

the l o c a l c o l l i e r i e s while the lower female employment was 

mostly a r e s u l t of fewer service jobs. 

Of the occupied maies working elsewhere, 2y/o worked 

i n Chester R.D. , l7/'<> i n Sunderland, i'y/o i n Hettun U.D. and 

iÔ b i n Washington U.D; except f o r those working i n Sunderland 

tiie m a j o r i t y of these workers were probably miners. 

Compared to 1951 there was a sharp drop i n the percentage 

working i n Chester R.D. ( 3 9 > i n i 9 5 i ) and an increase i n the 

percentage working i n Sunderland {12yo i n the decrease 

i n Chester R.D. can be a t t r i b u t e d to the decline of coal 

mining i n t h a t area. 

Sunderland was by f a r the most important centre 

f o r females who worked elsewhere, 54'/» i n 1961. This was a 

marked increase over tne 1 9 5 i f i g u r e 01 53>7°. 'l'he only 

other important employment centre f o r women i n I 9 b l was 

Washington U.D. (147°J but l i k e a i l other centres ^excluding 

Sunderland) i t a t t r a c t e d a lower percentage of workers than 

i n 1951. 



Coal miners 

I n s p i t e oi' the steady decline i n the number employed 

i n the i n d u s t r y , coax mining i s s t i i l the most important, 

male occupation i n both urban d i s t r i c t s . Approximately 

o n e - f i i t h 01 occupied males resident i n Chester l e Street 

U.D. and on e - t h i r d i n Houghton l e Spring U.D. are coax 

miners . I n 1951 the comparable f i g u r e s were 40?° f o r 

Houghton l e Spring and 32^ f o r Chester l e S t r e e t . 

A concomitant of the N.C.B."s p o l i c y of c l o s i n g down 

the less economic mines has been the growing number oi 

miners t h a t are forced to t r a v e l an increased distance to 

work. The survey i n 1964 showed t h a t t h i s was p a r t i c u l a r l y 

evident i n Chester l e Street TJ.D. where there had been a 

recent closure of one of i t s c o l l i e r i e s (.South Felaw, Jan, 

1964) and d e c l i n i n g employment i n the remaining two 

c o l l i e r i e s ( o f these Helton F e l l was subsequentxy closed i n 

earxy 19&5). Thus 72fo of coax miners r e s i d e n t i n Chester 

l e Street U.D. worked exsewhere compared to 4 0 ^ of those i n 

Houghton l e Spring U.D. Fig.B.4 shows the workplaces of miners 

resident i n Chester l e Street U.D. and Houghton l e Spring 

U.D-

* These estimates are based on data obtained i n a survey 

of a l l c o l l i e r i e s i n County Durham during 1964. The 

survey was c a r r i e d out by R.E.iiebden of Bede College, 

Durham. 
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Table B.2 

COAL MINERS 

Workplace of Chester l e S t r e e t U.D. miners 

A l l Miners Working o u t s i d e U.D. 

% % 

C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t U.D. 28.1 

Che s t e r l e S t r e e t R.D. 42.6 59.2 

Sunderland C.B. 6.5 9.0 

S t a n l e y U.D. 4.7 6.6 

Houghton l e Spring U.D. 1.2 1.7 

Washington U.D. 1.8 2.4 

Durham R.D. 1.0 1.5 

Rest of Co. Durham 14.2 19.7 

TOTAL [IK>% 1142 821 

Of the Chester l e Street miners working outside the 

urban d i s t r i c t , 59% worked i n nine c o l l i e r i e s of i t s r u r a l 

d i s t r i c t . The closure of the South Pelaw c o l l i e r y had r e s u l t e d 

i n the mass t r a n s f e r of miners to two of the large coastal 

c o l l i e r i e s , wearmouth ^Sunderland") and westoe (South S h i e l d s ) ; 

together these two c o l l i e r i e s employed 23% o i the miners wno 

worked elsewhere. Craghead (Stanley U.D.) was the only other 

c o l l i e r y employing a s i g n i f i c a n t number of Chester l e Street 

miners. See Table B.2.-
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Table B.3 

Workplace of Houghton l e Spring U.D. c o a l miners 

A l l Miners Working ou t s i d e U.D. 
% % 

Houghton l e Spring U.D. 59.9 

Che s t e r l e S t r e e t R.D. 17.2 42.8 

Hetton U.D. 7.7 19.2 

Sunderland R.D. 7-7 19.2 

Washington R.D. 3.2 8.1 

Durham R.D. 1.0 2.5 

Ea s i n g t o n R.D. 1.3 3.2 

Rest of County Durham 2.0 5*0 

TOTAL 2917 1170 

The m a j o r i t y of the miners r e s i d e n t i n Houghton i e 

Spring UiD. are employed i n the .Large c o l l i e r i e s i n the immediate 

area. Of those who worked eisewhere f o u r - f i f t h s are employed 

i n four nearby c o l l i e r i e s , Harraton and .bumley 6th (Chester 

R.D.) Eppleton (Hetton 1T..D.) and Si l k s w o r t h (Sunderland R.D. ). 

Chester R.D. a t t r a c t e d 437° of such miners and Hetton. U.D. and 

Sunderiand R.D. each a t t r a c t e d 197°. Glebe c o l l i e r y (Washington 

U.D.) was the only other s i g n i f i c a n t employer of Houghton 

l e Spring miners. See Table "8.3. 



l o u t h employment 

Information on youuh employment was obtained f o r each 

education d i s t r i c t f o r the year October 1962/63. I n each 

case tne education d i s t r i c t extended beyond the urban d i s t r i c t ; 

Chester l e Street U.D. andR.D. comprised one d i s t r i c t while 

the Houghton l e Spring d i s t r i c t was made up of the two 

a d d i t i o n a l urban d i s t r i c t s of Washington and Hetton. JUmpioyment 

s t a t i s t i c s are normally broken down i n t o ' l o c a l ' (education 

d i s t r i c t ) and 'other' areas. I n the case 01 Houghton l e 

Spring, the area covered by the education d i s t r i c t was 

considered unsuitable f o r any meaningful analysis and i t was 

decided to e x t r a c t the re q u i r e d i n f o r m a t i o n from the a c t u a l 

f i l e s f o r a smaller area; the i n f o r m a t i o n was l i m i t e d t o those 

youths who were re s i d e n t i n Houghton l e Spring U.D. Data 

on the two d i s t r i c t s are, t h e r e f o r e , not comparable. I t i s 

important t o po i n t out t h a t the youths d e a l t w i t h by the 

Youth Jiimployment Bureau are normally from Secondary Modern 

Schools; Grammar School leavers form about Vf/o of those 

inciuaed i n t h i s survey. 

I n the Chester l e Street Education D i s t r i c t , 9 I f i of g i n s 

obtained employment i n the ' l o c a l ' area. From i n f o r m a t i o n 

a v a i l a b l e i t would appear t h a t Chester l e St r e e t ana B i r t l e y / 

Bariey Mow accounted f o r nearly a i l the l o c a l l y employed g i n s . 
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Chester l e Street probably employed at l e a s t t w o - t h i r d s 

of the l o c a l l y employed g i r l s ; 34% of whom were employed ax 

Rodney Dresses, a f u r t h e r y±y/o as shop a s s i s t a n t s and 12?o 

as c l e r k s ; the large m a j o r i t y of the shop a s s i s t a n t s and 

c l e r k s would have been employed i n Chester l e s t r e e t . 

Employment outside the ' l o c a l ' area was very small {' W°) 

and was mostly i n Team V a l l e y . 

Although 87fo of boys found employment i n the ' l o c a l * 

area there was less concentration of employment i n Chester 

l e Street and i i i r t l e y / B a r l e y Mow. This was mainly because 

of the large number of apprentice miners \22"/o) but also 

because of the many ubiquitous "trades entered i n t o by 

boys e.g. labourers (167&) and numerous b r i c k l a y e r s , 

p a i n t e r s etc. 

I n Houghton l e Spring U.D. the m a j o r i t y of youths 

found employment within- the urban d i s t r i c t . Of the 361 

boys and g i r l s r e s i dent i n the urban d i s t r i c t , 56"'o found 

employment i n the urban d i s t r i c t ( c f . 58% of a l l occupied 

residents i n 1961 census). The percentage of g i r l s working 

l o c a l l y (597°) was higher than t h a t or boys ( 5 2 > ) . 

Table B.4 showsthat whereas boys found employment 

over a wide area, employment f o r g i r l s was concentrated at 

a few places; t h i s i s mostly because of di f f e r e n c e s i n the 
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Table B.4 

Houghton l e Spring U.D. Youth employment 

Workplace 

Houghton l e Spring U.D. 

^Houghton l e Spring) 

(i?'ence Houses) 

Sunderiand C.B.­

Newcastle C.B. 

Washington U.D. 

Other areas 

'i'OTAli occupied 

Boys G i r l s T o t a l 

52.3 59.2 

( 1 7 . i ) ( 1 9 . 6 ) ( 1 8 . 3 ) 

( 8.8) ( 3 4 . 6 ) ( 2 1 . 6 ) 

15.9 25.2 20.4 

i . l 2.2 i . T 

9.9 5.0 7-5 

20.9 8.4 i 4 . 7 

182 - i 7 9 3 6 i 

type o i employment entered i n t o "by boys and g i r l s . The 

ch i e f occupations of g i r l s , i n order of importance, were: 

machinists ^usually i n c l o t h i n g f a c t o r i e s ) , shop a s s i s t a n t s 

and c l e r k s . The occupations taken up toy boys were of a 

much wider range and included apprenticeships i n mining and 

s k i l l e d trades as w e l l as u n s k i l l e d jobs l i k e l abouring. 

Employment f o r g i r l s was mainly at three centres : 

Fence Houses, Sunderland and the town of Houghton l e Spring 

( i . e . main b u i l t - u p area); together these three centres 

employed 80fi> of the g i r l s but only 42^> of the boys. The 

sc a t t e r of male jobs i s brought out by the percentage employed 

i n Houghton l e Spring U.D. but outside Fence Houses and the 



town of Houghton i e Spring, 26fo of the boys but only 

5/o of the g i r l s . 

Employment w i t h i n the urban d i s t r i c t was mainly at 

Fence Houses and Houghton l e Spring. Employment at 

Fence Houses i s c h i e f i y i n the t r a d i n g estate where the 

m a j o r i t y of jobs are f o r g i r l s ; thus 3 5 ^ of the g i r l s 

obtained employment there compared to only 9y° of the boys. 

The presence and success of the t r a d i n g estate are 

undoubtedly strong f a c t o r s h e l p i n g to c o r r e c t the imbalance 

i n the male dominant employment s t r u c t u r e of the urban 

d i s t r i c t . The town of Houghton l e Spring i s not a strong 

employment centre and employed only Y]"/o of the boys and 

20/& of the g i r l s r e s ident i n the urban d i s t r i c t . The 

small shopping centre and few commercial establishments are 

unable t o a t t r a c t a large number of workers-, f o r instance, 

of those r e s i d e n t i n the urban d i s t r i c t but outside the 

main buiit-up area of Houghton l e Spring only of the 

boys and 15/fe of the g i r i s were employed there. 

Outside the urban d i s t r i c t the c h i e f focus of employment 

was Sunderland; 25% of 'the g i r l s and i6fo of the bo$s were 

employed there. The 1961 census showed s i m i l a r out 

movements to Sunderland and as w i t h youth employment there 

was a greater a t t r a c t i o n of females than males both i n 

absolute numbers and r e l a t i v e t o the t o t a l number employed 



i n each grotip. Those seeking jobs i n Sunderland were 

mostly those employed i n commerce; of the 45 g i r l s who 

found employment i n Sunderland, 22 were shop a s s i s t a n t s 

and 16 were cl e r k s (40yt> and 47?o r e s p e c t i v e l y of a l l those 

who were so occupied). 

Workplaces of residents on Council and p r i v a t e estates 

I t was f e l t t h a t the study o i the journey to work 

should be c a r r i e d beyond the l i m i t s set by the character o f 

the census data and the s p e c i a l aspects 01 tne employment 

of coal miners and youths. Further i n f o r m a t i o n on the 

workplaces of residents of the two towns was, t h e r e f o r e , 

obtained from several surveys of housing estates and 

housing f i l e s of c o u n c i l tenants. 

I n Chester l e Street the workplaces o±' residents of three 

p r i v a t e estates were found out by i n t e r v i e w surveys. Two 

of these estates, Garden Farm and H i l d a .Park estates, were 

w i t h i n the urban d i s t r i c t while the t h i r d , JNorth Lodge estate, 

was beyond the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e boundary but formed a 

geographical part of the town. A s i m i l a r survey was also 

made of the 250 most recent houses on the West Lane Council 

estate. I n f o r m a t i o n on the work places of the heads 01 

households of the 200 most recent council tenants (June 1965) 
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was also obtained from the co u n c i l housing f i l e s . 

I n Houghton l e Spring U.D. a survey was made of a 

p r i v a t e housing estate at Penshaw, the W h i t e f i e l d estate, 

since there were no s u i t a b l e p r i v a t e estates nearer the 

town of Houghton l e Spring during the time when f i e l d w o r k 

was possible. I t was f e l t a f t e r the survey i n Chester l e 

Street t h a t l i t t l e would be gained by an i n t e r v i e w survey 

of a co u n c i l estate and so the only other i n f o r m a t i o n 

obtained was from the co u n c i l housing f i l e s concerning the 

workplaces of the JOO most recent c o u n c i l tenants (;May 

1965) on the Burnside estate, h a l f a mile from the town 

centre of Houghton l e Spring. 

Nearly a l l the r e s i d e n t i a l development i n the two towns 

since the war has been i n the form of estates, council and 

p r i v a t e , and i t appears t h a t t n i s w i l l be the p a t t e r n i n the 

f u t u r e . The workplaces of residents on the two types of 

estates are, t h e r e f o r e , compared i n order to understand the 

nature and trend of the journey to work p a t t e r n of the 

residents,©! the two towns. 

I t must f i r s t be noted t h a t the occupations of co u n c i l 

tenants d i i i ' e r markedly from those o f the owner-occupiers 

of p r i v a t e estates. For instance, i n Chester l e Street 

2 2 % of employed males on the c o u n c i l estate worked at 



c o l l i e r i e s compared to only 6fo on the three p r i v a t e 

estates. I n the Penshaw estate i t was found from an 

analysis of the occupations of heads of households t h a t 

only 4% of households were of the lower working class 

( u n s k i l l e d manual workers, i n d u c t i n g coal miners) while 

the other households were equally divided between upper 

working class ( s k i l l e d manual workers) and lower middle 

class (lower-grade p r o i e s s i o n a l s and c l e r i c a l workers) . 

Although households i n the Chester l e Street estates 

were not asked to sta t e t h e i r occupations, an examination 

of the housing f i l e s f o r the H i l d a Park estate showed 

t h a t the occupation s t r u c t u r e of the residents was 

p r a c t i c a l l y the same as t h a t of the Penshaw estate which 

was also developed by the same f i r m , 

(a) Chester l e Street 

I n the f o l l o w i n g analysis the North Lodge estate i s 

excluded since i± i s f e l t t h a t the other two p r i v a t e 

escates are more comparable w i t h the co u n c i l estate i n 

l o c a t i o n and period of occupancy. The Garden Farm, H i l d a 

Park and West Lane estates were a l l occupied i 9 6 3 / 6 4 whereas 

the North Lodge estate was occupied c.1960. Employment 

on the North Lodge estate i s , however, shown i n Table B. 

31 i n the Appendix* From the tab l e i t can be seen t h a t the 

* c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i n t o s o c i a l classes was based on 
that used by the Registrar General. 



only s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e between t h i s estate and the 

other two p r i v a t e estates i s i n the percentage employed i n 

Chester R.D. (the large m a j o r i t y i n the B i r t l e y / B a r l e y 

Mow t r a d i n g e s t a t e ) . Because of the pr o x i m i t y of tne 

North liodge estate t o B i r t l e y there was a r e l a t i v e l y 

high p r o p o r t i o n of households t h a t p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d there 

and a correspondingly high percentage t h a t worked there. 

The high employment i n B i r t i e y / B a r l e y Mow also accounts 

f o r the r e l a t i v e l y low percentage employed i n Tyneside. 

There are three important employment centres f o r 

workers i n botn c o u n c i l and p r i v a t e estates; these are, 

Chester l e Slreet, B i r t l e y / B a r l e y Mow and Tyneside. Although 

employment i n Chester R.D. i s mainly at B i r t i e y / B a r l e y 

Mow, many coal miners are employed at c o l l i e r i e s i n other 

parts of the r u r a l d i s t r i c t . There i s also a wide s c a t t e r 

of employment centres om Tyneside, but the large m a j o r i t y 

are employed at Newcastle and Team V a l l e y t r a d i n g estate 

(Gateshead C.B.). ( S e e a l s o pig.B.5) 

Fig..B.5 shows t h a t there i s a greater i o c a l concentration 

of workplaces on the c o u n c i l estate, the m a j o r i t y of which 

are i n the Chester l e Street U.D. and R.D. Table B.-5 

shows t h a t i n the co u n c i l estate 3 5 % of a l l workers were 

employed i n Chester l e Street U.D.. and 27fo i n the r u r a l 

d i s t r i c t , compared t o 17/0 and lOfo r e s p e c t i v e l y of the workers 
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on the p r i v a t e estates. Tyneside, on the other hand, was 

p a e t i c u l a r i y a t t r a c t i v e f o r workers on the p r i v a t e estates, 

AT'/o of such workers oompared to only 2i°/o of those on the 

coun c i l estate. A smail hut s i g n i f i c a n t number or workers 

on ohe p r i v a t e estates are Area Representatives or other 

area workers; these formed 5% of a l i employed persons on the 

p r i v a t e estates but only lyo on the c o u n c i l estate. 

Table B.-5 
A l l employed persons - Chester l e s t r e e t Estates 

Previous residence 
Workplace Chester l e Street elsewhere A l l households 

Council P r i v a t e Council P r i v a t e Council P r i v a t e 

Chester U.D. 

Estate 

3 4 . 9 

Estates 

3 5 . 9 

instate 

3 6 . 3 

Estate 

1 0 . . 2 

Estate 
7° 
3 5 . 4 

Estate 

17 . 2 

Chester R.D. 26.-9 14.1 2 7 . 4 9 . 0 27 - 1 1 0 . 4 

Newcastle 1 0 . 8 17 . 4 4 . 9 "33.1 8 . 9 2 8 - 8 

Gateshead 7.1 9 . 8 7 . 8 14-7 7 . 3 -L3 . 4 

Rest of Tyneside 3 - 8 4 . 3 5 . 9 5 - 3 4 . 5 5 . 0 . 

Durham HB! 3 . 3 6 . 5 1 . 0 5 . 3 2 . 5 5 . 6 

Sunderland 2 . 4 3 . 3 4 . 9 3 . 7 3 . 2 3 . 6 

Rest of Co ..Durham 8.4 8 . 7 9 - 8 1 0 . 9 8 . 9 1 0 ..4 
Others 2 . 4 - 2 . 0 7 . 8 2 . 2 5.b 

TOTAL 9 2 1 0 2 2 4 5 3 1 4 337 

N..B- Worth Lodge p r i v a t e estate i s excluded. 



On p r i v a t e estates the workplaces of households t h a t 

o r i g i n a t e d from Chester l e Street ( i . e . p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n 

Chester l e Street before moving to the estate) d i f f e r 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y from those of households t h a t p r e v i o u s l y 

l i v e d outside Chester l e Street. On the other hand, the 

workplaces of c o u n c i l tenants who o r i g i n a t e d from outside 

Chester l e Street' do not d i f f e r s i g n i f i c a n t l y from those 

of the'Chester l e Street'tenants; i r anything, they may be 

expected to show an even greater l o c a l o r i e n t a t i o n of 

employment since q u a l i f i c a t i o n f o r a c o u n c i l house i s dependent 

on e i t h e r residence or employment w i t h i n the urban d i s t r i c t , 

there was, however, no s i g n i f i c a n t d i l f e r e n c e between these 

housenoids on the v/est liane estate. 

The'Chester i e S t r e e t ' p r i v a t e households ( i ^ e . 

p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n Chester l e S t r e e t ) are more i o c a l l y 

employed than the 'outside 1 p r i v a t e households ( i . e . 

p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d outside Chester l e S t r e e t ) . Whereas 

Chester l e Street U..D. and R.L. employed 36fo and 14> 

r e s p e c t i v e l y of workers i n t h V c h e s t e r i e Street' households, 

the comparable f i g u r e s f o r the 'outside' households were 

only 10% and 9°/o. Tyneside, on the other hand, accounted 

f o r 53/*> 01 vrorkers i n the 'outside' households but only J>2°/b 

i n the'Chester l e Street'households (see Table B.-5). A 



f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n of xhe o r i e n t a t i o n of employment away 

from the l o c a l area i n the 'outside' households i s trie 

f a c t t h a t area workers formed 6fo of a i l employed persons 

i n those households hut there was none among the Chester 

le Street' households. 

The workplace p a t t e r n of 'ouuside' p r i v a t e households 

d i f f e r e d markedly from t h a t of the co u n c i l estate hut there 

was a much smaller d i f f e r e n c e between the"Chester l e Street" 

p r i v a t e households and the cou n c i l households. The 

major di f f e r e n c e s "between the Vjh ester l e Street''private 

households and cou n c i l households werein the percentages 

employed i n T y n e s i d e and Chester R.D; 'Chester l e Street ' 

households showed a higher a t t r a c t i o n to Tyneside and a 
the 

lower a t t r a c t i o n to/ r u r a l d i s t r i c t . . Differences i n the 

percentages employedin Tyneside and Chester R.D. can be 

a t t r i b u t e d to d i f f e r e n c e s i n the socio-economic status of 

residents of the two estates. ianpioyment i n Chester l e 

Street R.D. i s mainly f o r s k i l l e d and u n s k i l l e d manual 

workers and these form the m a j o r i t y of employed persons 

on the cou n c i l estate. 

The workplace of females r e l a t i v e to males i s broadly 

s i m i l a r i n both c o u n c i l and p r i v a t e estates. I n both 

estates there i s a higher percentage of women than men 

working i n Chester l e Street U.D. and Tyneside. There are, 



Table B.6 

Chester l e Street - Estates 

MALES FEMALES 
Workplace Council 

Estate 
7° 

P r i v a t e 
Estates 

7° 

Council 
Estate 
* 

P r i v a t e 
Estate 

Chester U.D. 30.9 15.4 52.3 23.1 
Chester H.D.. 33.3 11.2 3.1 7.7 

Fewcast'le 7.2 27.4 15.4 33.3 

Gateshead 6.0 13.9 12.3 ±1.5 

Rest of Tyneside 5.2 5.4 1.5 3.8 

Durham MB 2.4 5.8 3.1 5.1 

Sunderland 2.8 4.6 4.6 -
Rest of Co. Durham 10.2 10.1 4.6 11.7 
Others 2.0 6.2 3.1 3.8 

TOTAL 249 259 65 78 

however, s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s between the workplaces of 

women on the p r i v a t e estates and those on the co u n c i l 

estate (see Table B.b). 

For women on the cou n c i l estate Chester l e Street U.D. 

(52%) was the most important employment, centre while f o r those 

on the p r i v a t e estates Tyneside (49/'°) was the major 

employment area. Although there would almost c e r t a i n l y 



be dif f e r e n c e s between the occupations of women on the 

council estate and those on p r i v a t e estates, i t would seem 

that the great d i s p a r i t y between estates, i n the percentages 

employed l o c a l l y and i n Tyneside, i s to a large extent 

misleading. This i s because a large percentage of the 

occupants of the p r i v a t e estates are young married couples 

who have l i v e d p r e v i o u s l y i n Tyneside; on moving to the 

estate the wi f e merely continues to work i n her ' l o c a l ' 

area. Thus of the 'Chester l e St r e e t ' p r i v a t e households 

467b of occupied women worked i n Chester l e Street Li.D. 

compared to only lJ>Jo of those i n 'outside' housenolds. 

Employment was correspondingly low i n Tyneside f o r women 

i n 'Chester i e S t r e e t ' households (2570)and higherfor women 

i n 'outside' households (.597°)» 

'Employment f o r men on the c o u n c i l estate was c h i e f l y 

i n the l o c a l area, Chester l e Street D.D. (51^>) and 

Chester l e Street R.D., (337",); outside the l o c a l area 

Tyneside (I870) was the most important employment centre. 

On the p r i v a t e estates these centres were i n reversed order 

of importance: Tyneside (.477°) was by f a r the most important 

cenxre while Chester l e Street U.D. (1570) and R.D* ( H 7 0 ) 

were the two other centres of note. As i n the case of female 

employment the previous residence of households on the p r i v a t e 

estates was a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r a f f e c t i n g the place of 



employment. Thus i n the 'Chester i e Stre e t ' households, 

3270 of employed males worked i n the urban d i s t r i c t 

compared to oniy 9/* of those i n the 'outside' households. 

I t w i l l be noticed t h a t the percentage of employed 

persons working i n Chester l e Street H.D. i s c o n s i s t e n t l y 

below the 55/° suggested by the l 9 6 i census (58?b i n 1951).> 

This i s p a r t i c u l a r l y conspicuous i n the c o u n c i l estate 

which would normally be expected to exceed the average f o r 

i o c a i employment. There are several possible reasons f o r 

t h i s : 

(a) there was very l i t t l e post-war p r i v a t e housing development 

before I9bl w i t h i n the urban d i s t r i c t ; conditions t h a t 

are now present i n these estates would not, t h e r e f o r e , 

have been- r e f l e c t e d i n the census. 

(b) employment in. the urban dist r i c t ' had declined since the 

census year, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r men; the South Pelaw 

c o l l i e r y had closed and employment had declined 

considerably i n the other two p i t s . The Stag Confectionery 

works had also closed a f t e r 196l. 

(c) The census included the r e s t of the urban d i s t r i c t v i z . 

melton F e l l and Chester Moor. These are almost 

e x c l u s i v e l y minting settlements and the large m a j o r i t y 01 

these miners would have worked i n the l o c a l p i t s i . e . 

w i t h i n the TJ.D. For instance, i n 1964, 0 6 % or the 



miners r e s i d e n t i n the two settlements worked at c o l l i e r i e s 

w i t h i n the urban d i s t r i c t ; the percentage would c e r t a i n l y 

have been higher i n l 9 6 l when the piss employed more men. 

(b) Houghton l e Spring 

I n Houghton l e Spring U.D. the only large p r i v a t e 

estate completed and occupied by the end or 19&4 was at 

Penshaw (occupied 1963-64.). Th e employment s t r u c t u r e of 

t h i s estate i s examined below, but because of i t s s i t u a t i o n 

at the northern l i m i t of tne urban d i s t r i c t (3 miles firm the 

town centre a t Houghton l e Spring and 4-5 miles from Sunderland) 

i t does not r e f l e c t average conditions i n Houghton l e 

Spring and so the Burnside c o u n c i l estate i s described f i r s t . 

'i'he workplaces of heads or households was obtained 

from the c o u n c i l housing l i s t f o r the 300 most recent 

cou n c i l tenants on the Burnside estate. Of those t h a t were 

employed, 63!/o worked w i t h i n the urban d i s t r i c t , "Jfo i n 

Sunderland, 77*° in' Hetton TJ.D. and 270 i n Tyneside (see 

Table B.7). The workplace p a t t e r n of heads 01 households 

on the co u n c i l estate was almost exactly the same as t h a t 

f o r males i n the 1961 census. The higher locaj. employment 

among heads of households on t h i s estate compared to the 

West Lane estate i n Chester l e Street can be 

explained by the higher employment at the locax c o l l i e r i e s . 



Table B.T 

Workplaces of heads 01 households 

Council P r i v a t e 
Burnside Estate Penshaw Estate 

7° 5* 
Houghton l e Spring U.D. 63.3 5.4 

Sunderland C.B. 6.8 63.9 

Tyneside 1.9 10 ..0 

Washington U.D. 2.9' 3.1 
Hett'on U.D. 7.2 0.4 

Rest o i Co.Durham 17.9 8.0 

Others - 9.2 

TOTAli occupied 207 260 

The empioymenx s t r u c t u r e of the Penshaw estate was 

t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t ; 64^ of employed heads worked i n Sunderland, 

iC?i i n Tyneside and omy 5fo i n Houghton l e Spring,U.D. 

The low a t t r a c t i o n or the l o c a l area was emphasised by the 

f a c t t h a t 4̂ 0 of the heads were area workers and a f u r t h e r 

were i n the mercnant nasry. 

On the Penshaw estate as i n the case or the p r i v a t e 

estates i n Chester re S t r e e t , there was a higher percentage 

01 women than men employed i n the conurbation and l o c a l l y . 

Thus Sunderland a t t r a c t e d bV/o of employed women compared to 

64^ of employed men. The l o c a l area, rioughton l e Spring U.D. 
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was unable to a t t r a c t many of the estate workers but, 

nevertheless, 87b 01 employed women worked, i n the urban 

d i s t r i c t compared to 5f° of the employed men. Table B.8 

also shows t h a t the previous residence of the household 

was an important f a c t o r determining the workplace of 

both males and females. 

Table B.8 

Penshaw E s t a t e - wcmis P I t>t'e& 

MALES FEMALES 
Previous r e s i d e n c e Previous r e s i d e n c e A l l Employed 
S'land elsewhere T o t a l S'land e'where T o t a l S'land e'where Tot 

S'land 72.7 46.6 64.0 83.6 61.5 80.5 76.8 50.0 68.1 

Tyneside 8.0 13.6 9-9 4.9 7.7 5.7 7.2 12.3 8.8 

Houghton 

U.D. 1.1 12.5 4.9 3.3 19.2 8.0 1.6 14.0 5.7 

Washington 
U.D. 0.6 8.0 3.0 - 3.9 1.2 0.4 7.0 2.5 
Rest of 

Co.Durham 7.4 10.2 8.3 1.6 7.7 3.4 5.9 9-7 7-3 

Others 10.2 9.1 9-9 1.6 - 1.2 8.1 7-0 7*7 

TOTAL 176 88~ 264 61 26 87 237 114 351 



Chapter 3 

Dormitory status 

Both Houghton l e Spring ana Chester l e Street are 

expected to become i n c r e a s i n g l y r e s i d e n t i a l . L i f t L l e 

i n d u s t r i a l development i s expected to take place i n e i t h e r 

town ana they w i l l continue t u f u n c t i o n i n the t w i n r o l e of 

r e s i d e n t i a l and service centres. Employment f o r the 

residents w i l l be concentrated i n the p o r t congubations, 

Tynesiae and wearside, and on i n d u s t r i a l estates; coal miners 

w i l l be expected to t r a v e l i n increasing numbers to the long-

l i f e c o l l i e r i e s 01 the east coast. Already these employment 

trends are to be observed i n the two towns. 

I n Chester l e Street development along these lines; 

dates back to the l a s t decade before the Second World War 

wnen the Local A u t h o r i t y .sold' some 01 i t s land l o r 

development by owner-occupiers; p r e v i o u s l y inter-war housing 

was v i r t u a l l y r e s t r i c t e d to council dwellings f o r the 

working class. The r a p i d c o n s t r u c t i o n 01 houses l o r owner-

occupiers immediately a f t e r the lana was sp-ldi... (about 500 

i n l i v e years) snowed thai, there was already a considerable 

demand f o r such houses. I n i t s zeal to develop Chester l e 

S t r e e t as a r e s i d e n t i a l area f o r the i n d u s t r i a l areas of 

Tynesiae and Wearside, the Local Guide of 1934 boasted t h a t 
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Chester l e Street was: 

'the most a t t r a c t i v e place t o l i v e i n between 

Newcastle ana Durham. I t i s also the best shopping 

centre between Newcastle and Da r l i n g t o n ' . 

Post-war r e s i d e n t i a l development 

Since the war 2,700 houses have been b u i l t i n Chester 

l e Street U.D. and 5,800 i n Houghton l e Spring U.D. 

Bearing i n mind the r e l a t i v e sizes of the two urban d i s t r i c t s 

i t appears t h a t Houghton l e Spring has been more successful 

than Chester l e Street i n b u i l d i n g c o u n c i l houses (3,000 

against 1,000) but has a t t r a c t e d fewer p r i v a t e houses (800 

against 900). 

R e s i d e n t i a l development i n the main b u i l t - u p area of 

Chester l e S t r e e t ( i . e . 'town') has f a r exceeded t h a t i n 

the main b u i l t - u p area of Houghton l e Sprirag. I n Chester 

l e Street there were 1,470 c o u n c i l houses and 1,330 p r i v a t e 

houses; the l a t t e r includes 430 p r i v a t e houses wnich have 

been b u i l t to the n o r t n oi the town i n an area wnich i s a 

phy s i c a l p a r t of the town but a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y l i e s w i t h i n 

the r u r a i d i s t r i c t ( t n i s area includes the Forth Lodge e s t a t e ) . 

* includes houses b u i l t before November, 1966. 
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Im Houghton l e Spring there have been 990 c o u n c i l houses 

and 400 p r i v a t e houses. 

Of sp e c i a l i n t e r e s t i s the recent r a p i d increase i n the 

number of p r i v a t e houses. This trend has been apparent 

n a t i o n a l l y since the second h a l l of the 1950's but i n the 

Houghton l e Spring/Chester i e Street area t h i s has been a 

phenomenon 01 tne 1960's and i s d i r e c t l y associated w i t h 

the increasing involvement of the two towns i n suburban 

movements irom Tyneside and wearside. 

This can be seen from a comparison of the number (and 

percentageJ of p r i v a t e and cou n c i l houses which have been 

b u i l t during the 7-year period, since the war. 

Houses b u i l t since thenar 

Chester l e Street U.D. Houghton l e Spring U.D. 
Council (*) P r i v a t e (*) Council (7°) P r i v a t e Cfo) 

1960-60 490 (28) 760 (81) 670 (21) 610 (74) 

1953-59 780 (44) 90 (10) 1110 (36) 150 (18) 
1946-52 500 (28) (9) 1340 (43) 70 (8) 

TOTAL 1770 930 3120 
P. 

830 
Note the post-1960 decline in: c o u n c i l housing r e l a t i v e 

to the number of p r i v a t e houses constructed and to the 

number constructed i n the two e a r l i e r periods. 

Chester l e S t r e e t was the f i r s t t o be developed f o r 

owner-occupiers; t h i s f i r s t occurred i n the 1930's but there 



was a post-war f a l l o f f and c o n s t r u c t i o n oniy began again 

im earnest a f t e r 1960. By 1961 there had been very 

l i t t l e p r i v a t e development i n Houghton l e Spring and owner-

occupiers formed only 2d°/o of a i l housenolas i n the urban 

d i s t r i c t compared to 3670 i n Chester l e Street U.D. Three-

quarters 01 a l l post-war p r i v a t e houses i n Houghton l e 

Spring TJ.D. were i n f a c t completed i n 1963 or l a t e r ; the 

number completed i n 1966 . alone was o n e - t h i r d of a i l post­

war p r i v a t e houses. The h i t h e r t o iow r a t e 01 p r i v a t e 

housing development i n Houghton l e Sprin'g TJ.D. can be 

a t t r i b u t e d p a r t l y t o the p r i o r i t y given to Local A u t h o r i t y 

housing by l o c a l c o u n c i l l o r s and to Sunderland's e x c e l l e n t 

post-war record i n b u i l d i n g c o u n c i l houses; but also to 

the f a c t t h a t the more a t t r a c t i v e areas closer t o the centre 

of Sunderland (e.g. Bolaoni: TT.D. and Sunderland R.D.) have 

now been developed and there i s no scope f o r f u r t h e r large 

scale estates; there i s every l i k e l i h o o d t h a t there w i l l be 

a r a p i d increase i n development i n the f u t u r e . 

F i g . B . 6 ( k j snows the location, o f post-isar r e s i d e n t i a l 

development in- the main b u i l t - u p area of Chester l e S t r e e t . 

R e s i d e n t i a l development has mainly taken place i n two parts 

of the town, the n o r t h and the south-west. 

I n the n o r t n of the town ( i . e . n o r t n 01 the Cong Burn) 

there are 1260 post-war houses, i n c l u d i n g those i n the r u r a l 
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d i s t r i c t ; there are 5-i-O council and 750 p r i v a t e houaesr. 

This i s an e s p e c i a l l y a t t r a c t i v e p a r t 01 the town f o r 

p r i v a t e developers since the area i s i d e a x l y s u i t e d f o r 

commuting to Tyneside or B i r t l e y / B a r l e y Mow ( c f . the 

development of the P i c k t r e e estate i n the 1930's, see 

page 69 ) . Three large p r i v a t e estates have been b u i l t 

i n t h i s area .within the l a s t 3-6 years, H i l a a Park (200 

houses), Worth Lodge (170 houses) and KcCullough's (170 

houses). The main post-war council estates i n t h i s p a r t 

of the town are at South Pelaw (340 houses) and Northlands 

(90 houses). 

I n the south-west 01 the town tnere are 1230 post-war 

houses (770 c o u n c i l and 46O p r i v a t e houses). The l a r g e s t 

c o u n c i l and p r i v a t e estates are west of the r a i l w a y l i n e 

and south of West Lane. The l a r g e s t p r i v a t e estate i s the 

Garden Farm estate (400 houses); there are f i r m plans t o 

extend t n i s estate by at l e a s t 200 houses w i t h i n a few ysirs.. 

There are two other smail p r i v a t e estate^ Orcnard Gardens 

(35 houses) and Hermitage Park (25 houses), wnicft l i e 

between the railway l i n e and Front S t r e e t ; the houses on 

tiriese two estates are l a r g e r and more expensive than those 

on the other p r i v a t e estates i n the town. The West Lane 

estate (77.0 houses) i H the l a r g e s t post-war c o u n c i l estate i n 

Chester l e S t r e e t , i t i s d i r e c t l y souch 01 the B u l l i o n Lane 



estate which was b u i l t during the inter-war perioa. 

R e s i d e n t i a l development i n other p a r t s of the town 

has been fragmentary and i s i n v a r i a b l y an i n f i l l i n g process. 

For instance, 140 c o u n c i l houses have been attached t u the 

.Bullion Lane estate while there are two other small c o u n c i l 

estates t o the east 01 Front S t r e e t , Beverley Gardens (22 

houses) and York Terrace (j>8 houes). There have been three 

small p r i v a t e developments at Hopgarth (42 houses), Queens 

Park (22 houses) and L i n d i s f a r n e (11 houses); the l a s t two 

are the completion of estates begun i n the 19^0's. There 

are only two parts of Chester l e Street which can be 

r e s i d e n x i a i l y developed ana tnere; are f i r m proposals to 

develop both areas. The f i r s t i s the extension of the 

Garden Farm Estate and the other i s the extension of the 

B u l l i o n Lane Estate; both estates are to be extended f u r t h e r 

west to the urban d i s t r i c t boundary. 

Figi3.6('*) shows t h a t there have been two large 

c o u n c i l estates b u i l t i n the town of Houghton l e Spring 

since the war. About 500 houses were added to the Racecourse 

estate while 40° houses were b u i l t at Burnside. A small 

c o u n c i l estate (90 houses) was b u i l t i n the Market Place 

as p a r t of the redevelopment of t h a t area. 

The three post-war p r i v a t e estates i n Houghton l e Spring 

are a l l to the south-west of the town. The Dairy Lane (185 



houses) and Durham Road (115 houses) estates were 

nearing completion at the end of 1966; the t n i r d estate 

i s at G i l i a s Lane (100 houses). The south-west quadrant 

of Houghton l e Spring was u n t i l r e c e n t l y the only undeveloped 

area ftiear tne town centre (see Plate B). 

Previous residence oi. estate dwellers 

New c o u n c i l tenants are almost i n v a r i a b l y already 

r e s i d e n t i n the urban d i s t r i c t . Of the 300 most recent 

c o u n c i l tenants on the Burnside estate only 2 were from 

outside Houghton l e Spring U.D. I n Chester l e S t r e e t , 

16% of the c o u n c i l tenants on the West Lane estate were 

from outsiae the urban d i s t r i c t , the large m a j o r i t y of 

these were from Chester R.D. The previous residence of 

households on the p r i v a t e estate i s , however, o±' s p e c i a l 

i n t e r e s t . I n Both Houghton l e Spring and Chester l e 

Street the most s i g n i f i c a n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c was the high 

percentage of households t h a t had p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d in. 

Tyneside arid Wearside. A smaller but s i g n i f i c a n t percentage 

of households had p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n areas outside 

County Durhaui and Tyneside. 

I n the Chester l e S t reet estate (excluding North Lodge) 

29/*> of a l l households had p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n Tyneside. 



„'L <, a 

Table B.9 

Chester l e S t r e e t P r i v a t e e s t a t e s 
Place ox p r e v i o u s r e s i d e n c e 

Chester l e s t r e e t TJ..D.. 25,9 

Chester l e S t r e e t R.D.. 8..1 

Tyneside 29J.3 

r e s t or Co'. Durham 21.9 

Elsewhere 14«8 

TOTAL households 27'0 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t as many as 15> o f t h e 

households had p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d o u t s i d e Counoy Durham and 

Ty n e s i d e . 

Table B.IO 
Houghton l e Spring- - p r i v a t e e s t a t e 

P r e v i o u s r e s i d e n c e Penshaw e s t a t e 
fo 

Sumaerland C.B.. 65.4 

Houghton l e S p r i n g U.D.- 9.0 

Tyneside 5.3 

Rest ox Co.Durham 12.8 

Elsewhere 7>!3 

TOTAii households 266' 



I t i s c l e a r f r o m Table B.-iO t h a t t h e Pensnaw e s t a t e 

has been formed by outward suburban movement from Sunderland. 

The Sunderland Green B e l t rums from t h e town's boundary 

t o w i x n i n a m i l e o f t h e e s t a t e and t h i s has enhanced i t s 

a t t r a c t i v e n e s s . A s a r e s u l t , 65% c f t h e e s t a t e ' s households 

had p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n Sumderxand C.B. w h i l e a f u r t h e r 

5';a l i v e d i n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e areas a d j a c e n t t o t h e G.B.. 

but which are now w i t h i n t h e town's b u i l t - u p a r e a. Another 

5̂ > o f t h e households had p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n Tyneside w h i l e 

t h e r e were r e l a t i v e l y few households f r o m Houghton l e 

S p r i n g U.D.. (9"/o). 

P r e v i o u s r e s i d e n c e ana workplace 
( p r i v a t e e s t a t e s ) 

A d i r e c t c.on>sequence o f t h e outward suburban, movement 

from t h e c o n u r b a t i o n t o p r i v a t e e s t a t e s i n t h e area i s 

t h e r e t u r n - journey/ t o work i n Tyneside and N e a r s i d e . O f t e n 

t h e r e i s a r a t b n a l i z a t i o n o f workplace and r e s i d e n c e , e.g. 

a movement o f p l a c e o f r e s i d e n c e f r o m t h e n o r t h s i d e o f 

Tynesiae by those employed on t h e s o u t h s i d e , b u t i n the 

m a j o r i t y o f cases movement t o t h e suburbs i s n o t d i r e c t l y 

r e l a t e d t o t r a v e l convenience. 



( a ) Chester i e S t r e e t 

The i n f l u e n c e or Tyneside i s by f a r t h e most i m p o r t a n t 

element t o be c o n s i d e r e d . Taken as a whole, t h e Tyneside 

c o n u r b a t i o n i s t h e most i m p o r t a n t area f r o m which t h e 

e s t a t e households m i g r a t e d (see Table B.9) and i t i s a l s o 

the most i m p o r t a n t employment c e n t r e f o r t h e heads o f 

a l i households (see Table B . l l ) . The workplace p a t t e r n o f 

'Tyneside' households, i . e . p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n T y n e s i d c , 

and t h e i n f l u e n c e o f Tyneside on. households t h a t p r e v i o u s l y 

l i v e d o u t s i d e Tyneside are here examined. Only t h e p l a c e 

of employment o f heads of households i s c o n s i d e r e d s i n c e t h i s 

would presumably be t h e most i m p o r t a n t employment f a c t o r 

a f f e c t i n g t h e d e c i s i o n t o move t o t h e e s t a t e s . 

Table B . l l shows th e i n f l u e n c e o f p r e v i o u s r e s i d e n c e 

on t h e p l a c e o f employment. Tyneside a t t r a c t e d 3470 o f 

employed heads of 'Chester l e S t r e e t ' households b u t 5l7° 

o f ' o u t s i d e ' households. Regardless o f t h e p r e v i o u s 

p l a c e o f r e s i d e n c e 'l'yneside e x e r t s a s t r o n g a t t r a c t i o n 

f o r a i l employed heads o f households. Table B.12 shows 

t h a t a l t h o u g h employment i n Tyneside was h i g h e s t f o r 

'Tynesiae' households, the percentage o f o t h e r heads of 

households employedthere was s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h ; about 

o n e - t h i r d . 



Table B . l l 

Chester l e Street - Private estates 

x .4 u 

Employed heads of households 

Place of employment 

Chester l e Street U.D. 

Chester l e Street R.D. 

Tyneside 

(Newcastle) 

(Gateshead) 

Sunderland 

Rest of Co.Durham 

Elsewhere (includes 
other workers) 

•Chester l e S t r e e t 1 

households 

% 

32.4 

14.7 

33.7 

(17.6) 

(10.2) 

4.4 

14.8 

'Outside 1 

households 

% 

9.4 

10.4 

50.5 

(30.7) 

(15.1) 

4.7 

16.7 

8.3 

A l l 
households 

15.4 

11.5 

46.1 

(27.3) 

(13.8) 

4.6 

16.2 

6.2 

TOTAL occupied 68 192 260 

Table B.12 

Chester l e Street - Private estates 
Employed heads of households 

Previous residence 

Tyneside 
Chester l e Street 
Rest of Co.Durham 
Elsewhere 
ALL households 

employed in Tyneside 

78.4 
33.3 
32.1 
33.3 
46.1 



For t h e 'Chester l e S t r e e t 1 households employment 

ouuside Tyneside was m a i n l y wi t h i n the Chester l e S t r e e t 

U.D. and R.D. , J>0?o and LT'/o r e s p e c t i v e l y . For households 

t h a t p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d o u t s i d e County Durham or Tyneside 

('elsewhere 1 i n Table B.12), Tynesiae was the most 

i m p o r t a n t c e n t r e . A s i g n i f i c a n t percentage 01' t h e employed 

heads 01 tnese households (22?fe) were area r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

b u t p r o x i m i x y t o Newcastle was f o r many o f these an 

i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r . 

Table B.13 

Chester l e S t r e e t - P r i v a t e e s t a t e s 

P r e v i o u s r e s i d e n c e o f heads 01 households employed 
i n Tyneside 

P r e v i o u s r e s i d e n c e fo 

Tyneside 49.2 

Chester l e S t r e e t U.D. 17.8 

Rest oiCo. Durham 22.0 

Elsewhere l l . O 

TOTAJLI employed" 11:8-

N.B. Compare w i t h Table B.9 

As Table B.13 shows, almost h a l f o i those employed 

i n Tyneside ha.d p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d t h e r e . The reason i s made 

c l e a r by Table B.14 which shows/fche workplaces of a i i employed 



heads o f 'Tyncside' households. The l a r g e m a j o r i t y 01 

heads o f 'Tyneside' householas {l&p) c o n t i n u e d t o work i n 

T y n e s i d e ; Chester l e S t r e e t employed o n l y J>% w h i l e Il?o 

were e i t h e r area workers or worked o u t s i d e Co. Durham o r 

Tyneside. 

Table B.14 

Chester l e S t r e e t - P r i v a t e estates; 

Employed heads o f 'Tyneside 1 households 

Workplaces fo 

Tyneside 78,4 

Chester l e s t r e e t U.D. 2.7 

Rest o f Co. Durham^ 8 e I 

Area workers 5»4 

Others 5.4 

TOTAu employed 74 

( b ) Houghton l e S p r i n g 

Sunderland dominated t h e Penshaw e s t a t e xo an even 

g r e a t e r degree than Tyneside dominated t h e Chester l e S t r e e t 

e s t a t e s . 'i'he m a j o r i t y o f r e s i d e n t s on t h e Penshaw e s t a t e 

had p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n Sunderland and were a l s o employed 

t h e r e . Table B.15 shows t h a t 73% o f occupied heads o f 

'Sunderland' households, i . e . p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n Sunderland, 



were employed i n Sunderland; Tyneside (8%) was t h e o n l y 

o t h e r i m p o r t a n t employment c e n t r e f o r these households. 

A f u r t h e r £-/o were area r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . (Houghton l e 

S p r i n g accounted f o r l e s s t h a n Ifo). 

Table B.15 

Employment o f heads o f households 
Penshaw~Estate 

Workplaces 'Sunderland' 'Other' 
households households 

^ y0 

Sunderland 72.7 46.o 

Tyneside 7.b 14.-8 

Rest 01 Co. Durham 10.4 29.6 

Area workers 4.1 3*4 

Others 5.2 5.6 

TOTAU employed I72 88~ 

The dominance o f Sunderland was such t h a t 477° o f 'non-

Sun d e r i a n d 1 households were a l s o employed i n t h e town. 

Tyneside ( l 5 > ) was t h e n e x t most i m p o r t a n t c e n t r e w h i l e 

t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e o t h e r heads o f households were employed 

i n a wide s c a t t e r o f c e n t r e s , m o s t l y i n n o r t h - e a s t Durham. 

(,Because o f t h e i n c l u s i o n i n t h e 'non-Sunderland' group o f 

those households t h a t had p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d l o c a l l y , Houghton 

l e S p r i n g tJ.D. accounted f o r 1V/0 o f t h e employed heads o f 

these h o u s e h o l d s ) . 



1 d •.} 

Reasons f o r moving t o t h e p r i v a t e _ e s t a i . e s 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o see what m o t i v a t i n g f a c t o r s were 

most i m p o r t a n t i n t h e d e c i s i o n t o move t o xhe p r i v a t e 

e s t a t e s i n the two towns. There would seem t o he t h r e e 

b r o a d groups o f reasons which account f o r m i g r a t i o n : 

( i ) economic or j o b c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

( i i ) the i n f l u e n c e o i f r i e n a s and r e l a t i v e s 

( i i i ; c o n d i t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o goodness o i l i v i n g b u t 

e x c l u d i n g t h e aoove e.g. h o u s i n g (see T u r n e r , 1949)* 

Economic or j o b c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t e n d t o be moat i m p o r t a n t i n 

l o n g - d i s t a n c e m i g r a t i o n ; f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e h i g h percentage 

o f area r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s among those t h a t p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d 

o u t s i d e t h e county and T y n e s i d e . The p r e s e n t s t u d y i s , 

however, more concerned w i t h s h o r t - d i s t a n c e m i g r a t i o n 

( p r i m a r i l y movement from t h e c e n t r a l zones o f c i t i e s t o t h e 

suburbs) and one would expect c o n d i t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o goodness 

o f l i v i n g t o be the dominant f a c t o r s . 

Reasons g i v e n by householders i n t h e Chester l e S t r e e t 

and Houghton l e S p r i n g e s t a t e s were r a t h e r s i m i l a r . 

D i f f e r e n c e s between the e s t a t e s o i t h e twu towns were 

e v i d e n t l y the r e s u l t , o f d i f f e r e n c e s i n ( a ) t h e l o c a t i o n of 

t h e e s t a t e s r e l a t i v e t o Tyneside and Wearside, ( b ) t h e 

percentage o f households x n a t p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n Tyneside/ 
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Wearside, and ( c ) t h e d i s t a n c e or The e s t a t e s f r o m the 

r e s p e c t i v e town c e n t r e s o f Chester l e S t r e e t and Houghton 

l e S p r i n g i 

( a ) Houghton l e S p r i n g 

I n examining the reasons why people moved t o t h e 

Penshaw e s t a t e , households were d i v i d e d i n t o those t h a t 

p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n Sunderland, t h e 'Sunaerlanu' households 

ana those t h a t l i v e d elsewhere. 

Table B.I6 

Penshaw e s t a t e 
Reasons f o r moving t o t h e e s t a t e 

Reasons P r e v i o u s l y l i v e d A l l 
Sunderland 

% 
Elsewhere 

*" 

households 

House ( p r i c e , s i z e e t c . ) 62.7 35.9 53.4 

Area ( n i c e , h e a l t h y e t c .) 21.3 5.4 15.8 

Near work 2.9 30.4 13.1 

Near Sunderland 7.4 10.9 7.9 

Near r e l a t i v e s / h o m e 1.7 13.-0 5.6 

Mi s c e i l a n e o u s 1.7 3.3 2.3 

No reason 2.3 1.1 1.9 

TOTAL households 174 92 26"6 

Movement t o t h e suburbs i s m o t i v a t e d by complex reasons. 



F o r some t h e movement t o t h e suburbs i s a n e c e s s i t y ; 

t h e p r i c e ana a v a i l a b i l i t y o f houses may be such t h a t 

t h e y are f o r c e d t o move t o t h e suburban e s t a t e s . To 

o t h e r s movement t o t n e suburbs i s a s t r i v i n g a f t e r t h e 

U t o p i a n i d e a i o f t h e m a r r i a g e 01 town and c o u n t r y , a 

balance between t h e c e n t r i f u g a l and c e n t r i p e t a l f o r c e s 

in> t h e c i t y (see Colby, 1933). The f i r s t two reasanns 

i n Table B.16 are t h e b a s i c c e n t r i f u g a l f o r c e s : the open 

undeveloped c o u n t r y s i d e o f i e r i n g h o u s i n g space, cheaper 

l a n d , l o w e r r a t e s , h e a l t h y environment e t c . And so 

B^7° o f t h e 'Sunderland' households gave these a s t h e i r 

reasons f o r moving t o t h e e s t a t e ; t h i s i s i t s e l f an 

u n d e r e s t i m a t i o n s i n c e a f u r t h e r Tjb moved so as t o be near 

Sunderland. I n f a c t t h e o n l y reasons t h a t were o f a non-

suburban p r o m p t i n g were f r o m t h e J>"/b who wanted t o g e t 

n e a r e r t h e i r work and t h e 270 n e a r e r r e l a t i v e s . 

Households t h a t p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d elsewhere, i . e . o u t s i d e 

Sunderland, were a t t r a c t e d to t h e e s t a t e f o r two main 

reasons : ( i ) t h e house and i t s e nvironment, and ( i i ) 

i t s p r o x i m i t y t o Sunderland and/or p l a c e of work. Housing 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s were most i m p o r t a n t f o r 41^° o i thes-e 

households.. Job c o n s i d e r a t i o n s were n e x t i n i m p o r t a n c e , 

32"/b wanted t o g e t n e a r e r t h e i r work ( i n Sunderland or elsewhere) 

and I I 7 0 n e a r e r Sunderland. 



The reasons g i v e n by t h e two groups o f households i n 

Table B.16 are c o n s i s t e n t w i t h each o t h e r ; d i f f e r e n c e s i n 

th e t a b l e are more apparent t h a n r e a l . For i n s t a n c e , t h e 

m a j o r i t y of households t h a t p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d elsewhere, i . e . 

o u t s i d e SunderJ.and, who t r i e d t o g e t n e a r e r t h e i r work were 

i n f a c t employed i n Sunderland and i f o r i g i n a t i n g from 

Sunderland would almost c e r t a i n l y have g i v e n housing c o n d i t i o n s 

as t h e i r c h i e f reason. The h i g h percentage o f the 'non-

Sunderj-and 1' households t h a t wished t o l i v e near r e x a t i v e s 

or home ( l 3 f o ) i s boosted by those t h a t p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n 

the l o c a l area; 7 o f t h e 12 hoiiseholds t h a t gave t h a t 
were 

reason/from t h e locao. a r e a . 

