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Summary 

I t i s g e n e r a l l y recognised t h a t the Old C i t y of Jerusalem 
i s f i r s t and foremost a r e l i g i o u s centre of great importance 
i n Judaism, C h r i s t i a n i t y and Islam. Yet the exact nature of 
the impact of r o H g i nn on± the geography of the c i t y i s not 
so c l e a r l y known. The way i n which r e l i g i o n through the 
p i l g r i m trade has over the centuries permeated i n t o the 
general economy of the c i t y would suggest t h a t the influence 
of t h i s f a c t o r i s l a r g e . Yet on closer examination, i t 
"becomes apparent t h a t i t only has a dominating i n f l u e n c e i n 
the sphere of urban f u n c t i o n . Other influences have acted 
upon the c i t y also t d i determine i t s d i r e c t i o n of growth and 
the d e t a i l s of i t s urban morphology. Thus p h y s i c a l c o n t r o l s 
have been important i n i n f l u e n c i n g the c i t y ' s growth t o the 
n o r t h ant west while commercial influences have aided t h i s 
development. I n a d d i t i o n , the l o c a t i o n of the bazaars of the 
Old. C i t y can be shown t o be the r e s u l t of non- r e l i g i o u s 
f a c t o r s and give some evidence f o r the existence of an 
important l o c a l market. 

Jerusalem has developed since the foundation of A e l i a 
C a p i t o l i n a i n A.D. 132, as both a r e l i g i o u s centre f o r Europe 
and the Middle East and also_ as a market town and minor 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e centre f o r the H i l l Country. In many respects 
i t has developed t y p i c a l f eatures of a P a l e s t i n i a n town -
na/rrow s t r e e t s , bazaars, ethnic quarters, etc. - and r e l i g i o u s 
f a c t o r s have played a p a r t i n the formation of these as they 
have i n other places. Jerusalem's s t a t u s as an r e l i g i o u s 
centre can mainly be seen i n i t s economic development and 
i n i t s p h y s i c a l landscape, both of which have been very much 
moulded by the p i l g r i m t r a d e . 
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GKeneral I n t r o d u c t i o n 

Studies i n urban geography are now commonplace and a 
t r a d i t i o n a l method of approach has been evolved s t u d y i n g 
i n order the s i t e and s i t u a t i o n of the c i t y , the f u n c t i o n s , 
and the urban morphology. I n the case of Jerusalem, however, 
the geographer i s faced w i t h a c i t y which i s very much -
an abnormal f e a t u r e i n t h a t i t s main f u n c t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
i s i t s s a n c t i t y i n the eyes of three of the world's l a r g e s t 
r e l i g i o n s and the consequent a t t r a c t i o n of p i l g r i m s and other 
f e a t u r e s of a r e l i g i o u s c e n t r e . I n t h i s t h e s i s no attempt i s 
made t o produce a 'general' urban geography but the main 
aim has been t o show the nature and i n f l u e n c e of r e l i g i o n i n 
the development of the Old C i t y of Jerusalem. Hence, t h i s 
t h e s i s i s more of a study i n the geography of r e l i g i o n than 
a study i n urban geography. 

I n a t t e m p t i n g t o examine the s p e c i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
which Jerusalem as a r e l i g i o u s centre has developed, two 
questions have been posed t o which answers have been sought: 

1) What i s the nature of the i n f l u e n c e of r e l i g i o n on 
Jerusalem ? 

2) What i s the extent of t h i s i n f l u e n c e ? 
I n c o n s i d e r i n g these questions, and e s p e c i a l l y the second 
one, commercial, p o l i t i c a l , and other f a c t o r s have of course 
had t o be considered. Hence, the general framework of the 
t h e s i s has been i n the t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n of urban 
geography. 

The t e x t i s set out i n f o u r s e c t i o n s plus an i n t r o d u c t o r y 
and a concluding chapter. The h i s t o r i c a l i n t r o d u c t i o n (Chapter 
1 ) i s intended simply t o give a summary of the h i s t o r y of the 
c i t y so t h a t c e r t a i n basic f a c t s can be assumed i n the main 
body of the t h e s i s . S e ction A (Chapters 2 - 5 ) discusses the 
main i n f l u e n c e s which have operated on the development of 
Jerusalem and i n c l u d e the normal f e a t u r e s i n v o l v e d i n a 
d i s c u s s i o n of urban s i t e and s i t u a t i o n and i n a d d i t i o n the 



r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s which are p e c u l i a r t o Jerusalem. The 
second s e c t i o n (Chapters 6 - 9 ) deals w i t h the growth of the 
urban f u n c t i o n s of Jerusalem, w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r eference t o the 
p i l g r i m t r a d e . Section 0 i s a d e s c r i p t i v e treatment of the 
la n d use of the o l d C i t y and i n many respects i s a commentary 
on the land use maps i n Volume I I . S e c t i o n D (Chapters 12 - 15) 
discusses c e r t a i n selected, aspects o f the urban morphology of 
Jerusalem. 

While t h i s t h e s i s i s a geographical study, nevertheless 
because of the nature of the subject matter i t i n v o l v e s 
aspects of other d i s c i p l i n e s and i n p a r t i c u l a r theology and 
p o l i t i c s . Since t h e w R t t t e r has only a t t a i n e d diploma l e v e l i n 
theology and s u b s i d i a r y l e v e l i n p o l i t i c s a s t r i c t l y n e u t r a l 
a t t i t u d e i s taken t o c o n t r o v e r s i e s which have r i v e t e d w o r l d 
a t t e n t i o n on Jerusalem. 

The area of study has been l i m i t e d i n two ways: 
1) The c h r o n o l o g i c a l p e r i o d d e a l t w i t h has been t h a t which saw 
the f o r m a t i o n and development of the Old C i t y , i . e . from the 
f o u n d a t i o n o f A e l i a C a p i t o l i n a i n A.D. 132 t o the f a l l of the 
c i t y t o the B r i t i s h i n 1917 . The c i t y of B i b l i c a l time and the 
c i t y of the Mandate and post-Mandate periods are d e a l t w i t h 
o n l y i n c i d e n t a l l y and data used from them only t o i l l u s t r a t e 
c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s which appear t o have p e r s i s t e d over the 
c e n t u r i e s . The B i b l i c a l c i t y l e f t l i t t l e impact on the new 
except f o t the Haram enclosure and the C i t a d e l ; and by 1917, 
the present Old C i t y had been formed and has g e n e r a l l y been 
preserved i n t a c t ever s i n c e . 
2) This study has been c o n f i n e d t o the Old. C i t y intra-muros 
and the immediate area o u t s i d e (mainly Mount Sion, Gethsemane, 
S i l w a n ) . No attempt has been made t o deal even i n a s u p e r f i c i a l 
way w i t h the new Jewish c i t y t o the west of the w a l l s . At the 
most, the area of study has been confined t o the zones of 
p r o h i b i t e d and r e s t r i c t e d b u i l d i n g of the McLean Plan. 



Fi«ld work f o r t h i s research was undertaken i n Jerusalem 
i n the Spring of 1968 u s i n g the f a c i l i t i e s mainly of the 
Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y and St . (reorge''s C o l l e g e . During t h i s 
p e r i o d , a survey of the p i l g r i m trade was undertaken and a 
r e p o r t subsequently presented t o the M i n i s t r y of Tourism, 
I s r a e l (see 'The Times 1' F r i d a y 19th. Sept. 1969). I t was 
based on a s e r i e s of qu e s t i o n n a i r e s designed t o assess the 
impact of t o u r i s m on the c i t y ' s economy and. t o study the v a r i e d 
n ature of the t r a d e . D e t a i l s and e x t r a c t s from p a r t of the 
r e p o r t appear a t the end of. t h e t e x t , i n Appendix IV. Use was 
also made of f i e l d , notes and m a t e r i a l c o l l e c t e d f o r a previous 
research p r o j e c t on the urban geography of P a l e s t i n e d u r i n g 
the c l a s s i c a l p e riod (London M.Sc.(Econ) 1965). I n many 
respects the f i e l d work on which t h i s present work i s based, 
has been i n s u f f i c i e n t . The p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n since 1967 
made work i n s i d e the Old C i t y very d i f f i c u l t and i n f o r m a t i o n 
was hard t o o b t a i n . I n p a r t i c u l a r the abnormal economic 
s i t u a t i o n which p r e v a i l e d i n 1968 i n v o l v i n g the closure of 
many shops and the severe depression of the t o u r i s t trade i n 
the Old C i t y meant t h a t meaningful research on the economic 
aspects of t o u r i s m was d i f f i c u l t . A lso documents were bot 
ac c e s s i b l e , i n c l u d i n g Waqf and m u n i c i p a l m a t e r i a l . Nevertheless 
some u s e f u l data was obtained on the t o u r i s t / p i l g r i m trade and 
has been i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h i s t h e s i s . 

Some i l l u s t r a t i v e m a t e r i a l has been c o l l e c t e d in. Volume I I 
which has a separp.te i n t r o d u c t i o n . I n t h i s volume, there are 
a number of quarto sketch maps and diagrams ( F i g s . I t 3 9 ) which 
supplement the l a r g e r maps and photographs i n the second 
volume. 
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corner of the c i t y wall, t o i t s n o r t h - e a s t corner) = c.800 metres 
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CHAPTER 1 
HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 

A b r i e f synopsis of the t u r b u l e n t h i s t o r y of the c i t y 
of Jerusalem w i l l enable c e r t a i n basic f a c t s t o be assumed 
i n the main body of the t h e s i s and w i l l provide a u s e f u l 
background t o what f o l l o w s . 

The e a r l i e s t o r i g i n s of Jerusalem are l o s t i n the 
past but t h e r e i s some i n d i c a t i o n t h a t the c i t y was a 
centre of no mean importance by the second m i l l e n i u m B.C. 
There i s evidence from Egyptian sources of the existence 
of Jerusalem a t the beginning ofl the second m i l l e n i u m and 
the T e l l el-Amarna t a b l e t s i n c l u d e l e t t e r s w r i t t e n by an 
e a r l y king- of Jerusalem. ^ Reference* i n the Old Testament 
t o a c i t y of Salem (Gen. 14) w i t h a p r i e s t c a l l e d Melchizedek 
i s g e n e r a l l y taken t o r e f e r t o Jerusalem and shows an 
e a r l y f u n c t i o n as a r e l i g i o u s centre l o n g before the time 
of Solomon. I t was c e r t a i n l y a t h r i v i n g town before i t s 
capture by David and occupied a lar g e p a r t of the area 

2 
of the south-eastern r i d g e c a l l e d Ophel. I t was 
probably a market town and Amorite s h r i n e but i t seems t o 
have been the m i l i t a r y defences of the s i t e which were 
considered important by the e a r l y i n h a b i t a n t s (see below 
Chapter 5 ) . David's capture of the c i t y t o be h i s c a p i t a l 
( c.1,000 B.C. ) was the f i r s t of a number of c r u c i a l 
take-overs i n the c i t y ' s h i s t o r y and from then on i t began 



t o be e s t a b l i s h e d as the .ce n t r a l s h r i n e of the Jewish 
people. The c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the Temple t o Jehovah by 
Solomon was a c r u c i a l piece of government planning, f o r 
not only d i d i t provide the Hebrew people w i t h a r e l i g i o u s 
focus and thet^fore the k i n g w i t h a means of c o n t r o l over 
the n a t i o n , but i t also acted as a s t a r t e r t o economic 
development by p r o v i d i n g funds and employment. Under 
Solomon, Jerusalem began t o grow i n t o a n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l 
w i t h the u s u a l p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , 
commercial and r e l i g i o u s f u n c t i o n s . 

I t was t h i s development under the Jewish kings which . 
r e a l l y - p r o v i d e d • t h e f o u n d a t i o n stone f o r the growth of 
Jerusalem. Despite the s m a l l size of the c i t y , which never 
extended beyond the- Ophel r i d g e before the C h r i s t i a n era, 
i t became an important f o c a l centre f o r the Hebrew t r i b e s 
and attained' a m y s t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e q u i t e 
apart from any a d m i n i s t r a t i v e or commercial importance, 
(see Chapter 4 ) . The Temple proved.to be the r e a l place 
of importance and i t s s i t u a t i o n t o the n o r t h of the c i t y 
i t s e l f , ' on the c r e s t of Mount Moriah,•helped t o draw the 
r e s i d e n t i a l growth-of Jerusalem up the Tyropoeon v a l l e y 
and along the road t o Joppa u n t i l by the time of Herod 
the Great, the c i t y occupied almost the whole of the r i d g e 
between the Hinnom and the Kidron v a l l e y s . 

The dramatic events of the conquest and e x i l e of the 
Jewish n a t i o n served r a t h e r t o u n i t e the people and gave 
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Jerusalem a new s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r them. Under Nehemiah, 
whose account i s the best t o p o g r a p h i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n of 
Jerusalem remaining from ancient times, the r e t u r n e d 
e x i l e s s e t t l e d down t o r e b u i l d and cleanse the c i t y from 
f o r e i g n merchants and a l l other impedimenta t o the r e v i v a l 
of the r e l i g i o n of Jehovah. With an i n c r e a s i n g number of 
Jews making t h e i r f o r t u n e s i n t e r r i t o r i e s overseas as w e l l 
as a t home, the c i t y became a considerable centre of 
p i l g r i m a g e s . A f t e r the upsets of the Hasmonaean r e v o l t , 
the *Pax Romana' brought considerable b e n e f i t s t o the c i t y 
by f a c i l i t a t i n g p i l g r i m a g e s and the Temple was able t o 
support a v a s t range of i n d u s t r i e s . J Thus were a t t r a c t e d 
t o the c i t y a l a r g e number of f o r e i g n v i s i t o r s and many seem 
t o have stayed and b u i l t up businesses and become p a r t of 
the c i t y ' s populace. The book of Acts records how 11 there 
were d w e l l i n g a t Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every 
n a t i o n under heaven "(Ac t s 2.5) The growth of Jerusalem 

under the r u l e of the Herods and the p r o c u r a t o r s was 
considerable and under Herod Agrippa the c i t y appears t o 
have covered a l a r g e r area of land than ever before or 
a f t e r , u n t i l the beginning of the 20th. Century. I t was 
e s t a b l i s h e d not only as a n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l f o r the Jews 

A l l B i b l e q u o t a t i o n s i n t h i s t h e s i s are from the E n g l i s h 
Revised V e r s i o n unless otherwise s t a t e d . 
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of P a l e s t i n e (who were i n f a c t r u l e d mainly by s e v e r a l 
independent k i n g s , t e t r a r c h s , and Roman p r o c u r a t o r s ) but 
i t became an i n t e r n a t i o n a l centre f o r w o r l d Jewry. 

The Expansion and p r o s p e r i t y ended i n A.D.70 when 
the Roman armies moved i n t o crush a major revoljy and took 
the c i t y d e s t r o y i n g much of i t . Jewish hopes of a r e t u r n 
t o Jerusalem were f u r t h e r dashed a f t e r the Bar Kokhba 
r i s i n g i n the 2nd. Century, when a G e n t i l e colony and 

t 
m i l i a r y base was b u i l t i n the r u i n s , i n A.D. 132, c a l l e d 
Colonia A e l i a C a p i t o l i n a . Most of th§ v i s i b l e remains of 
the Jewish ci.ty were destroyed except f o r some w a l l i n g of 
the Temple (t h e Herodian masonry i n the Haram esh-Sharif 
w a l l s ) and the c i t a d e l of Herod, now c a l l e d 'David's Tower', 
which became the l e g i o n a r y base. The c i t y lay dormant and 
sank t o the s t a t u s of a q u i e t Roman p r o v i n c i a l town. This 
i s the most p r o b l e m a t i c a l p e r i o d of Jerusalem's h i s t o r y , 
f o r we krnsw l i t t l e about the c i t y between the eye-witness 
r e p o r t s of Josephus, the Jewish general (A.D.70) u n t i l 
the 4 t h . Century p i l g r i m accounts and the Madaba Map. I t 
was t h i s new c i t y of A e l i a , however, which was t o be the 
f o u n d a t i o n f o r the e v o l u t i o n of the present Old C i t y and 
thus the events of A.D. 70 -132 mark the most c r u c i a l p e r i o d 
i n the h i s t o r y of Jerusalem. On the r u b b l e of the o l d 
Jewish c a p i t a l was b u i l t the new G e n t i l e town which was t o 
become of g r e a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l importance i n the Middle 
Ages and f o r the c o n t r o l of which many b a t t l e s were fought. 
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Of the earj.y days of AeLia we have l i t f c l e evidence 
u n t i l the 3 r d . Century, when an unknown cartograjher 
produced on a church f l o o r at Madaba, i n eastern Jordan, 
a map of P a l e s t i n e which included, an enlarged i n s e t of the 
c i t y of Jerusalem. Prom t h i s we can v e r i f y i n p a r t at l e a s t 
many of the conclusions of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l 
research which have pieced together the morphology of the 
e a r l y c i t y . Prom the same era, which marked the beginning 
of the p i l g r i m boom, we have another work, the memoirs 
and d e s c r i p t i o n of the Bordeaux P i l g r i m . So by the time of 
Constantine and h i s successors, there i s some evidence 
g a t h e r i n g f o r a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the geography of Jerusalem 
at t h a t t i m e . 

The p i c t u r e gained from these e a r l y w r i t i n g s i s of a 
c i t y r a p i d l y expanding i n the face of an i n c r e a s i n g f l o o d 
of p i l g r i m a g e s . Holy s i t e s and Churches sprang up i n and 
around the c i t y and by the time of the Arab conquest i n 
the 7 t h . Century, i t appears t h a t the c i t y had expanded, 
aggreat distance from the o r i g i n a l w alls,on the n o r t h as 
f a r as the s o - c a l l e d Tombs of the Kings and t o the south 
t o cover mounts Sion and Ophel and on t o the Mount of 
O l i v e s . As the p i l g r i m s came from a l l p a r t s of the 
C h r i s t i a n w o r l d , the Byzantine c i t y probably saw a g r e a t e r 
p r o f u s i o n of n a t i o n a l i t i e s and languages tooth among i t s i n h a b i t s 
ants and. v i s i t o r s and i t i s l i k e l y t h a t there was 
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a gradual beginning t o the d i v i s i o n i n t o e thnic q u a r t e r s 
w i t h i n the c i t y w a l l s (see Chapter 13). 

The s e c u r i t y and wealth which Jerusalem enjoyed under 
the Byzantine empfrrers came t o an end i n the 7 t h . Century 
when the c i t y was captured by the Persians (614) and many 
of the Churches sacked. The p i l g r i m a g e s , probably a l r e a d y 
reduced w i t h the economic d e c l i n e of the empire, stopped 
a l t o g e t h e r and despite the r e b u i l d i n g of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, the capture of the c i t y by the Arabs under 
Omar i n 637 rendered such act s of p i e t y much more of a r i s k 
than i n the preceding c e n t u r i e s . Nevertheless, Jerusalem 
was a h o l y c i t y t o the new f a i t h of Islam and new p i l g r i m s 
w i t h t h e i r eyes on the Sakhra rock and the new dome b u i l t 
oyer i t j o i n e d the C h r i s t i a n s and Jews who g r a d u a l l y 

Sfc-

began t o r e t u r n . As a market centre and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
c e n t r e , however, Jerusalem - although l o c a l l y i mportant -
never grew t o the heights of i n t e r n a t i o n a l fame which 
marked i t s r e l i g i o u s l i f e . The Moslem r u l e r s d e c l i n e d t o 
make the c i t y a c a p i t a l and P a l e s t i n e was r u l e d from 
elsewhere. Damascus was the seat of government under the 
Omayyads and Baghdad under the Abbasids who succeeded them. 
Consequently, although Jerusalem g r a d u a l l y recovered i t s 
p i l g r i m i n t e r e s t s , i t never became an Arab capita,l nor was 
i t a great market c e n t r e . The p i l g r i m t rade was encouraged, 
however, by the i n c r e a s i n g s e c u r i t y and wealth of Europe 
and the patronage of the Emperor Charlemagne who i n 800 
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founded a hospice ( S t . Mary La t i n e ) i n Jerusalem and so 
began the long l a s t i n g i n t e r e s t of r u l e r s of Western 
Europe i n the ho l y c i t y . D e s t r u c t i o n s by the S e l j u k Turks 
(1077) and by earthquakes as w e l l as the accession of h o s t i l e 
Moslem c a l i p h s (such as Hakem who destroyed the Holy 
Sepulchre i n 1012) f a i l e d t o prevent the t i d e of C h r i s t i a n 
p i l g r i m a g e s from the west. However, the capture of the c i t y 
by the Turks and the preaching of Peter the Hermit 
e v e n t u a l l y aroused such i n t e r e s t i n the Holy Land among 
the governments of European nations t h a t plans f o r a 
Crusade were made and Jerusalem a f t e r much bloodshed 
passed from Moslem t o C h r i s t i a n r u l e . The c i t y was 
captured by the Crusaders i n 1099 and l o s t t o Sa l a d i n 
i n 1187. During t h i s time there was much b u i l d i n g up of 
C h r i s t i a n e d i f i c e s e s p e c i a l l y those under #he c o n t r o l 
of the L a t i n Church, but the Moslem and Greek Orthodox 
s u b j e c t s of the Kingdom of Jerusalem were very much 
suppressed. Consequently, although t h e r e was a l a r g e 
development of the p i l g r i m trade and wealth flowed i n t o 
the c i t y and althought-he c i t y was c a p i t a l of the Kingdom, 
development was not as r a p i d as might have been hoped 
f o r . The c i t y was very much a 'Frank' colony and the 
Crusaders never seem t o have pushed the b u i l t - u p area 
back t o i t s Byzantine l i m i t s but were l a r g e l y c onfined 
t o the c i t y w a l l s where th e r e was g r e a t e r s e c u r i t y . 
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The re c a p t u r e of Jerusalem by the armies of SaLadin 
"brought a f u r t h e r p e r i o d of i n s e c u r i t y t o the c i t y and the 
f l o w of p i l g r i m s from Europe began again t o dry up. 
What i s more, i t also meant the e v i c t i o n of the west 
European merchants who had come i n the wake of the Crusader 
k n i g h t s and i n r e t u r n f o r services rendered obtained p r o p e r t y 
and t r a d i n g advantages. Jerusalem had a t one time been 
a s t r o n g h o l d of the merchants of Genoas ^ The continued 
Crusades which occupied the kings.=.:of Europe up t o the 13th 
^ e n t u r y rendered t r a v e l i n the Levant precarious and i t 
was, i r o n i c a l l y enough, not u n t i l the f i n a l e x p u l s i o n of 
the Pranks from the area i n 1291 t h a t p i l g r i m s could 
t r a v e l s a f e l y t o Jerusalem again. Despite a ban from the 
i Jope who could see the p r o f i t s being made by the Moslems 
from C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s , there was a steady development 
i n the p i l g r i m t r a f f i c i n the 14th, 15th. and e a r l y l o t h , 
c e n t u r i e s and the c i t y b e n e f i t t e d a c c o r d i n g l y . The 
qu a r t e r s were formed, although not a l l i n t h e i r present 
l o c a t i o n , and h o l y places were b u i l t and ownership over 
them e s t a b l i s h e d by the v a r i o u s sects ( and contested by 
o t h e r s ) . R e l i g i o n remained an extremely important f a c t o r 
i n moulding the p h y s i c a l form and s o c i a l and economic 
s t r u c t u r e of Jerusalem. Prom the mediaeval p e r i o d t h e r e 
are a number of p i l g r i m accounts which are u s e f u l as 
sources f o r geographical study and they c l e a r l y show how 
even commerce and manufactures i n the c i t y were geared t o 
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the p i l g r i m t r a d e . 
The dependance of Jerusalem on pi l g r i m a g e s can be 

seen from the great d e c l i n e i n the c i t y f s wealth and size 
a f t e r the Ottoman conquest (1517) and i n p a r t i c u l a r i n the 
17th. and 18th. Centuries. The boom in.Roman C a t h o l i c 
p i l g r i m a g e s , probably i n response t o the indulgence system, 
which culminated i n the f o r m a t i o n of the Franciscan 
community and the L a t i n Custodia Terra. Sancta, f e l l w i t h 
the breakdown of Turkish a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the success of 
the P r o t e s t a n t movement i n Europe. The dec l i n e i n both 
pilgrimages and i n the appearance and wealth of Jerusalem 
at t h i s time has too f r e q u e n t l y been l a i d s o l e l y a t the 
door of the Ottoman r u l e r s , whereas much of the blame 
l i e s elsewhere: i n the' d e c l i n e of the Levantine t r a d e 
through the new d i s c o v e r i e s i n the Western Hemisphere; 
the growth o f P r o t e s t a n t i s m i n the w e a l t h i e r c o u n t r i e s 
of Europe and the s t r o n g Roman C a t h o l i c r e a c t i o n ; and 
the i n c r e a s i n g s c e p t i c i s m among the educated classes 
of Europe. This perhaps ex p l a i n s the sad c o n d i t i o n of 
Jerusalem as witnessed by such t r a v e l l e r s as Maundrell 
and Browne. 

Jerusalem thus d e c l i n e d t o i t s basic f u n c t i o n - a 
s m a l l market town i n the H i l l Country w i t h a small mixed 
p o p u l a t i o n of peasants, merchants, tanners, small siaian 
manufacturers and a s p r i n k l i n g of monks and c l e r i c s t o 
remind the passer-by t h a t t h i s was the h o l y c i t y . 
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The change which brought about the modern t h r i v i n g 
c i t y canrer i n the 19th. ^ e n t u r y . I t was.:-not so much 
because of any i n t r i n s i c change i n the c i t y i t s e l f , but 
y e t again through e x t e r n a l f o r c e s . The i n c r e a s i n g w e alth 
of Europe was enabling the growing middle classes t o spend 
time and money on h o l i d a y s and t r a v e l and the improvements 
i n t r a n s p o r t , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h the advent of/the steam 
engine, made q u i t e long journeys f e a s i b l e i n comparative 
comfort and s a f e t y . Also the P r o t e s t a n t gentry and merchants 
of north-west Europe itenewed an i n t e r e s t i n the east 
and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the lands of the B i b l e . The journey 
of Edward Robinson i n p a r t i c u l a r (1838) f o l l o w i n g on the 
e x p e d i t i o n of Napoleon t o Egypt, embarked European scholars 
on a new era of s c i e n t i f i c e x p l o r a t i o n . So a new type of 
p i l g r i m began t o a r r i v e a t Jerusalem, anxious n o t f o r 
indulgences or penance but f o r knowledge of t h i s land 
of the Book.The maps produced by the P a l e s t i n e E x p l o r a t i o n 
Fund and the Deutsche P a l a e s t i n a Vereins and other 
bodies, made Jerusalem as w e l l known t o the l i t e r a t e 
classes of Europe as P a r i s or Rome. By the end of the 19th 
Century, p i l g r i m s and t o u r i s t s were v i s i t i n g Jerusalem 
i n l a r g e numbers, f a r outnumbering the n a t i v e C h r i s t i a n 
and Moslem v i s i t o r s , and commerce and i n d u s t r y began t o 

The terms ' p i l g r i m ' and ' t o u r i s t ' d i f f e r e n t i a t e v i s i t o r s 
w i t h d i f f e r i n g aims. Since most v i s i t o r s t o Jerusalem have 
some r e l i g i o u s motive, the former term i s n o r m a l l y used. 
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r e v i v e . Churches and schools were b u i l t i n and around the 
Old C i t y w a l l s and hospices founded. Modern h o t e l s made 
an appearance i n the 19th. ^ e n t u r y . 

Another development took place, perhaps as f a r reaching 
i n i t s consequences - the Z i o n i s t movement. The Jews of 
Europe were not u n a f f e c t e d by t h i s r e v i v a l of C h r i s t i a n 
i n t e r e s t i n P a l e s t i n e and they too began t o remember t h e i r 
stakes i n the l a n d . Under the i n s p i r a t i o n of H e r z l and 
Weissmann a new type of Jew emerged from the ghettoes t o 
s e t t l e i n the promised l a n d and by 1900 there i s already 

n 

a considerable amount of Jewish colo^-zation t o the west 
of Jerusalem's c i t y w a l l s , c o n t r a s t i n g s t r o n g l y i n appearance 
and c l e a n l i n e s s w i t h the o l d Jewish Quarter w i t h i n the w a l l s . 
The r i s e of the new Jewish c i t y alongside the o l d Arab one 
was t o arouse much resentment among the Arab Moslem and 
C h r i s t i a n p o p u l a t i o n and'the consequent 'twin-townf" 
development created problems of urban development i n both 
p h y s i c a l and s o c i a l terms. 

The r a p i d growth of Jerusalem as a centre of p i l g r i m a g e 
and of Z i o n i s t settlement was thus a l r e a d y w e l l developed 
by the time of the F i r s t World War which saw the f i n a l 
dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire. The B r i t i s h troops 
who entered the c i t y i n 1917 inaugerated the p e r i o d of the 
B r i t i s h Mandate government which saw an i n c r e a s i n g l y r a p i d 
growth of Jerusalem. A l a r g e b u i l d i n g programme was begun, 
a t t r a c t i n g la,rge numbers of Arab labourers and causing 



many pl a n n i n g headaches. The f o r c e of the "building boom 
can be reckoned by the l a r g e number of town plans which 
were drawn up by the Mandate government i n an attempt 
t o make sure t h a t r e s i d e n t i a l growth accorded w i t h amenity 
needs and r e c r e a t i o n a l and h e a l t h needs of the c i t y and. 
i t s v i s i t o r s ( s e e Chapter 15). 

The Old C i t y remained t o a la r g e extent unchanged 
a f t e r 1917 and the main developments were elsewhere, 
e s p e c i a l l y over the western h i l l s . I n s i d e the w a l l s , there 
was some c l e a n i n g up of waste areas such as the Muristan 
and the et h n i c quarters, became less r i g i d w i t h the 
i n c r e a s i n g s e c u r i t y , but b a s i c a l l y the Old C i t y remained 
as i t was. The Jewish immigrants s e t t l e d l a r g e l y t o the 
west of the c i t y and the Arab immigrants t o the n o r t h 
and south. H ence the d i v i s i o n of the c i t y i n 1948 was 
comparatively j u s t i n t h a t i t d i d r o u g h l y - very roughly -
separate the Jewish from the Arab s e t t l e m e n t s . The po.st-
194b c o n d i t i o n s w i t h the a r m i s t i c e l i n e , were very, 
important i n the e v o l u t i o n of the present c i t y since both 
Jordanian and I s r a e l i c i t i e s tended t o develop t h e i r own 
commercial c e n t r e s , p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s , and t o grow 
away from the a r m i s t i c e l i n e which separated them. I t i s 
c e r t a i n l y apparent today, t h a t the two p a r t s of Jerusalem 
r e t a i n t t i e i r separate c h aracters and both Jews and Arabs 
admit t h a t t o go from one side of the c i t y t o the other i s 
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l i k e moving i n t o a f o r e i g n country. 
The post-1948 developments have only emphasised the 

immense importance t o Jerusalem of the t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y . 
There has been a vast expansion of h o t e l s , shops, t o u r i s t 
agencies and other concerns and the slump i n 1907-8 brought 
about by the h o s t i l i t i e s caused much unemployment and 
p o v e r t y . Whatever other f u n c t i o n s arid c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
Jerusalem may have had i t can be seen t h a t r e l i g i o n , 
l a r g e l y through the p i l g r i m / t o u r i s t t r a d e , exerts a c r u c i a l 

' and most important i n f l u e n c e on the geography of the Old 
C i t y . ' 

B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l Note 
The f o l l o w i n g are the most u s e f u l general works i n 

E n g l i s h on Jerusalem w i t h regard t o i t s geography and h i s t o r y : -

G.Williams - The Holy C i t y 1843 (the f i r s t modern treatment 
of the c i t y ) 

G. A.Smith - Jerusalem (2 v o l s . ) 1907 (mainly B i b l i c a l p e r i o d , 
but V o l . I c o n t a i n s much 
u s e f u l general m a t e r i a l ) 

W.Besant & E.H.Palmer - Jerusalem: the C i t y of Herod and 
S a l a d i n . ( H i s t o r y , mainly Crusader) 

C.M.Watson - The Story of Jerusalem. 1912 (good general h i s t p r y ) 
C . F . P f e i f f e r - Jerusalem through the Ages. 1967 (General 

i n t r o d u c t i o n ^ 
Another recent work i s K.M.Kenyon - Jerusalem.1968, but i t 
i s l a r g e l y concerned w i t h the recent excavations and the 
B i b l i c a l p e r i o d . 
Of m a t e r i a l i n f o r e i g n languages, the f o l l o w i n g are the most 
u s e f u l g eneral works: 
H. Vincent & P.M.Abel - Jerusalem (4 v o l s ) 1912. (French) 
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L.Ponck - lerusalem: Topographie U r b i s Sacrae. 1911 ( L a t i n ) 
Z.Vilnay - tferushalaim: H a i r Haatiqah. 19b2 (Hebrew) 
E.Efrat - xerushalaim veHaperutsdor. 1967 (Hebrew) 



SECTION: A 

CONTROLS AND INFLUENCES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF JERUSALEM 

This s e c t i o n discusses the v a r i o u s f a c t o r s which 
have i n f l u e n c e d the f u n c t i o n a l and taorphological 
development of Jerusalem. 
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CHAPTER 2 

PHYSICAL CONTROLS AND INFLUENCES 

Jerusalem has been i n f l u e n c e d s t r o n g l y i n i t s develop­
ment by p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n s which have imposed c o n t r o l s 
over growth and s t i m u l a t e d development i n c e r t a i n d i r e c t i o n s . 
Here a d i s t i n c t i o n must be made between the ' s i t e ' and 
the • s i t u a t i o n 1 of t h i c i t y and most of t h i s s e c t i o n w i l l 
be concerned w i t h the former, felf the ' s i t u a t i o n ' i t i s 
only necessary t o mention b r i e f l y a few outstanding 
f a c t o r s fuom the p h y s i c a l p o i n t of view, as i t i s also 
d e a l t w i t h i n Chapter 3. Jerusalem stands very close 
t o the centre of P a l e s t i n e w i t h i n the h e a r t of the H i l l 
Country of Judea and Samaria. I t i s surrounded by h i l l s 
which slope g e n t l y eastwards towards the Jordan and the 
Dead Sea, or westwards towards the Shephelah ( f o o t h i l l s ) 
and the Mediterranean coast. The s i t e of the Old C i t y 
l i e s j u s t east of the main w a t e r p a r t i n g of the h i l l s and 
almost d i r e c t l y opposite the crossing: of the Jordan j u s t 
n o r t h of the Dead Sea. I t i s thus i n many respects an 
i d e a l cross-roads town. Yet i t s main f u n c t i o n i n ancient 
times c e r t a i n l y , seems t o have been defensive r a t h e r 
than commercial. The main highway through the F e r t i l e 
Crescent from the N i l e t o the Euphrates passes by t o the 
west and leaves the c i t y alone. This i n i t s e l f helps t o 
e x p l a i n why the l i t t l e kingdom of Judah was able t o 
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stand out a g a i n s t the might of A s s y r i a and Babylon a f t e r 
t&e surrounding n a t i o n s had succumbed. ̂ " 

Thus the very s i t u a t i o n of the c i t y helped t o make 
i t from the beginning an important defensive p o i n t but 
comparatively minor as a 'cross-roads' nodal p o i n t . The 

p 
surrounding h i l l s are l a r g e l y barren and u n i n v i t i n g 
and the Crusaders i n p a r t i c u l a r , coming from the greener 
pastures of Europe had g r e a t food supply d i f f i c u l t i e s . The 
wider p h y s i c a l environment of. Jerusalem has l i t t l e t o 
commend i t as a place f o r l a r g e scale developments and 
i n - t h e past the c i t y has n o t f l o u r i s h e d as an a d m i n i s t r a t i v 
or commercial c e n t r e . The Arab and Ottoman r u l e r s l o c a t e d 
t h e i r c a p i t a l s elsewhere (er-Ramleh and Lydda) and as 
c a p i t a l of I s r a e l , Jerusalem has been i n many respects 
decidedly inconvenient..^ 
G e o l o g i c a l C o n t r o l s and I n f l u e n c e s 

I n examining the s i t e of Jerusalem i n more d e t a i l i t 
i s probably best t o begin w i t h the s o l i d geology. This has 
g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d surface c o n d i t i o n s of s o i l and r e l i e f 
and hence urban growth g e n e r a l l y as Avnimelech has p o i n t e d 
out so well.^" The s i t e of Jerusalem i s u n d e r l a i n by three 
bands of young -cretaceous limestones which form p a r t 
of the Judean a n t i c l i n e which reaches i t s c r e s t j u s t 
west of the Old C i t y . Thus the s t r a t a slope* down towards 
the east w i t h the o l d e s t rocks exposed t o the West and the 
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youngest t o the east on the Mount of O l i v e s . The t h r e e 
main rocks found i n the area are:-

1) Cenomanian: the o l d e s t and hardest, c o n s i s t i n g of 
limestone and d o l o r i t e and exposed west of the Hinnom 
v a l l e y and i n a small spur around the base of Mount Sion. 

2) Turonian; t h i s i s hard but s o f t e r t h a t the 
cenomanian and r e l a t i v e l y e a s i l y worked f o r b u i l d i n g stones 
or f l i n t s . I t l i e s between the Hinnom and Kidron and under­
neath the present Old C i t y , 

3) Senonian; t h i s i s a chalk and very s o f t , f o r m i n g 
^he basic m a t e r i a l of the Mount of Ol i v e s and Mount Scopus. 
The g e o l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n s underneath Jerusalem are shown i n 
s i m p l i f i e d form i n f i g . 1. 

Now i t i s not w i t h o u t reason t h a t Jerusalem has l a r g e l y 
developed on the t u r o n i a n limestone r a t h e r than on the 
cenomanian or t h i senonia.n. The l a t t e r has g e n e r a l l y been 
too s o f t f o r b u i l d i n g purposes or even f o r a g r i c u l t u r e , 
and graveyards even tend t o d i s i n t e g r a t e i n i t . The . 
cenomanian has been too h a r d , f o r w h i l e i t may form good 
foundations, f o r the present blocks of f l a t s i n western 
Jerusalem,it. was too hard f o r ancient and medieval 
technology t o cope w i t h e a s i l y and even cemetaries i n i t 
have been. few. I n c o n t r a s t , the t u r o n i a n m a t e r i a l has 
many advantages. I t i s an easy rock t o .wmrk and gives i n 
f a c t a choice of two types of b u i l d i n g stones: one i s 
the 'mizzi h e l u * and the other the 'me.leke', the l a t t e r is 
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5 used i n many ofnthe p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s . N.Knight, i n 
examining samples from •Soloinon's Quarries* came t o the 
conclusion t h a t i t was a ve r y pure limestone.^ i n e a r l y 
t i m e s , i t s f l i n t s were used by man and i n l a t e r times 
i t enabled b u i l d i n g stone t o be t r a n s p o r t e d cheaply from 
near the s i t e . The Ophel r i d g e - much t o the d i s g u s t of 
B i b l i c a l a r c h a e o l o g i s t s - has been e x t e n s i v e l y q u a r r i e d 
since i t s abandonment as an i n h a b i t e d p a r t of the c i t y 
a t the end of the fi : p s t c entury A.D. 

The d i f f e r e n c e s between these t h r e e main types of rock 
i n the area were XH apparent t o the e a r l y i n h a b i t 3tnis -
ants of Jerusalem but are now l a r g e l y obscured by the 
.vast amount of debris which has accumulated over the s i t e 
on the t u r o n i a h spur and of the quaternary deposits which 
have been formed over the western h i l l s and the Mount of 

7 
O l i v e s . The bedrock which faced the Jebusites i s thus. . 
now many f e e t underneath the surface and the e a r l y 
e x p l o r e r s of the c i t y ' s remains had t o burrow deep t o 
f i n d B i b l i c a l m a t e r i a l . However, i t i s now c l e a r t h a t 
the. o r i g i n a l s i t i n g and subsequent development of the c i t y 
w h i l e i t may owe much t o the r e l i e f and, as w i l l be shown 
l a t e r , t o human f a c t o r s , has also a s t r o n g basis i n the 

• s o l i d geology / f o r i t has been the t u r o n i a n spur on which 
Jerusalem has been b u i l t which has c a r r i e d a l l the 
advantage's and e s p e c i a l l y i n the days before concrete 
and motor t r u c k s . 
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R e l i e f and Drainage 

With these c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of s o l i d geology i n mind, 
i t i s now necessary t o examine the r e l i e f and drainage 

are 
which BSB* so e s s e n t i a l a p a r t of the s i t e of Jerusalem. 
The term 'drainage* i s here used w i t h reference t o the dry 
or i n t e r m i t t e n t wadis f o r apart from times of f l o d d or towards 
the end of w i n t e r the Hinnom c a r r i e s l i t t l e or no water. The 
K i d r o n , however, c a r r i e s some water ( w i t h a h i g h percentage 
of sewage).for n e a r l y a l l the year. The s i t e of Jerusalem con­
s i s t s of two wadis which separate the h i l l s f o r m i n g the c r e s t 
of the H i l l Country from the Mount of Olives and the 
Wilderness of Judea. Between the two wadis i s a spur of texffe-
l a n d b u i l t of the t u r o n i a n limestone. Thus the wadis approximat 
e l y run along the zones of weakness where the t h r e e l a y e r s 
of rock described above outcrop. The c e n t r a l spur i s i t s e l f 
d i v i d e d by a t h i r d v a l l e y which today i s only v i s i b l e i n i t s . 
lower reaches since the accumulation of debris over the years 
has f i l l e d i t i n beneath the present Old C i t y . The v a l l e y 
s e p a r a t i n g the Mount of O l i v e s from the t u r o n i a n spur i s the 
K i d r o n which i n . i t s upper reaches, i s known as the Wadi Joz.^ 
I n a d d i t i o n , o r i g i n a l l y t h e r e were two f u r t h e r cross v a l l e y s 
which ran under the present Old C i t y , one a t r i b u t a r y of the 
Kidron which drained an area of ground along the present 
V i a Dolorosa (sometimes c a l l e d the St. Anne's Ravine) and 
another ran i n t o the Hinnom from about the area of the 
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M u r i s t a n . The o r i g i n a l s i t e can thus be r e c o n s t r u c t e d as 
i n f i g . 2. There are few f a u l t s i n the area, and so the 
s i t e of Jerusalem, w h i l e v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t , i s comparatively 
simple. 

Since the main centre of h a b i t a t i o n has been on the 
t u r o n i a n spur, t h i s f e a t u r e w i l l be examined i n a l i t t l e 
more d e t a i l . The c e n t r a l v a l l e y ( c a l l e d the Tyropoeon, a f t e r 
Josephus), d i v i d e d the spur i n t o two r i d g e s of unequal 
s i z e . The easternmost r i d g e can be f u r t h e r sub-divided i n t o 
t h r e e s e c t i o n s : -

1) Ophel. This i s the term commonly used t o describe the 
southernmost end of the eastern r i d g e and i t i s the s i t e of 
the o r i g i n a l B i b l i c a l c i t y . The h i l l i s small in s i z e and 
r i s e s t o 700 metres j u s t n o r t h of the V i r g i n ' s Fountain 
from 550 metres at i t s southern t i p ( c a l l e d Pointe Sud 
by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s ) . i t i s completely dwarfed by neighbouring 
h i l l s , but thanks t o the steepness of i t s slopes, e s p e c i a l l y 
on the Kidron s i d e , i t was an e x c e l l e n t defensive s i t e 
i n ancient t i m e s . The smallness of the summit area became 
c r u c i a l a f t e r the r e t u r n from the E x i l e , but u n t i l then 
Ophel was an i d e a l s i t e f o r an urban s e t t l e m e n t , being 
Es±i±y e a s i l y defended and w i t h a good supply of water a t hand. 

2) Mount Moriah. This i s the name commonly giv e n t o the 
h i l l on which the Dome of the Rock stands and i t was here 
where the o l d Jewish temple also stood. I t r i s e s up from 
the Ophel r i d g e of which i t i s a c o n t i n u a t i o n , b u t the h i l l y 
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nature of the t e r r a i n i s d i s g u i s e d by the a r t i f i c i a l 
f l a t n e s s of the p l a t f o r m of th$ Haram esh-Sharif. 

3) North of the St. Anne's Ravine, the r e l i e f becomes 
l e s s rugged and because the Tyropoeon passes under the 
Damascus Gate, the eastern h i l l i s much broader. There 
i s a low broad h i l l under the 'Bezetha' quarter o f the c i t y 
which continues i n t o the s m a l l k n o l l o f t e n c a l l e d Gordon's 
Calvary, on which there i s a Moslem cemetary. Around t h i s 
h i l l and n o r t h of i t , the t e r r a i n i s f l a t t e r and smoother, 
fo r m i n g a l a r g e plateau area and aided also by the presence 
of the t u r o n i a n limestone, t h i s area has seen r a p i d b u i l d i n g 
developments i n times of p r o s p e r i t y . 

• i'he western r i d g e of the t u r o n i a n spur can be d i v i d e d 
i n t o two main se d t i o n s : -

1) Mount Sion i s the name commonly given t o the south­
western h i l l , opposite the Ophel spur. As a p h y s i c a l 
f e a t u r e i t i n c l u d e d not o n l y the Mount Sion e x t r a muros, but 
a l s o the Armenian Quarter i n s i d e the c i t y w a l l s . I t r i s e s t o 
7b0 f s s i metres i n the l a t t e r area and i s much l a r g e r than the 
Ophel-Moriah r i d g e i n surface area. This l e d many e a r l y 
scholars t o l o c a t e the B i b l i c a l Zion here, although some of 
the more a s t u t e such as George Adam Smith could see t h a t t h i s 
c o u l d not have been s o . ^ I t would have given a surface 
area f o r the ancient c i t y out of a l l p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s s i z e 
and importance. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t the south-western 
h i l l was l a t e i n being b u i l t on and the only time i n which 
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t h i s area was e x t e n s i v e l y s e t t l e d was i n the Byzantine era, 
apart from the suburban developments under the l a t e r Herods. 
Reasons f o r t h i s w i l l "be discussed elsewhere (Ch. 10,11) f o r 
they are not p h y s i c a l . I n terms of bedrock a n d ' r e l i e f , the 
Mount Sion h i l l makes i d e a l b u i l d i n g area. 

2) North of the south-west h i l l i s a small east - west 
v a l l e y now s c a r c e l y t r a c e a b l e l e a d i n g i n t o the Hinnom under 
the J a f f a Gate and another small r a v i n e l e a d i n g i n t o the 
Tyropoeon (see F i g . 2 ) j a f t e r t h i s the land r i s e s again t o 
790 metres outside the north-west corner of the Old C i t y w a l l . 
The' land r i s e s g e n t l y towards the c r e s t of the H i l l Country 
and l i n k s up w i t h the f l a t t e r p l ateau mentioned above. 

•In sum, then, Jerusalem has g e n e r a l l y confined i t s e l f 
t o the t u r o n i a n spur between the Hinnom and Kidron v a l l e y s 
and has i t s e l f had t o cope - e s p e c i a l l y i n B i b l i c a l times — 
w i t h the b a r r i e r of the Tyropoeon v a l l e y and the need t o 
b u i l d on steep land. The steepness and smallness of Ophel 
was solved i n p a r t by the ' M i l l o ' t e r r a c e s b i i t i t was only 
w i t h the f o u n d a t i o n of A e l i a on the f l a t t e r land t o the 
n o r t h t h a t the b u i l d i n g of lar&e e d i f i c e s and spacious 
houses became p o s s i b l e . The v a l l e y s have been used f o r 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n and the h i l l s beyond have been 
l i t t l e s e t t l e d u n t i l the present c e n t u r y . Many of the 
p i l g r i m s have commented on the rough and mountainous 
t e r r a i n i n which Jerusalem i s s i t u a t e d and the steepness 
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of the v a l l e y s t o the south, east and west. As R i t t e r 
observed, the o n l y way f o r expansion from the o l d s i t e was 

12 

t o the n o r t h . 

Climate 

I n the study of urban geography, c l i m a t i c f a c t o r s are 
usEually given but scant mention because i n morphological 
terms they can be regarded as constant. The weather regimes 
of most c i t i e s of the w o r l d vary l i t t l e from one p a r t of the 
urban area t o another, although some minor c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
such as incidence of f o g , breezes, f r o s t , e t c . may be 
i m p o r t a n t . I n the case of Jerusalem, however, t h i s i S 
not so t r u e , f o r the c i t y stands at a p o i n t where c l i m a t i c 
f a c t o r s change very r a p i d l y and weather c o n d i t i o n s a t the 
present Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y f o r example, are s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
d i f f e r e n t from those at Bethany. Even i f the area i s 
narrowed t o the immediate environs of the c i t y , t h e r e are 
important weather d i f f e r e n c e s . This i s t y p i c a l of areas 
on the edge of the a r i d zone where c o n d i t i o n s can change 
r a p i d l y over a s h o r t distance and can vary enormously 
from year t o year. Thus the general weather c o n d i t i o n s 
must be m o d i f i e d by two c o n s i d e r a t i o n s : 1) t h a t from year 
t o year there may be great f l u c t u a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y of 
r a i n f a l l . 2) t h a t Jerusalem i s j u s t east of the c r e s t of 
the H i l l Country and r a i n f a l l decreases r a p i d l y from the 
western t o the eastern suburbs. 
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Temperatures i n Jerusalem f o l l o w the normal seasonal 
p a t t e r n , being h i g h d u r i n g the summer months ( J u l y average 
= 23°G.) and m i l d d u r i n g the w i n t e r months (January average 
= 9°c.). Snow can occur but i s r a r e and f r o s t i s not very 
severe although some u s u a l l y occurs. Consequently the 
temperatures are somewhat cooler than i n the Jordan v a l l e y 
and the c o a s t a l a r e a s . T h i s has g i v e n the c i t y - and t o 
some extent neighbouring Ramallah - the f u n c t i o n of summer 
h o l i d a y r e s p r t f o r the c o o l e r breezes and lower h u m i d i t y 
are c e r t a i n l y a welcome change from c o n d i t i o n s at T e l Aviv. 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t f e a t u r e of the c l i m a t e , however, i s 
the r a i n f a l l . This i s much more v a r i a b l e than the temperature 
both from year t o year and also from area t o area, as 
mentioned above. Most r a i n comes from depressions•which 
move over the country from the Mediterranean d u r i n g the 
w i n t e r months and there i s some r a i n f a l l from summer st.orms. 
The annual t o t a l i s u s u a l l y from 20 - 25 inches i n the Old 
C i t y . Annual f l u c t u a t i o n s are considerable, however, as the 

15 
observations taken i n the c i t y since 1846 have shown 
and so the average i s not very meaningful. A drought i n 
e a r l y Spring, i n p a r t i c u l a r can s p e l l d i s a s t e r f o r l o c a l 
farmers and s e r i o u s l y deplete the urban water supply. I t 
i s t h i s u n c e r t a i n t y t h a t has led- the c i t i z e n s from e a r l y 
times t o look f o r a m u l t i p l i c i t y of sources of water and 
w h i l e c i s t e r n s are common, the c i t y has never l i k e d t o be 
e n t i r e l y dependent on them. 
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As the weather comesin from the west, most r a i n f a l l s 
on the western slopes of the H i l l Country and thus by the 
time an a i r mass has reached the Old C i t y j u s t east of the 
c r e s t i t has already l o s t much of i t s moisture as i t begins 
i t s downward journey t o the Jordan. On many occasions, r a i n 
f a l l s over .western Jerusalem but not over the Mount of Olives « 
and beyond Bethany so l i t t l e r a i n f a l l s t t i a t desert c o n d i t i o n s 
q u i c k l y take over. Not u n t i l the mountains of Transjordan 
are reached does the a i r mass again become r a i s e d s u f f i c i e n t l y 
f o r ample moisture t o f a l l , ^ence the Mount of O l i v e s , 
already formed of dry s o f t chalk, i s made even l e s s 
i n v i t i n g by the la c k of r a i n which f a l l s on i t s eastern 
f l a n k s ; and when r a i n does f a l l the surface of the h i l l 
becomes very s l i p p e r y . This rainshadow e f f e c t i s of great 
importance i n t h a t i t has created yet another l i m i t t o the • 
expansion of Jerusalem i n an e a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n but eased 
expansion t o the west. 

Water Supply. 

That Jerusalem has water supply problems has already 
been h i n t e d a t . I t has been i n f a c t , a prime concern of the 
c i t y ' s i n h a b i t a n t s down the ages t o secure adequate supplies 
of water. While a, few w r i t e r s have p r a i s e d the water supply 
of the c i t y , n o t a b l y Mukaddasi the 10th. Century n a t i v e of 
Jerusalem \^ most have remarked on i t s s c a r c i t y , such as 
I s t a k r i who wrote: " I n Bayt al-Maqdis, there i s no r u n ning 
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water but unusable sources f o r the c u l t i v a b l e fields'.' 
•Basically, the precious l i q u i d has come from three sources:-

1) C i s t e r n s 
C i s t e r n s have been used t o sto r e r a i n f a l l from e a r l y 

times and most houses today i n the o l d e r areas have c i s t e r n s , 
I t i s -a secure form of personal water- i n as f a r as i t i s not 
s u b j e c t t t o i n t e r f e r e n c e from outside, but i t i s dependent on 
a good f a l l of r a i n and i s l i a b l e t o p o l l u t i o n . 

2) N a t u r a l Sources 
While c i s t e r n s are almost u b i q u i t o u s , n a t u r a l sources 

of water i n Jerusalem are l i m i t e d -to two: the V i r g i n ' s 
Fountain and Job's Well. The former - i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the 
B i b l i c a l Gihon - was probably one of the c h i e f d e c i d i n g 
f a c t o r s i n the s i t i n g of the o r i g i n a l Canaanite c i t y . I t i s 
a n a t u r a l spring,, the u l t i m a t e source of which has y e t t o 
be found, and i t hass a c u r i o u s i r r e g u l a r f l o w caused by a 
n a t u r a l syphon i n the cave from which i t issues. I t has been 
inconvenient i n as f a r as i t has been outside the c i t y w a l l s 
even i n ancient times, and two attempts were made by e a r l y 
r u l e r s t o make i t more ac c e s s i b l e . One was the ' g u t t e r ' 
of the Jebusmtes which l e d down t o the s p r i n g from the c i t y 
above and the other was the t u n n e l through t o the Pool of 
Siloam, b u i l t by Hezekiah. Another channel also attempted t o 
take water t o a more convenient p o i n t , but only Hezekiah's 
Tunnel was safe from enemy i n t e r f e r e n c e and i t has p e r s i s t e d 
down the c e n t u r i e s . The main users of the V i r g i n ' s Fountain 



3 JERUSALEM: WATER SUPPLY 

Twin pools under S i s t e r s of Zion Convent 
The 'Great Sea' 
B i r k e t el-Hamra (Old Pool of Siloam) 

Pool of 
Bethesda Bkt. S i t t i 

aryam 
Bkt. I s r a e l 

P 
3kt. 
Hammam 
al- B a t r a k 

l i r k e t 
As-Sultan 

Pool of 
Siloam 

V i r g i n ' s .Pntn. 

Hezekiah's Tunne! 

Low Level Acqueduct 

e Job's Well 



27 

are the i n h a b i t a n t s of Silwan. 
The other n a t u r a l source of supply i s the w e l l a l i t t l e 

d i s t ant, from the j u n c t i o n of the Hinnom and K i d r o n , c a l l e d 
Job's Well ( B i r E i y u b ) . I t i s i n d e f e n s i b l e from the c i t y and xs 
very f a r away f o r common use. I n e a r l y times i t must have been 
used only i n times of shortage ( i t never seems t o run dry) 
but throughout medieval, Ottoman and modern times i t has 
mainly s u p p l i e d a small hamlet w i t h i r r i g a t i o n water and i t s 
use as an urban supply has been l i m i t e d . 

The general l a c k of n a t u r a l water supplied i n Jerusalem 
was the cause of comment by not only European p i l g r i m s but-
some Arab w r i t e r s as w e l l . Yaqubi thus wrote t h a t " the 
i n h a b i t a n t s o f . t h e c i t y o b t a i n water from r a i n . There i s 

"I D 

no house w i t h o u t a c i s t e r n . But the water i s bad....." 
S i m i l a r l y , Nasir-i-Khusrau commented t h a t "There i s there no 
water, other than rainwater'. 1 I t thus would seem t h a t i n the 
Middle Ages the i n h a b i t a n t s of the c i t y d i d not f r e q u e n t 
even the two extra-mural sources of n a t u r a l supply but 
p r e f e r e d t h e i r own c i s t e r n s . . 

3) A r t i f i c i a l Sources 
The d i v i s i o n between a r t i f i c i a l and n a t u r a l sources 

of water i s a l i t t l e a r b i t r a r y , but here w i l l be discussed 
those sources which are bro'^ught i n from outside and also 
the l a r g e r tanks and pools. The main a r t i f i c i a l pools i n 
the c i t y are the f o l l o w i n g : -
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1) Pool of Siloam, which i s f e d through Hezekiah's 
Tunnel from the V i r g i n ' s Fountain. In. the Middle Ages i t was 
l a r g e l y a b a t h i n g pool and also used i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a 
tannery. 

2) B i r k e t es-Sultan, i n the Hinnom v a l l e y i s now dry but 
was b u i l t i n the Middle Ages. I t never seems t o have been 
of any great importance and receives scant mention. 

3) Mamillah Pool f u r t h e r up the Hinnom v a l l e y i s also 
no longer i n use and i s of u n c e r t a i n age. 

4) Pool of Bethesda, l o c a t e d next t o St. Anne's Church 
j u s t i n s i d e St.Stephen's Gate c o n s i s t s of an ancient p a i r of 
pools w i t h the r u i n s of o l d Churches over them. Whether i t 
i s genuinely the pool of t h a t name mentioned i n the Gospels 
i s not r e l e v e n t t o our present purpose,- although the . 
evidence p o i n t s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . . I t i s c e r t a i n l y one of the 
a r t i f i c i a l sources of B i b l i c a l Jerusalem and was a s t r o n g 
p o i n t of i n t e r e s t w i t h the medieaval p i l g r i m s . I t i s now 
not used.for water supply. 

5) B i r k e t I s r a e l i s the l a r g e dry pool opposite the 
Pool of Bethesda and against the n o r t h e r n w a l l of the 
Haram eniclosure. There has been some dis c u s s i o n as t o 
whether t h i s was the Bethesda of the mediaeval p i l g r i m s . 

6) B i r k e t Hamman a l - B a t r a k , i s an o l d p o o l , l y i n g 
j u s t - w e s t of the Muristan. T r a d i t i o n a l l y ascribed t o 
Hezekiah i t i s now thought t o be the Amygdalon po o l of 
Josephus and was probably b u i l t as p a r t of Herod the Great's 
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atqueduct scheme. The source of water i s now p u r e l y r a i n 
i 

and i t i s l i t t l e used on account of p o l l u t i o n . 
7) There are i n a d d i t i o n a number of smaller pools and 

tanks i n the c i t y . The Haram area, has a lar g e number of such »e 
sources because of the I s l a m i c requirements of c l e a n l i n e s s 
i n p u b l i c worship and i t includes one larg e system c a l l e d 
•The Great -Sea'. They are a l l underground. There i s also an 
o l d underground system underneath, the S i s t e r s of Zion 
Convent.. 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the a r t i f i c i a l p o o l s , there have been 
attempts since the 1 s t . Century B.C. t o t a p e x t e r n a l 
s u p p l i e s . The f i r s t of these was the High Level Atqueduct 
which was probably con s t r u c t e d by Herod the Great f o r i t takes 
water from the ttadi e l B i a r and empties i t near the king's 
palace gardens.. The aeoueduct used g r a v i t y f o r the most p a r t 
although there was an i n v e r t e d syphon near Bethlehem. I t i s 
d o u b t f u l whether the general popula.ee made much use of t h i s 
supply. S i m i l a r l y there v/as the Low Level Aoqueduct, which asi 
s u p p l i e d the Temple i n the 1 s t . Century A.D. from the 
r e s e r v o i r south of Bethlehem known as 'Solomon's Pools'. 
I t i s probably the; one b u i l t by P i l a t e . This a»queduct 
stayed i n use t o some degree u n t i l the present century 
and i n the F i r s t World 7/ar p e r i o d c a r r i e d 80,000 g a l l o n s 
of water d a i l y , of which 40,000 a r r i v e d a t Jerusalem but 

20 
was of l i m i t e d use. Most of i t was f o u l and disgorged at 
the B i r k e t e s - a u l t a n and i n the Haram area. 

http://popula.ee
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The degree t o which. Jerusalem c o u l d cope w i t h i t s water-
supply problem i s remarkable and W.T.Massey estimated t h a t 
the c i s t e r n s of the c i t y could, h o l d 360,000,000 g a l l o n s f o r a 
p o p u l a t i o n (191b) of 50,000. 5 2 1 However, the dangers of 

L 

p o A l u t i o n were uppermost i n the minds of the mandate 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and a f t e r 1917 new piped supplies from sources 
outside the immediate urban area were c o n s t r u c t e d . The water 
supplies have had l i t t l e i n f l u e n c e on urban growth although 
the o r i g i n a l s i t e on Ophel was c e r t a i n l y i n f l u e n c e d by-lthe 
presence of the l o c a l s p r i n g . I n g e n e r a l , however, tanks and 
c i s t e r n s have been b u i l t i n response t o the demand of urban 
growth and t h e r e i s no evidence t h a t they have spearheaded 
i t or a t t r a c t e d r e s i d e n t i a l development. 

S o i l , Climate and A g r i c u l t u r e 

The resources of Jerusalem i n a g r i c u l t u r a l terms w i l l 
be d e a l t w i t h i n subsequent pages, and here j u s t a^few comments 
w i l l be made. The uncomplimentary remarks of many v i s i t o r s 
to. Jerusalem concerning i t s s o i l s and v e g e t a t i o n cover have 

22 
o f t e n been quoted. WitJa. the general l a c k of s o i l as a 
r e s u l t of steep slopes and porous r o c k , and the u n c e r t a i n t y 
of r a i n f a l l , the main a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s of the area 
have ; been concerned w i t h the c u l t i v a t i o n of hardy t r e e crops 
such as the o l i v e and the g r a z i n g of goats and sheep. The 
p a t t e r n of a g r i c u l t u r e v i s i b l e today on the h i l l slopes 
around the c i t y has been unchanged f o r c e n t u r i e s ^ b ein.g -fĉ e 
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f e l l a h ' s response t o the barrenness of h i s land. Only i n the 
v a l l e y s has t h e r e been much c u l t i v a t i o n and the lower Kidron 
i n p a r t i c u l a r seems t o have been most used f o r t h i s purpose, 
t h e r e being many w i t n e s s e s f t o the f e r t i l i t y of the ground 

24 
watered by the V i r g i n ' s Fountain. Gardens appear t o have 
been a common f e a t u r e of the surrounds of Jerusalem but 
only i n the v a l l e y s has i t been p o s s i b l e t o grow much more 
than bushes and t r e e s . The t r a n s e p t across the Kid r o n V a l l e y 
i n F i g . 4 i l l u s t r a t e s t h i s p o i n t : the Garden of Gethsemane 
i s f a i r l y h e a v i l y c u l t i v a t e d but on the h i l l slopes there 
are only t r e e s , cemetaries and sheep. Again i t i s on the 
t u r o n i a n spur t h a t the best a g r i c u l t u r a l land i s found 
o u t s i d e the v a l l e y s , f o r here are pockets of c l a y and the 
rock bed holds the water b e t t e r than does the Benonian chalk*,' 
Consequently the c i t y has o f t e n seen gardens w i t h i n the w a l l s 
or j u s t o u t s i d e . Much of the area of Mount Sion and the lower 
Tyropoeon have been used f o r c u l t i v a t i o n and put under the 
plough w h i l e such areas as the Haram esh-Sharif and the ' 
gardens i n the Armenian Quarter have given the c i t y pleasant 
open spaces. Recently a d a i r y farm teas been o p e r a t i n g on 
the summit of the Mount of Ol i v e s , and t h i s may improve 
the s o i l l o c a l l y . 
P h y s i c a l Environment and Urban Growth 

I t can be r e a d i l y appreciated t h a t Jerusalem has a s i t e 
and s i t u a t i o n which i s a f a r c r y from the f l a t peneplain of 
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the models of the urban h i e r a r c h y t h e o r i s t s . The basic 
n e c e s s i t i e s of l i f e sdch as water and defence and food .supplies 
have dominated the growth of the c i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
l o c a t i o n a l terms, t o a degree r a r e l y found i n European 
c o u n t r i e s . The o r i g i n a l se'ttlement of the c i t y and i t s 
subsequent growth have been a t l e a s t t o a lar g e e x t e n t s e n s i t i v e 
t o these p h y s i c a l demands. Thus i t can-be seen t h a t the 
Ophel r i d g e w i t h i t s steep sides, small surface area and 
p e r e n n i a l s p r i n g a t the f o o t , was an i d e a l s i t e f o r the c i t y 
of B i b l i c a l times. That the c i t y should remain on the 
t u r o n i a n spur and grow northwards along i t can also be seen 
to be a t l e a s t i n p a r t a response t o p h y s i c a l c o n t r o l s . 
Hence the l o c a t i o n of A e l i a C a p i t o l i n a where i t i s , f o r 
n e i t h e r the Mount of Olives nor the h i l l s west of the Hinnom 
were s u i t a b l e f o r Hadrian's colony - i t had t o be on the 
t u r o n i a n spur f o r p r a c t i c a l purposes. The need f o r defence 
l e d i n subsequent years t o a r e l u c t a n c e t o s e t t l e i n the 
v a l l e y s and the c i t y spread northwards, and l a t e r • westwards; 
i t never - even i n the present century - found i t p r a c t i c a b l e 
t o grow onto the h i l l s t o the east. Only the''wretched' 
v i l l a g e of Silwan developed east of the Kidron. The t u r o n i a n 
limestone was the best- f o r b u i l d i n g purposes; i t gave the 
best s o i l s ; f l a n k e d by steep v a l l e y s on a l l sides but the. 
north,, i t was e a s i l y defended; while i t s r a i n f a l l supply 
was more c e r t a i n than t h a t of the v i l l a g e s around the Mount 
of O l i v e s . The cen.oman.ian h i l l s t o the west were t o d open t o 

http://cen.oman.ian
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"be e a s i l y defended under the m i l i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s which, 
p r e v a i l e d "before the present century and i t s rocks were 
more d i f f i c u l t t o quarry; the senonian h i l l s t o the east 
were composed of m a t e r i a l which was v e r y poor f o r b u i l d i n g 
poor f o r a g r i c u l t u r e and again open t o the enemy. 

Consequently, the f a c t t h a t Jerusalem i s s i t u a t e d and 
has grown on the t u r o n i a n spur i s i n f l u e n c e d t o a larg e 
e x t e n t by p h y s i c a l c o n t r o l s . Even Hadrian could f i n d no 
s u b s t i t u t e and u n t i l the western suburbs began t o grow under 
the economic and r e l i g i o u s pressures .of the. l a t e 19th... and 
20th. Centuries, Jerusalem was confined a l m o s t ' e n t i r e l y 
t o the r i d g e between the Hihnom and the Kidron. 



34/* 

CHAPTER 1 

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL INFLUENCES 

There i s a stron g i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n between the commercial 
f u n c t i o n s of a c i t y and other a c t i v i t i e s . Consequently i t i s 
not easy t o judge the i n f l u e n c e of economic f a c t o r s on urban 
development since they are c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o other t h i n g s . 
For i n s t a n c e , much of the commerce and i n d u s t r y of Jerusalem 
i s c l o s e l y t i e d up w i t h the p i l g r i m t r a d e and even •normal' 
marketing a c t i v i t i e s (food r e t a i l i n g f o r example) show 
marked f l u c t u a t i o n s according t o the p r o s p e r i t y of the 
p i l g r i m s e c t o r . However, as i n the l a s t chapter an attempt 
was made t o i s o l a t e as f a r as possi b l e p u r e l y p h y s i c a l 
f o r c e s i n f l u e n c i n g the c i t y ' s f u n c t i o n a l and morphological 
development, so i n t h i s chapter an attempt w i l l be made t o 
t o i s o l a t e the commercial i n f l u e n c e s and assess something of 
t h e i r r o l e i n the development of Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem as a Commercial Centre 
At f i r s t s i g h t , .the general s i t u a t i o n of Jerusalem might 

lead t o the s u p p o s i t i o n t h a t i t has been i d e a l l y s u i t e d t o 
f u n c t i o n as a market centre and a commercial node. I t i s 
c e n t r a l t o P a l e s t i n e as a whole and stands a t a crossroads 
p o i n t on the H i l l Country where the r o u t e along the c r e s t of 
the h i l l s meets an east - west route from Transjordan which 
crosses the Jordan j u s t n o r t h of the Dead Sea and makes f o r 
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the Mediterranean c o a s t a t J a f f a . x e t Jerusalem has not 

occupied a predominant commercial p o s i t i o n i n P a l e s t i n e 

at a l l ^ f o r i t i s not a r e a l centre of the most important 

r o u t e s nor has i t l a r g e r e s o u r c e s or a r i c h h i n t e r l a n d . The 

most important routeway p a s s i n g through P a l e s t i n e has 

g e n e r a l l y been t h a t which runs along the c o a s t and the 

Shephelah from the N i l e to Damascus. T h i s i s the main 

F e r t i l e C r e s c e n t route and apart from s m a l l p e r i o d s of 

h i s t o r y when p o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s have i n t e r v e n e d ( as a t 

p r e s e n t ) i t has c a r r i e d most of the through t r a f f i c . Denis 

•tSaly c a l l s i t one of the "primary r o u t e s of the world"^" 

and i t has been the major l i n k between A f r i c a and A s i a . 

Yet i t has passed Jerusalem by, and the main commercial 

g a i n s from t h i s route have gone to such towns as .Megiddo 

and Ascalon i n a n c i e n t times or .Lydda and Er-Ramleh i n 

the Middle Ages. The only trade which Jerusalem has ever 

been i n a p o s i t i o n to p r o f i t from has been t r a f f i c from the 

e a s t e r n s i d e of the Jordan to the seaport of Jop p a / J a f f a , but 

the t r i b e s of the e a s t have never engaged i n much tr a d e i n 

t h i s d i r e c t i o n and as George Adam Smith remarked, "Jerusalem 

was never such a market- f o r the Bedouin as e i t h e r Hebron or 
o 

Gaza." B a l y c o n s i d e r s t h i s a very minor route and the 

Jordan with the Wilderness of Judea to the west of i t have 

tended to a c t as a b a r r i e r to communication r a t h e r than an 

a i d . ^ A l l t h a t can be s a i d i s t h a t due to the f a c t t h a t 

the northern end of the Dead Sea i s almost p r e c i s e l y the 



36 

l a t i t u d e of Jerusalem, i t i s f a i r l y c e r t a i n t h a t f o r most 

of i t s h i s t o r y what t r a f f i c has t r a v e l l e d along t h i s route 

has passed through or near the c i t y . 

I t i s w i t h regard, to the route along the c r e s t of the 

H i l l Country t h a t Jerusalem has been a t more of;.a commercial 

advantage. I t has been a v e r y convenient c e n t r e f o r the 

v i l l a g e s and t r i b e s of the H i l l Country of Judea and 

Samaria and the c i t y seems to have had some f u n c t i o n as a 

corn exchange i n B i b l i c a l times^ and during the p e r i o d 

under J o r d a n i a n r u l e between 1948 and 1967 the c i t y 

e x e r c i s e d some f u n c t i o n s as a market f o r the whole of the 

West Bank. I t had, however, f i e r c e competition from Nablus 

and i n Ottoman times the comments of v a r i o u s t r a v e l l e r s do 

not l e a d us t o regard the c i t y as of major importance as a 

c e n t r e of t r a d e and commerce. There are c e r t a i n advantages 

m i t s s i t u a t i o n which encourage commercial a c t i v i t y 

but i t i s doubtful whether these extend beyond the c o n f i n e s 

of the c e n t r a l H i l l Country. I n f a c t i t i s doubtful 

wheihher - except when p i l g r i m p r o s p e r i t y or government 

a c t i o n has i n f l u e n c e d the s i t u a t i o n - the commercial 

f u n c t i o n s of Jerusalem ever extended f u r t h e r 3$3&£ll than the 

' V a l l e y of the Robbers' or f u r t h e r south than 'Solomon's 

P o o l s ' . To the north Nablus has provided a market c e n t r e and 

to the south Hebron has f u l f i l l e d the same f u n c t i o n f o r i t s 

l o c a l v i l l a g e s . I n other words there i s no evidence t h a t 
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Jerusalem has "by means of n a t u r a l s i t u a t i o n been any more 

than a p r o v i n c i a l market c e n t r e i n terms of f u n c t i o n and 

c e r t a i n l y during the Middle Ages and the Ottoman pe r i o d , 

when government f u n c t i o n s were g e n e r a l l y s i t u a t e d outside 

the c i t y , i t never gave evidence of being l i k e l y to a c t as 

a major entrepot or t r a d i n g c e n t r e f o r P a l e s t i n e and no r u l e r 

s i n c e Herod Agrippa has shown any i n c l i n a t i o n to make i t so. 

Only the other f u n c t i o n s which the c i t y has had have enabled 

i t to grow i n s i z e and r e p u t a t i o n beyond i t s rivals,«tf 

Nablus and Hebron. 

The r e g i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s of Jerusalem as a commercial 

c e n t r e cannot be f i t t e d i n t o a neat system of s e t t l e m e n t 

h i e r a r c h y even i f one were to regard i t as a primate c i t y , 

which i t has not been s i n c e A.D.70. I n hard commercial terms, 

i t i s not even primate c i t y of I s r a e l but s u b s i d i a r y to T e l 

Aviv and the p a t t e r n of u r b a n - r u r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n the a r e a 

i n the Middle Ages did not f o l l o w the l i n e s which C r y s t a l l e r 

found i n Germany.-^ Indeed the Moslem empires had t h e i r major 

urban c e n t r e s - C a i r o , Baghdad, Damascus, Co n s t a n t i n o p l e , etc 

but beyond these the p r o v i n c e s were d i v i d e d i n t o a s e r i e s of 

s m a l l independent c i t y r e g i o n s . 

Jerusalem's b a s i c r e g i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s have been 

examined by E . E f r a t and'others i n the I s r a e l P h y s i c a l Master 
7 

P l a n , by means of axes of communication: These i l l u s t r a t e 

how the c i t y has been able to serve as a -market c e n t r e arid 

minor route c e n t r e f o r the c e n t r a l h i l l country, but not 
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beyond. The major axes are shown i n P i g . 5 and can be summed 

up a s : -

1) To the n o r t h : Ramallah-Bireh; ITablus; and beyond to 

the P l a i n of J e z r e e l and G a l i l e e . Ramallah, a s m a l l h i l l 

r e s o r t town of mainly C h r i s t i a n p e r s u a s i o n i s d e c i d e d l y 

w i t M n the immediate market a r e a of Jerusalem; Nablus on the 

other hand i s not and i t has i t s own independent range of 

s e r v i c e s f o r the v i l l a g e s of Samaria. North of the ' V a l l e y 

of the Robbers' connections with Jerusalem have g e n e r a l l y 

been l i m i t e d to r e l i g i o u s purposes or perhaps education. 

2) To the south: Bethlehem; Hebron; Beersheba and the 

Negev. Bethlehem, a s m a l l C h r i s t i a n town, i s v e r y c l o s e l y 

t i e d to J e r u s a l e m through a common i n t e r e s t i n the p i l g r i m 

t r a d e and i s v e r y much p a r t of the c i t y ' s market r e g i o n . 

Hebron was to some extent dependent on Jerusalem f o r c e r t a i n 

s e r v i c e s d u r i n g the- post-194a Jordanian period, but w i t h i n 

'the h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d w i t h which t h i s t h e s i s i s p r i m a r i l y 

concerned i t has been an independent town with i t s own market 

a r e a . 

3) To ±Eti the e a s t : J e r i c h o ; Amman (& S a l t ) . T h i s 

a x i s l i n k s to the o a s i s of J e r i c h o arid, beyond the Jordan to 

Amman, S a l t , Madaba and the highway along the- d e s e r t border. 

•Jericho i s the only p l a c e which has had any c l o s e commercial 

l i n k s with Jerusalem - i t has s u p p l i e d the c i t y w i t h food -

but the a x i s f u r t h e r e a s t has only a c t e d as a means of 

t r a n s p o r t i n g Moslem p i l g r i m s from Damascus to Mecca, to 
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*do' Jerusalem en r o u t e . 

A ) To the west: JBeth Shemesh; ttamleh (& Lydda); J a f f a 

(& T e l Aviv;. To judge by the i n s e t map i n B i g . 5, t h i s 

would seem to be the most important r o u t e . I n terms of 

L o c a l market f u n c t i o n s , however, i t i s doubtful i f Jerusalem 

has ever had s t r o n g commercial r e l a t i o n s w ith a r e a s f a r west 

of E i n Karem, e s p e c i a l l y as during most of the Arab and 

Ottoman p e r i o d s , Ramleh was c a p i t a l of P i l a s t i n and would 

t h e r e f o r e a t t r a c t a l a r g e r share of the l o c a l t r a d e . T h i s 

a x i s has been important i n l i n k i n g Jerusalem w i t h the V i a 

Maris and the c o a s t a t J a f f a and hence i t has been the main 

route t r a v e l l e d by p i l g r i m s and immigrants: hence i t s 

importance. 

L o c a l Resources 

Most w r i t e r s have commented on the s p a r c i t y of n a t u r a l 

r e s o u r c e s of the country around Jerusalem. Thus R u s s e l l i n 

1830 d e s c r i b e s the approach .to Jerusalem from the west: 

"The ground, which had h i t h e r t o e x h i b i t e d some verdure 
becomes a l t o g e t h e r bare; the s i d e s of the mountains, 
expanding themselves, assume a t once an appearance of g r e a t e r 
grandeur and s t e r i l i t y . P r e s e n t l y a l l v e g e t a t i o n c e a s e s ; 
even the v e r y mosses disappear.*..," 8 

However, as George Adam Smith observed, ones' opinion of the 

surroundings of Jerusalem v e r y much depends upon whether one 

I t should be remembered t h a t an a x i s of communication 
r e p r e s e n t s a t h e o r e t i c a l and a b s t r a c t e d l i n k between p l a c e s 
and not a routeway. Hence the a c t u a l r o u t e s may change i n 
accordance w i t h circumstances, but the a x i s may remain. 
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i s accustomed to the green f i e l d s of Europe of the bare 

d e s e r t s of A r a b i a . ^ 

There are two main uses f o r the n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s of 

the Jerusalem r e g i o n : a) A g r i c u l t u r e and b) Quarrying. There 

are no m i n e r a l d e p o s i t s of v a l u e or other bases f o r 

secondary production i n the a r e a . The a g r i c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s 

of Jerusalem are not l a r g e compared w i t h those of the 

moister G a l i l e e or the f l a t t e r Sharon p l a i n . However, i t must 

not be assumed t h a t the c i t y l i e s i n the midst of a d e s e r t 

f o r t h e re i s some p o t e n t i a l and t h e r e are many p l a c e s where 

s o i l i s p l e n t i f u l and good crops can be obtained. Nevertheles 

i t . i s apparent to the observer t h a t the complimentary 

d e s c r i p t i o n of the promised land i n Deuteronomy 8. 7-8 must 

be taken i n the context of a group of t r i b e s moving i n from 

the d e s e r t . I t i s c l e a r t h a t i n times of economic p r o s p e r i t y 

the c i t y has appeared to be i n the midst of p l e n t y : Mukaddasi 
• S 

( a n a t i v e of the c i t y and therefore probably not unbiased) 

could see t h e r e "milk i n p l e n t y and honey and sugar i n 

abundance" and commented on the p r o d u c t i v i t y of the orange, 

banana, almond, date, nat and f i g . ^ F e l i x . P a b r i considered 

the c i t y s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t f o r " a l l the n e c e s s i t i e s of l i f e 

grow there i n abundance'.''^ However, t h e r e are a l s o on r e c o r d 

many uncomplimentary remarkas from l e s s prosperous times, 

such as.those of Warburton who found t h a t "not a t r e e or 
12 

green spot i s visible'.' 
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What seems c l e a r i s t h a t the surrounding h i l l s and 

v a l l e y s had l i t t l e to encourage the growth of corn on a l a r g e 

s c a l e and few w r i t e r s mention t h i s crop (Theodorich being 

one of the f e w ) . The shallow s o i l , u n d u l a t i n g r e l i e f and 

u n r e l i a b l e r a i n f a l l a l l m i t i g a t e a g a i n s t c e r e a l s . However, 

the a r e a does seem to have been adaptable, as seen i n the 

previous chapter, to the production of t r e e crops -

e s p e c i a l l y the o l i v e , f i g and v i n e . Hence, most Englishmen 

w i t h t h e i r v i s i o n s of the hedgerows and f i e l d s . o f home, have 
L 

not been complimentary about the c i t y ' s a g r i c u ^ u r e ; but 

v i s i t o r s from. Mediterranean lands or other Middle E a s t 

c o u n t r i e s have not been so taken aback. The o l i v e , f i g and 

v i n e are not a t t r a c t i v e p l a n t s , d o t t i n g the bare s o i l where 

the sheep and goats wander i n s e a r c h of g r a s s ; but they do 

provide many of the " n e c e s s i t i e s of l i f e " . The s i t u a t i o n has 

been perhaps b e s t d e s c r i b e d by N i c c o l o of Poggibonsi who wrote 
" I t s surroundings have n e i t h e r f o r e s t s nor wood; f r u i t 

t r e e s and v i n e y a r d s there are i n p l e n t y and i t s s o i l i s very 
p r e c i o u s ; and a i l i s h i l l s , mounts and v a l l e y s . " 13 

. Consequently we can see that the a r e a i s not devoid, i n 

c a p a c i t y f o r a g r i c u l t u r e but i t s p o t e n t i a l i s l i m i t e d . The 

Kidron v a l l e y has s o i l and water and the t u r o n i a n spur as a 

whole has had gardens and been und.er the plough f o r most of 

recorded h i s t o r y . I n the v i l l a g e lands to the n o r t h and west 

t h e r e i s -a long h i s t o r y of c u l t i v a t i o n of c e r e a l s as w e l l as 

t r e e crops and v e g e t a b l e s . There i s thus some p o t e n t i a l . I t 

must be remembered, however, t h a t Jerusalem i s not the c e n t r e 
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of a prosperous a g r i c u l t u r a l country; production i s ample 

but patchy. I t can support peasant l i f e ; i t cannot support 

a l a r g e urban community. E a s t of the Mount of O l i v e s the 

a r i d zone q u i c k l y s e t s i n and nothing can be c u l t i v a t e d ; 

even to the west, t h i n s o i l cover and h i l l y t e r r a i n has 

l i m i t e d farming a c t i v i t y to a few s e l e c t e d s p o t s . I n f a c t 

the main r u r a l a c t i v i t y i n the a r e a has always been animal 

grazing*, mainly sheep and goats. These can be seen today 

even i n the KEsatssiss c emeteries around the c i t y w a l l s 

and lamb has been a f a v o u r i t e d i s h of both the a n c i e n t Jews 

and the Arabs. I t can be seen then, t h a t the a g r i c u l t u r a l 

r e s o u r c e s of the Jerusalem a r e a are mediocre: but the a r e a 

i s not a b a r r e n d e s e r t . Under the impetus of urban growth 

many crops have f l o u r i s h e d ; but the urban growth i t s e l f 

cannot be due to l o c a l a g r i c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . There have 

been times when Jerusalem and i t s r e g i o n have had to 

import l a r g e amounts of food - e s p e c i a l l y i n times when the 

p i l g r i m trade i s f l o u r i s h i n g " - but a p a r t from s i i x i s o l i v e 

o i l and o l i v e wood objects,no a g r i c u l t u r a l commodity has 

been exported i n any l a r g e amount from the r e g i o n . What 

iSiliS-regional trade i n f o o d s t u f f s has been observed i n 

Jerusalem's markets has l a r g e l y been of the import v a r i e t y 

to s a t i s f y the demands of p i l g r i m s , r e l i g i o u s communities 

or occupying armies. 

F i n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n d i s c u s s i n g l o c a l r e s o u r c e s . 
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must go to the l o c a l m i n e r a l r e s o u r c e s which c o n s i s t of 

one major item - b u i l d i n g stone. The t u r o n i a n spur as 

noted i n Chapter 2, c o n t a i n s some f i n e b u i l d i n g stone. 

However, there i s no evidence t h a t i t was ever p r i z e d 

outside the a r e a and exported and the q u a r r y i n g i n d u s t r y 

seems to have f l o u r i s h e d p u r e l y to meet the needs of the 

c i t y . T h i s has meant f l u c t u a t i o n s i n i t s a c t i v i t i e s (see p.i 

but the l a r g e nuinber of Churches and other p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s 

has g e n e r a l l y made f o r a more f l o u r i s h i n g o u a r r y i n g 

i n d u s t r y than i n most c i t i e s of comparable s i z e . The 

s i z e of some of the q u a r r i e s , such as 'Solomon's Quarry', 

bears testimony to the l a r g e amount of m a t e r i a l which has 

been e x t r a c t e d ; but i t seems to have been p u r e l y f o r 

l o c a l consumption. 

Secondary Production 

I t seems, then, t h a t Jerusalem has not the p o t e n t i a l 

by means of e i t h e r i t s g e o g r a p h i c a l s i t u a t i o n v i s a v i s 

other towns and r o u t e s , nor by means of i t s l o c a l ecobomic 

r e s o u r c e s , to develop i n t o a l a r g e urban c e n t r e . I t i s 

u s e f u l , however, to see how .these r e s o u r c e s which the c i t y 

does have, have been. Used f o r there are, marketing and 

p r o d u c t i v e . a c t i v i t i e s i n the c i t y and have been f o r as 

long as there are r e c o r d s , to i n d i c a t e t h a t care must be 

taken before c r e d i t i n g the p i l g r i m i n d u s t r y and other 

f a c t o r s with the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y the f o r c i t y ' s development. 
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Most of the a c t i v i t i e s of an economic nature i n the c i t y are 

those which one would a s s o c i a t e w i t h a s m a l l market town 

anywhere i n the world, i . e . : -

1) I n d u s t r i e s dependent on a g r i c u l t u r e . 

These i n c l u d e food p r o c e s s i n g which has been important -

baking, m i l l i n g , the production of o l i v e o i l from o l i v e s , 

e t c . The c i t y has acted as a f l o u r s t o r e and i n the Middle 

Ages there was a l a r g e granary i n the Tower of David, but 

i t seems t h a t some was imported i n t o the r e g i o n i n times of 

h i g h demand. The o l i v e has been the c i t y ' s main n a t i v e 

r e s o u r c e which, has been pr o c e s s e d f o r export out of the 

r e g i o n , mainly i n the form of o l i v e o i l which was an 

important export ( t o Spain mainly) i n the Middle Ages, s i n c e 

a p a r t from i t s u s e f u l n e s s as a source of power under 

mediaeval t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n s , i t had r e l i g i o u s va,lue 

to western C h r i s t i a n s . Soap has been another product derived 

from o l i v e o i l and although the main c e n t r e of soap production 

•has been Nablus, Jerusalem has a l s o shared i n the a c t i v i t y . 

I n f a c t a p a r t from tourism, i t has been the c i t y ' s l a r g e s t 

i n d u s t r y . T e x t i l e s have had a f l u c t u a t i n g c a r e e r i n 

Jerusalem. I n the Middle Ages there were looms, probably -

although not n e c e s s a r i l y - u s i n g l o c a l wool and i n the e a r l y 

y e a r s of the Mandate an attempt was made to r e v i v e t h i s . ' 

2) I n d u s t r i e s connected w i t h the p i l g r i m t r a d e . 

The p i l g r i m trade has i n f l u e n c e d some of the i n d u s t r i e s 

above. For i n s t a n c e , the demand f o r f o o d s t u f f s from the 
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h o s p i c e s and h o t e l s has s t i m u l a t e d the p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r y , 

while the demand f o r o l i v e o i l has owed much to the r e l i g i o u s 
14 

b u i l d i n g s . F o r i n s t a n c e the Haram a r e a has been reckoned to 
15 

r e q u i r e 100 k i s t s of o i l a month. J I n d u s t r i e s having 

c l o s e connections w i t h the t o u r i s t t r a d e but u s i n g l o c a l 

m a t e r i a l s i n c l u d e the o l i v e wood c r a f t s and the manufacture 

of p o t t e r y from l o c a l c l a y . Some t r a d e s have developed i n 

response to the demands of the p i l g r i m trade but u s i n g 

r e s o u r c e s from outside the area., f o r i n s t a n c e the mother-

o f - p e a r l i n d u s t r y (raw m a t e r i a l from the Gulf of Aqaba) 

and the mediefrval g o l d s m i t h s . ^ Perhaps the only i n d u s t r y 

i n the c i t y which can c l a i m to have no connection w i t h the 

p i l g r i m trade i s l e a t h e r tanning and even t h i s has often 

been l o c a t e d , e s p e c i a l l y i n the Ottoman period, near 

.Churches to annoy the C h r i s t i a n s . 

3) C onstrue t i on i n d u s t r i e s . 
C o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r i e s have f l o u r i s h e d a t times of l a r g e 

projects 
b u i l d i n g •proflup'tc. I n Byzantine times w i t h the l a r g e s c a l e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of Churches, the. l o c a l b u i l d i n g craftsmen must 

have been v e r y busy and t h e r e has been p l e n t y of employment 

i n t h i s - s e c t o r i n ' the p r e s e n t c e n t u r y . T i l e making has 

been one s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t of t h i s t r a d e , having a c l o s e l i n k 
17 

w i t h the r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g . ' 

I n d u s t r i e s have thus never been a strong f e a t u r e of 

Jerusalem and attempts to e s t a b l i s h new t r a d e s not based on 

e i t h e r l o c a l m a t e r i a l or l o c a l demand have u s u a l l y f a i l e d . 
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An example i s the g l a s s - b l o w i n g i n d u s t r y which the Pro-

Jerusalem C o u n c i l attempted to introduce a t the beginning of 

the Mandate p e r i o d . I t had p r e v i o u s l y been str o n g i n Hebron 

(and s t i l l i s ) and as f u e l , m a t e r i a l s , and s k i l l e d labour 

a l l had to be broughts.in from t h e r ? , the scheme r a n i n t o 
- I o 

gr e a t d i f f i c u l t i e s . I n g e n e r a l , i t might be concluded 

t h a t while J e r u s a l e m has had many s m a l l manufacturing and 

p r o c e s s i n g i n d u s t r i e s , none of them has had any gr e a t 

impact on the urban geography of the a r e a . 

