AR
W Durham

University
Durham E-Theses

The novelist and Bismarck with special reference to
Fontane, Freytag and Ppielhagen

W. M. J. Goldsmith

How to cite:

Goldsmith, W. M. J. (1976) The novelist and Bismarck with special reference to Fontane, Freytag and
Ppielhagen. Doctoral thesis, Durham University.

Use policy

The full-text may be used and/or reproduced, and given to third parties in any format or medium, without prior permission or
charge, for personal research or study, educational, or not-for-profit purposes provided that:

e a full bibliographic reference is made to the original source
e a https://etheses.durham.ac.uk/id/eprint/8092/ is made to the metadata record in Durham E-Theses

e the full-text is not changed in any way

The full-text must not be sold in any format or medium without the formal permission of the copyright holders.

Please consult the full Durham E-Theses policy for further details.

Academic Support Office, The Palatine Centre, Durham University, Stockton Road, Durham, DH1 3LE
e-mail: e-theses.admin@durham.ac.uk Tel: +44 0191 334 6107
https://etheses.durham.ac.uk


https://www.durham.ac.uk
https://etheses.durham.ac.uk/id/eprint/8092/
https://libguides.durham.ac.uk/open_research/etheses#s-lib-ctab-15326874-5
https://etheses.durham.ac.uk

The noVelist and Bismarck

with special reference

to Fontane, Freytag and Spielhagen

volume two .

The copyright of this thesis rests with the author.
No quotation from it should be published without
his prior written consent and information derived

from it should be acknowledged.



Freytag and Bismarck




D
!

A,

Freytag and Bismarck

Table of Contents

Freytag's life and political development: a brief
Surve;; .......0.‘...........‘.......O................

Freytag and Bismarck .....,..,................;.....

Chep. I : The Constitutional Conflict(1862<66) v...

a) Events leading to the appointment of Bismarck
as Prime Minister of Prussia eeecececseccscsccesee

‘D) Freyteg's view of the events leading to the

appointment of Bismaer ...'.....‘.......‘.‘.‘...‘.

¢) The first three months of Bismarck's premiership.

d) The events of 1863 and Freytag's assessment of

them ..........‘.....‘..‘.I........ﬂ.i..............

Chap. ITI : Bismarck's conduct of the Schleswig-
HOlSteln questlon .C.‘O..........l‘........‘..

a) "864 .Q......................‘........'..........

D) 1865 seeecevececssssessssescscnsccacacsoncnssscasn .

Chap. III : Freytag and Treifschke, their
discussion Of BiSMAICK ececesccccsccccscacsosae

Chap. IV : The events 0f'1866 ‘.......‘.............

a) Freytag's assessment of Bismarck's diplomacy eees

b) Freytag's view of Bismarck in 1866 seeeceeccecesces

Chap. V : The North German Confederation ccsccsccna
a) Freytag as a member of the Reichstag(1866-67) ...
b) The events of the yéars 1868 10 1870 seeecccecces
¢) Freytag's biography of Karl Mathy(1869) eeeesecees

Ghap [ ) VI : ' Im neuen Reich ' [ A N NN N N N N NN NN EEEERE X L N N )
a) Freytag and 'Im neuen Reich'(1871=78) uteeeeceocen
b ) The end of the ' Liberal Era ' LA S B B BN BN B R BN BN BN B I W I AN N N )

Vo

DbP.

Pp.

b.

Pe

Pe

Pe.

Pe

PPo
Pe
p.

3

283

291

27
2N

294

303

309

317
317
320

328
534
334
344

B4l

¢t (A

- 290

- 427

- 316

- 327

- 333

- 343

- 362

344

352
360

363.

363
574

~ 380



Chap. VII : 'Im Ring der Gegner Bismarcks' .ceeee.
a) S5t08ch and FreJtag eeeeececceseocsacesnsecsasons
b) Freytag and Kaiser Frederick ITI seeeescesscacss

¢) Bismarck and Kaiser William II ;..........;....._

Chap. VIII : Bismarck in retirement .ecceccecececcecss

Chap. IX : Bismarck and Germany: the problematic
of the nation and the great individual .eeo..
a) Historical personalities in the 'Bilder aus der
deutschen Vergangenheit'(1859~1866) eecoceoss
b) The problém of Bismarck's POPUlBTitY eveececccocs
¢) Bismarck's influence on the evolution of the

German CharacCtel ceeccccccrccssccssccscesonse

Chap. X : Freytag and Bismarck: SUMMATY eeecsocses

- Introduetion sesecceescececccccccccnceccannis
a) Freytag's attitude to Bismarck in the years of
the Constitutional Conflict(1862-66) eeeeve..
b) Freytag's attitude to Bismarck following the
defeat of Austria and the establishment of
the North German Confederation(1866=69) «....
c) Freytag's attitude to Bismarck after 1871 eeees.

PPe.

P
.

Pe

pp.
Pe

De

p.

pe

381 - 399
281

389
397

400 - 403

404 - 416

404

409

414

417 - 427

447 .

419

422
2k

Politics in literature: Freytag as a political writer pp. 428 - 456

Chap. I ¢ DPolitics in literabture eecececceccsccces

@) Politics in 1literabure eeeescecscccccccscsscancs

b) 'SOll undHaben'(,lSSq') ® O 08 OO BSOS ELEPOEPIINSOEIGROSDS

Chap. IT : The political content of the 'Bilder
aus der deutschen Vergangenheit'(1859-1866) .

Chap. III : 'Die verlorene Héndschrift'(4864) cens

Chap. IV : The novels of the Bismarck era: 'Die

.Ah.nen'(1872-1880) [ I I N N N N N N I I N I N IR A WY

bp.
Do

De

pp.

PP«

190

428 - 438
428
437
439 - 442
44% - 448
449 - 455



Chap. V : Bismarck in the Novel ..cevesecesccceccces Do 456



A. Freytag's life and political development: a brief survey

~



283

Freytag's life and political development: a brief survey

Gustav Freytag was born on 1%th July 1816 in the small
provincial town of Kreuzburg - not far from the Polish
border -~ into a solid middle class family: his father was
a doctor, for many years the mayor of Kreuzburg, a moderate

‘liberal who favoured the establishment of a constitutional

monarchy in Prussia.q_ Freytag had private tuition at home

from an uncle Pastor Neugebauer up to the age of 13 when he
left home and went to live with his father's younger brother,
a civil servant, at Oels where he attended the local
Gymnasium, -

At the age of nineteen Freytag went to study philology
at the nearby university of Breslau under Hoffmann von
Fallersleben. Here he was introduced to the study of
paleography and'tO-early German literature and developed a
keen interest in the German past. Politics do not seem to have
interested him very much, although he did take part in an
illegal student demonstration, the 'Zobtencommers',3 but the
authorities seem to have regarded him as relatively harmless .
politically.4 Indeéd, it was in order to escape the political ’
unrest that had invaded university life at Breslaﬁ'that Freytag
moved to Berlin - in the autumn of 1836 -~ where he
continued his studies under the famous philologist Kabl
Lachmann. Freytagfs main interest at this time was in the
German middle ages and its literature,5 while his study of the
writings of Jakob Grimm had a profound influence on his
understanding of the 'Volksgeist'-and its role in the
evolution of a nation.?ﬁ Although'political matters were
discussed in his circle of friends, Freytag does not appear
to have been particularly interested; he was, howéver;
inspired to write some poems in protest at the dlsmlssal of
the seven GOttingen professors in November 1837 He also
tried his hand at writing a tragedy 'Die Siilhne der
Falkensteinee' 2 which betray his literary ambitions.
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- Freytag completed his studies in 1838 and was awarded a
doctorate for his dissertation on early German drama. In the
Spring of 1839 he was called up to do military service; he was
hauled off to the army, although he had been declared unfit to
serve.qo Freytag records hig father' s bitter comment, no doubt
reflectlng his own view of the matter as well:

"Ware es der Sohn eines vornehmen Mannes gewesen, 51e
- hdtten ihn nicht so behandelt." (11)

Later that same year Freytag was appointed lecturer(Privatdozent)
in German Language and Literature at Breslau university,12
he continued his research into early German literature. He

here

wrote a further dissertation on the 10th century poetess Hrotswitha

of Gandersheim who had written dramatic versions of German legends
in Lat:.n.']5 He also worked on a history of German drama and
gathered material for a study of

"...die historische Entwicklung der deutschen Volkstum—
‘lichkeit." (14)

a theme that was to remain a major pre-~occupation throughout His
life.

In 1843 Freytag - unsuccessfully - applied for the post of
Professor from which his former teacher Hoffmann von Fallersleben
had been removed a year earlier for his political'pcems. Freytag
met with a further set-back when he was pbevented from giving a
serles of lectures on German cultural hlstcry by the historian
Stenzel. Freytag decided to abandon his academlc career and
become a professional wr:l_tex'.,]5

The prospects for success were good: he had already written
two plays, in 18441 he had written a comedy 'Die Brautfahrt oder
Kunz von der Rosen' 16 and a year later the play ‘'Dornrdschen’'. 17
Both plays deal with the need for Germany to awake to a true '
appreciation of her quglities, to be more confident in herself,
to be proud and self-assertive, characteristics which Freytag felt
were sadly lacking. In the early 1840's he had also penned a
number of vaguely political poems, all inspired by the desire to
give expression to national p:cide.’I
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Freytag's interest in German history and literature were
by this time fairly well established, but he had shown little
interest in politics; his friendship with Theodor Molinari,za
Breslau merchant, was to introduce him to the world of
politics, indeed, their friendship was primarily a political
friendship.19 Molinari was deeply concerned at the apathy and
lack of interest in political matters; he believed this stemmed
from the remoteness and arbitrariness of government, the f
citizens had become alienated from the state. As a liberal
Molinari saw the solution in education linked with evolution
towards self-government by constitutional means.20 He rejected

revolution or the more turbulent methods of the democrats.

Through Molinari. Freytag came into contact with leading
liberal citizens in Breslau,21 and thus associated with men S
who were seriously concerned about the political future of
Germany, men who were concerned to find the best means of _
achieving a united and liberal Germany. The literary ?“
distillation of the many discussions they must have had is the |
fragment 'Der Gelehrte'(1844) in which the relative merits of
the two main currents of liberal thinking and action in Germany
in the immediate pre-1848 period are discussed: moderate
constitutional liberalism on the one hand and radical democratic
liberalism on the other.22_ Freytag rejected agitation and
radicalism in favour of education and evolut:.on.23

In his drama 'Die Valehtine'(’l846)24 Freytag turned his

attention to the relationship between the aristocracy and the
middle classes: a critical picture of life at the court of a

- petty prince in Germany is drawn with its political and moral

corruption. The court is depicted as attempting to further its

own narrow interests to the detfiment of the principality as

a whole., The Baronin von Geldern, howeber, an aristocratic

lady who rejects her own background marries the middle class

Georg Saalfeld in order to escape from the corrupting influence

of conditions at court. The aristocrat adapts herself to the ——
bourgeois: the moral is clear and was to be repeated in later |
works.,-
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In the autumn of 1846 Freytag moved from Breslau to
Leipzig, and a year later to Dresden where he married Emilie
' Scholz, a divorcee aristocrat Grdfin Dyhrn. Towards the end of
18477 Freytag completed another play 'Graf Waldemar' 25 in which
once again the theme is the contrast between the corrupt and
parasitic aristocracy and the youthful, energetic and
-enterprising middle class. Graf Waldemar, a typical product of
the aristocracy, undiéciplined, idle, debilitated and
vacillating, is rescued from this decadent existence by his
love for Gertrud, the daughter of a gardener, representing
the middle class craftsman, that class of society from which
Freytag hoped for the rejuvenabtion of the German nation., Graf
Waldemar recognises too -~ conveniently - the productive
industriousness of the middle classes and sees in this the
source of national awakening. Freytag's impulse to write was as
much political as literary.26

_ Freytag was in Dresden when the 1848 Revolution broke out
in_Berlin;27 he immediately abandoned his literary activities
for practical political involvement, only to find that there
were no political organlsatlons in Dresden that he felt he
could join without compromising his political beliefs.

Believing as he did in evolution, he was not drawn to any.of the
more overtly revolutionary or democratic organisations, while the
'Vaterlandsverein' of which Robert Blum was the leader, was too
republican for Freytag's iiking. He declined to join the
'Deutscher Verein' which, as an organisation committed to
moderate liberal policies, represented most closely Freytag's
own posiﬁion, on the grounds that it was anti-Prussian.
Characteristically, Freytag went his own way and started a
'Handwerkerverein' of his own, which, with a programme of’
lectures and discussions, aimed to improve and educate working
men. In his memoirs Freytag noted with evident satisfaction:

",..daB von den 500 Genossen des Vereins sich nicht mehr
als finf an dem Aufstande(Dresden 1849) beteiligten," (28)

His enterprlse was motivated by his reaectlon of revolutlonary
action and supported by his conviction that education would
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bring about more permanent, if more gradual, change in gsociety
(as exemplified in the play 'Der Gelehrte').

While visiting Leipzig in the burbulent spring of 1848
Freytag met Julian Schmidt, one of the editors of the periodical
'Die Grenzboten'; both menﬁdiscovered that there were so many
points.of.agreement between them on political and other matters
that, when.Schmidt invited Freytag to become joint editor of the

' periodiCal; Freytag accepted gladly and without hesitation. The

political programme of the 'Grenzboten' 29 included as its two
main points the unification of Germany under PrusSia,

excluding Austria(the 'kleindeutsch' solution) and opposition to
radical democracy and 'den Schwindel des Jahres', namely, the
Revolution. Freytag's main concern was to encourage the moderate
liberal middle class who had been considerably disheartened by
the suppression that had followed the failure of the 1848
Revolution., The main battle fought in the columns of the
'Grenzboten' was

"e..8egen eine 6de Reaktion unjéegen die Mutlosigkeit und
Zerfahrenheit. im Volke." (30) _

In the comedy 'Die Journalisten'(1852) the role of the liberal
press as a positive force in educating the masses is contrasted P
with the corrupt and politically unscrupulous practices of the
radical opposition press. | '

In addition to his work as co-editor of the 'Grenzboten'
Freytag was also active in politics: he was.involved in the
launching of the 'Nationalliberaler Verein',51 the aim of
which was to bring together in one national organisation moderate

‘liberals from all over Germany:

"...die ganz zersplitterten und in ihrer Vereinzelung fast
wirkungslosen guten Krdfte zu innigerer Verbindung
zusammenzufassen und mit ihrer Hilfe dem politischen
Geiste eine freiheitlichegeméBigte und praktische
Richtung anzuweisen." (32 ' :

As such, it was a forerunner of the more famous 'Nationalverein'
established in 1859, Later that same year(16th August 41853) a
meeting of the new association was held at Reinhardsbrunn at
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which the members decided that in order to influence the press

they would start a. 'lithographierte Correspondenz'., Freytag,

being a journalist, took on responsibility fof this andthe

first edition of the 'Autographierte Correspondenz fiir deutsche

Zeitungen' appeared in January 1854, The aim, according to

Freytag. was _
' ",,.die 8ffentliche Meinung in PreuBen zu revolutionieren."(33)

He was convinced of the need for a major liberal daily in Germany

and. hoped to develop the 'correspondence' into a fully fledged

daily neWSpaper,34 in order to increase the influence of

moderate liberalism on the formation of public opinion. Although

his plans.in this direction came to nothing, he did not

eagily give up the idea,55i

_ In the 1850's, a period of deep reaction in Prussia under
Manteuffel, Freytag saw his task as strengthening the liberal
consciousness of the middle classes. The,'Presseverein‘ get up
in Leipzig continued in existence until 1961 when -~ its
usefulness outlived - it had been superceded bythe
establishment of the 'National-verein‘(1859). Freytag welcomed
this development and was instrumental in persuading Duke Ernst
IT of Coburg to act as patron of the association.56 He P
believed that Germany could only be united by voluntary
parliamentary means, he thus saw the 'Nationalverein' as a step
towards the achievement of a united Germany, as well as a
powerful means of educating the German public polit‘ically.57

In the Constitutional Conflict in Prussia(1862-1866) Freytag
through the columns of the 'Grenzboten' encouraged the liberal
party(in Prussia. the Progressive Party) to take a firm stand
against Bismarck. Freytag was convinced that this was German
liberalism's historic hour and that the struggle would end with
a victory for liberalism and parliamentary government. He was
a radical in the moderate liberal camp. Only the defeat of
Austria in 1866 and the subsequent establishment of the North
German Confederation reconciled him temporarily with the failure s
of liberalism to defeat aristocratic absolutism and install
parliamentary government.
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Freytag joined the National Liberal Party under
Bennigsen whom he greatly admired and was eledted_member of
parliament for the constituency of Erfurt in the 1866 elections.38
He always regarded himself as a member of the National Liberal
Party, even when he did not agree with its policies, more
particularly in relation to Bismarck, Indeed, from 1866 onwards
Freytag's political.views.developed very largely in response to
Bismarck's policies, Thus, although he supported the National
Liberals in their anti-catholic 'Kulturkampf', he objected
strdngly to Bismarck's highly personal, vindictive way of
conducting the campaign. Freytag supported the anti-socialist
legislation, but.he.ultimately:came to the conclusion that social
upheaval was inevitable and that socialism .could not be suppressed'
by legal means. He believed equally that any concessions that were
made to the socialists would be followed by further more
extortionate demands. Freytag'consoled himself in his last years
that the very disruption of sidcial and political life he was
witness to bore within it the seeds of new national 1ife.59

Bver since the middle 1850's Freytag had placed much hope
on the liberal conviictions of the Prussian Crown Prince; he
became a close political associate of the Crown Prince and
worked to influence the Crown Prince in favour of liberal
ideas.™ However, the 1870's and 80's saw the Crown Prince
grow more despondeht and weéry, a prey to pessimism and moods
of depression, as it began to seem that he would never havethe
opportunity to implement his liberal ideas as Kaiser. He also
grew more interested in the revitalisation of the gldries of
medieval Germany than with the struggle for liberal principles,
a struggle that carried littlie prospect of suecess under Bismarck.
Freytag turneﬁ%Wéy from the Crown Prince,in later years a bitter
man, a man whose hopes of a liberal Germany had been dashed by
events and whose whole ﬁhilosophy had been badly shaken., He gave
vent to his bitterness in his critical pamphlet 'Der Kronprinz
und die deutsche Kaiserkrone',(1889) '
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Freytag spent the last years of his life in secluded
retirement at Wiesbaden, _maintaining contact with only a few
close friends. He died on 30th April 1895.
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4. The Constitutional Conflict

a. -Bvents leading to the appointment of Bismarck as Prime
‘Minister of Prussia

When Crown Prince William of Prussia became Regent in 1858,

an era of reaction was brought to a close and a ‘'‘new era' T

begun,.at least, this was how contemporary liberals interpreted
events. The Crown Prince was known to be on bad: terms with. the
influential court eircles; the so-called. 'Hofkamarilla’', so that
his dismissal of Manteuffel and: Westfalen, the symbols of
reactionary suppr6551ve government, appeared to confirm the
liberal leanings of the Crown Prince. This raised. the hopes of.
many liberals.that .the long period of ultra-conservative policies
in Prussia was at an end. William reinforced: these hopes when,

in 1860: - as King William of Prussia now -ﬁhe.appointed a cabinet

composed: predominantly of liberal conservative: ministers,

On the issue that was to precipitate. the conflict between
Crown and. parliament, however, William very definitely shared
the concern of conservatives about the role of the army, what—
ever differences may have existed between him and the conservative  }
circles in other fields. As Regent, William had been keenly
interested in army reform, especially as the mobilisation of the
Prussian army at the time of the Austro~Italian War (1859) had
revealed serious deficiencies in military organisation. Rbon,
an ultra-conservative Junker, was a vigorous - and as War Minister,
an authoritative - advocate of army reform, and he was supported
in this by William. Both men agreed that the army was not only
a guarantee of Prusgia's international influence and prestige,
but also a bulwark at home against the gathering forces of
liberalism and democracy.

In due course, therefore, a reform bill was placed before
the Prussian parliament (April 1860), which envisaged a reduction.
in the strength of the 'Landwehr', while increasing the numbers —
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of troops on active service and in the reserve. By expanding

the regular army, dominated by. the Junker officer corps, and :
therefore, politically reliable, the conservatives were seeking P
to consolidate.their power within the state at the expense of i
the 'Landwehr', regarded by liberals as the 'army of the people’',

The King and those in the conservative camp feared a 'parliamen~
tary army',2 while parliament was opposed to the idea of an

army that was exempt from parliamentary control. The conservatlve
Prussian aristocracy feared that control of the army by

parliament - a parliament dominated. by the liberal middle class —
would rob them of the basis of their power within the state, |
while the liberals, for their part, feared that an army controlled
very.largelyuby'the.conservative“Junkerucould be used against
ﬁhem...This.‘is...what...the..liberals.suspected..and.fearedi;5 the
liberal-dominated parliament accordingly rejected the bill.

The liberal conservatives in the Lower House had. pursued

-a pollcy of moderation, they had supported the government where
possible, hoping to gain concessions in the army bill, but the
government refusedito modify its proposals., Many liberals
concluded that 'moderation' as a policy had failed and that
outright opposition and massive pressure on the government was
now the only alternative if the principle of parliamentary
control of the army was to be conceded. The German Progressive
Party (Deutsche Fortschrittspartei) was set up (June 1861) with
the express purpose of pursuing such a policy of confrontation.
In the elections the following Decémber the Progressive Party
was returned as the strongest party in the Lower House, forming
a majority with the left-centre. Unable to gain a majority for
the reform bill as it stood, the conservative liberal cabinet
was dismissed in March 1862 and new elections were held. The
result was a further increase in the strength of the Progressive
Party. But conservative circles were in no mood. to yield. to
parliamentary pressure, indeed, a compromise proposal put
forward by the Progressive Party was rejected by the King on e
the advice of the ultra-conservative Manteuffel., The conflict
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seemed insoluble., So. desperate did the situation appear, that
William considered abdicating in favour of his son. It was,
as it were, when parliament was on the verge of victory, that
Roon telegraphed:to Bismarck in Paris: 'Periculum in mora.
Dépé&chez vous!', Bismarck returned to Prussia immediately and, S
after an interview with the King at Babelsberg, was appointed

Prime Minister on 25rd. September with the task of defeating
parliament in its bidi for control of the army.,

et e kbt © el b« e et e maeae e o+ s
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b. Freytag's view of the events leading to the appointment of
Bismarck

The dismissal of the liberals from the Auverswald cabinet e—
in March 1862 signalled for Freytag the outbreak of a conillct '

"between, as Freytag put it,

"...den Neugungen der héchsten Staatsgewalt und allen T
liberalen Fraktionen des Volkes..." (5)

The Prussian government had, he wrote in the" 'Grenzboten'
virtually declared war on its own people:

"Sie(die preuBlsche Reglerung) ist in den Kampf getreten
mit dem Kern des eigenen Volkes." (6)

The struggle that had broken out betweén the Crown and
Parllament in Prussia was but the forum for a much broader
political and 1deologlcal struggle, namely, the struggle beﬁWeen.
the landed and military aristocracy and the middle classes.
Ideologically the struggle was between absolutism and.
liberallsm, the rule of the monarch and the rule of

parliament. The. current view among liberals at this time was

that absolutism and the prerogatlves of the monarch were no

more than a facade which concealed the realities of Junker

power and influence at court and in the administration. The:
establishment of parliamentary government in Prussia in which the
power of the monarch would be reduced to that of a
representative head of state bound by the constitution to carry
out the wishes of the elected majority party would effectively
transfer political power from the Jynker to the liberal middle
class; the political power of the Junker, who operated

very largely through their control of the administration, through
their personal access to, and influence on, the monarch, would
then be broken. Thus, although the immediate cause of the
conflict was the refusal of the King and his appointed

Ministers to countenance modifications in the army reform bill

to satisfy the Lower House of the Prussian parliament, the
deeper cause, as recognised by most contemporéries; was bhe
refusal of the King, the Court and the Junker class, that is tb
say, the congservative establishment,to accept the liberal middle
class as equals in the exercise of political power.
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The outbreak of the conflict was for Freytag the

beginning of a new era, a period of momentous historical
transition:

", ..Ubergang aus einem personlichen Regiment in ein

konstitutionelles, welcher sich jetzt in PreuBlen zu
vollziehen beginnt..." (7)

which would end with the vicétory of constitutional liberalism
over absolutism, of this he was sure.8 Freytag's confidence
was grounded. on his belief that progress towards liberal
institutions, as expressions of the political power of the
middle class, was inevitable; his studies of German history had
convinced him that the middle class was destined to assume the
mantle of political power and thus fulfil its historic mission.
As a class it had established.itself at the turn of the

century (1800) when it had given supreme expression to the
ideals of libemalism in the literature of German classicism.
The middle decades of the nineteenth century had, in the
meantime, seen the capitalist middle class increase its
economic power, while the landed aristocracy went into rapid
economic decline, unable to adapt to new circumstances. Freytag
believed that with the constitutional conflict that

historic moment had come when the middle class would wrest
power from a declining aristocracy.

Freytag, therefore, welcomed any aggravation of the
conflict since he believed that in this way it would be brought
to a head; he was positively exhilarated by the struggle:

"Es ist ein frischer tlichtiger Kampf." (9)

He was at pains to'impress on the readers of the 'Grenzboten'
that the conflict represented a major turning point in history,
it was.

", ,.ein Konflikt auf Sein oder Nichtsein zwischen ihnen(i.e.
the government) und dem Abgeordnetenhaus." (10)

He was also quick to point to any worsening of the conflict
since he believed that the government would only be forced to
surrender to the liberal majority in parliament when the '
liberals, confident of victory, brought the conflict to a head.
In Freytag's view such a victory was inevitable: the government
Was weak and drifting:
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"Sie(i.e. the Ministers) sehen keinen anderen Weg vor sich,
als im Kampfe mit der groflien Majoritédt des preuBischen
Volkes das Staatsschiff durch kilinstliches Lavieren in den
hther schwellenden Wellen treiben zu lassen." (11).

'Freytag confidently predicted that any attempts by the f—m_

government to stifle expression of the mounting popular. -

opposition would only serve to exacerbate .the situation.12 The
resulting intensification of hostility to the government would R
make a victory for liberalism even more certain:

"Sie(i.e. the Minigters) sind nach menschlichen Ermessen
nur dazu in ihre Amter getreten, um widerwillig einen
groBen Erfolg des Liberalismus in PreuBen beschleunigen zu
helfen." (13

Freytag saw the struggle between Crown and Parliament as a vast

exercise.in practical political education, it would serve to
",.,.edles Metall hirten." (14) .

and the Prussian people would develop into a politically aware

nation as a result of the confrontation:

"Die Existenz des gegenwdrtigen Ministeriums demokratisiert
das preuBische Volk mit groBler Schnelligkeit; das
MiBtrauen ist so groB geworden, daBl jeder Widerstand,
welchen sie einem Dridngen des Abgeordnetenhauses entgegen—
setzen, daB jede Forderung, welche sie selbst stellen,
ihnen auf das Nachteiligste gedeutet wird, Es ist
vorauszusehen, daB die Reibung zwischen den beiden
Faktoren der Gesetzgebung groBer werden wird." (15)

The government would soon realise, Freytag felt, that the people
were not to be won over by minor concessions:.

"Noch rechnen sie in der Stille auf eine Bekehrung der
6ffentlichen Meinung in PreuBen. ... Wenn sie,..fiir ihre
eigene Popularitit etwas hoffen, dann ist, so firchten wir,
nie ein irrtum groBer gewesen... ...ein solches Abwenden
des Volkes von den entschlossenen Liberalen der
‘gegenwdrtigen Kammer ist hdchst unwahrscheinlich., Ja, man
muB erwarten, daB so lange das gegenwidrtige Ministerium
besteht, das direkte Gegenteil eintreten wird." (16)

Nor could they be pressurised by repressive legislation into

surrendering their position:

"DaB aber auf dem Wege, den man jetzt eingeschlagen, der
stille Widerstand des Volkes nicht beseitigt wird, und

daB er noch weniger durch kleine piittel hier, durch
Konzessionen dort, durch polizeiliche Restriktionen zu
brechen ist, davon werden die Minister sich sehr bald.
iberzeugen, wenn sie das Uberhaupt je geglaubt haben." (17)

The power of the people would continue to mount, with government
resistance only serving to fuel popular anger: '
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"Denn die Strdmung der Volkskraft wird noch léngere
Zeit nach der linken Seite hin fluten. Und um so
heftiger, je lénger der Widerstand dauert, welchen
dreifliig Regierungen, Hofkoterien und romantische
Stimmungen einigen hdéchsten Bediirfnissen der Nation
entgelgen stellen." (18)

Even concessions by the government would only lead to an
increase in popular demands: '

"Jede liberale MaBregel wird ihnen(i.e. the electorate)

als eezwungene Nachgiebigkeit, jedes Eingehen auf die
Wiinsche der Kammern als Schwiche ausgelegt werden und
jeder ‘Erfolg, welcher die Vertreter des Volkes durch-
.setzen, wird von dem Volke als ein Sieg des liberalen
Prinzips...aufgefaBt werden." (19)

The prOSpedts for a liberal victory appeared good.

So confident was Freytag'of victory that he demanded
complete surrender from the government. When the government
did make some concessions in the speech from the throne on the

occasion of the opening of Parliament after the March'1862'e1ectif

ions, Freytag's advice to the liberals was %o take this as
a sign of weakness, to cast aside ideas of reconciliation with
the government and to intensify the conflict:

"Es war ein gl&nzender Sieg, den das Volk durch seine
Wahlen {iber die Regierung davongetragen hat., Wie sehr er
dem Ministerium imponiert hat, beweist die ‘Thronrede...
Die Konzessionen sind abgerungen, dahinter steht ein
letzter, durchaus nicht gebrochener Wille, welcher iiber
einen gewissen Punkt sich schwerlich wird hinaustreiben
lassen, ohne neue starke Konflikte. #s ist anzunehmen,
daB die fiihrer der Fortschrittspartel, die vielleich?t
von der GroBe ihres Erfolges selbst liberrascht waren,
sich zunidchst ernsthaft bemiihen werden, einen solchen
Konflikt zu vcrmeiden. Sie konnen kaum noch gewinnen,
wohl aber viel verlieren., Brennt aber ein unvermeidlicher
Zwist mit der Regierung auf, so werden sie sorglich
darauf sehen, daB er in einer Frage entstehe, wo sie

des Volkes, welches hinter ihnen steht, ganz sicher
sind." (20) -

Effective government, he pointed out, was only possible with
the consent of the people: '

"Eg ist schon Jjetzt in PreuBlen nicht mehr mdglich zu
‘regieren im Widerspruch gegen die Majoritédt der
Volksvertreter." (21)

Freytag reminded his readers that the government, dominated
by conservatives, was defending the monarchy as a means of

————
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defending the interests of the Junkers, a small, but influential
class, whose interests were not those of the nation or the
state, but their own selfish class interests:

"Ihre Bildung, ihre Interessen, ihre Gesichtskreise sind
eng begrenzt, ihr Versténdnié fiir die hdchsten Aufgaben.
des Staates ist geringer. ... Die Konservativen in
PreuBen: sind. gegenwidrtig unfshig, irgend eine Regierung, .
zu stiitzen, weil es ihnen iiberhaupt an politischen Ideen T
fehlt und weil sie zur Zeit noch nichts sind als eine
grofle und.'einfluBreiche Coterie, deren letztes Bestreben.
ist, gegen einige notwendige Bediirfnisse der Gegenwart
zu reagieren und: zwar nur, seit diese neuen Bedingungen
ihnen ungemiitlich sind und alte GewdShnungen stbren." (22),

Freytag depicts the aristocratic conservatives as thoughtless
and indolent, irritated: by the demands of modern sbciety and
reacting with sullen arrogance. Any government that chose to
rule with the support of such people alone would soon lose
the confidence of the people and thus undermine its own
authority:

"So lange die Grundstimmung einer Partei dieser Art. von
mirrischer Unzufriedenheit ist, leer an Inhalt, bar jeden:
andern, als einer durchaus egoistischen und: kleinlichen
Herrschsucht, ruiniert sie rettungslos jede Regierung und
Autoritét, welcher sie gich zuneigt." (23)

If the government_wished:to gain the support of the people,
it would have to abandon. its allegiance to‘the interests of Fe
the Prussian aristocracy:

"Jeder groBe und dauerhafte Gewinn (wird) nur durch ein.
~aufrichtiges Biindnis des Staates mit den liberalen.
Volkswinschen mdglich." (24)

Freytag warned: that if the government failed to disassociate
itself from the ¢onServatives, then the monarchy itself was’
endangered; since if the'King bound himself to any one_political
party, the people would. no longer feel able to respect the
monarch. as the head of state. The King must be above - and
apabt - from politics on the English model.

"Die Aufgabe eines Kbnigs von PreuBen ist von Jjetzt an
gar nicht an eine bestimmte Partei sein Schicksal und
die Zukunft seines Hauses zu ketten, oder gar sein treues
Heer als die letzte Hilfe gegen untreue Blirger zu hegen,
das wdre ein furchtbares und verhingnisvolles Verkennen
seiner erhabenen Stellung. Sein hohes Amt ist vielmehr:
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"prifend. in das Volk zu schauen und zu beobachten, welche
der Parteien gerade die groRte Frische, Wiarme, Energie
und Tatkraft entwickelt und am meisten befdhigt ist, die
Gedanken und Herzen des Volkes zu leiten. Aus dieser
Partei, welcher zeitweilig die Majoritét der Kammern.
versichert ist, wird er seine ersten verantwortlichen
‘Beamten wdhlen, Das ist nicht englische Theorie, es ist
nichts als die einfache deutsche Klugheit." (253

Meanwhile, the monarchy as an institution of state was threatened
by its close links with the conservatives, just as the close
alliance between the army and the conservatives was the cause:

of widespread distrust of the army..

In the early months of the constitutional conflict Freytag

‘was supremely. confident that.the.liberals.wouldrsucceed in

establishini in Prussia a government responsible to parliament
with a strictly constitutional monarcl and. an.army subject to
control by parliament; he believed that the conservative anti-
parliamentarian Junkers were a class doomed to extinction.

The- - irresistible advance of modern ideas would force them either
to adapt or perish: '

"Das Junkertum, wie es von 1848 bis jetzt sich in of%
grotesken Formen gebreitet hat, ist fiir jeden, der ndher
zusieht, bereits in einer innern Aufldsung begriffen, es
wird unter dieser und in den ersten Jahren einer nédchsten
Regierung sich allmdhlich ruhmlos ausleben." (26)

Freytag expressed the same view privately in a letter to his
close friend Karl Mathy:

"Ich halte meine Ansicht fest, daBl diese Wirtschaft in
PreuBen nicht lange dauern werde." (27)

In his novel 'Soll und Haben' (1854) he gave literary expression
to the same idea;as as: he reported in a letter to Duke Ernst
from a journey through Silesia:

"In drei bis vier Jahren ist das Kapital, welches durch
die jetzt ausgestellten Rentenbriefe sehr zu rechter
Zeit in die H&nde: unserer kleinen Aristokraten kam,

vertan, dann noch einige Jahre des Schwindels und Schwebens,

in finf bis sechs Jahren also mufl mit innerer Notwendig-
keit ein groBer Sturz der Giiter, ein Offenbarwerden der
Schwédche unseres Landadels erfolgen. Diese Krisis, welche
durch politische Ereignisse allerdings beschleunigt '
werden dirfte, wird die Herrschaft der bornierten Kreuz-
zeitungspartei in der Provinz sehr sicher stilirzen, wie
ich hoffe fiir immer." (29)
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while his play 'Die Fabier'(1859) demonstrated the futile
resistance of the aristocratic Fabians of Rome to the
demands of the populace,

e T

That the middle class was morally and intellectually
superior to the aristocracy was axiomatic for Freytag: he
saw his own class as eminently productive(economically) and
creative, both in material and cultural térms, while the
aristocracy was parasitical, intellectually sterile, immoral
and debilitated. Such views were not uncommon among members
of the middle class in Germany in the period from 1850 to

- 30 : . . . . ~class
1870, it was the climax of that tide of middle,resentment

of the aristocracy and its privileges that found expression |
in German literature from the dramas of Lessing and Schiller
to the novels of Spielhagen und Freytag. Equally self-evident
for Freytag was the assumption that the middle class would
ultimately, in fulfilment of his historic destiny, take over
the dominant positions in sdciety and the state.

This was the historical perspectiwe: within which #reytag
viewed contemporary political events., Against such a
background it is not surprising that Freytag was quick to
dismiss the $dea that the appointment of Herr von Bismarck,
which had been rumoured, would alter the situation; he was,
after all, just another Junker whose efforts would meet with
the same singular lack of success that had distinguished
previous cabinets:

"Auch eine Erginzung durch neue Kraft wirde ihm(i.e., the
state) wenig helfen, denn Herrn von Bismarck wiirde
dasselbe Mif3trauen verfolgen, welches die THtigkeit der
Minister so sehr erschwert." (31)

Rumours - also in connection with the appointment of Bismarck -
that the Prussian government was considering embarking on

some bold new policy in Germany so as to distract the
population from the constitutional conflict by an appeal to
their Prussian patriotism, had also been circulating. Such

a course of action, kreytag felt, would spell disaster for
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Prussia, unless the government first ensured the support of
parliament and people by yielding to their demands:

"Die Ungunst seiner innern Unpopularitét erschwert ihm

(i.e. das preuBische Ministerium) h&chlich ein LT
kréftiges Auftreten gegen fremde Kabinette, und eine ‘
kraftige dullere Politik, welche den Staat in ernsthafte
Konflikte bringt, droht ihm wieder mit schnellem Ende.
+es Davor aber mdgen den preuflischen Staat seine

guten Sterne bewahren, dafl das gegenwidrtige Ministerium
ohne aufrichtige Versdhnung mit dem Volke, ohne
Modifikation in seiner Zusammensetzung, in der
bisherigen Weise des auswdrtigen Amtes, eine kiihne
Politik beginne, Neue grofiere Niederlagen wiirden die
unvermeidliche Folge sein." (32)

Only a few days before Bismarck was actually appointed,
Freytag wrote adérticle on the immediate cause of the

~conflict, the army reform bill in which he reviewed

", .odie Krisis, in welcher das Verfassungsleben des
preuischen Staates schwebt," (33)

It was.not to be expected, he wrote:

", ..daB der Konflikt zwischen Regierung und: Volks-
vertretung auch durch eine jetzt bevorstehende
Ungestaltung des Ministeriums beendet wird." (34)

He encouraged parliament to oppose the government even more
vigorously; he called for '

", ..eine riicksichtslosere Opposition...zum Heil des
Staates...” (35)

He warned against compromise which could only result in a
weakening of liberalism and ultimately the defeat and
abolition of parliament; members of parliament

", ..missen den Kampf durchfiihren, wenn sie nicht sich
selbst vernichten, und was wichtiger ist, das
Vertrauen des Volkes zu seiner guten Sache vernichten
wollen." (36) |

The aim of the struggle, he reminded his readers, was not
some compromise on the question of armyEeform,.but nothing
less than the removal of the government:

"Aber das Hauptziel des Kampfes war durchaus nicht ein
momentaner vVergleich, der mit dem gegenwdrtigen

Ministerium geschlossen wurde, sondern die Beseitigung

des nach Jjeder Richtung unzeitgeméfBien Ministeriums

selbst, ein Ziel, welches zu erreichen im wahren P
Interesse des Staates lag." (%7)
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As long as the government resisted the basic demands of

parliament, parliament would be obliged to reject any

detailed proposals the government might put forward on the :
question of army reform, since that was not the main issue. T
Unce the principle of parliamentary government had been ! |
conceded, Freytag argued and a new government had been
formed on the ba51s of the majority party in parllament then,
but only then, could the question of army reform be dealt with
on its merits - even suggesting that liberals should be
prepared to spend more on the army than the government had.
originally proposed;58

For Freytag the conflict was not about the re~organisation
of . the army; it was about the right of parliament to determine
government policy; it was about whether the King should rule
in Prussia :

",..mit dem Volk oder ohne Volk..." (39)

Once this central issue had been settled, then, as far as
Freytag was concerned, as much money as was available could be
spent on the army. He concluded:

"Ein Eingehen der Regierung auf die Wiinsche des Volkes ist

zur seit noch hochst unwahrscheinlich. Mit kleinen .
Konzessionen aber ist gegenwdrtig eine Versohnung nicht e
méglich," (40) '
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c. The first three_months of Bismarck‘s premiership

Bismarck was appointed Prime Minister(Ministerprasident)
by King William I on 24th September 1862, a move that was
generally taken by public opinion 1 as a sign that the King
did not intend to yield to the pressure of parliamentary
opposition; the conflict was to continue. Although it was
assumed that Bismarck would pursue predictably conservative
policies, commentators were not blind to his considerable
personal qualities, as the liberal 'Kdlnische Zeitung'
pointed out, Bismarck may be a Junker, but he was also

v, ,.ein Mann von Geist und Bildung, dem es weder an
persdnlicher Liebenswiirdigkeit fehlt noch an
Beredsamkeit und Unternehmungsgeist, kein unfdhiger,
aber noch weniger ein ungefdhrlicher Mann," (42)

Bismarck was soon. to prove. that he was,. indeed, a dangerous

'man: his notorious 'Eisen und Blut' speech 43 scandalised

public opinion but was just a portent of things to come. When
the Lower House rejected the budget Bismarck had: prepared, he
declared that he would be obliged to carry on the financial
business.of the state, whether or not the Lower House gave its
approval. A resolution passed by the Lower House that such
expenditure was unconstitutional, achieved little. Shoetly
after Bismarck prorgued parliament'ihdefinitely.

The first'article in which Freytag expressed any reaction
to Bismarck's controversial measures appeared on 17th October,
almost a month after Bismarck had been appointed; it was an

account of Bismarck's first three weeks in office. Freytag
was plainly taken aback, not to say, filled: with horror at the
way Bismarck had chosen to conduct government policy. The

last parliamentary session had been

", ,,eine verhdngnisvolle Session fiir den Staat." (45)
Bismarck's tactics were

n,,.etwas Neues und Gewaltiges." (46)

The King had appointed a 'feudal' cabinet

",,.gerade in dem Augenblick, wo das Volk am einmiitigsten
dagegen protestiert hat. Und die feudale Partei in
PreuBen ist keine Partei, welche auf dem Boden des
Verfassungslebens steht." (47)

4
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This was a new phase in the historical conflict between the
middle class and the Prussian aristocracy:

"Denn von ihr(i.,e., der Session) wird man einst einen :
Abschnitt in der Geschichte des preuBischen Verfassungs- T
lebens datieren." (48) P

Freytag angrily rejected Bismarck's theory that there was a gap

in the constitution ('Verfassungsliicke'), Bismarck's action JE—

was plainly a breach of the constitution.49 Yet, confident as :
ever, Freytag predicted that Bismarck's policies - which had

demonstrated :

"...einegrofies Ungeschick...in der Behandlung des eigenen
Volkes, Nichtachtung seiner Winsche und Bediirfnisse,
veraltete und gefshrliche Sympathien fiir die privilegierten
Klassen..." (50) '

- would fan the conflict into greater intensity.51 Indeed, he
doubted whether Bismarck would survive one year in officé.52
Any attempt he might make to win over public opinion and the
less militant members of the Lower House by minor concessions,
proffered with an air of conciliation, would fail:

"Er wird bald erkennen, daB in der gegenwértigen'Lage des
Staates diese Mittel ihre helfende Kraft verloren haben."(53)

In short, Bismarck's task was a hopeless one:

"BEs ist ein hoffnungsloses Unternehmen, welches Herr von 7
Bismarck auf sich geladen hat, eine Versthnung des g
Gegensatzes, und wenn dies nicht gliickt, eine Beseitigung
desselben herbeizufiihren." (54)

Freytag looked forward to the collapse of the Bismarck
administration which, he believed; would at the sametime usher
in the era of parliamentary government in Prussia,55 the
ultimate goal, as he never tired of reminding his readers:

"Es handelt sich in Preuflen jetzt durchaus nicht um die
Militdrorganisation und zweijéhrige Dienstzeit, sondern
darum, ob das Regiment nach dem zufdlligen Willen der
Majestédt und nach den Einwirkungen der koniglichen
Umgebung oder ob dasselbe in gesetzlicher Form durch die
Ubereinstimmung der Volksmajoritidt mit den héchsten

- Beamten des Konigs geleitet werden soll." (56)

More seasoned opponents of Bismarck believed him capable of a
coup d'état,57 but Freytag did not agree: he felt rather that
Bismarck would try to carry on without parliament until such time

as he had the opportunity to embark on some foreign policy
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adventure which,58 if successful, would not only divert public
attention from the internal conflict 22 but would also reconcile
some liberals to Bismarck, especially if he were7ﬁo make
progress towards some kind of Germanrparliament.6Q}Although
Freytag was, thus, aware of the possibilities, associated

with Bismarck, that were later to be translated. into political
realities, he discounted them for a number of reasons: firstly,
he was confident that no such opportunity would present itself:

"Wir flrchten, die Arzte des Staates werden vergebens
auf ein 8uBleres FEreignis warten, welches wohltidtig den
kranken Korper des Staates mit neuer Lebenskraft
erfiillt, " (61)

since Prussia was internally weak,

"Das gegenwartige PreuBen. ist zur Unbedeutendheit nach
auflen verurteilt, so lange seine Krankheit, das Uberge-
wicht des Junkertums, besteht." (62)

-a situation that could only be remedied by the removal of the
Bismarck administration:

"Es ist vergebliche Hoffnung, ‘eine neue Kraftentw1cklung,
Warme, Hingabe, Begeisterung von einem Volke zu erhoffen,
welches so lebhaft fihlt, daB die Erkrankung eines
krédftigen Staates nicht bessen behoben werden kann, als
durch Entfernung des gegenwirtigen Ministeriums." z63)

Secondly, Freytag did not credit Bismarck with the ruthlessness
to involve Prussia in.war,64 although he recognised that there:
were many who did.

"Man traut ihm jetzt die Keckheit, das AuBerste Zu wagen,
man hélt es nicht ganz fir unmogllch daBl er festen
EntschluB in der Durchfiihrung bewahren konne." (65)

Freytag s tone was one of scepticism, he was inclined to doubt
whether Bismarck had stayin@mpqwer necessary to see a decision
theough :

"Wenn Preuflen den EntschluB fassen wollte, sich von dem
Bunde zu losen, und mit den Waffen in der Hand einem
unertrédglichen Zustand ein Ende zu machen, so widre doch

- die n&chste Voraussetzung ein. einmiitiger EntschluBl das
AuBerste zu wagen, junge Kraft, ein Diktatorwille und
eine riicksichtslose Kihnheit in der obersten Staats-
leitung, welche die ganze Umgebung der Krone fortreiBt, -
Ist so etwas in dem gegenwirtigen PreuBien méglich?" (66)

i
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Freytag thought not. Bismarck lacked resolve and decigiveness,

his policy was characterised by - an interesting phrase - ;
"leichtherzige Betriebsamkeit." (67) S

Thirdly, even assuming that Bismarck was able to mobilise the s

army - if not the people - in support of his foreign poolicy,

Freytag doubted. whether success that enhanced Prussia‘s position.

in Germany would really change the internal situation:

- "Nun, wenn es ihm (Bismarck) gelidnge, alles Widerstrebende
zu Uberwinden und einige Armeekorps in Bewegung zu: setzen,
die tiefe, gewaltige Abneigung, welche die groBe Majoritat
der Preullen gegen die gegenwirtige Regierungskunst
empfindet, wird er dadurch nicht aufheben. Er wiirde selbst
durch Erfolge mit dem System, dem er zu dienen bestimmt
ist, nicht versthnen." (68)

He looked with optimism to the new year:

"Das neue Jahr wird die Manner der Opposition: aufs Neue

in der Hauptstadt versammeln. Was seit dem Ende der vorigen
Session geschehen ist, kann sie nicht nachgleblger machen,
sie sind: durch kleine "Konzessionen nicht zu gewinnen,
~durch halbe MaBregeln nicht zu versdhnen. Der Kampf,

welchen sie fithren, das Gesetz in der Handi, ein maBvolles
Rechtsgefiihl. im Herzen, mag kiirzere oder léngere Zeit
dauern, aber er wird enden mit dem Siege.der nationalen
Partei und damit, daB PreuBen zum Gliick und Segen. fiir sein
Kénigshaus, zum &lick und Segen flir das Volk eine durchaus
parlamentarische Regierung erhidlt." (69) P

Overall Freytag tended to overestimate the power of Parliament
and- the people - as exemplified:.in the frequent use of the
vagﬁe, but ‘evocative term 'Volkskraft' - and consistently
underestimate the power of the aristocracy and the army.%g

Freytag also seriously misjudged: Bismarck's abilities .
and . skill as a politician, regarding him as some sort of latter-
day, but fairly light-weight, Pickler-Muskau: the conservative
Junker, affecting liberal airs, elegant, eloquent and witty,
and not without a certain streak of decadent audécity, who
would try to win over Parliament with his urbane ways:

"Allerdings ist er klliger als seine Vorginger, er hat in
Frankfurt und Paris nicht wenig gelernt. Er wird vor-
ldufig versuchen, die Offentliche Meinung eéin wenig zu
redigieren, durch. Beeinflussung der Presse, durch die
Urbanitdt gegen Oppositionsmitglieder, welche dem Minister
eines groBlen Staates so wohl ansteht, und durch &hnliche
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"Hilfsmittel einer chevalresken Natur. Aber er wird sehr
bald erkennen, daf in der gegenwidrtigen Lage des Staates
diese Mittel: ihre helfende Kraft verloren haben. Gegen
die geschlossene Masse einer festen, zidhen, erbitterten
Opposition, welche ihrer eigenen GrdB8e und Kraft. sich
noch kaum ganz bewuBit ist, wird der heitere Schimmer
eines weltmédnnischen Liberalismus, der ihn vor den

librigen Mitgliedern des Ministeriums auszeichnet, wirkungs--

los glénzen." (71)
While Freytag was prepared to concede that Bismarck was capable:
of provocative action, threats and other chicanery, he did
not believe thai: Bismarck was posseésed of those qualities
that would be required to carry his policies through: to a
successfuli conclusion,

"Er (Bismarck) mag im Stande sein, einige herausfordernde
Schritte durchzusetzen, drohende Worte, verletzende
MaBregeln, aber gerade in den Momenten, wo konsequentes
‘rlicksichtsloses Vorgehen die einzige Rettung werden kann,.
wird: seinem Entschlufl durch irgend eine Gegenstrémung,
ein Bedenken, einen Einfall die Energie genommen werden,
und was niicksichtslos und hochfahrend begonnen wurde, wird
bedenklich: geendigt., Ihn selbst aber wird der HaB fiir
eine halbe Mafiregel und die Blame treffen, welche Jeden
vernichtet, der zu keck wagt, was er nicht durchzufiihren
vermag." (72)

It was Freytag's preconceptions as to the character of the
Junker as a class ,

"in einer innern Aufldsung begriffen" (73)
that co1oured his whole interpretation of Bismarck's conduct.
Even years later, when the full force of Bismarck's personality,
his skill as a politician and statesman had been sufficiently
demonstrated, Freytag persisted. in his 'Plickler-Muskau' view
of Bismarck: he wrote to his close friend:Stosch:

"Das Junge Deutschland, das Junkertum in seinen eleganten
Typen: Freiligrath, Lenau, First Piickler, Lichnowsky,
frech, mit Freude am Gewagten, ohne feste Grundsitze,
ohne Schule, abhéngig vorzugsweise von franzdsischer
Bildung. Der grifte Spdtling dieser Vegetationsperiode,
die in der Literatur von 1830 bis 1848 reicht, scheint

mir Bismarck.Das Charakteristische ist Mangel an Ehrfurcht, °

alles launisch und persdnlich fassend, dabei die ersten
Anfénge frischer und kecker Lebengkraft.Deshalb wird. auch
dieser Mann keine Schule haben, seine Fehler sind nicht
vorzugsweise die unserer Zeit." (74)
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Bismarck was thus for Freytag a speciment of that more elegant
breed of Junker that ememged at the time of 'Junges
Deutschland', but whose policies were, nevertheless, the
product of '

...personllche Stimmung, Willkiir, Vorurtell, personllcher
Egoismus..." (75) _

representing the antithesis of middle class attltudes. He failed
to detect in Bismarck's conduct any off those qualities, his
power of endurance, his determination and ruthlessness, that
were to be so decisive later on.76’ He described Bismarck's
conduct of government policy in the first three months of
office as 'dilettantenhaft'.’’
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d. The events of 1863 and Freytag's assessment of them

The next year(1863) continued to be dominated by the ,
constitutional conflict between - in the political arena - R
Bismarck and the liberal majority in the Lower House of the ;
Prussian Parliament., Towards the end of the year the -
attention of the public was usefully diverted by developments e
in Denmark where the Danish parliament had passed legislation
incorporating the province of Schleswig into the Kingdon of
Denmark, a move that provoked. passionate reaction throughout
Germany whebe the two provinceé Schléswig and Holstein were
regarded as indivisible, and, therefore, essentially German.‘78

In his efforts, as a journalist, to broaden and intensify
the liberal opposition to the Bismarck administration Freytag
turned his attention in his regular articles in the o
'Grenzboten’ 79 to the so-called 0ld. Liberals(Altliberalen)
who, while they were generally opposed to 'die Herrschaft des
Junkertums' 81 , nevertheless, regretted the present
confrontation between monarch and parliament and sought to bring
the conflict to an end by some sort of compromise.sz' Freytag

80
’

‘sensing the danger of their approach, sought to convince them b

of the urgent need to overcome their scruples and support

the main body of liberal in outright opposition ., He rejected
the ‘'old-liberal' argument that all that was required, was to
remove Bismarck and then the system would become more flexible
and the way open for reforms.83 It was not, Freytag
countered, the conflict that threatened Prussia's future,

but the continued existence of the Junker establishment:

"Nicht in dem gegenwdrtigen Streite liegt das
Unertrigliche fir Preufien und die grofte Gefahr fir sein
Flirstenhaus, sondern in der Art, wie dieser Streit
beendigt wird. Der Staat der Hohenzollern ist gerettet
und gesichert, wenn der Staat mit einer grilindlichen
Niederlage der alten Velleitdten und mit éinem
glorreichen Sieg des Iiberalismus endigt." (84)

Freyﬁag emphasised the need for all liberal forces, whatever
other differences might separate them, to unite on this issue P
in determined opposition to the government:
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"e.onur ein einmiitiges und festes Zusammenhalten in der
Opposition gegen die bestehende Regierung (kann) ihren
Staat und die Deutschen aus der gegenwirtigen
Katastrophe herausheben..." (85) .

while a divided liberal camp would only

".s..den Gegnern eine innere Schwiche des Liberalismus
-verraten, die Reaktion vorliufig befestigen, eine groBe -

Zahl der Wihler tiefer in den Radikalismus hineintreiben."

(86) .
Freytag warned insistently against compromise; radical

change was what was required, by which Freytag meant the
removal of Bismarck and the conservative government to be
replaced by a liberal government:

"Ein fauler Friede, eine habbe Versthnung werden das
.akute Fieber in eine chronische, schleichende

. Krankheit verwandeln. Und offen muBl ausgesprochen
werden, die Zukunft Preuflens und seiner Dynastie hiéngen
davon ab, dafl der ndchste Umschlag in der Umgebung der
Krone, die Ursachen des alten Leidens griindlich
beseitige. ... Es sind scharfe Schnitte, griindliche
Reformen notwendig geworden." (87)

The exacerbation of the conflict that Bismarck's measures had
produced wascwelcomed by Freytag as clear evidence of the
deep guift bétwéen government and people, the guarantee of

a liberal victory: .