( b j Chester l e S t r e e t ( i n c l u d e s F o r t h louge e s t a t e ) 

Only households that" o r i g i n a t e d from oubide Chester 

l e S t r e e t were askeato g i v e reasons f o r moving t o t h e e s t a t e s . 

These households are d i v i d e d irato those t n a t p r e v i o u s l y 

l i v e d i n (a) Tyneside and ( b ) elsewhere* 

I n Table B.I7 h o u s i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n s are a g a i n most 

i m p o r t a n t ; ^7> of t h e households t h a t moved from Tyneside 

and 42/-i o f a i l o t h e r c o n s i d e r e d these t h e most c o m p e l l i n g 

r easons. The percentages f o r 'Tyneside' households i t w i l l 

be n o t e d , are f a r beiow those f o r •Sunderiana 1 households on 

th e Penshaw e s t a t e j ; among o t h e r t h i n g s t h i s can be accounted 



Table B.17 

Chester l e Street 
Reasons for moving to the private estates (includes 

North Lodge 

Reasons Previously l i v e d A l l 
Tvneside Elsewhere households 
' % % * 

Attractiveness of estate 29«7 18.9 22.7 
Residential amenities 2?.4 23.1 24.6 

Convenience for travel 29.7 34.3 32.7 

Shopping centre 5»5 7*1 6*5 

Job in Chester l e Street 4.4 9-5 7-7 

Association with area 3«3 7«1 5»8 

TOTAL households 91 169 26° 

f o r by t h e d i s t a n c e o f Chester l e S t r e e t from Tyneside b u t 

most, i m p o r t a n t o f a i l by the f a c t t h a t t h e e s t a t e s are a 

p h y s i c a l p a r t of t h e town'. The c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n between 

the e s t a t e s and the town can be seen from t h e number o f 

households t h a t p r e f e r r e d Chester l e S t r e e t because of i t s 

shopping c e n t r e . 

The most i n t e r e s t i n g reason, however, i s 'convenience 

f o r t r a v e l ' , 337° o f a i l households (307° o f Tyneside households,) 

I n c l u d e d i n t h i s group are those who t r i e d t o get', 

n e a r e r t h e i r work b u t aimos t one i n . t h r e e was e i t h e r f u r t h e r 



f r o m h i s work or ea.se an area worker. The area r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

s t r e s s e d the c e n x r a j . i t y o f Chester i e S t r e e t f o r t h e whole o f 

County Durham and Northumberland (some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s covered 

t h e l o u r n o r t h e r n c o u n t i e s 01 Durham, Northumberland, Cumberland 

arid Westmorland as w e i l as S c o t l a n d ) . Many area r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s : 

a r e a i s o based i n Newcastle and Chester l e S t r e e t i s t h u s 

c o n v e n i e n t l y near. Other householders s t r e s s e d t h e G e n e r a l i t y 

o f Chester l e S t r e e t f o r t h e t h r e e p o i n t s o f Newcastle, 

Sunderland and Durham f o r shopping, e n t e r t a i n m e n t and 

employment p o s s i b i l i t i e s . Other householders merely r e f e r r e d 

t o t h e c e n t r a ^ i t y of Chester l e S t r e e t and when asked t o 

be more s p e c i f i c , answers ranged from ' f o r e v e r y t h i n g 1 t o 

• a c c e s s i b l e t o t h e beaches, t h e c o u n t r y s i d e t o t h e west, t h e 

town (Newcastle) e t c . ' i n . s h o r t Chester l e S t r e e t was f a r 

enough away from Tyneside t o o f f e r a wide c h o i c e o f d e s i r a b l e 

r e s i d e n t i a l a m e n i t i e s b u t s t i l l a c c e s s i b l e t o e v e r y t h i n g i n 

T y neside. 

Reasons g i v e n by t h e e s t a t e households i n b o t h Houghton 

l e S p r i n g and Chester l e S t r e e t are c o n s i s t e n t w i t h o t h e r 

o b s e r v a t i o n s i n suburbs and o v e r s p i l l communities. The 

o v e r s p i l l communities are u s u a l l y from areas o f poor h o u s i n g 

( a l m o s t lOO^o o f these i n t e r v i e w e d i n Worsley, see C u l l i n g w o r t h 

I 9 o 0 ) and good h o u s i n g condition's are by f a r t h e g r e a t e s t 

http://ea.se


a t t r a c t i o n . I n a s t u d y o f o v e r s p i l l i t was f o u n d t h a t 

Q5fo 01 those moving from London t o Swindon (80 m i l e s 

away) gave 'decent h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s ' as t h e main reason 

f o r moving ( C u l l i n g w o r t h l^bl). 

I n t h e v o l u n t a r y movement t o t h e suburbs t h e 

m a j o r i t y o f people wish t o combine the advantages of" town 

and c o u n t r y . I n h i s s t u d y o f Glengormley, a B e l f a s t 

suburb, J~..H.Johnson observed t h a t those who p r e v i o u s l y 

i i v e d i n the c i t y moved' out t o t h e suburbs m a n i f e s t l y 

f o r b e t t e r h o u s i n g b u t w i t h t h e i m p l i c i t d e s i r e t o remain 

near the c i t y w h i l e those f r o m elsewhere moved n e a r e r t h e 

c i t y i n o r d e r t o be n e a r e r t h e i r work ( o r employment 

p r o s p e c t s ) y e t a t t h e same time a v o i d i n g the l e s s p l e a s i n g 

environment o f t h e c i t y p r o p e r - a p r e c a r i o u s t i g h t - r o p e 

walk or t h e w h i m s i c a l w o r k i n g o f what Colby c a l l s 'the 

Human E q u a t i o n . 1 

S e r v i c e o r i e n t a t i o n o f p r i v a t e e s t a t e s : 

One o± t h e main problems i n d o r m i t o r y towns i s t h e 

degree t o which l o c a i f a c i l i t i e s c a t e r f o r t h e urban needs 

o f t h e r e s i d e n t s . I n the case o f oufrard suburban movement 

the problem i s mae complex and one needs t o know j'ust what 

th e new r e s i d e n t s are pr e p a r e d t o p r o c u r e l o c a l l y and how 

much t h e y l o o k back t o t h e p a r e n t town. Next t o employment, 



shopping i s t h e most i m p o r t a n t t a s k o f a household and 

i t was, t h e r e f o r e , decided t o s t u d y the snopping h a b i t s o f 

households on t h e Penshaw e s t a t e . 

Some i n f o r m a t i o n on. shopping was o b t a i n e d f o r a l l 

p r i v a t e e s t a t e s t h r o u g h t h e Shopping Q u e s t i o n n a i r e Survey 

(see S e c t i o n 2 ) . I n the i n t e r v i e w survey 01 t h e Penshaw 

e s t a t e a i l households were asked t o i n d i c a t e t h e p l a c e 

where t h e b u l k o f t h e weekly g r o c e r i e s were purchased 

and the f r e q u e n c y o i snopping t r i p s t o Sunderland and 

Houghton l e S p r i n g . 

( a ) The Penshaw e s t a t e 

L o c a l f a c i l i t i e s are o f an adequate s t a n d a r d f o r 

weekly shopping purposes. There are t h r e e c e n t r e s i n 

t h e immediate area ; Shiney Row, t h e l a r g e s t , i s a r a p i d l y 

d'eve-LOping v i l l a g e c e n t r e w i t h a f a i r c r o s s - s e c t i o n o f snops 

which i n c l u d e d among t n e 28 shops a l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e 

and a moaern supermarket; t h e o t h e r two c e n t r e s , B a r n w e l l 

and Penshaw, are e s s e n t i a l l y f o o d c e n t r e s though each has 

a chemist shop. Few Herrinrgton., a s h o r t d i s t a n c e away, 

i s a l s o i n c l u d e d among t h e l o c a l c e n t r e s , 

Sunderland and t h e l o c a l c e n t r e s a t t r a c t e d 88^ o f 

a l l households w h i l e 3% bought t h e i r g r o c e r i e s f r o m m o b i l e 

shops or had the"! d e l i v e r e d w i t h o u t c a l l i n g a t t h e shops. 



Houghton l e S p r i n g (47°) w a s x n e o n l y o t h e r i m p o r t a n t 

c e n t r e . I n t h e f o l l o w i n g a n a l y s i s o f consumer be h a v i o u r 

o n l y purcnases made a t t h e l o c a l c e n t r e s and Sunderland 

aire d e s c r i b e d . 

A d e r a i l e d a n a l y s i s 01 t h e consumer o r i e n t a t i o n o f 

households on t h e e s t a t e suggested t h a t t h e r e were t h r e e 

main f a c t o r s i n f l u e n c i n g t h e c h o i c e o f c e n t r e f o r t h e 

purchase o f g r o c e r i e s . These were: 

( a ) P r e v i o u s r e s i d e n c e o f households 

( b ) w o r k i n g s t a t u s o i t h e w i f e 

( c ) Place 01 employment 01 worKing wives; 

T able B.-18 shows t h e percentage o f households t h a t 

shopped a t eacn c e n t r e . Sunderland a t t r a c t e d ' 35$ and 

t h e l o c a l c e n t r e s 53̂ »» o f a x i households b u t t h e percentage 

shopping a t e i t h e r c e n t r e v a r i e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y w i t h 

d i f f e r e n c e s , i n t h e p r e v i o u s r e s i d e n c e o f households. Thus, 

Sunderxand a t t r a c t e d 42?° o f t h e 1Sunderxana' households 

b u t o n l y 2l;-n o i a i l o t h e r s . The l o c a l c e n t r e s showed an 

i n v e r s e r e x a t i o n s h i p and from 4&?o o f t h e 'Sunderxand 1 

households t h e i r share rose t o 62$ o f a l l o t h e r s , p r e v i o u s 

r e s i d e n c e was, t h e r e f o r e , a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r i n f l u e n c i n g 

t h e p l a c e where weekly g r o c e r i e s were purchased.. 



Table B.18 

Weekly Groceries - Penshaw Estate 
PREVIOUS RESIDENCE V/ORK STATUS (Wife) TOTAL 

Place of Purchase Sunderland Elsewhere Working Non-working 

Sunderland 
* 

42.0 

% 

20.6 

* 
53.1 

% 

26.7 

% 
34.6 

Local Centres 48.2 62.0 32.9 61.5 53-0 

Other Centres 7.5 14.1 10.2 9.7 9.7 

At door 2.3 3.3 3.8 2.1 2.7 

TOTAL 174 92 79 

Table BV18 also divides households i n t o those w i t h working 

wives and those wi t h o u t . Sunderland a t t r a c t e d twice as high 

a percentage or working wives households as of non-working 

wives households (53> against 2rJ°/o). The l o c a l centres again 

showed" an inverse r e l a t i o n s h i p and were only h a l f as a t t r a c t i v e 

to working wives households as to non-working wives households 

(53^ against 627b). The dependence of the l o c a l centres on 

non-working wives i s snown by the f a c t t h a t working wives households 

formed only I870 of the t o t a l wno shopped l o c a l l y compared 

to 4670 of those wno shopped i n Sunderland (working wives 

households formed 30^ of a i l households on the e s t a t e ) . 

Table B.19 i d e n t i f i e s v a r i a t i o n s between working wives 1 

and non-working wives households t h a t had pre v i o u s l y l i v e d i n 

the same area. Note t h a t Sunderland a t t r a c t e d twice as high a 



Table B.19 

PREVIOUS RESIDENCE 
Place of purchase Sunderland Elsewhere 

Working Non-working Working Non-working 
% % % % 

Sunderland 64 .2 31.4 26.0 18.8 

Local Centres 25.0 59.3 52.1 65.2 

Other centres 9.0 6.8 13.2 14.5 

At door 1.8 2.5 8.7 1.5 

TOTAL households 56 118 23 69 

percentage oi' working wives households as of non-working 

wives households from among those households t h a t p r e v i o u s l y 

l i v e d i n Sunderland (64^ against 317°) • The locaj. centies on 

the other hand a t t r a c t e d a high percentage 01 Sunderland 

households when they contained non-working wives (59/v»j but 

r e l a t i v e l y few when there were working wives (2 5 / ° ) . 

Place of employment; i s also an important f a c t o r determining 

shopping o r i e n t a t i o n . Table B..20 divides households i n t o 

four work groups, one of wiiich i s wives t h a t work i n Sunderland, 

the most important employment centre f o r women. 

Ta'ble ti.zO (a) shows the 'Sunderland' households div i d e d 

i n t o f o u r work groups. Bunderland received i t s maximum 

patronage from those households with wives working i n yunderiand 

(677 b); there i s then a decline by ex p l i c a b l e stages to those t h a t 

are 'working' (647°) to those t h a t work outside ounderiand (.43/'°J 
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and f i n a l l y the non-working wives households ( ,3iy°) . The 

l o c a l centres a t t r a c t a small percentage oi' a i l working 

wives households but 597° of the non^working wives households. 

Table B .20 (b) shows t h a t Sunderland a t t r a c t e d a low 

percentage ox a i l 'non-aimaeriand' household groups 

but w i t h an expected high f o r those w i t h wives working 

i n Sundenand ^40^) and a low l o r those w i t h wives working 

elsewhere, none 01 the eight such households. The l o c a l 

centres r e t a i n e d at least, h a l f of the grocery purchases' 

of the three working wives groups of households but t h e i r 

maximum a t t r a c t i o n was f o r non-working wives households 

(,65%). Note th a t the households t h a t p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d 

l o c a l l y d i d not have a s i g n i f i c a n t i n f l u e n c e on any of 

the household groups; i n t h e i r shopping h a b i t s they were 

remarkably s i m i l a r t o the other households t h a t had" 

pr e v i o u s l y l i v e d outside Sunderland. 

i?'or comparison w i t h the r e s t 01 the Penshaw Ward : 

use i s made of data obtained from the Shopping questionnaire 

survey; i n t h i s survey 72 households i n the r e s t 01 the 

ward were interviewed. This survey i s also used i n the 

computation of the durable goods expenditure 01 both the 

estate (.sample of 12 households) and the r e s t of the ward. 

The Family Expenuiture Survey was used to estimate the amount 

of money t h a t would have been spent on eacn of the durable 



goods items included i n the questionnaire ^see Table 

u . 22 i n the Appendix). 

There was a marked c o n t r a s t between the estate 

and the r e s t o±' the wara 1'or the purchase 01 weekly-

gr o c e r i e s , unly y$> of households i n the r e s t 01 the 

ward purchased t h e i r weekly groceries i n Sunderland; 

77̂ o bought t h e i r s at the l o c a l centres wniie a f u r t h e r 

1O/0 bought t h e i r s from mobile shops. 

Table B . 2 1 shov/s the percentage of durable goods 

expenditure made at the d i f f e r e n t centres. aecause of 

the smallness of the estate sample i t i s necessary to 

po i n t out t h a t there i s probably a .Newcastle bias im the 

sampie. Two of the tweive households had pr e v i o u s l y 

l i v e d i n Newcastle and wailsend respectively;whereas only 

5?° of a n estate households had previous l y l i v e d i n 

Tyneside. 

The e s t a t e ^ expenditure p a t t e r n shows a marked 

d i s s i m i l a r i t y to the r e s t of the ward, .uocal and other 

small centres a t t r a c t e d a sizeable p r o p o r t i o n 01 the durable 

goods expenditure 01 the r e s t o i the ward whereas the 

estate's was channelled t o the r e g i o n a l centres, Newcastle 

and Sunderland. I n bald s t a t i s t i c s , 33/'* oi' durable goods 

expenditure was made ouuside the r e g i o n a l centres by the 

r e s t of the ward compared to only 9fo by the e s t a t e . The 



Table B.21 

Durable Goods Expenditure - Penshaw ward 

Type of house occupied Sunderland Newcastle Local Others Sample of 
% % % % Households 

L.A. Housing 
(Counci1) 

60.1 5.5 22.3 12.1 40 

(£30 & under R.V. 
P R I V A T E [ £ 3 1 _ 5 6 R # V > 

H 0 U S E S (£57 ft over R.V. 

55.6 6.3 17.4 20.7 16 (£30 & under R.V. 
P R I V A T E [ £ 3 1 _ 5 6 R # V > 

H 0 U S E S (£57 ft over R.V. 

71.9 1.9 21.3 4.9 11 

(£30 & under R.V. 
P R I V A T E [ £ 3 1 _ 5 6 R # V > 

H 0 U S E S (£57 ft over R.V. 66.9 14.5 14.6 4.0 5 

rest of Penshaw Wd. 61.4 6.0 20.4 12.2 72 

Penshaw Estate 74.2 17.2 8.1 0.5 12 

explanation l o r t h i s i s p a r t l y the newness ol' the estate hut 

as Table B . 2 1 demonstrates, socio-economic d i f f e r e n c e s 

probably account f o r the fundamental d i f f e r e n c e s between the 

shopping h a b i t s ol households on the estate and those i n 

the r e s t of the ward. 

* For d i f f e r e n c e s i n the shopping ha b i t s of households 

od d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l class, see Section 2 uhapter 6 . 



I n the r e s t 01 the ward, households were divi d e d i n t o 

f o u r groups based on the type of house occupied. These were 

{&) council houses 

(b) p r i v a t e houses ox low rateable value (R.V. £ 3 0 and under) 

(c ) p r i v a t e houses of intermediate rateable value ( £ 5 7 or more) 

(see page204 f o r j u s t i f i c a t i o n of these d i v i s i o n s ) . Households 

i n the lowest valued p r i v a t e houses and c o u n c i l households 

spent the l e a s t i n the r e g i o n a l centres, b2yb and 6670 

r e s p e c t i v e l y of t h e i r durable goods expenditure. There 

was then a stepped increase i n expenditure i n the r e g i o n a l 

centres w i t h incfease i n the rateable vaiues of the houses: 

74?" by households i n intermediate vaiued p r i v a t e houses 

and 8170 by those i n the highest vaiued p r i v a t e houses. On 

the estate of durable goods expenditure was a t t r a c t e d 

to the r e g i o n a l centres. 

Throughout the present study there has been constant 

evidence of a continued association by estate households w i t h 

the parent-town. The p r o x i m i t y 01 the estate to Sunderland 

i s to some extent responsible r o r t n i s close association; thus, 

QQffo of 'Sunderland' households shopped i n the town at l e a s t 

once a week. The households th a t p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d outside 

Sunderland shopped less f r e q u e n t l y i n the town (575^° v i s i t e d ' 

i t at l e a s t once a week f o r snopping) than 'Sunderland' households 



"but as f r e q u e n t l y as households i n the r e s t of the ward. 

Very few households e i t h e r d i d not v i s i t Sunderland f o r 

shopping or very r a r e l y d i d so; the large m a j o r i t y of these 

p r e f e r r e d to shop i n Newcastle and were gen e r a l l y those 

t h a t had pre v i o u s l y l i v e d i n Newcastle or i t s h i n t e r l a n d . 

For instance, a housewife who pre v i o u s l y i i v e d i n F a t f l e l d , 

one mile from the estate hut west of the r i v e r Wear, spoke 

of Newcastle as the 'town' and continued t o shop there i n 

preference to Sunderland. 

I n contrast to the strong association w i t h Sunderland 

was the tenuous l i n k between the estate and the town of 

Houghton l e Spring. I t has been seen t h a t few resi d e n t s had 

pre v i o u s l y l i v e d in- the urban d i s t r i c t , t h a t few were employed 

there and t h a t few used the town centre at Houghton l e Spring 

f o r t h e i r weekly grocery purchases; i n a l l these things the 

town centre was completely dominated by the stronger a t t r a c t i o n 

to Sunderland. 

Only 27 households {'LO/o) v i s i t e d Houghton l e Spring weekly 

and of these 20 were f o r snopping purposes. Of the 58 

households which had v i s i t e d the torai centre at l e a s t once 

i n the previous s i x months, 47 d i d some shopping, 5 paid t h e i r 

r a t e s , 2 went f o r purely s o c i a l reasons, 1 to the maternity 

cj . i n i c and 2 OUT. of c u r i o s i t y . Excluding those who r e g u l a r l y 



purchased t h e i r weekly groceries i n the town centre 

( l l housenolds), the snopping t r i p seemed to be one or 

c u r i o s i t y : 'a look i n t o Woolworths to see i f there i s 

anything i n t e r e s t i n g ' or 'a walk round the shops'. Many 

householders explained t h a t i t was not worthwhile going 

down to pay the rates hakf-yeariy ao they had resorted 

to posting t h e i r payments by cheque. 

(b) Chester l e Street (excj.uci.es North Loage) 

I n the Chester l e Street estates there was more 

assoc i a t i o n w i t h the town.. This was f o r severa± reasons 

(a) there v/ere r e l a t i v e l y fewer households from Tyneside/ 

Wearside and more from the local area 

(b) a high percentage of housewives were employed l o c a l l y 

(c) the estated were a physical p a r t of the town, and 

( d j e x c e l l e n t shopping f a c i l i t i e s were a v a i l a b l e i n Chester 

l e S t r e e t . 

As a r e s u l t of the above f a c t o r s there was, i n a d d i t i o n 

to the expectecl switch from Sunderland to Newcastle, a 

lower percentage of durable gooas expenditure i n the 

r e g i o n a l centres and a l a r g e r percentage expenditure i n 

the l o c a i centre, Chester l e S t r e e t . 

http://excj.uci.es


Table B .22 

C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t ( f o u r wards of the town) 

Durable goods expenditure 

Type of house occupied Newcastle Sunderland 
Sample 

L o c a l Others House 
holds 

% % 

C o u n c i l 22.8 1.5 74.1 1.6 72 

P ( R.V. £30 and under 20.4 2.8 75.0 1.8 17 
r ( -

i ( R . V . £31 -£56 26.0 1.8 71.6 0.6 21 
v ( 
a ( R . V . £57 and over 
+ 

51.0 2.5 43.9 2.6 17 
X 

ALL above 27.2 1.9 . 69.3 1.6 127 

A l l on p r i v a t e e s t a t e s 59.3 5.1 31.4 4.2 17 

'Associated* households 55-3 3.3 39.7 1.7 6 
on p r i v a t e e s t a t e s 



Table B.22 shows much the same di f f e r e n c e s between 

the estate households and the r e s t of the town's population 

as was the case between the Penshaw estate and the rescof 

i t s ward. The tar.>le stresses t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e s between 

the shopping ha b i t s of estate households and those of the 

l o c a i population are not only because of socio-economic 

d i i f e r e n c e s but also because of the outside association 

of the m a j o r i t y of the estate households. l\he l a t t e r i s 

brought out by comparing the durable goods expenditure 

p a t t e r n of those households on the p r i v a t e estates t h a t 

were 'associated' w i t h Chester l e S t r e e t , i . e . had p r e v i o u s l y 

l i v e d i n the town or because the w i f e worked l o c a l l y , 

With tne other household groups .She expenditure p a t t e r n 

of the 'associated' p r i v a t e estate households i s . very ciose 

t o that 01 the l o c a l households i n tne highest va-lu^ed 

p r i v a t e houses. 

The above study of p r i v a t e estates i n Houghton 

l e Spring and Chester l e Street suggests t n a t the snopping 

hab i t s 01 the estate residents d i f f e r s i g n i f i c a n t l y from 

those 01 the l o c a l population. I t has been 

demonstrated t h a t consumer behaviour on the estates i s 

s t r o n g i y influenced by the previous residence 01 tne household, 

the work status of the w i f e , the place of employment 



or working wives ana the socio-economic status of the 

re s i d e n t s . The preaeno stuay suggests t h a t there i s 

considerable scope f o r f u t u r e research i n t o the shopping 

ha b i t s of households on new p r i v a t e estates. Research 

ought to be d i r e c t e d at discovering whether p r i v a t e 

estate households adopt shopping hab i t s t h a t are s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

d i i f e r e n t t o the l o c a l households and whether apparent 

d i f f e r e n c e s are merely symptoms of the process of 

assimilation.. 



Chapter 4 

Sphere of Influence 

Shopping 

Both Houghton l e Spring and Chester i e Street are 

weekly shopping centres. They serve t h e i r h i n t e r l a n d 

populations w i t h a range of shops supplying food and 

lower order durable goods ( t h e o r e t i c a l l y a l l goods t h a t 

are siipplied at centres below the r e g i o n a l centre l e v e l ; 

i n t h i s area the r e g i o n a l centres are at .Newcastle and 

Sunderland). I n Section 2 the f u n c t i o n s , h i n t e r l a n d 

population, consumer a t t r a c t i o n and trade area of each 

centre are described f u l l y from data obtained through 

the Shopping Questionnaire Survey, I n t n i s chapter, the 

trade area of each centre i s derived mainly from an 

analysis of the trade areas of a s e l e c t i o n of shops; 

the r e s u l t s were, however, s i m i l a r to those obtained 

from the Questionnaire Survey. 

Houghton l e Spring i s smaller and less prosperous a 

centre than Chester l e S t r e e t . This i s evident from both 

the number of r e t a i l establishments and the ground f l o o r 

shopping space i n eacn of the centres. I n the town centre 

of Chester l e Street there are about l l O shops, nearly 

a l l are i n Front S t r e e t . I n Houghton l e Spring there are 



about 60 shops i n the town centre; Newbottie Street i s 

the main snopping s t r e e t and contains the l a r g e r and more 

moaern shops, but there are aiso many shops i n Sunderland 

s t r e e t . I n Chester l e Street the ground f l o o r snopping 

space i s 164,000 sq. f t . and i n Houghton l e Spring, 

9i|000 sq. f t . (storage space i s included i n both). 

Differences i n the number of establishments and 

i n the t o t a l ground f l o o r space suggest t h a t turnover 

i n Chester i e Street i s almost twice t h a t of Houghton 

l e Spring, but info r m a t i o n obtained from the Census of 

D i s t r i b u t i o n and the shopping questionnaire survey ind i c a t e s 

t h a t Chester l e Street's turnover i s at l e a s t three times 

t h a t of Houghton l e Spring. 

Table B.23 

R e t a i I turnovers 

I 9 5 i 1 9 6 l 
Chester TJ.D. Houghton u.D. Chester TJ..D.. Houghton TJ.D. 
£'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 

Convenience 
goods 

972 1,-682 1,740 2,850 

Durable 
goods 

1,182 713 2,101 971 

TOT Ali 2,i54 2,395 3,841 3,821 

(Turnover i n 1950 i s based on 1961 c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ) 



I n the uensus of D i s t r i b u t i o n of 196l the t o t a l 

turnover i n both urban d i s t r i c t s was almost exactly the 

same (see Table B.-23). There were, however, s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e s between the towns. F i r s t l y , noughton l e Spring's 

population was one and a h a l f times/that of Chester l e s t r e e t ; 

secondly, convenience goods sales formed 757° of t o t a l 

turnover i n Houghton l e Spring but only 45?= i n Chester l e 

Stre e t ; and t h i r d l y , i n absolute terms the durable goods 

sales i n Houghton l e Spring were less than h a l f those in. 

Chester i e S t r e e t . 

Table B .24 

Central Area turnover 

Chester l e Street Houghton l e Spring 
£ ' 0 0 0 £ '000 

Convenience goods 1,550 530 

Durable goods 2,050 548 

TO'i'Aij 3i600 1,078 

(N.B. Chester l e s t r e e t ' s turnover i s estimated from the 

town'' centre'syfehare of the t o t a l shopping space i n the urban 

d i s t r i c t . ) 

I n f o r m a t i o n on Central Area turnover was s p e c i a l l y 

extracted by the .board of Trade f o r Houghton l e Spring . 

* obtained through, the Durham County Planning O f f i c e . 



S i m i l a r information was not obtained f o r Chester l e 

Street since the Central area i s the only important 

shopping centre i n tne urban d i s t r i c t ; ground, f i o o r 

shopping space outside the Central area i s less than 

10f> of the t o t a l i n the urban d i s t r i c t . 

I n the 1961 Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n , only 22"/o of the 

r e t a i l establishments i n Houghton l e Spring U.D. were 

i n the Central area. There are large v i l l a g e centres 

at Shiney Row (28 shops), Fence Houses (21 shopsj, 

C o l l i e r y Row ( 2 1 shops), New Herrington. (17 shops) and 

a small centre at Barnwell (8 shops) . as a r e s u l t 

the c e n t r a l area's share of t o t a l turnover i n the urban 

d i s t r i c t was only 28?o; i t was of course, much higher 
than f o r convenience goods 

f o r durable goods/(18^). The low turnover i n the Central 

area and i t s low share of tne t'otai turnover i n the urban 

d i s t r i c t are clear i n d i c a t o r s of a weakness i n Houghton 

le Spring's shopping centre. 

I t would appear from Table B .24 t h a t turnover i n 

Chester l e o t r e e t ' s Central area was about 3# times 

that of Houghton l e Spring's i n 1 9 6 l ; the durable goods 

saies i n Chester l e Street were almost f o u r times those 

of Houghton l e Spring. Turnover i n Chester le Street's 

* the number of shops was counted i n a survey i n 1965« 



Centra.1 area i s based OH. the generous estimate t h a t 

turnover outside the C e n t r a l area would nox have exceeded 

lOJb of the t o t a i i n the urban d i s t r i c t v i z . turnover 

that i s d i r e c t l y p r o p o r t i o n a l to the percentage of shopping 

space outside the Cenxral area. 

D i r e c t comparison cannot normally be made between 

published f i g u r e s f o r i n d i v i d u a l towns f o r 1950 ana 1961 

because 01 the element of non-response and i n t e r c e n s a i 

changes i n scope, coverage and pr e s e n t a t i o n . Comparable 

f i g u r e s based^n. the 19oi c l a s s i f i c a t i o n were, however, 

obtained from the Board of Trade for both urban d i s t r i c t s 

f or 1950. Changes between the two censuses can, th e r e f o r e , 

be f a i r l y a c c u r a t e l y observed i'or both towns. 

.between 1950 and 1.961 t o t a l turnover i n Chester l e 

S t r e e t U.D. inc r e a s e d by 787° and i n Houghton l e Spring 

TJ.D. by 590/o ( n a t i o n a l i n c r e a s e was 78fo). rhere was, 

however, a mucfi more s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e between the 

two urban d i s t r i c t s i n durable goods turnover; i n Chester 

l e s t r e e t U.JJ. t h i s i n c r e a s e d by 76% but i n Houghton l e 

Spring U.D. the i n c r e a s e was only 36yi (see Table B..23). 

The d e c l i n e i n lioughton l e Spring's snopping centre was 

c h i e f l y i n durable gooas turnover and t h i s i s r e f l e c t e d i n 



c r i t i c i s m s voiced by shoppers and shopkeepers i n the 

area (see page 172 ) . Since 1961 the major developments 

i n the shopping centre have g e n e r a l l y followed the 1950A>>1 

trend. Except f o r the t r a n s f e r f e n c e o r Woolworth to 

a l a r g e r and more modern b u i l d i n g (almost d i r e c t l y opposite 

the old b u i l d i n g ira lower WewDott'le S t r e e t ) a l l the 

important developments have been ua.rried out by food d e a l e r s 

e^g. the establishment of two m u l t i p l e supermarkets, .fine 

Fare and trough's and the estabJ.isnment o f another m u l t i p l e 

supermarket, Moore's, i n the property vacated by Woolworth. 

I n tue ohopping questionnaire Survey 01 the h i n t e r l a n d s 

01 both centres ( s e e S e c t i o n 2) i t was f'ouna tnat on an 

average in® population served oy Chester l e S t r e e t was 

about thee times that o f Houghton l e Spring. T a b l e C.lb 

and 17 show that d i i f e r e n e e s between the populations served 

by each centre v a r i e d with the type o f good. For convenience 

goods ( g r o c e r i e s and meats) and lower order durable goods 

(chemist gooas, T.V. s e t s , hardware, k i t c h e n appliances 

and cycles/prams) the population served by Chester l e S t r e e t 

was approximately twice t i i a t 01 Houghton l e Spring. For 

the higher order durable goods the d i f f e r e n c e s were g r e a t e r . 

T h e population served by Chester l e S t r e e t f o r c l o t h i n g 

and footwear was between four and f i v e times that o f Houghton 



l e Spring; f o r j e w e l l e r y and f u r n i t u r e the populations 

served by Chester l e S t r e e t were r e s p e c t i v e l y eight and 

nine times that of Houghton l e Spring ( t h e r e were i n 

f a c t no s p e c i a l i s t shops i n the l a t t e r f o r e i t h e r of 

tnese goods). 

I t would appear from tfte above that Chester l e 

S t r e e t o i f e r s a wider range and g r e a t e r choice of shops 

than Houghton i e Spring and one f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n 

of these d i f f e r e n c e s i n the s i z e and s t a t u s 01 the shopping 

ce n t r e s i s the degree to which m u l t i p l e o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

are represented. 

Only two of the major non-food m u l t i p l e s , .burton's 

and Woolworth's, are found i n Houghton i e Spring. I n 

a d d i t i o n to these two, s e v e r a l others are represented i n 

Chester l e S t r e e t ; the more important of tnese are Jackson's 

( t a i l o r ) , Soot's anu. T.White's ( c h e m i s t s ) , Hardy's ana 

SmitliCts ( f u r n i s h e r s ) and Tate's ( r a d i o and T.V.). 

Grocery m u l t i p l e s are l e s s important as i n d i c a t o r s of the 

s t a t i i s of a shopping centre but there i s , n e v e r t h e l e s s , 

a d i s t i n c t concentration of grocery m u l t i p l e s i n b e t t t e r 

grade c e n t r e s . I n Chester l e S t r e e t there were eleven 

grocery m u l t i p l e s and i n Houghton l e Spring there were 

s i x ( i n c l u d i n g co-operative s t o r e s i n both c e n t r e s ) . 
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The s e l l i n g f ioorspace of grocery m u l t i p l e s i n Chester 

l e S t r e e t was more than twice t h a t 01 Houghton l e 

Spring (i4,000 a g a i n s t 6,650 s q . f t . ) * 

These f u n c t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s between the towns 

can best be summed up by taking aa inward view of the 

two town c e n t r e s and examining sometning 01 the impact 

which they have had on the s t r u c t u r e of each settlement's 

C e n t r a l Area. 

I n Chester l e S t r e e t , c e n t r a l place functions have 

always been c a r r i e d on i n Front S t r e e t . The only 

changes have been an extension of a c t i v i t i e s along lower 

Front S t r e e t and to the north of the r e c e n t l y covered 

Gong Burn ( c , i 9 5 b ) . Throughout the town's h i s t o r y the 

nortn end of Front S t r e e t has been the most important 

(and o l d e s t ) part of the town and the highest r a t e a b l e 

v a i u s s are s t i l l found i n t h i s p a r t 01 the town centre 

(see i''ig.B.7a). A comparison 01 the r a t e a b l e values 

of 1934 and 1963 i n Fig.B.7b snows that there has been 

no post-war d e c l i n e i n any part of the town centre (even 

a f t e r a l l o w i n g f o r d e p r e c i a t i o n i n the vaiue or the £ ) . 

The most i n t e r e s t i n g i n c r e a s e s were i n the two blocks 

north of the covered Wong Burn; the western biock (R.V.£20 

* Survey by D.Thorpe i n 1965 



£29 per t o o t frontage) has on±y r e c e n t l y b e e n developed 

f o r coinmerciax purposes. T h e i n c r e a s e d v a i u e i n t h i s 

a r e a can be accounted f o r b y the covering o f the Cong 

B u m , the t r a n s f e r e n c e o f t h e s t a x l market to the covered 

area and i t s proximity t o the h e a r t 01 the town c e n t r e . 

I t was seen that during the i9'Ch century there 

w a s a t r a n s f e r e n c e 01 c e n t r a l place a c t i v i t i e s i n Houghton 

l e Spring from the M a r k e t Place 01 the oiu. v i l l a g e t o 

Sunaerland S t r e e t . During the 20th century there has been 

a f u r t h e r movement to fliewbottie S t r e e t . I n tne 

posu-war puriod there has b e e n a f u r t h e r concentration of 

a c t i v i t i e s i n Newbottie s t r e e t a n a a corresponding 

diminution i n Sunderland S t r e e t and church S t r e e t (the 

o l a c e n t r e ) . Fig.B.8 shows t h e post-war r a t e a b l e v a l u e s 

a n a changes i n the tnree comraerciaj. s t r e e t s . 

The switch 01 c e n u r a x place a c t i v i t i e s from Sunderland 

S t r e e t t o Newbottie S t r e e t occurrea a t the turn of the 

century and was prompted b y the presence o i undeveloped 

land on the west s i a e oi the street- (lower and miadie 

Eewbottj.e S t r e e t ) , the present high valued area. As a 

r e s u l t tne a v a i l a b l e land a t t r a c t e d l a r g e r e s t a D i i s n m e n t s 

and new f u n c t i o n s , e.g. the cinema. Sunderland S t r e e t , 

on t h e other hand, dec l i n e d i n importance s i n c e expansion 

was l i m i t e d b y the small s i z e o f i t s establishments, t h e 



absence of undeveloped p l o t s , the high e l e v a t i o n of 

upper Sunderland S t r e e t and i t s d i s t a n c e from the populated 

areas of Newbottie, Shiney How e t c . (to the east of 

Sunderland s t r e e t i s the s p a r s e l y populated Magnesian 

limestone p l a t e a u ) . I n recent years s e v e r a l firms 

have t r a n s f e r r e d operations from Sunderland S t r e e t to 

Newbottie S t r e e t . 

A comparison of the r a t e a b l e values of 1954 and J.963 

in. Houghton l e Spring's C e n t r a l area (^Fig.B.Sb) shows 

that lower Newbottie S t r e e t i n c r e a s e d i n value and middle 

Newbottie S t r e e t remained at a constant high value, 

upper Newbottie S t r e e t , Sunderland S t r e e t and Church 

S t r e e t , the lower valued areas, a i l d e c l i n e d i n vaiue 

during the same period.^Allowance i s made f o r d e p r e c i a t i o n 

i n the value of the £ ) . 

The concentration of a c t i v i t i e s i n lower and middle 

Newbobtle S t r e e t i s not so much a c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of 

a c t i v i t i e s as a r e t r e a t or withdraw^ int o a safe zone. 

T h i s trend appears to have r e s u l t e d f i r s t l y , because 

entrepreneurs are r e l u c t a n t to move away from t n i s zone 

because i n a decxinlng centre l i k e Houghton l e Spring-

such a move might be economic s u i c i d e and secondly, because 

of the u n c e r t a i n t y engendered by the proposed development 

plan f o r the town c e n t r e . The present plan has been i n 



i t s proposed stage for some time; i t h a s gone through 

i t s p u b l i c e x h i b i t i o n and pu b l i c e n q u i r i e s c h r y s a l i s e s 

and i n the meanwhile the centre seems to be l o s i n g i t s 

v i t a l f o r c e . So much 01 the town centre i s 'r i p e ' f o r 

redevelopment that l i t t l e can be done u n t i l the plan i s 

f i n a l l y approved; i t i s c e r t a i n that most of upper 

Newbottie S t r e e t and Sunderland S t r e e t w i l l be redeveloped. 

Because the ...gross r a t e a b l e value i s compiled by 

the C e n t r a l Government a good deal of s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n can 

be expected throughout the country (see Herbert, 1 9 b l ) . 

Wiuhin a small area i t can be s a f e l y assumed that there 

w i l l be no s i g n i f i c a n t v a r i a t i o n i n the c r i t e r i a used 

i n compiling the gross r a t e a b l e value and so a d i r e c t 

comparison between Chester l e S t r e e t and Houghton l e 

Spring i s v a l i d . I n Figs.B7 (a) and l"8(a) the r a t e 

index i s the gross r a t e a b l e value per foot frontage. 

I n the commercial areas of Chester l e S t r e e t there 

i s no block with a r a t e index of l e s s than £10 whereas 

i n Houghton l e Spring only those blocks i n middie and 

lower Newbottie S t r e e t have a r a t e index of £10 or more. 

I n the maj o r i t y of blocks i n Chester l e S t r e e t the r a t e 

index i s over £20; i n one block the r a t e index i s over £40. 

I n Houghton l e Spring, om> the other hand, only one block 

h a B a r a t e index of oarer £20. 



R e t a i l trade areas 

( a ) Chester l e S t r e e t 

Information was obtained from a c r o s s - s e c t i o n of 

shops i n the shopping c e n t r e . The most u s e f u l were 

from a small department, sto r e ( d e l i v e r i e s ) , a c n i l d r e n ' s 

shop - c y c l e s and prams ( d e l i v e r i e s ) , a m u l t i p l e t a i l o r 

(orders and t h e i r v alue) and a m u l t i p l e f u r n i s h e r 

( d e l i v e r i e s ) ; a i l the above information was f o r the wnole 

of 1963. Information was a l s o obtained from a m u l t i p l e 

supermarket (addresses of customers and values of purchases) 

during a s e l e c t e d week i n 1963. A survey was a l s o made 

of the r e g i s t r a t i o n numbers of a i l c a r s parked i n the 

town centre on a p a r t i c u l a r Saturday; the home addresses 

of the c a r owners was subsequently found out. 

The i n t e n s i v e trade area of centres l i k e Chester 

l e S t r e e t i s u s u a l l y wit'nin a r a d i u s 01 tnree m i l e s . I n 

the Shopping Questionnaire Survey i t was estimated t h a t 

92^o of the food purchased i n Chester l e S t r e e t and 8270 

of the durable goods were bought by consumers who l i v e d 

w i t h i n three miles by road of the shopping c e n t r e . The 

lower order goous had a much s m a l l e r trade area e.g. 957" 

of consumers purchasing chemist goods,lived w i t h i n three 

miles, while tne higiier order durable goods a t t r a c t e d 

consumers from a wider area, e.g. only 77% of consumers' 



purchasing men's c l o t h i n g l i v e d . w i t h i n three miles of the 

cent r e . 

Based on data obtained from shops i t would appear 

that Chester l e S t r e e t ' s i n t e n s i v e trade area (here 

defined as tha t which contains 80-90j& of the centre's trade) 

i s v i r t u a l l y contained w i t h i n the l i m i t s of i t s r u r a i d i s t r i c 

only Kimblesworth p a r i s h (Durham R.D.) l i e s outside but 

the settlement i s only 3 miles from Chester l e S t r e e t . 

Within the rura-i d i s t r i c t there are, however, s e v e r a l 

p a r i s h e s which are not dominated by Chester l e S t r e e t f o r 

the supply of i t s s p e c i a l i s t goods. Of these p a r i s h e s , 

Lamesiey i s without doubt outside a i l but Chester l e S t r e e t ' s 

f r i n g e trade area . I n another four p a r i s h e s , Chester 

l e S t r e e t i s the most important weekly centre but i s 

unable to dominate these areas because of competition from 

other c e n t r e s ; Bummoor and B i r t l e y are a t t r a c t e d towards 

Sunderland and Newcastle r e s p e c t i v e l y , while Urpeth and 

Sacrist'on are drawn towards S t a n l e y and Durham r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

* the two settlements i n t h i s p a r i s h , Kibbiesworth and 

Eightom. banks, look i n s t e a d to Gateshead/Neweastle 

as t h e i r weekly c e n t r e . 

** f o r the l o c a t i o n 01 p a r i s h e s and wards named i n 

t h i s chapter see P i g . C . I . 
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Besides Kimblesworth p a r i s h , Chester l e S t r e e t draws 

a moderate amount of custom from s e v e r a l p a r i s h e s outside 

i t s r u r a l d i s t r i c t ' . Witton G i l b e r t , Framweilgate Moor 

(Durham R.D.) and Fence Houses ward (Houghton i e Spring 

U»D.) are moderately a t t r a c t e d toChester l e S t r e e t and are 

w i t h i n i t s extensive trade area. A smaller but c o n s i s t e n t 

percentage of consumers are a t t r a c t e d from West Rainton 

p a r i s h (Durham R.D.), Esh P a r i s h (Lanchester R.D.) and 

Penshaw ward (Houghton l e Spring U.D.J together with 

Craghead ward ( S t a n l e y U.D.) 

Table B.25 

Chester l e S t r e e t : a/o of trade contained i n 

Chester U.D. Chester R.D. U.D. & R.D 
io $ % 

g (Small department store 
( ( d e l i v e r i e s ) 45.0 5 9 . 7 S4..7 

H /Multiple t a i l o r ( o r d e r s ) 38.9 47 . 4 86.-3 
0 ^ 

( C h i l d r e n ' s shop ( d e l i v e r i e s ) 46.6 40.-5 87.1 
p ( 

/Furnisher ( d e l i v e r i e s ) 4 I « 4 48.b 90.0 
S / 

(Supermarket ( s a l e s ) 6b.o 25.9 92.5 
(Shopping Food 56.5 38.2 94.7 
^Questionnaire Durables 47.6 39.3 86.9 
(Survey 



I n the Shopping Questionnaire Survey i t was found 
that 957° of the food purchases and 87% of the durable goods 

purchases were from consumers who l i v e d w i t h i n the Chester 

l e S t r e e t urban and r u r a l d i s t r i c t s . From an, a n a l y s i s 

of the d e l i v e r i e s , orders and s a l e s of the s e l e c t e d 

shops i t wuuld appear that between 85 and 90% of the 

turnover of non-food shops was from consumers who l i v e d 

within, the two d i s t r i c t s ; i n the supermarket the percentage 

was 937°* The two surveys are, therefore, very s i m i l a r , 

bearing i n mind the v a r i a t i o n s that are to be expected 

i n tiie trade areas of d i f f e r e n t types of shops. Note 

that i n Table B.25 d i f f e r e n c e s between the supermarket's 

trade d i s t r i b u t i o n and tnat 01 'food 1 from the Shopping 

Questionnaire Survey can be accounted f o r by the f a c t that 

the l a t t e r was estimated from the number of consumers 

who v i s i t e d the centre f o r weekly g r o c e r i e s (and meats) 

while tne former was estimated from the a c t u a l s a l e s of 

a complete week and there would, therefore, be a b i a s 

i n favour of trie nearer d i s t r i c t i . e . Chester l e S t r e e t U.D. 

A comparison of the s a l e s o r i g i n of the Chester l e 

S t r e e t supermarket (based on s a l e s f l o o r i n t e r v i e w s of 

a sample of customers during the survey week) with trie 

o r i g i n of orders placed with the m u l t i p l e t a i l o r (70-

75% 01 the totaj. turnover of the shop) brings out the 



v a r i a t i o n s i n the trade areas of d i f f e r e n t types of shops. 

Chester le S t r e e t U.D. and R.D. accounted f o r 93% of t h e 

supermatket 1s turnover compared to 85% of the m u l t i p l e 

t a i l o r ' s . T h e supermarket's trade area c o n s i s t e d of an 

inner i n t e n s i v e zone from which i t drew a v e r y high 

percentage of i t s s a l e s : t h i s area was conterminous 

with the main b u i l t - u p area of Chester l e S t r e e t (see F i g . 

B.12). On the other hand, the addresses of the m u l t i p l e 

t a i l o r ' s customers showed a more even spread (see F i g . 

B.10J; thus, f o r example, the expenditure per household 

for 1963 a t t r a c t e d by the m u l t i p l e t a i l o r was 25s: from 

Chester l e S t r e e t ' s main, b u i l t - u p area, 23s from Gt.Lumiiey 

p a r i s h , 18s from Kimblesworth p a r i s h and 14s from S a c r i s t o n 

r e s p e c t i v e l y w i t h i n one, two, three and four miles of 

the shopping c e n t r e . T h u s , 67?» °f x n e supermarket's s a l e s 

o r i g i n a t e d from w i t h i n the urban d i s t r i c t compared to 39% 

01 the m u l t i p l e t a i l o r ' s . 

Figs.B.9 toiB..13 show the trade areas 01 a s e l e c t i o n 

of shops. From the d i s t r i b u t i o n 01 customers i t i s 

apparent that Chester l e Street, a t t r a c t s a higher than 

expected custom from two a r e a s . The f i r s t i s east ox the 

town at Fence Houses where the d i r e c t l y competing centre i s 

Houghton i e Spring, a weaker c e n t r e . The second i s to the 

south-west of the town ana i n c l u d e s a s t r i n g 01 settlements 
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S a c r i s t o n , Witton G i l b e r t , Langley Park (iL'sh p a r i s h ) 

ana Esh winning; Durham i s the competing centre i n t h i s 

area but i t i s i t s e l f more than three miles from aach 

o±' tiiese settlements and though i t a t t r a c t s a higher 

percentage o f custom than Chester l e Street' from the 

settlements (except S a c r i s t o n ) i t i s unable to dominate 

them. 

A survey of parked c a r s was c a r r i e d out i n December 

1964 to see i f the home addresses of owners c o r r e l a t e d 

with the t r a d i n g data obtained from the snops. T h e 

r e g i s t r a t i o n numbers of a i l c a r s parked i n tne town centre 

at I I a.m. and 2 P« m« ore a Saturday were recorded.. Numbers 

that r e c u r r e d at botn counts were eliminated s i n c e these 

were presumably tnere f o r purposes other tnan snopping. 

Because 01 the small number 01 c a r s with addresses i n 

County Durham i t i s d i f f i c u l t to i n f e r -very much from the 

f i g u r e s . There were 493 c a r s with known addresses- i n 

the region ana of these J.55 c a r s were from the main 

b u i l t - u p area of Chester l e S t r e e t and a f u r t h e r 15 from 

the r e s t of the urban d i s t r i c t . About 11% of the c a r s 
beyond 

were from/what woul.d be considered Chester l e S t r e e t ' s 

* Many ca r s were probably not yet r e g i s t e r e d witn the 

Durham Taxation O f f i c e because of the recent purchase 

of the c a r s or recent a r r i v a l of the owners. 



widest trade area, the ma j o r i t y of these were from 

Newcastle, Gateshead and Sunderland and were presumably 

there f o r commercial reasons: See if'ig.B.14 and Table B .26. . 

Table B .26 

Chester l e S t r e e t : Home addresses of parked c a r s 

Fumber % 

Chester i e S t r e e t U.D.. 170 34.5 

Chester l e S t r e e t R.D.. Ib9 34»3 

Durham R.-D.. 26 5«3 

Houghton l e Spring TT.D. 23 4»7 

Washington! U..D.. 13 2.-6 

Stanley U.D.- 13 2.6" 

Newcastle C.B.. 15 3.-0 

Gateshead C.-B. 12 2.4 

Sunderland. CB.- 8 1.6 

Rest of Co. Durham 44 9 .0 

TUT" AL 493 100^0 

The percentage of home addresses i n the urban and r u r a l 

d i s t r i c t s was 6970: t h i s i s lower than the percentage of 

Chester l e S t r e e t ' s turnover as suggested by an a n a l y s i s 

of trie s e l e c t e d shops and the Shopping Questionnaire Survey 



and i s caused by the unavoidable i n c l u s i o n of non-

shoppers e.g. JNewcastle/Gateshead/Sunderland. wjth the 

e l i m i n a t i o n o i those c a r s t h a t were apparently there f o r 

purposes other than shopping, e.g. Newcastle, the 

percentage of c a r s from tae urban and r u r a i d i s t r i c t s 

was about 80-> wiiich i s approximately the expected amount. 

A d i v i s i o n of addresses of c a r owners int o p a r i s h e s 

and wards snowed that there was a p o s i t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n 

with data from the shops, e s p e c i a l l y from the small 

department s t o r e s . A high c o r r e l a t i o n with data from 

the shops was d i f f i c u l t f o r two reasons: f i r s t l y , the 

small s i z e oi the sample of c a r s and secondly, the f a c t 

that the possession of a c a r obviously v a r i e s with the 

socio-economic s t a t u s of households. I t was quite 

apparent that i n tne c o l l i e r y v i l l a g e s the number of c a r 

addresses was low r e l a t i v e to the number of shoppers th a t 

v i s i t e d the shopping c e n t r e . On the other hand, the 

pa r i s h e s of Ouston, Harraton, Gt. Lumley and Pramwellgate 

Moor show a high r a t i o c f c a r s to shoppers;in a l l four 

p a r i s h e s there are l a r g e p r i v a t e housing e s t a t e s . See 

a l s o Table C.-1. f o r d i f f e r e n c e s i n the r a t e of car-ownership 

by types of houses occupied. 

One feature or shopping i n Chester l e S t r e e t which 

has not so f a r been mentioned i s the r e t a i l s t a l l market. 



The holci.-i.rig of a weekly market was already f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d 

during the inter-war period and the market was t r a n s f e r r e d 

to i t s present spacious s i t e i n 1957 over the tnen 

r e c e n t l y covered Cong Burn. The market covers an area 

of about 10,000 s q . f t . and operates on a F r i d a y . 

I t i s not p o s s i b l e to f i n d s p e c i f i c eviuence f o r the 

a t t r a c t i o n of snoppers to the market but there i s no doubt 

that the presence 01 the market has enhanced the 

po p u l a r i t y 01 Chester l e S t r e e t . Far more people are 

a t t r a c t e d to Chester l e S t r e e t on a F r i d a y than on any 

other shopping day; t h i s i s cunfirmed by the two major 

bus companies whicn operate i n the Chester l e S t r e e t area. 

The s t a l l market i s cunsiaered to be among the l a r g e s t 

i n the region: the nearest markets or comparable or 

l a r g e r s i z e are reckoned to be South S h i e l d s , .Newcastle 

and Stockton. Eacn week there are 120 s t a l l h o l d e r s and 

40 ' p i t c n e r s ' i . e . those wno operate wit'iioui. a s t a l l , 

e i t h e r from a v e n i c l e , a ta b l e or some other improvised 

means. 

(b) Houghton l e Spring 

I t proved more d i f f i c u l t tu obtain information from 

snops i n Houghton l e Spring than i n Chester l e S t r e e t . I n 

the f i r s t place there were fewer l a r g e shops and secondly, 

a l a c k of a l t e r n a t i v e shops i n tne event of a r e f u s a l by the 

http://holci.-i.rig


management of those approached. The most u s e f u l 

ihiormation was obtained from a sraail department store 

(branch 01 trie same f i r m as the one i n Chester l e S t r e e t ) 

and a f u r n i s h e r 1 s . Limited information was a l s o obtained 

from s e v e r a l other food and non-food snops. Because 

of the pau c i t y 01 the data obtained from shops, 

information on Houghton l e Spring's shopping sphere 

of i n f l u e n c e was supplemented by the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

questionnaires to c h i l d r e n at the Houghton Grammar School 

to be f i l l e d i n at home. About one-third (.135) of the 

forms were completed and returned. 

The scnool questionnaire survey showed that the 

shopping centre was moat often used f or the purcnase of 

convenience goods ( g r o c e r i e s and ne a t s ) and low order 

durable goods (chemist goods, T.V. s e t s , hardware, k i t c h e n 

appliances ana cycles/prams). C l o t h i n g and footwear a t t r a c t e d 

v e r y few consumers arid t h i s was e s p e c i a l l y so l o r women's 

clobhing. F u r n i t u r e and jeweilary were tne l e a s t 

purchased r e t a i l items. The Shopping Questionnaire Survey 

showed the same r e s u l t s ; see Table C.17. 

An a p p r e c i a t i o n of the s t a t u s 01 the shopping centre 

can be had from an a n a l y s i s 01 the c r i t i c i s m s made by 

shoppers i n the school questionnaire survey. Parents were 



asked to ' f e e l f r e e to comment on tne shopping and other 

f a c i l i t i e s i n Houghton l e Spring'; about one-third 01 the 

returned questionnaires had a comment. 