T e r t i a r y I n d u s t r i e s 

As a l o c a l market and c e n t r e , Jerusalem has had some 

t e r t i a r y t r a d e s such as r e t a i l i n g and f i n a n c e which have 

been important f e a t u r e s of the geography of the c i t y ; but 

again, the importance of the p i l g r i m comes through as 

p r o v i d i n g much of the p r o s p e r i t y , r a t h e r than the ' n a t u r a l ' 

r e s o u r c e s of the l o c a l v i l l a g e s . 

There i s a strong d i v i s i o n i n the r e t a i l i n g s e c t o r 

between those a c t i v i t i e s which serve the p i l g r i m and those 

which serve the populace. I n the former category may be 

c l a s s e d the souve n i r s e l l e r s ; i n the l a t t e r , the s e l l e r s of 

the b a s i c f o o d s t u f f s . However, there i s c o n s i d e r a b l e overlap, 

f o r many of the food s e l l e r s i n the suqa- have s t a y e d i n 

business on account of custom from.the hospices w h i l e some 

a c t i v i t i e s such as t e x t i l e s e l l i n g s e r v e both the l o c a l 

v i l l a g e r and c i t i z e n and a l s o the p i l g r i m . To the peasant, 
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the market i s not only a p l a c e f o r commercial t r a n s a c t i o n s 
but a l s o a p l a c e of s o c i a l i n t e r c o u r s e \^ and a t r i p to 

« 

market can be used to make a l e g a l t r a n s a c t i o n , get a l e t t e r 

w r i t t e n , or v i s i t an o l d f r i e n d . n e n c e when Jerusalem i s 

s a i d to be a market c e n t r e i t means much more than j u s t a 

p l a c e where f o o d s t u f f s and c l o t h i n g are bought and s o l d . 

Wbw r e t a i l i n g has been s u f f i c i e n t l y important to have 

some c o n s i d e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e on urban development i n the 

morphological sense. I n B i b l i c a l times, the market of the c i t y 

seems to have been f a i r l y c o n s i s t e n t l y to the north-west, 

even outside the w a l l s . The P i s h Gate of the time of 

"ehemiah, seems to have been i n the north-west q u a r t e r of 

the c i t y near the market and quarter of the f o r e i g n f i s h 

merchants. S i n c e they came from the p o r t s of north-west 

P a l e s t i n e , they l o c a t e d on the route to t h e i r home, as f o r 

i n s t a n c e ' f o r e i g n ' communities have done a t Mecca, with the 

a u t h o r i t i e s e x a c t i n g dues or making t r a d i n g r e g u l a t i o n s there 

was always a tendency f o r an u n o f f i c i a l market to be s e t Up 

ou t s i d e the a c t u a l c i t y walls.. Thus Hehemiah complains t h a t : 
"There dwelt men of Tyre a l s o t h e r e i n , which brought i n 

f i s h , and a l l manner of ware, and s o l d on the sabbath unto 
the c h i l d r e n of ixxas Judah, and i n Jerusalem 
and some of my s e r v a n t s s e t I over the gates, t h a t t here 
should no burden be brought i n on the sabbath day. So the 
merchants and s e l l e r s of a l l kinds of ware lodged without 
Jeru s a l e m " (Neh. 13.16-21) 

While t h i s work i s mainly concerned w i t h the p o s t - B i b l i c a l 

c i t y , t h i s i n c i d e n t of Nehemiah's i s worth n o t i n g flor i t 
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i l l u s t r a t e s v e r y c l e a r l y a process which, encouraged the c i t y 

to expand along the ro u t e s to the n o r t h and west, l e d by the 

r e t a i l e r s who were the c i t y ' s l i n k w i t h the c i t i e s of the 

c o a s t and the v i a maris. Thus i n the Middle Ages, markets 

were around the J a f f a Gate and the Damaeleus Gate as w e l l as 

i n the c e n t r a l suqs and i n the l a t e 19th. Century, the market 

by the J a f f a Gate ( i n s i d e and outside the w a l l s ) seems to hafee 

been the most f l o u r i s h i n g . The e a r l y s e t t l e m e n t s o u t s i d e the 

w a l l s to the n o r t h and west thus had an immediate advantage -

proximity to the markets. Another f e a t u r e of the r e t a i l i n g 

t r a d e which has probably i n f l u e n c e d the urban morpholgy of 

Jerusalem has been the d i v i s i o n of the t r a d e s by type and by 

e t h n i c c h a r a c t e r . The l a t t e r f e a t u r e , observed during the 

times of the L a t i n Kingdom, undoubtedly went w i t h a move 

towards the formation of e t h n i c q u a r t e r s ; while the former 

a c t e d a g a i n s t t h i s by emphasising economic as opposed to 

r e l i g i o u s bonds. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t , t h a t i n Jerusalem, u n l i k e 

many . c i t i e s of the Middle E a s t or medieval Europe, the 

q u a r t e r s did. not develop* t h e i r own r e t a i l i n g nodes, but the 

markets remained open to. a l l and r e l a t i v e l y f r e e from e t h n i c 

demarcation. 

Finance has been i n many r e s p e c t s an offshoot of the 

r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y of Jerusalem, f o r most of the money, 

l e n d e r s were concerned w i t h the p i l g r i m t r a d e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

the presence of la r g e r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i s a t i o n s has a l s o helped 

to make the c i t y a f i n a n c i a l centre f o r i t s l o c a l r e g i o n , 
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s i n c e i n e a r l i e r days the r e l i g i o u s personnel were almost 

the only ones who could read and w r i t e and the l a r g e 

r e l i g i o u s "buildings were used as s t r o n g p o i n t s f o r the sa f e 

keeping of money. However, the f i n a n c i a l a c t i v i t i e s of 

Jerusalem have not been the cause of any p r o s p e r i t y i t has 

had but have r a t h e r f o l l o w e d the f l u c t u a t i o n s of the p i l g r i m 

t r a d e and w h i l e the l o c a t i o n of money changers i s an i n t e r e s t i n g 

example of t o u r i s t o r i e n t a t i o n , i t has not i n i t s e l f 

i n f l u e n c e d the d i r e c t i o n of urban growth. 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , the i n f l u e n c e of commercial and i n d u s t r i a l 

f a c t o r s i n the urban development of Jerusalem has been 

l i m i t e d . The a g r i c u l t u r a l p o t e n t i a l of the ar e a has been 

adequate to a l l o w growth w i t h i n the l i m i t s of medieval 

requirements but the development a f t e r 1917 q u i c k l y showed.±a 

t h a t massive imports were r e q u i r e d . There i s no n a t u r a l 

r e s o u r c e . i n Jerusalem or i t s surrounding h i l l s to give i t 

the c a p a c i t y f o r i n d u s t r i a l development w i t h any comparative 

advantage over other c i t i e s . I t has been s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t 

over the c e n t u r i e s i n many t h i n g s ; i t has r a r e l y had much 

of a s u r p l u s . Most of the commercial a c t i v i t i e s of the c i t y 

can be seen to be e i t h e r the u s u a l ones a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a 

s m a l l market town or have been at t a c h e d to the p i l g r i m 

t r a d e . As a market c e n t r e there i s no doubt t h a t Jerusalem 

has had p o t e n t i a l and i t seems to have been able to f u n c t i o n 

as such even when the p i l g r i m trade has been a t a low ebb. 



50 

Perhaps the founding of Aelia by Hadrian i s an admission 
tha t a market centre was necessary i n the v i c i n i t y . Yet 
i t can be demonstrated th a t Jerusalem has never become a 
great 'cross-roads' town w i t h large t r a d i n g i n t e r e s t s and 
while i t may have had a basic function as a market centre, 
t h i s would not have enabled i t to r i s e any larger than 
Hebron had i t not been f o r the r i c h p r o f i t s from the 
p i l g r i m trade. S i m i l a r l y , i t can be appreciated that the 
d i r e c t i o n i n which Jerusalem has grown, i . e . to the north­
west, has been spearheaded by r e t a i l i n g nodes and the 
readiness of the C.B.D. to mpve.in that d i r e c t i o n ; yet 
the size of the development and i t s d i r e c t i o n (to Ja f f a 
not Nablus) would point to. a considerable influence being 
f e l t from the streams of pilgrims and (by 19Q0) Z i o n i s t 
immigrants a r r i v i n g from J a f f a . Subsequent chapters w i l l 
f u r t h e r i l l u s t r a t e both the importance of commercial 
forces as providing a basic 'function' f o r Jerusalem and 
t h e i r inadequacy to explain the size of the c i t y ' s 
development. 
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CHAPTER 4> 

THE INFLUENCES OP RELIGION' 

The controls and influences mentioned i n the two 
preceding chapters are such as are commonly found i n the 
study of urban development, but i n the case of Jerusalem 
there i s one other factor which i s normally of l i t t l e 
consequence i n geographical studies, but which i s here 
of paramount importance - r e l i g i o n . The relationships 
between geography and r e l i g i o n have not been very extensively 
explored to date and there has been l i t t l e i n v e s t i g a t i o n by 
eithe r geographers or theologians of the possible i n t e r ­
r e l a t i o n s h i p s between the two d i s c i p l i n e s . Hence i t may be 
somewhat s u r p r i s i n g to make a special study of the influences 
of r e l i g i o n on urban growth. Yet Jerusalem has so often been 
regarded as the r e l i g i o u s centre par excellence whose very 
existence depends upon i t s function as a holy city''" that 
i n any geographical approach an attempt must be made to 
assess the degree of t h i s influence and study the urban 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s which i t has produced. The next section 
w i l l accordingly investigate the theologi c a l a t t i t u d e s to 
Jerusalem and summarize the geographical features these have 
produced. 

A twofold nature has been seen i n the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between geography and r e l i g i o n , i . e . the influence of 
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environment on f a i t h and the influence of r e l i g i o u s f a i t h 
p 

on the adaptations to the environment. Most textbooks on 
urban studies recognize the importance of r e l i g i o n i n the 
moulding of the&x urban scene^ but there have been few 
detailed studies of t h i s influence since only i n rare 
instances i s i t important enough to demand such treatment. 
Many of the influences of r e l i g i o n are apparent, e.g. the 
large Church buildings which dot many B r i t i s h towns and 
provide the f o c a l point of v i l l a g e s , but other influences 
are more obscure. In many p r i m i t i v e societies r e l i g i o u s 

4 

b e l i e f s are allowed to influence a g r i c u l t u r a l practices 
and there are many examples from the ' c i v i l i z e d ' world 
of r e l i g i o u s ghettos i n towns and s o c i a l and ethnic divisions 
i n which r e l i g i o n plays a large part. The connection* 
between f a i t h , and economic and s o c i a l factors has been 

5 
explored by many scholars such as Weber, Tawney and Sombart 
and i s an acknowledged feature of urban society. The l i n k s 
between n a t i o n a l i t y and r e l i g i o n have i n the past been 
extremely strong since in. the Middle Ages the r e l i g i o n of a 
r u l e r was automatically the o f f i c i a l r e l i g i o n o£ his 
subjects. I n the Arab world i t i s normal to l i n k r e l i g i o n 
w i t h economic and s o c i a l l i f e since Islam regards r e l i g i o n 
and state as i d e n t i c a l and hence the r e l i g i o u s community i s 
also a s o c i a l e n t i t y . These l i n k s are c l e a r l y recognised 
and v i t a l f a c t o r s i n the geography of Jerusalem. 

In summary, the influence of r e l i g i o n on geographical 
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features can be roughly divided i n t o two:-
1) Direct influences: 

a) Positive - Churches, mosques, etc. A g r i c u l t u 
r a l practices, cemeteries, reservation of 
sacred area or forbidden area, place-names. 

b) Negative - taboos on food and. work, etc. 
7 

2) I n d i r e c t influences: s o c i a l , education, p o l i t i c a l . ' 
I n discussing Jerusalem, the main concern i s wi t h influences 
which are p o s i t i v e and d i r e c t , especially the concept of 
sacred area, although •indirect influences are of some 
significance i n a more instoi subtle way. 
Concept of Holy City 

The most obvious p o s i t i v e expression of r e l i g i o n i n the 
case of Jerusalem i s i n the whole concept of sacredness- of 
the c i t y which l i e s at the heart of the most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
features of the c i t y . The concept of sacredness of s i t e i s 
very old and strong both i n p r i m i t i v e societies and i n more 
advanced communities. The sacred grove or h i l l i s common i n 8 Q nature r e l i g i o n s but also found i n other cultures. At the 
one end of the scale there i s the Z i o n i s t concept of a sacred 
country, to some extent echoed i n the Mormon a t t i t u d e to 
the Utah v a l l e y ^ while at the other end of the scale i s the 
sacred wood or grove. I n between can be placed the concept 
of a sacred c i t y or a r e l i g i o u s c e n t r a l place which i s 
common among the more organized r e l i g i o u s f a i t h s . Sopher 
makes, a d i s t i n c t i o n between a r e l i g i o n s centre and a r e l i g i o e 
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c a p i t a l which must be kept i n mind. The dis t i n g u i s h i n g 
features are that».a r e l i g i o u s centre i s a centre of a r e l i g i o u s 
organization which has inherent or acquired holiness to which 
people are drawn i n acts of devotion and worship. I t cannot 
be replaced. A r e l i g i o u s c a p i t a l i s likewise a centre of a 
r e l i g i o u s organization but one from which the f a i t h i s 
governed and administered, i n the way that a p o l i t i c a l 
c a p i t a l governs a p a r t i c u l a r area. Jerusalem has to some 
extent shared both these features even i n the early days and 
Sopher i s probably i n error i n w r i t i n g that i t was only a 
c a p i t a l and not a centre i n the f i r s t millenium B.C. The 
p l a i n t i v e longing of Psalm 137 i s i n d i c a t i v e of a r e l i g i o u s 
centre of strong emotive appeal: 

11 How s h a l l we sing the Lord's song i n a strange land? 
I f I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, 
Let my r i g h t hand forget her cunning. 
Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth 
I f I remember thee not; 
I f I prefer not Jerusalem 
Above my chief joy." " (Ps. 137. 4-6) 

This can be compared wi t h the Mormon a t t i t u d e to Salt Lake 
C i t y , which was only the l a s t of a number.of centres which th a t 
Church had attempted to set up. 

" Favoured as i t was by i t s l o c a t i o n w i t h i n the Wasatch 
oasis, the basic f a c t o r that was making and would make 
Salt Lake City the regional center of a l l the neighbouring 
hint e r l a n d was i t s peculiar p o s i t i o n as center of the 
Mormon church and headquarters f o r i t s planned develop­
ment and settlement of the intermontane west." 1 2 

Jerusalem has many times occupied the po s i t i o n i f a r e l i g i o u s 
c a p i t a l but i t s primary fun c t i o n has been as a r e l i g i o u s 
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centre and a holy s i t e . 
What l i e s behind the concept of 'holy c i t y ' ? I t i s a 

d i f f i c u l t question of theology as to whether any sacred 
ground can be regarded as i n t r i n s i c a l l y holy or whether the 
sacredness i s .acquired. Jewish t r a d i t i o n holds that the Temple 
H i l l at Jerusalem was dedicated by Jehovah as a sacred s i t e 
above a l l others and i s thus d i v i n e l y chosen. I t seem§ that 
the s e t t i n g aside of a sacred place i s part of man's general 
desire to be near God and to have somewhere which w i l l , act 
as a place of contact. There i s no doubt that through f o l k 
t r a d i t i o n some places gain a sacredness i n l o c a l r e l i g i o n 
or custom, but there seem to be a few spots especially i n 
the Middle East) which have a p a r t i c u l a r l y strong sacred 
connection and have been taken over by successive f a i t h s . 
Thus Islam took the Ka'aba at Mecca, already ^centre of 
pagan worship, and made i t the focus of Moslem worship; s i m i l a r l y 
Jerusalem was taken by the Jews under Uavid and Solomon and 
dedicated to Jehovah although i t seems l i k e l y that i t was a 
sacred spot already f o r i t i s commonly i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the 
Salem of Melchisedek " p r i e s t of God Most High ( E l Elyon) 1'. 
at the time of Abraham (Gen. 14.18). Neither i s the problem of 
areal holiness l i m i t e d to r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s but tends 
to permeate society down the centuries. I t has often been 
observed th a t the present Palestine problem i s of a quasi-
r e l i g i o u s nature. So President Nasser wr i t e s : 

" . . . . I became f u l l y convinced that f i g h t i n g i n Palestine 
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was neither a war i n an a l i e n land nor a matter of 
sympathy. I t was a sacred self-defence duty." 13 

Whatever the or i g i n s of the concept, i t i s a very r e a l 
one and i n the case of Jerusalem and other major r e l i g i o u s 
centres, the sacredness i n which i t i s held has been probably 
the dominant f a c t o r i n i t s growth. The holiness of Jerusalem 
in. the §ryes of Jews, Christians and Moslems does not need to 
be laboured f o r i t i s w e l l known and the wr i t i n g s of many 
Christians of medieval and modern times abound w i t h 
ascriptions of wonder ajad p r a i s e d To many i t i s regarded 
as a great p r i v i l e g e to have been able to tread i t s sacred 
s o i l despite the differences between the modern and the 
B i b l i c a l c i t y and many a modern t o u r i s t has declared his v i s i t 
to the holy c i t y as the greatest t h r i l l of his l i f e . 
Jerusalem has excercised a hold over mens1 minds f o r centuries 
and drawn them to i t from a l l over the world so that other-ass 
aspects of the c i t y tend to get l o s t and overlooked i n the 
mass of pilgrim s and p r o l i f e r a t i o n of holy s i t e s . Over the 
years t h i s idea of the c i t y ' s s anctity has grown ever 
greater and i t s influence on the c i t y ' s development ever more 
d i s t i n c t i v e . 

Varieties, of Religious B e l i e f and A c t i v i t y . 

Jerusalem i s unique as a major r e l i g i o u s centre i n that 
i t i s sacred to three world f a i t h s , although Palestine has 
smaller places - e.g.Hebron - which' share t h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
to some extent. So apart from v a r i a t i o n s i n r e l i g i o u s 
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a c t i v i t y according to fu n c t i o n ( i . e . p i l g r i m s , scholars, 
administrators, etc.) there i s to be expected a deep 
flifference i n the behaviour patterns of the various f a i t h s . 
This to a large extent i s a r e s u l t of t h e i r d i f f e r e n t 
b e l i e f s regarding the sacredness of Jerusalem and i n tur n 
i t has produced d i s t i n c t i v e geographical features. 

The r e l i g i o n s involved are three, but these are divided 
f u r t h e r i n t o sects and edenominations which between them also 
show great differences. The main di v i s i o n s are:-

1) Judaism. The oldest, e x i s t i n g i n the c i t y from 
about 1,000 B.C. Main p o s t - B i b l i c a l sects are: 
a) Ashkenazim - Jews of eastern Europe 
b) Sephardim - Jews of the Mediterranean lands and 
western Europe 
c) Other miscellaneous groups - Karaites, Falashas, etc. 

2) C h r i s t i a n i t y . I n Jerusalem since the foundation of the 
Church a f t e r the resurre c t i o n , c. 30 A.D. 
a) Eastern Churches: sub-divided i n t o 

i ) Diophysite Churches - Greek Orthodox,, 
Uniates. 

i i ) Monophysite Churches - Armenian, Coptic, 
Syrian. 

The monophysite controversy i s one which has fundamentally 
divided the eastern Church but produced some i n d e f i n i t e 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . Thus the Armenians and Maronites have been i n 
both camps at some time or other and are 'marginal' to each 
group. Many Armenians deny being monophysite. 
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b) Roman Catholic (excluding.Uniates) 
c) Protestant: generally only large i n numbers a f t e r 
1850 but now probably the predominant group. The mai^j, 
Churches represented have been: 

i ) Anglican 
i i ) Lutheran 
i i i ) Other groups - Baptist, Temple community, etc. 

3) Islam. I n Jerusalem since i t s capture i n A.D. 638 
a) Sunni - main group 
b) 'Shl'a - small numbers i n the c i t y 
c) Dervishes, Druzes, and other small groups. 

To the above l i s t might be added the modern t o u r i s t from the 
nations of western Europe of the Americas. He might at home 
be a convinced or a p r a c t i c a l agnostic but the r e l i g i o u s 
experience of Jerusalem i s usually meaningful to him also. : 
Even i f he comes ju s t to see the place and not to worship, 
the t o u r i s t i s s t i l l an important f a c t o r ; but since most 
t o u r i s t s come from countries of predominantly Protestant 
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character, t h e i r a c t i v i t y tends to be Protestant i n type. 
I n f a c t between a l l the groups there are d i s t i n c t i v e 
patterns of a c t i v i t y i n Jerusalem - d i f f e r e n t holy s i t e s 
are frequented, d i f f e r e n t hospices stayed i n , d i f f e r e n t 
seasons important and d i f f e r e n t expenditure patterns(see Ch. 6 ) 
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1 ) JUDAISM 

The Jewish f a i t h w i l l , be dealt w i t h f i r s t as i t i s the 
oldest and the other two i n many respects have developed 
from i t . To the Jew, Jerusalem i s the supreme holy c i t y and 
the place where Jehovah has chosen to dwell. Many of the 
psalms i l l u s t r a t e t h i s f e e l i n g of the sanctity- of the 
Temple area and the c i t y which surrounds i t . 

There i s a r i v e r , the streams whereof make glad the 
c i t y of God, 
The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 
God i s i n the midst of her; she s h a l l not be moved: 
God s h a l l help her, and that r i g h t early. (Ps. 46.4-5) 

Great i s the Lord, and highly to be praised, 
In.-the c i t y of our God, i n his holy mountain. 
B e a u t i f u l i n elevation, the joy of the whole earth, 
Is mount zion, on the sides of the north, 
The c i t y of the great king. 
God has made himself known i n her palaces f o r a refuge. 

(Ps. 48. 1-3) 

The b u i l d i n g of the Temple by Solomon symbolised God's 
presence i n I s r a e l and provided a place of approach to God 
through the s a c r i f i c i a l worship of the Ktaasa Mosaic code. 
Eventually the sanc t i t y of the Temple spread to the whole 
C i t y and i t became God's own specially protected c i t y to 
which the Jewish p i l g r i m wended his way: 

I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let. us go unto the house of the Lord. 
Out f e e t are standing 
Within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem; 
Jerusalem, that a r t buiihded 
As a c i t y that i s compact together: 
Whither the t r i b e s go up, even the t r i b e s of the Lord, 
For a testimony unto I s r a e l , 
To give thanks unto the name of the Lord. 
For there are set thrones f o r judgement, 
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The thrones of the house of David. 
Pray f o r the peace of Jerusalem: 
They s h a l l prosper t h a t love thee. 
Peace be w i t h i n thy wal l s , 
And prosperity w i t h i n thy palaces. 
D'or my brethren and companions sakes, 
I w i l l now say, Peace be w i t h i n thee. 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God 
I w i l l seek thy good. (Ps.122) 

I n the eyes of the w r i t e r of the above psalm, the whole 
c i t y had become an object of special blessing and the centre 
of n a t i o n a l worship. I t was a national shrine and c u l t i c 
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centre, blessed by the presence of the Temple. There i s 
i n a sense a progression of sanctity from the Temple as the 
most holy place, to Jerusalem around i t , to the t r i b e s which 
made up God's chosen people. Thus Isaiah says: 

0 Thou that t e l l e t h good t i d i n g s to Zion, get thee up 
into the high mountain; 0 thou th a t t e l l e s t good t i d i n g s 
to Jerusalem l i f t up thy voice w i t h strength; l i f t i t up, 
be not a f r a i d ; say unto the c i t i e s of Judah, Behold 
your God. ( I s . 40.9) 

I t has already been noted that even the e x i l e i n Mesopotamia 
could not dampen the Jewish f e e l i n g f o r the s a n c t i t y of 
Jerusalem and i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t that the retu r n i n g party 
under Nehemiah set as t h e i r f i r s t task-the b u i l d i n g of the 
Temple. Consequently, e x i l e a f t e r the destructions of the 
Roman legions i n A.D. 70 did not deter the Jew from r e t a i n i n g 
the concept of the holiness of Jerusalem. So we f i n d the 
sages commenting: 

Never was a man attacked (by demons) i n Jerusalem; no 
man was ever harmed or met w i t h an accident i n the 
'i'emple. Whoever met w i t h an accident outside of Jerusalem 
would be healed as soon as he looked at the walls of 
Jerusalem. 19 
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Consequently, the Jew of the p o s t - B i b l i c a l period has held 
on to the same concept of Jerusalem's san c t i t y which his 
forefathers had. and the words ''next year i n Jerusalem" 
have continued down the ages. 

In geographical terms, t h i s concept has BUEHK± meant 
that the Jew regards the whole c i t y area as holy and the 

20 
key part of the sacred homeland, Eretz Israel.. The old 
Temple now destroyed has been replaced by the c i t y as a 
whole as the f o c a l point of Jewish worship and hope. Hence 
the returning Jews of t h i s century have been quite happy to 
s e t t l e on the h i l l s to the west of the Old City and no 
attempt has been made by I s r a e l since 1967 to resume 
Temple worship. There i s one small area of special holiness 
and that i s an expanse of w a l l i n g which contains the largest 
s t r e t c h of masonry remaining from Herod the Great's Temple, 
the w a l l known as the 'Wailing Wall'. This i s of great 
importance to Judaism and the practice of 'wailing' appears 
to go back to at least Constantine's time i f not before. 
There are a few old tombs of prophets and rabbis i n the area 
which EX are held sacred to some degree, notably David's 
Tomb and Rachel's Tomb, and these are shared w i t h the other 
f a i t h s . Yet none of these, even the Wailing Wall, has quite 
the i n t e n s i t y of f e e l i n g attached to i t which Christians 
attach to the Holy Sepulchre or Moslems t o the Dome of the 
Rock: they are only substitutes f o r the o r i g i n a l sacred area, 
the Temple, now long disappeared. Hence Jewish worship 
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i s centred l a r g e l y around the Wailing Wall, and i n the 
numerous synagogues. The ancient d i v i s i o n of the Jewish 
f a i t h i n t o ethnic blocks has been l a r g e l y c u l t u r a l and 
l i n g u i s t i c rather than d o c t r i n a l and there i s no clear 
d i s t i n c t i o n i n p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y between the Ashkenazim and 
thg Sephardim, although they have had t h e i r own synagogues 
and independent sub-quarters. A more important d i s t i n c t i o n , 
especially i n the modern period, has been between the 
Orthodox Jew and the modern l i b e r a l or reformed Jew. Some 
of the orthodox have regarded the p r i v i l e g e of regaining 
Jerusalem as belonging to the Messiah and i n t h e i r own 
quarter of Mea Shearim they s t i l l lead a very separate 
existence. Most of the. Jews i n the Jewish Quarter of the 
Old City were of the orthodox groups and they were the ones 
who were most^.ntense i n t h e i r worship at the Wailing Wall. 
The Zion i s t Jew has tended to adopt more l i b e r a l , or even 
••agnostic' ways and active r e l i g i o n i n I s r a e l i s not as 
widespread as might be expected. Many modern I s r a e l i s are 
more interested i n that quasi^-religious shrine, the Shrine 
of the Book than 1.4 the old tombs and the Wall. Jewish 
p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y has always been the weakest of the f a i t h s , 
however, since most of the Jews i n the c i t y have been poor 
and dependent on foreign a i d , and i t was not common f o r the 
western Jew of the Middle Ages to brave the dangers of a 
pilgrimage when t h e i r f a i t h could o f f e r no advantages other 
than a vague f e e l i n g of piousness and the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
dying i n the c i t y . Other places grew up as centres of Jewish 
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c u l t u r e - Tiberias and Safed p a r t i c u l a r l y - and while 
Jerusalem retained i t s prime sanctity, i t was not as 
strong a centre of Jewish a c t i v i t i e s as might have been 
expected. 

2) CHRISTIANITY 

Because of t h e i r large numbers, Christian p i l g r i m s 
and residents have probably been the dominant group i n 
Jerusalem since Byzantine times. At times, Christians have 
formed1 a majority of the .population and as a r e s u l t of 
better education and support from HK±±KSH outside nations 
they have tended to play a leading r o l e i n urban a f f a i r s . 
I n addition a large part of the income and a c t i v i t y generated 
by the p i l g r i m trade has been from C h r i s t i a n sources. . 

Chri s t i a n pilgrimages began - as f a r as can be 
discerned - i n the 4th. Century with the b u i l d i n g of holy 
s i t e s by the r o y a l t y and n o b i l i t y of Constantine*s" court. 
His mother Helena seems to have been the f i r s t patron of 
Church construction on holy s i t e s and the miracles claimed 
seem to have f i x e d i n t r a d i t i o n a l Christendom the. d e s i r a b i l i t y 
of the pilgrimage. The theo l o g i c a l basis of the pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem i s not very clear, however, as the concept was 
r e l a t i v e l y l a t e i n early Church h i s t o r y and has no basis i j j 
the New Testament. 

Some have considered Paul's journey to Jerusalem i n Acts 21 as a prototype pilgrimage. 
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The main idea behind* the Christian pilgrimages seems to be 
to v i s i t the places mentioned i n the Bible narratives, 
especially those r e l a t i n g to the l i f e and passion of Jesus. 
Since C h r i s t i a n i t y i s an h i s t o r i c a l r e l i g i o n based upon 
c e r t a i n events which a c t u a l l y happened (as opposed to a 
dream or v i s i o n ) and as the h i s t o r i c i t y of these events i s 
c r u c i a l to the t r u t h o"f the Fait h , the pilgrims' prime 
desire has been to see the places where they took place 
as proof* of t h e i r t r u t h and 'visual-aids' to Bible study. 
The desire to construct e d i f i c e s over the sacred s i t e s soon 
disguised most of them, but brought much money, i n t o the 

2 1 

country i n the form of g i f t s and bequests. The precise 
a t t i t u d e to the pilgrimage i n Jerusalem has d i f f e r e d 
between the d i f f e r e n t denominations and these, differences 
have made a d i s t i n c t i v e impact 00 the geography of the c i t y . 

To the eastern Churches, a pilgrimage to Jerusalem i s a 
much desired experience for' which the p i l g r i m gains merit, 
forgiveness" of sins and his prayers are especially.answered. 
Much importa.nce i s attached t o key s i t e s , and especially the 
Holy Sepulchre and Calvary while i n addition the various national 
Churches have each t h e i r own special shrine and Church f o r t h e i * 
own a c t i v i t i e s . To the eastern Churches, i t i s the old si t e s 
whose a u t h e n t i c i t y has been KEXX long accepted which are of 
most importance and they have been re l u c t a n t to acquire new 
si t e s since the Crusades, i n contrast to the Roman Church. 
Their main a c t i v i t y as a r e s u l t i s therefore i n and around the 
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Holy Sepulchre and a few other convents and Churches. 
Two fu r t h e r points are worth noting about the eastern 
Churches. I n the f i r s t place, the monophysite/diophysite 
controversy, while i t has not appeared jaxHmxHiii to show i n 
the p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y (both groups have simila r h a b i t s ) , £fr 
has resulted i n a deep d i s l i k e of each other by the 
separate groups which has aided the formation of the 
separate quarters, and the tendency of the monophysites to 
dwell together f o r protection (see Chapter 13). The Uniates 
(eastern Churches i n communion with Rome) have added 
another d i v i s i o n here, and since they are, by Jerusalem 
standards, a recent development, t h e i r holy s i t e s and 
hospices are a l l new fcsg&idssssses. A second and f i n a l point 
i s that as the eastern Churches are to a large extent 
'native' to the Middle East (and the-Greek Orthodox Church 
i s the largest native Arab Church) Jerusalem has been 
used as a centre of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l administration by them 
more than by the Latins, and there are a number of schools 
and seminaries i n the c i t y . There are also • congregations.!' 
Churches f o r the Local populace(see p. 21 i), 

To the Roman Catholic Church, a u t h e n t i c i t y i s also 
very important* and most Roman Catholic archaeolegists of 

22 
recent decades have defended the t r a d i t i o n a l s i t e s . 
There seems i n f a c t to have been a desire i n the Middle 
Ages to locate p r a c t i c a l l y every incident i n the l i f e of 
Jesus and even parables were translated i n t o actual 
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l o c a l i t i e s i n the area, even i f some t w i s t i n g of the f a c t s 
was necessary. I t i s d o u b t f u l whether some of the founders 
of some of these Churches a c t u a l l y b e l i e v e d them t o be on 
au t h e n t i c l o c a t i o n s and the custodians of many of them 
today (e.g. V i r i U a l i l a e i and Dominus F l e v i t ) would admit 
t h a t they are only approximate p o s i t i o n s . Indeed these 
Churches seem t o stand i n place of the o r i g i n a l , s i t e r a t h e r 
than on i t , and were probably o r i g i n a l l y ' v i s u a l - a i d s ' onl#. 
The d q c t r i n a l background of the notable p r o f u s i o n of Roman 
C a t h o l i c s i t e s l i e s i n the indulgence sustem of the Middle 
Ages whereby plenary(complete) or p a r t i a l f o r g i v e n e s s of 
si n s was p o s s i b l e f o r r i t u a l performances at h o l y s i t e s . 
The s i t e s where these were obtainable a t t r a c t e d many hundreds 
of men and women who had uneasy consciences and needed the 
for g i v e n e s s which psychology recognises as necessary f o r a 
peac e f u l mind. 2^ .The d e t a i l s of these are known and w i l l be ' 
examined l a t e r (p.124) i n order t o assess the r e l a t i v e 
importance of the h o l y s i t e s . The indulgence system provided 
considerable impetus t o p i l g r i m a g e i n the Holy Land (and 
elsewhere) and c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t l y t o the spread of h o l y 
s i t e s . 

P r o t e s t a n t ideas on pil g r i m a g e t o Jerusalem are vague and 
d i f f i c u l t t o assess. Soon a f t e r the Reformation, w i t h the 
r e j e c t i o n of the indulgence system, the whole idea of 
pi l g r i m a g e was dispensed w i t h and those few P r o t e s t a n t s who 
v i s i t e d the c i t y i n the 17th. and 1.8th* c e n t u r i e s d i d so 
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e i t h e r on business or by way of e x p l o r a t i o n . The advent of 
the P r o t e s t a n t p i l g r i m o n l y came i n the second h a l f of the 
19th. Century w i t h the i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r e s t in' the h i s t o r i c a l 
remains as a r e s u l t o f t t h e work of Edward Robinson, Charles 
Wilson and the Pa l e s t i n e E x p l o r a t i o n Fund. The basis of most 
P r o t e s t a n t f e e l i n g s on v i s i t s t o Jerusalem seems t o be 
i n s t r u c t i o n and enlightenment. The s t r o n g e s t motive seems t o 
be t o gain i l l u s t r a t i o n on B i b l i c a l m atters, solve problems 
i n the B i b l e , or help i n B i b l e r e a d i n g . Other motives include 
the desire t o understand other- denominations and r e l i g i o n s 
and t o gain a general ' s p i r i t u a l u p l i f t 1 . This l a t t e r 
emotional f a c t o r must not be r u l e d out and many q u i t e 
s t r o n g conservative e v a n g e l i c a l s have confessed t o 
powe r f u l f e e l i n g s w h i l e i n Jerusalem. A recent w r i t e r has 
put i t thus: 

Often had we read the words, 'Our f e e t s h a l l stand 
w i t h i n t h y gates,. 0 Jerusalem'. And now an experience 
which h i t h e r t o we had never i n our w i l d e s t dreams 
supposed t o be w i t h i n the bounds of. r a t i o n a l 
p o s s i b i l i t y had become ours. Looking on 'the mountain 
of God's h o l i n e s s ' , we were on the t h r e s h o l d of 
'the c i t y of the gr e a t King', once 'the h o l y place 
of the tabernacle of the Most High'. High p r i v i l e g e 
indeed! 

The s i g h t w i l l ever abide i n the memory. I n 
coming days I expect i t t o | f l a s h upon t h a t inward eye 
which i s the b l i s s of s o l i t u d e ' and when t h a t happens 
the h e a r t w i l l t h r i l l again w i t h the pleasure of i t . 
I almost f e l t , as we 'gazed and gazed' t h a t we had 
acquired a new form of wealth. 24 

This Vein of w r i t i n g has appeared i n manji t r a v e l accounts 
over the l a s t hundred years, g i v i n g the impressions made by 
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the c i t y on P r o t e s t a n t v i s i t o r s . I t seems t h a t the m a j o r i t y 
of P r o t e s t a n t s l$ke t o walk about the c i t y or gaze a t i t from 
the Mount of O l i v e s , t o see the a u t h e n t i c a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
remains and contemplate the S c r i p t u r e s . Their a c t i v i t y i s 
thus much w i d e r than t h a t of the Roman C a t h o l i c and l e s s 
l o c a l i z e d , but has also produced a' new h o l y s i t e - the 
Garden Tomb, as a competitor t o the Holy Sepulchre. 

Since the m a j o r i t y of modern t o u r i s t s t o Jerusalem 
(Jordanian f i g u r e s ) are from P r o t e s t a n t c o u n t r i e s , the 
P r o t e s t a n t p a t t e r n of" a c t i v i t y i s becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y 
i m p o r t a n t . Whether they admit i t or n o t , n e a r l y a l l v i s i t o r s 
t o Jerusalem have some r e l i g i o u s motive or a t l e a s t are 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the" s i t e s and the c i t y because of i t s ' 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o c h r i s t i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n . Hence n e a r l y a l l , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n the p e r i o d d e a l t w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s , can be 
classed as p i l g r i m s , and i f t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s do not f i t 
i n t o the p a t t e r n of the t r a d i t i o n a l Churches, they u s u a l l y 
can be classed as P r o t e s t a n t i n a c t i v i t y i f not i n motive.. 
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3) ISLAM 

Sacredness of place i s one of the basic t e n e t s of Islam 
and as Dr. Tewfik Canaan po i n t e d out some years ago, i s 
a very common f e a t u r e of the geography of P a l e s t i n e . 
"Sacred shrines are innumerable i n P a l e s t i n e . Nearly 
everywhere - i n the v i l l a g e s , on the mountains, i n v a l l e y s , 
i n the f i e l d s - do we meet them. There i s h a r d l y a v i l l a g e , 
however small i t may be, whic.fr does not honour at l e a s t one 

25 
l o c a l s a i n t . " I n many cases these sacred spots have a 
pr e - I s l amic o r i g i n and a- l a r g e number g a i n a s a n c t i t y 
through time and peasant s u p e r s t i t i o n . H i l l - t o p s , t r e e s , 
r o c k s , r u i n s even, can a l l become sacred by the process of 
time and acquire a s h r i n e . Thus Canaan again: 

Another f a c t not w i t h o u t i n t e r e s t i s t h a t a great 
number of sacred s i t e s l i e i n or near a r u i n 
Such a r u i n i n i t s e l f must have been a s t r i k i n g 
o b j e c t t o the simple mind of the P a l e s t i n i a n , and the 
r u i n c e r t a i n l y e x i s t e d long before the present s h r i n e . 
A r u i n , an a r t i f i c i a l Hsanii cave, a s o l i t a r y t r e e , or 
some o l d c i s t e r n s i n a l o n e l y deserted spot, would 
s t i m u l a t e the i m a g i n a t i o n of the f e l l a h . Some n i g h t 
v i s i o n , or the h a l l u c i n a t i o n of seeing l i g h t s and 
h e a r i n g prayers or r e l i g i o u s music, enforce the idea 
of the sacredness of the spot. 26 

Apart from these l o c a l shrines which are numerous i n the 
Jerusalem r e g i o n ( e s p e c i a l l y the Mount of O l i v e s ) , orthodox 
. Islam i t s e l f s t r o n g l y holds t o a concept of the sacredness 
of place and the concept of h o l y c i t y i n p a r t i c u l a r . The 
p i l g r i m a g e ( h a d j ) i s an i n t e g r a l p a r t of Islam and one of 
the V p i l l a r s ' of the f a i t h . However, i t i s t o Mecca t h a t 

http://whic.fr
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the Moslem looks ip» as h i s h o l y c i t y and. not t o Jerusalem, so 
ther e i s a marked c o n t r a s t here between Islam and the other 
two f a i t h s . Jerusalem ( A r a b i c , E l Quds esh-Sharif = the h o l y ) 
i s however important as the scene of Mohammed's n i g h t journey 
and ascent t o Heaven amd as the place where the l a s t judgement 
w i l l take p l a c e . This l a t t e r b e l i e f e x p l ains the la r g e number 
of graves i n the Kidron v a l l e y , as i t i s there - so t r a d i t i o n ­
a l b e l i e f has i t - t h a t the happening w i l l take p l a c e . This 
b e l i e f seems t o have acted as an i n c e n t i v e also t o P r o t e s t a n t 
p i l g r i m a g e s since i t i s a b e l i e f shared t o some ext e n t by 
a l l t hree f a i t h s . 

To the Moslem, p i l g r i m a g e t o HKEKK Jerusalem i s centred 
around the place where Mohammed's n i g h t journey took place, 
which i s also the s i t e of the o l d Jewish temple - the rock 
outcrop on Mount Moriah. Consequently, p r a c t i c a l l y a l l 
Moslem a c t i v i t y i s concentrated w i t h i n the Haram enclosure 
a t the Dome of the Rock and the Aqsa Mosque, Mohammed having 
no connections w i t h other l o c a l i t i e s i n the c i t y , i n c o n t r a s t 
t o Jesus. This makes f o r l e s s congestion du r i n g Moslem 
f e s t i v a l s than i s the case w i t h C h r i s t i a n occasions, as a l l 
d e v o t i o n i s w i t h i n the l a r g e Haram and there i s no need f o r 
long processions between sacred s t a t i o n s . I n f a c t Islam has 
never seen a p r o f u s i o n of h o l y s i t e s i n the c i t y , d espite 
i t s l a r g e number of holy c i t i e s throughout the Middle East 
and North A f r i c a . Apart from the Haram, only David's Tomb 
i s considered p a r t i c u l a r l y h o l y although the V i r g i n ' s Tomb 
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and a few medieval mosques are h e l d i n some reverence. 
Mohammed declared t h a t one prayer a t the Dome of the Rock 

27 
was worth 1,000 elsewhere and so a c t i v i t y has been 
concentrated t h e r e and the Fri d a y ('congregational0 mosque, 
A l Aqsa. For a b r i e f s p e l l i n the e a r l y Middle Ages, when 
disturbances made t r a v e l t o Mecca d i f f i c u l t , Jerusalem 
o f f i c i a l l y supplanted i t as the o b j e c t of the h a d j . The 
c i t y has remained h i g h l y placed i n Moslem favour i n the 
P a l e s t i n i a n towns and v i l l a g e s even up t o the present time. 
However, Jerusalem has never been able t o supplant Mecca 
as the main p i l g r i m centre and Moslems g e n e r a l l y v i s i t the 
c i t y e i t h e r en r o u t e t o Mecca or because they cannot 
a f f o r d the l o n g t r i p i n t o the Hedjaz. I n Mecca the r e i s 
complete f o r g i v e n e s s of s i n and great s p i r i t u a l c l e a n s i n g 
not t o mention s o c i a l p r e s t i g e f o r the h a j j i on r e t u r n 
home. Thus i t i s said t h a t : 

The p i l g r i m who .avoids v i c e and wickedness, come out 
of h i s s i n s as on the day h i s mother bore him. 
The g r e a t e s t sinner i s he who stands on 'Arafat and 
t h i n k s t h a t God has not f o r g i v e n him. 28 

Thus Jerusalem cannot compete w i t h Mecca as a centre of 
Moslem pi l g r i m a g e s and i t has never a t t r a c t e d the same 

An i n t e r e s t i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h i s occurred r e c e n t l y 
when the w r i t e r l e d a research seminar a t Durham U n i v e r s i t y 
and an Ara.b student from Jordan maintained f e r v e n t l y t h a t 
Jerusalem had a p r i o r s a n c t i t y dtoear Mecca, despite s t r o n g 
p r o t e s t s from other Moslem students. 
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crowds of the f a i t h f u l . The c i t y i s , n e v e r t h e l e s s , a common 
centre f o r the c e l e b r a t i o n of the end of Ramadan by 
P a l e s t i n i a n Moslems. I n recent years, e s p e c i a l l y w i t h the 
advent of the aeroplane, Mecca has been more accessible 
and so Jerusalem's s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y r o l e has d e c l i n e d , and 
the recent occupation of the c i t y by I s r a e l has stopped 
Moslem p i l g r i m a g e s from Arab c o u n t r i e s . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n one can see the s t r e n g t h of f e e l i n g f o r 
Jerusalem which i s h e l d by a l l t h ree f a i t h s and how the 
concept of 'holy c i t y ' works out i n geographical terms 
asa a spur t o pilgrimage and a f o r c e behind commercial 
growth and b u i l d i n g expansion. 

R e l i g i o u s B e l i e f and Urban Development 

Having s k e t c h e d . b r i e f l y the main t h e o l o g i c a l a t t i t u d e s 
of the three f a i t h s to Jerusalem and given some i n d i c a t i o n 
of t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s , i t remains t o o u t l i n e the ways i n 
which t h i s concept of the sacr.edness of Jerusalem has 
worked i t s e l f out i n geographical terms. This theme w i l l be 
pursued i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l i n subsequent chapters,=but f o r 
the moment an o u t l i n e treatment w i l l show how the v a r i e t i e s 
of r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f and a c t i v i t y have produced the 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e s of the geography of Jerusalem. 

The concept of the sacredness of Jerusalem works i n t o 
the geography of the c i t y i n the ways shown i n the f l o w 
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diagram below: 

HOLY CITY CONCEPT 

( P h y s i c a l 
I n f l u e n c e s ) 

PILGRIMS ECCLESIATICAL 
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.URBAN 
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The above diagram i s of course very b r i e f and omits f o r the 
sake of c l a r i t y a number of important items, but here g e n e r a l 
c o n d i t i o n s are more important than d e t a i l which w i l l f o l l o w 
l a t e r . I t can be seen t h a t here there are two main • f u n c t i o n s ' 
which Jerusalem gains from being regarded as h o l y , i , e . the 
p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The l a t t e r i s 
of o n l y l i m i t e d importance i n the c i t y and although the presence 
of h i g h r a n k i n g e c c l e s i a s t i c s a t c e r t a i n times has no doubt aided 
the establishment of c i v i l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , w i t h the p e r i o d p r i o r 
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t o 1917 i t has not been an important f u n c t i o n . The presence of 
p i l g r i m s has been of f a r g r e a t e r importance, however. I t can be 
seen from the diagram t h a t they have i n f l u e n c e d the geography 
og Jerusalem i n f o u r main ways:-
1) Urban Area and P o p u l a t i o n Growth 

Of course, p h y s i c a l and commercial f o r c e s have als o been a t 
work here, but as w i l l be shown - i n Chapters 10 and 11, the 
f l u c t u a t i o n s i n tb.e urban area and i n the c i t y ' s p o p u l a t i o n can 
be c l o s e l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h the f l u c t u a t i o n s i n the f o r t u n e s of 
the p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y . The main i n f l u e n c e s are i n the growth 
of the c i t y p o p u l a t i o n , mainly by the a c q u i s i t i o n of stranded 
p i l g r i m s , and the a t t r a c t i o n of r e l i g i o u s communities and 
commercial i n t e r e s t s s e r v i n g the p i l g r i i m s ; i n the growth of the 
b u i l t - u p area which of course has f o l l o w e d the growth i n 
p o p u l a t i o n , although much of the b u i l t - u p area has always been 
covered by Churches, mosques and other p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s ; and 
f i n a l l y i n the d e t a i l e d changes of land use, e.g. the conversion 
of arable land t o monastic p r o p e r t y or housing or, conversely, the" 
r e v e r s i o n of b u i l t - u p area t o a g r i c u l t u r a l purposes. C h r i s t i a n i t y 
has been of g r e a t e s t i n f l u e n c e here because of the l a r g e 
building.programmes of Byzantine, Crusader and l a t e Ottoman periods 
and the large number of r e s i d e n t f o r e i g n communities. The C h r i s t i a n 
p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y has f l u c t u a t e d w i d e l y over the c e n t u r i e s w h i l e 
Moslem and Jewish a c t i v i t y has been slower t o change and more 
constant; hence the importance of C h r i s t i a n pilgrimages can be 
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seen by showing the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the p o p u l a t i o n and a r e a l 
size of Jerusalem and the p r o s p e r i t y of the C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m 
trade (see Chapters 6,10 & 11). 
2) Economic Development 

Much of the economic development of Jerusalem i s of course 
due t o the commercial i n f l u e n c e s d e a l t w i t h i n the l a s t chapter, 
but a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n of the economic p r o s p e r i t y of Jerusalem 
has i t s o r i g i n i n the p i l g r i m s . The p i l g r i m trade c o n s i s t s of 
holy s i t e s , accommodation, the s e l l i n g of souvenirs, guides, and' 
many other a c t i v i t i e s (see Chapter 6) and these a l l have a 

feedback i n t o the economy of the c i t y . Thus the s e l l i n g of 
souvenirs, a f t e r the 16th. Century, became a h i g h l y p r o f i t a b l e 
a c t i v i t y and many f a m i l i e s were employed i n t h e i r manufacture. 
S i m i l a r l y , the b u i l d i n g trades have gained enormously from the. 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of Churches, hospices and monasteries. There has 
also been a f e e d i n g of custom i n t o the general market since the 
p i l g r i m s and the r e s i d e n t communities of r e l i g i o u s personnel -
not t o mention the guides, souvenir s e l l e r s , e t c . — have t o 
purchase food and c l o t h i g g , and hence the f u n c t i o n which Jerusalem 

. has had of being a general market to- surrounding v i l l a g e s has 
: been augmented and the suq has developed d i s t i n c t l y l a r g e r than 
has t h a t o f , say, Hebron or Nablusa, s e r v i n g a s i m i l a r r u r a l 
area. Not only has the c i t y thus gained f u n c t i o n a l l y i n . t h i s 
way, but i n terms of land use a l s o , f o r the suq has ssdcSBjf 
tended to^nigrate towards the Holy Sepulchre Church and the 
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p i l g r i m gates. Care must be taken, however, not t o overplay 
the p a r t of the p i l g r i m s i n the development of the economy. 
3) S o c i e t y 

The urban s o c i e t y i n Jerusalem i s , of course, completely 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d b y . r e l i g i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s . W i t h i n the scope of 
geographical•study, the main f e a t u r e which has r e s u l t e d from 
the presence of r e l i g i o n has been the a u a r t e r system. Not t h a t 
t h i s i s unique t o Jerusalem and i t has i n f a c t owed something 
t o r a c i a , l and l i n g u i s t i c d i f f e r e n c e s as w e l l as r e l i g i o n 
(see Chapter 13), but the d i f f e r e n t b e l i e f s hade had an e f f e c t . 
To take one example, the monophys.ite C h r i s t i a n s have tended 
t o band together under the p r o t e c t i v e arm of the larg e 
Armenian community, and s o l e l y on the basis of o p p o s i t i o n t o 
the Greek Orthodox and L a t i n Churches. 

4) Urban Landscape 
There are many f e a t u r e s of the •townscape* of Jerusalem 

which w i l l be examined i n the f i n a l s e c t i o n of t h i s t h e s i s , 
which owe much t o the presence of the t h r e e r e l i g i o n s . Most 
obvious, of course, i s . t h e presence of the large number of 
r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s . ...Here can be seen the impact of the 
presence of three f a i t h s on the a r c h i t e c t u r a l appearance of 
the c i t y . The l a r g e minarets and domes of Islam stand i n 

GL 

marked contrasts t o the low, humble (almost i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e ) 
a r c h i t e c t u r e of the synagogues and the s l o p i n g r o o f s which 
the western Churches have i n t r o d u c e d . The c i t y has a f a r 
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l a r g e r ^XHjsKtxHH p r o p o r t i o n of i t s area taken up w i t h 
r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s than other towns i n the area. S i m i l a r l y , 
the hospices and khans show up i n a l a r g e r than norma,l 
number and of v a r i e d a r c h i t e c t u r a l type. The khans and 
caravanserais of the Moslems and eastern C h r i s t i a n s are 
d i s t i n c t from the semi-monastic hospices ( not t o mention 
modern h o t e l s ) of the western C h r i s t i a n s . The s t r e e t p a t t e r n , 
has also showed some debt t o r e l i g i o u s processions. Although 
there has been l i t t l e m o d i f i c a t i o n of the Roman p a t t e r n 
w i t h i n the w a l l s , the extra-mural t r a c k s , e s p e c i a l l y those 
up the Mount of O l i v e s , have been beaten down by c e n t u r i e s 
of use i n C h r i s t i a n processions and the ' c i r c l e ' of SJlerusalem. 

The presence of cemeteries i s not a f u n c t i o n §olely of 
r e l i g i o u s c e n t r e s , but Jerusalem has a l a r g e r than normal 
share since members of a l l t h r e e f a i t h s have desired t o die 
i n the c i t y t o be f i r s t t o g r e e t the r e t u r n i n g God. Moslems 
i n p a r t i c u l a r have favoured cemetary s i t e s i n the Kidron and 
so have the Jews. The Hinnom has had a bad r e p u t a t i o n i n the 
area ( d e r i v e d from Jewish r e p u l s i o n at human s a c r i f i c e s i n 
i t i n B i b l i c a l times) and' has thus not been so f r e q u e n t l y 
used f o r b u r i a l . 

The amazing a r c h i t e c t u r a l mdsaic of the c i t y (see p.31t) 
can be classed as a product of the large number of d i f f e r e n t 
n a t i o n s which have been i n t e r e s t e d i n the c i t y . Some of the 
b u i l d i n g s are very f i n e and i n need of p r e s e r v a t i o n , but t h i s 
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can m i t i g a t e against p u b l i c h e a l t h and e f f i c i e n c y . Hence the 
great p l a n n i n g problem of Jerusalem - how t o preserve i t s 
appearance f o r the p i l g r i m s w i t h o u t a l l o w i n g the c i t y t o 
Ja&eaE-Kusx become a museum.^ B u i l d i n g on the Mount of Olives 
tends t o o f f e n d C h r i s t i a n s and may s p o i l the a t t r a c t i v e n e s s 
f o r P r o t e s t a n t s ; improvements i n the JewishQQuarter o f f e n d 
the Jews; while great d i f f i c u l t y has been found over making 
improvements t o Waqf p r o p e r t y . 

This b r i e f synopsis shows something of the v a r i e t y of the 
i n f l u e n c e s which the sacredness of Jerusalem i n mens' minds 
has produced. The p a t t e r n s v a r y between, the f a i t h s : C h r i s t i a n s 
buy more souvenirs than Moslems and Jews and have more h o l y s i t 
nence t h e i r i n f l u e n c e i s g r e a t e r . On the other hand, the 
Moslems have the most prominant s t r u c t u r e i n the c i t y , wnich 
dominates the whole landsacpe - the. Dome of the kock. The 
Jews, i n need of s e c u r i t y , have adopted i n t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l 
q u a r t e r only humble a r c h i t e c t u r a l forms and their- r e l i g i o n 
does no t allow e i t h e r the m u l t i p l i c a t i o n of h o l y s i t e s nor the 
c o l l e c t i o n of souvenirs. These f e a t u r e s w i l l be examined 
f u r t h e r i n the next s e c t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y Chapter 6. 

Waqf i s the term used t o describe p r o p e r t y under the 
ownership of the Moslems and designated t o r e l i g i o u s use. I t 
i s c o n t r o l l e d by the Supreme Moslem Co u n c i l which operates 
from an o f f i c e near the Bab en Nazir at the n o r t h e r n end.of 
the Haram enclosure. 



CHAPTER 5 

POLITICAL AND MILITARY INFLUENCES 

The m i l i t a r y i n f l u e n c e s and c o n t r o l s i n urban development 
are g e n e r a l l y glossed over or ignored i n s t u d i e s of present 
day c i t i e s , d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t a l a r g e number of modern 
metropolises have grown from small f o r t s or c a s t l e s w i t h 
defence as the major f u n c t i o n . S e c u r i t y was very important 
i n e a r l i e r times even f o r a c i t y of p r i m a r i l y commercial 
function.''" A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e s are more 
f r e q u e n t l y dealt, w i t h . 

The m i l i t a r y i n f l u e n c e on urban development i n any c i t y 
can vary i n importance over .time and show i t s e l f i n many 
ways. Often a p a r t i c u l a r s i t e w i l l be easy t o defend and so 
become a s t r o n g p o i n t , a t t r a c t i n g s e t t l e r s as w e l l as 
s o l d i e r s and i n t h i s case the c i t y r a r e l y spread f a r from 
the s a f e t y of i t s h i l l - t o p , spur, or other defensive 
f e a t u r e , ^ r the defensive f u n c t i o n may be the r e s u l t of 
p r o x i m i t y t o a boundary which causes the government t o b u i l d -
f r o n t i e r f o r t r e s s e s around which towns may develop. This 
process can be seen i n many places i n Europe, e s p e c i a l l y i n 
the Rhine va,lley. So s i t e f a c t o r s may provide a m i l i t a r y 
f u n c t i o n f o r a town and thus i n f l u e n c e i t s growth i n 
p r o v i d i n g a s m a l l area of comparatively safe residence . 
which was so important i n times past when pergonal s e c u r i t y 



81 

was small. This can also c o n t r o l the growth of the town, 
however, i n t h a t i t tends t o r e s t r i c t b u i l d i n g t o an area 
w i t h i n easy reach of the f o r t r e s s of defendable h i l l t o p . 

P o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e s i n urban development are g e n e r a l l y 
recognised t o be of more importance f o r the power and wealth 
of/government i s a tremendous stimulus t o growth; the c i t y 
where a Icing holds h i s c o u r t r a r e l y f a i l e d ! t o prosper. Even 
l e s s e r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e centres bare b e n e f i t t e d frpra being the 
centre where taxes were c o l l e c t e d , major markets h e l d , and 
decisions made. I n a d d i t i o n t o s p e c i f i c i n f l u e n c e s , there 
have been of course, more general p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l s which are 
unconnected w i t h the c i t y ' s s i t e but r a t h e r w i t h the 
f o r t u n e s of the area. Those c o u n t r i e s which have f r e q u e n t l y 
been racked by war or p o l i t i c a l change and u n c e r t a i n t y have 
r a r e l y developed s t r o n g urban l i f e f o r commerce i s d i s r u p t e d , 
v i l l a g e s destroyed and taxes are heavy. On the other hand 
an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e town w i t h i n a p e a c e f u l and s t r o n g empire 
can prosper c o n s i d e r a b l y . So we see two types of p o l i t i c a l 
i n f l u e n c e : the general s t i m u l u s ( o r otherwise) of the broader 
p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s of the r e g i o n ; and the s p e c i f i c 
p a r t which a - c i t y plays i n r e g i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

M i l i t a r y Advantages,of Jerusalem 
There are three main aspects of the m i l i t a r y advantages 

of Jerusalem-: 
a) I n the f i r s t place there i s the c i t y ' s general p o s i t i o n 
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i n the centre of the H i l l Country. I t ' s c e n t z t a l i t y makes i t 
importa-nt as a poss i b l e stronghold, t o p o l i c e the h i l l s 
and. hence i t has been used as a g a r r i s o n b.y many of the 
r u l e r s who have he l d i t , p a r t i c u l a r l y the Ottoman Turks. 
On the other hand i t has h e l d m i l i t a r y advantages of a negative 
k i n d , i . e . as a p o i n t of defence i n t h a t i t s s i t u a t i o n has 
removed i t from the t r o u b l e s which have a f f l i c t e d towns 
along the Via Maris. Frequently, i n v a d i n g armies have e i t h e r 
igmored the c i t y or l e f t i t s capture u n t i l the end of the 
campaign. The c i t y has thttS f r e q u e n t l y been the l a s t place i n 
P a l e s t i n e t o succumb t o an i n v a d i n g army. Both the Roman 
le g i o n s and the Crusader k n i g h t s found the c i t y hard, t o 
ta k e . This general i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y and the d i f f i c u l t i e s of 
reaching the c i t y f o r a lar&e army has been important f o r 
i t hms enabled t h e . c i t y t o expand e x t r a - m u r a l l y when other 
towns i n i the area have not dared do so; on the other hadd, 
even' Jerusalem has f o r l o n g periods been confined t o behind! 
i t s w a l l s . 

b) The other major advantage of Jerusalem has been in. i t s 
s i t e . I t occupies one of the best defensive p o i n t s i n 
P a l e s t i n e and i n ancient times must have been almost 
impregnable. Some of i t s e a r l y i n h a b i t a n t s considered t h a t 
the t r i b e s of I s r a e l stood no chance i n c a p t u r i n g i t : 

And the k i n g and h i s men went t o Jerusalem against 
the J e b u s i t e s , the i n h a b i t a n t s of the la n d : which 
spake unto David saying, Except thou take away the b l i n d 
and the lame thou s h a l t not come i n h i t h e r : t h i n k i n g 
David cannot come i n h i t h e r . (2 Sam. 6) 
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The o r i g i n a l s i t e of the c i t y on the OpheL spur was 
indeed an e x c e l l e n t defensive p o i n t , e s p e c i a l l y once the 
d i f f i c u l t y of access t o the s p r i n g a t i t s f o o t was overcome. 
The o r i g i n a l rock contours show t h a t the steepness of the 
siliope was such as i n e a r l y times t o make defence easy. Even 
to the n o r t h i t appears t h a t there was a shallow t r e n c h , and 
so w i t h s t r o n g w a l l s the spur could be defended, even 
against the might of the Assyrians. 

As the c i t y grew and e v e n t u a l l y migrated f u r t h e r up the 
t u r o n i a n spur, the Ophel settlement became more of a 

was 
suburb and e v e n t u a l l y a f t e r A.D.70 Aput t o a g r i c u l t u r a l use. 
However, the stGep v a l l e y s of the K i d r o n and Hinnom continued 
t o give Jerusalem a good defensive p o s i t i o n . Rareljr has the 
c i t y been s u c c e s s f u l l y stormed. Omar took i t because the 
i n h a b i t a n t s surrendered; s i m i l a r l y S a l a d i n took i t on 
surrender, w h i l e the i n h a b i t a n t s opened the gates f o r A l l e n b y 
i n 1917. This s t r o n g p o s i t i o n has enabled the c i t y to. develop 
e x t r a mural settlement e s p e c i a l l y t o the south of the w a l l s , 
c) There i s a t h i r d f a c t o r i n c o n s i d e r i n g defence. Jerusalem 
has been weak on the n o r t h e r n side and once the c i t y had 
spread o f f Ophel, the need f o r s t r o n g n o r t h e r n w a l l s became 
very apparent. There were three w a l l s t r a c e a b l e i n the 
1st.Century A.D.^ about which there has been much controversy 
but they show how e s s e n t i a l i t was t h a t every suburban 
spread i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n should be w a l l e d about as soon as 
p o s s i b l e . The w a l l s t o the n o r t h have s u f f e r e d c o n s i d e r a b l y 



84 

over the centu.riese.and the present w a l l a date l a r g e l y from 
a major r e b u i l d i n g programme under Soleiman the Magnificent 
i n the 16th. Century. 
C o n t r o l s of the M i l i t a r y Advantage 

The m i l i t a r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s have ex«ercised some c o n t r o l 
i n the growth of the c i t y . I n B i b l i c a l times i t c l u n g w i t h 
g r e a t t e n a c i t y t o the O^hel r i d g e f o r even the c i t y of 
Nehemiah was r e b u i l t there^" and only i n the p e a c e f u l days 
of the e a r l y 1 s t . Century A.D. d i d the c i t y spread out t o 
any extent t o the n o r t h and west. Defence was always d i f f i c u l t 
f o r the suburbs which grew west of the Temple enclosure and 
only other advantages ensured t h e i r continuance. The 
defensive advantages of Jerusalem have i n many ways allowed 
i t t o grow i n a f r e e r ' atmosphere than w i t h many of the c i t i e s 
of P a l e s t i n e (e.g. Gaza) but have tended t o c o n f i n e i t t o 
the t u r o n i a n spur. Only i n times of p r o s p e r i t y and peace, 
such a.s the Byzantine era and the post-1917 p e r i o d , has the 
c i t y spread v e r y f a r out of the walls., and t h i s has been 
mainly t o the n o r t h u n t i l the western suburbs were developed 
i n the l a t e 19th. Century. The Mo m.\. of Olives has always 
been hard t o defend. W i t h i n the w a l l s , i n s e c u r i t y of 
personal l i f e and p r o p e r t y had become such.a problem by the 
e a r l y Middle Ages t h a t the e t h n i c 'quarters' began t o be 
formed. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t the area t o the south of the 
w a l l s has only r e c e n t l y been b u i l t on t o any extent (apart 
from Byza.ntine times and the L a t i n settlement of Lit. 8 i o n ) , 

http://centu.riese.and
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f o r i t o f f e r s b e t t e r p r o t e c t i o n than the n o r t h . However, 
commercial c o n s i d e r a t i o n s and the presence oj^nore s u i t a b l e 
b u i l d i n g land must have outweighed m i l i t a r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 
Mount Sion was w a l l e d r e n d f o r a time i n the Middle Ages, 
though, the onl y p o s t - B i b l i c a l w a l l i n g not on the l i n e s of 
the present w a l l s . 

P o l i t i c a l Considerations 

P o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e s ofl Jerusalem have been of two 
types. I n the f i r s t place there have been the i n f l u e n c e s of 
.external governments i n t e r e s t e d i n the c i t y f o r r e l i g i o u s 
and/or p r e s t i g e reasons and who have attempted t o i n f l u e n c e 
i t s a f f a i r s . Thus under Ottoman r u l e , as i s w e l l known, the 
degree of i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the a f f a i r s of the c i t y by B r i t a i n , 
France and Russia on b e h a l f of t h e i r ' protected' communities 
became such as t o render e f f i c i e n t government d i f f i c u l t . 
S i m i l a r l y , the Crusades, are an example of e x t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l 
i n f l u e n c e which r a d i c a l l y a f f e c t e d the geography and l i f e 
of the. c i t y (see p. I f f ) . Secondly, t h e r e have been the 
i n f l u e n c e s of i n t e r n a l s t a t e p o l i t i c s , i . e . t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
f u n c t i o n s of Jerusalem w i t h i n the broader p o l i t i c a l , u n i t 
of which i t has formed a p a r t . I n t h i s l a t t e r case, Jerusalem 
has not been t o any great extent a p o l i t i c a l f o r c e nor has 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n or p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e had any great 
e f f e c t upon the c i t y ' s growth. 

Of the e x t e r n a l , p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e s , i t must be 
"There i s some evidence f o r a s h o r t e r course of w a l l i n the 
n o r t h - e a s t angle i n Crusader times* 
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remembered t h a t these are themselves l a r g e l y of a r e l i g i o u s 
n a t u r e . Thus i f Jerusalem had not been of such r e l i g i o u s 
i n t e r e s t i n Europe i t i s d o u b t f u l i f the other motives 
a t t r i b u t e d t o the Crusaders would have induced them t o venture 
so f a r from home. S i m i l a r l y , the p o l i t i c a l pressure which 
the European powers exerted over the Ottoman Porte was t o 
some extent r e l i g i o u s i n n a t u r e , although st r o n g p o l i t i c a . 1 
motives were a-lso present. These e x t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l 
i n f l u e n c e s have been spasmodic, however, and have f l u c t u a t e d 
according to. the r e l a t i v e s t r e n g t h s of the r u l i n g power i n 
P a l e s t i n e and the overseas governments concerned. Thus at 
times when Moslem power was weak, the Crusaders had success 
i n i n v a s i o n and l a t e r B r i t a i n , Prance and Russia were t o 
h o l d sway Over 'the s i c k man of Europe•;.when European power 
has been s t r o n g , some measure of agreement between Moslems 
and C h r i s t i a n s has been seen, as was the case i n the time 
of Charlemagne. 

The second p a r t of the p o l i t i c a l l i f e of Jerusalem 
has been i t s f u n c t i o n as a minor a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t r e . 
As an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , c e n t r e , however, Jerusalem has never 
been s t r o n g . I t has c e r t a i n advantages such as i t s c e n t r a l i t y , 
the s t r o n g defensive p o s i t i o n , e t c . , but i t has also a 
number of disadvantages. Thus i t s d i f f i c u l t y of access i s 
a disadvantage as the I s r a e l government has found. I t s 
mixture of creeds and races has meant t h a t o f t e n ' n a t i v e ' 
groups have been i n a m i n o r i t y i n the c i t y , and the i n t e r n a l 
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s e c u r i t y has not always been good. The c i t y i s a t a 
cross-roads, but not of important r o u t e s and i t s f i r s t p e r i o d 
as a n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l , under David, was a r e s u l t of i t s 

6 
n e u t r a l i t y v i s - a - v i s the I s r a e l i t e t r i b e s . EventualLy, 
r e l i g i o u s a s s o c i a t i o n s made Jerusalem a ' n a t u r a l * c a p i t a l f o r 
the Jews but t o the Romans i t was always suspect and thear 

7 
c a p i t a l was a t Caesarfia. A f t e r the founding of A e l i a , 
the t e r r i t o r y administered by Jerusalem shrank t o a small 
s e c t i o n of the H i l l Country from Anuatha Borcaeus t o j u s t 
n o r t h of Hebron. During Moslem times, the c i t y never rose 
t o promihance as an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t r e being g e n e r a l l y 
s u b j e c t t o Er-Ramleh or Lydda, which were f a r b e t t e r 
s i t u a t e d on the V i a Maris.. I n the 16th. Century, f o r i n s t a n c e , 
i t was the 'centre of one of the f o u r l i w a s i n t o which 

q * 
F i l a s t i n was d i v i d e d . P r o x i m i t y t o the bedouin and t o 
Arabia proved severe handicaps t o Jerusalem's a s p i r a t i o n s 
t o c a p i t a l s t a t u s } ^ N a t i o n a l c a p i t a l s t a t u s only came t o 
Jerusalem t w i c e i n the p o s t - B i b l i c a l era: i n Crusader t i j j e s 
and d u r i n g the B r i t i s h Mandate p e r i o d . The r e l i g i o u s • 
a c t i v i t i e s and the presence of r e l i g i o u s leaders i n the c i t y 
has given i t advantages, but i n general the remoteness of the 

c 
c i t y and i t s s u s c e p t i b i l i t y t o tumult and d i s q u i e t discouraged 
r u l e r s from p l a c i n g i t h i g h as a p o l i t i c a l c e n t r e . 
A survey of the o f f i c i a l correspondence between the Cadi 

of Jerusalem and the Su I t an', reveals the l i m i t a t i o n s i n the 
range of a c t i o n of the r u l e r of the c i t y . 
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I n f l u e n c e s o,f the P o l i t i c a l Factors 
P o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s have thus not been important i n 

promoting urban growth t o any ex t e n t . The e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e s 
have helped t o e s t a b l i s h the f o r e i g n i n s t i t u t i o n s but as an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e centre the c i t y has not been able t o generate 
much employment or f o s t e r much development. I t i s i n f a c t 
d i f f i c u l t t o p o i n t to any p e r i o d i n i t s h i s t o r y p r i o r t o 
1917 when a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s have promoted an 
extension of the urban area. Apart from the developments 
under Solomon and the Herods which were before the p e r i o d 
concerned here, only the Crusader kingdom saw much i n the 
nature of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n i n g and i t i s somewhat 
d o u b t f u l whether the growth i n t h a t p e r i o d can be a t t r i b u t e d 
t o r o y a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and not t o the. p i l g r i m s . W i t h i n 
the p e r i o d which saw the f o r m a t i o n of tbe present Old C i t y , 
i . e . 132-1917,. i t can be s a i d w i t h some j u s t i f i c a t i o n 
t h a t Jerusalem never became a great a d m i n i s t r a t i v e centre 
and the disadvantages of i t s p o s i t i o n outweighed the . 
c e n t r a l i t y and other p o i n t s in- i t s favour.. We must look 
f o r the growth of the c i t y outside t h i s p a r t i c u l a r f i e l d . 



SECTION! B 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE URBAN FUNCTIONS OF JERUSALEM 

F o l l o w i n g the above di s c u s s i o n of the fo r c e s i n v o l v e d • 
i n the development, of Jerusalem, t h i s s e c t i o n discusses the 
• f u n c t i o n s ' of the c i t y . The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the va r i o u s 
f u n c t i o n s are examined and a synopsis given of t h e i r growth 
up t o the end of the Ottoman p e r i o d . 
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CHAPTER 6 

THE PILGRIM TRADE 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 
I n examining the f u n c t i o n a l , development. of Jerusalem, 

the p i l g r i m / t o u r i s t , t rade must be d e a l t w i t h f i r s t since i t 
i s the f o u n d a t i o n stone, so t o speak, of the whole economic 
s t r u c t u r e of the Old C i t y . The p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y permeates 
a?ll other aspects of the economic and s o c i a l l i f e i n the 
c i t y . That t h i s i s such a v i t a l trade can be shown most 
e f f e c t i v e l y by the poor s t a t e i n t o which the c i t y has sunk 
when p i l g r i m s have been few, f o r example i n the 18th. Century 
and e a r l y 19th.. Century and also i n 19bt5 w i t h the u n c e r t a i n t i e s 
of the Middle East f o l l o w i n g the June 1967 War. 1 Ziadeh, i n 
co n s i d e r i n g the c i t y i n Mamluk times ( 1 3 t h & 14th. c e n t u r i e s ) 
W r i t e s : 

Jerusalem had no other c l a i m t o existence d u r i n g t h a t 
p e r i o d . No mainj-routes passed through i t , ho v i t a l trades 
were p r a c t i s e d i n i t . I t had no water t o s a t i i f y the 
needs of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s . Jerusalem l i v e d because i t 
commanded reverence and because t h i s brought t o i t 
resources t h a t helped i t s people t o l i v e . 2 

This was recognised even by governments h o s t i l e t o the 
C h r i s t i a n and Jewish p i l g r i m s , since the revenue which accrues 
t o the" c i t y ' s i n h a b i t a n t s was considerable and a l a r g e 
p r o p o r t i o n found i t s way i n t o government hands- v i a t a x a t i o n . ^ 
One Ottoman f i r m a n of 1584 bewailed t h a t : "Monasteries and 
Churches are demolished and t h e r e f o r e p i l g r i m s do not come any 
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more and the p u b l i c revenue i s l o s i n g money" 
Over the c e n t u r i e s , the number* of p i l g r i m s has v a r i e d 

g r e a t l y and t h i s has been a major f a c t o r i n making the trade 
and the p r o s p e r i t y of Jerusalem so u n c e r t a i n . Although the 
p r e c i s e number* of p i l g r i m s i s o f course unknown p r i o r t o 
the present c e n t u r y , from eye witness impressions and other 
evidence some idea of the r e l a t i v e numbers can be obtained. 
One method used here i s t h a t i n F i g . 6 , which shows p l o t t e d 
the number* of p i l g r i m and t r a v e l accounts remaining from 
v i s i t o r s t o Jerusalem up t o 1825. Of course, t h i s method of 
e s t i m a t i n g r e l a t i v e numbers has i t s d e f e c t s . The f l u c t u a t i o n 
i n number of accounts i s governed not only by the number of 
t r a v e l l e r s but a l s o by the r a t e of s u r v i v a l of the works, 
the degree of l i t e r a c y of the p i l g r i m s and t h e i r readers, 
the progress i n p r i n t i n g and p u b l i s h i n g technology, e t c . 
However, matched w i t h other c o n s i d e r a t i o n s and data from 
ot,her sources, i t does enable some approximation* t o be made 
t o the f l u c t u a t i o n s i n p i l g r i m numbers. For instance the. 
l a r g e increase a t the time of the Crusades i s d i s t i n c t i v e 
and corroberated. by.contemporary accounts, although the 
Byzantine boom i n the p i l g r i m t rade does not r e a l l y show up 
i n F i g . 6 : we know of i t from d e t a i l s i n the accounts and 
from a r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence, and eontemporary h i s t o r i e s . 
The d e c l i n e immediately a f t e r the Crusades i s borne out 
i n F i g . 6 as i s the increase i n numbers from 1300 onwards, 



"T5TTT 

0DO17 

009 

OOA 

H O O O O O c 

> 
o o o c B 

OOP j 

OOfi 

000T 

00IT 

OOZT f 

0091 

00QT 

00/.T 

OOflT. 
HBSBBesSssasaaB 



91 

although c e r t a i n l y the i n f l u e n c e of the p r i n t i n g press and 
the b e t t e r s u r v i v a l r a t e of l a t e medieval l i t e r a t u r e can be 
seen o p e r a t i n g here. S i g n i f i c a n t , however, are the drops i n 
extant accounts f o r the 16th. Century, f o l l o w i n g the Ottoman 
conquest and the 18th. Century, so t h a t from a peak of 77 
accounts i n the q u a r t e r - c e n t u r y 1600-25, there i s a d i s t i n c t 
f a l l t o 15 accounts i n the p e r i o d 1775-1800. This markedly 
corroborates the accounts of Niebuhr, Maundrell and other 
w r i t e r s of the mid-Ottoman p e r i o d . More w i l l be discussed of 
t h i s matter when d e a l i n g w i t h p o p u l a t i o n growth i n Section C 
(see p p . 2 i 7 - i ^ , but f o r the moment, i t can be seen t h a t there 
have been.four main boom periods f o r the p i l g r i m trade i n 
Jerusalem.with slumps i n between, the most notable being i n the 
18th1 Century. The booms were: 

1) Byzantine. Known from the d e s c r i p t i o n s of contemporaries 
e 

and from a r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence t o the large numbers of Churches 
b u i l t . 

2) Crusader. Soon a f t e r the capture of P a l e s t i n e by the 
Crusaders t h e r e was a shor t boom p e r i o d documented a t the 
time, but i t soon d e c l i n e d as s e c u r i t y decreased a t the end 
of the 12th. Century.. 

3) Late medieval. The Mamluk p e r i o d saw a r e v i v a l i n 
C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m a g e s as i t became ve r y popular f o r L a t i n 
C h r i s t i a n s of the west, e s p e c i a l l y w i t h the spur of indulgences, 
t o make the pil g r i m a g e t o Jerusalem. I t ended w i t h the 
16th. Century. 
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4) There was a d i s t i n c t increase i n P r o t e s t a n t v i s i t o r s 
t o P a l e s t i n e i n the 17th. Century which accounts f o r the large 
number of t r a v e l accounts then, but the f o u r t h r e a l boom came 
a f t e r 1850 w i t h the beginning of the present p i l g r i m 
t r a d e . Numbers e v e n t u a l l y grew t o 250,000 per annum by the 
1960s. 

Economics of the P i l g r i m Trade 
I n d i s c u s s i n g the economic aspects of the p i l g r i m t r a d e , 

the f l o w diagram below might be u s e f u l : 

TOURIST 

HOTEL 

ROOD 
SUQ 

SOUVENIRS 

SOUVENIR 

TRAVEL GUIDES 
i ) 'Bus 

operators 
i i ) Taxis 

i i i ) Donkeys, 
camels, 
horses, e t c . 

MANUFACTURER 

HOLY SITES 

I)PEASANT 
i i ) F 0 0 D 

IMPORTER 
& 

PROCESSER 

The f l o w diagram represents the f l o w of money i n t o the 
economy of the c i t y from the v i s i t i n g p i l g r i m . Thus he pays 
f o r accommodation a t hospice, khan or (now) h o t e l . Much of t h i s 
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f i n d s i t s way i n t o the food market and v i a the r e t a i l e r t o 
the jSEHsjaai peasant who produces the food or the wholesaler 
or processer (e.g. b a k e r ) . S i m i l a r chains can be seen f o r 
souvenir s e l l i n g and other a c t i v i t i e s * I n a d d i t i o n , and not 
shown i n the diagram money flows from n e a r l y a l l sources i n t o 
government f i n a n c e departments and also i n t o the b u i l d i n g 
i n d u s t r y . 

The p r o p o r t i o n s of money are not given i n the diagram 
because they vary over t i m e , and also between r e l i g i o u s groups. 

1) Over Time. I n Byzantine and t o some extent Crusader 
tim e s , i t seems t h a t the major expenditure i n the c i t y was 
on hospice accommodation ( t r a v e l t o Jerusalem being excluded), 
w i t h smeiller spending on ' r e l i c s ' and l o c a l t r a v e l . Under 
Moslem ruihe, hospice accommodation was' g e n e r a l l y cheap but 
f o r the C h r i s t i a n or Jewish p i l g r i m l a r g e expenses were 
i n c u r r e d i n t a x a t i o n , v i s i t s t o h o l y s i t e s and the procurement 
of guides. For the 'modern' p i l g r i m , the h o l y s i t e s have 
become l a r g e l y f r e e and the l a r g e s t p r o p o r t i o n of expenditure 
i s i n h o s p i c e / h o t e l b i l l s f o l l o w e d c l o s e l y by, souvenirs 
(see sifeH below, p . i i j ) . 

2) Between R e l i g i o n s Groups. As noted i n Chapter 4, the 
a t t i t u d e of the r e l i g i o u s groups t o Jerusalem d i f f e r s and so 
t h e r e f o r e does the p a t t e r n of t h e i r p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y . The 
Moslem r a r e l y had t o pay the e x h o r b i t a n t taxes and t o l l s 
which the dhimmis had t o meet, n e i t h e r were h i s holy/sites 
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so numerous or expensive ( i n f a c t they were f r e e ) . Consequently 
he spent much more p r o p o r t i o n a l l y on accommodation. The Jew 
a l s o had fewer h o l y s i t e s than the C h r i s t i a n but s u f f e r e d 
t o l l s and i n d i g n i t i e s under both Foslem and C h r i s t i a n r u l e . 
Even the C h r i s t i a n denominations had d i f f e r e n t expenditures, the 
n a t i v e C h r i s t i a n s and v i s i t i n g Greeks and Copts g e n e r a l l y 
(although.not always) f a r i n g b e t t e r i n regard t o t o l l s than 
the hated Frank. They seem also t o have spent less than 
western C h r i s t i a n s on souvenirs, because i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 
Jerusalem was more f a m i l i a r t o them and more p a r t of t h e i r 
w o r l d , t h e r e f o r e n a t i v e o l i v e wood o b j e c t s or pieces of e a r t h 
meant less .to them; also they, seem t o have been g e n e r a l l y 
poorer than the western C h r i s t i a n s . 

One fa c t , remains c l e a r , however, and t h a t i s t h a t the 
g r e a t e s t i n f l u e n c e on the economy of the c i t y was excercised 
by the 'Frank' or L a t i n p i l g r i m s both i n the Middle Ages 
and i n . t h e Ottoman p e r i o d f o r since the time of Charlemagne 
they have been the g r e a t e s t i n numbers and above a l l they 
have brought most money.. C e r t a i n l y by the time we o b t a i n 
accurate i n f o r m a t i o n on the p i l g r i m t r a d e ( from c.1500), 
the Franks are the dominant group. 

The f i n a n c i a l aspects of the p i l g r i m a g e t o the Holy C i t y 
must now be examined i n more d e t a i l i n order t o see where 
the money has gone and so.which sectors of the economy have 
benefitte-d most. The expenses of the Byzantine p i i g r i m are 
not known i n d e t a i l but the kasx^KE hospices such as t h a t of 
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J u s t i n i a n must have f i g u r e d l a r g e i n h i s accounts and 
there was a t the time a considerable p r o f i t being made 
from the sale of ' r e l i c s ' (see p. 134)^ The ' f l e e c i n g ' 

7 
of p i l g r i m s increased w i t h the coming of Moslem r u l e 
and was a considerable source of revenue f o r the l o c a l 
i n h a b i t a n t s and also the government. A l l C h r i s t i a n s , 
n a t i v e and f o r e i g n , were taxed i n the e a r l y 11th. Century 
and the p i l g r i m s had t o pay a piece of gold on e n t r y 

o 
i n t o Jerusalem. During Crusader r u l e , of course, t h i s 
t a x a t i o n ceased, but t h e r e was s t i l l the expense of 
hospice accommodation, the purchase of ' r e l i c s ' the 
expense of t r a v e l i n the area and the great r i s k . o f l o ss 
of l i f e a t times from m i l i t a r y s k i r m ishes. 

A f t e r the r e t u r n of the Moslems t o the c i t y , the 
C h r i s t i a n s had t o pay f o r admission t o h o l y s i t e s , although 
any discouragement t o them was probably o f f s e t i n terms 
of the c i t y ' s economy by the r e t u r n of Moslem p i l g r i m s . 
The C h r i s t i a n had t o face many new f i n a n c i a l problems i n 
the e a r l y 13th. Century as the anonymous author of the 
'Citez de Jherusalem' r e l a t e s : 

But understand w e l l , t h a t of the C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s 
who wished t o go t o the Septilchre and the other ,holy 
p l a c e s , the Saracens exacted g r e a t bargains, g i f t s 
and s e r v i c e s . The Saracens charged them each f o r 30 
bezants. But they afterwards excommunicated a l l the 
C h r i s t i a n s who gave h i r e money, s e r v i c e , bargains 
and ransoms i n order t o v i s i t the sacred, places; 
wherefore the Saracens d i d not r e c e i v e as much as they 
were wont. 9 

Of Arab w r i t e r s , Ibn Batutah sa i d t h a t w i t h reference t o 
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the Holy Sepulchre, "on every p i l g r i m who makes h i s 
v i s i t a t i o n t o t h i s church a c e r t a i n t r i b u t e i s l e v i e d f o r the 
b e n e f i t of the Muslims...." 1 0 

From Ni c c o l o of Poggibonsi we l e a r n more of the 
expenditures of the medieval p i l g r i m s and i t i s n e a r l y a l l 
i n taxes, t r i b u t e or admission money. Thus 72 dirharas ( 4 
f l o r i n s ) had t o be paid as a per c a p i t a tax t o the Su l t a n . 
At the Holy Sepulchre Church, payment was necessary and also 
a t the Tomb of Mary of Egypt,"where 12 d e n a r i i were p a i d . 
I n c i d e n t a l l y , i t also cost 4 f l o r i n s i n t o l l s t o go t o 

no-
Damascus v i a Samaria, i . e . the eq u i v a l e n t of the t r i b u t e . 
As i n the case of the author of the 'Ci t e z ' , N i c c o l o notes 
t h a t the Pope became concerned about the amount of money 
which was being given t o the Moslems as a r e s u l t of the 
pilg r i m a g e s and t r i e d t o ban them w i t h o u t s p e c i a l l i c e n c e . 1 ^ 
Other charges i n c l u d e d 1 Venetian penny f o r admission t o 
the Church on the s i t e of Jerome's monastery 1^ 6 ducats f o r 
f i r s t e n t r y t o the Holy Sepulchre, w i t h 4 dirhams f o r each 

IK 
subsequent v i s i t . The system here seems t o have been 
e f f i c i e n t , f o r according t o Gucci, p i l g r i m s were r e g i s t e r e d 
according t o t h e i r h a i r and. other- c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . l f j Entry 
t o Bethlehem cost as much as 24 ducats i n the 15th. u e n t u r y . 1 1 

F e l i x F a b r i gives us some i n d i c a t i o n , however, t h a t the 
For money and other mea-sure e q u i v a l e n t s see Appendix 3 at 
end of Volume I -
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Moslems learned t o charge what the market would stand f o r the 
p i l g r i m s were ho t prepared t o pay more than a s i t e was worth. 
He t e l l s how i n h i s day t h e r e was a legend t h a t the keeper 
of the V i r g i n ' s Tomb had attempted t o r a i s e the p r i c e of 
admission t o 3 ducats, but the p i l g r i m s refused t o pay and 
d i d not v i s i t the pihace. The r e s u l t was t h a t i t became 
u n p r o f i t a b l e and by Kabri's time admission was f r e e . 
I n g e n e r al, the expenses p a i d by C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s t o the 
Moslems were considerable i n thejfAiddle Ages and e s p e c i a l l y 
towards the end of the Arab p e r i o d . E x t o r t i o n was widespread 

i n 
as Suriano r e l a t e s , ^ and money o f t e n s t o l e n as w e l l as 
taken l e g a l l y . The Jews a l s o s u f f e r e d from the t a x a t i o n and 
e x t o r t i o n , but the C h r i s t i a n s - e s p e c i a l l y the L a t i n s -
seem t o have been s p e c i a l t a r g e t s , having both w e a l t h of 
numbers and wealth i n hard cash. The expenses of p i l g r i m s 
a t the end of the 15th. Century are g i v e n by Suriano and 
although they i n c l u d e t r a v e l l i n g expenses t o Jerusalem-are 
worth q u o t i n g i n f u l l . 
S u l tan's T r i b u t e 7 ducats 17 g r o s s i 
I n t e r p r e t e r of S u l t a n 1 ducat 
Keeper a t door of Holy Sepulchre... 23-g- g r o s s i 
For mounts 3 ducats 
For 6 places 1 g r o s s i each 
For guardians on the road... 1 g r o s s i each place 
For house i n Ramleh 4 g r o s s i 
For marine guards 1 grosso 
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For the l o r d of Raraleh 3 g r o s s i 
For the l o r d of St. George's .1 grosso 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t there had "been some d e c l i n e i n 
the p r i c e s i n terms of nominal currency since the century 
b e f o r e . The l a r g e s t expenses were i n Sultan's t r i b u t e , 
i n c l u d i n g i n t e r p r e t e r , f o l l o w e d by t r a n s p o r t . Holy s i t e 
c osts were cons i d e r a b l y l e s s than these and rio mention i s 
made of accommodation costs i n Jerusalem so Suriano must have 
considered these n e g l i g i b l e (see f u r t h e r p.ia*#). I n other 
words, w i t h i n Jerusalem, the p i l g r i m expenses were n e a r l y 
a l l p aid i n t o government hands or t o the keepers of h o l y 
s i t e s . Medieval Arab w r i t e r s leave us very l i t t l e data on 
t h e i r expenses so t h a t one i s f o r c e d t o conclude t h a t apart 
from accommodation t h e i r outgoings were small - t h e r e would 
probably be no t r i b u t e and no payment f o r e n t r y t o the Haram. 