"Wir meinen, dafl die Verschérfung des Konflikts, das

heiflt, einpffenkundiges, Jedermann verstindliches
Darlegen -‘des tiefen Gegensatzes, welcher zwischen dem
preuBischen Volke und Regierung besteht, die erste
Grundbedingung fiir eine endliche und vollsténdige

Heilung des Gegensatzes selbst ist... Durch zwei Jahre
war die altliberale Partei bemiiht, das bereits

bestehende Leiden durch PalliativmaBregeln zu verdecken...
Eg blieb nichts iibrig, -als eine griindliche Kur
durchzumachen," (88)

In this situation thé.task of the Lower House was quite. clear,
it was, . Freytag urged, to bring the government down:

",..durch gesetzliche Mittel die Kampfstimmung zu
.steigern bis das gegenwirtige System zusammenbricht." (89)

The collapse of the Bismarck administration would in turn, he
felt, lead.to the break-down of the system of monarchical
government, that whole. complex of power.comprising the
monarchy and the court, the Upper House, the diplomatic
service, the army and the civil service, all branches of the
apparatus of state that were dominated by the Junker. In such
g'crisis as Freytag envisaged the conservative establishment



ozsmdetd faw e e

311
would be obliged to make the concessions necessary to
establish a goVernment that enjoyed the confidence of the Lower
House, Just to replace Blsmarck( dem alten privilegierten

Junkertum in seinem modernen Kos tiim* ) 9 or be content with T
minor concessions was clearly irrelevant;.The struggle had to ]

"be fought through until the_present system had been abolished.

.Freytag was a constitutional liberal of a decidedly radical
bent, ey whose determination in the struggle was inspired in no
small measure by his belief in the ultimate victory of
liberalism, Although he was prepared to go to any 'legal'’
and 'constitubional' extreme in the struggle, he remained
implacably hostile to the radicals of the Left 22 and. to the
'democrats’ within his own Progressive Party.95 He had no
patlence with compromise or reconciliation; he beliéved that the
conflict must be fought out to its bitter but glorious conclusion
if Prussia was to be fréed from h

",..seine Krankheit, das Ubergewicht des Junkertums..." (94)
Nothing less than the abolition of monarchical government, |
nothing less than the complete victory of liberalism anqﬁhe
establishment of parliamentary govermment in Prussia would ) _
satisfy him, Since he never doubted that the aristocracy would b
ultimately be forced by economic developments to surrender their
position of privilege anqiower - he believed in a sort of
econémic determinism - he welcomed: any exacerbation as a sure sign
that the confrontation was coming to a head.

Sensing that some liberals were tiring of unconditional
opposition to the government, Freytag felt compelled to repeat
his warnings 95 about agreeing to concessions which, although
they might end the constitutional conflict, would not lead to
any radical change in the 'system'; he reminded his readers that
liberal opposition to the re-organisation of the army proposed by
the government was not opposition to the proposals themselves,
but to the principle the reform bill represented, namely, that of
monarchical control of the army, exempt from parliamentary
scrutiny. He urged the Lower House %o

", ..allein auf dem Grundsatz stehen, daB sie nur solchen
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"Ministern den Militdretat bewilligen, welche ihr
Vertrauen besitzen." (96)

Nothing was to be gained fron a compromise which only disguised
the true nature of the conflict:

"Aber wer den gegenwdrtigen Konflikt zweier Staatsgewalten
zum Frieden fiihren will, vermag das allerdings nicht
dadurch, daB er die Tiefe des RiBes, der jetzt durch den
ganzen Bau geht, mit gemiitlicher Tinche verdeckt." (97)

The issue was not the army reform bill:

"In Wirklichkeit sbeht die Frage in PreuBen nur so, ob
. persdnlicher Wille, ob parlamentarische Regierung die
Geschicke des Landes bestimmen soll." (98)

He went on to castigate the liberals for their lack of
opposition in parliament, in particular for what he saw as their
failure. to make more cleéar to the public

-“...die.gegénwértige hilflose Iage des Staatsregiments." (99)
The main body of liberals were apparently less convinced than
Freytag of the imminent and inevitable collapse of the system,
His advice continued to be confrontation, to break down

! ",,.die Hindernisse, welche dem parlamensiarischen Leben in
; -PreuBlen entgegengestellt werden, durch alle gesetzlichen
Mittel."_(ﬂOO% . _

; to refuse to co-~operate with the Bismarck adminigtration, to be
i ruthless in their attacks('durch fortgesetzte Schlige bis zur
Ermattung des Gegners')'loll to employ

o el ek & e e

"eoodie stérksteh-MaBnahmen; welche dem Hause jetzt irgend
méglich sind," (102) :

Only the most unrelenting opposition would assure a peaceful

future for Prussia, The dismissal of the Lower House on.27th

May Freytag took as a sign that Bismarck had had enough, that
his administration was 'auf dem abschii$igen Wege'.’lo5

_ Freytag was all the more surprised when Bismarck, not less
than three days later, introduced a series of repressive measures
designed to curb the press, the 'Pregseverordnung' of June 1st
1863, 104 Freytag was evidently'taken aback by the measures:

"Alles was man von einer frischen und fréhlichen Reaktion
erwarten konnte, wurde durch die neue MaBregel ﬁbertroffggs"
1 _

Freytag had always regarded Bismarck as something of a liberal

conservative and as not capable of being so thoroughly
reactionary, although he had fully realised that Bismarck might
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be. forced. to take reactionary measures by more powerful
elements in the conservative camp;'106 now there could be no
doubt:

"Schneller als zu erwarten war, hat das Ministerium Bismarck -
begonnen, das Programm der Oktroyierungen. in Ausfiihrung '
zu bringen, welches durch die feudale Partei seit Monaten:
angeregt war, Mit der Presse wurde, wie billig, der Anfang
gemacht." (107)

Bismarck had revealed the iron fist: he was'attempting to. do

no less than completely silence. the opposition préss, he had
banned public meetings and officials who showed liberal
Sympathies were . to. be disciplined. Bismarck was bent on depriving

‘the opposition of all.legal means. of conducting that opposition:

in public, opposition was. being made practically illegal:
"So wird:ein gesetzliches Mittel des Widerstandes nach
- dem andern der Opposition entzogen, und dieselbe wird

bald in der lLage sein, Verfassung und:. Recht nicht mehr-
mit den gesetzlichen Mitteln verteidigen zu konnen." (108)

Although déeply disturbed: by a development that had turned. a
constitutional conflict into a state of undeclared war

"Der preuBische Verfassungsstreit ist nicht mehr eine
‘Rechtsfrage, sondern er ist eine Machtfrage geworden."(109) .

Freytag hoped: that this would make less militant liberals
realise that there could be no: compromise with such a government.

"Es ist bitter, daB so etwas mdglich ist, aber es ist

‘gut, daB die Krankheit des Staats so schnell und so
auffdllig sichtbar wird., Es ist jetzt Sache des preuBischen:
Volkes die Heilung herbeizufiihren." (110) :

But Freytag was now less optimistic about the prospects of
success: '

"So stehen die Parteien einander gegeniiber. Die feudale
Partei angreifend, mit liberlegtem Plan, zur letzten
Appklation an die Kraft wohl entschlossen. Die Majoritat
des Volkes. auf der Defensive, liberrascht, aufgeregt,
erbittert, nicht ohne Leitung, aber noch ohne Filhrung
nach einheitlichem Plane." (111)

Bismarck's measures had so curtailed. legal means of opposition

that opposition was hardly possible without infringing the law.
Appeals to the people to refuse to pay the taxes that had been -
declared unconstitutional by the Lower House, wére of little D
e;f‘fec’c.llll2 Freytag began to see that‘parliament‘s power to

force a Change of system was more limited. than he had imagined.
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Oh 6th June in a speech at Danzig the Crown Prince Frederick
publically disassociated himself from the'measures Bismarck had
taken; while the Crown Prince was known to sympathise with:
constitutional liberalism, this was the first time that he had

.spoken out in public and repudiated the government., Freytag was

much encouraged:

",,.jetzt ist schon deutlich, daB dem beherrschenden System
dadurch ein harter Schlag zugefiigt worden ist und: daf dieser
Schritt des Prinzen mdglicherweise die Chancen fiir-ein
gutes Ende der gegenwdrtigen Krisis verspricht." (113)

The speech was taken by Freytag to be the first step in the
formation of what his friend K. Mathy referred to hopefully as

the 'Gegenhof': pressure would how'be brought to bear on the .,
conservatives from both outside and from within _the establishment.
It was essential, Freytag believed, for the liberals to support
the Crown Prince: to: bring about a change of governmental system:

"Denn der nichste Zweck unsrer Partei muB sein, daB der
Eintritt des Kronprinzen in die Regierung unter Bedingungen
stattfinde, welche denselben sowohl beféhigen als geneigt

und eine andere Zeit fiir PreuBen heraufzufiihren." (115)

The lead.given by the Crown Prince restored Freytag's
flagging optimism and once more he began to.hope that Bismarck's
reactionary measures would rouse public opinion and the liberals -
in Barliamont into even more determined: opposition:

mpuch sind wir innig iiberzeugt, daf ein Ministerium Bismarck
‘gegenwirtig viel heilsamer fiir den. Staat ist, als die
vorsichtige Verwaltung des Herrn v. Manteuffel oder eine
kliigere Reaktion des Herrn v. Goltz, ... Wir halten es

fiir zeitgemsB zu erklsren, daB die liberale Partei zu

viele Anrechte an Herrn v. Bismarck und seine Kollegen
gewonnen hat, als daf sie diese Gegner jetzt gern vom
Schauplatz wiirde abtreten sehen., Sie sind uns guten Preufien
und warmen Patrioten so wie sie sind, ganz recht. Denn sie
geben uns die Biirgschaft eines vollsténdigen Sieges,

eines Sieges der liberalen Partei, wie er notwendig ist,

um den preuBischen Staat, und wir dirfen jetzt wieder mit
einer gewiBen Hoffnung sagen, um das Firstengeschlecht

der Hohenzollern fiir die deutsche Zukunft zu retten." (116)

But Freytag's brimming optimism was not to last for long; by
the end of the year - with no real change in the situation =
he was markedly less optimistic. Parliamentary opposition, he

machen, einen griindlichen Wechsel des Systems zu veranlassen. . ...
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felt, had been too weak and too conciliatory:

"Unger armes PreuBlen! Diese Opposition tuts auch nicht,
das ist mir seit wir uns gesehen, deutlich geworden. :
Unsere Freunde gind zum grofien Teil nur Altliberale in E—
der Joppe." (117)

The once hoped~-for regeneration of political life by the sheer
force of popular discontent had proved to be an.illusion:

"Und wir werden uns miissen gefallen lassen, daB die
Regeneration des Staates nicht durch eine unwidersteh-
liche Energie des Volkscharakters, sondern durch
langsames Zerarbeiten der Parteien bewirkt wird, zuletzt
durch einen Thronwechsel, den das Schicksal oktroyiert.
Das ist einé schlechte Aussicht, aber es ist das Wahr-
scheinliche." (118)

The defeat of absolutism under popular pressure would have
indeed been a .fitting and glorious climax to the rise of
the middle class in.Germany,ibut_it1was not.to be; Freytag
now began -~ rather resignedly and sadly -~ to look to the
Crown Prince to introduce parliamentary government in Prussia,
although he reaffirmed his belief that the Prussian people
would one day'rise. In the meantime his task was _
", ,.Mut machen und dem guten Gemiit des Volkes vertrauen."(19P)

Freytag's assessment of Bismarck's handling of foreign
policy in the same period could not have been more damning, but
then he was hardly a disinterested observer. The '
Alvensleben Convention(8th February 186%) - an agreement with
Russia to aid her in the suppression of the Polish uprising -
was, he declared, a total failure: neither the Germans in Poland
had been helped. nor had Russia been impréséea.qgo Freytag
insinuated that Bismarck had allowed Prussia to be used by other

Buropean powers for their own ends.1.21 The prestige of

122

On the question of the rumoured project of an all-German
parliament in Frankfurt, Freytag did his best to make sure that
readers of the 'Grenzboten' detected the ulterior motive: to
curry favour with the other govermments of the German

Federation and to break the liberal majority in Prussia by means
of electoral reform./'z5 But Freytag - in rather routine
fashion ~ foresaw defeat for the plan:
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"Die Liage in PreuBlen ist so geworden, daB es fiir alle
Teile der Opposition nur ein néchstes Ziel glbt, worauf
hingearbeitet werden muB, und dies Zlel ist eine neue
Reglerung." (124)
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4. Bismarck's conduct of the Schleswig~Holstein question

a. 1864

The death of Frederick VII of Denmark without issﬁe.in
November 1863 reopened the question of the claim of the Danishi
throne tofthe two. provinces of Schleswig and Holstein. The new
King, Ciristian: IX - under pressure from public. opinion -~
signed a new constitution. which incorporated Schleswig inte the
Danigh kingdom and separated it from the German-speaking
province of Holstein. Liberal nationalists in Germany regarded
this separation. of the two provinces as a breach of the long-
standing agreement wherebysthe.provinces were to 'bliven ewich
‘tosamende: ungedeelt. 1 Although the .ethnic.character of Schleswig
was mixedi, it was regarded as a German province: by virtue of. the
11nk with Holste1n.2

The German claimant to the two provinces was Prince Ferdinand,
Duke of Augustenburg; he was supported: by the National Liberals
who hOped-that if his claim was successfullSchleswig-Hblstein;
important, liberal duchy. Bismarck's position, as forelgn.
minister of Prussia, was one of strict adherence to the so-called.
London Protocol which meant support for the status que and
determined. opposition to the Augustenburg claim.3 Preytag. ~
an ardent supporten"of Augustenburg b . was furious at Bismarck' s
opposition; it was once again evidence: - as with the Alvensleben
Convention - that Bismarck was the willing champlon of foreign
interests, in this case, the interests of the Danish crown.
Bismarck appeared as the arch-legitimist whose sole congern: was
the maintenance of the status quo, regardless of the demands
of. German national feeling and the interests of Germany in the
matter: |

"Wahrllch wenn man einst in der Geschichte lesen wird,
dafl ein preuﬁlscher Minister mit dreister Stirn eine
Politik verfolgt hat, welche die Erhaltung Dénemarks
wichtiger erachtet, als die VergrdBerung des preuBischen
EinfluBes durch eln, zwel stattliche Landschaften,
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"wird: man ein solches Nichtachten des hdchsten Interesses
des eigenen: Staates, Verachten der leidenschaftlichen
Wiinsche in Preuflen und Deutschland, VerhOhnen der ver-
pfandeten Fhre des preullischen Heeres als eine monstrose
Verirrung betrachten, deren letzte Ursachen fir gemeinen

Menschenverstand: und ein redliches Gemiit ganz unfaBbar
sind." (5)

At first at something of a loss to account for Bismarck's
motives, Freytag then decided that his failure to embark on:
an energetic foreign policy - even when the ideal opportunity
presented: itself 6 _ was because.

"er zu. solchem Entschlufl nicht geeignet war... Ihm aber
‘haben. Gespenster aus vergangener Zeit den Blick abwirts
gezogen von der Stelle, an der fiir 1hn Rettung und
Erhebung zu finden war." (7) .

So pre-~occupied by the legitimist claims of a. foreign monarch
was he, that he failed. to see. the opportunity. Freytag concluded
that Bismarck was being propelled along by events that he was

no longer able to control:

"Was jetzt geschehen muB, wird er nicht leiten, sondern
erdulden." (8)

The failure to act decisively was for Freytag no momentary lapse,
but evidence that Bismarck, the Prussian Junker, was the prisoner
of his own narrow interests and had neither the vision: nor the
ability to embark on a foreign policy in the interests of a
strong Prussia. He accordingly interpreted the concerted
military action taken by Prussia and Austria as a move to
suppress the German national movement in the two provinces:

"AuBerdem sind angekiindigt und im Anmarsch andere preufliische
und Ostreichische Korps, welche die Ddnen in Schleswig

- angreifen sollen, um einige Konzessionen von der d&nischen
Regierung durchzusetzen und: alsdann Schleswig und Holstein
an Dénemark zu ilibergeben und. die deutsche Bewegung
griindlichst zu unterdriicken." (9)

Events, however, obliged Bismarck to abandon his plan, as
Freytag wrote:

"Seine Berechnung erwies sich nur teilweise als richtig.

Der Widerstand der Ddnen, der ausbrechende Krieg, das

vergossene Blut, die Umwandlungen der Stimmung in der

Armee und die patriotische Warme in PreuBlen selbst gaben: §
dem Kriege wdhrend des Kampfes hdhere Zielpunkte, auch - |
in den hdchsten milit8rischen Kreisen PreuBlens brach sich:

die Uberzeugung Bahn, daB die Herzogtiimer nicht bei

Dénemark bleiben durften." (10)

3
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Bismarck had: perhaps recognised, Freytag surmised, that his
original policy was going to encounter too much opposition

and: that perhaps here was the opportunity he had been waiting
for to achieve some success that might impress the nationalist
liberal opposition and thus maké an end: to the conétitutional
conflict on his terms more likely. The annexation of Schleswig-
Holstein was, indeed,

"eine gute Gelegenheit durch &uBere Erfolge seines Minis-
teriums die innere Widersetzlichkeit zum Schweigen zu
. bringen." (11)

When, on 28th May 1864 Prussia and. Austria jointly declared

Augustenburg the legal heir to the duchies of Schleswig and:

Holstein, Freytag was cock-a-hoop: . _
"Er war durch die Ereignisse soweit gebracht worden, fur das
zu arbeiten, was seine Gegner seit vorigem Herbst gerdusch-
voll gefordert hatten." (12)

Events and the patriotic agitation of German liberals had

forced a change of policy on Bi.f.-'.ma::-c]:c.']5 However, Bismarck was

determined. that the change of policy should:not be seen as a.

victory for liberalism: _

"Was aber auch geschehen muBte, es muBte so geschehen, dafd
es nicht als Erfolg und Sieg des deutschen Liberalismus
erschien." (14) '

While Freytag was well content that Bismarck was now officially
in support of the liberal Augustenburg, he felt sure that
Bismarck would try to impose such a restrictive constitution

on the two provinces that they were independant only in name.15
The matter was by no means finally settled.
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After suffering a military defeat - 'immortalisedﬂ in —
Prussian_military mythology as the storming of the 'Diippeler '
Schanzen' - Denmark ceded the two provincés of Schleswig and
Holstein to Prussia and: Austria respectively. The year 1865 s
saw wide-spread. public discussion. of the future of the two
provinces, as to whether they should be incorporated: into the
German Federation or simply annexed by Prussia. Freytag observed:

"ein groBer Teil der liberalen PreuBen ist fiir Annexion?(16)
but he was against annexation, he believed that the people of
Schleswig~Holstein should decide their own fate on the basis
of self~determination: '

"Wir haben kein Recht, iiber die Zukungt eines deutschen
Stammes zu beschlieBen gegen seinen Willen., DaB das Volk
selbst die enhtscheidende Stimme haben miisse ist ein
Fundamentalsatz der liberalen Politik... Aber in keinem
Falle diirfen wir dem Volke von Schleswig-Holsteim Zwang
oder Gewalt antun lassen, selbst nicht um das zu férderm,
was wir fiir sein bestes Heil halten. In dem Respekt vor
dem Volkswillen liegt das letzte Geheimnis unserer Stirke,
diese Riicksicht bestimmt und. beschrénkt auch. gebieterisch
die Mittel und Wege unserer Politik." (17)

Bismarck's conduct of Prussian foreign policy had led to the b

-Qccupation of an additional province, after inflicting defeat

on an enemy -~ and. there were rumours that she would also
occupy Austrian-held Holstein under terms to be agreed: upon
with the Austrians - so that many liberals warmly approved

of the results of Bismarck's policies, indeed, voices were
heard suggesting that the Liberal Party should end its opposition.
to Bismarck's government where the policies being pursued. were
in accordance with the aims of the P.eu:*ty."8 Freytag saw the
danger that was threatening liberalism and: placed himself
firmly on the side of those for whom liberalism as a system

of government was more important than the establishment of a
German national state by force of arms under the direction of
a Junker statesman:

"In Deutschland ist manchen feurigen Geistern die Sehnsucht
nach stérkerer Konzentration so hoch gesteigert, daB sie

auch eine Tyrannis mit Freuden begriiBen wiirden, welche

ihnen die Grundlagen eines groflien Staatslebens zu schaffen
verméchte." (19) '
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To support a policy of qonqueét, Freytag averred, was to
compromise essential liberal principles:

"Aber die schleswig-holsteinische Frage darf von unserer T
Partei liberhaupt nicht nach Griinden der augenblicklichen
ZweckmdBigkeit beurteilt werden. Weshalb sind wir liberal?
Weil unserem Herzen Bediirfnis ist, von dem Menschen gro8
zu denken, Weshalb betonen wir iiberall das Selbstbestim- e
mungsrecht der Vilker? Weil wir darin den edelsten Aus- '
druck der politischen Freiheit finden, welche, wir fir
uns wie filir andere fordern. Ist es redlich und klug
hier liberal zu sein, dort oktroyieren zu lassen? Heute
einen groBen Grundsatz mit Emphase betonen, morgen den-
selben Satz aus Utilit@tsgriinden gleichgililtig fallen zu
lassen... Deshalb diirfen wir als Liberale keineswegs
schweigend zusehen, wenn man sie (i.e. the people of
Schleswig-Holsteins, ohne sie zu fragen oder gar wider
ihren Willen zu dem machen wollte, was wir ihnen und uns
niitzlich halten, zu PreuBen." (20) |

Against the desire'ﬁﬁ*unification by virtually any means,
Freytag reasserted the primacy of the principle of political
freedom and self-determination, central tenets of Eumopean
liberalism, '

Reviewing the parliamentary situation against the back-
ground of Bismarck's success in Schleswig-Holstein and the
reaction of the majority of liberals in Prussia, Freytag con- P
cluded sadly: |

‘"Die Opposition vermag nicht mehr, was im Jahre 1863% noch
noch ?6g%ich war, das herrschende System siegreich zu bekiémpfen."
Since the stern measures Bismarck had taken in Juné 1863, the

liberals had been

"in die Deflensive herabgedriickt"; (22) _
now all;fhey could: do, was to obstruct the government_.25
He. no longer believed: that the liberal-opposition had the will
to bring down the government, the desire for reconciliation
and an end to the constitutional conflict was too,widespreadu24
Bismarck's success in Schleswig~Holstein had apparently brought
about a significant change in public opinion, so much so
that Freytag feared that the next elections would see a drop
in support for the Liberal Party as the party of opposition.25
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Despite this he reaffirmed the view that vigorous opposition.
was the best course: ' '

"Auch in den innern Kémpfen ist kein Fortschritt noch
nahe Beendigung zu hoffen. Wir sind als Liberale ver-
pflichtet zu der Opposition zu halten, welche jetzt
allein die grofien Grundsdtze unserer Partei in den
preuBlischen Kammern. vertritt... Aber es ist unmdglich: —
die Betrachtung fernzuhalten, daB auch der Opposition

die Aussichten auf einen Sieg verringert sind." (26)

The Party now had. to contend: with a situation where it was
condemned. to

"streiten. ohne Erfolg". (27)
The liberal opposition had. failed. to force the issue. in June
1863 and: had: suffered accordingly:

"Bis zu den. Juniordonnanzen. des Jahres 1863 war die

- Opposition in der Tat, was sie nach. ihrem Ursprung
sein muflte, der angreifende Teil; seitdem ist sie:
in die Defensive herabgedriickt. Damals war der Konflikt
zu einer H6he getrieben, welcher nicht mehr in den
Wénden des Abgeordnetenhauses ausgefochten werden konnte
und. die hdchsten Anforderungen an den politischen
Charakter der einzelnen Abgeordneten machte. Es war die
Zeit gekommen, wie sie bei jedem erbitterten politischen
Kampfe: eintritt, wo die Mitglieder der Opposition. im
Notfall sich opfern muBiten., Sie haben das nicht getan,
das Ministerium hat sich befestigt." (28)

_ When Freytag resumed. his work as a journalist for the
'Grenzboten' in the late summer of 1865, lie. had. regained much

of his former optimism; this was because Bismarck's dismissal

of Parliament and his imposition of the budget for the following
year without the stamp of parliamentary approval had so.

enraged the liberal opposition that an end to the conflict
seemed as remote as ever.29 Bismarck's action had, Freytag

felt, served as a useful reminder of the reactionary nature

of his government and of his determination. to govern in
defiance.of Parliament, while his erstwhile success in Schleswig- -
Holstein, with which he had hoped to woo the liberals into: -
cooperating with him, had now receded. ‘

"Die letzten Wochen sind: verhingnisvoll fiir die preuBische.
Politik gewesen, s ist leider genau so. gekommen, wie
zu befiirchten war: die Spannung im Innern Preuflens ist
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"zu einer Hohe gesteigert, welche eine Versdhnung zwischen
der gegenwdrtigen Regierung und der Opposition im Volke
nach menschlichem Ermessen unmdglich macht, die Hoffnung.
des Ministeriums, durch einen grofien Erfolg in den

- Herzogtiimern den Widerstand des eigenen Burgertums zum
Schweigen zu bringen, hat sich als irrig erwiesen." (30)

Althdugh Freytag had feared that the liberals would lose public
support, the Liberal Party actually increased its share of the
votes at the elections in 1865; the more cooperative and
malleable Lower House that Bismarck had. hoped for - and which
Freytag had feared. - had not materialised:

"Der alte Krieg gegen die Oppositionspresse, gegen liberale
Stadtrite, Kreisrichter, Abgeordnete wird heftiger und
schonungsloser, tdglich grtBer auch unter loyalen Freunden:
der Regierung, die Unsicherheit, die Opposition hat an
Zahl und auch an Energie der Empfindung zugenommen, und.
das Ministerium muB ginzlich auf die Aussicht verzichten,
welche ihm durch einige Monate gegeben schien, mit
Schonung der leidigen Verfassungsparagraphen .etwa durch.
Neuwahlen ein-fiigsameres Haus der Volksvertreter zu
gewinnen." (31) -

.

Freytag now felt able to once more emphasise the role of
the Liberal Party as the party of total opposition, he returned
to the urgent language of 1863:

"is ist fast nur Zufall, daB diese Frage: (Militarfrage)

als Erisapfel zwischen Volk und Krone geschleudert ward;
wiirde sie heute erledigt, so wiirde morgen unter dem _
gegenwirtigen System eine andere, nicht weniger aufregende;
ein neues Schisam hervorrufen, die Frage iiber Militar-
gerichtsbarkeit, liber Zusammensetzung des Herrnhauses,
{iber die ministerielle Methode, administrative Gesetze in
Liebe und HaB zu interpretieren und vieles andere. Der
Kampf geht nicht um eine einzelne Organisation, es ist

ein tiefer und unsiihnbarer Gegensatz und dieser heifit:
hier persdnliches Regiment, dort verfassungsmdfige
Regierung. Nur ein grindlicher System- und Personenwechsel
vermag dem preuBischen Staat den innern Frieden zuriick-
zugeben. Wer noch anderes hofft, verkennt die GroBe des
Konfliktes und die Erbitterung der Menschen.," (%2)

Freytag claimed that the gulf between the government and the
people had deepened over the last three years:

"Der Streit in PreuBen (hat) langsam grdBere Dimensionen:
angenommen." (33) '

and he hinted darkly that the conflict might this time end in
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vzi.olence.54 In an attempt to rouse his readers he recalled the
great issues that were at stake in the present confrontation:

"Der Kampf in PreuBien, der im Jahre 41848 begonnen; und
seitdem nur in kurzen Zeitr#dumen geruht hat, ist ein
Kampf nicht nur um die Verfassung selbst, sondern um
die gesambten sittlichen Grundlagen des blrgerlichen
Lebens." (35)

The conflict was between two classes, between the rising middle
class and the declining aristocracy which Freytag went on to:
describe as the '

"groBe Genossenschaft der Privilegierten, welche durch
engen AnschluB an die Idee des selbstwilligen Konigtums
ihre eigene Sonderstellung im Staate zu behaupten suchten,
als regierende Beamte, als Militérs, als ZugehOrige des
Hofes, als bevorzugte Grundbesitzer..." (36

It was a clash of two ideologies

"Ein Zusammenstof zweier grundveréchiedener Weitanschau—
ungen,was auf dem Terrain des preuBischen Staates gegen~
einander streitet." (36)

that were incompatible:

"Tmmer war dies ein tiefer Gegensatz auch: in den gesamten
.s8ittlichen Grundlagen des Handelns: hier Ehre, dort Recht,
hier Autoritiat, dort freie Selbstbestimmung, hier hin-
gebender Glaube, dort selbstédndige Forschung, hier Vor-
rechte, dort freie Konkurrenz." (37)

Liberalism was fighting for its very survival in Prussia:

"Denn es ist in Wahrheit ein Kampf um das Leben, den der
Liberalismus in PreuSen zu filhren hat." (37)

Ereytag rejected any strategy for the Liberal Party that
put unification by force: of Prussian arms before the achievement
of freedom and parliamentary government; to do this, Freytag
argued, would be to degrade the individual citizen in order to
exalt the state, as in the case of France.

"Ind wir vermdgen den Imperialismus auch dann nicht zu
bewundern, wenn wir zugeben, dafl er den Franzosen Macht
und. Ansehn in Buropa vergroBert hat., Denn wir sehen
zugleich, daB dies System die Individuen schwécher und
politisch untiichtiger macht. Und wir wiinschen unserm
PreuBBen. solche GréBe nicht, welche gezwungen ist, die
Blizger herabzuwiirdigen, um den Staat zu heben," (58)



o e AL LA AR RS R e e

el e 2L M

e e etk R kRl

[ PSS

~were the | |

325

Freytag saw very clearly the déngers of liberal support for
Bismarck. A powerful and greater Germany might be created =
but under Bismarck this would be at the expense of political o
freedom: ' o ;

. "Ferner aber ist die Forderung: erst Macht, dann Freiheit,
wenn sie auf die gegenwartigen Zustinde in Preufien S
angewendet wird, auch gefdhrlich. Unser Liberalismus :
gleicht doch nicht einem einzelnen Glied, welches wir
uns abhauen kdnnen, oder in die Tasche stecken, wie eine
geballte FPaust? Er ist unser bestes Leben selbst, und wie
die Natur uns zwingt, unabléBig Atem zu holen, missen
wir auch unser Freiheitsgefiihl betitigen, wo wir ver-
anlaft sindi zu reden, zu raten, zu handeln.," (39)

To. put support for Bismarck before the establishment of
parliamentary government was to get one's priorities wrong;
there was no need;to'support Bismarck to get progress towards
German unity, once the liberals had. control. of the government,
then on that very day, the problem of German unity would also
be solved: ' : |

"...an dem Tage, wo unser Sieg entschieden wird, auch die
deutsche Frage zur Entscheidung kommt. Denn unsere Arbeit
mufl dann sein, daf wir auf unsere Weise die Schranken
niederreifien, " (4Q) : .

The German question would: be solved once the liberals had won
political power in Prussia, to compromise the gregt aim: with:
support for Bismarck would: destroy liberalism.

Many a Prussian had: feltd

"geneigt, den Mafiregeln eines Regimentes, welches ihnen.
personlich feindselig erschien, in ihrem Gemiit Amnestie.
zu erteilen, weil sie die Hoffnung hatten, dall dasselbe
Regiment nach Auflen die hochsten Interessen des Staates
mit erobernder Kraft vertreten werde." (41)

but, Freytag felt, Bismarck's handling of the Schleswig-
Holstein question had demonstrated the contradictions of
Bismarck's position |

"Die Ereignisse haben die bittere Lehre gebracht, dal es
niemals mdglich ist, zu gleicher Zeit Klein und grof,
unsiicher und fest, gereizt und iiberlegen zu handeln." (42)

and hadéalso demonstrated a typical conservative Junker
approach to the problem. The short-comings of his approach

"Folgen seiner Parteistellung, denen er sich nicht mehr
“entziehen kann," (43)
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Freytag saw - quite correctly - that one of Bismarck's main
concerns had been to prevent the establishment of an independant
liberal duchy in the North:. of Germany,

"im Norden Deutschlands ein zweites Koburg" (44)
his whole strategy had. been inspired by this narrow concern, e

Freytag was keenly-aware of how the liberals could have
solved. the problem if they had had. control of the:Prussian
state, they had. a superior understanding of the national
interests of Germany and a deeper appreciatlon of and respect
for the wishes of the people. Some llberals had grown dispirited:
by the signal lack of success brought by opposition and were
prepared to trade their cooperation with the government for
moves towards German unification; since they were themselves
not in a position to implement such policies, they were inclined
to support admost anyone - as Freytag complained: - who could -
bring the dream of a united and gregster Germany nearer realisation;
even if it be the sworn enemy of liberalism himself, Herr von
Bismarck, Freytag never lost sight of the fact that the

'.dllemma the liberals found. themselves in was due to the +

"...ganz unerhdrten und. unparlamentarischen Situation...
dafl sie zwar durch die ihr gehdrende Majoritidt die
Handlungen der Regierung zu l#hmen vermag, aber nicht
die Kraft besitzt, die regierenden Minister selbst zur
Abdikation zu veranlassen. Die Verfassungsgeschlchte der
groBeren modernen Staaten hat wenig Analoglen eines
solchen MiBverhidltnisses..." (45)

Freytag was far from seeing in Bismarck the great statesman
and. German patriot that other liberals were beginning to
discover in him - it was, after all, Bismarck who stood between

. the opposition and their goal of parliamentary government and

once that had been achieved, then a liberal government would
show the .world what a liberal and national foreign policy

was like., Freytag clung obstinately to the idea of the liberal
state in which the middle class, as the intellectual and moral
leaders of the nation, wess entitled: to govern the country
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as representatives of the people., Among the moderate liberals
of the centre he was ~ and in this respect something of an |
exception - a radical, insisting that the system of monarchical
government must be abolished. Some observers of the period
have detected a conspicuous lack of political will to power
among the middle class; this could not be said of Freytag,46ﬁ
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TIZ. Freﬂtag and Treitschke, their discussion of Bismarck

Freytag and Treitschke had. met in Leipzig in 1862, and
while they were only in close personal contact for a few months
in the winter of 1862 - Treitschke left Leipzig in August |
186% - they became firm friends and corresponded J:‘egularly./I
From the beginning their friendship was a political friendships:
both men were liberals and: Prussian patriots, fired by a
common purpose and the desire to rouse public opinion. Treitsch-
ke's article 'Dag Schweigen der Presse in Preufien’ 2"inlwhich'-
he took that organ of clagsical liberalism, the 'ProuBische
Jahrbiicher', to task for their timid reaction to .Bismarck's
June measures (1863) represented the high watermark of their
collaboration and friendship.” Here was Treitschke, the liberal,
doughtily defending one of the basic principles of liberalism,
freedom of the press, against the repressive measures of. the
Junker Bismarck.

The developments of the succeeding years, however,
Bismarck's success in Schleswig-Holstein, the defeat of Austria
and the establishment of the North German Confederation.
brought about a change in Treitschke's attitude towards
Bismarck. He became a fervent admirer of Bismarck's 'Macht-
politik' whille Freytag remained in stubborn opposition. The
first signs of differences'between them arose over the gquestion:
of whether Prussia should: annex Schleswig~Holstein outright
or allow the population to decide their political fubure for.
themselves. Publically Freytag favoured. the latter course: of
action.while Treitschke had come out in favour of annexation..4
He wrote: to Freytag urging him %o support a policy of
annexation: in the 'Grenzboten':

"Rine andere Bitte dagegen lege ich Ihnen ernstlich ans
Herz. Wird: es endlich nicht Zeit, dafBl die Grenzboten die
Annexion fiir die heilsamste Ldsung der brennenden Frage
erkliren? Die PreuBischen Jahrbiicher haben bereits
Farbe bekannt. Bei dieser Frage muB sich's gleich: zeigen

ob einer ein guter PreuBe oder ein Parteifanatiker ist."<531_;_
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Freytag's reply is at variance with the views he had expressed
in: the columns of the 'Grenzboten'! where he had rejected the
idea of.annexation.6 In his letter to Treitschke he declared
himself in favour of annexation: i

"Sie selbdét konnen die Annexion nicht feuriger winschen
als ich., Der Unterschied zwischen uns ist nur, daB ich .
sie nicht einen Augenblick fiir mdglich gehalten habe, .
selt Bismarck mit Ostreich.die dinische Beute iibernahm., =
Die Ereignisse haben mir leider Recht gegebemi. ...

Es war Wahnsinn, jede MaBregél von dem guten Willen
Ostreichs abhingig zu machen." (7)

Bismarck's inscrutable insistence on acting in collaboration

with Austria had, in Freytag's opinion, unnecesgsarily limited
Prussia's freedom of action;.Austria was unlikely to agree to
Prussia annexing the two. provinces, yet, the only alternative
in the situation that Bismarck had got himself into, was wax,
but

", ,.weder Bismarck noch Wilhelm wagen einen Krieg mit
Ostreich." (8) |

Freytag simply could not see how Bismarck's approach:
could lead to success; he wrote to Treitschke:

"Recht haben Sie freilich in der Annahme, daB ich mich

nicht lberzeugen kann, Bismarcks politisches Experimen- P
tieren habe fiir PreuBen die Aussicht auf dauernde

Erfolge." (9)

Bismarck's choice of means and: allies, while characteristic of
a man whose:political instincts and horizons belonged to a

. by-gone age, condemned his efforts to failure:

"Ich halte die Mittel, durch welche die preuBische
Regierung sich in den Besitz der Herzogtiimer setzen
will, auch fiir génzlich eitel. Wir leben nicht mehr in
der Zeit des groBen Kurfiirsten und des Jahres 1815;

wer jetzt etwas durchsetzen will, kann das nur mit
Benutzung des Liberalismus. Wer dieser Zeitstrémung
sich entgegenstemmt, wird immer in Gegfahr sein, den.
Boden unter den Fiilen zu verlieren, wer sie unehrlich
benutzt, in Geflahr, seinen Gewinn wieder zu verlieren.
Und es ist lehrreich zu beobachten, wie auch das Talent
im Kampfe gegen dies ZeitgemdBe seine Kraft verliert."(10)

A greater Germany under Prussia could only be achieved,
Freytag believed, by the voluntary-amalgamation.of the German
states under liberal governments, as an expression of the will
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of- the people, not, as under Bismarck, with all the apparatus

of eighteenth century cabinet diplomacy. The other German :
states would only accept leadership in the German question T
from a liberal Prussia and the rest of Europe would only accept
German unification if it were realised under the auspices of
liberalism:

"Diese Erweiterung aber kann nach meiner innigen Uber-
zeugung nur unter der Herrschaft liberaler Regierungs-
grundsitze vor sich gehen. Es wird éine andere Zeit
kommen, aber jetzt ist der ILiberalismus die einzige Macht,
welche fiir Préuflen die gute Meinung des Auslandes zu

werben vermag, Und. wer das einsieht, muBl auch die
Konsequenzen auf sich nehmen." (11)

It was precisely Bismarck's repressive anti-liberalism that
gave rise to such suspicion and distrust of Prussia in the
other German states and in Europe generally; Freytag. could

not see any way in which Bismarck could. unite the German states
under such circumstances: ' |

"Jetzt ist es im Ganzen betrachtet fruchtlos, dem Deutschen
vom Beruf PreuBlens u.s.w. zu reden, er sieht nur empdrt
den argen Mann Bismarck und. die Rotte, welche unter
seinem Vorsitz in Preuflen die Fiille kleiner Scheufllich~
keiten verilibt, und er ruft, unter einem Baum,der solche
Friichte trégt mag ich nicht sitzen." (12)

Freytag shared Treitschke's desire for a Germany united
under Prussian leadership:

"Ich wiinsche zu erleben, daf Deutschland preullisch wird,
Undi ich sehe einen sicheren, unverlegbaren Weg, der in
einem Decennium zu solchem Gliick fiihren konnte." (13)

that was to say, Wy the democratic decision of popularly
elected governments; his conviction that the liberals would
solve the problem more effectively than Bismarck, had they been
in power in Prussia, only added to his deep sense of frustration
and anger at Bismarck's approach:

"Mit Trauver und Unwillen sehe ich, daBl Preuflen einen andern

(Weg) einschlégt, der bei jedem neuen Schritt neue

Gefahren heraufbeschwort und dem die derzeitige Kraft

des Staates nicht gewachsen ist, Und wenn ich mich erstaunt
frage, wie es mbglich ist, daB solcher eigensinnig ;
gewéhlter Umweg auch bei groﬁem und: freiem Urteil, —
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"wie: das Thrige ist, Beifall finden kann, so muB ich mir
das. dahin beantworten: PreuBen hat seit 1815 gar keine
auswartige Politik getrieben, jetzt rihrt sich ein
Wollen, das wir lange ersehnt. Da. ist natilirlich, daB man :
in der ersten Freude dariiber, daB {iberhaupt etwas geschieht, :
die Frage unterdriickt, ob es auch gut geschieht." (14). :

Yet this was for Freytag the central issue, the very ground S
of his sustained opposition to:- Bismarck's foreign. policy: .

"Aber eine Kritik verhingnisvoller Versuche (i.e. Bismarck's
policies) ist doch nicht abzuweiseny wenn man die Uber-
zeugung hat, daB Btwas anders besser gemacht werden

- sollte." (15) '

Freytag was appalled at Bismarck's double-dealing and his
erratic handling of policy:"

"Die gegenwdrtige Politik PreuBens hat flir mich etwas

sehr Widerwdrtiges. Zunichst weil sie launischi mit
kecken Einf&llen operiert, denen jede nachhaltige Kraft
fehlt, dann weil sie so erbdrmlich und schamlos unehrlich
iste eee :

Der Fuchs, welcher listern nach den Trauben springt,

ist nicht das Tier, dem ich mit Vertrauen zuzusehen: ver-
mag." (16)

Bismarck was admittedly

"ein sehr erfindungsreicher Kopf, aber er ist ein wenig
zu frei von Bedenken." (17) : '

Freytag criticised: Bismarck's handling of foreign policy on F
two counts: for his Wrong-headed strategy and misguided choice |
of means, and for his duplicity. Treitschke agreed. with Freytag,
that Bismarck's methods were '

"teilweise verwerflich" (18)
and: he denied. being _ ,

"ein Bewundrer Bismarcks&® (19)
adding that he felt it was his duty to support Bismarck
because the alternatives were doubtful: '

"MuB ich wdhlen zwischen solchen Parteien, so wdhle ich
Bismarcks Seite; denn er kémpft fiir PreuBlens Macht, fiir
unsere legitime Stellung an Nord-~ und Ostsee," (2@5

The differences between Freytag and Treitschke in their
attitude to Bismarck and the whole vexed question of how
progress could be made towards a united Germany were so great
that neither of them touched on the question of Bismarck againu
in the correspondence. There are no more than a few remarks.
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Treitschke became an ardent supporter of Bismarck, while
Freytag,still committed to the liberal alternative, remained:
in fundamental opposition. to Bismarck. Although the two friends
exchanged letters fitfully up into the 1890's, the ideological
gulf between them widened. Treitschke's studies ‘of the
parliamentary system in France and Italy had. convinced him
that it was a clumsy laborious means of govefnment while
Freytag remained loyal to the idea of parliament as the body
of elected: representatives répresenting the nation. Treitschke.
further came. to believe that great outstanding individuals
were the dr1v1ng force in history and. that progress was due

to them, whereas Freytag believed: that history threw up great
men to embody the strivings of the nation. Treitschke believed
that great men determinednthe.course.of.history, Freytag

- believed that the nation was a more powerful entity than any

individual and that great men could only dominate a nation:
for as long as they gave expression to the will of the nation,

but that the nation would discard them when they had: served:

their purpose. Freytag refused. to accept Bismarck as the
expression of Germany's striving for national unity - as
Treitschke did - in the way that he viewed, for example,
the figure of Tuther. For Freytag it was essential that the.

great individual' was at one with the nation; this had been

the case with TLuther, but he could never bring himself to:
recognise in the figure of Bismarck the embodiment of. the
German character and: the strivings of the German people., He
believed that Bismarck had usurped that role and that the
nation would suffer in the long run for this distortion of
its development. Treitschke, on the other hand, accorded very
little importance to the people as such; they were more the.
obgect of power politics; hlstorlcal greatness was for
Treitschke almost an end in itself, just as for Nietzsche

the individual great man was an end in himself,

¥
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Freytag's intellectual roots were firmly in the period
prior to 1860, while Treitschke was still developing his
ideas in the 1860's and. was therefore influenced by the events
of those years more than Freytag who had. already arrived. at
some systematic. interpretation of history. In the differences
between the two:men (when they first met Freytag was 46 and
Treitschke was 28 years old) we can see the characteristic
differences between the generation that grew up in the 1830's

~and: 40's and the generation that grew up in the 1850)s and

60.'s, the latter generation attempting to reinterpret the
liberalism of Vorm#rz in the light of the events of the 1860's,
notably Bismarck's success in establishing first the North

- German. Confederation and then the:German_Empire. The: failure:

of liberalism. to achieve its declared aims and the success. of. R
Bismarck in realising at.least one .of those aims, namely the.
unification .of Germany, was a.major factor in the rejection.

by the.younger . generation of parliamentary methods of govern-

ment as ineffective and unrealistic and the acfeptance of

power as the only real basis of politics with great men as the
supreme exponents of power untrammelled by lesser mortals.21
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VE. The_ events of 1866
a. Freytag's assessment of Bismarck's diplomacy.

. On 9th April 1866 the Prussian delegate to the: Bundestag
in Prankfurt am Main, acting on instructions from Bismarck, R
submitted a resolubion calling for the election of an. all-German |
parliament on the basis of universal male suffrage. This was:
no new idea,for Bismarck had'mooted such a scheme in 1862,
Freytag quite correctly suspected that Bismarck was attempting
to weaken the opposition in Prussia by transferring the seat
of popular political.representation. to Frankfurt ahd, more
important, to diminish the stréngth of the largely middle~class
liberal vote by extending the franchise to the labouring
masses in town.andicountry.2”

This.initia$ive‘signalaednto>Freytag that Bismarck was
under considerable pressure, so much. so that he had: been
obliged to: engage - even if only as a tactic - on a truly
national poliecy:

"Wir sind. jetzt so weit gekommen, daf {ibel verdeckte Not b
auch in der deutschen Frage die Gegner der liberalen

Partei (i.e. Bismarck) zwingt, unsere Wege zu betreten,"(3):
Liberals should, Freytag urged, take this opportunity to
popularise their conception: of Germany's future:

"Hilft das preulBlische Reformprojekt zu nichts Anderem,
so wird: es doch ein gewaltiges Agitationsmittel. in unserem
Sinne, und unsere Aufgabe ist, dasselbe zu benutzen." )

.Public discussiqh of the Prussian reform project was, how-
ever, overshadowed in the ensuing months by the prospect of
war: between Prussia and Austria., Up till now Freytag had been
of the opinion that neither King William nor. Bismarck, nor
the General Staff would risk a war with Austria,5 but it now
became apparent that Bismarck might, indeed, be contemplating
war, in Freytag's eyes an admission of defeatlfor Bismarck's.
policy to date:
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"Erst in den letzten Wochen hat man erkannt, daB auf
dem betretenen Wege nicht weiter zu kommen ist, jetzt
faBt man in der Verlegenheit an das Schwert." 63

The military were supposedﬁto save the situation for Bismarck:

"Es ist wohl méglich, daf die Aufgabe: des Heeres wird,
die Niederlagen Bismarcks wiedergutzumachen oder zu
verdecken, Und: meine Friedenshoffnungen werden schwach,"(7)

The prospect of war between Austria and. Prussia. drew from
Freytag a heavy sigh: of regret that the liberal opposition
hadrfailedﬂto_bring down the system, and thus prevent such a
confused and: fateful. policy from being attempped: . '

"Das' Abgeordnetenhaus wird lebhaft empfinden, mit einem:
Schmerz, der uns allen an dem Herzen nagt, daB seine
Opposition in den letzten Jahren nicht stark genug war,
das System zu stilirzen, und daB es deshalb, wie ganz
PreuBen, die Folgen der Regierungspolitik auch auf sein
Leben nehmen muB." (8)

Freytag feared. that Bismarck would.be driven by the failures
and defeats of the past months to declare a war that Prussia
could: not win decisively.9

When war had become almost inevitable (May 1866), the
question as to whether Parliament should. approve: the war
credits or refuse them, became a question of the utmost
political importance. For Freytag this was a unique: opportunity
to put unprecedented pressure on the government, he urged: the
Lower House to refuse approval of the war credits until such
time as the government was prepared to make the concessions
demandedi by the opposition, in short, the introduction: of
parliamentary government. That was the price the {system'
would have to pay to gain support for the war with Austria:

"Ist dem Staate ein Krieg unvermeidlich geworden, so darf.
es (das Abgeordnetenhaus) die Mittel, diesen Krieg zu
fihren, nicht verweigern, und es darf diese Mittel einem
System nicht bewilligen, welches der Majoritédt des Volkes
und seiner Vertreter fir ungeeignet gilt, das Geschick
des Staates zu bestimmen, Es wirde also die Aufgabe
haben, alle Verhandlungen iiber Bedarf und Politik des

. Staates abhéngig zu machen von Einsetzung eines Ministe-
riums, dem es volles Vertrauen schenken kann." (10)
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Freytag insisted that mere changes in the cabinet, for example,

the dismissal of Bismarck, would not suffice. togain the support

of parliament; axchange;of system was the prerequisite: ;mm~m

"Denn zur Beseitigung des Systems geniligt in PreuBen nicht
der Wechsel der funktionierenden Minister, sondern eihe :
ginzlich verdnderte Stellung des Ministeriums zur Krone."11

Hreytag's demand. that the war credits be refused, was

not taken up by the moderates in the Progressive Party, the
group he was closest to; it was adopted by the radical left- -
wing of the party who subsequently lost votes in the elections
for parliament that took place in July 1866 while the war was

12 Freytag no.longer represented the mainstream of moderate
llberal thinking, the extremes to. which-he had been prepared
to go to put pressure on the Blsmarck cabinet to achieve
parliamentary government isolated: him from his political
associates. The issue .of parliamentary government, for Freytag.
the key issue, was. already beginning to lose its importance
to the industrial and commercial middle class who were more
concerned with practical economics than with theoretical
political constructs and. were: plainly prepared to come to an
understanding with Bismarck as long as their interests were F
adequately looked after by the government.

"Schon nach dem Kriege von 1864 machte 51ch 1nnerhalb

der liberalen. Opp031t10n insofern ein gewilBler Umschwung
geltend, als eine vorwiegend wirtschaftlich interessierte:
Gruppe zu einer Annaherung an Bismarck kam, indem sie
liber die Billigung seiner freih&ndlerischen Wirtschafts-
politik den Versuch machten, zum Friedensschlufl

beziiglich des Konflikts zu kommen." (13)

Freytag was the 'Gelehrter' of 'Die verlorene Handschrift®
not the 'Kaufmann' of 'Soll und Haben' and therefore unaffected
by such economic considerations.

On 15th June 1866 war. broke out between Austria and
Prussia; on 3rd July the Austrian army was defeated at the
battle of Koniggritz (Sadowa), while parliamentary elections
in Prussia - held on the same day - resulted in a considerable E—
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weakening of the radical opposition. ill of indemnity
submitted by Bismarck was accepted by the Lower House on 6th
August, thus formally ending the constitutional conflict in
Prussia. On 23rd August the:péace treaty with Austria and her
allies was signed which sanctioned the annexation by Prussia
of the Kingdoms of Hanover and. Hesse-Nassau and. the important
city of Framkfurt am Main, and the establishment of a North
German state, the North German Confederation, with its capital
in Berlin, In September the Lower House passed a vote of
confidence in Bismarck's conduct of foreign policy by a
substantial majority (230 votes to 83). Freytag's liberal
strategy lay in ruins, all. that he had feared had come to pass:
the constitutional conflict had. been resolved. without a major
concession being granted, Bismarck?s.prestige and: the authority
of monarchical: government had: been increased. Public opinion:
had: swung over massively to those parties that supported
Bismarck, in such a climate: outright opposition to Bismarck
was almost unthinkalble.14

Freytag found: it difficulit to adapt to the new situation:e:15
while he approved wholeheartedly of the expansion of Prussia:
(which he saw as an important step towards German unity)qﬁ;
he: was obliged: to acknowledge: that it was Bismarck, the con-
servative. aristacrat, who had: played: a major role in the
achievement of this success 17 and. was therefore deeply unhappy
that a Junker, locked in defiant combat with: parliament and

18-

people. in defence of absolutism, had presided over these

triumphs:

"Der Gewinn ist uns geworden, durch kithnen Entschlufl

Einzelner (19), die sich vorher selbst in die Lage

gebracht hatten, die warmen Sympathien der deutschen

Stédmme und: ihrer populdren Vertrauensménner zu entbehren.

Denn was sie wahrend derllietzten Jahre in PreuBen getan:

oder zugelassen hatten, war oft so, daB es den Deutschem:

ihren stark ausgeprégten Sinn filir Billigkeit uné

Gerechtigkeit empbren muBite. Jetzt ist vielen unbehaglichi,

das Grofte solchen zu verdanken, denen sie mifitrauten, see -
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"Ja es ist wahr, das Volk verdankt einen grofien Fort-
schritt. dem Zufall, daB ein talentvoller und mutiger
Mann die auswidrtigen Geschidfte sehr patriotisch und
sehr eigenwillig leitete. ... Diese Lage ist fiir den
Patrioten, der sein Ideal des einigen Deutschland in
warmem Herzen. getragen und Jahre lang dafiir in seiner
Weise. gearbeitet hat, sehr unbequem., Aber wir alle
haben uns dabein zu finden." (20)

In an article two weeks later, the begrudging reserve. had
given way to a more positive tone:

"Wenn er auch sich nach der Schlacht Wei Koniggritz.
nicht sogleich von den alten Vorstellungen, die ihn
durch Jahre behérrscht hatten, befreite, so haben wir
kein Recht mehr, ihm daraus einen Vorwurf zu machen.
Denn er hat seitdem schnell und vollsténdig die Gunst
der Situation zu benutzen gewuBt und ungeheure Schwierig-
keiten, welche auch das Publikum zu ahnen vermag, mit
einer vortrefflichen Mischung von Festigkeit und" _
Nachgiebigkeit liberwunden. Das oft gesagte Wort gilt

von ihm in ausgezeichneter Weise: er ist gréBer geworden
mit seinen Zielen. Und wir erfiillen nur eine: Pflicht.
des Patriotismus und loyaler Kampfweise, wenn wir einem.
friheren Gegner die warme und herzliche Anerkennung
zollen, welche der Mann verdient, dem vergdnnt war, so
viel filir Preuien und Deubtschland zu tun." (21)

Had‘Fréytag seen the proverbial error of his ways and abandoned

his liberal principles? Hadi he, as Baumgarten had: urged 22;

resolved. to support Bismarck? Apparently,

"Es ist ein friiherer Gegner, der uns diesen groBen Erfolg
vorbereitet hat, unsere Aufgabe ist, daB wir ihn dabed
stlitzen." (23)

but only as a temporary expedient. He recognised that the
liberals could: not afford to stand sullenly on one side, to

do so would.be to isolate them from public opihion. and the
mass of the people. They would only retain the support of the .
people if they

"loyal und mit ehrlichem Willen die begonnene Arbeit
der preufiischen Regierung im festen Einvernehmen mit
derselben weiter flihren. Wollen sie das nicht, so geht
die neue Zeit iiber sie hinweg, sie verlieren ihre
Berechtigung, die hochsten Interessen der Nation zu
vertreten, und:wir werden erleben, daB alte. Gegner
(i.e. Bismarck) unsere Ideen ausfiihren."
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Tactical considerations governed very largely the nature

and: the expreésion of Freytag's response to the .new situation, :

his support for Bismarck was a change of tactic, the strategg = -
remained the same as before: to exert pressure on: the system i
until it caved in. Freytag's praise of Bismarck's conduct of.

policy had seemed so unqualified: that a friend.Jordan wrote H
to him congratulating him on his change of heart: |

"Wollen Sie mir, verehrtester Freund, in Riicksicht auf.
das vorletzte Heft besten Dank dafiir gestatten, daB die
Grinen nunmehr ihren Frieden mit 'General Bismarck"
vollzogen und ratifiziert haben." (25)

Freytag replied:
"Was den Frieden mit Bismarck betrifft, so steht das
freilich so. Meine Meinung iiber seinen Charakter habe
ich nicht sehr gedndert. Aber seine Stellung zu uns ist

eine andere geworden., Und das wird wohl fiir eine Weile
geniigen." (26) .