I t was unanimously f e l t that the shopping centre 

had an adequate p r o v i s i o n 01 fooa shops. A few 

shoppers suggested that tnere were i n f a c t too many snops 
no 

and advised tha,t there should be/more supermarkets. 

S e v e r a l l o c a l businessmen have a l s o expressed t h i s opinion, 

not because they consider the centre oversnopped i n 

t h i s r e s p e c t but because the preponderance of fooa shops 

s p o i l s the image of the shopping centre and discourages 

other entrepreneurs and consumers from caning to the c e n t r e . 

other tnan f o r fooa p r o v i s i o n there was a general 

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n with tne shopping c e n t r e . C l o t h i n g and 

footwear shops were most often mentioned as inadequate, 

p a r t i c u l a r j . y ' m a t e r i a l ' s t o r e s f o r women who make t h e i r own 

d r e s s e s . S e v e r a l a l s o noted the absence of j e w e l l e r y and 

f u r n i t u r e shops but by f a r the biggest c r i t i c i s m was tne 

l a c k of competition. Some of the comments incxuaed were 

'the same shop i s never passed twice' and 'no competition 

ana so no cnoice' while s e v e r a l f e l t that t n i s brought 

about a 'take i t or ieav.e i t 1 a t t i t u d e i n some shops. 

The l a s t c r i t i c i s m was p a r t i c u l a r l y aimed at the small 

department store which #with the exception of Wooiwortn ;was 



considered the 'only decent shop' i n the c e n t r e . Other 

widely expressed c r i t i c i s m s were: the d i f f i c u l t y of parking 

( t n e r e are no proper car parks near the town c e n t r e ) , a 

d e s i r a b i l i t y oi' a t r a f f i c - f r e e zone i n Newbott.i.e S t r e e t , 

the aosence of cafes* and r e s t a u r a n t s i n the centre ( t h e r e 

i s only one small c a f e ) and the l a r g e r choice a v a i l a b l e 

i n Sunderiand, a mere ten minuses away. 

I n summary i t would appear tha t Houghton l e Spring-

was not considered a s a t i s f a c t o r y weekly shopping c e n t r e . 

T h i s i s probably the reason wny one-third of tnose that 

commented on the snopping f a c i l i t i e s i n the centre suggested 

the need f o r a Marks and Spencer. Perhaps the mcsc 

i n t e r e s t i n g ana widely f e l t c r i t i c i s m was irom a houswwife 

i n G r a s s w e l l , h a l l a mile from ttte town centre: 

'Houghton i s a good shopping centre but l a c k s the Big 

store f a c i l i t i e s and caies. of Sunderland and even i f they 

were there I woufa s t i l l , go to Sunderland for the change and 

day o u t 1 . 

The airove comment n e a t l y summarizes the d i f f i c u l t y that besets 

the shopping ce n t r e , v i z . i t s proximity to the r e g i o n a l 

c e n t r e , Sunderland. The shopping summary of the same 

Gr a s s w e l l housewife i s a l s o very i n t e r e s t i n g and f a i r i y 

typica.L or the use made ox tne shopping c e n t r e : 
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Place of Purchase Items Day 

mobile shop g r o c e r i e s , meats Wed.I'hurs. S a t . 

G r a s s w e l l sundries d a i l y 

Houghton i e Spring greengroceries 
& cakes 

F r i d a y (weekiyj 

Sunderland B i g store shopping 
or window 
gazin>g 

Saturday 
(monthly) 

Houghton l e Spring's trade area i s much sm a l l e r than 

Chester l e S t r e e t ' s . I n the Shopping Questionnaire Survey 

i t was i'ounci that 84/0 oi' i t s durable goods s a l e s were to 

housenoias that l i v e d w i t h i n two miles by road oi the centre 

and 98% to those w i t h i n three m i l e s . I t ' s trade area 

i o r food s a l e s was even s m a l l e r and 95$> of food purchases 

were made by households that l i v e d w i t h i n two m i l e s . 

The snopoing c e n t r e i s v e r y s u s c e p t i b l e to competition 

from other weekly shopping cenures and even f o r i os most 

s p e c i a l i s t f u n c t i o n s i t has a c o n s t r i c t e d trade area 

except where favourable f a c t o r s allow an extension of i t s 

i n n u e n c e . One such favourable area l i e s to the south­

e a s t oi tne town and i n c l u d e s tne Hetton ±e Hole, Easington 

Lane and South Hetton. settlements; there i s a l s o a small 

i n f l u e n c e even as f a r as P e t e r l e e , eight miles away (see 

Fig.B . J . 5and 16). 'i'he reason for the extension of i t s 



i n f l u e n c e beyond three miles i n t h i s a rea i s p a r t l y 

the absence 01 a comparable competing centre and paroly 

the c o n f i g u r a t i o n 01 the r e l i e f ; the Magnesian limestone 

p l a t e a u to the east and a high p a r a l l e l ridge to the 

west impede communications with areas other than aiong 

the north-west/south-east a x i s . 

I n c o n t r a s t to the c h a n n e l l i n g oi trade i n t o Houghton 

l e Spring from the south-east, there are exposed areas 

to the north and west of the town. The Penshaw/Shiney 

Row area i n the north i s w i t n i n the urban d i s t r i c t but 

i s approximately e q u i d i s t a n t to tjjre shopping centres of 

Houghton l e Spring, Chester l e S t r e e t , New Wasnington 

ana Sunderland. There i s consequently a d i f f u s i o n of the 

durable gooas s a l e s generated by tne l o c a l population but 

the m a j o r i t y i s arawn xo Sunaerland. To the west oi the 

shopping ce n t r e , at Pence Houses, i t s i n f l u e n c e i s l i m i t e d 

to two miles because of the competing centre-' at Chester 

l e S t r e e t . Pigs.E.9 and B.15 are comparable i n that they 

r e f e r to the same period of time ana show by d e l i v e r i e s the 

trade areas 01 two branches of tne same f i r m . The e f f e c t i v e 

boundary between tne trade areas of the two smaii department 

s t o r e s i s nearer Houghton le Spring than Chester l e S t r e e t , 

two miles and three miles r e s p e c t i v e l y from the c e n t r e s . 



The moat s t r i k i n g d i i f e r e n c e between the shopping 

centres of Chester l e S t r e e t and Houghton l e Spring i s 

the i n a b i l i t y of the l a t t e r to dominate i t s h i n t e r l a n d , 

even, i t s own immediate area. The reason f o r the 

weakness i n Houghton l e Spring's shopping centre i s i t s 

proximity to Sunderland which e x e r t s a strong imxuence 

throughout the former's h i n t e r l a n d and even w i t h i n the 

town i t s e l f . i h e l o s s to Sunderxand of much 01 the lower 

order durable goou.s s a l e s generated by the l o c a l population 

has c o n s i d e r a u i y weakened the centre and the cause or 

e f f e c t of t h i s i s to be seen i n the absence of many 

s p e c i a l i s t shops i n the c e n t r e . 'There i s every reason 

to b e l i e v e that the s t a t u s of the shopping centre w i l l 

decxine, s i n c e there appears to be an i n c r e a s i n g "tendency 

for shoppers to v i s i t the r e g i o n a l centre more frequentxy, 

but one inaeterminable f a c t o r which may a f f e c t the 

future of the shopping centre i s the proposed Town Centre 

redevexopmerut scheme. The wholesale redevelopment 

might c o n c e i v a b l y s i f t out the smaller shops and i n 

the process prove more a t t r a c t i v e to m u l t i p l e o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 

Other s e r v i c e s 

Beside shopping both towns provide a wide range 01 other 

s e r v i c e s . The s e r v i c e s provided are generaxly those appropriate 



to small/medium towns and include those concerned with 

l o c a l government a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , s o c i a l s e r v i c e s , 

entertainment as w e l l as p r o f e s s i o n a l and commercial 

s e r v i c e s . The spheres of i n f l u e n c e of a few of the non­

governmental s e r v i c e s are examined below: 

(a ) L i b r a r i e s 

In both Houghton l e Spring and Chester l e S t r e e t 

there are main branch l i b r a r i e s , A lOfo sample 01 the 

addresses of r e g i s t e r e d borrowers was taken ifa. both 

l i b r a r i e s . Fig.B.17 snows the home addresses of r e g i s t e r e d 

borrowers. I t i s g e n e r a l l y considered that there i s some 

c o r r e l a t i o n between l i b r a r y usage and shopping o r i e n t a t i o n . 

T h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p i s i n i e r r e d from the gr e a t e r incidence 

01 women borrowers and the combination oi v i s i t s to 

l i b r a r i e s witn shopping t r i p s . I n the Chester l e S t r e e t 

l i b r a r y , f o r i n s t a n c e , the highest i s s u e s are on F r i d a y s 

and Saturdays; on an average 25% of the weekly issie.s 

are on Saturday ( c f . 29f° of the supermarket s a l e s ) . 

Although the addresses of users are v i r t u a l l y a i l 

w i t h i n the extensive trade area of the towns (about 1% 

of l i b r a r y u s e r s r e s i d e beyond the maximum trade area of 

each c e n t r e ) , there i s e v i d e n t l y no d i r e c t c o r r e l a t i o n . 

F i r s t l y , the percentage oi l i b r a r y u s e r s t h a t r e s i d e w i t h i n 



the loca-L area f a r exceeds the comparable f i g u r e f o r the 

shopping population; f o r i n s t a n c e , of the r e g i s t e r e d 

borrowers i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e l i b r a r i e s J2fo were from 

She town oi Chester l e S t r e e t ana 65/a from tne town of 

Eoughtora. l e Spring ( i . e . main built-up area of each). 

Secondly, the number oi users from a p a r t i c u l a r area 

i s d i r e c t l y dependent on the a v a i l a b i l i t y 01 other l i b r a r y 

f a c i l i t i e s ; t h i s accounts f o r the low number of borrowers 

r e l a t i v e to shoppers that are a t t r a c t e d from B i r t l e y 

p a r i s h ( C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t l i b r a r y ) and Hetton l e Hole 

(Houghton l e Spring l i b r a r y ) where there are a l s o main 

branch l i b r a r i e s ( s e e Fig.B.1'7). 

I n short, an a n a l y s i s of l i b r a r y u©rs i s useffti 

i n d e l i n e a t i n g the trade area or the shopping centre but 

may i n d i c a t e l i t t i e about the i n t e n s i t y or degree of 

a t t r a c t i o n oi consumers from a p a r t i c u l a r area. P i g s . 

B.17(a) and (b) can be compared with the trade areas of 

shops. 

(b) Entertainment 

Houghton l e Spring provides a smaller range oi enter­

tainment tnan Chester l e S t r e e t . I n Houghton l e Spring 

there are two workingmen's ciubs, a cinema and a bingo 

h a l l whereas i n Chester l e S t r e e t there are a workingmeh's 



club, a cinema, two bingo h a l l s , a dance h a l l , s e v e r a l 

hooeis wnich c a t e r f o r entertainment e.g. the Lamb ton 

Arms ana a r e c e n t l y opened night club. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 

that the Houghtn l e Spring U.B.C. g e n e r a l l y holds i t s 

annual dinner at the Red Lion h o t e l , Chester l e S t r e e t . 

Information on tne area served by the ciiemaa was 

obtained from the Shopping Questionnaire Susrey. The 

catchment areas were g e n e r a l l y the same as i'or the lower 

order durable goods. Of those i n Chester l e S t r e e t 

U.D. wno had. been to the cinema, over *JOfo went to the 

l o c a i cinema. Within a two-mile ra d i u s 01 Houghton i e 

Spring about haxf the v i s i t s to the cinema were to the 

town's cinema. There appears, however, to be a reduced' 

demand f o r cinema entertainment or r a t h e r there are two 

grades 01 cinema: the l a r g e ones i n the r e g i o n a l centres ana 

a i l o thers. Thus the presence 01 cinemas i n B i r t i e y and 

S a c r i s t o n reduced the percentage 01 people a t t r a c t e d from 

these areas ( r e l a t i v e to shoppers^, i n S a c r i s t o n , none 

o± tne 41 households whicn i n d i c a t e d v i s i t s to a cinema 

had been to Chester l e S t r e e t although about /[Qf/o v i s i t e d 

i t f o r t h e i r weekly shopping.. The S a c r i s t o n cinema a l s o 

a t t r a c t e d a higher percentage 01" people from the neighbouring 

p a r i s n e s or Jriawsworth and Edmonds l e y than did • 

the Chester l e S t r e e t cinema. 
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Bingo i s undoubtedly the most s u c c e s s f u l of the entertainment 

e n t e r p r i s e s i n both towns. Within s i x months 01 the 

conversion 01 the Queen's cinema, Chester l e S t r e e t , i n t o 

a bingo h a i l , the membership rose to 21,000. Only 27?° 

01 the members were from the urban d i s t r i c t while a 

f u r t h e r 32^ wer,e from the r u r a l d i s t r i c t (based on a V'rfo 

samplte of the addresses of members). I t i s evident that 

the catchment area f o r bingo ( F i g . B . i'3(b)) i s much more 

extensive than that f o r Chester i e S t r e e t ' s most 

s p e c i a l i s e d shopping f u n c t i o n s ; of s p e c i a l note i s the 

number of people drawn from the S t a n l e y and Consett areas 

and the extension of i t s catchment area i n t o and beyond 

Houghton l e Spring and Durham C i t y . 

I t appears tnat the Quen's bingo i s s u p e r i o r to the 

m a j o r i t y o f other bingo h a i l s i n the area; t h i s can be 

i n f e r r e d from the v a s t membership, the p r i z e s o f f e r e d , 

the number of s p e c i a l coaches l a i d on. f o r c e r t a i n s e s s i o n s 

( e s p e c i a l l y f o r p l a y e r s from the S t a n l e y area) and a l s o 

the; recent s u c c e s s f u l a p p l i c a t i o n by the p r o p i e t o r s to 

convert the only remaining cinema i n Chester l e S t r e e t i n t o 

a bingo h a i l . I t i s , t h e r e f o r e , probable tnat the catchment 

area f o r bingo i s n e i t h e r oypical of bingo h a i l s i n general 

nor of Chester l e S t r e e t ' s sphere o± i n f l u e n c e , i t does, 

however, underline Chester l e S t r e e t ' s n o d a i i t y , the base of 

i t s past ana continuing p r o s p e r i t y . Compare, for instance, 
the bus hinterlands of Chester and Houghton (see Fig.B.18). 



S i m i l a r information was not obtained l o r Houghton 

l e Spring s i n c e the only bingo h a i l i n the town had been 

operating for many years and an a n a l y s i s oi membership 

cards would have been l e s s v a l i d . I t was hoped to obtain 

some information from the school questionnaire survey but 

there was almost c e r t a i n l y a r e l u c t a n c e on the p a r t of 

housewives to i n d i c a t e v i s i t s to bingo h a l l s ; the number 

that i n d i c a t e d such v i s i t s was only one-third as many as 

i n d i c a t e d v i s i u s to the t n e a t r e . Houghton l e Spring 

was, n e v e r t h e l e s s , the most important of the c e n t r e s v i s i t e d , 

( c ) P r o l e s s i onaJand commercial s e r v i c e s 

I t would be very d i i f i c u l t to compare the two towns 

unaer the two broad groups of s e r v i c e s though Chester l e 

S t r e e t i s c i e a r i y superior to Houghton l e Spring as a 

centre f o r these s e r v i c e s . There were, for i n s t a n c e , 

3 surveyors, 3 a r c h i L e c t s / s u r v e y o r s and o s o l i c i t o r s i n 

Chester l e S t r e e t but only 2 s o l i c i t o r s i n Houghton 3e 

Spring. Of the more ubiquitous commercial func t i o n s 

there were 5 banks and 6 insurance establishments (3 

companies / 1 agent, 1 broker and 1 f r i e n d l y s o c i e t y ) i n 

Chester l e S t r e e t compared to 4 banks and 3 insurance estab­

lishments ( a l l companies) i n Houghton l e Spring ( c l a s s i f i e d 

Telephone D i r e c t o r y , May 1966). 



Information on tne a t t r a c t i o n of tne surrounding 

population to the c e n t r e s f o r hanking, doctor's surgery 

and s o l i c i t o r ' s c o n s u l t a t i o n s was obtained from the 

Shopping Questionnaire Survey and the school questionnaire 

survey. 

Of the three s e r v i c e s , d o c t o r • s surgery was c l e a r i y 

the most l o c a l i z e d . There were very few v i s i t s to e i t h e r 

town', from beyond a two-mile r a d i u s . Houghton l e Spring 

served n e a r l y a l l of i t s own ward and a much smaller 

percentage of the population i n the r e s t of the urban 

d i s t r i c t . There was very l i t t l e demand f o r i t s s e r v i c e s 

from the Hetton l e Hole area . Much the same was apparent 

f o r Chester l e S t r e e t and only the very n e a r e s t p a r i s h e s 

looked to the town f o r t h i s s e r v i c e . Some^ndication 

01 the l o c a l i z e d nature 01 t n i s s e r v i c e was the l a c t 

that S a c r i s t o n , i n a d d i t i o n to i t s own population, was able 

to serve the majority oi the population, i n the 

four neighbouring p a r i s h e s of Edmondsley, J Jlawsworth, 

Witton Gilbert, and Kimfclesworth. 

Banking was a l s o a Very l o c a l i z e d s e r v i c e but banks 

are l e s s ubiquitous than doctor's s u r g e r i e s . Both c e n t r e s 

serve v i r t u a l l y the whole of t h e i r lo-oal population and a 

small percentage of tnose i n the nearer s e t t l e m e n t s . The 



range oi' t h i s s e r v i c e i s again aboui/ two m i l e s . The 

s i m i l a r i t y of t h i s s e r v i c e to the doctor's surgery i s 

emphasized by the f a c t that S a c r i s t o n performs the same 

dominant r o i e f o r the four neighbouring p a r i s h e s . 

S o l i c i t o r s are s i n g l e d out from the numerous other 

p r o i e s s i o n s s i n c e i t was evident from the school questionnaire 

survey that t h i s s e r v i c e was most e f f e c t i v e l y supplied 

by Houghton l e Spring to the surrounding population. 

Two-thirds of a i l households had had dealings with a 

s o l i c i t o r and ol these 7!?% had lo.o&gd to Houghton l e Spring 

fo r t h i s s e r v i c e . J t seems that t h i s i s a s e r v i c e that 

i s s t i l l adequately catered f o r i n small towns. Bracey 

i n h i s study of Somerset (Bracey, 1953) noted t h a t 
much of the shopping custom of smaller 

' l a r g e r c entres have captured/country towns but not 

t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n a l custom 1. I n the case 01 Houghton l e 

Spring t h i s was the most extensive and e f f e c t i v e of the 

town's s e r v i c e s . 

A type oi s e r v i c e not considered before i s one i n 

which the towns serve as a base f o r a surrounding ' s e r v i c e ' 

a r e a . The s e r v i c e area of such commercial concerns i s 

f a i r l y s i m i l a r to the more r i g i d boundaries of government 

agencies and the l a t t e r are often considered to be u n r e l a t e d 

to the spontaneous ebb and flow of the population. I t 

was decided to examine one such commercial s e r v i c e and so 



information was obtained from two branches of the same 

insurance company f o r both Houghton l e Spring and Chester 

l e S t r e e t . 

I n both towns the s e r v i c e area Was found to be u n r e l a t e d 

to what one would expect to be t h e i r spontaneous catchment 

ar e a s , even a f t e r a l l o w i n g f o r the n e c e s s i t y to e l i m i n a t e 

overlapping of boundaries. The s e r v i c e areas were 

designed more to accomoaate the number and l o c a t i o n oi the 

firm's branches i n the area than to a r r i v e a t a ' n a t u r a l ' 

area f o r each centre or branch. Even the l o c a t i o n oi the 

firm's branches i n the region may be u n r e l a t e d to the s t a t u s 

of a centre; l o r i n s t a n c e , a branch o f f i c e a t Houghton l e 

Spring but none i n S t a n l e y , a l a r g e r c e n t r e . 
of 

So i t i s that the boundary/Chester l e S t r e e t ' s s e r v i c e 

area i n the east i n c l u d e s only those settlements th a t l i e 

axong the A.I trunk road!, i t s southern boundary extends 

only to Chester Moor- (111" miles from the town c e n t r e ) ; 

i t s western boundary inciuo.es h a l f of S t a n l e y TT.D. and i t s 

northern boundary goes as l a r as Kibblesworth (liamesley 

p a r i s h ) . I t s boundary on the east ana south i s f o r e ­

shortened by the presence of branches at Houghton, le Spring 

and Durham wnile i t s western boundary i s lengthened because 

of the absence of a branch at Stanley, the next i s a t C-onsett. 
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Houghton l e Spring's s e r v i c e area i s much the same 

but i n t h i s case the s e r v i c e area i s everywhere more 

extensive than i t s normal catchment area. T h i s i s 

evident from the incxusion oi Gt. JjUmley which i s moat 

c e r t a i n l y oriented towards Chester l e S t r e e t ; there are 

a l s o s e v e r a l other areas i n tne soath-west which are 

ouusiae the town's wiuest catchment area . 



186 
Conclusions 

The most important f e a t u r e of the towns at 

present i s t h e i r s p a t i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p with the port-

conurbations; Chester l e S t r e e t i s o r i e n t e d towards 

Newcastle, and Houghton l e Spring towards Sunderland. 

T h i s a s s o c i a t i o n between the towns and the conurbations 

appears to have i n c r e a s e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n recent years 

and w i l l almost c e r t a i n l y be of greater importance i n 

the f u t u r e . Though the towns have always been 

a s s o c i a t e d with the conurbations, the s c a l e and nature 

of t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n has changed considerably s i n c e 1800. 

Of even more importance are the d i f f e r e n c e s between the 

timing of tne entry of the towns i n t o suburban invoivement 

with the conuroations. 

During the ±9th century the towns developed as c o a l 

mining centres and were r e l a t i v e l y indepenuent of the 

then h e a v i i y i n d u s t r i a l i z e d areas 01 Tyneside and Wearside. 

I t appears, however, that Chester i e S t r e e t was more 

c i o s e i y a s s o c i a t e d witn Newcastle and Gateshead than 

Houghton i e Spring was with Sunderland. This i s p a r t l y 

because 01 the e a s i e r a c c e s s i b i l i t y between Chester l e 

S t r e e t and Newcastle aiong the Great North Road but because 

of the greater i n f l u e n c e oi Newcastle, the l a r g e r arid 

more important of the two r e g i o n a l 'centres. The opening 



oi the Team V a i i e y r a i l w a y l i n e i n 1868 i i n k e d Chester 

l e Street w i t h Newcastle ana was also a c o n t r i b u t o r y 

f a c t o r . (Before t h i s there was already a strong l i n k 

between the two towns ) . 

During tne incer-war perioa, Chester l e Street 

began to be more c l o s e l y associated w i t h Newcastle 

ana the r e s t ox' Tyneside. This was because of the 

d e c l i n i n g :importan'G:e of coal mining i n the l o c a i area 

and OJ. improved' communications w i t h the conuroation 

( c f . tne establishment of a bus depot i n Chester l e Street 

c.. 1915). This a s s o c i a t i o n was apparent from the journey 

to work p a t t e r n 01 1921 ana from the development 01 

housing estates f o r owner-occupiers i n the 1930's. T h e 

land f o r p r i v a t e housing development was sold by the 

l o c a l c o u n c i l to encourage the development 01 the town 

as a dormitory f o r the conurbations and i o i s reasonable 

to assume t h a t a large percentage 01 employed persons 

on the new estates would have been employed i n Tyneside, 

*Por instance, l o c a l records r e p o r t thett on December 

13, 1833 'three engines (,fire) a r r i v e d from Newcasti 

i n the course of a s n o r t . t i m e 1 because of a f i r e i n 

the town o.± Chester l e S t r e e t . ^ a t i m e r , 1857)» 



Houghton l e Spring, on the other hand, was 

throughout the inter-war period a coal mining centre. 

The percentage/employed residents who were coal miners 

had snowu v i r t u a l l y no decrease on the pre-1914 f i g u r e . 

Employment i n the l o c a i c o l l i e r i e s had snown no 

s u b s t a n t i a l decrease ana there was, t h e r e i o r e , a high 

levex o± employment i n the loca.i. area ana very l i t t l e 

but-rnovement to , yunderiand. There was also very 

l i t t l e p r i v a t e housing development i n the town. 

I n the e a r i y post-war period tne decline i n coal 

mining caused an increase i n the journey t o work from 

the towns to the conurbations. The more r a p i d decline 

i n Chester l e St r e e t r e s u l t e d i n fewer miners being 

resiaent i n the town and a greater movement t o Tyneside 

r e l a t i v e t o t h a t between Houghton l e Spring and Wearside. 

This ciose a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the conurbations was followed 

* I n 195i» 11$ or a n employed residents i n Chester 

l e S treet worked i n Newcastle and Gateshead compared 

to 7;& of Houghton l e Spring's employed residents 

wno worked i n Sunderland. 



i n the post-i9bO period by an upsurge of p r i v a t e 

housing development i n the two towns. This development 

was mostly to meet the needs 01 householus wiio were 

moving out oi' the conurbations and 01 those who wished 

to move nearer the conurbations f o r employment reasons. 

The towns are now c i e a r i y w i t h i n the suburban b e l t 

or the conurbations; t h i s i s apparent iroiti the r a p i d 

growtn o i p r i v a t e housing estates i n the l a s t f i v e years 

and from the increase i n the journey t o work from the 

towns to the conurbations. I n the chapters or t h i s 

section some of the e f f e c t s 01 the conurbations on the 

f u n c t i o n i n g or the towns have been described but f o r a 

f u l l e r understanding of the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

tne towns and the conurbations i t i s necessary to have 

a more d e t a i l e d knowledge of the M t e r areas. 

As a consequence 01 r e i i e f and economic f a c t o r s 

there i s a ciear. d i f f e r e n c e between the two towns i n the 

size ana type of settlements. The Chester l e Street 

settlement i s uni-nuciear wnile Houghton l e Spring's 

i s dispersed. R e l i e f f a c t o r s have played an important 

p a r t i n determining the present d i i f e r e n c e s between the 

str u c t u r e s of the two settlements e.g. the r e s t r i c t i o n 

oi" f u r t h e r development i n the o l d nucleus of Houghton i e 

Spring a f t e r 1825. The coax mining h i s t o r y of the towns 



9 J 

has axso htid some e f f e c t on the nature 01 the settlement 

p a t t e r n . 'i'his was p a r t l y a f u n c t i o n 01 the period during 

which the major I9uh century expansion took place and 

secondly the fragmented or sporadic nature of mining 

settlements which r e s u l t e d from the juxtaposition of 

residence and workplace. Though t h i s was less so i n the 

Houghton i e Spring area than i n West Durham, t h i s has 

undoubtedly c o n t r i b u t e d to the dispersed settlement p a t t e r n 

of the urban d i s t r i c t . 

I n Chester le Street TJ.D. the main settlement has 

a population of aoout lb,000 wniie there are about J,000 

i n tne two v i l l a g e s oi Helton F e i i ana Chester Moor. I n 

Houghton l e Spring U.D. the main settlement has a population 

or aDout 10,000 while about 20,000 are i n the 8 to 10 

settlements i n the r e s t o i the d i s t r i c t . The i a r g e r 

settlements of Chester l e Street ana the concentration o i 

c e n t r a l place a c t i v i t i e s i n the town centre have l e d to 

a strong, t h r i v i n g shopping centre. On the other hand, 

i n Houghton l e Spring the small size o±. the main settlement, 

the low a c c e s s i b i l i t y w i t h ooher settlements (because o i 

r e l i e f ) and the large number of r e t a i l establishments 

outside the town centre have M to a weak-shopping centre. 

The success oi tne smaller service centres outside the main 

shopping centre appears to have had the e f f e c t oi reducing 

the a t t r a c t i v e n e s s o±. tne latter f o r the supply oi non-food goods. 



I n t h e i r r o l e as service centres the towns serve both 

the l o c a l and. su.rrounu.ing populations. The success 

of the towns i n the provision- of t h i s f u n c t i o n i s 

dependent, f i r s t l y , on the p a r t i c u l a r inuuenee O i the 

r e g i o n a l centres, Newcastle and Sunderland, ana seconaiy, 

on the functions provided at the surrounaing settlements. 

A knowledge of the demand f o r and supply ox consumer 

needs i n the wi^er area wouia be necessary f o r a proper 

understanding oi tne nature ana extent oi the services 

provided at both Chester i e Street and Houghton l e Spring. 

I t became cie a r t h a t f o r a f u l l unaerstauaing 01 

the i n t e r a c t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s between the towns and other 

urban centres, the conurbations and small urban settlements 

i n JMorth Durham, there would need to be a study o l " a wider 

area. The p a r t i c u l a r e f f e c t of the Cormitory r o i e o f 

the towns was exa-nined i n f a i r d e t a i l by ans oi several 

surveys or new p r i v a t e estates and 01 a c o u n c i l e s t a t e . 

The second important f u n c t i o n or the towns i s the p r o v i s i o n 

of services and one s p e c i f i c element of t h i s , r e t a i l i n g 

and consumer movement, i s examined i n tne wiaer urban 

complex. of Horth Durham. Section 2 considers i n d e t a i l 

the p r o v i s i o n or r e t a i l establishments throughout North 

Durham/Tyneside and examines consumer movement i n r e l a t i o n 

http://su.rrounu.ing


to the scale of services or establishments provided. 

The scale of r e t a i l estacuishments provided and the 

number of consumers a t t r a c t e d by Chester l e Street and 

Houghton l e Spring w i l l be b e t t e r understood by comparing 

theiii i n these respect's w i t h the r e g i o n a l centres and 

w i t h other small service centres i n the area* 



S E C T I O N 2 

PART C 



Chapter 1 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

I n a h i g h l y urbanised area l i k e worth Durham s p a t i a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s are very complex;•there i s a high degree 

of i n t e r a c t i o n and of c r i s s crossing associations between 

centres. One important feature of urban functions i s 

r e t a i l i n g and t n i s section attempts to describe 

comprehensively the shopping c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the area -

the scale o i r e t a i l establishments provided, the nature 

of the snopping t r i p s made by consumers and the p a r t i c u l a r 

r o l e and influe n c e of centres at each l e v e l of the hierarchy. 

I n short, t h i s section f i r s t c l a s s i f i e s centres i n t o a 

hierarchy based on the scaie of r e t a i l establishments 

provided and then i n v e s t i g a t e s the use made of these 

centres by the consumer population. I n t h i s way i t i s 

possible to understand consumer behaviour i n r e l a t i o n to 

two important v a r i a b l e s : (a) the l e v e l of the hierarchy 

at which the good i s provided, and (b) the distance consumers 

are prepared to t r a v e l to purchase a p a r t i c u l a r commodity 

or good. 

North Durham i s a heavily b u i l t - u p area wnich i s at the 

moment a suburban p a r t of ryneside/Wearside. I t d i f f e r s 

s t r o n g l y , however, from normal suburban areas i n t h a t i t s 

h i s t o r y of coai mining has created a settlement p a t t e r n which 

i s probably more t y p i c a l of mining areas than of suburbs. 



There i s nevertheless a strong- suburban current wnich i s 

to a large extent r e p l a c i n g the ol d mining independence. 

Tied up w i t h t n i s change i s the growing i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between the Worth Durham settlements and the two 

conurbations. North Durham i s aiso of special i n t e r e s t 

to a student of c e n t r a l place systems since the area 

i s one i n which there i s probably a high number of service 

centres r e l a t i v e to the area's population; t n i s i s 

unquestionably a legacy of the independence and s e l f -

s u f f i c i e n c y of c o l l i e r y v i l l a g e s i n the past. 

I n order to understand the influence of the r e g i o n a l 

centres, Newcastle and Sunderland, and the nature of 

the less important r o l e s of lower order centres, a 

shopping questionnaire survey was c a r r i e d out i n .North 

Durham. 

The main aims of the survey was to discover 
whether triere was some c o r r e l a t i o n between the h i e r a r c h i e s 

t h a t r e s u l t e d from the demand f o r and supply of 

c e n t r a l . place f u n c t i o n s . To t h i s 



end two separate surveys were c a r r i e d out - the f i r s t was 

a f i e l d survey of c e n t r a l place functions provided at a l l 

centres i n the region (supply) and the second was a survey 

of the consumer shopping h a b i t s of a sample of households 

(demand). 

Data from the f i e i d survey was used i n the su b j e c t i v e 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of centres i n t o a hierarchy. The consumer 

shopping survey was used to discover the ways i n which the 

centres at each l e v e l of the hierarchy were being used. I t 

was thus possible to discover the f u n c t i o n s , populations served 

and trade area of each centre. Social class was considered t o 

be an important v a r i a b l e a f f e c t i n g the shopping o r i e n t a t i o n of 

consumers and households were, t h e r e f o r e , d i v i d e d i n t o socio­

economic groups i n order to see what d i f f e r e n c e s ^ ! ' any were 

to be found between households of d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l c l a s s . 

The consumer shopping survey presented many problems. 

The i n i t i a l problem was whether an i n t e n s i v e survey was preferable 

t o the extensive one t h a t was f i n a l l y employed i n t h i s p r o j e c t . 

An i n t e n s i v e survey would have e n t a i l e d the recording 

of a l l r e t a i l expenditure over a s p e c i f i e d period by each 

member of a household i n a d i a r y or log book. The org a n i s a t i o n , 

i n t e r v i e w s , repeated contacts etc. needed f o r such a p r o j e c t 

wouid have been f a r beyond the resources t h a t were a v a i l a b l e 

or could only have been done on a very l i m i t e d scale. I t was 



also f e l t t h a t i t was necessary to cover a wide area i n order 

to discover by compa.rative study the thresholds of populations 

and trade areas oi the d i f f e r e n t grades 01 c e n t r a l places -

two of the basic aims of the survey. The extensive survey 

method was, t h e r e f o r e , employed. 

Besides the need to include the Houghton l e Spring/ 

Chester l e Street area and as many comparable settlements as 

possible (e.g. Consett, Stanley and Hew Washington) there were 

several f a c t o r s which l i m i t e d the extent of the survey area. 

The two most important f a c t o r s were, however, the need f o r a 

c e r t a i n degree of homogeneity i n the area and a pre-determined 

l i m i t to the number of households to be included i n the sample. 

The major b u i l t up areas of Tynesiae and Wearside were the 

f i r s t to be excluded. The density of population i n these 

settlements demanded a sample size t h a t was beyond the resources 

a v a i l a b l e , while the character of t h i s s o l i d l y b u i l t - u p area 

d i f f e r s s t r o n g l y from the r e s t of the area, (see Fig.C.2) 

The above excluded area and the county boundary decided 

the eastern, northern and western boundaries of the area (except 

i n the south-west where the western h a l f of the Lanchester R.D. 

was excluded because of the low population density.) The 

southern boundary was determined by the need to have a r e l a t i v e l y 

s e l f - c o n t a i n e d area i . e . to include a l l areas which were part of 

the trade areas ot centres already included. The northern 



boundary of Durham C i t y was chosen as a guide to the southern 

boundary of the survey area. Durham acts as a strong centre 

f o r most of the area to the south and so i t would be reasonable 

to assume tha t an i n s i g n i f i c a n t amount of trade would be 

imported i n t o the survey area from the excluded area. 

The s e l f - c o n t a i n e d nature of the survey area i s 

fundamental to many of the conclusions drawn from the survey 

e.g. the threshold populations served by d i f f e r e n t grades of 

centres. 

The sample of households was a random s e l e c t i o n taken from 

the V a l u a t i o n L i s t of urban and rurax d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l s . The 

sample size v a r i e d from- lCP/o of parishes or wards w i t h 100 

households to 2.5a/b of those w i t h about 3»000 households. 

The questionnaire was drawn up so as to cover the 

v a r i e d shopping needs of an average household. Thirteen 

r e t a i l items were inoluded, based on the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of shops 

by the Board of Trade i n the Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n 1961. I t 

was not,however, possible to cover a l l the Census groups -

not-aole ommissions were o f f - l i c e n c e s and confectioners, 

tobacconists and newsagents. 

* The sampling method i s described i n the Appendix. 

** A specimen of the questionnaire i s snown i n the Appendix. 



'The problems a r i s i n g from the form of the questionnaire 

are v a r i e d i n character. There was f i r s t l y the d i f f i c u l t y of 

i n c l u d i n g a i l purchases of any item under one heading; f o r 

example, groceries. The term 'weekly groceries' was used to 

cover the f u l l range of purchases although as much as 40 to ^Qffo 

of a household's groceries may be purcnased on days other than 

the 'weekly' purchase day; the purchases may also be made at 

places other than the weekly centre. 

There was also the d i f f i c u l t y i n covering the f u l l range 

oi goods unaer one heading. 'Women's c l o t h i n g ' , f o r instance, 

includes anything from an Evening Dress to the stockings of a 

vending machine. since a l i r e p l i e s to t h i s item are of equal 

weight then one has to assume t h a t 'women's c l o t h i n g ' meant the 

same to each person interviewed. I n f a c t , i t i s qui t e obvious 

t h a t i t was generally i n t e r p r e t e d t o be a s u b s t a n t i a l purchase 

e.g. a dress or coat. 

I n the questionnaire, households were asked t o i n d i c a t e the 

l a s t place v i s i t e d f o r eacn item. I n theory, f o r any item-group 

one would expect purchases to be made at several c e n t r a l places 

e.g. stockings may be purchased at the nearest woolworth store 

but a hat may require a t r i p i n t o Newcastle. The l a s t place was, 

nevertheless, i n s i s t e d on so as to avoid the problem of having 

several places i n d i c a t e d f o r each item w i t n iio h i n t as to the true 

p r o p o r t i o n of expenditure made at each. Housewives are u n f o r t u n a t e l y 



only too keen (or proud) to l i s t the several r e l a t i v e l y minor 

piaces v i s i t e d f o r any item. 

By i n s i s t i n g on the l a s t place v i s i t e d i t was hoped t h a t 

the sample size would he s u f i i c i e n t to detect the p r o p o r t i o n 

spent i n the less important centres. I n cases where two centres 

were i n d i c a t e d i t was assumed t h a t h a l f of the item's expenditure 

was made at each. There were sometimes q u i t e genuine reasons 

f o r many of these e.g. f o r the item, k i t c h e n appliances, there 

were households where both the cooker and r e f r i g e r a t o r were 

bought l a s t but at d i f f e r e n t centres. 

AS a p r e l i m i n a r y to l a t e r analyses i t was necessary to 

transform the sample housenolds i n t o the toua± number of p r i v a t e 

households of the parish or ward i n 1961. A l l households were 

shown as purchasers of a l l items though i n f a c t the actu a l number 

of purchasing households may have been f a r below e.g. only 4®f° 

of the sample households had snown purchases of 'cycles or 

prams'. Subsequent analysis of data was, t h e r e f o r e , concerned 

wit n the number of 'average' households i n l y b l . 

The year I961 was used because the 1961 census was the only 

accurate record of the number of households i n the small 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s of parishes and wards. A crude c o r r e c t i o n 

f o r 1965 (.date of the survey) could have been made by comparing 

the e l e c t o r a l r e g i s t e r s of the two years but t h i s was abandoned 

because i t was hoped to compare the survey r e s u l t s w i t h the 196! 



Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n . 

The transformation of the sample households i n t o 'average' 

households ( i . e . every household purchases every item) was 

necessary because: 

(a) The f a m i l y expenditure Survey (Win. of Labour iyb2) which was 

used i n l a t e r analyses only l i s t s expenditure f o r 'avera,ge' 

households - i . e . the expenditure recorded by a percentage 

of the co-operating households was div i d e d by tne t o t a l 

co-operating households, thus g i v i n g an 'average' household 

expenditure 

(b) i n the computation of the populations t h a t support d i f f e r e n t 

centres, i t i s more important to know how many 'average' 

households there are than the actual number of purchasing 

households. Since the l a t t e r v a r i e s markedly from one good 

to another there would be a c l e a r e r comparison between the 

population thresholds required f o r d i f f e r e n t goods i f there 

was a constant measure - i n t n i s cg.se, 'average' households. 

The s e l e c t i o n oi a comprehensive l i s t of shopping items was 

designed to r e f l e c t the v a r i e d shopping needs of an average 

household. For the s a t i s f a c t i o n of a l l these needs i t would 

normally be necessary f o r the housenoia to v i s i t several c e n t r a l 

places. I t was, t h e r e f o r e , necessary to estimate the percentage 

of a household's ( o r ward's etc.) t o t a l expenditure t h a t was spen 

at each of these centres. 
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I n c a l c u l a t i n g the t o t a l expenditure of a household i t 

was f i r s t necessary to transform purchases i n t o money values 

since i t was obviously u n r e a l i s t i c to a l l o c a t e an equal u n i t 

value t o each item e.g. the amount spent on T.V. sets cannot 

be equated w i t h expenditure on f u r n i t u r e or cycles and prams. 

I n the c a l c u l a t i o n of the expenditure p a t t e r n of households 

the Family Expenditure Survey 1962 was used. Expenditure f o r 

each item i n the questionnaire was estimated from the tables 

f o r the Northern Region f o r 1961/62 - these f i g u r e s were then 

converted i n t o 196l values. The money vaiues of a l l items are 

shown i n Table C.22 i n the Appendix. 

I t was, t h e r e f o r e , possible to c a l c u l a t e the percentage 

of a household's t o t a l expenditure t h a t was spent at a p a r t i c u l a r 

centre. Expenditure was broken down i n t o convenience goods 

(food) and durables goods (non-foods). Because of the inadequacy 

of the questionnaire the two groups cannot be added together t o 

give the t o t a l expenditure. This i s mostly because of convenience 

goods, since the expenditure of t h i s group Was covered by only 

two items (weekly groceries and butcher's meat) although according 

to the Family Expenditure Survey (types of goods) i t forms about 

60> of a household's t o t a l r e t a i l expenditure, 

* Convenience goods shops accounted f o r 68/0 of turnover 

(by establishments) i n the Northern Region i n 196I. 



There were two ways i n which i t was intended to use the 

i n f o r m a t i o n published i n the Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n . 

The f i r s t was f o r the c a l c u l a t i o n of the average household 

expenditure f o r each item i n the questionnaire. The Family-

Expenditure Survey was, however, p r e f e r r e d because item-expenditur 

was recorded i n more d e t a i l . I n the Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n sales 

were recorded by types of shops i n a i l tables - except Taole 8, 

p a r t 14 , which l i s t e d the sales 01 c e r t a i n goods but i t included 

only 'returns received 1 and was also not as d e t a i l e d as the t a b l e 

i n the Family Expenditure Survey. 

The second intended" use was f o r comparison w i t h the turnover 

f o r centres as estimated from survey data. Comparison vras found 

possible only on a very l i m i t e d scale. This was because of 

(a) d i f f e r e n c e s between the per c a p i t a expenditures suggested 

by the two sources (see Regional Shopping Centres, p . 1 6 9 ) 

(b) the exclusion from the survey of c e r t a i n goods covered by the 

Census 

(c) the r e s t r i c t i o n of Census inf o r m a t i o n to a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s 

(d) undisclosed i n f o r m a t i o n i n some of the published tables 

(e) the 'returns received' only coverage of the census, and 

( f ) v a r i a t i o n s i n the expenditure p a t t e r n of households of 

d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l class (see Family Expenditure Survey 1962 

and Regional Shopping Centres). 



I t was, nevertheless, possible to recognise broad 

s i m i l a r i t i e s "between the survey and Census data (see pages 376 

to 379 i n Appendix). 

I n order to discover i f there were any s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s 

between households of d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l class i t was f i r s t necessary 

to d i v i d e households i n t o socio-economic groups. I n B r i t a i n 

the most s a t i s f a c t o r y method i s by e i t h e r the type of employment 

or income of the head of the household. Information on e i t h e r 

i s not a v a i l a b l e from o f f i c i a l sources and must be obxained 

through i n t e r v i e w s . 

I n the present survey i t was not possible to obtain such 

i n f o r m a t i o n because t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n cannot be re l i a , b l y obtained, 

i f at a i l , i n doorstep i n t e r v i e w s and depth int e r v i e w s were out 

of the question because of the time f a c t o r and the unprofessional 

nature of the in t e r v i e w e r s ( f o r the l a s t reason the questionnaire 

had to be framed so as to avoid embarassing or p r i v a t e questions). 

I t was, t h e r e f o r e , possible to d i v i d e households i n t o 

s o c i a l classes only by i n d i r e c t methods. These were based on 

the assumption t h a t though there are i n f a c t no a t t r i b u t e s which 

are unique to any of the s o c i a l classes, there are many which 

can be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h a c e r t a i n c l a s s . For purposes of t h i s 

survey households were c l a s s i f i e d by the type of house occupied; 

the v a l i d i t y of t h i s was f u r t h e r tested by car ownership r a t e s . 

Houses were d i v i d e d i n t o tA*o broad types: c o u n c i l and p r i v a t e . 



The p r i v a t e sector was f u r t h e r d i v i d e d i n t o three grades or 

groups according to t h e i r rateable values; these were: 

(a) E.V. £ 5 7 and over 

(b) R.V. £ 5 1 - £56 

(c) R.V. £ 3 0 and under 

(these, at present, are the d i v i s i o n s used by l o c a l councils 

i n County Durham f o r l e g a l and other purposes). Though co u n c i l 

houses are found i n a l l three rateable value groups (the vast 

m a j o r i t y being i n the intermediate group), the nature of c o u n c i l 

tenancy i s such t h a t no s i g n i f i c a n c e can be attached to the 

rateable vaiue or the house occupied. 

Council houses - Council houses have been b u i l t during the i n t e r -

war and post-war periods p r i m a r i l y to provide a cneap but decent 

accomodation f o r the poorer households. Though i n c l u d i n g at 

one extreme p r o f e s s i o n a l and business men and at the other the 

very poor ( o l d age pensioners), Council tenants are f o r the most 

p a r t manual workers - the working c l a s s . 

P r i v a t e houses - P r i v a t e houses are an extremely heterogeneous 

grouping - houses range i n q u a l i t y from siums to the most modern 

a r c h i t e c t designed. A t h r e e f o l d d i v i s i o n was consequently used: 

Grade i . (R.V. £57 and over) - New post-war houses are generally 

r a t e d at £57 and over; on new p r i v a t e estates only 

bungalows at times f a l l under £ 5 7• This group would 

almost c e r t a i n l y include a l l houses b u i l t w i t h i n the 

l a s t 10-20 years and a f a i r number or inter-war houses. 
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Grade 2 . (R.V. £ 3 1 - £ 5 6 ) - t h i s intermediate group consists 

mainly oi' inter-war houses but w i t h a f a i r number of 

post-war houses and a few b u i l t before the f i r s t World 

War. I t i s a very v a r i e d group. 

Grade 5» (R.V. £ 3 0 and under) - the lowest valued p r i v a t e houses 

are g e n e r a l l y at l e a s t 40-50 years old and are q u i t e 

o f t e n scheduled f o r demolition i n slum-clearance 

schemes. They are commonly found i n the old mining 

settlements and the m a j o r i t y were formerly owned by 

the c o l l i e r i e s and now by the National Coal Board. 

There are two f a i r l y homogeneous groups w i t h i n the above 

f o u r f o l d d i v i s i o n v i z . c o u n c i l houses and the highest valued 

p r i v a t e houses (Grade 1 ) . Though co u n c i l houses and the highest 

valued p r i v a t e houses are not e x c l u s i v e l y f o r the working class and 

the middle class r e s p e c t i v e l y , i t i s nonetheless t r u e t h a t i n t h i s 

area council tenanxs adequately represent the working class while 

the occupiers of the highest valued p r i v a t e houses are i n t u r n 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the middle class. 

The possession of a car i s of t e n used as an index of s o c i a l 

class; the car i s considered to be a commonplace i n middle class 

households but not yet an accepted p a r t of the working class 

household. For instance, from an analysis o i the Family 

Expenditure Survey 1962, i t was concluded t h a t the ownership of 

a car was c l e a r l y t i e d to f a m i l y income; there appeared to be a 
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'threshold' of about £ 2 0 per week above which the car was widely 

owned and below which i t was not (Regional Shopping Cent'resp . l 75J . 

The r a t e of car ownership i s thus d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to the socio 

economic class of households ( £ 2 0 per week i s about the minimum 

income of middle class householdsJ and i n North Durham i t was 

found t h a t i t was also d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to the type of house 

occupied. Table C.l. shows t h a t the percentage of households 

owning cars decreased from 707" of those i n the highest valued 

p r i v a t e houses to 2Jfo of those i n c o u n c i l houses. 

Table C.l. 

Type of house occupied rfo owning cars 

Grade 1. (R.V.,£57 and over) 70 

Grade 2 . (R.V.fiJl - £ 5 6 ; 42 

Grade 3 . (R.7. £J0 and under) J>± 

Council 27 

TOTAL 
37$ 

The two extreme groups of households, c o u n c i l tenants and 

Grade I households were used i n a l l analyses to dieover what 

d i f f e r e n c e s , i f any, were to be found i n the snopping h a b i t s o f 

housenolas or d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l class. 



Chapter 2 

The Study of Central places - methodological 
background 

Central place theory i s concerned w i t h p r o v i d i n g 

explanations f o r the nature of the service functions performed 

a t nodes c e n t r a l to consuming populations. Central place 

studies i n v e s t i g a t e the sizes and patterns of c i t i e s , the 

t e r t i a r y a c t i v i t i e s performed by c i t i e s of d i f f e r e n t sizes and 

t h i r d l y # the consumer hab i t s r e l a t e d to and focused upon 

' c e n t r a l places'. 

u e n t r a i place studies have f o r the most part been concerned 

w i t h three aspects of the c e n t r a l place system: c e n t r a l f u n c t i o n s , 

trade areas and consumer snopping h a b i t s . There have been 

numerous studies of each o f these three aspects of the system 

bur, very few wnich provide i n f o r m a t i o n on a l l three i n any one 

s i t u a t i o n - a n o t ^ a b l e exception i s the study o f C h i c a g o by 

Berry ( f i e r r y 1 9 6 3 ) . 

The present study i n a l i m i t e d way attempts to incorporate 

a l l three aspects. An independent survey was made of the f u n c t i o n 

provided a t a l l c e n t r a l places i n the area and tnese were then 

graded i n t o f i v e h i e r a r c h i c a l l e v e l s . The snopping ha b i t s 

of consumers were i n v e s t i g a t e d by means of a questionnaire 

survey and t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n was used to c a l c u l a t e the trade area, 

of each centre. I t was, t n e r e f o r e , possible to estimate f o r 

each l e v e l of central, places i t s range and population threshold -

two of the basic concepts of c e n t r a l place theory. 



Previous e m p i r i c a l research i n t o c e n t r a l places and 

systems o.t c e n t r a l places has suggested t h a t two p r i n c i p l e s 

e xplain their s t r u c t u r e (See Berry 1962 p . 9 0 ) : 

(a) the p r i n c i p l e of c e n t r a l i t y - c e n t r a l places seelc out 

the p o i n t of minimum aggregate t r a v e l i n a consumer trade 

area. 

(b) the p r i n c i p l e of a c c e s s i b i l i t y - except i n the very l a r g e s t 

c i t i e s , consumers tena t o t r a v e i to the nearest centre which 

o f f e r s the gooas demanded. 

Research has aiso suggested t h a t the s t r u c t u r e of the c e n t r a l 

place system i s characterised by: 

(a) a hierarchy - there i s a hierarchy of several l e v e l s of 

c e n t r a l places. At each lev e l , c e n t r e s o f f e r a s i m i l a r range 

of goods; each higher l e v e l centre o f f e r s the f u l l range of 

goods a v a i l a b l e at a l l lower l e v e l centres plus a group of 

goods not a v a i l a b l e at the next lower l e v e l . 

(b) a 'nesting* of trade areas - t n i s i s such t h a t the trade area 

ol each higher l e v e l centre i s a * nest' i n which c l u s t e r the 

trade areas 01 the lower l e v e l centres, i n c l u d i n g i t s own 

small trade area f o r these lower l e v e l f u n c t i o n s . 

A hierarchy of c e n t r a l p 

'(a) on the supply side, d i i 

have d i f f e r e n t conditions of 

laces r e s t i i t s because: 

f e r e n t commercial functions 

entry ( t h r e s n o l d s j , and 



thus demand minimum trade areas of d i f f e r e n t 

sizes f o r t h e i r support, and 

( I D ) on the demand side, cunsumers spend d i f f e r i n g 

proportions of t h e i r income on d i f f e r e n t goods and 

services, and purchase them w i t h d i f f e r i n g degrees o f 

frequency. Low threshold, high frequency f u n c t i o n s 

are found i n low l e v e l nucleations ('convenience 

goods ce n t r e s ) , whereas high thx-eshold, low frequency 

fu n c t i o n s are found i n higher l e v e l nucleations 

serving l a r g e r trade areas (/shopping goods centres')•• 

(.Berry 1963, p.21) 

I n an i d e a l c e n t r a l place system the l o c a t i o n of fu n c t i o n s 

(supply) i s such t h a t the aggregate t r a v e l by consumers f o r the 

s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e i r shopping needs (demand) i s at a minimum. 

The two r e l a t e d concepts of frequency of purchase and population 

thresnoid together determine the i d e a l l o c a t i o n of c e n t r a l places 

and c e n t r a l place f u n c t i o n s . 

On the demand side consumer needs can be d i v i d e d i n t o two 

very broad classes of goods: 

(a) Convenience : goods which are purchased f r e q u e n t l y , sometimes 

d a i l y , and f o r which the consumer i s , t h e r e f o r e , l e a s t 

prepared to t r a v e l . The high frequency requirements by 

households f o r such goods make i t possible f o r establishments 

supplying these goods to be success f u l l y supported by a 

small consumer population ('threshold'). These functions 



are consequently found, i n lo v e r l e v e l centres w i t h small 

trade areas. ( i n the Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n t h i s class 

of goods wcrnld be c l a s s i f i e d under 1 grocers, other food 

dealers and confectioners, tobacconists and newsagents') 

(b) Durable : goods which are required less f r e q u e n t l y and f o r 

which a consumer may be prepared to make a s p e c i f i c shopping 

t r i p t o a d i s t a n t centre. The low frequency requirements 

f o r such goods has the e f f e c t of r a i s i n g the population 

l e v e l required f o r the support of a s p e c i a l i s t shop or 

establishment. These functions are, t n e r e f o r e , found 

i n the higher l e v e l centres w i t h large trade areas. ( i h 

the Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n t h i s class would include a l l 

non-convenience goods). 

I n America the term 'shopping' i s p r e f e r r e d to 'durable 1. 

I n the present study both terms are used w i t h a s l i g h t d i f f e r e n c e 

i n meaning. Durable goods are taken to include a l l non-

convenience goods (as defined above); t h i s use i s i n keeping 

w i t h the generally accepted d e f i n i t i o n i n B r i t a i n . 'Shopping' 

goods are taken to be a i l durable goods w i t h the exception of 

chemist goods from the general heading of 'durable' goods 

since the consumer o r i e n t a t i o n f o r these d i f f e r e d s t r o n g l y from 

t h a t of the other goods of t h i s c lass. 'Shopping' goods are 

e s s e n t i a l l y 'comparison' goods, goods f o r which the consumer 

i s keen to shop around. 