I n the Ottoman p e r i o d , the amount of money e x t r a c t e d 
from p i l g r i m s f e l l i n t o t a l w i t h the d e c l i n e i n the 
numbers coming from western Europe (p.91 above; S e c t i o n C below) 
The e f f e c t s of the Reformation and the Renaissance togeth e r 
w i t h ther wars i n Europe and the u n c e r t a i n t y of t r a v e l , hot t o 
mention the fearsome (and perhaps overexaggerated) image 
of the Tutrks, g r e a t l y c u r t a i l e d p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y , although 
th e r e were a number of e x p l o r e r s and t r a d e r s w r i t i n g 
accounts. Bernardino Amico a t the end of the 16th. Century 
found t h a t the l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s of Jerusalem were i n the 



99 

h a b i t of i n v e n t i n g legends i n order t o procure money from 
20 21 p i l g r i m s , e x t o r t i o n was widespread and there were taxes 

a 
and i m p o s i t i o n s on the f r i a r s who p r e v i o u s l y been t r e a t e d 

22 
r a t h e r l e n i e n t l y . By the e a r l y 19th. Century, even the 
monasteries were competing f o r the custom of the p i l g r i m s 
and Maundrell t e l l s us of the road t o l l s t o be p a i d t o get t o 
Jerusalem. I t appears t h a t the 'Franks' were t r e a t e d worse 

24 
than the Moslems and n a t i v e C h r i s t i a n s i n t h i s r e s p e c t . 
The p r i c e of e n t r y t o the Holy Sepulchre v a r i e d , according t o 
Maundrell, depending on n a t i o n a l i t y and rank. I t was u s u a l l y 
# 14 per head f o r Pranks 7 f o r c l e r i c s ) and e n t i t l e d the 

25 
p i l g r i m t o as many v i s i t s as he l i k e d . The Turks, however, 
were e x a c t i n g l a r g e sums i n r e n t and taxes from the r e s i d e n t 
communities and d r i v i n g many out and even the Armenians 
who were among the r i c h e s t groups of the p o p u l a t i o n , were 
i n debt. Niebuhr the Danish t r a v e l l e r , regarded the l o c a l 
i n h a b i t a n t s i n the same l i g h t as Maundrell, n o t i n g the t o l l s 
and exactions and commenting: .dass i n P a l a s t i n a j e t z 

27 
di e a l l e r s c h l e c h t e s t e Menschen=Race wohne." There were 
numerous t o l l s exacted by the Turks on dhimmis and p i l g r i m s 
t o the extent t h a t the Russian government stepped i n t o give 

29 
s t a t e a i d t o i t s p i l g r i m s . An accurate 19th. Century 
t r a v e l l e r , B a r t l e t t , notes t h a t the Sultan's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
camped outside the c i t y a t c e r t a i n times t o c o l l e c t p i l g r i m s 
dues.-^ Most of the money spent by the p i l g r i m i n Moslem times thus went t o the government, and t o judge by B a r t l e t t ' s 
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o b s e r v a t i o n , a l a r g e p a r t went d i r e c t t o c e n t r a l government 
c o f f e r s r a t h e r than t o the c i t y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The C h r i s t i a n , 
Jewish and Moslem r e s i d e n t communities thus gained l i t t l e of 
the t o t a l p i l g r i m wealth which flowed i n from overseas, apart 
from the p r o f i t s of the hospices and khans (which d i d not 
"bring i n a l a r g e ±HE r e t u r n ) and the sale of souvenirs. T&e 
L a t i n s d i d manage t o ga,in some • f r e e ' money by the ' s a l e 1 of 
the knighthood of the Holy Sepulchre a v a i l a b l e i n the e a r l y 
19th. Century a t 100 s e q u i n s . ^ 

I n the present century, the expenditure p a t t e r n has 
changed, f o r d u r i n g the c l o s i n g years of the Ottoman r u l e and 
the Mandate p e r i o d , n e a r l y a . l l charges f o r admission t o h o l y 
s i t e s were done away w i t h as were most of the taxes and t o l l s . 
At present, only the Haram area ( f r e e . t o Moslems), the Church 
of S t. Mary Magdalene and Lazarus*s Tomb are charged e n t r i e s 
although • u n o f f i c i a l 1 fees are sometimes charged by' l o c a l 
r e s i d e n t s at the V i r g i n ' s Fountain and other p u b l i c s i t e s . The 
g r e a t e s t expenditure.now i s on h o t e l b i l l and souvenirs, which 
i n c l u d e a l a r g e number of c o l o u r t r a n s p a r e n c i e s . Thus from 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n 1968, i t appears t h a t the average western . 
t o u r i s t spends i n I s r a e l (about •§ of i t i s spent i n Jerusalem), 

the f o l l o w i n g amounts: 
T r a v e l t o I s r a e l £ 50 
Hotels £ 3 0 
Souvenirs...* £ 15 
I n t e r n a l T r a v e l . . . . . . £ 3 
Guides .£ 2 
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Holy S i t e s n e g l i g i b l e 
TOTAL £ 100 

(This i s a rounded-up average f o r a package t o u r . For d e t a i l s 
of the survey see Appendix 2) 

This o f f e r s an obvious c o n t r a s t w i t h the medieval p a t t e r n , 
when t a x a t i o n and ho l y s i t e admission were the prime items. 
Hence the d i f f e r e n c e i n geographical impact. The c o m p i l a t i o n 
of accurate f i g u r e s f o r e a r l i e r days i s not easy, but Volney 
(1788) informs us t h a t the t o t a l p i l g r i m expenditure i n 
Jerusalem per annum was about £ 62,500 of which p a r t was paid 
t o merchants f o r 'necessaries', p a r t t o the governor and 
o f f i c i a l s and p a r t t o convents. J 

This b r i e f a n a l y s i s of the f i n a n c i a l aspects of the 
p i l g r i m trade b r i n g s out c e r t a i n p o i n t s ofggeographica.1 
s i g r i i f i c a n c e : -

1) The i n p u t i n t o the economy of Jerusalem v i a p i l g r i m a g e s 
has g e n e r a l l y been less than i t might, because of the high 
l e v e l of d i r e c t t a x a t i o n from c e n t r a l governments. Some of 
t h i s t o l l money was spent oft b u i l d i n g or other government 
a c t i v i t i e s but most was sent t o the c e n t r a l .government less 
v a r i o u s percentages f o r c o l l e c t i o n , or d i r e c t l y i n t o the l o c a l 
governor's pocket. I n a d d i t i o n the l o c a l governor c o u l d 
o b t a i n persona.1 money by j u d g i n g q u a r r e l s , payment f o r the 
p r i v i l e g e of hold»ing processions, and the gains i n the 
co m p e t i t i o n between the communities f o r r i g h t s a t h o l y s i t e s . 



102 

2) The h o l y s i t e s have g e n e r a l l y been theamain b e n e f i c i a r i e s 
of the p i l g r i m t r a d e , l o o k i n g back over 1700 years of a c t i v i t y . 
The gains t o be made from the ownership of a h o l y s i t e not 
on l y produced community q u a r r e l s but encouraged the p r o l i f e r a t ­
i o n of such s i t e s . Thus i n times of l a r g e p i l g r i m numbers,, 
the number of h o l y s i t e s has increased; but when p i l g r i m s have ' 
been few and t h e r e f o r e the p r o f i t s low, r e a l e s t a t e investment 
has found other o u t l e t s . 

3) The hospice/ h o t e l sector has only been f i n a n c i a l l y 
i mportant i n r e c e n t decades; hence w h i l e p i l g r i m numbers now 
probably are no more t h a n - i n Byzantine times or d u r i n g the • 
most a c t i v e years•of medieval p i l g r i m a g e , the number of 
accommodation houses i s f a r g r e a t e r , since under modern 
c o n d i t i o n s t h i s i t e m takes a l a r g e r amount of money o f f the 
v i s i t o r than d i d the monastic haspices and Arab khans of 
the Middle . Ages. 

4) Souvenir s e l l i n g and manufacture has grown s t e a d i l y . 
Although, u n t i l r e c e n t l y , i t has hot r e c e i v e d a l a r g e percentage 
of p i l g r i m expenditure, p r o f i t s are h i g h p e r i i t e m and c a p i t a l 
expenses low ( c . f . accommodation s e c t o r ) : hence many have 
been able t o engage i n t h i s a c t i v i t y . 



103 

Sectors of the P i l g r i m Trade 
The main sectors of the p i l g r i m t r a d e w i l l now be given 

more d e t a i l e d treatment and the p o i n t s mentioned above; brought 
out. 
1) Holy S i t e s 

The most important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s of the Old C i t y 
and i t s immediate surroundings have always been the h o l y s i t e s , 
or t o be more accurate, the edifice's b u i l t oyer them. These 
s i t e s have f l u c t u a t e d i n number and character over the c e n t u r i e s 
i n response t o changing demand, and the a c t i v i t i e s i n and 
around them have changed according t o the b e l i e f s of the 
r e l i g i o u s group owning them or the volume of the p i l g r i m t r a d e . 
The holy s i t e s and the b u i l d i n g s over them have been important 
as f o c i i n the morphological development of . t h e c i t y (see Ch. 12 
& 13), major c o n t r i b u t o r s t o the urban landscape, and also as 
economic f a c t o r s . The constant need t o r e p a i r these b u i l d i n g s 
because of earthquake damage, war, f i r e , e t c . , as w e l l as the? 
- b u i l d i n g booms which c h a r a c t e r i s e d the c i t y i n the 4 t h - 6 t h . , • 
12th'., and' 19th.^-20th. c e n t u r i e s have, absor'bed. much income 
and drawn i n t o the c i t y ' s economy fi n a n c e from overseas as 
g i f t s , which has been'used to'purchase m a t e r i a l s , employ labour, 
e t c . I f there i s any doubt t h a t t h i s i s not an important 
economic f a c t o r , i t could be r e c a l l e d t h a t the governors of 
Mexico i n the 16th. Century complained l o u d l y about the d i v e r s i o n 
of n a t i v e labour from the mundane 'produ c t i v e ' work t o the 
b u i l d i n g of a l a r g e number of C h u r c h e s . & j m ^ s m s £ $ B B p 
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The geographical importance of 4tat p i l g r i m shrines and the 
c i r c u l a t i o n of the p i l g r i m s "between them has been shown 
by David Sopher i n h i s work on p i l g r i m c i r c u l a t i o n among the 

35 
Hindus of n o r t h e r n I n d i a . On a smaller geographical 
s c a l e , Jerusalem also shows a v a r i e t y i n importance of 
p a r t i c u l a r s h r i n e s and changes i n t h e i r number over time. 
Some have always a t t r a c t e d l a r g e numbers of p i l g r i m s perhaps 
from a l l t h ree major f a i t h s i n v o l v e d ; others have had j u s t a 
sporadic p e r i o d of p o p u l a r i t y t o l a t e r s i n k i n t o o b l i v i o n . The ' 
a u t h e n t i c i t y of the s i t e s has l i t t l e t o do w i t h t h i s v a r i a t i o n , 
but r a t h e r i t i s t h e i r t h e o l o g i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e i n so f a r as 
they represent s p e c i f i c events or personages of importance. 
The t a b l e below shows the main holy s i t e s i n existence at HKKE 
present ( n e a r l y a l l were als o i n existence i n 1917), and i t 
can be seen t h a t a u t h e n t i c i t y i s not a prime c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
The Holy Sepulchre/Calvary b a s i l i c a i s not of very h i g h authen­
t i c i t y a t a l l y e t has p e r s i s t e d as-the prime C h r i s t i a n s h r i n e ; 
the Tomb of the V i r g i n , perhaps the most continuous shrine 
i n the c i t y - c e r t a i n l y i n a r c h i t e c t u r a l terms - i s probably 
based only.on pious legend. 

.Auth_enti.£ity__of Holy__Sd:ties_ 
A. HIGH PROBABILITY: 1. Haram area as s i t e of Temple @ 

2. W a i l i n g W a ll as p a r t of. Herod's Temple 
3. Crettisemane 
4. Pool of Siloam 
5. V i r g i n ' s Fount as G-ihon 
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M PROBABLE 1. St. Peter i n G a l l i c a n t u 
2. S i s t e r s of Zion pavement 
3. St. Anne's pools as Bethesda 
4. N.W. corner of Haram a.s Antonia 

C.PRBBABLE AREA l i Ascension Place 
2f Dominus F l e v i t 
3. Grotto of Agony 
4. Upper Room (Dormition) 

D POSSIBLE 

E' DOUBTFUL 

F APOCRYPHAL 

1. Calvary & Holy Sepulchre 
2. David's TOomb 
3. St. Mark's 
4. V i r i G a l i l a e i 
1 . Garden Tomb 
2. Lazarus's Tomb 
3. St. Anne's as house of Anne • 
4. St. Stephen's 
1. Church of I n v e n t i o n of Cross 
2. Church of Holy Cross 
3. F o o t p r i n t of C h r i s t 
4. V i r g i n ' s Tomb * 
5. Jeremiah's Grotto 

The a u t h e n t i c i t y of the Dome of the Rock as the place of the 
Jewish h i g h a l t a r i s accepted as p r a c t i c a l l y c e r t a i n by n e a r l y 
a l l s c h o l a r s . S i m i l a r l y the stones i n the W a i l i n g W a l l are 
almost c e r t a i n l y from Herod's Temple. 
fito accaount of i t s ancient o r i g i n and lo n g h i s t o r y , some 

might give the V i r g i n ' s Tomb a higher r a n k i n g than t h i s . 
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) Growth of Holy S i t e s 

The growth of the h o l y s i t e s has been sporadic and i n 
f a c t there are now fewer than i n the Middle Ages. Reference 
t o the land use maps i n Volume I I w i l l i n d i c a t e t h i s . I n times 
of - l a r g e numbers of p i l g r i m s , there has been a tendency t o 
produce h o l y s i t e s of d o u b t f u l or even apocryphal a u t h e n t i c i t y 
or j u s t t o commemorate a B i b l i c a l event. This a p p l i e s t o 
both C h r i s t i a n and Jewish s i t e s ; Moslem , s i t e s fcatsx have i n 
general grown, more s l o w l y and more evenly, commemorating h o l y 
men: a large number of them are of l o c a l importance only and 
do not enter i n t o the i t i n e r a r y of v i s i t i n g Moslem p i l g r i m s . 
I n general i t w i l l be seen t h a t the numbersof s i t e s has 
r e f l e c t e d the numbers of pi3rgrims as i n d i c a t e d above ( p . 9 0 f f ) . 

The f i r s t r a p i d growth of ho l y s i t e s which i s recorded 
was in. Byzantine times when "the pagan temples t o J u p i t e r and 
~v~enus were replaced by C h r i s t i a n s h r i n e s . The Bordeaux p i l g r i m 
l i s t s the f o l l o w i n g nine h o l y s i t e s : 

1. Pool of Bethesda 
2. S i l o a Pool 
3. House of Pontius Palate 
4. • l i t t l e Mount Golgotha• 
5. B a s i l i c a on the Mount of Olives (Ascension ?) 
6. House of Hezekiah 
7. W a i l i n g Wall 
8. Lazarus's Tomb 
9. Mount Sion p o i n t e d out but apparently not then b u i l t - u p . 

To these Jerome adds the tombs of Helena and Rachel. Note t h a t , 
the Jews had a ' w a i l i n g p l a c e ' f o r th e r e had been some 
re s e t t l e m e n t a f t e r A.D. 132 i n the d i s t r i c t and they were 
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allowed i n t o the c i t y o f f i c i a l l y i n the 5 t h . Century. Not 
long a f t e r the Bordeaux P i l g r i m ' s v i s i t i n A.D. 333, the l e t t e r 
of Paula and Eustochium speaks of "so many places of prayer i n 
the c i t y i t s e l f t h a i one day cannot s u f f i c e f o r v i s i t i n g them 

37 
a l l " Eucherius i n the 5 t h . °entury mentions monks' c e l l s 
on Mount Sion and as h o l y places the f o l l o w i n g : 

1. B a s i l i c a or Martyrium (Holy Sepulchre) 
2. Golgotha 
3. Anastasis 
4. Temple 
5. Bethesda Pools 
6. S i l o a Pool 
7. Two Churches on the Mount of O l i v e s . 

This i s probably not a complete l i s t but i t seems t h a t w i t h 
the increases i n numbers v i s i t i n g the c i t y , new places were 
being added t o the 4 t h . Century l i s t s . By the 6 t h . Century, 
t h i s Byzantine wave seems t o have reached i t s peak and 
Antoninus Martyr records a l a r g e number of holy s i t e s , many of 
which were i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y of d o u b t f u l a u t h e n t i c i t y . His 
l i s t i s : 

1. Tomb of LazarUs 
2. C e l l of S t . Pelagia 
3. Tomb of James and Cleophas 
4. Place of B e t r a y a l 
5. B a s i l i c a of Mary ( V i r g i n ' s Tomb) 
6. Olive t r e e where Judas hanged h i m s e l f 

£ 7. Holy Sepulchre 
b. Golgotha 
9. Place of discovery of the Cross 
10. Tower of David 
11. B a s i l i c a of Holy Sion w i t h p i l l a r of scourging, e t c . 
12. Basi&ica of Blessed Mary ( J u s t i n i a n ' s Church on s i t e 

of al-Aqsa mosque) 
13. Praetoriurn 
14. B a s i l i c a of St. Sophia 
15. Seat of P i l a t e 
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16. Church a t Siloam 
17. Tomb of Stephen 
I B . Tomb of St. I s i t i u s 
19. Rachelgs Tomb 

( The s i t e s of Calvary and the Holy Sepulchre were separate 
b u i l d i n g s u n t i l Crusader times) 

So i t can be seen t h a t t h e r e was a great increase i n the number 
of h o l y s i t e s i n the 6 t h . Century and most of them had an 
e d i f i c e over them thus making a considerable impact on the 
landscape as w e l l as the l i f e and economy of Jerusalem. The 
r e l a t i v e l y secure c o n d i t i o n s of the time allowed a growth of 
Church b u i l d i n g even outside the c i t y w a l l s - which were 
extended - and the p i l g r i m s were a r r i v i n g i n s u f f i c i e n t numbers . 
t o warrant these h o l y places. Royal and noble patronage 
enabled many of the b a s i l i c a s t o be b u i l t . Whether there i s 
any l o c a t i o n a l p r i n c i p a l behing the l o c a t i o n of these Churches 
i s d o u b t f u l (see Ch. 12) but they j u s t seem t o have a r i s e n t o 
enable p i l g r i m s t o see B i b l e places and recei v e s p i r i t u a l 
b e n e f i t t h e r e f r o m (see p. 64). Theodorus who was contemporary 
w i t h Antoninus Martyr noted up t o 24 Churches on the Mount of 
Olives alone so the increase under the patronage of J u s t i n i a n 
and other r u l e r s was considerable and the c i t y must have been 

39 

almost dominated by Churches.~ > J 

With the Moslem conquest i n 670, the t h i r d f a i t h was 
added t o the two e x i s t i n g i n Jerusalem. Immediately on e n t r y , 
the Moslem commander, Omar, had a mosque b u i l t over the s i t e 
of the o l d Temple, then a dung heap. 4 0 Abd a l - M a l i k l a t e r had 
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the Dome of the Rock co n s t r u c t e d and the Aasa mosque was b u i l t 
on thejremains of the Church of J u s t i n i a n . As the Moslem f a i t h 
became e s t a b l i s h e d i n the area, so le s s e r shrines and mosques 
were co n s t r u c t e d u s u a l l y c e l e b r a t i n g the tombs of well-known 
h o l y men (see p. b9) or even as Tewfik Canaan suggested, 
p r e s e r v i n g the i d e n t i t y of ancient h i l l - t o p s i t e s which had 

41 
p e r s i s t e d since pre-Roman days. 

Although no longer i n the secure p o s i t i o n they f o r m e r l y 
h e l d , the C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s continued t o come t o Jerusalem i n 

42 
l a r g e numbers f o r the t o l e r a n c e of the Ommayads was w e l l 
known. When the t r o u b l e s w i t h the Abbasid accession t o power 
a r r i v e d , the p i l g r i m s faced d i f f i c u l t i e s which were p a r t l y 
a l l e v i a t e d by t h e . a c t i o n s of Charlemagne. The Churches a t 
t h i s time were s t i l l numerous. The.Commemoratorium de uasis 
^ei» l i s t e d the Churches and t h e i r incumbents f o r the 
b e n e f i t of Charlemagne and i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t although 
the number of uhurches on the Mount of Ol i v e s , f o r example, 
was now».here near the 24 of Theodorius, i t was s t i l l l a r g e . The 
t e x t reads: 

i n sancto monte O l i v e t i e c c l e s i a 3; una Ascensio Domini 
i n t e r presbyteros e t c l e r i c o s 3» a l i a , u b i d o c u i t 
d i s i p u l o s suos C h r i s t u s , u b i sunt monachi 3» p r e s b y t e r 1, 
t e r t i a i n honore sancte Marie, c e e r i c i 2, i n c l u s i , q u i 
sedent per e e l l u l a s eorum., q u i Greca l i n g u a p s a l l e n t 11, 
Georgiani 4, S y r i a n i 6, Armeni 2, L a t i n i 5, q u i Saracenica 
l i n g u a p s a l l e n t , 1.. Juxta 111am scalem, quando subis i n 
montem Sanctum;, i n c l u s i , 2; unus Grecus, a l t e r Syrua; 
as Summam scalam i n Gethsemane i n c l u s i ' 3 , Grecua et Syrua 
et Georgianus. 43 

Not only were th e r e s t i l l Churches but a v a r i e t y of n a t i o n s 
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u s i n g them. I n f a c t earthquakes proved, more of a danger t o the 
44 

Churches than the Moslems d i d a t t h i s time and apart from 
the d e s t r u c t i v e z e a l of Hakem. the a u t h o r i t i e s g e n e r a l l y d i d i±i 
l i t t l e t o discourage the p i l g r i m s from the west and although 
economic c o n d i t i o n s i n the Byzantine w o r l d d i d not prove now * 
so favourable t o p i l g r i m a g e s , there were s t i l l a number of 
eastern communities i n the c i t y as the l i s t shows. 

However, Bernard the Wise ( c . 867) found fewer Churches 
than i n Byzantine times and dues were now being l e v i e d and 

45 
paases needed. Imprisonment awaited the p i l g r i m who could 
not pay the dues or committed i r r e g u l a r i t i e s , and hence the 
t r a d e found l i t t l e encouragement. Numbers of p i l g r i m s seems 
d e f i n i t e l y s m a l l e r now and so, according t o Bernard was- the 
number of Churches. He l i s t s the f o l l o w i n g , showing a 
d i s t i n c t d e c l i n e from the time of Antoninus Martyr:-

1. Church i n honour of Mary ( L a t i n e ) 
2. Calvary 
3« Church t o south of Calvary 
4. Sepulchre 
5. Church of St. Simeon (Mt. Sion) 
6. St. Stephen's 
7. St. Peter i n G a l l i c a n t u 
8. Church of St. L e o n i n Kidron v a l l e y 
9. Lazarus's Church 

The l o c a t i o n a l aspects of t h i s d e c l i n e are discussed i n 
Chapter 12, but i t i s worth n o t i n g here the d r a s t i c cut i n 
the number of o p e r a t i o n a l h o l y s i t e s . 

I n the l a t e 10th. Century, Jerusalem's p i l g r i m trade 
received a boost*from two q u a r t e r s , Moslem and C h r i s t i a n . 
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For the Moslems, Jerusalem t e m p o r a r i l y replaced Mecca as the 
centre of the Had3 ;for the Qarmatian sect was making the 

46 
jjourney t o Mecca very dangerous. This g r e a t l y increased 
the number of Moslem Arabs i n the c i t y ' s p o p u l a t i o n and the 

t o 
a u t h o r i t i e s began *swactively Aencourage Moslem p i l g r i m a g e s t o 

47 
Jerusalem and take an i n t e r e s t i n i t s h o l y places. Mukaddasi 
w r i t e s of the numerous h o l y places - presumably Moslem — i n the 
c i t y and above a l l of the gr e a t importance of the Aqsa moscue. 
Outside the Haram enclosure, however, the Moslem h o l y s i t e s 
were mainly tombs and n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s r a t h e r than mosques or 
prayer places. Nasir-i-Khusrau r e p o r t e d t h a t i n some years 
t h e r e were 20,000 people present i n the c i t y on the f i r s t days 

48 
.of the had3 and there was a general r e v i v e d i n t e r e s t by 
Moslems i n .the c i t y and i t s s i t e s , mainly the" Dome of the 
Rock, Al-Aqsa, and other s i t e s w i t h i n the Haram. 

I n a d d i t i o n there was a r e v i v a l of C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m a g e s 
from western Europe probably as a r e s u l t of the idea then 
c u r r e n t t h a t t h e Second Coming of C h r i s t was i m m i n e n t ^ and 
many p i l g r i m s were anxious t o die i n the c i t y . . This i s 
important because i t shows t h a t the i n t e r e s t i n Jerusalem and 
the r e v i v a l of pilgrimages t h e r e t o , preceded the Crusades and 
was not a r e s u l t of them; i t was also due t o movements i n 
C h r i s t i a n theology, not the a t t i t u d e of the Moslems n e c e s s a r i l y . 
I n many r e s p e c t s , however, the r e v i v e d i n t e r e s t of both 
C h r i s t i a n s and Moslems i n the c i t y and the general unrest i n 
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the Middle East a t t h a t time^ were l a r g e l y c o n t r i b u t a r y 
t o b r i n g i n g the Crusades about. 

Under the L a t i n Kingdom, the number of C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s 
and the number of ho l y s i t e s both increased again. Thus Saewulf 
a t the beginning of the p e r i o d l i s t s 11 h o l y places and 
mentions 'many chapels and holy places on O l i v e t ' thus 
i n d i c a t i n g a r e v i v a l of e d i f i c e s outside the c i t y w a l l s . The 
increase i s f u r t h e r documented by the Abbot Da n i e l , who 
v i s i t e d Jerusalem i n 1106-7 and h i s shows j u s t how 

rapidg /I) the number of holy places increased a f t e r the Crusader 
capture of the c i t y i n 1099 and the a r r i v a l of the e n t h u s i a s t i c 
p i l g r i m s and k n i g h t s . He noted i n a l l : 

1. St. Stephen's 
2. Gehenna 
3. House of David 
4. Church of R e s u r r e c t i o n 
5. Calvary, Compass ( * ) , Abraham's A l t a r , e t c . 
6. House of U r i a h 
7. Place of F i n d i n g of Cross 
8. Jeremiah's P i t 
9. Enclosure of Judas and t h a t of Apostle Paul 
10. Sheep Pool 
11. House of St. Joachim & Anna 
12. Lazarus ' s Tomb 
13. Solomon's House 
14. Church i n -Bethany 
15. Tower 'where Martha met Jesus and Jesus mounted ass' 
16. Place of B e t r a y a l 
17. Tomb of Jehosaphat 
18. Sepulchre of St. James 
19. Pater Noster 
20. Place, of Ascension 
21. Pool of Siloam 
22. House of St. John the E v a n g e l i s t (Upper Room) 
23. Church of Sion 
24. House of Caiaphas 
25. St. Peter i n G a l l i c a n t u 
26. P o t t e r ' s F i e l d 
27. Rachel's Tomb 

* i . e . the Compass of the World (centre of earth) i n Holy 3epul.o 
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I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t as numbers.increased, so d i d the 
number of o b v i o u s l y f i c t i t i o u s s i t e s such as 'Uriah's House' 
and JJeremiah's P i t ' . There seems to have been a desire t o l o c a t 
every spot mentioned i n - t h e B i b l e a t a l l costs. Theodorich 
(1172) gives a s i m i l a r l i s t but adds 'Peter's P r i s o n ' , a 
'Judgement H a l l on Mou]jt Sion' and a ' C i s t e r n where Joseph 
was thrown'. I n other words there was a very r a p i d i n c r e a s e ' i n 
the number of h o l y s i t e s at the beginning of the Crusader 
p e r i o d , t a k i n g advantage of the tempora/rily securer c o n d i t i o n s , 
and i n f l u e n c e d byothe f i r s t . w a v e of enthusiasm. B u i l d i n g s 
and s i t e s appeared outside the w a l l s on a l a r g e s c a l e . However, 
as the f l o w of p i l g r i m s s t a b i l i s e d so d i d the number "of h o l y 
s i t e s and there was not a grea.t r i s e i n the 12th.. ©entury. 
By the time the Moslems recaptured 1^. c i t y , i n f a c t , i t 
appears t h a t some r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n had taken place and the 
numbers h a d ^ c u r t a i l e d somewhat. Thus t h e . ' C i t e z ' l i s t s only 
21 holy-places w i t h s e v e r a l of the moire f i c t i t i o u s ones 
excluded. The r e t u r n of the Moslems saw the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
the Haram b u i l d i n g s and also some mosque b u i l d i n g , f o r the 
Moslems,as i n the case of C h r i s t i a n s , could o b t a i n m e r i t i n 
Heaven f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of h o l y places. Thus Besant and Palmer 
wrote: 

While a l l Muslims are enjoined t o v i s i t Mecca, they are 
recommended t o go t o Jerusalem. Plenary indulgence and 
f u t u r e rewards are promised t o those who v i s i t the h o l y 
c i t y , and the e f f e c t o f a l l prayers, and the reward of 
a l l punishment of good or e v i l works are doubled t h e r e i n . 
Such as are unable t o e„ccomplish the journey may send 
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o i l t o f u r n i s h a lamp, and. as Long as i t burns the angels 
i n the place w i l l pray f o r the sender. As f o r those who 
b u i l d , r e p a i r , or endow any p o r t i o n of the Mosnue, they 
w i l l enjoy prolonged l i f e and increased wealth on e a r t h , 
as w e l l as a reward i n heaven. The Roman Church i s not 
s i n g u l a r l y i n i t s s u c c e s s f u l d e a l i n g w i t h r i c h and 
moribund s i n n e r s . 51 

Hence the motives were s t r o n g and the numbers of p i l g r i m s and 
h o l y places of Moslem o r i g i n were increased. S i m i l a r l y , the 
eastern C h r i s t i a n s who M. not enjoyed much favour from the 
Pranks, benefitted|from the r e t u r n . The Latins' were the main 
l o s e r s , as might be expected, and the number of t h e i r holy 
places decreased o f t e n at the EXBKHS:EXH£ hands of. possessive 
Moslems or Greeks. The Ploly Sepulchre received some damage i n 
the a c t u a l conquest and some Churches were taken over by the 

52 
Moslems as mosques and the L a t i n p a t r i a r c h a l pala'ce became 
a mosque i n memory of Saladin (now A l Kanqeh). While p i l g r i m s 
s t i l l came from the west, t h e i r numbers were less and t h e i r 
Churches d e c l i n e d i n number: thus the Frank-from now on had an 
ever lessening a r c h i t e c t u r a l impact on th§ c i t y . Ludolph von 
Suchem i n 1350 noted only the f o l l o w i n g places: 

• 1. Holy Sepulchre (now included Calvary, e t c . ) 
2. Mount Sion 
3. Siloam 
4. Three Churches a t Bethany 

The Haram area was closed t o C h r i s t i a n s and St. Anne's was now 
a mosque ( again of S a l a d i n 1 s memory). Moslems also frequented 
t£e V i r g i n ' s Tomb and the Mosque of Omar opposite the Holy 
Sepulchre was b u i l t and noted by p i l g r i m s . ^ The C h r i s t i a n 
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h o l y places, p a r t i c u l a r l y the L a t i n ones, began t o show; 
a r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n and th e r e was also a dec l i n e i n the number 
of Churches above them. Many places now became open s i t e s 
and there was p a r t i c u l a r l y a r e t r e a t from the Mount of 
Olives i n t h i s .respect; by the 14th. Century most Church 
b u i l d i n g s were - w i t h i n the safe confines of the c i t y w a l l s . 
These p o i n t s are shown i l l u s t r a t e d i n the f o l l o w i n g l i s t 
ofl s i t e s mentioned by Fr e s c o b a l d i (1384):-

1. Tomb o f Rachel 
2. Tower o f E l i a s 
3. Holy Sepulchre 
4. Church of' the Rich Man and Lazarus 

' 5. House of P i l a t e ( c l o s e d t o C h r i s t i a n s ) -
6. Temple (closed t o C h r i s t i a n s ) . 
7. S t. Anne's ( b i r t h place of v i r g i n ) 
8. Stone of,Stephen 
9. Tomb of V i r g i n 
10. F o o t p r i n t of C h r i s t 
11. Pater Noster place 
12. Cave o f St. James 
13. St. Mary of Egypt 
14. Pool of Siloam 
15. St. "Peter"in G a l l i c a n t u 
16. ^avid's Tomb • . , . 
17. Tomb of Godfrey o f B o u i l l o n 
18. House of Martha 
19. Tomb o f Lazarus. - a mosque 

I t is..worth emphasising t h a t t h i s tendency now set i n f o r the 
number of Churches t o d e c l i n e even though there were s t i l l , a 
la r g e number of C h r i s t i a n h o l y 'places'. John P 0 l o n e r (1421) 
notes few Churches but r a t h e r places and. t h i s became the 
p a t t e r n f o r the C h r i s t i a n s i t e s . P e l i x P a b r i shows a' 
pronounced c o n c e n t r a t i o n of a c t i v i t y which was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of t h i s HE era, on the Holy Sepulchre chapels; t h i s c o n t r a s t s 
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markedly w i t h the widespread a c t i v i t y of Byzantine and 
Crusader times when Jerusalem's p i l g r i m s seemed t o range 

54 
f r e e l y a l l the way out t o Bethany. Suriano, at the 
end of the Arab p e r i o d , notes f o r instance 21 places on 
the Mount of O l i v e s but only two Churches ( S t . P e l a g i a and 
Church of the Creed). On Mount Sibn t h e r e were also 21 places 
but only 4 Churches - one an o r a t o r y o n l y - so w h i l e the 
p i l g r i m s s t i l l came as shown i n the accounts o f d'Anglure and 

55 
de Caumont the Jerusalem t h a t they saw was less i n f l u e n c e d 
by western C h r i s t i a n i t y i n i t s outward appearance than had 
been the case a few c e n t u r i e s e a r l i e r . The centres of 
C h r i s t i a n a c t i v i t y were the Holy Sepulchre and open caves, 
•stones', 'placres', . ' f i e l d s ' , e t c . Jerusalem was becoming a 
Moslem h o l y c i t y having l o s t i t s Greek f l a v o u r i n the 7 t h . 
Century and i t s L a t i n character i n the 13th. 

The Jews a l s o had l i t t l e a r c h i t e c t u r a l impact upon 
t h i s Jerusalem through Jholy places, under the Crusaders there 

5b 
had been some r e s e t t l e m e n t i n the c i t y and the community 
and numbers of p i l g r i m s continued t o grow s l o w l y . Some 
synagogues were b u i l t such as the o r i g i n a l Hurva synagogue. 
A Jewish account of the 13th. Century i n f a c t , shows how 
l i t t l e c o n t r o l there was then on the b u i l d i n g of such 
e d i f i c e s . Rabbi Moses Ben fiahum "found a r u i n e d house w i t h 
handsome marble p i l l a r s , which we converted i n t o a 
synagogue. f or the c i t y i s a t t.he d i s p o s a l of anybody - no 

57 
one i n p a r t i c u l a r being able t o l a y c l a i m t o i t " This 
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s t a t e of freedom appears t o have been a r a r e occurence and 
only l e d t o r i o t and d i s o r d e r . I n general throughout the 
l a t e r Arab p e r i o d , u h r i s t i a n and Jewish h o l y s i t e s were 
g e n e r a l l y open r a t h e r than enclosed.and were not widespread. 

The Ottoman Turks d i d not improve the s i t u a t i o n . Devastation 
was widespread and many Churches and convents were destroyed i n 

5b 
the l b t h , Century . A Russian merchant, B a s i l Posniakov 
noted t h a t the Tomb of the V i r g i n and the chapel of the Ascension 
were sealed by the Turks and the l a t t e r i n a ruinous s t a t e 
w h i l e uaiaphas- 1 s House was uni n h a b i t e d a t t h a t t i m e . Howeverqj! 
by 1600, access had been obtained t o the Tomb of the V i r g i n . 0 1 , 

Bernardino Amico notes an i n t e r e s t i n g cause which c o n t r i b u t e d 
t o the dec l i n e i n the number of C h r i s t i a n e d i f i c e s . Many 
p i l g r i m s began t o querie the a u t h e n t i c i t y of some of th? 

62 
h o l y s i t e s , e s p e c i a l l y the Holy Sepulchre and the L a t i n s 
used a tomb on the Mount .of Offence t o show what the o r i g i n a l 
tomb of C h r i s t was l i k e ^ a forerunner of the Garden Tomb. 
I n 1552 the L a t i n s were f i n a l l y e j e c t e d from t h e i r 
h o l d i n g s on Mount Sion ( a f t e r being d r i v e n out twi c e e a r l i e r ) 
and the Coenaculum area became a Moslem mosque', commemorative 
of the Tomb of David.°^ They acquired a new conventm but .the 
h o l y s i t e was l o s t . There was always a danger a t t h i s time 
of the Moslems g a i n i n g a h o l y s i t e a t the expense of C h r i s t i a n s 

65 
or Jews i f they considered t h a t i t was h o l y t o themselves. 
I n the 16th. and 17th. " e n t u r i e s t h i s was a very r e a l t h r e a t 
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t o the f o r e i g n communities. The takeover of the Coenaculum 
may w e l l have been i n f l u e n c e d by i t s h i l l - t o p l o c a t i o n , so 

66 
favoured by the Moslems f o r t h e i r we l i s . This confusion 
of h o l y s i t e s between the f a i t h s i s r a t h e r remin^sicent of the 
Hindu p o s i t i o n i n I n d i a as shown by Sopher i n h i s recent stuci 

The number of C h r i s t i a n h o l y s i t e s i n the 1 7 t h . Century 
was q u i t e l a r g e according t o Maundrell, but few had Churches 
overfcthem. His l i s t i s : 

1. Holy Sepulchre 
2. Jeremiah's Grotto 
3. Sepulchres of the Kings 
4. Jeremiah's Dungeon 
5. ' o l d r u i n c a l l e d Lazarus's c a s t l e ' 
6. Lazarus's Tomb - a mosque 
7. House of Simon 
8. Turpentine t r e e of the V i r g i n 
9. Convent of St. E l i a s 
10. Rachel's Tomb 
11. House o f Zebedee 
12. House of Mark 
13. House of Annas (Armenian) 
14* House of Ca.iap.has (Armenian) 
15. Coenaculum - mosque 
16. Grot-fco of St. Peter i n G a l l i c a n t u 
17. P o t t e r ' s F i e l d (Armenian) 
18. Bathsheba's Pool 
19. Pool of Siloam 
20. We'll of Nehemiah 
21. Footsteps of C h r i s t 
22. Tomb of V i r g i n 
23. Stone of Stephen 
24. ' Place o f Creed 
25. Paternoster Place 
26. Cave of St. P e l a g i a 
27. Ascension Place - mosque 
28. S r o t t o of Agony 
29. Pool of Bethesda 
30. St. Anne's - Moslem ownership 

C e r t a i n i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t s emerge from t h i s l i s t : 

1) Apart from Rachel's Tomb and E l i a s Tomb which were 

http://Ca.iap.has
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some distance from the c i t y , , no C h r i s t i a n Church or b u i l d i n g 
stood outside the c i t y w a l l s . 

2) Of those i n s i d e , the Armenians h e l d two. They have 
g e n e r a l l y been the r i c h e s t and most independent group i n the 
c i t y w i t h a h i g h s u r v i v a l c a p a c i t y . 

3) Moslems h e l d the Coenaculum, Lazarus's Tomb, the 
Ascension Place, and St. Anne's as well, as the Hararn area 
and s e v e r a l mosques i n s i d e the c i t y . 

4) The Church of St,. Pelagia was now a cave; the Church 
of St. Peter i n G a l l i c a n t u was also a cave; there was much use 
of n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s but few b u i l d i n g s . 

I n other words, the d e c l i n e i n p i l g r i m a g e s and the 
i n s e c u r i t y d i d not produce a decline so much i n the-number of 
places h e l d sacred i n the community memory but reduced 
g r e a t l y the number of C h r i s t i a n Churches. For Moslems there 
was a gradual g a i n of mosques, many take-overs of C h r i s t i a n 
s h r i n e s . There.was also some Jewish b u i l d i n g . The Hurva 
synagogue was r e c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1701 by Rabby Judah the Hassid 
but soon f e l l i n t o r u i n s again and was not r e b u i l t u n t i l the 
mid- 19th. Century. ^ Other synagogues b u i l t or i n 

69 
existence at. the time i n c l u d e d t h a t of the K a r a i t e s J but 

70 
Madden described a. Jewish synagogue as e. 'miserable h o v e l 1 

so one cannot a.ssume t h a t the community was r i c h . I n f a c t most 
t r a v e l l e r s imply by t h e i r comments t h a t the Jewish Quarter and 
i t s r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s were the poorest i n the c i t y . Most of 
the synagogues were* however, of the 'congregational' type 
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(see p:Z4"l) an4 the W a i l i n g ''/all p lus perhaps a few of the 
tombs i n the K i d r o n v a l l e y were the only r e a l Jewish holy 
s i t e s . 

The h o l y s i t e s i n existence by 18^0 can be summarized 
as f o l l o w s : . . 

Jewish: 1. W a i l i n g Wall 
2. Hurva Synagogue 
3. K a r a i t e s and. other smaller synagogues 
4. ' Absalom's P i l l a r and other monuments. 

Moslem: 1. Haram area - Dome of the Rock; Al-Aq.sa Mosque; 
Dome of Chain; Solomon's Throne, e t c . 

2. David's Tomb 
3. Omar's Mosque (MasJid S i d d i Omar) 
4. A l Khanqeh Mosque 
5. -Hairon Sarwis 
6. Ascension Place mosque 
7. Sa'id u Sid , es-seh D j a r r a h , & es-seh Okasek 
8. Lazarus's Tomb 
9. Other smaller mosques 

C h r i s t i a n : ! . Holy Sepulchre & v i c i n i t y 
2. S t . James' (Armenian) 
3. S t . Veronica ( r u i n e d ) 
4. V i r g i n ' s Tomb 
5. Bethesda ( r u i n e d ) 
6. Various open s i t e s on Mount of Olives 
7. Dormition and open s i t e s on Mou&t Sion 
8. Pool of Siloam and other open s i t e s 
9. Various 'congregational' Churches and convents. 

I n t e r e s t was shared also i n the Tombs of the Kings, Rachels' 
Tomb and- also t o some e x t e n t i n David's Tomb. 

This l i s t represents a small number, e s p e c i a l l y of Churche 
compared w i t h the Middle Ages, but w i t h the great increases i n 
pilg r i m a g e s a f t e r 1800 and the i n c r e a s i n g i n f l u e n c e of the 
western powers i n Turkish a f f a i r s , the number* of C h r i s t i a n 
s i t e s began t o increase. I t was, however, a r a t i o n a l increase, 
i . e . the more apocryphal s i t e s which were so numerous i n the 
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Middle Ages were no longer f e a s i b l e t o the educated Europe 
of the 19th. " e n t u r y whether C a t h o l i c or P r o t e s t a n t . The 
eastern Churches s t i l l c l u n g t o t h e i r o l d s i t e s , some of 
them based on we i r d t r a d i t i o n s , but they d i d not app r e c i a b l y • 
increase t h e i r h o l d i n g s . Only the western C h r i s t i a n s nnd the 
Jews r e a l l y shared, i n the expansion of h o l y s i t e s i n the l a s t 
c e n t u r y - the n a t i v e Moslems and C h r i s t i a n s d i d not seem to. 
r e q u i r e more s i t e s than-those they h e l d . 

' By the time the 1860s are reached some more h o l y s i t e s . 
71 

are thus coming i n t o prominance. I n Murray's Guide f o r 
in s t a n c e , more synagogues are added t o the Ilurya and other 
•older e d i f i c e s and the Tomb of Zacharias becomes popular f o r 
Jewish devotions. The Tombs of the Kings appears t o be h e l d 
f i r m l y - b y the Derwishes, although non-Moslem groups are 
allowed t o v i s i t them. Otherwise there are no more Moslem s i t e s 
The western C h r i s t i a n s are by ' the l860s beginning t o acquire 
s i t e s along the Via Dolorosa and they a l s o acquired St..Anne^s 
( g i v e n t o the French i n 1.84.2) a b u i l d i n g c a l l e d 'Aceldama' 
access t o the Ascension Place, and a number of small convents 
and 'congregational' Churches. Thus there i s a greater-
increase i n the western C h r i s t i a n s i t e s than i n any other, 
and only the Jews show any other increase i n holdings or 
i n t e r e s t . The Baedecker Guides provide u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n on 
the growth i n Churches and synagogues i n the l a s t century since 
they appeared a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s . I n 1912, according t o 
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Baedecker, the Jews had as many as 100 houses of prayer i n the 
c i t y apart from the Larger synagogues and t o Murray's l i s t 
of Churches must he added the S i s t e r s of Zion, the Paternoster 
Church, St. V e r o n i c a ' s ( r e s t o r e d ) and St. Stephens, a l l t o .the 
Roman C a t h o l i c Church; St. Mary Magdalene t o the. Russian 
Orthodox Church; C h r i s t Church and St. George's t o the.Church 
of England; and the Church of the Redeemer ( E r l o s e r k i r c h e ) t o 
the Lutherans. I n the case of some of these l a t t e r s i t e s , 
many of which were o r i g i n a l l y of only 'congregational' use, 
they have acquired a s a n c t i t y due to the passage of time and 

72 
have a usage s i m i l a r t o h o l y s i t e s . 

I n sum, then, i t can be seen t h a t the number* of h o l y 
s i t e s and i n p a r t i c u l a r the number of e d i f i c e s over them, has 
f l u c t u a t e d considera/bly f o r each of the major r e l i g i o n s , and 
e s p e c i a l l y f o r the western C h r i s t i a n s . I n general, the 
Moslems and t o some extent the Jews, have acquired p r o p e r t y 
gra.du.ally, s l o w l y , but i n c r e a s i n g l y , since the Arab conquest 
u n t i l the Mandate p e r i o d ; the ' n a t i v e ' C h r i s t i a n s have 
g e n e r a l l y k&±&. g r a d u a l l y l o s t over the c e n t u r i e s many of the 
innumerable s i t e s they h e l d i n the 7 t h . ^ e n t u r y (the de.eline 
of the Georgians i s the most notable example, see p.274); 
the Unia,tes on the other hand, acquired a number of s i t e s i n 
the- l a s t century under Roman Ca t h o l i c auspices. The L a t i n s 
ha,ve suffered, from the long distance i n v o l v e d i n a journey 
from western Europe t o the Holy Land and f r o m Ischisms w i t h i n ' 

http://gra.du.ally
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and the number of Churches i n i t s care has f l u c t u a t e d g r e a t l y . 
Hence while Jerusalem presents a very mixed a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
scene today, the b u l k of the n o n - o r i e n t a l a r c h i t e c t u r e i s recent 
or Crusader i n date. 

The f l u c t u a t i o n s ^QIE have been i n f l u e n c e d i n the 
f o l l o w i n g ways: 

NUMBERS OP PILGRIMS 
WEALTH OP PILGRIMS 
POLITICAL FACTORS 
ECONOMIC FACTORS 

NUMBER OP HOLY SITES 

Numbers have i n f l u e n c e d g r o w t h - o f - b u i l d i n g i n t h a t they 
have r e f l e c t e d general i n t e r e s t i n the c i t y i n f o r e i g n areas. 
When Jerusalem was the s u b s t i t u t e f o r Mecca, the numbers of' 
Moslem p i l g r i m s - and" of Moslem h o l y s i t e s - both increased.. 
With the large numbers of P r o t e s t a n t s v i s i t i n g the c i t y since 
1800 there has been a l a r g e increase i n P r o t e s t a n t s i t e s , f o r 
indeed there were none i n Robinson's day and now there are f o u r 
Churches and the Garden Tomb. Wealth has also played a p a r t 
f o r w h i l e the Greek Orthodox , Syrian and Coptic Churches have • 
sent many p i l g r i m s t o Jerusalem over the years., they have 
never been wealthy enough t o c o n s t r u c t the f i n e e d i f i c e s , which 
the Roman C a t h o l i c and P r o t e s t a n t Churches have done. Even the 
Armenians have s t r u g g l e d a t times t o h o l d on t o t h e i r land. 



124 

Po l i t i c a l x x s i f i i K H K i n f l u e n c e s have als o played a large p a r t t o o . 
Much of the maintenance of L a t i n s i t e s a f t e r the Moslem 
i n v a s i o n u n t i l the Crusader p e r i o d was the work of Charlemagne; 
and the entrenchment of the L a t i n s i n the c i t y i n the Middle ' 
Ages the r e s u l t o f the gains d u r i n g the. 12th. Century; w h i l e 
much of t h e i r success i n the 19th. Century was the r e s u l t 
of agreements between the French government and the :°orte, 
e.g. the a c q u i s i t i o n of St. Anne's. I t must hot be f o r g o t t e n 
t h a t the Crimean War- was - supposedly - fought over the r i g h t s 
i n the h o l y places of Jerusalem. T h e o l o g i c a l factors.have 
also played a s t r o n g background p a r t , n o t a b l y the i n f l u e n c e 
of the Z i o n i s t movement on Jewish se t t l e m e n t i n the c i t y and 
the p o l i t i c a l s e c u r i t y of the post-1917 p e r i o d had g r e a t l y 
aided the expansion of s i t e s outside the w a l l s . 

i i ) A c t i v i t i e s i n Holy S i t e s . 

With regard t o the a c t u a l a c t i v i t i e s i n the h o l y s i t e s , 
i t i s not the geographer's task t o be concerned w i t h the 
l i t u r g i e s but since a c t i v i t i e s determine importance, usage, 
congestion, e t c . some items are worth n o t i n g . There are 
two- types of a c t i v i t y : a) One-place devotion 

b) C i r c u i t s , processions, e t c . 
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a) One-place Devotion. 
I n t h i s category can be placed the o r d i n a r y worship i n 

one b u i l d i n g or at one s p e c i f i c place. I t can be personal, 
p r i v a t e devotion or 'congregational' worship at set days and 
hours. I n t h i s l a t t e r category are the r e g u l a r round of 
prayers which go onE i n the t r a d i t i o n a l ' C h r i s t i a n Churches 
and which i n the Roman C a t h o l i c Church takes the form of 
i)Mass i i ) M a t t i n s i i i ) Prime iv)Evensong v) Compline. 
Moslems are l i k e w i s e o b l i g e d (although few now p r a c t i c e ) t o 
pray i n the d i r e c t i o n of Mecca, f i v e times d a i l y . Each f a i t h 
has i t s h o l y day, which by chance happen t o run t o g e t h e r , i . e . 
Friday(Moslems), Saturday(Jews) and S u n d a y ( C h r i s t i a n s ) . This 
has advantages i n t h a t the markets are never completely 
closed, although Friday i s a very q u i e t day f o r t r a d i n g i n the 
c i t y . At the close of. RamadantMoslems from a l l p a r t s of 
P a l e s t i n e congregate i n the c i t y f o r corporate and i n d i v i d u a l 
worship and f e s t i v i t i e s . The c i t y .can then be very crowded, 
e s p e c i a l l y i f the end o f Ramadan-coincides w i t h some C h r i s t i a n 
f e a s t day. A ceremony worth m e n t i o n i n g " i s . t h e Greek Holy F i r e 

7^ 
ceremony i n the Holy Sepulchre a t Easter. • One place 
d e v o t i o n can o f t e n cause'congestion by encouraging large 
crowds t o gather a t one place and the l a t t e r ceremony i s a 
good example of where t h i s has happened. Otherwise i t s 
g eographical s i g n i f i c a n c e i s not l a r g e * 
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b) C i r c u i t s and. Processions. 
The h o l d i n g of processions i n the c i t y i s of considerable 

importance since i t demarcates c e r t a i n r o utes as of prime 
r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e and causes congestion and many planning 
problems. The idea of a s p e c i a l ' c i r c u i t ' or way round the 
h o l y s i t e s has been £HHKH3 found i n I n d i a ^ and i n Jerusalem 
was common i n the Middle Ages as the ' c i r c u i t of Jerusalem', 
and p r a c t i s e d by the L a t i n s i t provided a popular t r a d i t i o n a l 

75 
way round the s i t e s . I t i s mentioned by Gucci. More 
d e t a i l s on these routes w i l l be given, i n Chapter 12, since 
they, have more morphological than f u n c t i o n a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , 
e s p e c i a l l y the S t a t i o n s of the c ross. I t i s worth n o t i n g at 
t h i s stage t h a t only the C h r i s t i a n s are i n v o l v e d i n these 
processions and n e i t h e r Jews nor Moslems seem to have them i n 
Jerusalem. One f e a t u r e of a c t i v i t y at the feoly s i t e s f o r 
L a t i n C h r i s t i a n s i s the g r a n t i n g of indulgences (see p. 66). 
The a v a i l a b i l i t y of indulgences gave the s i t e s great importance 
f o r the western p i l g r i m and data we have on them has enabled 
the map i n F i g . 7 t o be drawn t o show the r e l a t i v e importance 
of the h o l y s i t e s i n the 14th. Century based on the indulgences 
.given. Thus the great importance of Mount Sion, even more 
important than the Holy Sepulchre, can be seen and the 
impact on the geography of Jerusalem of t h i s must have been 
to concentrate much p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y oh the Mount Sion area. 
This w i l l be d e a l t w i t h f u r t h e r i n Chapter 12. 
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i i i ) Economics of Holy S i t e s 
I t . i s f i n a l l y necessary t o b r i e f l y sketch the economic 

value of the h o l y s i t e s t o the c i t y . The money which the 
medieval p i l g r i m paid t o the s i t e keeper or the donation 
given ( i f the s i t e happened t o be f r e e ) seems to have been 
spent i n p a r t on upkeep as eart.hau.ake and other damage caused 
the need f o r constant r e p a i r work, f a b r i c , candles, e t c . f o r 
d e v o t i o n a l purposes, and i n - p a r t went i n t o the personal 
pocket of the proprietor. This l a t t e r d e s t i n a t i o n was i ^ . a l l 
p r o b a b i l i t y the most usual channel i n t o which the money 
went, and possession of a h o l y s i t e i n the medieval or 
Ottoman p e r i o d seems t o have been a l u c r a t i v e piece of r e a l -
e s t a t e . Moslem owtners of C h r i s t i a n and Jewish shrines seem 
t o have g e n e r a l l y fared : w e l l and even the Holy Sepulchre was 

to 
under Moslem guardianship fas: which sums of money had t o 
be p a i d 1»; f o r e n t r y (see p.99). The money f l o w can probably 
be represented diagrammatically as f o l l o w s : - • 

PILGRIM MONEY 
« 

• « • 

OWNER CANDLES, .ALMS 
VESTMENTS, e t c . t o communitie 

• • • 
UPKEEP PERSONAL I 

RETAILING . * UPKEEP 
. & . 

MANUFACTURING 

I t i s d o u b t f u l i f amounts were ever l a r g e j but i t was an 
impor t a n t source Of fi n a n c e and a p r o f i t a b l e urban ' f u n c t i o n ' 

http://eart.hau.ake
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2) Accommodation 
Having d e a l t a t length, w i t h the h o l y s i t e s e c t i o n of the 

p i l g r i m t rade i t i s now necessary t o discuss the other aspects 
The accommodation sector stands out as of considerable 
geographica.1 importance i n view of the landscape impact of the 
numerable hospices, khans, and h o t e l s , not t o mention the 
a t t r a c t i o n o f r e t a i l i n g and the importance of the hospices i n 
p r o v i d i n g a l a r g e steady custom f o r the suq. 
i ) Growth ^ 

Apart from v i s i t i n g the s i t e s , the p i l g r i m ' s most v i t a l 
need on a r r i v a l a t the ho^y c i t y has alwp-ys been s h e l t e r and 
food. Jer.usa.lem of the B i b l i c a l p e r i o d must have had i t s 
l o d g i n g houses t o accommodate the vast_ numbers -which f l o c k e d 
t o the c i t y , and indeed the 'upper room 1(Luke 22.11,12) may 
w e l l have been one of these. With the r e t u r n of the p i l g r i m 
t r a d e i n f o r c e i n the Byzantine era, hospices were b u i l t f o r 
p i l g r i m s and we know of one large one b u i l t by J u s t i n i a n 
probably near the s i t e of the present Al-Aqsa mosque, which 
h e l d 3,000 b e d s ^ and took i n p i l g r i m s f o r accommodation and 

77 
s i c k people f o r h e a l i n g . A f t e r the Moslem conquest w i t h 
the g r e a t e r v a r i e t y and independence of the n a t i o n s and 
Churches v i s i t i n g Jerusalem there was a tendency f o r each 
community t o b u i l d i t s own hospice. Thus Charlemagne founded 
h i s famous hospice f o r the Christians/of the western Church. 
Bernard the Wise says^that he stayed i n "the. hospice of the . 
g l o r i o u s Empei'or Charles where are r e c e i v e d a l l who speak the 

http://Jer.usa.lem
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7 H 
L a t i n -tongue". There were apparently s e v e r a l of these 
hospices by the 10t.h. ^ e n t u r y sccording t o Mukaddasi, c a t e r i n g 

30 
f o r the L a t i n p i l g r i m s and there w.,s a large Xenodochium 

81 
t o John of Wurtzburg.. Benjamin of Tudola mentions two' 

and a hospice near the Church of St. John t.he B a p t i s t according 
81 

n8s$i-ces i n the 1166s and Theodorich also mentions two 
hospices i n existence 10 years l a t e r . The author of the 
' C i t e z ' also mentions two hospices although i t i s probable 
t h a t these authors r e f e r o n l y t o the L a t i n hospices and not 
the eastern ones. A f t e r the r e t u r n of the Moslems t h e r e were 
s t i l l two l a r g e hospices f o r western p i l g r i m s , one on Mount 

85 
Sion and the other i n the Muristan area and also some 
Moslem hrospices and khans such as the one on the s i t e of the 
present S y r i a n Church and'convent of S t . Mark. From Arab 
sources we know of large caravanserais i n the c i t y , mainly used. 
by t r a d e r s and some large khans, i n c l u d i n g one famous one c a l l e d 
al-Walaka. The hospice i n the Muristan seems tx> be the one 

86 
r e f e r r e d t o by F r e s c o b a l d i i n the 14th. ^ e n t u r y and i n the 
l a t e 15th. Century, F e l i x F a b r i notes t h a t i t h e l d 400 p i l g r i m s 
mainly of the Greek Church. The L a t i n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
c l e r i c s seem to have lodged on Mount Sion at a place c a l l e d 

Pn 

• M i l l o ' . However, i t appears from what Francesco Suriano says 
t h a t there were considerable problems f o r the p i l g r i m s a t 
Easter when the hospices became f u l l f o r they could hot a l l 

on 

accommodate the peak demand. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t the 
number of hospices does .not seem t o have v a r i e d t o the same 
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e x t e n t as the h o l y s i t e s , perhaps Largely because they were 
also convents or attached t o a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b u i l d i n g s , e.g. the 
p a t r i a r c h a t e s . F l u c t u a t i o n s i n p i l g r i m numbers only q f f e e t e d 
the numbers acconunodated, not the number of hospices. 

This s i t u a t i o n seems t o have remained i n the Ottoman 
p e r i o d , w i t h each r e l i g i o u s community having i t s own hospice, 
except f o r the Moslems who had. several khans and. Caravanserais 
but even these seem t o have been d i v i d e d between n a t i o n a l 
groups, w i t h f o r example, and I n d i a n hospice, a Llaghrebi hospice, 
e t c . The most notable hospice i n Jerusalem i n the Ottoman 
p e r i o d appears t o have been the L a t i n one described, by 
War bur to n as "the w e a l t h i e s t and most i n f l u e n c i a l of a l l . those 

89 
s i t u a t e d i n P a l e s t i n e " and i t apparently had. such a 
r e p u t a t i o n t h a t the P r o t e s t a n t George I I I of England, donated 

90 
£2,000 to i t . The other large hospice was t h a t of the 
Armenians which i n the 18th. Oentury h e l d 1,000 p i l g r i m s when a t 

91 
maximum c a p a c i t y and. t h e r e was also avvery large Greek 
hospice, v a r i o u s smaller ones, and khans i n c l u d i n g the large 
al-Walaka. 

The r e a l increase i n the accommodation sector of £he p i l g r i m 
t r a d e was i n the 19th. Century when the f i r s t h o t e l s were b u i l t 
i n the c i t y . By the time of B a r t l e t t ' s second v i s i t i n 1854, 

to 92 
ther e were two h o t e l s i n a d d i t i o n «^ the o l d hospices. These 
took some of the trade from western Europe p r e v i o u s l y taken 
by the L a t i n convent which according t o B a r t l e t t had " u n t i l 
w i t h i n a few years....(been)... the h o t e l of almost a l l 



131 

t r a v e l l e r s coming t o the Holy C i t y " B y the end of the 
19th. Century the c i t y could boast i n a d d i t i o n t o the older 
t r a d i t i o n a l hospices, the newer Prussian Hospice, a German 
C a t h o l i c Hospice, the A u s t r i a n Hospice, the V i r c t o r i a 
Augusta Hospice, the new Coptic khan n o r t h of the Hammam a l -

QA 

Batrak pool J '• the Russian Hospice and the Anglican C h r i s t 
Church as w e l l as s i x h o t e l s . - 7 

The growth of accommodation b u i l d i n g s has thus been l e s s 
erat-ic than t h a t of holy s i t e s and Churches but has also shown 
the marked increase which came in\fche 1 9 t h . Century w i t h the 
modern r e v i v a l of t r a v e l l e r s 1 i n t e r e s t i n the c i t y . By the • 
19th. Century i n f a c t , the c i t y seemed f u l l of khans, hospices, 
e t c . as w e l l as monastic communities many of which o f f e r e d 
accommodation of a more sombre type. Thus B a r t l e t t w r i t e s : 

Were we t o judge of the moral c o n d i t i o n of Jerusalem 
from the number of i t s convents and h o s p i t a l s , we might, 
esteem i t t o be the most pious and c h a r i t a b l e c i t y i n the 
world I n l o o k i n g at the map i t i s . s u r p r i s i n g 
how large a .space i s covered by these monastic b u i l d i n g s . 

i i ) Nature o f Accommodation 
s 

The accommodation has g e n e r a l l y been seen t o be character aged 
u n t i l modern times by a d i v i s i o n i n t o e t h n i c / r e l i g i o u s groups, 
and t h i s even p e r s i s t s at the pr e s e n t . t i m e . Thus i n the survey 
of 1968, the f o l l o w i n g r e t u r n s from hospices were among those 
obtained: 
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GUESTS 

66$ Commonwealth. Mainly 
P r o t e s t a n t although n ot 
overwhelmingly Anglican. 
Roman C a t h o l i c mainly 
European & Commonwealth 
Jews and Armenians mainly 
Mainly R.C. but also I s r a e l i s 
80% Scandinavian 
Mainly American 
Mainly Amer i c an. 

Thds there i s s t i l l a tendency f o r n a t i o n a l / r e l i g i o u s 
groups t o have their- s p e c i a l hospice and the h o t e l s are n e a r l y 
a l l predominantly American i n t h e i r customers. I n former times, 
t h e r e was also an a l t e r n a t i v e arrangement when the hospices 
were f u l l , as» r e l a t e d i n Murray's Guide of 1868 : - . 

" I t sometimes happens a t Easter which i s the Jerusalem • . 
season,- t h a t a l l these house's are f u l l , or, a t l e a s t , t h a t 
t h e best apartments i n them- are: occupied. Those who have ' 
t e n t s and equipage need not consider t h i s any g r e a t . m i s f o r -
tune as they may: encamp' outside the w a l l s , and perhaps !: 
enjoy as much comfort as i n the crowded c i t y . The side' . 
of the v a l l e y i n f r o n t of the c i t a d e l i s the usual 
camping, ground. A change may be made for- a day or two t o 
the summit'of O l i v e t 97 
Apart from those p r e f e r i n g the open a i r as above, p i l g r i m s 

have' had- the choice of thr e e types of accommodation:« 
i ) R e l i g i o u s hospicej convent, or khan. These have been 

g e n e r a l l y attached t o a convent or Church and run by a 
r e l i g i o u s group and grew out of the duty of the r e s i d e n t 
r e l i g i o u s t o c a t e r f o r t h e i r compatriots who v i s i t e d the 

A 

HOSPICE 
St. George's H o s t e l . 

Casa Nova 

Armenian C a t h o l i c 
S i s t e r s of Zion 
Y.M.C.A. 
I n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l H o t e l 
American Colony 
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c i t y . Both n a t i o n a l i t y and r e l i g i o n has entered i n t o t h i s and 
the d i v i s i o n s are not u s u a l l y hard and f a s t : thus i n Ottoman 
times up t o about 1850, a l l P r o t e s t a n t s l i v e d i n the Franciscan 
hospice and were r e g i s t e r d - o f t e n under p r o t e s t - as L a t i n s . 

i i ) Secular ±kHHK khans and caravanserais. These are the 
t r a d i t i o n a l Arab forms of accommodation. The khan d i f f e r s 
l i t t l e from the hospice and there was also a|bendency f o r some 
d i v i s i o n of them on l i n g u i s t i c or et h n i c l i n e s . The caravanserais 
( t h e r e was an o l d one near the north-west corner of the Haram) 
were not only guest houses but also warehouses and- tended t o 
c a t e r f o r the 'commercial t r a v e l l e r ' and merchant. 

i i i ) H o t e l s of modern type were i n t r o d u c e d i n t o the c i t y 
i n the middle of the l a s t century. They tend t o accommodate 
P r o t e s t a n t s of European r a c i a l type and some Arabs: i n 
p r a c t i c e most.of t h e i r customers are American or Europeans on 
'package' t o u r s . . 

i i i ) Economics of Accommodation Sector. 
I n terms of money f l o w , the hospice/hotel/khan d i r e c t e d 

f i n a n c e from the p i l g r i m l a r g e l y i n t o the suq, although i t • m u s t 
be remembered t h a t i n the Middle Ages i t was customary f o r the 
p i l g r i m t o f i n d h i s own food and hence the hospice only provided 
- and was pp. i d f o r - jaa bed, s e c u r i t y , and perhaps s p i r i t u a l 
guidance. I n l a t e r Qttoman times, the hospices and h o t e l s 
began t o c a t e r f o r the p i l g r i m more and the v i s i t o r was f e d ; i n 
r e t u r n of course f o r higher charges. 
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3) Souvenirs 
The t h i r d sector t o be d e a l t w i t h i s the manufacture of 

n 
souvenirs which dates back a t l e a s t as f a r as Antoninus Martyr. 
Even i n an o r d i n a r y r e g i o n w i t h a s t r o n g t o u r i s t i n t e r e s t , the 
sale of l o c a l products i s an important income ear&er. WayIon 
Jbsas thus p o i n t e d out i n the case of Spainm the la r g e amounts 

98 
earned by the sale of l e a t h e r goods to. t o u r i s t s . I n the 
Holy Land r e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t has added i n c e n t i v e t o t h i s s o r t 
of t rade f o r l o c a l products gain a s a n c t i t y not accorded t o 
those manufactured or bought elsewhere. One of the e a r l i e s t 
forms of souvenir was the t a k i n g of pieses of l o c a l s o i l or 

go 
e x t r a c t i n g pieces of the Golden Gate. The i n d u s t r y r e a l l y , 
was very spasmodic, however, i n the e a r l y days i f we can judge 
by the accounts l e f t by Antoninus M a r t y r ^ ^ and A r c u l f u s ^ ^ 
when i t merely c o n s i s t e d i n t h i s • l i f t i n g * of s o i l and H E stones 
During the Middle Ages i t developed mainly along the l i n e s of. 
c h i p p i n g o f f pieces of stone or rock. For instance F r e s c o b a l d i 
r e p o r t s t h a t he purchased a fragment of the Golden Gate f o r 2 
ducats (-jy of the cost of e n t r y t o the Holy Sepulchre) and 

102 
c o l l e c t e d samples o f f the Stone of St. Stephen. -t'elix 
F a b r i l i k e w i s e found the Golden Gate a u s e f u l source of mementoe 
and the cost t o him was i n go l d c o i n . 

The most important changes i n the souvenir i n d u s t r y came 
i n the 16th. u e n t u r y w i t h the plans of the l o c a l ' e d i f i c e s ' 
drawn up by Bernardino Amico. He used h i s plans t o encourage 
the maunfacture by l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s ( e s p e c i a l l y i n Bethlehem) 
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of models^in inother-of-pear 1, stone or wood y of C.hurches;and 
other o b j e c t s were made i n o l i v e wood and mot h e r - o f - p e a r l . By 
1596, the i n d u s t r y was f l o u r i s h i n g despite comments by some 
customers of rough* work. 1 - 0 ̂  Von Kootwyck commented t h a t 
the " C h r i s t i a n s of Bethlehem are of the Greek r i t e . . . . t h e y 
make crosses of o l i v e wood and by means of t h i s and t h e i r 
models of the Holy Sepulchre they buy t h e i r food, d i v i d i n g 

105 
among them the p r o f i t s " Much of t h i s work was exported 
t o Europe by the Franciscans as w e l l as being purchased by 

"I r\C 

the d e c l i n i n g numbersof p i l g r i m s . Although Bethlehem was 
and s t i l l i s , prominant i n the manufacture of these a r t i c l e s , 
Jerusalem had i t s share i n the i n d u s t r y and of cowrse was 
resp o n s i b l e f o r md>st of the s e l l i n g . Thus Browne i n the l a t e 
18th. Century commented t h a t "there i s one manufacture t h a t 
f l o u r i s h e s w i t h the utmost v i g o u r , namely t h a t of r e l i q u e s , 
c r u c i f i x e s i n l a i d w i t h m o t h e r - o f - p e a r l , c h a p l e t s , and the liSii 
I t i s the western p i l g r i m s , a t t r a c t e d not only by r e l i g i o u s 
motives but by c u r i o u s i t y of the e x o t i c , t h a t seem t o have 
bought most of these souvenirs,, and t h e r e never seems t o have 
been a large sale t o Moslems or Jews. Even the L a t i n convent 
was r e p o r t e d by Lamarjiine t o be s e l l i n g crosses and other 

10 8 
items i n the e a r l y 19th. Century a n a c t i v i t y i t s t i l l 
engages i n . B a r t l e t t n o t i c e d a market i n f r o n t of the Holy 
Sepulchre which s o l d beads from Mecca and crosses of bitumen 

109 
from the Dead Sea, and he r e p o r t s t h a t the h o l y places 
and convents were p r i n c i p a l l y maintained by the sale of such t h i n g s , "'"'''̂  which i s q u i t e l i k e l y . B a r t l e t t also remarked on 
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the l a r g e number of l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s engaged i n t h i s t r a d e . 
There also seems t o have been some i n t e r r e g i o n a l t r a d e i n such 
t h i n g s t o judge from some remarks of B a r t l e t t and the note by 
Robinson t h a t an annual f a i r was h e l d i n the c i t y a t Easter.'- He 
also remarked t h a t perfumed soap - another l o c a l product'-: was 

112 , 
s o l d t o p i l g r i m s . 

I t can be r e a d i l y appreciated t h a t the souvenir trade has 
over the c e n t u r i e s brought out the most r e s o u r c e f u l aspects 
of the character of the Jerusalemite, .using h i s l o e a l resources 
t o the f u l l and i f necessary supplementing them w i t h raw materi­
a l s from elsewhere. The c r e d i b i l i t y of the p i l g r i m s .has also 
played a large p a r t i n t h i s . Thus the incomparable Besant and 
Palmer sum i t up thus? w i t h reference t o the Byzantine era:-

....the cou n t r y was a great storehouse of r e l i c s . To 
manufacture them, or r a t t i e r t o f i n d them, was a labour 
of love and of p r o f i t f o r the people. I t was not d i f f i c u l t . , 
because bones of s a i n t s were known always t o emit a sweet 
and s p i c e - l i k e odour. They were thus r e a d i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

Nor. was i t always a matter t o d i s t u r b the f a i t h of 
the holder i f another man possessed the s£.me r e l i c of the 
same s a i n t . &EHS;±±KU2 Meantime the wood of the Cross was 
discovered t o have a marvellous p r o p e r t y - i t m u l t i p l i e d 
i t s e l f . I f you cut a piece o f f t o s e l l t o a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
p i l g r i m , or t o send t o a powerful p r i n c e f o r a c o n s i d e r a t ­
i o n , t h i s i n v a l u a b l e r e l i c , by a c e r t a i n i n h e r e n t v i s v i v a 
r e p a i r e d i t s e l f and became whole again 113 

The great i n t e r e s t ' i n r e l i c s i n the 10th. and 11th, c e n t u r i e s 
of course encouraged t h i s i n d u s t r y enormously.''"''"^ However, 
when the c r e d u l i t y of the e a r l i e r p i l g r i m s gave way t o the 
s c e p t i c i s m of the post-Renaissance p i l g r i m s and even more 
when P r o t e s t a n t s s t a r t e d coming i n numbers, the souvenir 
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t r a d e took on g r a d u a l l y i t s mor? modern form w i t h the manufacture 
and sale of o b j e c t s of commemorative nature i n 'genuine* l o c a l 
m a t e r i a l . I n c i d e n t a l l y , since the end o f the Mandate p e r i o d 
the l a r g e s t sales seem t o have come from colour transparencies 
and f i l m , emphasising the t r e n d t o items b r i n g i n g back memories 
r a t h e r than o b j e c t s of d e v o t i o n . 

The souvenir trade presents a much more d i r e c t money f l o w 
than the previous two sectors of p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y . I t can be 
represented t h u s : 

P i l g r i m 

R e t a i l e r 
• • 
I I General 
I Economy 

Manufacturer '. 
Raw M a t e r i a l 

What the p i l g r i m has p a i d f o r h i s mother-of-pearl model goes 
in t o , the r e t a i l e r ' s pocket f i r s t ; he i n turn-pays the manufactu-
r e r . ; and he pays f o r h i s own and f a m i l y ' s labour and also • 
the s u p p l i e r of Aqaba mother-of-pearl. The importance of the 

..souvenir trade can be. seen by the. large number of shops which 
deal i n these commodities and. by the l a r g e number of f a f a i l i e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n Bethlehem which engage i n manufacture. 

I t i s worth repealing,. f i n a l l y , t h a t the g r e a t e s t 
number of customers a.nd l a r g e s t i n f l u e n c e on t h i s t rade hatfg 

No wholesaler i s mentioned, because i n v e s t i g a t i o n s showed 
' t h a t since the i n d u s t r y i s l a r g e l y f a m i l y based, t r a n s a c t i o n s 
were undertaken d i r e c t v i a personal channels. 
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been i n the C h r i p U t m s of w e s t e r n Europe, e s p e c i a l l y t h e 

Ron\an CJatholi cs» Ea s t e r n C h r i s t i a n s buy a few s o u v e n i r s but 

n o t many, 3orae momentees are bought by Jews but t h e r e ar? n o t 

i?.?.».v shops c a t e r i n g °-pecificaiiy f o r t h e n even. in. w e s t e r n 

Jerus? 1leivi, wb.il? t h e r e seem t o be no s o u v e n i r shops 'reeved 

t o t b ? Moslem, p i l g r f a n . 

4) Guici.es 

The f i n a l i t e m i n the t r a d e s e s p e c i a l l y connected ' v i t h 

t h e p i l g r i m i n d u s t r y i s t h e a n c i e n t craf£ of the guie'e, The 

Abbot Daniel, i n 11.06-7 t e l l s us t h a t " i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o v i s i t 

and e x p l o r e a l l t h e '-acred olaces w i t h o u t a good gu i d e ?ad an 

i n t e r p r e t e r " and i t i s c e r t a i n l y t r u e t h a t u n t i l , the 

19 t h . °entury when, e x c e l l e n t w r i t t e n guide books were 

p u b l i s h e d , t h e p i l g r i m s were somewhat l o s t w i t h o u t a g u i d e . 

In. t h e post-Crusader e r a , t h e Jews o f t e n acted as guides 

f o r t h e C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s and he l d a g r e a t i n f l u e n c e over 

them u n t i l t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e "Franciscans, who u n d e r t o o k the 

care of the w e s t e r n pilgrims.*"*** 3 F e l i x F a b r i , however, 

a d v i s e s the p i l g r i m t o t a k e a n a t i v e guide f o r s a f e t y 

a l t h o u g h i t seems t h a t g e n e r a l l y i n the l a t e Mainlult and e a r l y 

Ottoman p e r i o d s , t h e F r a n c i s c a n s were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
i 1 8 

accompanying the p i l g r i m on h i s t o u r o f the s i t e s . ~J" ' They 

c o n t i n u e d t o p e r f o r m t h i s d u t y f o r Lamartine a t the time of 

h i s v i ^ - i t , and - s i g n i f i c a n t l y - f o r no payment. in--

o t h e r words, f o r t h e western, p i l g r i m , t h e r e was no f i n a n c i a l 

i n p u t i n t o t h i s s e c t o r of t h e p i l g r i m i n d u s t r y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

http://wb.il
http://ici.es
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n a t i v e guides abounded as they s t i l l do, f o r there were 
Greek, Coptic and Armenian p i l g r i m s t o c a t e r f o r as w e l l as 
Moslems ( e s p e c i a l l y wealthy Turks) 'doing' the c i t y en route 
f o r Mecca. Even todajr i t can t r u l y be s a i d t h a t the number of 
guides i s immeasurable, f o r w h i l e both Jordan and I s r a e l have 
had o f f i c i a l guides, there have always been very many 
u n o f f i c i a l ones. F i n a n c i a l l y i t has only taken a small p a r t 
of the p i l g r i m s ' expenditure and wh i l e i t has given employment 
t o ajfew hundred, has not had the geographical impact of other 
sectors of the t o u r i s t / p i l g r i m t r a d e . 

Summary 
This chapter has been lengthy because i t i s a complex 

and most important s u b j e c t . The p i l g r i m i n d u s t r y i s 
fundamental t o the economy of Jerusalem and i s i t s prime 
' f u n c t i o n ' , as w i l l be f u r t h e r demonstrated i n Chapter 16. 
The many sides of i t have .not a l l been d e a l t w i t h here for i t 
has had repercussions i n t o other s e c t i o n s of the economy -
c a t e r i n g , c o n s t r u c t i o n , general r e t a i l i n g , e t c . as i l l u s t r a t e d 
i n the f l o w diagram on pages 73 & 92. These w i l l be d e a l t 
w i t h i n the f o l l o w i n g chapters of t h i s s e c t i o n . Other 
items not mentioned include of course the many c h a r i t a b l e 
g i f t s t o the communities as w e l l as government support, 
which have enabled r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s t o be c o n s t r u c t e d . Thus, 
f o r exapple, P h i l i p of Burgundy gave 14,000 ducats t o r e b u i l d 
the Coenaculum - t h i s t a s k must have employed l a r g e numbers of 
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l o c a l men ; the Jews i n Jerusalem a t the beginning of the 
l a s t Century r e c e i v e d # 4-5,000 (Spanish) each year from 

121 
the Jews of G i b r a l t a r . 

I n sum,then i t can be seen t h a t the p i l g r i m t r a d e ha.s 
brought t o Jerusalem vast sums of money and provided an 
impetus ±k t o urban development which i t s other f u n c t i o n s 
could never have done..Its i n f l u e n c e has been, however, as 
has been seen,, v a r i e d over the c e n t u r i e s , reaching peaks of 
a c t i v i t y (and the c i t y peaks, of p r o s p e r i t y ) i n some c e n t u r i e s , 
and slumping i n others: t h i s has been r e f l e c t e d i n the large 
numbers of Churches, hospices, e t c , i n times of p r o s p e r i t y -
and d e c l i n e i n r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s i n times of slump. I t i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t a t no p e r i o d i n Jerusalem's h i s t o r y has i t 
been prosperous when the p i l g r i m trade has been depressed; 
and a t no time has t h i s t r a d e been a c t i v e and the. c i t y been 
i n . a slump. - F i n a l l y , i t has also been seen t h a t the p a t t e r n 
of p i l g r i m , a c t i v i t y has been d i f f e r e n t from one p e r i o d of time 
t o another and also between r e l i g i o u s communities. The .greatest 
economic impact throughout the c e n t u r i e s since at l e a s t the 
time of Charlemagne, can be seen t o be the western p i l g r i m , 
whether Roman C a t h o l i c or - more l a t t e r l y - P r o t e s t a n t . The 
numbers and wealth of these groups have f o s t e r e d most of the 
h o l y s i t e s and h o t e l s and been the most important sources of 
income f o r the souvenir r e t a i l e r s and. guides. 
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CHAPTER li 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY IN JERUSALEM 

I n Chapter 3 were discussed some of the main f a c t o r s 
which have helped or hindered economic development i n the c i t y 
of Jerusalem and i n general i t was seen t h a t w h i l e c e r t a i n 
f e a t u r e s of the c i t y ' s s i t u a t i o n rendered i t good as a 
l o c a t i o n f o r a market, i t was not i n an i d e a l p o s i t i o n e i t h e r 
f o r l a r g e - s c a l e trade or f o r i n d u s t r y . Indeed i t s general lack 
of resources has rendered the c i t y s i n g u l a r l y l a c k i n g i n x 
i n d u s t r i e s of any size except f o r those t i e d t o the p i l g r i m 
t r a d e . I t must not be assumed, however, t h a t Jerusalem has 
been e n t i r e l y l a c k i n g i n commerce f o r over the c e n t u r i e s i t s 
ba.zaars and shops have been a c t i v e s e r v i n g a l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n . 
The t a b l e on the f o l l o w i n g page i s u s e f u l here, f o r w h i l e i t 
r e f e r s t o the s i t u a t i o n i n 1961, i t shows something of the 
v a r i e t y of tra d e s a c t i v e i n Jerusalem. For in s t a n c e , there i s • 
a large p r o f e s s i o n a l and t e c h n i c a l s e c t o r , almost as la.rge as 
t h a t of Amman, suggesting a s t r o n g f u n c t i o n as a West Bank, 
• c a p i t a l ' a f t e r 1948; the la r g e number of farmers i n the 
d i s t r i c t (21,000) i s a l s o . s i g n i f i c a n t and would suggest t h a t 
Jerusalem had st r o n g p o t e n t i a l as a p r o v i n c i a l market- town. 
The i n f l u e n c e of the p i l g r i m s can s t i l l be seen, however, i n 
the large s i z e of the 'craftsmen 1 sector (compare. Nablus) and 
e s p e c i a l l y of the J e w e l l e r s : 607 out of Jordan's 759 were i n 
the Jerusalem d i s t r i c t . I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t f i g u r e s are 
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not- a v a i l a b l e f o r the Jerusalem m u n i c i p a l i t y nor f o r the period, 
p r i o r t o 1917. 

Cont. p. 143 

ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION BY DISTRICT Source; Census of 
Po pu l a t i o n - , H.K.J., 
1961, V o l . I I 
Table 6.Y 

A c t i v i t y Jerusalem Nablus Hebron Amman 
P r o f e s s i o n a l &Tech.4 454 2 915 8.59 4 541 
A r c h i t e c t s , 
Engineers, e t c * 106 31 2 238 
P h y s i c a l S c i e n t i s t s 9 . 6 2 36 
B i o l o g i c a l s c i e n t i s t s 4 13 3 29 
Medical P r a c t . 14b 54 13 161 
Nurses, e t c . 864 291 116 866 
Other medics.. 55 21 7 75 
Teachers 2 574 2 230 631 9 200 
Clergy . 331 : . 166 '54 159 
J u r i s t s 74 43 117 
Other p r o f e s s i o n a l 259 60 18 660 
Admin. & Ex»ectve. 526 244 60 1 092 
Managers & p r o p r s . 492. 213 51 951. 
C l e r i c a l 3 098 1 744 496 896 
Sales workers 5 195 5 165 1 810 8 772 
Insurance, e t c . 37 37 7 60 
Commetrcial Trav. 51 , 16 8 107 
Shop A s s i s t a n t s 1 744 1 543 467 '3 639 
Farmers 20 924 30 583 .. 13 392 15 184 
N o n - c l a s s i f i e d 
Workers 10 573 12 608 6 919 6 512 
Miners, quarrymen 1 758 1 515 926 2 670 
Transport & 0ommun.4 126 2 263 659 .. 10 631 
Craftsmen & 
Production workers2S 303 15 208 6 205 43 369 
of' which: . 

Jewellers b07 36 " 10 106 
M i l l e r s , bakers, 1 049 1 025 30^ 1 732 
P o t t e r s 186 146 73 383 
Stone c u t t e r s & 

carvers 1 318 238 181 325 
Misc. craftsmen 35 ' 5 3 1 
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However, many were the c r y p t i c comments passed about 
Jerusalem's commerce by t r a v e l l e r s of tne Ottoman p e r i o d . 
Niebuhr considered trade and ma.nufacture t o be of no s i g n i f i c a n c e 
a t a l l i n the c i t y . ' L War burton was most uncomplimentary 
w r i t i n g : "No r i v e r nor any stream f l o w s by; no f e r t i l i t y 
surrounds i t , no.commerce i s able t o approach i t s w a l l s , no 
thoroughfare o f n a t i o n s i t f i n d s i n the way." B a r t l e t t 
a l s o could f i n d l i t t l e i n s p i r a t i o n i n the suq: "Nothing can 
be more v o i d of i n t e r e s t than her gloomy, h a l f - r u i n o u s s t r e e t s 

t 
and poverty s t r i c k e n bazaars, which, except a t the p e r i o d of the 
p i l g r i m a g e a t Sasterig! present no s i g n of l i f e . . . . ' ' ^ A l l t h i s 
would support the view which predominates and which even Ziadeh 
as has been seen .adheres t o , t h a t Jerusalem has been e s s e n t i a l l y 
dependent on the p i l g r i m t rade f o r i t s l i f e blood.Yet t h i s 
view must not be allowed.to cloud over the.importance Jerusalem 
has had f o r the l o c a l peasant as a market and s o c i a l c e n t r e . As 
G.Rgbinsoh Lees p o i n t e d out i n 1907, the suq of E l Quds i s 
most important t o . t h e l o c a l peasant not only as a place f o r the 
purchase and exchange of -goods but fot? c onversation and s o c i a l 
l i f e as wel'l.^- The o r d i n a r y l o c a l conmiercial and i n d u s t r i a l 
f u n c t i o n s of Jerusalem must not be overlooked: the very 
morphological character o f the suqs, as w i l l . b e seen, i n Chapter 
14, p o i n t t o s t r o n g commercial a c t i v i t y bearing l i t t l e or no 
r e l a t i o n to. the p i l g r i m t r a d e . 
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R e t a i l i n g 
a) General R e t a i l i n g . 

The r e t a i l i n g sector of the Jerusalem economy i s o l d 
and references t o i t s markets go back t o Mukaddasi and 

• 5 
Nasir-i-Khusrau who both spoke h i g h l y of them. The l a t t e r 
mentions t h a t there, were many cfaftsmen i n the c i t y each 

6 
•having h i s own bazaar. : Theodorich mentions markets 

7 
i n c l u d i n g a s t r e e t " f u l l of goods f o r s a l e " . The best 
e a r l y account of the commerce i n Jerusalem i s found i n the 
•Citez de Jherusalem* and t h i s work w i l l , be used below. I t 
shows many d i f f e r e n t types of. shops t o be found. B a r t l e t t 
a t a much l a t e r date was not h i g h l y impressed w i t h the 
bazaars and comments: llthough highly.spoken of i n former 
times, are very i n f e r i o r t o those of Constantinople or 

8 
Cairo and present n o t h i n g o f . s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t " However, 
t h i s seems t y p i c a l of B a r t l e t t ! Burckhardt found a t h r i v i n g 
t r a d e i n animals and f o o d s t u f f s • b a s e d on caravan trade 
between Jerusalem and Kerak which seems t o have acted as. a 
desert p o r t . f r o m which such items as r i c e , tobacco, coffee were 

' Q. 

imported i n t o western P a l e s t i n e . This- shows the presence 
i n Ottoman times of some tra d e along the east-west a x i s . 
The markets were not a l l clean and o r d e r l y by 1900 but they 
seemed nevertheless t o f l o u r i s h although there had been 
some r e d u c t i o n i n area covered by r e t a i l i n g since medieval 
times. 

Having asserted t h a t the markets served, the loc'al 
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peasants i n a normal way as well, as the p i l g r i m , i t must 
be also n o t i c e d t h a t commerce and r e l i g i o n have r a r e l y been 
divorced. I n Bonder's s t u d i e s i n Gujarat quoted already, 
f o r instance, (see p. 118) many Hindus were r e p o r t e d t o 
combine commercial t r i p s with, v i s i t s t o the sacred shrines • ' 
and were not thought any the worse f o r i t i n r e l i g i o u s 
t e r m s . ^ I t was not uncomuon i n the Middle Ages, f o r 
merchants t o make the t r i p t o Jerusalem from western 

1? 
Europe t o ..trade and. also t o worship. G o i t e i n has point e d 
out t h a t a s i m i l a r a c t i v i t y i s i n evidence ainong the 
Foslems i n the hadj t o Mecca v.;here business and pil g r i m a g e 
are 'combined. The p i l g r i m i s thus wished on h i s w -y w i t h . 
"May your h a j j be accepted, your s i n be "forgiven and your 
merchandise not remain unsold. J So many C h r i s t i a n 
and. Jewish p i l g r i m s t o Jerusalem have been engaged also i n 
commerce and t h e i r expenditure has probably been higher 
than t h a t of the average p i l g r i m and they have a t t r a c t e d 
f a i r s and. markets, 
b) Food and c a t e r i n g . 