Freytag's tolerance of Bismarck was based on the fact that

. Bismarck had been obliged - for the moment - to make certain

concessions to. liberalism

"der Liberalismus, dem er jetzt weite Schrahken 6ffnen
muB." (27)

his very successes were liberal, not conservative:

"Im Ubrigen ist das Resultat ihres Sieges, daB sie mit b
unseren Ideen regieren miissen und daB sie sich nur durch:
sie behaupten kénnen."” (28)

Bismarck had. been instrumental in creating a large unitary
North. Gefman State, a development which - Freytag felt -

must ultimately make. Bismarck obsolete; the reorganisation

of North Germany was but the beginning of a great development,
the present state of affairs was only provisional:

"..o. in ganz Deutschlahd steht die Empfindung obenan,
daB wir in einem groBen Interimisticum leben, und im
Beginn politischer Neubildungen, deren definitiver
‘Abschluf noch in weiter Ferme liegen mag." (29)

Further development would in time lead to the triumph of
liberalism:
"ZuverldBig wird der preuBische Verfassungsentwurf vom
10, Juni in der Praxis durch den neuen Reichstag sehr

bald Fortbildung und Erweiterung erfahren, aus dem S
Parlament flir Verkehrsinteressen wird zuletzt eine
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"wirkliche Volksvertretung werden und immer wieder wird
man dabei auf die: groBe Arbeit des Jahres 1849 hin-
blicken.(30) Diese weitere Ausfiihrung ist Sache der
Zukunft. ... Grade jetzt ist der preuBischen Opposition:
‘eine michtige Aufgabe gestellt. ... Sieg und Herrschaft
des Liberalismus ist in Deutschland fortan nicht mehr .

aufzuhalten, das Legitimitétsprinzip ist vernichtet, die

letzten Uberreste des Feudalstaats.zerfallen.“=(31)

- In this perspective Bismarck was for Freytag no: more
than a figure of transition; he wrote to Geffken: |

"Denin die Zeit, welche jetzt so new und. imponierend
erscheinen 138t, was wir lange beksmpft haben (i,e.
Bismarckian absolutism), wird. voriibergehen." (32)

Freytag also.expectedathat,,when the Crown Prince became King,

Bismarck would be dismisseﬂi§5 The year 1866 drew td a close

with Freytag confident in the future.
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by Freytag's view of Bismarck in 1866

A comparison of Freytag's view of Bismarck the man before
and. after the war with Austria shows that following the defeat
of Austria'he displayed a more positive appreciation of
Bismarck's skill and determination as a diplomat, Prior to the.
events of June:and:July 1866 Freytag had tended to see Bismarck
as a man who, although eminently endowed with considerable
personal qualities '

"Er ist ein geistvoller Mann von unibertrefflicher
‘Elastizitdt, um Auskunft nicht verlegen, bereit sich .
persdnlich einzusetzen, kurz entschlossen, dem Vernehmen
nach im persdnlichen Verkehr wie in seinem Privatleben
von grofler Liebenswiirdigkeit." (34)

suffered supremely from the pride and prejudice of his Junker
background:

"Die innere Freiheit, mit welcher er die Personen beurteilt, :
und. die Fliichtigkeit, mit welcher er Tatsachen behandelt,
die Behendigkeit, mit welcher er sich aus der Befangen-
heit des Momentes heraushebt, und der Eigenwille, welcher
sich eine Sachlage einbildet, Verachtung der Gegner und
Ungeduld bei Hindernissen, das Selbstgefiihl adeliger

Ehre gegeniiber blirgerlicher Gewissenhaftigkeit sind
Eigenschaften eines Politikers, der aus dem preuBischen
Junkertum heraufkam.," (35) o

His masterful temperament, his intelligénce, wit and intellec-
tual resourcefulness were pressed into the service of a
fateful typically Junker inability to see things as they are:

"ihm fehlt eine unbefangene Auffassung der Dinge; die:
Eindriicke, welche die Welt in seine Seele sendet, werden
ibm zu schnell verzogen, was der gemeine Menschenverstand:
leicht findet, entzieht sich ihm." (36) '

Indeed, his undoubted abilities became, Freytag believed, by
their very virtﬁosity, obstacles to success in the real world;
unable to judge a situation soberly, Bismarck would endeavour:
to contrive situations in which he was master, but which
served no further purpose, he thus expended energy to no end:

"Bei solchem Mangel wird sogar seine reiche Begabung

ein Hindernis fiir Erfolge; er wird in seiner politischen
Tatigkeit immer aufregen, #rgern, Einzelne an sich fesseln,
aber er wird ewig in Gefahr sein, die unrichtigen Mittel.
auch fiir ein gutes Ziel zu verwenden, sich iiber die
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"Schwierigkeiten und iiber seine Hilfsquellen gréblich
zu téuschen, ‘statt mit sicherem EntschluB einen Plan
zu verfolgen, sich an der Produktion zu befriedigen,
welche ihm eine Reihe montierter Situationen gibt." (37)

Bismarck lacked the solidity and steady purposefulness of .
the middle class politician: '

"Auch seinem EntschluB, wie energisch er erscheine, fehlt
die nichterne Stetigkeit., Wir Iiberale vermissen: an

ihm auBerdem andere Eigenschaften, welche wir an einem
Staatsmanne nicht entbehren kénnen.," (38)

Bismarck was a dilettente, his immense vitality was basically
unproductive; he was a man unrestrained by any ethical. prin-
ciples in whom wilful caprice and mood were decisive:
"Es ist ein blendendes, vielleicht fesselndes Wesen,
es sind einige von den héchsten BEigenschaften eines
preuBischen Ministers darin, aber ilr Segen wird. in
das Gegenteil verkehrt durch dilettierende Unprodukti-
vitét und. durch den Mangeli an festen inneren Schranken,
welche ihm die Willkiir béndigen." (39)

Such was Ereytag's portrait of Bismarck prior to the summer
of 1866, '

Whereas Bismarck's policy up %;;i the defeat of Austria
had! been nﬂgarded by Freytag as a trail of blunders born of
unmitigated confusion and aristocratic myopia, after the war
he characterised Bismarck's conduct of policy asg 'kiihn',
'mutig!’ and. 'ricksichtslos'; Bismarck was no longer the
vacillating, if energetic amateur, now he was the single-
minded. statesman determined to achieve his ends:

"Bs ist ein krdftiger, scharfsinniger und zum KuBersten
entschlossener Mann, welcher jetzt die auswartigen
Geschéfte PreuBens verwaltet. Die Sachlage gestattet
ihm gerade jetzt, alle starken und bedeutenden Seiten
seines Wesens geltend zu machen., Die Mittel, durch
welche er sein hohes Ziel zu erreichen sucht, sind die
einer sehr selbstwilligen und souversnen Natur." (40)

Freytag seemed to have recognised that he had previously
underestimated Bismarck's strength of character.

Yet these published expressions of approval may have
been more tactical than real; Freytag's privately expressed
views recall more the make-shift and chance elements that
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he felt characterised the system of monarchical government.
‘He complained to a friend Graf Baudissin:

"So wurde der Krieg, den Bismarck und. Roon lange getriumt
und gewiinscht hatten, in seiner Ausfiihrung und seinen
Erfolgen teilweise improvisiert. Und: diesen Charakter
eines Impromptu hat auch das ganze Friedensgeschaft
behalten., Zuf&dllige Laune des Komigs, eine kleine Vor- L
liebe Bismarcks vermdgen jetzt den VOlkern Millionen o
aufzulegen: und so und soviel Quadratmeilen preuBisch
oder oldenburgisch zu machen.

Es wire Unrecht, dagegen zu eifern und sich darum

die hohe Freude an dem Gewonnenen triiben zu lassen. Aber
es macht zuweilen doch den Mut schwer, daB auch die”

Zukunft Sachsens dieser Art Zufall preisgegeben ist." (41)

oo
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V. The North German Confederation: Freytag as a member of the
Reichstag(1866-1867)

According to the terms of the peace treaty signed with
Austria Prussia annexed a number of formerly independent German
'states, which - together with Prussia - were to form the new
North German Confederation. The draft constitution for the new
state was published on 15th December 1866 and: in H'ebruary of
the following year elections for the Constituent Reichstag were
held; the first session of the new parliamentary body, meeting
in Berlin, was opened on 24th February 1867. Freytag stood as a
candidate for the National Liberal Party in Thuringia and was
elected member for the constituency of Erfurt-Schleusingen-
‘Z)zi:égenrﬁck.,I He was thus able to witness at first-hand the
parliamentary struggle between Bismarck and the Reichstag over
the constitution, '

The establishment of parliamentary government within a

~ united Germany remained the aim of German liberalism: in this
context the most important question facing the newly
constituted Reichstag was - as Freytag reminded the readers of

the 'Grenzboten' 2 _ the question of parliamentary control

of the executive, since here lay the key to further constitutional
development: |

"An der Entscheidung dieser Frage'héngt, wie wir innig davon .

Uberzeugt, die gesamte parlamentarische Zukunft PreuBens und
Deutschlands., Hat Graf Bismarck die Absicht, den Reichstag
zu dem kiinftigen Parlament des deutschen Reiches zu

erheben, so muBl er jedes Jahresbudget des Reiches zu einen
Akt der Gesetzgebung machen," (3) '

The right of parliament to.control, approve or reject
government‘expendituré was, in Freytag's'view, crucial and he
warned that failure on the part of the government - that is to
say Bismarck - to concede would be to risk renewed parliamentary
strife,* On the whole Freytag was confident that, if the _
Liberals remained strong and united, they could shape the new
constitution according to liberal principles:

"...8elingt es der nationalen Partei, in sich selbst
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Verstédndigung und einheitliches Handeln durchzusetzen, so
kann, wie auch der gegenwidrtige Entwurf der Bundes-
verfassung beschaffen sei, eine grofie Umbildung des

deutschen Verfassungslebens durch Reichstag und Bundesrat
bewirkt werden." (5%

Freytag was supported in his confidence by historical precedent:

"Eine groBe parlamentarische Kérperschaft, die Bliite der
Nation, 18B%t sich nicht zu solcher Resignation
verurteilen. Sie fordert um ihrer Autoritét willen
notwendig das Geldbewilligungsrecht. Wo man es irgend mit
solchem eisernen Budget versuchte, hat man die Exemtion
desselben nicht bewahren konnen., Weder in den Nieder-
landen, noch in Frankreich, noch jetzt in Sachsen die
3jéhrige Periode, Es liegt im Wesen jeder Volksvertretung,
die H&dnde an die Schniire des Geldbeutels zu legen, Wer
das verhindern will, k#mpft in unserer Zeit einen
sieglosen Kampf." (6) .

The prospects for success appeared favourable, especially as
Bismarck had apparently modified his views:

"e.oder erste Minister PreuBens ist jetzt sehr verschieden
von dem Nann, der im Jahr 1863 unwillig war, eine andere
Politik einzuschlagen, als die Herr v, Scheel-Plessen
riet." (7)

In the last week of February the draft constitution was

- finally published. While noting with satisfaction that measures

were envisaged to secure standardisation throughout the
Confedepation in the fields of commerce, taxation, justice and
communications,8 Freytag was distinctly unhappy about the
omissions and their implications for liberal development in
Germany: |

"Ernster wird die Stimmung, wenn wir die Opfer betrachten,
welche der Entwurf der freiheitlichen Entwicklung zumutet,
und die Seitenpfade, auf denen er von dem bisherigen
Verfassungsleben ableitet." (9)

Military expenditure was, for example,

", ..der Kompetenz des Reichstages ginzlich und fiir immer
entzogen." (10) '

a circumstance that was bound to make

",..die Ausiibung des Budgetrechts fast illusorisch." (11)
A running battle was fought between the liberals and Bismarck in
the Reichstag ovek.the question of the right of parliament to6
control the budget.12 Freytag also complained that the
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principle of government ministers being responsible to, and

ultimately dependent on, parliament had been completely ignored
in the draft constitution:

"BEin politischer Grundsatz also, #lter als alle modernen
Staaten, ist in dem Verfassungsentwurf nicht beachtet.
«eo IEs ist keine Kontrolle der Staatseinnahme und Ausgabe
durch die Nation mdglich, wenn nicht die hdchsten Beamten
des Staates der Nation verantwortlich sind." (13)

Freytag believed that the Reichstag must have the absolute right
to'rgmove ministers who had lost the confidence of parliament;
without this prerogative, the powers of budgetary control were
"...ein Unding ohne verantwortliches Ministerium." (14)
Freytag's criticisms of the draft constitution were, therefore,
fairly fundamental. ' |

Freytag's confidence proved, however, to be short-lived: any
hopes that he may have had before coming to Berlin that the
libefals would. be able to» force. changes in the constitution, were
SGGnlabandoned. The optimism with which hé_had viewed future

developments at the beginning of the year(1867) when he had
written of a ' '

"...Beginn eines groBartigen politischen Lebens.,.." (15)
had given way to a much more cautious, not to say, sceptical
assessment of the situation:

"Es wird also die Majoritét den Kampf auf Erweéiterung des
Budgetrechts richten. Mit welchem Erfolg steht dahin," (16)

Only a few days after arriving in Berlin he wrote to Jordan:

"Ich perstnlich lasse mich hier umhertreiben, wie einen
‘Kreisel., Die nationale Fraktion hat sich gebildet, Bennigsen
Président derselben, auBer Twesten, Unruh, Lasker ist von
den Hannov, noch Miquel eine hervorragende Natur, neben ihm
Braun, Bennigsen, mit dem ich auch allein konferierte, hat
mir sehr gut gefifllen, er ist persénlich weit preuB,(ischer)
als wir dachten. Und bewdhrt sich als Teiter der Debatte
vortrefflich, - ' o

Das Alles wird uns nicht viel niitzen. Die Reg. will nicht
nachgeben, und bei seiner Aufgabe: zu konzedieren u. doch
die Hauptsache nicht zu konzedieren, wird der Reichstag
zuletzt doch in die Finger der Minister kommén u. entweder
als weiches Wachs umgedriickt werden, oder Gf. Bismarck
selbst zwischen die Finger zu nehmen suchen u. dariiber
scheitern.® (17) .

As the deliberations wore on, Freytag became increasingly
despondent; he became convinced that Bismarck who had already
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established his persqnal undivided authority over the Reichstag,
would block any attempt to liberalise the constitution:

"Man mdchte uns lieber heute als morgen loswerden, und es ist
gar nicht unmdglich, obgleich nicht wahrscheinlich, daf
Bismarck eine en bloc-Annahme durch die Konservativen und.
Sachsen erzwingt. Es wind bei einem Haus v. ca. 250, etwa
100 Konservative, 13 Sachsen, welche Befehl haben, mit der
Regierung zu gehen. Was die Ultramontanen machen werden,
weiBl man nicht, die Altliberalen aber ca. 12 sind wenigstens
zum Teil fiir en bloc, Duncker unter den eifrigsten." (19)

Bismarck could probably muster a majority to support his draft
constitution., Freytag concluded that'the’Reichstag had. very
little power, even less than the Prussian parliament.2o Members
served merely as a captive audience for Bismarck;s oratory:

~"Aber wir sind nur dazu da, um den Hintergrund fiir Bismarcks
Konzepte zu bilden, und der Furioso genieBt mit Behagen die
‘Reize einer Anerkennung Seines Rednertalents und ist
besonders gegen unsere Leute sehr hoflich." (21)

_So what was the point, Freytag wondered, of debating:

"Jetzt sind die Verhandlungen im Grunde uninteressant, zumal
wenn man sich der Ansicht getrdstet, daB Bism. nur das von
uns kontrasignierte Stiick Papier(i.e. the constitution)
braucht und daB im Grunde ziemlich .gleichgliltig ist, was
darin steht, denn beobachtet wird es doch nifht werden,..
Bismarck will einen zweiten Krieg mit Frankr., bevor dort
die neue Organ,(isation) fertig ist. All unsere Reichstags-
arbeit ist ihm nur eine Vorbereitung dazu u. im Grunde lacht
er - so argwdhne ich - {iber alle Amendements und

" Kontroversen, womit wir die Zeit sehr ernthaft hinbring?gé;

In the event Bismarck did concedethat parliamentary control
should be extended to military expenditure in principle, but not
just yet; Freytag welcomed the fact that

v,,.das groBe Prinzip...,daB nach einer fiir die neue Heeres-
organisation bewilligten Ausnahmezeit die gesamten Einnahmen
und Ausgaben, welche in die Kompetenz des Bundesstaates
fallen, auf dem Wege der Gesebtzgebung mit kinftigen
Reichstagen jéhrlich vereinbart werden sollen.” 23)

had been accepted by Bismarck, but he remained ~ justifiably -
scepbical as to the future on this score:

“"Ob durch Feststellung dieses Prinz;pé viel oder wenig filir
die Zukunft erreicht sei, muB die frfahrung lehren." (24)

For the time being the gdvernment had
n,,.auf einige Jahre diktatorische Befugnisse." (25)
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Realising that major changes in the constitution were out of
the question, Freytag changed his tactic completely, gave up any
idea of pressing for amendments and'began urging members - through
the columns of the 'Grenzboten' - to pass the constut@ton virtually
as Bismarck had submitted it to the Reichstag for fear fhat
amendments would be put which were unacceptable to Bismarck and
that this would involve the House in protracted and fruitless
discussion and only delay the conclusion of business:

",.,.die Amendements haben meist eine politische Ordnung im
Auge, welche erst in vier und dreiviertel Jahren deutscher
Zukunft lebendig werden soll, einé politische Ordnung, welche
so, wie sie jetzt paktiert worden, nach menschlichem .
Voraussehen nicht tatsichlich wirksam werden kamn." (26)

Freytag had reluctantly come to the conclusion that it was
premature - given the political constellation 27 . %o attempt
to.implemént a fully fledged liberal constitution; that was not
possible under the circumstances. He was.prepared to accept the
constitution, unsatisfactory though it was, as a product of a
specific historical circumstance, relying on developments in the
future to complete the work of liberalising the constitution:

"Nun aber ist der Verfassungsentwurf ein Dokument, welches in
konstitutionellem Sinn gut zu machen unmdglich ist. Sein
Wert und Bedeutung fiir unsere Zukunft sind vielmehr, daf er
die Formulierung geschlossener Vertrige und ein originelles
Produkt mithevoller Kompromisse zwischen souverdnen Staaten...
ist. Durch die Annahme desselben soll vor allem konstatiert
werden, daB eine neue Basis fiir eine einheitliche Entwicklung
deutscher Kraft gewonnen ist." (28) .

In the very nature of things the constitution could be no more than:

n, ,.eine feierliche Formulierung der bis jetzt gewonnen
Resultate, der erste Anfang einer gesetzlichen Griindung
unseres neuen Lebens, aber auch der Anfang und Vermittlung
eines weiteren Fortschritts." (29) :

Freytag emphasised that the 1867 constitution represented a stage
in a much more complex and altogether longer-term .evolution:

"Was uns jetzt in einem Raume vereinigen soll, ist ein

 Notdach, schnell zusammengefligt und nicht auf Dauer
berechnet. Auch was wir jetzt schaffen,...das wird, dessen
bleiben wir uns bewuBt, nur ein Interisticum und
wahrscheinlich eines von kurzer Dauer." (30)

So convinced was he of the purely temporary and provisidonal
nature of the constutitional arrangements - soon to bg@uperceded
by developments in the future - that he grew impatient with



bt s e

e e

349

attempts to mbdify the constitubtion; he spoke scathingly of those
liberals who

"..sdiese Grundlage(i.e. the cénstitution as it stood) weiter
fihren und im Interesse freiheitlicher Entwicklung _
zahlreiche neue kleine Grundsteine hinzubringen wollen. Das
ganze fremdartige Produkt des Jahres 1866 widerstrebt

' solcher Amendation." (31)

Freytag's main hdpe of stimulus to further development of
the constitution lay in the radical changes that he believed
were imminent in the political geography of Germany. War with
France was in the air and in the event of such a war the south
German states. were bound to join the Nor.th.52 The south German
states had developed strong liberal and parliamentary traditions,
especially the state of Baden where Freytag's close friend Karl ;
Mathy was Prime Minister. Freytag was sure that under such %“““"
conditions the south German states would insist on modifications
to the.1867 constitution: '

- M,..die Silidstaaten werden ihre Bedingungen nicht nur
empfangen, auch stellen, und selbst wenn nur ein Friedens- ,
jahr vergonnt sein sollte, wiirde der ndchste Reichstag . i
wahrscheinlich keinen Abschnitt und vielleicht nur wenige :
Artikel finden, welche unveréndert beibehalten werden 5
koénnen.," (33) | P

Freytag thus looked forward to massive revision of the

constitution in the years ahead precipitated by events.

Freytag's attitude to the constitutional debate was in large
measure determined by his perspective of future developments;
in such a scenario hé-attached little importance to the influence
of figures such as Bismarck, believing as he did that the onward
march of history was more powerful than individuals whose
contribution and influence was marginal:

"Es ist sicher, daB in dieser Zeit einer gewaltigen
Revolution...die Stellung Preuflens zum Ausland und zu seinen
Bundesgenossen, . daB auch das Verh&ltnis der preuBischen
Regierung zum Volke groBle Anderungen erfahren wird., ...

Wie die Schlacht bei Sadowa uns den Reichstag notwendig
gemacht hat und den gegenwdrtigen Verfassungsentwurf, so
werdeh neue Erfolge oder Miflerfolge uns neue Programme
unserer Zukunft, andere représentative Versammlungen und im
Dramgeé einer harten Zeit grofiere Rechte der Volksvertretung
geben." (34) '
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The Bismarckian constifution of 1867 was but one small, but
initial and neéessary step in a greater forward movement,
spanning perhaps a decade or so. Little did Freytag dream that
it répresented with minor modifications the maximum of

political power that an elected body was to have in Germany until
after defeat and revolution in 1918. What he believed was the
beginning , turned out to be the end of constitutional
development in Germany for sixty years.

Not on}¥ did Freytag regard Bismarck as a marginal figure in
the broad sweep of histoery, but he also thought that Bismarck
would not survive as Prime Minister for longer than a couple of
years:

"Es gilt, ein paar Jahre gegen die persdnliche Politik zweier
Menschen(i.e. Bismarck and William I ) sich zu behaupten,
und die Forcen derselben ebensowohl fiir Deutschland zu
beniitzen, als ihre fixen Ideen, soweit man sie nicht

brechen kann, mit gutem Anstand zu ertragen." (35)

The Grown Prince would very shortly - as Freytag hoped - become
King of Prussia and that would change everything;36 in the

~interim

"Es gilt also Mittel zu finden, um die ndchste kurze Zukunft
zu passieren.” (%7)

deterministic view of history in which individuals were in the
last analysis unable to stem the tide of history; he regarded
Bismarck as a figure wf transition whose career in politics
was destined to be short-lived.

Freytag decided to relinquish his seat @8 member for Erfurt
after only six months( June 1867); he had come to the conclusion
that he was not cut out to be a politician. He wrote to Duke
Ernst explaining his decision: '

"AuBerdem habe ich in diesen Wochen einen stillen EntschluB

gefaBt, der mir einige Entsagung gekostet hat. Ich gehe zum
ndchsten Reichstag nicht nach Berlin., ... fiihle ich mich

fiir die politische Laufbahn nicht allzu glnstig ausgestattet.

Doch kehre ich in meinen Federtopf zurick, wie Hans

Dudelsack im Mdrchen., Denn ich habe fiir mein Volk eine R
andere Aufgabe zu erfillen. Ich bin in einer Zeity die in
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energischer, aber einseitiger Kraftentfaltung begriffen
ist, einer der wenigen Bewahrer der idealen Habe unseres
VOlkeSc LK N J :

Tn der Politik ist zweifelhaft, was ich leiste und nilitze,
in meinem Fach weiB ich, Damit ist nicht gemeint, daBl ich
mir den Mund zubinden will. Im Gegenteil. Aber ich
entsage der Parlamentskarriere und werde nicht Politiker
von Profession," (38)
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b, Ihe events of the years 1868 to 1870.

The years 1868 to 1870 brought none of the political
changes in the political geography of Germany that Freytag had
so earnestly hoped for;59 indeed, the comparative inertia of
these years produced in Freytag a pattern of reactions that was
to become permanent: boughts of deep despondency at the lack of
progress in the short term alternated with moods of optimism
which were sustained by his rather determinist philosophy of
historical progress. On the one hand he was exhiléwrated by the
progress that biad already been made towards bringing the German
states together, developments which, he felt, had created a
momentum 40 of its own that made further progress inevitable.

"Es ist eine -sehr tréstliche Uberzeugung, daB das Zusammen-
wachsen der Nord- und Siidstaaten zu staatlicher Einheit
doch' unaufhaltsam vor sich gehe und doch nur eine Frage
der Zeit sei." (41)

On the other hand he was deeply disturbed at the way Bismarck
was concentrating so much: power in his own hands, power whiih
seemed to be directed &b one end only, that of enabling him to
resist pressure for constitutional change:

"Dort(Berlin) tritt iibrigens jetzt ein, was seit vorigem
Winter(1867) vorauszusehen war: die Aufldsung der alten 3
preuBischen Staatsmaschine und die Konzentration

ungeheurer Macht in Bismarcks Hand f1568t Besorgnisse ein,"(42)

_ The liberal struggle for changes in the constitution to
extend the powers of the Reichstag in the years 1868 to 1870 was
a failure; Bismarck successfully resisted, by fair means and foul,
all attempts to curtail his own executive powers.43 Freytag was
not at all optimistic about prbspects for modifying the
constitution as long as Bismarck was Bundes]:caunzle:c'.MIL A
suggestion by Stosch that Freytag use his position as a
Jjournalist to initiate a cémpaign agitating for the establishment
of a 'Reichsministerium'( a cabinet ) to replace Bismarck's
one-man. rmle 45 met with a sceptical response from Fre&tag,
although he fully agreed with the desirability of the proposal:

"Wahrscheinlich wird das Resultat der Agitation, welche
Bismarck mit tiefer Entrlistung betrachten muB, das sein,daB
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"etwas neues Provisorisches mnd;Ungenugendes erfunden wird.
-Er-wird nie gleichberechtigte Kollegen im Bund: neben sich
ertragen; aber er wird sich herbeilassen, Rite mit weiteren
Befugnlssen undi einer gewissen Selbsténdigkeit den einzelnen

Branchen vorzusetzen. Damlt werden wir uns besohelden
miissen,.® (46)

Such: a campaign would, however, be dlfflcult-in view of Bismarck's
enormous prestige: o

"Man kann in diesen Dingen nur mit’ Erfolg agitieren,
Uberzeugen: und: dréngen, wenn man an zahlreichen Beispielen:
und an jedem eirnzelnen. Fall die Notwendigkeit der Anderung
eindringlich.machen kann. Zuerst ist die ‘allgemeine An51cht
daB Bismarck, wie er auch wirtschafte, immer noch weit
-besser sei als seine ideenlosen und verkommenen Kollegen,
und daB er, wie er auch sei, bei dem Werk nicht entbehrt
werden kénne. Es wird also’ der neue Gedanke sich nur Bahn
brechen, wenn wiederholt auf die unertréglichen Ubelstinde
des bisherigen Verfahrens hingewiesen werden kann." (47)

Freytag S assessment of Bismarck's determlnatlon to hold: the
Relchstag at bay -~ at almost any cost - was proved correct by
Blsmarck's characterlstlc handllng of the 1868 Navy Blll. The:
'11berals had: promised their support for the bill, authorlslng
the government to raise money to bulld ships for the Confederate
Navy, on codltlon that Bismarck agreed to an extension pf the

and ordered the navy to be run down.

"Die Arbeiten fiir die Flotte -wurden elngestellt Schiffe
-abgetackelt, mithsam zusammengebrachte Werkstatten geschliossen,
Arbeiter entlassen," (48)

The liherals finally came to heel

"Nach erkannter Gefahr beschlof unsere Partei. elnmutlg, das
drohende Verderben von der Flotte abzuwéenden." (49)

Bismarck had amply demonstratedithat he held the whip-handi. The
11berals came in for a good deal of crltlclsm for allow1ng the
situation to degenerate into such a crisis; Freytag defended
their actlon argulng that such crises were. inevitable in a
situation where the government was completely independent of
parllament.5 Freytag consoled himself with the thought that
Blsmarck S career. would be short-lived
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"Bismarck #st doch nur moglich, in einer Tageszeit, welche
.aus der Nacht in das helle Licht heruberfuhrt." (51)

: Elsewhere he had referred to Bismarck as one of many .

"Schatten aus vergangener Zeit, die. ‘noch in unsere Zeit
ragen" (52) : .

He wag

"Der grofte Spdtling dieser Vegetatlonsperlode, die in
< der Literatur von 1850 ‘bis 1848 reicht." (55)

The theme of. Bismarck as a figure of tran81tien establishedi

h.itself ag a constant under-current in Freytag 8 attitude to
'Bismarck in the 186‘03._Indeedg the whole era was an age of
: tran91tlon and the ‘years aheadj. he. believed .were to be years

that saw great change in the political life of Germany. He
expected the Grown Prince to take over soon’ as Klng of Pruss1a
and: initiate changes 1n the political structure commensurate
with his declared liberal convictions. In the meantime it was
the duty of the Liberal Party to prepare 1tself for government
to assume
"die Herrschaft im Staate." (54)

~In July 1869 it seemed as if the years of waiting were

at last nearly over.}Bismarck relinquished the office of Prime

Minister of Prussia and had been granted a leave of absence

from his duties as Reichskanzler. Freytag took Bismarck's ]
albeit temporary retirement from politics - due to 1llness -
to be the beginning of the end, the long awaited end: of
Bismarck 8 autocratlc and .Jpersonal regime:

"Das war das wichtige Ereignis der vergangenen Woche,
-von dem wir wahrscheinlich einen neuen Abschnitt in der
Entwicklung unseres Staates zu datieren haben." (55)

Freytag's account of the events leading up to Blsmarck'
illness assumes the tone of a political ob1tuary~

"Wir betrachten mit menschlichem Anteil die Erkrankung,
‘und. der Dank welchen ihm die Nation schuldet, mbge, so
wiinschen wir, ein helles Licht auf- die Tage selner
Zuriickgezogenheit werfen," (56)

According to his 1nterpretation of events Soadiag- oo
Bismarck's illness was the consequence of a state of exhaustionl
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brought on by the realisation that he was no longer able to
direct and control all aspects of government policy, that the
constitutional structure that he had created was oo unwieldy
for him to opefate successfully:

"Aber es ist auch nicht unmdéglich, die Ansicht fern zu
halten, daB seine gemiitliche Niedergeschlagenheit durch
eine peinliche immer schwerer lastende Empfindung
vergréfert worden ist, durch die Empfindung, daf fir seine
Natur in der Lage, die er sich selbst geschaffenm nicht
weiter zu kommen ist._Seine ganze Leitung der Geschifte
war das Umbtreiben einer sehr -kiinstlichen Maschine; nur er
verstand S5tift und Schraube in Arbeit zu halten, wenn ihm

einmal ein Teil versagbte oder wider seinen Willen rotierte,

dann muBte der ganze Mechanismus ins Stocken kommen. Schon
im Jahr 1867 wurde das deutlich, aber gern beruhigte sich
der Deutsche durch die Hoffnung, die neue Verfassung des
Bundes sei nur der Anfang fiir eine konsequentere und
einfachere Organisation, Grundlage zu energischem Ausbau.
UnterdeB sind die Reibungen stérker geworden als der
Meister." (57)

Freytag hoped that the crisis would demonstrate the 1nadequacy
of the constitution and make demands for reform morgplausible.

Bismarck's withdrawal was the climax of a series of crises
between the King.and himself; it looked as if Bismarck had |
finally lost the confidence of the King and that he mlght be
dlsmlssed.58 - Freytag assumed that Bismarck's days were
numbered:

"Die Beurlaubung Blsmarcks(Fall Usedom) hat merkwurdlger-
‘weise in Presse und Publikum weit weniger Aufsehen gemacht,
als ich erwartete... 4&uf mich hat die Notiz gewirkt wie
eine Trompete auf ein altes HusarenroBleln." %59)

ILiberation was at hand!

"Wir haben aufgehdrt, Werkzeuge eines blnzelnen\l €.
‘Bismarck) zu sein." (60)

Open opposition to Blsmarck in the years following the
establishment of the Confederatlon had been dlfflcult Bismarck
had made Prussia the dominant power in Germany

",,.hatte durch Verwegenheit, uGliick und wahrhaft groBe

"~ Qualitdten verstanden, sich so mit Ruhm und GréB8e PreuBens
zu identifizieren, daf wer ihn schlug, zugleich dem Staat
‘weh tat. Und doch wurden die Bornes seines Wesens immer
stérender und sein Wesen immer unberechenbarer, Es war
schwer, Offentlich zu sagen: er muf weg! wenn man nicht
"sich selbst oder einen anderen an seine Stelle zu setzen
hatte..." (61)
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Such was the dilemma‘of the Bismarck opposition; yet now the

situation was changing rapidly, Freytag thought that he could

detect the beginnings of a new broader opposition to Bismarck :
reminiscent of the 1860's: : P

‘"Es zieht sich langsam in Preuflen wieder das Gewitter
zusammen, das durch den Sturm von 66 auf einige Jahre
zerstreut war. ...in der Bewegung, die jetzt in Preuflen '
beginnt, vermag auch Bismarck nicht zu helfen. Dafir S
hat er keine Hilfsmittel in sich. Es wird also im Herbst
unliebsames Gez&dnk beginnen., Wir wollen uns dadurch so
wenig als mdglich verstimmen lassen." (62)

The period following the ?indemmlty bill' and the setting-up of
the Confederation is seen by Fréytag as an episode, a temporary
cessation of hostilities, the'confrontation of the early 1860's
was re—emerging as resentment at Bismarck's continued
opp051tion to constitutional change was mounting

"Diese Wirtschaft Bismarcks, das ewige interlmisticum
wird unertriglich..." (63) .

He believed there was widespread discontent at the continued
dominance of the state administration by the rrussian
aristocracy

"Die Unzufriedenheit in den alten Prov1nzen ist sehr grofl.
.Das Adelsregiment wird unertriglich, die Verkehrtheit und
junkerhafte Gewissenslosigkeit der Minister unleidlich."(64)

Freytag was in militant mood : P
"Das aristokratische Famllienregiment muB gebrochen werden."

(65) -
The opposition, he complained, lacked thrust:

"Auch was die Opposition. sagt, ist mir nicht entschieden
© genug. "-(66)

The. battle. lines of the years of constitutional confliot were
being resumed.:

"Der Kampf welcher jetzt auf diesem Gebiet ziemlich

- schwéchlich gegen das preuBische Junkertum entbrennt, wird
noch viele Schlachtfelder haben und die Hohenzollern
werden das Feuer spliren." (67)

Freytag doubted wiether Bismarck would be able to find a way

out of the impasse; his failure to cope wiith the. renewed

opp051tion would quickly aliendte what public support he still

had:

" "Die Miserabilitidten des Systems quetsohen das Volk: B
unaufhdrlich wund. Was wir immer behaupteten, daB 1866
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"nirgend schwerer zu iliberwinden sein werde als in Preufien
‘selbst, das kommt jetzt zum BewuBtsein. Zundchst nur bei
den Fihrern., Und seine immense Popularitét wird noch eine
Weile stiitzen. Aber daB er uns aus diesem Chaos nicht
befreit, scheint mir sicher, Er wird sich sammeln und
noch einen groBen Ruck im Innern geben, und ich besorge,
daB diese Explosion erst unter der ndchsten Regiérung
eintritt.” (68) -

The reference to 'Explosion' is somewhat cryptic, but indiicates
that Freytag expected some major internal crisis, perhaps an
attempt by Bismarck - under the liberal Crown Prince as Kaiser -
to reassert his authority'would precipitate some.upheaval which
he would be unlikely to survive as Reichskanzler. But Bismarck
was not.dismissed either in 1869 or later and Freytag had to
accept that his hopes of a imminent end to the Bismarck regime
wepe-premature.' |

- A major problem for liberals in the late 1860's was the
turning away frbﬁ-apparehti&ldiséféditedmiiberal idéas that
became associated with admiration for Bismarck and his successes
as a statesman; as a German 'patriot'; the notion thaf liberalism
had failed in its attempts tO'bring about national-unity was

"gaining ground, a tendency'that Freytag observed with great

concern:

"Unter dem Zauber groBer Erfolge und staatsminnischer

Klugheit eines Mannes verbreitete sich die geheime Zuversicht,
dafl die hohere Einsicht und der Patriotismus eines Einzelnen
mehr dauernden Wert habe, als die Anl&ufe und

Bestrebungen von zwei Generationen deutscher Patrioten."(69)

He attempted to counter Bismarck's prestige by pointing out that
Bismarck, the Junker, would never have taken heed of the wishes

of the nation if the liberals had not pressed the claims of the
people. He contended that Bismarck had been forced to take account
of the wishes of the nation by the constant pressure the liberals '
had brought to bear abhd, he went on, this would continue to be

the aim of liberal strategy:

"So weit wir richtig verstehen, was der Naﬁion Not tut,
arbeitet er(Bismarck) fiir uns, das heiBt fiir die Zukunft
PreuBens, nicht wir fiir ihn." (70)
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While Fneyﬁaglconceded that Bismarck had played a major role
in the moves thaﬁds German unity in the middle sixties, he
stressed that even the achievements of great men like Bismarck
had their limitations and that it was always necessary for the

whole nation to adapt, evolve and refine such individual

achievements:

. "Es ist wahr, daB alle grofle Reformen im Leben einer Nation,
wenn sie von Tausenden als Bediirfnis erkinnt und geheischt
sind, den Durchgang durch die Seele eines Mannes nehmen,
welcher, die Machtmittel fest in der Hand haltend, den
schwebenden Gedanken geschlossenen Willen zusetzt. Es is%t
auch ganz in der Ordnung, daB solchem Einzelnen, der zur
Tat verdichtet, was vorher Sehnsucht, Wunsch, Bediirfnis war,
der Ruhm und die Verantwortung fiir das Gewordene zufallen.
Aber ebenso wahr ist, daB jeder Tat des Einzelnen auch viel

"Unfertiges und Individuelles, Beschrénktes und Zufédlliges
anhéngt, was wieder nur durch die unabléBigen Korrekturen
beseitigt werden kann, welche die Arbeit vieler, die
angestrengte Tatigkeit der ganzen Nation dazu bringt. Was
der Held allein' erdacht, ob Iuther, Cromwell, Friedrich II,
Napoleon dauert, soweit es den Stempel des Persdnlichen
bewahrt, selten iliber sein eigenes Wirken hinaus, und der
Segen seines Tuns wird spéteren Geschlechtern vielleicht
nur aus den Friichten deutlich, die seine Gegner gewinnen."(71)

With Bismarck's despotic tendencies in mind Freytag recommended
the example of George Washington:

"Es war das GroBte und Dauerhafteste an Washington, daB der
bescheidene Mann nicht unternahm, den neuen Staat
selbstw1llig zu gestalten," (72)

There were signs too that the once solidly liberal middle

‘class was beginning to assimilate certain aristocratic values

and habi’os,73 the most blatant expression of this being the
increasing tendency for prominent members of the. middle class

to seek entry to the ranks of the nobility, thus,.fommally

turning their backs on their mlddle class orlgins. This
demonstrated their signal lack of pride, Freytag thought.‘74
In the same context he denounced plans to resurrect the German .

'1mper1al purple 'die abgestandene Kaigeridee von '48' (& which
'would he believed, only strengthen the arlstocracy and the court

at the expense of the middle class:

"Ein Kaisertum verlangt einen Kaiserhof. An Stelle.einer
‘jetzt bereits schidlichen Bevorzugung des ‘hoffahigen
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“Junkertums wiirde ein vornehmes Werben um eine weit
.schlechtere und abgeneigtere Arlstokratle treten." (76)

It would encourage the formation of a socially d1v151ve and
conservative &lite: :

"So ist dem Fiirsten nicht weniger als dem Staat nachteillg,
wenn er neue Kraft, die er an sich heranziehen mpchte, -
_.dadurch vom Volke lost daB er ihr die Uberlleferungen A
eines bestimmten Standes aneignet." (77)

Despite certain worrying tendencies in the present and. the
reversals and disappointments of the last few years of the
decade, Freytag was .able to detect a. ‘certain . evolution in the
constitutional structure: he. argued that the 1nst1tutlons of
the.. Confederation had taken on. .a . '1ife' independant of thelr
'author, Blsmarck who. was now.. belng gradually rendered
:superfluous by the inherent vital evolution of the very
' 1nst1tutlons he had created:

"Die Erflndung eines einzelnen Mannes (hat) bereits ein
“"{ibermenschliches Leben gewonnen und (ist) ein lebendiges
Stilick unseres Volkstums geworden, dessen Gedeihen undi
Fortbildung nicht mehr von einem Individuum iiberherrscht
werden kann, sondern seine Lebensgesetze sich selbst
gebieterisch fordert. Durch drei Jahre war Graf Bismarck
der Meister, und er hat uns alle gezwungen, als seine
Gesellen an seiner Idee zu arbeiten. Jetzt regt sich in
dem Werk ein eigenes:ILeben, jedes Organ, welches ihm -
nach dem Plan zugefiligt wurde, fordert gebieterisch neue
Organe und”Splelraum zur Tatigkeit. Der Bundesstaat féngt

" an sich durch seine eigenen Konsequenzen weiter zu bilden.
Weder die ihn zuerst: gewollt, noch irgendwelche seiner..
_Anh#nger und Gegner vermdgen dieses gunge Leben 1n der
Hauptsache zu. hindern." (78)

Freytag's bellef in historical progress is here plalnly
documented he reaffirmed his bellef that liberalism was on
the advance:

"Denn trotz aller Schwichen der Liberalen gehort die
' nachste Zukunft doch dem leeralismus." (79)
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o.-Freytag's biography 'Karl Mathx‘ (1869))

In the aftermath of Bismarck's successes in 1866 and '67
the view that llberallsm as a set of ideas and a system of
government were no longer relevant to the situation, had been
. gaining ground, There had been a good deal of heart-searching
among liberals and many had swung round in support of Bismarck
whose populerity was leading to a turning away from liberal o
ideas. Freytag was very much. concerned at the way the German
middle class was reacting to Bismarck's success; middle~class
German liberals were tending to forget their historical mission
to lay. claim to. political power in the state and challenge the
power of the aristocracy. Freytag's ‘biography . of the south
German. pollticlan Karl Mathy .was intended to stem thls process
. of disillusion with liberalism by putting Bismarck's achieve-
ments in the -~ for Freytag correct - perspective of a long
struggle waged by the liberal middle class for a'united Germany.
The book was intended as a corrective to the popular'myth'that
Bismarck had created the North German Confederation almost
single~handed, the new state was, Freytag claimed, intellectually
a creation of German liberalism,

"Die Biographie Mathys...habe ich dazu beniitzt, um den
Deutschen etwas aus der nichsten Vergangénheit in das
Geddcthis zuriickzurufen, was Viele iiber den Ereignissen
von 1866 vergessen zu haben scheinen, Dafl ndmlich nicht
ein Mann und ein Waffengang allein die Grundlage eines
neuen Staates geschaffen, sondern daf Viele in aufreiben-.
dem geistigen Kampf seit zwel Jahrzehnten daran gearbeitet
haben, die Gedahken und die einzelnen Bestimmungen der
Verfassung des neuen Bundes als volkstumllche Forderungen
hinzustellen," (80)

Freytag stressed that 1866 and the new North German state
represented the fulfilment of long-standing liberal demands:

"Aber die Tat der PreuBlen vollbrachte nur der Rat, der
‘Einundfinfzig von Heidelberg 18 Jahre, zum groBen Teil
vorher, begehrt hatte.Vieles Gewaltige, das im Jahr 1866
und den folgenden praktisch lebendig geworden ist, war
bis in Einzelheiten Ausfiihrung der grofen Borderungen,
welche der Silidwesten Deutschlands durch lange: Arbeit der
Volksvertreter formuliert hatte" (81)
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Later in the book Freytag argued that the 1867 Constitution was
not the work of one man, Bismarck - as popular myth had it -~
but the result of ideas propagated'by liberals for over two
decades: .

", ..jene Forderungen des 5. Marz (1849) (sind) in der

"Hauptsache durch die Verfassung des norddeutschen Bundes e
fiir 30 Millionen Deutsche zum Grundsatz des neuen Staates '
erhoben. Die politischen Gedanken, welche darin enthalten

sind, wird niemand das Werk eines Einzelnen nennen wagen,

denn Sie wuchsen zu gleicher Zeit in Tausenden herauf, aber
unvergangllch soll das Andenken der Flhrer bleiben, welche

sie zuerst auf den Weg der praktischen Ausfiihrung gebracht

und aus dem Reich unbestimmter Ideale in die Wirklichkeit
eingefithrt haben.," (82)

Despite Freytag 's. .euphoria.the liberal middle class was not
to be allowed by Bismarck to ing@luence the polltlcal - as opposed
to the economic destiny - of Germany in the ensuing decades. The
tragedy of the German liberal middle class was that, rejecting
revolution as a means of procuring drastic fundamental reform,
and relying on strictly'constitutional means (on the pressure
of public opinion. and on the influence that came from economic
power),they failed to bring about those changes in the political
structure that would have permitted them to determine the political |-
life.of the nation and not juSt participete in a minor supporting
role, as was the case under Bismarck. Freytag too felt the tragedy
of this situation: Karl Mathy, the tireless constitutional liberal
who had struggled and striven for German unity under the banner
of llberallsm, a man who represented for Freytag the alternative

to Blsmarck the bourgeois statesman, was to be deprived of

exerc151ng political power in Bismarck's Germany:

"Wer den tadtigen Mann sah... der komnte sich einer geheimen
Trauer nicht-.entschlagen, Hier war eine deutsche Kraft, in -
den hdrtesten politischen Kimpfen geschult, so sicher, so
groBartig, fiir die hdchsten Angelegenheiten der Nation

~ geschaffen, und dies Lehen verrann in einer Tatigkeit, die’
‘doch nicht volle Befriedigung gab und die das Beste seines
Wesens nicht zu voller Geltung brachte," (83)

The final blow was Blsmarck s refusal to accept the ‘entry to the
North German Confederation submitted on behalf of the south —

German state of Baden by Karl.Mathy, the Prlme Minister.
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"Mathy betrachtet als letzte Pflicht seiner Regierung, den
Eintritt Badens vom Bund zu verlangen. Aber eine stérkere
Macht hinderte das Vollbringen." (84)

Karl Mathy, the bourgeois statesman was intended by Freytag
" as an example to the German middle class:

"Und wenn sie in der Stunde heiterer Ruhe empfinden, daB von
seiner Sicherheit etwas auf sie iibergegangen ist, und wenn
sie in der Stunde der Versuchung eine Festigkeit erkennen,
die der Verkehr mit ihm in sie gelegt, dann mdgen sie sich
fréhlich bewuBt sein, daB sein Bild und.Wesen in ihnen

. fortlebt und aus ihnen iibergeht in ihre Nachfahren." (85)

This was no doubt what freytag hoped would be the effect of his
biography. He made a poinﬁ of emphasising that Mathy was but one
admittedly outstanding example of a middle class politician and
potential statesman. He stood for many: |

",,.dies merkwiirdige Leben (ist) in vieler Beziehung typisch
fiir die politische und soziale Fortbildung unserer Nation seit
1830, " (86) , B .
There were many more Mathys throughout Germany:
"Ungezshlt ist die Fiille von Talenten und Charakteren, welche
.der gute Geist unserer Nation seit den letzten Geschlechtern
verwandt hat, um uns aus der Diirftigkeit, knge und '
Zersplitterung des deutschen Lebens herauszuheben., Ungez8hlt
sind die pflichtvollen Beamten, Geschéftsmdnner, Volkslehrer,
welche in den kleinen Kreisen des viel geteilten i}
Deutschlands ihr weben. aufwandten, zu bewahren, zu regieren f
- und fortzubilden. Aber die stille, dauerhafte liebevolle
Arbeit derer, welche mit ergrauendem Haar unter uns leben,
ist wohl wert, daB wir aie aufsuchen und riihmen, denn was
wir gewonnen haben und noch zu erreichen hoffen, das
beruht auf ihrer geduldigen Tatkraft und ihrer Hingabe an
Pflicht." (87) o

Freytag sought to remind the uverman public of the liberal _
traditions to which they were heirs, he sought to inspire them with
confidence.ih themselves. They should look to the likes of Karl |
Mathy and his qualities of determination, strength of purpose,
energy and confidence. Freytag was thus trying to counteract the
turning away from'liberalism thgﬁ was resulting from admiration'of
Bismarck and his successes(successes_which had seriously shaken the
confidence of the German middle class in itself); Freytag was
seeking to restore that confidence at a time When a proéess of —
re?orientation of values and standards was threatening the
hitherto liberal political culture of the middle class.



363

Vi, }Im_neuen Reich'

a. Freytag and 'Im neuen Reich' (1871 - 78)

Bismarck exploited the defeat of France in the Franco-
Prussian war (1870-71) to unite the south and north German
states and thus to found the second German Empire, William T
of Pruss1a was proclaimed German Emperor in the Hall of .
Mirrors in the palace of Eersallles on 18th January 1871.

The constltutlon of the new German Emplre was essentlally the
same as that of 1867, adapted: to take account of the economic,
commer01al and administrative consequences of +the union.,
Constantin Frantz remarked that the constitution. seemed
concerned exclusively with matters pertaining to trade and.
tarifs etc.ﬂ The political power structure.remained unchanged.:
there were no major constitutional changes. The Relchstag

'_remalned in the words of Hugo Preull,

"ein Parlament ohne Regierung", (2)
with the governor appointed by the’ Emperor; Bismarck was made
formally responslbke to the Relchstag, but he could not be re-
moved by a vote of no-confldence. The leglslatlve powers of
the Relchstag were marginal: members were able to criticise
bllls submitted by the, government they could. amend brlng
pressure to bear on Bismarck, they could even refuse to pass
bills. Agalnst these obstructlve powers Bismarck was able to
mobilise publlc oplnlon in ‘support of his policies (through
his influence of the press), so that a recalcitrant Reichstag
frequently found itself dissolved and members obliged %0
defend their seats agaihst a barrage of propaganda from the
press.

The liberals were anyway more inclined to support
Bismarck than to oppose him, since they believed that progress
would only come from cooperation. They did not wish to be
thought responsible for a second! constitutional conflict.
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They were thus at a considerable disadvantage, since they

- neither wished for outright opposition - which would have

rapidly led to full-scale confrontatlon - nor did they wish

to support Bismarck unreservedly, although there were many in the.
liberal party who thought that this would be the best policy for
the party.

Their debt of gratitude to Bismarck was great: the
establishment of the German Empire represented tne"fuifilment
of what had become the supreme goal of German liberaiism, the
'creation of a powerful German state, Many liberals,'including
Freytag, had believed that. such a state couibdi only be created
after parliamentary institutions had been esbtablished
throughout Germany, which would then allow popularly elected
parliaments to overrule the opposition of the old aristocratic
ruling class to the creation of a unitary German state., The
llberals had failed %o establlsh such parliamentary bodies andi
they had thus failed to create a united Germany. This aim had
been realised, instead, by a Prussian Junker who had achleved the
unification'of'Germany; not by parllamentary votes, but by the

use of diplomacy, state ‘power and armles 1n the fleld.

~ Although the constitution of the German Empire as establlshed
in 1871 brought no advance towards: the liberal ideal of
parllamentary government llberals were generally hopeful that
the desired development would. ensue in good time. They tended
to regard the Emplre as - 1ntellectually at least - a legltlmate
child of German liberalism, so that they were prepared to
register the deficiencies of the constitution for the moment,
conflgent that they would soon have the opportunlty to rectlfy
them, -

Exhilérated by the achievements of the past year, Freytag was
full of hope for the future: '

"Es ist doch eine groBe Freude, durch die Arbeit von zehn
Monaten auf elnmal 50 erhoht zu sein. Trotz parlamentarlschen e
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" und ultramontanem Arger ist ja unserer Nation ein

Gefithl von Kraft und.Gedeihen obenauf, welches wir so

lange nicht, vielleicht nie gehabt haben, Handel, Industrie
Unternehmungslust wie befliigelt.” (4) ' o '

The rapid economic expansion of the 'Grﬁﬂdéfjahre' had
strengthened.the economic powér of the middle class and had also

engendergd a new optimism and confidence that bode well for the
tuture. | o |

It was against this background that Freytag's Leipzig
friend and publisher Hirzel launched & new weekly periodical
apprdpriately_entitled'ilg neven Reich'. Alfred Dove, a close
associaté of Freytag, was to be editor, while Freytag himself
was to be the principal commentator;5 Freytag's hopes for the
future were refﬁected in an introduéﬁory afticle written by

. Dove( we can assume that the two friends had agreed what the

political aims of the perimiical were to be, so that the article
also reflects Freytag's views); he emphasised that it was to be

'ein freisinniges Blatt'.6 The'periodical would be a strong

advocate of liberal constitutional progress; 1871 was, in Dove's |

view(echoing Freytag's sentiments of 1866), but

n,,.ein frohlicher Anfang...nicht...ein feierliches Ende.
Wonl ist die rortbildung unserer Verfassung in *
petriibender Weise erschwert; die Summe der Reibungen, die
su fberwinden sein wird, hat man &0 sehr erhdht, daB fast
ein dauernder Stillstand zu pbefiirchten steht. Da ist es
recht an "der Zeit, im Volke selber die inneren Triebkréfte
des nationalen Geistes anzufachen, denn, wenn es sich

erst in einmiitigem Verlangen suBert, die Regierungen
schwerlich widerstreben werden," (75

The weekly would attempt to mobilise public'opinion to put
préssure on the government, it would press for the introduction
of_parliamentary institutions that would give political power
to the elected representatives of the people. The make-shift
and provisional nature of the 1871 constitution was
criticised: - |

' nMan mdchte bedauern, daB der schwer erforschliche Staats-

man(Bismarck), dem wir die schnelle Verwirklichung unserer
nationalen Wiinsche verdanken, wie er denn immer

verwickelte provisorische Zusténde zu schaffen liebt, weil -

gein eigener erfindsamer yeist sich in ihnen mit Geschick
und fast mit Behagen bewegt, man méchte bedauern, daB er
uns ein neues Provisorium bereitet hat, das unserem .

erregten Leben noch immer keine nahe Ruhe verspricht." (8)
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It was a structure inspired by no more lofty principle than
the preservatlon of Bismarck's personal power by a complex
system of checks and balances:

"Dazu kommt daB die neue Organlsatlon des deutschen
Reiches bls Jjetzt durchaus nach den Bedlirfhissen einer
‘einzelnen tatkridftigen Persénlichkeit zugeschnitten ist,
welche hier gew1nnend und lbersehend, dort gewaltsam
durchgreifend, Alle in persdnlicher Scheu und Abhanglg-
keit. zu blnden weifl, die Kronen durch den Reichstag,
die Volksvertreter durch den Bundesrat im Schach hialt,
"und sich selbst groBté Freiheit fiir Dispositionen nach
dem Bediirfnis der Stunde vorzubehalten versteht." (9)

The constitution thus perpetuated the basic principle of the
1867 constitution, which in Freytag's words, had. enabled
Bismarck to

"den Bundesrat gegen das preuBische Ministerium (zu
stellen), den Reichstag gegen den Bundesrat, seinen
Konig gegen die Flirsten und er miiht sich, eine Gewalt
%uggh die andere zu balancieren, um iiber alle zu: regleren." ;

10, :

. The 1871 'constitution thus invested effective polltlcal power
- as Freytag p01nted out LU almost exclu51vely and

eccentrlcally in the hands of Bismarck, he was, in strlctly
constitutional terms, to use Freytag's phrase
“ein verantwortlicher Tyrann.f_(12)

Freytag was doubtful whether such a curious structure
was at all viable, dependlng as it did, on the ability of one

man:

"Die neue Organlsapblon des heiligen romlschen Reiches

ist ein so seltsam durchldcherter Bau, daB selbst Fiirst
Bismarck nicht auf die ILénge darin hausen kann., Und

kime einmal ein Sturm, so mag das prov1sorlsche Gebiude
zerworfen und zerblasen werden, als wdre es nie gewesen.".

Such a‘-highly personalised. constitutional structure could not '

be: anything but vulnerable in times of crisis:

"Auch das neue Reich bietet durch seine Verfassung noch
‘keine Blirgschaft fiir Kraft und Dauer." (14).