I n theory consumer o r i e n t a t i o n i s determined by the 

p r i n c i p l e of a c c e s s i b i l i t y i . e . consumers w i l l shop at the 

nearest centre which provides the goods demanded. AS a 

r e s u l t of t h i s each higher order centre has several trade 

areas - the l a r g e s t f o r i t s most sp e c i a l i z e d f u n c t i o n and the 

smallest f o r i t s lowest order goods. W i t h i n the large trade 

area of the most s p e c i a l i z e d f u n c t i o n of the highest order 

centre, the r e g i o n a l centre, w i l l c l u s t e r several small trade 

areas - those of lower order centres and i t s own small trade 

area f o r those lower order goods. 

Central place theory also states t h a t the size of a 

centre i s a f a c t o r determining consumer o r i e n t a t i o n . As a 

r e s u l t higher order centres have l a r g e r trade areas f o r lower 

order goods than lower order centres supplying the same goods. 

This i s because on v i s i t s t o high order centres consumers 

combine the purchase of lower order goods w i t h t h e i r more 

s p e c i a l i s t f u n c t i o n s ; t h i s acts as a p r i c e - r e d u c t i o n . 

Problems of a p p l i c a t i o n 

The t h e o r e t i c a l arrangement of centres i n a hier a r c h y 

w i t h each l e v e l serving a d i s c r e t e population i s not generally 

found i n r e a l i t y ; a continuum of centres i s more commonly 

observed. I t i s gen e r a l l y accepted t h a t a h i e r a r c h i c a l series 

of ranks i s most l i k e r e a l i t y but t h a t there are consiuerable 

e m p i r i c a l problems involved i n d i s t i n g u i s h i n g the various 



ranks or the hierarchy. Some of the c h i e f problems are 

(a) obtainable data are not o f t e n s u f f i c i e n t l y s e n s i t i v e to 

match the q u a l i t a t i v e d i f f e r e n c e s between centres of 

d i f f e r e n t rank 

(b) much q i i a n t i t a t i v e data ignores the r e l a t i o n of centre to 

trade area 

(c) marginal centres which are changing rank f i l l i n the gaps 

between the normative ranks of the hierarchy 

(d) the h i e r a r c h y i s i n many ways an expression of p e r f e c t market 

knowledge, whereas many of the l o c a t i o n decisions of traders 

are made oh hunches, some of which r e s u l t i n stores 

operating i n centres which are not s u f f i c i e n t l y important 

to give the entrepreneur a normal r e t u r n on c a p i t a l 

invested. 
1 I t i s the multitude of i n d i v i d u a l u n i t s w i t h i n a town t h a t 

provides the basic problem f o r any study of i t s t e r t i a r y f u n c t i o n s ' 

(Davies, 19^5* p.221) . Davies discussed t h i s and the 

importance of scale i n c e n t r a l pla,ce studies and stressed the 

need f o r an understanding of 'the degree of g e n e r a l i s a t i o n 

inherent w i t h i n the data' before the r e s u l t s can be adequately 

assessed. 

* See Thorpe, unpublished manuscript 



I n theory a c c e s s i b i l i t y and size or the centre are the 

two f a c t o r s wnich determine consumer o r i e n t a t i o n . However, 

the breakpoint between the trade areas of adjacent competing 

centres i s often b l u r r e d i n t o an overlap zone by other f a c t o r s 

e.g. personal preference or other forms of product d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n . 

Other f a c t o r s which may a l t e r the t h e o r e t i c a l consumer 

o r i e n t a t i o n of a p a r t i c u l a r area are the special l o c a t i o n 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s or o r g a n i s a t i o n a l features of i t s c e n t r a l place 

f u n c t i o n s , changes i n r e t a i l i n g methods and consumer m o b i l i t y 

and other non-quantifiable f a c t o r s . 

I n the survey area the co-operative society presented by 

f a r the greatest d i f f i c u l t y . The co-operative store i s a 

ubiquitous feature of r e t a i l i n g i n the area - small stores and 

large stores are disposed i n a p a t t e r n t h a t at times defies 

reason. I f co-operative s o c i e t i e s catered only f o r the day to 

day needs of i t s members then the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the stores would 

have had l i c t l e e f f e c t on the c e n t r a l place system of the area, 

but t h e i r claim i s to ha.ve a range oi services to' take care of 

every e v e n t u a l i t y from 'the womb to the tomb'. V i r t u a l l y 

every need can be s a t i s f i e d at the l o c a l s t o r e ; t h i s includes 

goods t h a t are not stocked at the l o c a l store but wnich can be 

obtained from the headquarters or the G.W.S. ̂ lrarehouse i n 

Hewcastle without a v i s i t to these premises, by mans of a 

catalogue. Consequently^there i s o f t e n a problem i n c l a s s i f y i n g 

a centre where a co-operative store i s represented - at times 



when i t i s the only establishment. 

I t i s believed t h a t the percentage of households i n t n i s 

area i n co-operative membersnip f a r exceeds t h a t i n .Britain 

as a wiiole. ( I t i s estimated t h a t about b2°/> of households i n 

B r i t a i n are i n co-operative membership - The Times, 3 June 1 9 6 5 ) . 

Whereas i n 1961 the co-operative s o c i e t i e s accounted f o r 1.2% 

of r e t a i l turnover i n B r i t a i n , the proportions f o r Stanley 

(37f°)> Blaydon (36%) , Houghton l e Spring (29^>) and Consett 

(247>) were considerably higher than the n a t i o n a l f i g u r e . 

Frequently the d i s t r i b u t i o n of a co-operative society's 

stores creates i l l o g i c a l consumer flows; f o r instance between the 

branch and head stores. L i t t l e i s known of the e f f e c t on 

consumer o r i e n t a t i o n of t h i s aspect of the co-operative society's 

method of operation; t h i s i s a f e a t u r e of d i s t r i b u t i o n which 

would w e l l repay d e t a i l e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

Durable goods purchases tend to be more d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d 

to the hierarchy of c e n t r a l places than convenience goods since 

s p e c i f i c shopping t r i p s are f r e q u e n t l y made f o r these. On 

the other hand convenience goods becaiise of t h e i r lower 

'comparison' element are at times purchased at unexpected l e v e l s 

of the hierarchy - there i s always, however, the element of 

•convenience* i n the place of purcha.se even i f t h i s i s not a t 

f i r s t apparent. 
th a t 

* There i s no reason to suspect/the co-operative s o c i e t i e s 

were less important i n the other a d m i n i s t r a t i v e areas 

f o r whicn t n i s i n f o r m a t i o n i s not a v a i l a b l e . 

http://purcha.se


Two s i g n i f i c a n t changes i n food r e t a i l i n g methods 

have had considerable impact on consumer shopping h a b i t s i n 

t h i s area and throughout much of B r i t a i n . The f i r s t was 

the r a p i d growth of supermarkets and other s e l f - s e r v i c e fooa 

snops (incj.uu.ihg the conversion of counter-service shops); 

t h i s has had the e f f e c t 01 c e n t r a l i s i n g grocery purchases and 

has gen e r a l l y r e s u l t e d i n a loss of trade i n the lowest order 

centres wftich are unaole to compete i n p r i c e witn the l a r g e r 

and more modern establishments 01 the higher order centres. 

The second new feature i s the mobile shop and t n i s has had 

the opposite e f f e c t to supermarkets since i n fa,ct no shopping 

" t r i p i s made. 

The p a r t i c u l a r e f f e c t on c e n t r a l places of the in c r e a s i n g 

turnover 01 mobile snops i s u n c e r t a i n , i n f a c t there appears 

to be two contrary views. The m i n o r i t y view i s t h a t i t 

strengthens the higher order centres because most of the mobile 

shops are operated by snops based i n these centres - i n the 

survey area t h i s i s c e r t a i n l y not t r u e since mobile shops are 

v i r t u a l l y a l l owned by co-operative s o c i e t i e s wnose stores and 

headquarters are not g e n e r a l l y located i n such centres. The 

m a j o r i t y view i s t h a t i n a d d i t i o n to the fooa turnover l o s t by 

the weekly shopping centres, a c e r t a i n percentage of lower 

order durable goods purchases i s d i v e r t e d to the r e g i o n a l centres. 

I n the New Town of East K i l b r i d e the large number of mobile 

http://incj.uu.ihg


shops operating i n the town had the e f f e c t of preventing 

the establishment of permanent shops dealing i n the same 

goods i n the Town Centre. 

Coupled w i t h changes i n r e t a i l i n g metnocis there have been 

changes i n the shopping h a D i t s of households. w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 

reference to food purcnases t n i s has come about through the 

increasing p r o p o r t i o n of households t h a t own r e f r i g e r a t o r s 

(and/or deep freezes) and cars. The possession of a 

r e f r i g e r a t o r i s an important f a c t o r i n reducing the number of 

v i s i t s t h a t a household makes to food shops - t n i s has the 

e f f e c t of c e n t r a l i s i n g purchases and strengthening c e n t r a l 

places. I n 1962, however, though on e - t h i r d of a l l households 

i n B r i t a i n owned a r e f r i g e r a t o r , i n the North of isigland i t 

was less than o n e - f i f t h ( M n . of A g r i c u l t u r e , 1962 p.3 1 ) . 

Another important but non-quantifiable f a c t o r i n f i u e h c i n g 

consumer o r i e n t a t i o n i s the work status and workplace of the 

housewife since t h i s a f f e c t s the ra,nge and 'convenience 1 of 

a housewife's shopping t r i p . surveys i n the centres of c i t i e s 

have a i l snown t h a t a high p r o p o r t i o n of v i s i t s to shops 

o r i g i n a t e from the workplace. I n a survey i n the centre of 

Manchester o n e - t n i r d of a l l snopping t r i p s had s t a r t e d from 

* There were at t h a t time 50 mobile shops operating i n 

the town - they were a i l s e l l i n g f o o d s t u f f s (see 

Cumbernauld p . 6 b ) 
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work (Regional Shopping Centres, I 9 & 4 ) P«279)« In a survey 

of the .fenshaw p r i v a t e estate i t was found t n a t a s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

lower p r o p o r t i o n of working wives than non-working wives 

purchased t n e i r groceries l o c a l l y - 33% as against 62/o 

(see page 1 3 9 ) . 

Added to tne auove tnere are various minor f a c t o r s wnich 

may also i n f l u e n c e consumer o r i e n t a t i o n f o r lower order goods, 

food i n p a r t i c u l a r . These are households wnose purchases are 

made by telephone, housewives who cumbine t h e i r weekend 

snopping w i t h a v i s i t to t h e i r parent's homes, tdose a t t r a c t e d 

by long t r a d i n g connections etc. Together these ' i r r a t i o n a l ' 

shopping t r i p s form a small but s i g n i f i c a n t percentage of the 

t o t a l . 



o • 
.=•_ Or 

Chapter 3 

Shopping Centres and Area C h a r a c t e r 

V i r t u a l l y t h e whole o f N o r t h Durham l i e s w i t h i n t h e 

Durham c o a l f i e l d , and a i l b u t t h e s o u t h - e a s t e r n s e c t i o n w i t h i n 

t h e exposed c o a l measures. The w e s t e r n h a l f o f the Lanchester 

R.D. i s an e x c e p t i o n and has an a g r i c u l t u r a l economy. 

The economy o f t h e area by t h e end o f t h e 19th c e n t u r y 

was f a i r l y u n i f o r m l y dominated by c o a i m i n i n g and i t s a l l i e d 

i n d u s t r i e s thus g i v i n g t h e area a c e r t a i n b a s i c homogeneity* 

Howeverj w i t h i n the area t h e r e are remarkable d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s which have t o a large e x t e n t i n f l u e n c e d 

t h e p r e s e n t o r i e n t a t i o n o f s e t t l e m e n t f o r t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n 

o f s o c i a l , e n t e r t a i n m e n t and shopping needs. 

The v a r i o u s s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s i n the area arose from 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e p e r i o d s o f m i n i n g c o l o n i z a t i o n and i n t h e 

q u a l i t y o f t h e c o a l seams. The presence o r absence o f a 

p r e - m i n l n g nucleus was a l s o an important f a c t o r i n d e t e r m i n i n g 

the form o f t h e 19th c e n t u r y s e t t l e m e n t . The west Durham area 

which was t h e f i r s t t o be c o l o n i s e d a l s o had r e l a t i v e l y t n i n 

seams. Thus i n t h i s area 'where t h e o u t c r o p p i n g or s h a l l o w 

seams were e x p l o i t e d r e l a t i v e l y e a r l y and by a l a r g e number 

o f p i t s , many o f them s h o r t l i v e d , a s t r a g g l i n g , s p r a w l i n g 

s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n has r e s u l t e d ' ( S m a i l e s 1960 p.192) - t h e 

S t a n l e y area i s a t y p i c a l example o f t h i s t y p e o f s e t t l e m e n t . 

I n c o n t r a s t , t h e l a r g e r p i t s o f ea,st Durham l e d t o a more compact 
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and l a r g e r s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n e.g. H e t t o n i e H ole. {See 

Smailes 1960 F i g . 4 2 ( a ) and ( b ) ) . 

W i t h i n t h e Durham c o a l f i e l d t h e i a r g e r s e t t l e m e n t s o f 

t h e 19th c e n t u r y by v i r t u e o f t h e i r s i z e or m o d a l i t y became 

the s e r v i c e c e n t r e s f o r t h e area. Some o f these were the 

developed n u c l e i o f o l d - e s t a b l i s h e d c e n t r e s e.g. Chester l e 

S t r e e t and Houghton l e S p r i n g , w h i l e o t h e r s were t h e c r e a t i o n 

o f the m i n i n g and i n d u s t r i a l c o l o n i s a t i o n o f t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y 

e.g. Gonsett and. S t a n l e y which were no more th a n hamlets 

p r e v i o u s t o t h e 19th c e n t u r y . 

Pig.C.2. shows b u i l t - u p areas and t h e i r r e g u l a r i t y o f 

t h e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n f r o m which broad f e a t u r e s o f t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n d i s t r i b u t i o n can be r e c o g n i z e d - t h i s i s t o be 

expected i n a m i n i n g area. The l a r g e c o l l i e r i e s o f the s o u t h ­

e a s t are r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e h i g h d e n s i t y o f p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e 

Houghton i e S p r i n g / H e t t o n l e Hole area w h i l e t h e aosence o f 

m i n i n g i n the w e s t e r n h a l f o f t h e Lanchester R.D. accounts f o r 

i t s v e r y low d e n s i t y o f p o p u l a t i o n . As a r e s u l t o f worked-

ou t c o a l seams and t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f p l a n n i n g d e c i s i o n s 

t h e r e has been a s t a g n a t i o n or d e c l i n e i n many o f t h e m i n i n g 

t i l l a g e s and a c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f development i n and around t h e 

towns. N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e p r e s e n t s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f t h e 

area i s s t i l l v e r y much i n i t s 19th c e n t u r y mould and 

s p o r a d i c s e t t l e m e n t s are a f e a t u r e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

R e c e n t l y t h e area has undergone c o n s i d e r a b l e change i n 
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i t s economic base. d u r i n g the i n t e r - w a r p e r i o d and a t a 

p r o g r e s s i v e l y stepped-up r a t e s i n c e t h e Second World War, 

t h e r e has been a d e c l i n e i n c o a l m i n i n g . The c l o s u r e o f 

many p i t s i n t h e area has l e d t o t h e s t a g n a t i o n or t h e m i n i n g 

v i l l a g e s and the commuting o f the mi n e r s . T h i s has g r e a t l y 

changed the t r a d i t i o n a l i m m o b i l i t y o f m i n i n g households. The 

replacement of c o a l m i n i n g by l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s has a l s o had 

some a f f e c t on t h e l o c a t i o n o f new r e s i d e n t i a l developments. 

The Eailsham r e p o r t , f o r i n s t a n c e , emphasized t h e need f o r 

planned g r o w t h t o take p l a c e where economic f a c t o r s were most 

f a v o u r a b l e - t h i s would have t h e e f f e c t of i n c r e a s i n g t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e e a s t e r n h a l f o f the area. 

A d i s t i n c t f e a t u r e o f the area's changing economy has 

been t h e gro w i n g i n f l u e n c e o f Tyneside/V/earside. At the 

p r e s e n t t i m e t h e area i s v e r y dependent on Tyneside and Wearside 

and t h e r e i s every reason t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s dependence w i l l 

i n c r e a s e i n t h e f u t u r e . There are two complementary f o r c e s a t 

work: 

( a ) t h e employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n t h e c o n u r b a t i o n s are 

a t t r a c t i n g an i n c r e a s i n g number o f workers from t h e a r e a j and 

( b ) the 'move t o t h e suburbs' has become b o t h necessary and 

d e s i r a b l e f o r the people o f the c o n u r b a t i o n s . The l a . t t e r i s 

e v i d e n t from the s t r o n g a t t r a c t i o n o f T y n e s i d e r s and Wearsid.ers 

t o t h e new p r i v a t e e s t a t e s i n t h e area - t h e l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f 
the 

t h e wage earners i n these households c o n t i n u e t o work i n / c o n u r b a t i o n s 



The h i e r a r c h y o f c e n t r a l p l a c e s i n t h e survey area 

The s e v e r a l l e v e l s o f c e n t r a l p l a c e s w i t h i n t h e area 

and t h e s u r r o u n d i n g r e g i o n were i d e n t i f i e d from an e x t e n s i v e 

f i e l a survey o f c e n t r a l p l a c e f u n c t i o n s i n the Tynesiue r e g i o n . 

T h i s was an independent survey c a r r i e d o ut by D.Thorpeof t h e 

Geography Department. F u r t h e r f i e l d work was necessary i n 

the s o u t h e r n p a r t o f t h e survey area which was n o t i n c l u d e d 

i n t h e above surve y . 

A summary o f t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n method i s as f o l l o w s : 

I n f o r m a t i o n c o l l e c t e d f o r each c e n t r e was broken down i n t o 

the number of foo d shops and non-food shops. The number o f 

non-food shops was ta k e n as a m e a n i n g f u l i n d i c a t i o n or t h e 

s i z e o f a c e n t r e and i t s f u n c t i o n a l v a r i e t y and was, t h e r e f o r e , 

used i n t h e c o m p u t a t i o n o f i t s ' c e n o r a i i t y score'. The t o t a l 

o f non-food shops was we i g h t e d by a score d e r i v e d f r o m t h e 

presence o f t h r e e p a r t i c u l a r types o f t r a d e r s : 

( 1 ) non-food m u l t i p l e s , 

(2) banks, 

( 3 ) g r o c e r y m u l t i p l e s and c o - o p e r a t i v e s 

* D e t a i l s of t h e index o f c e n t r a i i t y and t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

o f c e n t r e s are c o n t a i n e d i n 'The Shopping Centres o f 

the Tyneside Urban Region and l a r g e s c a l e Grocery 

r e t a i l i n g * D. Thorp e,1966. 



.Based on t h e i r ' c e n t r a i i t y s c o r e s ' , c e n t r a l p l a c e s 

i n t h e Tyheside Region were c l a s s i f i e d i n t o a h i e r a r c h y o f 

f i v e l e v e l s o r grades: 

L e v e l o f C e n t r a l Place (U.S.) 

R e g i o n a l Centre - Newcastle 
Sunderland (Sub.Reg.Centre) 

( m e t r o p o l i t a n ) 

Grade A. Major Shopping Centre ( R e g i o n a l c e n t r e ) 

Grade .8. Suburban Centre (Community) 

Grade C. Small suburban and 
v i l l a g e c e n t r e 
IN e i ghb ourh o o d 

{lie! ghb ourh o o d) 

Grade D. (Convenience) 

I n t h i s s t u d y i t was necessary t o s u b - d i v i d e Grade A 

c e n t r e s , shopping goods c e n t r e s , i n t o Major Shopping C e n t r e s 

(Grade A . i . ) and Small Shopping Centres (Grade A*.2.) 

Pig,C..3 shows the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f a i l c e n t r a l p l a c e s w i t h i n 

t h e survey area and o f t h e Grade A and h i g h e r - o r d e r c e n t r e s w i t h i n 

t h e Tyneside Region. Of t h e Grade D c e n t r e s o n l y those w i t h 

f o u r or more shops are snown. 

There are c e r t a i n f u n c t i o n s which are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

o f c e n t r e s a t each l e v e l o f t h e h i e r a r c h y . A lso c e r t a i n goods 

o r e s t a b l i s h m e n t s are added a t each h i g h e r l e v e l of t h e h i e r a r c h y 

t o the f u l l range o f goods a v a i l a b l e a t lover l e v e l c e n t r e s . 

neighbourhood c e n t r e s ( '~D1 c e n t r e s ) 

At the l o w e s t l e v e l these c e n t r e s c o n s i s t or an i s o l a t e d 

convenience or c o r n e r shop; the l a r g e r c e n t r e s are c l u s t e r s o f 



convenience goods shops. The number o f shops i n neighbour-hood 

c e n t r e s i s g e n e r a l l y l e s s t h a n 15, t h e Ja?ge m a j o r i t y or which 

are f o o d shops. 

Only the l a r g e s t c e n t r e s have an adequate range o f 

f o o d shops (no s u p e r m a r k e t ) , a g e n e r a l hardware shop, a 

chemist , and a medium/large c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e ( g e n e r a l l y 

a branch t h r o u g h t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s o f a few s o c i e t i e s are found 

i n some o f the c e n t r e s J . 

A t y p i c a l medium-sized neighbourhood c e n t r e would have a 

g r o c e r , a b u t c h e r , a g e n e r a l hardware d e a l e r and a p o s t o i f i c e / 

c o n f e c t i o n e r . 

Small suburban (and v i l l a g e ) c e n t r e s ('C1 c e n t r e s ) 

There are f i f t e e n such c e n t r e s i n t h e area. The 

m a j o r i t y are found i n medium-sized v i l l a g e s some d i s t a n c e from 

h i g h e r o r d e r c e n t r e s ; a few are p a r t o f t h e b u i l t - u p area 

o f t h e l a r g e towns ( u s u a l l y t h r o u g h the coalescence o f a v i l l a g e 

n u c l e u s w i t h t h a t of t h e tow h ) . 

At t h i s l e v e l t h e r e i s always a f u l l range o f convenience 

goods shops. A l l c e n t r e s have a g r o c e r ( r a r e l y a s u p e r m a r k e t ) , 

a b u t c h e r , a baker and a chemist - i n f o u r 01 t h e c e n t r e s t h e r e 

were two c h e m i s t s . Branches or h e a d q u a r t e r s o f c o - o p e r a t i v e 

s o c i e t i e s are found i n a l l c e n t r e s . 

* see page 247 f o r l o c a t i o n or chemist shops 
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A t y p i c a l ^ m a l l Suburban c e n t r e A-zould have between 

1|3 and 55 shops, t h e m a j o r i t y b e i n g f o o d shops. I n a d d i t i o n 

t o the f o u r shops l i s t e d aoove t h e r e are u s u a l l y a r a d i o and 

T.V. shop ( i n c l u d i n g e l e c t r i c a l goods), a l a d i e s ' and c h i l d r e n ' s 

o u t f i t t e r s , a wool shop o r s m a l l d r a p e r and a w a l l paper o r 

d e c o r a t o r ' s shop. The s e r v i c e s of a bank and a d r y c l e a n e r 

are a l s o a v a i l a b l e . Other s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d are h a i r d r e s s i n g 

( l a d i e s ' and men's) b e t t i n g shops and o f t e n a cinema/bingo h a l l . 

Suburban centres. ('£' cencres) 

TheSuburban sfernres are a i l found i n l a r g e s e t t l e m e n t s 

and f u n c t i o n a t t h i s l e v e l e i t h e r because t h e y f i l l t h e 

i n t e r s t i c e s between h i g h e r o r d e r c e n t r e s or are unable t o 

develop h i g h e r o r d e r f u n c t i o n s . T h i s i s o f t e n because o f 

p r o x i m i t y t o h i g h e r o r d e r c e n t r e s or r e l i e f r e s t r i c t i o n s . 

D i f f e r e n c e s between ^ u b u r b a n and ̂ r n a i l ^uburean c e n t r e s are 

o f two k i n d s 

( a ) a s t r e n g t h e n i n g of t h e range ox' convenience gooas shops, 

n o t a o l y the a d d i t i o n 01 supermarkets, 

( b ) an a d d i t i o n o f a w i d e r b u t i r r e g u l a r range o f non-food 

shops. Before d e s c r i b i n g t h e f u n c t i o n s added a t t h i s l e v e l i t 

i s i m p o r t a n t t o p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e r e i s an i n c r e a s e d s c a l e i n 

th e c o - o p e r a t i v e s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d a t t n i s l e v e l . I n each of 

the f i v e suburban c e n t r e s t h e r e i s a v e r y l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e 

s t o r e ; f o u r o f t h e c e n t r e s are the h a d q u a r t e r s or c o - o p e r a t i v e 

s o c i e t i e s , each w i t h s e v e r a l branches i n t h e area. I n f a c t , 
two o f t h e s o c i e t i e s based i n these c e n t r e s are among the l a r g e s 



i n North Durham. 

The suburban c e m r e s have between 35 and 50 shops, j u s t 

under h a l f being non-food. Among the shops commonly added 

a t t n i s l e v e i are a shoe snop, a f l o r i s t , a pet store and an 

i r r e g u l a r assurtment of s p e c i a l i s t shops wiiich may include 

v a r i e t y s t o r e s , f u r n i s h e r s , c y c l e snops and e l e c t r i c i t y or 

gas snowrooms. Among the s e r v i c e s added or more g e n e r a l l y 

a v a i l a b l e at t n i s l e v e l tire c a f e$r, cinema/bingo h a l l s and 

l i b r a r i e s as w e l l as tne l e s s f r e q u e n t l y required radical 

s e r v i c e s l i k e dental surgery and the r e l a t e d s e r v i c e s of 

o p t i c i a n s . 

Small shopping c e n t r e s ('A.21 c e n t r e s ) 

The S m a l l ^hopping ^centres d i f f e r from the ns:t lower order 

c e n t r e s mostly i n the range and number of shops supplying 

duraDle goods. Because of the greater s e l e c t i o n of duraDle 

goods snops and the large s c a i e provision, of food shops 

( e s p e c i a l l y supermarkets operated by mu l t i p l e o r g a n i s a t i o n s ) , 

mall f l o p p i n g (cen ores f i i n c t i o n as weeicl3r shopping centres 

i . e . they are aoie to a t t r a c t consumers from o u t l y i n g areas 

f o r the s p e c i a l i s e d week-end snopping. 

I t must be pointed out that there are only two such 

cen t r e s w i t h i n the area and i t wuuld, th e r e f o r e , be impossible 

to describe i n d e t a i i the t y p i c a i functions found at t n i s l e v e i . 

I t i s eq u a l l y c l e a r , however, tnat the two centres d i f f e r 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n type from the suburban Centres wnile at the 



same time being unable to fun c t i o n adequately i n the r o l e 

o i the next higher l e v e l (major shopping c e n t r e s ) . 

At t i i i s l e v e l of the h i e r a r c h y are added e l e c t r i c i t y 

and gas showrooms, a wooiworth s t o r e and a men's t a i l o r as 

w e l l as a wiue range of shops which are found i n only a 

few centres at the lower i e v e i s of the h i e r a r c h y ; included 

i n t h i s group are f u r n i s h e r s , o f f - l i c e n c e s , c y c l e shops and 

bookstores. 

Manor shopping centres (,'A.l' c e n t r e s ) 

Major^snopping (centres perform the same r o l e as s m a l l 

^hopping (centres v i z , s p e c i a l i s t c e n t r e s f o r weekend shopping. 

D i f f e r e n c e s between the two l e v e l s are to be found i n the 

s c a l e of duraoie goods snops provided. Major shopping 

centres have a 'complete' range of s p e c i a l i s t suops supplying 

a wide range oi duraule goodsj. the c e n t r e s are e s p e c i a l l y 

noted l o r the number of important non-food m u l t i p l e s 

represented. 

Among the important func t i o n s added at t n i s l e v e l are 

small department s t o r e s , j e w e l l e r y shops, music and record 

snops and a s t a l l market. I n a d d i t i o n there i s a s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n c r e a s e i n the number and s i z e oi shoe shops, f u r n i s h e r s and 

men's t a i l o r s . 

The r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s 

The r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s are c h a r a c t e r i s e d by a heavy 



c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f s p e c i a l i s t shops - a m i x t u r e o f shops 

a v a i l a b l e a t lower o r d e r c e n t r e s and those a v a i l a b l e o n l y 

a t t h i s l e v e l o f t h e h i e r a r c h y . 

There a r e , t h e r e f o r e , numerous shops s p e c i a l i s i n g i n 

th e s u p p l y o f women's, men's and c h i l d r e n ' s c l o t h i n g , shoes, 

f u r n i t u r e , j e w e l l e r y and o t h e r shopping goods. Added a t t h i s 

l e v e l are l a r g e department s t o r e s , u s u a l l y o c c u p y i n g m u l t i -

s t o r i e d b u i l d i n g s , and c e r t a i n f a s h i o n a b l e o r l u x u r y goods 

shops e.g. f u r r i e r s . 

F u n c t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e o f s e l e c t e d c e n t r e s 

Neighbourhood c e n t r e s 

There i s l i t t l e i n the way o f an average neighbourhood 

c e n t r e ; f u n c t i o n a l l y t h e more d i s t i n c t i v e c e n t r e s are the l a r g e r 

ones. 

The l a r g e neighbourhood c e n t r e s can be d i v i d e d i n t o those 

t h a t c a t e r f o r l i t t l e e l s e b u t convenience goods and those t h a t 

o f f e r a f a i r range o f d u r a b l e goods. The e s s e n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e 

between t h e two types 01 l a r g e neighbourhood c e n t r e s i s t h e 

presence o f a l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e i n t h e l a t t e r (see 

page 213for t h e d i s t o r t i n g e f f e c t o f c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s 

on t h e c e n t r a l p l a c e system). 

B u r n o p f i e l d , Craghead and D i p t o n ( C o l l i e r l e y ward) 

are t h e t h r e e c e n t r e s which s t a n d f a r above t h e o t h e r n e i g h b o u r -

* Fig.C.4 shows t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e more i m p o r t a n t c e n t r e s . 



hood c e n t r e s f o r t h e p r o v i s i o n o f d u r a b l e goods (see Fig.C.5). 

I n each o f the t h r e e c e n t r e s besides f o o d shops t h e r e i s 

l i t t l e e l s e b ut a l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e and a chemist 

( p a r t o f t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e i n B u r n o p f i e l d ) . I n 

B u r n o p f i e l d t h e r e are l j shops ( i n c l u d e s two n o n - f o o d ) , 

i n Craghead 15 shops ( i n c l u d e s t h r e e non-food) and i n D i p t o n 

15 shops ( i n c l u d e s 5 n o n - f o o d s ) . Besides a chemist t h e 

most common non-food shop i s the g e n e r a l hardware shop. 

New H e r r i n g t o n i s t y p i c a l o f the l a r g e neighbourhood 

c e n t r e vrhich p r o v i d e s l i t t l e e l s e b u t convenience goods* 

Of the 17 shops i n t h e c e n t r e f i v e were non-foods. The 

non-food shops c o n s i s t o f a ch e m i s t , two g e n e r a l hardware 

d e a l e r s , a l a d i e s ' and c h i l d r e n ' s o u t f i t t e r and a s m a l l 

w a i l paper shop. The medium-sized c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e has 

r e c e n t l y c l o s e d ( i n ISbb) - t h e r e appeared t o be few d u r a b l e 

goods purchases made i n t h e c e n t r e a t t h e time o f t h e sur v e y 

and t h i s was p r o b a b l y a c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r i n t h e d e c i s i o n 

t o c l o s e t h e branch s t o r e . 

Small suburban (and v i l l a g e ) c e n t r e s 
C C 

At t h e r m a l ! suburban l e v e i t h e s i g n i f i c a n t f u n c t i o n s 

added are those s u p p l y i n g d u r a b l e goods - n o t a n l y chemist 

shops and r a d i o and T.V. shops. The 15 s m a l l suburban 

c e n t r e s are d i v i d e d i n t o f i v e groups based on t h e number o f 

consumers served f o r d u r a b l e goods: v e r y s t r o n g (3 c e n t r e s ) ; 



s t r o n g (4 c e n t r e s ) ; average (2 c e n t r e s ) ; weak ( j c e n t r e s ) ; ana 

v e r y weak (3 c e n t r e s ) . Note t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e s t r o n g c e n t r e s 

f o r d u r a n i e goods a l s o serve l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n s f o r f o o d t h e r e 

was i n f a c t a v e r y low c o r r e l a t i o n between t h e number o f 

households served f o r f o o d and t h e number served f o r d u r a b l e 

goods, 

Langley Park (Esh p a r i s h ) , S a c r i s t o n and Shiney Row 

ar e t h e t h r e e v e r y s t r o n g c e n t r e s . A l l t h r e e c e n t r e s are 

l o c a t e d i n l a r g e s e t t l e m e n t s which are r e l a t i v e l y f a r from 

shopping goods c e n t r e s - a t l e a s t t h r e e m i l e s from t h e n e a r e s t 

c e n t r e . 

S a c r i s t o n and Langley l J a r k are o l d e r e s t a u l i s h e d c e n t r e s 

l o c a t e d i n l a r g e m i n i n g v i l l a g e s o f s t a t i c p o p u l a t i o n . Shiney 

Row, on t h e o t h e r hand, has r e c e n t l y expanded as a r e s u l t of 

th e r a p i d growth o f p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g area; i t s 

f u r t h e r expansion s i n c e t h e survey suggests t h a t i t may r i s e 

s l i g h t l y i n s t a t u s . 

A l l these c e n t r e s are w e l l s t o c k e d w i t h shops b u t Shiney 

Row because o f i t s r e c e n t expansion appears t o have a s l i g h t 

s u p e r i o r i t y i n b o t h f o o d and non-food shops. For food 

Shiney Row has a l a r g e supermarket (none i n t h e o t h e r c e n t r e s ) 

and t h r e e bakers (one i n each o f t h e o t h e r two c e n t r e s ) . 

Shiney Row's s u p e r i o r i t y i s bes t seen i n i t s range o f non-food 

shops and s e r v i c e s . Among t h e non-food shops o n i y Shiney Row 

has a c y c l e shop and a f l o r i s t . Among i t s s e r v i c e e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 
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Shiney Row has t h r e e d r y - c l e a n e r s , a c o i n - o p e r a t e d l a u n d e r e t t e 

and a l i b r a r y - S a c r i s t o n and Langley Park have each one d r y 

c l e a n e r . 

C h o p w e i l , Leadgate, Fence Houses and E a s i n g t o n Lane 

are t h e f o u r s t r o n g c e n t r e s . A l l f o u r c e n t r e s are l o c a t e d 

i n l a r g e s e t t l e m e n t s and, except f o r Chopweil, are w i t h i n 

two m i l e s o f a h i g h e r o r d e r c e n t r e . 'The p o p u l a t i o n around 

Chopweil, Fence Houses and Leadgate had d e c l i n e d i n t h e 

p r e v i o u s 15 years w h i l e i n E a s i n g t o n Lane i t i n c r e a s e d s l i g h t l y . 

iieadgate and E a s i n g t o n Lane r e p r e s e n t the d e c l i n i n g and 

r i s i n g c e n t r e s r e s p e c t i v e l y i n t h i s group. I n a l l t h e r e 

are 35 shops i n E a s i n g t o n Lane and 32 i n Leadgate. I n 

E a s i n g t o n Lane t h e r e are 14 non-food shops which i n c l u d e t h r e e 

r a d i o and T.V. shops, t h r e e wool shop/drapers, two hardware 

shops, one w a l l paper shop; t h e r e was a l s o an o f f - l i c e n c e and 

two d r y - c l e a n e r s . I n Leadgate t h e r e was one o f each o f t h e 

above e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ; t h e r e were o n l y e i g h t non-food shops i n 

the c e n t r e . 

P e l t o n and P.yton are t h e two average c e n t r e s . They 

are l o c a t e d i n f a i r l y l a r g e s e t t l e m e n t s b u t are n o t w e l l 

s t o c k e d w i t h shops - i n t h e case o f l - e l t o n t h i s i s p o s s i b l y 

because o f i t s p r o x i m i t y t o Chester l e S t r e e t , a major shopping 

c e n t r e ; Ryton i s under the dominance o f Newcastle, t h e r e g i o n a l 

c e n t r e . 



I n P e l t o n t h e r e are 19 shops ( i n c l u d e s f i v e non-foods) 

and i n Ryton 2 i shops ( i n c l u d e s 9 n o n - f o o d s ) . Ryton's 

complement of shops was i n c r e a s e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y by t h e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a b l o c k of aoout 8 shops i n 1960. There 

had been a sharp i n c r e a s e i n t h e s e t t l e m e n t ' s p o p u l a t i o n 

d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s 15 years and t h i s has u n d o u b t e d l y h e l p e d 

t h e c e n t r e "b i n c r e a s e i t s s t a t u s ; t h e s'aops p r o v i d e d a r e , 

however, o f modest s i z e and t h e r e i s l i t t l e l i k e l i h o o d o f a 

f u r t h e r r i s e i n t h e c e n t r e ' s s t a t u s . 

W i n l a t o n , Rowlands G i l l and South Moor are the t h r e e 

weak c e n t r e s . W i n l a t o n and Rowlands G i l l are areas i n which 

p o p u l a t i o n i s i n c r e a s i n g ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3f° and 2O70 r e s p e c t i v e l y 

d u r i n g t h e i n t e r c e n s a i p e r i o d 1 9 5 I - 6 i ) w h i l e i n South Moor 

t h e r e had been a sharp l o s s o f p o p u l a t i o n d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s 

15 years (a l o s s o f about 157° between 1951 and 1961. and 

about lQfyo i n t h e f o l l o w i n g f o u r years as suggested by a d e c l i n e 

i n t h e number o f e l e c t o r s ) . 

K x c i u d i n g the p o p u l a t i o n f a c t o r , W i n l a t o n and South 

Moor are a f f e c t e d by t h e i r p r o x i m i t y t o h i g h e r o r d e r c e n t r e s 

( w i t h i n a m i l e ) w h i l e i n Rowlands G i l l a l t h o u g h t h e r e are 

two supermarkets ( r a t h e r e x c e p t i o n a l a t t h i s l e v e l ) t h e r e has 

p r o b a b l y been l i t t l e demand by t h e incoming p o p u l a t i o n f o r t h e 
goods 

s a t i s f a c t i o n l o c a l l y o f t h e i r durable/needs ( t h e r e i s l i t t l e 

e l s e b u t a f a i r l y l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e f o r the s u p p l y o f 

d u r a b l e goods.).. 
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I n W i n l a t o n t h e r e are lb shops i n c l u d i n g 5 non-foods. 

There i s a f a i r i y l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e and among the few 

non-food shops a c h e m i s t , a g e n e r a l c l o t h i n g shop and a 

w a l l paper shop. There i s a i s o a bank and a d r y c l e a n e r . 

B l a c k h i l l , Washington S t a t i o n and Lanchester are t h e 

v e r y weak c e n t r e s . B l a c k h i l l and Washington S t a t i o n are 

w i t h i n 1-g- m i l e s o f shopping goods c e n t r e s w h i l e Jjanchester 

i s a small/medium v i l l a g e w i t h an i n s u f f i c i e n t p o p u l a t i o n 

( a b o u t 1000 households) t o s u p p o r t more th a n the l o w e s t 

t h r e s h o l d f u n c t i o n s a p p r o p r i a t e t o t h i s l e v e l o f t h e h i e r a r c h y 

i t s d i s t a n c e f r o m other h i g h e r o r d e r c e n t r e s was p r o b a b l y a 

c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r t o i t s a c q u i s i t i o n or these f u n c t i o n s 

e.g. a c h e m i s t . Washington S t a t i o n i s i n an area o f 

d e c l i n i n g p o p u l a t i o n ^ l o s s or about 20/o d u r i n g the p r e v i o u s 

15 years.) 

There are two c e n t r e s i n B l a c k h i l l , t h e l a r g e r c o n t a i n s 

25 shops ( i n c i u a e s 7 non-foods) and t h e s m a l l e r 15 snops 

( i n c l u d e s 5 n o n - f o o d s ) . The s m a l l e r i s e q u i v a l e n t i n grade 

t o a neighbourhood c e n t r e b u t t o g e t h e r b o t h c e n t r e s are o f 

t h e s m a l l suburban grade. ato d i s t i n c t i o n was made by 

r e s i d e n t s o f t h e area and because or t h e i r p r o x i m i t y t o each 

o t h e r b o t h c e n t r e s are c o n s i d e r e d one. There was an 

adequate number or f o o d shops i n c l u d i n g t h r e e bakers and two 

b u t c h e r s . There were two hardware shops and one s m a l l 



f u r n i s h e r . I n t e r e s t i n g evidence of the low demand f o r 

durable goods i s to be seen i n 

( a ) the p r o v i s i o n of only three s e c t i o n s i n the branch of the 

Gonsett co-operative s o c i e t y - grocery, greengrocery and 

butchery 

(b) the cxosing down 01 the branch o.t the Leadgate co-opera.tive 

s o c i e t y i n 1966. 

Suburban centres 

Blaydon and E e t t o n l e Hole are the two strong Suburban 

^centres; B i r t l e y and A n n f i e l d P l a i n are moderately strong 

while Crawcrook i s a r e l a t i v e l y weak c e n t r e . As has already 

been noted a i l c e n t r e s have a very l a r g e co-operative s t o r e . 

Blaydon has 48 snops, i n c l u d i n g 21 non-foods. Two 

important non-food m u l t i p l e s are represented here: Woolworth 

and C a l l e r ' s ( f u r n i s h e r s ) * Other important establishments 

include a shoe snop, a pet snop, a f l o r i s t , a c y c l e shop and a 

camera/photographer's shop. There are a l s o two shops supplying 

general women's wear and two l a d i e s ' and c h i l d r e n ' s o u t f i t t e r s . . 

The Blaydon co-operative s o c i e t y was founded i n 1859 and 

was probably the f i r s t co-operative s o c i e t y to be formed i n the 

North HJast. About 1876 the co-operative store i s described 

as follows: 

'Blaydon has the most remarkable s t o r e next to that of 

Rochdale The store has grown from a house to 

a s t r e e t ' (Holyoake, 1885, Vol.2, p.349.) 



The s o c i e t y has grown c o n s i d e r a b l y and i s among; the l a r g e s t 

i n t h e area. T h i s i s e v i d e n t from, t h e s i z e o f i t s main 

shop i n Blaydon, aoout 17 ,000 s q . f t . ( i n c l u d e s f i r s t f l o o r ) , 

and Its l a r g e membersnip t o t a l , 24 ,000 members ( B l a y d o n , 

O f f i c i a l Guide, 19t>2;. See also Fig.C. 17. 

H e t t o n l e Hole has two shopping areas, t h e l a r g e r i s i n 

F r o n t S t r e e t (27 snopsj and t h e o t h e r i n Market s t r e e t (18 

snopsj j u s t over .100 yards away. Though t h e two c e n t r e s are 

p h y s i c a l l y s eparate no d i s t i n c t i o n was r e c o g n i s e d by households 

i n t h e area and t h e two c e n t r e s were, t n e r e f o r e , c o n s i d e r e d 

as one. The H a r k e t S t r e e t area c o n t a i n e d t h e v e r y l a r g e 

c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e , the H e t t o n lewns C o - o p e r a t i v e S o c i e t y , 

w h i l e t h e F r o n t S t r e e t area c o n t a i n e d t h e l a r g e r and more 

r e c e n t l y added shops= 

Among the non-food shops i n H e t t o n l e Hole were two shoe 

shops, one f u r n i s n e r , two r a d i o aha T.V. snops, one f l o r i s t , 

t h r e e w a l l p a p e r / d e c o r a t o r ' s siiops and two l a d i e s ' and c h i l d r e n ' s 

o u t f i t t e r s . There was a l s o a gas showroom, t h r e e banks and 

t h r e e d r y c l e a n e r s . The o v e r a l l i m p r e s s i o n was t h a t o f a 

prosperous cenxre. 

B i r t i e y ' s c e n t r e appears a t t h e same time b o t h s t r o n g and 

b l i g h t e d . I t s complement o i shops suggests t h a t i t i s a 

t h r i v i n g c e n t r e but t h e v i s u a l image i s one o i b l i g h t . The 

c e n t r e has 40 shops o f wnich 18 are non-foods. I t i s 



u n d o u b t e d l y a s t r o n g f o o d c e n t r e ; t h e r e were 7 g r o c e r y 

m u l t i p l e s and c o - o p e r a t i v e s i n t h e c e n t r e (same as U l a y d o n ) . 

To t h e s o u t h s i d e oi' t h e c e n t r e , however, t n e r e its a b l i g h t e d 

zone. I n October 1966 t n i s area had s i s shops t n a t were 

c l o s e d dovm and a prade o i snops wnich was o b v i o u s l y d i f f i c u l t 

t o l e x ( a l m o s t two years a f t e r c o m p l e t i o n n i n e o f t h e t h i r t e e n 

snop u n i t s were s t i l l u n o c c u p i e d ) . 

The c e n t r e , i s n e v e r t h e l e s s , a f a i r l y s t r o n g c e n t r e . 

There i s an e l e c t r i c i t y showroom, 4 r a d i o ana T . 7 . snops, 2 

c y c l e snops, 2 f l o r i s t s , 1 p e t shop and an o f f - l i c e n c e . There 

i s a i s u a good range o f s e r v i c e s incj.ua.ing 3 hanks, 2 d r y -

c l e f t n e r s and a s m a l l c o i n - o p e r a t e d l a u n d e r e t t e . The B i r t l e y 

c o - o p e r a t i v e s o c i e t y occupies a f u l l b l o c k and c a t e r s f o r a wide 

range o f goods i n c l u d i n g a shoe s e c t i o n . 

A n n f i e l d P l a i n i s l o c a t e d i n a m i n i n g area o f s t a t i Q 

p o p u l a t i o n . I t s shopping c e n t r e though w e l l s t o c k e d w i t h 

snops appears t o be on the dlowngrade. There are 35 shops 

o f wnich 17 are non-fooas. The more i m p o r t a n t e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 

are a gas snowrtoom, a snoe snop, a, g e n e r a l d r a p e r , a p e t s t o r e 

and a s m a l l j e w e l l e r / w a t c h r e p a i r e r . I t s s e r v i c e s i n c l u d e 

two banks and two d r y c l e a n e r s . .By f a r t h e mowt s i g n i f i c a n t 

e s t a o l i s h m e n t i s t h e v e r y l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e , a l t h o u g h 

t h e s i z e o f t h e s t o r e i s probaDiy a r e s u l t o f i t s b e i n g t h e 

h e a d q u a r t e r s o f t h e l a r g e s t co-op«rative s o c i e t y i n F o r t h 

Durham (number o f branches,). See Fig.C. 17. 
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Crawcrook i s t h e s m a l l e s t of t h e suburban c e n t r e s and 

c o n t a i n s 33 shops 01 wnich o n l y 13 are non-foods. The 

shopping facade suggests a s t a t i c c e n t r e and i n f a c t t h e 

cenore l a c k s the more r e c e n t l y added f r i n g e e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 

a t t h i s l e v e l . A l s o i t s c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e does/iot o f f e r 

t h e range o f goods a v a i l a b l e a t t h e o t h e r suburoan c e n t r e . 

I t s range o f shops i s s m a l l : a shoe shop, a w a i l paper shop 

and two r a d i o and T.V. shops are the main non-food shops. 

There i s one bank and one d r y - c l e a n e r . 

Perhaps the most s i g n i f i c a n t establishment" i n t h e c e n t r e 

i s a l a r g e r a d i o and T.V. shop which j u d g i n g by i t s s i z e 

would be more a p p r o p r i a t e i n a major shopping c e n t r e . The 

presence o f t h i s shop was v e r y e v i d e n t f r o m t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

survey. The i n f l u e n c e o f t h i s shop can be seen from Table 

C .19 ana i t s t r a d e a r e a i s d e s c r i b e d i n page 332 . 

Small shopping c e n t r e s 

There i s a s t r i k i n g d i f f e r e n c e bdtween t h e two s m a l i shopping 

c e n t r e s o f Houghton l e S p r i n g and Sew Washington; the f o r m e r 

i s an o l d - e s t a b l i s h e d c e n t r e w h i l e t h e l a t t e r has o n l y r e c e n t l y 

grown i n s t a t u s . As a r e a i t Houghton i e S p r i n g ' s shopping 

facade o f o l d and new shops c o n t r a s t s w i t h t h e new b l o c k s o f 

shops i n t h e r e c e n t l y expanded c e n t r e o f New Washington. 

The two c e n t r e s c o n t a i n an adequate range of lower o r d e r 

goods. Grocery m u l t i p l e s are w e l l r e p r e s e n t e d i n b o t h c e n t r e s 



a l t h o u g h New Washington ( 1 0 ) has a larger number than 

Houghton l e S p r i n g ( 6 ) m a i n l y because or t h e newiy developed 

shopping b l o c k s - u n i v e r s a l l y a t t r a c t i v e p r o p o s i t i o n s f o r 

m u l t i p l e o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 'i'he two towns d i i ' f e r most i n t h e 

p r o v i s i o n of h i g h e r o r d e r non-food shops. 

I n Houghton l e S p r i n g t h e more i m p o r t a n t non-f06d shops 

c o n s i s t o i a shoe shop, a b o o k s t o r e , a s m a l l department s t o r e 

a p e t s t o r e , a c y c l e shop, two men's t a i l o r s , two f u r n i s h e r s 

and t h r e e r a d i o and T.V. shops. S e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d i n c l u d e 

t h r e e banks, t h r e e d r y c l e a n e r s , a c o i n - o p e r a t e d l a u n d e r e t t e , 

a cinema and a bingo h a i l . Besides Woolworths and B u r t o n s , 

t h e r e are no i m p o r t a n t non-food m u l t i p l e s i n t h e shopping 

c e n t r e . 

Hew Washington has more non-food m u l t i p l e s and s e r v i c e 

e s t a u l i s n m e n t s . Besides a Wooiworth s t o r e t h e r e are two 

m u l t i p l e f u r n i s h e r s ( C a l l e r ' s and S m i t h ' s ) ; o t h e r shops i n c l u d e 

two shoe shops, a men's t a i l o r , a r a d i o and T.Y. shop, a c y c l e 

shop, a f l o r i s t and a women's o u t f i t t e r , t h e r e are f i v e banks, 

s i x d r y c l e a n e r s and a cinema/bingo h a l l . 

I n Houghton l e S p r i n g t h e r e are 5y shops ( i n c l u d e s 53 non-

fo o d s ) and i n New Washington 52 shops (inciuci.es n o n - f o o d s ) . 

Manor shopping c e n t r e s 

C o n s e t t , S t a n l e y and Chester l e S t r e e t are the three 

m ajor shopping c e n t r e s . S t a n l e y i s a p p r e c i a b l y s m a l l e r than 

t h e oxher two. 
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C o n s e t t has 109 shops or which 61 are non-foods. The 

shopping c e n t r e i s s.pread over severa,i s t r e e t s - around t h e 

market square and bus s t a t i o n , a l o n g F r o n t S t r e e t , M i d d l e 

S t r e e t and Newmarket S t r e e t - t h e f r a g m e n t a t i o n o f t h e c e n t r e , 

the s i z e and number 01' shops p l u s t h e many m u l t i p l e s p r e s e n t , 

g i v e the c e n t r e an a i r o f h i g h s t a t u s , A weekly s t a l l market 

i s h e l d on S a t u r d a y s . 

Chester l e S t r e e t has 108 shops o f which 06 are non-foods. 

Except f o r a few shops on e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e covered 'vong burn 

a t t h e n o r t h end o f t h e town, a l l shops are l o c a t e d on t h e 

F r o n t S t r e e t , s t r e t c h i n g f o r j u s t orer h a l f a m i i e . Chester 

l e S t r e e t has s l i g h t l y more m u l t i p l e s , b o t h f o o d and non-food, 

than e i t h e r o f the o t h e r c e n t r e s . I t a l s o has a w i d e r range 

o l f u n c t i o n s e s p e c i a l l y t h e h i g h e r o r d e r f u n c t i o n s e.g. 

shops s e l l i n g jo/el l e r y and m u s i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s , • , A 
ntaj.1 

weekly/market i s h e l d on F r i d a y s . 

S t a n l e y has 70 shops o f which J i are non-foods. Except 

f o r a j e w e l l e r y shop t h e shopping c e n t r e has v i r t u a l l y the 

same range o f shops as t h e o t h e r two c e n t r e s . D i f f e r e n c e s are 

m o s t l y i n t h e number 01 shops 01 each t y p e p r o v i d e d a t the c e n t r e . 

For i n s t a n c e , t h e r e are o n l y two f u r n i s h e r s i n S t a n l e y (a 

t h i r d has r e c e n t l y c l o s e d ) compared t o f o u r i n Chester l e S t r e e t . 

There i s a l s o no s t a l l market - t h e o l d market h a l l i s now i n 

the backwater o f t h e shopping c e n t r e and i s d i v i d e d i n t o s e v e r a l 

shop u n i t s . 



A l l t h r e e c e n t r e s have a l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e . 

R e g i o n a l c e n t r e s 

Newcastle i s the r e g i o n a l cen i r e w h i l e Sunderland s h o u l d 

more a p p r o p r i a t e l y be c a l l e d t h e s u b - r e g i o n a l c e n t r e . 

I n t h e C e n t r a l Business D i s t r i c t o f Newcastle t h e r e are 

about 7" !0 non-fooa shops compared t o about 300 i n Sunderland. 

Newcastle has more i m p o r t a n t m u l t i p l e s and more s p e c i a l i s t 

shops t h a n Sunderland. For t h e l e s s e r i m p o r t a n t r e g i o n a l 

c e n t r e goods Newcastle has about t w i c e as many shops as 

Sunderland e.g. j e w e l l e r y 22 a g a i n s t 1 1 , w h i l e f o r t h e more 

s p e c i a l i s t r e g i o n a l c e n t r e goods t h e r e are more than t w i c e 

as many shops i n Newcastle e.g. 12 f u r r i e r s a g a i n s t 4 i n 

Sunderland. 

I t i s apparent t h a t though Sunderland p r o v i d e s a 

range of shops t h a t are o n l y o b t a i n a b l e a t t h e r e g i o n a l c e n t r e 

l e v e l , r e l a t i v e t o Newcastle i t l a e k s a f u l l complement o f t h e 

h i g h e s t t h r e s h o l d f u n c t i o n s . 



<i ck V 

c h a p t e r 4 

Consumer shopping h a b i t s and t h e h i e r a r c h y o f 
c e n t r a l p l a c e s 

The p r e s e n t s t u d y , i t i s b e l i e v e d , f a i r l y a c c u r a t e l y 

d e s c r i b e s t h e n a t u r e and i n f l u e n c e o f c e n t r a l p l a c e s 

w i t h i n a 'densely p o p u l a t e d u r b a n i z e d area i n t h e shadow 

o f a r e g i o n a l c e n t r e ' . I t i s a x i o m a t i c t h a t i d e a l areas 

do n o t e x i s t i n r e a l i t y and t h a t l o c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

may so a f f e c t consumer o r i e n t a t i o n t h a t u n i v e r s a l concepts 

deduced from sucn a s t u d y may be i n v a l i d . I n t h i s 

s t u d y allowance i s made f o r c e r t a i n p e c u l i a r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

o f t h e area. 