The f o o d s t u f f s sector of r e t a i l i n g has l o n g been the 
most.developed i n Jerusalem and i n i t can be seen both the 
s e r v i n g of the l o c a l ' p o p u l a t i o n and also the meeting of the 
needs of the p i l g r i m e i t h e r d i r e c t l y through d i r e c t 
c a t e r i n g or v i a the purchases of the hospices, khans and 
h o t e l s . There are many references which show the importance 
offrthe food, bazaars over the c e n t u r i e s . Both Mukaddasi and 
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the Abbot Daniel, mention p r o v i s i o n s being sold and the 
l a t t e r notic:-n corn stored i n David's Tower; according t o 
the 'Cite?.' t h e r e was a corn market near the tower. This 
no doubt served p r i m a r i l y the l o c a l bakeries and peasants 
r a t h e r than the p i l g r i m s , but i n Crusader t i n e s there was 
a s t r e e t - s e t aside f o r "catering f o r p i l g r i m s and waa called. -
i r o n i c a l l y - 'Malquisinat• or 'Bad. Cooking'. 1'^ Of the other 
suqs i n Jerusalem mentioned by the a,uthor of the 'Cites' ' 
most of them d e a l t w i t h products probably bought by both the 

15 
peasants and the p i l g r i m s - herbs, chickens, eggs, meat. 
The s e l l i n g of ' v i c t u a l s ' i s o f t e n mentioned, by tra-ve H e r s 
and serins t o have been found, even i n s i d e the Holy Sepulchre 
Church at times i n the Middle Ages.*^ There were separate 

17 
markets f o r both bread aixd mea.t according to o i g o l i and 
the importance of the p r o v i s i o n s r e t a i l i n g can be seen r i g h t 
through the Moslem'period. Even i n the 18th. and e a r l y 19th. 
c e n t u r i e s i t seems t o have f l o u r i s h a d ^ i n d i c a t i n g t h a t w h i l e 
p i l g r i m s were few, yet the c i t y was c o n t i n u i n g t o f u n c t i o n as 
a l o c a l market. . The Holy Sepulchre continued, t o Rouble as 

19' 
a suq a/fc h i g h season according t o B a r t l e t t but w h i l e t h i s 
was obviously geared t o the p i l g r i m , t h e r e was also the 
g i v i n g of loaves t o the poor of. the d i s t r i c t . b y the convents. 
This c h a r i t a b l e a.spect of the food t r a d e ( i f i t can be 
c a l l e d 'trade') has been important i n Jerusalem throughout 
the medieval and Ottoman periods and has- not been the 
p r e r o g a t i v e of the C h r i s t i a n houses, f o r an Ottoman 
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document of 1552 t e l l s us t h a t the government set up a 
f r e e k i t c h e n ( i m a r e t ) f o r the poor of the c i t y and f o r 

2L 
students of the Moslem schools and c o l l e g e s . C a t e r i n g 
was always s t r o n g w i t h the coffee houses which, were 
fashionable i n Europe i n the 17th. and 18th. Centuries 
f i n d i n g t h e i r way i n t o the c i t y t o the dismay of the 

22 • • • 
a u t h o r i t i e s . The l o c a l peasantry kept the c i t y supplied. 
w i t h the a g r i c u l t u r a l products t o ensure the continuance of 

2"} 
t h i s food, market and Jerusalem was indeed, .the main 
source of income f o r the surrounding v i l l a g e s . Late i n the 
19th. Century, Geiiake witnessed many d i f f e r e n t types of 
food f o r sale- from l o c a l grown or. processed, foods to-those 
obviously imported. He saw such items as c a u l i f l o w e r s , 
lemons, onions, r a d i s h e s , oranges, a b r e a d s e l l e r w i t h "some 
questionable brown'scones on a board". I t . i s p l a i n t h a t the 
ca u l i f l o w e r s . w e r e l o c a l produce for-Gei«ke notes t h a t they 

24 
a r r i v e d f r e s h each morning. Most of these food products 
would be 'part of the general commerce, of the c i t y as a l o c a l 
market centre., although the amount of f o o d s t u f f s purchased 
i n the suq by the hospices would, be considerable. Even 
today, most of the hospices and smaller h o t e l s buy t h e i r 
s u p p l i es i n the l o c a l suq which i n t u r n i s supplied, l a r g e l y 
by the l o c a l H i l l Country v i l l a g e s and the Jericho oasis. 
I n Mandate times, food r e t a i l i n g was, w i t h the r e s t of the . 

25 
bazaars, "cleaned, up" and the tra d e grew r a p i d l y . 
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c) T e x t i l e s , e t c . 
The f o o d s t u f f s sector of the r e t a i l i n g a c t i v i t y i n 

Jerusalem has tended t o overshadow o t h e r a a c t i v i t i e s , b u t the 
c i t y has also had a t h r i v i n g c l o t h and. c l o t h i n g t r a d e . 
Medieval references t o l o c a l f u l l e r s and d y e r s ^ remind 
us t h a t t h i s i n d u s t r y was found, i n t h e c i t y then and msny 

e 
t r a v e l accounts such as the 'Ci^z' mention the s e l l i n g of 

27 
" s t u f f s " . There was apparently a d i v i s i o n between the 
S y r i a n and the L a t i n . s t u f f s s e l l e r s perhaps the former 
d e a l i n g w i t h the l o c a l market and. the l a t t e r w i t h the 
p i l g r i m and 'Prank' market. Niccolo of Poggibonsi found 
drapery s o l d and the s e l l i n g of t e x t i l e s and. c o t t o n was 

9Q 
s t r o n g i n the 19th. Century. I n Manda/te times i t continued 
"in. i t s t r a d i t i o n a l s i t e i n the covered suq. I t i s l i k e l y 
t h a t i t had p e r s i s t e d i n t h i s spot over t h e c e n t u r i e s since 
t h e CrJsa-ding era, and a l e a t h e r r e t a i l i n g t r a d e had 
developed here a l s o . ^ L o c al sheep.and goats no doubt 
provided a basis f o r t h e t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y as a whole (see 
below p. US') and w h i l e much of the r e t a i l i n g was. geared t o 
the. l o c a l , p i l g r i m s have a l s o purchased c l o t h i n g e i t h e r as 
souvenirs or t o wear. 
d) Other R e t a i l i n g A c t i v i t i e s 

The r e t a i l i n g a c t i v i t i e s of Jerusalem have been v a r i e d 
and although l i t t l e i s known about them u n t i l the l a t e r 
Ottoman period, i t can be assumed t h a t the general p i c t u r e 
of a c i t y " f u l l of goods f o r sale " can be repeated w i t h 
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v a r i a t i o n s over the c e n t u r i e s . P r o s p e r i t y has v a r i e d , but the 
markets seem t o have managed to continue and even t o have 
shown morphological development (see Chapter 14) . Many other-
trades were p r a c t i s e d i n Jerusalem. The 'Citez* t e l l s us of 
goldworkers - again d i v i d e d between the Syrians and the 
L a t i n s and probably t h e r e f o r e c a t e r i n g again f o r n a t i v e 
and p i l g r i m wants, although many gol d t r i n k e t s may hafee been 
bought by p i l g r i m s of the eastern Churches. Candles were 

10 
s o l d i n the. Middle Ages f o r d e v o t i o n a l purposes^ and the 
r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s also f o s t e r e d a t h r i v i n g trade i n such 

items as i r o n , s t e e l , copper, wood and marble, according t o 
16th. Century documents.^ A s i m i l a r conglomeration of goods 
was found by Gei«ke who; l i s t s : " a t e m p t i n g d i s p l a y of wire,. 
a wooden mouse-trap, a sheaf of ancient umbrellas i n various. 
atages of decay..... Obviously t h i s s t a l l , s i t u a t e d near th e 
J a f f a Gate, was c a t e r i n g f o r the l o c a l not the p i l g r i m . . The 
c i t y has thus served, the l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n f o r i t s m i s c e l l a n -
eous wants as w e l l as the p i l g r i m and the r e l i g i o u s 
communities. Such p i c t u r e s of the bazaars as. are given by 
Geiake f o r the 19th. Century and Hanauer f o r the e a r l y 
Mandate p e r i o d , show a mixture of the "goods of Constantinople, 

•55 

Damascus, Manchester and. Aleppo" f o r as complex a mixture 
of customers. 
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Banking and Finance 

As a f i n a n c i a l c e n t r e , Jerusalem has never of course 
threatened the r e p u t a t i o n s of Venice, P a r i s , London or 
Z u r i c h . However, i t seems t h a t the admixture of p i l g r i m s 
of v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l i t i e s , many of them q u i t e wealthy, together 
w i t h the large amounts of money being put i n t o r e l i g i o u s 
a.nd c h a r i t a b l e b u i l d i n g s , would generate something of a 
money market. This has mainly taken, the form of money 
changing and i s e a r l y i n appearance i B the c i t y . Thus the 
"Exchange" appears i n Crusader times- 5 as p a r t of David 
S t r e e t where i t s t i l l i s , and. Lees comments on the money-
changing tr a d e of h i s day (l b b 3 ) thus: 

The money changers r e g u l a t e the currency of the c i t y , H 

which though based on a p i a s t r e , a c o i n now i n disuse 
.f l u c t u a t e s l i k e the shares on the London Exchange. They 
are the s t r e e t bankers and s i t behing t a b l e s covered w i t h 
a wire net 
T r a v e l l e r s and p i l g r i m s from a l l lands r e s o r t t o modern • 
Jerusalem whose d e s t i n i e s are shaped, by the Ottoman 
r u l e r of the T u r k i s h Empire. The coins of v a r i o u s 
c o u n t r i e s must be exchanged f o r c u r r e n t T u r k i s h money. 
The business of the Seraf (money-changer) i s p r o f i t a b l e . 1 . 1 

37 

I t seems then t h a t the basic p i l g r i m o r i e n t a t e d a c t i v i t y of 
the money changer developed i n t o a rudimentary banging 
s e r v i c e since the money-changer had the reserves of cash i n 
hand. The money changers are g e n e r a l l y small-scale i n t h e i r 
operations even today, g i v i n g v a r i o u s r a t e s of exchange, and 
can compete w i t h the banks which have been w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d i n 

•30. 
the c i t y since the Mandate p e r i o d . 

S t i l l today the older Jerusalemites t a l k i n terms of p i a s t r e 
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I n d u s t r y 

The i n d u s t r i e s of Jerusalem have not been numerous 
s t i l l l e s s l a r g e scale. For the most p a r t they have co n s i s t e d 
of the processing of food or of basic a g r i c u l t u r a l products 
f o r use i n the t e x t i l e / l e a t h e r t rade of- i n soap manufacture. 
Thus there are references t o m i l l i n g , baking and s i m i l a r 
a c t i v i t i e s i n many works of medieval and Ottoman date 
and of course the soap i n d u s t r y which f l o u r i s h e d i n the c i t y 
i n l a t e r c e n t u r i e s as w e l l as at Nablus,being mentioned by 
Edward Robinson who found 9 establishments o p e r a t i n g i n the 
c i t y i n the soap t r a d e . ^ While, as we have seen, some of. 
t h i s was geared t o the p r o d u c t i o n of perfumed soap f o r 
p i l g r l m s , most of the i n d u s t r y was of normal commercial 
importance ( i n c l u d i n g e x p o r t ) a.nd was a much needed sta.bili.zer 
t o the economy of the c i t y . The t e x t i l e and l e a t h e r trade i s 
a common one i n Jerusalem's h i s t o r y . Dyeing as we have seen 
was also common i n the Middle Ages and e s p e c i a l l y seems t o -
have been the t r a d e of the Jewish community,^ w h i l e 
weaving was also found f o r instance, by Maundrell in. the 
17th. C e n t u r y . 4 2 • I t . f e l l out of use by the 19t.h, Century 
but an attempt was made t o r e v i v e the 'Jerusalem Looms' 
by the Pro-Jerusalem S o c i e t y after- the t a k i n g of the c i t y by 
the B r i t i s h . 

. Leather work has been an i n d u s t r y i n Jerusalem f o r 
ma.ny c e n t u r i e s and. many are the references - not u s u a l l y 

http://sta.bili.zer
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complimentary - t o the t a n n i n g a c t i v i t i e s . "Felix Fa.bri mentions 
4} 44 t a n n i n g at the Pool, of Siloam as does F r e s c o b a l d i . This 

l o c a t i o n caused.annoyance t o C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s but seems t o 
have p e r s i s t e d there and i n the 19th. Century t h e r e was a 
tannery also i n the Muristan near the r u i n e d s i t e of St. 

46 
John's Hospice i n Ealmers S t r e e t ; This was probably the 

47 
tannery n o t i c e d by Robinson a l s o . Tanning has thus been a 
common i n d u s t r y i n the c i t y , more so i n former t i n e s than i n 
the present Century when i t s obnoxious nature seems t o have 
induced the a u t h o r i t i e s t o removp i t . 

Other important i n d u s t r i e s i n Jerusalem have included 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n trade which has f l o u r i s h e d on the frenuent 
b u i l d i n g and r e b u i l d i n g of r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s as v e i l as 
p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s and p r i v a t e houses. This - i n d u s t r y i s , of 
course, u b i q u i t o u s i n t h a t i t i s very market o r i e n t a t e d and 
most c i t i e s can boast s e v e r a l c o n s t r u c t i o n , f irms. However, i n 
the case of Jerusalem the constant b u i l d i n g of Churches, 
mosques, e t c . and t h e i r r e p a i r a f t e r d e v a s t a t i o n by f i r e , 
earthquake or warj has encouraged t h i s a c t i v i t y r a t h e r more 
than i n most c i t i e s . The v a s t b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t i e s of the 
Byzantine era, financed by the r o y a l f a m i l y and n o b i l i t y 
have been w r i t t e n of by Procopitts and Eusfcbius and. ..the l a r g e 
amount of q u a r r y i n g a c t i v i t y evidenced a t the time and by 
i r r i t a t e d B i b l i c a l a r c h a e o l o g i s t s s i n c e . Procopius commented 
on the many blocks of stone " o f enormous s i z e " which were 
cut from the surrounding h i l l s t o b u i l d , the Churches of 

http://Fa.br
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J u s t i n i a n . Gucci, some c e n t u r i e s l a t e r , found e a r t h 
4 9 

d i g g i n g and furnaces i n o p e r a t i o n ; The Franciscans helped 
50 

t o r e p a i r the Dome of the Rock and a t one time had a great 
r e p u t a t i o n f o r s k i l l e d b u i l d i n g work; the large number of 
q a a r r i e s of medieval date both n o r t h and south of the c i t y w a l l s 

51 
t e s t i f y t o the large scale b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y . Other 
a n c i l l a r y t r a d e s have a t times also f l o u r i s h e d , . s u c h as lead 
working or t i l e g l a z i n g : t h i s l a t t e r a c t i v i t y was r e v i v e d by 

52 
the Pro-Jerusalem Society. 

The importance of Churches and other r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s 
as economic f a c t o r s has been po i n t e d out above, (p.92) i n the 
f l o w diagram: money on holy s i t e admission or donations t o the 
communities tends t o f i l t e r through i n t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
t r a d e while'governments have helped I s l a m i c b u i l d i n g s , i n t h i s 
r espect (see below p. n j ) . The s i g n i f i c a n c e "of t h i s as an 
economic m u l t i p l i e r has recently•been emphasised i n a heated 
exchange of papers by H.T.Johnson and B.VT.E.Alford and 1,1.0. Smith 
With respect t o t h ^ c a t h e d r a l s and l a r g e Church b u i l d i n g s of 
medieval England, Johnson, attempted- an e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e i r 
economic importance by .the use of wage r a t e s . The Lack-of 
r e l i a b l e data f o r t r t h e p e r i o d even i n England, l e d t o the 
c r i t i c i s m s of A l f o r d and Smith and no b e t t e r data i s a v a i l a b l e 
f o r P a l e s t i n e a t t h a t p e r i o d . However, the general conclusion 
of A l f o r d and Smith i s t h a t c a t h e d r a l b u i l d i n g was of 
considerable s i g n i f i c a n c e i n the medieval economy of England; 
and since t h e r e were f a r more r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s i n medieval 
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Jerusalem per head of p o p u l a t i o n than medieval England, t h e i r 
conclusions are r e i n f o r c e d f o r our area. Hence the economic 
i n f l u e n c e of the c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y w i t h reference t o 
r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s , i n q u a r r y i n g , other 1 trades., and even 
l o c a l t r a n s p o r t was i m p o r t a n t . This, conclusion of A l f o r d and 
Smith might e q u a l l y w e l l apply t o Jerusalem: 

As t o the m u l t i p l i e r e f f e c t , i t i s only p o s s i b l e t o make 
pure guesses. Evidence of the impact of b u i l d i n g on --u 
q u a r r y i n g , timberworking., 'tourism', a n c i l l a r y and. cognate 
c r a f t s , i s only very s l o w l y accumulating. One f r u i t f u l 
area of research i n t h i s respect i s probably i n the f i e l d 
of t r a n s p o r t . I n a number of instances large q u a n t i t i e s 
of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s were c a r r i e d over uncommonly large' 
distances., and the consequent e f f e c t s of ±ks± t h i s on 
i n t e r n a l t r a d e are i n t e r e s t i n g t o speculate upon. ! 53 

Miscellaneous Trades 

Many are the trades which have been carried, on i n 
Jerusalem from.the p i l g r i m - o r i e n t a t e d t a t t l i n g noted by 
Maundrell ^ t o the water c a r r y i n g which can only =be a purely-
domestic a c t i v i t y . The water c a r r y e r s and p o r t e r s formed the 
lowest s t r a t a of s o c i e t y and as Lees observed were f r e q u e n t l y 

55 
outcasts from l o c a l v i l l a g e s . This i s p a r t .of the c i t y ' s 
l i f e but a p a r t the p i l g r i m p r e f e r s t o pass over w i t h h i s 
romantic n o t i o n s , but even today w i t h most of the c i t y closed 
t o motor t r a f f i c t h e . p o r t e r i s i n d i s p e n s i b l e . 

On a higher class ±KEH l e v e l , a common f e a t u r e of 
previous c e n t u r i e s has been the s c r i b e or p r o f e s s i o n a l 
l e t t e r w r i t e r used, by the lower classes and the peasantry f o r 

56 
the w r i t i n g of l e t t e r s and p e t i t i o n s . His presence i n the 
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c i t y has been g r a p h i c a l l y described by Geieke and he has 
been p a r t of the c i t y ' s s e r v i c e a c t i v i t y t o the l o c a l area. 
Other small trades i n Jerusalem have i n c l u d e d pipe-stem 

57 
borers, t a i l o r s , shoemakers, and other trades. 

Transport has been an important a c t i v i t y , c o n s i s t i n g 
i n e a r l i e r times of the p r o v i s i o n of camels and horses f o r 
tra-ders and p i l g r i m s w h i l e today i t c o n s i s t s l a r g e l y of t a x i s 
•buses, e t c . s e r v i n g both the l o c a l com. u n i t y and also the 
p i l g r i m . 

I f any conclusions can be drawn about the commercial 
l i f e of Jerusalem the most important t h i n g i s t o note i t s 
v a r i e t y and t o p o i n t out t h a t i t &as SK served two markets:' 
t h a t of the l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t and t h a t of the p i l g r i m . The 
d i s t i n c t i o n i s not always, c l e a r , since the food market f o r 
instance i s very much dependant on the demand of the hospices 
and h o t e l s and the t r a n s p o r t sector - as witnessed by the 
unemployed t a x i s i n 1968 - i s extremely dependant f o r most 
of i t s trade on the v i s i t o r from overseas. Nevertheless, the 
economy i s mixed and many 6f the l o c a l v i l l a g e s use the c i t y 
as a market f-or buying and s e l l i n g i n the same way as the 
v i l l a g e s of Samaria have used Nablus. I n medieval times, the 
economic s t r u c t u r e of Jerusalem p l a i n l y served these 'two 
masters'. The souvenir t r a d e , the palmers, the goldworkers 
mingled w i t h the t a i l o r s , the bread s e l l e r s , the tanners and 
the b u i l d e r s . I t i s c l e a r t h a t the i n f l u e n c e of the p i l g r i m 
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has been profound, f o r i n times when p i l g r i m s have been few, 
as i n the 18th. Century, the r e p o r t s of the economic l i f e of 
the c i t y have been grim. Nevertheless Jerusalem, w h i l e i t 
cannot be s a i d t o have • f l o u r i s h e d 1 , d i d su r v i v e as a l o c a l 
market and was busy even B B i i l x s f i outside the Easter 'season 1. 
I t s f u n c t i o n as a l o c a l market must not be overlooked, even 
i f i t i s necessary t o s t r e s s the impact of the p i l g r i m trade 
and the. i n f l u e n c e of r e l i g i o n . Many of the trades i n the t a b l e 
on page 142 are those n o r m a l l y t o be expected i n a small 
market town and i n the past the presence of s c r i b e s , s e l l e r s 
of hardware, t e x t i l e s , and food have t e s t i f i e d t o t h i s . The 
c i t y has always seen e, l a r g e d a i l y i n f l u x of v i l l a g e r s i n t o 
i t s suqs and as both an economic and a s o c i a l c e n t r e f o r 
the c e n t r a l H i l l . C o u n t r y i t has been, of importance. The. f a c t . 

alone 

t h a t t h i s f u n c t i o n ^ w o u l d have kept Jerusalem as i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
as S a l t , -Hebron or sfKEXEfea Nablus should not b l i n d us t o an. 
acknowledgment of i t s e x i s t e n c e . N e i t h e r should, the 
importance of the soap and o l i v e o i l t r a des be overlooked as 
s t a b i l i z i n g i n f l u e n c e s i n the c i t y ' s economy. That the c i t y 
has u s u a l l y seen many p i l g r i m s must not hide the f a c t t h a t 
i t has.also seen merchants and t h e i r n a t i v e customers 
engaged i n the normal dealings of an Arab a g r i c u l t u r a l 
s o c i e t y . 
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CHAPTER 8 
THE FUNCTION OP AGRICULTURE 

A g r i c u l t u r e i s r a r e l y given any a t t e n t i o n in. works on 
urban geography except those of a s p e c i f i c a l l y h i s t o r i c a l 
n a t u r e . Indeed, f o r the modern c i t y , the amount of land 
under a g r i c u l t u r a l usage w i t h i n the urban boundary i s u s u a l l y 
s m a l l ; yet i t can be of g r e a t importance and the i n f l u e n c e of 
the c i t y on surrounding farm land has been shown. I n the past 
p a r t i c u l a r l y , the c i t i z e n and the farmer were not so f a r p 
ap a r t p h y s i c a l l y speaking as they are now and many medieval 
towns had. t h e i r f i e l d s and. commons f o r g r a z i n g . For instance, 
the freemen.of Durham have g r a z i n g r i g h t s on c i t y lands 
which they s t i l t h o l d t o be important although the r i g h t i s 
n o t excercised. Von Thunen po i n t e d out i n 162b the great 
importance of the p r o x i m i t y of the c i t y t o the a g r i c u l t u r a l ' 
p u r s u i t s of the surrounding countryside.*" The v i t a l nature 
of" t r a n s p o r t costs have been i s o l a t e d by r u r a l economists t o 
show how heavy, bulky or p e r i s h a b l e crops tend t o be located 
nearer t h e i r market than cereals or anima,! grazing., and even 
w i t h i n , the c i t y w a l l s or boundary there can be a considerable 
amount of land l a i d down t o vegetables or i n t e n s i v e d a i r y i n g . 
I n the case of Jerusalem a l s o , the c i t y lands played an 
important p a r t i n the geography of the medieval and Ottoman 
c i t y and as w i l l be seen i n Section C, much of the urba,n land 
use was - e s p e c i a l l y i n times of economic depression - under 
the plough or the hoof. 
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I t i s not t h e r e f o r e out of place t o devote a s h o r t chapter 
t o the a g r i c u l t u r a l sector of Jerusalem's economy. Here we see 
the i n t e r p l a y of the economic p u l l of the p i l g r i m t rade and 
other '.assets' of the c i t y w i t h the a g r i c u l t u r a l c a p a c i t y of the 

rland as o u t l i n e d " b r i e f l y i n .Chapters. 2 and 3. The i n f l u e n c e of 
the p u l l of the c i t y market can be, seen i n the large number of 
references t o crop p r o d u c t i o n - i n c l u d i n g vegetables and t r e e 
crops - i n t r a v e l l e r s ' accounts of the c i t y . S p e c i f i c i n f l u e n c e s 
of the market can also be seen, f o r instance the demand f o r 
wine from the C h r i s t i a n and Jewish communities (Moslems do not 
d r i n k a l c o h o l ) has i n f l u e n c e d the amount of land g i v e n over t o 
the c u l t i v a t i o n o f - t h e v i n e . The f e r t i l i t y of the surrounding 
h i l l s and.-valleys i s as. we have seen, .the subject of some 
debate since many w r i t e r s such as Mukaddasi describe i t as 
pr o d u c t i v e ^ and others such as the Abbot Daniel say t h a t i t 
i s barren and a r i d . ^ Nevertheless the c i t y i s not unproductive. 
I n the Hinnom, Kidron -and lower Tyropoeon v a l l e y s t h e r e has 
been s o i l and.water s u f f i c i e n t t o support the type of i n t e n s i v e 
a g r i c u l t u r e expected j u s t outside a c i t y ; the h i l l s , on the 
other hand, except f o r , favoured, places on the.f-turonian r i d g e , 
have not supported farming prosperity-. The Mount -of O l i v e s , 
f o r i n s t a n c e j appears a t times t o have been covered w i t h t r e e s 
and at'" others t o have been barren, according t o contemporary 
accounts and p r i n t s , f o r instance comparing the p r i n t . of Y/.R. 
Wilson (1824) w i t h t h a t of the Armenian. Convent l i b r a r i a n (1839)? 

Poetic l i c e n s e probably, explains many discepancies (see Ch. 10) 
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Tree Crops 
The H i l l Country i s n a t u r a l l y very s u i t e d f o r the growth 

of t r e e crops of the Mediterranean r e g i o n , e s p e c i a l l y the 
5 

o l i v e , f i g and v i n e . The o l i v e provides power i n the form of 
i t s o i l , which a t times has been in- g r eat demand from.the 
r e l i g i o u s .communities,, the Haram .area and the "Vaqf.in p a r t i c u l a r . 
I t i s also u s e f u l as a food crop and as the primary raw 
m a t e r i a l i n soap p r o d u c t i o n ; i n f a c t .the o l i v e has been 
described as the mainstay of the c e n t r a l H i l l Country's 

6 
economy. The extent of i t s c u l t i v a t i o n , which w i l l be 
discussed .in chronologica,l terms i n ' S e c t i o n C , has v a r i e d w i t h 
the s t r e n g t h of the r e s t of the c i t y ' s economy - i n other 
words i t has l a r g e l y been subservient t o the r e s t of the 
economy and not a c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r i n its-own r i g h t , • 
except as the raw m a t e r i a l f o r soap, p r o d u c t i o n . 

' The f r e q u e n t mention of the crop- i n the B i b l e and indeed 
the very name 'Mount of .Olives' shows i t s e a r l y importance and 
extensive use i n the Jerusalem area' (Luke- 19.29). Mention i s 
made of'it.he crop, i n Byzantine l i t e r a t u r e suggestive of an 
extensive cover. For i n s t a n c e , A r c u l f u s n o t i c e d a l a r g e . 
coverage o f . o l i v e s over-the ground t o the east of the c i t y 

8 
and'a wood o f o o l i v o s a t Bethany. Bede from some source ( o r 
i t may be*.an e r r o r ) r e p o r t s o l i v e s t o the west of the c i t y 

Q 

a l s o . Throughout the Middle Ages, although references are i 
fewer, the t r e e was c u l t i v a t e d . Nasir-i-Khusrau mentions t h a t 
a largo harvest of 16,800 s i g a l l s , of o l i v e o i l was obtained 
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i n the 11th. Century and exported and so does the Ab'jot 
D a n i e l . " ^ F e l i x F a b r i found, some very l a r ^ e o l i v e t r e e s 

11 12 on the Mount of Olives ' and so did Suriano. " I n the 
e a r l i e r Ottoman p e r i o d , t h e r e se?na t o Have been sonic 
d e c l i n e i n p r o d u c t i o n probably l i n k e d w i t h the g e n e r a l 
d e c l i n e i n the c i t y economy. While r r a u n d r o l l mentions t h a t 
t h e r e was some export of o l i v e o i l t o Spain from the 
Gethsemane gardens, other w r i t e r s found less a c t i v i t y . Thus 
Niebu.hr records t h a t while, there were o l i v e t r e e s i n the 
neighbourhood they were less f l o u r i s h i n g than formerly.*"^ 
Ottoman taxes on t r e e crops may have had something t o do 

I B 

w i t h t h i s . Browne r e p o r t s t h a t i n the r u r a l d i s t r i c t s 
neighbours were i n the h a b i t of sawing down each others 

15' 
o l i v e t r e e s which would not encourage expansion. 
Lamartine could only see some o l d o l i v e t r e e s on the Mount 
of Olives .which would imply t h a t t h e r e had-been l i t t l e 
i n the way of f r e s h ' p l a n t i n g s but i n the 19th. Century 
both Warburton ' and also B a r t l e t t t e s t i f y t o the presence 
of the o l i v e . . I t seems i n general t o have p e r s i s t e d i n the 
v a l l e y s , but i t s c u l t i v a t i o n on. the h i l l s over the centuries-
has f l u c t u a t e d . Like a l l t r e e crops, the o l i v e takes some 
time t o e s t a b l i s h and d e s t r u c t i o n can mean a.setback.for 
many years.. The o l i v e has been important i n the economy of 
••Jerusalem-as the raw m a t e r i a l f o r the soap i n d u s t r y and. a 
source of a s m a l l - e x p o r t t r a d e i n o i l . I t has also provided 
power, l i g h t and heat f o r the c i t y and food a l s o . As a -

http://Niebu.hr
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source of employment, i t s importance may not .have been 
incon s i d e r a b l e f o r i t i s a crop which r e q u i r e s many hands a t 
p i c k i n g time, although, i t l a r g e l y taken care of i t s e l f d u r i n g 

19 
the r e s t of the year. I t has thus been a source o f labour 
f o r the c i t y ' s underemployed and unemployed, and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r women and. c h i l d r e n have gained employment i n t h i s 

20 
way." The t a x a t i o n of the t r e e by the Turks wrs a r e c o g n i t i o n 

21 
of i t s importance ' but did l i t t l e t o f o s t e r the i n d u s t r y . 
Thus Gei*ke w r i t e s : 

I t i s a s t r i k i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n of the smallnes^ of the 
p o p u l a t i o n i n P a l e s t i n e t h a t thousands of o l i v e t r e e s 
ai*e l e f t uncared f o r , t o be swa 1.1 owed, up ±s by an 
undergrowth of t h o r n and weeds. The t a x on each t r e e 
i s , no doubt, ' jm,:p^rt-%kpooaii'&fefeof •. W i i s - s t a t e of t h i n g s . 
Fear of i t s being increased paralyses i n d u s t r y . 22 

The v i n e i s also an ancient crop i n the Jerusalem area 
although i t has not had. the economic importance of the o l i v e . 
I t was popular i n B i b l i c a l times but has s u f f e r e d from the 
opposition, of the Moslem a u t h o r i t i e s and. hence has only been. 
grown by or f o r C h r i s t i a n s and Jews. On. .occasions, such as 
under the 'mad' r u l e r Hakem, the vine has.been destroyed, 
but the s t r o n g a t t r a c t i o n of the e t h n i c market has been 
s u f f i c i e n t t o maintain, i t s c u l t i v a t i o n , and. i t s existence can 
thus be put down.as a p o s i t i v e r e l i g i o u s i n f l u e n c e on the . 
landscape. Vineyards have been mentioned i n the. c i t y and 
v i c i n i t y by many w r i t e r s such a,s the Bordeaux P i l g i ' i m who 
saw them i n . t h e Kidron v a l l e y and Antoninus Martyr who saw 

24 
them among tombs i n the Haceldama area. ^ Bede n o t i c e d t h a t 
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t h e Kount of Olives wag d e s t i t u t e apart from v i n e s , f o r the 

26 
25 

crop can e;:ist i n f a i r l y a r i d c o n d i t i o n s . ' Mukaddasi 
t a l k s of enormous grapes and quinces i n the Jerusalem area 

27 
and of vineyards i n the Kid r o n . Other v i s i t o r s also 
mention them i n c l u d i n g Joannes Phocas who found a h i l l , by 
the Tower of David covered w i t h the crop. I t i s o f t e n s t a t e d 
t h a t the vin e p r a c t i c a l l y disappeared from P a l e s t i n e d u r i n g the 
Moslem xE&ft era but i n the Jerusalem area a t any r a t e 
the high demand from C h r i s t i a n s and Jews apjears t o have 
ensured continuous c u l t i v a t i o n . Thus Nic c o l o of Poggibonsi 
found " f r u i t t r e e s and vineyards there.are i n p l e n t y " ^° 
and- Suriano t a l k s of vineyards f o r 6 miles around Jerusalem, 
showing the exceptional, p u l l of the demand from the c i t y ' s 
convents and h o s p i c e s . F a b r i . and l a t e r Browne both mention 
the vine.. Hence w h i l e a decline is- evident compared w i t h 
B i b l i c a l times, the vine continued t o e x i s t as evidence of the 
economic importance on the surrounding v i l l a g e s and c i t y land 
of the presence of the non-Moslem communities and p i l g r i m s . 

The f i g , the t h i r d member of the B i b l i c a l t r i o , i s 
mentioned less i n the p o s t - B i b l i c a l ' p e r i o d . I n the f i r s t 
c e ntury o f ' t h e C h r i s t i a n era i t appears to'have been q u i t e 
common (Luke 21.29) but despite i t s importance as a food crop 
i t has received scant mention, since. Antoninus Martyr, Nasir,' 
and the Abbot D a n i e l a l l found f i g t r e e s ^ and both F e l i x F a b r i and Suriano found them i n the a r e a . ^ ' ^ Browne saw 



163 

them and B a r t l e t t found gardens of f i g s on the Mount of 
O l i v e s . J ' 

Other crops of the t r e e v a r i e t y found i n the Jerusalem 
area show how widespread t h i s form ofaKgE±EEi±± a g r i c u l t u r e 
was. They in c l u d e palms i n the Kidron v a l l e y from the time 
of the Bordeaux P i l g r i m " ^ u n t i l the present day, oranges"^ 

40 41 bananas nut t r e e s and pomegrani-tes which apart from 
4 ? 

mention i n the B i b l e (Cant, 4.13) were seen by F a b r i 
43 44 Lamartine and B a r t l e t t . Other t r a v e l l e r s give more 

45 
general d e s c r i p t i o n s of gardens of f r u i t and in. Byzantine 
times f r u i t t r e e s seem t o have abounded. Thus Antoninus 
Martyr found f r u i t t r e e s among the tombs and Theodorich 
i n the e a r l y T.Ioslem p e r i o d described the Mount of .Olives as 
abounding " w i t h f r u i t of a l l k i n d s " . ̂  Sycamore and scarob 

AH 
r e c e i v e mention from the Abbot Daniel and a p r i c o t s by 
a 49 
Suriano. 

The p o p u l a r i t y of the t r e e crop i n the Jerusalem area 
and i t s widespread nature are l a r g e l y the r e s u l t o f the 
favourable p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n s of the area f o r t r e e a 
as opposed t o cereals and other crops. I n the v a l l e y s they 
grow w e l l i n the r i c h e r s o i l and water but they are hardy 
enough t o s t r i l k e r o o t on even the Mount, of O l i v e s . Being 
hardy - e s p e c i a l l y the o l i v e - they have a tendency t o 
p e r s i s t through wars and p o l i t i c a l upheaveIs although once 
destroyed, take time t o become commercially p r o f i t a b l e 
again. The v i n e produced d r i n k f o r the C h r i s t i a n s and 



164 

Jews, the o l i v e power and f u e l as w e l l as food and the raw 
m a t e r i a l f o r soap manufacture, the f i g Smc food. I n a l l , w i t h 

* eeJ-s 

L i t t l e e f f o r t , a considerable p a r t of the c i t y ' s p o p u l a t i o n ^ 
could be met by these t r e e crops and the o l i v e even proved 
a source of e x p o r t . 
Other Crops • 

Cereals have been c u l t i v a t e d i n the Jerusalem area. 
since B i b l i c a l times but u s u a l l y the c i t y was an impo r t e r 
( E z e k i e l 27.17)'. Wheat and b a r l e y both f l o u r i s h e d on the 

50 
Mount of Olives i n the e a r l y Middle Ages, anu Muicaddasi 

51 
records c u l t i v a t e d f i e l d s i n the Kidron v a l l e y . N a s i r - i -
Khusrau and the Abbot Daniel both r e f e r t o c e r e a l c u l t i v a t i o n 
i n the area, the l a t t e r r e p o r t i n g a 90-100 f o l d harvest of 

52-
wheat a,nd b a r l e y . The d i f f i c u l t i e s of slope and the 
problem of-drought(see p.2'4) have not encouraged c e r e a l 
p r o d u c t i o n , however, despite the large demand i n . t h e c i t y . SHE£ 

B a r t l e t t r e p o r t s corn as c u l t i v a t e d , on Mount Sion, i n the 
Hinnom v a l l e y and on the eastern slopes of the Mount of 

•52 
Olives a s . w e l l as .north of the c i t y . 9 However, at the end 
of the Ottoman p e r i o d the c i t y was - as was probably usual -
i m p o r t i n g most of i t s s u p p l i e s . George AdamflSmith w r i t e s : 

Although the t e r r i t o r y of Jerusalem may haipe grown 
and the land of Judah d i d grow, some wheat, the s o i l . . . . 
...was not so favourable t o cereals as.was t h a t of 
neighbouring s t a t e s , arid throughout i t s h i s t p r y the . 
C i t y must have imported wheat from abroad, a s . i t does 
at the present day. 5& 

http://as.it
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I n f a c t a t times according t o evidence produced by sm i t h , the 
c i t y appears t o have been a wheat entrepot, but i t i s c e r t a i n 
t h a t the l o c a l p r o d u c t i o n d i d not even supply l o c a l needs. 

As might be expected i n accordance w i t h land use theory, 
vegetable production i n the gardens i n and. around the c i t y has 
been impo r t a n t , supplying much of the c i t y ' s markets. Gardens 

5b 
are f r e q u e n t l y mentioned by w r i t e r s p a r t i c u l a r l y concentrated 
i n the s i l w a n area a.nd the K i d r o n v a l l e y . Beans were grown at 

57 
Bethlehem i n the Middle Ages and honey produced according t o 

5b 
Mukaddasi. 
P a s t o r a l Economy 

The breeding of animals, mainly sheep, goats and c a t t l e i n 
the Jerusalem area i s a t t e s t e d t o .in*the B i b l e and by some 
authors of medieval arid Ottoman date. However, references are 
fewer than those t o crops since g r a z i n g has.been c a r r i e d on 
f u r t h e r . f r o m the c i t y and i n any case has not such an immediate 
landscape impact. I n general i t i s the poorer land which has-
been gi v e n over t o g r a z i n g , i n c l u d i n g the 6emetaries. Mukaddasi 
s a i d t h a t the c i t y had. " m i l k i n p l e n t y " but g e n e r a l l y i t i s 
not the d a i r y cow which has be.en dominant around the c i t y . 
Sheep h3.ve been of much g r e a t e r importance and a t one time 

59 
were even grazed i n the Garden of Get.hsema.ne. Goats are 
mentioned by Burckhardt ^ and F e t e l l u s mentions p i s c i c u l t u r e 

61 
c a r r i e d on i n a p o o l south of the Pool of Siloam no doubt 
t o supply the demand from the L a t i n community. 

http://Get.hsema.ne
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The R u r a l Economy of Jerusalem 

The a g r i c u l t u r a l economy of the c i t y of Jerusalem i s thus 
v e r y much based, on the c u l t i v a t i o n of t r e e crops and the 
g r a z i n g of sheep and goats. This i s i n many respects the 
t y p i c a l scene of the Judean h i l l s but i n the case of 

Jerusalem c e r t a i n f a c t o r s emerge which show the i n f l u e n c e of 
the urban environment. I n the f i r s t place there was an intense 
c u l t i v a t i o n i n the Kidron, Hinnom and. lower Tyropoeon v a l l e y s , 
where s o i l , water and. manure from the c i t y were a v a i l a b l e , 
ttere vegetables were grown and also the t r e e crops c u l t i v a t e d 
more i n t e n s i v e l y than on the h i l l s . Grazing and a r b o r i c u l t u r e 
as has been seen, • was .even c a r r i e d on i n the cemetaries and, 
s t i l l r i s . Secondly, .'the a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e s were geared t o 
the demands of the c i t y . Thus the Jerusalem area was the one 
p a r t of P a l e s t i n e which persisted, i n the c u l t i v a t i o n of the 
v i n e throughout the. Middle Ages-and. engaged, i n t h a t very 
European a c t i v i t y - p i s c i c u l t u r e , f o r the convents.. Olives 
WEE were popular not j u s t because they grew w e l l and sup p l i e d 
a.wide range o f wants, but the use of the crop kept the many 
convents and churches ;and mosques warm and. l i t and the 
.export o f . o i l t o Spain r e f l e c t s r e l i g i o u s value placed on 
o l i v e o i l - i t was and i s used i n a number of r e l i g i o u s 
ceremonies. 

Much of the a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y i s such as would be 
normally expected, i n and around, a H i l l Country town, but the 
impact of the r e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t s makes i t s e l f f e l t . Not 
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o n l y i s t h i s found i n respect .of i n d i v i d u a l products, but i n 
the general l e v e l of c u l t i v a t i o n , which r e f l e c t s the general 
s t a t e of the c i t y ' s economy. Thus the f l u c t u a t i o n s i n the 
l e v e l of c u l t i v a t i o n of the Mount of Olives and Mount Sion 
as revealed, i n o l d maps and. p r i n t s shows g e n e r a l l y less 
v e g e t a t i o n cover i n times of economic depression such as the 
l S t h . and. e a r l y l g t h . c e n t u r i e s . Attempts were f r e q u e n t l y made 
to grow wheat near the c i t y probably i n order t o secure 
s u p p l i e s . According t o Thomson, Sion and Ophel were '-'a common 
wheat f i e l d " i n the 19th. Century ^ -the Muristan KWH 
was under the plough at the- same time . 'Further' af.ieS.ld, 
however,, c u l t i v a t i o n seems t o have given way t o g r a z i n g . 
C u l t i v a t i o n - w i t h i n the w a l l s was common (see Chapter 11) 
but there i s no sxsli evidence t h a t the c i t y was ever regarded, 
as a great centre of a g r i c u l t u r e . I t acted as something of a 
market f o r v i l l a g e crops; i t -exported some o l i v e o i l ; but 
from the evidence a v a i l a b l e i t appears t h a t Jerusalem's 
a g r i c u l t u r e arose t o meet the urban demand: i t was never the 
basis f o r the c i t y ' s economy. ' . 

http://af.ieS.ld
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CHAPTER 9 

ADMINISTRATIVE- MILITARY AND CULTURAL FUNCTIONS 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

As o u t l i n e d i n Cha.ptsr 5, Jerusalem has had a "varied 
h i s t o r y as a centre of p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y a d m i n s i t r a t i o n . 
There have been times when i t .has been the c a p i t a l of a wi<3e 
are?, embracing the whole of P a l e s t i n e and bej^ond; and others 
when i t has been but the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e centre of a small 
s e c t i o n of the H i l l . Country. I n m i l i t a r y terms, the s i t e o f t h 
c i t y has made i t s defensive p o s i t i o n s t r o n g , but i t does 
not command a wide area or major s t r a t e g i c r oute as d i d 
Megiddp i n ancient times. I t has only spasmodically h o l d 
importance as a seat of government or m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t y , 
except f o r the. B i b l i c a l p e r i o d and the modern p e r i o d . Between 
132 and 1917 i t was only a d m i n s i t r a t i v e c a p i t a l of P a l e s t i n e . 
once - d u r i n g the Crusades, and the c e n t r a l government of 
the -Latin Kingdom was known f o r i t s f e u d a l weakness. However, 
governments have taken an i n t e r e s t i n the c i t y because of 
i t s r e l i g i o u s connections and o f f i c i a l patronage has worked 
to the b e n e f i t of Jerusalem i n Byzantine, Moslem and 
Crusader- t i m e s . 

A dm i n i i s t r a t i on 
Roman and Byzantine.Jerusalem was a c i t y which i n 

terms of p o l i t i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was d e l i b e r a t e l y , as .an 
o f f i c i a l a,ct, excluded from development. The f a v o u r i t e 
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seat of government f o r the Romans both before and a f t e r 
the Jewish r e b e l l i o n was Caesarea on the coast and. t h i s 
town remained throughout the period as the a r c h i e p i s c o p a l 
seat of the Church as w e l l as the centre of c i v i l a d m i n i s t r a t 
ion.'*" Jerusalem was the headquarters of the s h o r t - l i v e d 
Bar-Kolchba r e v o l t of A.D. 132-5 and. apparently i f 
Professor Avi-Yonah i s c o r r e c t , the centre of a well-ordered 

• 2 
admin*£tration. F o l l o w i n g the establishment of A e l i " 
C a n i t o l i n a , the t e r r i t o r y a l l o t t e d t o the new colony t o 
administer was small and consisted of an area of the H i l l . 
Country only about 15 miles r a d i u s from the c i t y . I t 
covered the toparchi.es of Orine, Gophna, Herodiup." and Bethle-

V 
tepha. Prom the evidence' of the Onomasticon of ;!usebius 
as w e l l as the milestones i n the area — as pointed, out by 
A l t i n 1929, i t would, seem t h a t when. Septimius Severus 
founded, the c i t y of E l e u t h e r o p o l i s i n A.D. 200 , he 

4 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o i t the area of Betholetepha from A e l i a . 

The s u s p i c i o n w i t h whioh P a l e s t i n e was viewed by the 
Romans i s emphasised by the d i v i s i o n of the province, one 
of the smallest i n the. empire, i n t o even smaller d i v i s i o n s : 

5 
Palestana Prima.; Pal.esti.na Secunda and P a l e s t i h a , T e r t i a . 
Jerusalem was the c a p i t a l , of none of these divisions.. Thus 
even, the Byzantine emperors d i d not r a i s e Jerusalem t o the 
s t a t u s of p r o v i n c i a l c a p i t a l but i t rema.in.ed subject t o 
Caesa,rea i n c i v i l and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , only 
becoming s u p e r i o r i n the l a t t e r i n 451.^ A e l i a was only 

http://toparchi.es
http://Pal.esti.na
http://rema.in.ed
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the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e centre -even i n the 5 t h . Century - f o r a 
s m a l l area s t r e t c h i n g from Hebron i n the south (but i n f a c t 
e x c l u d i n g the c i t y of Hebron) t o Anuathu Borcaeus i n the 
n o r t h and r eaching the Bead Sea i n the east, but excluding 
the t e r r i t o r y of J e r i c h o j t o - t h e west i t s border was at 
Bethoron and Chasalon. The q u i e t e r c i t y o f Caesjrea was always 
p r e f e r r e d by the Byzantine r u l e r s t o the holy c i t y and 
probably f o r good reasons. 

Throughout the Moslem p e r i o d , Jerusalem was again never 
r a i s e d t o the s t a t u s of c a p i t a l of the whole of F i l a s t i n -
indeed, t h i s land was, as was l a t e r s a i d of Germany and I t a l y , 
more of a geographical expression than a n a t i o n . Er-Ramleh 
nas the main centre of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n * f o r most of. the 
p e r i o d . Mukadd.asi commenting on the siz e of Jerusalem seems a 
l i t t l e s u r p r i s e d t h a t i t was so unimportant: "Among p r o v i n c i a l 
towns none i s l a r g e r than. Jerusalem and many' c a p i t a l s are i n 

o . .. 

f a c t smaller."- From the l o w l y s t a t u s of .a mere l i w a 
c a p i t a l and p r o v i n c i a l town, Jerusalem was. t e m p o r a r i l y 
l i f t e d d u r i n g the L a t i n Kirjgdom. I t became the," r o y a l seat 
and from the c i t y Godfrey de B o u i l l o n organised the new 

q 
s t a t e and conducted f o r e i g n a f f a i r s . However; the C h r i s t i a n 
kingdom as has been seen, was f a r . from being a c e n t r a l i s e d 
s t a t e and. the v a r i o u s noble. fa.milies who were rewarded w i t h ' 
gr a n t s of land r u l e d them g e n e r a l l y a t w i l l . The C h r i s t i a n 
kingdom was i n f a c t i n ad.ministra.tive terms a copy of the 
f e u d a l system of Europe c a r r i e d t o the d i s i n t e g r a t i n g 

http://ad.ministra.tive
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l i m i t s which were t o make Germany such an area of c o n t e n t i o n 
and d i s u n i t y . So Jerusalem, even under the C h r i s t i a n k i n g s , 
w h i l e having the s t a t u s , lacked the power; i t was the r o y a l 
seat but never the scene of d e t a i l e d n a t i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
The presence of the palace and the c o u r t d i d , however, have 
s<bme f u n c t i o n a l i n f l u e n c e s i n g e n e r a t i n g wealth and encouraging 

economic and c u l t u r a l development. 
One p e r i o d which w i l l be d e a l t w i t h i n a l i t t l e more 

d e t a i l . i s t y p i c a l of the Moslem s i t u a t i o n . Under the Mamluks, 

the c i t y had been j u s t a p a r t of the mamlaka of Dimashq 
(Damascus) and even i n f e r i o r t o Gaza w i t h which i t .was 
a t t a c h e d . ^ With the Ottoman conquest the c i t y d i d not r i s e 
t o any g r e a t e r s t a t u s . I n the 16th. Century, i t was however, 
separated from Gaza and made c a p i t a l of one of the f o u r l i w a s 
i n t o which. F i l a s t i m was d i v i d e d , i . e . Safed, Nablus, Jerusalem 

11 
and Gaza. I t thus c o n t r o l l e d , the H i l l Country south of 
the upper Yarkon, but t h i s was the .second smallest of the 
provinces and not l i k e l y t o make the c i t y r i c h . The f i g u r e s 

12 
gi v e n by Lewis i n d i c a t e the r e l a t i v e s i z e s : 
T.iwa Tax Paying Tax Paying Exempted 

Households Bachelors • Households 1 V X* • 

Jerusalem 7/ 365 516 1 254 9 135 
Safed 14 884 1 921 307 17 112 
Nablus. 7 599 933 438 8 970 
Gaza 12' 251 538 If175 13 964 
T o t a l : 42 099 3 908 3 174 49 181 
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The above i n d i c a t e s t h a t Jerusalem was the second 
s m a l l e s t t a x c o l l e c t i n g l i w a i n P a l e s t i n e (and n o t much 
l a r g e r than the s m a l l e s t ) and had a Large number of f a m i l i e s 
exempt.^ Hence i n terms of personnel employed i n t a x 
c o l l e c t i o n , which seems t o have been the main form of 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a c t i v i t y i n t h a t p e r i o d , Jerusalem needed 
on l y h a l f the s t a f f of Safed. There was, however, an a d d i t i o n a l 
t a x on dhimmis of 1 g o l i piece which probably meant e x t r a 
work f o r the governor of Jerusalem who would have a large 
number of dhimmis i n h i s area. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t a t 
t h i s time, Ramieh ceased t o h o l d a predominant p o s i t i o n i n 
P a l e s t i n e and according t o a l e t t e r from the Porte t o the 
Cadi of Jerusalem, t h a t area was i n f a c t under the l i w a of 
Jerusalem.^' However, the Moslem p e r i o d d i d not see the c i t y 
r e a l l y develop any s t r o n g a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s but again 
i t was c o n f i n e d t o t a x c o l l e c t i n g and the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 
j u s t i c e f o r j u s t a small area of the H i l l Country . Prom time 
t o t i m e , because of the s a n c t i t y of the c i t y , i t s r u l e r might 
r e c e i v e an enhanced s t a t u s , but i t g e n e r a l l y achieved no 
s t r o n g a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . Thus Volney w r i t e s 
i n 1780" : "Jerusalem has from time t o time had governors of 
i t s own, w i t h the t i t l e of Pa,chas; but i t i s i n g e n e r a l , as 

t h i s day, a dependency of Damascus, from which i t receives 
15 

a Motsallam, or deputy Governor." 
A p o i n t worth mentioning here i s the s t r o n g l i n k s which 
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have e x i s t e d between the Moslem a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ( e s p e c i a l l y 
when t h i s has been at Damascus) and the sacredness of the c i t y 

of Jerusalem. A.L.Tibawi, i n a r e c e n t monograph, has pointed out 

the many i n s t a n c e s of patrongge? of Jerusalem by the c e n t r a l 

government and the i n t e r e s t which many C a l i p h s have had 

i n the c i t y . F o r i n s t a n c e Omar was proclaimed C a l i p h i n 

Jerusalem r a t h e r than i n Damascus; and the impact of Abd a l -

Malik i n b u i l d i n g s t r u c t u r e s i n the c i t y and encouraging 

p i l g r i m a g e s t h e r e t o has a l r e a d y been mentioned ( p . 7 1 ) ; while 

the p i l g r i m a g e s of many c a l i p h s and the d e s i r e of even those 

who r u l e d from C a i r o to be buried i n Jerusalem, promoted 
17 

much of the Moslsm p i l g r i m trade i n the c i t y . 

Before completing t h i s s e c t i o n on a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , i t i s 

worth n o t i n g the importance of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

Although Jerusalem has never been a r e l i g i o u s c a p i t a l s i n c e 

&„Di 70 and. has g e n e r a l l y not held the s e a t of a primate of 

any of the f a i t h s , n e v e r t h e l e s s there has been some r e l i g i o u s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n from the c i t y . Thus the Moslem waqf f o r F i l a s t i n 

has been ad m i n i s t e r e d from the officeek a d j a c e n t to the Haram 

wh i l e many of the C h r i s t i a n s e c t s have had bishops and 

p a t r i a r c h s r e s i d e n t i n the c i t y . Thus the L a t i n C u s t o d i a T e r r a 

S a n c t a and the L a t i n P a t r i a r c h r e s i d e i n the L a t i n q u a r t e r of 

Jerusalem and have j u r i s d i c t i o n over the whole of P a l e s t i n e . 

An example of t h i s was i n the 1948-67 period when the L a t i n 

p a t r i a r c h and a l s o the A n g l i c a n Archbishop had j u r i s d i c t i o n 

i n both Jordan and I s r a e l and so s p e c i a l diplomatic arrangement! 
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were made f o r them. Often there have been absentee bishops 
L i v i n g i n Jerusalem. For instance, Burckhardt c i t e s the 
example of the bishop of Kerak who l i v e d i n Jerusalem and only 

l b 
v i s i t e d h i s diocese every 5 or 6 years. His income was £ 600 
per annum so i t in d o u b t f u l whether h i s presence made a great 
impact of the Jerusalem economy. Several of the C h r i s t i a n 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s have had.fine palaces b u i l t . Thus 
the residence of the L a t i n P a t r i a r c h d u r i n g the Crusader p e r i o d 
was so f i n e t h a t Saladin took i t over as h i s residence and i t 
l a t e r became the XSHnkste Kanqeh mosque. Both the L a t i n and 
Greek p a t r i a r c h s hafee s i z a b l e residences.-However, i t i s 
d o u b t f u l whether the amount of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
which haspeminated • from. Jerusalem-has added very . s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
t o the c i t y ' s economic development. 

M i l i t a r y Functions.. 

The m i l i t a r y f u n c t i o n s of Jerusalem i n the p o s t - B i b l i c a l 
p e r i o d can be passed over very b r i e f l y . They expended g e n e r a l l y 
only to. p o l i c i n g - a c t i o n such as the e s c o r t i n g of p i l g r i m s t o 

19 
the Jordan as witnessed by• Itfaundrel1 or the q u e l l i n g of 
r i o t s w i t h i n the l i w a . Only a t times - and perhaps n o t a b l y 
d u r i n g the 12th. Century - could Jerusalem be s a i d t o have a 
f o r t r e s s f u n c t i o n i n any meaningful sense f o r only then 
was the c i t y t h e-centre f o r the conduct of a large scale war.. 
The presence i n the c i t y d u r i n g the L a t i n Kingdom of the 
k n i g h t s must have given i t a very m i l i t a r y f l a v o u r , and 



175 

r e m i n i s c e n t of the e a r l y days of A e l i a C a p i t o l i n a . The w a l l s 
have thus not always been kept i n good, r e p a i r and when the 
Turks entered the c i t y they were i n a bad s t a t e . A few years 
a f t e r , Suleiman the Magnificent commissioned t h e i r r e p a i r 
and. the present w a l l s were b u i l t . 

C u l t u r a l Functions 

Jerusalem's c u l t u r a l f u n c t i o n s have been, t i e d up w i t h i t s . 
f u n c t i o n s as a r e l i g i o u s centre and a small government 
c a p i t a l . The l a t t e r i s . i m p o r t a n t , f o r i n the o r i e n t there has 
not been u n t i l recent decades the numbers of p u b l i c places of 
entertainment such as the t h e a t r e s of .Europe, and the suq and 
other p u b l i c spaces in. the c i t y hsLds a' s o c i a l importance. 
Lees w r i t e s t h u s : 

...the suk possesses a f e a t u r e e q u a l ' i n importance t o the 
interchange of money and goods; i t i s the f a v o u r i t e place 

- f o r co n v e r s a t i o n and. gossjjp as th e r e are no newspapers 
t h a t c h r o n i c l e the events of the day and the a f f a i r s of 
the p r o v i n c e . The' s e c l u s i o n of the hare em, and the e n t i r e 
absence of t h a t p u b l i c s o c i a l l i f e so n o t i c e a b l e i n an 

• E n g l i s h c i t y , tend t o make the Suk a .meeting-place of a l l 
people f o r a l l . purposes except s t r i f e and d i s o r d e r . 20 

Apart from t h i s s o c i a l f u n c t i o n of the c i t y an£ i t s suns, t h e r e 
have been, a number of c u l t u r a l b u i l d i n g s s e r v i n g the c i t y and. 
the v i l l a g e s of the area. Thus p u b l i c baths have been common 
f e a t u r e s • e s p e c i a l l y i n the Koslem Quarter w i t h the s t r o n g 
emphasis Islam has placed on c l e a n l i n e s s , while the Pool of 
S i loam was at one t i n e a swimming p o o l . These baths \rwve the 
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comuon mestizo placer, of the c i t y apart fror.i the suqs. 

•Vithin the f i " l d of education nr>cl g2n?rr.l c u l t u r e , Jorusalew 

has had Bono a c t i v i t y , e s p e c i a l l y f o r H o s i e r s . I n t h i s 

r e s p e c t tbo .patronage of the c a l i p h s was important: i n the 

l e t - 15th. Century, the S u l t a n Q a i f b a i e s t a b l i s h e d the 

BBfeaii .a school. c a l l e d al-T.Tad.rassah a l - A s h r a f iyyp.h, vosie'e 

the Haram. G e n e r a l l y known as "a t h i r d j e w e l " i n the Haram, 
21 

i t a t t a i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l e importance. The C h r i s t i a n s a„nd 

Jews never e s t a b l i s h e d e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s of such • 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l renown as the Moslems, although i n r e c e n t 

decades the Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y and the Dominican E c o l e 

B i b l i q u e have gained world-wide r e p u t a t i o n s . Thus the©city 

was a t times holding.a c o n s i d e r a b l e p o p u l a t i o n of s c h o l a r s , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n the l a t e r Middle Ages. 

The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of j u s t i c e was p a r t of Jerusalem's 

f u n c t i o n as a l i w a c a p i t a l and the c o u r t s (Moslem) were 

s i t u a t e d a t the end of the S t r e e t of the' Chain, next to the 

Haram. However, i n g e n e r a l terms lit can be .seen t h a t the 

f u n c t i o n s of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the f u n c t i o n s as m i l i t a r y 

and c u l t u r a l c e n t r e have not been s t r o n g enough i n Jerusalem 

to c o n t r i b u t e measurably to the c i t y ' s development. Even the 

p a l a c e s and c o l l e g e s have had no apparent i n f l u e n c e on the 

growth of the Central. B u s i n e s s D i s t r i c t . I n other words, these 

f u n c t i o n s have added to the commercial a c t i v i t y inJ«* making 

the c i t y a s m a l l r e g i o n a l s e r v i c e c e n t r e f o r the c e n t r a l H i l l 

Country; they are f a r i n f e r i o r though, to both commerce and 

the p i l g r i m trade i n the c i t y ' s economic growth. 



SECTION C 

THE GROWTH AND URBAN LAND USE OP JERUSALEM 

I n t h i s s e c t i o n , the a r e a ! growth (and t h e r e f o r e a l s o 
p o p u l a t i o n ) of J e r u s a l e m . i s d i s c u s s e d and a l s o the i n t e r n a l 
changes i n land use. The l a n d use maps i n . Volume n should be 
used throughout, t h i s s e c t i o n , which g e n e r a l l y comments on. 
the most s i g n i f i c a n t trends and p o i n t s out the, main problems 
and d i f f i c u l t i e s . 
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Note on Sources in. S e c t i o n C 

I n the next two c h a p t e r s there i s a s t r o n g l i n k a g e w i t h 

the land use maps i n Volume I I an<? the sources nuoted hore 

are g e n e r a l l y those usee! i n the c o m p i l a t i o n of those mags. 

These sources have been used i n the order of p r i o r i t ' / : 

1) Maps 2) V e r b a l d e s c r i p t i o n s 3) P r i n t s 

Map's are not g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e u n t i l the 12th. Century w i t h 

the exception of the Madaba Mosaic Map and a few oth e r s , and 

•the accuracy of many of the medieval maps i s i n doubt. However 

v e r b a l accounts can be used as. supporting evidence and f o r 

the Ottoman period p r i n t s can a l s o be used. However, from, 

about the time of Breitenbac.h (1483) the maps become more 

d e t a i l e d and r e l i a b l e and f o r the 19th. Century there are 

so many maps of good q u a l i t y t h a t c a r t o g r a p h i c evidence i s 

used almost e n t i r e l y f o r t h i s c entury. 

Where r e f e r e n c e s are not given to source m a t e r i a l o§ 

maps and p r i n t s , they can be found i n reproduced form i n 

Zev V i l n a y ' s work on the maps a.nd p r i n t s of Palestine.® Other 

sources are g e n e r a l l y r e p r i n t s ' i n p e r i o d i c a l s or o r i g i n a l 

works. For f u r t h e r d e t a i l s see i n t r o d u c t i o n to the land use 

maps. 

See p r e s e n t w r i t e r ' s paper "Nineteenth Century Maps of 
P a l e s t i n e : dual-purpose h i s t o r i c a l evidence" i n Imago Mundi 
V o l . X X I I 196B ~' 

Z.Vilnay - The Holy Land i n Old P r i n t s and Maps. Jerusalem 
1965 (2nd. E d i t i o n ) . 
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CHAPTER 10 

BYZANTINE AND MEDIEVAL JERUSALEM 

1) BYZANTINE PERIOD 

E x t e n t of Urban Area 

The e x t e n t of the urban a r e a of the Roman and Byzantine 

c i t y seems to show a marked change i n the f o u r t h Century. 

P r i o r to the conve r s i o n of Constantino, the c i t y was l a r g e l y 

a Roman colony only and whether i t was ever a p l a c e of 

C h r i s t i a n pilgrimage i s i n doubt; anyway the a r e a covered was 

s m a l l . The colony was w a l l e d about w i t h w a l l s which seemed to 

f o l l o w the l i n e s of the pre s e n t ones, although they c e r t a i n l y : 

d i f f e r e d i n d e t a i l and may have been s h o r t e r i n the n o r t h - e a s t 

T ^ i s would p l a c e a maximum Iriimit on the s i z e of the c i t y of 

A e l i a O a p i t o l i n a i n the 2nd. and 3rd. c e n t u r i e s . As a Roman 

colony i t would need to be w a l l e d and i t seems now c e r t a i n 

t h a t the w a l l s were, i f anything s h o r t e r i n c i r c u i t than the 

pre s e n t o n e s . 1 That the e a r l y c i t y was confined to t h i s 

a r e a has been shown by the r e c e n t e x c a v a t i o n s under Dr; Kenyon 
2 

to be c e r t a i n . There was no b u i l d i n g to the south of the 

w a l l s over the older c i t y a r e a on Ophel and Sion and no 

evidence has been found f o r e a r l y e r e c t i o n s to the nor t h . The 

c i t y seems to have been i n o r i g i n only a m i l i t a r y colony, 

housing the 10th. Legion and probably l i t t l e else."^ Hence i t 
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i s by no means c e r t a i n t h a t the whole a r e a i n t r a muros was 

c o n t i n u o u s l y b u i l t - u . p C e r t a i n l y by the time the a r e a taken 

up by the m i l i t a r y camp and other ' p u b l i c • b u i l d i n g s has been 

accounted f o r , there would not be much room f o r r e s i d e n t i a l 

development. The population would thus be u n l i k e l y to be 

more than a few thousands. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , s i n c e the a r e a i s 

now underneath the p r e s e n t Old C i t y , l i t t l e evidence das been 

c o l l e c t e d to support any of the t h e o r i e s about A e l i a i n i t s 

pre-Oonstantine s t a t e . 

However, wh i l e data on e a r l y A e l i a i s s a d l y l a c k i n g , 

by the 4th. Century more m a t e r i a l becomes a v a i l a b l e . I t seems 

c l e a r t h a t the c o n v e r s i o n of Constantine and the i n t e r e s t 

s t i m u l a t e d by h i s mother Helena'in the c i t y , proved a 
• • *5 tremendous f o r c e i n expanding the urban a r e a . I t i s only 

now t h a t r e c o r d s become a v a i l a b l e , but the i n f l u x of monies, 

p i l g r i m s , and a l s o Jews i n t o the c i t y and i t s surroundings 
6 

becomes very, apparent and. comparatively w e l l documented. 

U n t i l t h i s time, i t seems t h a t there was l i t t l e p r e s s u r e on 

l a n d , f o r the o l d Temple a r e a was waste according to the 
7 

Bordeaux P i l g r i m ; now there was expansion outside the w a l l s . 

On the Madaba Map, there i s some evidence f o r t h i s davelopment 

i f Avi-Yonah's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s c o r r e c t f o r he i d e n t i f i e s 

the w a l l s shown on the map as l a t e r ones which in c l u d e d a 

c i r c u i t to the south to enclose the southern p a r t of Mount 

Si o n , and the lower Tyropoeon. T l r i s seems, a c c o r d i n g to 

Dr. Kenyon, to have fi± g f o l l o w e d approximately the l i n e of 
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the w a l l s of Herod Agrippa. Avi-Yonah's cont e n t i o n i s t h a t 

the large b u i l d i n g shown on the map to the south of the (now) 

J a f f a Gate i s the Mount S i o n complex of Caiaphas's House^ 

and t h i s l i e s south of the southern w a l l of A e l i a . On the 

other hand Dr. Kenyon's e x c a v a t i o n s would seem to show .that 

on a s i t e to the south-west of the p r e s e n t Armenian Quarter 

t h e r e was a b u i l d i n g which could w e l l have been the monastery 

of Lady Bassa and t h i s c o u l d be the l a r g e b u i l d i n g on the 

Madaba Map. 1® However, i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t a t some time 

the c i t y d i d expand southwards f o r many of the e a r l y p i l g r i m s 
14 

mention s t r u c t u r e s . t o thexsouth of the c i t y w a l l s H while the 

B r i t i s h School of Archaeology excavations r e v e a l t h a t there 

was a l s o a l a r g e number i f humbler p r i v a t e d w e l l i n g s to the 

south which are not mentioned i n the r e c o r d s . S t r e e t s have 
12 

been t r a c e d i n t h i s a r e a and there was a g e n e r a l expansion 

of. the b u i l t - u p a r e a southwards. 

Apart from the -exai^nsion to the south, there was b u i l d i n g 

i n p r ogress.elsewhere. The Mount of O l i v e s saw the c o n s t r u c t i o n 

of many Churches and a l s o many hermits chose to l i v e i n caves 

and c e l l s on i t s s l o p e s . There was a l s o an expansion to the 

n o r t h spearheaded b»" the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Church of St... 

Stephen, but i t seems fcbss* from the remains apparent now, 

t h a t most of the expansion northwards was of tombs r a t h e r 

than housing. I t i s probable t h a t the a t t r a c t i o n of such 

items as the Pool of Siloam, Caiaphas's House and the Church 

of St.. P e t e r i n G a l l i c a n t u prompted development more i n t h i s 
d i r e c t i o n than towards the north where there were few B i b l i c a l 
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s i t e s . There was thus l i t t l e expansion to the west and north 

( i n c o n t r a s t to l a t e r times) but r a t h e r -to the south and 

e a s t , f o l l o w i n g the C h r i s t i a n holy s i t e s . 

Thus the b u i l t - u p a r e a of Jerusalem more than doubled 

w i t h i n the 4 t h . and 5th. c e n t u r i e s . V/hat was the population 

of t h i s c i t y ? Of the Byzantine J e r u s a l e m we have l i t t l e i n ' 

the way of contemporary e s t i m a t e s . The estimates f o r the c i t y 

of Herod might be of use: Heichelheim. g i v e s 100,000 as his. 

figure*"^and Rops a simila-r e s t i m a t e . ^ By the 5th. Century 

i t seems t h a t Jerusalem had covered about the same a r e a of 

ground as the c i t y of Herod Agrippa. However, whether the a r e a 

of land devoted to p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s was i d e n t i c a l between 

the two c i t i e s i s u n c e r t a i n : i n f a c t i t i s q u i t e l i k e l y t h a t 

the Byzantine c i t y -had more land under such bu.ild.ings than 

the e a r l i e r one. On the. o.ther hand, the number of hermits 

and others who dwelt outside the w a l l a i n the 5th. and 6th. 

centuri.es scorns to have been c o n s i d e r a b l e . An estimate of 
A, 

60,000 or so as the c i t y population has been assumed.from an 

Arab document, which enumerates the dead and captured at the 

time of the P e r s i a n i n v a s i o n . Clermont (ranneau has, however, 

con s i d e r e d t h i s f i g u r e a l i t t l e high and produced other 

e s t i m a t e s of the time f o r 17,000 and 35fOOO people k i l l e d a t 
1 u 

t h a t time. Within, the 70 a c r e s of the Old C i t y , probably 

no more than 18,000 persons c o u l d have been housed ( a t l e a s t 

10 a c r e s were open space - see Map 4) and subsequent expansion 

a f t e r the c o n v e r s i o n of Constantine might have brought the 

http://bu.ild.ings
http://centuri.es
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t o t a l population up to 50,000. I t i s dangerous to l i n k a r e a 
of urban b u i l d i n g with t o t a l p opulation too c l o s e l y , 
s i n c e the d e n s i t y of s e t t l e m e n t i n c i t i e s Ban v a r y 
en-otrmously and the c o n d i t i o n s of the Byzantine e r a w i t h 
comparative s e c u r i t y r e n d e r i n g the w a l l s l e s s important 
seems to have l e d to a l a r g e growth of housing and cave 
d w e l l i n g s o u t s i d e the w a j l l s , e s p e c i a l l y to the south and 
e a s t . P u b l i c b u i l d i n g s and spaces could a l s o r e p r e s e n t 
as much as 25% of the a r e a intra-muros. 

P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s 

I t i s probably best to d e a l i n d e t a i l w ith the 

l o c a t i o n of p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , p r i o r to c o n s i d e r i n g other 

forms of land use s i n c e these are the items most f r e q u e n t l y 

mentioned by the p i l g r i m sources and so can be l o c a t e d and 

d e l i n e a t e d more a c c u r a t e l y than other forms of usage. Under 

t h i s category are i n c l u d e d r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s , a d m i n i s t r a t i v 

and c u l t u r a l b u i l d i n g s , h o s p i c e s , and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . 

R e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s d i d not occupy a lar g e acreage of 

the" o r i g i n a l colony of A e l i a and- i n f a c t there were only 

two b u i l d i n g s under such use, one a temple to Venus on the 

s i t ? of the. p r e s e n t Holy Sepulchre, n o r t h of the -Forum; and 

the other on the s i t e of the old Jewish Temple. 1^ There 

may have been' other s m a l l e r temples' f o r other gods than 

the normal Roman ones were worshipped i n the c i t y i n the 
17 

2nd. and 3rd. c e n t u r i e s . ' However, s i n c e as v/e have seen, 

much of the olfl. Temple a r e a was waste i n the 4th. Century, 
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r e l i gion cennot have a t t a i n e d a high i n t e r e s t f o r the 

i n h a b i t a n t s of A e L i a . 

The c o n t r a s t with the Byzantine p e r i o d i s thus again 

c o n s i d e r a b l e , f o r a f t e r the v i s i t s of Helena and the other. 

noble patrons, the number of r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s which were 

constructed, became very l a r g e indeed. Of prime importajioe 

was the b a s l i c a of the Holy Sepulchre and the C a l v a r y chapel 

which were erected.(as s e p a r a t e b u i l d i n g s ) on the s i t e of the 

former temple to Venus. From henceforth the Holy Sepulchre 

Church was the focus of C h r i s t i a n i t y and. the r e a l urban 

'core' of Jerusalem. The o l d Temple a r e a remained as i t had. 

been found by the C h r i s t i a n s - waste: but other .places of 

.worship and. devotion were erected, over p l a c e s of B i b l i c a l 

i n t e r e s t . E l i n o r Pfloore's treatment of the o r i g i n of many of 

these b u i l d i n g s provides/us w i t h some i d e a of the i n t e n s i t y 

of r e l i g i o u s f e r v o u r which led. to this', widespread •.form- of 
18 

land use. ' Thus "the Pool of -Silo am and the Pool of Bethesda 
. ' 19. 

were both 'discovered.' and had churches b u i l t over them. The 
.Bordeaux P i l g r i m , who a r r i v e d j u s t as t h i s building, 'boom' wa 

g e t t i n g under way saw not only Bethesda and. Siloani but a l s o 

Caiaphas's House on Mount Sion, the House of P a l a t e (in. the 

o l d barracks' a r e a ) as well, as the b a s i l i c a of the Holy-

Sepulchre being b u i l t . I t appears a l s o t h a t Bethany was being 

v i s i t e d by p i l g r i m s from Jerusalem, to see the tomb of 

L a z a r u s . Other v i s i t o r s of the 4 t h . Century saw other 

churches. Jerome mentioned, the Tomb of Helena of Adiabene as 
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a p l a c e of note and a p l a c e v i s i t e d as the Upper Room. By 

386, p i l g r i m s c o u l d w r i t e : " t h e r e are so many p l a c e s of 

p r a y e r i n the c i $ y t h a t one day cannot s u f f i c e f o r v d s i t i n g 
24 

them a l l . " Churches grew apace on the Mount of O l i v e s 
22 

i n c l u d i n g the Church of the Ascension and l a t e r 24 Churches 
23 

i n a l l "by the middle of the 6th. Century." S t . Stephen's 

Church was "built to the no r t h of the c i t y w a l l a and i n 

a d d i t i o n there was a Church b u i l t v e r y e a r l y on over the 

supposed" tomb of the V i r g i n . 

Without going i n t o f u r t h e r d e t a i l s (see Chapter 13) i t 

canlfrbe seea t h a t l a r ^ g a r e a s of Jerusalem became occupied 

by e c c l e s i a s t i c a l tenxi&igH b u i l d i n g s by the 6th. Century. 

The s i t e s of B i b l i c a l events a t t r a c t e d the C h r i s t i a n s (see p.64 

and formed f o c i f o r not only p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y but a l s o f o r 

r e s i d e n t i a l growth and the development' of the e t h n i c 

q u a r t e r s ( s e e - C h a p t e r 13)• The widespread occupation of l a n d 

by b u i l d i n g s , of r e l i g i o u s use i s s u r e l y the most s i g n i f i c a n t 

f e a t u r e of l a n d use i n Byzantine Jerusalem as de p i c t e d on 

Map 4. 

A A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and c u l t u r a l b u i l d i n g s , were l e s s prominant 

i n Byzantine Jerusalem than the r e l i g i o u s ones and seemm to 

have been l e s s important than they.were i n the o r i g i n a l ' 

colony of A e l i a . C e r t a i n a r e a s and b u i l d i n g s were given "over 
ft 

to mundane f u n c t i o n s , however. There was a central forum which 

appears on the Madaba Mosaic Map and i t now appears t h a t the 

remains i n the R u s s i a n E x c a v a t i o n s are of t h a t forunu The 
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p r o x i m i t y of t h i s forum to the temple of Venus, l a t e r the 

Holy Sepulchre Church, helped c o n s i d e r a b l y to make the a r e a 

to the north-west of the c e n t r a l c r o s s - r o a d s , the r e a l urban 

' c o r e 1 of Jerusalem. Other b u i l d i n g s i n c l u d e d a t h e a t r e which 

has been g e n e r a l l y l o c a t e d south-east of the forum, j u s t 
25 

no r t h of the p r e s e n t ' S t r e e t of the Ch a i n . " There i s a l s o 

some evidence of baths i n and around the c i t y as l o c a t e d on 

Map 4. A f u r t h e r f e a t u r e has been a c o n j e c t u r e d ampitheatre 

to the south of the c i t y . V incent and Abel pl a c e d t h i s j u s t 

south of the Haram e n c l o s u r e , but r e c e n t e x c a v a t i o n s have 

f a i l e d , to r e v e a l anything. I n g e n e r a l with regard to the 

i n t e r n a l b u i l d i n g s of A e l i a , Dr. Kenyon has summed up the 

s p a r s i t y of our knowEledge: 
"There i s not much l i k e l i h o o d of f i n d i n g out a grea t 
d e a l about JMae - i n t e r i o r of A e i i a C a p i t o l i n a . " . 26 

Government q u a r t e r s were probably i n the C i t a d e l which stood 

at the western, gate of the c i t y (David's Tower). Other than 

t h i s we have l i t t l e exact i n f o r m a t i o n , although the Madaba 

Map seems to show a c i v i c b u i l d i n g a t the southern end of 

the "Tariq Bab a,n-Nabi Daud.One f e a t u r e worth n o t i n g •- S±EEX 

s i n c e i t p e r s i s t s - i s t h a t apart from the C i t a d e l , most 

p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s of a s e c u l a r nature, e s p e c i a l l y baths and 

entertainments, have been, s i t e d i n the Tyropoeon v a l l e y a r e a 

i n what i s now the main p a r t of the Moslem Quarter, thus 

s e p a r a t i n g the ho l y s i t e s of the C h r i s t i a n Quarter and Mount 

Si o n from those to the e a s t . 
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Hospices were important, f e a t u r e s of l a n d use. With 

these we might i n c l u d e the monasteries and h o s p i t a l s , f o r 

they tended to perform accommodation f u n c t i o n s f o r p i l g r i m s 

by a process of development. The Bordeaux P i l g r i m g i v e s no 

mention of a hospice but s i n c e great numbers of p i l g r i m s 
i 1 27 

f l o c k e d to the c i t y i n the 4th. "entury we can assume 

t h a t very soon such b u i l d i n g s must have been e r e c t e d . By 

the 5th. Century mo*»e in f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e . E u c h e r i u s 
2 b* 

n o t i c e d monks' c e l l s on Mount S i o n " although as y e t there 

does not appear to have been a hospice t h e r e . We know t h a t 

the Empress Eudoxia had. many h o s p i c e s and churches b u i l t 

i n the f i r s t h a l f of the 5th. Century for.one e a r l y w r i t e r 

s a i d of her£ 

"she adorned the Churches with c o s t l y g i f t s . 
the blessed. Eudoxia b u i l t f o r C h r i s t a, g r e a t number of . 
Churches a-nd monasteries and h o s p i c e s f o r the poor and 
aged t h a t I cannot mention them a l l . " 29 

From Antoninus Martyr we get a b e t t e r p i c t u r e of where these 

h o s p i c e s were. There was accommodation f o r monks i n the 'Tower 

of David" and a hospice w i t h 3,000 beds near the b a s i l i c a of 

the B l e s s e d Mary (the p r e s e n t Aqsa Mosque i s the f a v o u r i t e 

l o c a t i o n ) . Theoflorus mentions a nunnery near the Temple 

a r e a ^ and Procopius mentions t h a t J u s t i n i a n , had three 

monasteries b u i l t although the l o c a t i o n of them i s u n c e r t a i n . 

There were convents on the Mount of O l i v e s i n the 5th. 

Century.-" I n the e a r l y days of Byzantine r u l e , the l a x i t y 

a 
Probably the one mentioned by Antoninus Fiartyr i s one of t h e s 
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of "building r e s t r i c t i o n s permitted a l a r g e growth i n the 

number of monasteries and h o s p i c e s . ^ P e t e r the I b e r i a n 

b u i l t a monastery near the C i t a d e l and i n 438 a hospice was 

b u i l t by Eudoxia near the e a s t e r n gate of the c i t y (see Map 4) 

An old peoples' home was b u i l t near the C i t a d e l . T h e 

d i f f u s i o n of h o s p i c e s and monasteries was notable but what 

began to worry the a u t h o r i t i e s was the spread of i n d i v i d u a l i s t 

h e r m its l i v i n g i n caves and c e l l s i n the Hinnom and Kidron 

v a l l e y s and on the. Mount of O l i v e s . E l i a s , the f i r s t Arab 

p a t r i a r c h HEgsinssxHst organised these hermits i n t o monasteries 

and i n p a r t i c u l a r gathered them i n t o a p l a c e near the Holy 

Sepulchre which l a t e r was known as the "Spoudaioi". The 

h o s p i c e s on Map 4 are .those the l o c a t i o n of which i s g e n e r a l l y 

agreed upon but there were probably s e v e r a l others abouth 

which we know l i t t l e . 

F o r t i f i c a t i o n s took up l i t t l e land i n Byzantine A e l i a , 

but the pagan c i t y had up to a t h i r d of the a r e a - according 

to Vincent and Abel - occupied by the legionary.camp. I n 

g e n e r a l the C i t a d e l - or 'David's Tower' as the p i l g r i m s 

c a l l e d i t , was the main, s t r o n g point of the c i t y w i t h the 

m i l i t a r y camp j u s t to the south. The o r i g i n a l w a l l s which 

are shown on Map 3 were extended a f t e r the 4th. u e n t u r y as 

mentioned above (p. 17 9) "but the C i t a d e l remained the major -

point of m i l i t a r y usage and even t h i s appears tohhave been 

taken over by monks l a t e r on : the Byzantine r u l e r s do not 

seem to have been very concerned about the -defence of 
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J e r u s a l e m b e l i e v E i n g l i k e tiie Jews before them t h a t somehow 

the sacredness of t h i s c i t y would p r o t e c t i t f r o m n a l l enemies. 

The P e r s i a n i n v a s i o n came as a rude shock. 

Zones of Movement. 

The most s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e of the l a n d use i n A e l i a and 

Byzantine Jerusalem i s the s t r e e t pattern", forming the 

s k e l e t o n around which the. c i t y hangs. Now i t can be r e a d i l y 
•315 

seen from a modern map or a e r i a l photograph- t h a t the s t r e e t s 

of the c i t y are abnormally s t r a i g h t , compared w i t h other c i t i e s 

i n the e r a a ('e.g. Acre, Amman). The correspondence between the 

present s k e l e t o n of the c i t y and the known planning of -Roman 

towns would suggest t h a t i n the modern . s t r e e t s we can • 

t r a c e g e n e r a l l y the l i n e s l a i d down by Hadrian's planners i n 

A.D. 132. The map i n t h i s t h e s i s of A e l i a assumes a g e n e r a l 

correspondence,with d e v i a t i o n s , p l o t t e d from a modern a e r i a l 

photograph. However, as has been observed i n connection w i t h 

other c i t i e s , i t i s not a d v i s a b l e to. assume complete corresponds!"' 

enee. The s t r e e t s may remain r e l a t i v e l y s t r a i g h t , but t h e i r 

course s h i f t s g r a d u a l l y i n course of time soi>t.ha,t the o r i g i n a l 

l i n e of movement may be not j u s t below the present s t r e e t but 

a l s o p a r a l l e l to i t and a l i t t l e f u r t h e r away. A c l a s s i c 

i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h i s i s . i n the V i a Dolorosa, which has p l a i n l y 

moved southwards as shown i n e x c a v a t i o n s under the S i s t e r s of 

Z i o n ana by the Ecce Homo Arch.^» 38 However, there i s a 

use'fu 1 c o r r o b o r a t i o n t h a t the g e n e r a l l i n e s havo remained the 
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sane i n the I.'adaba Hap which c l e a r l y shows the two north. -

south s t r e e t s v e r y s t r o n g and h i n t s a t o t h e r s . I t soemc 

c l e a r t h a t the c i t y had a cardo and decunonus l a i d dO'/m 

from the "beginning; the main doubts remain with regard to 

the d e t a i l s , e s p e c i a l l y the very s t r a i g h t s t r e e t s i n tho 

n o r t h - e a s t e r n "Ia r t of the c i t y . T h i s a r e a has been considered, 

by many to have been excluded from the o r i g i n a l A e l i a and the 

a r e a may have been f i r s t s e t t l e d , d a r i n g Byzantine times. 

The nature of the Madaba Map does not allow us more d e t a i l , 

but the main f e a t u r e s are s t i l l c l e a r . The main north-south 

s t r e e t was a s t r e e t of columns from the northern gate 

(Damascus Gate) to a gate i n the southern w a l l l o c a t e d by 

Vi n c e n t as j u s t e a s t of Zion Gate (Map 4 ) . T h i s s t r e e t 

had an open space j u s t i n s i d e the n o r t h e r n gate w i t h an 

i s o l a t e d column and p o s s i b l y a ccording £S to Germer Dux and., 

a forum near the southern gate. T h i s s t r e e t , from i t s 

prominence o£> the Madaba Map and i t s p e r s i s t e n c e throughout 

Jerusalem's h i s t o r y must have been the main thouroughfare 

as i t i s today. The s t r e e t running from the n o r t h e r n open 

space down the upper Tyropoeon ( T a r i q e l Wad) was probably 

designed to f o l l o w t h i s n a t u r a l f e a t u r e bypassing the . 

crowded c e n t r a l a r e a and served the baths and t h e a t r e s . I t 

probably had an e x i t near the pr e s e n t Dung Gate. From t h i s 

road, the mosaic c l e a r l y shows KHXWEKSK a west-east s t r e e t 

l e a v i n g the c i t y v i a a gate corresponding to the p r e s e n t 

S t . Stephen's Gate. Another ea s t - west s t r e e t has been 
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assumed along S t . F r a n c i s S t r e e t . Another s t r e e t d e f i n i t e l y 

s.hov.D on the I'adaba I.Tr,p i n the present ono .r'jmning "from the 

J a f f a Gate to the Zioi? Gate v i a the pr e s e n t Armenian Quarter. 

Thus the s t r e e t s of Roman and Byzantine Jerusalem 

followed g e n e r a l l y the p a t t e r n of a Roman c o l o n i a l town such 

as was found a t Gerasa, Caesarea and. other s e t t l e m e n t s i n 

C l a s s i c a l P a l e s t i n e . There was a- c e n t r a l open space - the 

forum i n the a r e a of the pre s e n t I l u r i s t c m and another j u s t 

i n s i d e the northern, gate, an example of the tendency .'to 

have such p l a c e s . t o t h e . n o r t h and west of the c i t y (see 

above pp*<17-8). . Thus i n c o n s i d e r i n g the land use development o 

the Old C i t y i t i s apparent t h a t the. p r e s e n t s t r e e t pattern., 

and g e n e r a l l a y - o u t i s " a n c i e n t and can be trac e d r i g h t . b a c k to 

the o r i g i n s of the c i t y , , even t h a t compromise t o . r e l i e f , the • 

T a r i q el-Wad. I f the Roman planners c o n t r i b u t e d nothing e l s e 

they thus c o n t r i b u t e d two e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e s to the s t r u c t u r e 

of Jerusalem: i ) . t h e g e n e r a l layout of the w a l l s ; i i ) the 

p a t t e r n of s t r e e t s and open spaces. T h i s was the s k e l e t a l 

•framework on' which'the subsequent developmentsE of Jerusalem 

was to b u i l d . 

Economic A c t i v i t y 

The amount of land taken up with economic a c t i v i t y i n 

v a r i o u s forms i s l e s s w e l l known than the l o c a t i o n of the' 

s t r e e t s and the churches. Some evidence i s a v a i l a b l e , but i t 

i s probably t r u e to say t h a t vie know more about the economic 
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l a n d use of B i b l i c a l Jerusalem than of the Roman and 

Byzantine c i t y . From the p l a n of the c i t y as we know i t to 

.have been, i t seems l i k e l y t h a t there was r e t a i l i n g a c t i v i t y 

i n the c e n t r a l forum and i n t.he open space j u s t i n s i d e the • 

northern, gate. 3\he l a t t e r might have been l i n k e d to the • 

forum by shops along the colonnaded s t r e e t ( i . e . the present 

Suq Khan e s - Z e i t ) although whether the colonnades were i n 

.fact used f o r t h i s purposes i s only c o n j e c t u r a l . I t i s a l s o 

l i k e l y t h a t t h e r e was some r e t a i l i n g a t the main c r o s s - r o a d s 

i f the pattern, followed t h a t of other Graoco-Roman c i t i e s , 

such as Gerasa, e a s t of the Jordan. " Prom the p i l g r i m s 

we get l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n at a l l on the r e t a i l i n g s i t u a t i o n 

i n the e a r l y c e n t u r i e s of t h i s e r a . Of manufacturing a c t i v i t y 

we have l i t t l e or no•information p r i o r to the Arab conquest. 

For a g r i c u l t u r a l land use, the p i c t u r e i s s i m i l a r l y 

sketchy. Some comments on the l o c a l t e r r a i n suggest t h a t - i t 

was-not very p r o d u c t i v e . ^ Josep.hus did not consider" the 

c i t y ' s lands to be very c u l t i t f a b l e H o w e v e r , we know t h a t 

i n B i b l i c a l times the K i d r o n v a l l e y had gardens ( J e r . 34.4; 

John 18.1) and the a v a i l a b i l i t y of s o i l and water there 

must have rendered i t the obvious p l a c e f o r l o c a l cultivp.tiori. 

s i n c e the c i t y - n e e d e d some l o c a l s u p p l i e s . I n f a c t the 

Bordeaux P i l g r i m found v i n e y a r d s and palm t r e e s i n the Kidron 

v a l l e y w hile f u r t h e r down i n the Haceldama area t h e r e were 
42 

v i n e s and f r u i t t r e e s a c c o r d i n g to Antoninius Martyr. F i g s 

were a l s o grown xn the a r e a and o l i v e s . J The g r e a t i n c r e a s e 
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i n p i l g r i m a c t i v i t y brought about an e x t e n s i o n of the 

c u l t i v a t e d a r e a but much food had to be brought, i n from 
44 

the Jordan v a l l e y . I f garden c u l t i v a t i o n was p l e n t i f u l 
4S 

i n the 1 s t . Century A.D. around the c i t y then i t can be 

probably safely--assumed t h a t the v a l l e y s and h i l l s i d e s 

were used to the f u l l d uring the y e a r s of Byzantine 

p r o s p e r i t y . The r u r a l land use p i c t u r e i s , however, very 

sketchy indeed and i t i s not u n t i l l a t e r c e n t u r i e s t h a t the 

contemporary v i s i t o r s give s u f f i c i e n t data to enable us to 

form an a c c u r a t e p i c t u r e . So f a r , no a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s o i l 

t e s t i n g or p o l l e n a b a l y s i s seems to have been attempted i n 

the area.. 