Only a liberal comstitution, Freytag was, 1mply1ng, could

guarantee stable political conditions. Yet, -Bismarck had set
his face against reform of the constltutlon, claiming that to
try and achieve more at the moment would be to endanger what
had already been achieved, '
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Freytag countered:

"Wir brauchten heut nicht wieder ‘dem Erreichbaren das
Winschenswerte' zu opfern, wenn wir nur erst alle die
~gleichen Ziele fiir wiinschenswert hielten. Dahin zu ~
wirken, daflir, wenn es sein muB8, zu k#émpfen, ist eine .
Aufgabe, die sich diese Wochenschrift gestellt und darin

vornehmlich erblickt sie die Berechtigung ihres Daseins."(16)

He rejected Bismarck's theory that constitutional reform, however
desirable, was not possible; to this extent 'Im neuen Reich'
was a journal of moderate opposition to Bismarck.

Bismarck was, however, particularly adept at circumventing
‘the need for constitutional reform by modifying the structure
in some small detail, as, for example, when Roon waseppointed
" Prime Minister of Prussia(December 1872) to rebieve Bismarck
of préééube of work( Bismarck had up till then occupied the
position of Imperial Chancellor and Prime Minister of Prussia).
As Freytag pointed out Bismarck's influence was by no means |
diminished.by this apparent reduction of his congtitutional
power: '

"Die letzte Kabinetsordre iiber den Vorsitz im Staats-
minigsterium ist vielfach so aufgefafit worden, als wenn der
Fiirst Reichskanzler sich von den preuBischen Geschiften
zurlickziehen und unzufrieden bei Seite auf seinen Reichs-
stuhl setzen wollte., Das haben die PreuBen sicher nicht zu
firchten., Er mag sich einmal plétzlich veranlaBt sehen, ganz
von den Geschdften zu scheiden, aus Krankheit, Ermiidung
oder andern iliberméchbtigen personlichen Griinden, aber
solange er im Amte ist, wie es auch heiBe, wird er schon
dafiir sorgen, daB nichts, was ihm bedeutend diinkt und was
irgend in die Kreise seiner Tétigkeit reicht, ohne
Einwirkung fertig gemacht wird." (17) :

Freytag would have preferred

"..sAugsbau der Reichsverfassung undi Verwaltung. ...dieser
Ausbau ist doch der dringendere und auch der, welcher '
gegenwdrtig bessere Aussichten hat, durchgesetzt zu
werden." (18) ' ' '

This was, in Freytag‘s view, an example of Bismarck's gift for

the half—solution, for genial improvisation,19 a gift that he

did not hesitate to describe, in private, as ‘krankhaft'.?o

Bismarck's aim was to retain supreme powef in his own héﬂds, to

defend the prerogatives of his position and, as he claimed, those = -
of the mdnarchjr, against the claims of parliémenﬁ. Bismafck's
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inventive genlus and his fertility of mind were employed in the
cause of frustratlng the asplrations of parllament to more
control of government

"Die Mischung von seltsamen Einf&llen und Leichtsinn,

welche einen léstigen Teufel durch einen groBeren austreibt
und diesen, wenn er widerwdrtig wird, durch einen
neuzitierten, und diese Genugsamkelt welcher immer von
der Hand in den Mund und sich auf kunftlge Einfdlle und.
Inspirationen verldBt, hat bei aller GrdBe der

Intentionen und bei allem Scharfblick etwas so krankhaftes,
daB ich aus der Ferne ohne Kenntnis der Details mich ganz
‘resignieren mufl, einen festen Plan zu erkennen." (21)

The remlts of Blsmarck's totally pragmatic approach, 'seine

Methode, temporire Hindernisse aus dem Wege zu réumeh," (22)

was, in Freytag's view |
...durchaus unpraktisch und eine ungeheure Kiinstelei." (25)

In a letter to Karl von Normann, the Crown Prince's secretary,

Freytag wrote: | |

"Dem alten Roon hdtte ich mehr Klugheit zugetraut als daB
er gich auf solchem verlorenen Posten etablieren wiirde,
eeo Fir mich hat der kiinstliche Apparat und das
komplizierte Intriguenspiel, welches Bismarck fiir seine
unabldBig wechselnden Tage51nteressen aetzt in Bewegung
setzt, etwas Bedngstigendes. Man merkt immer deutlicher

~ die Laune und Willkiir, und zuletzt geht ihm dabei seine
. beste Gabe, der gesunde Menschenverstand; zum Henker." (24)

It was Bismarck's and Germany's misfortune that he was so skilled
at intrigue and manlpulatlon.

"Mir scheint, daB Bismarcks Ungluck und Verhangnls gerade
seine Fruchtbarkelt an Auskunft$mitteln und die damit
verbundene Freude an gewagten und krummen Wegen, an
Uberraschungen und groBen Funden sein wird.

Doch es ist schwer, ein Ende zu finden, wenn man mit diesem
Genius zu zanken beginnt." (25)

While large sections of the German public at the time saw
Bismarck as acting with great single-mindedness and determination,
Freytag's picture was quite different: he saw Bismarck as a
facile and vacillating arch-improvisor, drifting from crisis to
crisis without any clear hdea of where he was going, fully
occupledﬁ with trying to find half-solutions to the problems with
which he was confronted. Freytag saw Blsmarck's approach to
politics as characterisfed by 'Taune' and 'Wlllkur' by 'Leicht-

' sinn' and ‘seltsame Einfélle': all key words in Freytag's
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attempt to come to grips with Bismarck's personality in the
1860's, The image of Bismarck that Freytag had established
then, lived on.

Although such negative elements played an important part in
Freytag's perception of Bismarck's personality, he did try to do
Justice to the more positive dimensions of Bismarck's
character too, ag the iolloWinéTanalysis shows:

"Die Mischung von Leichtsinn und weitblickender

- Schlauheit, von rohem Eigenwillen und elastischer
Biegsamkeit und wie die ungewShnlichen chemischen
Verbindungen in ihm sonst noch zu formulieren sind,
machen fast unmdglich, ohne Wirbel mit ihm dahin zu
fahren. Gliicklicherweise hat er zwei deutsche
Eigenschaften: ein Bediirfnis nach. gemiitlichen
Verh8ltnissen ~ die er sich doch immer wieder zu
ruinieren sucht, - und eine Sentimentalitdt, die
allerdings zuweilen der eines heulenden Wolfes gleicht,
Dennoch ist er im Grunde ein Kind, verzogen, in manchem-
verdorben, aber er ist doch ein Kindskopf., Wo er
miBtraut und argwthnt, was hhm hbi seiner Neigung zu
krimmen Wegen leicht begegnet, wird er kratzblirstig und
widerwédrtig, wo er sich sicher fiihlt, kann er zart und
hingebend sein." (26)

Freytag concluded that Bismarck's success was due, not so much
to his statesmanship, as to his ruthlessness ahd cunning:

"Es klingt wohl l&acherlich, wemn man Bismarck einen _
Dilettanten in der Politik nennt, und doch war er ein ganz
roher Dilettant, als er die Geschidfte iibernahm, und er

ist es in gewissem Sinne hoch. DaB er mehr durchgesetzt
hat, als jeder geschulter Politiker, die ja in PreuBen
diirftig gesét waren, verdankt er seiner Starke und
riucksichtslosen Schlauheit in gegebenen Situationen,

nicht seiner Umsicht und Kenntnis." (27) :

Bismarck was clearly the antithesis of ¥reytag's ideal
statesman in whom a concern for the national intérest,

- moderation, tact, honesty and sobriety were the outstanding
features, as in his friend Xarl Mathy.

Yet Freytag was in a dilemma: although highly critical of
Bismarck's approach -~ which was seen as the comsequence of his
powerful personality - he was unable to_counsel outright

opposition to Bismarck, as in the 1860's, because the

alternabives to Bismarck were either unpalatable or non-existent.
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The only real alternative to Bismarck was the Crown Prlnce, but
for that they would all have to wait for the death of the
Kaiser William I. Untll then, Freytag believed that it was
necessary to support Blsmarck albeit critically, as the lesser.
evil. The state was after all under attack from catholics and
socialists and Bismarck had achieved a great deal for Germany,
in the face of ap9051t10n from influential conservative forces.
His conduct of foreign affairs was unexceptional, indeed, Freytag
was anxious that Bismarck should not vacate the post of foreign
Minister for fear of the. consequences.28 Together with the
magorlty of the Natlonal Liberals ¥reytag supported Bismarck's
anti-catholic measures, 29 though He criticised Bismarck for
unnecessarlly making 'Reichsfeinde' of virtually all catholics
in the prooess 30 Freytag also supported Bismarck's anti-
socialist leglslatlon.51 Ereytag therefore supported the
substance of Blsmarck s pollcles, both at home and abroad his
more fundamental constitutional objections he felt obliged to
suspend in the prevailing conditions. His hopes for radical
liberal change - which he had not abandoned - rested now on the
Crown ‘Prince.

In the meantime the German public had to endure 'die |
Tyrannei und krumme Wege des groBen Despoten...' 52 whose
influence on the political culture of the German middle class was
a cause of great concern to Ereytag

"Die GréBe haben. wir erreloht ‘jetzt werfen die Mlttel

-wodurch sie uns geworden, ihren Schatten iiber unsere

Zukunft, Wir alle werden's noch bezahlen, da8 finer sich
gewdhnt hat, selbstherrlich mit Pquen z0 spielen., In

solcher Zeit gibt es keine andere Hilfe fiir den Staat, als

daB jeder, der berufen ist, in Geschiften und sonstwie auf die
Offentlichkeit zu wirken, in seinem Kreise unermtidlich
arbeite, den Fluch, der an gewagter Tat hangt kleln zu
machen. " (33)

In this context he criticised the liberals for their dependénce on
Bismarck: |

"Betriibend ist mir weiter gewesen zu sehen, wie wenig man in
‘der liberalen Partei liber den groBen Bismarck hinauszusehen _
vermag, wie sehr man sich gewdhnt hat, alles mehr oder E—
. weniger durch seine Gléser zu betrachben, " (34) ' '

He chided them for their lack of initiative, and encouraged them
%o be more active in parliament and not to lose sight of the
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ultimate aim of liberalism, namely, the establishment of

'parllamentary government in Germany'

"BEs wird kein Schade sein, wenn die Majoritat der Liberalen P
fortan weniger darauf vertraut, da8 die Impulse zu Reformen ;
von der Regierung ausgehen, und wenn sie durch gréfiere
Selbsténdigkeit sich und: ihre Fihrer vorbereitet, einmal die
Staatsgeschéfte in feste Hand zu nehmen." (35)

After the summer of 1875 Freytag's Journallstlc activity
waned after the very active beginning in. 1871. In that year he
wrote 37 articles in all on a wide variety of political, cultural,
historical and literary topics. In the following year he wrote
19 articles. of whlch only six were concerned with contemporary

- political issues,.the rest were .of general historical. and

cultural 1nterest. In.1874.the“number_of articles. dropped to 6
of which only.two were political in content. As he became more
pre—occnpied with the need: to complete his ambitious cycle of
novels 'Die Ahnen' - which he hadi started in 1871 - he haé less
time for regular journalism. After 1873 he. only published
political articles when the neédharose, meanwhile his connecfiom

with the weekly became very informal. By the middle 1870's

Gustav Freytag - who:had been the major attraction of the new :
periodical when it had started - was not even a-regular contributor.

Freytag's estrangement from 'Im neuen Reich' was not
51mply because he had less time, he was also deeply unhappy
about the pro-Bismarck line the weekly. had. adopted, whereas it
had started as an organ committed to constitutional reform.-
In 1879 Freytag complained to the publisher Hirzel:

"Das Schicksal des Neuen Reiches geht auch. mlr-im Kopf
"herum. Fuchs hi&tte schon lingst beseitigt werden sollen."(56)

Fuchs prov1ded the Le1p21g weekly with polltlcal reports from

Berlin. As he was also the director of. the government-controlled. .
(i.e. Bismarck controlled) Wolf telegraph agency 37, it was

not surprising that Freytag found his reports excessively pro-
Bismarck. However, since he had virtually left the magazime,; his
only influence on the politics of 'Im neuen Reich‘ was throughi
his personal links with the editor Alf.'red.eDo'v'e'-.aaj
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The magazine appears to have got into,fihancial

@ifficulties in the late 1870's, a development which prompted

Hirzel, the publisher to ask Freytag what he thought of the
future of the magazine. freytag, plainly unhappy at the
political complexion the nagazine had assumed, advised Hirzel to
cease publication;: gt lacked 'Charakter', he claimed, was

'in der letzten Zeit zu sehr Blsmarck'4ol Freytag thus helped to
kill off the magazine with his adv1ce to lezel because it had

_swung round in support of Bismarck:

"Aber das Karnickel(i.e. the magazine) muBte sterben, er
‘kostete mehr, als er einbrachte, und, was eigentlich ’
~entschied, in Leipzig und Umgegend war kein kedakteur zu
finden., Zuletzt stellte sich gar Bismarcksche Bewunderung
ein. Da iiberlegte ich, daB ich in diese Gesellschaft nicht
mehr pafite und als der unsichere Verleger anruf, gab ich
selbst ihm den Sterbebrief." (41)

Freytag gives a rather different version of events in his
memoirs:

"Dove ubernahm noch auf einige Jahre die Leitung der
Zeitschrift 'Im neuen Reich', welche Hirzel fiir unseren

Kreis einrichtete, auch dorthin lieferte ich Beitrige, doch

war ich der Ansicht, daB die Aufgabe, die ich als Tages-
schriftsteller libernommen, geldst sei, Durch fiinfundzwanzig
Jahre hatte igh...unter den Stimmtiihrern der deutschen
Presse gestanden. Was Traum und Sehnsucht meiner Jugend
gewesén war, das war auf den Schlachtfeldern und in den
Kablnetten, durch die Tapferkeit unserer Soldaten und

durch die'GréBSe unserer politischen Fiihrer Wirklichkeit
geworden: ein machtvoller deutscher Staat." (42)-

Here Freybtag gives the distinct impression that he retired

from joﬁrnalism because all that he had fought for in the
columns of the 'Grenzboten'_hadzbeen.xealised; yet, far from
feeling that no more was to be done, Freytag had seen the task
of 'Im neéuen Reich' as promotlng further constltutlonal reform
by initiating informed publlc discussion. He had even hoped that
the influence of ‘Im neuen Relch' might excede that of the
pre-1871"Grenzboten' 43

Why the discrepancy7' Freytag wrote his memoirs in the
1880's at a time when it had become clear that most of what he
had hoped for by way of constitutional development, particularly
the assumptlon Qf state power by the liberals within a system of

-parliamentary government, was not to be realised in his life-
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~time, He was a disappointed man, and yet as he had always

taken the view that pessimism was a destructive force and that

it was the prlme task of the writer to encourage and insplre, ;-mm
he felt compelled to adapt his account to give the. impression '
that he was fully satisfied with the developme'nt.44 In this

réSpect he was like many liberals of the Bismarck era who, in S
retrospect,_saw only the setting-up of a mighty German state

as the fulfilment of their liberal dreams and passed over the

failure to establish liberal political institutions in silence.

The fact that Bismarck is never once mentioned by name in the

memoirs is surely 31gniflcant. Even at the time that the weekly

'Im neuen Reich' had been closed Freytag was thlnklng of

starting a new anti-Bismarck magazine?5such was his satisfaction

with political developments in Bismarckian uermany.
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b. The end of the 'Libe_ral- Era'_

Since 1877 Bismarck had been looking for some way of
splitting the National Liberal party: he hoped that the right-

- wing of the party would then combine with the Conservatives to

produce a new and more amenable, more reliable majority in the
Reichstag to support his policies.46 The strategy which the _
National Liberals had adopted had been to make Bismarck dependent
on the party for support by coQOPerating with him on most matters,
but_reserving.ﬁhe right to withhold support-in order to gain
either modifications in'proposed legislation or, if the issue
were serious enough; to reject the bill'outiof.hand, as with the
anti—socialist biil. The party acted therefore as a'corrective

to government policy by virtue of its essenﬁially pro-government
stance and its indispensability to Bismarck. The party thus
exerted an influence'which, however marginal, Bismarck found
urksome. Other party poiitical combinations would make up more
reliable, less tiresome majorities,-bnt'first, he would have to
split the National Liberals, The rejeétion by the liberals of
Bismarck's anti-socialist 1égislation"e if not in principle, at
least, in the drastic form that Bismarck submitted the bill %o
the Houée - was followed shortly afterwards by the second attempt
within a month on the Kaiser's life(Nobiling 2 Jjunel1878). This
presented Bismarck with the opportunity he had been waiting for:
he;immédiafely ordered the dissolution of parliament and new
eleétions were held.47 Freytag was very bonqerned that the
liberals might suffer at the polls on account of their

failure - in his view mistaken - to support Bismarck's
anti-gocialist measures.48 He feared that this would.lead to

the destruction of the dominant position of the National
Liberals in the'Reichstag,_a poéition that was the basis of their
strategy of 'critical support' of Bismarck:

"Sie(die nationale Partei) hat alle Schwéchen einer grofen

- liberalen Partei, aber auch allen Nutzen und Segen einer
groflen Partei, Wenn sie zerfiele, gibe es keine politische
Partei, welche zugleich deutsch und regierungsfreundlich
wdre und doch den Uberresten von tyrannischen Geliist und
dummdreister Polizeiwillkiir zu widerstehen vermdchte, " (49)
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Reduced. liberal representation would mean unstable majorities
which, by their very nature, would not be able to resist the
government or effectively oppose the government as the National
Liberals had been able to do, Freytag believed: |

‘"Wenn sie aus den neuen Wahlen so geschwicht hervorgeht,
~daB ihr Ubergewicht im Reichstag aufhdrt, so werden wir
zundchst eine schlappe, gefiligige Regilerungswirtschaft

kleiner Fraktionen erhalten." (50)

In the absence of such constraints Ereytag foresaw the government
‘adopting more conservative policies, which, in turn, would.
provdke.avshift_to the left within the opposition:

",..und als unmittelbare Folge éine neue Fortschrittspartei
mit all den Abgeschmacktheiten, welche durch eine biedere
Hochbrust und ein kurzes Geddrm veranlaBt werden." (51)

Freytag”was.completely-at a loss .to understahd what

' Bismarck's intentions were: he appeared - for no apparent reason
other. than political suicide -~ to. be prepared to gamble a safe
parliamentary majority: .

"Es war von Bismarck eine selbstmérderische Torheit, den
Reichstag durch Neuwahlen problematisch zu mschen. ... Es

ist merkwiirdig, daB der alte Junker, welcher in Bismarck
steckt, auf eine bessere konservative Partei, als die
‘nationalliberale trotz ihrer Juristerei ist, zu hoffen

wagt. Jede Schwichyng der liberalen Majoritat ist eine:
Schwdchung des Reichstages, weil die Majoritdten beim
Abstimmen zuf&llig werden, und also eine Schwichung des
Reichskanzlers; Oder hofft er beim allgemeinen Wahlrecht

auf eine Mehrheit adliger Gutsbesitzer und Landréte?

Doch es ist fast unniitz, iliber die unsicheren Gedankenspriinge,
welche seine VerwaltungsmaBregeln charakterisieren,

Glossen zu machen..." %52)

When the results of the elections were known (the National
Liberals had - as Preytag had feared - lost 29 seats, while
the two conservative parties had gained a total of 38 seats),
Freytag was beside himself with anger: = )

"Was uns aber Bismdrckchen vorsetzen wird, das wird schwer
zu verschlucken sein., Ich kann den Zorn iiber diese frevel-~
hafte und perfide Aufldsung nicht loswerden: jetzt hat er
einen Reichstag, bei welchem die Ultramontanen die relativ
herrschende Partei gind, d.h. in demselben Stirkeverh#ltnis
wie in dem friiheren die Nationalliberalen." (53) : o
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, The same year (1878) saw a split of the party over the

question of the introduction of protective tarifs, and thus a
departure from the prihciple'of free trade: Bismgrék had come ’
to favour tarifs as a source of finance for government expenditure :
that was independent of parliamentary scrutiny._Influential L
sections of manufacturing industry and agriculture also favoured:
the.imposition of tarifs;BQ In addition to opening new sources of
fingnéeqfor the government, %hefimposition of tarifs was an issue
that conveniently split the National Iiberals:

"Von allen Parteien fanden sich die Nationalliberalen in der
-8chwierigsten Lage. Sie waren aufgespalten in unbedingte
Freih&éndler, in- Anh#nger eines mdBigen Schutzzolles und
--in die Beflirworter eines Kompromisses." (55)

Although the National Liberals voted againstnthe.legislation,
this. was not.beforem£he.party had.beennsubject to considerable
internal :strife, leading to the departure of a group of fifteen
members - the so-called 'V61lk-SchauB-~H6lder' group - from the
party in order to support Bismarck's bill,”2° A year later - in
1880 ~ the left-wing of the party who had been the target of
Bismarck's attacks, also left the party in order to oppose
Bismarck more vigorously; these were the so~called 'Sezessionistan'.
The National Liberal party never recovered from this'upheaval.57_

But Fréytag seemed unable to grasp the significance of
events: he did: not think that Bismarck would be able to'govern
for long without the sﬁpport of the National Liberal party,
indeed, the break with the party was contributing to a drasbic.
decline in Bismarck's authority:

"Aber der alte Gegner hat sich selbst zum SchlufB des Jahres
(1878) sein Spiel verdorben. Fir seinen Niedergang ist
der neue schutzz8llnerische Einfall wohl entscheidend, Die
Trennung von dem Kern der liberalen Partei ist Jjetzt
erklédrt, und alle Erinnerung an alte GréSe wird nichts -
mehr verfangen; denn in Geldsachen hért die Gemiitlichkeit
auf, Die nationale Partei hat viel Schwiche und Unklugheit
bewiesen; dennoch enth#lt sie einen so grofen Teil der
Intelligenz und auch der politischen Arbeitskraft, daB
ohne ihre Unterstiitzung auf die Lénge nicht mehr die
Geschdfte zu fihren sind," (58)
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Public opinion was turning against Bismarck and his new
'schutzzdllnerische Einfall':22

"Wie mir scheint, ist die 6ffentliche Meinung ihm gegen-
liber auf der Umkehr. Am meisten unter den Herren vom
Landtag und. Reichstag und, was wohl noch bedenklicher
ist, unter den Beamten aller Ministerien." (60)

Freytag hoped that the immense public interest geherated_by the
controversy over the introduction of protective tariffs would

—

" lead to a heightening of political consciousness and, as the

vote in the Reichstag rejecting_Bismarck‘s proposals suggested -
the beginnings of a movement away from Bismarck'towards greater
independence:

"Der gegenwdrtige Kampf um die ZSlle, welche mit einem
unerhdrten Leichtsinn(61) in Szene gesetzt wurde, ist mir
ganz recht. Denn er zwingt fast jedermann, Partei zu
nehmen, und er regt in der Nation nicht nur alle

Interessen des Geldbeutels, sondern was wichtiger ist,

auch eine Teilnahme an den G6ffentlichen Angelegmmhéiben
auf, welche uns aus der Stagndation der letzten Jahre
heraushebt, wenn auch die erste Folge zuvirderst Verwirrung
der Parteien ist. Moglich, daB dem Kanzler gelingt, aus

den Ratlosen eine Majoritét fiir sich zu gewinnen. Aber er
hat eine Bewegung aufgeregt, welche nicht mehr still stehen
und im Volke eine groBere Selbstindigkeit auch ihm
gegeniiber hervorrufen wird." (62) '

The results of the 1881 general election appeared to
confirﬁ.Freytag's view that there was a powerful movement
égainst Bismarck, or at least, away from him., All the parties
that regularly supported Bismarck lost heavily, the National
Liberals béing reduced from 98 seats to 45 seats. The pro-
Bismarck parties were in a minority in the new Reichstég; an
unprecedented state of affairs. Freytag was Jjubilant:

"Unterdes gratuliere ich in Gedanken uns zu dem Ausfall der
Wahlen, .Und zwar ernsshaft. ... Sie gind fiir ihn -
(Bismarck), unser Volk und fiir das Ausland ein Symptom,
daBl die Herrschaft des Einen, welcher der Nation sein

.Bild und Geprdge aufgezwungen hat, nicht unbedingt ist
und ihrem fnde naht." (63) . : .

It was the shift to the Left in the Reichstag which Freytag
regarded as a bad thing, that increased the likelihood of
Bismarck's being obliged to relinquish his autocratic style of
government by an obstructive opposition majority. Freytag even
dared to hope that Bismarck might find the situation so
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intolerable as to resign and withdraw from politics altogether:

"Die geistvollen Apercus des alten Junkers Bismarck iiber *
Sozialismus, ZG6lle und Steuern haben nur die Feinde des T
Reichs gestédrkt und den Schwerpunkt des Liberalismus nach o
links, in die unfruchtbare Negation verschoben. Mit .
diesem Reichstag wird wenig zu mehen sein. Ich hoffe, wir
werden den Kanzler jetzt filir.das Innere los, vielleicht —
ganZt L) " (64‘) ) ’

Although he disapprpved of the shift to the Left; he saw this
same shift as a decisive step towards the emancipation of the
German public from the dominant influence of Bismarck: |

"Der beste Erfolg der Wahlen ist der, daB sie eine gewisse
Emanzipation von dem {ibermiéchtigen EinfluB des Kanzlers
auf-die Gemiiter darstellen., Spét und langsam erkennen die
‘Deutschen, daf der Mann, dem sie nach deutscher Art alles
GroBe und: Gute angedichtet haben, nicht alle

Eigenschaften eines Biedermannes besitzt; diese Erkenntnis

- ist leidig, aber sie war sehr ndtig., Denn Seele und _ ’
Leben einer Nation diirfen nicht lange von dem Gemiit und
Gewissen eines Einzelnen abhéngen und in ihrem wichtigsten
Inhalt durch die selbstherrlichkeit eines Mannes geleitet
werden, Das Volk bezahlt solche Herrschaft zu teuer, wie

grofl auch der Fortschritt sei, den eine ihm bereitet hat.

Die Zeit, wo die GréBe des Einzelnen und die Lebens-
bediirfnisse der Nation in feindseligen Kampf kommen, ist

‘nach 350 Jahren wieder einmal bei uns eingetreten. Wir

‘aber erbitten von dem guten Geist unseres Volkes, daB die :
EinbuBle, welche solchem Kampf zu folgen pflegt, nicht L
allzu groB sei," (65) '

The eliéctions of 1881'represanted for Freytag a new phase in the
great historical struggle of the German nation to realise
itself, the nation was once .again asserting itself,

Faced with an opposition majority in the Reichstag Bismarck
had threatened to'resign, a threat which rreybag could not take
seriously: how many times had Bismarck_threatened to resign and
not actually done so: ' h

",..meine Freude am Dasein ist ndcht so gering...wie des
Kanzlers an seinem Amte, dessen melanch@lische
Aufkiindigung sich mit sicherheit voraussetzen liefl, Diese
Theaterstreiche ziehen nicht mehr." (66)

For Freytag it was all just more evidence of Bismarckfs

tendency to play-act and dramatise for his own ends:

",..diese Kiinste haben viel an ihrer Wirkung verloren; man
‘kennt jetzt ziemlich iberall die Mischung von Ldwe, Wolf
und Fuchs, welche in der Seele dieses dramatischen
Charakters vereinigt sgénd." (67) .
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The split caused by the left-wing 'Sezessionisten' when they
left the National Liberal Party in August 1880 was, in Freytag's
view, a major tragedy for German liberalism: '

"...flir uns alle ein Ungliick von unabsehbarer Weite,,..fir
mich das bitterste politische Leid meines TLebens." (68)

He had harsh words for the 'Sezessionisten', there could be no
Justification for their break-away:

"Die Ménner, welche in der Verstimmung des Tages den Wert
ihrer Bundesgenossenschaft zu gering achteten, glichen
hochfahrenden Korpsstudenten, welche sich von ihren alten
Hauptern schreiden. Es gibt flir ihr Verhalten hundert
Entschuldigungen, keine Rechtfertigung." (69)

- As a result the National Liberal parliamentary group was for most

of the 1880's relatively insignificant.7o The fact that the
radical liberals formed by far the.lafger political grouping in
the Reichstag was no recommendation to Freytag, although they
used their position to oppose Bismarck sttematically;'Freytag.

could notlforgive them for having split the National Liberal Party71

nor could he overcome his hatred of radicalism. He remained
loyal to the national liberals which still represented in his

eyes 'die Intelligenz des Beamten- undiBﬁrgertums'72 élthough, as
he complained 'zuweilen im Auftreten schwéchlich'?5 The new '
radical liberals were simply 'dumme Teufel‘74 who weré playing into

‘the hands of the socialists.

The split had reduced the influence of liberalism in the
state:

"Unser parlamentarisches Leben aber ist seitdem fiir
Jahrzehnte verdorben, seine Bedeutung ebenso gemindert, wie
der Regierung der Wert einer Riicksichthahme auf das
liberale Element im Staatsleben," (75)

Freytag was particularly bitter that it was'ohly the catholic
Centre Party that appeared to have survived Bismarck's attacks
intact: |
",..die tyrannische Taktlosigkeit des Kanzlers (hat) die
- Parteiverhdltnisse in Deutschland so verstért,..daB nur das
Zentrum noch eine starke geschlossene Partei darbietet. ...
- 8o hat die Regierung und Bismarck in dem neuen Reichstag
(1890) keine Majoritsat mehr und sie vermag mit dem
keichstag nur zu regieren, wenn sie das Zentrum d.h, die
p8pstliche Partei durch Konzessionen erkauft. Biese
Konfusion erschwert auch die Behandlung deirr sozialen Frage."

(76)
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He concluded sadly that the creation of a unified CGerman state

had been brought about'too'rapidly for the German nation;'German :
liberalism had been unable to digest Bismarck's achievements i
and had not proved equal to the task which his' unification of :
the German states had set it, namely, of transforming a

united Germany under a monarchical constitutional regime into T
a Germany under a liberal pariiamentary system:

"Wir zahlen jetzt unsere BuBSe dafiir, da8 wir durch die:

Energie eines Einzelnen(Bismarck) fast pldtzlich auf eine
Hohe hinaufgehoben wurden, welcher die politische
Schulung unserer Nation nicht gleichkam." (77)

German liberals had been unable, to resist the influence of, and
ultimately defeat the power of one man Bismarck.
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VI¥. 'Im Ring der Gegner'Bismarcks'(1)
a. Stosch and Freytag. : o % _____ _

~Even under the much changed party political conditions of
the 188Q's Freytag remainedhloyal.to the strategy the National A
Liberals had pursued in the 1870's; he believed that there was '
‘little alternative for moderate liberals, like himself, as long
as Bismarck was Chancellor., The liberals ought, in his opinion,
to seek to maximise their periiamentary strength so that they
could once again play the decigive role Freytag believed they
had played in the so-called 'liberal era‘' of the 1870's. The
strategy of ‘'critical support’ precluded active or frequent
opposition to Bismarck which, in view of Blsmarck's popularlty,
ireytag did not regard as practical politics anyway; and he had
-1little time_for the noisy opposition of the Progressives to
Bismarck, although he might have been expected to be
sympathetic to their prihcipled demands for liberal
constitutional reform.2 |

oy

Freytag's fairly fundamental ideological opposition to
Bismarck and the Bismarck system found no expression in party
political termsi Practical politics required that he suppoot
an esgsentially pro-Blsmarck party. His opposition was, in this
respect, to all intents and purposes suspended., Yet, there was
hope of radical change, hope of a revolution from above where
the liberals in the Reichstag had failed: the Crown Frince
would one day become Kaiser and Freytag hoped that he would
initiate a liberal revolution. Such hopes did not appear to
contemporary 1iberal opponents of Bismarck as utopian as history
proved them to be: there was every prospect of major changes in
government when the Crown Prince became Kaiser, just as it was ‘
likely that Bismarck would resign or be dlsmlssed.E- There
existed a not inconsiderable number of prominent liberals and
conservatives, experienced and knowledgeable men, who were
opposed to Bismarck and ready to assume the reins of governmat
office in his place. The alternative to Bismarck ekisted.4 It
was with various members of this largely informal opposibion,
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made up of liberals and conservatives, that Freytag associated,

most closely with such men as Franz von Roggenbach, Karl von
Normann(Private Secretary to the Crown Prince) and Albrecht von ~
Stosch, for many years(1872-1885) the Chief of the Admiralty under ?
Blsmarck.

Albrecht von Stosch, a moderate conservatlve and 1n1t1ally
an admirer of Bismarck, 5 was appointed Chief of the Admiralty
in January 1872 with Bismarck' s full approval. However,
Bismarck was, as ever, quick to suspect collusion between
Stosch and the liberal member of parliament Rickert, who was
navy affairs spokesman in the.budget committee of the
Reichstag( and thus quite naturaliy had a great deal to do with
Stosch)., Bismarck publically denounced Stbsch for alleged
liberalism and linked him with the Crown Prince and the shadow
'Gladstone Cabinet', as Bismarck called it. Bismarck saw in
Stosch a dangerous rival for his own position of Chancellor,
although there is no evidence that Stosch entertained any such
ambitions., Through his friendship with Stosch Freytag was
closelj involved, almost week by week, with the latter's
struggle with Bismarck for political survival.6

)

The conflict between Stosch and Bismarck had smouldered
for some years before Bismarck had the opportunity to lauch

.d1rect attacks on Stosch in ’18'7‘7.'7 Up till then Bismarck had

attempted to dlscredlt Stosch's administration of ‘the navy by
picking on subordlnates, as in the case of Captain Werner who,
as commander of a squadron of vessels in the Mediterranean, had
boarded what had appeared to be a pirate ship.8 As a result

of a vicious press campaign unleashed against him, Werner

was dismissed; Freytag was quite sure that Bismarck had directed
the campaign and that the attack on Werner was really directed
at btosch

", .. Wenn nlcht vieles trugt 50 wurde zwar Kapitén
-Werner getroffen, aber im Slnne lag ein anderer hoherer
Befehlshaberkl.e. Stosch), der gerade jetzt aus der
Fremde, wo er seine Sache besonders gut gemacht hat,
heimkehrt, " (10)
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Freytag had witnessed at first-hand the lengths to which Bismarck
was prepared to go to dispose of opponents.

_ In 1877 Bismarck brought the differences between him and:
Stosch out into the open, he attacked Stosch in a speech to the
Reichstag, accusing him of yielding to liberal pressure and thus
of neglecting his duty to defend the interests of his department
the Admiralty,in sessions of parliamentary committees. Bismarck
declared: | | |

"Ich konnte nicht erwarten, daB die Auboritit oder die
Uberredungsgabe des Herrn Rlchter(l.e. leader of the radical
liberals) um so viel stirker wie die meinige auf die
Marineverwaltung wirken wiirden." (11)

Bismarck presumably hoped that such an_open disavowal of Stosch

?

would oblige him to resign - after all it had worked in other

instances. Freytag was indignant at Bismarck's technique'of
defamation and innuendo, of character assassination, he wrote to
Stosch: '

"Ich bin besorgt wegen Ihrer Affére mit diesem rachsiichtigen
Riesen Asprian und ich vermag nicht von hier abzureisen,
bevor ich diesen politischen Handel ausgetragen weifl...

Wie ein Blitz aus heiterem Himmel traf mich dieser Ausfall
des Kanzlers, der durchaus nicht ruhen kann, bis er sich
totgeschwdtzt hat. ich vermag seine Reden ohne empdrte
Proteste nicht mehr zu lesen, die Frechheit im Umbiegen der
Tatsachen, das Schlottrige und Unsichre seines Geddchtnisses
und die iiberall durchscheinende Gewissenlosigkeit, welche
um augenblicklicher Wirkungen willen die Wahrheit preisgibt,
werden unleidlich. Der Reichstag aber merkt endlich, spdt
genug, wie er als S8ugling betrachtet wird, dem der Brei

um den Mund gestrichen werden mufl, damit er nicht schreie,

' 'Die Affire mit lhnen ist fiir den Kanzler schidlicher, als er

selbst ahnt." (12)
Freytag advised Btosch to stay at his post, not to resign, since
he thought that Bismarck would not last more than a couple of
years:

"...gégen Sie nicht, wenn Sie es irgend vermeiden kbnnen.
Tun Sie nicht ihm den Gefallen, dem Kaiser den Kummer, uns
den Schaden an. &r hat noch zwei Jahre, dann ist er mit dem
Reichstag fertig and wahrscheinlich auch sonst. Uberdauern
Sie ihn trotz seiner Ungebdrdigkeit." (13)

Freytag s advice notwithstanding Stosch requested his resignation,
but Kaiser William I refused to accept it.
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The whole affair highlighted Bismarck's deficiencies: his
complete inability to work together with others, an inability
which left him prey to all sorts of ideas which conceived in a
momentj emerged as firm decisions: a case in point was his'plan
that he should be represented in the Reichstag by Otto zu
Stolberg-Wernigerrode:

"Das neue Projekt wird das schicksal aller seiner
Organisationsversuche haben: es wird etwas Halbes bleiben
und an seiner Unfdhigkeit zu kollegialem Zusammenwirken,
wenn es lberhaupt lebendig wird, in kurzem scheitern. Sie
haben recht, es ist ihm seither alles miBlungen, weil er
sich die guten Mitarbeiter entfremdet hat und in seiner-
Isolierung unter der Herrschaft jdher winfidlle steht; aber
wie er einmal geworden ist, kann er nur durch sich selbst
gestiirzt werden und durch keinen anderen." (14)

Freytag was very sceptical aboubt the success of any attempt to
oust Bismarck from power; Bismarck was too firmly in the saddle
for that, a view that conditioned Freytag's whole attitude to
opposition to Bismarck, encouraging him to bide his time. The
attack on Stosch was, ih Freytag's view, an example of the way
that personal-feelings played a large part in Bismarck's
decisions: Freytag feared that the attack on Stosch had been
provoked by Stosch's favourable mention in the English press:

"Die glorréiche Erwdhnung IThrer Wirksamkeit in den
englischen Zeitungen mag ebenso leicht schaden als niitzen.
Demn der Kanzler ist neidisch auf fremden Rubm," (15)

The sinking in 1878 of the frigate 'Grofler Kurfiirst® off
Folkstone as a result of a collision with another ship in the
same squadron the ‘Koénig Wilhelm' gave Bismarck the opportunity to
strike a blow directly at Stosch as Chief of the Admiralty.
Instructions went out to Bismarck's minions in the press that
the catastrophe was due %o what wag described as the 'Stosch
system‘: ' ‘

",,.man hat seiner Marineleitung die Schuld an dem
Zusammenstofl aufbirden wollen und grofie Zeitungen wurden
nicht miide, sein System als sch&dlich fiir die deutsche
Marine anzuklagen." (16)

ﬁreytag was incensed by the campaign:

"Solange ich in der Schreiberei lebe, ist mir doch eine so
alberne und dabei so erfolgreiche Agitation nicht
vorgekommen als das Geschwdtz lUber IThre Marineleitung.
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"Diesen Unsinn vermag ich nicht lénger zu ertragen, und
ich bin entschlossen, das Ménchsgelibde journalistischer
Enthaltsamkeity das ich vor Jahren abgelegt, zu brechen
und ins Feld zu ziehen." (17)

The official report on the accident published by the
government for public consumption contained, so Ffreytag
maintained in the article he subsequently wrote in defence of
Stosch, 'nur einen liickenhaften Auszug'18 of the procéedings
of the court martial against the captains of the ships
involved in the accident. In support of this contention'Freytag
quoted an instance where the evidence of witnesses who had
testified that the captain of the 'GroSer Kurfiirst® had
manoeuvred the ship'badly, had been'suppressed.- deliberately,
as Freytag went on to suggest: r

"Diese Stelle berechtigt neben einigen anderen zu dem
‘SchluB, daB souverdne Striche einer Feder in der

Denkschrift gekiirzt haben. Und dies schriftstiick, welches

wie beildufig und wie ohne amtliche Autoritsit erschienen,
‘dirfte wohl in einer Weise offiziell sein, wie wenige
gdhnliche Aktenstiicke, und wir diirfen annehmen, daB das
Mitgeteilte Alles enth&lt, was ein maBgebénder Wille von
den Verhandlungen iiber das Ungliick und seine Ursachen fiir
das Publikum bestimmt hat," (19)

The 'maBgebender Wille' was none other than Bismarck who,
Freytag cautiously implied, had manipulated the contents of the
report to discredit Stosch.

In order to try and correct the impression that had been
created by Bismarck-inspired reporting of the affair in the
press 20 Freytag included in his article a spirited account
of Stosch's work in building up the navy. He was saddened by
the conformist pro-Bismarck reaction of some sections of the
liberal press:

"Bs wurde den hartnéckigen Tadlern schwer wérden, sich und

Anderen in Wahrheit deutlich zu machen, worin das falsche
System besteht, welches durch Herrn von Stosch vertreten
wird, Uberhaupt war die Behandlung, welche der Marine-
leitung zu Teid wurde, bei einem Teil der liberalen
Tagespresse zum Verwundern herb und ungerecht, Hat es dem
Herrn von Stosch auch bei liberalen Zeitungen so sehr
geschadet, daB er in der letzten Zeit nicht fiir einen
Glinstling des Plirsten Bismarck galt?" (21)
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The manner in which Bismarck had been able to prevail upon.
'1arge sections of ﬁhe.apparehtly independent liberal press
to attack his political opponents, indicated the extent to
which Bismarck was in a position to mould public opinion on
an unprecedented: scale through his relations with the press.
A conﬁemporary observer commented: |

'"Esfist,wohl keine Ubertreibung, wenn man sagt, die Macht
des Kanzlers. beruhe im wesentlichen auf einer gefiigigen
- Presse, also auf dem Welfenfonds."(22) '

Bismarck_made further attempts to remove Stosch 23,
until_heﬂfinally relinquished his post in-1883;'Freytag wrote
comfortingly.: ' o

- "Der bereits mehrfach erwihnte Kanzler hat die Bosheit,
~die er gegen Sie ermessen, selbst an sich ger#dcht. Seit
der Zeit 'geht ihm &lles schlécht und séin Karren ist so
Verfahrel, "d4R &8 ein Elend und .eine ‘Schande ist. Wenn
wir nur nicht auch darauf séBSen.™ (24)

But Bismarck was not satisfied, since he still regarded: Stosch
~ who had close links with the Crown Prince - as his closest
potential rival for the position of Chancellor, a'dangér that
increased as the years went by and the_possibility of the '
Crown P:ince.beébming Kaiser, became more real. Bismarck was
quite determined to hound Stosch and discredit him completely.
A concerted attack was mouptéd, led by the governmental'daily,
the 'Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung'. Freytag commented:

"Der letzte Angriff Bismarcks ...ist empdrend. Ist sein

- Wortlaut so, wie ich ihn dem hiesigen 'Gothaer Tageblatt'
entnehme, daf Sie n&mlich Thr amtliches Wissen der '
liberalen Opposition zur Disposition gestellt, so enthidlt
er eine schwere Beleidigung, einen Angriff auf Ihre
Amtsehre und: eignet sich zur gerichtlichen Verfolgung,
Jjedenfalls zur Klage gegen die Redaktion der Zeitung. Die
Vorfrage fiir Sie ist nun die: hat der garstige Mann ‘in '
seinem HaB sich verhauen? Das ist wohl mdglich, denn die
Sorge um seine Macht vermag ihn blind zu machen, wie der
rote Lappen den Truthahn, Nur &rgern Sie sich nicht sehr!
Der Eindruck, den seine Angriffe bis jetzt machen, ist
fiir Sie nicht nachteilig, wohl aber fir ihn," (255
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This was rapidly rolloWed by a second attack. Freytag urged
Stosch not to allow himself to be provoked:

"Der zweite Hngriff des bdsen Mannes beweist, daB er Sie
‘reizen will, in der Presse irgéndwie zu antworten, damit
seine Meute Gelegenheit erh#lt, immer wiéder gegen Sie zu
klaffen. Er denkt, etwas bleibt doch hingen. Ihr stolzes
Schweigen ist...das allein Richtige. Nicht nur gegeniiber — —
den hohen Herrschaften (i.e. Crown Prince and wife), auch :

vor 'dem Publikum, welches mit Befremden und MiBbilligung

diese schédlichen Ausbriiche eines h#fBlichen HaBes aufnimmt.

Er schadet dadurch nur sich selbst, nicht Thnen." (26)

——

Hearing of.the fate of another victim of Bismarck's avenging
spirit, M&llern, who was the head of the administration of the
'ReichslanduElsaB—Lothningenl,.Freytag heaved a resigned sigh:

"Und wer hat Mollern gestiirzt und hier wie iiberall die -

- Staatsmaschine locker gemacht? Immer dasselbe, Es wird b s

Zéit;“daﬁ”er'(Bismarck§ zuriickgetreten wird, Aber er ist '
-.-80 groB und dick und klug..." (27)... .
He wam, however,.encouraged.bq signs of. mounting resistance to
Bismarck's methods within .the administration in Berlin:
"Dort wird die Taunenhaftigkeit und Willkiir und der

deprimierende Hochmut am bittersten empfunden,und es

wird schom richtig dein, was mir gestern ein langjahriger
Verehrer des Fiirsten erzdhlte, daB ihn in Berlin nichts B
so betroffen gemacht habe, als die Abneigung und der

Grimm der Ministerialbeamten, welche den Kanzler als
grofieanWauwau filir das schédliche Gespenst der preuBischen
Verwaltung halten. Im einzelnen hat er (Bismarck) sicher

gegen diese Herren der Routine recht, im ganzen ist

dieser Widerwille eine wohlverdiente Verurteilung." (28)

The civil service had been brutally subordinated to the
governméntal style of one man Bismarck and thus robbed'of its
independence. Freytag'had hoped that, failing the acliievement
of parliamentary government under Bismarck

"..o.wir gind noch sehr weit von dem sogenannten
parlamentabischen Regiment..." (29)

some form of compromise could have been evolved: in which the
civil servants in charge of various government departments
could have been made subject to control by_the Reiéﬁstag.
Even this arrangement - which would have made it much more
difficult for Bismarck to 'hire and fire' whoever he wighed -
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had been frustrated by Bismarck, and even if it were to be
implemented, the idea of control would have been illusory,
since the creation of a golidly pro-Bismarck administration.
Freytag commented:

"Die gliickliche Mischung: tilichtige, sachverstédndige

Beamte als Regierende und ein patriotischer Reichstag.

als Kontrollinstanz h&tten uns noch' lange befriedigt und. —
den politischen Forderungen der Nation geniigt, wenn

nicht ein Gewisser (Bismarck) durch sein tyrannisches und
launenhaftes Dreinfahren das hohere Beamtentum vollsténdig
desorganisiert und in seiner Geltung vermindert hiétte."(30)

The disarray that resulted was extremely harmfuli for the
administration of the nation: a

", ..die Aufldsung und. Generalkonfusion in den héheren
Beamtenkreisen, das Strebertum und die launenhafte
Willkiir in der Staatsregierung (wird) zum gréBten Schaden
fiir die Hohenzollern und: fiir die Nation." (31)

and had given rise to that phenomenon of the 188Q's in Germany,
- the careerist, the 'Streber'. Bismarck's destruction of an
independent civil service might yet, Freytag mused, create a
situation in which. - quité contrary to Bismarck's intentions -
parliament was the only authority left able to check and
control the government: o

"Bismarck ist es, der auf. Umwegen und wider Willen die
Tyrannei des Reichstages und das Majoritétenregiment dem
Volke aufzwingen: wird." (32). -
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b, Freytag and. Kaiser Frederick III.

The Crown Prince had been the focus of the polit;cal | ;——“—
hopes of the liberal anti-Bismarck 0pposition;ever éince:the :
early 1870's; the prospect of his accediing to the imperial
throne seemed. to them to offer the only chance of reforming the T
German state aécérding to enlightened liberal principles;.The '

Crown Prince did. not, howevef,.possess the character that would
have enabled him to fulfil these expectations.Indecisive,
romantic, and.under the influence of his intellectually superior
wife Victoria, he developed a passivity that ill suited him for
the role he had been assigned by the anti~Bismaqu,Frop@e. He
Wasugivenutoquuts of extreme depression, when he would become
ﬁqtally*indifferent to public affairs and shunned. any involvement. =
His weaknesses - which were well known to those close to him - '
dnly'inspired his political associates to intensify their

efforts at influencing him. Stosch, for example, was concerned to
counter what he believed to be the bad influence of the Crown
Prince's wife.53 The Crown Prince was caught in thg.cross-fire

of conflicting attentions. | |

Freytag shared the hopes of the Crown Prince‘s circle,
avare tdo; of his'failings. He expressed: pleasant surprise at
the Crown Prince's application to the task as Regent when he
temporarily took oVer the duties of Kaiser at the time of the
attempts on his father's lige (1878).

"Kurw vor dem Attentat wurde ich nach Berlin zitiert. ...
‘Bel der Gelegenheit fand: ich den Kronprinzen unzufrieden,
gedriickt und keineswegs klar in dem, was er wollte. Um. so
mehr bin ich liberrascht von verschiedenen Beobachtern zu
vernehmen, daf in ihm seit Uberhahme der Geschiéfte eine
vollsténdige Anderung eingetreten sei, und daB er nicht
nur Besomnenheit und eine Festigkeit, die niemand so
gehofft, erweise, sondern auch einen ernsten FleiB und
daB die mit ihm Verhandelnden ihr Erstaunen dariiber nicht
bergen kdénnten. Es wdre sehr zu wiinschen, da8 solche gute
Applikation anhielte und nicht allein auf die gehoberie und
gespanmnte Stimmung zuriickzufiihren sei." (34)

Erey@gg's fears proved to be correct., The Kaiser redovered and.
the Cfown Prince became once more increasingly prey to resignation.
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énd depression,ES-Ereytag feared too that Bismarck would be
able to dominate the Crown Prince when he became Kaiser:

"Ich winsche ja niemandem Bises, am wenigsten .ein Verh#ngnis, °
das vom irdischen Licht scheidet. Aber ich vermag die ’
Ansicht nicht loszuwerden, daB der Kanzler, wenn er den

alten Herrn {iberlebt, ein Verh#ingnis fiir den Nachfolger

zu werden droht. Denn wenn eéin Thronwechsel ihn im Amte —
findet, so ist kein Zweifel,daB er trotz alldem den neuen

Kaiser unterkriegt." (36) :

Some years later Freytag wrote to Duke Ernst:

"Die Hoffnung auf einzelne Ménschen,wird'immer geringer...
Der arme Kronprinz!" (37) ' C

. .The Crown Prince, hope of liberals and:constitutional
conserVatives“alike,Ushowedwhimself“in.later years to be more:
pré-ocdupiediwith the ré@stablishment'of the glory of the German
medieval empiré than with the realisation of liberal ideals. The
Crown Prince was particularly attached to the idea of reviving
the impérial title and the trappings of imperial pomp, something
to which Freytag had always been opposed. The Crown Prince was,
in Freytag's view, promdtihg the influence and interests of the
aristocracy and shoring up the monarchical structure with these
ambitions, This he resented so much that in 1889 - less than a e
year after the Emperor Frederick's'tragic death - he published
'Der Kronprinz und die deutsche Kaiserkrone'.2® The book is
ostensibly an account of Freytag's impressions during his stay
at the headquarters of the Third Army in France of which the

_Crowanrincé was Commander~in-Chief, the substance is an extended

critique of the Crown Prince for his romantic attachment to the :
imperial title and the tendency —.which Freytag saw as closely i
connected - to idealise public figures as heroes. Such hero- '
worship,.Freytag\declared@'waS-a thregt to German liberalisms

"...daB es fir den'gesamten Liberalismus eine politische
Gefahr geworden ist, wollen sie nicht verstehen." (39)

Hé was aggrieved: to see the German middle class ‘indulge in
uncritical adulation. of heroes who were invariably aristocrats;
it encouraged the spread: of unhealthy monarchical attitudes L
within the middle class and strengthened the desire to adopt |
feudal aristdcratiq values.
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Freytag gomplainéd.to Ilse Strakosch:

"Unter den librigen Eingingen...war auch eine-Mitteilung

von D8llinger, dem Kanzler des Maximiliansorden. Anzeige,
dafl die Mitglieder dh, hdchstes -~ bayrisches Dekret — eine
eigene Staatstracht erhalten haben. Dieser Unsinn ist ein
Zeichen der Zeit., Die Befestigung und das Vorherrschen der
monarchischen Stimmungen, die Freude an Représentation und
héfischem Prunk bringen solche Pilze: Ordenswirtschaft,
Adeln, usw., Und man wird.allmdhlich zur entschiedenen
Opposition gegen einen Pomp gedringt, der Niemandem grofle,
sehr Vielen nur niedrige und. kleine Empfindungen gibt." (40)

Hero-worship frequently inflated the arrogance of those admiredi,
but the prime danger, for Freytag, was that it blinded the admirer
taxthe“mogf neggtize-aspeiﬁs.of=the.admired.hero,_precluding
dispa3313§ jgxhndﬁgﬁbgzﬁﬂieﬁtﬁﬁabitsfof thought. He warned:

- ", . wie jede Art von Herzenswarme, birgt diese gemiitvolle
Ergebenheit eine Gefahr, und es bedarf fir den Deutschen
der -Wachsamkeit, damit er in der Hingabe nicht das ehrliche

. ..Urteil verliere." (41)

Freytag was..of the.opinion ..... ... .. L
"daB ‘den Gebielern unseres Staabtes besser gedeihen muB,
Uber solche zu herrschen, welche sich eine selbstindige
Auffassung bewahren, als iiber die, welche Nacken und.
Meinung gefiigig beugen." (42)

In an anglysis of the way in which nations build up a picture

of great public figures, Freytag concluded: that two factors were

particularly influential: the first lay in the German national

character:

"Das deutsche Treugefiihl, die holde Tugend der Germanen,
ist seit der Urzeit bis zur Gegenwart in unverminderter
Stdrke geschéftig die Bilder der héchsten Herren unseres
‘Volkes zu formen." (43)

The second, which was linked to the first, was the ancient
German urge 'zulieben und zu verehren'.44 This was a dangerous
urge: . . ' '

"AuBerdem aber ist in vielen Féllen Jene Sehnsucht des
Herzens iliberméchtig, in der Gestalt wiederzufinden, was
das Gemiit der Zeitgenossen ersehnt." (45) '

While Freytag was prepared to concede . that the public can
sometimes grasp ' '

"...mehr ahnend als verstehend, die Wesenheit besser als die
zerlegende Kritik." (46) '

he believed that sometimes the public could be very wrong:
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"In anderen Fillen ist das wirkliche Leben der GroBen, Jja
auch das Tichtige in ihrem Wirken, in vielem anders o

beschaffen, als die Entferntstehenden sich einbilden," (47) -
The unfriendly public reaction to Freytag's book was, in his —
view, confirmation of his analysis: | - P

"Die treuen Deutschen sind in groBer Zahl nicht zufrieden,

daB ihnen das Idealbild, welches gie sich seit 20 Jahren —
von 'unserem Fritz' gemacht hatten, verstdrt worden ist, '

und sie sind geneigt, den Stérenfried dafiir verantwortlich

zu machen, ... Das ist die deutsche Gefolgstreue, von

der auch in der Schrift die Rede ist." (48) '

There is no reference to Bismarck in the_book; but what Freytag
says of the idealisation of the Crown Prince is also valid in the
case.of@Bismarck;,whose popularity Freytag had already inter-
preted.as.an expfession of the ancient urge 'zu lieben und zu

'verehren'.

The purpose of the book was to make the public more aware
of the dangers of idealising public figures, politicians and
statesmen. The particular figure dealt with in the book was the
CroWn'Prinée,.but.it was the more general tendency that'
concérned Freytag. He was battling against a tendency that was
an outstanding feature of the age: the cu1t of the great
individual, Freytag's view of history dated from the early
decades of the'nineteenth century with its belief in ideal and
material forces, in the importance of the collective as the
motor of historical evolution in which individuals were at
most expressions of underlying developments. Historians of the
second-half of the century - Treitschke forempst among them -
tended to emphasise the'cohtribution of the great historical
figures to development. This view of history seemed to accord
particularly well with the course of German history overshadowed
by figures like ILuther, Frederick the Great and, latterly,
Bismamck. | | |

Freytag did not revise his view of history and continued to.
regard périods of history dominated by such great individuals
as basically undesirable: '

"Auch uns wird nicht erspart werden, wenn die Herrschaft
des alten Herrn(i.e. Kaiser William I) noch lange dauert,
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"alle die Leiden durchzumachen, welche dem Aufschwunge

- folgen, der durch die Tyrannis des einzelmen Mannes
(Bismarck) bewirkt wurde. Wir haben Segen und Fluch solcher
Zeiten in Deutschland bereits frither zweimal gekostet, ——
unter Luther und Friedrich dem GroBSen. Jetzt schaltetb der
dritte, und er ist von Charakter und Gemiit sehr viel -
schlechter, als jene beiden." (49)

He continued to regard. the cult of the individual as incompatible S
with those civic vibtues which he believed to be the hall-mark

of the.true German: independence, pride; uprightnéss. In his

critique of Kaiser Frederiék Freytag was-fighting a belated:

rear-guard. action in defence of the waning influence of the

liberal middle class values that he believed in.