The area! 3 p e c u l i a r i t i e s can be t r a c e d back t o t h e 

m i n i n g e r a o i the 19'Cn c e n t u r y and l a t e r . The i r r e g u l a r 

s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n s , t h e s e l l - c o n t a i n e d n a t u r e of t h e 

m i n i n g v i l l a g e s ( m i n e r s were o i t e n c a j o l e d or coerced i n t o 

g e t t i n g t h e i r s u p p l i e s f r o m t h e c o l l i e r y s t o r e ) , t h e 

g r o w t h o f t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e movement a f t e r 1860 and 

o t h e r r e l a t e d f a c t o r s l e d t o i l l o g i c a l s e r v i c e o r i e n t a t i o n s 

and much c r i s s - c r o s s i n g ox a s s o c i a t i o n s . At t h e p r e s e n t 

t i m e t n i s has been l a r g e l y broken down by t h e i n c r e a s e d 

m o b i l i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . While t h e motor c a r and t h e 

f r e q u e n t bus s e r v i c e s have been c n i e f i y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

t h i s , t h e c l o s u r e o f many c o l l i e r i e s and t h e commuting o f 

miners t o o t h e r areas have h e l p e d t o erode the p s y c h o l o g i c a l 



and t r a d i t i o n a l i m m o b i l i t y of m i n i n g h o u s e h o l d s . 

.Before p r o c e e d i n g t o an a n a l y s i s of consumer movement 

i n t h e a r e a i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o s t a t e t h a t i x was p o s s i b l e 

to p u r c h a s e a l l i t e m s ^ i n t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e ; a t e a c h 

l e v e l 01 t h e h i e r a r c h y . T h i s was b e c a u s e o i : 

( a ^ the r a n g e 01 goods c o v e r e d by e a c h ixem, e.g. women's 

c l o t h i n g . 

( b ) the d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n o f s h o p s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t h e l o w e r 

l e v e l s 01 t h e h i e r a r c h y . 

( c ) t h e complete s e r v i c e o i c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s 

( d ) t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y of a l l l o w e r o r d e r goods a t h i g h e r 

o r d e r c e n t r e s . 

T a b l e (J. 2. compares th e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f food and 

non-fooa shops tnroughout t h e T y n e s i a e r e g i o n w i t h t h e 

p e r c e n t a g e of custom a t t r a c t e d t o c e n t r e s a t e a c h i e v e l 

of t h e h i e r a r c h y . 

I t i s a p p a r e n t t h a t t h e s h o p p i n g goods c e n t r e s ^ ' A!' 

and h i g h e r ) a t t r a c t a h i g h e r p e r c e n t a g e of c u s t o m e r s f o r 

b o t h c o n v e n i e n c e and d u r a b l e goods t h a n i s s u g g e s t e d by 

the p e r c e n t a g e of s u c n shops l o c a t e d a t t n e s e c e n t r e s . . 

* i a k e n from Thorpe, 1966 p 67 . The a r e a c o v e r e d 

e x c l u d e s p a r t of t h e s u r v e y a r e a and i n c l u d e s 

T y n e s i a e / W e a r s i d e . 



( B o t e t h a t about o n e - q u a r t e r o f the n>on-fooa shops i n t h e 

Tynesiae r e g i o n are c o n t a i n e d i n t h e r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s J. 

The convenience goods c e n t r e s ('Er and l o w e r ; a l l a t t r a c t 

a lower percentage o i custom f o r b o t h convenience and 

du r a u l e goods t h a n t h e i r percentage share o f t h e area's 

snops. 

Table C.-2 

Percentage o i shops and e x p e n d i t u r e a t each l e v e l o f t h e 
h i e r a r c h y / 

FOOD 
Custont Shops 

filOK 
Custom 

-FOOD 
shops 

R e g i o n a l c e n t r e 

Grade A 

5.0 

41.8 
] 
) 

22.2 
48.9 

36.8 
) 
) 57.2 . 
) 

Grade & 13.7 I8.4 5.5 i 4 . 7 

Grade G 21..91 26.2 6.6 18.0 

Grade D 15.2 35-2 2.2 j.0.1 

M o b i l e shop 4.4 - - -
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

The percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n o f shops shown i n T a ble 

C.-2. v a r i e s s l i g h t l y f r o m t n a t o f t h e survey area. i t 

w ould appear t h a t r e l a t i v e t o the 'i'yneside r e g i o n t h e r e 

are fewer 'B' c e n t r e s and more 1 C c e n t r e s i n t h e area; 

t h i s would "be e q u i v a l e n t t o an i n c r e a s e i n t h e percentage 

o f shops i n 'C1 c e n t r e s , 5% o f foods and 3/0 o f non-food 

* Fig.6 i l l u s t r a t e s the differences in consumer orientation 

for convenience and durable goods. 



shops, and a s i m i l a r decrease i n the percentage oi' shops 

i n 'J3' c e n t r e s . i t i s e s s e n t i a l however t o i n c l u d e t h e 

shops i n Newcastle and Sunderland i n o r d e r t o a r r i v e 

a t a m e a n i n g f u l d i s t r i b u t i o n ; t h e a d j u s t m e n t o f 'B* 

and ! C c e n t r e s would a d e q u a t e l y account f o r l o c a l 

v a r i a t i o n s . 

The above comparison of t h e p o p u l a t i o n served w i t h 

t h e number of shops p r o v i d e d conj-irms t h a t the d r a w i n g 

power o i a shop i s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o t h e grade 01 c e n t r e 

i n wnich i t i s f o u n d . xhe average p a t t e r n i s such t h a t 

t h e number o i consumers ( o r t u r n o v e r ; a t t r a c t e d by a 

s i n g l e shop i s h i g h e s t i n the r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s and l o w e s t 

i n neighbourhood c e n t r e s . Table 0..3 shows i n , s i m p l i f i e d 

f o r m the r e l a t i v e d r a w i n g power o i shops a t each l e v e l 01 

t h e h i e r a r c h y below t h e r e g i o n a l c e n t r e l e v e l ^Ebte t h a t 

t h e t a o l e does n o t show tne r e l a t i v e d r a w i n g power o f 

convenience v . d u r a b l e goods snops,). 

T able C .3 

The r e l a t i v e a t t r a c t i v e power o f a shop a t 
each l e v e l o i t h e h i e r a r c h y 

Shop A B C D 

Convenience 12 :" b : 4 s 3 

Durable 15 : b : 4 : 5 

Table u.,3 i s based on t h e a c t u a l shops l o c a t e d i n 



each c e n t r e . The average s i z e o± snops i n ' A ' ^enures 

would l o g i c a l l y be l a r g e r tnan t h a t o i ' i . ; ' c e n t r e s . For 

i n s t a n c e , a supermarket l o c a t e d i n a '(J 1 c e n t r e may show 
equal 

a t u r n o v e r / t o a s i m i l a r s i z e d one i n an ' A ' c e n t r e out 

tn e average food snop i n a 'C c e n t r e w i l l most l i k e i y 

have o n e - t h i r d 01 t h e t u r n o v e r o f the average f o o d shop 

i n an ' A 1 c e n t r e , as suggested by Table C'«-3« 

Consumer O r i e n t a t i o n 

Convenience goods 

Weekly g r o c e r i e s and b u t c h e r ' s meats are the two 

convenience goods i n c l u d e d i n t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e . 

Food purchases are o f the low t h r e s h o l d , h i g h f r e q u e n c y 

t y p e and a r e t h e o r e t i c a l l y made a t the n e a r e s t a v a i l a b l e 

c e n t r e . There i s v e r y l i t t l e comparison t o be made 

between c e n t r e s ana even between shops. Though t h e a r r i v a l 

o f t h e supermarket has c r e a t e d a temporary 'comparison* element 

between supermarket and non-supermarket c e n t r e s , the r a p i d 

spread or these shops has had t h e o v e r a l l e f f e c t o i l o w e r i n g 

d i f f e r e n c e s ( e x c e p t f o r neighbourhood c e n t r e s f r o m w i i i c h 

t h e y are g e n e r a l l y a b s e n t ) . 

Three f u r t h e r f a c t o r s w i i i c h c o n t r i b u t e t o the 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n of f o o d purchases a t the n e a r e s t a v a i l a b l e 

c e n t r e are ( a ) the fr e q u e n c y of purcnases i n B r i t a i n 

p r i m a r i l y "because o f the low o i i n e r s n i p r a t e o f r e f r i g e r a t o r s 

and c a r s ( t h e lower ownership r a t e s i n County Durham suggest 
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t h a t i t i s even more f r e q u e n t i n t h i s area than elsewhere 

i n t h e c o u n t r y ) ( b ) the b u l k y n a t u r e o f the goods: the 

average w e i g h t o f g r o c e r i e s purchased each week by 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s households i s e s t i m a t e d t o be 62 l b s (see 

'Cumbernauld' p.10) and ( c ) the s l i g h t l y p e r i s h a b l e 

n a t u r e o i some foods e.g. meats. 

Though t h e r e are o f t e n economies t o be made by 

t r a v e l l i n g t o a l a r g e r c e n t r e f o r g r o c e r i e s the tendency 

i s t o make use of t h e n e a r e s t c e n t r e . Thorpe i n h i s s t u d y 

n o t e d t h a t a h i e r a r c h y o i c e n t r e s appears c h i e f l y because 

o f t h e d i f f e r e n t r e q u i r e m e n t s o f m u l t i p l e t r a d e r s b e f o r e 

t h e y are prepared t o e s t a b l i s h a branch i n any g i v e n 

c e n t r e . Consumers on the o t h e r hand may f u l f i l a i l t h e i r 

needs a t t h e n e a r e s t c e n t r e ; f o r most c e n t r e s , e v e n o f the 

l o w e s t r a n k ^ a r e a b l e t o s u p p l y a f a i r l y fuul range o f g r o c e r i e s . 

The b u l k o f f o o d purchases were i n f a c t made a t l o w e r 

o r d e r c e n t r e s . Convenience gooas c e n t r e s ('B1 and l o w e r ) 

accounted f o r 52/'c and yifo r e s p e c t i v e l y o i t h e area's 

purchases o f meats and g r o c e r i e s . A f u r t h e r y/o of 

households bought t h e i r g r o c e r i e s f r o m m o b i l e shops and 

&/o t h e i r meats. The r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s , on t h e o t h e r hand, 

a t t r a c t e d o n l y 3y° o f households f o r each o f the two f o o d 

i t e m s . See Table C .4« 



Table C . 4 

Percentage purchased at each l e v e l of the hierarchy 

Item ( 1 0 0 . 0 ) Reg.Centres 
% 

•A' Centres ' 
% % 

B'Centres 'C'centres 'D' centi 

Groceries 3 . 0 4 3 . 4 14 .0 21 .1 18 .5* 

Meats 3 .1 3 7 . 5 13 .0 24 .6 21 .8* 

Chemist goods 4 . 0 46 . 0 14.4 2 8 . 5 7 .1 

T.V.sets 2 5 . 0 53 .8 10 .3 9 .1 1.8 

Hardware 2 7 . 0 47-5 10 .0 10 .7 4 . 8 

Kitchen Appliances 36.1 53.1 5.1 4 . 2 1.5 

Cyc1e s/Prams 4 3 . 3 4 7 . 6 4 . 2 4 . 3 0 . 6 

Shoes 4 5 . 7 3 9 . 0 6.1 5 .9 3 . 3 

Furniture 5 8 . 4 3 4 . 6 3 . 7 2 . 3 1.0 

Men's Clothing 5 9 . 3 33 .7 2 . 3 3 -0 4 . 7 

Children's Clothing 6 2 . 3 3 0 . 6 2 . 9 3 . 0 1.2 

Jewellery 6 9 . 6 25 .9 2 . 2 1.4 0 . 9 

Women's Clothing 7 0 . 7 2 2 . 3 2 . 6 3 . 0 1.4 

Food 3 . 0 41 . 8 13.7 22 .1 19.4* 

Durables 48 .9 36 .8 5 .5 6 .6 2 . 2 

* Includes purchases from mobile shops v i z . 3*1% for groceries, 

7.7% for meats and 4.4% for food. 



Duraole gooas 

i n c l u d e d i n d u r a o l e goods are chemist gooas which 

are o i t n e convenience t y p e , i'hey are convenience 

goods i n so f a r as t h e y are n o r m a l l y bought a t t h e n e a r e s t 

a v a i l a b l e c e n t r e But t h e h i g h e r t h r e s h o l d p o p u l a t i o n 

r e q u i r e d and t h e iower f r e q u e n c y of purchases account 

f o r t n e g e n e r a l aosehce of a chemist shop a t the l o w e s t 

l e v e i o f the h i e r a r c h y (neighbourhood c e n t r e s ; , 

Of t h e 40 neighbouirhooa c e n t r e s w i t h f o u r o r more 

shops o n l y 10 c o n t a i n a c n e i n i s t snop w h i l e i n each o f 

t h e 15 s m a i i suburban c e n t r e s t h e r e i s a t l e a s t one such 

shop. The suburban 'centres g e n e r a l l y have a t l e a s t 

two ana t h e shopping gooas c e n t r e s a t l e a s t f o u r c h e m i s t s . 

Table u.-4 shows t h a t 'JJo o f households bought t h e i r c h e m i s t 

i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t the percentage of households a t t r a c t e d t o 

neighbourhood c e n t r e s f o r chemist goods was lower t h a n 

t h a t f o r b o t h weekly g r o c e r i e s ana meats; t h e r e v e r s e was 

t h e case f o r s m a l l suburoan c e n t r e s which were a o l e t o 

p r o v i a e a d e q u a t e l y f o r t h e needs o f t h e l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n 

* Note t h a t the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f chemist, shops may be 

c o n t r o l l e d and l i m i t e d by t h e P h a r m a c e u t i c a l S o c i e t y 

Neighbourhood centres/compared to 29"fa that gooas a t 
r a t s m a l l ^uburban o b t a i n e d t h e i r s enures,. C A t i s 



and a i s o to a t t r a c t consumers from t h e s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a . 

•ohemist goous a r e p o t e n t i a l l y t h e most l o c a l i z e d 

o f consumer goods ( t h e l o c a t i o n o i a c h e m i s t shop i s o i t e n 

l i n k e d w i t n a d o c t o r ' s s u r g e r y ) . When c h e m i s t shops 

a r e p r e s e n t l o c a l c e n t r e s g e n e r a l l y r e t a i n a h i g h e r 

p e r c e n t a g e of c h e m i s t goods e x p e n d i t u r e t h a n t h a t 01 any 

o t h e r good. c o n v e n i e n c e goods c e n t r e s a t t r a c t e d 5C> 

of p u r c h a a e s of c h e m i s t goous w h i l e t h e r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s 

a c c o u n t e d f o r o n l y 4?° ~ a l m o s t the same a s t h a t f o r t h e 

food i t e m s ; d i f f e r e n c e s between consumer o r i e n t a t i o n f o r 

c h e m i s t goods and food c a n be a c c o u n t e d f o r by d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e two t y p e s o i s h o p s . S e e Fig.c.7 a to 

The s h o p p i n g goods ( d u r a b l e s e x c l u d i n g c h e m i s t goods) 

r e v e a l e d a g r a d a t i o n 01 consumer o r i e n t a t i o n to t n e i e v e i s 

o f the h i e r a r c h y o f s h o p p i n g c e n t r e s . Thus the p e r c e n t a g e 

of h o u s e h o l d s s h o p p i n g i n t h e r e g i o i n a i c e n t r e s v a r i e d 

from 7O/0 f o r j e w e l l e r y t o 27°/o f o r h a r d w a r e ; a t t h e o t h e r 

end 01 t h e h i e r a r c h y neighbourhood c e n t r e s a t t r a c t e d l e s s 

t h a n xjo f o r j e w e l l e r y and 5'/° i o r h a r d w a r e . Fig.C.7 d to 1. 

r h e t e n s h o p p i n g goods can be d i v i d e d i n t o s i x 

h i e r a r c h i c a l groups r o u g h l y c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e group 

o f goods added a t e a c h of t h e s i x l e v e i s 01 t h e h i e r a r c h y 

o f c e n t r a l p l a c e s . T a b l e C.5 snows th e g r a d a t i o n of 

s h o p p i n g goods. 



Table ii.5 

Shopping goods s p e c i a l i s t shops ^ J S . J L / 

( i j hardware - a v a i l a b l e a t neighbourhood c e n t r e s L 

( 2 ) T.v.sets - 11 s m a l l suburban c e n t r e s 

( 3 ) Shoes - " " suburoan c e n t r e s 

( 4 ) K i t c h e n app; - " " s m a l l shopping c e n t r e s 
c y c l e s / prams 

( 5 ) f u r n i uure, men 4 s 
c l o t h i n g ; c h i i d r e n ' s 
c l o t h i n g - " " major shopping c e n t r e s 

( 6 ) j e w e l l e r y , - " " r e g i o n a l shopping c e n t r e s 
women's c l o t n i n g 

N.B. Compare w i t h Table C.-4 

At the neighbourhood l e v e l nardware ana s m a l l 

e l e c x r i c a x goods are t h e main, shopping goods s u p p l i e d . 

The g e n e r a l hardware shop i s commonly found i n s m a l l 

v i l l a g e s . Shoes are t h e o n l y o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t purchases 

made a t t h i s l e v e l ; shoe shops are n o t f o u n d a t t h i s l e v e l 

b u t t h e r e i s f r e q u e n t l y a shoe s e c t i o n i n t h e i a r g e 

c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s . Cp*.dj> 

At t h e second l e v e l o f t h e h i e r a r c h y (-gmall Suburban) 

hardware and T.Y* s e t s are the two most i m p o r t a n t purchases; 

t h e r a d i o and T.V. shop': i s t h e most d i s t i n c t i v e l e a t u r e o f 

t r a d i n g a t t h i s l e v e l . . Other i m p o r t a n t purchases are 

snoes (no s p e c i a l i s t shops), k i t c h e n a p p l i a n c e s and c y c l e s / 

prams. Shoes are purchased a t c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s w h i l e 

t h e o t h e r two. goods are g e n e r a l l y s o l d i n r a d i o & T..V.shops 



which are t y p i c a l examples ol' the degree of d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n -

i n r e t a i l o u t l e t s at t h i s l e v e l . 

At the suburban i e v e i oi' the hierarchy the most 

important a d d i t i o n a l purchase i s t h a t of shoes. A shoe 

shop i s the f u n c t i o n commonly added at t h i s l e v e l . Other 

important purchases at t h i s i e v e l are k i t c h e n appliances, 

f u r n i t u r e and cycles/prams; s p e c i a l i s t shops f o r one or 

more of these gooas are found ax one or more suburban 

centres. At each centre the i n f l u e n c e of the large 

co-operative store i s very evident. 

Added at the smaxi shopping centre l e v e l are snops 

s p e c i a l i s i n g i n the supply of k i t c h e n appliances and cycles/ 

prams. Kitchen appliances can be regarded as t y p i c a l 

o l the s p e c i a l i s t goods a v a i l a b l e at these centres. The 

presence of e l e c t r i c i t y and gas showrooms as w e l l as a 

rmimber o i f u r n i s h e r s provides a wider choice and supply 

of such goods than at any lower l e v e l centre. The 

need f o r a f t e r - s a l e s service f o r household appliances 

ensures adequate p r o t e c t i o n from the r e g i o n a l centres while 

the standard product and services of e l e c t r i c i t y and gas 

showrooms i s a f u r t h e r f a c t o r c o n t r i b u t i n g to the 

importance ox xnese centres f o r the supply of these goods. 

Major shopping centres are s p e c i a l i s t centres f o r 
appliances 

the gooas added at the next lower l e v e l ( v i z . kitchen^and 

cycles/prams) but are also able to serve large populations 



w i t h goods f o r wnich the r e g i o n a l centres normally have 

a dominant i n f l u e n c e ; these are f u r n i t u r e , men's 

c l o t h i n g and child r e n ' s c l o t h i n g . These are items 

where fashion and the 'comparison' element become 

important f a c t o r s determining the place of purchase. 

The growth of m u l t i p l e t a i l o r s and f u r n i s h e r s has, however, 

r e s u l t e d i n a degree of st a n d a r d i s a t i o n i n these goods 

and t h i s has allowed the strong development o i r e t a i l 

o u t l e t s i n the major shopping centres. The r e g i o n a l 

centres are nevertheless the most important suppliers 

of these goods. 

There would appear to be a sp e c i a l case f o r 

i n c l u d i n g c h i l u r e n ' s c i o t n i n g i n the next higher grade 

along w i t h women's c l o t h i n g since the two items are o f t e n 

sold i n the same shops and are both purcnased by the 

housewife. Children's shops are, haever, more f r e q u e n t l y 

found at t n i s l e v e l . 

The r e g i o n a l centres dominate the area f o r the supply 

of j e w e l l e r y and women's c l o t h i n g . Expense, choice and 

fashion combine to make tnese goodB preeminently r e g i o n a l 

c e n t r e goods. The r e g i o n a l centres o f f e r a wide 

s e l e c t i o n of s p e c i a l i s t shops and la*ge department stores 

c a t e r i n g f o r these items. The large department s t o r e , 



a t y p i c a i 1'eature 01 r e t a i l i n g i n the r e g i o n a l centre, 

i s e s p e c i a l l y important f o r the supply of women's c l o t h i n g 

(women's, g i r i s 1 and i n f a n t s ' wear accounted f o r 38$ of 

turnover i n department stores i n 196I - see Census of 

D i s t r i b u t i o n p a r t 1 4 . ) . 

Population thresholds 

I n accordance w i t h c e n t r a l place theory each l e v e l 

o i the hierarchy o i f e r s c e r t a i n goods and services not" 

a v a i l a b l e at lower order centres; f o r the support of these 

s p e c i a l i s t functions a c e r t a i n threshold population i s 

required ( c o n d i t i o n of e n t r y ) . Berry and Garrison hav§ 

shown t h a t a hierarchy 01 centres ( w i t h d i s c r e t e l e v e l s of 

population) emerges even though thresholds of business 

establishments are arranged i n a continuum (Berry and 

Garrison*. 1958). Berry accounts f o r t h i s by a l l o w i n g 

f i r m s to earn 'excess p r o f i t s ' . . The i m p l i c a t i o n i s t h a t 

though the minimum threshold population required f o r the 

support of a c e r t a i n f u n c t i o n may be 'n' people, the a c t u a l 

number served ( o r required) i n the higher l e v e l s of the 

hierarchy may be in. excess of the postulated minimum. 

I t i s observed t h a t f o r most c e n t r a l place f u n c t i o n s 

the size and turnover of f i r m s increase w i t h i n c r e a s i n g 

grade i n the hierarchy. A c o r o l l a r y of t h i s i s t h a t t o be 



economically v i a b l e f i r m s located i n the higher l e v e l s 

oi' the hierarchy need a higher threshold 01 population. 

The present survey does not i n v e s t i g a t e the thresnolds 

of s p e c i f i c f u nctions but an i l l u s t r a t i o n or t h i s 

phenomenon i s possible i n the case o i chemist shops. 

Taole G.6 compares the average population served by a 

chemist shop at each of f i v e l e v e l s of the h i e r a r c h y . 

Table C.6 

Populations served by chemist snops 

T o t a l households No", of Average 
served shops per shop 

Major shopping centre 27,980 14 1>950 

Small shopping centre 10,450 8 l>500 

Suburban centre 15,650 11 i»250 

Small suburban centre 25,400 1"9' 1»250 

neighbourhood centre 5»660 9 65O 

Though at the lowest l e v e l of the hierarchy a chemist 

shop appears to be s u c c e s s f u l l y supported by about 600 

households, i n the middle l e v e l s of the hierarchy the 

population served seems t o be 12-1300 households while 

i n the major snopping centres the population supporting 

each shop i s about 2,000 households. These population 

l e v e l s are those a c t u a l l y served (.i.e. the e f f e c t i v e 

population^ see page 255 ) and may, t h e r e f o r e , include an 
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element oi' 'excess p r o f i t ' but tne i m p l i c a t i o n i s t h a t 

these 'excess p r o f i t s ' a r i s e "because higher thresholds 

of population are required at higher l e v e l s of the 

hierar c h y e.g. the entry of Boots or T.White's only 

at the shopping gooas l e v e l of the hierarchy. 

L i m i t a t i o n s of the present sBiiVey prevent f u r t h e r 

analyses of t h i s s o r t but other f u n c t i o n s would almost 

c e r t a i n l y show s i m i l a r gradations of population thresholds. 

For instance, i t appears t h a t the population threshold 

f o r a butcher's shop ( i n c l u d i n g a butchery section i n a 

co-operative store) at the lowest l e v e l of the hierarchy 

i s about 200 households while at the intermediate l e v e l s 

('B' and '0'* centres) i t i s 5-700 households and at the 

shopping goods l e v e l about 9Q0 households. 

Centres of s i m i l a r grade p r o v i d i n g roughly the same 

goods and services can be expected to serve s i m i l a r sizes 

of p o p u l a t i o n , i n s p i t e of any d i f f e r e n c e s which may be 

found i n the settlement p a t t e r n or density of population 

i n t h e i r respective areas. The trade areas served by such 

centres may, however, show great d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s since 

the trade area and range of a centre i s e s s e n t i a l l y a 

f u n c t i o n of density of population. For instance, an 'A* 

centre w i t h i n a large urban area may serve the same number 

of people as a comparable centre i n a less urbanized area 
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( s i m i l a r thresholds of population) but i t s trade area w i l l 

be smaller; furthermore, the p r o p o r t i o n of custom from 

the surrounding population which i t i s able to s a t i s f y 

i n competition w i t h the r e g i o n a l centre w i n d i f f e r from 

t h a t of the other c e n i r e i n a isss urbanized area. 

Two concepts are here involved i n the d e s c r i p t i o n 

of a cenore's dependent population: 

(a) the e f f e c t i v e population i . e . the population a c t u a l l y 

served, by a centre f o r i t s s p e c i a l i s t goods and services 

( t h r e s h o l d p o p u l a t i o n ) . This poxjulation l e v e l w i l l be 

common t o a l l c e n t r e s of s i m i l a r grade. 

(b) the umland population i . e . the t o t a l population w i t h i n 

the area wnich i s dominated by a centre f o r i t s 

s p e c i a l i s t goods ana services ( t r a d e area p o p u l a t i o n ) . 

The umland population i s a f a c t o r of locax topography 

and population density and may vary appreciably 

between centres of s i m i l a r grade. 

Neighbourhood centres 

The main f u n c t i o n of centres i n the lowest l e v e l 

of the hierarchy i s the supply of convenience goods. Their 

s p e c i a l i s t f u n ctions are the supply of groceries and meats; 

the former being the lowest observade centra^ place 

f u n c t i o n i n tne form of the ' i s o l a t e d ' or 'corner' shop. 



The 'corner 1 shops serve a population o i about 100 

households or less w i t h a small range of groceries. The 

l a r g e r neighbourhood centres have a stronrg co-operative 

re p r e s e n t a t i o n and serve several hundred households f o r 

groceries and meats. The population served by neighbour­

hood centres ranges from 100 to 900 households. I t 

seems c l e a r t h a t even f o r t h e i r most s p e c i a l i s t f u n ctions 

the l a r g e s t neighbourhood centres serve populations below 

1,000 households which could be regarded as the maximum 

f o r t h i s l e v e l and the minimum f o r the next higher l e v e l 

of the hierarchy. 

The neighbourhood centres draw t h e i r customers from 

a trade area population (umland) t h a t i s generally under 

1,000 households. 

Small suburban centres 

The s p e c i a l i s t f u n c t i o n at t h i s l e v e l 

i s undoubtedly the supply oi" chemist goods; chemist shops 

are found i n a i l the centres and the i a r g e s t populations 

are served by centres f o r chemist goods. 

The populations served by the centres f o r chemist 

goods i s between 1,000 and 2,000 households; three centres 

f a l l below t h a t range and two exceed i t . Of tnose t n a t 

f a i l bej.ow no centre i s supported by less than 900households 

while of those t h a t exceed the range, tne highest i s 2,200. 
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There are exceptional f a c t o r s which account l o r the 

v a r i a t i o n from the norm at t n i s l e v e l . 

The small suburban centres g e n e r a l l y serve umland 

populations ol' 15-2500 households. 

Suburban centres 

There are lew s p e c i a l i s t f u n c t i o n s added at t h i s 

l e v e i of the hierarchy; the few added functions are not 

a v a i l a b l e i n s u f f i c i e n t l y large numbers to dominate the 

h i n t e r l a n d e.g. shoe shops. The l a r g e s t populations 

served by these centres are, t h e r e f o r e , f o r the same goods 

as the next lower l e v e i centres. They are dihstinguished 

however, from the lower l e v e l centres by the greater number 

(e.g. more chemist shops) and s p e c i a l nature o i t h e i r 

r e t a i l o u t l e t s (e.g. a greater incidence 01 supermarkets). 

The stronger suburban centres serve populations 01 

between 2,500 and 5,500 housenolas f o r convenience gooas 

(als o chemist gooas;. One 01 the f i v e centres at t h i s 

i e v e i i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y weak centre f o r convenience gooas; 

t h i s i s because i t i s located i n a smaller settlement than 

the other centres. 

The suburban centres draw t h e i r customers from a trade 

area population of 3-6,000 householas; only one centre f a i l s 

below t n i s range. 



Small shopping centres 

AS has already been noted, these centres are i n 

f a c t i n a sub-ciass, being weak 'A* or shopping goods 

centres. They vary s i g n i f i c a n t l y from the next lower 

l e v e l centres i n t h a t t h e i r l a r g e s t populations are those 

served w i t h c e r t a i n shopping goods e.g. T.V. sets. 

For t h e i r s p e c i a l i s t shopping goods the small 

Shopping centres are supported by 4-6000 households. 

Since there are only two such centres im the area the 

range i n d i c a t e d may not be very accurate. Table C.18 

i n d i c a t e s , however, t h a t 4>000 households i s probably the 

minimum required f o r the support of the range 01 f u n c t i o n s 

supplied at these centres. 

The small shopping c e n t r e s draw t h e i r custumers from 

a trade area population o f 6-12,000 households. 

Major suopping centres 

These centres are most cJeariy d i f f e r e n t i a t e d from 

a l l lower order centres by t h e i r wide range ox s p e c i a l i s t 

shops supplying shopping goods. The l a r g e s t populations 

are served w i t h lower order shopping goods e.g. k i t c h e n 

appliances, T.V. sets, cycles/prams and hardware. For 

tnese goods, the centres .• , ge n e r a l l y servfc . . at l e a s t 

10,000 households. 



I n c l u d i n g the m i l range or goods f o r whicn the 

major shopping centres dominate t h e i r h i n t e r l a n d the 

threshold population t o r a centre at t n i s l e v e l would 

appear to be 8-10,000 households. 

At t n i s distance iroiu the r e g i o n a l centres i n order 

to a t t r a c t the necessary threshold population, major snopping 

centres r e q u i r e an umland population or a t l e a s t 15,000 

households. A range 01 12-20,000 households would appear 

to be adequate l o r tne support of major shopping centres -. 

Regional centres 

For t n e i r specialist" f u n c t i o n s the r e g i o n a l centres 

serve the whole region i . e . there are c e r t a i n goods vmich 

are a v a i l a D l e only i n the r e g i o n a l centres. Any attempt 

to define tne tnresnold population of a r e g i o n a l centre 

would be beyond the scope of t h i s study. The populations 

served by the r e g i o n a l centres can only be a p p r o p r i a t e l y 

expressed i n t h i s study as a percenoage of the area's t o t a l 

population and i L, i s obvious t h a t f o r t h e i r s p e c i a l i s t 

f u n c t i o n s they w i l l capture v i r t u a l l y iOO/6 of such custom. 



Chapter 5 

consumer O r i e n t a t i o n at each l e v e l of the 
hierarchy 

'The expected net b e n e f i t a consumer derives from 

v i s i t i n g a centre i s a f u n c t i o n 01 the p r o b a o i l i t y he 

assigns to s a t i s f y i n g h i s demands on the t r i p , less 

t r a n s p o r t coats, costs involved, i n snopping w i t n i n the 

centre, and the opp o r t u n i t y costs foregone i n not making 

the t r i p t u some competing a l t e r n a t i v e c e n t r e 1 (i3erry 

1963 p.112J. 

The percentage of consumers a t t r a c t e d to a p a r t i c u l a r 

centre from any area i s trius dependent on: 

(a) the f u n c t i o n s provided at trie centre 

(b) the (economic)[ distance t o the centre 

(c) the (economic) distance to cump&ting a l t e r n a t i v e centres*. 

A l l centres serve the l a r g e s t population and the 

widest area w i t h t h e i r most s p e c i a l i s e d f u n c t i o n s ; a l l 

other f u n c t i o n s a t t r a c t fewer consumers and have a smaller 

trade area e i t h e r because triey are adequately a v a i l a b l e at 

lower order centres or because they are more l i k e l y t o be 

bought at higher order centres whicn o f f e r a greater s e l e c t i o n . 

As has already been pointed out, even at tne lowest l e v e l 

of the hier a r c n y c e r t a i n centres are able to provide a 

f u l l range of goods (see page 241 ) . 



The r e g i o n a l centre 

Regional centre services are provided both at 

Newcastle, the r e g i o n a l centre ana Sunderland, the sub-

re g i o n a l centre. For the computation oi' the average 

i m i u e n c e o i the r e g i o n a l centre, purchases made at 

both centres are combined ana distance i s taken t o be 

t h a t t o the nearer 01 the two centres by road. 

I n accordance w i t h c e n t r a l place theory we should 

expect the r e g i o n a l centre t o provide two types 01 goods 

(1) r e g i o n a l centre goods i . e . those goous wnich r e q u i r e 

a very high threshold population and are thus not 

found beiow the r e g i o n a l centre l e v e l of the 

hier a r c n y , and 

( i i ) a l l lower cader goods. 

w i t n i n eacn type o i good (as used i n the questionnaire) 

there i s a range i n q u a l i t y so t n a t a c e r t a i n minimum of 

purchases must be made at the re g i o n a l centre i . e . r e g i o n a l 

centre goods. For instance, even though a j e w e l l e r y shop 

may e x i s t i n a lower l e v e l of the hierarchy, i t may be 

necessary to t r a v e l to the re g i o n a l centre l o r a pa r t i i t r u l a r 

piece of j e w e l l e r y . This minimum i s not a purely 

t h e o r e t i c a l f i g u r e but i t cannot be c a l c u l a t e d without 

elaborate studies 01 proauct d i s t r i b u t i o n , ; i t i s however, 

e s s e n t i a l to the concept of a r e g i o n a l centre supplying 
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the highest order goods over a considerable distance. 

The a c t u a l minimum percentage t h a t must he purchased i n 

the r e g i o n a l centre v a r i e s , o i course, w i t h the type o i 

good; i t w i i i , i o r instance, be less f o r T.T. sets than 

f o r j e w e l l e r y . The second r u l e of the r e g i o n a l centre 

i s the p r o v i s i o n of lower order goods. The r e g i o n a l 

centre i s i t s e l f the i i * r g e s t s u p p l i e r of lower order 

goods and has a l a r g e r trade area l o r tuese goous than 

lower order centres. The range of a good i n t h i s category 
mostly 

i s determined/by competition w i t h other centres. 

I t i s important to note t h a t the presence of a range 

of q u a l i t y w i t h i n each type oi good as used i n the qustionnaire 

i s a problem w i t h wnich e m p i r i c a l work i s faced. I n 

taicury i t i s possible t o i s o l a t e such ranges i n q u a l i t y 

and to term each q u a l i t y type a s p e c i f i c and separate good". 

Each order good gives r i s e to i t s own trade area -

the lower order trade areas ne s t i n g w i t h i n the higher 

order trade areas and a l i contained w i t h i n the trade area 

of the most s p e c i a l i z e d r e g i o n a l centre function.. A 

t w o i o l d d i v i s i o n of goods i n t o lower order and r e g i o n a l centre 

means tha t f o r eacn type of good included i n the questionnaire 

there are two curves representing- f a l l - o f f i n trade w i t h 

distance (see P i g . 0 . 8 ( a ) ) . The curve f o r the r e g i o n a l 

centre i s at a low l e v e l and shows a very gradual f a l l - o f f 



w i t h distance; the curve f o r the lower order good i s 

i n i t i a l l y at a high Jsrex and shows a r a p i d f a l l - o f f , 

A' combination of the two curves f o r one type of good 

leads to the curve shown' i n Fig.C. 8(b) ; beyond the 

lower order trade area there i s a piateau which i s i n 

e f f e c t the percentage of purchases of a p a r t i c u l a r type 

of good which must be made i n the r e g i o n a l centre, 

Fig.C.9 shows the curves f o r the whole of the survey 

area. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ±'he Ryton/B'laydon area i s r a t h e r 

exceptional and accounts f o r the pronounwed sh e i f up 

to e ight miles, i n Fig.C.10 the e f f e c t of t h i s has been 

removed by excluding the seven wards i n the two urban 

d i s t r i c t s which were 5-8 miies from Newcastle. (Appendix, 

pages 580 383 » * o r a d e s c r i p t i o n of consumer shopping 

ha b i t s i n t h i s area). The r e s u l t i n g curves are nearer 

the t h e o r e t i c a l form and these are described below. 

The curve f o r the average of a l l durable goods shows 

a steady ana f a i r l y steep f a i l - o f f up to 9 miles and then 

a very gradual f a i l . At f i v e to s i x miles the percentage 

of t o t a l durable gooas expenditure spent i n the r e g i o n a l 

centre i s j u s t over 60fo. At nine miies the r e g i o n a l 

centre a t t r a c t s about 40$ of durable gooas expenditure 

while at f i f t e e n miles the percentage drops to only JOfo, 



There i s , t h e r e f o r e , a clear break between 8 and 9 

miles from the r e g i o n a l centre; beyond t h i s there i s very 

l i t t l e change i n the percentage o i expenditure a t t r a c t e d 

to the r e g i o n a l centre. Between 8 and 9 miles oi the 

re g i o n a l centre, major snopping centres compete e f f e c t i v e l y 

w i t h tne r e g i o n a l centre and though unabie to dominate 

t h a t p a r t of t h e i r h i n t e r l a n d which i s nearer the r e g i o n a l 

centres they are dominant i n the areas which are f u r t h e r 

away; from t h i s area (beyond 9 miles) the r e g i o n a l centre 

i s able to draw only i t s r e g i o n a l centre custom. 

The forms of the curves f o r the d i f i e r e n t types of 

goods vary w i t h the p r o p o r t i o n o i the t o t a l purchases 

which i s of r e g i o n a l centre class. There are four types 

or curves: 

(a) j e w e l l e r y and women's c l o t h i n g - the two highest order 

goods. The curves are at a high l e v e l i n i t i a l l y 

(85-90?°) and show a sharp f a i i up to 9 miles and then 

a plateau oi between 50 and 60?'o (see also F i g . C , l i ) . 

(b) f u r n i t u r e and men's c l o t h i n g - less dominant r e g i o n a l 

centre goods. They show the same form of curve as 

the two r e g i o n a l centre goods except t h a t the i n i t a l 

l e v e l or a t t r a c t i o n i s lower (75-30^) and the plateau 

occurs between 40 and 50fi. 



( c ) hardware, k i t c h e n appliances and T..V. sets - these 

are lower order goods and so the percentage or custom 

a t t r a c t e d to the centre i s iow at a i l distances. The 

percentage a t t r a c t e d from as ne ar as f i v e miles i s 

only 4Q-45f°. The plateau l e v e l s t a r t s e a r l i e r at 8 

miles (6 miles f o r T.V. sets) and i s between 10 and 

2<yfr. (see aiso Fig.C.l"2). 

(d) Shoes, children's c l o t h i n g and cycles/prams are 

i n t e r e s t i n g i n t h a t they show a continuous f a i l - o f f . 

These seem to be intermediate types of goods f o r which 

the plateau l e v e i probably occurs beyond the survey 

distance i . e . beyond f i f t e e n miles. Shoes, f o r 

instance, are r a t h e r exceptional since they are 

purchased by a s i g n i f i c a n t number of households at a l l 

l e v e i s of the hierarchy but" l a s h i o n would make i t an 

a t t r a c t i v e r e g i o n a l centre purchase and i t , t n e r e f o r e , 

shows an enlarged lower order curve. 

No p a r t of the survey area i s more than 15 or i b 

miies from a r e g i o n a l centre and i t i s obvious t h a t the 

maximum range of the r e g i o n a l centre extends beyond t h i s . 

Nevertheless, i t i s f a r enough to confirm t h a t there i s a 

minimum p r o p o r t i o n of durable goods expenditure which i s made 

at the r e g i o n a l centre. I n t h i s area the minimum seems, 

to be not much lower than 30fo. Added t o t h i s minimum there 



i s the lower order trade a t t r a c t e d by the r e g i o n a l centre 

i n competition w i t h lower l e v e l c e n t r a l places. I t 

was seen t h a t tne lower order trade i s mainly drawn from 

the area w i t h i n 8 or 9 miles of the r e g i o n a l centre 

since beyond t h i s p o i n t major shopping centres are e f f e c t i v e 

i n c u t t i n g o f f the flow oi lower order trade to the r e g i o n a l 

centre (see aiso pages 276 to 2 7 9 ) . 

I n e stimating the l i k e i y p r o p o r t i o n 01 durable 

goods expenditure t h a t would be spent i n the r e g i o n a l 

centre two steps are necessary: 

( i ) An estimate 01 the minimum percentage t h a t would be 

spent i n the r e g i o n a l centre, to some extent disregarding-

distance; t h i s would vary mainly w i t h s o c i a l class and 

car ownership. For instance, council households i n the 

area seem to spend a minimum of between 25 and 30?fa i n the 

r e g i o n a l centres while Grade i households spend about 

I'he d i f f e r e n c e between car and non-car households may vary 

by as much as lOfo, (For d e t a i l e d analysis of differences-

i n shopping h a b i t s between households of d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l 

ciass, see pages 299 to J1O8). 

( i i ) An estimate 01 the p r o p o r t i o n of iower order goods t h a t 

i s i i k e j . y to be bought irr the r e g i o n a l centre - t h i s can 

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y be estimated by an a p p l i c a t i o n of a g r a v i t y 
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formula e.g. a modified form of R e i l l y ' s law of R e t a i l 

G r a v i t a t i o n as used by jjarkshmanan (see Larkshmanan and 

Hansen, 19^5> P« 1 3 5 ) . The v a r i a b l e s used i n such a 

formula wouxd, 01 course, depend on a v a i l a b l e data e.g. 

r e t a i l s e l l i n g 1 space or turnover. 

Fig.C.-13 snows the percentage of durable goods 

expenditure of eacn ward or p a r i s h t h a t i s a t t r a c t e d 

t o the r e g i o n a l centre. Only 15 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s : 

( t o t a l 72) spent less than 30/° in* the r e g i o n a l centre. 

These are a l l 8 miles or more from the nearer r e g i o n a l 

centre ana. i n aj.1 but onie 01 tnese u n i t s the p r o p o r t i o n 

of grade 3 ana c o u n c i l households exceeded the survey area 

average (68^ of a i l households).. The one exception 

was Consett North Ward which includes the town's shopping 

centre ana also had haxf 01' i os households i n the two 

lowest grades o l houses. 

Major shopping centres 

There are three classes 01 gooas whicn may be 

purchased at major shopping centres. These are: 

( i ) lower order gooas 

^ i i ) *A' centre goods 

( i i i ) r e g i o n a l centre goods ( a v a i l a b l e i n a smaller range 
and at n o n - s p e c i a l i s t shops). 



(and actual) 

Fig.C.14 snows the theoretical/consumer o r i e n t a t i o n 

to ia, major shopping centre far the three cxtisses of goods. 

The range of the s p e c i a l i s t goods ('A' centre) i s 

the t n e o r e t i c a l l i m i t of a l l lower and higher order goods. 

Towards the maximum range o f the s p e c i a l i s t goods s p e c i f i c 

t r i p s l o r the purchase of lower ader or r e g i o n a l centre 

goods are very unlikely:; the c o s t - b e n e f i t to he derived 

from the purchase of e i t h e r of these goods would r e s u l t 

only i i ' they are purchased along w i t h 'A' centre goods. 

Consumer o r i e n t a t i o n t o major shopping centres f o r 

the three classes 01 gooas i s such t h a t : 

(a) lower order gooas a t t r a c t the highest percentage o i 

households w i t h i n the snort distances, say two miles, 

since competition w i l l he at a minimum. Included in. 

t h i s class are groceries, meats and chemist goods. 

(b) 'A' centre goods a t t r a c t a lower percentage of households 

irom the immediate area than do iower order goods but 

at distances 01 two miles or more they a t t r a c t a higher 

percentage than any other class o i goods. Included 

i n t h i s class are ki t c h e n appliances and cycles/prams. 

( c ) r e g i o n a l centre goods gen e r a l l y a t t r a c t the lowest 

percentage of households irom throughout the trade area 

but have much the same range as the s p e c i a l i s t goods. 

Included i n t n i s class are j e w e l l e r y and women's c i o thing-..-



Distance 

2 £ 9 
Table 0 . . 7(a) 

Ma.ior Shopping centres 

fo of Food expenditure a t t r a c t e d 
Stanley 1 Consett Chester Average 

l e S treet 
0-1 mile 85.4 79.3 94.4 86 .1 

1-2 miles 31.0 55.4 64 .3 55.5 

2-5 miles 25.9 47.9 52.6 52.3 

5-4 miles 6.5 10 .0 8.4 8.2 

4-5 miles 5.3 6.1 2 .5 5.4 

5-6 miles 0.5 1.7 0 .1 0 .8 

Taole C.7(b) 
Ma.ior Shopping Centres; 

Distance 
fo of durable goons expenditure 

Stanley Consett Chester Average 
l e S treet 

0-1 mile 55.8 6 I . 5 62.8 60.0 

1-2 miles 44.9 55 .7 47.8 49.5 

2-5 miles 25.7 42.2 28.8 29.2 

5-4 miles 15.6. 7.4 14 .7 15.1 

4-5 milew 7.6 9.0 5 . 5 5.0 

5-6 miles 0.6 5.0 1.0 1.7 
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Table C.7 i n d i c a t e s t h a t major shopping centres 

have an i n t e n s i v e trade area t h a t i s roughly w i t h i n three 

miles. w i t h i n t h i s zone convenience goods are more 

f r e q u e n t l y bought by households than durable goods, 

though i t i s w e l l t o remember t h a i duraole goods include 

a wide range of goous and some OJ. tnese a t t r a c t a higher 

percentage 01 consumers tnan convenience goods e.g. 

chemist goods. Compare Figs. C.18 and C.19. 

Beyond tne 3 miles zone the percentage 01 consumers 

a t t r a c t e d f o r convenience goods i s lower than t h a t f o r 

duralle goods. Beyond four miles both convenience and 

durable goous a t t r a c t a smaii percentage of consumers but 

durable goods continue to a t t r a c t a higher percentage of 

custom and have a s i g n i f i c a n t but smaxl in f l u e n c e at a 

distance 01 s i x miles. 

Percentages of consumers a t t r a c t e d are shown i n tne 

Appendix Table C . ) l f o r tne average of a i l major shopping 

centres and f o r Chester l e S t reet which because of the 

d i s t r i D u o i o n o^population and 01 competing centres i n the 

surrounding area i s considered to be a more balanced 

centre than e i t h e r Consett or Stanley (see page 314 ) . 

Weekly groceries adequately represent the convenience 

goods group. The major shopping centres serve between 

85\and 9i?/*> of the households w i t h i n a mile ra d i u s ; f o r tnese 

gooas the percentage decreases r a p i d l y and at 3 miles i t i a 



about 35;?'.. There i s l i t t l e or no a t t r a c t i o n of 

nousenoids wnich are more than f i v e miles from the centres. 

Chemist gooas snow v i r t u a l l y the same curve as other 

convenience goods. There i s , however, a higher 

a t t r a c t i o n of those households w i t h i n three miles of the 

centres f o r chemist goods; f o r instance 98?o of the 

households w i t h i n a mile 01 Chester l e S t r e e t . 

The percentage of consumers a t t r a c t e d to the centres 

f o r durable goods i s i n i t i a l l y lower than t h a t f o r 

convenience goods but there i s a smaller f a x i - o f f r a t e 

and a greater range. Pig.C.15 shows tha t there i s a 

d i r e c t f a l l o f f w i t h distance up t o about f i v e miles 

and suggests t h a t the strong i n f l u e n c e of a major 

shopping centre stops at a distance of 5 to 6 miles 

( f o r convenience gooas i t i s 4 to 5 m i l e s ) . 

The centres a t t r a c t ahout 6C7& of the durable gooas 

expenditure of households w i t n i n a m i l e , at three miles 

the percentage i s j u s t under jOfo. The f a x l - o f f r a t e 

increases pr o g r e s s i v e l y w i t h distance from the ceriore so 

th a t the percentage of durable goods expenditure a t t r a c t e d 

by the centres i s more than halved at eacn successive 

mile zone beyond the 3 mile b e l t . 

Of the snopping goocis, k i t c h e n appliances, T.T. sets, 

cycles/prams and hardware are non-regional centre goods. 
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Throughout the trade area of the centres these four 

gooas a t t r a c t a higher than average (duraule goods) 

percentage of consumers. Within a mile of the shopping 

centre between 75 and 85^ oi consumers are served with 

these goods and at three miles between 30 and 40̂ b. 

Kitchen appliances are the s p e c i a l i s t goods provided at 

t h i s l e v e l and they a t t r a c t a higher percentage of 

consumers at a l l d i s t a n c e s than any other snopping good. 

Hardware on the other hand i s a v a i l a b l e at the lowest 

l e v e l of the h i e r a r c h y and though i t has a high i n i t i a l 

a t t r a c t i o n (equal to k i t c h e n a p p l i a n c e s ; there i s a r a p i a 

faj.1 o i l ' i n the percentage of consumers a t t r a c t e a to 

the centre f o r tnese gooas; beyond tnree miles i t a t t r a c t s 

no more than the average f o r a i l duraole gooas. See Fig.C.23. 

F u r n i t u r e , shoes and men's c l o t h i n g are the 'average' 

purchases made at major shopping c e n t r e s . The 

percentage oi consumers a t t r a c t e d f o r these items o s c i l l a t e s 

about the average for a_Li durable gooas. 

J e w e l l e r y and women's c l o t h i n g are the two r e g i o n a l 

centre goods and are consequently the l e a s t purchased 

at the major shopping c e n t r e s . The percentage of 

consumers a t t r a c t e d to the c e n t r e s i s very low - even from 

those witnifj -a mile. j/pmen's cxothing f o r i n s t a n c e , i s 

purchased by about J5t/o of consumers w i t h i n a mile r a d i u s . 

See Fig.C.22. 



Children's c l o t h i n g i s again an intermediate 

item. I t a t t r a c t s a below average percentage of 

consumers but i s not q u i t e low enough to be grouped 

w i t h women's c l o t h i n g and j e w e l l e r y . 

The above d e s c r i p t i o n of consumer o r i e n t a t i o n t o 

the major shopping centres ignores the part played by 

competing centres. I n a densely populated area 

competition i s o f t e n the most important f a c t o r wnich 

determines 'economic' distance. Figs.H . l 5 and C.lfa 

show the percentage of tood and durable goods expenditure 

a t t r a c t e d t o the major shopping centres as w e l l as t o 

each of the three competing classes oi centres: 

(a) other shopping goods centres ('A') and 

(b) a l l convenience goods centres ('B1 and lower) 

(c) the re g i o n a l centres. 

Shopping goods centres i n the region are g e n e r a l l y 

about s i x miles apart, except i n West Durham where r e l i e f 

ana the d i s t r i b u t i o n oi population r e s t r i c t the growth 

of such centres. Distances from the major shopping 

centres i s shown i n Figs.C.15 and G.16 are, t h e r e f o r e , 

not necessarily i n the d i r e c t i o n or a shopping goods 

centre i . e . 5 miles from a p a r t i c u l a r centre may not 

necessarily mean 3 miles nearer a competing shopping goods 

centre. For instance, Chester l e Street i s surrounded 

by at l e a s t f i v e shopping goods centres, each approximately 
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6 miles away, and i s the nearest approximation to l u l l 

competition at t h i s l e v e l ; even so distance away from 

t h i s centre i s not ax ways towards a competing a i oerna,tive 

centre e.g. Witton G i l b e r t , 5 miles away, i s i t s e l f 4 

miies from Durham the nearest shopping goods centre. 

Somewhere between 3 and 4 miles from the centres 

competing shopping gooas centres are able to capture a 

l a r g e r percentage of custom than the major snopping 

centres. T h i s i s t h e o r e t i c a l l y what we should expect 

i n a region where shopping gooas centres are approximately 

s i x miies apart. (See Table C . 52 i n the Appendix). The 

most important t h i n g t o be noted i s the extent of the 

i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n of the trade areas o i the competing 

a l t e r n a t i v e centres. The overlapping of trade areas 

i s discussed i n pages293 to2 9 5 • 
centres 

T h e o r e t i c a l l y convenience goods/are s i t u a t e d i n the 

i n t e r s t i c e s of the shopping goods centres and the s t r e n g t h 

of tnese centres i s d i r e c t l y depenaent on t h e i r distance 

from shopping goods centres. Competition w i t h shopping 

gooas centres i s i n the i'orm oi the r e t e n t i o n o i a 

percentage oi the lower order goods expenditure oi the i o c a l 

population. Maximum competition from lower order centres, 

can t h e r e f o r e , be expected f o r lower order goods and at 

intermediate distances, 3 or 4 miles. Thus convenience 



goods and chemist goods snow the greatest loss to 

.lower order centres. Of the shopping goods, hardware, 

T.T. sets and snoes are those most o f t e n purchased at 

these centres i n competition w i t h the major snopping 

centres. The l e a s t competition i s i n j e w e l l e r y and 

f u r n i t u r e . (See Table C.32 i n the Appendix). 

Convenience goods centres a t t r a c t the highest 

custom from consumers who are three or four miles from 

major shopping centres. At f o u r miles from major 

shopping catres as much as 70^° of convenience goods 

expenditure i s r e t a i n e d "by convenience goods centres. 

Of the shopping goods, hardware i s most o f t e n purchased 

at tnese centres hut the maximum percentage 01 expenditure 

r e t a i n e d seems to be aoout 40/o. 

'Regional centre competition i s i n two forms. F i r s t l y , 

there i s the minimum OJ. r e g i o n a l centre goods which can 

only be bought a t the r e g i o n a l centre l e v e l , and secondly, 

the r e g i o n a l centre, as the l a r g e s t s u p p l i e r of lower order 

goods competes d i r e c t i y w i t h the major snopping centres 

f o r such custom. The r e g i o n a l centres a t t r a c t an 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t percentage 01 convenience goods expenditure 

and thisB can be ignored. The same can be said f o r chemist 
1 

goods but these are included i n the computation 01 the 

t o t a l durable goods expenditure.. 



The curves representing the percentage oi durable 

goous expenditure spent i n the r e g i o n a l centres show a 

r i s e w i t h i n c r e a s i n g distance rrom the major shopping 

centres. This i s not because there i s a r i s e i n a l l 

d i r e c t i o n s but because the increased, a t t r a c t i o n to the 

r e g i o n a l centre i n the nearer section of the centre's 

h i n t e r l a n d i s not balanced by any f a i l i n the f a r t h e r 

s ection. Note t h a t beyond 9 miles from the r e g i o n a l centre, 

the approximate l o c a t i o n of major shopping centres, there 

was l i f c t i e appreciable f a i l o f f i n the o v e r a l l a t t r a c t i o n 

of durable goods expenditure to tne r e g i o n a l centre. 