R e s i d e n t i a l Areas 

F i n a l l y i n t h i s b r i e f survey of the land use of e a r l y 

.Jerusalem, the areas of r e s i d e n t i a l housing matt must be 

c o n s i d e r e d . To some extent the l o c a t i o n of the a r e a s of 

housing might be deduced by simply a s s i g n i n g such use to 

a l l the a r e a w i t h i n the w a l l e d . c i t y which has not been 
y 

covered by b u i l d i n g s of other Slopes. However, such a 

-procedure h a s . i t s p i t f a l l s s i n c e f r e q u e n t l y a r e a s w i t h i n the 

w a l l s were l e f t empty and waste and we cannot be. c o n f i d e n t 

t h a t our knowledge of the extent and l o c a t i o n of Churches • 

h o s p i c e s , e t c . i s complete.since i t i s based on so few 

r e c o r d s . The map found at Madaba seems to show housing 

between the two main n o r t h - south s t r e e t s yet i t i s not 



192 

certa,in whether i t i s r e s i d e n t i a l housing or a p r e s e n t a t i o n 

of p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s ; i f the former i t i s probably accurate 
4b 

s i n c e the map shows a high accuracy standard. However, 

n e i t h e r maps nor exc a v a t i o n s have r e v e a l e d much of p r i v a t e 

b u i l d i n g s . E x c a v a t i o n s south of the pr e s e n t c i t y w a l l have 

n e v e r t h e l e s s shown t h a t t h i s a r e a was e x t e n s i v e l y covered. 

by p r i v a t e housing and. caves MEET were a l s o used f o r lower-
47 

c l a s s d w e l l i n g s . Indeed, a t one time i t seems as i f a 

la r g e p a r t of the suburban housing of Jerusalem was i n the 

form of caves w i t h hermits i n r e s i d e n c e . Such . c e l l s were 
•AH 

noted on Mount Sion and a l s o i n l a r g e numbers on the Mount 

of O l i v e s . ^ There seems to have been some suburban 

housing north of the w a l l e d ' c i t y , but as noted above (p.180) -

t h i s a r e a was mainly a n e c r o p o l i s and the development was 

l a r g e l y of higher c l a s s v i l l a s . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n i t must be admitted t h a t we have a r a t h e r 

patchy map of land, use f o r the c i t y from A.D. 132 up to the 

Arab conquest. The l o c a t i o n of churches and main s t r e e t s i s 

f a i r l y w e l l known, but .for a g r i c u l t u r a l , commercial and 

r e s i d e n t i a l land use much depends on guesswork and c a s u a l 

r e f e r e n c e s of - sometimes doubtful a c c u r a c y . The i n f l u e n c e of 

r e l i g i o u s • f a c t o r s on the growth of urban a r e a and the d e t a i l e d 

land use w i t h i n i t can be seen: a l a r g e number of r e l i g i o u s 

b u i l d i n g s -and. hospices and r a p i d development p a r a l l e l i n g the 

growth of the p i l g r i m t r a d e . The p a t t e r n of a d i v i s i o n 

between the r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y concentrp-ted to the west of 
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the colonnaded s t r e e t and s e c u l a r a c t i v i t y to the e a s t 

emerged, with r e t a k i n g between the two. I n g e n e r a l the 

c o n t r i b u t i o n of t h i s p e r i o d . t o the land use 'and morphological 

development of the Old C i t y can be summed up a s : 

1) The g e n e r a l s h e l l of the c i t y w a l l s e s t a b l i s h e d . 

2) The s t r e e t pa.ttern e s t a b l i s h e d and with i t the 

e x i s t e n c e of an ' important c e n t r a l c r o s s - r o a d s and p u b l i c 

open'space (forum/Muristan) nearby. The e x i s t e n c e of t h i s as 

the urban 'core' area was guaranteed a f t e r the b u i l d i n g of the 

Holy Sepulchre nearby. 

3) The major Churches were b u i l t and the s i t e s 'hallowed'. 

There i s a l s o evidence t h a t the W a i l i n g Wall came i n t o use a t 

t h i s time a l s o . 
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2) MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

E x t e n t of Urban Area 

The a r e a covered by the c i t y d e c l i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l y a f t e r 

the Arab conquest and f l u c t u a t e d p e r s i s t e n t l y e s p e c i a l l y 

d u r i n g the t r o u b l e d 12th. and 13th. c e n t u r i e s . There i s 

c e r t a i n l y l i t t l e evidence from a r c h a e o l o g i c a l work t h a t the 

c i t y continued to occupy the lands to the north and south of 
50 

the w a l l s i n any d e n s i t y . I t appears t h a t there was a 

r e t r e a t from extra-mural l o c a t i o n s e s p e c i a l l y f o r r e s i d e n t i a l 

b u i l d i n g and a d e c l i n e i n the population, though N a s i r - i -

Khusrau c o n s i d e r e d Jerusalem "a v e r y g r e a t c i t y " w i t h a 
51 

population of 20,000 men. He a l s o noted t h a t i t was 

enclosed by/strong w a l l s which would, imply t h a t the urban a r e a 

was confined to w i t h i n the w a l l e d c i t y . The t r o u b l e s caused 

by Hakem (c.l,©0O) di d not encourage settlement i n the c i t y ' 
52 

by C h r i s t i a n s and Jews and much property was destroyed, 
^ X M X I X ^ Byzantine a r e a was f i n a l l y . : 

5 3 

completed. During the Crusader p e r i o d the population 

f l u c t u a t e d a c c o r d i n g to the sta,te. of the war but the c i t y 

seems during t h a t time to have been l a r g e l y confined to the 

w a l l e d c i t y apart, from* Churches and some w e l l documented, 

• v i l l a g e ' development to the south and e a s t . Some suburban 
i*»erfc 

d w e l l i n g s - mainly hermits - QSSR i n evidence on Mount S-ion 

and the Mount of O l i v e s , but the d e n s i t y of r e s i d e n t i a l 

b u i l d i n g never attained, the Byzantine l e v e l " o u t s i d e the w a l l s 
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Prom 12th. Century p l a n s of the c i t y the im p r e s s i o n i s 

c e r t a i n l y g i v e n t h a t the c i t y was l a r g e l y confined to i t s 

w a l l s . Benjamin of Tudela, a 12th. Century Jewish t r a v e l l e r , 

c o nsidered Jerusalem "a s m a l l c i t y " but with a "numerous 
55 

popul a t i o n " which i m p l i e s t h a t the a r e a was s m a l l but the 

population w i t h i n the a r e a - and hence the d e n s i t y of b u i l d i n g 

was. c o n s i d e r a b l e . Some nu m e r i c a l data may here be obtained 

from the f i g u r e s given by Be.ha-ed-Din of the numbers 

ransomed a f t e r the capture of the c i t y by S a l a d i n . He says 

t h a t of the C h r i s t i a n s ransomed, 10 T y r i a n d i n a r s were p a i d 

per head f o r men; 5 f o r women; and 1 f o r .children. The t o t a l 

ransom money c o l l e c t e d was 220,000 d i n a r s . I n a d d i t i o n there 
56 

were 3,000 Moslem c i t i z e n s .held p r i s o n e r by the C h r i s t i a n s . 

Assuming'the present day r a t i o s of men:women:children t h i s 

would give a. population.at the end of the Crusader period 

of about- 26,000 a d u l t s . . .Considering .the present population 

of the w a l l e d ' c i t y , t h i s would be about the r i g h t f i g u r e . 

However, Beha-ed-Din s t a t e s t h a t w i t h i n the c i t y t h e r e were 

60,000 f i g h t i n g men apart from the c i t i z e n s : i f they were 

a l s o ransomed, t h i s would a l t e r the f i g u r e s . IQ any case the 

f i g u r e of 60,000 would r e p r e s e n t the s t r e n g t h of the army 

defending, not the urban population. Jews are not mentioned, 

but we know t h a t they returned to the c i t y i n the 12th. Century 
57 

and s w e l l e d the population. L a t e r , however, the c i t y i s 
The r a t i o used here presumes t h a t the f a m i l y u n i t used was 

European, not the Arab extended f a m i l y . T h i s presumption was 
made a f t e r c o n s u l t a t i o n with Mr. J . M . I I i l a l , F e l l o w i n the 
So c i o l o g y of the Middle E a s t , Durham U n i v e r s i t y . 
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58 d e s c r i b e d as having few i n h a b i t a n t s f o r the rvrea so the 

Moslem reconouc^t must have brought a d e c l i n e i n population. 
59 

Gucci describee) the c i t y an f u l l , of people but t h i s nay 

i n c l u d e p i l g r i m s P,P v r ? l l as r e ^ i f o n t s . I n tb? n o ot -C r u r c«3 er 

medieval perio 4? the c i t y ' s po_oMi a t i o n serins to bp.ve v a r i e d 
60 

betw?en. 10,000 and 20,000" and a? a r e s u l t the b u i l t - u p a r ^ a 

must drive been l a r g e l y confined to the w a l l s and even w i t h i n 

t he w a l l s there may w e l l have been, open spaces. Of e21.tra-mu,raL 

suburbs such as found, at Damascus^ Jerusalem seems to have-

had few apart from some churches and convents, the v i l l a g e s of 

Bethany and Gethsemane (s e e p. 3i%), and perhaps some r u r a l 

s e t t l e m e n t i n the S i l w a n a r e a . The d e c l i n e i n p i l g r i m numbers ' 

as a r e s u l t of Papal bans, troubles, i n Europe, and v a r i o u s 

discouragements c e r t a i n l y a f f e c t e d the s i z e of Bethlehem f o r 

i n the 14th. Century t h a t place .declined and probably a l s o , 

did. Jerusalem. Ziadeh c e r t a i n l y , among modern s c h o l a r s , i s 

c r i t i c a l of any high estimate .of the c i t y ' s p o p u lation. For 

the 14th. and 15th. c e n t u r i e s - when p i l g r i m s were beginning 

to r e t u r n h e says t h a t the c i t y had "undergone too many 

v i c i s s i t u d e s to harbour 20,000". a The t o t a l , a r e a under 

b u i l d i n g s must have been not only c o n f i n e d to the w a l l s but 

w e l l w i t h i n th.em. 

http://21.tr
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Churches and other P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s 

The a r e a of land use under the category of ' p u b l i c 

b u i l d i n g s ' did not o v e r a l l decrease w i t h the Tloslom conquest, 

although t h e r e was d e s t r u c t i o n or abandonment of many of ths 

e d i f i c e s o u t s i d e the c i t y w a l l s . T h i s was more than compensated. 

f o r by the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Dome of the Rock, A l Aqsn 

Jlos-ue and other Moslem b u i l d i n g s . With the area, governed by a 

f o r e i g n and ofton h o s t i l e power,- the C h r i s t i a n com,unities had 

to b u i l d more ho s p i c s s f o r the accommodation and p r o t e c t i o n of 

p i l g r i m s . Ilonce while some of t h e churches of Byzantine 

J e r u s a l e n disa-nnc^rcd, the '?.rea und^r r e l i g i o u s L?.nr! use 

remained high. 

The account of A r c u l f u s g i v e s no i n d i c a t i o n of any 

widespread ab^ndonnent of the more i n p o r t ^ n t churches i n the 

7th. C e n t u r y . - There were s t i l l churches on the Mount of 

O l i v e s and. on Mount Sion Which was s t i l l described by 

Willib e . l d as being in. the middle, of - the c i t y ^ during h i s •' 

v i s i t i n 722. There doea§s however, seem to have been some 

' r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n ' arid r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y was becoming 

concentrated on'fewer buildings." Bernard, the Wise mentions 
65 

four* major churches i n the middle of. the 9t.h. Century 

t h r e e of which were i n the Holy Sepulchre complex. The d e c l i n e 

i n the number of hoi;/ s i t e s a t t h i s timo has a l r e a d y been 

d i s c u s s e d (above p.110). 1^ l o c a t i o n a l terms, the d e c l i n e was 

g r e a t e s t o u t s i d e the w a l l s , e s p e c i a l l y on the Mount of O l i v e s , 

although there was s t i l l , a church and. a moscue at the a s c e n s i o n 
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p l a c e a c c o r d i n g to Fukaddassi . The Mount Sio n conplex 

and p l a c e s a t Bethany s t i l l f u n c t i o n e d . 

Hospices begin to appear more f r e q u e n t l y i n the 

c h r o n i c l e s of the p i l g r i m s and the most important one appears 

to have been t h a t of Charlemagne on Mount Sion f o r L a t i n 
67 

•pilgrims. S i n c e a c c o r d i n g to N a s i r - i - E h u s r a u 20,000 Moslems 
68 

v i s i t e d the c i t y each year at' t h e beginning of the hadj, there 

must have been a number of khans to accommodate them,'but the . 

l o c a t i o n of a l l but al-Walaka i s u n c e r t a i n . For the Crusader 

p e r i o d the amount of data, a v a i l a b l e i n c r e a s e s and i t appears 

t h a t the a r e a under churches and hospices became much l a r g e r . 

The map No. 5 shows the p r o f u s i o n of churches w i t h a strong 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n around, the Holy Sepulchre which had to the south 

not only S t . John's hospice but a l s o the 6hu.rc.hes of S t . Mary 

L a t i n e Major and Minor. This, a r e a was the c e n t r e of the 

r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y which was such an important p a r t of the 

c i t y ' s l i f e . Mount: Si on. was important - indeed on one 12th. 

Century map the s i z e of i t s symbol o u i t e dwarfs t h a t of the- . 

Holy Sepulchre, f o r i t held the Dormition,•the Coenaculum, 

and other p l a c e s of importance. There was a s t r o n g growth 

of churches along the V i n A D o l o r o s a i n c l u d i n g a Church of S t . 

Kary Magdalene which a c c o r d i n g to a map of 1150 was near the 

s i t e of the present A u s t r i a n Hospice. Churches i n c r e a s e d i n 

the- Kidron and on the Mount of O l i v e s and there was a new 

Church, of S t , Stephen to the n o r t h . 6 ? - j a a n y places SUES were of 

http://6hu.rc.hes
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f i c t i t i o u s or at best dubious a u t h e n t i c i t y , EH e.g. a Hoase 

of U r i a h near the Tower of D a v i d t h e 'compass' or middle 
71 

of the world and the Church of the Holy Cross to the '".'est 
7? 

of the c i t y (Byzantine o r i g i n ) The Church of S t . Anne was 
73 

important «and i t s 'Sheep Pool' a f a v o u r i t e with p i l g r i m s . The 

l o c a t i o n of some of these churches i s i n doubt, but the 

contemporary maps and accounts give us s u f f i c i e n t data to 

p l o t the main e d i f i c e s on. Map 5. The Xenodochium ( h o s p i t a l 

and hospice) near the Holy Sepulchre was important and covered 

a large a r e a ^ , and there was another one of .uncertain 
75 

l o c a t i o n near the northern gate. The h o s p i c e / h o s p i t a l of 

S t . Mary of the Germans was a l s o l a r g e and prominant, i n the 

present Jewish Quarter. The a.cnu i s i t ion of lands and wealth by 

the convents and hospices brought about some c o r r u p t i o n and 
moral degradation .which u l t i m a t e l y brought the c o l l a p s e of 

77 

76 
the regime but meanwhile i n the Crusader period, i t can be 
seen that t h e r e was a g r e a t i n c r e a s e i n r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s . 

Following, the conouest of the c i t y by S a l a d i n there was 

a slow but c e r t a i n d e c l i n e i n the a r e a given over to r e l i g i o u s 

b u i l d i n g s and many of the s m a l l e r convents and churches were 
7b ' 

put to s e c u l a r use. Fof the 13th. ^entur'y, two e x c e l l e n t 

accounts by E r n o u l and an anonymous author (the ' C i t e z de 

J h e r u s a l e m 1 ) provide much information. As was the case a f t e r 

the f i r s t Moslem conquest, we see a g r a d u a l r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n 

p r o c e s s with l e s s a u t h e n t i c and' a p p e a l i n g s i t e s becoming 

d i s u s e d . 
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The ' C i t e z ' was w r i t t e n about 1220, i . e . not Long a f t e r 

the c i t y r e t u r n e d to Moslem ha.nds and i t thus g i v e s an 

amazingly d e t a i l e d p i c t u r e of the c i t y a t a. c r u c i a l time. There 

s t i l l , seems to have been a large number of churches and convents 
7 0 

i n e x i s t e n c e e s p e c i a l l y on Mount S i o n which was to become 

i n c r e a s i n g l y the headquarters of the L a t i n community. The 

hospice of S t . John was s t i l l f l o u r i s h i n g - and. the two 

monastic churches of S t , Mary i n the c e n t r a l a r e a were i n 
H I 

e x i s t e n c e s t i l l . ~~ The German h o s p i t a l s t i l l stood as did 

t h a t f o r l e p e r s . There was l i t t l e s i g n of a decrease i n 

churches and r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s e i t h e r w i t h i n or without the 

w a l l s . However, soon t h e r e i s a decrease. The tfiattttifc c i t y l t T S ? 

d u r i n g the L a t i n Kingdom h e l d 24 major Churches . but 
85 

F r e s c o b a l d i i n the l a t e 14th. Century could only number 12. 

The hospice of S t . John s t i l l appears to have been f u n c t i o n i n g 0 * 5 

and i t i s noted a l s o by F e l i x F a b r i who mentions s e v e r a l , 

h o s p i c e s i n the c i t y i n c l u d i n g one a t " M i l l o " a t the foot 

of Mount S i o n ( L a t i H ) and.a Greek hospice west of the Holy 

Se p u l c h r e . By the end of . the 15th.. Century, .however, i t 

appears t h a t t h e number of h o s p i c e s was g e t t i n g s m a l l e r and 

incapable of accommodating a l l . the .pilgrims a t peak pe r i o d s , • 

according, to Francesco Suriano, custo.dian of the L a t i n 

community. The number of churches and convents a l s o 

declined, and many holy s i t e s l o s t the e d i f i c e .over them and 

r e v e r t e d - nominally - from r e l i g i o u s land, use to a g r i c u l t u r a l 

usage or w a s t e . ^ • ' 
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The end. r e s u l t was a v e r y s m a l l amount of land, outside 

the w a l l e d a r e a devoted to r e l i g i o u s land use i n p h y s i c a l 

t e r m s ( i . e . with a s t r u c t u r e t h e r e o n ) . Apart from Moslem mosques, 

r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y outside the w a l l s was concentrated on the 

L a t i n b u i l d i n g s on .Mount Si o n ; i n s i d e there was c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

on the Holy Sepulchre area'( Greek C h r i s t i a n s ) and the Haram 

e s h - S h a r i f (Moslems). Otherwise, the h o l y s i t e s remained j u s t 

open s i t e s and the obvious i n f l u e n c e of r e l i g i o n o'ft the urban 

landscape was f a r l e s s than i n the Crusader p e r i o d . 

N.oh-religious p u b l i c a r e a s are l e s s known of s i n c e the 

p i l g r i m s cared l e s s f o r them. Mukaddasi t e l l s us t h a t the c i t y 

had three l a r g e water pools which were presumably f o r p u b l i c 

use: the B i r k e t Bani I s r a e l ; the. B i r k e t Sulaiman; and the 
90 • 

B i r k e t 'Iyad. and h e - a l s o remarks t h a t most q u a r t e r s of the 
9 1 -

c i t y have s m a l l e r p u b l i c t a n k s . . There were c i s t e r n s i n the • 

Haram area and the aaqueduct from-Solomon's. Pools was a l s o 
Oo. ' 

f u n c t i o n i n g . Jt~ According to Fetell.us and other p i l g r i m s the 
93 

Pool of Siloam was a swimming pool. I n the 13th. Century 

t h e r e were four pools a c c o r d i n g -to Burchard of Mount Sion: the 

Sheep Pool. (Bethesda or p o s s i b l y Bkt. I s r a e l ) ; the 'Inner Pool'; 

Siloam;- and the 'Upper P o o l ' . I n a d d i t i o n there were many bathing 

p o o l s . The p u b l i c bath (Hammam) was an important" f e a t u r e of the 

Arab c i t y and has remained so, s i n c e I s l a m p r e s c r i b e s c l e a n l i n e s s 
94 

as p a r t of the f a i t h . Jerusalem has these baths i n the 

c e n t r a l Tyropoeon as noted f o r Byzantine times, although 
p r e c i s e l o c a t i o n s at s p e c i f i c times are u n c e r t a i n . The 
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s p r i n g of the V i r g i n ' s F o u n t a i n wa.s a l s o o perating as a 
95 

water source, throughout the medieval p e r i o d . I n f a c t the 

i n s e c u r i t y of water s u p p l i e s seems to have prompted the 

guowth and. maintenance of a number of tanks and water s o u r c e s . 
With r e g a r d to m i l i t a r y and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r e a s of land 

use there i s l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the Middle Ages. The 

C i t a d e l operated as the main strong p o i n t throughout the. 
96 

p e r i o d guarding the approach fi^om the north-west. A 
la r g e number of Arab c i t i e s in. f a c t were dominated by t h e i r 

97 
c i t a d e l s and the F r i d a y mosque and although A l Aqsa never 

dominated Jer u s a l e m the c i t a d e l was a marked f e a t u r e of the 

townscape and appears s t r o n g l y on most, contemporary maps. 

The w a l l s were b u i l t and r e b u i l t from time to time, but 

.seenvGto have been i n a s t a t e of decay a t the time of the 

Ottoman conquest i n the 16th. Century. The main s e a t of 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n seems to have been concentrated i n or near 

the Q i t a d e l . F o r i n s t a n c e the Cambrai. manuscript map of .1150 

shows the ' c u r i a r e g i s ' as p a r t of the C i t a d e l complex and 

although there i s some evidence t h a t a t one time the palace 
of the Crusader kings was i n s i d e the northern (Damascus) 

98 

gate the C i t a d e l s i t e seems to have g e n e r a l l y p e r s i s t e d . 

Other p o i n t s of p o l i t i c a l / m i l i t a r y land use i n Crusader 

times were the headquarters of the Kn i g h t s Templa.r ( A l 

Aqsa Mosque) and the Knights of S t . John (near the Holy 

S e p u l c h r e ) . The A$sa mosoue was a l s o used by Godfrey de 
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Bouillon- a.fter h i s i n i t i a l capture of Jerusalem u n t i l he 
qq 

moved i n t o the C i t a d e l . For a time S a l a d i n r u l e d from 

the s i t e of the present A l Kanqeh mosque which had been the 

p a l a c e of the L a t i n p a t r i a r c h . The o l d Antonia . f o r t r e s s a r e a 

was a l s o used f o r governmental, and m i l i t a r y , purposes from 

time to time in. the Middle Ages. 

S t r e e t s 

M o d i f i c a t i o n i n the s t r e e t p a t t e r n docs not appear to 

have been g r e a t i n the Middle Ages. Within the a r e a of the 

pres e n t w a l l s there was probably some minor m o d i f i c a t i o n * 

i n the g r i d - i r o n over the' c e n t u r i e s - i n t-hc p r e s e n t Jwivish 

Quarter f o r i n s t a n c e which e x h i b i t s l e s s r e g u l a r i t y in s t r e e t 

pattern, and s u f f e r e d a number of v i c i s s i t u d e s a f t e r p a s s i n g 

out of the hands of the German C r u s a d e r s . The main framework 

of the zones' of movement remained as before and the minor 

changes were not documented probably because they g e n e r a l l y 

only e f f e c t e d the r e s i d e n t i a l quarter's away from the main. 

s t r e e t s . There was a cauteeway from Wilson's Arch i n the 13th. 

Century"'^ and a briftge was b u i l t , over the K i d r o n . ^ * ' The 

a r e a outside the v a i l s developed some' paths mainly between 

h o l y s i t e s . Thus the author .of the 'Cite?,' noted t h a t three 
pathsv led away from Sion .Gate to the south (the .same number 

10^ 

as today) but otherwise we know l i t t l e of the e x t r a ­

mural r o u t e s . With the p e r s i s t e n c e of the holy s i t e s and the 

ga t e s , however, and the known tendency f o r r o u t e s to p e r s i s t 

over the c e n t u r i e s , a u s e f u l estimate can be made(Map 6 ) . 
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Economic Land Use 

Since the p i l g r i m s of "the Middle Ages l i k e those before 

and s i n c e have been mainly i n t e r e s t e d i n the holy s i t e s there 

i s l i t t l e d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of the economic l i f e of 

Jerusalem and the f o l l o w i n g i s thus v e r y sketchy. 

R e t a i l i n g i s an a c t i v i t y which takes up very l i t t l e 

space on. the ground, but i s - o f v i t a l importance in. the study 

of urban geography because of i t s s e n s i t i v i t y to economic 

p r e s s u r e s . Prom the maps we gain only a. l i t t l e i n formation 

on r e t a i l i n g mainly knowledge of the presence of the 'forum 

rerum venatium' and the 'cambium monate' which l a y adj a c e n t 

to the c e n t r a l , c r o s s - r o a d s of the c i t y . One of the e a r l i e s t 

mentions of r e t a i l i n g i n the 'verbal a c c o u n t s . i s by Bernard 

the Wise who found a market i n f r o n t of the hospice of 

Charlemagne, i . e . i n the ar&a of the present Muristan. The 

presence of the; hospice w i t h i t s l a r g e number of p i l g r i m s 

and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre nearby no doubt made i t 

w e l l worth w h i l e f o r the r e t a i l e r s to pay the 2 aweir a n n u a l l y 
10^ 

f o r the p r i v i l e g e of dealing, t h e r e . " Mukaddasi mentions t h 
e x i s t e n c e of markets, but does not say where they were l o c a t e d 

i n ft 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y . Theodorich g i v e s us evidence t h a t the 
market of Bernard, the Wise was s t i l l i n e x i s t e n c e i n the 12th. 

107 
Century under the C r u s a d e r s . . Prom the ' C i t e z ' we g a i n 
more i n f o r m a t i o n . Corn,.which' was kept i n the Tower of David"^ 

109 

was sold i n a large p l a c e 'on the l e f t hand' of t h a t tower. 

The J a f f a Gate was a t t h i s time ( 1 2 t h - 13th. c e n t u r i e s ) the 
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main p o i n t of e n t r y f o r the c i t y since the L a t i n p i l g r i m s 
a r r i v e d here from J a f f a : so a market by t h i s gate i s 
l o g i c a l . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g though t h a t i t was a f o o d s t u f f s 
market and t h e r e f o r e o r i e n t a t e d t o the l o c a l customer and 
not p r i m a r i l y a p i l g r i m o r i e n t a t e d ma,rket. The e v o l u t i o n 
of a l o c a l market here i s noted below (p. 32.| ) and i t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t i t has e a r l y o r i g i n s . The 'Citez.' g i v e s . 
the l o c a t i o n of the 'Exchange' a t the south-east corner 
of the Muristan, a l o c a t i o n also p e r s i s t i n g i n t o the 
l a s t century. •'"'̂  I n the Sua el-Lehhem was the S t r e e t of 
Herbs''"*'''' so herbs., spices and bread (Arabic=Lehem) were 
s o l d here. Also nearby east of the Muristan .wjsre s e l l e r s 
of f i s h , cheese, chickens, eggs an.d birds,, s e p a r a t i n g the . 
S y r i a n goldworkers t o the ea,st- from the L a t i n gold"/orkers 
t o the west. The presence i n i t h e area of palm s e l l e r s 
emphasises tha/fc p i l g r i m and l o c a l market a c t i v i t i e s were 
grouped very much together(see Chapter 14). I n c i d e n t a l l y , 
according t o our anonymous p i l g r i m , t h e r e were a number 

112 
of convents mingled among the shops.. C a t e r i n g a c t i v i t y 
was c a r r i e d oh i n M a l q u i s i n a t s t r e e t and s t u f f s were s o l d 
- as today - i n the Covered Suq.' Butchery was found i n the 
S t r e e t of the Temple "L'L^ and i n the S t r e e t of the Exchange 
(David S t r e e t ) were s t u f f s s e l l e r s and c»ndlemakers. 
A r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the C e n t r a l Business D i s t r i c t of 
medieval Jerusalem i s g i v e n i n Chapter 14. From Ludolph 
von Suchem we l e a r n t h a t by the 14th. Century the Holy 
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Sepulchre i t s e l f was used as a market f o r the sale of v i c t u a l s 
115 

at Easter. The segregation of r e t a i l i n g on occupational 
and ethnic grounds, not apparent i n the land use maps, i s 

116 
found i n many w r i t e r s i n c l u d i n g S i g o l i . 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t aspects of the l o c a t i o n of r e t a i l i n g 
seem t o be the.t i t has been f a i r l y constant i n one area - t h a t 
of the Muristan/Suq a l - A t t a i t i n / D a v i d S t r e e t . The c e n t r a l i t y 
of t h i s area together w i t h t l i e f a c t t h a t i t occurred a t the 
cross-roads of the two main s t r e e t s has undoubtedly i n f l u e n c e d 
t h i s l o c a t i o n and i n f a c t has produced a C.B.D. which i s a 
l i t t l e more meaningful than the fragmented shopping areas of 
many other medieval o r i e n t a l c i t i e s ( s e e Chapter 14 p. 3f? ) . 
A study of the accounts and the land use maps shows also t h a t 
t h i s K 2 H ± K E ± c e n t r a l i t y was surrendered i n p a r t by a gradual 
movement towards the Damascus Gate i n t h e - n o r t h and the J a f f a 
U-ate t o the west. - i n d i c a t i n g the s t r o n g i n f l u e n c e of the 
l o c a l market p r e f e r i n g a p e r i p h e r a l l o c a t i o n to. the n o r t h or 
west of the c i t y . There was also some p u l l by the Holy-
Sepulchre C&urch (see. F i g . 33). 

I n d u s t r y does not show i t s e l f s t r o n g l y on the- map of 
Jerusalem since u n t i l the 19th. Century there i s l i t t l e data 

. on t h i s , a c t i v i t y . - D y e i n g seems t o have been important i n the. 
11th.-12th. centuries"and since i t was undertaken•by the Jews 
who l i v e d near the Tower of David according t o Benjamin of 
Tudcla,^"^ i t can probably be assumed t h a t t h i s i n d u s t r y was 
al s o located, t h e r e . U-old working and r e t a i l i n g has alrea,dy 
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been mentioned as Ideated i n the U.B.D. but one Local 
i n d u s t r y which, does rece i v e some mention i n the p i l g r i m 
accounts i s l e a t h e r t a n n i n g . I t persisted, a t the Pool of 

119 
Siloam where there was ample water and the obnoxious e f f e c t s 
of t h i s i n d u s t r y gave i t a mention i n many d e s c r i p t i o n s . ". 

A g r i c u l t u r e was concentrated again i n the K i d r o n and 
121 

Hinnom v a l l e y s and on the Turonian spur ' i n the Middle Ages. 
There i s q u i t e a body of evidence t o show t h a t the Kidron 
v a l l e y and a l s o the lower(southern) end of the t u r o n i a n spur 
were.the main areas of a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y . 

A r c u l f u s gives us a u s e f u l l i t t l e account of the l o c a l 
a g r i c u l t u r e i n the e a r l y Arab p e r i o d . The land immediately 
t o the n o r t h of Jerusalem'it appears was too rough«an;ot stoney 
f o r f a r m i n g and was covered i n t h o r n s , but t o the east the land 
was covered w i t h o l i v e yards. There were also some vines and 
o l i v e s on the Mount of Olives but i n the general- o p i n i o n of 
ArcuTfus t h e r e were few t r e e s on that, h i l l and the land was 

122 
gi v e n over t o wheat and b a r l e y . Bernard the Wise mentions 
f i e l d s , v ineyards and. a garden i n the Kidron v a l l e y and 

12^ 
Mulcaddasi emphasises t h i s f e r t i l i t y of the K i d r o n . J He 
t e l l s us of gardens and vineyards there w i t h c u l t i v a t e d 
f i e l d s and says' t h a t ifehere were large gardens below 'Ain 
Silwan i r r i g a t e d by the overflow of t h a t pool and owned by 

12^ 
the V/aqf ( i . e . Moslem c o u n c i l ) . J Another form of land, use 
south of the Pool of Siloam was p i s c i c u l t u r e a t t e s t e d by 
F e t e l l u s i n the 12th. Century. 
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• That centu r y brought c e r t a i n d i f f i c u l t i e s , however. With-
the Crusader capture of Jerusalem, the l o c a l Moslem v i l l a g e s 

125 
refused t o produce food, f o r the c i t y but l a t e r the v a l l e y s 
were put down t o a g r i c u l t u r a l use under the ownership of the 
r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s . To. the European s e t t l e r s the land was 
rocky and unpromising, but as Theodorich mentions, where-

Inf. 

there wa,s some s o i l , t here was p r o d u c t i o n . Not only was 
the Kidron c u l t i v a t e d even t o some way below the Pool of 

127 
Siloam, but the Haram area, now under the c o n t r o l of the 
Templars, was p l a n t e d w i t h gardens, f o r i t received a supply . 

•J p D 

of water from tanks and the High- Level Aequeduct. Vine 
p r o d u c t i o n f l o u r i s h e d on the'Hinnom slopes by the C i t a d e l 

1 p O 
according t o Joannes Phocas and. the c u l t i v a t i o n i n 

129: 

the Hinnoin, i n the Haram and i n the Kidron were o f t e n 
mentioned by p i l g r i m s . I n f a c t the whole of the v a l l e y 
surrounds of the c i t y seems % t o have' been c u l t i v a t e d ( mainly 
With t r e e crops) and garden, land use extended t o be low Job's 
W e l l . 1 3 0 " 

Fo l l o w i n g the Moslem recapture of t h e ' c i t y t h e r e seems 
to. have been a d e . - i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of f a r m i n g economy i n the 
v a l l e y s f o r Ludolph von Suchem n o t i c e d not c u l t i v a t i o n but 
f l o c k s g r a z i n g , i n the. Garden of Gethsemane although . 
the general f e r t i l i t y of the area i s w e l l attested, by many -
v i s i t o r s . Tree-crops seem t o have dominated, the Mount of 
Olives i n the 14th. Century and t h e r e i s evidence f o r a-, 
g r a z i n g economy i n t e r m i n g l e d w i t h t h i s . I n f a c t t h e r e appears 
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t o have been a mixed f a r m i n g system o p e r a t i n g i n the 15th. 
^ e n t u r y i n the Kidron v a l l e y : John Poloner says t h a t f l o w e r s 
were c u l t i v a t e d i n the Place of Agony and by the Golden Gate 
(an o l d cemetery) and there were f i e l d s lower down the v a l l e y . 
but husbandmen and shepherds lived.(side by side?) a t the f o o t 
of the Mount of O l i v e s , probably i n the v i l l a g e of Gethsemane 

132 
o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o i n the Middle Ages. 

For th? l a t e r p a r t o f the medieval period t h e r e i s more 
evidence f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e s above the v a l l e y s . A 
very, important document i s the map of Berhhard von Breitenbach 
(1483) which shows Jerusalem i n p i c t u r e form (nnd wrongly 
o r i e n t a t e d ! ) and i s most u s e f u l i n t h i s c o n t e x t . The Haram area 
appears t o have held a number of t r e e s and empty spaces are 
v i s i b l e w i t h i n the c i t y w a l l s , although there i s no v i s i b l e 
s i g n t h a t they were c u l t i v a t e d . The area around Siloa,m appears' 
T j p . r t i c u l a r l y f e r t i l e on theamap, however. This map i s not 

TOO 

easy t o i n t e r p r e t but evidence t o support c u l t i v a t i o n 
w i t h i n the c i t y and t o the south of the w a l l s comes from 
F e l i x F a b r i who mentions a garden t o the west of the Holy .Sepulchre owned by the Greeks which produced oranges and 
nomegraniites. Another garden noticed- by 7r.bri was. on 
"Mount Gi.hon" which he c a l l s the gardens of Jerusalem. 
He. found t r e e s by the Pool of Si loan and gardens on Mount 

1 37 
Sion attached t o the L a t i n monastery.' However, t h i s 
monastery ^ t i l l had t o o b t a i n supplies from gardens i n the 
K i. dr on va l i e y i n Sura an 0 * s t i w?. 13 ft 
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I n -connl.vud on i i- o' n fc° r.?^ +,'.ar»t th? 1 ofj^.ti r»v» oC 
"•.Tic] r u r a l 1'-P/1 !3̂ :r? in. r.ii'i '"rou^'!! J ^ T ' i . " l c " i v/".̂  vcr , r- nuch 
conditioned by the r e l i e f !"nr'i ^?ol o^y "nd p a r t i c u l a r l y b.y 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y of water. I t was the. K i d r o n and Hinnom 
v a l l e y s 'which were t.he gardens of the c i t y g e n e r a l l y . The 
Mount of Oli v e s and other h i l l s supported t r e e crops and 
a g r a z i n g economy and i n the e a r l y Arab p e r i o d cei°eals were 
c u l t i v a t e d on the summit; but i t s openness t o a t t a c k and the 
poor nature of the s o i l m i t i g a t e d a g a i n s t i n t e n s i v e use.-
Other i n f l u e n c e s can be seen, e s p e c i a l l y the i n f l u e n c e of 
t.he C h r i s t i a n convents. For instance the pr o d u c t i o n . o f 
f i s h i n ponds was almost c e r t a i n l y t o sefve the L a t i n 
community and the presence of gardens on Mount Sion and i n • 
the Greek convent t e s t i f i e s t o an attempt by the C h r i s t i a n 
communities t o make themselves as f a r as possi b l e s e l f -
s u f f i c i e n t i n food. ' 

R e s i d e n t i a l Land Use 

The major land, use w i t h i n t.he c i t y w a l l s of any town i s , 
of course, t h a t of r e s i d e n t i a l housing. The e a r l y maps - and 
also "Host of the- p i l g r i m s - were no t very i n t e r e s t e d in. the 
o r d i n a r y houses and concentrated on the major r e l i g i o u s and 
secular b u i l d i n g s . Consequently we gain l i t t l e assistance 
from t.he Carabrai Map or any of the l ? t h . Century. maps vc 
possess f o r o n l y Church f o r t r e s s n.r? shown. I t i s 
u n r e l i a b l e t o a s ume t h a t a l l the space unoccupicl by such 
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b u i l d i n g s v.?"s given over t o r e s i d e n t i a l use f o r r-;R ba,f: "been 
FIOC:O. t^crr> were? 0 1 2 1 ) sp ice"' between the wr.lls which were 
e i t h e r waste or c u l t i v a t e d . Gome data i s a v a i l a b l e f o r extra­
mural suburbs but even t h i s i s U n i t e d . Tbus i n the 11th. 
and 12th. c e n t u r i e s there appears t o have been a s i z a b l e 
settlement at Gethsemane f o r apart from the reference given 

above (p.. 209)' an# anonymous 11th. Century p i l g r i m c a l l s 
l ^ o 

Gethnemr.no a " v i l l a g e " . So, does the Abbot Daniel v.'bo 
r e f e r s t o Bethany as "a l i t t l e country town." which h"\d a 
gate and several, e d i f i c e s . Here there seems t o have been 
a considerable suburb b u i l t around the c„s:-.-oci i.tions w i t h 
Lazarus, Martha and J'ary. From John of V/urtzburg we l e a r n 

140 
t h a t Bethany was a "town" and Bethphage once a . " v i l l a g e of 
r n r i f f s t s " . " ^ 1 " However much suburban growth there was t o the 
east of Jerusalem i n Crusader times, t h e r e appears t o have. 
been l i t t l e t o the south f o r the land was l a r g e l y BEESiHiEsl: 

142 
empty, of hou s i n g . • There appears t o have been ..some e x t r a ­
mural settlement by monks and recluses i n the S i l w a n a r e a , 
e s p e c i a l l y near Absalom's Pi liar}"^» Even a f t e r the 
'recon.nu.est of .Sal.ad.in t h e r e appears t o have, s t i l l , been 

145 
h e r m i t suburbs i n the lower Kidron. ^ However, before 
long these extra-mural h a b i t a t i o n s - d w i n d l e d . Bethany-
becomes a " v i l l a g e " a n d i n the e a r l y 15th. Century a 

147 
" c a s t l e " 7 although the anonymous 'Guide Book' c a l l s i t a 
"town" i n the 14th. Century. P i l g r i m terminology i s not 

http://Gethnemr.no
http://'recon.nu.est
http://of
http://Sal.ad.in
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as exact as t h a t of the geographer, but i t c?n be seen t h a t 
t h i s f c r e a s tern suburb f l u c t u a t e d c onsiderably i.n size and 
s t a t u s . Settlement p e r s i s t e d on top of the Mount of Oli v e s , 
f o r von Suchem records the presence of a v i l l a g e call?'d 
G a l i l e e t h e r e . I n the 15th. Century t h e r e were settlements 
at the f o o t of the Mount of Olives and. i n the SPJTIC 

150 
p e r i o d , F e l i x F a b r i rioted the G a l i l e e s e t t l e m e n t . However, 
from Suriano's account which comes a t the time when the 
Arab govern-.'ent f e l l t o the Turks, we l e a r n of r u i n e d 
houses i n the n.rea south of the c i t y w i t h great i n s e c u r i t y 

• 1 ̂ 1 
of person and pro p e r t y . " " A de c l i n e i n the r e s i d e n t i a l 
l a n d use area outside the w a l l s i s p l a i n l y p i c t u r e d i n t h i s 
and other l a t e accounts and p e r s i s t e d i n t o the Ottoman 
p e r i o d . 

So f a r the discussion, of the r e s i d e n t i a l area has been 
l a r g e l y confined t o extra-mural, suburbs. using mainly the .. 
evidence of p i l g r i m s . However, f i n a l l y , there must be some' 
treatment of the area w i t h i n , the w a l l s and here some maps 
are u s e f u l . The map of Breitenbach i s again c r u c i a l f o r 
While i t does not o f f e r the d e t a i l - l e t alone the accuracy -
of the Ci.vita.tes Orbis Terrarum map of 1588" (see below p.«</6 ) 
i t s p i c t o r i a l image of the c i t y i s i n v a l u a b l e . I t would 
appear t h a t by the 15th, Century.when t h i s map -was produced, 
the c i t y , which i n the previous century was described as 

152 
f u l l , of houses by one v i s i t o r , had begun t o show some 
gaps. Jerusalem was c e r t a i n l y not con t i n u o u s l y b u i l t up. 

http://Ci.vita.tes
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I t seems t h a t there was a Large area of open space w i t h i n . 
the present Jewish Quarter and the Armenian ^ u r i r t e r i n c l u d i n g 
one i n j f r o n t of the C i t a d e l or David's Tower and another west 
of the 'Hou^e of Anne'. The Haram area was, of course, 
l a r g e l y open space and the most densely s e t t l e d area of the 
c i t y appears toahave been, t h a t n o r t h of the Haram. Two or three 
large patches of housing appear south of the David S t r e e t -
S t r e e t of the Chain, l i n e . There i s the d i s t i n c t impression 
t h a t the c i t y was not f u l l . There may of course be some 
m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n here, since the gaps could be i n the map 
f o r v i s u a l e f f e c t and the Nuremberg map of H.Schedel (1492) 
gives a d i f f e r e n t p i c t u r e . However, Breitenbach i s given, 
added, c a r t o g r a p h i c support from another Schedel map and 
the Sebastian I.'iunster map of 1544. For c a r t o g r a p h i c accuracy 
the maps of Mun.ster and Breitenbach appear b e t t e r than e i t h e r 
of the Schedel maps, which are more decorative". 

I n c onclusion them', i t can be seen t h a t c e r t a i n aspects, 
of the land use of medieval Jerusalem are constant and others 
are. " f l u c t u a t i n g . The constants i n c l u d e :-

. 1) A p e r s i s t e n t C.B;D. i n -the area of the Muristan-and 
the c e n t r a l cross-roads. In. other words i t had a d i s t i n c t , 
c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n but w i t h some evidence of movement of i t s 
'tent?.cles' towards the two main gates and the main, holy 
places, e s p e c i a l l y . t h e Holy Sepulchre. 

2) A p e r s i s t e n t c o n c e n t r a t i o n of a g r i c u l t u r e i n the. 
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K i d r o n and Lower Hinnom v a l l e y s and t o a Lesser extent on. 
the J\?ount of O l i v e s . There was f l u c t u a t i o n of the margin of 
c u l t i v a t i o n , however, e s p e c i a l l y r e l a t e d t o the l e v e l of 
s e c u r i t y and p r o s p e r i t y . 

3) A p e r s i s t e n c e of c e r t a i n areas of r e l i g i o u s la,nd 
use: the Haram area, the HoLy Sepulchre, Mount Sion, 
the Place of Ascension (Moslem) and Lazarus's Tomb at 
Bethany. 
F l u c t u a t i n g f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e : -

1) The area under residence which depended upon the 
t o t a l l e v e l of p o p u l a t i o n which i n t u r n seems t o have 
f l u c t u a t e d w i t h the p r o s p e r i t y of the p i l g r i m t r a d e (see 
p. 140). Fig..8 i s given here t o show the gnowth of the 
p o p u l a t i o n of Jerusalem based on best contemporary' estimates 
i t shows a d i s t i n c t r e l a t i o n t o the f l u c t u a t i o n s i n 
p i l g r i m accounts ( F i g . 6.) and other i n d i c a t i o n s of. the 
p r o s p e r i t y of the p i l g r i m t r a d e . At times the c i t y w i t h i n 
the w a l l s has been f u l l , of c i t i z e n s and hence f u l l of houses 
w i t h suburban growth t o the south and ea,st; at times of 
depression gaps have appeared i n the land use map even 
i n the w a l l e d c i t y . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t suburban growth • 
when, i t occurred was t o the east and south, i . e . the reverse 
of t h a t la/fcer i n the l a s t century and. the reverse of t h a t 
of B i b l i c a l Jerusalem. The economic f o r c e s seem t o ha,ve been 
overcome by the a t t r a c t i o n of the holy s i t e s on Sion,.the 
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K i d r o n and the Mount' of u l i v e s . 
2) The area under minor r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s has also 

f l u c t u a t e d . I t reached i t s widest extent i n the medieval 
p e r i o d d u r i n g the Crusader era when C h r i s t i a n , s h r i n e s , 
hospices, convents, etc,abounded and were spread i n some 
d e n s i t y from the Convent of the Holy Cross in. the west t o 
Bethany i n the east. Afterwards, although the p i l g r i m s 
continued, t o come, i n s e c u r i t y , s c e p t i c i s m , and l a c k of 
p i l g r i m enthusiasm c o n t r i b u t e d t o a d e c l i n e , a r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n , 
and a disappearance of the more s p e c u l a t i v e and m y t h i c a l 
places. However, a t the same time, the Moslems increased 
t h e i r h o l y .places w i t h mosques, w e l i s , and. the Jews b u i l t 
some synagogues. . 
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CHAPTER .11 

OMOMAN JERUSALEM : miZ - 1917 

Extent of the Urban Area 
I n the Ottoman p e r i o d there is' i n c r e a s i n g abundance of 

maps which enable, a more accurate land, use p l o t t o be drawn. 
The two best e a r l y maps date from the 16th.. Cent.ury. One i s 
i n the C i v i t a t e s Orbis Terrarum by Braun and Hogenberg 

1 ? (Cologne) and the other i s the Genoa Map of 1588. The 
former i s almost a view r a t h e r than a map but gives valuable 
i n f o r m a t i o n on. the state- of the c i t y . . I t appears t h a t 
Jerusalem d i d not have very much in. the way of suburban 
development such as was n o t i c e d f o r the Byzantine and 
Crusader periods (pp. 179, 211) and. apefct from the monastic 
b u i l d i n g s on Mount Sion and a few other b u i l d i n g s of a 
r e l i g i o u s nature t o the south of the w a l l s the c i t y had 
l i t t l e i n the way of 'extra-mural growth. There i s a. large 
open space between the Holy Sepulchre Church and the Haram 
which may i n f a c t represent the Muristan( the Holy Sepulchre 
i s g iven as f a c i n g south-east) and the b u i l t - u p area extends 
as f a r as the' w a l l s only i n the n o r t h e r n sector. The whole 
of the w a l l s westwards of Herod's- Gate t o the C i t a d e l and 
thence round, t o the Haram(Al Ansa) i s separated from housing 
by open space. Of course, as mentioned i n the l a s t chapter, 
t h i s may be j u s t a c a r t o g r a p h i c a l device t o show the walls-
more c l e a r l y : and other maps of the p e r i o d are not very 
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h e l p f u l , i n v e r i f y i n g t h i s . The plan of Adrichom seems i n t e n t 
on. showing the B i b l i c a l c i t y and i s thus u n r e l i a b l e ; the 
maps of Genoa and Sandys show few b u i l d i n g s and. are of l i t t l e 
use i n assessing the b u i l t - u p area. However, Amico's plan 
•The True and'Real .City of Jerusalem as Found Today' seems 
g e n e r a l l y t o v e r i f y t h a t of Braun..There i s l i t t l e s ettlement 
outside the w a l l s and la r g e empty spaces i n s i d e . In p a r t i c u l a r j 
the area w i t h i n the western w a l l i s again shown as open space 
and so i s the area j u s t i n s i d e the Ding Gate. Apa,rt from a 
few r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s , the only extra-mural settlement i s t h a t 
on Mount Sion and even, t h i s seems to be w a l l e d a,round. Fina.1 
evidence f o r the lack o f any large urban, area i s provided by 
a map of 1738 by Kortey which shows many empty spaces w i t h i n 
the w a l l s and. l i t t l e s e ttlement o u t s i d e . ^ A p r i n t of Mount 
O l i v e t i n 1586 v e r i f i e s f u r t h e r t h a t t h e r e was l i t t l e urba.n 
spread t o the east i n the e a r l y Ottoman p e r i o d . 

Both Maundrell and Niebuhr found much waste w i t h i n the 
c i t y ^ . The l a t t e r ' s map shows l i t t l e i n s i d e the c i t y being 

7 
only a bare o u t l i n e . -Population estimates would, lead .us t o 
suppose t h a t the c i t y was. not large.. One r e l i a b l e source. 
gives us a, p o p u l a t i o n of 11,000 for. 1800. Later evidence f o r 
the s i z e . o f Jerusalem i s s i m i l a r and n e i t h e r Browne nor 
Conder could reckon, the c i t y ' s population, at more than 20,000, 
w h i l e Robinson c o l l e c t e d data from v a r i o u s sources-which gave 

o 

estimates from 10,000 t o 17,000.^'•This compares i l l w i t h 
Damascus's* 175,000 and B e i r u t ' s 70,000 which are Conder's 
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f i g u r e s . Cartogranhic evidence shows f u r t h e r t h a t u n t i l 
the l a s t decades of the 19th. Century t Jerus'lem d i d not cover 
an area even commensurate w i t h i t s w a l l s . Catherwood*s map 
of 1835 i s i n v a l u a b l e here and. shows "gardens of o l i v e , 
f i g and. p r i c k l y pear" c o v e r i n g most of the n o r t h - e a s t e r n 
q u a r t e r of. the c i t y . The map of A l d r i c h and Symons which 
i s only a few years l a t e r than Catherwood•s does, however, 
show a much l a r g e r b u i l t - u p area and Cat.herwood• s map may be 
u n r e l i a b l e . However, i t i s not inconceivable t h a t the 
b u i l d i n g s would be recent growth i n the 1830s f o r Robinson 
describes t h i s area i n the n o r t h - e a s t as under f i e l d s , gardens 
and. o l i v e t r e e s and says:"the whole having more the aspect of 
a v i l l a g e i n the country than of a q u a r t e r i n the city"''"''" 
The large open space i n s i d e the Dung Gate i s s t i l l i n evidence 
on Catherwood's map and. P i e r o t t i ' s plan, of 1.864 also shows 
these feature.s i n c l u d i n g a large garden w i t h i n the n o r t h ­
western p a r t of the w a l l e d c i t y and the"empty nature of the 
Muristan. Wilson's Ordnance Survey - the. best map of the c i t y 
before Mandate times. -.shows the emptiness of Jerusalem 
e s p e c i a l l y i n s i d e the n o r t h e r n w a l l and between the Dung Gate 
and Zion Gate. The maps of P i e r o t t i and Wilson are u s e f u l 
f o r comparison w i t h those of Catherwood and A l d r i c h and Symons 
They show t h a t there was the beginning of a, spread, of 
settlement o u t s i d e the w a l l s t o the north-west, spearheaded, 
by the Russian, compound, w h i l e there were s t i l l vacant p l o t s 
i n s i d e the w a l l s . Silwan appears t o have been e s t a b l i s h e d 



219 

again: indeed, w i t h the inaccuracy of e a r l i e r maps, i t may 
never have disappeared.. There appears, however, t o be no 
movement of urban, area onto the Mount of Olives and instead 
new growth i s concentrated, t o the north-west and outside the 
J a f f a Gate - t h i s movement i s seen s t r o n g l y on l a t e r maps such 

12 
as the 1882 map of K i e p e r t . By the end. of the Ottoman p e r i o 
maps are showing t h a t t h e r e i s as much urban area outside the 
w a l l s t o the north-west as there i s intra-mur'os. 
Area under P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s 

R e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s continued t o be an,. important item of 
land, use, but Jerusalem i n the Ottoman period did not possess 
the wealth of r e l i g i o u s shrines which pertained t o the Middle 
Ages - at l e a s t not u n t i l the beginning of the present, century 
The e a r l y maps and p r i n t s , of say the 16th., 17th., and 18th. 
c e n t u r i e s show, very few s i t e s outside the c i t y w a l l s and only 
majofc e d i f i c e s seem t o have been n o t i c e d i n s i d e . 

The Genoa map i s v e r y u s e f u l here, because of i t s c l a r i t y ' 
since i t shows l i t t l e else but the r e l i g i o u s buildings.. Very 
prominent are the Dome of the Rock - although A l Aq'sa seems 
t o have been ignored - the. Holy Sepulchre(shown by the symbol 
of a h i l l ) , the Mount Sion b u i l d i n g s , the churches of St.J^mes 
St. Anne (Moslem) and the House of Herod. This map can be 
V e r i f i e d from the 1610 map of Sandys which also shows i n 
a d d i t i o n the Aqsa mosque and from the C i v i t a t e s Orbis Terrarum 
map of Braun. The l a t t e r also shows a large walled, compound 
south of the Haram w a l l s and which would appear t o be t.h the 
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south-east of the Dung Gate; but i t s i n s c r i p t i o n as »Locus 
i n quo Petrus amare f l e v i t ' shows i t t o be St. Peter i n 
g a l l i c a n t o misplaced. Another u s e f u l map i s one of 1600 
c a l l e d 'jerus'-vem As I t i s Now' and shows 24 b u i l d i n g s as w e l l 
as the Haram and the main s t r e e t s . - A l l maps show a 
conspicuous lack of b u i l d i n g s i n the Gethsemane - Mount of • 
Olives area although the V i r g i n ' s Tomb must have been, there 
since i t i s of Crusader a r c h i t e c t u r e ^ and. i n any case i s 
shown on the 1738 map of Kort e . The 'True and Real C i t y of 
Jerusalem* shows t h i s tomb as w e l l as the tombs i n the middle 
Kidron - Tomb of Absalom, e t c . and a group of b u i l d i n g s 
c a l l e d "Gethsemane". There i s no i n d i c a t i o n a,s t o whether 
t h i s i s a convent, church, or the old. medieval hamlet. 

The s i t u a t i o n d e c l i n e d r a t h e r than improved, as the years 
went by f o r . Catberwood's map shows even more c l e a r l y and 
r e l i i & b l y the l o c a t i o n of r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s and some no 
longer e x i s t . The palace o f Herod has become f i e l d s : the 
Church " i n mjo Petrus amare f l e v i t " has disappeared or at 
l e a s t bf=cn reduced t o a cave; and the Hour-ie of Anne in. the 
present Jewish Quarter has disappeared. Gethsemane has only 
the. V i r g i n ' s Tomb and the Mount of Olives only St. Pelagia's 
and. the Ascension place mosnue. Da.vid fs Tomb on Mount S'ion 
beca.me a nv>sruo in. the 16th. Century. One type of b u i l d i n g 
does seem t o be on the increase i n the mid-Ottoman p e r i o d , 
and t h a t i s the . synagogue. The maps of P i e r o t t i and 7/ilson 
show a number of these. C e r t a i n l y by the middle of the 19th. 
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Century there i s an i n ere.-.en ng area found under r e l i g i o u s 
land, use. P r e v i o u s l y much bad been i n r u i n s or converter* t o 
other use. TTaundrell had not°d th-?.t t a x a t i o n had f o r c e d 
s e v e r a l communities even from the Holy Sepulcb.ro and i n 
b i s day (1697) only the L a t i n s , Greeks, Armenians and 
Copts were l e f t . The Armenians were i n debt ant' the Copts 
numbered 1 o n l y . ^ Browne considered the Holy Sepulchre t o 

15 
be i n r u i n s and Madden described one synagogue as a 
"miserable hovel.". 1'^ Outside the w a l l s , d e s o l a t i o n and 
e x p r o p r i a t i o n seem t o have g e n e r a l l y taken over. The 
'Turks had acquired not only tho Ascension place but also 

• 17 
Lazarus's Tomb. which i s s t i l l , i n Moslem hands. Bethany 

l Pi 

could boast an " o l d r u i n " c a l l e d Lazarus's G n.stle. 
I n Maundroll's time, St.PelagiaSs was a cave and i t seems 
g e n e r a l l y that- w h i l e the memory of the s a n c t i t y of many 
spots remained, churches above them had•disappearod by 1700 
and. the places e i t h e r l e f t waste or - i f venerated, by the 
Moslems -r- taken' over as mosques or we l i s . , 

Only in. the l a s t few decades of the 1.9th. Century does 
a great change become apparent. Both Wilson and P i e r o t t i 
show a garden and. c o n s t r u c t i o n over the Grotto of the 
Agony and a b u i l d i n g i n the .Grotto'of Jeremiah. However, 
the g r e a t e s t expansion of r e l i g i o u s Ir.nd use came a f t e r 
1865. K i e p e r t ' s maps show a great increase in. the number of 
r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s and so does Thomson's sketch map of 
1880. As these maps were e s p e c i a l l y drawn as guides f o r 

http://Sepulcb.ro


222 

p i l g r i m s , they are p a r t i c u l a r l y valuable as- evidence f o r t h i s 
type of land use. The increased i n t e r e s t i n the Holy Land 
by European C h r i s t i a n s and Jews can be seen r e f l e c t e d i n the 
i n c r e a s i n g number of churches, convents, synagogues, e t c . The 
Jewish and C h r i s t i a n q u a r t e r s i n p a r t i c u l a r show a s t r o n g 
increase i n r e l i g i o u s land use between 1864-5 ( P i e r o t t i ' and 
Wilson) and 1912 ( K i e p e r t ) . Outside the w a l l s a l s o , b u i l d i n g s 
were being c o n s t r u c t e d . The Paternoster nlace became used. 
again and i n 1888 t h a t s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e of the western slopes 
of the Mount of O l i v e s , the ST.Mary Magdalene Church was 

21 
b u i l t by the Russian Czar Alexander I I I . To the n o r t h , 
St. Stephen's Church was b u i l t i n 1882 by tho Dominican 
Fathers on the s i t e ox the Byzantine Church of t h a t name and 
St. George's 'Cathedral' was b u i l t nearby as the main B r i t i s h 
Church i n the c i t y . P r o t e s t a n t s were also at work i n e r e c t i n g 
new s t r u c t u r e s i n s i d e the Old C i t y , e.g. the A n g l i c a n C h r i s t 
Church and. another important new landscape f e a t u r e the Lutheran 
ElOserkirche (Church-of the Redeemer). Thus by the time the 
c i t y f e l l t o the B r i t i s h i n 1917, the amount of land i n 
Jerusalem under r e l i g i o u s usage was considerable and a lar g e 
p a r t of the a r c h i t e c t u r e of the c i t y was ' f o r e i g n ' and the • 
i n t e r e s t i n g mosaic of s t y l e s , now considered an important 
f e a t u r e of the c i t y , had been produced. 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e and, c u l t u r a l b u i M i n g s occupied, only a 
sm a l l area, of land, under Ottoman r u l e as i n the Middle Ages. 
The main stronghold, and seat of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . f o r the c i t y 
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and l i w a appears t o have remained i n the C i t a d e l which i s 
c a l l e d the ' C i t y Castle' on Catherwood.'s map. Somewhere between 
t h i s and. the Holy Sepulchre was a p r i s o n shown on the map i n 

22 
Amico's account. I n the l a s t century, not only was the 

2 3 
C i t a d e l a s t r o n g p o i n t J but there was a barracks t o the n o r t h 
of the Haram on the s i t e of the old Antoni.a f o r t r e s s of Herod 
(Wilson's map) and the house of the governor was i n t h i s area. 

Of other p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s there i s l i t t l e evidence on 
the e a r l i e s t maps or p r i n t s and the accounts do not d w e l l 
on them. There appears t o have been l i t t l e i n the nature of 
t h e a t r e s or other entertainments such as graced. A e l i a . 
Catherwood.'s map shows a number of baths, one o f f the S t r e e t of 
the Chain being the most c e n t r a l . As noted f o r e a r l i e r p e r i ods, 
the baths seem t o have been mainly i n the upper Tyropoeon 
probably f o r a combination of r e l i g i o u s reasons ( p r o x i m i t y t o 
the Haram) and. f o r h y d r o l o g i c a l reasons. 

Hospices, khans, and l a t e r h o t e l s have as already seen 
occupied much space w i t h i n the c i t y a t d i f f e r e n t t imes. There 
i s a marked d i s t i n c t i o n again between the Ottoman period 
p r i o r t o 1860 and t h a t a f t e r . I n the e a r l i e r c e n t u r i e s of 
T u r k i s h r u l e the hospices seem t o have been small i n number 
compared, w i t h the Middle Ages. A h o s p i t a l i s marked i n the 
Muri s t a n area i n Amico's map and. the L a t i n community, expelled 
from Mount Sion f i n a l l y towards the end of the 16th. Century, 
refounded i t s e l f inihsc the north-western corner of the 
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c i t y whore i t . gathered around i t the b u i l d i n g s f o r m i n g the 
present L a t i n Quarter (see Chapter 13) w i t h the hospice of 
Casa Nova at the heart. The L a t i n convent/hospice receives 
f r e q u e n t mention i n t r a v e l accounts f o r i t appears t o have 

24 
been the one ir? which most Europeans stayed. B a r t l e t t 
comments t h a t "the L a t i n convent had been, u n t i l w i t h i n a few 
years the h o t e l of almost a l l t r a v e l l e r s coming t o the 
Holy C i t y . " ^ Also i n existence were the Armenian Convent^ 
and other smaller hospices are .known about, c a t e r i n g f o r the 
v a r i o u s r e l i g i o u s and e t h n i c groups. There were a number of 
khans of the t r a d i t i o n a l Middle East type c a t e r i n g f o r the -
n a t i v e and. o r i e n t a l v i s i t o r . These included C h r i s t i a n ones 
such as the Coptic Khan, and also Moslem ones such as the 
Khan es-Zeit j u s t off^bhe sue; of t h a t name. There were 
carvanserais- s e r v i n g • commercial personnel as. w e l l as general, 
t r a v e l l e r s and Moslem p i l g r i m s . There was one near the .north­
west corner of the Haram and the s t r e e t l e a d i n g t o i t was 
named. Daraj as-Sarai; another was found i n the heart of the 
Moslem Quarter about h a l f way between the Suq Khan es-3e.it 
and the lEatiq el-Wad.. I t i s shown-by both V/ilson and 
K i e p e r t as f l o u r i s h i n g i n the 19th. Century and.today i s the 
Moslem Orphanage I n d u s t r i a l . School. 

The development at the end of the l a s t . c e n t u r y took the 
form of an expansion of hospice and khan land use w i t h the 
ad.dition of a new form of accommodation - the h o t e l ; t h i s 
.eventually replaced, most of the khans f o r o r i e n t a l v i s i t o r s , 

http://es-3e.it
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but has not replaced the hospices. Catherwood's map shows the 
L a t i n , . Greek and Armenian, hospices and. also a "House f o r 
Jewish p i l g r i m s " at the southern end of the Jewish Quarter, 
but by the time of KiepertSs 1912 map there are not only more 
hospices .but a l s o h o t e l s . A notable i t e m of land, use i n t h i s 
category was the Russian Compound which was mainly mad.'e up of 
hospice accommodation, and spe-arhead.?d the move t o the n o r t h ­
west w i t h the large ??rench feospice, the Notre Dame d.° Frarace. 
The A u s t r i a n Hospicefctook up the empty waste near the junction, 
of the Taria Bab 'Amud and the Via Dolorosa; C h r i s t Church 
was e s t a b l i s h e d as an A n g l i c a n hospice near the C i t a d e l and. the 
Casa Nova expa.nd.ed. Moslem khans were b u i l t to the n o r t h of the 
c i t y as w e l l as w i t h i n i t . ' In.. the Baed.ecker o f . 1882 f o u r h o t e l s 

28 
are l i s t e d , and the number* r a p i d l y increased. 

As a r e s u l t , n o t only was the area of the c i t y being 
expanded l a r g e l y by h o s p i c e / h o t e l c o n s t r u c t i o n , but large ' 
p a r t s of the Old C i t y were being converted to t h i s type of 
land use. H o s p i t a l s also increased i n 3IHHIH3CK number - there 
was one f o r Jews west of the Hinnom v a l l e y and a leper 
h o s p i t a l on the Gaza Road. A l l . t h i s emphasised the new 
d i r e c t i o n , of Jerusalem's growth. 
S t r e e t s 

Evidence f o r the changes i n the "zones of movement i n the' 
c i t y must come mainly from the maps; but the- e a r l y ones are 
u n r e l i a b l e . The Genoa map of 1588 shows s t r e e t s very c l e a r l y -

http://expa.nd.ed
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i t i s r e a l l y the f i r s t s t r e e t map of the c i t y - but the g r i d 
shown must be interpi'eted i n the l i g h t of other evidence. 
The s t r e e t from the J a f f a Gate around the Armenian Quarter, 
f o r example, i s shown, as curved, but th e r e i s no evidence t h a t 
i t ever took a course other than the present one. That 
David.Street would be on an alignment w i t h the C i t a d e l and some 
distance south of the J a f f a Gate does not t i e i n w i t h our 
knowledge of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y of the n o r t h e r n p a r t 
of the Armenian Quarter." The Genoa map does emphasise 

i 

t h a t t o the European v i s i t o r Jerusalem ha^s the. d i s t i n c t 
impression of s t r a i g h t s t r e e t s on a g r i d - i r o n pa.ttern; so does 
Sandys map but t h i s also gives some d i s t o r t i o n s which were 
probably".due t o the • d i r e c t ion of p i l g r i m ' routes r a t h e r than 
s t r e e t alignment. For instance he gives a diagonal s t r e e t 
r u n n i n g from the Damascus Gate.to St. James's convent. This 
can h a r d l y have e x i s t e d , even a l l o w i n g f o r a ' s h o r t - c u t ' 
across the empty Muristan, but i t may -represent a routeway 
taken by the p i l g r i m s t o avoid e i t h e r the crowded suns or 
the Moslem Quarter. Braun's map seems t o shoto a l l s t r e e t s 
converging on a c e n t r a l open space i n the Muxistan area, but 
t h i s must be taken as an u n r e l a i b l e piece of c o m p i l a t i o n 
from v a r i o u s and dubious s o u r c e s . ^ The most accurate s t r e e t 
p l a n of t h i s e a r l y p e r i o d ' i s the map/view of.Jerusalem by 
Francesco Quaresmus (1639). I t shows p»a s t r e e t p a t t e r n very 
s i m i l a r t o the present except t h a t the s t r e e t s i n the Jewish 
Quarter seem s t r a i g h t e r - than at present (see Ch. 13 p. aoa ). 
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The maps of Catherwood, A l d r i c h and. Symons, P i e r o t t i and 
Wilson agree on the main l i n e s O.f the s t r e e t s , but show 
some v a r i a t i o n s which may be genuine changes i n t h i s time of 
f l u x . The n o r t h - e a s t corner of t h e . c i t y on Catherwood.'s map 
i s l a r g e l y open f i e l d , but on Wilson's and P i e r o t t i ' s has 
s t r e e t s w i t h a s i m i l a r appearance t o the present. The f a c t 
t h a t the map of Quaresmus also shows these s t r e e t s might be 
ta.ken t o imply t h a t Ca,thcrwood. i s wrong and. they continued 
through the p e r i o d . Precise v e r i f i c a t i o n of many of the 
p o i n t s raised, on. the e a r l y maps must await the completion 
of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l survey of the Old C i t y being c a r r i e d out 
by the B r i t i s h School of Archaeology in. Jerusalem. However, i t 
would, seem t h a t there was l i t t l e profound m o d i f i c a t i o n d u r i n g t 
the Ottoman period, and. the main l i n e s of the s t r e e t s remained." 

Economic A c t i v i t y • 
Economic land use d u r i n g the Ottoman period, can be 

located, w i t h i n c r e a s i n g accuracy and. a f a i r l y c o r r e c t 
p i c t u r e b u i l t up. As the maps i n Volume I I show, there were 
v i t a l changes over the years. 

R e t a i l i n g a c t i v i t i e s i n Jerusalem Continued, t o be mainly 
c e n t r a l i s e d , around the Suq p , l - A t t a r i n / M u r i s t a n area but w i t h . 
some changes: mainly a d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of the bazaars as the 
period, progressed, and the d e c l i n e o f the Muristan i t s e l f t o • 
waste and. a g r i c u l t u r a l usage. This d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n can a l r e a d y 
be seen, on the Genoa map where two places are i n d i c a t e d as 
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"Bazzari ouero mercati d i Gerusalemrne" ( j u s t i n s i d e Herod's 
Gato) and the other on tJhe S t r e e t of "the Chain, i n tho corner 
made w i t h i t s meeting w i t h the southern branch of the s t r e e t 
c a l l e d the Suq e l Khawajat. This l a t t o r s i t e i s c e n t r a l , but. 
markedly f u r t h e r east than the heart of the medieval G.B.D. 
which was i n the Suq e l - A t t a r i n and. David S t r e e t . On the 
Amico map,- the c e n t r a l cross-roads i s shown, as a bazaar but. 
i t does not seem t o have been confined there although 
V/arburton, two c e n t u r i e s l a t e r , found, the bazaars concentrated 
in. one. q u a r t e r . P i e r o t t i ' s map .^ives a large baza'r i n 
the Suq e l R a t t a n i n and t h i s seoms t o have been the case when 
Catherwood. mapped Jerusalem f o r a s i m i l a r symbol i s given there 
i n h i s work.. The p r i n c i p a l bazaar according t o Catherwood, 
however, l a y i n the Suq a l - A t t a r i n s t i l l . B a r t l e t t , also 
in. Jerusalem im. the f i r s t h a l f of the l a s t century, found 
many small shops i n David S t r e e t and a corn market in. the 

32 • area o b v i o u s l y p e r s i s t i n g from the Middle Ages. Conder 
saw f r u i t s t a l l s i n David S t r e e t and also a cotton, bazaar 
near the 'Haram - probably the Sua e l fijattanin.^ By the 
1880s, there seems t o have been a g r e a t e r spread of the 
bazaa/rs, p o s s i b l y i n response t o the i n c r e a s i n g p i l g r i m / . 
t o u r i s t a c t i v i t y and general p o p u l a t i o n grov/th. On K i e p e r t ' s 
map, i f the term 'souk' can. be taken, as i n d i c a t i v e of a s t r e e t 
devoted t o r e t a i l i n g , then suqs occupied a l l of David S t r e e t , 
the whole of the Suq el-Lehhem/al-Attarin area, the Suq al. 

R a t t a n i n , the Sukket Deir el-Adas (see Chapter 14) and t h i s 
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probably does not exhaust the number of r e t a i l i n g c e n t r e s . 
Maundrell t o l l s us of t a t t o o i n g i n the Holy Sepulchre"^ 
and there w;is also a move towards the per i p h e r y . I t has 
already beon noted t h a t a small market was set up j u s t 
i n s i d e Herod's Gate (where one s t i l l e x i s t s ) ; t h e r e was also 
an important one around tho J a f f a Gate both i n s i d e and outside 
This market was remarked on by Geiske who, ne v e r t h e l e s s , 
regarded the e l - A t t a r in. area as the main bazaar. His a c t u a l 
d e s c r i p t i o n i s worth q u o t i n g : 

The bazaars of the c i t y . . . . . . s t r e t c h along the east side 
of the Muristan, southwards, t o David. S t r e e t . They 
c o n s i s t of three arched lanes, l i g h t e d , only by holes 
. i n the r o o f , and. hence very dark even at. noon. The 
western one i s the f l e s h market, but d i s p l a y s only p a r t s 
of sheep and goats, f o r very few oxeb or calves are used, 
f o r food. I n the other lanes, tradesmen of d i f f e r e n t 
kinds - f r u i t i e r s , o i l , g r a i n , and l e a t h e r ' s e l l e r s - s i t , 
cross-legged, i n dark holes i n the arched s i d e s , or i n 
f r o n t of these, w a i t i n g f o r business. ?Iere Jrou see a -.r 

row of shoemakers, . yonder a range of pipe-stem borers. 

F u r t h e r d e t a i l s of the wares and trades w i l l be given l a t e r i n 
Chapter 14 but the s p e c i a l i s a t i o n s are worth n o t i n g . T^ere 
was o b v i o u s l y some r e t a i l i n g land use d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n on 
grounds of q u a l i t y . Geifke f u r t h e r w r i t e s : 

David S t r e e t w i t h i t s d r e a d f u l causeway, can boast 
of tho goods.ot Constantinople, Damascus, Manchester, 
and Aleppo, but only in. small q u a n t i t i e s and. a t 
fabulous p r i c e s . Towards the Jewish Quarter most of the 
tradesmen, are shoemakers, t i n s m i t h s , and t a i l o r s , a l l 
of them working i n dark a.rches or cupboards, verytfstrange 
t o sec. Only i n C h r i s t i a n . S t r e e t and towards the top of 
David S t r e e t can some watery r e f l e c t i o n s of western 
ideas be seen. 37 

So the p a t t e r n by the end of the l a s t century was of a. 
c e n t r a l market spreading out i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s but e s p e c i a l l y 
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along the J a f f a Road ( e x t r a mural market) and. along David. 
S t r e e t . There was also some move n o r t h along the Suq Khan. 
es- Z e i t and along C h r i s t i a n S t r e e t . The l a t t e r r e f l e c t e d the 
i n f l u e n c e o f the Holy Sepulchre and. the L a t i n Quarter - hence 
i t was the main area f o r European type shops and. goods. The 
Suey e 1-5 at t a n i n was also p r o b a b l y a f e a t u r e i n f l u e n c e d by the 
presence of the Haram but i t never seems to have f l o u r i s h e d 
even as a Los 1 em war Ice t . The other movements were a l l i n f l u e n c e d 
by obvious commercial c o n s i d e r a t i o n s and there seems t o have 
been no permanent ethnic markets a t a l l i n the c i t y . 

I n d u s t r y has appeared only r a r e l y i n t r a v e l accounts 
or wen o f f i c i a l documents.-and i t i s only towards the end of 
the Ottoman pe r i o d t h a t 'much d e t a i l i s a v a i l a b l e . .Tanning, . 
as we have seen, has been a p e r s i s t e n t f e a t u r e of the Pool 
•of S i loam and. Biaundre 11-noticed t h i s ' a c t i v i t y a t tnc end of 
the lTjsh. C e n t u r y H e a l s o - n o t i c e d i n the F l a g e l l a t i o n 
place a weaver's shop: t h i s i n d u s t r y was l a t e r t o be r e v i v e d 

39 
under the auspices of the Jerusalem C o u n c i l . On the map 
of Catherwood., soap-boiiers' houses are marked, along the upper 
p a r t of the Suq Khan e s - Z e i t . This s t r e e t was o b v i o u s l y more 
i n d u s t r i a l i n usage than r e t a i l i n g as i t i s now. P u l l i n g i s 

by some w r i t e r s 
shown fiExSs5*^aKS?as^±sx»ap as an a c t i v i t y south of the T r i p l e 
Gate of the l i a r am e n c l o s u r e . ^ 0 Bart l e t t ' found, p r i n t i n g presses 

41 
i n operation i n both the L a t i n and. the Greek Convents. Much 
of the i n d u s t r y of Jerusalem, however, was i n the suqs as p a r t 
of p r o d u c e r / r e t a i l e r f a m i l y businesses. 



231 

A g r i c u l t u r e as a land use f e a t u r e i n Jerusalem seems t o 
have consited of a long period, of encroachment i n t o the area 
w i t h i n the w a l l s , followed, "by i t s r e t r e a t as the c i t y l a t e r 
expanded.. Again, much data i s obtained from the maps and 
p r i n t s and. indeed f o r most.of the 16th. and 17th. c e n t u r i e s 
t h e r e i s l i t t l e other evidence a v a i l k A l e . We have already 
seen above (p.217) t h a t the b u i l t - u p area r a p i d l y r e t r e a t e d 
after- the Ottoman conquest, of Jerusalem and I'-tft many empty 
spaces w i t h i n the c i t y . Those were g e n e r a l l y taken up f o r 
a g r i c u l t u r a l purposes, i f not c u l t i v a t e d , then at l e a s t 
grazed. Braun's map i s v a l u a b l e i n d e p i c t i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l 
land, use i f due p o e t i c l i c e n c e i s allowed, f o r the luscious 
green palm t r e e s ! He shows much, open space w i t h i n the c i t y y 
e s p e c i a l l y around the perimeter but i t appears t o be f a i r l y 
b a r r en and waste apart from some symbols which obv i o u s l y 
i n d i c a t e gardens. Outside, there i s H tree± c u l t i v a t i o n i n 
the lower K i d r o n and Hinnom and. t o the north-west of the c i t y 
on. 'Mount Gihon'. Korte'iS map of 1738 shows t r e e c u l t i v a t i o n 
on the .Mount of Olives and. Mount S i on. but the open spaces 
w i t h i n the w a l l s have a hump symbol apparently i n d i c a t i n g 
waste. This may have been used, f o r g r a z i n g . An e a r l i e r map 
of. 1578 shows again.,, many t r e e s outside the w a l l s and trees 
i n the Haram enclosure, but l i t t l e other i n f o r m a t i o n . The 
•Nova Urbs Ierusalem' map of Harant shows c l e a r l y t r e e 
growth outside the w a l l s on Mount S i on and 0">hel and i n the 
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K i d r o n . This i s v e r i f i e d by Quaresmus. Prom hi s map, there 
appears t o be t e r r a c e c u l t i v a t i o n of t r e e s on Sion and o l i v e s 
and other t r e e s i n the K i d r o n . The Armenian, convent gardens 
on t h i s map are also w e l l planted w i t h t r e e s . That there wore 
g e n e r a l l y gardens w i t h i n the c i t y w a l l s we lenrn. from , 

42 
Maundrell who n o t i c e d one i n s i d e Sion. Gate . He seemed 
impressed w i t h the garden, at Gethsemane which he descibes as 
an even, p l o t of land, 50 yards square w i t h o l i v e t r e e s : there 
was an export t o S p a i n . ^ Niebuhr was not so impressed w i t h 
the a g r i c u l t u r e of Jerusalem and so gives l i t t l e d e t a i l . At 
the beginning of the' l a s t century, o l i v e s we^e i n abundance on 
the Mount of Olives and. t h e r e was a garden around the Pool 
of S i l o a m . ^ .War bur t o n , although seeing Gethsemane as only 

4 5 
"a small grove" sixsit and waste spaces w i t h i n the c i t y , d id 

AC 

n o t i c e o l i v e t r e e s and gardens.to the west-of the Hinnom. 
In. the 19th. Century, the maps are i n v a l u a b l e f o r data of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l land use. Catherwood's map i s almost a land use 
map i n t h i s r e s p e c t ! On .his map the open spaces w i t h i n the 
Dung Gate and. Herod's Gate are c l e a r l y shown, as are. the open 
Armenian Gardens and the Muristan. The l a t t e r m we learn, from 

47 
Wa.rren and Conder, was s t i l l a ploughed f i e l d i n 1884'. The. 
area i n the ;north-east 'was under gardens according t o 
Catherwood, mainly of o l i v e s , f i g s and the p r i c k l y pear - the 
l a t t e r i n d i c a t i v e of non-intGnsive use. There i s a l s o an area H 
n o r t h of the J a f f a Gate c a l l e d 'Bethsheba's Garden' although 
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from the amount of built.-dp are - 1, i t cannot hay* been a. 1. rge 
p l o t . The area w i t h i n the Dung Gate appears t o have b^en 
waste a t t h a t time. Outside the c i t y w a l l s , Catherwood gives. 
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n . The ICidron v a l l e y contained o l i v e s 

e 
throughout. most of i t s l e n g t h w i t h vineyards also i n the 
upper p a r t . F i e l d s seem, t o be i n d i c a t e d i n the Hinnom 
v a l l e y below the Sultan's Pool but t h e r e i s no i n d i c a t i o n 
of tho crops. On Mount Sion. there wsrB o l i v e and f i g t r e e s 
and. also o l i v e p l a n t a t i o n s outside the Damascus Gate. P r i n t s 
by Arundale ( 1833) also show o l i v e s and. other t r e e s around 
Jerusalem but t h a t very a t t r a c t i v e view of the c i t y by the 
l i b r a r i a n of the Armenian convent shows the environs of the 
c i t y as l a r g e l y barren. The t u r o n i a n plateau n o r t h of the 
walled, c i t y had" l i t t l e on. i t at t h a t time apart from th? o l i v e 
t r e e s but Warren -and. Conder l a t e r noted t h a t the area was 
under corn as w e l l as o l i v e s : i n Catberwood's time i t appears• 
t h a t i t s main use was f o r cemetari.es. N e c r o p o l i t a n land use 
was also found - as today - outside the e '.stern w a l l of the 
c i t y and. on the slopes of the Mount of O l i v e s , where the 
deceased, could, await the r e t u r n of Jesus/Mohammod/ the Messiah. 
I f modern a g r i c u l t u r a l uses can be a guide, these cemetari?s 
would also have provided much of the c i t y g r a z i n g lands. Of 
the Haram area, Cat her wood, t e l l s us n o t h i n g but an. engraving 

49 
i n Thomson's 'Pa l e s t i n e ' shows many t r e e s i n the enclosure. 
T h i r t y years a f t e r Catherwood, P i e r o t t i shows also many t r e e s 
i n the Haram but the p r a c t i c a l disapoearance of t;.:ip gardens 

http://cemetari.es
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i n the n o r t h - e a s t e r n corner of the c i t y . Large enclosures 
arc shown i n the upoer K i d r o n and below the Pool of Siloam, "' 
showing th? i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of a g r i c u l t u r e unoer the pressure 
of the g r o v i n g p o p u l a t i o n . Wilson's Ordnance Survey shows grei 
d e t a i l w i t h i n the w a l l s and provides almost a complete Land 
use p l o t of the c i t y - i n 1.865. According t o t h i s map, the 
only a g r i c u l t u r e l e f t w i t h i n the c i t y w a l l s i s some tr<=e 
c u l t i v a t i o n i n the n o r t h - e a s t angle: a gard°n i n s i d e the 
De/ng Gate and du? _ south of A l Ansa; th? liar am: and the 
Armenian gardens. Waste occur,?. ,iust i n s i d e the Dung Gr.te and 
at the southern end o f Rarat el^-Yahud. According t o A l d r i c h 
and Symons, much of the southern -waste areas had been under 
p r i c k l y pear. Tree' c u l t i v a t i o n appears t o abound, outside the 
w a l l s on Wilson's map and p a r t i c u l a r l y - around the B i r k e t es-
S u l t a n . .Also the area outside the north-western w a l l of the 
c i t y lories q u i t e w e l l v/oodod w i t h p l a n t a t i o n s j u s t outside 
the Damascus Gate. K i e p e r t ' s maps show h e a l t h y gardens both 
w i t h i n and w i t h o u t the w a l l s i n c l u d i n g one w i t h i n the n o r t h -
west angle of the c i t y near the present New Gate. - P r i n t s 
can v e r i f y the maps here. Gei»ke's mammoth work of 1891 
has many p r i n t s which show the extensive gardens a t the 

50 
j u n c t i o n of the Hinnon and Kidron and the general f e r t i l i t y 

51 
of the v a l l e y s . His engraving of the Garden of Gethsemane 
and the Mount of Otivss shows extensive t r e e c u l t i v a t i o n . 

From the evidence a v a i l a b l e w i t h regard t o the l o c a t i o n 
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of a g r i c u l t u r a l Land use, i t can be seen t h a t the p a t t e r n 
of c o n c e n t r a t i o n in. the K i dron and Hinnom - noted when 
d e a l i n g w i t h medieval Jerusalem - continued but i n ad.ditj.on 
t h e r e was much more a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y w i t h i n the w a l l s , 
perhaps p a r t l y on account of the i n s e c u r i t y f r e q u e n t l y noted 
by t r a v e l l e r s . Warburton goes so f a r as t o c a l l , the c i t y 
"the. c o l l e c t i o n of v i l l a g e s t h a t i s called, the c i t y " such 
was the amount of open space. The l a t e r growth of the c i t y 
under the impetus of the p i l g r i m t r a d e , w h i l e i t took much 
a g r i c u l t u r a l , land f o r b u i l d i n g , i n t e n s i f i e d , the use of what 
was l e f t . 
R e s i d e n t i a l Land. Use 

As may -be assumed, from the f o r e g o i n g s e c t i o n , the amount 
of land given, over t o r e s i d e n t i a l housing declined d u r i n g 
the Ottoman period, u n t i l about 1860 when i t began t o 
increase r a p i d l y . No i n d i c a t i o n i s g i v e n on the Genoa.map or 
t h a t o f Sandys of r e s i d e n t i a l , land use: however, others are 
more h e l p f u l . Korte's map shows the " c i t y n i c e l y d i v i d e d i n t o 

vera 

an. area of I M W neat l o o k i n g b u i l d i n g s j u s t west of the Haram 
area, anothei" b l o c k in. the n o r t h - e a s t , and the r e s t f a i r l y 
scattered, w i t h muchtopen space. Braun.'s map also shows a 
densely s e t t l e d n o r t h - e a s t e r n p a r t of the c i t y w i t h close 
housing and. the area of the present Jewish Quarter seems -
apart from the p e r s i s t e n t open space i n s i d e the Dung Gate -
t o be l a r g e l y r e s i d e n t i a l . Amico's map shows dense settlement 

http://ad.ditj.on
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around the HoL.y Sepulchre ?n.G also i n the n o r t h - e a s t e r n 
n u a r t e r . K a u n d r e l l seemed t o observe t h a t the Holy Sepulchre 
had some a t t r a c t i v e f o r c e f o r settlement i n the c i t y , w.hich 

5 T 

may be so. However,' n e i t h e r the map of Korte nor t h a t of 
Braun. would, i n d i c a t e t h a t t h i s Church, was t h a t i m p o r t a n t . 
There has g e n e r a l l y been, l i t t l e r e s i d e n t i a l housing i n t h i . 
important c e n t r a l xiaiH&.area.The map of Quarismus and the 
account of Maundrel.l jo i n , i n g i v i n g the impression, of much 
empty space w i t h i n , the c i t y and a lack -of d e n s i t y of 
s e t t l e m e n t , as does V/arburton quoted above. Houses according 

54 
to T5auridre 11 were i n a s t a t e of n e g l e c t while of e x t r a - . ^ 56 mural settlements only Bethany" and Silwan " gain, p e r s i s t e n t 
reference i n the accounts-. 

On Catherwood's map which s?ems t o mark* the lowest 
p o i n t of the c i t y ' s s i z e and area the n o r t h - e a s t r e s i d e n t i a l 
area depicted so s t r o n g l y on e a r l i e r maps hap given way t o 
gardens apart from a tongue o f b u i l t - u p area i n the Shaiq 
Muhammad Darwish q u a r t e r . Much of the C h r i s t i a n and. Armenian 
Quarters seem give n over t o p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s TSSLA and. i n f a c t 
the main r e s i d e n t i a l areas appear t o be the c e n t r a l p a r t of 
the Moslem Quarter and the Jewish Quarter. Silwan v i l l a g e 
s t r a g g l e s along the Kidron v a l l e y nejar the V i r g i n ' s Fountain 
and there i s a small settlement around Job's W e l l . There seems 
t o have been no other r e s i d e n t i a l suburb around the c i t y , 
although Madden noted in. 1829. t h a t the Tombs of the Kings 
were i n h a b i t e d . 
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The c o n t r a s t between Catherwood's map and those of 
Wilson and P i e r o t t i shows c l e a r l y the move towards a g r e a t e r 
e x t e n t of land under r e s i d e n t i a l housing i n s i d e and o t s i d e 
the w a l l s . There was now a v i l l a g e on the summit of the Mount 
of O i l i v e s ^ and a few b u i l d i n g s t o the n o r t h and/vest of the 
c i t y . The expansion of r e s i d e n t i a l area i s shown on the 
•maps of K i e p e r t as..continuing w i t h Jewish settlements such as 
t h a t of Montefiore west of the Hinnom and a general increase 
i n the numbers o f b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n and outsdSdo the c i t y w a l l s . 

I n f a c t by the time the B r i t i s h tooV control, o f the 

c i t y ' s a f f a i r s , " t h o r e s i d e n t i a l spread t o the n o r t h and west 
had gone so f a r t h a t the Old C i t y was r a p i d l y becoming a 
r e l i g i o u s suburb of a new l a r g e r urban e n t i t y . There Was 
a considerable, lay-out of r^treets^an^. suburbs as f a r out as 
the S y r i a n Orphanage w i t h w e l l planned. Jewish suburbs 
co v e r i n g the h i l l slopes on e i t h e r side of the road t o J a f f a , 
and the Temple colony spearheading a s i m i l a r move, t o the south­
west around the r a i l w a y s t a t i o n . E a f r et-Tur on the Mount of 
O l i v e s began t o grow and houses had by. 1.917 apoeared in. f a i r 
d e n s i t y t o the n o r t h as f a r as Sheik Jarrah. ,• 

With the general .outlines of the progress of land .use 
i n the c i t y , s p e c i f i c aspects of the urban morphology of 
Jerusalem can now be s t u d i e d i n more d e t a i l , i n the next 
and f i n a l s e c t i o n . 