In the ninety-nine days that Kaiser Frederick III was
formally the supreme. power in. the German .Empire none of the
hopes. for political change which had.been placed in him were
realised.: The Kaiser was a dying man. There were consequently
no majorléhanges in goVernment, Bismarck was not dismissed. The
whole'apparatus of the state remained firmly in Bismarck's grasp.
~ The Kaiser had neither the will nor the energy to pursue a
course of action that conflicted with Bismarck's views, while
those: who.would have supported him in a confrontation with P
Bismarck were so few in number that it is unlikely that they
would have made much headway. -

EVen.after the death of Kaiser Frederick”(15th June 1888)
Bismarck continued to fear the influence of'those who had.beén
close to the late Kaiser, he particularly wished to discredit
the reputation,of the late Kaiser's wife, the Kaiserin Victoria.
Two men, a professor at the University of Strasbourg, Geffken,
and an English diplomat, Morier, who both had close links with
the late Kaiser and his circle, became the objects of Bismarck's
attentions. | '

Geffken was responsible for the publication of a.series of
exfpacts from the diary of the Crown Prince Frederick, as he
was at the time of the Franco-Prussian war 50;;,the extracts
dealt with the Crown Prince's attachment to the idea of reviving
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the title and glory of Kaiser and Reich, but also with his
concern and commitment to a .

"freisinnigen Ausbau Deutschlands.® (51) _
. Bismarck suspected;that the publication had been instigated by
Victoria, the late Kaiser's wife, a strong-willed woman of
high liberal principles and, as Bismarck believed, the source
of various conspiracies against him.52 He reacted.immediately
and had Geffken arrested and charged with treason, claiming
that the published extracts were forgeries.

T A

Freytag thought that the extracts were genuine 53 and.
believed that Bismarck knew this too: -

"Ich denke, der Kanzler weil so gut wie andere, daB bei
der Untersuchung gegen Geffken nicht viel herauskommen
wird.," (54) '

It was a useful pretext to attack the Kaiserin:

"Er (Bismarck) hdlt aber diese Veranlassung fiir giinstig,
etwas gegen die Kaiserin und ihre Indiskretionen zu
unternehmen, Und wenn ihm gelénge, fiir solches Eingreifen
Material zu finden, so wiirde .er nicht durch das Gericht,
aber durch Vortrag beim Kaiser gegen sie vorgehen und ihr
das Publizieren aus der Vergangenheit, vielleicht sogar
ihren Aufenthalt in Deutschland zu verleiden bemiiht
gsein." (55)

Freytag and Stosch weré both required to appear in court and.
give evidence in the trial against Geffken 56; Stosch's friend
Roggenbach had his appartment searched and his pépers examineé
in his absence,57'Yet, despite the methods that Bismarck had
employed against Géffken, Freytag was markedly less incensed:
By Bismarck's drastic action against Geffken, as compared with
his reaction: to Bismarck's treatment of Stosch. Perhaps because
he regarded Geffken as guilty: '

"Mir tut leid, daB der alte Groll Bismarcks gegen ihn
(Geffken) das MaB des Versténdigen so gehr {ibertrumpft.
Auch unklug ist es, den armen eitlen Burschen mit solchen
Keulenschlégen zu treffen, denn es wird der billige Sinn
der Deutschen dadurch auf die Seite des Schuldigen
‘hintibergezogen.” (58)

Thus, although mildky critical of Bismarck's wild approach:

"Er (Bismarck) ist wie der Riese Wate mit der Eisenstange
ih unserer alten Heldensage, der immer an einer Kette
gefiihrt werden muBite, weil er schonungslos gegen Freund
und Feind: um sich schlug. Aber den Kanzler h#lt niemand:
an der Kette." (59) ' : '
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he applauded Bismarck's intentions:

"So ist denn Geffken, die arme Motte ins Licht geflogen. .

Dafl er das Tagebuch ohne Wissen der Kaiserin Friedrich r
in Druck gegeben, ist kaum anzunehmen; er hat es mit ihrem

Wissen getan, so kann ihn nur das eine trésten, daf er als

Ritter leidet... Vielleicht finden Sie auch einenZZisammen-

hang zwischen Bismarcks Berserkerzorn gegen den Indis- - RS _
kreten und zwischen der Flugschrift '99TTage'. Offenbar hat
“Bismarck einen Feldzug gegen die englischen Weiberintrigen

fiir ndtig gehalten." %60) - o o

In December 1888 an article in the 'Kﬁlnische-Zeitung',
'ihspirédﬁ.by BiSmarck, accused the english diplomat Morier of
haﬁing”furnishedlthe French with military intelligence -
informationﬂaboutfGermahutroopmmovéménts”mnin 1870. The article
revealed that thisﬂwasmtheureasonhwhy.Bismarck had dqpliﬁéd to
éccépt Morier.as.BritishnambassadormtohBerlin,-as.the Kaiserin
Victoria;hadwwished.§ﬂ Such“publicwaccusations were unprecedented.
Freytag's'reaction was relatively restrained:

"Allzu scharf macht schartig, und zuletzt hat der Kanzler
- den Schaden von diesem Verfolgungsei@ér,".(62) o
Bismarck's charges'against_Mopier were a blunder, in Freytag's
view, but no more. He wrote to Duke Ernst:
- "Zuverl#Big verfolgen Eure Hoheit den Fall Morier mit
- Anteil, Hochstdieselben wissen, daB ich persdnlich fiir
diesen groBen Fuchs der englischen Diplomatie nicht zu
viel {ibrig habe, obgleich er bei der zweiten oder dritten
Flasche ein préchtiger Konrad war., Aber das offizilse
Verfahren gegen ihn, welches ihn unserem Kaiser. griindlich

verleiden soll, ist ein Pehler, weil es auf zu unsicherer
Grundlage zu viel beweisen will," (63)

Proceedings against Geffken were dropped on 4th January 1889
after he had spent three months dn custody, while it was clear
that in the case of Morier Bismarck had overstepped the mark.
Both affairs ended in defeat for Bismarck with public opinion
increasingly unhappy as to his ruthless methods: o

"Diese Niederlagen des Kanzlers werden bewirkeny daB er im
Reichstag durch einige grofie Aktionen sich wieger in die
verminderte Papularitdt hineinlanciert. Er war immer am
meisten Lowe, wemn er eine Dummheit gemacht hatte,.." (64)
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As far as Freytag could observe even admirers of Bismarck were
saddened by his excesses:

"Denn sowéit ich in meiner Einsamkeit merke, ist der : T
Schrecken und die Trauer iiber seine Operationen auch B
unter seinen Verehrern sehr groB." (65)

For once Freytag was fully in agreement with the criticism
levelled at Bismarck by the radical liberal opposition:in the
Reichstag for his conduct: '

"Die wohlverdienten Vorwlirfe, welche die Opposition dem
Kanzlér zuteil werden lieR, méchten wir gern als den
SchluB der ungliicklichen Affaire registrieren." (66)

Freytag s criticism of Bismarck in these two . instances seems to
have lost that undertone of bitterness and .scorn that was
present in earlier years; he now seemed content to record
Bismarck's blunders. and. gloss the legitimate: criticisms. of
others. But he has little indignation of his own to add. These
two. scandals promphed.other. contemporary observers to pass much
more.damning comment on Bismarck's behaviour. Frelherr von

Lo¥ wrote:

"Nachdem die Jagd auf Reichsfeinde der einzige Sport des
Reichskanzlers geworden, strebt er, den Begriff des -
Reichsfeindes mit der Annahme seiner vermeintlichen oder
persdnlichen Gegner zu identifizieren und alle Riicksichtien . - -
auf das Wohl. der Dynastie und des Vaterlandes diesem
Sport zu unterordnen... Die Hdlfte der Nation wird aus
Familienriicksichten in die Reichsacht getan." (67)

while von Schweinitz, German ambassador to Russia, wrote in
his diary: | '

"Wenn es der Vernlchtung eines personllchen Feindes, der
Beseitigung hemmender Einfliisse oder einem hochpolltlschen,
okonomischen oder sozmologlschen Zwecke galt, einer
Staatsaktion oder einer kleinlichen Hofintrigue, immer
war Bismarck bereit, alles in die Schanze zu schlagen.."(68)
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c. Bismarck and. Kaiser William II.

k. feeling was spreading in Germany in 1889 that Bismarck - _;——w—
with his. 'Verfolgungseifer' 69 and his handling of the Samoa. ;
Islands affair /& - was losing his masterful. control. of events;
an article in a Berlin newspaper carried the headline in April B
1889 'Es gelingt nichts mehr;‘ 71, reflecting this mood,
Ereytag,wtoo, felt that Bismarck's. conduct of policy over the
last year had demonstrated. a degree of senility: '

MEs bleibt dem Kanzler und uns nicht erspart, daB der
Kanzler die Schicksale eines alternden Reformators
durchzumachen hat: Verengung des Gesichtskreises,
Tatenunlust und GréBenwahn. Ahnliches ist auch hoher
organisiserten Mannern, Luther und. Friedrich II nicht
erspart worden." (72)

In his différences.of,opinion_with_the young Kaiser
WilliamﬂIIHFreytaé“sided“with the Kaiser;

"In den Differenzpunkten hat. der Kaiser Recht, die Gesetz-

~ -gebung stockt, in den Finanzen und der inneren Verwaltung
ist bei dém Eigensinn und der Launenhaftigkeit des Kanzlemns
Ordnung nicht mehr zu erhalten, in der sozialen Frage ist
der Kanzler entschieden aufsétzig und will dem Kaiser
nicht folgen. Die Konferénz aller zivilisierten Regierungen
liber die soziale Gesetzgebung, die.deutsche Behandlung der
Frage in Staatsrecht hat der Kaiser gegen Bismarck durch-
gesetzt und diesew: sieht sich da, wo er bis jetzt Allein-
herrscher war, zur Seite geschoben und die Taktik des
Jungen Kaisers, ihn gut zu behandeln aber iiber seinen
Kopf. weg zu handeln, wird ihm unertréglich." (73)

Freytag felt sure that the. friction between Bismarck and the
Kaiser, especially over the 'social question', that is to say,

on how best to'contain' the working class, where the Kaiser
appeared determined to act indebendehtly and, if need be, against
‘Bismarck's advice, would lead to Bismarck's removal from the

post of Reichskanz_ﬁl.__e;c','?4 Or Bismarck would resign,. since he was
not capable to sharing power 75; either way his departure was,

in Freytag's view, only a matter of time,

"Gekommen wire die Trennung unter allen Umstiénden,"(76)
Bismafdk's_departure from government would, Freytag féit, have
grave consequences for the conduct of Germany's foreign policy,
as the Kaiser seemed to be so head-strong and lacking in experienCeﬁ
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- "Dagegen wieder ist Bismarck in den auswdrtigen Geschaften:
dem Kaiser an Klugheit, hoher Auffassung und Erfahrung
unendlich uberlegen, und nach dieser Richtung ware seln ,
Abgang von unberechenbaren Folgen." (77) - —e

- Bismarck was, qulte simply:

",,.nach auBen hin...unersetzlich." (78)
Bismarck submitted his resignation and he was formally relieved  '——
of his duties as Reichskanzler on 20th March 1890.

Freytag wrote to Ilse Strakosch : : :
"Dal3- er (Blsmarck) ging, . war im ‘Ganzen doch ein Malheur.“(79)
He sensed a lack of dlrectlon, the firm hand at the helm was
missing:. L S e
"Irre ich” ‘micH, wenn mir vorkommt, als ob schon Jjetzt,
bevor’ Blsmarck seinen Sitz geraumt hat, die Vorboten einer

fuh§erlosen, schwierigen Zukunft durch dle Seelen fliegen."
80 .
Freytag ‘forésaw great social 1nstablllty and. unrest

"Aber {iberall fililen die Mensclien, daB ‘die Sicherheit des
-dlten Staatglebéns zu Ende geht und groBe Erschiitterungen
uns. bevorstehen,” (81).. .. .

Yet, hlS initial concern, anxlety even at the consequences of

Blsmarck s departure 52 seem to have been dispelled within a

few days: in reply to a frlend Dreyfus who regretted Bismarck's P

resignation, Freytag said simply: -
"Dann macht's ein Andrer." (83)

He had come to feel that Bismarck's departure was a necessity:

"Und doch war sein Scheiden aus dem Amte eine Notwendlgkelt
ganz - abgesehen von den Herrschergelusten des Jjungen’
Kaisers.," (84)

While Freytag was certainly aware of the young Kaiser's
inexperience - especielly in the field of foreign policy - this
awareness was matched by a feeling that Bismarck's abilities as
a statesman had been faillng fast. He no longer seemed so
concerned that Germany would suffer without Bismarck at the helm:

"Ob freilich sein Abgang ein groBer Verlust fiir den Staat
werden mag, kann erst die Zukunft zeigen." (85)

Freytag was guardedly optimistic about the future of Germany.
‘He believed that Germany was entering a phase of wide-spread
social disruption. with the growth of the trade unions and the
socialist party (Social Democratic Party) as mass movements,
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but he did not believe that Bismarck with his plans for further
anti-socialist measures would have been able to do more than
postpone the final day of‘reékohing.86=The advance of socialism
and with it the deepening of the crisis in German society was,
in the short-term, inevitable.87 The Kaiser's patent social
reform plans would only exacerbate the crigis:

"Diese (die sozialen Reformpline des Kaisers) werden
verungliicken, wenigstens werden sie die Préteénsionen
der Arbeiter so steigern, daB eine Krisis unvermeidlich
in Kurzem ausbricht." (88) .

Such a crisis was in the long run inevitable, but it would be

a crisis that would contain the seeds of regeneration:
"Einmal gekommen wire sie(die Krisis) doch. Je lénger das
Fieber im Kdrper der Nation gearbeitet hat, desto geringer
wird ihre Widerstandsfahigkeit, Ein offner Ausbruch der

Ssozialen Krarikheit findet uns ';jétZ't“-”ndc‘h“starké noch haben:

wir den Wohlstand, das Landvolk, das Heer, in 20 Jahren
ist uns dies Alles unsicher geworden. .Jetzt vermdgen wir
durch Gesetz, unsere Kraft und unser Blut noch, sie zu
besiegen usw. Nach der Reformation und der Erfindung des
Blucherdrucks kamen der Bauernkrieg und die Wiedert#dufer,
nach Voltaire und Rousseau. kamen die Jakobiner und das
moderne Staatswesen, daB nach einer so plétzlichen und
ungeheuren Entwicklung der produktiven Menschenkraft, wie
wir seit Eisenbahnen und Dampfmaschinen erlebt, auch die
Schatten dieses pldtzlichen Lichtes sich auf uns legen,
ist unvermeidlich.In diesen Schatten aber treiben die
Keimé eines neuen Lebens aus dem Boden der Volkskraft.
Kurz, erst miissen wir uns mit den Sozialisten hauen, dann
nag etwas GroBfies und Gutes aus der Geschichte kommen."(89)

Within such a perspective of developments in Germany, the
question as to whether Bismarck should stay or go, was almost
of no consequence.
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VII&. Bismarck in retirement

. At the time of Bismarck's resignation the sympathy of the
public was overwhelmingly with Bismarck:

"Die Entlassung Bismarcks erscheint immer mehr als ein
Bruch zwischen der alten und negen Zeit und die Sympathien
sind Uberwiegend auf Bismarcks Seite." (1)

This sense that an era was coming to an end and the subséquent
widespread. feeling of insecurity made the German public - so
Freytag observed - all the more conscious of his achievements
for which the public new had an urge to demonstrate its
gratitude:

"Immer noch dauert die tiefe Bewegingynwelche Bismarcks

- Abgang in den Gemiitern verursacht hat, {iberall wollen
die Deutschen ihm ihre Dankbarkeit aussprechen und durch
Festfeiern erweisen." (2)° :

Bismarck's popularity, the beginnings of what was later to
become a regular 'cult', was such that Freytag speculated
whéther Bismarck might not be tempted to return to government
in response to popular demand: '

"Die groBe nationale Menge wird diesen Winter einen Ruf

nach Bismarck. erheben, dem der Kaiser nicht zu wider-
stehen vermag. Die Frage ist, will Bismarck wieder regieren
oder treibt er nur Rachesport? Will er noch einmal in

den Stuhl, so werden ihn Millionen Fiuste hineinheben."(3)

Freytag believed that Bismarck had been singularly
fortunate in that his timely dismissal had spared him, and the
nation the spectacle of a bitter confrontation between Bismarck
and the Reichstag, a confrontation that would have ended in
disreputable defeat for Biasmarck:

"Der Kaiser hat...ihm(Bismarck) den groéBten Dienst
.geleistet, der ihm erwiesen werden konnte, er hat ihn
verhindert, vor dem Reichstage und der Welt im Kampfe

zu erweisen, daB er alt und einseitig geworden ist, und
den Folgen seiner fritheren Taten, auch der grofien,
allméhlich zum Opfer fallen muBte, was jedem historischen
Helden, der sich auslebt, begegnet." (4§ '

Such great popularity as Bismarck enjoyed was'bnly possible
because he had been obliged to step down before any such
confrontation developed:



401

"Aber als Betrachter von Menschenleben vermochte ich eine
stille Bewunderung glitiger Vorsehung nicht abzuwehren. )
Jedem groBen geschichtlichen Leben.wird zuletzt ein traglsches
Schicksal bereitet; durch vieles, was man erlebt und getan :
hat, borniert man 51ch selbst die Unbefangenheit, innere
Frelhelt und GroBe; je langer man sich geltend macht desto
gréfer wird die Macht der widerstrebenden Kriéfte. Auch
Bismarck muBte das erleben,.,f5) Hitte ihn der Kaiser noch "
kutze Zeit im Amte ertragen, er wirde sich an Junkern, '
- Ultramontanen und Sozialisten abgenutzt haben und sein
Scheiden wdre eine dauernde Bitterkeit geworden. Jetzt aber
eee €ine Popularltat und eine Betdtigung der allgemeinen
Dankbarkeit, wie sie nie ein Deutscher gehabt hat." (6)

Bismarck had not been

v, ..durch weithin sichtbare Ereignisse tiberwunden und. als
nicht mehr brauchbar widerlegt worden und er ging ab in
voller Ehre, ohne vernlchtende Niederlage." (7)

Yet,. apparently - as. Freytag.commented. -~ Bismarck did not
appreéiate his good. fortune ‘he. contlnued to wish to exert an
influence on. the course of events: ..

"Bismarck aber, der ‘dieses hohe Gliick, ungebrochen und

bewundert zu enden, gar nicht versteht ist jetzt in

drlngender Gefahr, freiwillig und e1genw1111g die Menschheit
auf seine Schwichen: die Herrschsucht, die zornige Verbissen-
heit gegen Alle, die seinem FEhrgeiz wehe tun, die maBlose
Selbstsucht und den Mangel innrer Vornehmheit aufmerksam b
zu machen, sich in seinen alten Tagen selber klein zu

machen und das groBe Bild, das er fiir die Nachwelt geworden
ist, mit zweifelhaften klelnen Ziigen zu versehen." (8)

It seemed to Freytag that Bismarck's resentment at his dismissal
knew no bounds:

"Bismarck sitzt grollend auf dem Lande und wird ndchstens
unter die Journalisten gehen, un seinem verhaltenen Grimm
Imft zu machen." (9)

Bismarck treated the German public to a long serieg of.

'inside~stories' and 'revelations' about government policy in

an unscrupulous attempt to mobilise public opinion against the -
as he thought - mistaken pollcles of the Kaiser and his government
under his successor Capr1v1,1®‘behav1our which Freytag 1nterpreted
as inspired by Bismarck's fear of being forgotten, of his need

to be in the limelight:

"Der Kanzler fdhrt fort, von sich sprechen zu machen, das

- 18t wohl der letzte Grund seiner Offenbarungen. Er filirchtet,
vergessen zu werden. ,..denn der starke Mann erweist sich
als schwachllch." (11)
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Freytag spoke with contempt of Bismarck's need. to be the centre

‘of public attention:

"Derweilen macht die Politik Sommerferien und wenn der alte
Kanzler nicht fiir die Journalisten freundlich sorgte, A
wdren sie ibel daran. Aber sein Geschwdtz wird eine Ent-
schuldigung fiir die eitle Grofimannssucht der geboremen
Flirsten., Wenn ein solcher Mann von ungewhnlicher Kraft
dem geckenhaften Bediirfnis, tdglich von sich reden zu ;____
- machen, so sehr verfallen konnte..." (12)

Bismarck's actions were, in Freytag's view, motivated overwhelming-

ly by negagiive traits in hisfgharaqter,.could be explained in -
terms of Bismarck's'psycholbgical needs,

Freytagupoéitively fulminated at Bismarck's megalomania,
his obstreperous claims. to. be the founder and creator of the
German Empire, views . that were apparently willingly propagated
by 'friendly' newspapers: ... e e S

"DaB Bismarck jetzt die 'Allg.Ztg." Zim Sprachrohr seiner

Offenbariingen macht, bézeichnét einen Fortschritt seines’
EinfliBes "auf ‘die Présse. utid war eine geschickte Operation
s+ Dem Kaiser aber wird er durch seine Enthiillungen
immer furchtbarer. Als Journalist ist er ein Seitenstiick
zu Gutzkow, es ist auch -ihm unleidlich, wenn ein anderer,
wie z,B, der kleine Moltke, gerihmt und: gefeiert wird,
und. er betrachtet den Ruhm fiir Errichtung des Reiches wie
einen groflen Kdse, der ihm allein gehdrt, wer sich ein .
Stiick abschneidet, ist ein Rauber." (13)

In view of all this Freytag was plainly surprised that Bismarck's

popularity continued undiminished:

"Die Deutschen haben wieder einmal eine ungeheure Bowle
von Liebe und Verehrung gebracht, zu Ehren Bismarcks aus-
getrunken, Mannlein und Frdulein... So muB man zugeben,
daBl Vélker sehr dankbar sein konnen gegen solche, welche
sie unterhalten und noch mehr gegen solche, welche sie
tyrannisiert haben." (14)

The 'Bismarck ¢u1t' was too much for Freytag:

"Nun will ich Thnen das Gest#@ndnis ablegen, daB ich herzlich
‘wiinsche, der 1. April (Bismarck's birthday) wire voriiber
und wir der Lektire von Bismarck auf einige Zeit enthoben.
Es wird des Guten zu viel." (15)

Iponiqally Freytag was invited to become a member of a.Committée
formed to erect a statue to Bismaqu;_he only accepted, he .

explained to Ilse Strakosch, becausé he did not wish his

reservations as regards Bismarck to become known:
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"Gern h&tt ich. 'nein' gesagt, weil ich Denkmdler fiir
Lebende als unpassend betrachte, da ich aber meine.
torichten Landsleute nicht zuriickhalten kann, weil :
die Sache schon zu weit gediehen ist und meine Weigerung "
falsch gedeutet werden kténnte, so gab ich meinen :
‘Namen, aber nicht freuwdig. .,. Ich wollte in dieser
Sache nicht abstechen und nicht als Opponent in die
Offentlichkeit kommen." (16)
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IR. Bismarck and Germany: the problematlc of the nafion and
 the great individual

a. Historical personalities in the 'Bilder’'.

- According to theﬁHegélian view of history all change had.
a meaning.and a purpose, indeed, change was itself.expression
of progress towards the fulfilment of that purpose, a proéress
that was gradual, sometimes. difficult to .identify, but ultimately
inexorable.ﬂwln this great.scheme of things individual historical
personalities.played. a.relatively minor role, they were at most
unconscious instruments of the self-realising 'Weltgeist'. Such
a view..of history with its assumption of progress was generally
acdepted in. Germany in thé'middle of .the nineteenth . century.

was not. dlss1mllar =-.1if more. llmlted = except that for Freytag
the motor force in history was not. the 'Weltgeist', but what he.
cglled}the.liféeforCe,.!Lébenskraft'.onthe nation;? He saw |
German history as the long strugglé of'bhe German ethnic soul
'Volksseele' to achieve ever more perfect expre551on of 1ts own
'nature.a In Freytag s view the Reformation was a reaction of the

'ethnic soul' to the psychological allenablon that resulted from
the restrictions of the medieval church:

"Und doch war es das heiBe Bediirfnis deutscher Natur, sich
im herzlichen Verh&dltnis zu empfinden mit dem Allm#chtigen,
‘unausldschlich wa@ die Sehnsucht, die Liebe Gottes zZu
gewinnen. (4)

Zahllos waren die Schdden der Kirche, gegen Alle erhob sich
‘das verletzte sittliche Gefiihl der Deutschen, aber Kern der
ganzen Bewegung war der Kampf gegen die Gnadenmlttel durch
wélchéedie: Herzensbediirfnisse des deutschen Eolkes so
widerwdrtig verhdhnt wurden.' (5))

The ancient Germanic nature of the Germans asserted itself:

"Bs war dem Staate und der Kirche des Mittelalters hlcht
e%ungen, die alte Elgenwilllgkelt der Germanen zu beugen,"
6
The German character was, as Freytag thought, something essentially

fixed and.unchanglng,7 enshrined: in the ‘'Volksseele'; only the
degree of self-realisation of the essential German character.
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varied, according to hiétorical circumstances. The Reformation
was an historical reassertion by the 'Volksseele' of its
essential nature:

"...tiefer liegen die Quellen dieses michtigen Stromes,.
aus dem Grunde des deutschen Gemiits entspringen sie und
durch geheimnisvollen Zug des Herzens werden sie ang
Licht gefiihrt, um zerstdrend und befruchtend das Leben
der Nation zu gestaltenl" (8) . -

Individual men have but a restricted role.to play, the determinant
of histbrical’progreSS'is the 'Volkskraft':

"Alle groBen Schépfungen der Molkskraft...sind fir uns
nicht mehr die Resultate einzelner Minner, sie sind
- organische Schépfungen eines hSheren Lebens..." (9)

Men: might believe. that they were free to act,.but it was the

'Volkskraft', endowed with the .irresistible.power of a natural

force, -that prescribed the. course of.history. :
"Aber nicht mehr bewiBt, niclit 56 zZweckvoll und verstindig
wie dié Willenskraft des Manries, arbeitel das Leben des
Volkes. Das Freie, Versténdige in der Géschichte vertritt
der Mann, die Volkskraft wirkt unabliBig mit dem dunklen -
Zwange ‘einer Urgewalt and ihre geistigen Bildungen ent-
sprechen zuweilen in ‘auffallender Weise dem Gestaltungs-
prozeB der still schaffenden Naturkraft." (10)

Freytag?s”ideasVon;theurelatmonship between great men and
the nations that brought them forth, the problem of the influence
of the one on the, other, were arrived at as a result of his
study of the Reformé.tic_m_and, more particularly, the career of
Martin Iuther. Here was a man of unbounded energy and determina-
tion, a powerful persbnality who exerted a decisive influence
on the course of German history. Yet Freytag did not consider
Iuther to be the originator of the movement, there were other,
deeper sources: | '

"Aber sieht man n#her zu, 80 sind stillwirkende Krifte
lange geschaftig gewesen..." (11)

The German national 'soul' had stirred, this was the root cause,

not Luther, who was no more than an expression of these stirrings.

Freytag believed that

"sich in der Seele jedes Menschen auch ein Miniaturbild
von der Perstnlichkeit eines Volkes findet," (12)
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The individual was very much

",..ein Reflex des Volkes," (15)
very much a product of ethnic forces. In each individual the
national psyche was inhibited in its expression by the personal
qualities of that individual.

"Jeder Mensch tragt und bildet in seinef: Seele die gelstlge
-Habe des Volkes, jeder be51tzt die Sprache, ein Wissen,
éine Empflndung flir Recht und Sitte, in jedem aber
erscheint dies allgemeine Nationale gefdrbt, eingeengt,
beschrankt durch seine Individualitdt. Die ganze Sprache,
das gesamté sittliche Empfinden reprasentlert nicht das
Individuum, sie stellen sich nur dar, wie ein Akkord in
dem Zusammenklingern der einzelnen verbundenen Tdne, in

der Gesamtheit, dem Volke." (15%)

14

Great historical individuals were accordingly men who crystallized

the striving of the 'Volksseele':.

"Millionen leben so, daB der Inhalt ihres Daseins still
-und unbemerkbar mit dem groBen Strome zusammenrinnt.

Nach allen Richtungen aber entwickeln sich aus der Menge.
bedeutende Persdnlichkeiten, die als Gestaltende groferen .
EinfluB auf das Ganze gewinnen. Zuweilen erhebt sich eine
gewaltige Menschenkraft, welche in groBen Gebieten auf
eine Zeitlang das libermenschliche Leben des Volkes
beherrscht und einer ganzen Zeit das Geprége eines
einzelnen Geistes aufdriickt. Dann wird unserm Auge das
‘gemeinsame Leben, welches auch durch unser Haupt und
unser Herz dahinstrémt, fast so vertraut, wie uns die
Seele eines einzelnen Menschen werden kann dann erscheint
die ganze Kraft des Volkes auf einige Jahre im Dienstedes
Einzelnen, ihm wie einem Herrn gehorchend, Das sindi die..
groflien Perloden in der Bildung eines Volkes." (16)

Great men were nonetheless the tools and instruments of the
all-pervasive ‘'Volkskraft'.

The great historical personality was at one and the same
time the focal point of national striving and its very imperfect
reallser, imperfect because of his restricted individuality.

No one man could encompass within himself the purposes of the

__'Volkskraft' nor fully express its workings over a long permod

of time, the 'Volkskraft' never rested, it was moving cease-
lessly while the individual was necessarlly incapable of
similar continual change, Thus, however profound the influence
of one man might be on the course of a nation's development -
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and Freytag conceded that such great figures did periodically
‘arise in the history of a natlon, in German history, for
example, Luther and Frederick the Great - that ' influence was
only exerted as- long as it was"sanctloned' that is to say,
consonant with the purposes of the 'Volkskraft', When this was
no.longer the_case - as ineVitably happened = contradictions
_arose as the national psyche struggled to free itself from what
had become the cramping influence of the great individual:

"Aber solche Herrschaft einer einzelnen geschlossenen
‘Persdnlichkeit ertrégt der Géist einer Nation nicht lange.
Wie stark eine Kraft, wie groB die Zielpunkte seien,
Leben und Kraft und Bedurfnisse der Nation sind viel-
seitiger. Der ewige Gegensatz zwischen Mann und Volk wird:
..sichtbar." (17) = . . » R

I@ the nation were..to. remaln healthy and vital, such contra-
dlctlons were necessary:

",..die Seele des Volkes bedarf zu ihrem Leben unverelnbare
Gegensédtze, ein unabléBiges Arbeiten nach den verschie-

" densten Richtungen. Vieles, was der Einzelne nicht in
seinem Wesen aufzunehmen vermochte, erhebt sgich zum Streit
gegen ihn, Die Reaktion der Welt beginnt.™" (18)

The national psyche rebels, the great individual is dlscardedr
But his influence lives on as a @acet of the nation's life:

"Zuletzt beschrénkt sich der gelstlge Inhalt des einzelnen
Lebens in seiner Schule, es krystallisiert zu elnem
- einzelnen Bildungselement: des Volkes." (19)

Thus, the nation moves forward, in a series of steps, in the
continuous dialectic between the individual and the nation.

"Vom selchem Standpunkt verliuft das Leben der Nation
in einer unaufhdrlichen Wechselwirkung des Ganzen auf
den Einzelnen und des Mannes auf das Ganze." (20)

The -great men of history were - in Freytag's view - those
men who gave supreme expression to the strivings of the nation
and who reallsed for a time, those strivings. Great men were
therefore essentially democratically charismatic flgures.
Whether men could be regarded as 'great' or not was for Freytag
a question as to whether they had contributed positively to the
progress of the nation towards greater freedom, towards greater
self-~expression of the netionai psyche, Luther was a great man
because he liberated the German nation from the restrictions |
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of a culture alien to its nature;. the figure of Frederick the

Great presented more of a problem, since in Freytag's eyes

he was very much a tyrant, and this was difficult to reconcile
with notions of 'liberation' and 'self—expression'.gq However,
he seems to have believed that the influence.of Frederick had
not hindered the underlying trend of history, the rise of the

German middle class to pre-eminence.
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b, The problem of Bismarck's popularity

BFreytag's interpretation of the forces that lay at the root
of historical development, and of the role of the individual
and his influence on that development, is crucial for an
understanding of his attitude towards Bismarck. As we have
noted, great men were in Freytag's view, thrown up by the life-
force from the midst of the people to represent and express the
desires and the needs of the.national psyche, the 'Volksseele'.
Such great men were, however, individuals and therefore_not |
able to give éxpression to.all facets.of the”strivihgs:of the
'Volksseelef; they were readily.cast aside by the reaction that
ineVitably.setﬂinmto.the.restrictionsuthat the dominant influence
of a.singlepmind.sdught to impose. Freytag's study of history
had convinced hip that all great national heroes are ﬁltimately
rejected, since no one man could éncompass the needs and wishes
of the nation,

Freytag had evolved these theories in the earlier part of
his life as a systematic psychologically based interpretation
.0f the course of German history from the earliest times.23 His
'Bilder aus der deutschén Vergangenheit' written in the 1850's
.ahd 60's before the advent of Bismarck as 'Tron Chancellor' and:
his decisive influence on developments in Germany, reflect the
importance that Freytag attached to the 'Volk', the national
community as opposed to the individual., Even after his experience
of Bismarck Freytag was reluctant to modify his views and
continued to maintain that the nation could not be dominated
for long by one person.24

In his assessment of Bismarck's influence on the German
nation Freytag vacillated between two opposing notions: on the
one hand he stubbornly maintained that Bismarck's despotism
was a mere phase and that the reaction would soon arise,on the
other hand - when the expected reaction failed to maﬁerialise -
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he invoked by way of explanation the ancient urge of all Germans
to have great heroes which they can look up to and admire. This
latter line of thought predomlnated in the late 1880's in
Freytag_s attitude to Bismarck.

In the early years of Bismarck's chancellorship Freytag
tended - indeed, his interpretation of history predisposed him
to do - to overrate the strength of any widespread: criticism
or opposition to Bismarck to which Bismarck was in the twenty-
four years of his political career frequently subjected Such
waves of criticism were accordingly usually. taken by Freytag
-as :the emergence .of. that reaction he had. posited. in his
historical writings. That Freytag also.wished to see Bismarck
removed from power,. that he impatiently awaited the take-over
of political power. in .the. German. -Empire by theeLiberals, added
no: doubt .to. hlS .propensity. to see major shifts of opinion
where others saw ripples of dlscontent.25

In 1869, when Bismarck was temporarily relieved. of his
duties, Freytag trumpeted: |

"Wir haben aufgeh6rt, Werkzeuge eines Einzelnen zu se1n."(26)'
Oppos1tlon to Bismarck was, he believed mounting:

"Es zieht sich langsam in Preullen wieder das Gewitter
zusammen, das durch den Sturm von 66 auf einige Jahre
zerstreut war. Die Unzufriedenheit in den alten Provinzen
ist sehr groB. ... Aber in der Bewegung, die jetzt in
Preuflen beginnt, vermag auch Bismarck nicht zu helfén,
Dafiir hat. er keine Hilfsmittel," (27)

He confidently expected Bismarck's popularity to fall away:

"...seine immense Popularitét wird noch: eine Weile stiitzen.
Aber daB er uns aus diesem Chaos nicht befreit, scheint.
mir sicher., Er wird sich sammeln und noch einen Ruck im
Innern geben, und ich besorge, daB diese Explosion erst -
unter der néchsten Regierung elntrltt." (28§

But Bismarck returned to his duties, the storm clouds of
renewed conflict blew over and. Blsmarcklan normallty was
restored. '
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In the critical years 1879 - 1881, which saw the peak of.
popular opposition to Blsmarck with an anti-Bismarck majority

in the Reichstag (1881), Freytag agein believed: and hoped. L

"wir werden den Kanzler Jjetzt fir das Innere los, vielleicht
ganz..." (29)

Bismarck's regime would soon be no more:

",.e€8 ist ein Gliick, daB die Wahlen so ausgefallen sind.
Sie sind fir ihn, unser Volk und fiir das Ausland. ein
Symptom, dafl die Herrschaft des einen, welcher der Nation
sein Bild und Geprige aufgezwungen hat, micht unbedlngt
ist und ihrem Ende naht." (30)

The nation was at last - so Freytag thought - asserting its
own identity against the imposition of Bismarck's influence:

"Der ‘begte Erfolg der Wahlen ist der, daB sie eine gewisse
- Emanzipation von dem ubermachtlgen Elnfluﬁ des Kanzlers
- auf die Gemiiter darstellen.".(31). . '

But Freytag was.to be.disappointed, Bismarck and his regime
endured., Freytag resigned himsel@”to the inevitable:

"Es wird Zeit, daBl er zuruck etreten w1rd Aber er ist so
groff und dick und klmg,.. 32) :

~ When Bismarck finally made his exit Freytag was prompted
to reiterate - not entirely convincingly - his view that

",..je linger man sich geltend macht, desto griBer wird:.
die Macht der widerstrebenden Krédfte. Auch Bismarck muBte
das erleben." (33) -

This was hardly borne out'by Freytag's own observations of
Bismarck's gndiminished popularity. Like the Hegelian dialectic,
Freytag's view of the 'dominant individual' and treaction’

were so general that they fitted almost any situation without
throwing light on cause and effect. Freytag's comparative lack
of intellectual flexibility -~ faced with thﬁ;phenomenon of
Bismarck - was in no small measure due tQ'Fréytag's age. .He

was after all fifty years of age when the Prussian army defeated
the Austrians and. their allies in 1866, hardly an age at which
to embark on a radical revision of one's interpretation of
history. He had conceived and elaborated his philosophy of
history long before the years of Bismarck's hegemony. Consequently
he sought - rather lamely - to fit Bismarck into. his established
scheme,
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Bismarck's popularity always remained something of a |
mystery to Freytag; he was never quite able to grasp and accept
what was a contradiction of what he believed to be the usual
pattern. Freytag found. it impossible to regard Bismarck initially
as anything but a product of a caste dedicated to the main-
tenance of social and political privilege; he did not consider
Bismarck as.a product of the national cultural environment, he-
was, indeed,. a product'of one of the most unfruitful periods
of German history: '

"Das Junge Deutschland, das Junkertum in Seinen eleganten
Typen: Freiligrath, Lenau, Flirst Puckler, Lichnowsky,
nit Freudée am Gewa@ten, ohne feste Grundsdtze, ohne Schule,
abhanglg vorzugsweise von franzosischer Blldung. Der '
groflie Spdtling dieser Vegetationsperiocde, die in der
%;t§ratur von 1830 bis 1848 reicht, schelnt mir Bismarck,"
(34

He was. e e e e .
", ..ein Nachfolger der Schmalen Blldungsschlcht der
touristischen Dilettanten." .(35)-. N
Even. after the“establlshment”ofwtheﬂGerman“Empire, Freytag
refused. to regard Bismarck as the embodiment of the national
striving of the German middle class for a liberal parllamentary
state. In order to get to grips with this phenomenon of
"Blsmarck,s popularity, Freytag had recourse to two assumptions:
first, he believed that the Germans as a race, had. an innate
and very powerful need. to admiré'heroic figures. If the need.
was satisfied, then, as a nation, the Germans were capable of
unbounded loyalty and service:

"Wo die Deutschen aber einmal der Bediirfnisse germanlscher
Natur nachgebend, lieben und vertrauen, dann sind sie
treu . und opferfahlg." (36)

Conversely, if this vital need was frustrated, Germans could.
become very dlfflcult

"Der Deutsche wird ein w1derhaarlger, schwer zu behandelnder
Gesell, sohald: er nicht lieben und verehren kann." (37)

This need. was frequently so strong - and this was Freytag's
second. assumption - that Germans tended in the absence of real
heroes, to ‘create’ heroes in order to satisfy this powerful
need. This Fréytag identified as their tendency to idealise,

a fateful weakness, in Freytag's view, but dne which, he believed,
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was an objedtive psychological reality. It was these two
character traits in the basic German nature that Freytag saw

as the explanation of Bismarck's popularity. Bismarck, the
popular hero, was simply a projection of the needs of the people,
he was their creation. They were unwilling to see him in aﬁy
other light or acknowledge the existence of qualities in him
that did not accord with the current picture of him as a bluff
patriotic statesman, strong-willed and. skilled, ruthless and
determined, but candid.

"Die Deutschen haben sich den Charakter ihres Reichskanzlers
nach den Bediirfnissen ihres Gemiits zugerichtet, sie suchen
nit eifrigem Behagen aus jeder LébensduBerung desselben
gerade das heraus, was ihren Vorstellungen entspricht, ja
sie sind abgeneigt, Worte und Taten bedeutsam zu finden,
welche sich dem volksméBigen Ideal eines eigenwilligen
aber hochsinnigen, éines klugen bis Zur Riicksichtslosigkeit

-.offenherzigen Staatslenkers nicht. .ebenso bequem fiigen."(38)

In. Freytag's view this was a very partial picture of Bismarck's

character: . . _ o TR e
"M6glich, daB. Furst Bismarck in Walirheit nach seinen
Starken und Schwéchen wesentlich anders beschaffen ist,
als der Deutsche ihn jetzt sehen will." (39) -
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c. Bismarck's influence on the evolution of the German character

After 1870 Bismarck's highly personalised system of
government hadlesteblished itself; large sections of public
opinion, including the 'national liberal' middle class,
supported Bismarck as the founder of the Empire and guarantor
of future stability at home and Germany's position as a great
power in the world, The middle class liberals did not wish to
remove.Bismarck from power; they. for the most part thankfully
accepted his enlightened tyranny, renouncing their own ambitions
-to. political power. This was the measure of. the. gradual but
cumulative revolution in political attitudes that Blsmarck'
hold on the German nation was leading .to - a. development that
Freytag.deplored and. which he tried in his. small.way to
correct.4OJBut'slowly and. surely. Bismarck.was moulding the
politlcal consciousness..of .the German people in his own polltlcal
1mage. His influence was analiogous with that of Luther:

"Immer grofler wird: die Elnw1rkung des Einen auf die Vielen,
mé8chtig zieht er die ganze Nation in seine Bahnen, er
wird ihr Held, ihr Vorbild, die ILebenskraft von Mllllonen
erscheint zusammengefaBt in einem Mann., " (41)

In the case of Bismarck, the domlnance was harmful:

"Denn Seele und Leben einer Nation diirfen nicht lange von
dem Gemiit und Gewissen eines Einzelnen abhingen und in
ihrem wichtigsten Inhalt durch die Selbstherrlichkeit
eines Mannes geleitet werden. Das Volk bezahlt solche.
Herrschaft zu teuer, wie grof auch der Fortschritt sei,
den der eine ihm bereitet hat." (42)

The price the German nation would pay for the unification of
Germany under the aegis of Bismarck was their tutelage to a
despot; Freytag feared that the German nation, which was for
him the German middle class, would remain in a state of
immature dependence as a result of Bismarck's regime; he
feared . the demise and extinction of liberal political ambition

",,.sich das héchste irdische Besitztum, den Staat, zu
bilden." (43)

as the middle class adopted the alien feudal values and life
style of the aristocracy.
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Freytag had thought that the 1881 elections were the
beginning of a reversal of this trend

"...eine gewisse Emanzipation von dem Uberméchtigen Einfluf =~
des Kanzlers auf die Gemiiter." (443 : :

but Bismarck's influence was already too powerful, Freytag
warned ) —

"Wir werden noch lange daran zu tragen haben, daB die
politische Kraft der Nation sich durch 14 Jahrzehnt in
einem Mann personifiziert hat, Undi mit dem groBen Gliick
und. Fortschritt dieser Zeit auch den Schaden tragen,

. welche sich an solche Herrschaft eines Einzlnen
heftet." (45)

A further consequence of Bismarck's autocratic style, his
contemptuous treatment of opposition.and”ruthless pefsecution
of opponents had led to a deterioration of political mores in
Germany:

"Da Casar Bismarck so frevelhaft und grob in die Stimmungen
und MaBregeln der Konfliktszeit vor 1866 zuriickplumpt,

ist doch sehr merkwiirdig. Auch uns wird nicht erspart werden,
wenn die Herrschaft des alten Herrn noch lange dauert T
(i.e. WilliamI), alle die Leiden durchzumachen, welche dem
Aufschwunge folgen, der durch die Tyrannis des einzelnen

Mannes bewirkt wurde. Wir haben Segen und. Fluch solcher

Zeiten in Deutschland bereits frilher zweimal gekostet, .

unter Iuther und Friedrich dem Gro8en, Jetzt schaltet der

dritte, und er ist von Charakter und: Gemiit sehr viel

schlechter, als jene beiden. Die HéBlichkeit seines Wesens

drickt sich in der Seele des Volkes ab, und erzeugt mit

einer filirchterlichen Naturnotwendigkeit ein oppositionelles
Gegenbild von entsprechender HéBflichkeit." (46§

In later years Freytag concluded that Bismarck had been
too strong a personality for the German nation with its political
immaturity, to digest. Bismarck had.giVen the Germans a united
fatherland. and established. Germany as a European power, but the
pricé. had been the imposition of his own autocratic regime and
the consequent debilitation of German liberalism:

"Unser Lieidwesen ist klar. Wenn ein willenskriftiger, in

der Wahl seiner Mittel wenig bedenklicher Mann einen

kleinen Herrengeist zwingt, das GréBte zu tun, $o bezahlen

solch unnatiirliches Verhdltnis alle Beteiligten, der _
eigentliche Regent, der Fiirst, das beniitzte und behandelte S
Volk, Die Grdfe haben wir erreicht; jetzt werfen die Mittel,
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wodurch sie uns geworden, ihren Schatten {iber unsere
Zukunft, Wir alle werden's noch bezahlen, daB Einer sich :
gewdhnt hat, selbstherrlich mit Puppen zu spielen." (47) S —

Freytag would have preferred the unification to have been
achieved more gradually, instead of it being 'thrust' on the
German nation by Bismarck: S

"Wir zahlen jetzt unsere BuBe dafiir, daB wir durch die
Lebensbediirfnisse des preuBischen Staates und durch die
Energie eines Einzelnen fast plétzlich auf eine Hohe
hinaufgehoben wurden, welcher die politische Schulung
unserer Nation nicht gleichkam." (48)

As it was, the course of history comld not be changed and the.
price would have to be paid: : o
"...80 muB man zugeben, daB Volker sehr dankbar sein
konnen gegen solche, welche sie unterhalten, und noch mehr
gegen solche, welche sie tyramnisiert. haben." (49)
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. Freytag and. Bismarck: summary.

For most of. Bismarck's political career - especially in
the burbulent years of the-constitutional conflict in |
Prussia - Freytag was highly critical of Bismarck, though he
~was careful to disassociate himself from what he regarded as
the negative(but systematic) opposition to Bismarck that
came from the radical wing of German liberalism, the
Progressive Party. The high-point of Freytag's opposition to
Bismarck were the articles he wrote for the 'Grenzboten' at
the time of the constitutional conflict(1862-66) which are
outstanding examples of_suétained and systematic critique of

Bismarck and his policies, inspired by the unshakeable
" conviction that middle class 1iberalism_repreéentéd the

best elements in the German nation and were -the only political
force that could unite the German nation., At no subsequent
point in his life did Ffeytag achieve such a concentration of
intellectual and moral energy in his opposition to Bismarck.
In later life Freytag adopted a less militant stance, but he
was after'all 55 years of age when the second German Empire was
established in 1871. He was ofie: of the moving spirits in the
moderate liberal opposition of the Crown Prince Frederick
and his circle to Bismarck and he had links with other

liberal and conservative opponents of the'BiSmarck system,
Such'opposition was ndt, howevef, motivated by any intense
hatred of Bismarck or his policies, but more by a feeling

that such moderate liberals were better able to govern Germany
in an enlighténed manner according to the interests of the
national liberal middle class. - -

There are roughly three stages in the evolution of
Freybag's attitude to Bismarck., The first stage is represented
by his unmitigated opposition to Bismarck as Prime Minister of
Prussia from 1862 up to the defeat of Austria in the summer of
1866, The second stage is from the summer of 1866 to the defeat
of France and the setting up of the YEmpire in 1871 and the
third stage is from 1871 to the 1880's. The year 1866 which

—
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brought war between Austria and Prussia, the defeat of Austria
and the establishment of the North German Confederation had a
decisive influence on Freytag's strategy of opposition to
Bismarck since at a stroke the credibility of the liberal
alternative that he was advocating was severely shaken. The
setting-up of the North German Confederation, hailed as a
triumph of Bismarck's diplomacy, was seen as a major step
towards the achievement of German unity. The movement of opinion
in favour of Bismarck and towards support for his policies and
methods which resulted robbed Freytag of the ground-swell
support he had been able to rely on in his opposition to
Bismarck since the early 1860's., With this dramatic change

in public opinion towards Bismarck outright opposition was no
longer feasible. Freytag turned his attention'tdwards combatfing
both as a writer and a journalist the erosion of liberal values
that was linked with Bismarck's successes. After the
disillusionment. of the late 1860's and éarly 1870's with the .
signal lack of progress towards liberal parliamentary government
(Bismarck's position appeared as firm as ever) Freytag shelved
his public opposition to Bismarck, restricting himself to the
private more conspiratorial opposition of the Crown Frince's
circle in the belief that the accession of the Crown Prince

Frederick to the imperial title would mean the end of the Bismarck

system. Periods of more outspoken criticism of Bismarck

tended to coincide with periods when Bismarck's departure from
the political sene seemed. imminent. Thus, although one can speak
pf stages in the development of Freytag's attitude to Bismarck,
it would perhaps be more correct to regard his view of Bismarck
as vacillating considerably within a spectrum of declining
opposition.
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a. Freytag's attitude to Bismarck in the years of the
constitutional conflict (1862-66)

For Freytag the constitutional conflict in Prussia
represented the final phase of the historic clash between the
declining aristocracy and the economically and culbturally
dominant middle class. In this world-historical conflict Bismarck

represented the Junker class, the status quo, the existing political

power structure based on the landed aristocracy and its control of
the army and the civil administration with the monarchy at the:
apex. Freytag believed: that by its refusal to ally itself with
the middle class the Prussian aristocracy had signed its own death
wabrant; it was a class that had forfeited any claim to a place

in modern'capitalist scientific society, it had set its face
against modernity and progress. Bismarck had been summoned - in
freytag's view - to make a final aﬁtémpt to defend the minority
interests of the aristocracy against the legitimate demands of the:
nation as represented in parliament by the liberal and very largely
middle class majority, It was the historic task of the middle
class ~ of this Freytag was convinced - to wrest political power
from the hands of a parasitical aristocracy and establish the

‘national bourgeois state in Gerpany.

- The constitutional conflict was - as Freytag viewed it - the
death-throes of the Junker dominated monarchical system of
go#ernment in Prussia. His efforts as a journalist and. political
activist were bent towards hastening what he regarded as the
inevitable downfall of the 'system' and its replacement by a
liberal system of parliamentary government. As he wrote in the
'Grenzboten’:

"Der Kampf des Abgeordnetenhauses gegen das Ministerium (ist)
gar kein Streit, welcher durch eine einzelne Organisation
beendigt werden kann, In Wirklichkeit steht die Frage in
PreuBlen nur so, ob persdnlicher Wille, ob parlamentarische
Regierung die Geschicke des Landes bestimmen soll." (1)

Freytag's opposition was, in the first instance, opposition to the
'system' that Bismarck was defending; his attacks on Bismarck and

his critique of Bismarck's policies were intended to rouse public
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Opinion to more resolute opposition to the 'systenm’, Freytag did
not just wish to discredit Bismarck anqﬁls pollcies, that was just
one step towards the ultimate goal of removing the whole system:

"Nicht den Grafen Bismarck will sie(i.e. die Opposition)
beseitigen, sondern das System." (2) :

.Attacks on Bismarck were part and parcel of the general onslaught B

on the political system in Prussia.

Freytag's confidence in the ultimate triumph of liberalism
over absolutism led. him to seriously underestimate Bismarck's
more endurlng qualltles, his tenacity, his courage and single-
mindedness. Freytag's picture of Bismarck at this time emphasised |
Bismarck's intellectual agility and resourcefulness which were i
takan to indicate a lack of prlnclple and shallowness. Freytag
saw Bismarck as one of that cultured breed of Junker that
emerged in the 1830's and 40's in Germany of which rrlnce
ruckler—Muskau was the most famous example.3 Bismarck was also
a product of that very unhealthy period of German history and
he displayed all the characteristics that Freytag found most
objectionable in the period: elegance bordering on dandys&m, wit,

¢ —— ey e e

humour, consummate urbanity and refinement, affected cosmopolitain | ... ..

airs, Having first branded Bismarck as a latter-day rrince
Piickler-Muskau, kreytag proceeded to force Bismarck into this
mould: he was, 1ln consequence, seen by Freytag as a dilettante,
recklessly embarking on all sorts of daring experiments, but
completely lacking in application and seriousness of purpose, -
lacking, too, in determination and will-power to see a course of
action through to its conclusion. Given this picture of Bismarck
it is not surprising that ﬁreytag’underestimated the degree to
which Bismarck was prepared to act in defiance of public
'opinion.

Bismarck represented a class and a system of government that
Freytag wished to see swept away, it was, thus, almost
inevitable that he should attack almost any measure that Bismarck
took, His opposition reached its climax just prior to the war
with Austria in 1866: Freytag was convinced that Bismarck would: be
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obliged to yield to public and parliamentary pressure since

he would be in no position to wage a major war without the
".support of parliament and people., The imminence of war made
concessions inevitable, Freytag thought. He was, however,
mistaken in his assessment of the dependencé of the government
on the loyalty of the people, he had always believed that Prussia .. _ -
was virtually ungovernable without the support of the liberals. '

In the event the wér with Austria was waged successfully despite

the fact that parliament refused to grant war credits.
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b. Frézyag's attitude to Bismarck following the defeat of Austria

and the establishment of the North German Cdnfederation.(1866—69%

Freytag gratefully approved of the unification of the
north German states under Prussia in 1866, although he disapproved
of the way the Confederation had been established, namely, as a
result of treaties between Prussia‘and the ofher states - who had
sided with Austria - negotiated by a small number of diplomats
representing essentially dynastic - not national - interests.
Freytag deplored the fact that the populations of the territories
involved were not consulted, Such feelings of gratitude were
short-lived: the 1867 congtitution fell sadly short of what Freytag
as a liberal had hoped for. Bismarck seemed determined as ever %o
prevént progress towards parliamentary government{ Freytag wrote:

"BEs ist iliber Deutschland eine neue Zeit gekommen, neue
Zielpunkte seiner hb&chsten Interessen... Wenige haben so
bewuBt und klar diesen Fortschritt vorausgesehen, und in
gewissem Sinne gewollt, als E.H, Und jetzt da er gekommen
ist, wird die Seele doch seiner nur in einzelnen Stunden
froh," (4) -

Freytag still hoped that, given time, the liberals would be able
to force changes in the system of government, as seemed possible
when Bismarck was temporarily relieved of his duties as
Chancellor in 1869.