To i l l u s t r a t e the e f f e c t oi r e g i o n a l centre 

competition, the h i n t e r i a n d area of Chester l e Street was 

d i v i d e d i n t o two sections. One section was 'towards 

Newcastle ana Sunderland' and included a l l areas wnich 

were less than 9 miles from e i t h e r r e g i o n a l centre and 

the otner was 'away from Newcastle and Sunderland' and 

included the r e s t oi the h i n t e r l a n d i . e . a l l areas which 

were 9 miles or more from e i t h e r r e g i o n a l centre. Chester 

l e Street' i s i t s e i f 0-9 miles from Newcastle, the nearer 

re g i o n a l centre. 

I t i s important to note t n a t distance from Chester 

l e Street (Pig.C .1'6) i n e i t h e r section, does not necessarily 

mean as many miies nearer or f u r t h e r from the r e g i o n a l 

centres e.g. B i r t i e y i s three miles from Chester l e Street 



and i s nearer to the r e g i o n a l centre than Washington 

which i s f i v e miles from Chester l e Street (households 

i n the two settlements would be included among those 

at J and 5 miles away r e s p e c t i v e l y i n Fig.C.l6(b.)). 

This would account f o r the f a c t t h a t expenditure i n the 

reg i o n a l centre does not increase c o n s t a n t l y w i t h 

increasing distance away from Chester i e Street i n the 

'towards' s e c t i o n . 

Important d i f f e r e n c e s i n consumer o r i e n t a t i o n between 

households i n the two sections were: 

( 1 ) Chester i e Street exerted a stronger influence i n 

the 'away' se c t i o n . This was most evident f o r durable 

goods but even f o r convenience goods there were d i f f e r e n c e s 

whiiich nould be accounted f o r by the percentages a t t r a c t e d 

to the r e g i o n a l centres. 

(2) The percentages of consumers a t t r a c t e d t o the r e g i o n a l 

centres f o r durable goods v a r i e d i n s i g n i f i c a n t l y w i t h 

distance i n the 'away' section but increased r a p i d l y 

i n the 'towards* se c t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r the f i r s t f o u r 

miles wnen there was a d e f i n i t e shortening of distance 

from tne r e g i o n a l centres (note t h a t no p a r t of the survey 

area was nearer than 4-5 miles from e i t h e r of the r e g i o n a l 

centres and, t h e r e f o r e , distances of more than 4 miles 

from Chester l e Street i n Fig.C.-16(b„) could not be d i r e c t l y 

towards the r e g i o n a l centres e.g. Washington)• 



I n the 'towards 1' section the r e g i o n a l centre's 

share oi' durable goods expendi uuẑ e rose from a minimum, 

of 39% f o r those households w i t h i n a mile of Chester l e 

Street's shopping centre to 63% f o r those about four 

miles from the shopping centre. I n the 'away' sec t i o n 

the a t t r a c t i o n 01 durable goous expenditure to the r e g i o n a l 

centres was unrelated t o distance ana v a r i e d from a 

minimum of 27^ to a maximum of 357°. 

Consumer o r i e n t a t i o n i n the Chester l e Street h i n t e r ­

land t h a t i s 'away froia Newcastle and Sunderland' i s 

most i n t e r e s t i n g i n t h a t i t represents an area which i s 

near enough to be s t r o n g l y inij.uenced by the r e g i o n a l 

centre but s u f f i c i e n t l y f a r away to escape i t s dominant 

i n f l u e n c e ; i n other words the average influ e n c e which 

t h i s study i n v e s t i g a t e s . 

I n the 'away' section of Chester l e Street's h i n t e r ­

land the r e g i o n a l centre i s used i n i t s capacity as a 

r e g i o n a l centre r a t h e r than as a large centre f o r 

lower order goods. This i s seen i n the constant l e v e l of 

a t t r a c t i o n t o the r e g i o n a l centre at a i l distances. I t 

i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t at four miles where convenience 

goous centres are at t h e i r strongest and shopping gooas 

centres at t h e i r Weakest, Chester l e Street and the three 

classes of competing centres each a t t r a c t about 25fo of the 

durable goods expenditure.-



Consumer o r i e n c a t i o n i n the 'away' sec t i o n or Chester 

le Street's h i n t e r l a n d i s ciose to the t h e o r e t i c a l i'orm o f 

a h i g h l y urbanized area without the complicating f a c t o r 

of very close p r o x i m i t y t o a r e g i o n a l centre. 

Small snopping centres 

Table 0 .8 shows t h a t small snopping centres are weak 

at a l l distances f o r durable goods and beyond one mile f o r 

convenience goods ( f o o d ) . .Beyond three miles they draw 

v i r t u a l l y no custom; consumers a t t r a c t e d t o the centres 

from t h i s distance are of a casual or accidental nature. 

Table C.8 
Small shopping centres 

% of" Food expenditure fo of durable goods expen. 
Few Wash- Honcghton* Average New Wash- Houghton Average 
ingtom i e Spring ington. l e Spring 

0-1 mile 84.6 72.2 78.7 35.8 31.8 33.9 

1-2 34.7 16.3 21.2 24.6 14.6 17..4 

2.-3 " 1.4 5.2 0*3 1.6 6.4 4 .7 

The average percentage of consumers a t t r a c t e d f o r food 

i s about Q0u/o of those w i t h i n a mile of the shopping centres. 

Between one and two miles the percentage f a l l s sharply t o 

about 20% and at three miles i t i s iess than y/o. The 

low percentage of custom drawn from households at more than 

a mile from these centres i s i n d i c a t i v e of the basic 

weakness of these centres. See also Fig.C.lO. 
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The average percentage of durable gooas expenditure 

a t t r a c t e d to these centres i s about 30-357<> of households 

w i t n i n a mile, 15-20'/o of those between one and two miles 

ana about y/a of those between two ana three miles. 

Compared' to major shopping centres there i s no generally-

dominated area ( o c c a s i o n a l l y , they may have an area which 

they dominate f o r c e r t a i n goods); the average consumer 

a t t r a c t i o n f o r durable gooas at t h i s l e v e l i s very s i m i l a r 

t o t h a t of the major shopping centres beyond a two-mile 

radi u s . See Fig.C.19. 

Chemist goods are again d i f f e r e n t from other durable 

good's. This i s mostly because Ox the high percentage 

of households a t t r a c t e d from the immediate area, aimoa 

95/r' of" those w i t h i n a mile. Beyond t h i s the percentage 

of households a t t r a c t e d i s about the average f o r durable 

goods. 

The four non-regional centre shopping good's, T.V. 

sets, k i t c h e n appliances, cycles/prams, and hardware, 

a t t r a c t a higher than average percentage of households at 

a l l distances. Within a mile the centres serve between 

50 and 70% of a l l households; between 1 and 2 miles they 

serve 36 to 40; > and about 10% of those between 2 and 3 

miies (See also Fig.C . -23) . 

F u r n i t u r e , men's and ch i l d r e n ' s c l o t h i n g and shoes 

are items wnich would normally be purchased by a s i g n i f i c a n t 
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number or households s,t t h i s l e v e l of the hierarchy 
(see major shopping centres) but because of the dominance 
oi the r e g i o n a l centres the small shopping centres a t t r a c t 
a lower than average percentage of households. Even 
w i t h i n a mile of the centres, only 15 to 25"/'o pf households 
are served f o r these items and between 2 and 3 miles Jess 
than 5% of households are a t t r a c t e d to the centres. 

Jewellery and women's c l o t h i n g are r e g i o n a l centre 

goods. Because of the dominance of the r e g i o n a l centres 

there are no s p e c i a l i s t j e w e l l e r y shops i n the centres. 

The percentage of consumers served by these centres i s , 

t h e r e f o r e , very low, less than 10°/o of households w i t n i n 

a mile r a d i u s . At three miles, the a t t r a c t i o n i s 

n e g l i g i b l e . (See also Pig.C.22). 

The small shopping centres s u f f e r severe competition 

from the r e g i o n a l centres. Table C.-33 i n the Appendix 

shows t h a t the r e g i o n a l centres capture about 6C70 of the 

duraole goods expenditure, 01 households w i t n i n a mile 

of the shopping centres ( c f . 55^ f o r the major shopping 

ce n t r e s ) . ihe weakness of the small snopping centres, 

caused by competition from tae r e g i o n a l centres, makes them 

even more vulnerable t o competition from centres at a i l 

l e v e l s of the hierar c h y . 

The percentage of custom a t t r a c t e d t o the r e g i o n a l 

centres varied w i t h the type 01 good. A t t r a c t i o n to the 
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r e g i o n a l centres was expectedly low f o r food, l e s s than 

5y<> of households. Per durable goods the a t t r a c t i o n to 

the r e g i o n a l centres was g e n e r a l l y high hut v a r i e d with the 

type ol good, l o r i n s t a n c e , w i t h i n a mile of the centres 

90'/» of housenolds were a t t r a c t e d f o r j e w e l l e r y hut only 

20% for T.V. s e t s ( f o r the major shopping centres the 

a t t r a c t i o n to the r e g i o n a l centres was approximately 

60l/b and iO/? r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . 

Suburban centres 

Suburban centres are e s s e n t i a l l y convenience goods 

c e n t r e s . 'i'hey d i f f e r s t r o n g l y from a l l higher order centres 

(incj.ud.ing small shopping gooas c e n t r e s ) i n that convenience 

gooas a t t r a c t a l a r g e r number of consumers than any of the 

shopping goods; t h e i r maximum support i s f o r chemist goods. 

For convenience goods the suburban centres serve 

between 70 and of the households w i t n i n a mile. 

Between 1 and 2 miles the centres a t t r a c t 15 to 20^0 of 

households. There i s no s i g n i f i c a n t a t t r a c t i o n beyond 

t h i s . Bote that the a t t r a c t i v e powe'r of centres at 

t h i s l e v e l i s equal to that oi. small snopping centres f o r 

convenience goods, e x c e p t tnat the l a t t e r have a more 

extensive trade area i . e . some inixuence beyond two m i l e s . 

Chemist goods have a s M l a r trade area as convenience goods. 

The percentage of consumers served i s , however, s l i g h t l y 

higher e.g. 90/b oi households w i t n i n a m i l e . 

http://incj.ud.ing


Table 0.9 snows the o u t l e t s for the duraDie 

goods expenditure or the f i v e areas* containing suburban 

c e n t r e s . I t i n d i c a t e s that the percentage of custom 

capoured by the suburban c e n t r e s from households w i t n i n 

a miie (approximated- by ward or p a r i s h boundaries J i s 

between 25 and 35?^ - not f a r below that oi the small 

shopping c e n t r e s . (Note that f o r B i r t l e y the f i g u r e 

i s 19fs but one-third of the p a r i s h ' s population i s i n 

a settlement, B a r i e y Mow, whicti i s separate from the main 

settlement and i s j u s t under two miles from the shopping 

centre; the consumer axt'raction from t h i s area i s i E r k e d l y 

lower than from the r e s t of the p a r i s h j . 

Table C.9 
Durable goods expenditure 

l o c a l r e g i o n a l shopping other 
suburban centres goods convenience 
centre c e n t r e s gooas ce n t r e s 

io $ fo a/o % 

Hetton l e Hole ( I 0 0 . 0 J 33.7 46.9 18,1 a.3 
ward 
Crawerook (lOO.O) 30.2 64.3 0.5 5.0 
ward 
Ann f i e l d Plain(lOO.O) 26.3 28.2 43.8 1.7 
ward 
Blaydon ward (100.-0) 25.8 71.5 0.9 1.8 

B i r t i e y (100.0) 19.4 60.6 19.O 1.0 
p a r i s h 



Table C.10 shows the average percentage of consumers 

w i t h i n a m i l e - r a d i u s that i s a t t r a c t e d f o r d i f f e r e n t 

shopping goods. Note the gradation from hardware 

(50-60$J, a v a i l a b l e at neighbourhood c e n t r e s , to c l o t h i n g 

f u r n i t u r e and j e w e l l e r y («ClO'/b), a v a i l a b l e at major 

shopping cenxres or r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s . The t a b l e 

emphasizes the f a c t that suburban centres are convenience 

gooas c e n t r e s . what the t a u l e i s unable to show however, 

i s the degree of v a r i a b i l i t y between cenxres. The 

presence of an e l e c t r i c i t y or gas showroom, a f u r n i s h e r , 

a l a r g e T.7. shop or a c y c l e shop may r a i s e the a t t r a c t i v e 

power of a p a r t i c u l a r centre f a r above the average f i g u r e 

(see pages 332 to 334). 

Table C.1Q 
Average % of households ( w i t h i n one mileJ served 

Goods g e n e r a l l y 
a v a i l a b l e a t 

(neighbourhood l e v e i ) 

( s m a l l suburban levex) 

Hardware 

T.v. s e t s 40-505b' 

5O-6O96' 

(suburban l e v e i ) Shoes 30-4036 

( s m a l l shopping l e v e l ) Kitchen appliances 20-30$ 

( s m a l l snopping l e v e l ) 

(major shopping i e v e l ) F u r n i t u r e , men's 
& c h i l d r e n ' s 
c l o t h i n g 

Cycles/prams 10-20% 

under 10$ 

( r e g i o n a l c e n t r e ) j e w e l l e r y , 
women's c l o t h i n g 
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As Table C.9 shows the suburban centres are 

dominated e i t h e r by r e g i o n a l or snopping goods c e n t r e s . 

Two o±' the centres are r e l a t i v e l y f a r from shopping 

goods centres and are under the dominant i n f l u e n c e of 

a r e g i o n a l centre; two others are under the infxuence 

of both a r e g i o n a l centre and a shopping goods cen t r e , 

while the f i f t h i s more than 9 miles from the nearer 

r e g i o n a l centre and i s dominated by a shopping goods 

centre. 

Small suburban (and v i l l a g e ) centres 

At t n i s l e v e l of the h i e r a r c h y centres are able to 

dominate the immediate area only f or convenience gooas 

and chemist goods. The ce n t r e s normally draw consumers 

from w i t h i n a rad i u s or a mile but often extend t h e i r 

i n f l u e n c e to two miles i n areas where they are more 

a c c e s s i b l e than other comparable or higher order centres 

(see Fig.C.2o,and C.21). 

For convenience gooas the strong centres capture 

between 60 and 80% of the s a i e s generated by consumers 

w i t n i h a mile; the weaker centres may capture only 40 

to 50fo of t h i s custom. Chemist shops are the s p e c i a l i s t 

f unctions a v a i l a b l e a t t n i s l e v e l and the centres a t t r a c t 

the highest number and percentage 01 consumers and serve 

the widest area f o r timse gooas. The maj o r i t y or the ce n t r e s 



a t t r a c t over 80u/o of households w i t h i n a mile whilejeven 

the weakest centres are able to r e t a i n over 50^ of t h i s 

custom. 

The percentage o f durable goods expenditure r e t a i n e d 

by small suburban c e n t r e s i s g e n e r a l l y very low. The 

approximate tra.de area (mile r a d i u s ) of these c e n t r e s can 

be taken to be t h e i r ward or p a r i s h boundary. Of the 

15 such c e n t r e s , 6 r e t a i n e d l e s s than lOfi of the durable 

gooas expenditure of t h e i r ward or p a r i s h , 7 r e t a i n e d 

between 10 and 25% and only two exceeded t h i s proportion 

and r e t a i n e d 2Sf0 and 36^ r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

Among the shopping goods two items are f r e q u e n t l y 

bought at smail suburban c e n t r e s : hardware and T.7. 

s e t s . The average percentage of the custom w i t h i n a 

mile which i s r e t a i n e d by these centres i s jOfo f o r hardware 

and 25% f o r T.V. s e t s . 

Only three other shopping goods are bought i n 

s i g n i f i c a n t q u a n t i t i e s a t t h i s i e v e i ; tnese are shoes, 

k i t c h e n appliances and cycles/prams. There are no 

s p e c i a l i s t shops supplying these goods but they are a l l 

a v a i l a b l e i n co-operative s t o r e s while the l a t t e r two are 

a l s o a v a i l a b l e i n radio and T.V. shops and iarge hardware 

and e l e c t r i c a l goods s t o r e s . Un an average the centres 

r e t a i n 15 to 20̂ t> of shoe s a l e s generated by the immediate 

http://tra.de
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population and 10 to 15y» of k i t c h e n appliances and c y c l e s / 

prams. As at the suburban l e v e l a l l other shopping 

gouas are purchased by fewer than 10> of households w i t h i n 

the immediate area. 

Neighbourhood centres 

The average neighbourhood c e n t r e a t t r a c t s v i r t u a l l y 

no custom from beyond i t s immediate area, l e s s than h a l f 

a mile i n the case of centres l o c a t e d i n large settlements 

and the wnole of the settlement (not more than a mi l e ) 

where these are s i t u a t e d away from other b u i l t - u o a r e a s . 

The percentage of consumers a t t r a c t e d from t h i s area i s a 

function of the s i z e of the centre ( g r e a t i n t e r n a l range 

at t h i s l e v e l ) , the nature of the settlement and i t s d i s t a nce 

from higher oarder c e n t r e s . 

Neighbournood centres f u n c t i o n p r i m a r i l y as food c e n t r e s . 

There were 53 neighbourhood centres whicn served a t l e a s t 

100 households f o r weekly g r o c e r i e s and 27 f o r butcher's 

meats (the re were i n a l l , 38 neighbourhood centres i n the 

area wnich served a t l e a s t 100 households f o r at l e a s t one 

of the 13 items included i n the q u e s t i o n n a i r e ) . 

* r f . Map of trade area of a neighbourhood centre 

food shop i n a h e a v i l y b u i l t - u p area (Thorpe, 1966). 



The three durable gooas a v a i l a b l e a t a 

s i g n i f i c a n t but smali number of neighbourhood centres 

are hardware, chemist goods and shoes. The number of" 

centres that served more than 100 households f o r these 

items was: 14 f o r hardware, 11 f o r chemist gooas and" 

10 for snoes (only from co-operative s t o r e s ) . 

The l a r g e s t neighbourhood centres ( u s u a l l y with a 

large co-operative s t o r e ) are able to r e t a i n at" l e a s t 60-

70% of food purchases made by households i n the immediate 

area. When a chemist's shop operates i n one of these 

centres a s i m i l a r percentage of households i n the 

immediate area i s a t t r a c t e d . 

The l a r g e s t neighbourhood centres a l s o r e t a i n a 

r e l a t i v e l y high percentage of c e r t a i n shopping goods, about 

40 to 50^ of hardware and 20 to '}C?fo of shoes. C l o t h i n g and 

j e w e l l e r y are very i n f r e q u e n t l y purchased at t h i s i e v e l 

but the l a r g e s t c e n t r e s sometimes r e t a i n 10 to 20;;;? of 

the s a l e s made by households; these are a i l made at co-operative 

s t o r e s (see page Ml). 

The smaller neighbourhood c e n t r e s a t t r a c t so few 

customers that a d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e i r trade area would 

re q u i r e d i f f e r e n t survey techniques to those used i n t h i s 

study. 



f, o a 

Trade areas 

The trade area of a cencre has T r a d i t i o n a l l y been 

defined i n four ways: 

(1) the area f o r wnich the cencre i s the most a c c e s s i b l e 

point. A b a s i c part of c e n t r a l piace theory i s tha t 

the i d e a l system of c e n t r a l p l a c e s i s one which 

leads to the minimum aggregate consumer t r a v e l . 

Although overlapping of trade areas i s recognised i t 

i s sometimes i n p r a c t i c e ignored. The d e l i m i t a t i o n 

of bus h i n t e r l a n d s i s a good example of t n i s metnod 

(see Green 1948). 

(2) The area which in c l u d e s a c e r t a i n percentage/of the cent r e ' s 

customers. The percentage used i s purely a r b i t r a r y 

and may vary c o n s i a e r a o i y . Green and Smith suggest 

85/k of a centre's customers while F i n e favours 90/° 

(quoted i n Appiebaum 1961, p.73). The trade area i s 

f u r t h e r sub-divided i n t o roughly c o n c e n t r i c zones which 

are normally termed primary, secondary and f r i n g e . 

( 3 ) The area f or which the centre i s the most important 

s u p p l i e r of i x s s p e c i a l i s t gooas and s e r v i c e s . T h i s 

dominated area i s often r e f e r r e d to as i t s 'umland' 

(see Godlund 1956). 

(4) The area wnicn i s served by the centre for one or many 

functi o n s and i n any i n t e n s i t y - t h i s i s the most 



r e a l i s t i c approacti to the trade area oi" a centre s i n c e 

i t takes i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the overlapping of spheres 

of i n f l u e n c e of competing c e n t r e s * T h i s very wide trade 

area ( as wide as the economic range of i c s s p e c i a l i s t 

f u n c t i o n s ) can be r e f e r r e d to as i t s 'urban f i e l a ' . 

(See Godlund 1956). 

I n the fol l o w i n g a n a l y s i s the trade areas o i c e n t r e s 

are d e l i m i t e d by means of the l a s t three methods. The. 

' a c c e s s i b i l i t y ' h i n t e r l a n d was ignored s i n c e i t could not 

adequately be applied at a i l l e v e l s of the hierarchy (e.g. 

bus h i n t e r l a n d s ) . There was n e v e r t h e l e s s an observable 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between the 'umlands' and 'bus hinterlands'' 

of shopping goods c e n t r e s . 

The r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s 

For t h e i r s p e c i a l i s t gooas and functions the r e g i o n a l 

centre® dominate the whole area. For i n s t a n c e , i n more 

than seven out of every ten a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s (ward 

or p a r i s h ) more than h a l f the purchases of j e w e l l e r y were 

made i n the r e g i o n a l centres (See F i g . C . 1 1 ) . For lower 

order goods the r e g i o n a l centres served l e s s extensive 

trade areas; f or ins t a n c e i n only one out or every ten 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s did more than h a l f oi" the households 

obtain t h e i r T.V. s e t s i n the r e g i o n a l centres (see F i g . C . 1 2 ) . 



The lower order trade area oi the r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s 

i s .Limited to a ra d i u s of 8-9 m i l e s . Within eight miles 

households i n v i r t u a l l y a i l areas spend more than h a l f 

of t h e i r t o t a l duraole goods expenditure i n the r e g i o n a l 

c e n t r e s (see Fig.G. 13) • Tlie a c t u a l percentage spent i n 

the r e g i o n a l centres i s , however, not only a 1'unction of 

dist a n c e but a l s o or the s c a l e of shopping provided" l o c a l l y 

and oi the socio-economic s t a t u s or the population ( f o r the 

l a s t f a c t o r see pages 299 to 308). 

Major shopping centres 

Applebaum defines the primary trade area as that 

component which in c l u d e s 50-70?° of a i l customers, the 

secondary, 30-20j>b and the f r i n g e 20-10j& (Appl'ebaunr 1961).. 

Using the above d e f i n i t i o n i t would appear that f o r major 

shopping centres i n North Durham the primary zone i s 0-2 

miles; tne secondary zone 2-4 miles and the fr i n g e zone 

4-8 mi l e s ; these three zones contained 70/o, 20;& and 10̂ > 

r e s p e c t i v e l y of the duraole goods custom of major snopping 

centres (see Pig.C.25) . 

For the major shopping c e n t r e s the umiand was deii n e d 

by two methods ( a ) the area which v i s i t e d the centre more 

f r e q u e n c y than any other comparable or higher order centre 

(one oi t h e i r s p e c i a l i s t f u n c t i o n s i s weekly or week-end 

shopping,) and (b) the area from which i t a t t r a c t e d more 



durable goods expenditure than any other comparable centre 

^the r e g i o n a l centre expenditure was excluded" s i n c e the 

goods purchased at that l e v e l are g e n e r a l l y of a higher 

o r d e r ) . 

For both umlands the boundary occurred towards the 

outer h a l f of the secondary trade zone ( a f t e r Applebaum), 

i . e . between j and 4 miles from the shopping c e n t r e s . 

Within three miles each major shopping centre a t t r a c t e d more 

consumers f o r weekly shopping and more 01 t h e i r durable goods 

expenditure than other comparable and competing c e n t r e s , 

(see Fig.C.15).• I n c e r t a i n areas where circumstances were 

favourable e.g. absence of competing a l t e r n a t i v e c e n t r e s , 

the major shopping centres - were able to extend t h e i r trade 

areas to a d i s t a n c e of 4 m i l e s and i n very exceptional 

circumstances beyond t h i s (see page 320 ) . 

Although i t may be of p r a c t i c a l value to d e l i m i t a 

centr e ' s trade area i n t o ' i n t e n s i t y ' zones or unvlands, the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of a centre's customers i s i n r e a l i t y i n the 

form of a continuum. 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t the percentage oi consumers a t t r a c t e d 

to the major shopping centres d e c l i n e s d i r e c t l y with d i s t a n c e 

and can be represented by a s t r a i g h t l i n e but the number of 

consumers a t t r a c t e d to a centre d e c l i n e s e x p o n e n t i a l l y with 

d i s t a n c e (see Fig.C.2 5 ) . I t would seem that the exponential 



curve l o r the d i s t r i b u t i o n of a centre's customers r e p r e s e n t s 

e q u i l i b r i u m i n consumer o r i e n t a t i o n and accounts f o r the 

observed overlapping of trade a r e a s . 

The existence of an exponential d i s t r i b u t i o n of a 

centre's customers and of overlapping Of the trade areas 

oi^competing centres i s necessary to the e q u i l i b r i u m of a 

centraj. place system. I n any e s t a b l i s h e d system of c e n t r a l 

p l a c e s the i n c r e a s e or .loss 01 population i n any ar e a 

s e t s o f f a chain r e a c t i o n by means of wnicn the system 

s t r i v e s to re-achieve e q u i l i b r i u m . For a p a r t i c u l a r 

centre a s u b s t a n t i a s change 01 population a t any d i s t a n c e 

w i t h i n i t s widest trade area would s et i n motion a s i m i l a r 

chain r e a c t i o n wuich would r e s u l t i n (a) an i n c r e a s e or 

decrease i n the o r o v i s i o n 01 cencrax place f u n c t i o n s (2) an 

i n c r e a s e or decrease i n the percentage of consumers i t i s 

able to a t t r a c t from any d i s t a n c e , (3) a c o n t r a c t i o n or 

extension of i t s trade area, and (4) i n e q u i l i b r i u m the r e -

achievement of an exponential d i s t r i b u t i o n of i i,s customers. 

Assume, f o r i n s t a n c e , that thare was a s i g n i i i c a n t 

i n c r e a s e i n the number ox consumers a t t r a c t e d to a centre 

from a di s t a n c e oi tnree miles because oi an i n c r e a s e i n 

the area's population. An i n c r e a s e i n the number of 

customers a t t r a c t e d would lead to the f u r t h e r p r o v i s i o n oi 



shotis supplying a l a r g e r range oi s i m i l a r order gooas or 

or higher order gooas i i the i n c r e a s e of customers were 

s u f f i c i e n t to allow the a d d i t i o n of higher threshold f u n c t i o n s . 

The in c r e a s e d s t a t u s 01 the shopping centre woulu then 

prove more a t t r a c t i v e to consumers at a l l d i s t a n c e s and 

the economic range oi the centre may a i s d i n c r e a s e . I n 

the same way a s i g n i r i c a n t l o s s oi customers through a 

d e c l i n e i n population or because ox competition would r e s u l t 

i n a l o s s oi c e n t r a l place f u n c t i o n s and a commensurate 

l o s s of customers at a l l d i s t a n c e s . I n r e a x i t y the trade 

area ox a shopping centre i s never i n e q u i l i b r i u m ; there 

i s a cunstant i n t e r a c t i o n between the centre and i o s 

h i n t e r l a n d . 

An extension oi the above argument witn a constant 

i n c r e a s e i n population woula r e s u l t i n a l i m i t to the number 

of consumers that can be a t t r a c t e d from w i t n i n a c e r t a i n 

a rea e.g. the t o t a l number that l i v a w i t h i n a mile of the 

ce n t r e . T h i s t h e o r e t i c a x l i m i t would not, however, be 

reached e i t h e r because ox competition which woulu cut o f f 

i t s 'excess p r o f i t s ' areas or because of a change i n the 

ch a r a c t e r or tne ce n t r e ; i t may take on r e g i o n a l centre 

s t a t u s ; i n which case only the d i s t r i b u t i o n of i t s lower 

order gooas customers may assume exponential form. 



The presence oi' a cuntinuum i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

a centre's customers must also be taken i n t o account i n 

attempting to p r e d i c t the o u t l e t s l o r the r e t a i l 

expenditure generated by the population of any area. 

Market r e s e a r c h e r s have ins the past ignored the importance 

of t h i s - a notable exception i s the r e t a i l market 

p o t e n t i a l raoaei put forward by Larkshmanan and Hansen, 

They attempted to devise a formula wnicn 'describes a 

s i t u a t i o n of overlapping competition between shopping 

ce n t r e s and develops a mathematical framework f o r 

measuring i t ' (Larkshmanan and Hansen 1965 P»l35) . 

Small shopping centres'. 

The trade areas of small shopping c e n t r e s d i f f e r irora 

those of major shopping centres i n two ways: f i r s t l y , 

t h e i r centre i s aule to dominate tneni l e s s i n t e n s i v e l y 

and seconaiy, they are l e s s extensive i n a r e a . 

The boundaries of the primary, secondary and f r i n g e 

zones are roughiy correspondent with r a d i i of" one, two and 

three miles r e s p e c t i v e l y . The primary, secondary and 

fr i n g e zones contain bCtyo, 3O70 and lOfo r e s p e c t i v e l y of the 

average centre's duraole goods customers. 

* See a l s o W.G.McClelland's 'Costs and Competition 
i n H e - t a i l i n g ( l9bbj pp.202-207. 



The boundary of the umland or these centres l i e s -

between two ana three miles from the c e n t r e . iiixcept 

f o r a few s p e c i a l i s t f u n c t i o n s , l i k e T.T. s e t s , the 

c e n t r e s do not dominante t h e i r umland. 

Because of the low a t t r a c t i v e power of th®e ce n t r e s 

i t i s d i f f i c u l t to 4 a f i n e t h e i r urban f i e l d . Although 

they do extend t h i s i n f l u e n c e beyond three miles they 

do so only where there i s a competition-free area (see 

page 326). The overlapping 01 trade areas i s a i s o 

evident but in. the case of the smaii shopping centres 

t n i s i s overshadowed by the dominance 01 the r e g i o n a l 

c e n t r e s throughout t h e i r trade a r e a s , (see Table C .33 

i n the Appendix). 

Suburban centres 

Tihe trade areas oi suburban cen t r e s can ^test be 

described i n terms of turnover i . e . the area which contains 

a c e r t a i n percentage or the c e n t r e ' s totao. turnover or 

customers. For suburban c e n t r e s at l e a s t JOfo of both 

convenience ana durable goous custumers are contained w i t h i n 

a r a d i u s of two m i l e s . 

There i s l i t t l e r e a l i t y i n the d i v i s i o n 01" a suburban; 

cent r e ' s trade area i n t o primary, secondary and r r i n g e zones. 



The i n t e n s i v e trade area i s roughly w i t h i n walking d i s t a n c e , 

a mile or 20 minutes, and from t h i s area the ce n t r e s 

draw JO-BO/o or t h e i r t o t a l consumers f o r both convenience 

ana durable good's. The ce n t r e s do at times a t t r a c t 

s i g n i f i c a n t custom from areas up to three miles i f 

there i s l i t o l e competition from higher order c e n t r e s . 

There i s a l s o an i n d i c a t i o n 01 the p o t e n t i a l inij.uence 

oi' suburban ce n t r e s i n the e x c e p t i o n a l l y l a r g e trade 

area:- oi one centre f o r T.V. s e t s (see page 332 ) . 

Small suburban ce n t r e s 

The trade area oi these c e n t r e s i s V i r t u a l l y 

l i m i t e d tu a mile r a d i u s . Some centres are able to 

extend t h e i r ini^uenae beyond t h i s f o r the supply of 

t h e i r s p e c i a l i s t gooas e.g. chemist gooas. 

Only one/3i' the f i f t e e n small suburban centres draw 

more than lOfo oi i t s duraole gooas customers from beyond 

a one-mile r a d i u s . For convenience goods a i l c e n t r e s 

drew l e s s than 10% of t h e i r customers from beyond a mile 

r a d i u s . 

Neighbouriiooa c e n t r e s 

The trade area oi the l a r g e s t neighbourhooa ce n t r e s 

approaches that ox tne small suburban ce n t r e s and i s 

r e s t r i c t e d to a mile r a d i u s . The small neighbourhood 

cen t r e s may have trade areas that c o n s i s t of not more than 

a few s t r e e t s . The present study cannot adequately d e s c r i b e 



trade areas at t n i s l e v e l 01 the hierarchy 



Chapter o. 

Differences i n the snopping ha b i t s ox' households 

I n the above models consumers are assumed to he 

u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d but i n r e a l i t y they are of very mixed 

character. Two important v a r i a b l e s are here examined 

f o r t h e i r i n f l u e n c e on shopping h a b i t s 

(a) s o c i a l class (type 01 house occupied)and 

(b) car ownership. 

The per c a p i t a r e t a i l expenditure 01 households 

i n the lower socio-economic groups i s lower than t h a t 

f o r households i n the higher socio-economic groups. 

This i s the case both f o r convenience and durable goods 

but because of income e l a s t i c i t y of demand p a r t i c u l a r l y 

f o r the l a t t e r (see Family Jjixpenditure Survey 1962,). 

Empiricax researcn has also shown t h a t the shopping 

hab i t s of households of d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l class vary 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y . Two recent a r t i c l e s by Murdie (Econ. 

Geog. 1965) and Hess (GeografiBk T i d s k r i f t 1966) have 

demonstrated th a t consumers of d i f f e r - i n g s o c i a l , economic 

and c u l t u r a l backgrounds s e l e c t d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s of the 

hi e r a r c h y to obtain, t h e i r r e q u i r e d goods and services. 



Tyjae 01 house 
(1) Grade 1 householas shop most o i t e n i n the r e g i o n a l 

centres l o r a i l shopping goods. 

(2) The percentage shopping i n the r e g i o n a l centres l o r 

each shopping good decreases progressively irom Grade 

1 householas to those i n the lowest grade houses;, 

Council housenolds (see Tabie C.26 in. the AppendixJ. 

( 5 ) Grade 1 householas spend the l e a s t i n the convenience 

gooas centres ('B* and lower) but there i s no 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e among tne other three household 

groups (,See t a b l e G.27 i n the Appendix). 

Car ownership 

(1) Householas w i t h cars show a more concenorated shopping 

i n the r e g i o n a l centres ana a co.-.rresponaingijr lower 

expenditure in- convenience goods centres than non-car 

households (See Tables 0.29 and C.30 i n Appendix;. 

(2) Witnin- each household group mucii the same dix'ferences-

are apparent e.g. car owning grade 1 households shop 

more o f t e n i n the r e g i o n a l centres and less o f t e n i n 

convenience goods centres than non-car grade 1 house­

holds. 

Durable goods expenditure 

Fig.C.26 ana Table C.25 in- tne Appendix snow the 

* See page 2 0 3 f o r the d i v i s i o n of households by the type 
of house occupied. 



percentage 01 a i l durable goods expenairuxe made i n 

the r e g i o n a l centres f o r eacn 01 the four household 

groups. 

Grade 1 households at a l l distances spend a higher 

than average p r o p o r t i o n i n the r e g i o n a l centres while 

at the other extreme Council households spend c o n s i s t e n t l y 

less than the average. i l i e other two household groups 

are leas cunsistent but on an o v e r a l l basis Grade 2 

households spend sj.igh.tiy more tnau the average i n the 

r e g i o n a l centres while Grade 5 households spend s l i g h t l y 

l e s s ; the heterogeneous composition and intermediate 

grade of tn t s e two houseriold groups account f o r t h e i r 

o s c i l . I i i . t i o n about the average. (See Fig.C.26) 

Fig.C.27 snows the consumer curves f o r Grade 1 ana 

Council households f o r eacn snopping good. Grade 1 

households ouriB'hase about 20u/o more of t h e i r duraole gooas 

in- the r e g i o n a l centres than do c o u n c i l households (65fo 

as agaimst 437°)• There i s , however, a Grade 1 sample bias 

towards the r e g i o n a l centre i . e . a greater oroportion of 

Grade 1 households l i v e d nearer t o the r e g i o n a l centres 1 

than '"ouncil households; t n i s i s nro'bably because of the 

recent suburbanization of the area by Tynesiders. I t 

woula seem, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t given an even d i s t r i b u t i o n 

http://sj.igh.tiy
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or the two types the percentage expenditure i n the 

r e g i o n a l centres by Grade 1 housenoius snould exceed" t h a t 

of Council households by j u s t under 2(tyo, 

Table C.26 i n the Appendix shows the percentage spent 

i n Newcastle/by Grade 1 and Council households f o r each 

durable goods item. Excluuing chemist gooas, the 

d i f f e r e n c e s between the two groups range from 32% f o r 

f u r n i t u r e to ITfo f o r T.-V. sets. The smaller d i f f e r e n c e s 

appear to be i n those goods oi which a generally low/ 

or high p r o p o r t i o n i s purchased i n the r e g i o n a l centres; 

the one exception to t n i s i s hardware (29°/o)/ which i s 

second, only to f u r n i t u r e . 

Table C.28 i n the Appendix shows the r e s u l t s of 

s t a t i s t i c a l t e s t s f o r the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f differences; 

between the percentages spent i n the r e g i o n a l centres by 

the two household groups f o r each shopping good at each 

mile-distance. The t a b l e shows those d i f f e r e n c e s which 

were s i g n i f i c a n t at the .05 l e v e l of p r o b a b i l i t y . F u r n i t u r e s 

hardware and shoes are purchased by s i g n i f i c a n t l y - d i f f e r e n t 

percentages a t v i r t u a l l y every distance. Kitchen 

appliances and women's c l o t h i n g are the other two items 

wnich are purchased by s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t percentages 

i n the two household groups at most distances. 



Table C.-27 in- the Appendix snows t h a t convenience 

goods centres accounted f o r £ba/o of the durable goods 

expenditure of co u n c i l households but only T?o of the 

expenditure of the Grade I households. Only chemist 

goods, hardware and T.V. set's are purchased at t h i s l e v e l 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t q u a n t i t i e s by Grade 1 households. But 

even f o r tnese lower order gooas the percentage of Grade 

I households shopping at convenience gooas centres i s 

low r e l a t i v e to c o u n c i l households e.g. lQfo against 

29% f o r hardware. 

The d i f f e r e n c e s between the shopping ha b i t s o f the 

two household- groups must stem p a r t l y from the greater 

range and q u a l i t y of shopping goods req u i r e d by Grade 1 

households ana from t h e i r greater m o b i l i t y . Grade 1 

households r e q u i r e a higher order centre f o r the s a t i s f a c t i o n 

of t h e i r shopping needs and are, t h e r e f o r e , prepared to 

t r a v e l longer distances. The shopping requirements o f 

council households, on the other hand, are of a less-

s p e c i a l i z e d nature and are o f t e n adequately a v a i l a b l e a t 

lower order centres. 

Though the questionnaire was not designed to d i s t i n g u i s h 

between the q u a l i t y and -orice of purchases made by d i f f e r e n t 

households, i t i s nevertheless patent t h a t the l o c a l 

o r i e n t a t i o n ol shopping among cou n c i l households i s i n d i c a t i v e 



oi' the lower q u a l i t y and range 01 gooas purchased'. This 

i s to some extent i l l u s t r a t e d by the proportions oi" 

householas i n the two groups which showed purchases of 

j e w e l l e r y - 87% of Grade 1 householas but only 72% of 

coun c i l households; T.T. sets on the other hand., were 

in d i c a t e d by 90^ of both househoia groups. 

I n h i s study of Chicago, Berry noted-., t h a t i n higher 

income neighbourhoods a l l f o u r l e v e l s of business centres 

(below the M e t r o p o l i t a n C B J J ) were present wnile i n the 

lower income neighbourhoods only the two lowest l e v e l s 

were iound. I n the higher income neighbourhoods he 

a t t r i b u t e d t h i s to tne wider v a r i e t y o i shopping t r i p s 

generated by t'ne higher income households and the 

greater distances t r a v e l l e d " by f a m i l i e s w i t h more funds 

a v a i l a b l e to them. I n tne lower income neighbourhoods 

the greater l o c a i o r i e n t a t i o n of the shopping nius the 

f a c t t h a t the lower incomes were i n s u f f i c i e n t t o support 

more sp e c i a l i z e d shopping l e d to the absence of higher 

order centres. (Berry 19t>3 p.4). 

I n t h i s area the same p a t t e r n i s apparent. Higher 

income groups use the convenience goods centres iess : 

i n t e n s i v e l y than the lower income groups and t r a v e l more 

f r e q u e n c y t o the shopping goods and r e g i o n a l centres'. 



The car ownership r a t e OJ. the re g i o n i s f a r below 

tha t of the country as a whole. I n 1964 "the number of 

persons per car i n County Durham was 9,8 which compared 

unfavourably w i t h b.4 f o r the whole of .Britain.- There 

i s i n a d d i t i o n no tendency f o r car ownership to increase 

more ra-oidl'y than i n the r e s t 01 the country; the 1 9 0 I - 6 4 

percent increase i n the county waff the same as i n the 

country as a wnole. Data c o l l e c t e d i n the survey showed t h a t 

there was one car to every 2.-7 households ( t h i s would 

exciuae the second car of a two-car household). The 

Ad m i n i s t r a t i v e County f i g u r e s are given i n persons per 

car but the 1965 f i g u r e suggests t h a t there was one car 

to approximately 2.8 households. 

Households owning cars showed the same snopning 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s r e l a t i v e t o non-car household's as Grade 

I households to those of lower grade. I n f a c t car 

ownership i s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o type of housing and Grade 

I households snowed the highest ownership r a t e . Of" the 

car-owning household's J>l"/o were Grade 1 households (Grade 

j. households lormed only lbfo of a l l households i n the 

sample). 

Table C.29 i n the Appendix and Fig.C.2b i n d i c a t e the 

greater a t t r a c t i o n of car owning households to the r e g i o n a l 

centres. 0n< an average car owning housenolds buy j u s t 



over 10;£ more 01 t h e i r durable gooas i n the r e g i o n a l 

centres than do non-car houseiiolus. The d i f f e r e n c e , 

of course, i s much smaller when car ownersnip i s considered 

w i t h i n a house group; here i t i s 5 to 10fo more. 

An i n t e r e s t i n g ana important p o i n t arises from car-

ownersnit).- Car owning housenolus are not oniy more a t t r a c t e d 

to the r e g i o n a l centres than the non-car households o f 

t h e i r own housenoiu group hut aiso of tne non-car households 

01 the next higher grade of houses, though less than the 

car-owning households 01 t h i s higher group.- 'i'his dove­

t a i l i n g of car ana non.-uar householas i s snown i n Fig.C..26, 

The great a t t r a c t i o n ox Graae i householas to the 

r e g i o n a l centre i s sucn t n a t even i t s non-car housenolds 

spend more i n the r e g i o n a l centres than do the car 

housenolds of the next lower graae of houses. There is; 

$gain" a bias i n tne sample - oOfo of the non-car Grade 1 

households are w i t h i n 0 miies of a r e g i o n a l centre compared 

to only 45f° of the car-owning Gradal 2 households* Without 

the sample bias the f i g u r e s f o r Grade I household's (cars & 

non cars) would be appreciably lower ana woula conform to 

the d o v e - t a i l i n g . 

Possession of a car i s an important f a c t o r determining 

the l i k e i y centres l o r the s a t i s f a c t i o n of snopping need's 



bux the s o c i a l class ol" the household i s i t s e l f the 

most important f a c t o r to be considered. The oossession 

01 a car, does however, add a f u r t h e r dimension to the 

shopper's sphere; the car has the e f f e c t of reducing-the 

s u b j e c t i v e economic distance and thus serves to lengthen 

the 'range of c e n t r a l place goods1'. I n p r a c t i c e t h i s i s 

t o the b e n e f i t ox the l a r g e r centres and i s e s p e c i a l l y 

so i n densely populated areas where the range 01 a good 

i s determined most'iy through competition w i t h other centres;. 

I n the sruvey area households owning cars v i s i t e d 

the r e g i o n a l centre 20 t o 2^°/o more f r e q u e n t l y than non-car 

households (the car was used on two- t h i r d s of the t r i p s to 

the r e g i o n a l centres by car-owning households). I t i s 

worth remembering, however, t h a t bus t r a v e l i s s t i l l the 

most imporxant means of t r a n s p o r t to the shopping centres. 

F i r s t l y , there i s the large number of households without 

cars (63$) ana seconaiy, bus t r a v e l i s very o f t e n used 

by car-owning households t o the weekly shopping goods 

centres; the d i f f i c u l t y of estimating the p r o p o r t i o n of 
ari s e s 

households t h a t use t h e i r cars on these t r i p s / f r o m the large 

number t h a t walk to such centres. 

I n a survey of pedestrians i n the centre: of Newcastle 

* Report on thw Pedestrian survey, 19&2, C i t y .Planning 

Department, Newcastle. 



only 15*ofo of journeys i n t o the c e n t r a l area were by ear, 

70.47° came by bus and 5.97° by t r a i n ^ b u t persons i n s o c i a l 

classes I and I I used oars more f r e q u e n t l y than buses* 

while i n the lower s o c i a l Classes car t r a v e l was-negligible. 

A smaller percentage or people used cars f o r shopping 

purposes than f o r g e t t i n g t o work. 



Chapter 7 

The Shopping centres of the Region 

The cunsuraer o r i e n t a t i o n and trade areas of centres 

at each l e v e l of the hiers-rchy have been described. The 

emphasis has 30 f a r been on tne d i f f e r e n c e s between the 

s e v e r a l l e v e l s of the hierarchy. I n t n i s chapter the i n t e r n a l 

v a r i a t i o n s at each l e v e l of the hierarchy are examined i . e . 

i t describes the p a r t i c u l a r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of sexected centres 

and attempts t o account f o r some of the s i g n i f i c a n t v a r i a t i o n s 

from the average f o r a l l centres of s i m i l a r rank. 

Regional Centres 

Newcastle (pop.270,000 i n 1961) i s much l a r g e r i n size 

than Sunderland (pop.190,000 i n 1961), i t i s also the centre 

of a more densely populated area, the Tyneside conurbation. 

I t i s more advantageously s i t u a t e d than Sunderland f o r the 

p r o v i s i o n 01 c e n t r a l place services to o u t l y i n g areas -

Sunderland's h i n t e r l a n d and t r a d i n g power are adversely 

influenced by the phy s i c a l r e s t r i c t i o n s of i t s coastal l o c a t i o n . 

This i s evident from an analysis of the r e t a i l sales of the 

two centres i n J-961. 

lVig.C.24 snows the r e l a t i v e l y small section of the survey 

area over which Sunderland exerts a stronger influence than 

Newcastle. This area i s r e s t r i c t e d to the Urban D i s t r i c t s of 

* Fig.C.24 shows the trade area of a l l centres above the neighbour­
hood l e v e l . 



Table 0.11 

Turnover i n l9bl 

A l l e s t a D l i s h m e n t s Central shopping area 

Newcastle 
£ '000 

Sunderland 
£ '000 

Newcastle 
£ '000 

Sunderland 
£'000 

Convenience 28,315 14,458 4,288 2,029 

Durables 50,585 19,628 35,162 15,100 

TOTAL 78,900 34,086 39,450 17,129 

Source: Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n , 1961, pt.3 

Hetton and Houghton 1& Spring, together w i t h four 

neighbouring pa.rishe.s_. The r i v e r Wear l a r g e l y determines the 

western boundary of Sunderland's catchment area - the r i v e r i n 

f a c t , p r o t e c t s and r e s t r i c t s the town's catchment area i n i t s 

competition w i t h Newcastle. On the : one hand, i t provides 

Sunderland w i t n a r e l a t i v e l y protected wedge extending to 

Durham^wnile on tne other . only three a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s , 

west of the Wear, snow s i g n i f i c a n t purchases i n the town; these 

are Usworth C o l l i e r y ward, Washington S t a t i o n ward and Harraton 

p a r i s n . The l a s t two are both w i t h i n a mile of F a t f i e l d 

bridge (the only bridge on the Wear between Chester l e s t r e e t and 

Sunderland), the former i s connected to Sunderland by a road to 

the n o r t h of tne r i v e r and i s i n f a c t e q u i d i s t a n t from both 

r e g i o n a l centres. 

http://pa.rishe.s_
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About one-quarter of the area 's population i s dominated 

Sunderland and the centre a t t r a c t s about one-quarter of a i l r 

centre purchases w i t h i n the area. wewcastie i s e s p e c i a l l y 

strong f o r the fasniona ble and h i g h q u a l i t y g oods - cioxhing 

and j e w e l l e r y . R e l a t i v e to Sunderland, Newcastle 1 s share of 

purctiiises i n women's cioxhing and je w e l l e r y i s very high; 

to a lesser ext ent aiso f o r men1s and cnilaren's c l o t h i n g . 

Sunderland snows up as a s u r p r i s i n g l y strong cen tre f o r 

f u r n i t u r e . See Table C .12. 
TABLE C . 1 2 

No. of households purchasing each item 

Newcastle Sunderland 
% 

TOTAL 

Women's Clothing 5 1 , 2 3 0 81 12,180 1 9 6 3 , 4 1 0 

Jeivellery 48 , 7 2 0 7 9 1 3 , 1 2 0 2 1 61,840 
Children's CI. 42 , 7 6 0 7 8 1 2 , 1 6 0 2 2 5 4 , 9 2 0 

Men's Clothing 4 0 , 9 3 0 7 7 12,400 2 3 5 3 , 3 3 0 

Furniture 3 7 , 0 6 0 7 2 1 4 , 8 5 0 2 8 5 1 , 9 1 0 

Shoes 3 0 , 1 7 0 74 1 0 , 3 5 0 2 6 40 , 5 2 0 
Cycles/Prams 2 6 , 9 1 0 7 2 1 0 , 5 1 0 2 8 37,420 
Kitchen App. 2 4 , 7 7 0 8 1 5 , 9 8 0 1 9 3 0 , 7 5 0 

Hardware 17,840 76 5 , 6 7 0 24 2 3 , 5 1 0 

T.V.sets 14 , 6 0 0 6 9 6 , 6 7 0 3 1 2 1 , 2 7 0 

Chemist goods 2,740 8 0 6 8 0 2 0 3,420 

Average f o r 
ALL Durables 3 3 , 1 9 0 7 7 10,140 2 3 4 3 , 3 3 0 



From w i t h i n the area Newcastle a t t r a c t s 3*3 times as many 

d u r a b l e goods consumers as Sunderland. This i s , however, 

p a r t l y because the major p a r t of the survey area i s w i t n i n 

the l o g i c a l catchment area of Newcastle. Central area sales 

(Table C . l l ) suggest t h a t N e w c a s t l e 1 s a t t r a c t i v e power i s 

approximately 2-g- times t h a t 01 Suna.erj.and. A measure ol" 

Newcastle's powerful a t t r a c t i o n i s the strength of i t s i n f l u e n c e 

even w i t h i n the area dominated by Sunaeriand. Of the J2 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s i n the area only 5 purchased less than 10$ 

of t h e i r durable goods i n Newcastle; Sunderland was able to 

a t t r a c t more than XQP/o of durable goods purchases from only 16 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s . 

The greater a t t r a c t i v e power of Newcastle can. also be 

seen from the r e l a t i v e proportions of durable goods expenditure 

a t t r a c t e d to each of the r e g i o n a l centres i n three of the 

Washington U.D. wards (Table G.13). The three wards run 

east-west and are l i n k e d to both Newcastle and Sunderland by bus. 

approximate distances by road are shown. Bus times are i n d i c a t e d 

i n brackets. 

O r i e n t a t i o n to e i t h e r of the r e g i o n a l centres i s not always 

a matter of a c c e s s i b i l i t y - whether i t be road distance, time-

distance, bus frequency etc. Preference f o r e i t h e r of the centres 

i s o f t e n psychological - or r a t h e r the end product of i n t a n g i b l e 

http://Suna.erj.and


Ward 

Usworth C o i l . 

Gt.Usworth 

Springweil 

Table C.13 

jo of Durable goods expenditure 

Distance miles Expenditure jo 

Newcastle S'land Newcastle Sunderland 

17.5 

5.0 

2.0 

6 (25 min) 6 (25 min) 44.0 

6 (25 " ) 7 (30 " ) 47.7 

5 (20 •' ) 8 (35 " ) 54-7 

environmental i n f l u e n c e s . This i s evident i n the progressively 

stronger o r i e n t a t i o n to Newcastle, moving westwards from 

Fencehouses ward to L i t t l e Lumley par i s h and Gt.Lumley p a r i s h 

- the three settlements are each about 11 miles by road from 

Newcastle; distances from Sunderland are Fencehouses 7 miles; 

L i t t l e Lumley 8 miles and Gt. Lumley 9 miles. 

Table C.14 

°/o of durable goods expenditure 

• N'castle 
* 

S'land 
i<> 

Chester l e S t r . Houghton i e 
a/0 fo Spring 

Fencenouses Wd. lb.9 39.2 9 . 8 14.2 
* 

Lt.Lumley Ph. 11.4 16.4 37.7 3.3 
Gt.Lumley Ph. 31 . 8 9.3 50.0 0.6 

The d i v i d i n g l i n e between the t r a de areas of the two r e g i o n a l 

centres i n t h i s a rea i s reck oned to be the Fenoaiouses railv/ay l i n e -

* the small percentages spent i n the r e g i o n a l centres are a 

r e s u l t of the high percentage of Grade 5 households i n the 

sample -
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t o t h e east i s Sunderland t e r r i t o r y and t h e 'Sunderland Echo 1 

i s t h e p o p u l a r evening paper w h i l e t o t h e west Newcastle i s 

dominant and the 'Newcastle C h r o n i c l e ' i s t h e p o p u l a r evening 

paper ( o p i n i o n of l o c a l businessmen i n Houghton i e S p r i n g and 

Chester i e S t r e e t ) . The s t r o n g o r i e n t a t i o n o f Lt.Lumley and 

Gt.Lumley t o Newcastle i s a l s o t i e d up w i t h t h e i r s t r o n g 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h Chester l e S t r e e t as opposed t o Houghton l e 

S p r i n g . I t would seem t h a t i f Houghton l e S p r i n g were a b l e 

t o a t t r a c t more households f r o m these two" p a r i s h e s t h e r e would 

"be a c o r r e s p o n d i n g i n c r e a s e i n t h e i r a t t r a c t i o n t o Sunderland 

i . e . a h i e r a r c h i c a l n e s t i n g of t r a d e areas may w e l l o p e r a t e 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y between the two r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s and t h e i r 

a s s o c i a t e d shopping goods c e n t r e s . 

Major shopping c e n t r e s 

The e f f e c t s o f l o c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s are e v i d e n t f r o m 

the consumer o r i e n t a t i o n and t r a d e areas of C o n s e t t and S t a n l e y ; 

these c o n t r a s t s t r o n g l y w i t h t h e more t h e o r e t i c a l l y i d e a l 

c o n d i t i o n s i n Chester l e S t r e e t . 

The i r r e g u l a r i t y o f t h e Coneett and S t a n l e y t r a d e areas 

can he accounted f o r "by: 

( a ) t h e t r u n c a t e d h i n t e r l a n d o f C o n s e t t - t h e survey area d i d 

n o t extend beyond the urban d i s t r i c t s boundary i n t h e west 

( a b o u t two m i l e s from t h e town c e n t r e ) b u t the i n c l u s i o n o f t h i s 

a rea would n o t have a f f e c t e d t h e r e s u l t s s i n c e because o f 

r e l i e f t h e area i s v e r y s p a r s e l y p o p u l a t e d . 