SECTION D 

ASPECTS OP URBAN MORPHOLOGY 

Using the survey of land.use development as a base, 
t h i s section w i l l study i h more d e t a i l c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c 
aspects of the urban morpholgy of Jerusalem. These aspects 
are selected as those, best suited to enable an assessment 
to be made of the impact of r e l i g i o n dn the morphological 
growth of the c i t y . 
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CHAPTER 12 

THE LOCATION OP RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY 

Introduction 

I t i s c l e a r from what has been said so f a r that of a l l 
the buildings i n the 'townscape 1 of Jerusalem since at Least 
the time of Constantine, those under r e l i g i o u s ownership and 
use have dominated the r e s t . I t i s therefore necessary to 
deal with them f i r s t of a l l as prime items i n the urban 
morphology of Jerusalem f or they provide not only the most 
impressive buildings but also the f o c i of r e l i g i o u s , s o c i a l , 
commercial, and even - e s p e c i a l l y under the m i l l e t system -
administrative a c t i v i t y . Their location and r e l a t i v e importance 
i s thus of great significance to the geographern more so than 
i n most other c i t i e s . I n Chapter 6, the importance of holy 
s i t e s as sectors of the pilgrim trade was dealt with and some 
comments made on the fluctuations i n the number of s i t e s 
down the ages and t h e i r r e l a t i v e importance. Here attention 
w i l l be paid to t h e i r location and significance i n the t o t a l 
morpholggy of Jerusalem. 

Apart from obvious d i s t i n c t i o n s between the dif f e r e n t 
r e l i g i o u s groups, there are differences i n r e l i g i o u s land use 
which are shared by a l l f a i t h s . While often one usage w i l l 
merge into another(e.g. a Church may be attached to a convent) 
the differences are s t i l l important and a f f e c t r e l a t i v e impact. 
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The main types of r e l i g i o u s building are: 
1) Congregational worship building - church, mosque or 

synagogue. 
2) Commemorative building - the above and also tombs, 

wel i s , caves, and sacred spots. 
3) Monasteries and convents - mainly confined to the 

C h r i s t i a n community, apart from the Derwishes. 
4) Schools and colleges 
5) Hospices and h o s p i t a l s . 

I t i s important to distinguish the holy s i t e proper 
from functional structures. :Thus E l i n o r Moore reminds us 
that there are congregat io n a l churches which cater for the 
worship of the populace and commemorative churches which are 
memorials to a person or event.^" Thus for the Armenians, 
t h e i r possessions i n the Holy Sepulchre are commemorative; 
theor cathedral of S t . James i n primarily congregational. 
The former i s the main pilgrim centre;, the l a t t e r the focus 
for the resident community. There was also i n Byzantine and 
medieval times a t h i r d type of building, the 'metochia*, i,e 
a building which was the Jerusalem representative- of a 
large church or monastery some distance from the c i t y . Very 
frequently a commemorative church would "become also a 
congregational one i f i t belonged to a small community 
(e.g. the Coptic holdings i n the Holy Sepulchre) but among 
the communities with a large native following - e s p e c i a l l y 
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the Greek Orthodox - the d i s t i n c t i o n i s c l e a r . Hence many of 
the congregational churches of the eastern r i t e s , although 
ancient and i n t h e i r way a t t r a c t i v e , are often tucked away 
Unknown and unsung i n back a l l e y s , attemded by the l o c a l 
inhabitants but r a r e l y v i s i t e d by pilgrims. Their influence 
on the •townscape* i s small since they are hardly d i s t i n g u i s h ­
able from the houses and t h e i r influence on morphological 
development i s small also, since they follow the location of 
the r e s i d e n t i a l areas and do not create them. There i s i n 
general here something of a d i s t i n c t i o n between C h r i s t i a n i t y # 

and Islam and Judaism^in contribution to the landscape, as 
2 

pointed out by Sopher. C h r i s t i a n s have tended to build a 
s p e c i a l church building for each settlement community, 
whe^as Islam and Judaism place more importance on the presence 
of a quorum of members and t h e i r r e l i g i o u s buildings are l e s s 
impressive and l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t i n terms of the ph y s i c a l 
lanscape (Haram area excepted!). The explanation of t h i s l i e s 
l a r gely i n the importance of weekly or even d a i l y congregationa 
worship and fellowship i n C h r i s t i a n i t y and the p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
of a l l - men and women - together i n acts of worship. This 
requires extra space. Islam and Judaism do not allow women 
the same p a r t i c i p a t i o n and i n the case of the l a t t e r , public 
woship i s confined largely to the sabbath; and i n Islam 
to Fridays, the da i l y prayers being l a r g e l y personal 
a f f a i r s . Many mosques and synagogues, consequently, are no 
more than rooms i n houses or niches i n bazaars.^ 
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The Moslem and Jewish communities also strongly 
emphasise the d i s t i n c t i o n "between congregational and commemor­
ative buildings: however a t t r a c t i v e many of the smaller 
mosques and synagogues may be they have not the significance 
of the holy s i t e s . Thusnthe Hurva Synagogue does not compete 
with the Wailing Wall or David*s Tomb - i t has no inherent 
s a n c t i t y and has been destroyed and neglected without serious 
l o s s . S i m i l a r l y , even old mosques such as E l Kanqeh, are of 
l o c a l importance only - they do not compete with the Dome of 
the Rock and A l Aqsa, the l a t t e r being the main congregational 
•Friday 1 mosque of Jerusalem as well as a holy s i t e . 

I t i s worth further noting that from a holy s i t e or a 
congregational church, a ful l y - f l e d g e d 'compound1 can emerge 
as further buildings or functions are added(see below p. jot ) 

These can prove great a t t r a c t i o n s to commercial a c t i v i t y as 
w e l l as centres of worship or community l i f e . 

With these points i n mind, the areas of r e l i g i o u s 
a c t i v i t y w i l l now be discussed. The map Pig. 16 shows the 
percentage of land throughout the c i t y i n r e l i g i o u s hands 
and i t can be c l e a r l y seen that f a r from r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y 
being evenly spread, i t i s d i s t i n c t l y concentrated. There 
are some parts of the c i t y which p o s i t i v e l y b r i s t l e with 
churches, convents, mosques and hospices; others are largely 
occupied by r e s i d e n t i a l houses or public buildings of a 
secular nature. I n p a r t i c u l a r , there i s a divide down the 
centre of the Old C i t y formed of X K S E I r e s i d e n t i a l and secular 



241 

usage separating two areas of pronounced r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y . 
This divide extends from the Damascus Gate and through the 
Moslem Quarter to terminate at the Street of the Chain, where 
the Jewish Quarter with i t s many synagogues and the Mugharibey 
Quarter intervene and l i n k the Mount Sion/Armenian Quarter 
area of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y with the Haram enclosure. There 
i s a further wedge of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y along the Via 
Dolorosa which l i n k s the C h r i s t i a n Quarter with Gethsemane 
and the Mount of Olives to the east. Thus Jerusalem has c e r t a i n 
• r e l i g i o u s quarters 1 i n contrast to secular •quarters* which 
add to the B O B S mosaic of architecture and a c t i v i t y i n the c i t y . 
This i s not unique since many old. c i t i e s have t h e i r Harams, 
or cathedral closes with r e l i g i o u s buildings of a l l types 
clustered round (e.g. Wells, York, Durham). The d i s t i n c t i v e 
features of Jerusalem are the m u l t i p l i c i t y of such areas and 
t h e i r differences on the basis of deep cleavages between the 
three f a i t h s involved. 

The following are the main areas of intense r e l i g i o u s 
a c t i v i t y which w i l l be examined: 

1) C h r i s t i a h Quarter 
2) Haram esh-Sharif and Jewish Quarter 
.3) Mou#t Sion/Armenian Quarter 
4) The Via Dolorosa Link 
5) Gethsemane and the Mount of Olives 
6) Other areas and f o c i 



F i e . 9 

o 
o o 

o 
MAIN ROMAN CATHOLIC SITES 

1968 

@ L a t i n 

© Uniate 
O B u i l t since 1917 



FIG. 10 

o 

0 
o oo Hp no om 

o 
o 

[7 
o 

10 MAIN GREEK ORTHODOX SITES 
O Greek Orthodox 

1968 
d» Russian Orthodox 



FIG. 11 

FIG. 11 MAIN ARMENIAN SITES 



Plff. 12 

© 

© 

7 

FIG. L2 MAIN! SITES : MINOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES 

Holy Sepulchre 
A n g l i c a n 
Non -denpminati on a1 
B a p t i s t 

d Lutheran 
e Maronite 
f S y r i a n Orthodox 
g Coptic ( i n c . E t h i o p i a n ) 



PIG. 13 

o . 

[G. 13 MAIN JEWISH SITES 

® Holy s i t e 

Synagogue 



FIG. 14 

MAIN MOSLEM SITES 0 Holy s i t e s 

Mosques of 
con g r e g a t i o n a l use 

•A 



242 

1) The C h r i s t i a n Quarter 
This area i s probably the most crowded quarter of 

Jerusalem i n terms of r e l i g i o u s buildings and a c t i v i t y . 
Apart from the Holy Sepulchre complex and perhaps the Siddi 
Omar Bosque, a l l the buildings are e i t h e r intended for 
congregational worship or are hospices, convents or places 

t 
of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l administration. Although the communities 
have frequently changed property over the centuries (for 
f i n a n c i a l or other reasons) the whole quarter has maintained 
from Byzantine times a townscape dominated by buildings . 
under r e l i g i o u s usage i n a v a r i e t y of a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s . 
The percentage of land under r e l i g i o u s use here i s higher 
than any comparable area i n the c i t y (except the Haram 
enclosure) and has been accompanied by souvenir shops 
i n many places (see Pig. 16 and below p.£?»). 

The Holy Sepulchre Church i s the main s i t e i n the area 
and the p r i n c i p a l holy s i t e of Christendom. Hence the 
a t t r a c t i o n of t h i s quarter for C h r i s t i a n s . O r i g i n a l l y a 
pagan sanctuary of Ae l i a , j u s t north of the c i t y ' s forum, i t 
rose to fame i n the Byzantine era with i t s discovery and 
three main e d i f i c e s were constructed there: i ) a rotunda 
shaped church - the Anastasis over the tomb i i ) a courtyard 
around the rock of Calvary i i i ) a b a s i l i c a known as the 
Martyrion (witness) where the »true cross* was found. ^ 
There was also an atrium (entrance chamber) l i n k i n g the 
t r i p l e structure to the main north-south cardo of th° c i t y . 



243 

Over the centuries, the Church (or to be more correct, amalgam 
M 

of churches) has been a l t e r e d , p a r t l y to accomodate more 
pilgrims and p a r t l y i n reply to destruction by f i r e , earthquake, 
foreign invaders (such as the Persians i n 614) or the Moslems 
(as under Hakem ) . The Crusaders v a s t l y improved the building, 
shortening i t s length and the present structure i s b a s i c a l l y 
that constructed then, although mostjof i t had to be r e b u i l t 
i n the early 19th. Century due to destruction by f i r e i n 1808. 
The present buildings including chapels and couttyards i s 
about 100 x 50 metres square with aa equivalent area of 

5 
adjacent church buildings adding to the t o t a l complex. The 
Holy Sepulchre and Calvary are of great i n t e r e s t to a l l the 
non-Protestant communities and the major groups have holdings 
inside the building as shown i n Pig. 18 . The Greek Orthodox 
Church i s probably the dominant group andar was c e r t a i n l y so 
f o r most of the Byzantine, medieval and Ottoman periods, 
except for the period of the L a t i n Kingdom. The ceremonies 
of the Greek r i t e , such as the Holy P i r e Kaxsasray ceremony, 
attracted multitudes of native C h r i s t i a n s i n the Middle 
Ages; there are now fewer pilgrims of the Greek r i t e , however. 
The Latins compete with the Greeks for supremacy i n the 
Holy Sepulchre but have generally had to take second place. 
In recent years, however, the wealth of the L a t i n nations 
and the influence of the Pope as w e l l as the large number and 
wealth of Roman Catholic pilgrims have contributed to making 
the Sepulchre and Calvary very much more L a t i n rather than 
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Greek shrines. The Armenians have also important r i t e s i n the 
"building and possess a large chapel. The Copts also have 
r i t e s and small holdings as do the Syrian Orthodox. I n the 
Byzantine era, following the a c t i v i t i e s of Peter the Iberian, 
and i n the ea r l y medieval period, the Georgians from southern 
Russia were important having large holdings inside and 
outside the Holy Sepulchre buildings; however, they are now 
p r a c t i c a l l y non-existent i n the c i t y . The Anglicans have, 
i n c i d e n t a l l y , some r i g h t s of worship here i n Greek property. 

Apart from i t s s i z e and architecture which have been 
-important contributions to the urban landscape of Jerusalem, 
the Holy Sepulchre has been a focus of C h r i s t i a n a c t i v i t y 
since i t s f i i s t construction and a centre of the C h r i s t i a n 
pilgrim trade. I t s authenticity has been accepted by a l l the 
churches except the Protestants and quarrels - even physical 
f i s t i c u g g s and r i o t s - have followed any changes i n the 
status quo of ownership and r i g h t s . The f i n a l s t a t i o n s of 
the Via Dolorosa (Way of the Cross) are inside i t ( p . 126) 
and the bazaars have noticeably- e s p e c i a l l y the souvenir 
s e l l e r s - migrated towards i t . I t s c e n t r a l position has been 
a great asset, compared for instance with the Haram esh-
Sha r i f , and some have conjectured that Constantine was not 
unmindfll of the presence of the forum when he had the 

7 
f i r s t buildings constructed here. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g , 
however, that despite these advantages the presence of the 
Holy Sepulchre did not prevent the Muristan re v e r t i n g to a 
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ploughed f i e l d i n the 19th. Century or even d e c i s i v e l y move the 
commercial 'core* area from i t s cross-roads l o c a t i o n (see below 
Chapter 14 p. 3.2J" ) . The r e a l importance of the Holy Sepulchre 
i s as the r e l i g i o u s and s o c i a l heart o f the C h r i s t i a n Quarter: 
the b u i l d i n g a l l groups wish t o be. close t o and over which 
they are prepared t o f i g h t . Hence i t has a t t r a c t e d b u i l d i n g s 
around i t as MaundrelL observed (see p. 236), e s p e c i a l l y 
those of the Greek, Coptic and L a t i n Churches. I t has also 
a t t r a c t e d C h r i s t i a n i n h a b i t a n t s i n t o the area (see Ch. 13) 
and been a p o i n t of contact (and dissension) between the 
v a r i o u s C h r i s t i a n communities. 

Apart from the Holy Sepulchre, other f o c i of r e l i g i o u s 
a c t i v i t y must be noted i n t h i s p a r t of the c i t y . Since the 
Holy Sepulchre i s the only C h r i s t i a n h o l y s i t e as such i n the 
nor t h - e a s t of the wa l l e d c i t y , the r e s t of the C h r i s t i a n 
e d i f i c e s are e i t h e r c o n g r e g a t i o n a l churches or else b u i l d i n g s 
having a d m i n i s t r a t i v e or hospice f u n c t i o n s or else convents. 
The exceptions are i n f a c t two mosques,, o f t e n overlooked, 
which stand on spots i m p o r t a n t t o Moslems as emblems of t h e i r 
h i s t o r y . Opposite the Holy Sepulchre i s the Mosque of Omar 
( A l Omariyeh) which commemorates the place where the Ca l i p h 
Omar prayed on e n t r y i n t o the c i t y : h i s des i r e was t o avoid 
p r a y i n g i n the Sepulchre f o r f e a r t h a t Moslems should make 
t h a t C h r i s t i a n shrine h o l y t o themselves. The present 
s t r u c t u r e i s of 13th. G e n t u r y o r i g i n w i t h a 15th. Century 

minaret.^ The other mosque i s A l Kanqeh a t the n o r t h e r n end 
( The Dome of the Rock i s sometimes c a l l e d the Mosque of Omar) 
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of C h r i s t i a n S t r e e t . I t i a a l s o of 13th. Century date and 
marks the s i t e o f SHXSXHXX Saladin's palace i n the c i t y which 
was i n t u r n on the s i t e of the Crusader L a t i n p a t r i a r c h ' s 
residence. 3"^ Both mosques, although commemorative, have not 
much a c r e d i t t e d s a n c t i t y and are l a r g e l y c o n g r egational 
mosques f o r t h e devotions of the Moslem p o p u l a t i o n o f t h i s 
p a r t of the c i t y . Their geographical impact has been small, 
although A l Omariyeh has some a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
Of the other C h r i s t i a n b u i l d i n g s , many huddle around the Holy 
Sepulchre. There i s Abraham's monastery (Greek) t o the south 
of the p a r v i s and a Coptic monastery togethe r w i t h other Coptic 
and E t h i o p i a n holdings t o the east of the Sepulchre. There 
are also the 'Russian Excavations', not a Church but a 
community and of some t o u r i s t i n t e r e s t . However, none of these 
s t r u c t u r e s are of great importance g e o g r a p h i c a l l y but are 
r a t h e r p a r a s i t e s t o the Holy Sepulchre. 

More important are the Greek and L a t i n compounds. The 
Greek Orthodox Church has acquired over the c e n t u r i e s a l a r g e 
expanse of b u i l d i n g s west of C h r i s t i a n S t r e e t and acessible 
v i a the T a r i q Deir er-Room (Rumjis the Arabic term f o r Greek) 
which d i v i d e s the Greek Orthodox P a t r i a r c h a t e from the 
Greek L i b r a r y , monastery and hospice. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t 
the Greeks are both c e n t r a l i n the C h r i s t i a n Quarter and also 
close t o the Holy Sepulchre. To begin w i t h the Greek r i t e was 
the accepted o f f i c i a l Byzantine Church and hence the Greek 
Orthodox were the main e s t a b l i s h e d C h r i s t i a n community i n 
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the c i t y a t the time of the Arab conquest. They thus have 
been able t o o b t a i n the best l o c a t i o n s . I n a d d i t i o n over the 
c e n t u r i e s they have g e n e r a l l y had such a large number of 
adherents i n the l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n (urban and r u r a l ) t h a t they 
have been able t o m a i n t a i n most of t h e i r h o l d i n g s and even, 
increase them a t the expense of the less f o r t u n a t e groups. 
The whole C h r i s t i a n Quarter - b u i l d i n g s , i n h a b i t a n t s and 
shops - has i n f a c t a d i s t i n c t l y Greek/Arab atmosphere and 
thus i t i s f i t t i n g t h a t the Greek a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 
s p r i t u a l headquarters should be c e n t r a l t o the q u a r t e r and 
v e r y close t o t h e i r c a t h e d r a l and c h i e f shrine - the Holy 
Sepulchre. 

The L a t i n s also have holdings f u r t h e r n o r t h j u s t i n s i d e 
t h e New Gate (Bab e l J a d i d ) . Here they e s t a b l i s h e d themselves 
a f t e r e j e c t i o n from the medieval holdings on Mount Sion, i n 
the 16th. Century. The compound in c l u d e s a church, the 
p i l g r i m r e g i s t r y and h o l y s i t e o f f i c e s ( t h e Custodia Terra 
Saneta) as w e l l as the famous College des Preres. Fur&her 
south between the College and the J a f f a Gate i s the L a t i n 
P a t r i a r c h a t e and f u r t h e r east the Casa Nova p i l g r i m hospice 
(see Map 11).. Thus because of l a t e a r r i v a l and f l u c t u a t i n g 
f o r t u n e s p r i o r t o the l a s t century, the L a t i n s have been 
pushed f u r t h e r away from the Holy Sepulchre and indeed have 
t o t r a v e r s e Greek ' t e r r i t o r y 1 i n order t o get t h e r e . Their 
h o l d i n g s are al s o a l i t t l e more s c a t t e r e d but th e r e has been 
a conscious attempt t o group them t o g e t h e r f o r p r o t e c t i o n 
(see Ch. 13) 
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I t i s c l e a r t h a t the Greek and L a t i n 'compounds' have 
had a great i n f l u e n c e on the geography of t h i s p a r t of the 
Old C i t y i f only i n terms of the area of ground they cover -
something l i k e 25$ of the t o t a l land area i n the C h r i s t i a n 
Quarter. They have thus had an important impact on the 
p h y s i c a l appearance of t h i s q uarter and added t o the impress­
i o n t h a t i t i s l a r g e l y composed of r e l i g i o u s "buildings and not 
houses. They have not i n f l u e n c e d the l o c a t i o n of r e t a i M n g or 
i n d u s t r y except i n the case of souvenir s e l l i n g which has 
developed i n and near the L a t i n p r o p e r t y and some i n d u s t r i a l 
e n t e r p r i s e by the communities themselves, e.g. the Franciscan 
p r i n t i n g works. They are h i g h l y important and s i g n i f i c a n t 
f o c i w i t h i n the q u a r t e r a c t i n g as centres f o r the two l a r g e s t 
communities o p e r a t i n g t h e r e i n . 

There are other b u i l d i n g s of s i m i l a r use i n the qu a r t e r 
belonging t o the smaller communities but they are of l e s s 
s i g n i f i c a n c e t h a n the two l a r g e r ones. Thus th e r e are two 
Coptic convent/hospices, the Abyssinian monastery near tfee 
e astern end of S t . Francis S t r e e t and the well-known Coptic 
Khan which takes up a l a r g i s h area n o r t h and west of the 
B i r k e t Hammam al - B a t r a k . T^ere i s al s o the p a t r i a r c h a t e of the 
Greek C a t h o l i c s j u s t s o u t h l a n d a d j o i n i n g ) the Greek. 
Orthodox S t . D i m i t r i School and there are three other L a t i n 
b u i l d i n g s - the Franciscan Orphan G i r l s School i n S t . Francis 
S t r e e t ; the Dom P o l s k i Hospice west of the Suq Khan e s - Z e i t ; 
and the Spanish S i s t e r s of Calvary School west of Dom P ^ l s k i . 
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These places are not of great importance i n the geography of 
the q u a r t e r i n themselves but toget h e r they add t o the already 
l a r g e amount of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y going on. 

F i n a l l y i n the q u a r t e r , there are a number of churches 
of the Greek Orthodox r i t e which are c o n g r e g a t i o n a l i n nature 
and serve the l o c a l r e s i d e n t s . As the r e s i d e n t i a l p a r t of the 
C h r i s t i a n Quarter i s i n the n o r t h (see Chapter 13 ) most of 

11 
these churches are t h e r e . They i n c l u d e some very o l d 
b u i l d i n g s which are o f t e n i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from the houses 
around them and hence make l i t t l e p h y s i c a l impact on the 
landscape of the c i t y . S t . S p i r i d i n o s which i s th© f u r t h e s t 
n o r t h and j u s t east of the Damascus Gate has been l o c a t e d by 

12 
some on the Madaba Map and S t , Catheraine's i s a t l e a s t 
1 2 t h . Century i n o r i g i n . 1 ^ Most of the others are al s o very 
o l d - S t . Sydnaya, St. Ephtimios, St. George,, S t . Michael, 
S t . V a s i l i o s (underneath the L a t i n S t . Savious Church which 
was Georgian i n the Middle Ages), St. Theodosich and St. 
Nic h o l a s . I n the Middle Ages there were many others of which 
we have r e c o r d such as the enigmatic S t . C h a r i t o n ^ and i n the 
Byzantine era the area was no doubt w e l l bedecked w i t h these 
s m a l l l o c a l Church b u i l d i n g s , . Indeed i n medieval times the 
Mur i s t a n was a l a r g e hospice run by the Order of St. John 
and the only remains i s now t h * Greek Church of S t , John 
Prodromos. I n the 1 9 t h . Century the P r o t e s t a n t s appeared i n 
the quarter i n the form of t h * Lutheran E l o s e r k i r c h e . The 
l a t t e r i s impressive, but i n general none of the smaller 
churches have made much p h y s i c a l impact. 
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2) The Haram-esh-Sharif and Jewish Quarter 

The second major area of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y i s centred 
around the Haram esh-Sharif and i n v o l v e s l a r g e l y the r e l i g i o n s 
of i± Islam and sEs&ssx Judaism. Whereas i n most I s l a m i c c i t i e s 
tJaie mosques and other waqf b u i l d i n g s are s c a t t e r e d w i t h a 

15 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n perhaps only around the c e n t r a l bazaar, i n 
Jerusalem most I s l a m i c r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y revolves around the 
one r a t h e r • O f f - c e n t r e * Haram enclosure. The a r c h i t e c t u r e of 
the Dome of the Rock and the other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the Haram 
shows c l e a r l y the p h y s i c a l impact of Islam on the urban 
scene as p o i n t e d out by Sopher. 1^ I n c o n t r a s t , however, the 
l e s s e r mosques and places of prayer are probably l e s s obvious 
t o the observer than some o f the l e s s e r C h r i s t i a n e d i f i c e s . 
Study of an a e r i a l photograph of Jerusalem b r i n g s out t h i s 
c o n t r a s t c l e a r l y , which i s also seen i n Mecca, Damascus and 
Kairouan, t h a t w h i l e Islam o f t e n produces a dominating 
enclosure of outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r e which focuses the eye 
immediately; y e t the l e s s e r r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s are f r e q u e n t l y 
h a r d l y d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from o r d i n a r y houses (see p. 239). 

The Haram esh-Sharif i s the l a r g e s t area i n Jerusalem 
devoted e x c l u s i v e l y t o r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y . I t r e a l l y c o n s i s t s 
of s e v e r a l independent b u i l d i n g s set i n a l a r g e open space and 
surrounded by a t h i c k w a l l i n g . The main f e a t u r e of the 
enclosure i s the Dome of the Rock set s l i g h t l y west o f centre 
on a low p l a t f o r m . I t i s not a mosque but a place of p r i v a t e 
prayer b u i l t over the s i t e o f the a l t a r of s a c r i f i c e of the 
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Jews (see p. 70-71). Although a pagan temple was erected here 
i n the 2nd. c e n t u r y A.D. i t was waste by the time of the Arab 
conquest. Abdul Malek b u i l t the f i r s t s t r u c t u r e over i t 
i n 691 but i t has been f r e q u e n t l y r e p a i r e d s i n c e . Professor 
Hayter Lewis remarked t h a t "there isnno doubt t h a t the 
Mosque i s one of the most b e a u t i f u l b u i l d i n g s i n the world"" 1"^ 
I t has at times been a s u b s t i t u t e a f f o r the Ka'aba a t 
Mecca (see p. 71) and o r i g i n a l l y worshippers would walk around 
the rock as i s the custom a t Mecca, although the h a b i t has 

l f i 
l o n g since d i e d away. i t appears t h a t the design of :,the 
Dome of the Rock was based on t h a t of the Church of the Holy 

1 Q 

Sepulchre according t o the views of Cresswell 7 but i t has 
developed i n a s t y l e of i t s own from the o r i g i n a l Byzantine 
concept. Aref e l Aref has w r i t t e n "Byzantine, Persian and 
Arab design and a r c h i t e c t u r e are blended i n i t t o create a 

20 
magnificent whole." I n the Middle Ages, the Dome was the 
centre o f Moslem worship i n the c i t y f o r : 

On prayer days, t e n servants stood a t the doors and 
summoned the people t o prayer, c a l l i n g , »The Dome of 
the Rock i s now open t o the p u b l i c , Allwwho wish t o 

BBBB pray may come.' And the people come i n great numbers 
through the b e a u t i f u l doors.... the dream o f 
the Ruler must have been r e a l i z e d i n them - 'a b u i l d i n g s 
they could be proud o f 1 - one Worthy of the t h i r d f a i t h . 

21 

Apart from the Crusader p e r i o d when the Dome became the 
Templum Domini w i t h an a l t a r , i t has remained i n Moslem hands 
and f o r predominantly Moslem usage. P h y s i c a l l y i t dominates 
the c i t y and i t s f u n c t i o n as an et h n i c symbol t o the Moslem 
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community i n Jerusalem i s considerable. 
The other major b u i l d i n g i n the Haram enclosure i s the , 

Aqsa Mosque which i s the c o n g r e g a t i o n a l or 'Friday' mosque 
22 

of Jerusalem and holds 5 f000 worshippers. I t i s g e n e r a l l y 
considered (though w i t h a number of d i s s e n t i n g s c h o l a r s ) t h a t 
on or near t h i s s i t e stood the Church and hospice of S t . Mary 
b u i l t by J u s t i n i a n . J This view has r e c e n t l y been s t r o n g l y 
contested by Aref who considers t h a t church t o have been on 

24 
Mount Sion. However the Haram area as a whole was not one 
of g reat a c t i v i t y i n the Byzantine era since i t had been 
condemned t o p e r p e t u a l waste by Jesus (Mark 13). The Aqsa 
mosque was f i r s t c o n s t r u c t e d by Abd a l Malik i n 690 u s i n g 
the remains of J u s t i n i a n ' s church but i t s e a r l y h i s t o r y i s not 
as w e l l c h r o n i c l e d as i n the case of the Dome and t h e r e i s 
some disagreement among Moslem scholars as t o i t s p r e c i s e 

25 
o r i g i n s ; Byzantine i n f l u e n c e i s very apparent i n i t s 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . D e s t r u c t i o n by earthquakes has taken i t s t o l l 
over the c e n t u r i e s causing much r e b u i l d i n g . Thus i n the Muthir 
we read: 

I n the r e i g n of the K h a l i f A l Mansur bmth the eastern 
and the western p o r t i o n s of the mosque had f a l l e n down. 
Then i t was r e p o r t e d t o the K h a l i f And the K h a l i f 
r e p l i e d t h a t as t h e r e were no moneys i n h i s t r e a s u r y they 
should s t r i p o f f the p l a t e s of g o l d and of s i l v e r t h a t 
o v e r l a i d the gates...... The occurred a second 
earthquake and the b u i l d i n g t h a t A l Mansur had commanded 
t o be b u i l t f e l l t o the ground 26 
i t 

The Crusaders gave A l Aqsa over t o the k n i g h t s Templar and i t 
was used f o r accommodation r a t h e r than worship but Saladin 
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r e s t o r e d i t . As the F r i d a y Mosque, A l Aqsa has been the main 
centre f o r Moslem group worship over the years and perhaps 
corresponds t o the c a t h e d r a l i n C h r i s t i a n c i r c l e s , the Dome 
being more the c h i e f s h r i n e . Hence w h i l e i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
impact on the urban landscape i s l e s s than the Dome, i n many 
respects i t i s more important as a focus of Moslem group 
a c t i v i t y . 

Other e d i f i c e s i n the Haram area are important as lesser 
places of dev o t i o n or i n t e r e s t and i n c l u d e a number of smaller 
domes such as the Dome of the Chain, thought t o have been used 
as a model f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Dome of the Rock. 
Many of the o l d minarets and gates are v i s i t e d by p i l g r i m s 
( C h r i s t i a n as w e l l as Moslem now). Perhaps the Golden Gate 
i s the most famous and i n Crusader times i t was opened twice 
a year ( i t has always been b r i c k e d up) f o r processions. I t 
has been h e l d by C h r i s t i a n s t h a t t h i s was the gate through 
which Jesus entered the Temple. I t i s now permanently closed. 
East of the Aqsa Mosque i s a trap-door which leads down t o 
•Solomon's S t a b l e s ' , an area of underground rooms v i s i t e d by 
the more i n t r e p i d p i l g r i m s and t o u r i s t s . There are f o u r 
minarets i n the Haram w a l l s , b u i l t i n the 13th,/ and. 14th. 
c e n t u r i e s . 

The Haram area i s the dominant centre of Moslem r e l i g i o u s 
a c t i v i t y and not s u r p r i s i n g l y the MosMefii Quarter has developed 
around i t . Apart from landscape impact through i t s v i v i d 
a r c h i t e c t u r e ( t h e European v i s i o n of 'Jerusalem the Golden' i s 
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s u r e l y l a r g e l y due t o the v i s u a l impact of the Dome) the 
enclosure has had other i n f l u e n c e s on the urban geograpfayofii 
Jerusalem* For instance i t has had some a t t r a c t i o n f o r the 
suqs f o r there has been a n o t i c e a b l e m i g r a t i o n of shops along 
the S t r e e t of the Chain since the e a r l y Middle Ages and there 
was i n Ottoman times a market ( s t i l l i n casual existence) 
i n the Su«j e l - Q a t t a n i n which leads up t o the Bab e l - Q a t t a n i n . 
As i n the case of the Holy Sepulchre, however, t h e r e has also 
been a tendency f o r l e s s e r r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s t o grow around ±ki 
t h e enclosure. A few s m a l l mosques, n o t a b l y the Magharibey 
Mosque which was an e t h n i c centre f o r the quarter of the 
North-west A f r i c a n s and the Mesjid el-Kurami. Khans have also 
been s i t e d i n the c e a t r a l p a r t o f the Moslem Quarter w i t h 
the Moslem v i s i t o r i n mind and there have been a number of 
baths i n f l u e n c e d not only by h y d r o l o g i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

27 
but by the c l e a n l i n e s s imposed by the f a i t h of I s l a m . Many 
schools and c o l l e g e s (Madrasseh) have been b u i l t by wealthy 
Moslems i n the area between the S t r e e t of the Chain and the 
T a r i q Bab en-Nazir. This i n c l u d e s the l a r g e Moslem Orphanage 
which was a Carvanserais i n the l a s t century. There has been 
a . d i s t i n c t c o n c e n t r a t i o n of these r e l i g i o u s and c h a r i t a b l e 
b u i l d i n g s on the approaches t o the Haram gates and t h e r e 
has xBXjaaas&XEXX also been a tendency ( I s l a m being the o f f i c i a l 
r e l i g i o n ) f o r secular b u i l d i n g s such as the j a i l and law 
c o u r t s t o be i n t h i s area. However, i t should be noted f i n a l l y , 
t h a t the Moslem Quarter as a whole i s less dominated by such 
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b u i l d i n g s T—am than i n the case of the C h r i s t i a n Quarter and 
i s not dominated by r e l i g i o u s s t r u c t u r e s but r a t h e r has the 
general appearance of a c e n t r a l area r e s i d e n t i a l / workshop 
d i s t r i c t . 

The Jewish Quarter has been l i n k e d w i t h the Haram area 
because i t i s t i e d up c l o s e l y i n r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y w i t h the 
Haram through the W a i l i n g W a l l ( p . 6 1 ) . Controversy over the 
o r i g i n s and h i s t p r y of the Wall and the ' w a i l i n g 1 has not 
been calmed by recent m i l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a l events and 
the arguments t o show t h a t the use o f the w a l l i s a r a t h e r 
r e c e n t Jewish i n n o v a t i o n have been put forward by Tibawi . 
The argument c a r r i e s some weight but as the p r a c t i s e was 
regarded as a n c i e n t i n the e a r l y 19th. Century 2^ and appears 
t o be mentioned i f o b l i q u e l y by both the Bordeaux P i l g r i m and 
B e n j a m i n of Tudela, i t seems q u i t e probable i f not completely 
c e r t a i n t h a t the Jews had a s t r o n g r e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t and 
devotion a t or near t h i s s t r e t c h of masonry i n the Byzantine 
and Medieval periods a l s o . I n any case i t has developed as a 
custom t h a t the Jews can perform c e r t a i n ceremonies of bemoaning 
the loss of t h e i r Temple a t t h i s w a l l w i t h i t s remains of the 
s t r u c t u r e of Herod the Great. 

Geographically speaking, however, J e w i i h r e l i g i o u s 
a c t i v i t y has not been a s t r o n g i n f l u e n c e i n the Old C i t y f o r 
the Wall c a r r i e s no b u i l d i n g s and the synagogues have never 
a s p i r e d t o the a r c h i t e c t u r a l h e i ghts of the Moslem and C h r i s t i a n 
b u i l d i n g s . Inde'ed, u n t i l the 18th. Century most Jewish worship 
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has been i n c e l l a r s and other underground h a l l s or i n 
b u i l d i n g s of no p a r t i c u l a r m e r i t . The p r o x i m i t y of the Jews 
t o the Haram and t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n the few remains of the 
temple were l a r g e l y the cause of t h i s f o r the Moslems r e s t r i c t e i 
t h e i r worship and r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s . - ^ 

3) Mount Sion/Armenian Quarter 

Both i n terms of q u a n t i t y of land use and a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
impact and a l s o i n terms of l e v e l of a c t i v i t y , the Haram 
area and the C h r i s t i a n Quarter are f a r more important than 
a l l the other areas of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y i n the geography of 
Jerusalem. Hence the f o l l o w i n g s e c t ions w i l l be comparatively 
b r i e f . 

DaStvd S t r e e t and the C i t a d e l r e p r e s e n t * a s t r i p of 
l a r g e l y n o n - r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y ( a l though as an access route 
i t i s very i m p o r t a n t ) which separates the C h r i s t i a n Quarter 
from the Armenian Quarter. Now as seen above on p. 21, the 
Armenian Quarter i s p h y s i c a l l y p a r t of Mou#t Sion although 
the l a t t e r term i s o f t e n confined t o the area j u s t south of 
Sion Gate (Bab em,*Nabi Daud) and since the w a l l between the 
two has from time t o time i n the past been p h y s i c a l l y replaced 
by one e n c l o s i n g the whole h i l l i t w i l l be l a r g e l y ignored 
i n what f o l l o w s . The o n l y time t h a t the access t o extra-mural 
Mount Sion has been impaired has been from 1948-67 which i s 
not w i t h i n the p e r i o d p r i m a r i l y d e a l t w i t h here. 

The Mount Sion area of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y i s dominated 
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by two main s t r u c t u r e s : the Armenian Convent/Compound of 
St . James; and the Coenaculum or David's Tomb. St . James's 
i s an old. commemorative s i t e i n memory of the beheading of 

-in 
S t . James and there were s t r u c t u r e s here i n the 5 t h . 

32 
Century w i t h a chapel of S t . Menas b u i l t by the Lady Bassa. 
I t was owned by the Georgians but acquired i n the 12th. 
Century by the Armenians who b u i l t t h e i r l a r g e church and have 
h e l d the p r o p e r t y ever s i n c e . The area i s a t y p i c a l 'compound' 
(see below p. 3oo) w i t h besides the c a t h e d r a l a l a r g e l i b r a r y 
and monastery, a school, a hospice which was reputed i n 
e a r l i e r c e n t u r i e s t o h o l d 1,000 p i l g r i m s (see p. 130) and the 
famous Armenian Convent Gardens between the T a r i q Harat e l -
Arman and the western w a l l of the c i t y . There has al s o 
been a p a t r i a r c h a t e here o v e r l o o k i n g the gardens. Hence the 
whole area south of the o l d p o l i c e barracks w i t h i n the 
w a l l e d c i t y i s s t r o n g l y dominated by Armenian b u i l d i n g s and 
Armenian a c t i v i t i e s . However, as p o i n t e d out above(p.244) 
the Armenians look t o the Holy Sepulchre as c h i e f s h r i n e as 
do the other t r a d i t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n communities and w h i l e 
the commemorative nature of St. James's remains the c a t h e d r a l 
and compound are c o n g r e g a t i o n a l i n character s e r v i n g both the 
r e s i d e n t Armenians i n Jerusalem and the p i l g r i m s . 

The second major s t r u c t u r e i n t h i s area i s the b u i l d i n g 
known as the Coenaculum or David's Tomb. I t i s a compliaated 
set of a d j o i n i n g b u i l d i n g s which d u r i n g most of the l a t e r 
Middle Ages ( s i n c e 1333) belonged t o the Franciscans. I t was 
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t h e centce of L a t i n a c t i v i t y i n Jerusalem w i t h a hospice, 
convent and other b u i l d i n g s u n t i l the L a t i n s were e j e c t e d i n 
the 16th. Century and the place became a Moslem s h r i n e . The 
reverence of the Moslems f o r the tomb of David was Later 
emulated by the Jews f o r a f t e r 1948 the place came under 
Jewish c o n t r o l . I t i s q u i t e an impressive b u i l d i n g and has 
tended t o gather houses and r e l i g i o u s s t r u c t u r e s around i t 
t o form by the 19th. Century a considerable Moslem v i l l a g e 
i n the area. The main C h r i s t i a n i n t e r e s t infche Coenaculum, 
i n c i d e n t a l l y i s not because i t i s ( o r i s n o t ) David's l a s t 
r e s t i n g place but because i t also marks i n C h r i s t i a n 
t r a d i t i o n the s i t e of the 'upper room' of the Last Supper. 
At the beginning of the present century the Dormition Abbey 
b u i l d i n g was constructed f o r German Roman C a t h o l i c s and 

Armenian 

nearby i s in fTn wfr Orthodoa: church and community on an old 
s i t e of Caiaphas's Hoase. Just below the summit of the h i l l 
and t o the east i s the modern S t , Peter i n G a l l i c a n t u Church 
another claimant f o r Caiaphas's House(Latin) and the probable 
medieval s i t e of t h i a p l a c e . I n s i d e the c i t y on Mount Sion 
are other s m a l l b u i l d i n g s of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y . East of 
S t . James's i s a Greek Orthodox Churfih ^of St. George and n o r t h 
o f t h i s i s an o l d b u i l d i n g dedicated t o S t . Mark and i n p a r t 
commemorative but l a r g e l y now used as the s p i r i t u a l centre o f 
the Syrian Orthodox ChurcJtfyvho own the place. West of t h i s 
i s the Maronite Convent and the 19th. Century Anglican 
' compound!' of C h r i s t Church - a church and hospice. There i s 
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al s o a mosque next t o C h r i s t Church which serves the l a r g e 
Moslem p o p u l a t i o n i n t h i s area. I t was once, a church, 
however, dedicated t o S t . James I n t e r c i s u s . ^ The mosque has 
no commemorative purpose and i s known as Al-Yacoubieh a f t e r 
i t s predecessor. 

Thus the Mount Sion/Armenian Quarter area i s important 
f o r r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s and r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y but i s not 
so devoted t o t h i s f u n c t i o n as the C h r i s t i a n Quarter and 
the churches tend t o be of s e c t i o n a l or ethnic s i g n i f i c a n c e 
o n l y . A f t e r the expulsion of the Franciscans i n the 16th. 
Century, i t became very much dominated by the eastern 
r i t e s and w i t h a s t r o n g Moslem i n t e r e s t a l s o . 

4) The Via Dolorosa L i n k 
The n o r t h e r n p a r t of the Moslem Quarter i s l a r g e l y 

r e s i d e n t i a l i n character and u n t i l the l a s t century was very 
much Moslem i n r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y . There are three mosques 
s e r v i n g the l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n plus Moslem schools and the 
I n d i a n Hospice which i s Moslem. There are also two gates 
i n t o the Haram which open from t h i s area. However, since the 
Byzantine p e r i o d there has been s t r o n g C h r i s t i a n i n t e r e s t 
i n the road which runs from the eastern gate ( S t . Stephen's) 
t o the T a r i q el-Wad, i . e . the s t r e e t now known as the Via 
Dolorosa. During the Middle Ages i t became popular as the 
routeway of the S t a t i o n s of the Cross procession (see below) 
and i n the l a s t century the L a t i n Church which p r a c t i s e d 
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the * s t a t i o n s ' b u i l t a number of e d i f i c e s along the route 
ftntil i t has become a t h i n xxx l i n k between the mass of 
C h r i s t i a n a c t i v i t y i n the Holy Sepulchre area and the l a r g e 
number of s h r i n e s i n the Gethsemane and Mount of O l i v e s areas. 
Three of these shrines were b u i l t ( o r r e b u i l t ) by Uniate 
communities: the Church of S t . Anne over the Pool of Bethesda 
area (Greek C a t h o l i c White Fathers) which u n t i l the l a s t 
c e ntury was a Moslem c o l l e g e but became r u i n e d under Ottoman 
r u l e ; the Church of Our Lady of the Spasm (Armenian C a t h o l i c ) ; 
and the Church of St. Veronica (Greek C a t h o l i c ) . Other 
s t a t i o n s are marked i n p r i v a t e houses and the procession stops 
a t these p o i n t s ; the Moslem school i n Er Rawdah i s used as the 
1 s t . S t a t i o n . Two convents were b u i l t by the L a t i n Church: 
one i s the S i s t e r s of Zion Convent where there i s p a r t of 
the Roman paving poi n t e d out as probably the Gabbatha of the 
Gospels. The place has great t o u r i s t p o p u l a r i t y . There i s 
als o the Franciscan B i b l i c a l I n s t i t u t e and L i b r a r y . F i n a l l y 
t h e r e i s a Greek Orthodox convent. So the Via Dolorosa L i n k 
provides a l i n k a g e of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y w i t h a corresponding 
f o l l o w i n g of souvenir shops from the Holy Sepulchre area t o 
Gethsemane. However, BIBBS most of the churches and convents 
are not of s t r i k i n g a r c h i t e c t u r e and w h i l e the r e l i g i o u s 
a c t i v i t y keeps the Via Dolorosa l i v e l y , i t has made l i t t l e 
p h y s i c a l impact on the urban landscape.. 
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5) Gethsemane and, the Mount of Olives 
Extra-mural r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y i s f a i r l y widespread and 

although i n d i v i d u a l buildings may be s t r i k i n g i t has not been 
as geographically s i g n i f i c a n t as the a c t i v i t y within the w a l l s . 
The main area of such a c t i v i t y outside the Old C i t y i s i n 
the Gethsemane part of the Kidron v a l l e y and on the Mount of 
Olives. Here i n Byzantine times and i n the Middle Ages there 
were churches and caves inhabited by hermits (Chapter 10) and 
although i n the l a t e r Middle Ages and Ottoman period the 
area became almost devoid of C h r i s t i a n buildings, there was 
s t i l l much a c t i v i t y ( p , l l 6 ) . 

The main buildings are the Virgin's Tomb, the Church of 
A l l Nations, Church of S t . Mary Magdalene, the Dominus P l e v i t 
Church, the Pater Noster Church, the Place of the Ascension, 
and the V i r i G a l i l a e i . Of these only the Virgin's Tomb has 
seen a continuous existence since e a r l y times and the present 
building i s la r g e l y Crusader i n date. I t has been held i n 
respect by Moslems which perhaps accounts for i t s preservation. 
I t i s not a s t r i k i n g building but has been the focus of much 
worship. The Church of A l l Nations iB a 20th. Century building 
belonging to the Latins over the s i t e of the Grotto of the 
Agony which was open i n the l a t e Middle Ages and Ottoman 
period. The other Churches are also r e l a t i v e l y new - the 
19th. Century Russian Church of St. Mary Magdalene has become 
a f a m i l i a r feature of Jerusalem's topography because of i t s 
s t r i k i n g Russian s t y l e (compare the Gothic of the Anglican 
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S t . George's) ; Dominus F l e v i t ( L a t i n ) with i t s magnificent 
view of the Old. C i t y ; and. the Pater Noster Church (Latin) 
near the Byzantine Church of Eleona. The Ascension Place was 
located i n the time of Constantine and. C h r i s t i a n e d i f i c e s 
b u i l t but i n the l a t e r Middle Ages (the precise date i s 
unknown) i t became a mosque^ although Ch r i s t i a n s have been 
admitted from time to time. 

In the Kidron v a l l e y below Gethsemane there are a number 
of ancient tombs which have been objects of veneration for a l l 
three f a i t h s , and. p a r t i c u l a r l y the Jews. ^ 

6) Other Places of Religious A c t i v i t y 

In the general area of Jerusalem there have been many 
places of i n t e r e s t to the three r e l i g i o n s . Thus there areas 
large number of small Moslem shrines on h i l l - t o p s and i n the 
v i l l a g e s . C h r i s t i a n s have had many churches and convents 
from S t . Saba's and Lazarus's Tomb i n the east (the l a t t e r has 
been i n Moslem hands for the l a s t few centuries) to the 
Greek convent of the Holy Cross i n the west. Mention should 
be made of the S t . George's compound a late 19th. Century 
Anglican group of buildings to the north of the Old C i t y and 
S t . Stephen's (L a t i n ) on the s i t e of a Byzantine Church which 
was probably dedicated to that martyr. There i s also the 
famous Garden Tomb. Although no structure has appeared 6ver 
t h i s tomb, i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a -focus of Protestant a c t i v i t y 
and has also attracted i t i n e r a n t souvenir s e l l e r s ! 
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Processional A c t i v i t y 
Although productive of no actual buildings, processional 

an 

a c t i v i t y has already been mentioned(p. 126) as being^important 
featdre* of r e l i g i o n i n Jerusalem. As a r e s u l t , c e r t a i n routes 
have become we l l marked as r e l i g i o u s routes and the congestion 
which can r e s u l t as a procession meets an important cross­
roads i s an important factor i n the ' t r a f f i c flow' inside the 
Old C i t y . In the Middle Ages the C h r i s t i a n s had the ' c i r c l e ' 
of Jerusalem which was the main route around, the c i t y and i t s 

37 
environs and w e l l beaten tracks were worn along i t . Moslems 
have had also a t r a d i t i o n a l c i r c u i t around the Haram. However, 
the most important and best known c r o s s - c i t y procession i s 
the Stations of the Cross already mentioned i n t h i s chapter 
as having been responsible for the creation of the Via 
Dolorosa Link of C h r i s t i a n buildings. 

The V i a Dolorosa, now practised each Friday by the L a t i n s , 
has i t s o r i g i n i n the Holy Week processions of the Byzantine 

•J Q 

and Crusader pilgrims. In the l a t e r Middle Ages i t was 
introduced into Jerusalem as the V/ay of the Cross a f t e r 
l i t u r g i c a l developments i n Europe"^ and by the 15th. Cetotury 
i t was established along the present route, following the 
course (as was supposed) of C h r i s t from the judgement g a l l 
to Calvary. I n these early days i t only had f i v e stations 
including the beginning and end^° but now has grown to fourteen 
I t s importance i s not only i n i n s p i r i n g the wedge of C h r i s t i a n 
convents and churches across the centre of the Moslem Quarter, 
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but also i n the creation of a zone of movement of a r e l i g i o u s 
nature which crosses the main north-south commercial s t r e e t s . 
I t has also been followed, by a s t r i n g of souvenir shops not 
to mention i t i n e r a n t s e l l e r s ( see F i g . 30). I t s terminus i s 
i n the Holy Sepulchre and by the time i t a r r i v e s i t can - at 
peak pilgrim seasons - cause considerable congestion both 
inside and outside the Church. 

Influences on Location 

I t i s not easy to determine what factors have influenced 
the location of these r e l i g i o u s buildings and. processions. 
Undoubtedly authenticity has played a large part although many 
i f not most of the places are of probably low authenticity. 
However, since C h r i s t i a n i t y i s a r e l i g i o n based, upon a set 
of h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s (see p.64) there has been a conscious 
attempt by the t r a d i t i o n a l churches at l e a s t to locate t h e i r 
shrines as authentically as possible. With the establishment 
of most of theJaholy s i t e s by the end. of the Byzantine period, 
i t has been natural for the d i f f e r e n t communities to attempt 
to hold on to or acquire s i t e s and. build, t h e i r convents or 
hospices near them (e.g. the Armenians). Security has also 
been a factor i n forcing groups such as the Latins to take 
more peripheral locations i n return for the greater security 
while the presence of good. views(e.g* Mount of Olives) or 
of archaeological remains has i n the l a s t hundred, years or so 
been a very important consideration. 

The p r a c t i c a l l y unanimous opinion of a l l scholars 
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Religious A c t i v i t y and Urban Geography 
The next tasS i s r e a l l y to attempt an assessment of the 

influence of the location of r e l i g i o u s buildings and r e l i g i o u s 
a c t i v i t y i n the geography of Jerusalem. The main influences 
can be seen to be: 

1) P h y s i c a l impact through architecture. The larger and 
more impressive structures i n p a r t i c u l a r stand out and dominate 
the area around them and. i n the case of the Dome of the Rock, 
even the whole c i t y . The area of the c i t y occupied by Land, under 
r e l i g i o u s usage i s -including the Haram - about h a l f of the 
t o t a l within the wal l s . What i s more the size and architecture 
of many of the buildings ( e s p e c i a l l y the main holy s i t e s as 
opposed to congregational buildings) gives them a dominant 
position i n the urban landscape. That they are lar g e l y 
concentrated i n c e r t a i n areas, v i z . the C h r i s t i a n Quarter and 
the Haram e s p e c i a l l y , i s a l l the more s t r i k i n g . 

2) Influence on r e s i d e n t i a l building-can also be seen. 
In the next chapter the nature of the r e s i d e n t i a l areas w i l l 
be examined, more cl o s e l y , but i t can be seen already that 
the main s i t e s tend to a t t r a c t residence. Thus the Coenaculum 
has attracted a small r e s i d e n t i a l v i l l a g e on Mount Sion and 
the holy s i t e s on the Mount of Olives bssi aHmost c e r t a i n l y 
influenced the growth of Et-Tos v i l l a g e . Inside the walls, 
the Greek Orthodox and other native C h r i s t i a n s have tended 

to s e t t l e on the western side and the Moslems around, the 
Haram. Besides,the absence of large r e l i g i o u s buildings i n 



266 

the intra-mural Tyropoeon and the northern 'Bezetha' area 
has meant that these d i s t r i c t s have tended to become the main 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas simply because there i s not there the 
pressure on land (and. the high p r i c e s ) as a r e s u l t of the 
in t e r e s t of the main r e l i g i o u s communities. As w i l l be seen 
i n the next chapter, however, the influence of r e l i g i o n i n 
thi s category of land use i s not as great as some have thought. 

3) Commercial location has also been influenced to some 
extent by the location of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y although again 
care must be taken to s t r e s s other f a c t o r s (see p. 319 ) . In 
p a r t i c u l a r the souvenir and photographic dealers follow i n 
di s t r i b u t i o n (see Fmg. 30) very c l o s e l y the main holy s i t e s , 
hospices, and routes. The s t r i n g of souvenir shops along the 
Via Dolorosa and. near the Casa Nova hospice are very s i g n i f i c a n t 
Recently new s t a l l s have sprung up on the routes to the 
Wailing Wall. The influence of the main shrines on the 
s p a c i a l development of the general bazaars i s also discussed 
l a t e r ( p . 3 ^ ) but whatever the volume of influence i t i s 
c e r t a i n l y there. For instance the tendency for the bazaars to 
remain i n the centre and to the north and west of the cross­
roads may w e l l point to ±H£XHBKKK influence from theH Holy 
Sepulchre while development down the Street of the Chain and i n 
the Suq el-Qattanin are p l a i n l y developments influenced by 
the volume of devotional ' t r a f f i c 1 going to anfl from the 
Haram and the schools, o f f i c e s , etc. around i t . 

The influence of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y on quarter formation 
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w i l l be dealt with in. the next chapter but i t i s worth 
j u s t emphasising here the differences i n the location of the 
a c t i v i t i e s and buildings of the r e l i g i o u s groups. This i s most 
fortunate i n avoiding clashes of i n t e r e s t and i t has helped 
toK ease segregation. Thus i t can be generally said that 
C h r i s t i a n s have not much i n t e r e s t i n the Haram (not for 
worship anyway) and Moslems have l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n the Holy 
Sepulchre. The t r a d i t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n groups have of tela fought 
over r i g h t s i n the l a t t e r building but by 1900 had sett l e d to 
d i f f e r i n g d i s t r i b u t i o n patterns of a c t i v i t y . The Greeks and 
other eastern communities are centred around the western 
part of the c i t y and the Greeks p a r t i c u l a r l y with t h e i r large 
resident population i n the C h r i s t i a n Quarter; the Latins 
have spread out from t h e i r main compounds i n the north-west 
angle of the c i t y along the Via Dolorosa and into Gethsemane 
and the Mount of Olives. The Jews have a strong i n t e r e s t i n 
the Wailing Wall which has caused c o n f l i c t with the Moslems, 
but generally have, l i k e the Protestants, not ctomcentrated to 
ttie same extent on p a r t i c u l a r s i t e s (see p. 61). The differences 
i n r e l i g i o u s outlook can thus be seen to have influenced the 
act u a l location of the r e l i g i o u s buildings and the morphology 
of r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y . 
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CHAPTER 13 

THE ETHNIC QUARTERS 

One of the best known features of the geography of the 
Old C i t y of Jerusalem i s the d i v i s i o n into four •quarters 1. 
I t i s of course notma unique feature to Jerusalem but i s 
common i n most c i t i e s of the Middle East and was a normal 

2 
feature of urban l i f e i n Europe i n the Middle Ages. Urban 
segregation i s i n f a c t a widespread phenomenon which can be 
as r i g i d as the Jewish ghetto i n Europe before the l a s t war 
or as loose as the c l a s s d i s t r i c t s of an English town. There 
i s i n f a c t a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n to be kept i n mind, xaz as a 
number of w r i t e r s on Jewish history have pointed out, between 
the voluntary gjbatt©r and the compulsory 'ghetto' and the 
l a t t e r were l a r g e l y confined to I t a l y and Poland between 
1500 and 1800.^ Voluntary separation of some sort appears to 
be r e a l l y a norm of human nature i n an urban environment as 
C.A.Doxiadis has recently pointed out.^ I n the Arab world 
the ghetto as such has been generally unknown but great 
significance i s attached to the quarter (Arabic = Harat) and 
whether the d i v i s i o n has been strong or loose, i t has been 
and s t i l l i s of considerable s o c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . Here, the 
c i t y of the Arab world contrasts strongly with the v i l l a g e , 
for as Baer has pointed out, there i s no such d i v i s i o n within 
r u r a l settlements. Jerusalem has shared t h i s 'quarter' 
feature. 
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A. HISTORY OP THE QUARTERS 
Of the or i g i n of the quarter system i n Jerusalem we i n 

f a c t know very l i t t l e . Some evidence i s available that there 
were quarters i n B i b l i c a l times but i t seems that these were 
occupational/class d i v i s i o n s rather than ethnic ones (Zeph. 
1.10-11). P r i o r to the Moslem conquest there i s no evidence 
of the presence of quarters i n the c i t y , although the mixture 
of language and race at that time would make smch d i v i s i o n s 
l i k e l y : but i f so they were probably very loose. A f t e r * the 
Moslem conquest, however, despite the tolerance of the new 
r u l e r s ^ r e l a t i o n s between thendifferent communities 
became strained. The s p e c i a l status of the dhimmis or 
protected persons enabled them to survive at l e a s t but the 
Moslem law forbidding conversions to non-Moslem f a i t h s 

7 
meant that i n e v i t a b l y , as R.B.Betts has pointed out, the 
Moslem community increased while the C h r i s t i a n s declined. 
Meanwhile the C h r i s t i a n s themselves were deeply divided 
over theological issues producing the m u l t i p l i c i t y of 
minority groups i n the Middle East Hg which i s so 

o 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of i t . 
Thejgeographical expression of t h i s ethnic mosaic was 

the harat or quarter. In Jerusalem, as the major r e l i g i o u s 
centre of g Greater S y r i a , we would expect that the numerous 
ethnic groups and r e l i g i o u s sects would early on have formed 
quarters for mutual protection and by the natural process of 
prefering neighbours who are fr i e n d l y to those who are not. 
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However, we do not get much concrete evidence u n t i l the 10th. 
and 11th. centuries. Mukaddasi then mentions the existence 

q 
of quarters i n the c i t y * and i n the 11th. Century the 
Moslem r u l e r s compelled the C h r i s t i a n s to move from t h e i r 
e x i s t i n g homes and to separate themselves from the Moslems.1^ 
The r e s u l t was that the C h r i s t i a n s s e t t l e d around the Holy 
Sepulchre Church and the Moslems occupied the area north and 

11 
west of the Haram esh-Sharif. 

During the Lat i n Kingdom, minority groups had quarters, 
apparently. Benjamin of Tudela, for instance, found a small 

12 
community of Jews l i v i n g under the Tower of David i . e . i n 
the north-western corner of the present Armenian Quarter, and he 
also mentions the existence of communities of Jacobites, 
Armenians, Greeks, Georgians and, of course, Pranks as the 
western Europeans became known m. Prom the •Citez de J e r u s a l e m 1 

of the 13th. Century we get a more detailed picture of the 
quarter s i t u a t i o n . There i s some national d i v i s i o n i n the 
suq, for there were separate bazaars for Syrian (Arab) and 
L a t i n merchants.1-* Three r e s i d e n t i a l quarters existed at that 

14 
time and. there may have been more. There was the Quarter of 
the P a t r i a r c h occupying the present C h r i s t i a n Quarter and 
occupied, by L a t i n s and Greeks. As today, however, i t does seem 

15 
to have been largely occupied by r e l i g i o u s buildings and 
Abel comments that "ce quartier e t a i t done en grande partie 

16 
e c c l e s i a s t i q u e . " The second quarter was the Syrian 
Quarter or area of the Arabic speaking population. This was i n 



272 

the area between the northern wall of the Haram and Herod's 
Gate and was c a l l e d the 'Ju i v e r i e ' which has been taken to 

17 
xmply that i t had previously been the Jewish Quarter. 
Another c l e a r l y defined quarter was that of the 'Hermins* 
or Armenians which appears to have been i n i t s present 

18 
lo c a t i o n . I t appears that most of the Latins ( i . e . c i v i l i a n s 
as opposed to c l e r i c s ) l i v e d i n the area of the present 
Jewish Quarter and were sub-divided by n a t i o n a l i t y into 

19 
Germans, Pranks, Lombards, Spaniards, e t c . ^ These nations 
seem often to have had t h e i r own s t r e e t s and sub-quarters. 
Thus there was an area known for many centuries a f t e r as 

20 
•Germany* and a Street of the Spaniards. 

I n the Mamluk period, while many c i t i e s i n Palestine 
21 

and S y r i a developed extra-mural suburbs Jerusalem with 
i t s walls i n need of rep a i r nevertheless was confined within 

22 
them for pilgrims were fewer than formerly and the population 
probably t h i n . Some communities disappeared about t h i s time 
or declined to very small numbers. Thus the Georgians f e l l 
h eavily i n debt and were forced to s e l l t h e i r considerable 

23 
possessions. One important development i n the 14th. 
Century was the establishment of a L a t i n Quarter on Mount 
Sion under Franciscan organization (see p. 2«r* ) . The Jews 
appear to have continued to l i v e near the Tower of David 
u n t i l the l a t e r Middle Ages when they moved to t h e i r present 

24 
area. ^ 

By the end of the Middle Ages, the quarter system appears 1 
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n 
to have been c l e a r l y defined on an et h i c o - r e l i g i o u s b a s i s . 

A 
The multitude of sects and nations aid t r i b e s with an i n t e r e s t 
i n the c i t y helped to give i t a complexity and a mosaic of 

25 
quarters out of a l l proportion to the c i t y ' s s i z e . An 
important statement i s given by the Arab t r a v e l l e r Mejir-ed-Din 
which gives us some idea of the quarters of Jerusalem at the 
end of the 15th. Century. I t appears ±s that the Jews had 
s e t t l e d into t h e i r present quarters with t h e i r neighbours the 
Maghrebiyeh next to them. The small Kurdish community had 
disappeared and the Georgians depleted while there was an 
extra-mural quarter outside the J a f f a Gate ( i . e . some 
migration to the west!) and t r i b a l sub-quarters i n the larger 
Moslem Quarter. The text i s : 

The quarter of the Moghrebins, near the walls of the 
Mesjid, on the west, where the Moghrebins (Western 
Africans) sojourn, from whom i t i s named. The Quarter 
of Sheraf i n i t s neighbourhood, also on the west , and 

±± i t s name i s derived from a man who was of the nobles of 
the c i t y , c a l l e d Sheraf, and he has descendants known by 
the name of Beni Sheraf. fit was formerly c a l l e d th© Kurds' 
Quarter. The Quarter of Alem, named af t e r Alem-ed-Din 
Suliman, son of Mohezeb, deceased i n 770 (A.H.), whose 
son Omar was inspector of Mecca and Medina, and whose 
brother Sheraf-ed-Din i s buried i n t h i s quarter. I t i s 
close to the preceding on the north, and adjoins the 
Quarter of Hayadore. The Quarter S a l t e i n adjoins that of 
Sheraf on the south-west; Harat-er-Risha,and. the Jews 
Quarter on the east. The Quarter of Sion i s west of the 
Jews. The Quarter Dhawi, north of that of Sion and. the 
Quarter of the B e n i Hareth, without the c i t y hear the 
f o r t r e s s . 26 

Mejir-ed-Din does not appear to mention the C h r i s t i a n quarters, 
but evidence from Pra Francesco Suriano suggests that there 
were 10 C h r i s t i a n communities having r i g h t s i n the Holy 
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Sepulchre and presumably also t h e i r own quarters, even i f they 
only consisted of a convent and a church. They are l i s t e d as 
follows: 1) Pranks 2) Maronites 3) Greeks 4). Georgians 
5) Abyssinians 6) Copts 7) Jacobites 8) Syrians 

27 
9) Armenians 10) Nestorians. The Nestocians i t appears 

28 
were not strong and held no property i n the c i t y . The 
rel a t i o n s h i p s between these C h r i s t i a n communities were not 
c o r d i a l and help to explain why even among the C h r i s t i a n s 
separate quarters developed. Suriano speaks of the Greeks as 
"the p r i n c i p a l enemies of the Roman Catholic Church. Because 
of t h e i r arrongance they are a nuisance to God and Holy Church"; 
of the Georgians as "the worst h e r e t i c s , l i k e to the Greeks, 
and equal i n malice"; of the Armenians as "our p r i n c i p a l 
enemies" and as being "deadly enemies of the Greeks and 
irsagx Georgians." ^ 

With the Ottoman conquest i n 1517, the m i l l e t system was 
introduced, spreading gradually from one m i l l e t for a l l 
C h r i s t i a n s to as many as 14 separate ones.^ 0 This system gave 
the dhimmis some self-government but made the quarter system 
of residence t i g h t e r and l e s s f l e x i b l e . The r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n of 
the Ottoman period produced a decline i n the number of 
communities i n Jerusalem and many minority groups were forced 
to leave on account of taxation or debt and even t r i b a l 
d i v i s i o n s flell away. The Georgians completely disappeared 
AND TH 
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and the Franciscans wetre f o r c e d oat of t h e i r h o l d i n g s on 
Mount Sion and had t o begin again i n the north-western 
corner of the Old C i t y , having purchased the Church of 

32 
S t . S a l v a t o r o f f the Georgians. When Maundrell v i s i t e d the 
c i t y a t the end of the 17th. c e n t u r y he found only L a t i n s , 
Greeks, Armenians and Copts l e f t w i t h holdings i n s i d e the 
Holy Sepulchre i t s e l f . ^ An anonymous l e t t e r of 1819 l i s t s 
o n l y Jews, L a t i n s , Greeks, Armenians, Copts and Moslems i n the 
c i t y . - ^ Many of the smaller n a t i o n s began t o seek p r o t e c t i o n 
from l a r g e r communities and because of the i n f l e x i b i l i t y of 
the m i l l e t system new a r r i v a l s and weaker groups were 
f o r c i b l y cohabited w i t h l a r g e r ones. Thus the Armenians 
• p r o t e c t e d 1 the Syrians and a l l Europeans - t o the d i s g u s t of 
many En g l i s h P r o t e s t a n t s - were classed as Pranks and f o r c e d 
t o stay w i t h the Franciscans. 

Edward Robinson made u s e f u l e n q u i r i e s about the quarters 
as they were about 1840 and i t appears t h a t the ' t r a d i t i o n a l ' 
f o u r q u a r t e r s had become e s t a b l i s h e d and d i v i d e d f a i r l y 
r i g i d l y on r e l i g i o u s l i n e s . The Jews (about 3 f000 i n a l l ) 
occupied the " n o r t h - e a s t e r n p a r t of Z i o n and upwards 
sonas t o i n c l u d e the g r e a t e r p a r t of the h i l l l y i n g w i t h i n 

•17 

the w a l l s . " The C h r i s t i a n s numbered 3»500 and l i v e d 
l a r g e l y i n the C h r i s t i a n Quarter except f o r the Armenians and 
S y r i a n s . The Jacobites , Nestorians and Maronites were also 
s t i l l , present i n small numbers a t t h i s t i m e . The Moslems 
numbered about 4,500 and l i v e d i n the c e n t r a l and southern 
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p a r t of the Moslem Quarter. The present p a t t e r n of quarter 
l o c a t i o n (see P i g . 17) thus emerged, by the l a s t c entury and 
nom i n a l l y has seen l i t t l e change si n c e , but there has been 
a s t r o n g process of d i s i n t e g r a t i o n and the et h n i c d i v i s i o n s «s.\ 
are no longer v e r y accurate ^° as can be seen from P i g . 20. 

2. CHARACTERISTICS OP THE QUARTERS 
Having b r i e f l y o u t l i n e d the development of the quarter-

system i n Jerusalem the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the q u a r t e r s can 
be examined i n more d e t a i l . 
1. Quarter L o c a t i o n . 

I t i s not easy t o d i s t i n g u i s h u n i v e r s a l l o c a t i n g 
p r i n c i p l e s behind the s i t i n g of the q u a r t e r s and i t i s 
d o u b t f u l i f any one f o r c e can r e a l l y be i s o l a t e d as a prime 
l o c a t i n g f a c t o r . Yet some c l e a r motives can be discerned 
both ita Jerusalem and i n other Middle East c i t i e s . S e c u r i t y 
has been one prime f a c t o r as might be deduced from the 
f e e l i n g s of Suriano quoted above. I t has f r e q u e n t l y been 
demonstrated t h a t lack of s e c u r i t y was one of the prime 
reasons f o r q u a r t e r formation.^ 1" This has helped t o mark 
out the walled c i t y i n the Middle East as the nucleus of 

AO 

any urban development f o r w a l l s provide e x t r a s a f e t y . 
Hence i n Tehran, f o r example, land values were much higher 
w i t h i n the w a l l s than outside them, as J u d i t h Brown has 

AT. 

shown. I n Jerusalem, the c i t y has seen evidence of t h i s 
i n the s i t i n g of the l a t e r L a t i n Quarter i n the north-western 
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angle of the Old C i t y which "because i t was p r o t e c t e d from the 
Moslems by the w a l l s and the b a r r i e r of the Greek sub-quarter, 
o f f e r e d considerable s e c u r i t y . S i m i l a r l y the f o r m a t i o n of 
the 'compound* i s a r e a c t i o n of smaller groups t o the problem 
of i n s e c u r i t y (see below p. 3eo ) . Other motives are also 
apparent, however, f o r instance the d e s i r e t o l o c a t e near the 
h o l y s i t e s . Thus the Greeks and Moslems, being n a t i v e and 
t h e r e f o r e n o t so t r o u b l e d by the s e c u r i t y problem, have found 
l o c a t i o n s near t h e i r main h o l y s i t e s . The c l e a r i n g out of 
C h r i s t i a n s from the Moslem Quarter i n the 11th. Century was 
undoubtedly due t o a d e s i r e t o secure f o r Moslems access t o 
the Haram. This f a c t o r must not be overplayed, however, 
f o r w h i l e the churches and mosques and convents have played 
a l a r g e p a r t i n quarter f o r m a t i o n , they have not always 
a t t r a c t e d dense settlement (see below p. 2 9*. ) . Thus the 
Jews have moved from a p o s t u l a t e d q u a r t e r i n the n o r t h - e a s t 

44 45 
of the Old C i t y t o one near David's Tower/and f i n a l l y t o one 
i n the present area. Even t h i s l a s t q u a r t e r i s not as c l e a r l y 
t i e d t o the W a i l i n g Wall as might be supposed, however, f o r i t 
i s separated from* t h a t h o l y s i t e by A l Harat A l Maghribey and 
t h e i r own e t h n i c mosque. Another important l o c a t i n g f a c t o r 
i s p r o x i m i t y a t o the c e n t r a l bazaars. This has p a r t i c u l a r l y 
been important i n Jerusalem since the q u a r t e r s i n the c i t y 
have not developed t h e i r own r e t a i l i n g s t r u c t u r e as has 

46 
happened i n many Middle East c i t i e s . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t 
a l l f o u r major nominal q u a r t e r s a d j o i n a t the c e n t r a l bazaar 
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and t h a t the growth of the suqs has tended t o "be d i s t i n c t l y 
i n the d i r e c t i o n of the C h r i s t i a n and Armenian q u a r t e r s -
where most of the commercial element has l i v e d . Other reasons 
can e x p l a i n t h i s growth (see next chapter) but access t o 
the c e n t r a l bazaars has been i m p o r t a n t . 

By the end of the l a s t century, Jerusalem had the 
f o l l o w i n g major quarters and sub-quarters ( s h i y a k a t ) :-
1. C h r i s t i a n Quarter: 

a. Harat a l I s t a m b u l i y e (Greek) 
b. Harat a l Haddadin (Greek) 
c. Harat an Nasana (Greek) 
d. 'Akabat a D a l i s h (Greek-Moslem) 
e. Harat Bab a l »Amud (Greek) 
f . Harat L e i r a l E f r a n j ( L a t i n s ) 
g. Harat a-Maurazine (Mixed) 
h. Coptic sub-quarter 

2. Armenian Quarter: 
a. Harat al-Armin 
b. S y r i a n Quarter 
c. Harat al-Bashyty 
d. Harat al-Yehud (Jewish) 

3. Moslem Quarter a. Harat Bab H y t t a (Arab) (some C h r i s t i a n s ) 
b. Harat as-Sa»adiye (Arab) 
c. Harat Bab a s - S i l s i l e (Arab) 
d. A l Maghrebiye (N.W. A f r i c a n s ) 

4. Jewish Quarter: a # R a r a t a]_ y e h u d 

b. Harat a l Maidan 

The d i v i s i o n above i s not complete since t h e r e are a 
number of v e r y small q u a r t e r s c o n s i s t i n g only of one small 
s t r e e t and o f t e n no longer v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t . The q u a r t e r 
system i s thus not as s o l i d l y d i v i s i b l e i n t o f o u r as some have 
t h o u g h t . ^ 

The C h r i s t i a n and. Armenian Quarters form a b l o c k on the 
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western r i d g e of the c i t y and thus^somewhat higher i n e l e v a t i o n 
than the Jewish and Moslem q u a r t e r s . Since the C h r i s t i a n s 
have f r e q u e n t l y "been the best educated and most suc c e s s f u l 

4-8 
(commercially) of the i n h a b i t a n t s of Jerusalem and hence 
wealthy they have preferred, and were able t o purchase the 
more d e s i r a b l e areas. I t should not t h e r e f o r e be thought t h a t 
the presence of the Greeks, L a t i n s and. Armenians i n t h e i r 
p a r t i c u l a r q u a r t e r s i s p u r e l y a matter of Moslem i n t o l e r a n c e 
and. the a t t r a c t i o n o f the Holy Sepulchre, although these are 
important f a c t o r s . B e t t s has i n f a c t w r i t t e n of P a l e s t i n e as 
a whole: 

I n the t h r e e major c i t i e s , C h r i s t i a n r e s i d e n t i a l 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n ao. area, w i t h the exception of the 
ancient C h r i s t i a n Quarter about the Holy Sepulchre i n 
o l f l Jerusalem, was more the r e s u l t of t h e i r higher 
economic s t a t u s than i t was the product of the f e a r 
t h a t drove C h r i s t i a n s i n Aleppo and. Damascus t o congregate 
together i n t i g h t l y - b u i l t , f o r t r e s s - l i k e c i t i e s - w i t h i n - a -
c i t y . 49 

There i s no l o g i c a l reason why B e t t s should exeempt the 
C h r i s t i a n Quarter of Jerusalem i n t h i s f o r w h i l e access t o the 
Holy Sepulchre has been important there has also been a 
considerable a t t r a c t i o n o f the western side of the c i t y , above 
the smells of El-Wad. and i t c l e a r l y f o l l o w s a p a t t e r n of 
s o c i a l segregation observed, i n the c i t y of the Herods. 
(Dndeed., a moments c o n s i d e r a t i o n w i l l show t h a t pax apart from 
the Hol£ Sepulchre and p o s s i b l y St.James (not of major 
t h e o l o g i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e ) there are no h o l y s i t e s of a 
commemorative nature i n the C h r i s t i a n and Armenian Quarters 
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and indeed the medieval L a t i n s were happy b r e a t h i n g the 
cleaner a i r of Mount Sion. However, booth r e l i g i o u s s i t e s 
and s e c u r i t y f a c t o r s have played a p a r t i n the l o c a t i o n of 
sub-quarters. The q u i e t •backwater 1 atmosphere of the 

51 
Armenian Quarter has a t t r a c t e d the smaller S y r i a n and 
Maronite communities who have s h e l t e r e d under the •umbrella 1 

o f the s t r o n g e r Armenian community. The Syrians f o r example, 
although o r i g i n a l l y probably s i t e d i n the n o r t h - e a s t e r b 

52 
p a r t of the Old C i t y a t some p o i n t i n the Middle Ages 
obtained St. Mark's convent and church and moved t h e r e . The 
church acted as an e t h n i c focus and the Armenians as 
p r o t e c t o r s w h i l e they were q u i t e near the suqs - ths S y r i a n 
Orthodox 'n a t i v e s * have always been s t r o n g i n commerce. 
Through losses t o Islam and f i n a n c i a l t r o u b l e s they declined 

53 
i n numbers i n the c i t y t o 15 i n the e a r l y 19th. Century 
and by 1857 c o n s i s t e d of t h r e e laymen p l u s a p r i e s t and a 
deacon, a l l from one v i l l a g e near H o r n s . H e n c e t h e i r 
seeking of p r o t e c t i o n from the Armenians. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
t h a t the Syrians should have located t h e r e f o r l i k e the 
Jacobites and the Copts, they share w i t h the Armenians a 

55 
s t r o n g tendency towards monophysite b e l i e f s . ^ While the 
Copts, s i t u a t e d east of the Holy Sepulchre were near enough 
t o the Moslems (who o f t e n favoured them) t o escape the wrath 
of the Greeks, the Syrians found p r o t e c t i o n and sympathy i n 
company w i t h the Armenians. Thus W i l l i a m s wrote of t h i s 
f e a t u r e : "the Syrians and Copts are connected w i t h the 
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Armenians by terms of intercommunion owing t o t h e i r general 
agreement i n the monophysite heresy." ^ Hence t h e o l o g i c a l 
f a c t o r s have i n f l u e n c e d q u a r t e r l o c a t i o n . 

The Moslem Quarter i s l o c a t e d t o the northxand west of 
the Haram esh-Sharif i n the upper Tyropoeon v a l l e y ( E l Wad) 
and on the Bezetha H i l l . To a large e x t e n t t h i s has been no 
doubt i n f l u e n c e d by access t o the Haram. Indeed the lower 
p a r t of the Moslem Quarter i s i d e a l l y s i t u a t e d , being 
wedged between the Haram and the bazaars and possesses most 
of the p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s : however most of the p o p u l a t i o n of 
the quarter has p r e f e r r e d t o l i v e f u r t h e r n o r t h . The v a l l e y 
i s not as pleasant t o l i v e i n . The number of mosques i n the 
n o r t h e r n p a r t of the Moslem Quarter ( p a r a l l e l i n g the 
con g r e g a t i o n a l Greek churches i n the n o r t h e r n p a r t of the 
C h r i s t i a n Quarter) i n d i c a t e s a tendency f o r r e s i d e n t s t o 
s e t t l e t h e r e . This w i l l be examined again l a t e r , f o r there i s 
the economic a t t r a c t i o n of the Damascus Gate t o consider. 
Many of the houses t o the nort h - e a s t of the q u a r t e r ( i n the 
B a b H y t t a area) are poor, however.^ One f i n a l f e a t u r e of the 
Moslem Quarter has been the tendency f o r n a t i o n a l groups t o 
form sub-quarters. For instance the north-west A f r i c a n s or 
Maghrebiyeh have formed t h e i r own sub-quarter around t h e i r 
own mosque next t o the W a i t i n g Wall and there are some negro* 
f a m i l i e s i n the area n o r t h of the Haram. Many of these are 
descendants of Haram servants or p i l g r i m s who have s e t t l e d . 

The absKSX Jewish Quarter was probably l o c a t e d i n i t s 
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present area f o r two main reasons: 
1) I t was near, although not adjacent t o , the W a i l i n g 

W a l l , and. aceess t o tombs i n the K i d r o n was easy. 
2) There was less c o m p e t i t i o n f o r t h i s p a r t of the c i t y 

f o r being low, i t r e c e i v e d much of the drainage and e f f l u e n t 
f rom above and the area i n s i d e the Ddng Gate has been waste f o r 
c e n t u r i e s . 

The second, reason w i l l e x p l a i n why many of the b e t t e r class 
Jews have p r e f e r r e d d w e l l i n g on the slopes of Mount Sion 
r a t h e r than on the v a l l e y f l o o r , even though the l a t t e r i s 
nearer the W a l l . I n f a c t t h e r e i s a s t r e e t i n s i d e the nominal 
Armenian Quarter called. 'Harat al-Yehud*. Some 16th. Century 
Ottoman documents reco r d the residence of Jews i n the southern 
p a r t of Jerusalem at tfcat t i m e . One f i r m a n of 1589 r e p o r t s 

58 
t h a t the Jews had app r o p r i a t e d the W a i l i n g Wall^ and. other 
documents r e c o r d a Jewish p o p u l a t i o n of 224 households and 19 
bachelors i n 1533-9 d i v i d e d between the quarters of Sharaf, 

59 
Mashlataeh, and. Risha. This v e r i f i e s the qua r t e r d i v i s i o n of 
M e j i r ed-Din above ( p . 273). By 1554 the t o t a l f i g u r e s 
according t o contemporary documents were: ^ 

Sharaf Quarter....107 households + 3 bachelors 
j j ^ j ^ g s h l a k h Quarter.. 79 Households + 3 bachelors 

Risha Quarter 138 households + 7 bachelors + 1 madman 

I t would appear from the above and from Mejmr-ed-Din's 
s t a t e m e n t , ^ t h a t by the 16th. Century the Jews were f i n d i n g 
the advantages of the slopes of Mount Sion and s e t t l i n g 
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on the area around the Hurva Synagogue. Hence i n the 
l o c a t i o n of the Jewish Quarter there i s the i n f l u e n c e of 
the h o l y s i t e s ; the i n f l u e n c e of d e s i r a b i l i t y f o r the Jews; 
and of n o n - d e s i r a b i l i t y f o r the s t r o n g e r ethnic groups i n 
the p o p u l a t i o n . 

2. Quarter D i f f e r e n t i a t i b n 

I t has commonly been assumed t h a t Jerusalem has f o u r 
q u a r t e r s based on r e l i g i o n alone. Thus Charles Wilson i n the 
middle of the l a s t century wrote: 

The c i t y i s divided, i n t o q u a r t e r s , which are occupied, 
by the d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o u s s e c t s . The boundaries of 
these q u a r t e r s are d e f i n e d by the i n t e r s e c t i o n of the 
p r i n c i p a l s t r e e t and t h a t which KKH crosses i t a t r i g h t 
angles from the J a f f a gate t o the gate of the Haram, 
c a l l e d the Bab a s - S i l s i l e , or gate of the Chain. 

The C h r i s t i a n s occupy the western h a l f of the c i t y , 
the n o r t h e r n p o r t i o n of which i s c a l l e d the C h r i s t i a n 
Quarter and contains the Church of the Holy Sepulchre; 
the southern p o r t i o n i s the Armenian Quarter, having 
the C i t a d e l at i t s north-west angle. 

The Mahometan Quarter occupies the n o r t h - e a s t p o r t i o n 
of the c i t y , and i n c l u d e s the Haram esh-Sharif. The 
Jewish Quarter i s on the south, between the Armenian 
Quarter and. the Haram. 62 

Now i t has already been shown t h a t i n f a c t t here are more 
than j u s t f o u r q u a r t e r s and a glance a t P i g . 17 w i l l show 
c l e a r l y t h a t they are n o t t o be bounded n e c e s s a r i l y by the 
main c i t y thoroughfares. S i m i l a r l y , Wilson's assumption t h a t 
the q u a r t e r s are d i v i d e d on r e l i g i o u s grounds i s t r u e -
perhaps more so than i n most Middle East c i t i e s - but i s 
s t i l l s u p e r f i c i a l . R e l i g i o u s f a i t h and geographical 
f a c t o r s such as race and language are v e r y much i n t e r m i n g l e d 
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i n the Middle East as has been shown by W.B.Fisher among 
geoferaphers^^ and A.S.Atiyeh among Church h i s t o r i a n s . ^ 
**ence the q u a r t e r s i n Middle East c i t i e s are u s u a l l y - as 
here - r e f e r r e d t o as 'ethnic q u a r t e r s ' and not ' r e l i g i o u s ' . 
Now compared, w i t h many c i t i e s of the r e g i o n , Jerusalem's 
q u a r t e r s are simple and uncomplicated and based l a r g e l y on 
r e l i g i o n ; i n some c i t i e s , the d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g f a c t o r s are 
more complex tfcan here w i t h economic, s o c i a l , l i n g u i s t i c 
and r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s a l l combined, as B i r o t and Dresch have 

65 
c l e a r l y p o i n t e d out. Aleppo i s a good example t o compare 
w i t h Jerusalem i n t h i s r e s p e c t * ^ f o r around i t s c i t a d e l i s a 
very complicated q u a r t e r system w i t h t r i b a l and v i l l a g e 
f a c t o r s common. 

However, even i n Jerusalem, the n o n - r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s 
must be emphasised t o balanse the p i c t u r e . Two types of 
n o n - r e l i g i o u s q u a r t e r d i v i s i o n occure-

1) The eth^Lco-religious denominations 
2) T r i b a l , r a c i a l and v i l l a g e sub-quarters. 
n 

1) E t f ^ L c o - r e l i g i o u s d i v i s i o n s : 
These are d i v i s i o n s which are n o r m a l l y classed as 

r e l i g i o u s but have a basis i n n o n - r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s . The 
outstanding, example here i s the Armenian Quarter. Apart 
from i t s monophysite views there i s no reason why the 
Armenian community should not l i v e h a p p i l y i n the C h r i s t i a n 
Quarter. Yet David S t r e e t i s a d i v i d i n g l i n e of more than 
t h e o l o g i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the Armenians have a d i f f e r e n t 
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language and c u l t u r e from the Arabs and have an almost 
e x c l u s i v e l y commercial economic l i f e . Because of t h e i r wide 
geographical spread and l a c k of any p o l i t i c a l home they have 
o f t e n been compared w i t h the Jews. R e l i g i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
have p r e v a i l e d s u f f i c i e n t l y t o enable the Arabic-speaking 
S y r i a n Church t o a l l y i t s e l f w i t h the Armenians as discussed 
above; but t h e r e has been t h i s s t r o n g cleavage between the 
Arab and the non-Arab, the Greeks, Syrians and Copts a l l 
b e i n g Arabic-speaking. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t t h a t other l a r g e 
non-Arab community the L a t i n s , s e t t l e d i n the Middle Ages 
on Mount Sion - also an expression of desire t o be away from 
the Arab areas. The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of a l l Europeans as 

Franks and the d i v i s i o n of the Jews between Sephardim and 
Ashkenazim are both other instances of t h i s c u l t u r a l as 
opposed t o t h e o l o g i c a l i n f l u e n c e . There i s no evidence, 
however, of the Jewish groups forming s t r i c t l y separate sub-
qu a r t e r s f o r t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s have been mainly i n language 
and. c u l t u r e and i n any case, the Sephardim were almost the 
on l y type of Jew i n Jerusalem p r i o r t o the l a s t c e n tury. 
Some d i v i s i v e elements i n s i d e the Greek Orthodox Church have 
been observed, between the Arab l a i t y and lower c l e r g y and. the 
higher c l e r g y who are l a r g e l y Greek. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t 
the l a y c i t i z e n s have not b u i l t t h e i r h a b i t a t i o n s around the 
Greek monaatic and p a t r i a r c h a l b u i l d i n g s , but t h i s i s 
probably f o r economic reasons (see below p. 210 ). 
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2) N o n - r e l i g i o u s sub-quarters: 
Many of the smaller q u a r t e r s i n Jerusalem, e s p e c i a l l y i n 

the Moslem Quarter are of a n o n - r e l i g i o u s c h a r a c t e r . This was 
f i r s t brought t o general n o t i c e i n the middle of the l a s t 

69 
century w i t h the orthographic mapping of Sandreczki. Thus 
th e r e are a numberaof sub-quarters which are named a f t e r the 
gates and form d i s t i n c t communities but not of a s t r o n g 

n 
e t h i c a l nature - more a matter of c l a s s or f a m i l y l i n k a g e or 
of o r i g i n . These include the Harat Bab Hytta i n the no r t h - e a s t 
of the Old C i t y ; the Harat Bab e s - S i l s i l e i n the southern p a r t 
of the Moslem Quarter; and the Harat Bab e l 'Amud i n the f a r 
n o r t h of the C h r i s t i a n Quarter. Other q u a r t e r s are named a f t e r 
areas of the c i t y , some long since disappeared, e.g. the 
Harat a l Maidan i n the Jewish Quarter. Some sub-quarters have 
been named a f t e r famous l o c a l men. I t w i l l be r e c a l l e d t h a t 
i n Mejir-ed-Din's l i s t t h e r e were instances of t h i s ( p . 273). 
Today there i s a small q u a r t e r named a f t e r a l o c a l sheikh i n 
the north-west of the Moslem Quarter. I t i s o f t e n common t o 
f i n d t h a t a f a m i l y w i l l g r a d u a l l y o b t a i n c o n t r o l over the 
p r o p e r t y i n a whole s t r e e t and the s t r e e t w i l l thus become a 

70 
f a m i l i a l sub-quarter. Other q u a r t e r s have been named 
a f t e r * the d i s t r i c t s or v i l l a g e s from which the o r i g i n a l 
( n o t n e c e s s a r i l y the present) r e s i d e n t s came, e.g. A l Maghrebiye 
Harat a l Hayadare, Harat a l I s t a m b u l i y e , e t c . Thus i t i s a 
known f a c t o r t h a t , as p o i n t e d out r e c e n t l y by J.Boskin, 
d e s p i t e the advantages of yrban l i f e , immigrants from the 
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c o u n t r y m a i n t a i n a n o s t a l g i c r e c o l l e c t i o n of t h e i r previous 
71 

homes and t h i s helps q u a r t e r f o r m a t i o n on o r i g i n l i n e s . I t 
has even been seen i n many places, f o r instance i n Mecca 
among the Jeddans, &hat immigrants w i l l s e t t l e i n t h a t p a r t 
of the c i t y which i s nearest home: but the phenomenon has not 
been d e f i n i t e l y observed and checked i n Jerusalem. 