However, opposition to Bismarck in the post-1866 years was
psychologically more difficult: Bismarck's political successes
had persuaded many liberals that the only realistic course of
action open to liberals was to support Bismarck for as long as he
seemed willing to work for national unity. Bismarck's readiness
to espouse the cause of national unity, albeit on his own
monarchical, anti-liberal terms, madeeopposition seem obstructive
and unpatriotic. Freytag's objections to Bismarck in the post-
1866 period were not to the handling of German national policy,
with the exception of the Baden question, as had been the case
throughout the years of the constitutional conflict, but to
his autocratic style and: disdainful treatment of parliament, his
resistance to the introduction of liberal institutions.
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Freytag's main concern in the late 1860's was not, however,
to attack Bismarckfe policies; he was more perturbed: at the
demoralising influence of Bismarck's successes on the political
confidence of the liberal middle class. 'The middle class
appeared to have lost faith in its own'ability to realise its
own liberal political-ambitions, a phenomenon that ireytag
observed with great concern. He attempted to counter this
tendency by pointing out - in his biography ‘Karl Mathy' -
that it was not just due to- the efforts of Bismarck that the new
Confederation had been established, On the contrary, it was,
Freytag argued, the pressure exerted by the liberals - as the
prime movers in the cause of German unity - which had. obliged
Bismarck to adopt their policy. Freytag was primarily concerned
to prevent the middle clasg from falling into what he regarded as

_the error of ascribing recent successes solely to the efforts of.

one man Bismarck. The figure of Kerl Mathy represented the
liberal alternative to Bismarck, both as a person, statesman and

" as an ideology. Mathy's warm patriotism, his devotion to ideal
‘values, his steadfastness and honesty, his tireless struggle for

liberal principles contrasted with Bismarck's adventurist and
expedient diplomacy. Bismarck's policy of unification by means of
war was compared with the peaceful liberal alternative of a
voluntary union of states as agreed by elected parliaments,
unhindered. byjthe objections of monarchical bureaucracies and
armies dominated by the aristocracy. ¥reytag continued to

believe #in the feasibility and relevance of this liberal
alternative at a time when many liberals were inclined to dismiss
it as impractical. Bismarck's ‘'Realpolitik' was regarded as the
more likely guarantor of success, since he had the means at his
disposal, whereas the liberals were still in powerless opposition.
'Karl Mathy' was a brave attempt to reStore to the middle class

a confidence in the relevance of liberalism to the creation of

a united Gefmany, a belief that had been badly shaken by Bismarck's
achievements, |
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c. Freytag's attitude to Bismarck after 1871

The establishment of the German Empire ~ the unification
of the north and south German states - represented the fulfilment
of one of the twin aims of German liberalism, the creation of a
united Germany, an aim which Freytag himself had fought for most
of his life as a journalist, writer and political activist.
However,. as with the setting-up of the Confederation in 1866,
Freytag was saddened that the achievement of national unity had
been more the result of the political genius of a Prussian Junker
than due directly to the struggle of German liberals. German
liberals were once more obliged to. thank Bismarck for the
realisation..of their political aims.. .This had the distinct dis-
advantage. .from Freytag's point of wiew that success would only
further encourage liberals. .to.forsake their principles for
Support.Of.Bismarck.uFreytag was..too keenly aware of this and of
the liberal alternative. .- annaltefnative that had been thwérted
by Bismarck - to feel any'laSting gratitude to Bismarck.

In the early years of the Empire Freytag was strongly
critical of Bismarck's attempts to prevent the Reichstag
extending its powers and thys evolving into a genuinely
parliamentary body. Yet room for sustained criticism of Bismarck
was limited in the National Liberal camp, since it was party
policy to make the party indiSPensable to Bismarck by generally
supporting his policies. Freytag loyally supported this strategy
despite his reservations. He was thus induced to 'shelve' his
opposition to Bismarck and set his hopes for a liberal Germany
on the day when the Crown Prince Frederick became Emperor, an
event that would hopefully end the Bismarck system. Freytag
adopted a wait-and-see attitude, waiting for the removal of
Bismarck from power, although as the years passed he became
- increasingly sceptical of the Crown Prince's ability to remove
Bismarck and initiate a liberal development.
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One major reason for his considerably less militant stance in
the post-1871 period was that he had no substantial objections to
the general aims of Bismarck's policies at home and broad. Freytag
approved wholeheartedly of the anti-catholic 'Kulturkampf', S
although he regretted - for nationalist reasons5— Bigsmarck's
unsubtle persecution of all Catholics regardless after the attempt
made on his life by the catholic Kullmann in 1874, Freytag also
supported Bismarck's anti-socialist legislation6 .and appears- to
have had no major objections to Bismarck's plans to introduce
protective tariffs, an issue which subsequently split the National
Liberal Party. Bismarck's handling of foreign pollcy earned
Freytag 8 unqualified.approval:

~"Nach auBien hin...unersetzlich." (7). .

He was hardly, therefore, at odds with Bismarck .over the substance
of his policies, as he had been in the early 1860's 8; it was

rather Bismarck's aubocratic style that angered Freytag and
ensured that the flame of opposition to Bismarck continued to burn.
Freytag summed up his attitude to Bismarck

"In diplomatischem Kampf uniibertrefflich...im Innern, zu sehr
geneigt, mit den Menschen und Jedem zu spielen.” (85

He wished that Bismarck could have been instructed to restrict
his activities - as a statesman - to the conduct of foreign policy: ’

"Bg ist doch ein Flend und kann grimmig machen, daB uns der
Mann gefehlt hat, welcher imstande war, dem grofien
Diplomaten zu gebieten, nimm Dein Auswdrtiges und beschriénke
Dich darauf." %

Freytag's friendship with Admlral Stosch, a prominent victim of
Bismarck's paranoic fear of potential political rivals s gave him
first-hand experience of Bismarck's ruthless persecution of
opponents. But Freytag's Jjustifiable resentment did not blind him
to Bismarck's achievements for Germany: albeit reluctantly, he.
recognised that |

"..owie der Bursch auch ist, wir sind ihm tief verschuldet."(10)
Freytag's continued opposition - in spite of the apparent lack of '
differences with regard to policies ~ was more the expression of
his resentment of the fact that Bismarck had blocked the liberals'

road to political power in Germany. Freytag was never really able to ———

forgive Bismarck for that.
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Yet it was not only, or even primarily, Bismarck's
autocratic methods that caused Freytag most concern in the post-
1871 era; it was rather the threat that Bismarck and his prestige

posed to the survival of liberalism as the idéology of the German

middle class that disturbed him most of all. Freytag was keenly
aware of the deeply anti-liberal influence Bismarck was
exerting on the evolution of political attitudes within the
German middle class, an influence that Freytag deplored since it
represented the continued - and in the latter decades of the
century —.andﬁincreasing subgervience of the middle class which
Freytag had: struggled all his life to rouse and inspire to
political action, to the political sway of the Prussian Junker.
Freytag still hoped. that one day.iiberalism.wouldutriumph and the
middle class would assume political power in Germany;'a hope that
was destined to grow increasingly utopian as the conservative
alliance between the Junker-dominated political establishment

and the wealthy middle class was consolidated. It was an alliance |

that spelled the end of liberalism as an independent political
force, as the middle class relingquished their claim to the
exercise of political power and finally abandoned any attempt to
reorganise society according to liberal principles. Freytag was
more inclined to blame Bismarck that the middle class itself for
this development. '

In his search for an explanation for the: immense popularity
of Bismarck and the decline of liberalism Freytag ascribed major
blame to what he regarded as the crucial weakness in the German
character, the need to 'love and admire'. It was on this deep
psychological need in the German national psyche that Bismarck
was able to build his cult and thus reinforce his hold on the

German nation, Freytag hoped that the character of the German

nation would prove resilient enoﬁgh to survive Bismarck's
corrupting influence., However, he admitted

"Wir werden noch lange daran zu tragen haben, daB die
- politische Kraft der Nation sich durch eineinhalb Jahrzehnt
in einem Mann personofiziert hat., Und mit dem groBen Gliick

und Fortschritt dieser Zeit auch den Schaden tragen, welcher

sich an solche Herrschaft eines Einzelnen heftet." (11)
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Just as in his life-time Freytag had looked forward - in vain -
to a massive reaction against Bismarck's despotism, so he hoped ?
that Germany would be able to throw off the spell of Bismarck's e
influence as soon as he was no longer in power, that the course ;
of German history would once again conform to; its preordained
path as Bismarck's influence was erased. Towards the end of his A -
life Freytag was obliged to conclude that Bismarck had all but
robbed the German middle class of the will to political power
and that he had thus frustrated the achievement of political
maturity . which had been Freytag‘s life's work, as a journalist
and writer.. The German people would, he reflected sadly,
ultimately pay the price: . : :
"Denn Seele und Leben einer Nation diirfen nicht lange von
dem Gemiit und Gewissgen eines Binzelnen abhingen und in
ihrem wichtigsten Inhalt durch die Selbstherrlichkeit eines
Mannes geleitet werden., Das Volk bezahlt solche Herrschaft

zu teuer, wie groB auch der Fortschritt sei, den der eine
ihm bereitet hat." (12)

- gt v s emp wnb 2t TV B S0



C. Politics in literature: Freytag.as a political writer
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1: aa_Politics in Titerature

Titerature was for Freytag an art-form; the writer was an ;m_-"m

artist in the same way as the painter or the sculptor. A. writer
was a poet (Dichter) and that which he created was a 'work of art'
(Kunstwerk). The reality of ordinapy life was too crude, too
unaesthetic to be the proper subject of a work of art; réality

had to be 'idealised' before it could be legitimately incorporated -

into a literary work of art - a view of literature that made the
inclusion .of contemporary political'and social issues, let alone
their discussion, in. the novel difficult. Such a predominantly
aesthetic.view of literature was . a barrier to the development

of the novel of social realism, since political and social issues
were deemed by their very inclusion to impair the art-value of
literature. The inclusion of such issues was incompatible with

a concept of literature as an art-form subject to primarily
aesthetic laws. Literature was not regarded as a mirror of the

real world, but as a poetic, and thus, idealised and aesthetically |

satisfying reflection of reality.

"Es ist wahr, der Dichter hat das Recht, seine Stoffe aus
jedem Gebiet der realen Menschenwelt zu wdhlen, d.,h. aus
jedem Gebiete, welches ihm mdglich macht, den Stoff mit
gouversdner Freiheit zu idealisieren, zu einer einheitlichen
Handlung zu gestalten, deren Verlauf sich aus sich selber
vollsténdig erklirt, deren Charaktere nur als Tréger der
Handlung durch die Dichterarbeit sich menschlichen Anteil
gewinnen. '

Die Bedeutung des Stoffes in der Wirklichkeit, ja auch die

‘realen Vorbilder der poetischen Charaktere sollen im
Kunstwerk unwesentlich werden gegeniiber dieser Dichterarbeit,
welche der hdchsten Sehnsucht des Gemiites und dem tiefsten
Versténdnis der Menschennatur, wie beide dem Volke und der
Zeit des Dichters méglich sind, gerecht werden muB. Aus
diesem Grunde wird dem Dichteb jedes Gebiet der Stoffe
unheimisch bleiben, bei welchem er ein {ibermdchtiges
‘BEindringen realer Wirklichkeit nicht abwehren kann. Ihm

selbst wie seinem Publikum werden dadurch die Unbefangenheit

und die frei gehobene Stimmung, als die Grundlagen jedes
schonen GenuBes vermindert," %1)

The intrusion of reality is seen as a threat to the aesthetic
pleasure of the reader. The intellectual and spiritual elevation
of the reader is regarded as the prime purpose of literature.



e et ek M e 2

429

Freytag felt that the inclusion of social and political issues

‘must inevitably make literature into a vehicle for political

agitation and conﬁroVersy which could hardly be conduc#ive to
spiritual elevation: |

"Offentliche Charaktere, welche so bekannt sind, daB der

" Dichter nur ihre wirkliche Erscheinung k0p1eren kann;
ungeldste politische und soziale Streitfragen, welche
den Zuschauer in den Zank des Marktes hineinziehen, wird
er vermeiden., Er wird sogar, wo er ernste Sammlung der
Horer fordern muBl, Schlagworte des Tages darum besonders
miBachten, weil diese Hilfstruppen die Seelen an
unkiinstlerische Interessen mahnen.," (2)

Social and political.problems that were.a matter oﬂ;cqntempbrary

‘controversy were not, in Freytag's view, capable ofiaeﬁmheticalxy.

satisfying literary formation. Only certain aspects. of reality
were congidered worthy of literary treatment. Freytag speaks of
the need: °

"unsere Bretter von unkunstlerischer Wirklichkeit rein zu
halten," (5) :

Freytag formulated_his'objections to the inclusion of
social and: political issues in drama, and thus in ltterature,
even more drastlcally in ‘his 'Technlk des Dramas' (1865) he
wrote:

"Wenn vollends ein Dichter die Kunst dazu entwilirdigen
‘wollte, soziale Verbildungen des wirklichen Lebens,
Tyrannei der Reichen, die gequélte Lage Gedruckter, die

- Stellung der Armen, welche von der Gesellschaft fast nur
Leid empfangen, polemisch und. tendenzvoll zur Handlung
eines Dramas zu verwerten, so wirde er durch solche Arbeit
wahrscheinlich das Interesse seiner Zuschauer lebhaft
erregen, aber diese Teilnahme wiirde am Ende des Stiickes

in einer quilenden Verstlmmung untergehen., Die Schllderung
der GemilitsprozeBe eines gemeinen Verbrechers gehtért in den
Saal. des Schwurgerichts, die Sorge um Besserung der armen
und gedriickten Klassen soll ein wichtiger Teil unserer
praktischen Interessen im Leben sein, die Muse der Kunst
ist keine barmherzige Schwester." (&

Freytag was concerned about  the social problems of the time,5

‘Just as he was actively involved in the political issues of the

day, but he felt that there was no place for such matters in
literature if it was to maintain its quality as a work of art.
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- Life and literature were two separate areas.

"Gerade jetzt (1867), wo die Politik unter den Interessen

der Nation oben steht, solldder Dichter das Recht des :
schonen Schaffens mit Selbstgefiihl und treu gegen seine o
Kunst vor seinem Geschlecht geltend machen." (6) L

The.writer needed 'eine gewisse heitere Ruhe' Freytag —
obsérved, 'ein ruhiges Wohlgefiihl', in order to create. These '
qualities were impaired if the writer was concerned to illustrate
social. and political ideas in literary form. Writing of
'Jungdeutschland' Freytag commenteds . .

"Es war die Signatur der n#dc¢hsten Vergangenheit, einer

unbefriedigten, gedriickten, unruhig heischenden Zeit,
dafl sich dem Gelehirten und noch mehr dem reizbaren Dichter
in Stoff urid Charakter seiner Arbeiten die sozialen und.
politischén Forderungen des Volkes iibérmichtig eindrdngten.
Nur zu oft hat das beflissene Strebeéen, eine Tendenz zu '
exemplifizieren, die heitere Wirme verringert." (7)
The passionate involvment of the writers of 'Jungdeutschland'’
in the political and social issues of the day met with Freytag's
disapproval. The hall-mark of a work of literary art was _ |
serenity, warmth, quiet and distance. Freytag curtly relegated:
politics to the realm of farce and comedy.

Freytag's aesthetic views made it difficult for him %o
include. aspects of reality in literature which he wished to
include, but which at ‘the same time he was obliged to acknowledge
as 'unkiinstlerisch' and therefore not worthy of inclusion. He
came up against this problem when writing the volume entitled
'Die Geschwister' of his series 'Die Ahnen'. He wrote to Stosch:

"DaBl das Schicksal anstidndiger Leute zuletzt von der

Laune, Stimmung, den Zuféllen eines kleinen Tyrannen,der
dam sich wohlmeinend aber sehr verbittert ist, abhingt,
erschwert dem Erfindenden, welcher einen schdnen Eindruck
nach Moglichkeit zu erstreben hat, das Geschiaft sehr." (8)

Human tragedy was unaeésthebic if it depressed the reader. _
Because he felt a personal horror at the dependence of individuals .

on the will and whim of some ab%olutist tyrant, Freytag was

unable to create thé 'schonen Eindruck' which he felt was the
purpose of literature. He concluded, hardly solving the problem:
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“Nur durch eine lustspielartige Haltung wird das Verh#ltnis
leidlich, in Wirklichkeit wurden golche Zustande uns allen
unertragllch sein." (9) -

Freytag was thus mainly concerned with the effect of
literature on the reader, the reader's aesthetic experience

- wag of prime importance; literature should uplift, elevate and

console: , _ L
"Ihn wie uns ist die Hauptwirkung des Dramas die Entladung
von den triibeén und beengenden Stimmungen des Tages, welche

uns durch den Jammer und das Plirchterliche in der Welt
kommen." (10) .

The spectator of a drama - and we may assume, the reader of the

. novel -.should experlence

",..die schéne Klarheit und fréhliche Gehobenhelt" (11)
Drama should help him ;
",..selbst auf Stunden grdBer, freier, edler zu machen." (12)
The spectator should be made aware of_diVine purpose at work
in man's life, so that, even if the individual man's existence
is destroyed, the spectator will see it all as part of the

- divine purpose, an insight which Freytag believed would uplift

the spectator and be a source of moral strength:

"Der HOrer fiihlt und erkennt, daB die Gottheit, welche sein
Leben leitet, auch wo sie das einzelne menschliche Dasein
zerbricht, in liebevollem Blindnis mit dem Menschengeschlecht
handelt und er selbst fihlt sich schdpferisch gehoben, als
einig mit der groBen regierenden Gewalt." (13)

In his writings of the theory of llterature up to about
1870 Freytag 1n51sted that the novel and drama should shun
contemporary 1ssues. In his memoirs (1887) however, he modified
this position and recognised that the modern novel did concern
itgelf mainly with contemporary issues:

"Die Darstellungen solcher Elnw1rkuhgen der Zeltldeen, der
groflen Wandlungen in der Politik und im sozialen Leben,
und: die Kédmpfe, welche dadurch in dem Individuum aufgeregt
werden, gelten Ja fur das Gebiet, in welchem der moderne
Roman vorzugsweise seine Erfolge zu suchen hat." (14)

Although Freytag recognised the changed functlon of the novel,
he still had grave reservations, fearing that the aesthetic
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effect which he rated s0 highly would be impaired by the 'Tendenz:'
of the author:

"AuBerdem legt der Verfasser das offene Bekenntnis ab,.dal

ihm ein Roman, in welchem die Hauptpersonen vorzugsweise
unter der Einwirkung und im Kampf mit politischen, religid@sen,-
sozialen Ideen geschildert werden, nicht als die hochste

und: schénste, ja kaum als eine Wurdlge Aufgabe des Dichters
erscheint. Unvermeidlich drangt sich bei solchem Inhalf die:
Tendenz in den Vordergrund, und der grofiten Dichterkraft

wird es nur schwer gelingen, mit der sonnigen Klarheit und
der stolzen Unbefangenheit, welche das Kunstwerk vom -
Schaffenden fordert, Licht und Schatten zu verteilen." (15)

If the novel was allowed to become a forum for discussion or
presentation of contemporary 1ssues, then. the aesthetlc effect,
Freytag believed, would be lost and this was of paramount
importance: : _ . o o
"Die Muse der Poesie vermag ihre Schénheit nur da ganz zu
enthiillen, wo sie allein als Herrin gebietet. Wird sie _
Dienerin und. Parteigenossin in solchen Kampfen des wirklichen
Lebens, welche die Menschen einer Zeit leidenschaftlich
umhertreiben, so blilt sie gerade das ein, was ihr bester

Inhalt ist: die befreiende und erhebende EBinwirkung auf die
Gemiiter." (16). :

Freytag disapproved of the writer whose presentation of reality
included.

", ..die beengenden Mlelldungen und die harten Konfllkte
‘der Politik." (17)

since the effect of such novels was to produce dlscontentment
with the social and political status quo: = -

"e..er wiirde den stérksten Anteil, welcher er erregt, nicht
der Poesie, sondern der Unzufrledenhelt seiner Zeitgenossen
mit dem Bestehenden verdanken." (18)

Freytag concluded:

"Politische, religidse mnd. sozdale Romane sind, wie ernst
auch ihr Inhalt sein mdge, nichts Besseres im Relche der
Poesie als Demimonde." (19)

The role of literature, as Freytag conceived it, was
essentially psychological: through the medium of aesthetic experien-~
ce the reader should achieve intellectual and moral renewal. |
His concern with the aesthetic value of literature was nothing
to do with art for art's sake, aesthetic pleasure was, for
Freytag, a means to an end, that end being the inspiration and
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encouragement of the reader., Literature that was predominantly
critical in its presentation ofareality would be bound, Freytag
felt, to depress the reader_and spread despondency; the effects
of such literature were therefore unfruitful and destructive.
Literature, on the other haﬁd, which was poetic and aestheticélly
satisfying would inspire and mobilise the reader. It was Freytag's
concern, since literature had this very.diréct influence on the
psychological ‘state of the reading public, that the middle class
reading public in Germany should be inspired and uplifted by
what they read and not made despondent. Freytag was thus - even
if at one remove - pursuing a political end in his.insistence

on the aesthetic category as primary in literature, since it

was in the recuperative value of the aesthetic experience of

- literature that the source of renewal lay for the middle class

reader.

Freytag's principal objection to the literature of the
'Young Germany' period was that it levelled its criticism at
certain aspects of middle class life as well as at.the aristocracy.
The points of criticism may well have been correct, but that
was not the issue for Freytag; what was important was the effect,
and in this cagse to attack the middle class was to undermine
Germany's hope for a liberal future. He approved wholeheartedly
of Julian Schmidt's attacks on the 'Young Germany' writers:

"Doch der letzte Grund seines Unwillens war immer ehrenwert,
es war der HaB gegen das Gemachte und GleiBende, gegen
ungesunde Weichlichkeit und gegen eine anspruchsvolle
Schonseligkeit, welche an den Grundlagen unseres nationalen
Gedeihens, an Zucht und Sitte und deutschem Pflichtgefiihl
rittelte mit einem Hochmut, dessen letzte Ursache Schwiche
des Talents oder gar des Charakters war." (20)

Freytag felt that the criticisms of Gubtzkow and his fellow=-
writers were, quite simply, uhpatriotic: if the German middle
class was to be educated to an understanding of its task of
reforming the state and_soéiety along liberal lines, and if it
was to develop a confidence to equal that task, then this could
only be achieved - of this Freytag was convinced - by positive

i
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inspiration, not by negative criticism. It should be remembered
that Freytag was faced with a middle class whose self-confidence
in political matters had been shaken by the failure of the
1848/49 Revolution and the subsequent success of reactionary.
forces throughout Germany.
to combat

21 Freytag saw it as his main task

",..die Mutlosigkeit und Zerfahrenheit im Volke." (22)

Freytag's comments on D,F. StrauB's book 'Der alte und der

neue Glaube' (1872) are characteristic of his attitude to
literature: '

"Eine sol¢he Art, de rebus omnibus et quibusdam aliis zu
sprechien, halte ich fiir einén MiBgriff, der leider dem
Verfasser um so iUbler steht, als dér Grundton eine herbe
Resignation ist, die sic¢h mit etwas Kunst und Literatur iiber
die Ode zu beruhigen sucht, in welche sein denkender Geist
hineinstarrt. Das Buch wird sehr gelesen werden und der
gute Verleger wird ein gliénzendes Geschift machen, aber eine
-gute und krdftigende: Wirkung wird es nicht ausiiben...

Es kommt jetzt gar nicht in erster ILinie darauf an, den
Deutschen zu sagen, daB sie nicht mehr glauben sollen,
'sondern nach den elenden Gesellen Schopenhauer und Hartmann

gilt es vielmehr, ihnen stolzen und frischen Muf zu schaffen;“

und Freude am Leben., Davon ist in dem Buche jémmerlich
wenig zu spliren." (23)

Freytag's judgement of the book is based almost exclusively on

his assessment of itg ingluence and effect on the réading public
and much less on the validity of StrauB's views. He may be
entirely correct, but such views - Freytag argues - are not
relevant to the task of educating the middle class. He reacted

in much the same way to the Russian novelist Turgenjewﬁ Julius von
Eckhardt, a close associate of Freytag on the 'Grenzboten'
recounted. the following conversation:

"Aus der ersten Unterredgng ist mir ein besonders
charakteristisches Wort in der Erinnerung heften geblieben.
Bs kam:auf Turgenjew:die Rede,.. Freytag lieB dem auBer-
ordentlichen Talent des russischen . Schriftstellers...volle
Anerkennung zuteil werden, verhehlte. aber nicht, daB die

Art desselben ihm innerlich fremd geblieben sei., 'Der Dichter!

so fiihrte er aus, 'muB am Leben, an den Menschen und an dem
eigenen Schaffen Freude haben -~ er mu8 an die Menschheit
und. an sein Volk glauben., Das vermisse ich bei Turgenjew -
durch seine Schopfungen geht ein unheimlich pessimistischer
Zug.' " (24)

—_—
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The English novelist Dickens, on the other hand, met with
Freytag's gnquallfled appeoval; it was Dicken's Humour and what
Freytag took to be an essentially optimistic view of life that
ne found exemplary:

"Die fréhliche Auffassung des Lebens, das unendliche ,
Behagen, der wackere Slnn, welcher hinter der drolligen A

- Art hervorleuchtet, waren den Deutschen von damals so
rithrend... Und alles war modernes Leben, im Grunde all-
tigliche Wirklichkeit und die eigene Weise zu empfinden,
nur verkldrt durch das liebevolle Gemiit. eines echten
Dichters., Hunderttausenden gab das Buch (Die Plckw1cker)
frohe Stunden, gehobene Stimmung." (25)

“Freytagfs_basic purpose in writing Was to. educate the
German middle..class for its political role by seeking to inculcate

‘a lively sense.of .pride in the. cultural and economic achievements

of the middle class;his aim was’ to strengthen the morale of. the
middle class: _

"Wir aber wollen biirgerliches Wesen zu Ehren bringen." (26)
Such a clearly political and social purpose would appear to
conflict with Freytag's views on the nature and function of
literature and the role of social and polltlcal issues in
literature. In practice Freytag offended against his own theoretl—r
cal enunciations. '

In the 1830's and 40's the corpus of literary and aesthetic

values evolved by German classicism was challenged by the

writers of Jungdeutschland, who wished to extend the role of
literature as. a moral and aesthetic force into an. instrument
for politlcal, social and individual eman01patlon. Freytag

firmly rejected. the ideas of Jungdeutschland, which he regarded

as too negative. He regarded the classical ideas as the sole
terms in which literature could be defined as art., Yet, as a
writer whose main concern was basically the same as that of the
Young Germany school, he had adopted a view of literature that
was not in accord with his own underlying purpose in writing
which was manifestlky to influence the readers' intérpretation it
of the contemporary social and political scene. While rejecting
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the explicit social and politiéal commitment demanded by Young
Germany, Freytag's novels are as political in purpose and
contenﬁ as.the novels of that much-maligned contemporary
Spielhagen. '
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b. 'Soll und: Haben' (1854)

All Freytag's dramas_and novels have a quite definite e
political and social purpose (Tendenz). Freytag was well aware . |
of this, so that it was not a case of him saying one thing ahd
doing something different. Hé admitted that his own novels were
'Tendenzwerke' and:was quite prepared to forego the claim to: them
being works of art, more concerned to exploit the possibilities
of the literary medium to inspire the German nation with a
picture of its own achievement: as Freytag wrote in the dedicatory
"preface to the novel:

"Was mein edler Fiirst damals sprach: Uber die Verwirrung
der letzten Jahre, liber die Mutlosigkeit und miide
Abspannung der Nation und ilibér den Beruf der chhter, die
gerade in solchier Zeit dem Volke einen Spiegel seiner
?u;%tlgkelt vorhalten sollen zur Freude und zur Erhebung."

2

Freytag's novel was written in response..to the depressed situation:
in Germany in the 41850 S,-a situation in which the middle class
‘had lost all interest in politics and had withdrawn 1nto other
1nterests. Freytag candidly admitted that aesthetic ‘considerations
were secondary to the geﬁeral political purpose:

"In solcher Zeit, wo die stérksten politischen Leidenschaf- i
ten in das Leben jedes einzelnen dringen, weicht die
heitere Ruhe , welche der Schaffende zur kiinstlerischen
Gestaltung braucht, leicht von seinem Arbeitstisch. Ach!
sie hat dem deutschen Dichter seit langem gefehit.Nur zu
sehr fehlt das Behagen am fremden und. eigenen Leben, die
Sicherheit fehlt und der frohe Stolz, mit welchem die
Schriftsteller anderer Sprachen auf dle Vergangenheit und
Gegenwart ihres Volkes blicken, im UberfluBl hat der
Deutsche Demutlgungen unerfiillte Winsche und eifrigen
Zorn. 'Dem Schonen in edelster Form den héchsten Ausdruck
zu geben' ist nicht jeder Zeit vergtnnt ..." (28)

In a letter to Geffcken he wrote:

"Was Sie mir iiber den Roman 'Soll und Haben' so wohlwollend
schrelben, hat mir eine grofle Freude gemacht., Denn Sie
missen mir erlauben, Sie als ein ausgezeichnetes Mitglied
der stillen Gemeinde zu betrachten, fir welche ich ge--
schrieben habe., Wenn das Publikum wohlwollend iiber die
Unterhaltungsfahlgkelt des Buches urteilt, so ist mir das
schon recht, aber im Grunde lag mir widhrend der Arbeit

am meisten an der Tendenz und zwar an der polltlschen.

Das mag fir dlese und kinftige Kunstleistungen ein Ubelstand
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"sein, aber gern will ich auf den Dichterruhm verzichten,
-welcher nur durch eine vollsténdige Friéiheit gegeniiber den
Erscheinungen des wirklichen Lebens erworben werden kann,
Uberall fithle ich mich in einem stillen Eifer, den ich am
liebsten einen preuBischen nennen méchte." (29)-

The theme of Freytag's novel
"Ruin eines adligen Gutsbesitzers" (30)
limked: with a positive description of the Breslau merchant

Schriter was intended to encourage a.dispirited middle class
with a picture of its economic achievements. Discussion of -

political issues play a very minor role in the novel;:Freytag
preferred. to present the reader with an apparently objective and.
convincing.description of events in which the events spoke for:
themselves;.Thus, the aristocracy.is not described as inept in
so'many words, but it is clear from the demise of the Rothsattel
family that the aristocracy is economically on the decline,
unable to adapt itself to the conditions of the modern capitalis®t
world - a truly encouraging spectacle for the hard-~pressed .
middle class! '

Freytag's theoretical objection to political hovels was
baged on the view that the aesthetic pleasure derived by the
reader, the uplifting of the spirit would be lost if sendentious
description intruded. In his case - this movel is a good. example -
the aim of the novel, its quite blatant 'Tendenz' did not impair
the aesthetic appreciation of the novel for the average middle
class reader, since, as Freytag himself obserVed, it was the
'Tendenz ' which-heightened the reader's aesthetic appreciatioh
of the novel:

"Der Leser zwar wird derlei Erfindung, im Falle sie ndmlich
seinem eigenen Standpunkt entspricht, mit Warme entgegen-~
kommen, und er wird die poetische Gestaltungskraft, welche
der Dichter dabei erweist, mit besonderer Freude genieBen."

(30)
The strictly aesthetic demand that: literature should uplift the .
reader was, in Freytag's case, achieved by the political 'Tendenz'
of his novels which was generally calculated to inspire the
middle class reader with a sense of importance of that class. This
was in practice the prime function of literature, a concern that
prevented him from embarking on any critical social novels.
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IT. The politiéal content of Freytag's 'Bilder aus der deutschen
Vergangenheit' 1859 - 1866,

In 'Soll und Haben' Freytag had depicted the commercial
middle class as efficient, productive and cultured, in sharp
contrast to. the aristocracy which was patently decadent and
economically in decline. The play 'Die Fabier' (1859) presented
a dramatic picture of the clash between the ruling Fabians in |
ancient Rome and the claims of the people to political power.
The demise Qflthe Fabians was intended by Freytag as a parallel
to the demise of the political power of. the Prussian aristocracy
in the face of demands for political power.by the'middle'class.
The.play was thus a picture of the social and political struggle
between the Junker and the middle class in Prussaia./I -

With the. accession of William .I to.the throne in Prussia

(1858) as Regent liberals hoped that the. prolonged period of

reactionary government under Manteuffel was over and that
constitutional development would now resume. The change in the
political atmosphere is reflected in a change of emphasis in
Freytag's approach: up till now he had tended to concentrate his
attention on depicting the imminent decline of the aristocracy,
now he shifted his attention to an examination of the historical
roots and origins of the German middle class. |

Freytag sought to show that the present constitutional
struggle was the culmination of many centuries of historical
development, that the renewed advance of constitutionalism was
but one more phase in the long history of the German nation's
struggle for freedom. The general thesis of the 'Bilder' was that
after the rather primitive freedoms and tribal democracy of the
German tribes, the German mation was subjugated by Christianity
and the medieval church; it was then liberated by ILuther both
spititually and intellectually. Affer the destruction wrought by
the Thirty Years War the German nation recovered, slowly,
developing first,by rejecting French models, a ﬁruly national
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culture and finally awakening to political maturity in the first
half of the nineteenth century. The'development-of Germany

from 1648 was towards freedom and the creation of bhe German
nation state: the twin aims of German liberalism.

The 'Bilder' are essentially the history: of the-emergence
of the German middle class, since it was. the middle class that
embodied progress and culture and without a strong middle class
no nation could develop into a politically mature state.2 The
middle class were assumed by Freytag to embody the essential
virtues of the German nation. The middle class was the German
nation:. . o _ _

"Das Birgertum ist nicht mehr wie im Mittelalter ein Stand,

der anderen Sténden gegeniibersteht, es ist die Nation
. selbst geworden." (3§ "
The. progress of the .German nation was due entirely to the
rise of the middle.class: S o

"Die Entwicklurg dér“DéutSCheh”abér,'Welche hier in

kleinen Bildern dargestellt wiuide, ist zugleich die Zeit

des Wachgtums“und der Befreiung .des deutschen Bﬁrgers."(4)
In the 'Bilder' Freytag wished to give an account of this - |
progress towards freedom:

"wie das Leben des Volkes sich allmshlich zu groferer
Freiheit heraufarbeitete." (5) '

This process of liberation inevitably led to the rule of the

privileged class,'the-aristocracy, being challenged:

"Es war eine von den Aufgaben dieser Blitter die Erhebung
-der deutschen Volksseele aug der Vernichtung und ...

der tyrannischen Herrschaft von Privilegierten darzu-
stellen.," (6)

The claim of the middle class to challenge the power of the
aristocracy was based on the dominant position of the middle
class in commerce and culture:

"Denn in dem deutschen Blirgertum liegt die edelste Kraft,
die PFihrerschaft auf dem Gebiet idealer und praktischer
Interesan."_(?) ' :

It was the intellectual and mdral culture of the middle class
that would ensure a healthy body politic and a vital nation
state:
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"..o.immer aber, solange es Geschichte gibt, hat sich eine
neue Erhebung so vollzogen, daB die Krdftigung des Staata-
" kOrpers und: der geistige Fortschritt Hand in Hand gingen."(8)

‘Not only must the middle class, as Freytag interpreted its
role, seek to assume control of the political destiny of the nation,
it must also .shape society as a.whole according to its own values
and standards. The aristocracy were to be absorbed«by their
adoption of middle class valiies while the lower orders were to be

raised by universal education. Bouggeois values would thus unite
society:

"Wir aber haben das Recht zu hoffen...den dlten Gegensatz
zwischen Volk und Gebildeten aufzuliebén und. nicht nur den
Bauer, auch den Filirsten und: den Mann von altem Landgeschlecht
mit dem Segen der freien biirgerlichen Bildung zu erfiillen,"(9)

The purpose.of the book was to show how the middle class rose to
a dominant position. in. society - if not . in.the state - and were
able to impose its values on.the other classes. in society:
"Der Zweck dieses Buches ist, 'zu zeigen, wie die Deutschen
aus Privatmenscéhen allm&hlich,..,politische Manner wurden...
- wie mit der wachsenden Bildung das Biirgertum erstarkte, wie
es Adel und Bauern seinem EinfluB unterwarf, zuletzt die

Besonderheit der Sténde beseitigte und die Charaktere nach

seinen Bediirfnissen und Gesichtspunkten zu formen begann."(10)
P

The final stage in this centuries-long struggle had now been
reached as the middle class attempted to establish itself as the
politically dominant class in society: '

"Sie (die deutsche Volksseele) ist jetzt mitten in starker

Anstrengung, sich das hdchste irdische Besitztum, den Staat,
zu bilden." (11) :

Fbeytag was confident that the middle cléss would win the struggle
and addressed the following words to aristocratic readers:

"Der deutsche Biirger ist in der gliicklichen Lage, die Familien

von altem Landgeschlecht mit warmem, menschlichem Anteil zu
betrachten, Sie sind ihm mit teuren Erinnerungen verwachsen,

sie sind in grofier Zahl gute und zuverldBfige Mitarbeiter im

Staat, in Wissenschaft, fiir Kultur und. Volksbildung geworden.

Er wird nachsichtig gegen sie sein, wenn einzelnen von ihnen

noch ein unsicheres Hingen in alten Standesiiberlieferungen

das Urteil befangen macht, er wird mit L#écheln zusehen,wenn _

sich ihr Blick sehnslichtig in die geschwundene Zeit zuriick- EE— B
wendet, wo ihre Vorrechte zahlreich und unbestritten waren,
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Mer wird, vielleicht geschickter als sie selbst, die
Vergangenhelt ihres Geschlechts durchforschen, wo wirklich
in ihm Tichtigkeit und Gemeinsinn zutage kam. Aber er wird
ein unerbittlicher Gegner aller der polltlschen und
sozialen Vorrechte sein, durch welche sie noch jetzt eine
Sonderstellung im Volke beanspruchen. Nicht weil er ihnen
diese Gewohnheit miBgtnnt oder sich selbst an ihre Stelle
dréngen mdchte, sondern weil er ohne Freude eérkennt, daB
ihnen  dadurch die Unbefangenheit des Urteils, Verstandnls
der Welt, zuwellen die Festigkeit des Charakters verringert
wird, -und weil einige diesér abgelegten Tradltlonen, wie

_ihre Pr1v1leg1en des Hofes, sogar unsere Firsten in die
Gefahr setzen, in-dem engen Gesichtskreis deutscher Junker
zu verkiimmern, " (12) - :

It was part of Freytag's intention to provide al. framework
for the cqnstit@tioﬂal struggle against the Junker in Prussia.
Freytag. was.. concérned to persyade his readers that'the present
struggle was embedded. 1n the unfolding logic of hlstory, it was
no chance encounter, no 1ncldental cLash between two groups in
society., It was the historical clash of the 0ld and the new, of
the emerging withjthe'declininga.Since Freytag's purpose was to

-inspire and encourage the middle class in their struggle, he
'was concerned to show that the struggle was but a phase in the

inevitable march of hlstory the course of which had preordained
the middle class to.assume by virtue of their superiority the
dominant position in society and. to remould society in its own
image, History was on the side of the liberals against the
Junker, This conviction was a source of inspiration to Freytag:

"Wir meinen, fiir die Deutschen ist jetzt die Zeit gekommen,
wo seine Seele iiber die Vergangenheit des eigenen Volkes _
dahinfliegen darf, wie die Lerche am Fruhllngsmorgen liber-
.den dammerlgen Grund, Frohlockend fiihlen wir, daB wir etwas

werden, wir begreifen jetzt, wie wir geworden sind, und wir

vermdgen in den zweitausend Jahren unseres geschlchtllchen
Lebens eine Weisheit und. Vernunft zu ahnen, deren Walten
uns gliicklich macht. ... MOge auch dieses Buch ein wenig
dazu helfen, daB unser Kampf und Verlust unserer Ahnen
verstédndlich werde, Kampf und Sieg der Gegenwart aber grof
und gliickverheiBiend." (13)

The 'Bilder' thus have a highly political content which is

directly related to the conbemporary.polltlcal struggle and which

was intended by Freytag to inspire the liberal opposition in
parliament. and its middle class supporters with confidence in the
ultimate victory of liberalism. Ultimately, then, the aim of the
work is polltlcal.14
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ITI. 'Die verlorene Handschrift' (1864)

In the 'Bilder aus der deutschen Vergangenheit' Freytag had
traced the development of the German nation from the point of
view of the national liberal bourgeoisie. He had described the
rise of the middle class to a position of dominance in German
society economically and'culturally, cohcluding that the time had
come. for the middle class, as the representatives of progress,
to assume political power and unify Germany. The ‘Bilder"formed
a cultural back-cloth - cultural propaganda + to the political
conflict betweén the middle class and the aristocracy. In much
the same way Freytag paints a lurid'picture of a moribund princely
court.in the novel.'Die verlorene Handschrift' published at the
height”of.the~constitutionalfconflict between the Prussian
‘parliament and. Bismarck. Freytag set out to describe in this
novel SR ' _ |

~ "den Cisarenwahn des Firsten." (45)
- Freytag regarded the court and its dependence on the absolute
and frequently arbitrary will of the Prince as the source of many
unworthy characteristics, such as sycophancy. The absOlutism'of
lthe court corrupted both the Prince by cutting him off from the
people and the Prince's asgsociates who would often seek to use
him for their own ends, The hero of the novel Felix Wermner, a
profeséor, is persuaded.ESeiﬂgeﬁ'the service of the Prince for
the sake of his love of sedenee (he is searching for a lost ..
manﬁscript of Tacitus).“The irony'of the situation is that fhe
manuscript in Question is Tacitus' description of the moral and
spiritual corruption of tyrants and kings:

"...die Geschichte einer Tyrannenherrschaft, welche die

edlen Geschlechter vertilgt, eine hohe mnd reiche Bildung
heraustreibt und verdirbt, vor allem die Herrschenden selbst
mit wenigen Ausnahmen entmenschlicht., Wir haben bis zur
Gegenwart kaum ein anderes Werk, dessen Verfasser so
spéhend in die Seelen einer ganzen Reihe von Flirsten blickt,
so scharf und genau die Verwiistung schildert, welche die
ddmonische Krankheit der Konige in den verschiedensten
Naturen hervorgebracht hat." %16)

The relevance of such descriptions would have been obvious to
most liberal readers of the day.
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Although the action of the novel is not placed in time,
references to the contemporary political struggle make the
comments relevant in content. Many of the‘observations made by
. characters in the novel are of direct and_undisguised relevance
to the political situation in Prussia in 1864, The main.cause l
of the conflict is seen as the isolation of the monarch, surrounded -
as he is by the court, cut off from the people and their aspira-
tions:. .. - :

",..und. ich meine allerdings, der Kampf, welcher in unserem
Vaterlande wef verschiedenen Gebieten entbrannt ist, wird
nicht eher mit einem guten Frieden enden, als bis die
Gefaliren beseitigt sind, welche die alte Hofordnung unserer

. Flirsten bereitet." (17) L .

The.army is seen .as.dedicated to the support of. princely
absolutism, a timely reminder to the liberal.reader that the
army needed to be emancipated from the grip of the aristocracy
if the army were to be neutral in politics: |

"Die Zeit, in welcher wir zu leben verurteilt sind, hat eine
engere Verbindung der H6fe mit den Heeren unvermeidlich
gemacht, und was einst besser unterblieb, ist jetzt eine

 Stiitze flrstlicher Stellung geworden." (18)

The novel criticises the education of Princes: . r

"Das flache zegrstreuende Wesen ihrer Erziehung, welches
ihnen fast die Moglichkeit nimmt, an irgend einem Gebiete )
geistiger Arbeit ein warmes Interesse zu nehmen, macht sie
auch spéter fiir das Leben und fiir ihre Regentenpflicht
wenig brauchbar, Und wir nehmen teil an diesem Unrecht,
wenn wir Jinglinge, die in Wahrheit nicht die Kenntnisse
eines Tertianers haben, mit dem Schein und Firnis wissen-
schaftlicher Kultur {iberziehen." (19)

Princes should attend lectures like other students. The Prince in
the novel expresses reservations about his own education and
compléins that he had been brought up to attach importance  to
'representation':

"Uber diesem Zurichten fiir den Schein ist meine Kindheit
- vergangen." (20) o
The Prince is comparatively educated and cultured; Ffeytag
stresses that _
"...er war nie Militdr gewesen." (21)

but, with obvious reference to Prussia,
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"er enthielt sich nicht sarkastischer Bemerkungen iiber die
kriegerischen Neigungen anderer Friedensfiirsten, und sein
Hof blieb lange Zeit frei von militdrischer. Umgebung." (22)

The Prince is relatively enlightened, but even so, the court was ¢
not free from the influence of the military: . '

"Doch allm#hlich machte er der Mode einige Zugestdndnisse,
auch seine Adjutanten wurden einfluBireiche Mitglieder des
Hofhaltes." (23%) '

Thprrince.is.ﬁnusually critical of his own position and
that of the aristocracy:

"Dag ist Verhsngnis der Flirsten, unser aller Ungliick, daBl die
tlichtigste Bildung unserer Zeit selten freundlich auf uns
wirkt, Die frische Luft fehlt dem Kreis, -in dem wir leben.
Wir sind alle weich und stubernkrank. Was uns nahe tritt,
muB - sich unsern Vorurteilen anbequemen, urd wir gewdhnen
uns, die Menschien nur nach der kiinstlichen Ordnung zu
schidtzen, die wir selbst erdacht." (24) .

The Princess, too, is clear in her own mind. that the aristocracy
is doomed: B -

"Halten Sie mich nicht fir einen weiBlen Raben, es gibt

kliigere als ich, die in der Stille ebenso urteilen, aber

wir finden uns aus den Schranken hicht heraus und wir
klammern uns daran, obgleich wir wissen, daB die Stltze _
schwach ist. Denn wie der Kolibri die Schlange, so betrachten.
wir das Antlitz, welches uns dié neué Zeit entgegenhilt, '
mit Schauder und hilfloser Erwartung." (25) '

Freytag conjures up a picture of an ariStocracy politically

~ demoralised, haunted by fear of imminent decline, a spectacle

surely intended to inspire the middle class to press home their
attacks on the - apparently moribund - aristocracy more vehemently.
The novel is a literary incitement to'opposition! Even the Lord |
Chamberlain (Oberhofmeister) acknowledges the great advances

the middle class has made:

"Tch bin bereit, die groBen Fortschritte anzuerkennen,
welche das Blirgertum in den letzten flinfzig Jahren
gemacht hat." %26)

and frankly admits that the aristocracy had probably lost the
leadership of the nation: | '
" "Ich bin zum Manne erwachsen in der Vorstellung, daB Filirsten

und- Adel die geborenen Fihrer der Nation sind. Ich sehe | S

mit Trauer, daB sie auf lange, vielleicht fir immer, diese
Fithrung verlieren." $27)
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The atmosphere at court is heavy with decay:

"Aber ich fiihle, daBl die Tuft, in der ich lebe, immer
schwiiller wird, die Spannuhg der Gegensétze gefahrlicher.
Wenn ich zurilicksehe auf ein langes ILeben, so graut mir
zuweilen vor dem Siechtum, das ich geschaut... Die
Gestalten, welche in dieser Zeit verkommen sind, werden der
Nachwelt nicht filirchterlich erscheinen, aber grotesk und
verachtlich." (28) '

Part of this_process of decline was reflected in the deterioration

in the style of aristocratic diplomacy:

‘"Die Diplomatie hat aufgehdrt, vornehm zu sein, Man briskiert,
man aventuriert, nicht nur der Adel der Gesinnung, sogar
der anmutige Schein desselben fehlt, an den H6fen hat
unsichere Kleinlichkeit, ein miirrisches gereiztes abschlie-
Bendes Wesen liberhand genommen, in der Diplomatie Ungezogen-
heiten und. Leichtsinn ohne Kenntnisse und ohne m&nnlichen
Willen. Unsere Prinzen klirren als bewaffnete Miiligginger
einher, die alte Hofzucht ist Vverloren, man fihlt sich
haltlos auf der Defensive und sucht in tdrichten Ubergriffen
sein Heil, Es ist schwer sich die Empfindung fernzuhalten
daBl es mit diesem Treiben unaufhaltsam abwdrts gehe." (295

' Such a description is reminiscent of the tone of articles

Freytag wrote at the time of the constitutional conflict
criticising Bismarck's methods and policies. This passage could
therefore be taken by many cohtemporary readers to be an attack
‘on Bismarck's diplomacy, especially with the references to
'Leichtsinn' and 'tdrichte Ubergriffe', while the conclusion,
as expressed by the Oberhofmeister .
"daB es mit diesem Treiben unaufhaltsam abwidrts gehe.". (30)
could have been lifted straight from an article in the
'Grenzboten' on Bismarck's method of government.31

Freytag paints a drastic picture of the consequences of
princely absolutism:

"Die zufdlligen Forderungen eines ungebdndigten Willens
werden rilicksichtslos,die Seele verliert allmshlich das
Urteil iiber Bos und Gut, der persdonliche Wunsch erscheint
den Regierenden sofort als Bedlirfnis des Staates, jede
Laune des Augenblicks heischt Befriedigung.Das MiBtrauen
gegen Unabhéngige fithrt zu kopflosem Argwohn, wer sich
nicht figt, wird. als Feind. beseitigt, wer sich geschmeidig
anzupassen versteht, ist sicher eine Herrschaft iiber den
Herrscher auszuiiben." (32) '



447

Absolutism produced: sexrvile subjects:

"Die Herrschaft aber hat den Menschen zum Sklaven gemacht...
In dieser knechtischen Unterwlirfigkeit aller und der
Sicherheit der Herrschaft wuchert bald der BEgoismus." (33)

Such corruption can only be prevented. by the healthy influence of
elected parliaments and a vigobous public opinion:

"Hundert Beispiele lehren, dafl frithere Herrscher selbst bei
grofien &uBeren Erfolgen an innerer Verwiistung litten, wo
nicht eine starke 6ffentliche Meinung und kraftige Teilnahme
des Volkes am Staat sie unabléfig zwang, sich selbst zu
behiiten." (34)

Absolutism was a scourge on mankind:

"Was Pest und Krieg verdarben ist wenig gegen die verhénghls-
volle Verwiistung der Vdlker, welche durch dies besondere

Leiden der Herrscher (i.e. absolutlsm) angerlchtet wurde,"(35)

Yet there is hope, even for the aristocracy.:. .

"Solange ‘die Nation sich selbst verjlingt, vermag sie auch
ihre Flirsten und. die Leiter ihrer Geschafte mit neuem Leben
zu erfillen, Denn wir sind nicht Romer, sondern warmherzige:
undi dauerhafte Germanen." (36) .. .

The.novel.thus holds. out to .the aristocracy the hand. of reconcili-
ation on strictly middle class terms. The Prince, the diplomat
represehts the old dying order, while Professor Werner represents
the new age: '

"Der Greis und. der jugendfrische Mann, der Diplomat und der
Gellehrte standen einander gegeniiber, der eine Sprecher fiir
die Welt, welche sich abwdrts neigte, der andere Verkiinder
der Lehren, welche unabliBfig die alte Welt erneuern." (37)

The middle class. could be confident that it was on the ascent:

"Denn das ist das hochste und. unzerstdrbare Gliick des
Menschen, wenn er vertrauend: auf das Werdende, mit Hoffnung
auf das Zukinftige blicken kann. Und. so leben wir. Viel
Schwaches, viel Verdorbenes und Absterbendes umgibt uns,
aber dazwischen wachst eine unendliche Fiille von junger
Kraft herauf, Wurzel und Stamm unseres Volkslebens sind
gesund." (38)

The novel had direct relevance to the struggle of the liberal
middle class with the aristocratic conservatives led by Bismarck.
The novel presents the middle class reader with a lurid picture
of the corruption and decadence of the aristocracy and of courtly

life, The aristocracy is - conveniently - depicted as thoroughly
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demoralised, utterly convinced of its superfluohsness and.
impending.obsolescencé. Freytag's message to the reader is that
the middle class will inject new life into. the decaying
institutions of the state, the middle class is the new life-force
that will replace the effete exhausted and corrupt aristocracy

as the ruling class in Germany. 'Die verlorene Handschrift' is
thus a highly charged political novel, an integral part of the
middle class struggle against Bismarck's defence of monarchical
absolutism and the power of the aristocracy.38
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IV. The novels of the Bismarck era: 'Die.Ahnen' 1872 - 1880

The first decade of the Empire under Bismarck as Chancellor PO
saw the publication of a series of six novels 1 1pie Ahnen', in :

~which Freytag attempted to present a picture of the life of the

German people across the centuries through the fate of the

various members of a family in succeeding generations. The novels
are, .thus, a literary version of the 'Bilder aus der deutschen
Vergangenheit' and, as such, a restatement of Freytag's
interpretation of the course of German history in literary form.
The series was prompted: by the defeat of France and. the establish~
ment of. the German .Empire. which was seen by Freytag as the
fulfilment of a .thousand. years of GermanuhisforyUWith the achieve=~
ment of unity. and nationhood by the German people. In his memoirs
hewrecallsuhowuhiS'experience.at.first hand;z.of the decigive
stages of the war - .he was present at the battle of Sedan -
inspired him to embark on 'Die Ahnen': |

n,,.,die michtigen Eindriicke jener Wochen arbeiteten in der
Beele fort; schon wdhrend ich auf den Landstrassen
Frankreichs im Gedrsnge der Miénner, Rosse und Fuhrwerke
einherzog, waren mir immer wieder die Einbriiche unserer
germanischen Vorfahren in das romische Gallien eingefallen, P
ich sah sie auf Fl6B8en und Holzschilden ilber die Strome
schwimmen, hdrte hinter dem Hurra meiner Landsleute vom
finften und elften Korps das Harageschrei der alten

Franken und Alemannen, ich verglich die deutsche Weise mit
der fremden, und iberdachte, wie die deutschen Kriegsherren
und ihre Heere sich im Laufe der Jahrhunderte gewandelt
haben bis zu der nationalen Einrichtung unseres
Kriegswesens, dem'groften und eigentimlichsten Gebilde des
modernen Staates., Aus solchen Traumen und aus einem gewissen
historischen Stil, welcher meiner Erfindung durch die
Erlebnisse von 1870 gekommen war, entstand allm&hlich die
Tdee zu dem Roman 'Die Ahnen'." (3)

Freytaglsybhdghly developed sense of the continuity of history
transfigured the German troops marching into France into
Germanic warriors marauding Roman Gaul under Ariovistus. In his
mind's eye present events were endowed with the epic grandeur

'of events from the distant past. For Freytag this was not

illogical: the German soldiers of 1870 were the direct
descendants of the warriors of the first century, their
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essential character as Germans had changed very little over the
centuries: '

"Der Zusammenhang des Menschen, nicht nur mit seinen Zeit- A
genossen, auch mit seinen Vorfahren, und die geheimnisvolle £
Einwirkung derselben auf seine Seele und seinen Leib, auf
alle AuBerungen seiner Lebenskraft und auf sein Schicksal
waren mir seit meiner Jugend besonders bedeutsam erschienen," -

(4)
Freytag believed. that

Mo oodim letzten Grunde der Vorfahr in dem Enkel wieder lebendig -
wird.," (5)

The Germans of the first century were basically the same as the
Germans of the late nineteenth century;significantly the members
of the family in. 'Die. Ahnen' have roughly the same character in
each succeeding generation, illustrating the essential stability
of the. German national character. What changes there were, Freytag
regarded as minor aberrations brought about by the influence of
unfavourable circumstances.. Within the particular historical
setting of the .age the characters .of the novels were intended to
present various facets of the typical German.