( b ) the s p o r a d i c s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f t h e C o n s e t t and Stanley-

area - t h e t y p i c a l s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n ofWest Durham. 

( c ) the growth p a t t e r n of t h e two s e t t l e m e n t s has l e d t o t h e 

presence o f s m a l l suburban and suburban c e n t r e s w i t h i n 

a s h o r t d i s t a n c e or t h e two towns - indee d t h e growth o f 

the two towns was t h r o u g h the coalescence o f s e v e r a l 

n u c l e i , each w i t h i t s own shopping c e n t r e ; most o f these 

have r e t a i n e d and added t o t h e i r v i t a l i t y . 

( d ) the absence o f f u l l c o m p e t i t i o n from o t h e r shopping goods 

c e n t r e s ; t h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y so f o r G o n s e t t . 

Chester l e S t r e e t , on the/6 the r hand, i s more t y p i c a l 

o f small/medium E n g l i s h towns than any o t h e r i n N o r t h Durham. 

I t s growth has been u n i - n u c l e a r w i t h i t s H i g h S t r e e t b e i n g t h e 

f o c u s o f c e n t r a l p l a c e f u n c t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t i t s h i s t o r y . No 

shopping f a c i l i t i e s above the l o w e s t convenience l e v e l have 

developed o u t s i d e t h e c e n t r a l area. A l s o t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n 

o f s e t t l e m e n t around the town c e n t r e i s f a i r l y b alanced. 

Chester l e S t r e e t i s a l s o surrounded by f i v e shopping 

gooas c e n t r e s a t d i s t a n c e s o f 5 t o 7 m i l e s . I t s catchment 

area p o p u l a t i o n i s almost e q u a l l y d i s t r i b u t e d 'towards' and 

'away' from t h e r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s o f Newcastle and Sunderland. 

Thus w i t h a l a r g e sample o f households a t a i l d i s t a n c e s t o 

ensure r e l i a b i l i t y , c o m p e t i t i o n from comparable c e n t r e s w i t h i n 

a s i x m i l e r a d i u s , lower o r d e r c e n t r e s a d e q u a t e l y s e r v i n g the 



i n t e r s t i c e s and t h e town's e q u i d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e two 

r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s i t can be assumed t h a t t h e Chester i e S t r e e t 

area i s an a p p r o x i m a t i o n o f the t h e o r e t i c a l d i s p o s i t i o n o f 

c e n t r a l p l a c e s i n a h i g h l y u r b a n i z e d area. 

Convenience goods 

The most marked d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e a t t r a c t i o n o f 

consumers t o the c e n t r e s f o r f o o d occur w i t h i n a r a d i u s oi* 

t h r e e m i l e s (see Table 0.7) 

Of t h e t h r e e c e n t r e s S t a n l e y a t t r a c t s t h e l o w e s t 

p r o p o r t i o n o f households from t h e area. W i t h i n two m i l e s o f 

t h i s c e n t r e t h e r e are s e v e r a l s t r o n g 'convenience gooas 1 

c e n t r e s ; these i n c l u d e A n n f i e l d P l a i n ( s u b u r b a n ) , South 

Moor ( s m a l l suburban) and D i p t o n and Craghead ( l a r g e n e i g h ­

bourhood c e n t r e s ) . 

Consett a t t r a c t s a lower proi:>ortion o f custom from w i t h i n 

two m i l e s b u t e n j o y s an 'excess p r o f i t s ' s i t u a t i o n beyond 

t n i s . W j t h i n 1 and 1-g- m i l e s r e s p e c t i v e l y o f i t s shopping 

c e n t r e are B l a c k h i l l and Leadgate, two s m a l l suburban c e n t r e s . 

As a. r e s u l t the shopping c e n t r e c a p t u r e s a p a r t i c u l a r l y low 

percentage o f custom from those w i t h i n a m i l e b u t a t t h e n e x t 

m i l e zone the u n f a v o u r a b l e c o m p e t i t i o n o f Leadgate i s balanced 

by an e x c e p t i o n a l l y h i g h a t t r a c t i o n o f consumers from K o o r s i d e 

( C o n s e t t s o u t h w a r d ) , a l a r g e s e t t l e m e n t of C o u n c i l e s t a t e s w i 

v i r t u a l l y no c e n t r a l p l a c e f u n c t i o n s and l y i n g beyond the 

C o n s e t t I r o n works. From the Leadgate ward C o n s e t t a t t r a c t s 
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45% ol' food purchases compared t o 877° from t h e South ward. 

To t h e n o r t h o f Co n s e t t t h e r e i s an 'excess p r o f i t s ' 

a rea; t h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y so a t d i s t a n c e s of t h r e e and f o u r 

m i l e s . The n e a r e s t c e n t r e above the neighbourhood l e v e l 

i s a t Chopwell ( s m a l l suburban), a t l e a s t 6 m i l e s away. 

Consett t h e r e f o r e a t t r a c t s a v e r y h i g h percentage of consumers 

from Ebchester and Kedomsiey v i l l a g e s , 3 m i l e s away. Prom 

Ebchester ward Gonsett a t t r a c t s 52% o f f o o d e x p e n d i t u r e . 

Chester l e S t r e e t , on t h e o t h e r hand, has v e r y l i t t l e 

c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h i n two or t h r e e m i l e s o f i t s c e n t r e . The 

n e a r e s t c e n t r e s above t h e neighbourhood l e v e l are a t P e l t o n 

( s m a l l suburban - weak), two m i l e s away and B i r t l e y (suburban) 

about t h r e e m i l e s away. As a r e s u l t w i t h i n a r a d i u s o f two 

m i l e s Chester l e S t r e e t c a p t u r e s a h i g h e r t h a n average 

percentage or custom, 

Durable goods 

Consumer o r i e n t a t i o n f o r chemist gooas i s v i r t u a l l y t h e 

same f o r f o o d and a l l c e n t r e s show the sane r e l a t i v e d i f f e r e n c e s . 

The a t t r a c t i o n o f consumers t o Consett f o r chemist goods i s r a t h e r 

i n t e r e s t i n g s i n c e i t h i g h l i g h t s t h e ' a c c e s s i b i l i t y ' f a c t o r 

i n v o l v e d i n consumer o r i e n t a t i o n f o r t h i s t y p e o f good. For 

the f i r s t t h r e e mile-zones Consett a t t r a c t s 83%, 58% and 74% 

r e s p e c t i v e l y of constuners f o r tnese goods. Between one and 



two m i l e s the c e n t r e a t t r a c t e d 16% o i consumers from 

Leadgate ward ( c e n t r e c o n t a i n s a chemist shop) as a g a i n s t 

100% from t h e South ward ( M o o r s i d e ) . C o n s e t t i s the n e a r e s t 

c e n t r e f o r Moorside h u t o f even more importance i s t h e 

f a c t t h a t i n o r d e r t o v i s i t any o t h e r c e n t r e i t would be 

necessary t o go v i a Oonsett - f o r t n i s t y p e o f good t n i s 

would v i r t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e a l l c o m p e t i t i o n . Between two and 

t h r e e m i l e s t h e h i g h percentage o f custom a t t r a c t e d i s because 

of t h e absence o f a cnemist shop a t c e n t r e s to t h e n o r t h 01 

t h e town e.g. jubchester. 

For t h e average ox a i l d u r a o l e goods t h e r e were l e s s 

d i f f e r e n c e s among the c e n t r e s (see 1'a.Dle C.7J. T h i s i s 

because ox t h e s m a l l e r p a r t p l a y e d by lower o r d e r c e n t r e s f o r 

t h e s u p p l y c f tnese goods. Some of th e observed d i f f e r e n c e s 

were m a i n l y due t o sampling v a r i a t i o n s ; t h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t h e case f o r C o n s e t t which because o f i t s t r u n c a t e d h i n t e r l a n d 

and t h e low p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y t o t h e south-west i s o f t e n 

unable t o balance i t s f a v o u r a b l e and u n f a v o u r a o l e areas e.g. 

a t 4-5 m i l e s t h e low percentage o f custom drawn from A n n f i e l d 

P l a i n wasd (suburban c e n t r e J i s n o t balanced by any f a v o u r a b l e 

area s i n c e t h e r e i s no o t h e r s e t t l e m e n t a t t h i s d i s t a n c e f r o m 

tne c e n t r e . 

S t a n l e y a t t r a c t s a l o w e r percentage ox' custom from a l l 

areas w i t h i n t h r e e m i l e s ox t h e c e n t r e . T h i s i s because o f 



t h e presence o i s t r o n g lower o r d e r c e n t r e s b u t n o t e t h a t 

consumer o r i e n t a t i o n a t these d i s t a n c e s i s n o t f a r below t h e 

average f o r a l l major snopping c e n t r e s s i n c e the competing 

c e n t r e s can o.r.fer o n l y l i m i t e d c o m p e t i t i o n ( c o n t r a s t w i t h 

t h e percentages a t t r a c t e d f o r f o o d j . 

The v i l l a g e o f Lanchester (pop.4>000) i s an i n t e r e s t i n g 

example o f t h e ' g r a v i t a t i o n a l ' p u l l 01 competing shopping 

c e n t r e s . I t i s s i t u a t e d i n the s p a r s e l y p o p u l a t e d f a r m i n g 

c o u n t r y i n t h e south-west o f t h e area. I t i s served by a 

s m a l l suburban c e n t r e and l i e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h r e e m i l e s t o 

A n n f i e l d P l a i n , f o u r m i l e s t o S t a n l e y , f i v e m i l e s t o 

Co n s e t t and e i g h t m i l e s t o Durham, i t i s 14-15 m i l e s from 

Newcastle. I t i s l i n k e d by a h a l f - h o u r l y bus s e r v i c e t o 

Durham and Conse t t and l«s f r e q u e n t l y t o A n n f i e l d P l a i n and 

S t a n l e y . 

Jjocal and mobile shops account f o r QOfi o f foo d purchases 

b u t o n l y 11$ o f d u r a b l e goods ^ m o s t l y chemist goods). Table 

C.15 g i v e s t h e percentage o f d u r a b l e goous e x p e n d i t u r e 

a t t r a c t e d t o the v a r i o u s c e n t r e s . The percentage o f d u r a b l e 

goods bought i n the r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h i t s 

d i s t a n c e f r o m Newcastle and t h e s o c i a l c l a s s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 

( t h e percentage o f Grade 1 households i s mose t h a n t w i c e t h e 

area a v e r a g e ) . 



The percentages o f d u r a o i e gooas e x p e n d i t u r e a t t r a c t e d 

LO the t h r e e snopping goous c e n t r e s are v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g . The 

n e a r e s t c e n t r e : i s S t a n l e y b u t C o n s e t t w i t h a b e t t e r bus s e r v i c e 

and a l a r g e r snopping c e n t r e a t t r a c t s t h e h i g h e s t percentage 

o f custom. Durham w i t h t h e largest shopping c e n t r e b u t a 

g r e a t e r d i s t a n c e away a t t r a c t s l e s s custom than C o n s e t t b u t more 

tha n S t a n l e y . The s m a l l percentage shopping a t . a n n f i e l d .Plain 

i s p a r t l y because i t i s t h e n e a r e s t h i g h e r oiler c e n t r e and a l s o 

because o f t h e l o c a t i o n t h e r e 01 t h e p a r e n t s t o r e 01 t h e 

l o c a l c o - o p e r a t i v E s t o r e . 

Table C.15 

Lahchester V i l l a g e - D u r a b l e gooas e x p e n d i t u r e 

R e g i o n a l c e n t r e s 44 «0 

C o n s e t t 19.0 

Durham 12.4 

S t a n l e y 9.4 

A n n f i e i a P l a i n 2.0 

L a n c h e s t e r 10,9 

Others 2.3 

100.0 



tv .x 

The a t t r a c t i o n o f consumers t o u h e s t e r .Le S t r e e t 

does n o t va,ry s i g n i f i c a n t l y from th e average f o r a l l major 

snopping c e n t r e s . 

P o p u l a t i o n s served 

Of t h e thi'ee major snopping c e n t r e s , C o n s e t t and Chester 

l e s t r e e t are s u p e r i o r t o S t a n l e y i n t h e s c a l e o f shops 

p r o v i d e d . Chester l e s t r e e t , however, has a l a r g e r umland 

p o p u l a t i o n t h a n c o n s e t t wnich i s handicapped by t h e s p a r s e l y 

p o p u l a t e d area t o t h e s o u t h . Table C.16 snows t h a t t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n w h i ^ h uses Chester l e S t r e e t as i t s weekly shopping 

c e n t r e (umland p o p u l a t i o n ) i s 10% h i g h e r than t h a t which l o o k s 

t o ' j o n a e t t wnioh i s i n i t s t u r n s l i g h t l y l a r g e r than S t a n l e y ' s . 

F u r t h e r the n o u a i i t y o f Chester l e s t r e e t i s such t h a t i t 

can a t t r a c t ' f r i n g e ' housenolds from a w i d e r area and 

p o p u l a t i o n t h a n e i t h e r o f t h e o t h e r two c e n t r e s . As a r e s i l t 

oi' t h e above f a v o u r a b l e f a c t o r s the number or households 

shopping i n Chester l e S t r e e t i s about 20% h i g h e r t h a n t h a t 

o f t h e o t h e r two c e n t r e s f o r f o o d and aoout Vjfo f o r d u r a b l e 

goods. 

There are a l s o c e r t a i n d u r a b l e goods items f o r which some 

c e n t r e s serve e x c e p t i o n a l l y l a r g e or s m a l l p o p u l a t i o n s . T able 

C.16 snows t h e p o p u l a t i o n served by each c e n t r e f o r a l l 13 t y p e s 

of good. There i s , or c o u r s e , a n o t i c e a b l e degree o f v a r i a t i o n 
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Table C . l 6 

Major Shopping Centres 
No. of households 

Goods Chester l e Street Consett Stanley Average 

Groceries 10,620 9,430 8 ,720 9 ,590 

Meats 9,870 6 ,670 8,240 8 ,260 

Chemist 10,310 8 ,980 8 ,690 9 ,330 

Kitchen Appliances 12,020 9 ,440 11,280 10,910 

T.V.sets 10,350 11,010 11,180 10,810 

Cyc 1 e s/Praius 9,380 11,620 9 ,070 10,020 

Hardware 10,640 9 ,090 9 ,880 9 ,870 

Shoes 8,690 9 ,260 7 ,800 8 ,580 

Furniture 9,160 7 ,080 8 ,080 8 ,110 

Men's Clothing 9,380 6,420 6,240 7 ,350 

Children's Clothing 6,520 7 ,600 5 ,680 6 ,600 

Jevidlery 7 ,460 4 ,940 3 ,710 5 ,370 

Women's Clothing 4 ,940 5 ,080 4 ,560 4 ,860 

Food 10,410 8 ,660 8 ,580 9 ,220 

Durables 8,570 7 ,630 7 ,490 7 ,900 

Umland population 16,800 15,000 14 ,800 15,500 



i n t h e i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s . T h i s i s t o he expected 

( a ) f o r s t a t i s t i c a l reasons i . e . b o t h t h e sampling e r r o r and t h e 

random v a r i a b i l i t y from t h e norm t h a t i s always p r e s e n t i n 

r e a l i t y 

( b ) d i f f e r e n c e s i n the numbers and types of shops p r o v i d e d a t 

the t h r e e c e n t r e s . The second i s o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t . 

C h ester l e S t r e e t serves szi above average number o f 

households f o r most d u r a b l e goods; t h e r e a r e , however, t h r e e 

goods f o r which i t serves p o p u l a t i o n s t h a t are s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

h i g h e r t h a n t h e average ( a t l e a s t 10?o h i g h e r ) . These are 

f u r n i t u r e , men's c l o t h i n g and j a / e l i e r y . The number o f 

households served w i t h j e w e l l e r y i s e s p e c i a l l y h i g h r e l a t i v e 

t o t h e o t h e r two c e n t r e s - 50$ a.bove Consett's and 1OC70 above 

S t a n l e y ' s . Though j e w e l l e r y i s e s s e n t i a l l y a. r e g i o n a l c e n t r e 

good t h e r e are i n Chester l e S t r e e t t h r e e s m a l l j e w e l l e r y shops; 

t h e r e i s one s m a l l shop i n C o n s e t t and none i n S t a n l e y . C h e s t e r 

l e S t r e e t a l s o appears t o be b e t t e r p r o v i d e d w i t h f u r n i t u r e and 

men's c l o t h i n g shops b u t these are a d e q u a t e l y a v a i l a b l e i n t h e 

o t h e r two c e n t r e s , 

C o n s e t t serves a p a r t i c u l a r l y h i g h number o f households 

w i t h c h i l d r e n ' s c l o t h i n g and cycles/prams. There are i n 

f a c t two s p e c i a l i s t pram snops i n C o n s e t t , one i n Chester l e 

S t r e e t and none i n S t a n l e y . I t i s l e s s easy t o i d e n t i f y 

d i f f e r e n c e s between t h i s c e n t r e and t h e o t h e r two f o r the p r o v i s i o n 



o f c h i l d r e n ' s c l o t h i n g b ut t h e r e was c l e a r l y a s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

s t r o n g e r a t t r a c t i o n t o Co n s e t t f o r t l i i s i t e m . 

S t a n l e y has fewer s p e c i a l i s t shops t h a n t h e o t h e r two 

c e n t r e s . For men's c i o t h i n g , j e w e l l e r y , c h i l d r e n ' s c l o t h i n g 

and cycles/prams t h e c e n t r e serves e x c e p t i o n a l l y low p o p u l a t i o n s . 

I t exceeds the average f o r t h e t h r e e c e n t r e s o n l y f o r t h e 

l o w e s t o r d e r goods T.V. s e t s and k i t c h e n a p p l i a n c e s b u t n o t 

t o an e x c e p t i o n a l degree. 

The d u r a b l e goods s a l e s made a t each o f the major 

shopping c e n t r e s i s e q u i v a l e n t t o j u s t over 50% o f t h e t o t a l 

s a l e s g e n e r a t e d by t h e i r umlands i . e . t h e t o t a l spent a t each 

c e n t r e by a l l households i s expressed as a percentage o f t h e 

s a l e s generated by households w i t h i n t h e umland. On an 

average t h e percentage o f a c e n t r e ' s t r a d e o r i g i n a t i n g f r o m 

beyond t h e umland i s 10 t o 15$ b u t si n c e t h e d e l i m i t a t i o n o f 

an uraland i g n o r e s o v e r l a p p i n g i t would be moie r e a l i s t i c t o 

express t h e t o t a l e x p e n d i t u r e o f t h e c e n t r e as a percentage 

of t h e s a l e s generated by i t s umland - i t can be assumed t h a t 

t h e custom l o s t t o o t h e r competing c e n t r e s w i t h i n t h e umland 

w i l l be balanced by t h e s a l e s a t t r a c t e d from t h e umlands o f t h e 

competing c e n t r e s . 

Small shopping c e n t r e s 

D i f f e r e n c e s between t h e percentages a t t r a c t e d t o t h e two 

shopping c e n t r e s o f Houghton l e S p r i n g and New Washington are 



the r e s u l t o f d i f f e r e n c e s i n the s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n and 

r e l i e f o f t h e two h i n t e r l a n d areas as w e l l as c o m p e t i t i o n 

from, o t h e r c e n t r e s . 

There i s l e s s f r a g m e n t a t i o n i n t h e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f 

New Washington's h i n t e r l a n d than i s t h e case i n Houghton 

l e S p r i n g ' s . Houghton i e S p r i n g and i t s h i n t e r l a n d l i e a l o n g 

t h e western edge o i t h e l i m e s t o n e escarpment b u t t h e i r r e g u l a r 

s c a r p - l i n e has r e s t r i c t e d t h e growth o f c e r t a i n s e t t l e m e n t s and 

i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e r e l a t i v e l y low a c c e s s i b i l i t y between 

the shopping c e n t r e and. t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g s e t t l e m e n t s . I n 

Washington the shopping c e n t r e i s w i t h i n w a l k i n g d i s t a n c e o f 

a p o p u l a t i o n or j u s t under 1^,000 w h i l e i n Houghton l e S p r i n g 

about 10,000 people are w i t h i n a ' l e s s c o m f o r t a b l e ' w a l k i n g 

d i s t a n c e or t h e town c e n t r e . 

The f r a g m e n t a r y n a t u r e o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f 

Houghton l e S p r i n g U.D. has g i v e n r i s e t o competing c e n t r e s 

j u s t beyond one m i l e o f the town c e n t r e . W i t h i n t h e Urban 

D i s t r i c t t h e r e are s m a l l suburban c e n t r e s a t Shiney Row (3 m i l e s 

and F e n c e h o u s e s / C o l l i e r y Kow (two m i l e s ) ; a l a r g e neighbourhood 

c e n t r e a t New H e r r i n g t o n (2-g- m i l e s ) and s m a l l b u t i m p o r t a n t 

c e n t r e s a t Jfce.wbottle ( i t ? m i l e s ) and B a r n w e l l (j-g- m i l e s ) . South 

o f t h e Urban D i s t r i c t t h e r e i s a suburban c e n t r e a t H e t t d n l e 

Hole w i t h i n two m i l e s . 
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I n Washington TJ. D . the o n l y i m p o r t a n t c e n t r e s o u t s i d e 

t h e town c e n t r e a r e a d e c l i n i n g s m a l l suburban c e n t r e a t 

Washington S t a t i o n (2 m i l e s ) and a neighbourhood c e n t r e a t 

3p r ingw e l l (2 :ni 1 e s ) . 

The above f a c t o r s account f o r the h i g h e r percentage 

o f custom a t t r a c t e d to New Washington from w i t h i n two m i l e s 

o f the c e n t r e ( s e e Table C.8). I n c o n t r a s t Houghton l e 

S p r i n g c a p t u r e s a h i g h e r percentage of custom from households 

between 2 and 3 m i l e s of the c e n t r e ; the shopping c e n t r e 

b e n e f i t s f r o m t h e absence of a shopping goods c e n t r e towards 

t h e s o u t h - e a s t and draws a s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h custom from 

t h i s area. 

As Table C. 17 shows Houghton l e S p r i n g has a larger 

umland p o p u l a t i o n than New Washington. D i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e 

s i z e of t h e i r urnland p o p u l a t i o n s emphasize t h e b a s i c 

d i f f e r e n c e between the two towns v i z . t h a t whereas Houghton 

l e S p r i n g has been the t r a d i t i o n a l snopping c e n t r e f o r a 

f a i r i y wide area, New Washington has o n l y r e c e n t x y grown i n 

s t a t u s and as y e t h a s o n l y a l i m i t e d t r a d e area. 

A comparison of the p o p u l a t i o n s a c t u a l l y served f o r f o o d 

and d u r a b l e goods shows/that Houghton l e S p r i n g served j u s t 

over ICffe nore households f o r f o o d t h a n J'Tew Washington b u t 

j u s t over 40jv more f o r d u r a b l e goods. Houghton-1 e - S p r i n g 1 s 

w i d e r catchment area i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n s 



TABLE C . 1 7 

Number of households served 
Small shopping c e n t r e s 

New Washington Houghton l e Spring Average 
G r o c e r i e s 4 ,110 4 ,740 4 ,420 

Meats 4 ,000 4 ,250 4 ,130 

Chemist goods 4 ,740 5 ,690 5 ,210 

K i t c h e n A p p l i a n c e s 3,590 6 ,170 4 ,880 

T.V.sets 4,240 6 ,390 5 ,310 

Cyc 1 e s/Pr ams 2 ,360 4 ,570 3 ,460 

Hardware 3 ,780 4 ,820 4 ,300 

Shbes 1,600 3 ,150 1,870 

F u r n i t u r e 1,870 990 1,430 

Men's C l o t h i n g 460 2 ,140 1,300 

C h i l d r e n ' s C l o t h i n g 780 1,970 1,380 

J e w e l l e r y 600 930 770 

Women's C l o t h i n g 440 1,000 720 

Average - Food 4 ,080 4 ,600 4 ,340 

Average - Durables 1,990 2 ,810 2 ,400 

Umland pop u l a t i o n 6,000 12,300 9 ,150 

N.B. Compare t a b l e C . l 6 + t a b l e C*19 



served f o r t h e f o u r lower o r d e r shopping goods : T.V. s e t s , 

k i t c h e n a p p l i a n c e s , hardware and cycles/prams. The goods 

are a d e q u a t e l y p r o v i d e d a t both c e n t r e s b u t Houghton l e 

Spring's ascendancy i s most s t r o n g l y e v i d e n t f r o m i t s a b i l i t y 

t o draw consumers from 2 t o 3 m i l e s away f o r t h e sup p l y o f 

these goads - between 10 and 20% o f consumers a t t h i s d i s t a n c e 

compared t o l e s s than by Few Washington. 

The g e n e r a l absence o f s p e c i a l i s t shops i n b o t h cenxres 

i s e v i d e n t from the low number of consumers a t t r a c t e d t o the 

c e n t r e s f o r shoes ( t o o few shops), f u r n i t u r e , c l o t n i n g and 

j e w e l l e r y . As a r e s u l t , t h e presence o f a s p e c i a l i s t shop 

has a marked e f f e c t on t h e nunber o f consumers a t t r a c t e d t o 

the c e n t r e s . T h i s can be seen from Table 0.17 i n which t h e 

two items w:iich snow t h e g r e a t e s t r e l a t i v e d i f f e r e n c e s between 

the two shopping c e n t r e s are men's c l o t h i n g and f u r n i t u r e . 

Houghton l e S p r i n g has the g r e a t e s t r e l a t i v e s u p e r i o r i t y 

over Rev/ wasnington i n men's c l o t h i n g ; t n i s i s almost c e r t a i n l y 

because o f t h e presence o f a Burton's i n t h e fo r m e r and t h e 

absence of a comparable shop i n t h e l a t t e r . F u r n i t u r e i s 

the o n l y i t e m f o r wnich Hew wasnington has an a b s o l u t e 

m a j o r i t y o f customers over Houghton l e S p r i n g ( a l m o s t t w i c e 

as many); t h i s i s because o f the presence o i two m u l t i p l e 

f u i n i t u r e shops i n t h e c e n t r e and the aosence o f a comparable 

snop i n Houghton l e S p r i n g ( t h e o n l y f u r n i t u r e shop i n t h e 



l a t t e r ' s town c e n t r e i s n o t v e r y modern and i s s i t u a t e d 

raid-way a l o n g Sunderland s t r e e t , r e l a t i v e l y f a r from t h e 

main snopping a r e a ) . 

The use made or these c e n t r e s i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d 

by t n e consumer o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e v i l l a g e o f West S a i n t o n 

( T a b l e C I S ) . The v i l l a g e l i e s between Houghton l e S p r i n g 

and Durhamj3 m i l e s and A m i l e s away r e s p e c t i v e l y ; i t i s a l s o 

9 m i l e s f r o m Sunderland* Houghton l e S p r i n g i s v i s i t e d 

f o r week-end shopping purposes s l i g h t l y more f r e q u e n t l y than 

Durham; t n i s i s a l s o i n d i c a t e d by t h e use made o f the two 

c e n t r e s f o r t h e purchase o f chemist goods - Houghton l e 

S p r i n g a t t r a c t s 59$ w h i l e Durham's share i s 33?«. For food 

Houghton l e S p r i n g i s aga i n more f r e q u e n t l y v i s i t e d t han 

Durham a l t h o u g h the l o c a l c e n t r e r e t a i n s t h e l a r g e m a j o r i t y 

o f t h i s e x p e n d i t u r e . For shopping goods ( e x c l u d e s chemist 

g o o d s j , however, Houghton l e S p r i n g i s o f r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e 

i m portance compared t o Durham - typ aga.inst 34/* o f the t o t a l 

shopping goods e x p e n d i t u r e , 

Houghton l e S p r i n g and New Washington e x i s t i n a s i t u a t i o n 

where the r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s a t t r a c t a v e r y h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f 

the h i n t e r l a n d p o p u l a t i o n f o r shopping goods. AS a r e s u l t 

o f t h i s t h e p o p u l a t i o n s a c t u a l l y served by the c e n t r e s are 

too s n a i l f o r t h e su p p o r t of s p e c i a l i s t shops s u p p l y i n g 

h i g h e r o r d e r shopping goods. The presence o f these shops 



Tahle C I S 

>•» age of t o t a l e x p e n d i t u r e i n West R a i n t o n 

Food Chemist Goods Shopping Goods 

Re g i o n a l c e n t r e s 2.7 3*7 49•9 

Durham - 33.4 54-5 

Houghton l e 5.7 59.2 3,8 

S p r i n g 

W.Eainton 66.9 - 4.8 

Other c e n t r e s 4.7 3.7 7.2 

100.0 lOO.O 100,0 

would u n d o u b t e d l y r e s u l t i n an i n c r e a s e d a t t r a c t i o n 01' 

households t o t h e c e n t r e s e.g. Burton's i n Houghton l e S p r i n g , 

b u t i t i s d o u b t f u l wnether o v e r a l l t h e y would achieve t h e 

t u r n o v e r r e q u i r e m e n t s o f m u l t i p l e o r g a n i s a t i o n s . I n t h i s 

s i t u a t i o n t h e uraland p o p u l a t i o n r e q u i r e d f o r t n e s u p p o r t 

o f a major snopping c e n t r e may be auout 20,000 houaeholds 

o r a l t e r n a t i v e l y h i g h d e n s i t y r e s i d e n t i a l development w i t h i n 

t h e area i m m e d i a t e l y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e shopping c e n t r e s . 

Suburban c e n t r e s 

Taole C.19 shows t h a t l i l a y d o n and H e t t o n l e n o l e serve 

l a r g e umland p o p u l a t i o n s , B i r t l e y and A n n f i e l d P l a i n s m a l l e r 

umlands. and C'rawcrook a r a t h e r s m a l l umland p o p u l a t i o n . The 

s i z e of t h e umlands o f the suburban c e n t r e s i s m o s t l y a 

f u n c t i o n o f the s i z e of the s e t t l e m e n t . 
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Three cenures, Blaydon, H e t t o n l e Hole and B i r t i e y 

serve over 3,000 households f o r f o o d and chemist goods. 

A n n f i e l d P l a i n s u f f e r s from i t s p r o x i m i t y t o S t a n l e y w t i i l e 

Crawcrook i s l i m i t e d by t h e s i z e o f i t s s e t t l e m e n t . 

Shopping goods can be d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e groups 

(a) lower o r d e r gooas i . e . a v a i l a b l e a t trie s m a l l suburban 

l e v e l v i z . hardware and. T.V. s e t s 

( b ) t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e group, a v a i l a b l e a t some o f the c e n t r e s 

a t t h i s l e v e l v i z . shoes and k i t c h e n a p p l i a n c e s 

( c ) h i g h e r o r d e r goods i . e . those n o t cojn.non.Ly a v a i l a b l e 

a t t h i s l e v e l . 

A l l c e n t r e s a t t r a c t between 1000 and 2000 households f o r t h e 

lower o r d e r goods. For t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e group o n l y some 

c e n t r e s a t t r a c t as much as 1000 households w h i l e f o r t h e 

h i g h e r o r d e r goods v e r y few c e n t r e s a t t r a c t as many households. 

Crawcrook i s t h e l e a s t i m p o r t a n t c e n t r e f o r a l l shopping 

goods w i t h t h e n o t a b l e e x c e p t i o n o f T.V. s e t s ; f o r t h i s 

i t e m t h e c e n t r e : serves more households t h a n any o t h e r c e n t r e 

does f o r t h i s or any o t h e r shopping goods i t e m . W i t h t h e 

e x c e p t i o n o f Elaydon and W i n l a t o n wards, Crawcrook a t t r a c t e d 

a s i g n i f i c a n t percentage o f consumers from t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

Elaydon and Ryton Urban D i s t r i c t s - e.g. 54/* o f those i n 

High Spen (5 m i l e s away), 22% o f those i n Chopwell (5 m i l e s 

away) and l l / o o f those i n Rowlands G i l l (4-5 m i l e s away). 

http://cojn.non.Ly


d <J a 

About o n e - q u a r t e r of Crawcrook's customers f o r T.7. s e t s 

l i v e d a t l e a s t f o u r m i l e s from, the c e n t r e ; o n l y 44£> l i v e d 

w i t h i n a m i l e o f t h e c e n t r e . 

Blaydon serves a h i g h e r t h a n average p o p u l a t i o n 

f o r v i r t u a l l y a l l shopping gooo.s bu t e s p e c i a l l y f o r f u r n i t u r e , 

shoes and cycles/prams. T h i s i s because o f t h e unusual 

presence o± a m u l t i p l e f u r n i t u r e shri>p ( C a l l e r ' s ) , a good 

shoe shop and a c y c l e shop* 

I n J i e t t o n l e Hole the presence o f -two shoe shops i s 

r e f l e c t e d i n the number o f consumers served w i t h t h i s i t e m . 

The h i g h number o f households served w i t h k i t c h e n a p p l i a n c e s 

i s a l s o a r e s u l t o f t h e pr- esehce o f a gas showroom. The 

l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n served w i t h c h i l d r e n ' s c l o t h i n g i s e i t h e r 

a sample v a r i a t i o n due t o t h e s m a l l number o f a c t \ i a l 

p u r c h a s i n g households or e l s e may be due t o the importance 

o f t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e . 

Besides hardware and T.Y. s e t s , B i r t i e y serves i t s 

h i g h e s t p o p u l a t i o n w i t h cycles/prams - t h e r e are tv/o c y c l e 

shops i n the c e n t r e . JTote the v e r y low number o f households 

t h a t purchased f u r n i t u r e , c l o t h i n g and j e w e l l e r y . Besides 

t h e absence o f s p e c i a l i s t shops the low percentage i s a 

r e s u l t of p r o x i m i t y t o .Newcastle - shoes, f o r i n s t a n c e , are 

o n l y a v a i l a b l e i n the c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e . 



A n n f i e l d P l a i n i s a, r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l c e n t r e f o r 

shop-iing goods. I t i s supported by a. s i g n i f i c a n t number 

of households f o r f o u r of t h e shopping goods v i z . k i c c h e n 

a p p l i a n c e s , f u r n i t u r e , snoes and j e w e l l e r y . F u r n i t u r e i s 

o b t a i n e d a t t h e l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e w h i l e tVie o t h e r s 

are purchased a t s m a l l s p e c i a l i s t s t o r e s ; k i t c h e n a p p l i a n c e s 

from the gas showroom and j e w e l l e r y from a s m a l l j e w e l l e r ' s 

o r watch r e p a i r e r ' s - t h e presence of the l a t t e r shop i s 

c l e a r l y r e f l e c t e d i n t h e number o f households p u r c h a s i n g 

t h i s i t e m r e l a t i v e t o t h e o t h e r c e n t r e s . 

Small suburban c e n t r e s 

Table 0.20 shows the p o p u l a t i o n s served by a s e l e c t e d 

number o f s m a l l suburban c e n t r e s f o r each o f the d i f f e r e n t 

types o f goods and compares these w i t h the average f o r a l l 

c e n t r e s a t t n i s l e v e l . A l l seven s e l e c t e d c e n t r e s are among 

the l a r g e s t s u p p l i e r s o f convenience goods i . e . they a l l 

s u p p l y an average o f over 1,000 households w i t h f o o d . The 

c e n t r e s a r e , however, s e l e c t e d and arranged a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

importance o f t h e i r d u r a b l e goods s a l e s . The seven c e n t r e s 

i n c l u d e t h e t h r e e v e r y s t r o n g c e n t r e s , L a n g i e y Park, S a c r i s t o n 

and Shiney Row (V.S.); one s t r o n g c e n t r e , E a s i n g t o n Lane ( S ) ; 

one average c e n t r e , Ryton (A.V.); one weak c e n t r e , w i n l a t o n 

(w) and one v e r y weak c e n t r e , L ' l a c k h i l l (v.W.). For t h e 

l o c a t i o n a,nd shopping p r o v i s i o n o f t h e s e l e c t e d c e n t r e s see 

pages 220 t o 255 . 
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Shiney Row, S a c r i s t o n and i..angley Park are r e s p e c t i v e l y 

t h r e e , f o u r and f i v e m i l e s f r o : i t h e n e a r e s t h i g h e r o r d e r 

cerrore. Of the t h r e e Langley Pane dominates i t s area most 

s t r o n g l y f o r d u r a b l e goods - t h i s i s f i r s t l y , because i t i s 

t h e -'lost remote from h i g h e r o r d e r oor - . p e t i t i o n and secondly, 

because t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n the ip.--iediate area i s of low s o c i a l 

c l a s s (95fj o f households l i v e d i n t h e two l o w e s t grades of 

houses). Langley Park r e t a i n s o f i t s p a r i s h ' s e x p e n d i t u r e 

on d u r a b l e goods. The l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e i s m a i n l y 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e s i z e o f the p o p u l a t i o n served f o r t h e 

d i f f e r e n t shopping goods. 

S a c r i s t o n i s " t h e second l a r g e s t c e n t r e f o r d u r a o i e goods. 

The c e n t r e r e t a i n s 29% o f t h e d u r a o i e goods e x p e n d i t u r e o f 

i t s own p a r i s h and i s a l s o able t o draw custom from an area 

e x t e n d i n g up t o two m i l e s from t h e c e n t r e f o r a wide range o f 

goods and s e r v i c e s . The f o u r n e i g h b o u r i n g p a r i s h e s o f W i t t o n 

G i l b e r t , Plawsworth, Edmondsley and Xira b l e s w o r t h have p o o r l y 

equipped neighbourhood c e n t r e s and. l o o k t o S a c r i s t o n f o r t h e 

f u l l range o f lower ader goods. The i m p o r t of custom i n t o 

S a c r i s t o n f r o m these p a r i s h e s i s h i g h e s t f o r chemist goods 

(two chemist shops and a l s o a p a r t t i m e shop). Meats, g r o c e r i e s 

and T.7. s e t s are a l s o bought i n s u b s t a n t i a l q u a n t i t i e s by 
20 + 

households i n the l o u r p a r i s h e s . See Fig.C/21 f o r f o o d and 

d u r a b l e s . 
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Shiney Row i s a r a t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g c e n t r e . The 

r a p i d g r o w t h o f shops i n t h e l a s t few years has f o l l o w e d 

a r a p i d i n c r e a s e o f p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e area d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s 

deca.de - t h e r e was an i n c r e a s e i n t h e immediate area, o f over 

12<£ or 1,200 people d u r i n g the 1951-61 decade; the p o p u l a t i o n 

of i t s h i n t e r l a n d i n 1961 was about 10,000 ( t h i s i n c l u d e s 

p a r t of .Burnmoor p a r i s h which a d j o i n s the Shiney Row s e t t l e m e n t ) . 

The sh.ODping c e n t r e has been developed by the a d d i t i o n o f 

two s m a l l parades o i shops; the a t t r a c t i v e n e s s o f the c e n t r e 

was r e f l e c t e d i n t h e q u i c k o c c u p a t i o n of t h e shop u n i t s 

( c o n t r a s t w i t h B i r t i e y ) . 

As Table C. 20" shows the c e n t r e does n o t serve a large 

p o p u l a t i o n f o r the h i g h e r o r d e r shopping goods. T h i s i s 

because o f the p r o x i m i t y of Sunderland (4 m i l e s away). The 

l o c a l c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e , f o r i n s t a n c e , has i t s e a r l y c l o s i n g 

day on Saturday because o f the number o f shoppers t h a i ; v i s i t 

S underland on t h i s day. For t h e l o w e r o r d e r shopping goods, 

hardware and T.V. s e t s , Shiney Row serves a v e r y h i g h number 

of h ouseholds;of the h i g h e r o r d e r shopping goods, k i t c h e n 

a p p l i a n c e s and cycles/prams are t r i e o n l y purchases which are 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y above the average f o r c e n t r e s a t t h i s l e v e l -

t h e r e i s a l a r g e shop s u p p l y i n g gas and e l e c t r i c a x a p p l i a n c e s 

and a l s o a c y c l e shop. 
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E a s i n g t o n Lane i s an e s t a b l i s h e d c e n t r e s e r v i n g a 

p r e d o m i n a n t l y m i n i n v s e t t l e m e n t b u t one i n which t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n has i n c r e a s e d r e c e n t l y . The l a r g e nu.Vber o f 

households served f o r T.'v. s e t s i s because o f the presence 

o f t h r e e s p e c i a l i s t shops i n t h e c e n t r e . 

Ryton i s a ::ocierateiy s t r o n g c e n t r e which has been 

extended r e c e n t l y , a g a i n because i t i s i n an area o f r i s i n g 

p o p u l a t i o n . I n s p i t e o f t h e e r e c t i o n o f a b l o c k o f shops 

towards tne end. o f 1960, the c e n t r e has n o t r i s e n much i n 

s t a t u s and so o n l y t h e lower o r d e r goods are as y e t of ::.uch 

importance i . e . f o o d , chemist goods, hardware and T.V. s e t s . 

W i n l a t o n i s a b u i l t - u p e x t e n s i o n of Elaydon and l i e s 

t o t h e s o u t h o f t h a t c e n t r e . I t s p r o x i m i t y t o Elaydon 

and tri e s t r o n g i n f l u e n c e o f Newcastle are m a i n l y r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r t h e poor p r o v i s i o n of d u r a o l e goods snops. Consequently 

even f o r the l o w e s t o r d e r goous ( e x c l u d i n g chemist goods) 

the c e n t r e i s supported by o n l y a s m a l l nu'.ber of households. 

E l a c J k h i l l i s a t y p i c a l example o f t h e s m a l l suburban 

c e n t r e which a t t r a c t s a h i g h nu ber o f households f o r 

convenience goods and chemist goods b u t i s unable t o r e t a i n 

a f a i r share o f shopping goods purchases. I t i s s i t u a t e d 

about a m i l e from Consett's shopping c e n t r e and though i t 

c a t e r s f o r the convenience goods needs o f 15-1700 households 

i t s s nopping goods s a l e s are n e g l i g i b l e . The weakness o f t h e 



c e n t r e i s a l s o r e f l e c t e d i n the low number of households 

t h a t o b t a i n t h e i r g r o c e r i e s i n t h e c e n t r e . The a t t r a c t i o n 

o f Consett was i-mon s t r o n g e r f o r t n i s i t e m than f o r mats 

or chemist goods. T h i s i s p r o b a b l y a r e s u l t of t h e p r e s e n t 

c o m p e t i t i v e element between supermarket and non-supermarket 

c e n t r e s . 

N e i gh bourh o o d c e n t r e s 

There are t h r e e neighbourhood c e n t r e s which serve 

e x c e p t i o n a l l y l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n s e s p e c i a l l y f o r d u r a b l e good_s; 

these are D i p t o n , Craghead and B u r n o p f i e l d (see Fig.C.5). 

Besides f o o d shops t h e r e i s l i t t l e e l s e b u t a chemist shop 

and a "large c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e . Hovjever, Table 0.21 snows 

t h a t except f o r chemist goods, the average number o f housenolds 

served by t h e t h r e e neighbourhood c e n t r e s i s not f a r below 

the average served by the sma±l suburban c e n t r e s f o r d u r a b l e 

goods. 

The d i s t o r t i n g e f f e c t o f c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s i s w e l l 

i l l u s t r a t e d i n these c e n t r e s . But f o r t h e presence of t h e 

l a r g e c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e the p o p u l a t i o n s served by each c e n t r e 

would n o t have d i f f e r e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y from those o f o t h e r 

neighbourhood c e n t r e s - noxe t h a t the t h r e e c e n t r e s d i f f e r 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y from o t h e r neighbourhood c e n t r e s o n l y f o r d u r a b l e 

goods (see .Fig.C.. 5 ±ox 'food' and ' d u r a b l e s ' ) . On the b a s i s 



TABLE C.21 

Number of households 

Selected Neighbourhood centres 'D 

Craghead Dipton Burnopfield Average of 
3 centres 

Average of 
'C centres 

Groceries 660 740 860 750 l,fi00 
Meats 620 750 670 680 1,360 

Chemist goods 730 960 920 870 1,560 

Kitchen App. 230 200 190 200 260 

T.V.sets 110 90 200 130 46o 
Cycles/Prams - 200 110 100 250 

Hardware 450 580 600 540 600 

Shoes 440 310 350 370 320 

Furniture 60 190 180 140 130 

Men's Clothing 300 120 160 190 160 

Children's CI. 50 160 70 90 150 

Jewellery 200 260 270 240 90 

Women's CI. 230 100 130 150 160 

Average Foods 650 740 800 730 1,250 

Average Durables 270 270 280 270 350 



o f p o p u l a t i o n served the t h r e e centres should u n d o u b t e d l y 

he c l a s s e d as s n a i l suburban c e n t r e s . The e x c e p t i o n a l 

n a t u r e of t'^ese c e n t r e s h i g h l i g h t s one o f the d i f f i c u l t i e s 

e ncountered i n the h i e r a r c h i c a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f can ores 

v i z . the c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e ( see page 213,). 

The c o - o p e r a t i v e i n f l u e n c e i s v e r y a-parent fr o m the 

number o f consumers served f o r c e r t a i n shopping goods. 

J e w e l l e r y and T.'v. s e t s are the two i t e - i s wnich show the 

n o s t s i g n i f i c a n t v a r i a t i o n s from t h e average f o r s m a l l 

suburhan c e n t r e s . I n the t h r e e neighbourhood cencres the 

number of consumers p u r c h a s i n g j e w e l l e r y i s r e l a t i v e l y h i g h . 

T h i s i s 'because j e w e l l e r y i s n o t commonly bought by many 

households i n the area ( l e s s t h a n t w o - t h i r d s i n d i c a t e d t h i s 

purchase; and among the m i n i n g community the c o - o p e r a t i v e 

d i v i d e n d i s always welcome when such purchases become 

necessary. On the o t h e r hand, t h e number of consumers f o r 

T.'V. s e t s i s v e r y low i n the neighbourhood c e n t r e s . T h i s 

i s p a r t l y because o f t h e absence o f r a d i o and T.7. shops b u t 

viore l i k e l y because o f t h e b e l a t e d e n t r y o f co-oper_ative 

s o c i e t i e s i n t o T.V. r e n t a l schemes - a system p r e f e r r e d by 

7 o u t of every 10 customers. 

For f o o d the t h r e e neighbourhood c e n t r e s serve s m a l l 

p o p u l a t i o n s r e l a t i v e t o s m a l l suburban c e n t r e s . Only two 

o f t h e s m a l l suburban cencres serve l e s s households f o r f o o d 



than t h e t h r e e neighbourhood c e n t r e s . The low number 

o f households served f o r f o o d by the t h r e e c e n t r e s i s a 

f u n c t i o n 01 t h e s i z e o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t s i n which t h e y 

are l o c a t e d i . e . r e l a t i v e t o those 01 s m a l l suburban 

c e n t r e s . 



C o n c l u s i o n s 

/ An i m p o r t a n t aim o f the s t u d y o f the c e n t r a l p i a c e 

system i n y o r t h Durham was t o d i s c o v e r what c o r r e l a t i o n 

e x i s t e d between t h e h i e r a r c h y o f c e n t r e s , based on a 

^ s u b j e c t i v e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 01 c e n t r a l p l a c e f u n c t i o n s , and. 

ft.he use made 01 tnese c e n t r e s by t h e consumer/population. 

I n an i d e a l (and s t a t i c ) c e n t r a l p i a c e system t n e r e would 

be a p e r f e c t c o r r e l a t i o n between t h e s u p p l y o f ana demand 

f o r c e n t r a l s e r v i c e s ; and f u r t h e r , t h i s would be r e f l e c t e d " 

i n the p e r f e c t c o r r e l a t i o n between t h e s u p p l y o f goods a t 

any l e v e l o l t h e h i e r a r c n y and the use made 01 c e n t r e s a t 

t h i s l e v e l by consumers. 

I n p r e v i o u s s t u d i e s many a t t e m p t s have been made by 

geographers and o t h e r s t o deveiop t e c n n i q u e s f o r measuring 

t h e ' c e n t r a i i t y ' 01 c e n t r e s and t h e i r c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i n t o 

a h i e r a r c h y . There have been two i m p o r t a n t methods. The 

f i r s t uses d a t a on t h e number and type o f c e n t r a l p l a c e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ( o r f u n c t i o n s ) . T h i s method has been used 

i n a v a r i e t y o f ways i n t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 01 c e n t r e s i n t o 

a h i e r a r c h y ; a t one end o f the s c a l e i s t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 

approach o f Smailes (i944) and a t t h e o t h e r , tne m a t h e m a t i c a l 

framework o f B e r r y and G a r r i s o n (1958). The second method 

i s t h e measurement o f The area dependent on c e n t r e s f o r c e n t r a l 

goods and s e r v i c e s ; Bracey (1952) employed t h i s method and was 



a b l e t o c l a s s i f y r u r a l s e r v i c e c e n t r e s i n t o t h r e e 

h i e r a r c h i c a l o r d e r s . Brush and Bracey (1955) compared 

t h e i r r e s u l t s based on d i f f e r e n t c e n t r a i i t y c r i t e r i a , 

t h e f i c r s t ana second metnods r e s p e c t i v e l y ( a b o v e ) , arid 

f ound c i e a r a n a l o g i e s i n t h e s p a t i a l h i e r a r c h i e s 01 r u r a l 

s e r v i c e c e n t r e s i n Southwestern Wisconsin and Southern 

England.- I n t h i s s t u d y o f t h e c e n t r a l p l a c e system t h e 

two met'hoas are i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e s t u d y o f t h e same 

r e g i o n and t h e r e s u l t s are thus almost f u l l y comparaoie. 

The f i n d i n g s o f t h e s t u d y i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e r e was 

no d i r e c t c o r r e l a t i o n between c e n t r a i i t y scores (.based on 

number and types o l e s t a o i i s n m e n t s ) and t h e numbers o f 

consumers served (based on a survey o f consumers). There 

was, however, c l e a r d i f f e r e n c e s between the numbers o f 

consumers served by c e n t r e s a t d i f f e r e n t i e v e i s o f t h e 

h i e r a r c h y wnich would i n d i c a t e t h a t the s u b j e c t i v e c l a s s i f i c 

a t i o n of c e n t r e s i n t o a h i e r a r c h y was b r o a d l y c o r r e c t . The 

l a t t e r f i n d i n g would a l s o appear t o be t h e m o r e l i k e i y i n 

a n o n - s t a , t i c c e n t r a l p l a c e system which has t o c u n t i n u a l i y 

a d j u s t i t s e l f t o changes i n t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n , 

r e t a i l i n g metnods, consumer m o b i l i t y e t c . 

S t a n l e y and Houghton l e S p r i n g i l l u s t r a t e the low 

c o r r e l a t i o n t h a t may a t t i m e s e x i s t between t h e consumer 



s u r v e y r e s u l t s and t h e c e n t r a x i t y s c o r e s . 
l y 6 i T urnover 

Shopping Cen uBaj-ity Ho o f C e n t r a l Area 
c e n t r e score consumers Durables TUTAii 

served £'000 £'000 
( D u r a b l e s ) 

Houghton 19.1 2,810 548 1,078 
l e S p r i n g 

S t a n l e y 20.0 7,490 1,250* 1,-785 

Though t h e r e was v e r y l i t t l e d i i f e r e n c e between t h e c e n t r e s 

on the c e h t r a i i t y s c o r e s , b o t h the consumer survey and t h e 

Census o i D i s t r i b u t i o n showed t h a t t h e r e was i n f a c t a 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i i f e r e n c e between t h e c e n t r e s . The c e n t r a i i t y 

score d i d n o t d e t e c t a c c u r a t e l y t h e l a r g e r s i z e and h i g h e r 

s t a t u s o f shops i n S t a n l e y e.g. 6 o i the i m p o r t a n t non­

food, m u l t i p l e s were i n S t a n l e y as a g a i n s t 2 i n Houghton i e 

S p r i n g . The consumer su r v e y ana t h e Census o f D i s t r i b u t i o n , 

botn i n d i c a t e t h a t t u r n o v e r o f d u r a b l e goods i n . S t a n l e y i s 

about 2-f times t h a t i n Houghton l e S p i n g j . t h i s would appear 

t o be a more a c c u r a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e a c t u a l d i f f e r e n c e 

between t h e c e n t r e s . 

Fig.0.5 shows t h e naimber o f households served by c e n t r e s 

a t each l e v e l o f the h i e r a r c h y . JNote t h a t t h e r e i s some 

c o r r e l a t i o n between t h e l e v e l s o f t h e h i e r a r c h y and t h e numbers 

o f sonsumers ser v e d . Because o f the v a r i a t i o n s i n t h e 

* s m a l l eleraenyoi e s t i m a t i o n because o f n o n - d i s c l o s u r e . 
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p r o v i s i o n o f c e r t a i n shops t h a t occur w i t h i n and between 

l e v e l s o f tne h i e r a r c h y , i t wouicl be be s t t o r e f e r t o t h e 

two d i s p e r s i o n diagrams which summarise (aJ f o o d and {b) 

d u r a b l e s s i n c e these are more like±y t o r e f l e c t t h e o v e r a l l 

c e n t r a i i t y score o f a c e n t r e . 

Fig.C . 5 snows t n a t f o r i'ooa and d u r a b l e s , t h e r e are 

two c l e a r breaks i n t h e consumer d i s t r i b u t i o n . There i s 

a c l e a r breaK between A . l ana A. 2 c e n t r e s and a s m a l l e r 

break between A.2 and B. c e n t r e s . Below t h i s - t h e r e are 

l e s s d i s t i n c t breaks and the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f consumers 

served by B,C and D c e n t r e s i s i n t h e form o f a continuum. 

P o p u l a t i o n t h r e s h o l d s f o r s p e c i a l i s t 
f u n c t i o n s 

Centres Wo. ol Households 

Major shopping c e n t r e s 8-i0,00u 

Small shopping c e n t r e s 4-6,000 

Suburban, c e n t r e s 2,500-3,-500 

Smaj.1 suburban c e n t r e s 1-2,000 

Neighbourhood c e n t r e s under 1,000 

The above t a b l e shows t h a t / e a c h l e v e i o f t h e h i e r a r c h y 

t h e r e i s a c r i t i c a l p o p u l a t i o n which i s needed f o r t h e 

v--iable e s u p p o r t o f a cencre. I n p r a c t i c e , however, t h e r e 

r;ay|be a s m a l l e r d i s t i n c t i o n and a t t i m e s an o v e r l a p between 

t h e h i e r a r c h i c a l l e v e l s . Data rrom the s u r v e y suggest . t h a t 



( a ) t h e r e are c l e a r e r breaks between t h e h i g h e r l e v e l s 

t h a n between the lower l e v e l s o f t h e h i e r a r c h y 

t h e r e are s m a l l e r breaks between t h e h i e r a r c n i c a i 

l e v e l s i o r f o o d t h a n f o r d u r a b l e s . 

'The s m a l l e r breaks between t h e h i e r a r c h i c a l l e v e l s 

f o r f o o d i s t o be expeisted because 01 t h e n a t u r e o f 

consumer demand f o r tnese gooas. The i o c a i o r i e n t a t i o n 

o f f o o d purcnases i s such t h a t t h e r e i s u s u a l l y a h i g h 

c o r r e l a t i o n between the s c a l e o f f o o u shops p r o v i d e d ana 

the s i z e o f t h e i o c a x p o p u l a t i o n . A c e n t r e t n a t i s 

a d e q u a t e l y s t o c k e d w i t h f o o u shops does n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 

a c q u i r e a commensurate range o i non-rood shops and may, 

t h e r e f o r e , serve an e x c e p t i o n a l l y h i g h p o p u l a t i o n f o r a 

c e n t r e a t i t s l e v e l o f t h e h i e r a r c h y , , . 