There i s some evidence f o r s o c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s i n the 
q u a r t e r s of Jerusalem such as has been observed i n the cases 
used i n s o c i a l area a n a l y s i s research i n recent years i n 

7 ? 
B r i t a i n and the U.S.A. Thus i n l a t e Ottoman Jerusalem there 
grew the d i s t i n c t tendency f o r the b e t t e r class and wealthy 
Arabs t o s e t t l e i n the extra-mural suburbs. I n some c i t i e s 
t h e r e has been observed some class d i s t i n c t i o n w i t h i n 

7^ 
qu a r t e r s but t h i s i s not obvious i n Jerusalem. 

F i n a l l y , r e l i g i o u s d i s t i n c t i o n s must not be r u l e d out 
completely. The majo r d i v i d e s a f t e r a l l have been between 
Moslem, C h r i s t i a n and Jew although t h e r e i s also a s t r o n g l y 
observed Arab/noa-Arab d i v i s i o n as has been seen. The 
C h r i s t i a n Quarter i s s t r o n g l y sub-divided, on r e l i g o o s l i n e s 
w i t h t h e o l o g i c a l f e e l i n g s t r o n g between Uniate and Orthodox; 
Monophysiate and D i o p h y s i t e ; T r a d i t i o n a l and P r o t e s t a n t . 
Thus the a r r i v a l of the Z i o n i s t Jews a t the end of the 
l a s t century began a s t r o n g d i v i s i o n between the l i b e r a l 
and reformed Jews on the one hand and the u r t h o d o x on the 
o t h e r . Even outsi d e the Old C i t y , the Orthodox have kept as 
f a r as p o s s i b l e , i n t h e i r own suburbs such as Yemin Moshe. 
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On the other hand i t must be c l e a r l y n o t i c e d t h a t the 
Moslem and Jewish q u a r t e r s w i t h i n the Old C i t y have tended 
s t r o n g l y t o d i v i d e on n o n - r e l i g i o u s grounds, w i t h the 
exception of s m a l l communities such as the Dervishes, the 
S Shi'as (never many), and the K a r a i t e s . I t i s v e r y n o t i c e a b l e 
t h a t i n the Moslem Quarter, c i t i z e n s and p i l g r i m s from non-
Arab races have tended t o have t h e i r own q uarters and own 
khans: the Maghrebiyeh Quarter and the i n d i a n Hoppice f o r 
i n s t a n c e . 

3. Quarter Anatomy 
Many have been the general: d e s c r i p t i o n s of the average 

urban quarter i n the Middle Eastern c i t y but t h e r e have been 
few d e t a i l e d examinations of q u a r t e r anatomy and morphology. 
Thus B e t t s , u s i n g q u o t a t i o n s from Rondot and Le Roy w r i t e s 
as f o l l o w s : 

I n the c i t i e s o f Aleppo, Damascus and Ladhiqiyya, the 
compact w a l l e d C h r i s t i a n Quarters - more o f t e n than 
not named a f t e r those massive gates which even i n recent 
memory were r e g u l a r l y closed a t n i g h t *pour se mettre 
a l * a b r i du coup de main de quelque f a n a t i q u e * - bespoke 
the r i g i d i s o l a t e d existence t h a t had governed the l i v e s 
of S y r i a n C h r i s t i a n s f o r c e n t u r i e s . Behind these ancient 
gates l a y a l a b y r i n t h of t i n y a l l e y s and 
covered s t r e e t s 'where only the i n i t i a t e d would dare t o 
Venture* l i n e d w i t h f o r t r e s s - l i k e houses whose 'securely 
padlocked i r o n doors zigzag entrances....and barred 
windows' witnessed t o 'an age-old f e a r of neighbours 
whose misdeeds and sudden o u t b u r s t s of rage are not 
f o r g o t t e n and s t i l l , even today, p o s s i b l e * . 74 

S i m i l a r p o e t i c sentiments have been expressed over Jerusalem*s 
q u a r t e r s but t h e r e are more precise d e s c r i p t i o n s . For instance 
Zev V i l n a y w r i t e s : " t h e suburban q u a r t e r s were s m a l l and poor 
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and t y p i f i e d by narrowness...." Many e a r l i e r w r i t e r s 
compared the d i f f e r e n t q u a r t e r s f o r appearance bat w i t h o u t 
d e t a i l s . One w r i t e r of the l a s t century described the Armenian 
Quarter as "the neatest and most agreeable q u a r t e r i n the 
c i t y " but r e f e r s t o the Jewish Quarter as " r a t h e r of an 

76 
opposite c h a r a c t e r t o the l a s t mentioned." The 19th. 
Century geographer R i t t e r described the Jewish Quarter as 

77 
" f u l l of d i r t and f i l t h " and these derogatory d e s c r i p t i o n s 
of t he Jewish Quarter have r e c e n t l y been echoed by the 
I s r a e l i geographer V i l n a y : " f o r c e n t u r i e s the e n t i r e Jewish 
community of Jerusalem huddled w i t h i n a warren of d i l a p i d a t e d 
hovels crowding the eastern slope of a h i l l f a c i n g Mount 

78 
Moriah..." S i m i l a r d e s c r i p t i o n s of the poor s t a t e of the 
Maghreb and Dervish communities can be found but the 
Armenian Quarter i s p e r s i s t e n t l y p r a i s e d . One w r i t e r 
described i t as "the f i n e s t s e c t i o n of the c i t y i n the 

79 
other q u a r t e r s the s t r e e t s are much narrower." 

These q u o t a t i o n s are not precise enough t o base any 
urban morphology on, but they do give a warning against 
a t t e m p t i n g t o apply ' u n i v e r s a l 1 p r i n c i p l e s of q u a r t e r 
s t r u c t u r e f o r there was much v a r i e t y even w i t h i n the one c i t y 
of Jerusalem. I n f a c t Jerusalem i s probably not t y p i c a l of 
Middle East c i t i e s f o r the v a r i a t i o n s i n qua r t e r a r c h i t e c t u r e 
and anatomy c o n t r a s t w i t h f o r instance Aleppo and Cairo, 
which appear much more un i f o r m . Jerusalem presents a mixture 
of r e c t a n g l e s and i r r e g u l a r i t y ; church and hovel; dome and. f l a t r o o f . 
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The q u a r t e r s of Jerusalem are l e s s r i g i d l y d i v i d e d i n t o 
ftn 

settlement c e l l s compared w i t h other c i t i e s i n the Middle 
East and the s e c l u s i o n o f t e n noted by scholars i n other 

81 
places i s not always found n e i t h e r . None of the q u a r t e r s 
has ever been w a l l e d (except f o r the Jewish Quarter f o r a 

82 
b r i e f p e r i o d ) and. none has developed i t s own r e t a i l i n g 
system of p o l i c i n g p o l i c y . The ' n a t u r a l ' development has been 
checked - as a t Damascus - by the p&her conveniences of the 
Roman s t r e e t g r i d ; and access t o the p i l g r i m s has been v i t a l 
t o a l l communities. 

a) General Land Use. The maps P i g . 16 and 17 combined 
w i t h the land, use maps i n Volume I I of t h i s t h e s i s i n d i c a t e 
c l e a r l y t h a t the q u a r t e r s of Jerusalem make very x±ii±B 
d i f f e r e n t and i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the urban 
landscape. P i g . 1$ shows c l e a r l y the v a r i a t i o n s i n the 
d e n s i t y of the b u i l t - u p area w i t h a l a r g e c o n c e n t r a t i o n of 
b u i l d i n g s of a r e s i d e n t i a l nature i n the n o r t h e r n p a r t of the 
C h r i s t i a n Quarter and. i n two other areas both i n the Moslem 
Quarter. The i n f l u e n c e of the Damascus Gate i s probably a 
very s t r o n g f a c t o r i n t h i s f o r i t i s n o t i c e a b l e t h a t both 
the Greek Orthodox and Moslem p o p u l a t i o n have packed, the area 
j u s t i n s i d e t h i s gate very t i g h t l y . There are no h o l y s i t e s 
i n t h i s area and s e c u r i t y i s not p a r t i c u l a r l y enhanced so 

r 
commercial c o n s i d e r a t i o n s must have been p r e v a l e n t . Correlations 
between land, use f a c t o r s w i l l be examined x below and. these 
p o i n t s emphasised again. As P i g . 16 shows, the f a r n o r t h e r n 



291 

q u a r t e r s of the c i t y are predominantly r e s i d e n t i a l and c o n t r a s t 
t o the L a t i n and ' I s t a m b u l i y e ' q u a r t e r s which have a very high 
percentage of r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s and probably few r e s i d e n t s . 
I n Edward Robinson's day, th?e L a t i n community numbered 
about 1,100 E±EXgy and l i v e d i n the area of the convent " on 

OA 

which they are w h o l l y dependent." Hence i t was not a l a r g e 
community and i s evBn now not large i n n a t i v e adherents, 
since even by 1931 the whole of Jerusalem only had 6,000 L a t i n s 
and many of these were c l e r i c s or i n establishments outside 
the Old C i t y . 8 5 

Hence i t can be seen t h a t some q u a r t e r s are almost 
e n t i r e l y r e s i d e n t i a l (e.g. the Moslem Quarter, the Jewish 
Quarter, Bab e l 'Amud Quarter, Bab H y t t a Q u a r t e r ) ; others are 
composed mainly of p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s such as churches (e.g. 
the C h r i s t i a n Q u a r t e r ) . A comparison of Plates 9»10 and 11 
i n Volume i i w i l l show t h i s c l e a r l y f o r there are c l e a r 
d i f f e r e n c e s i n land, use p a t t e r n s between the q u a r t e r s and 
i n a r c h i t e c t u r e , adcording t o the l e v e l of r e l i g i o u s i n t e n s i t y 
and the nature of the f a i t h s . This a r c h i t e c t u r a l f a c t o r cannot 
be examined i n d e t a i l here although i t has great importance 
i n terms of urban Uandscape. One f a c t o r however, has been 
examined i n more d e t a i l by way of i l l u s t r a t i o n . P i g . 21 
shows the d i s t r i b u t i o n of r o o f types f o r the w a l l e d c i t y , 
p l o t t e d from a recent a e r i a l photograph. The s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of t h i s i s t h a t the domed r o o f s represent the o l d e r ' n a t i v e * 
b u i l d i n g s ; the p r a c t i c e of doming r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s 
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had. almost petered, out by the end. of the Ottoman period. 
87 

and. t h i s was lamented, by many exp e r t s . The angled, r o o f s 
represent f o r e i g n i n f l u e n c e i n the c i t y from western Europe 
and. the f l a t t e r r o o f s the more common form of £HH r o o f i n g f o r 
poorer houses. Hence the C h r i s t i a n and. Armenian q u a r t e r s 
have a h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n of European type r o o f s ; the 
f l a t t e r r o o f s represent poorer housing and. growth of a l a t e r 
date; and the domes older s t r u c t u r e s . For instance the large 
number of domes i n the Jewish Quarter represents not j u s t the 
preference of the Jews f o r . t r a d i t i o n a l forms but a l s o the 
Moslem EKHXEX r e s t r i c t i o n s on Jewish b u i l d i n g - they g e n e r a l l y 
used older p r o p e r t y . 

b) The Quarter; Nodes and. S t r u c t u r e . The l a r g e percentage 
of r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s i n Jerusalem and the legacy of the 
Roman ' g r i d - i r o n ' s t r e e t p a t t e r n renders g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s on 
q u a r t e r morphology d i f f i c u l t . There are r e a l l y d i f f e r e n t 
types of s t r u c t u r e , based upon ' n a t u r a l ' growth, f i x e d p o i n t s 
such as h o l y s i t e s , or f i x e d l i n e s of communication, i . e . the 
s t r e e t s . Much of what f o l l o w s has been developed from a 
study of the Jewish Quarter since t h i s is the l a r g e s t area 
i n the c i t y which shows comparative freedom of development 
( i . e . from f i x e d p o i n t s and l i n e s : t h e r e were many l e g a l 
r e s t r i c t i o n s ) and as p o i n t e d out above the Jews have tended 
t o k e e p i t o t r a d i t i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l forms. ®® 
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The maze o f s t r e e t s and houses i n t h i s q u a r t e r i s o f t e n 
c o n f u s i n g ^ a t f i r s t s i g h t but nevertheless c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s 
can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d . P a r t i c u l a r l y important here i s the nodal 
space o f * square*, the importance of which i n urban morphology 
has r e c e n t l y been emphasized by Amos Rapoport i n a dis c u s s i o n 

90 
on urban r e l a t i o n s h i p s . The s t r e e t s are hinged around open 
space's which may c o n t a i n a r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g or some other 
p u b l i c s t r u c t u r e or a bazaar. I n I t a l i a n c i t i e s t h i s f e a t u r e 

91 
has been observed and noted by E.N.Bacon. The main open 
spaces or 'squares' form nodes which serve surrounding houses 
- as many as 50 or 60 i n the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem -
fo r m i n g a basic settlement c e " l l . These nodes, are l i n k e d 
t o g e t h e r by means of s t r e e t s i n t o a l a r g e r q u a r t e r o f t e n w i t h 
a main s t r e e t as the a r t e r y as i n some quarters i n Damascus. 
This can be represented diagrammatically as below, w i t h the 
node and surrounding b u i l d i n g s f o r m i n g a settlement s h e l l ( t o 
use Doxiadis's term) which i s a small sub-quarter and l i n k e d 
t o i t s neighbours by communicative l i n k s , the s t r e n g t h of 
which depend on the c o r d i a l i t y ( o r otherwise) o f the r e l a t i o n ­
ships between them. .. 
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The s t r e e t s spread out (not of course s t r a i g h t as i n the 
diagraml) and l i n k w i t h neighbouring nodes where t h e r e i s some 
degree of r e l a t i o n s h i p t o form a l a t t i c e p a t t e r n t h u s : 

Together they might form a Larger q u a r t e r as the l i n k s are 
e s t a b l i s h e d . Thus i n the Jewish Quarter i n Herusalem s t r e e t s 
and houses have been taken over g r a d u a l l y and where the quorum 
(10 males) i s found a synagogue f o r the p a r t i c u l a r l i n g u i s t i c 
or t h e o l o g i w a l group i s b u i l t or a c e l l a r ( f o r s e c u r i t y ) i s 
designated f o r t h a t purpose. The (by Jerusalem standards) 
f r i e n d l y Jewish groups e s t a b l i s h e d l i n k s w i t h each o t h e r : and 
indeed i t i s not very c e r t a i n t h a t t h e r e was not a l a r g e degree 
of r e s i d e n t i a l mixing. Had Moslem communities r e t u r n e d t o the 
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area a f t e r the Jews had. begun t o s e t t l e there then over time 
s t r e e t s might have been diverted, or blocked and communication 
i n h i b i t e d . ^ (Ff the l a t t i c e i s able t o grow of course, the 
l a r g e r q u a r t e r s tend t o l i n k up and form an i r r e g u l a r (tfcere 
i s no need f o r excercises i n geometry) web of nodes and 
linkages as r e l a t i o n s h i p s of s o c i a l or commercial nature are 
e s t a b l i s h e d . This can be seen i n many Middle East c i t i e s such 

94 
as J a f f a and C a i r o . U s u a l l y , however, the system f i n d s a 
n a t u r a l or man-made boundary which represents a d i s t i n c t 
m orphological break - and. as o f t e n as not t h i s boundary i s 
one of the major axes of the c i t y . I t has already been 
asserted i n the case of the c i t y of Jerusalem t h a t the f o u r 
main s t r e e t s do not represent hard. and. f a s t d i v i s i o n s between 
the q u a r t e r s . Yet they have proved important b a r r i e r s , 
e s p e c i a l l y as they c o n t a i n the main bazaars. On the other hand, 
a q u a r t e r can expand across them i f need, be and a r e l a t i o n s h i p 
i n s o c i a l or c u l t u r a l terms b r i d g i n g the main s t r e e t can 
f i n d expression i n s t r e e t alignment and t r a f f i c f l o w . An 
example of t h i s can again be found i n the case of the Jewish 
•Quarter of Jerusalem, showing how linkages have spread -aaross 
the T a r i q Bab en-Nabi Daud i n t o ' the smaller Harat al-Yehud. i n 
the Armenian Quarter. On the other hand, the smaller Harat 
al-Meidan i n i t s eastern branch seems t o have acted as the 
eastern border of the Jewish Quarter s e p a r a t i n g i t from the 
Maghrebiyeh w h i l e the S t r e e t of the Chain has acted as a 
border t o the n o r t h . Thus the organic s t r u c t u r e of the Jewish 
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Quarter might be represented l i k e t h i s : 

MOSLEM QUARTER 
St r e e t of Ohajn 

ARMENIAN 
QUARTER 

P Hara 
e l Yahud 

MAGHREB 
QUARTER 

A s i m i l a r instance i s the way the L a t i n Quarter has i n the Last 
hundred years • s p i i L e d over' the w a l l s v i a the New Gate w i t h 
many buiLdings j u s t outside t h a t gate. I t should be kept i n 
mind t h a t i n Jerusalem and other c i t i e s a lso -whiLe t h e o r e t i c a L 
planned growth was unknown - yet the q u a r t e r s have o f t e n giown 
as a d e l i b e r a t e p o i i c y by the successive purchase of p r o p e r t y 
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and the establishment of l i n k s between p r o p e r t y and nodes. This 
i s how the Jewish Quarter has evolved over the l a s t few hundred, 
years. Thus± t o an already e x i s t i n g Sephardim Quarter, the 
Ashkenazim came i n the l a s t century and constructed the old 
Hurva Synagogue and the T i f e r e t I s r a e l Synagogue and the l a t t e r 
w i t h i t s l a r g e 'square' became almost the c e n t r a l node of the 

O R 

whole Quarter. I t i s shown i n P i g . 23. The more 'organized.' 
communities grew i n l i k e manner. Thus Arab records have 
produced evidence of the sale of land on Mount Sion i n 1513, 
whereby Suriano, the s u p e r i o r of the Franciscans, purchased. 
land f o r 24 zecchari from a c e r t a i n Mohammed Rejebii} presumably 

96 
a Moslem. A f t e r t h e i r e v i c t i o n from Mount Sion, the 
Franciscans pursued a s i m i l a r p o l i c y from t h e i r new centre 
of St. S a l v a t o r and bought land i n the north-western corner of ±1 
the c i t y . The L a t i n s developed a q u a r t e r based, on a major 
node i n f r o n t of St. S a l v a t o r , but i t seems from evidence of 
the p a t t e r n o f l i f e i n t h a t q uarter t h a t the b u i l d i n g s are 
the s o c i a l f o c i r a t h e r than the open spaces. Other v a r i a t i o n s 
from the p a t t e r n seen i n the Jewish Quarter can be found i n 
those p a r t s of the c i t y where the ' g r i d - i r o n ' s t i l l p r e v a i l s , 
such as i n the southern and. e e n t r a l p a r t s of the Moslem 
Quarter. Here a more open p a t t e r n i s the norm w i t h nodes at 
cross-roads or i n major b u i l d i n g s such as mosques or the 
bazaars. I n f a c t i n the Moslem and C h r i s t i a n q u a r t e r s , nodes 
are not very obvious - perhaps an i n d i c a t i o n t h a t q uarter 
segregation was o f t e n weak and the c e n t r a l bazaars and gates 
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w i t h t h e i r markets proved the main s o c i a l and commercial f o c i . 
One f i n a l area worth a b r i e f note i s the small Bab H y t t a 
Quarter i n the f a r n o r t h - e a s t of the Moslem Quarter. I t appears 
t o have developed a d i f f e r e n t p a t t e r n from i t s neighbours 
(perhaps because i t was a l a t e r development) and a ' d e n d r i t i c ' 
l a t t i c e has emerged focused on one main node f o r the qu a r t e r 
near i t s entrance. 

I t might be f i n a l l y pointed out t h a t i n none of the 
q u a r t e r s whatever the type of s t r u c t u r e found, has a bazaar 
of an ethnic character emerged. Even the Suq e l I g a t t a n i n , 
an obvious exception perhaps, never f l o u r i s h e d , d e s p i t e i t s 
apparent advantages, and. was d e r e l i c t and disused a t the end. 
of the Ottoman p e r i o d . 

c) The Nodal Sqpare 
The f i r s t i n d i v i d u a l i t e m i n the q u a r t e r morphology i s 

the square which as has been seen, l i e s a t the h e a r t of the 
l£fctice which forms the framework f o r the m a j o r i t y of the 
q u a r t e r s i n Jerusalem. A l l three f i g u r e s , 23,24 and. 25, show 
t h i s f e a t u r e c l e a r l y . I n P i g . 23, the large square i n f r o n t of 
the T i f e r e t I s r a e l Synagogue can be seen a t the h e a r t of the 
q u a r t e r as an obvious node of a c t i v i t y , w i t h s t r e e t s l i n k i n g 

98 
i t t o neighbouring 'squares'. The s t r e e t s themselves form a 
p a t t e r n of spaces l i n k e d t o g e t h e r as i n Rapoport's 'Vernacular 

99 
jDesign'. * The f e a t u r e i s common and important as o f t e n the 
connecting s t r e e t s are narrow or formed by means of steps and 
paths over r o o f s . 1 0 0 S e c u r i t y and land, shortage has helped t o 
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keep the nodes i n many quarters secluded and. access to parts 
of the Jewish Quarter i n recent years has been p a r t i c u l a r l y 

3 «* 

d i f f i c u l t . B l i n d alleys (see especially Pig, 21) are ypther 
conspicuous feature of t h i s pattern, often forming t h e i r 
own f a m i l i a l communities w i t h minor nodes and S±K s o c i a l 
patterns. To the nodal space the inhabitants come to 
worship or perhaps to purchase goods from a s t a l l h o l d e r 
or workshop (trade i s not completely absent) or merely f o r 
tha t t y p i c a l Middle East a c t i v i t y - gossip over coffee and 
a pipe• 

d) Religious Buildings. 
I t can be seen from a study of the large-scale plans 

of Jerusalem th a t the main feature which determines whether 
a space shall, be a nodal space or merely an opening f o r l i g h t 
i n the s t r e e t , i s the presence of a r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g , i . e . 
a church, synagogue or mosque. Thus i n a l l the major squares 

P.102 

i n Pig. 23 there i s at least one synagogue. Pig. W, however, 
i s an exception to t h i s r u l e f o r the Bab Hytta Quarter appears 
probably on account of i t s late development, to have no 
mosque. However, mosque locat i o n i n spaces i s found i n some 
locations such as behind the Austrian Hospice. I t does seem, 
howeverm that whereas synagogues and churches tend, to be 
b u i l t adjacent to spaces and squares, mosques are more frequent! 
away from these features. This i s perhaps a r e s u l t of the 
overriding importance of A l Aqsa Mosque as a centre of the 
Jerusalemite's worship. 3" 0 1 Many Moslems worship at A l Aqsa 
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rather than at the smaller mosques which i n any case have 
not quite the same significance s o c i a l l y as the English 

102 
parish church. The community churches and the synagogues 
are much more s o c i a l f o c i , however, since the communities of 
the non-Moslems are i n a minority and f e e l closer k n i t to 
t h e i r common ethnic features of which t h e i r sectarian 
t r a d i t i o n s are the v i s i b l e symbol. 

e) The Compound. One important feature of quarter 
morphology i n Jerusalem i s the r e l i g i o u s 'compound1. This i s 
usually a feature of a community which has l i t t l e 'native' 
backing and therefore needs to be bound closely together i n 
the strange environment. I t has thus been largely a Chris t i a n 
feature and the Jews have not developed i t at a l l . 

The compound develops i n the f o l l o w i n g way. A church i s 
b u i l t f o r a community and eventually a convent attaches 
i t s e l f to the church. I f pilgrims come, then a hospice might 
be b u i l t (e.g. Casa Nova) followed by accommodation f o r the 
leading d i g n i t a r y (e.g. Patriarch) and his s t a f f . The 
patriarchate can be an important administrative b u i l d i n g 
under the m i l l e t s y s t e m . S c h o o l s f o r the 'native' 
adherents or Moslems and colleges f o r clergy f o l l o w . A l l 
these buildings might be linked together and. enclosed by a 
strong w a l l to form almost an urban v i l l a g e , ^he two best 
examples of t h i s process are the Anglican St. George's 
compound to the north of the c i t y and the Armenian St. James's 
compound w i t h i n the c i t y . St. George's, although a recent 
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innovation "by Jerusalem standards and outside the walls, 
shows the f u l l range of a c t i v i t i e s a l l surrounded by a w a l l 
and close together. Beginning with a church and bishop's 
residence i t developed a hoste l , a school ( f o r Arabs) and 
most recently a college f o r clergy and research workers. I t 
has houses f o r i t s s t a f f and o f f i c e s f o r the Archbishop, 
Bishop and. also a l i b r a r y . A l l are t y p i c a l l y B r i t i s h i n 
architecture and flavour, as most of the Latin structures 
are French! St. James's compound has a s i m i l a r range -
cathedral church, convent, hospice, l i b r a r y , school, seminary, 
etc. Now some compounds such as St. George's and. the Coptic 
Khan are largely self-supporting and isolated, e n t i t i e s 
surrounded by other ethnic types; others such as the Armenian 
compound, the L a t i n St. Salvator compound form the f o c a l 
points of small quarters f o r adherents have gathered under 
the shelter of the compound, walls and the community acquired 
l o c a l property. Thus the compound can be an 'eccentric' or 
i t can be a nodal point; a minor quarter or the focus of a 
larger one. 

f ) The Streets. One of the most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c features 
of the urban quarter i n the Middle East i s the s t r e e t . Streets 
radiate out from the nodes or run o f f the main thoroughfares 
i n an sxx e r r a t i c course which may lead, to a dead end or may 
l i n k up with others to form a complex maze. The very narrow­
ness and i r r e g u l a r i t y have had. important defensive purposes 
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as Baer has observed. 105 While arches, casements and even 
whole houses have at times been b u i l t over these streets 
they have served the purpose of providing access to the 
houses but such as to discourage the stranger from entry. 

I n Jerusalem the str e e t pattern i s of two types. The f i r s t 
type i s the 'n a t u r a l 1 quarter s t r e e t - w ith no p a r t i c u l a r 
d i r e c t i o n or course, simply l i n k i n g adjoining nodes. I t can 
be seen i n the Jewish and. Bab Hytta quarters. The streets 
f o l l o w no regular pattern and. alternate between narrow d e f i l e s 
and wider spaces which add much of the charm to these areas. 
Off the main l i n k street there might be smaller s t r e e t s , 
perhaps b l i n d a l l e y s . Thus i n the Bab Hytta Quaiiter, the 
f o l l o w i n g s t r e e t pattern has emerged: 
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The nodal squares are connected "by a major axis which has a 
basic rectangular course tout, o f f i t run minor s t r e e t s , many 
ending i n an enclosed courtyard, or at the "blank w a l l of a 
house. The pattern i s i r r e g u l a r and access d i f f i c u l t f o r the 
stranger. 

A second, pattern can toe seen i n Jerusalem as a r e s u l t of 
the Roman str e e t network, i . e . a r e c t a l i n e a r network of 
d i s t i n c t r e g u l a r i t y . So the Bato es-Silsaleh Quarter has a 
str e e t pattern thus: 

4f 

The streets are generally at r i g h t angles to each other and 
minor divergencies due to houses toeing b u i l t across the str e e t 
do not a l t e r the general pattern and i t has survived through 
a l l the v i c i s s i t u d e s of the Middle Ages. Nodes, i n c i d e n t a l l y , 
tend i n t h i s system to be at cross-roads or where some 

107 
i n s t i t u t i o n or func t i o n makes a node along a s t r e e t . 
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Thus as f a r as street patterns arefconcerned, the main 
morphological forces which appear to have been at work 
were: a) the Roman, g r i d plan 

b) defensive needs and 'natural* growth. 
The basic plan was taken i n i t i a l l y and used by the 
Byzantine and Arab s e t t l e r s but over time and especially 
i n the r e s i d e n t i a l suburbs the r e c t a l i n e a r pattern has been 
modified as houses have encroached on the XHJ£B streets 
and an i r r e g u l a r pattern of narrowing and broadening 
SXXKKX street width brought i n t o being. However, much of 
the Old City has maintained a s u r p r i i i n g degree of r e g u l a r i t y 
i n the street g r i d ( as i n Damascus ) wi t h f a i r l y even street 
widths - especially i n the suqs and main a r t e r i e s . I n those 
areas of r e l a t i v e l y recent development (such as the Bab Hytta 
Quarter may be) or which ha&e seen frequent change of 
residents (as the Jewish Quarter), the rec t a l i n e a r pattern 
only exists i n bare o u t l i n e . 

g) The Residential Houses. Adjoining the streets are 
the houses of the ordinary residents. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
form of the Arab house w i t h i t s c e n t r a l courtyard and. s o l i d 
stone w a l l e x t e r i o r (see plate 14) has been discussed and 
i l l u s t r a t e d s u f f i c i e n t l y by scholars t o need no labouring 

108 
here. Jerusalem houses show the normal v a r i a t i o n s on 
t h i s courtyard pattern but many houses have no courtyard 
a t a a l l . I n the Jewish Quarter p a r t i c u l a r l y , houses seem to 
bbut each other with few breaks. This compares f o r instance 
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w i t h Shiraz i n Iran where nearly every house i s r e c t a l i n e a r 
109 

i n form around a courtyard * and such was normal i n Arab 
lands too. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g that not only do a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
features such as ro o f i n g vary but also the size of houses. 
As Fig. 16(b) indicates, the houses of the Jewish Quarter 
are smaller and more numerous than those i n the Bab e l •Amud 

and. Moslem quarters. Some quarters have a higher percentage 
of courtyards than others, e.g. the Bab Hytta and Bab es-
S i l s i l e h : t h i s may be that i t i s Moslems who prefer the 
secluded courtyard l i f e . I n f a c t f o r Jerusalem i n general 
the Moslem areas have most of the courtyarded dwellings. 
Whether t h i s i s i n f a c t because of the H i n s t i t u t i o n of the 
hareem, or not, i s d i f f i c u l t to say; one reason may be 
simply that the minority ethnic groups were more r e s t r i c t e d 
f o r b u i l d i n g space and simply could not a f f o r d the more 
spacious dwellings. There was also s e c u r i t y i n numbers and 
a high density of b u i l d i n g . . Since class d i s t i n c t i o n s have 
been u n t i l r e c ently uncommon i n the c i t y i t i s a frequent 
occurence tha t larger courtyarded houses can be found 
adjacent to smaller - and poorer ones. 
4. Quarter Economy 

Inside the quarters there has been some independent 
economic l i f e , although i t would, seem generally that Jerusalem 
presented a much more integrated appearance than was normal 
f o r Middle East c i t i e s . The quarters had few ethnic suqs 
although as has been seen there were div i s i o n s inside the main 
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bazaars. There have been some souvenir shops i n the La t i n 
Quarter and inside Herod's Gate a 'temporary' market has been 
i n operation f o r a number of decades, but apart from the 
Suq e l Qattanin, no sizable bazaar has emerged i n the c i t y 
ourfcside the c e n t r a l suqs and t h e i r extensions i n the d i r e c t i o n 
of the gates. Hence the strength of commercial advantages 
has overcome any r e l i g i o u s segregation. This compares f o r 
instance w i t h Shiraz where a Jewish Quarter developed i t s 
own shops, e t c . ^ ^ and w i t h Damascus i n the post-Ummayad 
period which Selim Abdul-Hak has described as? "a c o l l e c t i o n 
of quarters which replaced the ancient blocks; each of these 
quarters l i v e d l i k e a v i l l a g e with i t s commercial centre and. 

112 
i t s main buildings such as the baths and the mosques." 

There have been a number of small enterprises w i t h i n the 
quarters, however, usually geared to r e l i g i o u s purposes. 
Thus the L a t i n Quarter has sponsored i t s own p r i n t i n g press 
and i n c i d e n t a l l y a t t r a c t e d private p r i n t i n g firms t o that 
area. The Armenian convent has supplied - i n the l a s t century 
anyway - medical services to the quarter^"^ and the Jewish 
Quarter developed i t s own p r i n t i n g shops.'L"L^ Souvenir 
manufacture has been a source of employment f o r Arab Catholics 
i n the L a t i n Quarter since the beginning of the Ottoman 

115 
period ' and most of the quarters have developed small s t a l l s and workshops of a 'general grocery' or r e l i g i o u s (candlfes etc.) 
kind. However, the Jewish (and to some extent Christian) 
Quarter w i t h i n the Old C i t y was very dependent i n the Ottoman 
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period on donations from overseas and i t s economic l i f e 
appears t o have been very low. Thus Hasselquist comments: 

"...the greatest part of the Jews here are poor, as 
they have no opportunity of t r a f f i c k i n g ; f o r without 
i t they cannot t h r i v e i n any part of the world. They 
have no other income here than what they can get from 
the p i l g r i m s of t h e i r nation. 117 

So generally commercial land use was not s i g n i f i c a n t inside 
the r e s i d e n t i a l quarters and while e c c l e s i a s t i c a l administrate 
may have brought some l i f e to them - the Latin Patriarch had 

"LI 8 
a large s t a f f - the l a i t y had only a few workshops. The 
main bazaars of course spread i n t o the quarters - up Christian 
Street and. along the Street of the Chain (see next chapter): 
and the Ottoman period saw the Suq e l Qattanin epas. However, 
these remained (even the Suq e l Qattanin) non-ethnic i n 
character and. there have been Moslems owning shops i n 
Chr i s t i a n Street and Christians with s t a l l s and. shop premises 
i n the suqs bordering the Moslem and. Jewish quarters. This 
i s thus another example of the lack of r i g i d d i v i s i o n s between 
the quarters which i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of many of the c i t i e s 
of Palestine and certainlyeo of Jerusalem. 
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3) RELIGION AND THE GROWTH OP THE QUARTERS 

In conclusion, the question must be asked, 'What 
influences has r e l i g i o n had on the quarter system of Jerusalem?' 
and i n p a r t i c u l a r 'What e f f e c t on the quarters has the function 
of r e l i g i o u s centre produced ?• On the surface, i t might be 
answered that r e l i g i o n has had a considerable e f f e c t i n 
providing' the main divi d d i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . Despite the 
non-religious features i n quarter d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n , i t i s clear 
th a t i n contrast to Aleppo, Damascus, Beirut and most other 
c i t i e s of the Middle East, the quarters of Jerusalem are 
mainly divided by r e l i g i o n . E3TEBUS< Even Mecca has quarters 
based largely on o r i g i n . Yet many of the d i v i d i n g and d i f f e r e n ­
t i a t i n g points are non-religious. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t that the 
two large non-Arabic speaking communities - the Armenian and 
the Latin - are tucked away i n extremities of the walled, c i t y ; 
and that the Arabic speaking c i t i z e n s form a block of quarters 
adjacent to each other. S i m i l a r l y , o r i g i n has played, a large 
part especially i n the Moslem Quarter. I n f a c t the quarters 
of Jerusalem, despite the i n t e n s i t y of r e l i g i o u s f e e l i n g i n 

t d i s holy c i t y , are much, less r i g i d than those i n most other 
HQ 

parts of the Middle East. 17 Thus the description by Sjoberg 
of the normal ethnic quarters seems never to have been r e a l l y 
true of Jerusalem: "Ethnic quarters tend, to be s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t 
e n t i t i e s t o the extent t h a t urban l i v i n g allows, physically 
and s o c i a l l y separate from the rest of the community." ^ 0 
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The quarters of Jerusalem were never walled f o r any length of 
time; they did not generally develop t h e i r own separate 
economic systems but used the c e n t r a l bazaars; and i n times 
of c r i s i s they seem to have pulled together. Thus r e l i g i o n has 
not had such ax destructive influence on urban sosriety i n 
Jerusalem as might be imagined: as an ethnic f a c t o r i t has 
divided the c i t i z e n s but bloodshed seems to have been confined 
to the precincts of the Holy Sepulchre at Easter. 

The influence of the c i t y as a r e l i g i o u s centre seems to 
have worked i n the same d i r e c t i o n . A common i n t e r e s t i n the 
p i l g r i m trade - even the Moslem r u l e r s were interested i n the 
welfare of Chris t i a n pilgrims - and benefits which accrued to 
a l l communities from i t , helped, to give the c i t y a common 
aim and keep both the c e n t r a l bazaars from d i s i n t e g r a t i n g 
and the quarters from too much introspection. 

I t has often been suggested that the holy s i t e s have had 
an a t t r a c t i n g influence on r e s i d e n t i a l development and 

121 
c i t i z e n s have tended to cl u s t e r around them. Yet the 
evidence does not show t h i s at a l l . The Holy Sepulchre has 
not attracted dense settlement and neither has the Haram: and 
the Jews seem to have been quite content to stay t h e i r distanc 
from the Wailing Wall. This view has been tested s t a t i s t i c a l l y 
by p l o t t i n g urban land, use percentages and c a l c u l a t i n g the 
c o r r e l a t i o n between the separate f a c t o r s . The 100 metre g r i d 
of the Survey of Palestone 1:2,500 map was used f o r the 
purpose and data collected only f o r the Old City i t s e l f . 
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The factors used have been: 1) Percentage of area i n .100 m. 
b u i l t - u p . 2) Percentage of area b u i l t - u p by r e l i g i o u s 
structures 3) Percentage of area b u i l t - u p by public and. 
c u l t u r a l structures 4) Number of souvenir shops. 

The l a s t item w i l l be dealt with i n the next chapter. 
1?? 

The correlations were calculated with the formula: 

NI2XY - (2D0(*Y) 
r = 

J(NZX 2 - (£X)2) (N£Y 2 - (2Y) 2) 

Between f a c t o r 1) and. 2) i . e . the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
the b u i l t - u p area and the area under r e l i g i o u s buildings 
the r e s u l t was a c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t of r = 0.14 
This would suggest that there i s no strong p u l l of the 
r e l i g i o u s buildings f o r r e s i d e n t i a l quarters and confirms 
izartograjhhdic evidence which points to the Damascus Gate as 
the outstanding a t t r a c t i o n f o r settlement. 

^ e i t h e r was there any d i s t i n c t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n ( none 
was expected.) between 1) and 3) i . e . the publicfebuildings 
and r e s i d e n t i a l density, f o r here r = 0.059. This too confirms 
cartographic evidence - nearly a l l pub.liciibuild.ings are i n 
the l i g h t l y populated southern Moslem Quarter. Hence the 
density of quarter settlement i n the Bab e l 'Amud Quarter 
and the northern part of the Moslem Quarter must be due to 
the a t t r a c t i o n i n commercial terms of the Damascus G ate. 

http://pub.liciibuild.ings
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I n c i d e n t a l l y the c o r r e l a t i o n between 2) and 3) was 
negative, r = -0.112, implying mMmm R A B M ^ P that r e l i g i o u s 
and public buildings have been separate. This confirms that 
the southern Moslem Quarter has been the main area f o r public 
buildings - i t i s ce n t r a l and a f t e r a l l the majority of the 
population has been Moslem. The main exception has been the 
Citadel which i s more peripheral than i n most Middle East 
c i t i e s . The southern Moslem Quarter with i t s baths, law-
courts, etc. has been described by Vilnay and others as the 

123 
c u l t u r a l centre of Jerusalem 

Thus r e l i g i o u s factors have not been overiding ones i n 
quarter formation. I t i s l i k e l y that the balance between the 
r e l i g i o u s communities has helped, -as i n many other Palestinian 
towns - to f o s t e r good, r e l a t i o n s . The worst 'ghettoes' and 
closed, quarters usually occur i n c i t i e s where the quarter 
inhabitants are a small m i n o r i t y - or a feared minority - i n 
an otherwise e t h n i c a l l y homogeneous population. The balance of 
f a i t h s i n Jerusalem has kept t h i s feature out of the c i t y 
and. the presence of the p i l g r i m trade has helped to make 
commercial f a c t o r s as important as r e l i g i o u s differences. 
The main importance of r e l i g i o n has been i n providing the 
m u l t i p l i c i t y of communities and the basic d i v i s i o n s : and i n 
providing the congregational buildings whihh have helped, to 
create the nodes around which the quarters i n the c i t y have 
largely been b u i l t . Roman planning and commercial incentives 
as w e l l as t r i b a l a f f i n i t i e s have also been v i t a l f a c t o r s , 

"' ' " 124 and i n recent decades helped, to break the quarters down. 
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A Note on the Extra-mural Suburbs 
The quarter system as normally Understood exists only 

w i t h i n the walled c i t y so extra-mural suburbs have been 
ignored. I t i s worth noting however t h a t they have existed, 
and Silwan p a r t i c u l a r l y has acted as a 'poor quarter' f o r the 
city ; housing many of the lowest class of society and acting 
as a bridge between r u r a l and urban l i f e . Bethany has thrived 
largely on p i l g r i m tra.de as has et9Tur on the Mount of Olives. 

The Jewish suburbs which developed, west og the Old C i t y 
i n the la s t century are i n t e r e s t i n g i n that not only were old 
ethnic d i v i s i o n s perpetuated as Jewish suburbs enclosed old 
Chri s t i a n and Moslem v i l l a g e s but the Jews themselves were 
divided between the orthodox i n t h e i r new suburbs west of the 
Hinnom (many preferred to stay i n the Old City of course) 
and the 'modern' Jews who b u i l t newer European type suburbs 
on the h i l l s and again often i n communities. The Z i o n i s t 
immigrants r a r e l y chose to l i v e i n the old. Jewish Quarter i n 
the Old. C i ty which some regarded with as much scorn as the 

125 
C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s did. ^ The orthodox who moved, outside 
the c i t y formed a walled, quarter i n Yomin Moshe (named a f t e r 
S i r Moses Montefiore) and another r i g i d l y orthodox quarter 
i n Mea She'arim. I n the rest of the extra-mural c i t y , 
Arab or Jewish, class d i s t i n c t i o n s have replaced the ethnic 
d i v i s i o n s . 

http://tra.de


313 

CHAPTER 14 

THE LOCATION OP ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 

The importance of economic a c t i v i t y i n the study of 
urban morphology has been stressed by many geographers 3" and 
a la r g e q u a n t i t y of research has been undertaken s t u d y i n g the 
I p c a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the c e n t r a l 
business d i s t r i c t (C.B.D.) and i n d u s t r i a l areas of the modern 
European and American c i t y . The importance of c e n t r a l i t y and 
a c c e s s i b i l i t y i n the l o c a t i o n of the C.B.D. has been brought 

2 
out as a r e s u l t and i n the case of i n d u s t r y the l o c a t i o n of 
raw m a t e r i a l s , markets and Labour and also of power have been 
shown t o be v i t a l . ^ 

I n the average Middle East c i t y , the r e t a i l i n g and f i n a n c i a l 
a c t i v i t i e s of the C.B.D. are not i s o l a t e d from i n d u s t r i a l 
a c t i v i t i e s f o r the l a t t e r tend t o be c a r r i e d on i n workshops i n 
and among the shops, f r e q u e n t l y w i t h v e r t i c a l i n t e g r a t i o n i n 
f a m i l y concerns. Location wise, the * suq* or bazaar of Middle 
East c i t i e s tends t o be i n s i d e the w a l l e d area and. also close 
t o the c i t a d e l which i s a prominent f e a t u r e of most towns i n the 

4 
area. There l a also a tendency f o r shopping and business areas 
t o grown i n the area of the main gates. Other common f e a t u r e s 
i n c l u d e the tendency f o r s p e c i a l i s a t i o n w i t h i n the bazaar: t h i s 
has been a common f e a t u r e i n Middle East c i t i e s f o r c e n t u r i e s and. 
was observed f o r instance by Niccolo of Poggibonsi i n Damascus. 
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However, i n raftst c i t i e s t h i s d i v i s i o n was not s t r i c t . ^ Other 
f e a t u r e s common include the small nature of mosj of the 
shops and workshops - o f t e n mere c u b i c l e s - which allowed 
a l a r g e number of establishments t o f i n d room f o r themselges 
i n a small area. F i n a l l y , t here were the caravanserais and 
khans which were important f o c i of economic l i f e as the 
centres of the wholesale s e c t o r o f t r a d e . I n a l l these f e a t u r e s 
we sh a l l , see t h a t there i s n o t h i n g i n Jerusalem which i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y unusual: indeed i n many respects i t i s very 
t y p i c a l ( a p a r t from being g e n e r a l l y cleaner than most 
o r i e n t a l c i t i e s ) and ap^rt from the i n f l u e n c e on the number 
and type of shops, r e l i g i o n and the pduLgrim trade have not 
caused much v a r i a t i o n between the bazaars of the c i t y and 
those of neighbouring c i t i e s . 

The general h i s t o r y of economic l a n d use i n Jerusalem 
has been already sketched i n the chapters on land use i n 
S e c t i o n C (see e s p e c i a l l y pp. 189-191; 204-210; 227-235) 
and w i l l not be repeated here, n e i t h e r w i l l a g r i c u l t u r e be 
d e a l t w i t h except i n c i d e n t a l l y . This chapter w i l l be mainly 
concerned t o gi v e some i n d i c a t i o n of the l o c a t i o n a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and the morphological f e a t u r e s of the 
bazaars or suqSi 
1. General Development. 

I t w i l l be r e c a l l e d from the previous discussion, (p.189+) 
t h a t of the main business areas of A e l i a we know l i t t l e 
except t h a t most scholars are agreed t h a t the forum was 
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c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d i n the area of the present M u r i s t a n and 
7 

t h a t most economic a c t i v i t y was c a r r i e d on t h e r e . The forum 
of A e l i a was i n f a c t remarkably c e n t r a l compared w i t h some 

o 

Roman c o l o n i a l c i t i e s i n the area such as Damascus and 
Gerasa.^ The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the b a s i l i c a of the Holy 
Sepulchre would have ensured the continuance of t h i s c e n t r a l 
market. There seems t o have "been already one urban node which 
was located p e r i p h e r a l l y according t o the Madaba Map and t h i s 
may ( i t i s only an assumption) have been also a commercial 
f o c u s . This was the small space w i t h a monument j u s t i n s i d e 
the Damascus Gate. The markets continued t o be c e n t r a l l y 
placed i n the Middle Ages despite the f a c t t h a t Jerusalem 
had no c e n t r a l c i t a d e l . I n f a c t the p e r i p h e r a l l o c a t i o n 
of Jerusalem's c i t a d e l (compare Aleppo) does not seem t o 
have i n f l u e n c e d the bazaars muc h at a l l . except f o r the f a c t 

-j 

t h a t a corn market developed here, j u s t i n s i d e the J a f f a Gate. 
Thus although Bernard the Wise mentions the market as being 
i n t he Muristan before the Crusades ( p.204) the p e r i o d of 
the L a t i n kingdom gives evidence t h a t there was a movement of 
bazaars t o the gates. The Muristan had become the H o s p i t a l 
of the Knights of St. John ^ and the area near the c i t a d e l 
had become a corn m a r k e t . ^ The l o c a t i o n of the l a t t e r was 
i h p a r t a r e s u l t of the storage of corn i n the c i t a d e l ( p . 2 0 4 ) 
and al s o according t o Abel, the i n f l u e n c e of the p r o x i m i t y of 
the khan of the l o c a l •Chambre de commerce', on the s i t e of 

1? 
the present SbatxK Coptic Khan. 
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R e p e t i t i o n of the d e t a i l s given above ( p . 2 0 4 f f ) i s not 
necessary but the general p i c t u r e of the bazaars of Jerusalem 
i n the Middle Ages i s g i v e n i n two s i m i l a r accounts by 
p i l g r i m s of the 13th. Century. The f i r s t , Ernoul wrote: 

On the l e f t hand, of the Tower of David, i n a square, there 
corn i s s o l d Then the Exchange i s reached 
where i s found a s t r e e t c a l l e d the S t r e e t of Mount Sion, 
f o r t h i s s t r e e t goes s t r a i g h t t o Mount Sion. 
And. t o the l e f t of the Exchange, th e r e i s a s t r e e t 
completely covered c a l l e d the S t r e e t of Herbs. There a l l 
the f r u i t of the c i t y i s s o l d and herbs and spices. At 
the end of t h i s s t r e e t i s a place where f i s h i s s o l d ; 
and behind, the market of the fishmerchants t h e r e i s a 
large place where b i r d s and cheese and f o w l and donkeys 
are s o l d . 
To the r i g h t hand of t h i s market are the workshops of the 
Syrian goldsmiths. And there palms are so l d which the 
p i l g r i m s take overseas. To the r i g h t of t h i s market are 
the workshops of the L a t i n goldsmiths. 13 

A l i t t l e f u r t h e r on: 
I n f r o n t of the Exchange, on the way t o the S t r e e t of 
Herbs i s a s t r e e t called. 'Malquisinat •. I n t h i s s t r e e t 
meat i s cooked t o s e l l t o p i l g r i m s 
Next t o t h i s s t r e e t M a l q u i s i n a t , i s a s t r e e t c a l l e d the 
Covered S t r e e t , where drapery i s s o l d . 14 

Although s i m i l a r i n wording t o the above (and t o the anonymous 
'Citez') a d e s c r i p t i o n i s also given by W i l l i a m o f Tyre: 

On the l e f t hand of the Tower of David, t h e r e i s a large 
square where corn i s s o l d 
At the eniftry t o the Exchange, i s fiound a s t r e e t covered, 
over, which i s c a l l e d the S t r e e t of Herbs. I n t h a t place 
i s s o l d a l l the herbs and a l l the f r u i t of the c i t y and a l l 
the spices. At the top of t h i s s t r e e t i s a place where 
f i s h i s s o l d . And behind the f i s h market i s a large 
place where cheese i s s o l d and f o w l s and donkeys. To the 
r i g h t hand, of t h i s market l i e s a place ofi the S y r i a n 
goldworkers. And. here palms are s o l d which the palmer 
takes overseas. To the l e f t of t h i s market are the 
workshops of the L a t i n goldworkers. 15 

Thus documentary evidence and also some car t o g r a p h i c evidence 
(see p. 204) enables us t o r e c o n s t r u c t the main f e a t u r e s of 
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the bazaars of Jerusalem i n the Middle Ages as i n P i g . 28. 
I t i s worth n o t i n g t h a t w h i l e the c e n t r a l area i s s t i l l the 
main market, since the Muristan became occupied by the 
H o s p i t a l of S t . John a t the beginning of the L a t i n Kingdom, 
the r e t a i l e r s have been pushed i n t o the s t r e e t s and the 
three-pronged covered, suqs emerge east of the Muristan area. 
I t i s also i n t e r e s t i n g t o note the d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n of suqs by 
product (and some eth n i c d i v i s i o n ) and. a l s o the tendency f o r 
p i l g r i m o r i e n t a t e d trades (e.g. the p a l m s e l l e r s ) t o be i n 
c l o s e r p r o x i m i t y t o the Holy" Sepulchre than f o d d s t u f f s . 

There were l i t t l e changes i n the l a t e r Middle Ages i n 
the l o c a t i o n of the bazaars although t h e r e were no doubt some 
changes i n d e t a i l . For i n s t a n c e , M a l q u i s i r i a t disappears; but 
the exchange p e r s i s t e d up t o the beginning of the present 
century and the p a l m s e l l e r s p e r s i s t e d long enough t o give 
t h e i r s t r e e t i t s e x i s t i n g name - Harfct ad-Dabbagh. One 
development of some importance was the b u i l d i n g ( or perhaps 
r e b u i l d i n g ) of the Suq e l - Q a t t a n i n i n one of the approaches t o 
the Haram esh-Sharif, the f a c t being recorded by Arab w r i t e r s 
as happening i n the 14th. Century."^ 

I n general since the end of the Middle Ages th e r e has 
been a general development;.of the bazaars towards the Damascus 
Gate as observed, by Edward Robinson 1^ and l a t e r along David 

•I o 

S t r e e t as w e l l described, by Gei»ke. RobAnson found the 
main suqs of the c i t y as s t i l l being l a r g e l y i n the t h r e e -
pronged area east of the Muristan ( t h e n a f i e l d ) and describes 
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i t as: "two or three narrow lanes r o o f e d over, w i t h open shops 
on each s i d e , occupied by merchants and sedentary K±&±XKHS 
a r t i s a n s . They appear not t o be w e l l f u r n i s h e d , even f o r an 
o r i e n t a l c i t y . " ^ I t would appear t h a t i n the e a r l y 19th. 
Century the bazaars did not extend f u r t h e r n o r t h than the Khan 
es-Z e i t although there was probably(as l a t e r i n the century) 
some commercial a c t i v i t y j u s t i n and around the Damascus 

Of) 

G a t e . Conder t e l l s us of f r u i t s t a l l s i n David S t r e e t but 
otherwise t h e r e i s l i t t l e e a r l y mention of r e t a i l i n g i n e i t h e r 
David S t r e e t or C h r i s t i a n S t r e e t . I t seems l i k e l y t h a t the 
o l d space near David*s Tower was not a permanent market i n the 
e a r l y p a r t of the century and the Muristan was not used again 
u n t i l near the end of Ottoman r u l e , ^ence Russel w r i t i n g i n 
1832 says: "There i s not observed a t Jerusalem any space 

«. - . 

p r o p e r l y so c a l l e d ; the shops and markets are u n i v e r s a l l y 
21 

opened i n the p u b l i c s t r e e t s . " 
One of the best d e s c r i p t i o n s of the commercial l i f e of . 

Jerusalem i s given by Dr. Cunningham Gelake a t the end of the 
19th. Century and he has already been quoted above (p.229). 
According t o Geitke and other w r i t e r s of t h a t p e r i o d , the 
bazaars were now along the whole l e n g t h of David S t r e e t 
from a small 'country* market w i t h mixed merchandise t o the 
•Covered Suq* w i t h i n c r e a s i n g s p e c i a l i s a t i o n the f u r t h e r i n t o 
the c i t y one t r a v e l l e d . C h r i s t i a n S t r e e t also had shops of a 
higher c l a s s and there wasaan extension of the r e t a i l i n g 
a c t i v i t y up the s t r e e t t o the Damascus Gate and. a l s o i n s i d e t h a t 
gate. 
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There was i n a d d i t i o n small extensions t o the east and 
south of the c e n t r a l cross-roads i n the d i r e c t i o n o f the Sion 
Gate (along Harat el-Yahud) and the S t r e e t of the Chain. 
There was a l s o o v e r s p i l l outside the w a l l s along the S J a f f a 
Road and ou t s i d e the Damascus Gate. There was alaao a small 
market i n s i d e Herod's Gate. The s t r o n g tendency f o r the 
commerce of the c i t y t o migrate n o r t h and west continued 
throughout the Mandate p e r i o d as modern C e n t r a l Business 
D i s t r i c t s developed along the J a f f a Road and ( s i n c e 1948) 
along B Saladin S t r e e t . 

2) C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of Bazaars 
Prom the above synopsis and d e t a i l s already given i n 

S e c t i o n C c e r t a i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s stand out as prominent i n 
the bazaars of Jerusalem: 

i ) L o c a t i o n a l C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 
With regard t o the l o c a t i o n of the bazaars c e r t a i n 

f a c t o r s stand out as i m p o r t a n t : a) t h e i r general . c e n t a a l i t y ^ 
throughout most of the medieval and Ottoman p e r i o d s . 
b) An(apparently c o n t r a d i c t o r y ) movement towards the urban 
p e r i p h e r y , e s p e c i a l l y towards the end of the l a s t c e n t u r y . 
c) The lack of e t h n i c bazaars d) the s t r o n g i n f l u e n c e of 
the gates as opposed t o the h o l y s i t e s . 
a) General C e n t r a l i t y . Throughout most of the h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d 
d e a l t w i t h here, the main bazaars have been r e l a t i v e l y 
c e n t r a l e i t h e r i n the M u r i s t a n area or i n and around the 
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c e n t r a l c r o s s - r o a d s . This i s of course a l o g i c a l p o s i t i o n 
c o n s i d e r i n g the general p l a n of the c i t y . The main s t r e e t s 
g i v e access e a s i l y t o the Damascus Gate and the J a f f a Gate, 
the twoBunain p o i n t s of e n t r y i n t o the c i t y ; the S t r e e t of the 
Chain gives access t o the Haram enclosure, w h i l e the Harat 
e l Yahud runs down t o the area of intense r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y 
on Mount Sion. The c e n t r a l i t y of the Roman forum was i n 
keeping w i t h normal p r a c t i s e , although exceptions d i d occur 

22 
e s p e c i a l l y i n the east. The establishment of the b a s i l i c a 
of the Holy Sepulchre next t o the forum and the other r e l i g i o u s 
b u i l d i n g s i n the area no doubt confirmed, i t as the nodal p o i n t 
of c i t y l i f e . Hence the markets remained, here. That they i n 
f a c t moved i n t o the three-pronged suqs and the cross-roads 
area r a t h e r than towards the Holy Sepulchre might be i n p a r t 
the r e s u l t of Moslem i n f l u e n c e or the weakness of the l o c a t i o n a l 
p u l l of the h o l y s i t e s on o r d i n a r y r e t a i l i n g . P i g . 28 shows 
the p o s i t i o n of the medieval suqs and i t can be seen t h a t 
they are c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d and i s o l a t e d , i . e . t h e r e i s no 
f e a t u r e such as a c i t a d e l or large church or mosque t o act 
as a s t r o n g l o c a t i n g f a c t o r although the presence of the 
medieval khan, A l Walaka j u s t t o the east was no doubt an 
important f a c t o r i n m a i n t a i n i n g the bazaars i n t h a t l o c a t i o n . 
The persistence of the bazaars i n t h i s area i s n o t i c e a b l e 
and t y p i c a l of the Middle East c i t y where the suqs represent a 

23 
way of l i f e and a s o c i a l focus as w e l l as a commercial node. 
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b) Movement t o the p e r i p h e r y . This movement can be perceived 
even i n Byzantine times w i t h the sm a l l 'square* j u s t i n s i d e 
the Damascus Gate. I t was not a s t r o n g movement however, and 
from medieval documents we can be f a i r l y c e r t a i n t h a t the 
main bazaars remained c e n t r a l . There i s however, a po s s i b l e 
suggestion o f some spread e i t h e r towards the gates or i n the 
q u a r t e r s . A h i n t of markets other than those i n the c e n t r a l 
suq i s given by the Arab w r i t e r Sahin ad-Dah i r i who w r i t e s : 
" I n Jerusalem t h e r e are many bazaars. Among them, th r e e 
p a r a l l e l suqs. I t i s s a i d t h a t they have no equal throughout 

OA 

the g r e a t e r p a r t of the country." However, i t i s c l e a r 
t h a t the c e n t r a l bazaars are the most distinguished, and of the 
l o c a t i o n of o t h e r s , other than the Suq a l - Q a t t a n i n (which i s 
not a move t o the p e r i p h e r y ) we have no i n d i c a t i o n . 

The move r e a l l y began i n earnest i n the l a s t century 
u n t i l the p i c t u r e given i n F i g . 29 was reached, towards the 
end of the c e n t u r y . Here there was a move towards the main 
gates of the c i t y w h i l e the cent©El bazaars seemed from a l l 
accounts t o d e c l i n e and the Suq a l - Q a t t a n i n became almost 
completely deserted. A small bdsiness area grew up a t the 
Damascus Gate and the suqs began t o 'migrate' up the s t r e e t 
l e a d i n g t o i t ; more important, the J a f f a Gate and the road 
beyond drew r e t a i l i n g westwards along David S t r e e t and by 
the end of the l a s t c e ntury, the open spaces around the 
J a f f a Gate and the C i t a d e l were almost the main bazaar of 
the c i t y (see below p. 33.T ) . There were also moves south 
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along the Harat el-Yehud and east along the S t r e e t of the 
Chain where i n the Middle Agea the butchers had located 
themselves. 
c) There was no et h n i c market development. This compares w i t h 
many other Middle East c i t i e s where bazaars developed w i t h i n 

25 
the quarters t o serve the et h n i c groups. ^ Even c e r t a i n 
tendencies i n Jerusalem which might be thought t o be ethnic 
bazaars at c l o s e r examination do not prove exceptions t o t h i s 
statement. Thus the Suq e l - Q a t t a n i n has not been a Moslem 
q u a r t e r market w i t h a general, range of goods, but an urban 

26 
s p e c i a l i s t suq - the 'Cotton Bazaar' f o r the whole town. 
Also the medieval d i s t i n c t i o n between the Syrian and. the L a t i n 
goldworkers i s not an example of et h n i c bazaars. They were 
both s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the c e n t r a l bazaar f o r the S y r i a n (Arab) 
p o p u l a t i o n l i v e d n o r t h of the Haram enclosure. Thus wh i l e these 
separate d i s t i n c t i o n s meant t h a t there was some et h n i c 
arrangement i n the suqs - probably f o r l i n g u i s t i c reasons -
i t d i d not e f f e c t the morphology of Jerusalem's r e t a i l i n g . 
Indeed, i t may simply have been t h a t the L a t i n and Arab p i l g r i m s 
and other customers had d i f f e r e n t t a s t e s i n gold, work and were 
hence catered f o r by t h e i r own d e a l e r s . F i n a l l y there was a 
suq development down the Harat el-Yehud. s t r e e t south of the 
c e n t r a l cross-roads b i t i t was an extension of the main 

it 

bazaars and a l t h o u g h A c o n t a i n e d a high percentage of Jewish 
t r a d e r s (and customers) i t was not an et h n i c suq. 
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d) The s i g n i f i c a n t f e a t u r e of the 19th. Century development 
of the bazaars was the movement towards the gates and also 
a move towards the two main holy s i t e s the Holy Sepulchre and 
the Haram esh-Sharif. Thus we are presented w i t h the problem 
of assessing the r e l a t i v e s t r e n g t h of these two f a c t o r s as 
i n f l u e n c e s i n bazaar l o c a t i o n a l development. The movement 
of the bazaars can be represented, diagrammatic a l l y as below: 

Damascus 
Gate 

Holy 
Sepulchre 

J a f f a 
Gate t 

Haram esh-Sharif 
(Bab e s - S i l s i l e h ) 
« W a i l i n g W a l l 

v Sion Gate 

Th i s shows the main d i r e c t i o n s of • m i g r a t i o n ' and the 'goals* 
towards which the m i g r a t i o n has proceded. I n order i k f i t o 
attempt t o measure the amount of i n f l u e n c e each 'go-al' has 
had, the shop fr o n t a g e i n each d i r e c t i o n has been measured 
(as i t was about 1900) and. thus the diagram** can be 
c o r r e c t e d t o show the r e l a t i v e s t r e n g t h s of the d i f f e r e n t 
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n 

The diagrams* thus shows the amount of p e r i p h e r a l movement 
along each a x i s of movement and thus the r e l a t i v e e f f e c t i v e 
s t r e n g t h s of the v a r i o u s morphological i n f l u e n c e s . I t can be 
c l e a r l y seen t h a t the n o r t h e r n and western gates have had a 
considerably l a r g e r impact H£ on bazaar development than 
e i t h e r og the two major h o l y s i t e s ( t h e Suq e l - Q a t t a n i n i s 
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o m i t t e d however). I t should perhaps be not overlooked t h a t 
the Holy Sepulchre has over the years probably had a r e s t r a i n i n g 
i n f l u e n c e on the bazaars i n t h a t i t has prevented t h i s 
observable p e r i p h e r a l movement from g e t t i n g out of hand. The 
a r m i s t i c e s i t u a t i o n a f t e r 1948 i n c i d e n t a l l y provided a boost 
t o the Damscus Gate and the Suq Khan es-Zeit l e a d i n g t o i t f o r 
t h i s became the main gate of e n t r y t o the c i t y ( s u p p l a n t i n g 
the J a f f a GateQ) although i t was a pedestrian' way. The gates 
through which motor t r a f f i c has been allowed. ( S t . Stephens as 
f a r as'the A u s t r i a n Hospice; Dung Gate t o J a f f a Gate v i a 
Armenian. Quarter) have not a t t r a c t e d commerce, but the c e n t r a l 

•to be, 

suqs and the Suq Khan. e s - Z e i t have c o n t i n u e d A s e r v i c e d by 
barrow boys. 

P a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n the l a t e Ottoman p e r i o d was 
the movement towards the J a f f a Gate and even beyond f o r the 
growth of settlement west of the Old C i t y soon made the J a f f a 
Gate f a r from p e r i p h e r a l t o the l a r g e r Jerusalem. Thus Geieke 
observed on the J a f f a Road shops and houses and. "the booths 
of small d e a l e r s , donkeys w a i t i n g f o r h i r e , and. a n a t i v e cafe 
of wood, before which numbers of labourers and workmen s i t on 

28 
low s t o o l s , smoking water-pipes, at a l l hours." Apart 
from the i n f l u e n c e of the new r e s i d e n t i a l development which 
n a t u r a l l y drew the commercial centre of Jerusalem westwards, 
the J a f f a Gate had advantages through being the main gate 
by which n a t i v e v i l l a g e r s from the western and southern h i l l s 
( t h e o l d road t o Bethlehem l e d out t h i s way) entered, the 
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c i t y . Hence a market f o r country f o l k developed here. 

i i ) O ccupational and, e t h n i c d i v i s i o n s i n B a z a a r s . 

Apart from the g e n e r a l l o c a t i o n of the baza a r s , there i ? 

the important f e a t u r e to c o n s i d e r of the s p e c i a l i s a t i o n and. 
29 

d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n them. E t h n i c d i v i s i o n s have a l r e a d y "been 

mentioned and need not be laboured. The s e p a r a t i o n of S y r i a n 

and. L a t i n goldworkers has been seen a l r e a d y but i t should be 

noted t h a t both groups were i n the same a r e a w i t h i n easy 

a c c e s s of the Holy Sepulchre which no doubt was the main 

source of income. There has been a tendency f o r Jewish 

merchants to operate i n the Harat al-Yehud. and C h r i s t i a n 

shopkeepers i n C h r i s t i a n S t r e e t (Greek Orthodox Arabs i n 

p a r t i c u l a r ) but the d i v i s i o n i s by no means s t r i c t . Thus many 

of the shops i n C h r i s t i a n S t r e e t are ov/ned by Moslems and 

many i n Harat el-Yehud are a l s o Moslem owned. Yet at. one time 

many w r i t e r s assumed a s t r i c t d i v i s i o n by e t h n i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

There have however been other d i v i s i o n s . D i v i s i o n by. 

product and. t r a d e i s common i n c i t i e s of the Middle E a s t ^° 

and i n Jerusalem there are some e a r l y t e s t i m o n i e s to i t 

such as the quotations from C h r i s t i a n r e c o r d s above. N a s i r -

i - Khusrau a l s o mentions t h i s d i v i s i o n i n a more g e n e r a l 

way. He commented: 11 I n the c i t y t h ere a r e many a r t i s a n s ; 

f o r each group of them there i s a s p e c i a l bazaar." 

N i c c o l o of Poggibonsi a l s o mentions a d i v i s i o n between the 

' v i c t u a l s * and. the • s t u f f s ' markets so i t would seem t h a t the 
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u s u a l commercial d i v i s i o n s were a c t i v e i n the Middle Ages. For 
the whole Moslem period, of r u l e , the bazaars seem to have been 
d i v i d e d as f o l l o w s : -

PLACE ITEMS SOLD (Key to s o u r c e s a t end.) 

JXaffa Gate and. 
C i t a d e l 

David S t r e e t 

Covered Suq 
G e n e r a l 

Covered Suq ( E ) 
( S . e l Khawajat) 

Covered Suq (Cen.) 
( S . e l - A t t a r i n ) 

Covered. Suq (W) 
( S . el-Lehfaem) 

C h r i s t i a n S t r e e t 

Suq Khan e s - Z e i t 

Damascus Gate 

S t r e e t of Chain 

Harat el-Yehud 

Harat al-Dabbagh 

Holy Sepdlchre & 
P a r v i s 

Suq e l - Q a t t a n i n 

Corn General goods + F r u i t & Veg^ 
F r u i t , v e g e t a b l e s , bread, g e n e r a l goods. 
Dyeing ( B e n j . of Tud.) 

F r u i t K V e g e t a b l e s 
Exchange « e a s t e r n end only 
Shoemalers - e a s t e r n end only 

Sheep and g o a i i , f r u i t , o i l , g r a i n , l e a t h e r , 
shoemakers® s i l v e r s t u f f e d o b j e c t s ( S a h i n ) 

Leatherwork 
S t u f f s (*) 

a • 
Cooking ( M a l q u i s i n a t ) ~ 
Apothecaries and. p r o f e s s i o n a l 
Bread ^ 
Herbs, f r u i t , s p i c e s 

Leatherwork ® T a i l o r s & Shoemakers ® 
Souvenirs 

lower p a r t : goldworkers f i s h 
middle: soap 
upper: tanning 

General Commerce Finan c e . Cafes 

Butchers General goods 

Shoemakers, t i n s m i t h s , t a i l o r s . 

Palms Souvenirs 

S o u v e n i r s . F o o d s t u f f s m 

Cotton Weaving metalware 
I n g e n e r a l disuselby end of 19th. C. a 
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PLACE ITEMS SOLD 

Ma r i s t a n 

BEdirket e s -
S u l t a n 

V i a Dolorosa 

Herod's Gate 

General i n e a r l y Middle Ages 
@ 

Souv e n i r s . Leatherwork & basketwork 

C a t t l e market. 

Weaving m P o t t e r y (Wilson) 

F o o d s t u f f s 

KEYt * ' C i t e z de Jherusalem' 
@ Geiske 
+ Conder 
m Maundrell 
a Ashbee 
Ja Hanauer 
r Robinson 

The t a b l e i n d i c a t e s not only a l a r g e degree of s p e c i a l i s a ­

t i o n i n many suqs but a l s o a l a r g e spread of g e n e r a l r e t a i l i n g . 

N e a r l y a l l the gateway bazaars were 'general' i n c h a r a c t e r 

and f o o d s t u f f s widespread. Today the Suq Khan e s - Z e i t i s 

probably the main food bazaar i n the Old C i t y . Souvenir 

r e t a i l i n g i s a s p e c i a l i s t iiXHKH a c t i v i t y which i s spread not 

i n the main bazaars but g e n e r a l l y on r o u t e s . I n p a r t i c u l a t e 

P i g . 30 shows c l e a r l y how souvenir r e t a i l i n g f o l l o w s c l o s e l y 

the a c t i v i t i e s of the western C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m , e s p e c i a l l y 

i n the V i a Dolorosa and a l s o f o l l o w s c l o s e l y the route from 
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the J a f f a Gate to the Holy Sepulchre. But Moslem and Jewish 

p i l g r i m s do not seem to have a t t r a c t e d the spread of souvenir 

shops. The i n f l u e n c e of the Holy Sepulchre i s apparent, however, 

and the i n f l u e n c e of c e r t a i n h o p s i c e s can be seen (N.B. the row 

of souvenir shops i n the s t r e e t where the Gasa Nova Hoypice i s 

s i t u a t e d ) . An i n t e r e s t i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n of the s e n s i t i v i t y of 

souvenir shops to opportunity came i n 1967 when the W a i l i n g W a l l 

was opened up and reused by Jews. A number of Arab shopkeepers 

i n the Harat el-Yehud and S t r e e t of the Chain a r e a s gave up l e s s 

l u c r a t i v e p u r s u i t s to t u r n to s o u v e n i r s . (E'onerally however, 

Moslem and Jewish holy S i t e s have l e s s impact on souvenir shop 

l o c a t i o n than the major C h r i s t i a n s i t e s . T h i s i s brought out by 

the c o r r e l a t i o n between h o l y s i t e l o c a t i o n and s o u v e n i r shop 

l o c a t i o n . U s i n g the formula given om p. 310 above, a c o r r e l a t i o n 

c o e f f i c i e n t of r = 0.111 was c a l c u l a t e d between r e l i g i o u s land 

use and s o u v e n i r shops. T h i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t the souvenir shops 

a r e very s e l e c t i v e i n what holy s i t e s are important and a l s o 

i l l u s t r a t e s t h a t the shops are l o c a t e d on the r o u t e s and not 

n e c e s s a r i l y a d j a c e n t to the s i t e s . 

F i n a l l y i n t h i s s e c t i o n on d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n the bazaars, 

mention might be made of some d i v i s i o n on the grounds of q u a l i t y 

of goods which c r e p t i n t o the system i n the 19th. Century. Some 

s t r e e t s began to s p e c i a l i s e more i n European type goods, contrasting 

w i t h the t r a d i t i o n a l ways. Thus Geieke wrote: 

David S t r e e t , w i t h i t s d r e a d f u l causeway, can boast of the 
goods of C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , Damascus, Manchester, and Aleppo, 
but only i n s m a l l q u a n t i t i e s and a t fabulous p r i c e s . Towards 
the Jewish quarter most of the tradesmen are shoemakers, 
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t i n s m i t h s , and t a i l o r s , a l l of them working i n dark arches or 
cupboards, v e r y strange to see. Only i n C h r i s t i a n S t r e e t and 
towards the top of David. S t r e e t , can some watery r e f l e c t i o n s 
of European i d e a s as to shopkeeping be seen. 32 

i i i ) P h y s i c a l S t r u c t u r e and Appearance 

The b a z a a r s of the Middle E a s t c i t y bears, as the above 

quoatation i n d i c a t e s , l i t t l e resemblance to the C.B.D. of the 

American or European c i t y . Smallness i n s i z e i s the r u l e . I n 

g e n e r a l the suqs c o n s i s t of narrow l a n e s with the shops on 

e i t h e r s i d e mere c u b i c l e s or one^-room a f f a i r s , o ften only 

j u s t large.enough to allow the shopkeeper to operate. The 

narrowness and. darkness (most of the b a z a a r s are covered) 

add a p r o t e c t i v e q u a l i t y which can be seen to be n e c e s s a r y 

i n t h i s p a r t of the world. The s m a l l n e s s of the' shops and. the 

narrowness of the suqs enable a l a r g e number of e n t e r p r i s e s to 

be crowded i n t o a s m a l l space thus f a c i l i t a t i n g defence and. 

a l s o adding convenience f o r the customer. P i g . 31 shops two 

examples of the Jerusalem bazaar s t r u c t u r e . The Suq e l - Q a t t a n i n , 

dark and. forboding i s a good example of the 'planned' suq 

l a i d out as a market from the s t a r t . The c e n t r a l '(Covered Suq' 

of the c i t y i l l u s t r a t e s the a b i l i t y of t h i s s t r u c t u r e to crowd, 

a l a r g e number of shops i n t o a s m a l l space. These older suqs 

c o n t r a s t w i t h the open Muristan ( a l a t e Ottoman venture i n i t s 

p r e s e n t form) and the more open Suq Khan e s * Z e i t another 

l a t e r development, where an ordinary thoroughfare has been 

taken over by commercial e n t e r p r i s e s . David S t r e e t and C h r i s t i a n 
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S t r e e t are more open although, as ^ei«ke i m p l i e s , not r e a l l y 
•western' i n appearance. An i l l u s t r a t i o n of the l i g h t e r and 
more open suqs i s given i n P l a t e 12: the older darker suqs 
are more d i f f i c u l t to photograph. 

The importance of the three p a r a l l e l lanes i n the 

Covered Suq can "be seen now. I t enables a la r g e number of 

s m a l l shops to be crowded near the c e n t r a l c r o s s - r o a d s and 

the whole range of goods needed by the customer can be 

obtained without v e n t u r i n g outside the l a n e s . Of course, 

s i n c e the end of the Ottoman period, not only has the shopping 

system w i t h i n the Old C i t y been improved and developed but a 

l a r g e number of modern shops opened to the north of Herod's 

Gate (along S a l a d i n S t r e e t ) and along the J a f f a Road i n the 

J e w i s h c i t y . 

A f i n a l type of r e t a i l e r might be mentioned - the 

i t i n e r a n t . A number of s o u v e n i r s are s o l d by i t i n e r a n t t r a d e r s 

and i n the p a s t water c a r r i e r s and other i t i n e r a n t s have been 

important.. Some temporary markets arose towards the end of 

the Ottoman period i n response to an i n c r e a s i n g population: 

one i n s i d e the Herod's ^*ate has lasted, on a s t a l l , b a s i s ever 

s i n c e . Much of the J a f f a Bate market was of t h i s t y p e ^ but 

i t has s i n c e been cleared, and improved. 

i v ) Khans and C a r a v a n s e r a i s . 

F i n a l l y mention might be made of.the khans and s e r a i s 

of the c i t y . Many minor ones have come in t o being and 

disappeared, without being mentioned but c e r t a i n important 
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ones deserve mention. The khan i s the Arab v e r s i o n of the 

h o s pice and t h e r e have been both r e l i g i o u s khans such as the 

C o p t i c Khan devoted mainly to p i l g r i m s , and a l s o s e c u l a r 

khans used by commercial personnel and v i s i t o r s . The Khan 

e s - Z e i t , a f t e r which the suq i s named, i s a good example o£ 

t h i s l a t t e r type. I t o f f e r e d accommodation f o r men and b e a s t s 
35 

and s t o r a g e . The c a r a v a n s e r a i s l i k e many of the khans was 

a s.ecular i n s t i t u t i o n f o r the t r a d e r . I t acted as both a 

h o s t e l and a l s o as a warehouse f o r the storage of goods. Hence 

many of the s e r a i s were l a r g e . The b e s t known i n Jerusalem 

i n the Middle Ages appears to have basn A.l-Walaka which was 
s i t u a t e d j u s t e a s t of the main c r o s s - r o a d s - an i d e a l 

36 
l o c a t i o n . Both t h i s s e r a i s and the Khan e s - Z e i t show the c l o s e 
l i n k s between these i n s t i t u t i o n s and the b a z a a r s . I n f a c t they 

a r e b e t t e r d e a l t w i t h a l o n g s i d e the bazaars than w i t h the 

r e l i g i o u s h o s p i c e s . Another l a r g e s e r a i s was i n the c e n t r a l 

p a r t of the Moslem Quarter and the b u i l d i n g now known as the 
Moslem I n d u s t r i a l Orphanage, a f u n c t i o n i t took i n t h i s 

37 

c e n t u r y . There was a l s o a l a r g e s e r a i s to the north-west 

of the Haram e s h - S h a r i f which became a p r i s o n . I t was often 

frequented by Europeans i n the days before the B r i t i s h e n t r y 

i n t o the c i t y as i t gave good views of the Haram, then c l o s e d 

t o C h r i s t i a n s . ^ The Khan e s - S u l t a n , again j u s t e a s t of the 

c e n t r a l c r o s s - r o a d s along the SbcsEi S t r e e t of the Chain i s 

another i l l u s t r a t i o n of the tendency to l o c a t e khans and 

s e r a i s near the b a z a a r s . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t n e a r l y a l l 
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the khans and s e r a i s i n Jerusalem have been s i t e d i n the 

Moslem Quarter. The main re a s o n f o r t h i s i s probably t h a t 

they have been g e n e r a l l y used by Moslems, C h r i s t i a n s and 

Jews g e n e r a l l y p r e f e r i n g - o f t e n being compelled 4H - to 

use t h e i r own hoppices. Thus European t r a d e r s have not 

used the s e r a i s but the L a t i n Hospice. The n a t i v e Moslems 

however, have been almost the only customers of the s e c u l a r 

khans and s e r a i s and s i n c e t h e i r i n t e r e s t s have been i n e i t h e r 

the bazaars ( i f t r a d e r s ) or the Haram ( i f p i l g r i m s ) the 

l o c a t i o n of these s t r u c t u r e s i n the c e n t r a l and southern 

p a r t s of the Moslem Quarter i s not s u r p r i s i n g . The l o c a t i o n 

of most of the baths i n t h i s same a r e a i s almost c e r t a i n l y 

the r e s u l t of Moslem laws on c l e a n l i n e s s . - ^ 

I n d u s t r y and F i n a n c e . 

S i n c e most of the i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y of Jerusalem has 

been lo c a t e d i n the bazaar as a r e s u l t of the v e r t i c a l 

i n t e g r a t i o n p r e v a l e n t i n i t h i s p a r t of the world, ^ l i t t l e 

need be s a i d here about i n d u s t r y , ^ u t s i d e the b a z a a r s there 

have only been the t a n n e r s a t Siloam and by the Holy Sepulchre 

and f u l l e r s to the south of the w a l l s . Soap manufacture was a 

f e a t u r e of the Suq Khan e s - Z e i t and the T a r i q Bab el-'Amud 
£ 4-1 

even before these s t r e e t s became commercial. P o t t e r y was 
A ? 

c a r r i e d on near the Pool of Bethesda i n Ottoman times 

and weaving i n the P l a c e of S c o u r g i n g . ^ However, a p a r t 

f#om the f u l l e r s 1 , dyers and tanners* needs f o r water, few 
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l o c a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s can be seen h e r e . 

F i n a n c i a l coneernes have been i n Jerusalem and i n 

B i b l i c a l times were co n c e n t r a t e d on the Temple p r e c i n c t s 

(Matt. 21.12). Money changers had a s p e c i a l a r e a i n the Middle 

Ages a t the e a s t e r n end of David S t r e e t - a ve r y c e n t r a l 

l o c a t i o n and were d i v i d e d e t h n i c a l l y between S y r i a n and L a t i n 

changer. T h i s was probably because they d e a l t i n d i f f e r e n t 
4 

denominations of money r a t h e r than a s t r i c t e t h n i c s e p a r a t i o n ! 
4-5 

T h i s l o c a t i o n continued i n t o the l a s t c entury but now most 

money changers as w e l l as banks are ou t s i d e the w a l l s to the 

n o r t h and west and the only n o t i c e a b l e c o n c e n t r a t i o n of 

money-changing i s i n s i d e the Damscus ^ a t e . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

The main c o n c l u s i o n to be drawn from t h i s i s n t h a t w i t h 

r e g a r d to the l o c a t i o n anfi form of i t s economic a c t i v i t y , 

J e r u s a l e m shows no a b n o r m a l i t i e s and. i s i n many r e s p e c t s v e r y 

t y p i c a l of the Middle E a s t . The p h y s i c a l s t r u c t u r e of the olfil 

bazaars i s t y p i c a l . a n d t h e i r development i s t y p i c a l . The 

d i v i s i o n between o l d suqs w i t h i n a w a l l e d o l d c i t y and new 

modern developments out s i d e can be seen today a l l over the 

Middle E a s t (Damascus i s a ve r y good example) : i n t h i s , 

J e r u s a l e m i s again t y p i c a l . The i n f l u e n c e of the gates on 

bazaar growth - a perfectUy normal commercial development -

i n d i c a t e s the l i m i t a t i o n on the impact of r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s 

i n the commercial sphere. Admittedly, Jerusalem's l a r g e 
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number of s o u v e n i r shops are located, v e r y obviously i n m 

p a t t e r n which f o l l o w s t h a t of the main C h r i s t i a n h o l y s i t e s 

and h o s p i c e s ; and the presence of the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre must have helped to keep the main bazaars c e n t r a l . 

Y et the weakness of t h a t church as a l o c a t i n g f a c t o r f o r the 

g e n e r a l bazaars can be seen c l e a r l y i n the f a c t t h a t the 

Muristan l a y an open f i e l d f o r so Long w i t h no commercial 

l i f e a t a l l u n t i l the p r e s e n t Muristan was b u i l t - and t h i s 

market has not been an overwhelming s u c c e s s . 

So a p a r t ±"rom the s o u v e n i r shops and. the l a c k of e t h n i c 

bazaars, Jerusalem has not developed any strong p e c u l i a r i t i e s 

i n the morphological f e a t u r e s of i t s commerce; and the 

i n f l u e n c e of r e l i g i o n can be seen here to be f a r s m a l l e r 

than i n most other a s p e c t s of the c i t y ' s geography. 
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CHAPTER 15 

PLANNING A RELIGIOUS CENTRE 

The planning problems of any r e s o r t , r e c r e a t i o n a l pr 

c u l t u r a l c e n t r e are much, more acute than i n the case of other 

types of c i t y and hence i t i s to be expected t h a t much of the 

c h a r a c t e r of Jerusalem i s r e v e a l e d i n i t s planning h i s t o r y . 

T h i s chapter w i l l examine the 'problem' of the Old C i t y i n 

the p l a n n i n c of Jerusalem a,nd t r a c e how the post-1917 

administration, t a c k l e d the p h y s i c a l development of the T u r k i s h 

holy c i t y which i t i n h e r i t e d . 

Jerusalem has shared most of the problems of other 

r e l i g i o u s and r e c r e a t i o n a l c e n t r e s : problems,such as the 

f l u c t u a t i n g popu l a t i on . between 'the season? and" the off-season, 

p e r i o d ; the need f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of c e r t a i n . n a t u r a l and 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l - -feature's; • t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problem;?, w i t h a high 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n of i n t e r e s t a t ' c e r t a i n points.^" The i n t e n s e 

r e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t i n the Old C i t y of Jerusalem and i t s 

e n v i r o n s , a t t r a c t i n g thousands of p i l g r i m s and t o u r i s t s each 

y e a r , causes i n t e n s e problems s i n c e the v i s i t o r s r e q u i r e 

h o t e l s , t r a n s p o r t , food, e t c . which have to be provided and 

i n t u r n c r e a t e a demand f o r housing and other f a c i l i t i e s 

from those p r o v i d i n g these s e r v i c e s . Y e t the s u p p l y i n g of a l l 

t hese needs can c o n f l i c t w ith the d e s i r e to preserve those 

t h i n g s which a t t r a c t the v i s i t o r - the s i t e s , the views, and 
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the medieval atmosphere of the Old C i t y . L i k e York and Durham, 

Damascus and S h i r a z , Jerusalem has had to preserve i t s past 

h e r i t a g e while a t the same time p r o v i d i n g the comforts which 

even the most e n t h u s i a s t i c p i l g r i m r e q u i r e s . In a d d i t i o n , 

the i n s t a b i l i t y of the economy of a r e c r e a t i o n a l and r e l i g i o u s c 

c e n t r e i s a c o n s i d e r a b l e problem (see p. 8 9 ) . In other words, 

the planner has to attempt to d i v e r s i f y the economy and b r i n g 

i n other i n d u s t r i e s and t r a d e s but they can a l s o c o n f l i c t 

w i t h the need to preserve t h a t which a t t r a c t s the v i s i t o r . In 

the case of Jerusalem, t h e r e has been s i n c e the end of the l a s t 

c e n t u ry another problem ~ the need to absorb the l a r g e numbers 

of Zionist, immigrants who have needed, accommodation, workplaces 

and c u l t u r a l - f a c i l i t i e s . The need to preserve the Old C i t y 

in the fa c e of these demands f o r p h y s i c a l development has 3£SKI±HH 

dominated a l l town' plans of the present century, and not only hs. 

have the a c t u a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l m a s t e r p i e c e s had to be 

preserved but a l s o the whole atmosphere of the c i t y w i t h i n the 

wa l l s . " The importance of t h i s need has been emphasised, by 

S i r P a t r i c k Abercrombie, i n w r i t i n g : 

J e r u s a l e m i s one of those i n e x t r i c a b l e p a l i m p s e s t s of 
plan n i n g : what e x i s t s today ( a p a r t from David's C i t y and 
the temple topography) i s probably Roman i n o r i g i n ; but 
a f u s i o n of Roman, Crusader Gothic and I s l a m i c design 
has produced one of the f i n e s t cumulative c i v i c e f f e c t s 
i n the world; the narrow v a u l t e d approach, shot w i t h beams 
of l i g h t , through cpntinuous s u k s ( o r bazaars),, the sudd.en 
v a s t open, golden-hued s u n l i t esplanade, the c e n t r a l Dome 
of the Rock (one of the f i n e s t domes i n the world) and. 
the grey Mount of O l i v e s as background - beyond, t h i s 
human s i g n i f i c a n c e u s i n g a background, of a u s t e r e nature 
can no f u r t h e r go. 2 



33a 
The problem i n a n u t s h e l l has been how to p r e s e r v e t h i s 

h e r i t a g e w h i l e c a t e r i n g f o r the p i l g r i m s who v i s i t i t and 

i n r e c e n t decades the Z i o n i s t (and Arab) immigrants who need 

employment and other f a c i l i t i e s . Thus r e l i g i o u s and c u l t u r a l 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s have dominated the planning of Jerusalem. 

H i s t o r i c a l S y n o p s i s of P l a n n i n g i n Jeru s a l e m 

1. P r e - 1917 
Government i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the morphological development 

of Jerusalem can be t r a c e d back to B i b l i c a l times. The 

b u i l d i n g programme of Solomon f o r i n s t a n c e d r a s t i c a l l y - - " ' :afc& 
i 

Changed the lanscape of >the c i t y . However, i t was p r i n c i p a l l y 

concerned.with the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Temple and other 

r e l i g i o u s and r o y a l b u i l d i n g s and there is no evidence f o r an 

o v e r a l l p h y s i c a l . p l a n . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t i n the r e c o n s t r u c t ­

i o n under Nehemiah there, i s more d e t a i l e d planning v/ith 

p a r t i c u l a r family, or trade groups' occupying" c e r t a i n a r e a s 

('see Chapter 13) (Neh. 3) • .but - t h i n i s only r u r n i s e - r.nd-' even 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n works of Herod the Great do not appear to have 

ext nnd°d to hun.bler d w e l l i n g s or. s t r e e t s , 

The f i r s t , o v e r a l l . p h y s i c a l plan, was t h a t l a i d down by 

the Romans f o r the colony of A e l i a Capit'olina i n A.D. 132 

and most a u t h o r i t i e s r e c o g n i s e t h a t t h i s plan has p e r s i s t e d , 

i n g e n e r a l terms u n t i l the p r e s e n t day ^ (see p. 188). I t 

attempted to d e a l with the r e l i g i o u s problem by r e c o n s t r u c t i n g 

a new s h r i n e on the old Temple s i t e and another near the 

c e n t r a l forum. The old Jewish c i t y was completely destroyed 
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a p a r t from the c i t a d e l and some old w a l l i n g and a new s t a r t 
made. I n other words, r e l i g i o u s and c u l t u r a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
were l a r g e l y ignored as a new c i t y a rose from the r u i n s of the 
o l d . S i n c e then, the 'Jerusalem Nouvelle' of the Roman 
pl a n n e r s gained the s a n c t i t y of time as w e l l as the e n c r u s t a t ­
i o n s of C h r i s t i a n and Moslem s h r i n e s and houses u n t i l the 

" a r c h i t e c t u r a l p a l i m p s e s t " of Abercrombie emerged. Of course, 
v a r i o u s r e p a i r s , r e s t o r a t i o n s and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s were carried, 
out from time to time. I n p a r t i c u l a r , the Crusader period 
gave Jerusalem much of i t s f i n e r a r c h i t e c t u r e both i n the 
C h r i s t i a n e d i f i c e s and i n the Moslem r e s t o r a t i o n s . Suleiman 
the Magnificent i n the 16th. Century, r e b u i l t the w a l l s and 
made other r e p a i r s , while over the y e a r s the s t r e e t alignment 
s h i f t e d g r a d u a l l y from the r e c t a n g u l a r form which i t had i n the 
2nd. Century. However, w h i l e the L a t i n k i n g s and s e v e r a l of 
the Moslem r u l e r s made a c o n s i d e r a b l e impact on the c i t y 
none of t h e m . s u b s t a n t i a l l y changed the g e n e r a l l a y - o u t or 
d e v i s e i a p l a n as complete and o v e r - a l l as the c r e a t i o n of the 
Roman p l a n n e r s . 
2. 1917 -1969 

I n the 19th. Century t h e r e had been v a r i o u s p r o p o s a l s 

f o r p l anning of some d e s c r i p t i o n i n Jerusalem, which was 

l a n g u i s h i n g under the ' l a i s s e z f a i r e 1 c o n d i t i o n s of the 

Ottoman Porte; i n f a c t Wilson's Ordnance Survey p l a n was 

intended p r i m a r i l y as a b a s i s f o r water-supply schemes. 