The early Germans were seen by Freytag as the least corrupted
by circumstances and they stood as ideal figures, as examples of
an uninhibited expression of the German character. In his 'Bilder

.aus der deutschen Vergangenheit' Freytag describes the early

Germans as follows:

"Wo die Germanen ihr eigenes Leben gestalten, steht schranken-
lose Hingabe, ein hochst demokratischer Stolz neben der
duBersten Gebundenheit in der Gemeinde, eine geringe Festig-
keit des Staatszusammenhangs der Stammgenossen, die grofl-
artigste Opferung flir sittliche Ideen neben zu geringem
Intéresse an dem Vorteil der Allgemeinheit, trotzige Selbst-
willigkeit in Ubernahme von Pfllchten, schwache Ausbildung
aller Strafgesetze, aber ein ungemeines Gefiihl fiir Billigkeit,
Stolz g?ggn GroBere und. tiefe Verehrung vor altem Geschlechts-
adel," (6 :

Of 'all the novels the first volume 'Ingo and Ingraban' paints the

most consistently favourable picture of the Germans: they were

proud independent individualists with a highly developed sense
of justice and equality, they were ready to sacrifice themselves
for ideals and for the community. In 'Ingo and Ingrabah' the
picture of the life of the early Germans corresponds to this
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description: the tribe was the ideal democratic community, the -
King or Leader was democratically elected, he was a constitutional ;
monarch obliged by custom to rule in accordance with the express
wish of the people..'7 The relationship between the King and his
people was one of harmony.8 Decisions were arrived at by means

of public debate and a show of hands.9-The members of the tribe T
were upstanding fearless men who only served a cause if they
believed it to be just, service of one's leader was not an ideal

in itself.10 Freytag denied that the early Germans were submissive
to their overlords and insisted that their service was the

service of free men. Freytag believed that, contrary to what

_was generally thought, the early Germans had not been barbaric,

but generous, noble and humanewqj He defended his portrayal of
Ingo against criticisms that he had idealised the character of

the early Germans.qE.He_diddagree,uhowever, that, when the early

Germans committed themselves in service, fhen their submission
was total: '

"Doch merkwiirdig, diesem verh#ngnisvollen Freiheitsgefiinl
des Germanen stand gegeniiber eine Geneigtheit, sich
riicksichtslos anderen hinzugeben, die ebenfalls in sehr
eigentimlicher Weise hervorbrach. Es war die Hingabe an
Personen, entweder einseitig oder mit gegenseitiger :
Verpflichtung., Germanisch war bei diesem Verh#ltnis, daB
es freiwillig sein muBte... Die SelbstentduBerung, welche
sie forderte, die Treue, welche dabei geilibt wurde, war
Stolz und. Ehre des Sterblichen." (13)

Freytag detected the very same tendency in his contemporaries:

"Der Trieb zu lieben und zu verehren ist von unserem Volke
von je so unwiderstehlich gewesen, dafl die Deutschen sich
ein Objekt ihrer Hingabe erfinden miissen, wenn sie zufidllig
keins haben. Sie umgeben dann leicht den Erwidhlten mit aller

- Poesie ihres warmen Gemiits und ihnen ist alsdann léstig zu
priifen, ob das Original in Wahrheit ihrer Hingabe wert ist.
.oonoch jetzt ist dasselbe Gefiihl ebenso oft ein Quell
sittlicher Empfindungen als eines gedankenlosen Bedienten—
sinnes." (14) : ’

He regarded this feature of the German character as a fatal
weakness; it was, in his view, the psychological basis for the
uncritical admiration of.Bismaqu'so many contemporaries
indulged in:
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"Es ist recht charakteristisch fiir die guten warmherzigen
Deutschen, daBl die Popularitdt Bismarcks eine Hdéhe erreicht
hat wie wohl nie die eines deutschen Mannes. ... Alles Edle:
und GroBe wird ihm zugetraut und als selbstverstindlich
aus innerem Herzensbediirfnis in sein Wesen gelegt. Man merkt,
es liegt den Menschen weniger daran, einen Charakter genau
zu verstehen, als dem Drange zu lieben und zu verehren, ein
Objekt zu schaffen, ...Das ist so deutsch, $o dumm und so
kindsk6pfig rihrend. Es ist ein uralter Zug, unsere einge-

. gorene Schwiche." (15)

Against this Freytag wished to assert and give prominence to
other more positive features of the German character; he emphasised,
both in his 'Bilder' and in the novel 'Ingo and Ingraban' the

fearless independence of the early Germans, their deep love of

freedom and the democratic structure of the tribal community.

Such. figures. were meant.as deliberate.contrasts and as a
corrective to those aspects..of the German character which had
flourished under the. influence of Bismarck. Freytag hoped that
the reader would be inspired by his novel to imitate the virtues
portrayed., He confided to Stosch: .

"Soll ich Thnen aber méine stille Absicht dabei gestehen, so
war es die, ein Lesebuch zu schreiben, das einst unserer
Jugend die Art unseres Volkes wert machen soll." (416)

The emphasis given by Freytag t&x&emocratic virtues of his
Germanic heroes would appear to be motivated by the desire to
combat the stultifying influence of the Bismarck cult; he was
invoking the freedém-loving character of the early Germans against
the sﬁbservient and authoritatian character of many middle class -
Germans of his own day; who, Freytag felt, had fallen prey to
that powerful instinet, the urge to serve and admire at the
expense of a love of freedom and justice., To this limited extent
the novel could be described: as an anti-Bismarck novel, it sought
to reassert those liberal values which were threatened by the
Bismarck cult,

Part of this strategy is reflected in the treatment of great
historical personalities in 'Die Ahnen': the members of the
ruling caste, Kings and Emperors, are without exception portrayed
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in an unsympathetic-light: King Bisino is portrayed as a devious,
ruthless character 17 in contrast to Ingo, the free farmer. The :
same. juxtaposition is repeated throughout the series: the P
independence of the free farmer is contrasted with the oppressive 3
policies of the-Kings.183King Henry in the 'Nest der Zaunkdnige'

is depicted as a cold calculating man, similarly Emperor Frederick ~——

is portrayed without warmth, as is Albert of Hohenzollern.
Frederick William I, the.father of Frederick the Great is painted
in more positive colours, but it is clear that Freytag had too
many. reservations about the man to be enthusiastic, while his
portrait of Frederick the Great himself betrays his uneasy feeling
at the accumulation of absolute power in the hands..of one
individual. The .lesson for the reader is clear: distrust Kings and
other. hereditary leaders. The heroes of the novels are figﬁres
with a middle class or peasant back-ground, figures with which

the reader would. be able to identify himself, while the unfavourable .
portrayal of the ruling class figures would encourage readers

to adopt a similar hostile attitude to the aristocratic ruling
class in Bismafck's Germany. '

The'picture that Freytag gives in the last novel of the . ;
series 'Aus einer kleinen Stadt' (1880) of reconciliation between '
the aristocracy and the middle class united under the-banner of
liberalism 19 must have struck many a reader as distinctly other- .
worldly, so stark was the contrast with the real situation in - | !
which the aristocracy was still very much a privileged class in '
society, dominating the political and. social establiéhmeht, as
Freytag himself noted: |

"Es besteht gliicklicherweise bei uns kein offener Kampf

- zwischen Adel und Blrgertum, wohl aber ein stiller. Und wir
haben dafilir zu sorgen, daB der ProzeB der Verbindung der .
mittelalterlichen Sténde zu einheitlicher Nation ohne §
Gewaltsamkeit und ohne offene Fehde sich allmshlich vollziehe. |
Noch ist darin manches zu tun. Noch sind unsere Fiirsten |
erzogen und gewdhnt, sich vor allem als die Ersten des Adels |
zu betrachten, die hdchsten Stellen im Heer und Beamtentum _
sind fast ganz in den Hi&nden des Adels, der Hofdienst |

ausschliefilich, Nun sind unter Konig Wilhelm und dem jungen  ——

Kaiser die Anspriiche des Adels gestiegen. ...
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"Wenn unsere Regierung in den Ruf kommt, durch den Adel das

Volk regieren zu wollen, geht die Loyalit&t der Deutschen _
verloren und das monarchistische Regiment wird ihnen verleidet.:
Das ist die Gefahr. Und: deshalb muB der Staatsmann und jeder
Patriot auf diese wunde Stelle im Gefiihl der Nation genau
achten. Es sind: jetzt einige Anzeichen zu erkennen, daf dies
MiBtrauen zunimmt, und schon in naher Zukunft mag die
Regierung dariiber unangenehme Erfahrungen machen." (20)

Freytag seems to have been reluctant - or mnable - to accept that
the middle class and the aristocracy were well on the way to being
reconciled by the 1880'5 by a surrender on the part of the middle
.class“ofnits.liberal.idedlogy and the adoption of the feudal values
of the aristocracy. 'Die Ahnen' is a literary protest against the
influence of Bismarck on the political culture of the German

middle .class; the novels represent an attempt. to correct this
influenbe by the presentation of ideal figures in German history
embodying qualities that.were in contrast to those nurtured by
Bismarck. AgainstcheuBismarckian.ideals.of_service, obedience

and loyalty Freytag invoked .the ancient Germanic. ideals of freedom, '

. .Bismarck and his. influence on political values in Germany are,
thus, not expressly referred to in this cycle of novels; Freytag
had declined: to write novels about the contemporary social and
political scene in Germany under Bismarck, preferring to treat the
glories of the German past. The reality of the contemporaby
situation was far from elevating: the middle class had failed to

oust the aristocracy who continued to exercise effective political

power in Germany, the commercial middle class had plunged into an
ofgy_of financial speculation after 1870 in the period known as

the 'Grilinderjahre', fortunes were won and lost, the middle class
seemed more intent on making money than on creating a liberal
Germany. Freytag felt unable to write a novel about such conditions:

"Das Buch (Ingo und Ingraban) wird die Erwartung des groBen
Lesepublikums bitter enttiuschen, man forderte einen Roman
'Der Kaufmann', der wahrscheinlich gegen die modernen
Wuchergeschéfte Front machen sollte. So schmeichelBjaft dies
gute Zutrauen war, ich vermochte ihm diesmal nicht zu
entsprechen, " (215 '

The present offered little by way of positive inspiration. Freytag
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turned rather th a pést that was still intact, where the issues

were clear-cut and the middle class clearly on the ascent.

"Freytag schrieb diesen Romanzyklus in einem Augenblick, in
dem das Burgertum sich schon in einer allgemeinen Gesell-
schaftskrise aufldste., Die Werte, an die er glaubte,
zwangen ihn zum Geschichtsroman.™ (22)

His very real concern at the political development in the Bismarck
erg, particularly with regard to the middle class and its relation
to the aristocracy and Bismarck, was not expressed in a socially
critical novel, the issues were transposed into the past and dealt
with.ih historical guise. Freytag's dramatic polemic agdinst the
imperial purplé in 'Ingo und Ingraban' 25 for example reflects

his concern at the re-establishment of the imperial. title in 1871
which, he feared, would lead.to an increase in the power and
influence of the aristocracy. Rather than confront the middle
class with a negative picture of its present ills, Freytag chose
to depict positive heroes from the past in the hope that the reader:
would identify with them and thus reject the illiberal valueés of
Bismarck Germany.

_ Given the situation in the early 1880's Freytagfs attempt
was bound to be very much a rear-guard action in a battle that
Bismarck was winning. The liberal of the 1830's had found it easy

" to identify himself with the freedom-loving German peasant,

indeed, the freedoms and constitution of the early Germans were
invoked as precedents. By the end of the nineteenth century the i
situation had changed completély: now the formerly liberal middle
class tended to support Bismarck and had become conservative in
politics. The average member of the middle class was proud now,
not of his freedoms, his independence and his constitutional
rights, but of his loyal and obedient service to Emperor and
fatherland.24 Freytag's picture of the early Germans was pre-
Bismarck: in the 1880'3 and 90's readers took due note of the
nationalism in Freytag's novels, but were blind to the liberalism.
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V. Bismarck in the novel

Freytag saw himself very much as a mentor and preceptor of
the German middle class. The purpose of all his activities,

-whether as a writér, Jjournalist or political aétivist, was to

inculcate the middle class with a sense of its role in German;"
history and its destiny'in the present., The dramas and novels
Freytag wrote served the same purpose: to inspire the middle class

in its.crucial struggle with the aristocracy. His literary

strategy in this was always the same: he presented the reader
with a picture of reality in which the middle class. or peasant
hero was very largely a positive hero, while.members. of the
aristocracy tended to be .negative characters, that is, in so far
as .they had declined .to. adopt middle class walues. .'Die verlorene
Handschrift'(1864) written at the height of the constitutional
struggle in Prussia between Bismarck and the liberal-dominated
parliament, was Freytag's last vaguely contemporary novel,
thereafter he turned towards the historical novel, since it was
in the German past that he found. the positive heroes he required

~to sustain his literary strategy. In such a Strategy7there'was

no room for the contemporary socially critical novel and therefore
no place for a critical and detailed treatment of the question

of Bismarck and his influence on developments in Germany. Freytag
did, however, attempt to combat Bismarck's corrosive influence

on liberal values indirectly by presenting in his novels heroes
from the past whose allegiance was to the human values enshrihed
in constitutional liberalism.

P
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A. Spielhagen's life and political development.

Friedrich Spielhagen was born in Magdeburg on 24th February
1829, the fourth son of a Prussian civil servant, an engineer by
profession('kéniglicher Wasserbauinspektor')., The family moved to
Stralsund. on the Baltic coast when Spielhagen was six years old
and it was here that he spent his childhood. He attended the local
Gymnasium and took the Abitur in 1847, At an early age Spielhagen
developed a keen interest in literature and had soon decided
that he wanted to become a writer; he even edited a poetry sheet
at s.chool.'| His wide reading was virtually the only source of
intellectual stimulation, as the political atmosphere both at
home and in the town of Stralsund was very conse_rvative.2 He came
to admire the poetry of Freiligrath and Heine, attracted by what
he described as

",..den Duft des Modernen, des Aktuellen..., Ein prickelnder
Reiz, den zum Beispiel Uhlands Romantik gar nicht auf mich
ausiibte." (%)

Yet, it was not the political message as such that drew him to
these poets

"Die politische Leidenschaft schlummerte eben noch zu tief
in dem jugendlichen Busen." (4)

as a much more diffuse and heady enthusiasm for freedom - a '
characteristic of the political lyric of the 'Vorm#rz' period: -
which he shared with many young contemporaries. Not that freedom
was some abstract ideal for Spielhagen: his reading of E.M.Arndt's
'Erinnerungem aus dem HuBeren Leben'5 opened his eyes to the
appalling living and working conditions of farm workers and

their families('Katenleute') in Poﬁﬁérania, they were little
better than serfs,6 human beings condemned to be prisoners of a
social system that denied them human dignity and freedom.,
Spielhagen's own observations of conditions in rural Pommerania

~ confirmed what he had read and deeply offended his sense of

- justice, He was angered by the humorous idealised picture of life
on the land given by Fritz Reuter 4 and by the way in which
society at large complacently accepted such conditions.8
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: When_Spielhagen left Stralsund for Bonn in 1848 to study
law, he had no clearly formulated political philosophy, but he
already thought of himself as a republican: '

"In Ermangelung jeder realen politischen Anschauung bekannte
ich mich zu jener Freiheit, von der man um Himmelswillen
nicht zu sagen wiite, was man unter derselben versteht oder
mit ihr meint, und fiir deren fehlenden Begriff das Wort
Republik nicht immer zur rechten Zeit sich einstellt." (9)

A few weeks before his departure for Bonn revolution had
erupted in Paris and there had been demonstrations in Berlin, so
he decided to visit Berlin en route for Bonn, more out of
youthful curiosity than from any desire to take part in the
revolution:

"...wollte ich doCH meinen Anteil an der Berliner
Herrlibhkeit gehabt haben." (10) - '

as he later - somewhat cynically - recalled. He sympathised with
~the call for liberal constitutional reform, declaring himself
in favour of a republic, but he was repelled by the antics of
some of the revolutionaries:

"Erschienen mir die strahlend errelten Gesichter, denen man
auf Schritt und Tritt begegnete, nur als der Widerschein
der eigenen frohgemuten, gehobenen Stimmung, so machte die
Prahlhansigkeit, mit der ich Leute, die ich als die
friedlichsten Menschen von &r Welt kannte, sich vom Morgen
bis Abend:mit Flinten und S#beln schleppen sah, einen

' komischen, ja widerw#drtigen Eindruck, ...

Mein Gemiit schwankte unerquicklich zwischen Begeisterung
und Ernlichterung, Sympathie und Widerwillen.," %11)

Spielhagen did not stay long enough in Berlin to become involved
in revolutionary activities so that his experience of the
revolution -~ actual street-fighting did not occur until after
he had left for Bonn -~ brought no new appreciation of the role
of politics in sociefy. Spielhagen's memoirs give no hint that
the political and social aims of the 1848 Revolution were fully
grasped, indeed, his reaction seems to have been primarily one
of aesthetic horror:

"Und,..das nicht sowohl, weil ich das Zwecklose, ja :
Geféhrliche dieses Gebahrens durchschaut hitte, als, weil es
meinen Geschmack beleidigte, dem alles Ubertriebene von
jeher ein Greuel war." (12)

Spielhagen's understanding of the evenfs was not helped by his
abstruse discussions with Adalbert Mecklenburg, a friend who was
studying in Berlin at the time. Mecklenburg finally persuaded
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Spielhagen that the true republican should disassociate himgelf
from the revolution; those who took up arms against the
monarchy were, he claimed, in reality crypto~royalists:

"Ich(i.e. Mecklenburg) unterscheide also zwischen
wirklichen Republikanern und solchen, die es blo8
duBerlich und eigentlich Kryptoroyalisten sind. Die
letzteren erkennt man daran, daB sie das Kénigtum, den
Adel und was damit zusammenhsngt - ich meine in
Sonderheit das Pfaffentum - hassen, verabscheuen, ein
Kreuz davor schlagen, mit Stumpf und. Stiel ausrotten
méchten., Und eben dadurch: durch ihren HaB usw.beweisen,
daB sie im Grund. ihres Herzens von dem allen noch nicht
losgeldst haben, es fiir sie noch existiert - ich meine:
nicht bloB in der Wirklichkeit, die ja augenfillig und mit
Hénden greifbar ist, sondern : nicht augenfdllig, nicht
greifbar, in der Tiefe ihres Herzens, in der der ganze .
mittelalterliche Plunder noch seine saftigen, ungestbrten
Wurzeln hat, die eines schénen Tages bei anderem Wetter,
wenn der Wind. sich gedreht hat, auch wieder lustig
ausschlagen und die préchtigsten Blétter und Bliiten treiben
~werden." (13)

In Adalbert's view the true republican was the man who had
emancipated himself from belief in the legitimacy of existing
political institutions to such a degreé that they no longer
existed; indeed, to act as if they existed, for example, by
attempting to change the status quo, was to betray a despicable
lingering belief in the viability of the status quo.

"Dem wahrhaften kepublikaner...kann das nicht begegnen aus
dem einfachen Grunde, weil jene Herrschaften gar nicht
fir ihn existieren, weil sie fiir ihn nur Wahngebilde
armer schwacher Menschen sind." (14)

Adalbert was clearly a great philosopher, but hardly a man of
action. The revolution did not keep Spikelhagen in Berlin and he
soon left for Bonn,

Spielhagen stayed at Bonn university for three semesters,
studying first law and then, turning to his true interests,
philosophy and Greek literature.15 while he was at Bonn he
attended the trial of Ferdinand lLassalle at the Cologne assize
courts and. was impressed by Lassalle's defence of himself.16
He was also a member of the 'Frankonia' students' corporation
and this brought him into close contact with many politically
active radicals and revolutionaries, such as Kinkel and Schurz.
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Spielhagen, however, remained aloof, content to observe,17
although he later admitted that he had been intellectually
énd.emotionally involved in the revolutionary events of 1848,
even though he had not taken an active part.18 The news of
the uprising in Frankfurt in September 1849 in defence of
the Frankfurt Constitution prompted him to go to Frankfurt,
though again he did not become :i.nvolved'./|9 Spielhagen spent
his final year at university at Greifswald, without, however,
completing his studies.

After a year in the army, the compulsory 'Dienstjahr',
Spielhagen took a post as a tutor with the von Braun family at
Pustow on the island of Rﬁgen.zo He stayed here for two years, .
but, after an unhappy love-affair, left for Leipzig where, on the
advice of a friend Overbeck, he began'work on a doctoral thesis,
hoping on completion to enter the university as a Privatdozent.

21 induced him to try his hand at acting, bub
33
He

Lack of progress
his debut at Magdeburg(summer 1855) was a signal failure.
was therefore glad to accept the post of English teacher, arranged
for him by an English friend Robert Hall Wesley, at Dr. _
Hauschild's 'Modernes Gesamt-Gymnasium' in Leipzig, a private
school run on enlightened progressive lines. While he was at
Leipzig Spielhagen found time to write his first short story
‘Klara Vera'; he also translated American and English literature
into German 2h and had a number of essays on literary topics
published.25 'Klara Vera' was finally published in Hanover in

1857 by the same publisher who had commissioned Spielhagen's
translations.26 The publication of 'Klara Vera' prompted a
\eertain'Mr)IEhrenreich Eichholz, editor of the Hanover daily
'Zeitung fir Norddeutschland', to write to vpielhagen inviting
him to contribute a short story to the newspaper or to join the
newspaper as cultural editor(Feuilletonredakteur).27 Spielhagen
declined the offer of a post on the newspaper, but sent his

second short story 'Auf der Diine'. Eichholz decided not to

publish it on the'grounds that it was far too 'realistic'.28

It was at this time that Spielhagen began writing his first
full-length novel 'Problematische Naturen'.
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The spring of 1860 saw Spielhagen in Thuringia with the
army as an 'Einjéhrig-freiwilliger', he was offered a regular
commission but he declined_.29 When the year was up, he decided
against returning to teaching. at the Gymnasium in Leipzig( he had
had differences with the new headmaster) and resolved to try
his luck as a writer, since he had in the meantime finished the
first part of 'Problematische Naturen'. When it was published
in 1860, it was a best-seller. Spielhagen received an offer of )
the post of editor of Weber's 'Leipziger Illustrierte_Zeitung',jO
but he decided instead to accept the longstanding offer from
Eichholz to become literary editor of the 'Zeitung fur
l\Tor'ddeutschland.'.ﬁlI He moved to Hanover to take up his
appointment on 1st October 1860,

The unsettled nature of his life and his preoccupation with
literary and aesthetic matters had allowed for 1ig§1e
development of Spielhagen's interest in politics, a situation
which thé move to Hanover changed radically. Here, in the
5spezifisch politische Atmosphire’ 23 of the newspaper, he was
in daily contact with liberals and republicans,54 members of the
liberal 'Nationalverein'._35 He began to appreciate the supreme
importance of politics in sociéty, an insight that was henceforth
to have a profound influence on his literary work; his whole

_concept of the novel 'Problematische Naturen' - the first part

of which he had completed before moving to Hanover - was changed:

"Die urspriinglich einfache Aufgabe: die Geschichte einer
problematischen Natur zu erz8hlen, hatte sich mithin zu
der sehr viel komplizierteren erweitert: das Bild einer
Kultur zu entwerfen, aus welcher dergleichen Naturen mit
mehr oder weniger zwingender Notwendigkeit hervorgehen."(36)

The task was now to depict
", ..die Genesis der problematischen Naturen aus der

Misere des G6ffentlichen Lebens." (37)

‘an altogether much more COmplex and daunting undertaking:

"Gerade aber bei Abfassung dieses Romans, des ersten groBeren, :

den ich unternahm, war mir der innige Zusammenhang, in
welchem das Individuum mit der Gesamtheit steht, und auf
den ich friiher kaum geachtet hatte, zu klarem BewuBtsein
gekommen: die ungeheure Bedeutung des Milieu, wie man heute
sagen wiirde; die Erkenntnis, daB der Mensch nicht wie ein
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Meteorstein aus dem Himmel f&llt, sondern inmitten ganz

bestimmter familidrer, sozialer, dkonomischer, politischer
Bedingungen aufwdchst, die man verstehen muBl, wenn man

verstehen will, wie er denn nun gerade so und nicht anders

geworden ist. So war auch das Ende meines Romanhelden auf o
den Berliner Barrikaden der 48er Mirztage kein ' :
willkiirlicher, nur, um der Sache ein Ende zu machen, :
gewaltsam herbeigezogener, sondern der logische, mit dem

ersten Federstriche gesetzte Schlufl des Ganzen.," (58)

Yet such insights came too late for any radical reorganisation
of the structure and substance of the novel.59 |

While Spielhagen was at Hanover his vague and till then
largely latent republicam views matured into a more coherent
political philosophy%ospeaking of himself in the third person

-he described his hatred of autocracy: .

"Er war ein geborener Tyrannenhasser, Hasser alles dessen,

was nach Autokratie schmeckt. So war nicht der einzelne
Adelige, der vielleicht sein lieber Freund war, wohl aber -
die Adels-Institution als solche ihm griindlich widerwirtig. (41
DaB die Republik die Panacee fiir alle sozialen Schéden sei, '
glaubte er keinen Augenblick, dennoch sah ér in ihr die
einzige eines miindigen Volkes wiirdige Staatsform." (42)

Hig political position at this time(1861) hﬁﬁescribed as that
of radical republican:

"Alles in allem war sein politisch-religitses Programm das
des linkesten Fliigels der Radikalen der Paulskirche von - P
1848," (43) '

In October 1862 Spielhagen moved to Berlin where he founded
and edited a weekly called the 'Deutsche Wochenschrift'.** As
the constitutional conflict between Bismarck and the liberal
majority in the Prussian House of Representativés('Abgeordneten-
haus') already dominated the political scene, it was natural that
Spielhagen, as a radical, should take an anti-Junker and anti-
Bismarck line,45 although Spielhagen was himself mainly
concerned with the literary content of the magazine. He regarded
literature as a force which was able to transcend the party
political arena and portray what he referred to as

",..die ewigen Wahrheiten des Menschenlebens." (46)
in theé context of contemporary society. The writer's task was
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to hold up a mirror to the society of his time and thus reflect
society in all its aspects in the novel., Spielhagen believed
that the act of confronting the reader through the medium of
the novel with a panoramic picture of society would make the
reader more aware politically and socially, it was a means of
educating the nation.q"7 -With characteristic confidence he
regarded the demands of radical liberalism - represented by the
left-wing of the Progressive Party - as the self-evident
legitimate political expression of the basic 'Wahrheiten des .
Menschenlebens' to which it was the task of the writer to give
expression: _ '

"Wir wollen der hohen Wiirde der Dichtkunst nicht vergessen.

Wir wollen aus dém reinen Gold der Poesie kein politisches

Kapital sclilagen, wenn wir es nicht kdénnen, ohne dariiber

zum Falschmiinzer zu werden; wir wollen nicht vergessen, daB

wir jeder Partei, die es ehrlich meint, und vor allem der

Partei, zu der wir uns bekennen, am besten dienen, wenn wir

die ewigen Wahrheiten, die des Menschenlebens eigentlicher
Inhalt und Gehalt sind, zum mdglichst vollendeten Ausdruck.

" bringen; und wenn je einmal unsere Hand vor leidenschaftlicher .

politischer Erregung zittern sollte, so wollen wir wieder
und wieder auf die Heroen unserer Dichtkunst weisen, immer
- wieder daran erinnern, daf nur, wenn wir die leuchtenden
Spuren dieser verfolgen, die filr alle Zeit gelebt haben,
der wahre und rechte Fortschritt mdglich ist." (48)

In his early years in Berlin Spielhagen also edited the 'Sonntags-
blatt flir Jedermann aus dem Volke'?9 He declined the offer of
post of cultural and literary editor (Feuilletonredakteur) on

the leading liberal newspaper in Berlin, the 'Nationalzdbung',
probably because he did not wish to get too deeply involved

in journalism and wished to have time to write novels.

Spielhagen lived a full sociad; life, associating with many
of the leading figures in the Berlin society of the '1860'5,51
particularly prominent members of the Progressive Party such as
Waldeck, Twesten, wae—Calbe52, Virchow, Lasker and Duncker., 22
He was, therefore, weil_placed to observe contemporary
bourgeois society. He frequently sounded out his political
friends on the issues of the day and would have taken part in
the wide-ranging discussions of political and social questions,
so that he was able to gain a fairly accurate and comprehensive
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picture of the various points of view within the liberal
middle class. More importantly it meant that the picture of
society he painted in his novels, the ideas and attitudes he
depicted, were the result of careful observation, not the
product of his own imagination.54’ The political and social
developments depicted in Spielhagen's novels were invariably
experienced by him at first—hand.55 In the 1860's he
published two full-scale novels 'Die von Hohenstein'(1864) and
'In Reih und Glied'(1867). |

Spielhagen shared with his liberal and republican
contemporaries the hope that Germany would be. united .in his
life-time and therefore welcomed the. unification of the German
states in 1871} at the same time he was aware that Bismarck who
was a Junker and committed to conservative policies might
exploit his prestige and newly won authority as founder of the

German Empire to consolidate the political power of the

Junker dominated establishment in Prussia and foil attempts by
liberals to invest the German parliament (Reichstag) with real
political power,”°
subsequent develobments. The National Liberals had.hoped to
gain liberal concessions from Bismarck by co-operating with him
and making themselves indispensable. Spielhageh recognised that
in practice they were unable to check Bismarck in vital matters
or block his exercise of power, let alone wrest liberal measures

Such fears were proved justified by

from him that would lead to a parliamentarisation of the system.57
In Spielhagen's view the National Liberals allowed themselves to

be too easily intimidated by Bismarck's power and achievement.58
His criticism of the National Liberals and his consistently
radical, frequently anti-Bismarck stance soon isolated him from the
mainstream of liberal politicslin Bismarckian Germany:

"Die Aufrichtung des Deutschen Reiches, die auch er(i.e.
Spielhagen, referring to himself in the third person) mit
Freuden begriit, war Vielen eine Abschlagszahlung gewesen,
flir die die willig einen betrédchtlichen Posten von der
liberalen Rechnung, die sie einstmals der Regierun
prédsentiert hatten, streichen zu dirfen glaubten, %55) Da
er von diesem Abstrich nichts wissen wollte, vielmehr der
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"Meinung war, es habe das Volk, das mit Strdmen seines
Blutes den Einheitsbau gekittet, jetzt doppelt und dreifach
das Recht, die Einrichtung im Innern nach seinen Wiinschen
und Bediirfnissen zu treffen, und er diese Uberzeugung, wie e
er es gewohnt, mit Freimut nachdriicklich augsprach, gelangte .

er in den Ruf eines Mannes, der, wie er nichts vergessen, i
so auch nichts gelernt habe." (60)

Radical and republican opinion had no choice, however - $o
Spielhagen felt - but to accept the structure of the Germany

Bismarck had created, albeit reluctantly, as the basis for

evolution:

"Was 1866 begonnen, vollendete 70-71; Deutschland als kompakte
Weltmacht war geschaffen. Gar nicht so, wie die Ideologen

es gewlinscht und getriumt., Was blieb ihnen ibrig, als sich

in die ver#dnderten Verhiltnisse wenigstens #uBerlich zu
schicken, Im Herzen Groll und MiBmut bewahrend., Nur ganz
Geschmeidige unter ihnen brachten es fertig, mit den
leitenden Mannern der neuen Zeit eine intime Fuhlung zu

gewinnen." (61) : S,

Beneath the superficial geographical and political unity that
Bismarck had so dramatically given Germany, Spielhagen saw deep
ideological divisions being created: he saw a gullf set between the
older and the younger generation in German society, between the
generation that had matured in the struggle for liberal ideas

and the generation that appeared to have no political beliefs

other than admiration for Bismarck and his highly successful
'Realpolitik':

"Der Krieg von 18@0 muBite kommen, die Mainlinie wenigstens
aus der politischen Geographie Deutschlands zu entfernen.
Aber sehr viel fehlte daran, daB auch die Herzen und die
Seelen sich gefunden hiétten. Denn hier bildete sich nicht
etwa ein Strom die Grenze; zwischen ihnen klaffte ein viel
tieferer Rif; und der keineswegs zu lokalisieren, sondern
hic et ubique war, Da gab es einen #lteren Stamm von Leuten,
die der groBe Napoleon als Ideologen bezeichnet haben wiirde;
einen anderen jlingeren, der sich lieber von praktischen
Gesichtspunkten leiten lieB, und als dessen representative
man ~ obgleich er dem Lebensalter nach zu der ersten
Kategorie gehbrte -~ man Bismarck nehmen darf. Jene waren
durch die Schule Kants und Hegels gegangen; verehrten in,
Goethe und Schiller die niemals zu tibertreffenden Dioskuren;
waren auf Mozart und Beethoven eingeschworen; politisch in
ihrer Gesinnung Republikaner und nicht wenige von ihnen
hatten 1848 ihre Doktrin praktisch betitigt; immer bereit,
fir jede Emanzipation einzutreten - die der Juden nicht in
letzter Linie. ... Desto leichter fanden sich die Jiingeren
in die so griindlich verdnderten Verhiltnisse, in welche die
noch Jiungeren ja erst hineingeboren wurden, um in ihnen
aufzuwachsen. Von Ideologie war bei ihnen wenig mehr zu spiiren.
Die Welt war ein Auster, die es zu 6ffnen galt. Erfolg wurde
Trumpf." (62)
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' Spielhagen followed the demise of liberalism, both as a political

force and as a philosophy, in the Bismarck era with great
concern., Bismarck's break with the liberals in 1879 and the
subsequent split in the National Liberal Party finally
destroyed the hopes of many liberals of achieving liberal
institutions in Germany. In the 1880's Spielhagen had serious
doubts about the opposition of the radical liberals to Bismarck's
welfare legislation and deplored. liberal indifference to the _
so-called 'social question', that is the containment of the
emerging working class within bourgeois capitalist society. In
the 1870's Spielhagen had been generally unsympathetic to the
socialist parties, since socialism had declared itself to be a
revolutidnary;movement and Spielhagen was opposed to revolution.
The dramatic rise during the 1870's and 80's of the socialist
party, the Social Democratic Party as the political organisation
of the working class6;'f_due amongst other things to the

 failure of the liberals to represent the interests of the lower

64

orders - reflected the rapid creation of an urban and

~ industrial proletariat in Germany, as industrialisation

proceeded apace in the last quarter of the nineteenth century.
Spielhagen followed these developments closely and was able to
observe for himself the conditions of the'working class in
Berlin. He had always been aware that social conditions could
imprison human beings, depriving them of basic freedbms; now,

in the 1880's , recognising the plight of the vast mass of _
working class people, Spielhagen became more sympathetic to the
demands of the Social Democratic Party,65 while still objecting
to the revolutionary doctrines of the party. He hoped that the
upper class in German society could be persuaded to reform

gsociety from above.66

The radical liberal party('Freisinn') with which Spielhagén
had been most closely associated for most of his political life
remained strictly in favour of laissez faire economic and social
policies and opposed Bismarck's social legislation as
unwarranted state'intervéntion. Spielhagén was appalled by what
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he interpréted as a callous lack of 6oncern for the welfare of
the working class: '

"Aber mit dem leichten, fréhlichen Manchestertum ist es
vorbei, unwiederbringlich vorbei. Es war vielleicht
Bismarcks groBte Tat, daB er das erkannte." (67)

Spielhagen supported Bismarck's social législation because it
reflected his hope that the upper class would reform society
from above and make revolution less likely:

"...denn triigen nicht alle Zeichen, so ndhern wir uns immer
mehr einer Zeit - und stehen vielleicht schon mit einem
FuBie in ihr - welche ihre Ziele nur erreichen kann dadurch,
dafl sie das Individuelle dem Generellen opfert, oder &s -
doch nur so weit gelten 188%t, als es sich noch tauglich
erweist, dem letzteren zu dienen." (68)

His criticism of the radical liberals in.this matter isolated him
from many of his close political friends. '

In the course of the 1890's Spielhagen's sympathies with
the political as well as the social demands of the Social
Democratic Party grew, although he still found it difficult to
accept the revolutidnary doctrine which was at this time still
a prominent feature of socialism in Germany:

"So nennen Sie mich meinetwegen einen Sozialisten. Ich werde
nicht widersprechen, Ich bin es, je mehr ich iiber die
Menschheit und die Zukunft meines Volkes sinne, immer
bewuBter und deutlicher geworden - wenn ich mich auch zu
der Partei, die diesen Namen tré#gt, wohl nicht bekennen
darf, weil sie mit der Okonomischen Reform, die notwendig
und unvermeidlich ist, allerhand leere und utopische
Schrullen verquickt, die nur verwirren." (69)

By the end of the decade Spielhagen seems to.have overcome his
earlier reservations, he gave the following extremely positive
account of the political demands of the socialists:

"Mdgen, sagen sie(i.e. the socialists), der Wunderglaube, den
ihr Religion nennt; eure monarchisch-konstitutionelle
Regierung(2Q); eure kapitalistische Wirtschaft friiher
immerhin, weil sie den Verh#dltnissen entsprachen, zu
‘Recht bestanden haben - heute sind sie schreiendes Unrecht.
Bure Religion zwingt uns zum Austritt aus der Kirche, oder
macht uns zu Heuchlern; euer Kdnigtum von Gottes Gnaden
mit seiner feudalen Gefolgschaft(71) und seiner Beamten-
hierarchie ist ein trauriger Anarchismus in den Augen eines
mimdigen Volkes, das sich selbst zu regieren gelernt hat;
eure Wirtschaftstheorie und Praxis liefert Millionen, die
denselben Anspruch wie ihr, auf ein menschenwiirdiges Dasein
haben, rettungslos dem Proletariat und seinen fiirchterlichen
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"Folgen aus. So denn, da eure Institutionen offenbar den
aktuellen Verhdltnissen nicht mehr gewachsen sind, ja, ihnen
Hohn sprechen, miissen sie fallen und dem sozialdemokratischen
Gemeinwesen Platz machen, als der den jetzigen Kultur— i

zusténden der Menschheit einzig und allein homogenen Form."(72)? -
Spielhagen believed that the Social Democratic Party was :
developing into a party of radical social reform by parliamentary,

not revolutionary, means, to such a party he gavehis whole-hearted T

support.’” He hoped that liberals and socialists would

combine to make a concerted effort to implement parliamentary
government and state socialism.74 This was a view that was
increasingly subscribed to in left-wing liberal circles: Theodor
Barth, the editor of the liberal 'Die Nation' , for example,
advocated such an alliance, as did the historian Theodor
Mommsen;75 Spielhagen summed up his political development

in the following way: |

"Alles in allem war sein politisch-religidses Programm das

des linkesten Fliigels der Radikalen der Paulskirche von

1848, modifiziert durch die Erfahrungen eines halben
Jahrhunderts, die ihn aber nicht weiter nach rechts, sondern
nach links gedréingt hatten, so weit, daB er mit den
Sozialdemokraten die bestehende staatliche und wirtschaftliche
Ordnung ohne die einschneidendsten Verdnderungen auf die
Dauer fiir unhaltbar ansah." (76)

Spielhagen turned to the socialist party out of a deep sense of
disillusioh with the culture and moral values of the middle class
in Bismarckian Germany; he viewed the situation in Germany at
the. turn of the century with deep pessimism, a pessimism that
was, however, paradoxically balanced by a faith in ultimate
progress towards a Jjuster social order:

"Is mag ja sein -~ daB wir erst griindliche Materialisten werden,
gesteigertes Streber~ und Junkertum, den Imperialismus und
seinen greulichen Begleiter: den Byzantismus in den Kauf
nehmen muften, bevor sich der Deutsche auf sein Bestes, auf
das, was ihm den Vorrang unter allen Nationen garantiert:
seinen hochherzigen, weltbiirgerlichen Idealismus wieder
besinnen und aus dem Traumland von frither in sonnenhelle
Wirklichkeit hiniiberretten konnte." (77)

He never lost faith in the ultimate realisation of his political
and social ideals, as the heroine of his last novel puts it:

"So ward ich zum zweitenmal Sozialdemokratin und bin es
geblieben; keine Utopistin, aber lebend und, ich denke,
sterbend in der Uberzeugung, dafl eine Zeit kommt und wohl
schon angebrochen ist, in der eine rein menschliche, von
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"keiner Offenbarung und keinem Dogma beschrinkte
Wissenschaft mit den Uberresten mittelalterlicher
Pféafferei und feudaler Herrlichkeit, wie pomphaft sie sich
auch noch heute spreizen und wieviel geistesdumpfe Horige
vor ihnen knieen, aufrdumen und das einzig menschenwiirdige
Ideal: alles durch das Volk und alles fiir das Volk zur
Wirklichkeit machen wird, soweit die Unvollkommenheit es

zuldBt, die nun eihmal ailem Menschlichen ewig anhaftet."(78)

Spielhagen died on 25th February 1911.




B.

Spielhagen's view of the role of literature
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B, Spielhagen's view of 1iterature=tﬁe Séépé of the novel:

It was Spielhagen's study of Greek literature and civilisation
while he was at Bonn 1 that laid the foundations for his concept
of the nature and function of epic literature.2 1he modern
nbvel, he telt, should be modelled on the Greek epic with
appropriate modifications | '

",,.die poetische Wiedergabe..., die ich in keinem anderen :
Lichte sah, als in dem fiir unsere modernen Zwecke modéfizierten
der klassischen Dichtung." (3) . :

if it were to claim.to be a work of art, since it was, as
Spielhagen believed, in the Greek epic that the unchanging nature
of the epic had most perfectly manifested itself, a conclusion that
he had reached under the inflﬁence of his study of Wilhelm von
Humboldt's aesthetic writings: | -

"Hier fand ich das von einem feinsten Geiste in seiner
héchsten Reinheit erfaBte Schema der griechischen Poesie
angewandt auf ein modernes Poem, das heiRt also: an einem
bestimmten Fall die Mdglichkeit dessen nachgewiesen, was ich
als Postulat in Zukunft fiir mich selbst erstrebte: als ein
Biirger unserer Zeit dichten mu kdénnen, ohne der Sonne Homers
den Riicken zu kehren., Nachdem ich einmal diesen Grundgedanken
des genialen Werkes mir zu eigen gemacht, wurde mir das
andere,,.spielend leicht." (&

It was in particular the concept of totality that Spielhagen took b
to be the distinguishing feature of the epic, and thus of the
novel:

"Die Erkemntnis, daB das zu Erstrebende und wombglich zu
Erringende ein Gewaltiges sei, da ich nicht mehr und nicht
weniger darunter verstand als das ganze moderne Leben, welches
ich erfaBt und begriffen haben miisse, bevor ich an die
poetische Wiedergabe denken diirfe..." (5)

The novel should, thus, be concerned to present to the reader
'die Menschheit in ihrer Totalitét'6 and give a total, panoramic
picture of contemporary society:

"Der Roman hat es weniger auf eine mdglichst interessante
Handlung abzusehen, als auf eine mdglichst vollkommene
Ubersicht der Breite und Weite des Menschenlebens." (7)

The novel was the only literary form_capable of encompassing all
aspects of contemporary life in one vast panorama:

"Denn ich sah in der Aufgabe des Dramas, wie Shakespeare sie P
definiert('dem Jahrhundert und Korper der Zeit den Abdruck
seiner Gestalt zu zeigen') auch die des Romans, als eines
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"GeféBes, gro und solide genug, sdmtliche Strémungen des
aktuellen Lebens in sich aufzunehmen." (8)

While Spielhagen would not claim to be original in his understanding
of the role of the novel(despite his references to Humboldt's
aesthetic ideas) - the idea of the panoramiq novel was fairly

common currency in the 1840's and 50's in Germany9 - he made the

. most valiant attempts at carrying out what was a daunting task for

any novelist: o depict

"..,.die Menschheit...als ganzes, in Zusammenhang mit, in der
Abhéngigkeit von der Natur, in der Bedingtheit von den
Kultur- und sonstigen Verhdltnissen, die in dem betreffenden
Volke in der bestimmten Epoche die herrschenden waren." (10)
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b. The place of politics in the novel

Spielhagen had already decided before he moved to Hanover
that the modern novel should present a tbdtal picture of
contemporary society, but, as his first full-length novel
indicated, he was still far from clear as to the implications
of such an understanding of the scope of the novel., It was his
stay at Hanover with its close contact and involvement in liberal
politics that convinced him of the importance of including
political and social issues in the novel. His first novel
'Problematische Naturen', written while he was still at Leipzig,
certainly gave a broad. picture of provincial German society in the
decade prior to the 1848 revolution, but it was still very much a
tale of adventure.and intrigue with little treatment of political -
and social developments in the péribd;'His second novel 'Die von
Hohenstein', conceived in Hanover and finished in Berlin, was by
contrast first and foremost a political 'Zeitroman', dealing
with the 1848 Revolution in ]5‘1:~a1r1kfur’0.ll/I Spielhagen wanted
passionately to influence the course of events in society12 in
line with his own republican ideals and he regarded the novel
as the best means of communicating with the public.15 The
treatment of political and social issues was for Spielhagen an
integral part of the brief of the modern pfogressive writer:

"Von der 'Grauen Hexe Politik' zu sprechen ist jetzt
landléufig...als ob es nicht hochste Pflicht und
freudigster Stolz des vollen Menschen widre, fiir die
Gesamtheit, der ihm das Schicksal zugeteilt hat, nach
besten Kriften zu sinnen und zu schaffen." (14)

Spielhagen rejected F,T.Vischer's view that the novel should
above all deal with the fate of an individual, as in the
traditional 'Bildungsroman'; Spielhagen felt that the fate of
nations was no less important and was, therefore, an appropriate
theme for the modern novel: '

"Tch halte(im Gegensatz zu Vischer) dafiir, daB das grofte
Schauspiel, n8mlich eine Darstellung - nicht bloB des
Wahnsinns, das in den Widersprichen der Subjektivitdt liegt,
sondern des Wahnsinns des 6ffentlichen Lebens, der
Geschichte, des Staates allerdings und zwar recht
eigentlich auch in den Roman gehdrt." (15)

In Spielhagen's view the modern writer had a moral responsibility
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to include social and political issues in the novel, since this
was the particular contribution the writer made to the
intellectual education of the nation, in Spielhagen's view an
integral part of the writer's duty to society:

"Nein, wie wir nun einmal sind, wir kdénnen nicht mehr in
Zauberpaldsten auf stillen Geisterinseln mit Wesen wohnen,

deren verklidrte oder halbverklarte Leiber keine staatlich- S —
politische Kleider und Falten umgeben. ..." (16) :

Spielhagen criticised Goethe for not allowing his heroes to enter

",..die Sphire des handelnden politischen Lebens, des
politischen Lebens, welches ‘das unverduflerliches Gebiet
der Tragddie grofien Stils von den Persern des Aschylus
bis auf Schillers Wallenstein gewesen ist und in alle
Ewigkeit bleiben wird." (17)

The expression and discussion of political issues at length in
the novel - especially views as radical as those expressed in
Spielhagen's novels - was regarded by many contemporaries as an
offence against objectivity as well as being highly unpoetic.
Spielhagen was frequently accused of being partial; Behr dubs
him a 'Partéidichter'18 while Meyer dismisses his novels as
'verhaltene Pzau:'lamentsreden'.'/|9 Spielhagen defended the
inclusion of political issues in the novel:

"Es ist nicht wahr, daB der Roman vor der Politik Halt machen
muf3, weil es nicht mdglich sei, in der politischen

Sphére die dichterische Objektivitdt zu bewahren., Die

kann man auch in anderen Sphéren ebenso gut verlieren,
vorausgesetzt, daB man iiberhaupt welche zu verlieren hat."(20)

He was well aware that objectivity of content( as opposed to
objectivity of form upon which he always insisted)21 was in
practice limited by a large number of féctors, such as the
experience of the writer, his intellectual development, his
political and philosophical views,>> but he felt that the

writer should strive to be objective, describe reality as he
honestly sees it.23 He gave the following piece of advice to
critics when examining the work of an author and distinguished
clearly between the two types of objectivity, of form and content:

"Das Geschaft(des Kritikers)(hat) zu untersuchen und
festzustellen, erstens: wie weit der Horizont des Menschen-
treibens ist, welches der Blick des Dichters umfaBt; zweitens:
ob er diesen Kreis bis zu seiner Peripherie nach allen
Richtungen mit einer reichen wohlgegliederten Fabel
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"gleichsam bedeckt hat; drittens: ob er dies mit den
legitimen epischen Mitteln zustande gebracht hat, d.h.
dadurch, daB er uns nur handelnde Menschen vorfihrt in ihrer
Bedinpgtheit durch ihre gesellschaftliche und. physische '
Umgebung... viertens und letztens: wie weit mit dieser R
rein technischen und im engeren Sinne poetischen Objektivitdt !
der nach allseitiger Billigkeit strebenden Darstellung Hand '
in Hand geht; oder anders ausgedriickt, ob der Dichter im

schlimmen und gemeinen Sinne tendenzils ist, oder nur soweit B

jeder moderne Epiker ist, weil er nichts anderes als seine
subjektive Auffassung zur Darstellung brlngen kann." (24)

Spielhagen tended to regard it, therefore, not only as inevitable
that a writer would have a certain bias, but as desirable that the
writer should have a point of view: he compared 'tendenzids im '
schlimmen.Sinne'25 with 'tendenzids im guten Sinne':

"Im guten Sinne muB er(i.e. the writer) es nach meiner
Meinung némlich immer sein, -d.h. er muBl. immer, weil er gar
nicht anders kann, auf einem bestimmbten Standpunkt stehen.
Und wohl ihm, und wohl seinen Lesern, je fester er auf diesem
Standpunkt steht und freilich auch, je héher dieser
Standpunkt ist. Aber das Letztere - die HOhe des Standpunktes -
sollte ihm immer erst in zweiter Linie kiimmern, deshalb, well
die Fundamentalbedingungen im Leben und in der Kunst-ist,
iiberhaupt einen Standpunkt einnehmen, sich auf einen
Standpunkt festhalten zu konnen, Wer die Welt kennt, weil,
wie selten diese Kraft gefunden wird, die man von Jedem zu
fordern glaubt." (26)

The novel represents the individual writer's attempt to come to
terms with the problems and issues with which he is trying to

-deal, 27 and for Spielhagen with his concern for totality these

issues were predominantly social and political.

As Spielhagen observed the middle class turn its back on the
humanitarian and liberal culture of the early nineteenth century,

‘his conviction that the writer had a moral obligation to raise his

voice in defence of ideal values became all the firmer. He felt
that the writer was the guardian of such values and should protest
at the denigration of liberal, democratic and humane values.28
Spielhagen's novels reflect, therefore, both his own views on
specific problems, albeit obliquely29 as well as his presentation
of typical individuals and opinions of the time.30 Sometimes

his own indecision is reflected by a sympathetic drawing of two

opposite points of view.
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C. Bismarck in the novels of Spielhagen

Bismarck does not appear as a character in any of Spielhagen's
novels,1 but Spielhagen was not primarily interested in the
personality and character of Bismarck as in his influence on the
political and intellectual development in Germany. The demise of
liberal values and the emergence of new, less idealistic attitudes
in the post-1871 era were trends which Spielhagen attributed
directly to Bismarck's example; for Spielhagen's purpose - and it
was with such trends that he was mainly concerned -~ discussion of
Bismarck was more relevant than the actual appearance of the man
in any.novel.2 Bismarck and his policies and influence are
discusséd.by characters, sometimes at great length; these
discussions serve two purposes: +they give Spielhagen the
opportunity to approach the problem of Bismarck from a number of
directions and arrange a confrontation of points of view, and thus
to reflect contemporary discussion of Bismarck. The spectrum of
views given by Spielhagen in his 'account' of contemporary
discussion is much broader than most middle class liberals of
the time would have thought necessary, given Spielhagen's own
political radicalism, he saw fit to include - and give greater

prominence to - radical liberal and socialist criticism of Bismarck.

Certain characters reflect Spielhagen's own views and contribution
to the Bismarck debate, usually such characters are radical or
progressive liberals who maintained a systematic opposition to
Bismarck throughout his career as Chancellor. Spielhagen was thus
able, guite legitimately, to express his own views while
apparently giving an account of a typical radical liberal.
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I : The novels of the 1870's.

a. Tn Reih' und Glied.(1866)°

The action of the novel centres on the attempt by the hero
Leo Gutmann to set up state-financed factories by seeking support
for such a scheme from the Prince Regent; Gutmann's plan founders
when hostile conservatives intrigue against him and the Prince
withdraws his support. He. is finally'killed in a duel with a
Junker Henri von Tuchheim. Most of the important figures in the
novel are modelled on contemporary persons:4 Leo Gutmann is
modelled on the working-class leader Ferdinand Lassalle,5 while
Henri von.Tuchheim is a thinly disguised portrait of Bismarck.
The .plot was inspired by Lassalle's approaches to Bismarck in 1863:
he was prepared to enter into an alliance with Bismarck to
support the political status Quo if Bismarck would in return agree
to the setting-up of state factories( or national workshops, as they
were known in France) and the granting of universal male suffrage.
It was to be an alliance of the proletariat and the monarchy
against the liberal and capitalist middle class which, in the
constitutional struggle of the early 41860's in Prussia, seemeé
about to force through the introduction of parliamentary
government, a step that would have meant the control of the state
by the liberal bourgeoisie.7 Nothing, however, came of the plan.

Tuchheim alias Bismarck plays no major role in the action
of the novel except to shoot Gutmann alias Lassalle at the end.
Tuchheim appears early on in the novel as adviser to the Prince
Regent(alias William I), but he is not recognisable as Bismarck,
only towards the conclusion of the novel does he emerge more
clearly as Bismarck., It is possible that, since the novel was
completed towards the end of 1866, the events of the latter half
of that momentous year in German history - with the defeat of
Austria, the ending of the bitter constitutional struggle in
Prussia and the setting-up of a north German state dominated by
a much enlarged Prussia - opened Spielhagen's eyes to the
importance of Bismarck for the future, both in Germany and in
Europe, and that he therefore decided to develop the figure of
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Tuchheim into a Bismarck-like figure in the remaining sections of
the novel. The picture Spielhagen paints of Bismarck in the
character of Tuchheim is necessarily coloured by his interpretation .
of Bismarck's role in the events already referred to: two main
features stand out: Bismarck is seen, and portrayed, as a wily
statesman with far-reaching plans for the future of Prussia and
Germany, he is also seen as:botentially very dangerous man for

whom ends supremely justify ruthless means.

Tuchheim, like Bismarck a Junker, is adviser to the Prince
Regent; he has ambitions for a powerful Prussia and a united
Germany: .

"Konigliche Hoheit kennen ja mein Programm von dem, was
geschelien muB, wenn unserem Stdate dié politische Macht-
stellung werden soll, die ihm geblihrt." (8)

When the Prince Regent, ruling on behalf of his sick father,
aks Tuchheim for his advice regarding the political situation,

Tuchheim recommends war:

"Ein zum Kampf geriistetes, in den Kampf ziehendes Heer, das
heiBt: Eure konigliche Hoheit an der Spitze dieses Heeres;

Bure konigliche Hoheit einmal an der Spitze eines

kampflustigen und ~ woran ich nicht zweifle - siegreich
zuriickkehrenden Heeres, das heiBt: Abdankung des Konigs and
konigliche Hoheit als Protektor des Reiches." (9) b

Tuchheim recommends a dangerous course of action fraught with
risks that could end in disaster, but his purpose is clear: to
achieve by military means what cannot be achieved by diplomatic
means and to exploit success on the battle-field to create a
united Empire. The Prince has reservations, he is reluctant to
take military action against his 'flirstlichen Brider' and set
himself up over them as 'Protektor des Reichs'./IO Tuchheim has
nothing but contempt for such scruples

"Uber Henris Gesicht flog ein Lécheln bitterster
Verachtung." (11)

He despises the Rrince's lack of pblitical ambition:

"Jnd einen solchen Mann muBte man seinen gniddigsten Herrn
nennen, muBte auf ihn alle Hoffnungen einer grofien
staatsménnischen Zukunft setzen!" (12)

Tuchheim is portrayed as a statesman with dangerously ambitious —_—
plans for the future, as a man bound by no moral code or respect
for traditional dynastic allegiances when they become obstacles
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to his plans for a united Germany, a man who is prepared to go to
achieve his ends, a man ruthless in his exploitation of others.
Tuchheim's cHynical contempt for the Prince is overdrawn in the
novel, but the trait - one of Bismarck's most objectionable - o
remains accurately observed,

While preparing for the duel with Tuchheim, Gutmann says of
his opponent in conversation with his seconder Marquis de Sade(sic):

".esich behaupte, dieser Mann wird binnen wenlger Hahre der
Lenker unserer Geschicke sein." (13) _

making it clear to the reader that this .Tuchheim is really Bismarck.
The relationship between William I of Prussia and Bismarck, that

is to say between the Prince Regent .and. Tuchheim, is neatly
sketched in against the background of events from the late 1850's
when William, as Prince Regent, introduced certain liberal

reforms( the 'Neue Ara' 1858),to the appointment of Bismarck as
Prime Minister:

"Der Prinz wird seine paar liberalen Trﬁmpfe bald genug
ausgespielt haben, und dann muB er immer einem Manne, wie
Henri, der ihm durch seine Festigkeit imponiert und der vor
keinem Mittel zuriickschrickt, in die Hénde fallen." (14)

The character sketch is rounded off by Gubtmann's predictions for
the future:

"Henri von Tuchheim ist kein verdchtlicher Gegner. Ich schiefle
in ihm einen Mann tot, der aller Wahrscheinlichkeit nach,
wiirde er noch am Leben bleiben, meinem Vaterlande, ja
vielleicht Europa noch viel Blut und Trénen kosten wird," (15)

The irony of the statement is that Gutmann is kllledinot Tuchheim; /
Spielhagen confronts the reader with a dramatic prediction which

he hopes will make the reader aware of the cost in terms of human
lives of Bismarck's policies up till 1866,

7

The events of 1866 had made it clear to Spielhagen that
Bismarck was a statesman who was going to dominate the German
politicals scene in the future. He felt the need to present a
picture of Bismarck that would oblige the reader to reconsider
his attitude to Bismarck, a need that had become evident as the
majority of liberals in parliament had been prepared to discontinue
their opposition to Bismarék and co-~operate with him,'a decision
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~ that 3plit the Progressive Party. The decision to co-operate was
in Spielhagen's eyes a grave mistake, it would be taken as a
sign of weakness and pro-Bismarck liberals in the novel are
criticised accordingly. Gutmann's views on Tuchheim alias
Bismarck express Spielhagen's own reservations about Bismarck
and the threat he posed to 1iberalism.16

It is in this light and against this background that we must
see the introduction of the figure of Bismarck into the novel:
by presenting what amounts to a dramatic character study of
Bismarck the statesman Spielhagen hoped to alert his readers
to the dangers of supporting such'an.unprincipled and ruthless
man.. Bismarck is portrayed as a man who.has nothing but contempt
for ideals, moral values, traditional loyalties or even the
mbnarChy, a man who is consumed by ambition, who would go to war
to create a united Germany and all this in order to gain supreme
power for himself. Spielhagen also hoped to remind the reader
in the prevailing atmosphere of nationalist enthusiasm (1866) of
the cost in human terms of what Bismarck had so far achieved.
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b. ‘Allzeit Voran (1872)

This novel was written in. the year following the
establishment of the German Fmpire and is an expression of
Spielhagen's reservations as to both the means whereby the
unification of the German states was achieved and the
consequences of this for Germany's further political development.
In 8hort, the novel is a discussion of the Bismarckian solution
to the problem of German unity.