The s m a l l e r breaks between t u e lo w e r l e v e l s o f the 

h i e r a r c h y can be accounted f o r by t h r e e f a c t s . F i r s t l y , 

t h e g r e a t e r number o i c e n t r e s a t tnese xeVexs c o u l d , f o r 

s t a t i s t i c a l reasons, show a g r e a t e r random v a r i a t i o n f r o m 

t u e norm. Seconaxy, t h e r e are more cnanges i n s t a t u s 
e 

a t tnese l v e l s of t h e h i e r a r c h y s i n c e t n e p r i m a r y f u n c t i o n , 

o f t h e c e n t r e s i s the p r o v i s i o n 01 convenience gooas which 

i s m a i n l y a f u n c t i o n o i t h e c h a r a c t e r o l the l o c a i p o p u l a t i o n 

i . e . i t s d e n s i t y , d i s t r i b u t i o n , i n c r e a s i n g o r d e c r e a s i n g 

s i z e e t c . T h i r d l y , because ox t h e low s t a t u s 01 these c e n t r e s 
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t h e r e i s an easy d i s t o r t i o n ox t h e t h e o r e t i c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n ; 

t h i s i s c i e a r from t n e e x c e p t i o n a l l y l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n s 

served by t h r e e 01 t h e neighbourhood c e n t r e s because o f 

the presence o f a c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e i n each. 

The h i e r a r c h y as determined by t h e p r o v i s i o n o f c e n t r a l 

p l a c e f u n c t i o n s i s , t h e r e f o r e , im broad agreement w i t h 

d a t a o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h t h e consumer survey. Besides the 

sampling e r r o r o f t h e consumer survey, d i i f e r e n c e s are t o 

a l a r g e e x t e n t due t o t h e s c a l e 01 t h e d a t a used i n t h e 

c a l c u l a t i o n o f c e n t r a l ! o y scores and t h e h i e r a r c h i c a l 

c l a s s i i i c a t i o n 01 c e n t r e s . Any d a t a s h o r t 01 act.uai t u r n o v e r 

must o f n e c e s s i t y c o n t a i n a c e r t a i n degree of i n a c c u r a c y ; 

01 t e n i t i s necessary t o s u b - d i v i d e t u r n o v e r i n t o one or 

more OJ. i t s component p a r t s f o r t h e ;proper. comparison o f 

c e n t r e s , e.g. convenience goous, d u r a b l e gooas, c i o t h i n g 

etc.. F u r t h e r , any d a t a t h a t seex t o c i t i s s i i y a wiu.e range 

or c e n t r e s can do so o n i y on a l i m i t e d b a s i s and any 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n wnich seeks t o summarise t h e d i v e r s e elements 

t h a t are p r e s e n t i n any c e n t r e i n t o one 'score' must c o n t a i n 

an element OJ. e r r o r . The i n a c c t i r a c i e s o f t h e i n d e x o f 

c e n t r a i i t y uaed i n t n i s s t u d y are m a i n l y t h e r e s u n 01: 

^a) a d i s r e g a r d o i s i z e o f e s t a b l i s h m e n t s and 01 f i o o r s p a c e 

i n each c e n t r e . The number and type o f e s t a b l i s h m e n t 



are c l e a r i y :not s o p h i s t i c a t e d enough f o r the 

c o m p u t a t i o n o f an a c c u r a t e c e n t r a l i t y s c o r e , 

( b j the a r b i t r a r y v a m e s of the w e i g h t i n g scores which 

were applied, t o t h e number o f non-food shops, 

( c ) the d i s t o r t i o n of c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

on t h e l o w e s t l e v e l s 01 the h i e r a r c h y . 

The f a c t t h a t t h e r e was a c l e a r c o r r e l a t i o n between 

t h e i e v e i s 01 the h i e r a r c h y and t h e number 01 consumers 

served i s i m p o r t a n t . F i r s t of a l l , t h i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t 

t h e r e i s s u b s t a n t i a l evidence t h a t b o t h t e c h n i q u e s are 

p o t e n t i a l l y v e r y u s e f u l ana secondly, i t i n d i c a t e s t h a t 

t h e c o n c l u s i o n s drawn from t n i s s t u d y are a i s o v a i i d and 

of wide a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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Table A.18 

% of England and Wales population l i v i n g in County Durham at each 
census i n 19th century 

Census year $ 
1801 1.68 

11 1.63 i t 
21 1.61 ^ g 

U r-t 
O «3 31 1.72 

41 1.94 "S * 
51 2.18 § § 

O .H 
U O) 
•e c 
_ <H 
R) 0 
Ih a) 
Q IH 

0 <H 

o o 

61 2.53 
71 3.02 E 

81 3.34 
91 3.50 

1901 3.65 

Table A.19 

Growth i n number of coal miners 

Census periods Co. Durham England & Wales 
% % 

1841-51 86 .5 83.9 
51-61 29.6 34.5 
61-71 14.1 8.7 
71-81 56.4 41.2 

81-91 23.2 35.7 
91-01 22.7 24 .7 

1901-11 46 .0 36.4 
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Table A.20 

Net % gain ( + ) or loss (-) in Migration 

Decennial Periods Chester Reg. 
D i s t r i c t 

Houghton 
Reg.Dis. 

Co.Durham E. & Wales. 

1851-61 + 11.0 - 5.6 +11.5 -0.5 

1861-71 - 2.4 - 0.1 +15.2 -0.4 

1871-81 + 5«0 + 5.3 + 3.1 -0.5 

1881-91 - 4.8 -10.5 - 2.3 -2.3 

1891-1901 - 0.1 -13.5 - 1.2 -0.2 

1901-1911 + 6.1 + 1.1 - 3.1 -1.5 

Table A.21 

% of Durham born 
people enumerated 
in the County 

% of enumerated 
population born i n the 
County 

% Census Years % 
? 1841 75.4 

85.7 1851 67.9 

84 .3 1861 67.6 

84 .5 1871 65.5 

84 .8 1881 67.6 

84 .2 1891 71.1 

83.8 1901 74.5 

78.5 1911 77.5 
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Table A. 22 

County Durham - Birthplaces of enumerated population 

1861 
% 

Co. Dutham 67.6 

Yorkshire 7.2 

Northumberland 9.4 

Cumberland 1.5 

Westmorland 0.4 

Rest of England and Wales 5.0 

Ireland 5.4 

Scotland 2.7 

Foreign 0.8 

100.0 



Table A. 23 

1891 

% distribution of tenement s i z e s 

1 room 

2 rooms 

3 rooms 

4 rooms 

5 rooms or more 

Durham 

5.6 

31.2 

22.0 

20.7 

20.5 

E. & W 
% 

4.7 

11.4 

12.3 

23.9 

47.7 

100.0 100.0 
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Table A. 24 

1911 

Composition of family s i z e s i n Co. Durham in r e l a t i o n to similar 
counties." i n E. & Wales 

No. of persons per family 
LESS THAN FOUR 4-6 persons over 6 persons 
(LOWEST) (HIGHEST) (HIGHEST) 

% % 

Glamorgan 29.5 Glamorgan 46.6 Glamoragan 23.9 

Monmouth 31.1 Stafford 45.7 Monmouth 23.7 

Durham 32.0 Durham 45.4 Durham 22.6 

Monmouth 45 .2 — 
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Table A.26 

1861 

Males per 10,000 of t o t a l p o p ulation 

Age Gps. 
y e a r s 

C h e s t e r Tp. Houghton Tp. Che s t e r 
Reg.Dis. 

Houghton Co.Durham 
Reg.Dis. 

£.& \ 

0-4 717 746 - 776 763 776 675 

5-14 IO65 1250 1251 1276 1185 1112 

15-24 1032 899 1075 942 980 906 

24^34 800 629 743 692 777 696 

35-44 524 516 548 538 575 569 

45-54 415 412 389 393 395 421 

55-64 226 276 245 254 235 281 

65+ 246 204 152 196 153 210 

TOTAL 5025 4932 5179 5054 5076 4870 



Table A. 27 

1 9 H 
Coal miners as % of occupied males aged 10 y e a r s or more 

Urban D i s t r i c t of % 

S t a n l e y 78.8 

A n n f i e l d P l a i n 77«1 

T a n f i e l d 75-3 

Ryton 72.7 

Hetton 72.3 

Houghton l e Spring 62.7 

Blaydon 62.0 

C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t 61.0 

* 
B e n f i e l d s i d e 23«0 

• 
Consett 13*8 

Consett I r o n Works account f o r the low proportion 
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Table B .27 

1951 Occupations of those employed i n 

Ches t e r l e S t r e e t U.D. 
males females 

Houghton l e Spring U.D. 
Males females 

A g r i c u l t u r e 

Mining 

Manufacture 

B u i l d i n g & C.Eng. 

Transport & 
Communication 

D i s t r i b u t i v e 
Trades 

P r o f e s s i o n a l & 
S c i e n t i f i c s e r v . 

Other s e r v i c e s 

0.5 

41.9 

8.7 

8.8 

14.9 

8.3 

12.7 

4,2 

0.3 

0.5 

33.3 

0.7 

6.0 

22.7 

20.8 

15.7 

2.0 

47.6 

11.1 

9.8 

9.4 

7.5 

8.7 

3.9 

1.0 

1.8 

22.8 

0.3 

5.6 

28.4 

19.2 

20.9 

TOTAL employed 5,296 2,235 6,756 1,843 



• 366. 
Table B .28 

Employment - Workplace and Residence 

Ch 
Out-movement 

1951 
e s t e r l e S t r . 

* 
Houghton l e Spr. 

% 

1961 
Chester l e S t r . 

% 
Houghton l e Spr 

% 

% age of occupied 
r e s i d e n t s i n 
employment working 
elsewhere 

" males 
" females 

4 2 . 1 

43.0 

39.1 

41.3 

40 . 8 

43.0 

44.9 

45.5 

43.1 

41.8 

39.2 

49.7 

In-movement 
% age of workers 
r e s i d e n t elsewhere 

" males 
" females 

42 . 1 

38.3 

50.9 

19,9 

18.2 

26.0 

39.9 

35.2 

49.6 

23.9 

23.8 

24.5 

Job R a t i o 
Employment i n are a 
as % age 
of occupied 
r e s i d e n t s 

" males 
" females 

94.8 

8 7 o 

118.1 

69.4 

69.O 

71.0 

91-3 

83.5 

112.8 

76.4 

79.6 

66.7 

Females as % age 
of t o t a l working 
i n the U.D. 29.7 31.4 32.6 21.2 



Table B .29 

Chester l e S t r e e t U.D. - Employment 
Resident i n U.D. but working elsewhere 

Males Females 
1951 
% 

1961 
% 

1951 
% 

1961 
% 

C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t R.D. 56.4 52.1 33.3 37.9 

Gateshead 8.4 9.7 19.1 16.I 

Durham M.B. 3.8 4.7 7.8 11.5 

S t a n l e y U.D. 5.0 4.7 2.2 3.4 

Houghton l e Spring U.D, 1.2 3.1 1.8 2.3 

Sunderland C.B. 2.2 2.3 1.4 1.1 

Durham R.D. 2.2 2.3 0.4 1.1 

Rest of Co.Durham 6.7 6.3 5.3 3.6 

Newcastle 11.5 13.2 27.1 21.8 

Rest of Northumberland 1.0 0.8 1.2 1.2 

Rest of England & Wales 1.6 0.8 0.4 -
TOTAL 2,604 2,570 739* 870' 

* Based on 10% sample 

Table B .29 contd.. 



Table B .29 (contd..) 
Working i n the U.D. but r e s i d e n t elsewhere 

Males 
1951 
% 

1961 
% 

Females 
1951 1961 
96 % 

C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t R.D. 63.I 59.6 56.7 71.7 

Durham M.B 2.8 3.6 1.1 1.8 

S t a n l e y U.D. 2.8 2.4 7.8 2.6 

Houghton U.D. 6.0 5.4 15.0 8.8 

Washington U.D. 1.2 1.8 1.6 1.8 

L a n c h e s t e r R.D. 1.8 2.4 1.8 3 .5 

Durham R.D. 7.8 2.4 3.3 4.4 

R e s t of Co. Durham 7.5 12.8 11.4 5.4 

Newcastle 2.8 5.4 0.7 -
R e s t of Northumberland 1.2 3.0 0.5 -
Rest of England & Males 3.0 1.2 0.1 -

TOTAL 2,031 1,660 1,138 1,130 

* Based on 10% sample 



Table B.gO 

Houghton l e Spring - Employment 

Resident i n U . D , but working elsewhere 

Males 
1951 1961 

% % 

Females 
1951 1961 

% % 

Sunderland C.B. 12.0 17.3 33.3 54.1 

Hetton U.D. 13.3 15.3 4.6 1.4 

Washington U.D. 8.3 10.0 16.9 13.7 

Durham M.B. 2.1 5.8 5.6 3.4 

C h e s t e r R.D. 39.3 22.8 5.3 4.8 

Sunderland R.D. 7.2 7.0 3.5 2.0 

C h e s t e r U.D. 3.1 2.5 15.3 6.8 

Rest of Co.Durham 10.0 13.5 6.3 6.3 

Northumberland 3.8 3.9 7.7 6.8 

Rest of England & Wales 0.9 1.9 1.5 0.7 

TOTAL 3,998 3,590* 1,115 1,460 

* Based on 10% sample 

Table B .30 contd.. 



Table B .30 (contd...) 

Working i n U.D. but r e s i d e n t elsewhere 

Males 
1951 1961 

Sunderland C.B. 

Hetton U.D. 

Washington U.D. 

Durham M.B. 

Ches t e r U.D. 

Che s t e r R.D. 

Sunderland R.D. 

Durham R.D. 

Res t of Co. Durham 

16.1 

37.9 

3.6 

1.9 

2.5 

13.8 

l l . l 

4.0 

8.0 

19.1 

3.5 

6.4 

* 

4.6 

23.1 

11.6 

12.1 

15.0 

Females 
1951 1961 
% % 

10.4 8.3 

48.8 2.1 

2.3 6.2 

0.4 * 
2.7 4.2 

13.8 16.7 

6.9 12.5 

4.0 12.5 

10.1 35«4 

Northumberland 

Re s t of England & Wales 

TOTAL 

1.1 4.6 0.6 2.1 

* * 
1,232 1,730 480 480 

* Based on 10% sample 



Table B.31 

North Lodge E s t a t e - A l l employed persons 
P r e v i o u s r e s i d e n c e 

Chester l e S t r e e t U.D. 

Che s t e r l e S t r e e t R.D. 

Newcastle 

Gateshead 

Rest of Tyneside 

Durham M.B. 

Sunderland 

Rest of Co.Durham 

Others 

C h e s t e r l e S t r . 
% 

15.6 

20.5 

18.9 

18.0 

9.0 

1.6 

1.6 

4.9 

9.9 

elsewhere 
% 

39.4 

27.3 

12.1 

6.1 

3.0 

3.0 

9.1 

TOTAL 
% 

20.7 

21.9 

17.4 

15.5 

7.7 

1.9 

1.3 

3.9 

9-7 

TOTAL 122 33 155 
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Appendix 

• The sur v e y was c a r r i e d O U T i n flay/June 19&5• 1 ' n e 

sample o.t .tiousenoxas was chosen randomly fro m v a l u a t i o n l i s t s 

i n t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s o f the area. The V a l u a t i o n l i s t 

was cunsiu.ered p r e f e r a b l e t o the e l e c t o r a l R e g i s t e r f o r t h e 

f o l l o w i n g reasons: 

houseHoias were t o be c l a s s i f i e d by types or houses occupied 

and t n i s was r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e V a l u a t i o n L i s t 

( b ) o n l y p r i v a t e householus were t o be i n d u c t e d and. the V a l u a t i o n 

L i s t f a c i l i t a t e d t h e e x c l u s i o n of h o t e l s e t c . 

The number o f hoxisetiolds to be i n c l u d e d i n the sample was 

dependent on tinree f a c t o r s 

(a) t h e area t o be surveyed 

( b ) t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f the survey area 

( c ) a ma.nageable sample s i z e . 

The survey area was chosen and 'was found zo c o n t a i n 90,167 • 3• 3^y 
' - . .. s 

p r i v a t e housenolds i n 19bl. . A manageable sample s i z e was 

reckoned t o be i n t h e r e g i o n o f 3*000 housenolas. 

The a c t u a l sample p r o p o r t i o n i n eacn p a r i s h o r ward was 

decided by an a r b i t r a r y s c a l e . The sample p r o p o r x i o n decreased 

l o g a r i t h m i c a l l y f r o m 107<> f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e U n i t s w i t h 100 

households t o 2.^-/0 f o r those w i t h 3>000 households. y i n c e t n e r e 

was no way o f e s t i m a t i n g what t h e minimum sample s i z e s h o u l d have 

b e e n . i c was decided t h a t t h e aDove s c a l e would o f f e r a s a t i s f a c t o r y 
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sample s i z e i n both the s m a l l and l a r g e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s . 

The survey was c a r r i e d out w i t h t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n o f s e v e r a l 

schools i n t h e area - indeed w i t h o u t t h e i r h e i p t h e survey 

c o u l d n o t have been c a r r i e d out on t h e same s c a l e . Grammar 

schools were f i r s t approached, p a r t l y f o r t h e g r e a t e r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

o f t h e p u p i l s b u t e s p e c i a l l y because o f t h e wide d i s t r i b u t i o n 

o f t h e p u p i l s ' homes. To ensure a f a i r c o n t r o l on the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n and c o l l e c t i o n o f t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e s i t was 

t n o u g h t necessary t o l i m i t t h e number o f s c h o o l s . I n c e r t a i n 

areas wnich were n o t a d e q u a t e l y covered by Grammar schools o r 

wnose Grammar scn o o l s r e f u s e d t o c o o p e r a t e , a s s i s t a n c e was 

o b t a i n e d f r o m the l o c a l Secondary Modern Schools. I n a l l 

s c h o o l s t h e survey was c a r r i e d out w i t h t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f e i t h e r 

t h e headmaster or the Geography master and t h e t h i r d anfl f o u r t h 

forms were g e n e r a l l y used* 

I n t e r v i e w Method 

Each s c h o o l was asked t o draw up a l i s t o f v o l u n t e e r s ' 

addresses and each v o l u n t e e r was g i v e n a b a t c h o f n o t more t h a n 

10 q u e s t i o n n a i r e s w i t h ad.aresses t h a t were f o r t h e most p a r t 

w i t h i n a q u a r t e r o f a m i l e from t h e i r home - i n s e v e r a l cases 

the home address was a l r e a d y i n c l u d e d i n t h e sample. 

V o l u n t e E r s were asked t o have the form completed i n 

t h e i r presence - t h e form o f the q u e s t i o n n a i r e was simple enough 

t o be w i t h i n the c a p a b i l i t y o f a l l v o l u n t e e r s . I n s t r u c t i o n s 



373 

were p r i n t e d a t the hack o f each q u e s t i o n n a i r e and t h e v o l u n t e e r s 

were f u r t h e r " b r i e f e d by the masber i n charge. The main 

d i f f i c u l t y was i n f i n d i n g someone a t home; the v o l u n t e e r s were, 

t h e r e f o r e , s p e c i a l l y as2<ed n o t t o push the form t h r o u g h t h e 

l e t t e r boxes i n cases where no one was a t home b u t t o c a l l 

a t l e a s t t h r e e times b e f o r e g i v i n g up. I n o r d e r t o ensure 

an a d e q u a t e l y h i g h response r a t e (due t o the a l r e a d j - low sampie) 

v o l u n t e e r s were asked t o a t t e m p t , a f t e r t h e t n i r d u n s u c c e s s f u l 

c a l l t o have t h e form f i l l e d i n a t t h e n e a r e s t a v a i l a b l e house 

w i t h an a p p r o p r i a t e mark t o i n d i c a t e t h e new address ( s u b s t i t u t e 

households were i n v a r i a b l y one or two houses away). F i n a l l y 

each v o l u n t e e r was asked t o have a f o r m f i l l e d i n a t h i s own 

home. 

Response 

The number o f households i n t h e f i n a l sample was 3»076 -

about t w e n t y o f these were n o t d i s t r i b u t e d e i t h e r because t h e address 

c o u l d n o t be found or were i s o l a t e d farms. About 2,800 

were d i s t r i b u t e d t o t h e c o - o p e r a t i n g schools and t h e r e s t were 

done by m y s e l f . 

The number o f completed q u e s t i o n n a i r e s was 2,830 which 

i n c l u d e d t h e homes o f v o l u n t e e r s ( a b o u t 300) and s u b s t i t u t e 

households (a b o u t $00) but excludes those q u e s t i o n n a i r e s t h a t 

were judged t o be u n s a t i s f a c t o r y - these were o f t e n t h e work o f 

a p a r t i c u l a r p u p i l and i n s e v e r a l cases the homes were r e v i s i t e d . 
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The completed forms were 92% of the o r i g i n a l sample t o t a l but 

over 2Qffo of the completed forms were volunteers' homes or 

s u b s t i t u t e addresses. 'The 'actual' response r a t e was theref o r e 

about !Oft>. There was no reason to suspect that the i n c l u s i o n 

of s u b s t i t u t e and volunteer households would cause any bias 

and. so they were considered i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from the other 

households i n a l l subsequent analyses. 

The response r a t e v a r i e d by area and by type of household. 

I n no a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t , however, was the number or completed 

forms- allowed to drop below ICffo of the sample t o t a l - t h i s was 

used as a minimum response l e v e l . Households i n the lowest 

valued, p r i v a t e houses (Grade 3) had the lowest response r a t e -

65?i>; while households i n the other three types of houses snowed 

much the same response r a t e - about 95/°. The above d i s p a r i t y 

i s due to three f a c t o r s 

(a) many of the Grade 3 houses had been demolished i n slum clearances 

or were vacant 

(b) the high p r o p o r t i o n of older people i n Grade 3 houses 

e s p e c i a l l y widows - as a r e s u l t there was a high r e f u s a l r a t e 

and many u n s a t i s f a c t o r i l y completed forms 

(c) the bias towards the other houses by the i n c l u s i o n of 

volunteers' homes. As a r e s u l t tnough Grade 3 households 

formed 2yfb of the o r i g i n a l sample they formed only 21fo of 

completed forms. 
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Table C.22 
Expenditure on each questionnaire item 

Item s h i l l i n g s / a v e r a g e household/year 

weekly groceries 

"butcher's meat 

TOTAL FOOD 

Women's c l o t h i n g 

F u r n i t u r e 

Men's c l o t h i n g 

Hardware 

Shoes - -

T.V.sets 

Chemist goods 

Children's c l o t h i n g 

Kitchen appliances 

cycles/prams 

2954 

1130 

4064 

674 

547 

414 

340 

332 

276 

268 

204 

172 

44 

TOTAL Duraule goods 3381 
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Comparison 01 survey r e s u l t s w i t h the 
Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n . 

I t has already been noted t h a t f o r several reasons 

d i r e c t comparison between the turnover suggested by tne survey 

and the published f i g u r e s f o r the Census of D i s t r i b u t i o n was 

not f e a s i b l e (see page 202 ) . Limited comparison i s , however, 

possible on a compromise basis i . e . the average number of 

households by each area or centre can be transformed i n t o 

turnover using the p^r household, expenditure c a l c u l a t e d from the 

Census or D i s t r i b u t i o n f o r the Northern Region. 

Table C.24 shows the adjusted turnover ( f o r non-response) 

"in 196l and the estimated turnover from the survey data. 

I n f o r m a t i o n i s given only f o r durable goods and i s r e s t r i c t e d 

to urban and r u r a l d i s t r i c t s ; the f i r s t because the survey i s 

less accurate i n d e t e c t i n g food expenditure and the second 

because of the form or the published f i g u r e s * 

For many reasons d i f f e r e n c e s are to be expected between 

the estimated and actual (adjusted) turnover i n each area. 

B r i e f l y these d i f f e r e n c e s may a,rise from: 

(a) sampling v a r i a t i o n from the norm 

(b) the incompleteness of the questionnaire - the omission of 

c e r t a i n less important goods may cause ah underestimation of 

a p a r t i c u l a r area's turnover e.g. i n the lower order centres 

(c ) the exclusion of chance purchases made by households from 

beyond the survey area 
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(d) v a r i a t i o n s i n the expenditure oi" housenolds of d i i f e r e n t 
s o c i a l class 

(e) v a r i a t i o n s i n the non-response rate or the Census f o r 

the d i f f e r e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s 

( f ) changes i n population since 1961 - the new housing estates 

a f f e c t the percentages of turnover t h a t i s r e t a i n e d by 

the lewal centres. 

A l l i n a i l i t snould be expected t h a t estimated turnover 

would be up to 10fo less than the actua l turnOver f o r 1961 

i n most areas - a l l o w i n g f o r some of the above f a c t o r s . 

Table G.2A shows t h a t of the ten a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s t r i c t s 

f i v e had estimated turnovers of between 87% and 103% of the 

actual turnover. There were three d i s t r i c t s between 74 and 

80% and two e x c e p t i o n a l l y high d i s t r i c t s w i t h 142% and 183%. 

Estimated turnover f o r Chester i e S t r e e t , Consett, 

Houghton l e Spring, Stanley and Chester l e S t reet R.D. are 

reasonably near the actua l turnover. The underestimation f o r 

the f i r s t f o u r areas may be due to the import of casual trade 

from beyond the survey area; f o r instance Chester l e Street and 

Houghton l e Spring can be expected to have been most a f f e c t e d 

by the exclusion of trade from beyond the survey area while 

Stanley w i l l have been a f f e c t e d l e a s t . Chester l e Street's 

n o d a i i t y would enable i t to draw on customers from areas l i k e 
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Durham and parts of Brandon U.D. to the south west; i n the 

case of Houghton !e Spring a small p a r t or i t s trade area 

was i n a d v e r t e n t l y excluded i . e . the area to the south-east 

(see F i g . B.15 ) • 

Hetton (747°)> Blaydon (75?0 and Washington (BCf/o) are 

f a r below the sample e r r o r range. I n a l l three areas there 

i s a large outflow of trade to the r e g i o n a l centres and the 

survey would probably underestimate the l o c a l turnover. I n 

the case of Hetton L'.D. a f u r t h e r f a c t o r i s the exclusion of 

the area immediately to the south - the same area th a t i s 

a t t r a c t e d to Houghton l e Spring. I n Blaydon the low estimated 

turnover was probably caused by 

(a) the exclusion of trade a t t r a c t e d from outside the survey 

ar e a e.g. Wh i ckham 

(b) the e f f e c t s of the redevelopment of the shopping centre 

which was begun a f t e r I96I and was i n progress at the time 

of the survey. 

Estimated turnover f o r Ryton U.D. ( l4?$)and Lanchester 

R.D. (183$) are e x c e p t i o n a l l y higher than the actua l turnover. 

I n both areas the 19&>1 turnover i s so low that the non-response 

element may be considerable - i n f a c t the non-response r a t e 

was higher f o r smaller r e t a i l establishments, the types which 

would be found i n these centres. I n Ryton U.D. the high 

estimated turnover i s almost c e r t a i n l y because of increased 
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turnover i n the loca_i. shopping centres - the new block of shops 

opened i n Ryton i n l a t e 19b0 and the increased turnover of 

the radio and T .7 . shop at Crawcrook which has expanded 

considerably since the census date ( p r i v a t e communication) -

the importance of such small increases would have considerable 

a f f e c t on the already small turnover of 1961. 

I n Lanchester H..D. Langley Park (Esh Parish) contains 40% 

of the population and 7;$ (estimated) of the r e t a i l turnover. 

Langley Park i s an old d e c l i n i n g mining v i l l a g e and 95% of the 

sampled population l i v e d i n Grade 3 (mostly N.C.B. houses) 

and council houses. The consumer o r i e n t a t i o n or these households 

i s very l o c a l i z e d but i t i s also c l e a r t h a t the a c t u a l 

expenditure of the households i s less than the average f o r a l l 

households - p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r durable goods. (The estimated 

turnover f o r food was v i r t u a l l y the same as t h a t of the Census). 

There was, t h e r e f o r e , an o v e r a l l s i m i l a r i t y between 

turnover based on the survey and t h a t of the Census of 

D i s t r i b u t i o n . This i s an important check on the v a l i d i t y 

of tne questionnaire answers and hence the d i s c i s s i o n of the 

nature or the hierarchy of centres presented i n t h i s t h e s i s . 
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The Ryton/Blaydon Area 

The Ryton/Blaydon area has already been noted as an 

exceptional area. This was because of the d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 

high percentage of durable goods expenditure a t t r a c t e d to 

I ;[e\reastie. The reason f o r t h i s i s the absence of a shopping 

gooas centre i n the area,; as a r e s u l t Newcastle a t t r a c t s a 

large p r o p o r t i o n of the lower order gooas expenditure. The 

question raised i s why i s there no shopping goods centre i n 

the area and what i s the l i k e l i h o o d of one e s t a b l i s h i n g i t s e l f 

i n the f u t u r e . This i s e s s e n t i a l l y a question of a c c e s s i b i l i t y 

and the density ana d i s t r i b u t i o n of population. 

The two urban d i s t r i c t s have a combined population of 

about 45»000 w i t h a d e n s i t y of j u s t over 3 persons per acre -

t h i s i s about the average f o r smaller urban d i s t r i c t s i n North 

Durham, The area i s bounded on three sides by r i v e r s -

t o the n o r t h by the Tyne and to the south and east by the 

Derwent; on the f o u r t h side (west) there i s an eievated, 

t h i n l y populated and predominantly r u r a l area. See Fig.A. 1. 

A population of 45>000 could serve as the minimum f o r a 

major shopping centre and would be adequate f o r a small shopping 

centre - provided t h a t i t were possible f o r the centre to be 

located i n a c e n t r a l ple.ce so as to minimize t r a v e l and so 

maximi?je i t s a t t r a c t i v e power. Because of the p h y s i c a l 

i s o l a t i o n of the area ( r e l i e f and r i v e r s ) there would be l i t t l e 

http://ple.ce
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loss of trade to competing centres other than the r e g i o n a l 

centre. 

R e l i e f and economic (mining h i s t o r y ) f a c t o r s have, however, 

prevented the growth of a shopping goods centre and instead 

there i s an u n p a r a l l e l e d occurrence of two suburban centres, 

four small suburban centres and several neighbourhood centres 

to serve the 8 or 9 settlements i n the area. 

R e l i e f f a c t o r s 

I n the centre of the area tnere i s a ridge of high 

ground, which f a l l s o f f to the n o r t h , south and east. S t r a d d l i n g 

t h i s r i d g e are three of the settlements: Greenside, High 

S.pen and Chopwell. On the low l y i n g land e n c i r c l i n g t h i s rid.ge 

l i e s Crawcrook, Ryton, C r o o k h i i l , Rowlands G i l l and Blaydon/ 

V/inlaton. The f a v o u r a b i l i t y of elevated ground ( t h i c k e r seams) 

i n the e a r l y stages of mining development encouraged the 

fragmentation of the settlement p a t t e r n . 

As a r e s u l t of r e l i e f f a c t o r s there i s generally a low 

a c c e s s i b i l i t y from one settlement t o another. For instance, 

the distance from Chopwell to Blaydon (the largest centre i n the 

area) i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e i s 5 miles, the time taken by bus i s 

30 minutes; by a devious route i t i s only 10 minutes more to 

Newcastle. Again, Rowlands G i l l i s j u s t over three miles from 

Blaydon and 8 miles from Newcastle (by road); there i s an 

infrequent bus service to Blaydon and the time taken i s 15 

minutes, to N e w c a s t l e i t i s only 20 minutes and there are several 
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buses per hour. 

There i s , i n f a c t , no common accessible p o i n t throughout 

the area. Blaydon i s the largest centre and seems to be the 

most l i k e l y growth centre but i t s remote s i t u a t i o n i n the n o r t h ­

east of the area severely r e s t r i c t s i t s growth p o t e n t i a l . 

The d i f f i c u l t y of access to Blaydon and the r e l a t i v e l y easy 

route beyond i t to Newcastle are unfavouraole f a c t o r s . As a 

r e s u l t Newcastle draws a higher than normal percentage of 

durable oods expenditure from the whole of t n i s area. The 

r e l i e f and road layout suggest a f u n n e l l i n g i n t o Newcastle and 

the area has probaoly been dominated by the re g i o n a l cenxre f o r 

a long time. At the present time there seems to be an 

increase i n Newcastle's i n f l u e n c e . This i s suggested by the 

growing commuterization of the area by Tynesiders, the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a t t e r n 01 r e t a i l i n g w i t h a greater c e n t r a l i z a t i o n 

i n the towns and the increased m o b i l i t y of consumers. 
Table C.23 shows the percentage of durable goods expenditure t h a t 

i s a t t r a c t e d to Newcastle. 



Table 0.23 

fo of durable goods expenditure 
Newcastle 

Ryton/Blaydon Wards Ro ad 
Distance 

< 

Blaydon 5 miles 71.5 

Winlaton 5 miles 74.9 

C r o o k h i l l 6 miles 75.6 

Ryton 7 miles 70.5 

Orawerook 8 miles 64.3 

Rowlands G i l l 8 miles 76.5 

Ryton Woodside 8 miles 81.1 

High Spen 10 miles 66.6 

Chopwell 12 miles 60.1 

a t t r a c t e d to 

Worm f o r t h i s 
distance 

62.1 

60.1 

55-8 

46.2 

37.8 

38..0 



TABLE C.24 

Turnover i n Durable goods 

(a) 
Survey 
£' ooo 

Hetton U.D. 377 

Blaydon U.D. 54-9 

Washington U.D. 482 

C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t U.D.1,936 

907 Houghton l e 
Spring U.D. 

Consett U.D. 

S t a n l e y U.D, 

Ryton U.D. 

1,884 

2f133 

252 

C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t R.D. 4-30 

Lan c h e s t e r R.D. 203 

( b ) ( a d j u s t e d ) 
Census 
£' 000 

510 

729 

604 

2,216 

1,024 

2,010 

2,213 

177 

419 

111 

r x 100 
b 

74% 

75% 

80% 

87% 

89% 

94% 

96% 

142% 

103% 

183% 



3S5 
Table C.25 

Percentage spent on Durable goods a t the r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s 
a t each mi l e - d i s t a n c e 

M i l e s Srade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 C o u n c i l A l l Households 

5 m i l e s 83.1 68.4 67.9 65.O 68.8 

6 m i l e s 74.4 63.2 64.1 58.8 63.9 

7 m i l e s 69.0 59.0 54.4 49.4 58.1 

8 m i l e s 67.6 63.I 61.5 47.2 57.8 

9 m i l e s 54.6 40.8 36.4 35.9 39.7 

10 m i l e s 62.4 53.9 37.0 30.0 37.8 

11 m i l e s 54,8 34.0 29.1 33.3 36.1 

12 m i l e s 60.0 41.2 40.0 32.1 38.0 

13 m i l e s 52.3 42.9 29.6 26.9 33.6 

14 m i l e s 44.9 36.2 31.3 36.1 36.5 

15 m i l e s + 41.4 29.8 25.9 29.9 29.9 

A l l H'holds 64.9 50.1 47.3 43.0 48.8 



Table C.26 

Percentage of households purchasing each item a t the 
r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s 

Items Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Co u n c i l A l l Households 

Women's c l o t h i n g 84.2 71.1 69.5 66.3 70.8 

J e w e l l e r y 83.O 72.0 68.1 63.4 69.6 

C h i l d r e n ' s 
c l o t h i n g 

75.8 60.8 6O.7 58.4 62.3 

Men's- c l o t h i n g 74.2 60.8 59.5 52.7 59.3 

F u r n i t u r e 82.2 6O.3 56.2 49.8 58.4 

Shoes 66.8 48.8 41.7 38.9 45.7 

Cycles/prams 58.9 49.0 41.7 35.3 43.3 

K i t c h e n App. 50.5 37.1 34.8 30.1 36.1 

Hardware 48.2 28.8 24.1 19.7 27.0 

T.V.Sets 37.5 25.8 24.6 20.3 25.0 

Chemist goods 7 .4 5.1 3.1 2.9 4.0 

A l l Durable Goods 64.9 50.1 47.3 43.0 48.8 



Table C.27 
387 

Percentage of households purchasing each item a t convenience goods c e n t r e s 
i . e . 'B' and lower 

Items Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 C o u n c i l A l l Households 

Women•s c1oth ing 2.5 6.3 8.0 8.3 7.0 

J e w e l l e r y 1.5 6.2 4.7 5.2 4.5 

C h i l d r e n ' s 
c l o t h i n g 

3-7 7.4 8.0 7.5 7.0 

Men's c l o t h i n g 2.8 7.5 7.8 7.9 7.0 

F u r n i t u r e 0.6 7.0 8.6 8.6 7.0 

Shoes 5.7 14.7 18.3 17.3 15.3 

Cycles/Prams 2.8 9.3 8.7 12.0 9.1 

K i t c h e n App. 2.0 12.9 12.3 14.3 10.8 

Hardware 10.3 27.3 27.9 29.4 25.5 

T.V. s e t s 11.3 21.6 26.1 21.7 21.2 

Chemist goods 33.6 52.9 55.8 51.8 50.0 

A l l Durable goods 6.5 14.7 16.4 16.0 14.3 
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Table C . 3 1 

The percentage of custom spent i n ( a ) C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t and 
(b) a l l major shopping c e n t r e s ( i n c l u d i n g C h e s t e r l e S t r e e t ) , 
by households a t each s u c c e s s i v e mile d i s t a n c e * 

G r o c e r i e s Meats Chemist goods K i t c h e n appliance! 
C h e s t e r 

% 
Co G« S« 
% 

C h e s t e r 
% 

Co c« s* 
% 

C h e s t e r 
% 

c.c.s. C h e s t e r c.c .s . 

1 mile 9 4 . 5 8 7 . 4 9 3 . 9 8 2 . 6 9 8 . 1 8 7 . 4 8 5 . 8 7 8 . 6 

1 - 2 mile 65.O 5 6 . 7 6 2 . 5 4 4 . 2 6 5 . 0 5 6 . 3 6 9 . 8 7 0 . 1 

2 - 3 8 3 4 . 8 3 4 . 4 2 6 . 6 2 6 . 8 3 6 . 4 3 8 . 1 3 8 . 2 40.8 

3 - 4 " 9 . 2 8 . 8 6 . 2 6 . 6 7 . 4 7 . 8 2 8 . 9 2 3 . 5 

4 - 5 " 2 . 5 3 . 9 1 . 9 2 . 2 1 . 3 3 . 1 5 . 9 7 . 8 

5 - 6 " - 1 . 0 0 . 4 0 . 4 - 1 . 0 1 . 6 1 . 8 

T.V. S e t s Cycles/Prams Hardware Shoes 

1 mile 7 4 . 1 7 7 . 4 7 7 . 9 7 0 . 3 8 0 . 9 7 8 . 6 6 0 . 4 6 6 . 2 

i - 2 mile 5 8 . 0 6 6 . 0 5 6 . 3 6 7 . 1 64.8 6 2 . 5 4 9 . 0 5 3 . 8 

2 * 3 " 2 9 . 7 38.9 2 2 . 7 3 3 . 1 3 3 . 9 3 5 . 4 2 8 . 4 2 8 e 0 

3 - 4 " 1 5 . 9 2 0 . 1 1 1 . 5 1 3 . 8 1 3 . 4 1 1 . 7 1 3 . 0 1 3 . 0 

4-5 " 3 . 8 6 . 8 4 . 4 7 . 1 4 . 0 6 . 9 4 . 1 6 . 0 

5 - 6 » 1 . 5 2 . 7 0 . 7 3 . 9 1 . 5 1 . 7 1 . 1 2 . 1 

F u r n i t u r e Men's C l o t h i n g C h i l d r e n ' s C I . J e w e l l e r y 

1 mile 6 2 . 9 5 7 . 4 6 0 . 2 5 4 . 5 4 4 . 1 46.7 5 6 . 7 3 8 . 2 

1 - 2 m i l e 48.5 49.8 46.3 4 3 . 8 3 2 . 5 4 2 . 8 40.8 3 6 . 2 

2 - 3 " 2 9 . 8 3 0 . 0 34.4 2 8 . 6 2 6 . 6 2 7 . 9 2 9 . 6 2 2 . 4 

3 - 4 « 1 9 . 3 1 5 . 9 2 2 . 0 1 6 . 3 1 1 . 6 9 . 9 1 1 . 1 1 0 . 0 

4 - 5 " 5 . 2 5 . 6 3 . 5 4 . 5 2 . 9 4 . 4 1 . 3 2 . 9 

5 - 6 » 0 . 7 2 . 5 1 . 3 1 . 1 0 . 5 1 . 7 - 1 . 5 

/contd...• 



Table C . 3 1 (contd...) 

C h e s t e r 
% 

C» C ft S a 

% 
C h e s t e r 
% 

c» c« s * 
% 

C h e s t e r 
96 

Co c* s 
% 

Women1s C l o t h i n g Food Durables 

1 m i l e 3 5 . 1 3 6 . 3 9 4 . 4 8 6 . 1 6 2 . 8 6 0 . 0 

1 - 2 mile 2 7 . 6 3 1 . 6 6 4 . 3 5 3 . 3 4 7 . 8 4 9 . 3 

2 - 3 " 1 7 . 5 1 6 . 7 3 2 . 6 3 2 . 3 2 8 . 8 2 9 . 2 

3 - 4 " 8 . 9 7 . 6 8 . 4 8 . 2 1 4 . 7 1 3 . 1 

4 - 5 " 2 . 2 3 . 3 2 . 3 3 . 4 3 . 5 5 . 0 

5-^6 " 1 . 1 0 . 9 0 . 1 0 . 8 1 . 0 1 . 7 



Table C . 5 2 

The average percent of custom spent i n the major shopping c e n t r e s 
by households a t s i x s u c c e s s i v e m i l e r a d i i from the c e n t r e s and a l s o 
the percent of custom spent i n eac h of the competing groups of c e n t r e s 
r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s (R.C.) other shopping c e n t r e s (A's) and convenience 
goods c e n t r e s (B.C.D.) 

G r o c e r i e s Meats 
M.S.C. R.C. A's B.C.D. M.S.C. R.C. A's B.C.D, 

1 m i l e 8 7 . 4 0 . 8 1 . 2 1 0 . 6 8 2 . 6 0 . 5 0 . 7 1 6 . 2 

1 - 2 mile 5 6 . 7 2 . 6 1 . 5 3 9 . 2 4 4 . 2 1 . 5 2 . 0 5 2 . 2 

2 - 3 " 3 4 . 4 1 . 8 6 . 9 5 6 . 9 2 6 . 8 1 . 8 5 . 6 6 5 . 8 

3 - 4 " 8 . 8 2 . 8 2 2 . 4 6 5 . 9 6 . 6 4 . 1 1 6 . 7 7 2 . 5 

4 - 5 " 3 - 9 2 . 4 4 1 . 4 5 2 . 2 2 . 2 2 . 9 3 7 . 0 5 7 . 9 

5 - 6 " 1 . 0 1 . 6 6 4 . 8 3 2 . 6 0 . 4 2 . 0 6 2 . 0 3 6 . 5 

Chemist ; (goods K i t c h e n Appliances 
1 m i l e 8 7 . 4 1 . 3 0 . 5 1 0 . 8 7 8 . 6 1 7 . 6 3 . 4 0 . 4 

1 - 2 mile 5 6 . 3 2 . 4 2 . 0 3 9 . 3 7 0 . 1 1 7 . 4 3 . 8 8 . 7 

2 - 3 " 3 8 . 1 4 . 0 8 . 5 4 9 . 4 4 0 . 8 3 2 . 5 1 2 . 8 1 3 . 9 

3 - 4 " 7 . 8 4 . 5 1 7 . 8 6 9 . 8 2 3 . 5 1 9 . 5 3 9 . 7 1 7 . 3 

4 - 5 " 3 . 1 2 . 9 4 8 . 1 4 5 . 8 7 . 8 2 7 . 6 5 5 . 6 8 . 9 

5 - 6 " 1 . 0 3 . 0 6 6 . 2 2 9 . 8 1 . 8 3 1 . 1 6 2 . 2 4 . 9 

T.V. S e t s Cyc1es/Prams 
1 mile- 7 7 . 4 1 2 . 7 7 . 1 2 . 8 7 0 . 3 2 3 . 1 5 . 8 0 . 8 

1 - 2 mile 6 6 . 0 1 7 . 2 9 . 1 7 . 6 6 7 . I 2 3 . 5 7 . 4 2 . 0 

2 - 3 " 3 8 . 9 1 6 . 4 1 9 . 1 2 5 . 6 3 3 . 1 4 1 . 1 1 7 . 2 8 . 6 

3 - 4 " 2 0 . 1 2 1 . 2 3 9 . 6 1 9 . 1 1 3 . 8 3 4 . 6 3 4 . 6 1 6 . 9 

4 - 5 " 6 . 8 1 9 . 2 6 0 . 3 1 3 . 7 7 . 1 3 8 . 1 4 9 . 3 5 . 5 

5 - 6 " 2 . 7 2 0 . 2 6 6 . 3 1 0 . 8 3 . 9 3 9 . 0 5 2 . 6 4 . 5 

Hardware Shoes 
1 mile 7 8 . 6 1 6 . 7 2 . 6 2 . 1 6 6 . 2 2 9 . 1 3 . 2 1 . 5 

1 - 2 m i l e 6 2 . 5 1 5 . 7 3 . 2 1 8 . 7 5 3 . 8 3 2 . 1 1 . 8 1 2 . 3 

2 - 3 " 3 5 - 4 2 1 . 9 8 . 6 3 4 . 1 2 8 . 0 3 9 . 5 9 . 9 2 2 . 6 

3 - 4 1 1 . 7 2 0 . 1 2 9 . 7 3 8 . 5 1 3 . 0 4 1 . 7 2 4 . 5 2 0 . 8 

4 - 5 " 6 . 9 2 3 . 7 5 1 . 6 1 7 . 8 6 . 0 4 - 3 . 2 38.O 1 2 . 9 

5 - 6 1 1 

1 . 7 2 6 . 5 5 7 . 5 1 4 . 3 2 . 1 4 4 . 3 4 5 . 3 8 . 3 



Table C . 3 2 (contd...) 

F u n n i t u r e Men's C l o t h i n g 
M.S.C. R.C A's B.C.D. M.S.C R.C. A's B.C.D. 

1 m i l e 5 7 . 4 3 8 . 8 3 . 4 0 . 4 5 4 . 5 4 2 . 0 2 . 7 0 . 8 

1 - 2 mile 4 9 . 8 4 2 . 2 2 . 5 5 . 5 4 3 . 8 4 7 . 2 2 . 4 6 . 7 

2 - 3 " 3 0 . 0 4 8 . 0 9 . 6 1 2 . 3 2 8 . 6 5 0 . 4 1 1 . 6 9 . 3 

3 - 4 " 1 5 . 9 4-5.0 2 7 . 4 1 1 . 6 1 6 . 3 4 6 . 9 2 2 . 4 1 4 . 4 

4 - 5 " 5 . 6 5 4 . 4 3 6 . 1 4 . 0 4 . 5 5 6 . 0 3 3 . 0 6 . 5 

5 - 6 " 2 . 5 5 4 . 1 4 0 . 4 3 . 0 l . l 6 1 . 2 3 4 . 2 3 . 5 

C h i l d r e n 1 s C l o t h . J e w e l l e r y 
1 mile 4 6 . 7 4 7 . 3 4 . 5 1 . 5 3 8 . 2 5 9 . 2 2 . 5 -

1 - 2 mile 4 2 . 8 4 9 . 8 4 . 8 2 . 6 3 6 . 2 5 2 . 7 3 . 8 7 . 2 

2 - 3 " 2 7 . 9 5 3 . 6 1 0 . 8 7 . 7 2 2 . 4 6 1 . 1 8 . 5 8 . 0 

3 - 4 " 9 . 9 6 0 . 6 1 9 . 8 9 . 7 1 0 . 0 6 3 . 8 1 8 . 0 8 . 2 

4 - 5 " 4 . 4 6 1 . 6 2 9 . 3 4 . 7 2 . 9 6 8 . 4 2 4 . 0 4 . 7 

5 - 6 » 1 . 7 6 1 . 0 3 3 . 1 4 . 1 1 . 5 7 1 . 5 2 4 . 6 2 . 4 

Women's Clo t h i n g Food 

1 m i l e 3 6 . 3 6 0 . 9 1 . 7 1 . 2 8 6 . 1 0 . 7 1 . 0 1 2 . 2 

1 - 2 m i l e 3 1 . 6 6 0 . 3 2 . 3 5 . 8 5 3 - 3 2 . 3 1 . 6 4 2 . 8 

2 - 3 " 1 7 . 6 6 4 . 2 7 . 8 1 0 . 4 3 2 . 3 1 . 8 6 . 5 5 9 . 4 

3 - 4 " 7 . 6 6 6 . 8 1 1 . 9 1 0 . 5 8 . 2 3 . 1 2 0 . 8 6 7 . 8 

4 - 5 » 3 . 3 7 0 . 0 2 1 . 1 5 . 6 3 . 4 2 . 5 4 0 . 2 5 3 . 8 

5 - 6 " 0 . 9 7 1 . 1 2 3 . 4 4 . 6 0 . 8 1 . 7 6 4 . 0 3 3 . 4 

Durables 
1 mile 6 0 . 0 3 4 . 0 3 - 0 2 . 0 

1 - 2 mile 4 9 . 3 3 6 . 8 3 . 2 1 0 . 6 

2 - 3 " 2 9 . 2 4 2 . 1 1 0 . 4 1 8 . 3 

3 - 4 » 1 3 . 1 4 1 . 6 2 4 . 4 2 0 . 9 

4 - 5 " 5 . 0 4 6 . 1 3 7 . 6 1 1 . 3 

5 - 6 " 1 . 7 4 7 . 4 4 3 . 0 7 . 9 
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Table C . 5 3 

The average percent of custom spent i n the sm a l l shopping c e n t r e s 
by households a t three s u c c e s s i v e mile r a d i i from the c e n t r e s and 
a l s o the percent of custom spent i n each of the competing groups of 
c e n t r e s - r e g i o n a l c e n t r e s (R.C), other shopping c e n t r e s (A's) and 
convenience goods c e n t r e s (B.C.D.) 

G r o c e r i e s Meats 
S • S • C • R.C. A's B.C.D. S.S.C. R.C. A'S B.C.D. 

1 m i l e 8 0 . 6 3 . 6 0 . 8 1 5 . 4 7 4 . 9 3 . 7 1 . 2 2 0 . 2 

1-2 m i l e 2 2 . 6 3 . 9 2 . 6 7 1 . 0 1 7 . 5 2 . 6 3 . 0 7 6 . 9 

2 - 3 m i l e 3 . 9 ' 4 . 8 1 3 . 8 7 7 . 5 4 . 0 5 . 5 9 . 5 8 1 . 0 

Chemist goods K i t c h e n Appliances 
1 m i l e 9 3 . 8 2 . 8 1 . 2 2 . 2 5 4 . 9 3 3 - 1 8 . 0 4 . 0 

1 - 2 m i l e 2 5 . 6 3 . 4 2 . 2 6 8 . 7 4 1 . 8 2 9 . 0 7 . 9 2 1 . 2 

2 - 3 m i l e 8 . 0 4 . 7 1 2 . 9 7 4 . 4 1 1 . 2 4 8 . 5 2 2 . 7 1 7 . 6 

T.V. S e t s Cyc1es/Prams 
1 m i l e 7 0 . 3 2 0 . 3 5 . 5 3 . 8 4 6 . 4 4 6 . 4 6 . 4 0 . 7 

1 - 2 miibe 4 3 . 3 2 5 . 6 7 . 6 2 3 . 5 2 8 . 5 4 7 . 8 8 . 1 1 5 . 6 

2 - 3 m i l e 9 . 8 3 7 . 6 2 0 . 3 3 2 . 3 1 3 . 0 5 8 . 4 1 4 . 3 1 4 . 3 

Hardware Shoes 
1 m i l e 5 9 . 3 3 3 . 1 2 . 8 4 . 7 3 6 . 5 6 2 . 0 7 . 6 4 . 0 

1 - 2 m i l e 3 4 . 6 2 3 . 7 1 2 . 2 2 9 . 4 1 4 . 2 5 5 . 9 5 . 1 2 4 . 8 

2 - 3 m i l e 7 . 3 3 7 . 9 1 8 . 7 3 6 . 2 4 . 6 5 4 . 2 1 9 . 0 2 2 . 2 

F u r n i t u r e Men's C l o t h i n g 
1 m i l e 2 3 . 2 6 9 . 9 5 . 5 1 . 4 1 4 . 3 7 5 . 1 9 . 4 1 . 2 

1 - 2 m i l e 9 . 5 8 0 . 0 5 . 3 5 . 3 1 0 . 7 6 9 . 8 9 . 7 9 . 9 

2 - 3 m i l e 1 . 8 7 6 . 2 1 5 . 3 6 . 7 4 . 1 6 8 . 4 2 1 . 6 5 . 9 

C h i l d r e n ' s C l o t h i n g J e w e l l e r y 
1 m i l e 1 9 . 7 7 4 . 0 4 . 9 1 . 4 9 . 0 8 8 . 5 1 . 5 1 . 0 

1 - 2 m i l e 8 . 9 7 0 . 3 5 . 3 1 5 . 6 6 . 1 8 4 . 9 3 . 3 5 . 7 

2 - 3 m i l e 2 . 5 7 5 . 0 1 7 . 0 5 . 5 2 . 5 7 5 . 8 1 7 . 8 3 . 8 

Women's C l o t h i n g Food 
1 m i l e 1 0 . 1 8 4 . 6 3 . 0 2 . 4 7 8 . 7 3 . 7 0 . 9 1 6 . 7 

1 - 2 m i l e 4 . 8 8 l.O 3 . 8 1 0 . 4 2 1 . 2 3 . 5 2 . 7 7 2 . 6 

2 - 3 m i l e 1 . 6 7 7 . 0 1 5 - 7 5 . 6 3 . 9 5 . 0 1 2 . 6 7 8 . 5 



Table C.g3 (contd.. 

S«£> • C • 

1 m i l e 33*9 

1- 2 m i l e 17.4 

2- 3 m i l e 4.7 

Durables 
R.C. A's B.C.D. 
58.6 5.0 2.5 
57.1 6.2 19.3 
58.9 17.6 18.8 



SHOPPING SURVEY OF NORTH DURHAM 

Pl e a s e i n d i c a t e the p l a c e LAST v i s i t e d f o r each of 
the f o l l o w i n g items:-

Centre V i s i t e d 

( a ) Weekly G r o c e r i e s 
(b) Butcher's Meats 
( c ) Chemists 
(d) Boots and Shoes 
( e ) Men's Clothing-
( f ) Women's C l o t h i n g 
(g) C h i l d r e n ' s C l o t h i n g 
(h) T e l e v i s i o n S e t (or r e n t a l ) 
( i ) Hardware and e l e c t r i c a l 

goods - i r o n s , c l e a n e r s e t c . 
( j ) j e w e l l e r y - watches, r i n g s e t c . 
(k) Major F u r n i t u r e - e.g. 

L i v i n g room s u i t e 
( l ) K i t c h e n Appliances - cooker, 

r e f r i g e r a t o r , e t c . 
(m) C y c l e or pram 
(n) motor c a r 
(o) Doctor 
(p) Bank 
(q) Cinema 