L i t t l e , however, was accomplished. A r a d i c a l change came i n 
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1918 w i t h the formation of the Pro-Jerusalem S o c i e t y to 

oversee the a f f a i r s of the c i t y u n t i l a Mandate a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

c o u l d be formed to do the work. I t f o l l o w e d the famous 

proclamation of A l l e n b y which was r e a d from the s t e p s of the 

c i t a d e l a f t e r the e n t r y of the B r i t i s h troops, i . e . : 

. . . . . . s i n c e your c i t y i s regarded w i t h a f f e c t i o n by the 
adherents of three of the great r e l i g i o n s of mankind, 
and i t s s o i l has been consecrated by the p r a y e r s and 
p i l g r i m a g e s of m u l t i t u d e s of devout people of these three 
r e l i g i o n s f o r many c e n t u r i e s , t h e r e f o r e do I make known 
to you t h a t every s a c r e d b u i l d i n g , monument, h o l y spot, 
s h r i n e , t r a d i t i o n a l s i t e , endowment, pious bequest, or 
customary p l a c e of p r a y e r , of whatever form of the three 
r e l i g i o n s , w i l l be maintained and p r o t e c t e d according to 
the e x i s t i n g customs and b e l i e f s of those to whose 
f a i t h s they are s a c r e d . % 

T h i s d e c l a r a t i o n has been the key to the p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t 

p o l i c y s i n c e and has not been broken except by the Jordanian 

government i n r e s p e c t of the W a i l i n g W a l l and the I s r a e l i 

government i n r e s p e c t of the Mugharibiyeh Mosque. I t was 

taken up by the B r i t i s h m i l i t a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , Ronald 

S t o r r s the Governor d e c l a r i n g : 

-vJJja person s h a l l demolish, e r e c t , a l t e r , or r e p a i r the 
s t u c t u r e of any b u i l d i n g i n the c i t y or i t s environs 
w i t h i n a r a d i u s of 2,500 metres of the Damascus Gate 
(Bab a l Amud) u n t i l he has obtained a w r i t t e n permit 
from the M i l i t a r y Governor. 5 

These severe r e s t r i c t i o n s i n d i c a t e s t r o n g l y the i n t e n t to 

p r e s e r v e a t a l l c o s t s and i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t S t o r r s 

regarded the c e n t r a l point of h i s a r e a of p r e s e r v a t i o n as 

being the Damascus Gate, and t h e r e f o r e i n c l u d i n g much, of the 

land to the n o r t h . The Pro-Jerusalem S o c i e t y , regarded the 

Old C i t y as a u n i t w i t h i n i t s w a l l s and was i n t e r e s t e d only 
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i n the p r e s e r v a t i o n of Jerusalem intra-rauros, g e n e r a l l y 

speaking. I t s o b j e c t s were as f o l l o w s : 

1) The p r o t e c t i o n of and a d d i t i o n to the a m e n i t i e s of 

Jerusa l e m and e n v i r o n s . 

2) To provide and main t a i n parks, gardens, and. open 

spaces i n and. around Jerusalem 

3) To b u i l d museums, a r t g a l l e r i e s , l i b r a r i e s , e t c . 

4) To p r o t e c t and p r e s e r v e ' a n t i q u i t i e s . 

5) To encourage a r t s , h a n d i c r a f t s and i n d u s t r i e s . ^ 

The importance of the S o c i e t y i s t h a t the f i r s t t h r e e plans 

prodnoed f o r Jerusalem were l a r g e l y the r e s u l t of i t s e f f o r t s 

A l l placed, p r e s e r v a t i o n and amenities f o r p i l g r i m s and 

t o u r i s t s h i g h . 

The f i * s t p l a n produced under B r i t i s h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

was the 1918 p l a n of S i r W.H.McLean.^ The broader a s p e c t s of 

the scheme are shown i n P i g . 34 • I * implemented much of the 

o r i g i n a l aims of the Pro-Jerusalem S o c i e t y and of S t o r r s , 

and provided an important i n i t i a l s t e p , i . e . the need to 

p r e s e r v e the Old C i t y and i t s surrounding areas and to 

concentrate development elsewhere. Thus Ashbee w r i t e s : 

The d i s t i n c t i v e q u a l i t y of the McLean P l a n . 
i s t h a t i t i s o l a t e s the Holy C i t y ; s e t s i t , so t o 
speak, i n the centre of a pack, thus r e c o g h i s i n g the 
appeal i t makes to the world - the c i t y of an i d e a -
t h a t needs to be p r o t e c t e d . 8 

The McLean P l a n envisaged f o u r zones based on the degree of 

p r e s e r v a t i o n ( P i g . 34)• T h i s p o l i c y was to be continued, i n 

p r a c t i c a l l y a l l subsequent, p l a n s although the boundaries of 

the zones were modified. I t r e c o g n i s e d the importance of the 
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r e l i g i o u s nature of the Old C i t y and the f a c t t h a t the 'new 
c i t y * of A e l i a had now become the 'Old C i t y ' of the 20th. 
Century. The need to. p r e s e r v e and to p l a n development i n 
keeping with the preserved a r e a appear s t r o n g l y on the p l a n 
and i n the zoning. The a c t u a l zones were: 

1) Old C i t y : p r e s e r v a t i o n of medieval appearance the aim. 

ftbw b u i l d i n g only allowed under s p e c i a l c o n d i t i o n s . 

2) Inner Zone: No new b u i l d i n g - a r e a to become a green 

b e l t around the Old C i t y . 

3) T h i r d Zone: B u i l d i n g s to be e r e c t e d only w i t h s p e d i a l 

p e r m i s s i o n and under s t r i n g e n t c o n d i t i o n s to ensure t h e i r 

keeping with the c h a r a c t e r of the a r e a . 

4) Fourth Zone: The f u t u r e development a r e a . 

I n many r e s p e c t s the McLean p l a n has proved the b a s i s of 

p l a n n i n g s i n c e and the g e n e r a l suggestions c a r r i e d out, i n 

p a r t i c u l a r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of the Old C i t y as a s p e c i a l ' f o s s i l 

a r e a and the c r e a t i o n of a 'Green B e l t ' . However, the d e t a i l s 

of h i s p l a n proved unworkable. The s t r e e t network was f a r too 

r i g i d and i d e a l i s t i c . I t ignored r e l i e f and concentrated only 

on p r o v i d i n g a c l e a r and m a j e s t i c approach to the Old C i t y 

from the west and n o r t h . The a r e a marked f o r development on 

the McLean P l a n , has, however, l a r g e l y been developed, although 

not according to the 1918 p a t t e r n . 

F o l l o w i n g McLean, S i r P a t r i c k Geddes was asked by the 

Pro-Jerusalem S o c i e t y to a d v i s e on f u t u r e developments and 
Q 

produced the 1919 Geddes P l a n . 3 The s t r e e t p l a n of t h i s 



1* 

Sheikh J a r r a h 

eg 
t. ft: 
1 

^ 1 $5 

r 
RS S TR* IC TED •f; 

DEVELOPMENT 
,1 

3' tf 
WBUILDING V 

ZONE 
ZONE 

7 

It 

OLD J 

[ 

CITY 
i f : • i 

I K 

1 

[ 

i 

VJ". 1,1 S 11 l b t ; • ' .pvfr 

?Sil.wan 
t, 

M a p 

PS* f ! 

. i 

S t a t i o n 
F I G . 35 

JERUSALEM - GEDDES PLAN (1919) 



343 

scheme was more r e a l i s t i c than t h a t of i t s predecessor" 1" 0 and 
reduced the zoning to t h r e e only: 

1) Old C i t y . 

2) Area of R e s t r i c t e d B u i l d i n g 

3) Development Area. 

The a r e a i n c l u d e d i n Zone 2 was s i m i l a r to the McLean P l a n 

but excludes Bethany and E t Tor and i n c l u d e s a l a r g e a r e a south 

of S i l w a n . I t envisaged some development towards the n o r t h - e a s t 
11 

i n the d i r e c t i o n of the Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y . The a r e a of 

r e s e r v e d b u i l d i n g and r e s t r i c t e d development has proved to 

be a l i t t l e more r e a l i s t i c on the Geddes P l a n than oh the 

1918 p l a n and has g e n e r a l l y p e r s i s t e d along the l i n e s i n d i c a t e d 

by Gedd.es. S i m i l a r l y , although not f o l l o w e d i n d e t a i l , Geddes* 

concept of a s e r i e s of r i n g roads f o r the western and 

n o r t h e r n suburbs has g e n e r a l l y been put i n t o e f f e c t by 

subsequent schemes. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t the Old C i t y s t i l l 

remains i n 1919 i n i s o l a t i o n , from the r e s t of the c i t y and i s 

g i v e n treatment as a s p e c i a l u n i t . 

Ashbee has c r i t i c i s e d both the McLean P l a n and the Geddes 

P l a n f o r not g i v i n g a d e t a i l e d zoning scheme by morphological 

f u n c t i o n , i . e . a r e a s of occupation, r e s i d e n c e , a m e n i t i e s , e t c . 

Both plans were too much concerned w i t h the degree of 

permissiveness, to be allowed and the p r e s e r v a t i o n of the 

a n c i e n t s i t e s and open v i e w s : the r e s u l t was some haphazard 

development i n the permitted a r e a s . 

Within the context of the s p e c i a l preserved, a r e a s on the 

http://Gedd.es
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two e a r l y p l a n s , the Pro-Jerusalem S o c i e t y planned some 

ad hoc work of p r e s e r v a t i o n and improvement. For i n s t a n c e , 

cleaning-up operations were undertaken on the B i r k e t Hammam 

a l - B a t r a k and the Suq a l - ^ a t t a n i n , and r e p a i r s undertaken to 
12 

the Dome of the Rock. An i n t e r e s t i n g development was the 

Park System drawn up by Ashbee which followed approximately 

the l i n e s of Geddes* ' r e s t r i c t e d a r e a * a p a r t from S i l w a n . 

The park a r e a was intended as more than a r e s t r i c t i v e green 

b e l t but was to be planted w i t h t r e e s and developed as a 

p u b l i c amenity. Thus Ashbee w r i t e s : "Perhaps the g r e a t e s t need 

of Jerusalem, a f t e r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of i t a h i s t o r y and 

the c l e a n i n g of i t s s t r e e t s , i s gardens, shade and a f f o r e s t a t ­

ion". 1"^ T h i s inaugerated a t r e e - p l a n t i n g programme around the 

Old C i t y . I n a d d i t i o n the w a l l s were c l e a r e d of d e b r i s and 

o b s t r u c t i o n s to c r e a t e the •Rampart W a l k 1 which was to become 

the " s p i n a l cord of the Jerusalem Park System." 1"^ An 

attempt to l a y out a playground on Mount S i o n f a i l e d as a 

r e s u l t of the t h e f t of young, t r e e s by l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s . J 

However, the S o c i e t y d i d much u s e f u l p r e s e r v a t i o n work and 

s e n s i b l e development i n the Old C i t y a r e a and cleaned up 

the J a f f a Gate and many other a r e a s to make them more ac c e p t a b l e 

to both p i l g r i m and r e s i d e n t . 

The 'New, Town P l a n 1 of 1922 was based on a new 

t o p o g r a p h i c a l survey by G u i n i which was more a c c u r a t e than 

those of Wilson and others on which the previous p l a n s had 

been based. The new plan was claimed by. Ashbee as the c h i l d 

of the Pro-Jerusalem S o c i e t y and t h i s has been acknowledged 
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by K e n d a l l . ^ I t s main f e a t u r e was zoning by f u n c t i o n and i n 
f a c t few d e t a i l s f o r s t r e e t or b u i l d i n g development were 
l a i d out i n the p l a n . The zones were: 

1) Old C i t y : " r e s e r v e d f o r s p e c i a l treatment". Al s o 

Mount S i o n and S i l w a n . 

2) Park System (see above). P r i v a t e open spaces taken 

i n t o account h e r e . 

3) I n d u s t r y , workshops, f a c t o r i e s - around the r a i l w a y 

s t a t i o n ( f o l l o w i n g McLean) and the Mahanah Tehudah and G u i l a h 

a r e a s . T h i s was a new emphasis. 

4) B u s i n e s s and r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a . 

T h i s new f u n c t i o n a l approach to the zoning was an 

improvement on the p u r e l y n e g a t i v e and r e s t r i c t i v e approach of 

the previous schemes, and i t has g e n e r a l l y been followed 

although not i n d e t a i l . The. new emphasis on i n d u s t r y was 

welcome and shows t h a t the comment of Orni and E f r a t t h a t the 

Mandate a d m i n i s t r a t i o n didanot encourage t h i s . s o r t of growth, 
17 

i s not f u l l y j u s t i f i e d . ' I n g e n e r a l , the p l a n of 1922 

l e f t the Old C i t y with the a d d i t i o n of Mount S i o n and ( r a t h e r 

s t r a n g e l y ) S i l w a n , as r e s e r v e d a r e a . The green b e l t and a r e a 

of r e s t r i c t e d development which McLean and Geddes had 

suggested were amalgamated i n t o the Pro-Jerusalem's Park 

System; while aconomic and r e s i d e n t i a l kHXK±Hpa»±K development 

were planned to be as f a r from the Old C i t y as p o s s i b l e but 

i n the d e s i r a b l e l o c a t i o n s near the r a i l w a y s t a t i o n and along 

the J a f f a Road. Hence the continued development of the newer 
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c i t y to the west was a c t i v e l y encouraged by t h i s 1922 P l a n . 

The 1922 P l a n had a moderate s u c c e s s s i n c e i t l a i d down 

good g e n e r a l g u i d e l i n e s which p r e s e r v e d the old but allowed 

b r e a t h i n g space f o r the new: hence i t l a s t e d 8 y e a r s . However, 

i t s l a c k of d e t a i l made f u r t h e r p l a n s n e c e s s a r y and the most 
18 

important of the s e was the 1929 P l a n f o r the Old C i t y . T h i s 

p l a n i s an i l l u s t r a t i o n of the attempt to plan i n d e t a i l 

w i t h i n the g e n e r a l framework of the 1922 scheme. I t was i n 

p a r t i c u l a r concentrated on the w a l l s and gates of the Old C i t y 

which had r e c e i v e d some treatment from the Pro-Jerusalem 

SSBXX S o c i e t y some y e a r s b e f o r e . Some gates were renovated and 

some redesigned. The Damascus Gate was, f o r i n s t a n c e , given a 

new design which however, was not c a r r i e d out e x a c t l y as 

o r i g i n a l l y intended. Many good minor schemes had to be thus 

d r a s t i c a l l y of moderately ammended before being put ir i t b 

e f f e c t . An important featd.re of the 1929 scheme i s the new 

green b e l t (see P i g . 3 7 ) . The old Park System of the Pro-

Jer u s a l e m S o c i e t y and the 1922 P l a n ( P i g . 3.6) was abandoned as 

unworkable - newly-planted t r e e s were destroyed or s t o l e n and 

the a r e a was too l a r g e to p l a n p r o p e r l y i n a r e s t r i c t i v e 

manner without a large expense. Hence the Park System had by 

1929 been r e a l l y admitted to be a f a i l u r e and the new scheme 

r e t u r n e d to the green b e l t suggested by McLean i n 1918. I t was 

a b e l t of v a r i e d width and i n f a c t the a r e a of no b u i l d i n g and 

no encumbrances was only a few yards o u t s i d e the w a l l s - yet i t 
19 

improved the approach to the Old C i t y * and r e c o g n i s e d the 
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v i t a l importance of the p i l g r i m t r a d e . The 1929 P l a n i n f a c t 

was almost e n t i r e l y concerned w i t h the p r e s e r v a t i o n and 
eat 

improveurtai of the perimeter of the Old C i t y f o r p i l g r i m b e n e f i t . 

As a r e s u l t of the work of the C e n t r a l Town P l a n n i n g 

Commission i n the 1920s t$e ad hoc d e t a i l e d schemes which had 

been n e c e s s a r y as a r e s u l t of the s k e l e t a l nature of the 1922 

Pl a n , were put together i n t o a ^ i n g l e u n i f i e d o v e r a l l p l a n f o r 

Jeru s a l e m which came i n t o f o r c e i n 1930. The 1930 Ou t l i n e 

Scheme was i n f a c t the most d e t a i l e d p l a n to be made f o r 

Jeru s a l e m i n the Mandate p e r i o d and i t proved not only the 

most e f f e c t i v e but c e r t a i n l y the }.ongefc4 l a s t i n g of the schemes 

produced f o r the c i t y during the p e r i o d of B r i t i s h a d m i n i s t r a t ­

i o n . Again i t begins by p l a c i n g s p e c i a l emphasis on p r e s e r v i n g 
21 

the Old C i t y i n a l l i t s a n c i e n t c h a r a c t e r . I t made s t r i n g e n t 

r e g u l a t i o n s w i t h regard to the a r e a w i t h i n the c i t y w a l l s 

r e s t r i c t i n g the height of b u i l d i n g s throughout the c i t y and 

r e q u i r i n g a l l r e p a i r s and new s t r u c t u r e s to be i n stone. There 

was a s t r i c t p r o h i b i t i o n on the use of corrugated i r o n and 

new b u i l d i n g w i t h i n the w a l l s was p r o h i b i t e d without 

s p e c i a l l i c e n s e on e x i s t i n g open space even i f i n p r i v a t e 

hands. Many of the d e t a i l s of McLean's p l a n were r e f l e c t e d i n 

the r e g u l a t i o n s of the 1930 P l a n . The only i n d u s t r i e s allowed 

w i t h i n the Old C i t y were the e x i s t i n g h a n d i c r a f t s such as 

weaving, t i l e - m a k i n g and p o t t e r y . Thus the Old C i t y was to 

be preserved as a l i v i n g museum of medieval and Ottoman l i f e 

and i t s a c t i v i t i e s c onfined l a r g e l y to the ex»ercise of 

r e l i g i o n and the v a r i o u s f a c e t s of the p i l g r i m t r a d e . 
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Apart from the Old C i t y , the f o l l o w i n g zones were l a i d 
out i n the 1930 scheme: (see P i g . 38) 

1) Open Spaces and. Nature R e s e r v e s : Even p r i v a t e open 

spaces here came under the eye of the pla n n e r . There was some 

pruning of the o l d r e s t r i c t e d , b u i l d i n g zone of the 1922 f l a n 

n o t a b l y i n the a r e a of the S c h n e l l e r Orphanage and to the 

n o r t h of the Old C i t y . Even on the Mount of O l i v e s and the 

Mount of Offence there was some permitted b u i l d i n g of qu i t e a 

dense c h a r a c t e r . 

2) R e s i d e n t i a l A r e a s . T^ese were extended, e s p e c i a l l y 

to the north and south of the Old C i t y and d i v i d e d i n t o 

t h r e e c a t e g o r i e s : 

i ) Zone 'A' - minimum pa r c e l a g e of 1,000 sq. metres. T h i s 

covered the f a r western suburbs of the c i t y and the pe r i p h e r y 

of the b u i l t - u p a r e a . 

i i ) Zone *B' - minimum parc e l a g e of 600 sq. metres. T h i s was 

f o r an a r e a to the south-west of. the Old C i t y and to the north 

of the w a l l s , and north of t h e . S c h n e l l e r Orphanage. 

i i i ) Zone ' C - minimum p a r c e l l a g e of 500 sq. metres. T h i s 

zone covered an a r e a to the north-west of the Old C i t y , E t - T o r , 

and the Mount of Offence.area. 

3) Commercial Zone - along J a f f a Road and S t . P a u l ' s Road 

and west of the J a f f a Gate. 

4) I n d u s t r i a l Zone - south-west of the r a i l w a y s t a t i o n . ; 

5) An ' A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Zone* wi t h SJIKKE s p e c i a l r e s t r i c t i o n s 

on b u i l d i n g . T h i s overlapped w i t h the above zones. ' 
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The 1930 Plan thus incorporated both r e s t r i c t i o n s t o 
safeguard the Old City and other areas of r e l i g i o u s or 
h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t , and also provided guidelines i n some 
d e t a i l f o r development outside the Old. C i t y . Perhaps i t s most 
d i s t i n c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n , apart from t i g h t e n i n g up on the 
b u i l d i n g regulations f o r the Old C i t y , was i n the detailed 
planning of r e s i d e n t i a l areas by density of b u i l d i n g . Despite 
t h i s , , however, the calulations proved o p t i m i s t i c and there 
was by 1940 considerable overcrowding i n the 'Residential B' 
Z one. 

F i n a l l y , there was the 1944 Scheme. The most d i s t i n c t i v e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n of t h i s scheme was i n the planning of the 
roads (see Fd>g. 39). Here a pronounced r i n g road system was 
envisaged i n c l u d i n g a road to take t r a f f i c (probably mainly 
t o u r i s t ) onto.Mount Scopus and the Mount of Olives. Many of 
these proposals were not i n operation by the end of the 
Mandate i n 1948, but i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g that yet again, the 
Old C i t y was l e f t out of the scheme t o be preserved i n t a c t . 
I n a d d i t i o n to the road proposals the 1944 Scheme also made 
some amne'ndments t o the 1930 Scheme, mainly i n the adjustment 
of zone, boundaries and housing densities. Apart from the 
continued Archaeological Zone and other minor areas, the main 
zsonage was: 
1 1) Nature Reserve and Old Ci t y . 

2) Residential Area - 6 zones, 
3) I n d u s t r i a l Area. 
4) Commercial Area. 
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There was considerable concern "by 1940 about the overcrowd­
i n g i n some zones of the 1930 Scheme - but only i n the areas 
outside the Old C i t y . Within the walls the continued aim was 
preservation of the e x i s t i n g buildings except f o r necessary 
repa i r s and renovations. I n general there were closer controls 

22 
over development i n the 'new* c i t y however as w e l l as i n the 
Old as the r a p i d l y increasing population threatened to 
overwhelm a l l plans. There vsa* i n p a r t i c u l a r much t i g h t e r 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on the heights of buildings, especially where good 
scenic views were obtainable. There was a f u r t h e r cut i n the 
•green b e l t * area especially on Mount Sion and areas to the 
south of the Old City which were d e r i s t r i c t e d and much more 
emphasis was placed upon the Mount of Olives as a large 
accessible open space. 

Pbst^-Mandate Planning has generally continued along the 
li n e s of the B r i t i s h plans although i n general both I s r a e l and . 
Jordan were less r e s t r i c t i v e . For the Jordanian c i t y there was 
no o v e r a l l master plan and i n general the Mandate p o l i c y was' 
continued w i t h amnendments as a r e s u l t of the m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n 
and the presence of refugees. Within the Old C i t y , the old 
Jewish Quarter remained p a r t l y i n ruins although some houses 
were occupied by Arab f a m i l i e s . The ruined areas were generally 
l e f t as i n 1948 and never cleared or renovated sifajaxxk which 
made the area generally objectionable to t o u r i s t s . Outside the 
Old City r e s i d e n t i a l housing was allowed to the south on Ophel 
and Mount Sion (as i n 1944 Plan) and some f i n e houses were 
b u i l t to the north and i n the Sheikh Jarrah area. Some odd 
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planning decisions were made such as the f a i l u r e to do anything 
creative w i t h the Jewish Quarter and the permitting of the 
b u i l d i n g of the I n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l Hotel on the summit of the 
Mount of Olives. Generally, however,. Jordan continued the 
p o l i c y of preserving the old and d i r e c t i n g the new; most of the 
new houses were i n l o c a l stone and a t t r a c t i v e while the old 
c i t y was kept clean and a t t r a c t i v e . 

I s r a e l c o n t r o l l e d l i t t l e of the area with which t h i s 
thesis has been l a r g e l y concerned except f o r Mount Sion, u n t i l 

24. 
1967. The I s r a e l Physical Master Plan was imaginative and 
concentrated on d i r e c t i n g growth westwards along the corridor 
to avoid the armistice l i n e and £fill~in' that narrow l i n k 

25 
with the coast. Light industry was encouraged and there was 
a use of neighbourhood u n i t s f o r r e s i d e n t i a l area$, which had 

26 
been proposed i n 1944. Some f i n e structures such as the new 
:Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y , the Knesset b u i l d i n g and the Shrine of the 
Book, graced the western suburbs. However, with great population 
pressure, many buildings were constructed i n concrete, i n 
contrast t o the Mandate regulations which generally permitted 
development only i n l o c a l stone. Less desirable, even than 
t h i s , has been the policy of the I s r a e l government i n the 
Old Gity since 1967. While agreeing to the general plan of 
preservation, some old Turkish houses have been destroyed 
f o r allegedly security reasons and an old mosque also 
demolished. This i s the only occasion t h i s century when a 
r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g has been destroyed by government action i n 
the c i t y . 
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Planning the Holy City 

The influence of r e l i g i o n on the development of the c i t y 
of Jerusalem can be seen c l e a r l y i n t h i s b r i e f h i s t o r y of 
modern planning. On the one hand there i s the desire to 
preserve the r e l i g i o u s s i t e s and indeed everything which i s 
old and to maintain as open land, the areas with strong 
r e l i g i o u s connections and good views. P u l l i n g against t h i s , 
r e l i g i o n has generated i n t h i s century an ever increasing 
p i l g r i m trade which has led t o rapid development of hotels 
and other manifestations of tourism; and i n addition there has 
been the influence of Zionism and the r e s u l t s of Jewish 
immigrations i n t o the area and the state of war between the 
State of I s r a e l and Jordan. The growth of the p i l g r i m trade 
i n t o a booming modern t o u r i s t industry has created demand f o r 
b u i l d i n g land while the obvious need to counteract t h i s f o r 
economic reasons with l i g h t industry and commerce has also 
led to high land demands. These factors have c o n f l i c t e d w i th 
the preservationist p o l i c y , especially i n the areas immediately 
around the Old C i t y . 

There has been.the great d i f f i c u l t y of preserving the Old 
27 

C i t y and environs without s p o i l i n g i t f o r bare preservation 
can lead to lack of incentive and abandonment by occupiers. 
There has been present also the great d i f f i c u l t y of a c t u a l l y 
d e f i n i n g the area to be preserved. Thus the wide areas of 
preservation suggested by McLean, Gedd.es and the 1922 Plan 
were w h i t t l e d down subsequently to a narrow green b e l t i n 1929 

http://Gedd.es
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and a small r e s t r i c t e d area i n 1930 and 1944. Under the pressure 
of the armistice ixsxf. l i n e , Jordan found t h i s hard to maintain 
and the h o t e l b u i l d i n g on OLivet was the r e s u l t of commercial 
pressures outbidding amenity needs i n r e s t r i c t e d conditions. 
The importance of the Haram area and other private open spaces 

28 
has been emphasised by Kendall and contributed to making 
the Old City i t s e l f more piEsan* pleasant f o r there has always 
been, the problem of 'lungs* f o r the residents. Around the Old 
C i t y cemeteries have provided valuable open spaces - a not 

29 
uncommon phenomenon i n r e l i g i o u s centres. The western 
suburbs have obtained space by b u i l d i n g largely, on the h i l l s 
and leaving the valleys empty. 

I n summary, i t can be seen that the successive plans f o r 
Jerusalem t h i s century tackled the problem of preservation 
versus development i n a generally very s i m i l a r way, led by 
the o r i g i n a l .19.18 plan of McLean. Whether i n o u t l i n e or i n 
d e t a i l , r e s t r i c t i v e or. f u n c t i o n a l , they a l l tended t o zone the 
c i t y i n t o two blocks: 1) An area of general preservation - the 
Old C i t y , the Mount of Olives, Mount Sion, Silwan, Hinnom and 
Kidron v a l l e y s . 2) An area of development - the plateau 
land north of the Old C i t y , the H i l l Country creat west of the H: 
Hinnom. The fsxios preserved area has f l u c t u a t e d i n size from 
plan to plan but has generally included those features 
named. Residential growth has been sometimes permitted, but 
under r e s t r i c t i o n s . The choice of t h i s area i s of course, 
obvious - the Old City has been pr^erved. as f a r as possible as 
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i t was found i n 1917, and kept as a l i v i n g museum ( t h i s phrase 
i s not used i r o n i c a l l y ) f o r v i s i t o r s , a n d residents of a 
r e l i g i o u s i n c l i n a t i o n . The Mount of Olives has been preserved 
generally, because of i t s holiness to Christians and the f i n e 
views of the Old City i t provides, and also - as Abercrombie 
pointed out i n the quotation c i t e d above - i t provides an 
excellent backcloth to the c i t y i t s e l f . 

The choice of the north.and west f o r development has been 
influenced not j u s t by the attempt to keep growth away from 
the Old City but by more p r a c t i c a l considerations. The f l a t t e r 
ground to the north of the Old City on the turonian plateau 
i s excellent f o r b u i l d i n g on and there was already a number of 
religious.and r e s i d e n t i a l structures there i n 1917. To the 
west there i s open land w i t h few r e l i g i o u s monuments and of 
course t h i s area has the commercial prongs - the road to J a f f a -
Tel-Aviv and the railway s t a t i o n . Hence the i n d u s t r i a l areas on 
the 1922 Plan were near the railway, s t a t i o n and along the J a f f a 
Road. Later plans kept the railway s t a t i o n location but made 
the J a f f a Road commercial rather than i n d u s t r i a l i n nature. 
The opsn h i l l s w i t h broad surfaces and valleys between were 
w e l l capable of being developed as community un i t s w i t h 
spaces between and there was freedom to plan roads and 
aaiaHK.estates. 

Thus r e l i g i o u s considerations have been aided by hard . 
commercial and p r a c t i c a l ones. The Old C i t y has now become 
a peripheral suburb of the greater Jerusalem but i t i s not 
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j u s t the r e s u l t of rigorous preservationist p o l i c i e s . Indeed 
the movement to the*north-west as has been shown was already-
apparent some time before the end of Turkish r u l e and the 
planners have aided a n a t u r a l development rather than created 
a twin-town s i t u a t i o n d e l i b e r a t e l y . A useful comparison here 
might be made w i t h the B r i t i s h c i t y of Durham where an old 
r e l i g i o u s orientated peninsular c i t y has been l e f t peripheral 
to newer suburbs growing i n the d i r e c t i o n of Sunderland and the 
A 1 . Even Mecca shows a pronounced tendency to grow i n the 
d i r e c t i o n of the coast. 

I t i s true that the planners have been mesmerized by the 
need to preserve but even so they have only pressurised i n the 
same d i r e c t i o n as commercial forces. Thus even under Jordanian 
administration, the commercial heart of Arab Jerusalem was the 
Saladin Street area and the old suqs were losing ground 
except f o r food and, of course souvenirs. I t i s true that the 
Old C i t y has become almost a t o u r i s t museum. The CB.D:. of 
Jerusalem (whether Arab or united.) i s no longer w i t h i n the 
walls and. the economy of the Old City i s strongly t o u r i s t 
orientated whereas the c i t y outside has more d i v e r s i t y . The 
frequency of the plans f o r the c i t y since 1917 does not therefore 
give sxix evidence of constant change i n response to rele n t l e s s 
pressure f o r change. Nearly a l l the plans are i d e n t i c a l i n 
general p o l i c y ; the differences are i n d e t a i l and emphasis. The 
preservation of the old i n the east and the encouragement of the 
new i n the west has been the outstanding feature of .the city»s 
planning p o l i c y . 
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CHAPTER 16 

RELIGION AND THE GROWTH OP JERUSALEM 

The aim of t h i s thesis has been to study the Old City of 
Jerusalem as an example (perhaps the supreme example) of a 
r e l i g i o u s centre i n an attempt to f i n d out what d i s t i n c t i v e 
geographical features r e l i g i o n can produce. I n t h i s f i n a l 
chapter an attempt w i l l be made to bring together some answers 
to the questions posed i n the Introdu c t i o n , i . e . 

1) What i s the nature of the influence of r e l i g i o n on the 
development of Jerusalem ? 

2) What i s the extent of t h i s influence i n the geography 
of the c i t y ? 
Of coutse the two questions are very closely r e l a t e d and the 
answer to 1) i s very much the basis of the answer t o 2). 
However, i n t h i s concluding chapter they w i l l be taken i n 
order and some attempt made to give clear answers. 

The Nature of the Influence 
I t i s clear that r e l i g i o n has influenced to some degree 

p r a c t i c a l l y ewery aspect of the geography and l i f e of the Old 
Ci t y although the extent of t h i s influence has Varied between 
sectors and feE±w over time. I t i s also clear that the three 
main f a i t h s and t h e i r subsidiary sects have had d i f f e r i n g 
impacts on the geography of the c i t y and t h e i r t h e o l o g i c a l 
and ethnic natures have been important fac t o r s i n producing 
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the geographical mosaic of a r c h i t e c t u r a l forms, quarters, 
and economic and s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

The impact of r e l i g i o n on the development of the Old 
C i t y has appeared i n f i v e main ways: 

i ) Influence on f u n c t i o n a l development 
id.) Influence on landscape development 
i±i) Influence on urban morphology 
i v ) Influence on s o c i a l geography 
v) Influence on planning p o l i c y . 

The l a s t feature mainly concerns the period a f t e r 1917 and so 
w i l l be dealt w i t h only b r i e f l y as i l l u s t r a t i n g c e r t a i n 
p o i n t s . 
1) Functional Development. 

• I t i s clear from most of Section B.> that r e l i g i o n , mainly 
through the p i l g r i m trade, has d r a s t i c a l l y influenced the 
urban functions of Jerusalem. That t h i s has not been to the 
extent often thought w i l l be brought out below, but f o r 
the moment i t i s important to recognise that there has been 
a considerable impact on the economy of the c i t y as a r e s u l t 
of r e l i g i o n . Professor Avi-Yonah recognises t h i s as a 
clear f a c t o r i n both the c i t y of the H erods and the c i t y 
of the Byzantine period. I n the former period, the wealth 
which accrued to the Temple from the diaspora helped support 
a large number of industries and i n the Byzantine era he 
found evidence f o r considerable economic development as a 
r e s u l t of the p i l g r i m trade. The influence of the hospices, 
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and khans i n the development of general commerce has been 
pointed out above (p. 155). Jerusalem's a b i l i t y to function 
as a country market town must be emphasised as i t i s often 
overlooked, but at the same time i t must be acknowledged, that 
r e l i g i o n , l a r g e l y thHxfla through the p i l g r i m trade has had 
a considerable influence on the f u n c t i o n a l grwwth of the c i t y . 
The flow diagram on p. 73 (see also p. 92) indicates how the 
money brought i n t o the c i t y by the pilgr i m s has gofce i n t o 
the economy generating f l o u r i s h i n g f o o d s t u f f s , construction 
and c l o t h i n g and souvenir trades. Admittedly, many of the 
small ind u s t r i e s of the c i t y such as soap production has 
had l i t t l e connection w i t h pilgrims while i n the Middle Ages 
and. the Ottoman period large amount of the p i l g r i m s money, 
as seen above (p. .100), went d i r e c t to the government ( l o c a l 
or national) i n the form of taxation. However, that which 
remained was s u f f i c i e n t to generate a considerable amount of 
employment, Souvenir manufacture and r e t a i l i n g f o r instance 
has flourished, from early times (p. 75) and as has been seen 
has been the means of keeping many a convent solvent(p.135). 
The construction trades have been seen to be important not 
only i n Jerusalem but other r e l i g i o u s centres too (p.153-4) 
and the minor industries of soap manufacture, po t t e r y , 
glassware, etc. have found a market ( i f only a minor one) i n 
the p i l g r i m s . 

I t has proved, d i f f i c u l t to measure the impact of r e l i g i o n 
i n the f u n c t i o n a l development of {Jerusalem since figures of 
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employment or income f o r the Old C i t y area are not easy to 
come by. To take figures f o r the whole of the modern 
municipality would, be misleading while figures f o r the 
m u i c i p a l i t y of Ottoman times (or even the Jordanian c i t y ) are 
not available. Some measure can perhaps be attained by the 
growth of the c i t y i n areal terms (see below). I t i s clear 
t h a t i n times of p i l g r i m trade prosperity the c i t y ' s area 
expands and p a r t i c u l a r l y has done so since the middle of the 
l a s t century (p. 218-9). We know that the r e t a i l i n g and 
i n d u s t r i a l aspects of the economy did not expand of t h e i r 
own accord and the only f a c t o r which can account f o r t h i s 
phenominal increase of b u i l t - u p area i s the r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r 
and. p a r t i c u l a r l y the p i l g r i m trade. That much of the newer 
c i t y lands before 1917 had been taken up withfe hospices and. 
schools, plus the newer Jewish suburbs of Orthodox character, 
points c l e a r l y that r e l i g i o n i s the f u n c t i o n a l f a c t o r 
responsible here. I t would.certainly imply that r e l i g i o n plays 
a dominant {mUdamagk avft thaoMMrimag) r o l e i n the economy of 
the Old C i t y . 2 

2) Influence on Landscape 
Jerusalem i s not the only c i t y where the lanscape i s 

dominated by r e l i g i o u s buildings. Cairo, Istambul, and other 
very secular c i t i e s have dominating mosques while c i t i e s 
w i t h some r e l i g i o u s f u n c t i o n - Shiraz, Kairouan, Rome, etc. 
show t h i s even more c l e a r l y . The plates 9-11 i n Volume I I 
i ndicate c l e a r l y that the 'townscape' of Jerusalem i s very 



much a r e l i g i o u s one. The construction of buildings over holy-
s i t e s has at times, e-|-g. p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Byzantine and 
Urusader periods, Jaad a considerable impact on the c i t y ' s 
landscape (see p. lOti). I t has also been seen (p. 116) that 
there has been a considerable v a r i e t y i n t h i s physical 
impact because of the d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o u s and ethnic groups 
involved. The Christians because of t h e i r desire-to locate 
â nd venerate the place where Jesus walked and especially 
the w events of the Passion, have spread f a r and. wide over 
the c i t y and dominated the Mount of Olives. The Moslems on the 
other hand have confined themselves to the Haram-esh-Sharif 
area i n the main apart from c e r t a i n h i l l - t o p s i t e s such as 
the Coenaculum and Ascension Place, both obtained from the 
Christians by force. Yet the Dome of the Rock i s surely the 
most impressive and dominating physical feature i n the whole 
c i t y . ^ The Jews, on the other hand, have had f a r less of a 
landscape impact. Although some of the 19th. ^entury 
synagogues were quite impressive - f o r instance the Hurva 
Synagogue - no structure was b u i l t near the Wailing Wall, the 
tombs i n the Kidron are not impressive and u n t i l the l a s t 

century the Jewish community had only humble and oftotal sub-
4 

terranean meeting places. Of the 'congregational' 
buildings, as has been seen, (p. 266) only a few have been 
impressive and these have generally been C h r i s t i a n . Of the 
mosques few stand out on the skyline, and one of the most 
i n t e r e s t i n g landscape-wise i s the small one near the American 
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Consulate t o the north of the Old. City"* I n terms of 
physical appearance though, the Old C i t y i s surely most under 
the influence of r e l i g i o n and the Dome of the Rock, the Holy 
Sepulchre and the l a t e r Eloserkirche and Lati n Convent Church 
dominate the skyline while to the east the Russian St. Mary 
Magdalene and the newer L a t i n Church of A l l Nations stand 
out prominently yet in.keeping. The for e i g n architecture of 
many of these buildings, French, Russian, English and. Arab 
a l l intermingled, i s a d i r e c t and p o s i t i v e r e s u l t of the 
r e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t i n Jerusalem: a clear and d i s t i n c t i v e 
impact on the landscape. 

F i n a l l y , apart from a r c h i t e c t u r a l features, some impact 
has been made on other landscape features. Agriculture has 
been effected by r e l i g i o u s matters. Thus the Garden of 
Gethsemane has fl o u r i s h e d i n part because of i t s Christian 
associations and the vine has i n the past f l o u r i s h e d i n the 
area because of the impact of the demand from the Christian 
hospices (see p. 161). 

3) Influence on Morphological Development 

The large percentage of land i n the Old C i t y taken up 
by r e l i g i o u s buildings (p.131) helps the more impressive 
structures i n producing t h i s landscape impact. I t has also 
been important i n morphological terms. The large amount of 
land i n the Christian Quarter which was given over t o r e l i g i o u s 
land use by the 19th. Century (see Maps 9 and 10) made t h i s 
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area of the c i t y almost a suburb of convents rather than an 
fa 

inhabited quarter and has given i t a d i s t i n c t atmosphere 
and f u n c t i o n w i t h i n the c i t y . That the p i l g r i m trade has played 
a large part i n t h i s can be seen by the large f l u c t u a t i o n s 
i n the number of r e l i g i o u s buildings between times when 
the p i l g r i m trade has been f l o u r i s h i n g and times when i t has 
been xxsk slack (see p. 140; as shown on the land use maps 
i n volume I I . Other important morphological influences have 
been the degree to which the r e l i g i o u s buildings tosive a t t r a c t e d 
r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial land use. As shown above (p. 2bb; 
2b"7) t h i s feature can be overplayed. Religious buildings have 
not attracted general r e t a i l i n g but only souvenir r e t a i l i n g . 
Also i t should be noted that while the Mount of Olives and 
Mount Sion shrines a t t r a c t e d some r e s i d e n t i a l development 
i n Byzantine and Crusader times(p.194-5) inside the walls 
the main r e l i g i o u s buildings have not at t r a c t e d r e s i d e n t i a l 
growth as shown on Page 310. Indeed.it would appear that the 
gates have acted as stronger a t t r a c t i o n s to both commerce and 
general residence and the 19th. Century expansion outside the 
walls took place along the Jaffa Road and by the railway 
s t a t i o n - not i n the d i r e c t i o n of the holy s i t e s t o the east 
and south. Hence t h i s influence<iShould he not overemphasised. 

4) Influence on Social Geography 
The s o c i a l geography of Jerusalem i s of course very 

much influenced by r e l i g i o n since the main ethnic divisions 

http://Indeed.it
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and as seen i n Chapter 13 the Church/Synagogue/Mosque of an 
ethnic group i s an important nodal p o i n t . The main quarter 
d i v i s i o n has grown up on r e l i g i o u s l i n e s . On the other hand, 
of course, class d i v i s i o n s have been important especially i n 

7 
more recent decades and nat i o n a l or li n g u i s t x c b a r r i e r s have 
been important i n separating groups of the population. However, 
the s t r i c t u r e s of such groups 4s the Armenians and Islam 
against those who leave the f a i t h and the often special 
r a c i a l or n a t i o n a l nature of some of the r e l i g i o u s sects, has 
tended to make organised r e l i g i o n the main s o c i a l structure of 
the c i t y . This howeverm i s surely a very common feature i n 

H q 

the Middle East as Boulos, Fisher and others have pointed 
out and that r e l i g i o n i s a so c i a l f a c t o r i n Jerusalem does 
not e n t i t l e us t o claim t h a t i t i s so because the c i t y i s a 
r e l i g i o u s centre. 
5) Influence on Planning Policy 

Chapter 15 took a look from outside the main chronological 
period of t h i s thesis at the problems of physical planning 
f o r Jerusalem. I t i s worth noting t h a t r e l i g i o u s and K 
c u l t u r a l f a c t o r s played a large part i n a l l planning decisions. 
The early plans of McLean and Gedd.es and also the plans of the 
1920st were so concerned w i t h the problem of preserving the old. 
t h a t they f a i l e d to plan adequately f o r the new (p. 354). 
Admittedly, the c i t y had already by 1917 shown that the future 
development was to be w e l l to the west of the walled, c i t y , 
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leading the l a t t e r as an o u t l i e r east of the new centre. 
While the censures of some I s r a e l i planners are somewhat 
u n j u s t ^ i t must be admitted that the Mandate plans were 
so devoted to helping the p i l g r i m trade and preserving the Old 
C i t y that the development of the new suffered in± lack of 
detailed planning: perhaps a negative r e l i g i o u s i n f luence I 

Many of the European Christians who provided not only the 
bulk of the pilgrims but also the SHUEKBIEHX personnel i n 
the Mandate government, regarded t h e i r charge as a sacred 
t r u s t and preserved medieval Jerusalem with a r e l i g i o u s 
fervour." 1"^ Hence the preservation of the present Old C i t y as 
a clean old Arab c i t y , almost a museum of Middle East l i f e , 
society and r e l i g i o n , can be largely put down to the impact 
ofl r e l i g i o n . 
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The Extent of the Influence 

I t i s comparatively easy to note the ways i n which 
r e l i g i o n has influenced the geography of Jerusalem; i t i s 
more d i f f i c u l t to attempt an assessmsAt of the extent of 
that influence. Many i n the past have spoken of the c i t y as 
i f i t s very existence was due to r e l i g i o n and i t was main­
tained on f a i t h . No less an au t h o r i t y than Ziadeh has been 
quoted (p. 89) to t h i s e f f e c t . Speaking of the MamLuk period 
he claims t h a t apart from r e l i g i o n Jerusalem "had no other 
claim t o existence" and the c i t y " l i v e d because i t commanded 
reverence and becaase t h i s brought to i t resources that 

12 
helped i t s people to l i v e . " E a r l i e r w r i t e r s have also 
expressed t h i s ±"eeling and the views of Warburton and 
B a r t l e t t have been quoted t o t h i s e f f e c t (p. 143). In f a c t 
many v i s i t o r s of the l a s t few centuries passed comments on 
the c i t y which implied t h a t i t owed, i t s very existence to 
i t s p o s i t i o n as a r e l i g i o u s centre."^ 

Modern geographers, while recognising the o r i g i n a l 
defensive f u n c t i o n of the c i t y , have also generally 
emphasised, that r e l i g i o n has been i t s support and have 
strongly noted i t s deficiencies of resources f o r other 

14 
functions. Orni and. ttfrat have w r i t t e n i n t h i s vein and. 

15 * 
so have B r i t i s h scholars. only Cresgy seems to have given 
any r e a l weight to the minor trade routes which cross i n 

l b 
the c i t y . utherwise most scholars maintain t h e a a r i d i t y 
of the area and the c i t y ' s dependence on r e l i g i o n . 
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However, while the impacts of r e l i g i o n upon the geographic 
development of Jerusalem has been c l e a r l y shown i t i s also 
equally clear that i t i s untrue t o ascribe to r e l i g i o n the 
fu n c t i o n of being th© sole raison d'etre of the c i t y . Here 
i t i s necessary to take issue even w i t h ^eorge Adam Smith 
whose sound judgement on many controversial issues has been 
a landmarks i n his w r i t i n g s . Yet he says of Jerusalem: 

Her builder was not nature nor the wisdom of men, but 
on that secluded and barren s i t e , the Word of God, by 
her prophets, l a i d her eternal foundations i n righteous­
ness, and reared her walls i n her people's f a i t h i n God. 1 

I t must be asserted, c l e a r l y that Jerusalem i s not absolutely 
dependent on r e l i g i o n f o r her o r i g i n and existence. I n the 
f i r s t place, i t can be shown that the c i t y has some p o t e n t i a l 
as a market centre and the surrounding area - perhaps a r i d by 
western standards - i s not barren. E a r l i e r (p. 49) the 
l i m i t a t i o n s of the area f o r a g r i c u l t u r e were recognised; but 
at the same time i t was pointed, out th a t while Jerusalem 
would never have grown to world fame on i t s n a t u r a l 
resources, yet there i s some p o t e n t i a l f o r a limited, growth 
and. the c i t y has often been s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t i n most of the 
basic foodstuffs and "necessaries" of l i f e . Indded i t has 
been also noted above (p. 50; p. 156) that the foundation 
of A e l i a Capitolina was a recognition of the necessity f o r 
a small market town i n t h i s area; while thexsurvival of the 
ci$y i n the early Ottoman period when pilgrims were few was 
i n d i c a t i v e of some other f u n c t i o n than that ofl a r e l i g i o u s 
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centre. There seems to have been a l o c a l market f o r the v i l l a g e s 
i n the c i t y and many trades with no v i s i b l e connection with 
the p i l g r i m industry (p. 141; 156). The soap industry f o r 
instance (see p. 151) developed using the l o c a l resource of 
ol i v e o i l - and i t cannot be denied that ol i v e c u l t i v a t i o n 
i s an a c t i v i t y f o r ̂ hich these h i l l s of Judea and Samaria are 

lb* 
i d e a l l y suited. Also the so c i a l importance of the suq to 
l o c a l v i l l a g e s has been indicated, (p. 143). Now i t must not 
be argued that Jerusalem would ever have f l o u r i s h e d as an 
a g r i c u l t u r a l centre f o r i t i s doubtful i f i t ever has. I n 
comparison with the oasis of Damascus or even the moister h i l l s 
around Wablus, Jerusalem i s not p o t e n t i a l l y a large market, -"-et 
the existence of the c i t y at a minor cross-roads on the H i l l 

19 
Country and the abundant tree crops of the area have provided 
i t w i t h a basic f u n c t i o n : to the extent t h a t when Helena 
arri v e d i n the c i t y at the beginning of the 4th. ^entury to 
f i n d the tomb of Christ she found, a .city which was managing to 
survive at least even i f i t s population may only have been a 
few thousand. F i n a l support f o r the existance of some non-
r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y and p o t e n t i a l comes from Muhaddasi. Maybe 
his evidence i s prejudiced but even taking pride f o r his own 
c i t y i n t o account, the opinion of t h i s Arato w r i t e r i s s t i l l 
u s e f u l evidence. Of the c i t y , he says: 

Provisions are most excellent here; the markets are 
clean, the Mosque i s of the largest, and nowhere are 
Holy Places more numerous. The grapes are enormous, 
and there are no quinces to equal those of the Holy C i t y . 
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I n Jerusalem are a l l manner of Learned men and. doctors 
and f o r t h i s reason the heart of every man of i n t e l l i g e n c e 
yearns towards her 
And as f o r the Holy C i t y being the most productive ofl a l l 
places i n good things, why, All a h - may He be exalted -
has gatfeered together here a l l tke f r u i t s of the lowlands 
and of the plains and of the h i l l country, even a l l those" 
of the most opposite kinds: such as the orange and the 
almond, the date and the nut, the f i g and the banana, 
besides milk i n plenty and honey and sugar. 20 

Some of these items may w e l l have been imported i n normal 
times rather than grown l o c a l l y but obviously Muladdasi, who 
had a f t e r a l l travelled, around quite extensively, considered 
the area productive. At the same time the c i t y ' s area of 
administration and service, i t s t e r r i t o r y , extended f o r a 

21 
40 mile radius which might explain the bananas and sugar 
i n the above l i s t . Obviously r e l i g i o n was an important f a c t o r 
bat not the only one. 

Secondly, the physical factors - other than f e r t i l i t y -
played an important part i n both the f u n c t i o n a l and the 
morphological growth of the c i t y . I n Chapter 2 i t was seen 
c l e a r l y that the s i t u a t i o n of Jerusalem on the turonian 
spur between the Kidrpn and Hinnom v a l l e y s , and i t s growth 
north and west along t h i s spur i s an important p ^ s i c a l influence 
The Grihon spring and the ea s i l y defensive Ophel ridge i s 
generally recognised, by scholars as a prime fa c t o r i n the 
o r i g i n a l founding of the c i t y and the Romans also saw that 
the valleys on ei t h e r side presented a useful n a t u r a l defence 
f o r they extended the c i t y walls of Aelia r i g h t up to the 
v a l l e y sides. Defence was thus an early fiEfsHSias function of 
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the c i t y - probably i t s e a r l i e * * J - although declining i n 
importance over the centuries. The influence of the turonian 
limestone on the d i r e c t i o n of urban growth i s now w e l l known 
f o l l o w i n g the studies of Avnimelech tsee p. l a ) . S i m i l a r l y , 
the importance of r e l i e f must not be overlooked - the location 
of l o c a l a g r i c u l t u r e has been very much influenced by t h i s 
f a c t o r as the land use maps show c l e a r l y ; while the importance 
of E l Wad tthe upper ffiyropoeon) as a c i t y drain i s also 
considerable. So Jerusalem has been moulded by i t s physical 
s i t e as 5 much as any other c i t y . 

Administrative functions have also been shown to be 
present i n the c i t y (p. 85) although except f o r c e r t a i n periods 
of h i s t o r y ^Latin Kingdom, Mandate period, and possibly one 
short period i n the 14th. Gentury) i t has not feeen an 
important regional c a p i t a l except f o r i t s own c i t y t e r r i t o r y 
which has r a r e l y covered mote than the c e n t r a l H i l l Country. 
Hence urban development cannot be a t t r i b u t e d to t h i s f u n c t i o n , 
although i t has at times been important. 

i t remains t o attempt to give an assessment of the 
actual extent of r e l i g i o u s influence on the growth of the Old 
C i t y of JBerusalem, since i t i s clear t h a t however important 
r e l i g i o n i s i t does not provide the whole answer. The influence 
can best be treated under three heads: 1) Influence on 
Urban Function 2) Influence on the Physical Nature of the 
Oity 3) Influence on the Social Geography of the c i t y . 
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1) Influence on Urban Function 

Despite the assertions above of the importance of the 
marketing and defensive functions, Jerusalem has c l e a r l y been 
very much dependant on i t s function of a r e l i g i o u s centre, i f 
not f o r i t s existence tnen at least f o r i t s fame and r e l a t i v e 
prosperity. The flow diagram on p. 92 i l l u s t r a t e s how t h i s 
r e l i g i o u s f u n c t i o n through the p i l g r i m trade which i s i t s main 
manifestation, influences nearly a l l aspects of the c i t y ' s 
economic l i f e , unfortdnately, c i t y income figures are not 
available f o r the Old u i t y and. neither are detailed studies of 
p i l g r i m expenditure, although i n Appendix IV some estimates 
based, on interviews are made. While we cannot measure the 
actual amount of income which has i n the past been generated 
by pilgrims i n the c i t y , i t xaucga can s t i l l be asserted that 
f i n a n c i a l l y p i l g r i m s have provided, most of the c i t y ' s wealth. 
Thus from Volney's f i g u r e s , De Haas has calculated that 
the tax collected i n 176*9 from 12,000 pi l g r i a i s to v i s i t the 
Jordan was three times the amount of tax paid by the sizable 

24 
c i t y of Gaza. Expenditure ofl hospices and l a t e r hotels by 
the pilgrims found i t s way i n t o tne general economy v i a the 
suq ip-. 4b) and expenditures i n t h i s sector have been high 
enough to give Jerusalem f a r more hotels than any other 
Jordanian c i t y (see Appendix I V ) . I n e a r l i e r centuries, the 
expenditure on holy s i t e s was large and again the very number 
of them (especially C h r i s t i a n shrines owned by Moslems) i s an 
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i n d i c a t i o n t h a t they were valuable r e a l estate. Also the 
25 

demand f o r o i l from the Haram and f o r b u i l d i n g materials 
from a l l r e l i g i o u s edifices f o r construction and r e p a i r , was 
large i n the medieval peiiod and not inconsiderable a f t e r 
the r e v i v a l of i n t e r e s t i n the c i t y i n the middle of the la s t 
century. The significance of the demand from the holy s i t e s 
and. the impact of pilgrims on house prices has been pointed 

27 
out by Avi-Yonah as important f o r the Byzantine c i t y . 
F i n a l l y , while no s a t i s f a c t o r y q u a n t i t a t i v e measurement can be 
made of the influence of r e l i g i o n on f u n c t i o n a l growth, some 
general i n d i c a t i o n can be gauged from the c i t y ' s physical 
growth (see below). I t i s very s i g n i f i c a n t that i n times when 
wfe know that pilgrims have been few, the c i t y has declined i n 
size; when pilgrim s have been many, the c i t y has expanded. Thus 
from 1865 to 1912, the c i t y grew to double i t s size by area 
b u i l t - u p . I n 16*65, the only buildings of any note outside the 
c i t y walls (except f o r Silwan) were the Russian build i n g s . By 
the end of the Ottoman period, the area north and west of the 

in 
Old. C i t y was coveued^buildings, a large number ofnthem being 
r e l i g i o u s structures, especially hospSices. I n t h i s period we 
know of only two reasons f o r t h i s growth: 1) an increase i n 
Ch r i s t i a n p i l g r i m s 2) the beginning of Jewish settlement 
of Z i o n i s t as opposed to t r a d i t i o n a l type, and. the movement of 
many orthodox Jews outside the Old Ci t y to new quarters. 
Of course the increasing prosperity of the country generally 
under the impetus of railways, better roads, a.nd other western 
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innovations accounted f o r part of t h i s but both Zionism and also 
increasing C h r i s t i a n p i l g r i m numbers were c l e a r l y both the main 
cause and also can c l e a r l y be la b e l l e d r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s . I t 
might be useful here to compare Jerusalem with Gaza. The l a t t e r 
town had a population of about 15,000 i n the 1860s (Jerusalem 
had an estimated 16,000) ; by the end of the period of 
Ottoman r u l e , Jerusalem had a population of 70,000 and Gaza 
40,000. Thus increasing market trade enabled Gaza to-more than 
double i t s population but Jerusalem's population grew about 
f i v e f o l d . The net difference, perhaps, can be a t t r i b u t e d to 
r e l i g i o n . Including the Old C i t y also i t can be seen that at 
least h a l f of the area of Jerusalem by the beginning of the 
present century was occupied, by r e l i g i o u s buildings or by 
buildings housing those engaged i n the p i l g r i m trade or a n c i l l a r y 
trades, other functions were important and must not be forgotten 
(see p. 49) but t h e i r impact was s t i l l l i m i t e d , even the soap 
and olive o i l industry. Religion would, appear to be the major 
f u n c t i o n a l influence innthe growth of Jerusalem 

2) Influence, on Physical Growth 

The influence o i the p i l g r i m trade on the growth of the 
urban area of Jerusalem has already been mentioned i n t h i s 
chapter and was dealt with above on p. 7 4 f f . The function of 
r e l i g i o u s centre can thus be seen to have been a major c o n t r i b u t ­
i n g factor i n general development ans the only influence which 
has made Jerusalem more than a small market town. Other fact o r s 
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have exerted minor influences on the d i r e c t i o n of growth. Thus 
i n Byzantine times and also i n Orusader and l a t e r Ottoman 
times (see p. IfcH) the holy s i t e s which abound to the east and 
south of the c i t y a t t racted r e s i d e n t i a l growth as w e l l as 
r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s . Thus i n the Middle Ages there were 
f l o u r i s h i n g l i t t l e communities on mount Sion and. i n iiethsemane. 
However while r e l i g i o n has been important here the d i r e c t i o n of 
the c i t y ' s growth can generally be f>ut. down to other f a c t o r s . 
Silwan f o r instance i s almost c e r t a i n l y s i t e d w i th the spring 
of the Virgin's Fountain i n mind and. i s purely a g r i c u l t u r a l 
i n nature, although i n l a t e r years i t has provided most of the 
lower paid, workers of the c i t y . The growth to the north and 
west has been shown to be c l e a r l y the r e s u l t of physical 
f a c t o r s of geological nature and commercial factors - the 
a t t r a c t i o n of the Nablus and Jaffa roads. Hence i n deciding 
where to b u i l d , the Jerusalemite .has generally been influenced 
by commercial fac t o r s and. not by r e l i g i o u s ones. 

In terms of landscape, the c i t y has been much influenced 
by r e l i g i o n - the Dome of the Hock of course reminds a i l of 
t h i s - and. the large amount of land, under r e l i g i o u s usage and. 
ownership i s s i g n i f i c a n t , i t i s f a r greater than Aleppo f o r 
example and even greater than Damascus, m most Middle tiast 

v q 

c i t i e s there i s one large c e n t r a l 'Friday' mosque but other 
r e l i g i o u s buildings are much smaller and less s i g n i f i c a n t i n 
landscape terms, i n Jerusalem, while the Dome of the Hock 
r i v e t s the eye, A l Aqsa, the Holy Sepulchre Church, and other 
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r e l i g i o u s buildings stand out above the rooftops to compete 
as some of the plates i n Volume H i l l u s t r a t e . The t o t a l area 
under hosjices, schools, khans, etc. as w e l l as churches i s xn 
excess of most Middle Jiast c i t i e s , i t i s important here of 
course that Jerusalem has been the object of three faxths. tfence 
there have been competing i n t e r e s t s and many communitxes 
demanding land and. a buxldingx i n contrast to mecca or other 
purely Moslem centres. 

tiowe-toer, while the skyline isa dominated by the domes, 
towers and minarets of the f a i t h s and the nations, xn terms 
of detailed morphology, r e l i g i o n has nad. f a r less of an impact, 
i t has been c l e a r l y seen (see Chapter 14J that the growth of 
the suqs, souvenirs excepted, has generally followed, the 
commercial influences and converged on the gates, especially 
the J a f f a Gate and the Damascus Gate. I t can also bea seen that 
the physical structure of the c i t y has r e a l l y not been dominated 
by r e l i g i o n any more than i n other c i t i e s of the Middle East. 
The s k e l e t a l framework of streets p l a i d down by the Romans 
has remained w i t h a few modeifications and neither the Haram 
nor the Holy Sepulchre have been made urban centres with 
s t r e e t s converging on them. Even- the Citadel has remained o f f -
centre. S i m i l a r l y w i t h i n the quarters the importance of church, 
mosque or synagogue as nodal influences can be repeated i n 
other c i t i e s , f o r instance old B e i r u t ^ 0 , and iw not a product 

of the fu n c t i o n of r e l i g i o u s centre. Of course the very 
multitude of sects and communities forming quarters i s an. 



375 

expression of that f u n c t i o n . 

3) Influence on Social Geography 
The v a r i e t y of ethnic communities i n Jerusalem i s of 

course an. important influence of the f u n c t i o n of r e l i g i o u s 
centre. In p a r t i c u l a r , the a t t r a c t i o n of the western Christians 
and the Jews and also the Copts from the Nile v a l l e y and 
Ethiopia i s s p e c i f i c a l l y due to the s a n c t i t y of Jerusalem in the 
eyes of these communities. Of course the Moslems and the 
eastern Christians (especially the Greeks) are 'native' and. 
t h e i r presence i n the c i t y would be expected anyway. Nearly 
a l l Middle East c i t i e s except the 'forbidden' ones - Mecca f o r 
instance - e x h i b i t a mosaic of n a t i o n a l i t y and r e l i g i o n . ^ 
I n Jerusalem, the presence of such large and. powerful groups 
as the Latins as w e l l as smaller ones such as the Copts, i s 
a t t r i b u t a b l e to the c i t y ' s function as a r e l i g i o u s centre. 
The s o c i a l d i v i s i o n s of Jerusalem are thus i n part a r e s u l t of 
t h i s function and. almost i n whole /the r e s u l t of r e l i g i o n , 
although as shown i n Chapter 13, n a t i o n a l i t y i s also important. 
I n recent decades class d i v i s i o n s and class r e s i d e n t i a l areas 
have increasingly gained, dominance and the older d i v i s i o n s 
become less important. 
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Conclusion 

I n making f i n a l conclusions with regard to the influences 
on the growth of Jerusalem since A.D. 132, i t s i s clear that 
while the importance of r e l i g i o n needs to be stressed, other 
f a c t o r s must not be overlooked. As a r e l i g i o u s centre, 
Jerusalem has of necessity been, very/nuch influenced i n i t s 
geography by r e l i g i o n ; yet there i s much revealed by a close 
analysis of the caty which i s common to a l l c i t i e s of the 
Middle East and the Arab world. Even r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s may 
only be those common i n the Levant where the r e l i g i o u s mosaic 
i s strong, rather than those associated with the p i l g r i m 
trade. 

I n b r i e f , r e l i g i o u s f a c t o r s have been strongest i n the 
area of urban f u n c t i o n . As pointed out frequently (see p.89) 
the p i l g r i m trade has been the foundation stone of the 
c i t y ' s economy and although Jerusalem can and. has survived 
without i t , yet without the pilgrims and. the buildings erected 
by and f o r them, Jerusalem would be a very d i f f e r e n t c i t y 
from that we see today. The impetus provided by the p i l g r i m 
has extended to nearly a l l branches of the economy and has 
not Dnly created, i t s own trades such as the souvenir industry 
but has provided, a d d i t i o n a l impetus and. incentive to such 
• n a t u r a l 1 l o c a l a c t i v i t i e s such as o i l production and soap 
manufacture and even extended i n t o the foddstAffs bazaars. 

However, i n terms of physical and so c i a l f a c t o r s , the 
influence of r e l i g i o n i s less clear. Admittedly, i n both 
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general growth of urban area and i n the urban landscape, the 
influence ofjthe p i l g r i m and the r e l i g i o u s community can be seen. 
Yet the d i r e c t i o n i n which Jerusalem has grown - even the 
movement of the suqs inside the Old City - indicates that other 
f a c t o r s have been very important i n the c i t y ' s l i f e . I n the 
structure of i t s quarters and the framework of i t s zones of 
movement the Old City can give evidence of non-religious 
f a c t o r s at work and many of the r e l i g i o u s factors are such as 
are by no means unique to Jerusalem. 

However, while a balanced view forces one to see the 
importance of commercial, physical, m i l i t a r y and other f a c t o r s , 
yet any view of the growth of Jerusalem w i l l indicate that 
i n t h i s c i t y r e l i g i o n plays a dominant r o l e . To the geographer 
the theological concept of the sacredness of the Old. City and 
i t s environs can be seen to have made a considerable and a 
varied impact o&> the c i t y ' s development. Both s p i r i t u a l and 
commercial motives have helped, to shape the Old C i t y and her 
suburbs and. r u l e r s have seen the c i t y as a useful centre of 
government and defence. Even i f the s p i r i t u a l f a c t o r s have not 
always been v i s i b l e i n every corner of the c i t y , yet i t i s 
r e l i g i o n which has made the c i t y what i t i s and - apart from 
some physical and morphological items - moulded, i t i n t o the 
form i t possessed when the Turks l e f t i t . Worship and commerce 
are here inseparable. 

Thus i t might be appropriate to echo the words of the 
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psalmist who saw that peace and prosperity should, be the c i t y ' s 
p o r t i o n : 

Pray f o r the peace of Jerusalem: 
They s h a l l prosper that love thee. 
Peace be w i t h i n thy wall s , 
And prosperity w i t h i n thy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions sakes, 
I w i l l now say, Peace be w i t h i n thee. 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God 
Xawill seek thy good. (Psalm 122.6-9) 
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APPENDIX I ; SOURCES 

The f o l l o w i n g are the t r a v e l l e r s , p i l g r i m s , etc, and 
anonymous documents, which have been used as l i t e r a r y 
sources i n t h i s thesis. 
c.70 Flavius Josephus 
c.333 Bordeaux P i l g r i m 
333-99 Eusibius 
386 Paula & Eustochium 
390 3332 St. S i l v i a of Aquitania 
440 Eucherius 
530 Theodosius 
560 Procopius 
570 Antoninus Martyr 
670 Arculfus 
720 Bede 
725 St. W i l l i b a l d 
808 Cpmmemoratorium de casis Dei v e l monasteriis 
9th. C. Ibn Khurdadbih 
840 Epiphanius 
b65 Bemard.ua Monarchus 
c.880 Kudamah 
B9I A l Yakubi 
c.943 Mas * udi 
951 A l - I s t a k h r i 
977 Ibn Haukal 
985 Al-Mukaddasi 
1047 Nasir-i-Khusrau' 
1102 Saewulf 
1106 Abbot Daniel 
1140 William of Malmesbury 
1150 De Situ Urbis Jerusalem 
1153 A l - I d r i s i 
1165 John of Wurtzburg 
c.1170 Benjamin of Tudela 
1172 Theodoricus 
1173 Abbess Euphrosyne 
c.1173 A l i of Herat 
1177 Joannes Phocas 
1180 Moses ben Maimon (Maimonid.es) 
1184 William of Tyre 
C.11B7 L'Estat de l a Citezde Jherusalem (& r e p r i n t s ) 
1199 Michael the Syrian 
1225 Yakut 
1231 Ernoul 
1240 Jacques de V i t r y 
1250 Matthew Paris 
1265 Les chemins et les pelerinages de l a Terre Sainte 
1283 Burchard of Mount Sion 
1310 Marino Sanuto 
1320 Abu al-Bida 
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1326 Ibn Batutah 
1327 Al-Dimaski 
1335 Jacob of Verona 
133b Ludolph. von Suchem 
133b John. Maundeville 
l§4b Niccolo of Poggibonsi 
1351 Jaraal ad-Din Ahmad (Muthir a l --Ghiram) 
1384 Leonardo Frescobaldi 
1384 Giorgio Gucci 
1384 Simone S i g o l i 
1389 Ignatius of Smolensk 
1392 Xfctomasi Brygg (Thomas) 
1395 D'Anglure 
1400 Grethenias 
1415 Epiphanius 
141b Nampar de Caumont 
1419 Zosime 
1422 John Poloner 
1427 K h a l i l el-Dhakhari 
1435 Ibn Z a h i r i 
145b William Wey 
14b5 B a s i l the Merchant 
1480 F e l i x Fabri 
1483 Bernard, von Breitenbach 
14b5-1524 Francesco Suriano 
1494 Mejir ed-Din 
1515 Informatym f o r pylgrymes unto the Holy Lande 
1525 Jan Goverts 
1533 G r a f f i n Affagart 
1536 Charles Philippe 
1549 Anto&ne Regnault 
1553 John Lock 
1555 Boniface of Ragusa 
1556 Hans Von Ehrenberg 
155b B a s i l Posniakov 
1561 David von Furtenbach 
15 b 5 Petrus V i i l i n g e r 
1579 C a r l i e r de Pinon 
15 b4 Christian von Adrmchom 
15bb Johann Z u a l l a r t 
1590 Edward Webbe 
159 b Bernardino Amico 
159b Johann von Kootwyck 
159b Christopher Harant 
1602 John Sanderson 
lbOl Henry Timberlake 
IbOtt Johannes Wild 
lblO George Sandys 
l b l 9 Joanne Cotovico 
lb 3 2 Eugene Roget 
163b Archange de Clairmon* 
1650 Thomas F u l l e r 
1652 Jean Doubdan 



1658 Thevenot 
1674 R.P.Nau 
1675 Cornelius Le Bruyn 
1697 MKbKy Henry Maundrell 
1699 F e l i x Beaugrand 
Ib99 Louis Chevalier 
1722 Thomas Shaw 
1731 Ladocie 
1731 T o l l o t 
1738 John Korte 
1738 Richard. Pococke 
1750 Frederic Hasselquist 
1750 J.B.Laiblich 
1766 C'arsten Niebuhr 
1792 W.G.Browne 
1801 E.D.Clarke 
1803 A l i Bey al-Abassi 
1806 F.A. de Chateaubriand 
180b U.J.Seetzen 
1810 J.L.Burckhardt 
1814 Henry Light 
1815 William Jowett 
1816 J.S.Buckingham 
1817 T.R.Jolmffe 
1817 C.L.Irby & J.Mangles 
1819 W.R.Wilson 
1824 R.R.Madden 
1827 S i r Moses Montefiore 
1828 Comte Leon de Laborde 
1828 A.Petrow 
1830 M.Russell 
1830 J.F.Michaud 
1832 C.Caliier 
1832 A.de Lamartine 
1832 Rabbi Joseph Schwarz 
1834 W.M.Thomson 
1835 A.W.King'lake 
1835 + Titus Tobler 
1838 + Edward Robinson 
1840 -ijady Francis Egerton 
1841 John K i t t o 
1841 S.Munk 
1842 + W.H.BartLett 
1843 B.G.Warburton 
1843 J.Wilson 
1843 G.Williams 
1843 E.G.Sdhultz 
1847 J.Fergusson 
1848 W.F.Lynch 
1848 C.Ritter 
1850 A.Salzmann 
1850 + F.de Saulcy 
1851 C.W.M. Van de Velde 



1853 A.P.Staulcy 
1853 M.de Vogue 
1854 Vi c t o r Guerin 
1654f18b4-8 E . P i e r o t t i 
1054 + J.L.Porter 
1855 S.Braun 
1855 J.T.Barclay 
1857 + E.G.Key 
1650 + U.Sandreczki 
I8b2 T.Lewin 
1652 A.L.Mansell 
18b 3 H.B.Tristram 
I8b5+ O.Schick 
lbfab + C.W.Wilson 
I8b6 + Mrs. E. Finn 
18b7 + C.Ulermont-Ganneau 
1667 + C.Warren 
16fa8 Anon - Murray's Handbook (Syria & Palestine) 
1870 J.Glaisher 
18/0 + H.Kiepert 
1870 E.H.Palmer 
1871 W.Besant 
1871 T.Chaplin 
1871 C.F.Tyrwhitt Drake 
1872 R.F.Burton 
1872 + C.R.Conder 
1872 F.Adler 
1873 A Socin 
1874 S . M e r r i l l 
J.875 I . Burton 
1875 H.H.Kitchener 
1875 E.M. de Vogue 
1877 + W.F.Birch 
1885 W.M.Thomson 
1891 C.Geike 

For the l a t e r years many sources were used which are w e l l known 
includ i n g guidebooks such as Baedecker and the Handbook of Eiuke 
and Keith-Roach. See also bibliography preceding footnotes. 



APPENDIX I I : MAIN HOLY SITES 

Place Sect ( l a s t ) 

ABSALOM'S PILLAR 
ACELDAMA 
St.AGNES (Now Mosque Mawaliyeh) 
AGONY, Place of 
AL AQSA MOSQUE 
AL-KANQEH MOSQUE ; 
ALL NATIONS CHURCH (See Agony) 
St.ANNE'S CHURCH (Bethesda) 
ANTON1A TOWER 
ASCENSION PLACE (Now mosque) 
St.BASIL CHURCH 
BETHESDA POOL (See St.Anne»s) 
OAIAPHAS'S HOUSE 
CALVARY CHAPUL (Inside Holy Sep.) 
8-t .CATHERINE • S CHURCH 
St. CHARITON 
CHRIST CHURCH 
ClTADiSL (Tower of David) 
OOENAOULUM 
COMPASS The (inside Oh. of Holy Sep, 
DAVID'S TOMB (See coenaculum) 
St. D1M1TE1 
DOM POLSK1 
DOME OP CHAIN 
DOME OP ROCK 
DOMINUS PLEVIT 
DORMTTION 

Jews 
Christians 
Moslem/Christian 
L a t i n 
Moslem 
Moslem 
Grk. Cath. 
Moslem/Christian 
Moslem/Christian 
Chris t i a n 

Armenian 
c h r i s t i a n 
Christian 
C f l r i s t i a n 
Anglican 

8 
Jewish/Moslem/Latin 
Christ i a n 

Greek Orth. 
Latin 
Moslem 
Moslem 
Lat i n 
Latin 

ECCE HOMO CONVENT 
EL-BURAQ (See Wailing Wall) 
St. EUTHYMluS 
FLAGELLATION CONVENT 

Lati n 
Greek o r t h . 
L a t i n 

GARDEN TOMB 
GETHSEMANE, Garden of 
ST.GEORGE»s CATHEDRAL 
St.GiiOEGE & St.MICHAEL 
St. GEORGE'S CHURCH 
St.GuOttGE i n WIKEPHORIA ( E l Khadr) 
HARAM ESH*SHARIi)' 
HOLY Sh'PULCHRE CHURCH 
HuRVA bYiNAGoGUE 

Protestairt 
C h r i s t i a n 
Greek 
Greek 
Greek 
Moslem 
c h r i s t i a n 
Jewish (Ashkenazim) 



INVENTION OP CROSS (JHAPEL 
ISTAMBULlYE SYNAGOGUE 

Latin 
Sephardim 

b t . JAIHES UHUKUH (CATHEDRAL) Armenian 
St. JAMES uHuKUH Maronite 
St. JAMES CHURCH (Christian St.; Greek 
St. JAMES iN'i'ERClSUS Greek 
JOJS'S waLL c h r i s t i a n 
St.JOHN THE BAPTIST LiHURuH Greek 
St.JuHN THE EVANGELIST UHUROH Greek 
St.JOHN PRODROMOS (See St. John Baptist; 
&XXSX2KS 
KARAITES SYIMAGUGUE Kar, 
LAZARUS'3 TOMB 
St.LAZARUS'S UHUROH 
St.LUUIS riuSPlOJS 

Moslem/uhristian 
Latin 
Latin 

St.MARK'S CONVENT & CHURCH 
St.MARTIN'S CHURCH 
St. MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH (Holy Sep.) 
St.MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH (O l i v e t ) 
St.MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH (Now School) 
S$. MARY THE EGYPTIAN 
St.MARY THE VIRGIN 
St.MARY of the GERMANS 
St.MARY QARA 
St.MENA'S CHURCH (Ch. of Lady Bassa) 
St.MICHAEL 

Syrian 
Greek 
Latin 
Russian 
Moslem/Christian 
Christ i a n 
Christian 
L a t i n 
Christian 
Armenian 
Greek 

St. NSGSGLA 
NOTRE DAME DE PRANCE 

Christian 
L a t i n 

OMAR? Mosque of 
St.PETER IN GALLICANTU 
PATERNOSTER CHURCH 
St.POLYEUCHT 
PRISON of CHRIST ( I n Holy Sep.) 
PRISON OP CHRIST (Via Dolorosa) 
REDEEMER? Church of (Erloserkirche) 
RUSSIAN EXCAVATIONS 

Moslem 
Latin 
L a t i n 
Greek 
Greek 
Moslem 
Lutheran 
Russian 

St.SABA 
St.SALVATOR 

Greek 
Lati n 



St.SERAPEON 
SEYDNAYA St.ANNE 
SILOAM POOL 
SISTERS OP SION (See Ecce Homo) 
St.STEPHEN•S CHURCH 
St. THEODORE 
St. THOMAS 
TIPERET ISRAEL SYNAGOGUE 
TOMBS OP KINGS 
TOMB OP ZACHARIAS 
TOMB OP VIRGIN 
TOWER OP DAVID (See Citadel) 

Greek 
Greek 
Christ i a n 
L a t i n 
Greek 
Christian 
S-cphnrdirn 
Moslem/Christian/Jewish 
Jewish 
Greek & Armenian 

St.VERONICA'S CHURCH 
VIRGIN'S FOUNTAIN 
VIRI GALILAEI 

La t i n (Grk Cath.) 
Chr i s t i a n 
L a t i n 

WAILING WALL (EL-Buraq; Western Wall) 
WESTERN WALL (See above) 

Jewish & Moslem 

The above are the main s i t e s although some smaller 
buildings of congregational i n t e r e s t only have been omitted. 
Under ownership and use, the f i r s t name i s that of present 
custodians. I f other groups have had an i n t e r e s t i n the past 
they follow a f t e r a stroke thus: / . i f ownership i s shared 
then the word 'and' i s used-^ Open places such as the Virgih's 
Fountain are named a f t e r the prime users. Xf a b u i l d i n g or 
s i t e i s used generallyby a group or i t s sectarian ownership i s 
unknown i n the case of a buildings no longer found, then the 
name of the main r e l i g i o n i s used. So 'Christian' i s used f o r 
the Holy Sepulchre but L a t i n , Greek, etc. f o r t h e i r specific 
shrines. For f u r t h e r d e t a i l s see Hayter lewis of Kopp or the 
current Baedecker* 



APPENDIX I I I : WEIGHTS* MEASURES 

4.48 gms of f i n e gold 4.25 i» <» » •< 

2.81 gms of s i l v e r ^8th. Century) 
3.11-3.13 gms ( l O t h - l l t h . Centuries) 
(lOd. S t e r l i n g i n 19th. Century) 

Venetian Penny: equivalent of denarii = dinar 
Venetian grosso: 2.18 gms. of s i l v e r 
F l o r i n (Florence): 3.536 gms. of gold 
Ducat (Venice): 3.559 gms of gold 
Sequin: equivalent of Ducat 

R a t i (Syrian): bibs weight 
K i s t : 2|- pi n t s 
Dhira = fill = 18inches (Royal E l l ) or 27 inches (Workmans' E l l ) 

Bezant: 
Dinar: 
Dirham: 

S o u r c e s : M.M.Postongj E . E . R i c h & E . M i l l e r - Cambridge Economic 
H i s t p r y of Europe. Cambridge, 1963 p.597±"f. 
Gr.Le Strange - P a l e s t i n e under the Moslems. B e i r u t 
1965 ( R e p r i n t ) e s p e c i a l l y pp.50-51 



APPENDIX IV : MOTE ON REPORT ON TOURISM IN JERUSALEM 

During the Easter period of 1968, the w r i t e r undertook 
f i e l d research on the t o u r i s t / p i l g r i m trade of Jerusalem i n 
which the M i n i s t r y of Tourism, I s r a e l were interested. A report 
was prepared early i n 1969 (Reported i n 'The Times' Sept. 19th. 
1969). Since many Arab personnel interested i n tourism were 
relu c t a n t to give information, the report i s not very complete; 
however some useful data, p a r t i c u l a r l y on expenditure and 
a c t i v i t i e s , was obtained as a r e s u l t of questionnaires to 
rfcsri t o u r i s t s and holy s i t e keepers. The hospices and hotels 
were also issued w i t h questionnaires but res u l t s were mixed 
and l i t t l e was obtained from shopkeepers except f o r the kind 
assistance of Mr. John Shahin of the -baptist Book Shop. 

Much of the important data obtained and included i n the 
report has been used i n the main body of the thesi s , but i t 
might, be usefdl t o include here some s t a t i s t i c a l data. This i s 
of the modern, c i t y and therefore stxxKyxi s t r i c t l y speaking 
outside the range of the .thesis but i t has been refer r e d to 
since data i s so lacking f o r e a r l i e r periods. 

Tourist Expenditure i n I s r a e l (p.5 of re p o r t ; 

T o t a l Expenses £100 
Travel to I s r a e l £50 
Expenditure of hotels i n I s r a e l £30 
Expend, on souvenirs i n I s r a e l £15 
jsxpend. of i n t e r n a l t r a v e l £3 
Expend, on. guides £2 
Expend, on admission to holy sites n e g l i g i b l e 

N.B. These are t y p i c a l f i g u r e s f o r a package tour from U.K. 
and are rounded o f f . They are given i n £ S t e r l i n g . Although 
the figures r e f e r t o the whole of I s r a e l , the average length 
of stay i n Jerusalem i s about half of the time, since many other 
places(such as Hebron) are v i s i t e d from a hot e l base i n 
Jerusalem. Nearly a l l t o u r i s t s questioned bought most of t h e i r 
souvenirs i n Jerusalem. 



TABLE I 

Town 

JORDAN - TOURIST UASKD INDUSTRIES 

hotels money Changers Guides Tb6ttist Agencies 
Jerusaiem 33 ZU * 15u 33 
Amman 5 17 * 0 0 
Ramallab 5 3 0 4 
Betnlehem 2 z 10 1 
Beit Jala 2 0 0 2 
Beit Sahur 1 0 0 3 
Jericho Z 0 0 0 
Nablus 1 2 0 1 
Petra 1 0 2 0 
Aqaba 3 1 0 0 
Qubeiben 1 0 u u 
Others 0 9 u 0 
* = includes a i r p o r t 

Source: S t a t i s t i c a l Guide to Jordan 1964 

TABLE 2 JORDAN - MAJOR INDUSTRIAL FIRMS 

Town Agricu l t u r e Tourist Others • Total 
Based •^ased 

Amman 22 2 323 367 
Jerusalem 3 2 6 11 
Nablus 22 0 4 26 
Bethlehem 2 b 10 10 
Hebron 1 0 7 « 
Zerqa 1 0 1 0 
Rama11ah 2 0 2 4 Beit Sahur 0 7 0 7 Qalandia 0 0 1 1 
I r b i d 0 0 1 1 
T o t a l : 53 17 355 443 

N.B.: Jerusalem possesses an overwhelming number of guides and 
money changers and hotels compared w i t h other towns, but i t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g that i t has fewer t o u r i s t based industries (e.g. 
souvenir manufacture) than Bethlehem and Beit Sahur. 

Source: A.T.Dajani - The Industry of Jordan 



TABLE 3 GENERAL ACTIVITY OF TOURISTS 

1-3 
O 
£ 
-i 
H-
03 
cf 

CO f j 
(D o P O !>< 
a cm <! CD 

CD to p 
ca p 
H- cf H- H-

o cf CO ^ cf 
CD 31 SZ >— • CO p -i 

03 cf CD 
cf 
{" O «<! a 

*i 3 
cf o 1 

«<! <D 

£ 

Pd H 50 ^ u> JV) CD Hj o H- O 
cf H cf cf • CD 
H- H" H- H- CD 
O (ft £S <J to O 
a H- CD 
SB O cf < H H} 
H- P> O ai o cf 0 -J f - H 
«< to cf ^ 

H- <l CD 
cf H- Pi 

M 
H-
cf 

1. 14 0 neg ±1 USA Pr yes R 19 40 
2- b 0 9 2 UK Co yes T 20 25 
3. 11 0 145 1 USA Pb pes R/E 31 50 
4. 42 0 56 1 NZ CE yes E 2b 45 
5. 7 0 23 27 UK ?b no R 22 55 
6. 7 0 ao 27 UK CE no R/E 14 77 
7. 7 0 5 27 UK CE no R 32 55 
8. 7 0 3 22 UK CE no R 24 55 
9. 7 0 0 26 UK CE no R 21* 55 

10. X 7 0 — 26 UK CE no R 29 60+ 
11. 7 0 — 30. UK Co no R 22 
12. 7 2/6 5 38 UK CE no R 18 60+ 
13. 7 — neg 26 UK CE no R 9 45 
14. 7 — 15 34 UK RC no T 32 -
15. 7 — 10 32 UK CE no E 32 35 
16. 8 . 0 5 21 UK CE no R/E 23 55 

17. b 0 5 21 UK CE no R/E 23 55 
l b . 0 0 — — UK CE yes R 9 60+ 
19. a 8 0 10 32 UK CE no R/E 222 35 
20. 8 0 40 23 UK CE no R/E 25 60+2 
21. 6 0 30 64 UK CE no R 23 55 
22. 8 15/- 5 25 OK CE no R/E lb un.-2C 
23. 3* 8/- 2£ 1 AUS CE gees E 13 30' 
24. . 7. 0 20 26 UK CE no E 24 60+ 

This t o u r i s t also attempted to v i s i t 4 other s i t e s but 
found, them closed. 
Abbreviations: R = Religious E= Educational 

Co = Congregationalist Pb = Presbyterian. 
CE = Church of England RC = Roman Catholic 
Pr = Protestant 



TABLE 4 (Extract only) HOTELS & HOSPICES 

^ Weekly 
Hotel/Hospice Charge ( I L ) 

St. Georges FB; 18 
Christ Church BB 10 

FB- 16 
Casa Nova FB 15 
Armenian Cath. %. 1 per day 
Lutheran Hos. BB 10 

FB 17 
Sisters of Zion FB 15 
Int e r c o n t i n e n t a l BB 22 
Ritz BB 20 

FB 34 
YMCA (Nablus Rd)EB 24 

FBI 36 
American Colony BB 16.5 

FB 30 

N a t i o n a l i t y of Guests 

37 fo UK & Eir e ; 11 $ U.S.A. 
Rest other Commonwealth countries 
95 % UK & USA 
mainly European & Commonwealth R.G 
50 fo I s r a e l i 
55 % USA. 
many I s r a e l i s . Otherwise mixed 
75 % USA 
70 °/D USA 
8.0 fo Scandinavian 
45 % USA; 45 % UK & Eire 

The above i s an extract only to i l l u s t r a t e the large degree of 
nat i o n a l & r e l i g i o u s concentration i n c e r t a i n hospices and ho t e l 

TABLE 5 (Extract only) HOTEL & HOSPICE ESTABLISHMENT 
Hotel/Hospice Total Where food Number of 

Accommodation Bought S t a f f 

St. George's Suq 
Christ Church 47 Suq/Wfaolesale 9 
Casa Nova 200 t i 

Lutheran Hos. 26 Suq 7 
Sisters of Zion 120 Suq 5 
Int e r c o n t i n e n t a l 400 Wholesale 190 
Ritz 380 Suq 50 
YMCA 105 Suq 50 
American Colony 106 'Everywhere * 44 



TABLE 6 HOLY SITES IN JERUSALEM - jo of t o u r i s t s v i s i t i n g 

This table shows an estimated fo of a l l t o u r i s t s who v i s i t each 
holy s i t e compiled from t o u r i s t brochures, t r a v e l agent i t i n e r a r i e s 
and I s r a e l i sources with a d d i t i o n a l c o n t r o l from the questionnaires 
of May 19b6 

Site % Tourists 
Holy Sepulchre 97 
Russian Excav. 35 
Ch. of Redeemer 53 
Citadel bO 
Christ Church 40 
St. James's 40 
Wailing Wall til 
Haram esh-Sharif 77 
St.Anne's 72 
Sisters of Zion 78 
F l a g e l l a t i o n 87 
St.George's Cath. 59 
St.Stephen's 27 
Tomb of Kings 3b 
^arden Tomb b2 
Palestine Museum 47 
^ethsemane 90 
Ch. of Virgin. 48 
Ch. of Agony 74 
St. Mary Magdalene 53 
Ascension Place 65 
Dominus F l e v i t 4b 
Pater Noster 61 
Virgin's Fount 29 
Pool of Siloam 6b 
St. Peter i n G a l l , til 
Coenaculum 74 
Dormition 61 
Shrine of Book 42 
Lazarus's Tomb 03 