The action of the novel takes place in a small German state
in the weeks immediately preceding the outbreak of . .war between
France and Germany and extends into the war itself, including a
remarkably vivid and. realistic description of wounded soldiers
in the field after the battle of Crrawelotte.’ll7 The war is seen as
caused by France with the course of events leading up to the
outbreak of war faithfully reproduced and integrated into the
novel./I8 The further development of Germany - and most
contemporaries expected. great changes to flow from the
unification of Germany - after the war is the subject of
extensive debate and specﬁlation.

Curiously enough Bismarck's role in the events of 1870 is
not brought out at all in the novel. Bpiglhagen assumed that
Bismarck's influence on the course of events in the future would
be minor, transcended and overshadowed by the much more
significant confrontation between the aristocracy and the middle
class which he believed was to be the major issue in the years
after the war. The aristocracy is portrayed as unwilling to
accept the middle class as equals, concerned to maintain their
considerable political and social privileges; this attitude is
" contrasted with that of the liberal middle class which is
depicted as concerned with the freedom and welfare of the nation
as a whole. This contrast is summed up in the juxtaposition of
'"bliirgerliches NationalbewuBtsein' and 'adeliger Kastengeist'.
Hedwig, the young liberal, criticises the Junker Graf:

"Hatten Sie eine Ahnung davon, dal aus diesem Kriege
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"Deutschland frei und gliicklich hervorgehen kénnte, im
Sinne jener von Ihnen so tief verachteten Schwirmer und
Ideologen -~ Sie wiirden lieber Thren Degen zerbrechen als
ihn in solcher Sache ziehen., Das ist Thr Patriotismus und
Thr Heldenmut." (19)

Graf Steinburg who represents the more progressive type of
Prussian Junker realised -~ like Bismarck - that concessions
would have to be made to their liberal opponents if they were
to retain their influence; he explains his strategy to Hedwig
- with unusual frankness:

"Das heiBt flir uns, daB wir, wenn wir uns erhalten wollen...
uns assoziieren miissen, ebenso wie alle Welt sich
heutzutage assoziiert, und daB wir uns eine Firma wihlen,
unter der wir gemeinschaftlich fiir unsere Interessen
wirken und streben konnen, weil die Interessen dieser
Firma weserntlich auch die unseren sind: ich meine ein
starkes Konigtum von Gottes Gnaden." (20) .

Even the more progressive aristocrats, therefore, desire to
maintain a strong monarchy which will protect their interests

and privileged position in society, whatever other concessions

they may be prepared to make, as, for instance, support for a
united Germany. Spielhagen's portrait of Graf Steinburg is an
exposition of Bismarck's strategy whose goal - whatever

else he may concedezl was a strong monarchy to protect aristocratic
privileges in the army and the state from encroachment by

liberals in the name of parliamentary government,

Hedwig attacks Graf Steinburg for his contempt of the
middle class and working class Germans,22 reminding him that
the military honours of which he is so proud were gained in
battles fought by ordinary soldiers. The Count counters this
criticism by pointing out that the ambition of every aristocrat
is to serve the state, to which Hedwig replies:

"Dem Staat, den Sie kennen; dem Staat, in welchem Sie
nichts weiter als eine ungeheure Domdne zum Nutzen und
Frommen Ihrer Familie sehen." (23)

Spielhagen feared that future liberal evolution in Germany
would be thwarted by attempts by the Prussian aristocracy to
retain their power; he saw Bismarck as an outstanding member of
this class and exponent -~ in the figure of Graf Steinburg -~ of
such a policy. Criticism of the Junker class by Hedwig serves to
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draw the readers' attention to the consolidation of political
power achieved by the Junker as a class under the aegis of
Bismarck's regime after 1871, Strong words of criticism of the
Prussian aristocracy are voiced by a member of a south German
noble family, reflecting Spielhagen's own attitude:

"Den Krieg mehr oder weniger um des XKrieges willen wollen,
ist absolut nicht zu rechtfertigen, denn es heiflit
wissentlich oder unwissentlich, die Elemente nidhren, aus
denen der Krieg erwdchst, Und auf diesem Standpunkt steht,
so viel ich sehen kann, mit seltenen Ausnahmen, der ganze
preuBBische Milit&radel und alles, was mit demselben
zusammenhiéngt, Diese Tendenz gibt ihm nun in einer Zeit,

die mit kriegerischen Elementen so ges8ttigt ist, wie leider
die unsere, ein ungemeines Ubergewicht liber alle anderen
Sténde." (24) .

The Prussian.officer class is attacked for its lack of '
independence, its ideal of unquestioning loyal service:

"Die Trolows sind so recht der eigentliche Typus des jungen
Milit&éradels, der nur in der Gefolgschaft und an den Hofen
so rihriger kriegerischer Fursten, wie es die Hohenzollern
sind, gedeiht und alle etwaigen Wandlungen, die in dem
Hause des Lehensherrn vorgehen, genau mitmacht, wie der
Schatten die Bewegungen seines Korpers." (25)

Such criticism of the Junker as the ruling class in Prussia is
coupled with a characterisation of the Prussian state -as '

",..der stirkste Hort, die eigentliche Zwingburg des
Absolutismus auf Erden,..die preuBische Monarchie, der
preuBische Militérstaat." (26§ '

While the more liberal south German nobility certainly had
reservations about the dominant role of the Prussian aristocracy
in Bismarck's Reich it is unlikely that they would have
expressed their views quite so_radicaily. Spielhagen's concern
wa®s to warn his readers against a system of centralised
administration under which the Prussian civil service - dominated
by the aristocracy - would spread to the rest of Germany,
bringing with it its military traditions.

There is criticism here of Bismarck, too: it is Bismarck's
particular dynastic solution to the problem of German unity that
enabled Prussia to extend its hegemony over Germany and it is
Bismarck as Chancellor who will ensure that progress towards
liberal parliamentary government is blocked. Bismarck stood for
that brand of monarchical conservatism that was prepared to make




b e emten |t el o s iR, e

concessions to the demands of an age of liberalism and
nationalism in order to retain effective control in their own
hands. Graf Steinburg advocates the same approach and is, in this
sense, a Bismarck figure in the novel, '

Spielhagen has no illusions about the qualities of the
middle class: )

"Wenn ich in dem Grafen den Typ des ehrgeizigen, wie Stahl
biegsamen und zugleich sprdden preuBischen Junkertums zu
erkennen glaubte, so sah ich in Horst das Bild des deutschen
Birgertums mit seiner Uberfiille von Geist und Wissen, von
Talenten aller Art, von FleiB, Ehrbarkeit - kdstliche
Eigenschaften, denen doch der rechte Lohn nicht wird und
werden kann, da der angeborene undfnerzogene Sinn des
opferfrohen Duldens, des resignierten Tragens, des
zuwartenden Gewdhrenlassens wohl den Acker bestellen und die
Saat s8hen, aber nicht die Ernte mit kréftiger Sichel _
schneiden und in die éigenen Scheumrn bringen kann; ein Bild,
das anzieht und rihrt, aber auch ebenso oft abstoB8t und
unseren Zorn erregt." (27)

The liberals appear to lack the decisive political will,; as
evidenced in their failure to impose a liberal development in
Germany. Although Gutmann fails in his lone attempt to bring
about social change - in the novel 'In Reih' und Glied' -
Spielhagen did try to show that he had very little choice if he
was to act at all in his genuine concern to alleviate the lot of
the working class. He stood isolated from the mass of liberals
who showed little concern. In the years following the
establishment of the North German Confederation(1866) Spielhagen
had criticised the liberals for their failure to influence the
course of events in spite of the fact that they were the largest
party in the Reichstag. His criticism of the typical middle class
German in this novel testify to his disappointment and to his fears
for the future, and are in this sense a warning to the liberal
reader not to underestimate the determination of the Prussian
aristocracy to maintain its position as the ruling class. Herr

‘Kbérnicke, a liberal, says:

"PreuBen oder Sachsen oder Osterreicher, das ist fiir mich ganz
gleich; in ein paar Jahren sind wir doch alle Republikaner."(28)

The reader, living in the period after 1871 would be keenly aware of ‘——
the fallacy of such a hope. '
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Spielhagen invites the reader to contrast the liberal hopes and
attitudes prior to the founding of the German Empire - as
depicted in the novel - with the reality; precisely because the
reader is familiar with the way in which Germany developed after
- 1871, speculation in the novel about the years ahéad becomes
significant. An example of this is the discussion between
Hermann, a liberal and Rosel, a French agent: Rosel speculates:

"Nun aber ist doch in dem Kampf zwischen Frankreich und
PreuBlen nur zweierlei mdglich: éentweder PreuBen siegt oder
Frankreich. Im ersten Falle ist...Frankreich nach der ersten
verlorenen Schlacht eine Republik... TIhr werdet haben, was
wir soeben lo$ wurden, die militérische Diktatur und den
Imperialismus." (29) . .

Whereas victory for Prussia would mean a consolidation of the
Prussian military state, defeat would bring liberation from
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"Bg ist unmbglich..., wenn die deutschen Republikaner nicht
wissen sollten...was alle Republikaner in allen L&ndern der
brde wissen: dafBl der stdrkste Hort, die eigentliche
Zwingburg des Absolutismus auf Erden die preuBlische
Monarchie, der preuBlische Militadrstaat ist. F&allt diese
Burg in Trilimmer, so ist die Republik, die Weltrepunlik

nur eine Prage der nidchsten Zeit. Bleibt sie stehen, wird
sie sogar befestigt, so ist die Verwirklichung unserer -
Ideale vielleicht auf Jahrhunderte hinausgeschoben." (31)

Rosel's prediction that a German victory over France in the war
that had just broken out, would lead to military dictatorship
and imperialism in the new Germany would probably been

dismissed by most contemporary readers as nonsense] yet we can
see from hindsight that it was not so inaccurate a 'prediction’
Rosel expresses Spielhagen's fears for the future political
development of Germany and it was part of his political strategy
as a radical liberal writer to alert the reader to the dangers
he perceived. He hoped that the questioning of widely accepted’
assumptions -~ in this case, the assumption that the unification
of Germany a la Bismarck was largely unproblematical - would

militarism and absolutism:

provoke the reader into a re-examination of the issues under
discussion and focus the reader's attention on the basically
conservative structure of the new Reich. The reader might, on
reflection, still regard Rosel's remarks as totally unjustified,
but there was a chance that he would recognise the truth of his
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basic contention, namely,'that victory for Prussia would enhance
the prestige of the military and consolidate their grip on the
state, '

Such thought-provoking speculation - from a radical liberal
point of view, Spielhagen's own position - is supplemented at the

by the two principal liberal figures in the novel Hedwig and
Hermann. Hermann is a typical south German liberal, hostlle to
Prussia: ' '

"Unter der Sache aber verstehe ich und verstand ich damals die
Autononiie der deutschen Stémme gegeniliber der Vergewaltigung,
die von PreuBlen ausging, den Kampf der Freiheit, die ich
liebte und fir die ich leben wollte, gegen die Herrschaft
einer brutalen Gewalt, die ich bis in den Tod haBte und als
deren hdchsten polltlschen Ausdruck ich den preullischen
Militdrstaat ansah." (32)

But, as Hedwig points out to him, liberals have little clioice, since

‘Prussia is the only German state able to unify Germay:

"Von der Not hat uns PreuBlen doch auch einmal erldst, und
kann uns auch filirder nur PreuBlen erldsen; und deshalb mubB
jeder, der es ehrlich mit Deutschland melnt, jetzt zu
PreuBlen halten, wie sehr es ihm auch sonst gegen den Strich
gehen mag." (33)

Hermann asks Hedwig, in turn, whether she has any doubts that i
Germany will emerge from the present war as 'ein einiges und freies
Vaterland'?54

"Wenn ich mit Ja antwortete...sagbte ich nicht die ganze
Wahrheit, und antworte ich mit Nein, verschweige ich wieder
meinen letzten Gedanken., Mein Herz 1st eben zwiefach geteilt,
Nicht daf ich an. dem Siege zweifelte, ich habe nie auch nur
einen Augenblick gezweifelt, daB wir siegen wlirden; wir
haben gesiegt, wir werden siegen, Deutschland wird aus
diesem Kriege hervorgehen in einer Macht und Herrlichkeit,
die unsere kiihnsten Hoffnungen iiberfliigelt. Aber...werden wir,
was wir so gefunden, zu bewahren verstehen? Wird das
gutherzige leichtbewegliche Volk nicht wieder des Sieges
besten Teil an die abtreten, die es zum Siege fiilhrten, und
die den Sieg noch immer fiir sich ausgebeutet, das heifit, das
Volk und schliefBlich sich selbst um den unermeﬁllchen Gew1nn
gebracht haben!" (35)

A thought~provoking question indeed! Hedwig's doubts are brushed
aside by Hermann:

"Tch habe ein unendliches Vertrauen zu unsereés Volkes
eingeborener Kraft, zu seinem gesunden Sinn, seinem geraden
Verstande, seinem rastlosén, unerschépflichen Genie..." (36)

Hermann's optimism, characteristic of the majority of national
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liberals at this time, contrasts with the more pessimistic tenor

of Hedwig's assessment, representing radical liberal reservations
as to. the political structure in Germany in the immediate post-1871
era, Spielhagen's fears that liberal development in Bismarckian
Germany would be frustrated and that the unification of Germany
under Bismarck would lead to a strengthening of the position of

the aristocracy in Prussia were more than justified. The
aristocracy became the social and political model for large
sections of the German middle class, ultimately significant sections
of the middle class jbined forces with the aristocracy to combat
gocialism, splitting the National Liberal. party.and liberalism
died as an effective political force in Germany.

The basic confrontation is between the middle class liberals
~and the aristocratb conservatives in this novel, reflecting what
Spielhagen took to be the major question of the future. Spielhagen's
criticism of the aristocracy and of the absolutist and militarist
traditions of Prussia are at the same time criticisms of -
Bismarck, the supreme protagonist of monarchical absolutism and
the interests of the Prussian aristocracy. Thus, although
'Bismarck does notb figure in the novel, his essential strategy,
expounded by Count Steinburg, is exposed as seeking above all

to consolidate the political power of the monarchy and the
aristocracy at the expense of the liberal middle class. Indeed,
under Bismarck, liberalism was to be bullied, battered, cajoled
and finally rendered harmless, a development that Spielhagen
discusses critically in his next major novel 'Sturmflut'.
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c. Sturmflut (1877)

'Sturmflut’ was written under the impact of a number ot
events and developments that took place in Germany between the.
years. 1873 and 1876, In 1873 Germany was plunged into economic
crisis when the period. of ‘boom known as the 'Grunderaahre' 37
which had been induced by the 1nflux of the mlllions from French
reparations, came to a sudden end. The 'Grunderjahre' had also
been a period of fairly unrestrained. financial speculaticn and.
it was Eduard Lasker, a national liberal member of the Reichstag
who revealed in a dramatic Speech to the Reichstag on 7th
February 1873 that certain rallwayicompanies had - with the
active collusion of state officials - indulged in financial
manlpulation on a large scale. High-ranking civil servants and
members of the Prussian aristocracy were deeply implicated.}8
Lasker, a promlnent left-wing member of the National Liberal
party was a personal friend of Spielhagen.. Shocked at the
'Epidemle entfesselter Geldgier' and at the 'moralische
Geschaftsverwilderung'59 Spielhagen resolved to write a novel
and had originally planned to make Lasker the hero,40 but the
practical difficultles involved were too great. TLasker's
revelations represent the climax of the novel as his speech
is discussed at a spectacular social gatherlng in Berlin at
the sumptuous home of Phlllpp Schmidt the financial magnate.

The year 1874 saw the bitter parllamentary battle between
Bismarck and the Reichstag over the right to control government
expenditure on the armed forces, the so-called ciserner Etat',
The Reichstag rejected proposals.submitted by Bismarck which, if
implemented, wculd have removed military expenditure from the
control of parliament for all time., A compromise was finally
worked out whereby the military budget was approved for a period
of seven years(Septennat). 4 The liberal parties did not, on the
whole, exploit to the full their position as majority parties,
intimidated as they were by the supreme political gkill of
Bismarck and his hold over public opJ.n:i.on.L"2 The 1870's also
witnessed the lKulturkampf’, the struggle between the rights of
.the secular state and political catholicism(ultramontanism); the
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liberals supported Bismarck's anti-catholic legislation. In 1872

the Jesuits were declared a proscribed organisation; one of the
principal figure.oﬁ intrigue in the novel is an Italian Jesuit
Giraldi.

The years following the economic collapse of 1873 saw a
rapid rise in support for socialist parties by working-class
voters. In 1875 the two socialist parties united to form the
'‘Sozialistische Arbeiterpartei'. 45 _The number of members elected
to the Reichstag rose from two in 1871 to twelve in 1877 ; the
party polled nearly half a million votes in the Reichstag
elections in 1877..

All these developments are reflected in 'Sturnflut ',
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2, Characters in the novel and their attitudes to Bismarck

The characters in the novel are intended to represent
individuals typical of the period, expressing views and prejudices
which Spielhagen had observed and which he regarded. as s
Spielhagen brings a selection of opinions on Bismarck from a
crogs-section of social groups. The characters are depicted
very largely in terms of their attitude to Bismarck, seen by
Spielhagen as symptomatic of a character's basic philosophy of
life. Bismarck thus becomes a test of, and touch-stone for each
character's values and priorities. Generally, approval of Bismarck
and his policies indicates priority attached to the creation of

a powerful Germany with markedly less interest for the nature

of developments inside Germany, while opposition o Bismarck is
usually inspired by concern at Bismarck's influence, arising from
a more ideological outlook, be it traditional conservative,
catholic, liberal-democratic or soCialist?5from a conviction that
the values enshrined in such ideologies and. a politicai and social
order based on them, were more important than the establishment

of a united and. powerful German state.46

Admirers of Bismarck are portrayed as impressed above all
by the epic dimensions of his personality, they are overawed
by his genius and by his unprecedented sucess where others had
f.ailed..w7 Opponents of Bismarck are more concerned with his
political aims and his methods and with the probable
consequences of his policies and rule for Germany. Opposition to
Bismarck was frequently denigrated as narrow party politics, not
least by Bismarck himself who referred to his opponents as
'Reichsfeinde’, 48 Most of those opposed to Bismarck are members
of the older generation, while Bismarck's admirers are to be
found mainly among members of the younger generation, a difference
in attitude that Spielhagen’regarded as the second great division
in German society(the first being that between the aristocracy and
the middle class), a division that was fraught with consequences  —
for the polltlcal future of Germany.49
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:5. Admirers of Bismarck

Reinhold Schmidt, a young man and nephew of
Brnst Schmidt, a republican entrepreneur, is a sailor whose
decisive experience has been the dramatic increase in Germany's
standing abroad since Bismarck united Germany and made her strong.
Reinhold: describes the humiliation of belonging to a people that:
had not.achleved the status of nation:

",..einem Volke anzugehdren, das keine Nation ist." (50)
Germans were held in contempt abroad, were looked down on and were
dependent on others for help and protéction. Now that Germany has
been. united Reinhold can hold his head up high proud to be a
citizen.of the new German Empire: :

...da durfte ich so fest auftreten wie andere," (54)
Germany is now capable of protecting her own interests abroad, she
has both.the will and the power to do so., All this is the work of
Bismarck. Reinhold describes how he hurried from Southampton to
Koblenz to Jjoin the army on hearing of the outbreak of war between
France and Germany. He never doubted the justiece of the cause and

speaks with great sabtisfaction of having done his patriotic duty.52

While his uncle Ernst Schmidt has - as a republican -
considerable reservations ‘about Bismarck and his aims, Reinhold has
a disarmingly simplistic view of the task ahead:

"Ich meine, die Sache ist so groB und so schwer, daB gie
jedes Paares kréftiger Schultern bedarf, damit sie aus der
Stelle rilicke; und sie ist so gut und so helllg, daB ich den
beklagen mochte der nicht aus voller Uberzeugung mitraten
und mittun will oder kann." (53) -

Reinhold is happy to devote and dedicate himself to the task of
building a Germany that will be powerful and respected abroad; to
this end he is prepared to support Bismarck uncritically. He

has little conception - and Spielhagen emphésises Reinhold's lack
~of political experience and insight - of the grave political and
social divisions in German society and sees no need for
institutions that ensure popular control over those who exercise
political power, Reinhold's political philosophy is a distmrbing
combination of naive political idealism and an emotional
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commitment to the idea of Germany as a great power. While
adnitting that he has been struck by the wide-spread disconitent
he detected on his return to Germany from overseas, Reinhold put
this impression down to the fact that he had come into contact
with'people who were dissatisfied for personal éﬁd particular
reasons: ) |

"Ich will es nur gestehen: ich habe wihrend der wenigen Tage,
die ich jetzt in der Heimat weile, manche Erfahrung gemacht,
die meiner Hoffnung zu spotten schien; aber ich habe nicht
glauben mbgen, daB ich richtig gesehen. Im Gegenteil, ich
bin liberzeugt, daB mich nur der Zufall wiederholt mit
Menschen in Beriihrung gebracht, die aus diesem oder Jjenem
rein persdnlichen Grund mit dem Stand der Dinge unzufrieden,
von den augenblicklichen Verh#dltnissern wenigstens nicht ganz
befriedigt sind, wie verschiedene Herren, die ich bei dem
Grafen Golm traf." (54)

Reinhold had expected that the unification of Geﬁmany would solve
all problems: that Germany -

".s.ein Land sein werde, voll Freude und Frieden und. Sonnen-
- schein in allen Herzen und auf allen ‘Gesichtern." (55)

His experience abroad, the establiéhment of Germany as an
internationally respected European power, remains the basis for
his admiration of Bismarck: '

"Ich bin kein Politiker - ich habe, glaube ich, verzweifelt
wenig Anlage dazu und habe jedenfalls keine Zeit gehabt,

- diese etwalige Anlage auszubilden, Ich kann dir deshalb nicht
widersprechen, wenn du mir sagst, daB hierzulande leider
nicht alles ist, wle es sein sollte. Aber dann wirst du mir
auch zugeben,...daB die Sache, von der andern Seite - ich
meine von druben, vom Bord eines Schiffes, von einem fremden
Hafen jenseits des Ozeans aus gesehen - sich ganz anders und
sehr viel besser ausnimmt; und ich meine, du kammst mir nicht
verargen, dafl ich ginstiger iiber den Mann(i.e. Bismarck)
denke und - gerade heraus - einen tiefen Respekt vor ihm
‘empfinde, dem wir doch schlieBlich den Respekt zu verdanken
haben, dessen der deutsche Name sich jetzt {iber die ganze
Welt zu erfreuen hat." (56) _

Reinhold's experience as a soldier has obviously left its mark too:
he expresses his admiration for Prussian military discipline and
argues that progress can only be made if each individual obeys the
orders he receives.”’ Reinhold rejects the republican ideals of
his uncle, democracy leads to stagnation('L&Bigkeit'), a

situation he contrasts with the fast-moving efficiency of the
German military machine, an attitude that is oblivious of the
political questions as to who issues the orders, in whose name,
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in the service of which policies and in whose interests, Society I
should be organised along military lines, mobilised in the pursuit
of national greatness, such is Reinhold's programme:

"Jeder weiBl von vornherein, daB unbedingter Gehorsam seine ,
erste und letzte Pflicht ist; ja, was viel mehr sagen will, f
.Jeder auch der Roheste, fiihlt, daB der Ungehorsam nicht :
~bloB ein Verbrechen, sondern ein Unsinn sein wiirde, der, wenn
man ihn nur im kleinsten Falle zuliefe, das Ganze zerstoren
miiBte - daB dieser ungeheure, wunderbar komplizierte
Mechanismus, den man Armee nennt, nur arbeiten kann, wenn

Jedes kleinste Rad und jedes kleinste Zdhnchen am kleinsten

Rade an seiner Stelle und zu seiner Zeit genau das tut, was

ihm vorgeschrieben. ... !

Warum soll ich leugnen, dafl mir die straffe preuBische
militérische Disziplin ganz gewaltig imponiert hat? Bei uns,

in unserem kleinen republikanischen Gemeinwesen, geht alles

ein wenig l8Big zu; niemand versteht recht die Kunst zu
kommandieren, und niemand will sich kommandieren lassen. ...
"Von dem allen ist in der Armee nicht die Rede." (58)

Reinhold is lost for an answer when his uncle points out that it
was Prussian soldiers who were obeying orders who shot down
patriots at Rastatt.59

Spielhagen depicts Reinhold as a likeable enough young man:
in the notes he wrote Reinhold is described as

"...mutig, gutmiitig, dabei'intelligent, ohne tiefere
Bildung." %60) _ :

Admiration for Bismarck fits neatly into a pattern of wvalues
which reflect a highly simplistic and arthoritarian approéch to
political 1life. Military virtues, discipline and absolute
obedience to commands are for Reinhold the appropriate response
to the leadérship of iron men like Bismarck. Reinhold stresses
the satisfaction he derives from knowing that he has done his
duty as a soldier,'his'ambition is
".sodem Vaterland zu dienen." (61)
to which Ernst Schmidt pointedly retorts:
"Bs scheint, daB dir das Dienen zum Bediirfnis geworden ist."(62)

Spielhagen observed that many members of the younger
generation regarded 'obedience' as an ideal value, an end in itself;
perhaps Reinhold is the prototype of that generation of Germans B
who found emotional satisfaction in effusive admiration of great
men and in patriotic obedience to them, It is interesting that,
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although Spielhagen clearly regarded Reinhold as a young man
‘with very mistaken and wrong-headed ideas, he is portrayed as an
amiable character. The moral is apparent: under the impact of the
war with France and, more importantly, Bismarck's leadership
‘virtues are propagated which are essentially thoge of the
'subject'(Untertan), as opposed to those worthy of a free
citizen in the republican traditlon(staatsburger) Reinhold is

a pleasant young man whose authoritarian and militaristic

values derive naively and directly froim his experience and from
his admiration of Bismarck. In this respect Reinhold must be an
extreme example of the influence of Bismarck and his achievements
on the political attitudes of a typical young German in the 1870's.
Yet, Spielhagen also intended that the character of Reinhold
should also be in some'way representative, representative of

that generation of young Germans for whom the war with France and
the establishment of the German Empire was the decisive
experience, a generation that knew no bounds in its admiration
for Bismarck, who regarded him as the creator of the new

Germany and who, in consequence, adopted his achievements and.
methods as their own§5Admiration for Bismarck is in Reinhold's
case combined with a burning desire to serve the German
Patherland with a deep devotion to the ideals of military
service. National greatness was the unquestioned goal and such
greatness was to be attained by the mass of citizens obeying
orders from above, their reward was to be the feeling that they
were citizens of a mighty nation. It is the spectacle of a

whole nation mobilised, like an army on the move, in the
unstinting service of national greatness that delights Reinhold 8
unpolitical mind; as such, he is a portrait of a youth

corrupted by pre-fascist values.

Carla von Wallbach, anaristocratic lady of
hair-raisingly superficial culture, professes a deep interest in
philosophy; her effusive comments betray her lack of study and
grasp, while her affected drawing~-room language reveal her
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dilettante approach to philosophy Which is really no more than I —
a rather unusual social grace., She is heaxl to remark: '

"Schopenhauer hat mir eine unglaubliche Freude gemacht -
finden Sie Hartmann nicht auch entziickend." (64)

Carla von Wallbach's view of Bismarck is appropriately
philosophical: he is perceived as the mighty architect of the
epoch, the source of all political wisdom, the Supreme genius of T
the present age. Bismarck is'stripped of all earthly attributes,
such as ambition, character and policies and transfigured into
a world-historical figure of superhuman mythical prbportions.
Carla's admiration for Bismarck owes much to the worship of
great historical personalities, the cult of the hero associated
with Treitschke, the historian and Nietzsche: the philosopher;
her peculiarly philosophical approach to history and the
céntemporaryHSGene.with.its bold and dramatic, though
thoroughly abstruse synthesis of persons and ideas became
highly fashionable after the first World War in Germany, With
almost Spenglerian authority she declares:

"Es gibt in diesem Moment nur drei Ménner, die man

studieren und immer wieder studieren mufl: Bismarck,

Hartmann und Wagnér: die Politik der Gegenwart, die

Musik der Zukunfty vermittelt durch die Philosophie des
Unbewuliten -~ da haben Sie die Signatur des Jahrhunderts."(65) -

. While Reinhold Schmidt and Carla von Wallbach are basically
naive in their attitude to Bismarck, Ph i 1l ip p
Schmidt admires Bismarck for his ruthlessness.
Philipp Schmidt is the son of Ernst Schmidt and has made a
fortune as an eminently successful speculator out of the
financial dealings of the boom years(Grﬁnderjahre). It is
probable that Strousberg, an 'Eisenbahnkﬁnig'66 was the real-life
model for the figure of Philipp Schmidt. Schmidt's idol is
worldly success and for him Bismarck is the supreme exponent of
the ideology of success: ' |

"Ja, meine Herrschaften, ich gestehe: er ist mein Ideal;
aber - ein unerreichbares! " (67)

There is a large measure of identification of himself with
Bismarck; he regards himself as a disciple of Bismarck's methods
and principles, Bismarck is his intellectual mentor, his
justification for his own unscrupulous dealingsi
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"Bismarck ist mein Mann - ich schwdre auf Bismarck - ich gehe
mit Bismarck durch Dick und Diinn. Der kennt auch den
Rummel - und wie!" (68)

Any advantage must be ruthlessly exploited, following Bismarck's
example: -

"Tn unserer Zeit darf man die Personen und die Sachen nicht
mit Sammetharfsdhuhen anfassen wollen; sonst kommt man

unter den Schlitten, ehe man sich's versieht. Blsmarck tut's
auch nicht; der greift durch!" (69)

Reinhold's objection that

. ,.in der Politik ist manches erlaubt, was fiir das
blirgerliche Leben unstatthaft wére.," 370

is swept aside by Philipp:

"Gdnzlich Uberwundener Standpunkt' Im Gegentell ‘wir sind, Gott
sei Dank, zu der Uberzeugung gekommen, dafl hier, wie dort,
alle Vorteile gelten." (71)

Philipp Schmidt has adapted Bismarck's principles of Realpolitik
to commercial 1life, for him success is the end that justifies the
means. Moral scruples militate against the achievement of success
and are therefore discarded as anachronisms in Schmidt's modern
philosophy.,

Spielhagen is clearly suggesting that Schmidt's code of
practice, his philosophy of life is inspired by Bismarck's example

. in the realm of politics. Other factors such as the intensity of

competition and the opportunitiés for speculation are more likely
to have led to a deterioration in business ethics than simply

the influence of Bismarck's example,72 but for Spielhagen the
link was there, even if only as a justification. Bismarck's
ruthless treatment of parliament and use of state power certainly
helped to create an atmosphere in which exploitation of one's
advantages of power and influence came to be looked upon as the
shrewd, natural thing to do. Bismarck had acquired a reputation
as a statesman who believed that the question of right was largely
determined by the possessibn of might; to. the extent that
admirers of Bismarck shared this maxim and modelled their own
political attitudes on what they took to be the principles of
Bismarck's action as a statesman, he can be said to have |
unwittingly given currency to an attitude that was to have a
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fatal influence on political culture in Germany in later years
when, under the impact of 'social darwinism' the idea that
might is right was further sanctioned in the 'Kampf ums Dasein'.
Thirty years before Heinrich Mann, Spielhagen describes
characters whose political philosophy is a combination of
nationalism, militarism and the will to dominate others and
both writers'point to the influence of Bismarck on the
evolution of such pre-fascist attitudes.73

‘Count von Golm"' s approach to Bismarck is quite
devoid of emotion. and: based on agreement with Bismarck's overall
political strategy: the preservation. of the political and social
hegemony . of the Prussian aristocracy. Count von Golm is himself
a conservative Pommeranian nobleman who regards it as a mark of
Bismarck's genius.and.skill as a statesman that he recognised -
where manyuconservativesuhad.notﬁ5“the,need”tonmake.concessions
to liberalism 74 in order to harnass it as a political force to
Bismarck's own ends, the consolidationldf the status quo:

"Tch habe es allerdings immer fiir eine politische

- Notwendigkeit gehalten und fiir einen Bewels seiner
eminenten staatsminnischen  Begabung, daB Flurst Bismarck
sich zur Ausfiihrung seiner grofien Iéeen gewiBer Mittel
bedient hat, deren er sich gewifl lieber nicht bedient
hétte, schon deshalb, weil er so den allzu genauen
Kontakt mit Personen nicht vermeiden konnte, deren
Beriihrung ihm frither wenigstens herzlich odids war." (75)

Although von Golm disapproves of the rampént capitalist
speculation that resulted from reparations paid by France to
Germany - indeed, he disapproves of capitalism - he regards
this as a necessary evil, as a concession that Bismarck was
obliged to make to liberal capitalism. o

"Teh betrachte es auch als eine notwendige Konsequenz
dieses Ungliicks, daB er(Bismarck), um jene Personen
abzZulohnen, die neue Ara des Schachers und der
ungemessenen Gewinnsucht durch die unseligen Milliarden
inauguriert hat, hat inaugurieren miissen." (76)

Von Golm supports Bismarck's policies for a united Germany, he is
anti-liberal, anti-capitalist and anti-particularist; Bismarck's
policies, including concessions to liberalism, are necessary

if the Prussian Junker are to retain power in Germany. The
Count's position is roughly that of Bismarck himself,
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4, Opponents of Bismarck

" General von Werben 's opposition to Bismarck
is based on his belief that the concessions that Bismarck has
madée to liberalism are completely unnecessary and a calamity:

"Ich halte dieses Paktieren des Flirsten mit jenen Personen,
Parteien, Schichten der BevSlkerung, Klassen der
Gesellschaft - nennen Sie's, wie Sie wollen - allerdings
mit Ihnen, Herr Graf, fir ein Ungliick, aber keineswegs
fiir ein notwendiges.™ (77)

The General has a very traditional conservative view of . the
state: its strength rests in a loyal nobility, a zealous
. civil service and a faithful army.

"Der rocher de bronze, auf welchem das preuBlische Konigtum
gtabiliert ist: ein loyaler Adel, ein eifriges Beamtentum,
ein treues Kriegsheer - die waren stark genug, das deutsche
Kaisertum zu “tragen, wenn es doch schon einmal ein
deutschtes und kein preuflisches Kaisertum, oder iiberhaupt
ein Kaiser sein muBte." (78)

Von Werben represents the unrepentant particularist Prussian
point of view to whom cooperatidn with liberals is anathema, after
all, he argues, such concessions were not necessary in the past.
In company with General von Werben is a high-ranking civil
servant(Regierungsprédsident) whose name we never learn, but

who is known to Ernst Schmidt the republican:

“"Ich kenne ihn sehr gut, schon von 1847 her, wo er im
Veréinigten Landtage auf der &uBersten Rechten saB., Jetzt
gehOrt er zu der Opposition: ich meine zu der versteckten
des alten soliden Beamtentums, die mit dem allmichtigen
Majordomus(Bismarck) grollt und seiner genialen Wirtschaft
lieber heute als morgen ein Ende machen mdchte." (79)

The 'Regierungsprésident' reflects the under-current of
opposition to Bismarck from within the administration.

Ernet Schmidt is described in the notes that
Spielhagen wrote for the novel thus:

"Kaufmann, Kohlen- und Holzhdndler August Schrott, Demokrat
vor 66, h8lt sich in seinem Gewissen fiir verpflichtet,
Bismarck fiir den Morder der deutschen Freiheit zu halten,
obgleich er im Grunde stolz auf die deutschen und auf die
eigenen Erfolge ist, die nur auf diese Weise zustande
gekommen." (80) o

Schmidt, as he was later renamed, was conceived as a repﬁblican
opponent whose hatred of Bismarck was based on his conviction that
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Bismarck had 'murdered' German liberty. This simple portrait
was later modified, making Schmidt into a Bismarck-like
figure and thus introducing an additional motive for Schmidt's
opposition to Bigsmarck:

"Onkel Ernst, schoner Mann, mit prédchtigem Haarwuechs, groS,
stattlich, imponierende Gestalt und. Haltung - ein Mensch
zum Herrscher geboren; sich innerlich Bismarck verwandt
fiihlend und ihn deshalb hassend, ohne liber diesen
Widerspruch hiniiberkommen zu kénnen." (81)

This change in Spielhagen's conception of the character of

Ernst Schmidt from politically motivated opposition to Bismarck
to psychologically motivated hatred - making him much less of

an ideal hero(as in the draft for the novel)“and:more of an
embittered human. being -~ reflects Spielhagen's own indecision
towards the character of Schmidt and the political ideals he
stands for, the republican ideals of the 1848 Revolution,
Schmidt's long career as a republican who had fought on the
barricades in Berlin in 1848, had been a delegate at the Prugsian
National Assembly and had worked hard: to establish liberal
political institutions in Prussia(had even been imprisoned for
his political activities) de?gpstrates the political gulf
between himself and Bismarck. To this extent Schmidt represents
Spielhagen's own political point of view. But Spielhagen also
had reservations about such intractable opposition to Bismarck:
his sympathetic drawing of young Reinhold and Reinhold's
persuasive arguments indicate Spielhagen's readiness to
acknowledge that Bismarck had achieved a great deal for Germany.
He was torn between gratitude for the unification of Germany

and anger at Bismarck's continued opposition to liberal
institutions, he may'even have felt that the 0ld republican

' ideals were in need of modification if they were to remain
relevant in face of what Bismarck had achieved. In contrast

- Schmidt with his inflexibility and his stubborn refusal to
retract or comppomise his political principles comes across as a
domineering;cantankerous old man: Reinhold despairs of coming to
an undergtanding with his uncle in their discussions on the
‘political situation in Germany and when the workers in Schmidt's
factory threaten to go on strike Schmidt imperiously rejects his
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nephew's advice that he take a leaf out of Bismarck‘s book and
concede the workers' demands :83

"Ich kann es nicht; ich kann nicht nachgeben, ohne mich

selber aufzugeben, ohne aufzuhdren, der zu sein, der ich
bin." (84)

Schmidt's authoritarian stance as a factory-owner contrasts with
his avowed belief in the republican values of liberty,
fraternity and equality. As he explains to Reinhold:

"Ich habe es nie begreifen kinnen, daB Menschen einen
Zwang dulden, den sie abzuschiitbeln imstande sind, ich

. meine: einen ungerechtfertigten Zwang, der nicht aus der
Natur des Menschen mit Notwendigkeit hervorgeht, wie:
Krankheit und Tod, oder aus der Natur der Gesellschaft wie
Gesetz und Ordnung; sondern von den Menschen aus ihrer
Willkilir, Habsucht, Herzensh#rtigkeit heraus an andernm
Menschen veriibt und von den andern Menschen in ihrer
Dummheit, Stumpfheit und Feigheit ertragen wird," (85)

Confronted with increasing socialist agitation amongst his
workers for social and economic equality Schmidt has revised
some of his views and no longer believes that

"eos0in freies Gemeinwesen, eine Republik gleichberechtigter,
von keéinen Exemptionen und Vorrechten Einzelner
geknechteter und: geschéndeter Menschen." (86)

is feasible.

In his attitude to Bismarck Schmidt's dilemma is the
dilemma of all liberals in Bismarck's Germany: while he hates
Bismarck for his resistance to liberal change, he is at the
same time obliged to face the fact that this same man, a
conservative Junker, realised a liberal dréam, the unification
of Germany. Bismarck happily allowed the notion that he was the
founder of the new united Germany to be propagated, as Ernst
Sehmidt remarks bitterly:

"Ich kenne das Lied...er(Bismarck) hat es ja oft genug
gesungen, der schlaue Finkler und singt es noch jeden
Augenblick, wenn die Gimpel einmal nicht ins Netz
wollen: wer hat 1864, wer hat 1866, wer hat 1870 gemacht?
ich! ich! ich!" (87)

If Bismarck had not presided over the unification of Germany,
his task of defending the monarchical system of government would
have been imﬂeasurably more difficult, since it was precisely
his prestige and authority as creator and architect of the Empire

e ——
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that was the basis for his immense popularity. When Reinhold
argues that Bismarck is responsible for the unification of
Germany, Ernst Schmidt is quick to point out that countless
numbers of German liberals struggled for the realisation of
German uniby.aa In his view Bismarck had merely completed a
task the ground-work for which had been carried out by many
prior to 1866 and 1870: .= |

"Weil man die letzte Schaufel Erde wegnimmt, hat man deshalb

~ein alleiniges Anrecht auf den Schatz, den andere mit
unséglicher Arbeit und Mihe aus den Tiefen der Erde soweit
geschlirft und gehoben., Noch heute widre Schleswig-Holstein
dénisch, h8tten es die Junker erobern, noch heute wire
Deutschland in tausend Fetzen zerrissen, hédtten die

Junker es zusammenflicken sollen; noch leute flatterten die

Raben um den Kyffhiuser, hdtten nicht tauséend und
abertausend patriotische Herzen und Kopfe von Deutschlands
Pinheit geschwdrmt, fiir Deutschlands GroBe gedacht Tag und
‘Nacht - die Herzen und die Kdpfe von Msénnern, die madilidafiir
nicht mit Grafen- und. Firstentiteln und Dotationen
beschenkt und begnadigt hat." (89) :

Schmidt is at this point substantially reflecting Spislhagen's
own position and concern which was to try to put Bismarck's
undoubted achievements into the perspective of half a century

of liberal struggle. Schmidt is correct in pointing out to
Reinhold that the Junker were generally unsympathetic to the
idea of a united Germany that would absorb Prussia and that

it was largely liberal pressure that obliged Bismarck to embark
on a policy.of unification, However, Reinhold:remains
unconvinced, for him one point is crucial and that is that
Bismarck not only worked for German unity; as Schmidt and others
had done, but he achieved it Bismarck's efforts, as opposed to
theirs, had been crowned with success, to which Schmidt can only
reply:

" - ich glaube auch nicht, daB auf dem ganzen Erdenrund ein
anderer den Mann(Bismarck) so hafit, wie ich," (90)

Bismarck‘s‘triumph is Schmidt's defeat.

The main brunt of Schmidt's criticism is, however, not
directed agéinst Bismarck, but against the liberal parties who,
in Schmidt's eyes, appear to have abandoned the struggle for
liberty and representative government; At least, in the 1860's
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the liberal parties resisted, but now they were bartering away
political freedom for trifling economic concessions:

"Gut! es war ein Kampf -~ ein mit sehr ungleichen Waffen
gefiihrter verzweifelter Kampf - meinetwegen! aber doch ein
Kampf! Was ist denn das jetzt? Ein Jahrmarkt ist's und eine
Trodelbude, wo sie iiber den Ladentisch hiniiber und heriiber
schachern und einen Fetzen unserer alten stolzen Freiheits—
fahne nach dem anderen verganten an den Mann, der sie alle
‘in der Tasche hat und von dem sie wissen, daB er sie in der
Tasche hat(i.e. Bismarck)." (91)

Bismarck was able to thwart all attempts to liberalise the
political structure of the Empire, as the National Liberal

party was too easily intimidated by Bismarck. Schmidt's
criticism of Bismarck is bitbter, but his oriticism of the liberal
parties. for their capitulation to Bismarck is even harsher:

", .. heifle ich Bismarck? bin ich Reichskanzler oder
Ministerprédgident? versinken sie in atemloses Schweigen, so
ich mich von meiném Sitz erhebe? zittern sie, wenn ich die
Augenbrauen zusammenzishe? ducken sie sich, wenn ich um
einen Ton lauter spreche? kriechen sie zu Kreuz, wenn ich

drohe, den Karren stecken zu lassen(92)? steht eine Armee
hinter mir, wenn ich mit dem FuB shampfe?" (93)

Like Spielhagen, Schmidt is isolated from the main current of

liberal thinking and political action by his republicanism and

his outright opposition to Bismarck: Schmidt reflects sadly

"Ich passe eben nicht mehr in diese Welt, so wenig wie sie
zu mir paBt..." (94) '

Schmidt's criticism of Bismarck and of the increasingly supine
liberal middle class and his attempt to justify his opposition
to Bismarck reflects very much of Spielhagen's own position.

Schmidt's hostility to Bismarck is further fuelled by his
belief that Bismarck is responsible for the increase in
industrial conflict in Germany and: for the rise of socialism,

He sees a direct connection between Bismarck's political
principle of 'Machﬁ vor Recht' and attempts by workers to assert
their muscle-power by organising strikes. All workers Jjoining
Schmidt's factory are required to sign a declaration that they
are not members of any socialist organisation; when three

workers who signed are discovered to be socialists, they are
dismissed.”? Schmidt has no sympathy for the confitions in which
the workers live, claiming that their misfortune is due to their
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lack of discipline, their drunkenness.96 For Schmidt the workers
have broken faith by threatening to go on strike, he turns to
Reinhold:

"Da hast du eine Probe von der herrlichen preuBischen
Disziplin, die dir im Kriege so imponiert hat; da hast du
ein Stiick von der neuesten deutschen Treue und: Redlichkeit,
wie sie in Bismarcks Schule gelernt haben!" (97)

Bismarck is blamed for the lack of loyalty of the workers:

"Wer ist es gewesen, der das Wort gesprochen, daf Macht vor
Recht geht? oder wer, wenn er es nicht gesprochen, hat durch
seine Handlungen so viel dazu beigetragen, daB der
verruchte Satz zum Grundsatz der jetzigen Menschen geworden
ist, nach dem sie ihr Tun und Lassen regeln?" (98)

There follows a long catalogue of criticisms of Bismarck: he it
was who by.hisucontempt for the Reichstag and its members,
discredited parliament and the idea.of parliamentary government,
who by hié.unprincipled.use of every.méans at his disposal

pro vided the working class with an object lesson in the sueccess
which contempt for law and order .can bring:

"Wer hat unser gutes ehrliches Volk gelehrt, wie man mit
denen, die sie zu ihren Vertretern bestellt haben, in
ewigem Konflikt lebt und iiber die Kdpfe dieser ihrer
Vertreter weg nach seinen Zielen greift?" (99)

Bismarck had achieved his ends, Schmidt continues, by the
unashamed use of force to threaten and intimidate:

"Wer hat...unser Volk gelehrt...wie man sich eine Armee
schafft und eine gefligige Partei, die zu allem Ja und Amen
sagt, und was man sonst braucht, um diese Ziele zu ’
erreichen?" (100)

By his strategy of brutal confrontation Bismarck had created a
gsituation - so Schmidt argues - in which bitter and irreconcilable
conflict is normality; this has led, in turn, so Schmidt
concludes, to an increase in conflict between employers and their
workers, Schmidt blames Bismarck for revolutionising the working
masses, people who at one time were so loyal and upright:

"Hast du es nicht gehdrt, das Wort von den Arbeiterbataillonen?
Sie sind schon léngst kein toller Traum mehr eines hirnver-
brannten Schwidrmers. 8ie sind eine Wirklichkeit, die '
drohend widchst wie eine Lawine und sich friiher oder spéter
vernichtend liber uns alle wilzen wird. Wer kann es ihnen
verdenken? Macht geht vor Recht! Und so ist die Revolution .
in Permanenz erklért, und der Krieg aller gegen alle." (101)
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Schmidt is adamantly opposed to socialism whose demands he finds
quite unjustified, although he does fear that they will triumph
in the end, He argues that if Bismarck had not defeated the
liberals in their bid to establish genuine parliamentary '
government, unrest among'the workers could have been channelled

“through the representative institutions of a liberal

constitution and. the conflict of interest between employers and
workers. could have been resolved in a peaceful and orderly
fashion., Now it was too late: the workers had rejected
parliamentary means and were dreaming of revolution, of

" abolishing the whole social order and it was Bismarck who had

shown the way to success by his use of force and his strategy
of conflict,

While Bismarck's attempt to.curb the political influence }m““"m
of the Catholic church and ward off what he regarded as a
threat to the state by means of fairly repressive measures no
doubt helped to poison the political atmosphere: in Germany
and divide society into hostile camps, it is doubtful whether
Bismarck can be held responsible for the increase in industrial
unrest and for the rise of the socialist parties:which was more
a consequence of the rapid economic development of the 1870's and
the ensuing urbanisation and proletarisation of the lower
classes. Spielhagen himself did not regard Bismarck as
responsible for the rise of socialism in the 1870's in Germay:
he had shown in his novel 'In Reih' und Glied' how unsympathetic -
the liberal parties and the employers were to the idea of social
reform, Schmidt is an example of just such a liberal. Spielhagen
saw the liberals themselves as - in part - responsible for the
rise of revolutionary socialism by their failure to respond to
the need for social reform.

Giraldi, an Italian Jesuit, represents the scheming
nature of the Roman Catholic church, as it was seen by many
liberals at the time of the 'Kulturkampf'(1871-1878). Spielhagen
was passionately opposed to institutionalised Christianity,
whether catholic or protestant and to what he regarded as the
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reactionary. influence of the Church, what he called 'das
Pfaffentum', though he had no objections to the humanist ethical
message of Christianity.102 Giraldi thus represents a power and
an institution of which Spielhagen disapproves and to this
extent he had no quarrel with Bismarck's anti-catholic measures.,

Spielhagen employy the figure of Giraldi, an opponent of
Bismarck and implicated in political intrigue of the blackest
kind, to offer an interesting evaluation of Bismarck's policies.
Giraldi believes that Bismarck has deliberately concealed his
real aims, the 'Kulturkempf' is a massive distraction to divert
the public's attention from his real goal which is to.
consolidate the .power of the Prussian monarchy. Bismarck may
be in alliance with. the liberals on this one particular issue,
but he will change his stance when it suits his ultimate goal,
because he . is baSically - .as Giraldi puts. it..- the 'Majordomus
der Hohenzollern!.193~.Although Bismarck is no.conservative in the
traditional sense, neither is he a liberal, his 1ibéralism is, in
Giraldi's opinion, 'zur Schau getragen'.qo# Bismarck is a
Prussian Junker and his supreme political goal is the
preservation of the monarchical system of government as the best
defence of Junker interests: |

"Glauben Sie mir, Exzellenz, dieser Mann(Bismarck), trotz
seines geflissentlich zur échau getragenen Liberalismus,
Aristokrat vom Wirbel bis zur Zehe und trotz seiner
Aufgeklirtheit voller mittelalterlich-romantischer
Schrullen, kann von Herzen nie etwas anderes wollen, und
wird nie etwas anderes wollen, als ein Konigtum von Gottes
Gnaden." (105)

Giraldi goes on to argue that, by opposing the Roman Catholic
church Bismarck is attacking the very principle upon which his
political system depends for its survival: the belief in the
divine right of kings 'Das Konigtum von Gottes Gnaden'qOG:

"Ohne Priester aber kein Gott und kein Kénigtum von Gottes

Gnaden - das heifit, er s#gt sich den Ast ab, auf dem er
sitzt." (107)

While recognising that Bismarck's aim was a strong monarchy,
Giraldi overestimates the degree to which Bismarck was
dependent on either the monarch - at least as long as Emperor .
William I was alive - or on religion as an ideological support.
In the long term Giraldi was no doubt correct in thinking that
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the secularisation of society and consequently of the institutions
of state were a threat to the basis of monarchical authority.
Giraldi believes that the contradiction in Bismarck's political
strategy between his aim of a strong monarchical government and
his means which at that moment consisted of concessions to
capitalist and constitutional libebalism coupled with attacks on
established religion must ultimately lead to a collapse of the
‘precarious structure he is attempting to build. By sowing the
seeds of revolution Bismarck is undermining the foundation of his
own edifice:

"Er wird...gezwungen werden, den Widerspruch seines Zweckes -
das Konigtum ven Gottes Gnaden ~ und. seiner Mittel, die er
aus der Ristkammer der Revolution entlehnt hat - immer
offener darzulegen; und dieser Widerspruch, in den er
rettungslos hineintreibt und aus dem die Revolution
hervorgehen mufl - denn kein Volk duldet auf die Dauer ein
in sich widerspruchvolles Regime - ist das Steinchen, das °
schon im Rollen ist und die Lawine entfesseln und den KoloB
zerschmettern wird." (108) . .

Giraldi deduces the collapseuof.the.regime from. its contradictory
nature. The contradiction was, however, soon resolved with the

ending of the 'Kulturkampf'(1878) and the catholic Centre Party

became from the 1880's onwards a major partner in the centre-

right parliamentary alliance upon which Bismarck depended for 3
majorities in the Reichstag. '

Giraldi predicts Bismarck's failure to subdue the Roman
Catholic church by the use of legal restrictions; Bismarck had,
he claims, fundamentally mistaken the nature of the Church:

"Wir sind, wie wir immer waren und immer sein werden. Und
Exzellenz, daB er das nicht begreift, da er glaubt, uns

durch Drohungen und Schrecken einzuschiichtern und zu

Geschopfen seines Willen machen zu kOnnen - das ist sein
Achillesferse, Er wird, wenn er sieht, daB er auf diesem

Wege nicht weiter kommt,...versuchen, mlt uns zu paktieren." (109

He even foresees Bismarck being ultimately obliged to come to an
arrangement with the Church.

The novel was completed before the 'Kulturkampf' was
abandonged, and before Bismarck had broken with the liberals,
yet both developments are adumbrated in the novel: the failure
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of the 'Kulturkampf' is predicted by Giraldi and he also exposes
Bismarck's sham liberalism concealing a conservative monarchical
ideology?1o He also implies that Bismarck will soon be seeking
a pact with the Catholic church and the Centre Party. An altogether
very discerning analysis of the overall political situation in
Germany at the time of the 'Kulturkampf' and the prospects for the
future! Bismarck might have been able to emasculate liberalism
by his unification of Germény, but he was less successful in his
attempts to defeat catholicism or later socialism. Neither
catholicism. or socialism were prepared to surrender their basic
aims for any concessions that Bismarck might have been able to
grant. Ultimately it must be said that Bismarck suffered defeat at
the hands of the catholics and the socialists. '

BExzellenz , with whom Giraldi discusses Bismarck,
remains an anonymous figure, but is probably Windthorst, the leader
of the catholic Centre Party. At one point in his evaluation of
Bismarck's policies and the viability of his regime Giraldi claims
that Bismarck's days are numbered:

".ssdich sehe bereits das Steinchen aus der H6he fallen, das
dem KoloB die FiiBe zerschmettern wird." (111)

Bismarck's regime will founder, he says, on the contradiction
between his aims which are to establish 'das starke preuBische
Kﬁnigtum'qquandnthe means, 'Mittel, die er aus der Ristkammer der
Revoluﬁion entlehnt'hat':l13 as, for example, his granting of
universal male suffrage. Exzellenz brushes this optimistic
asgessment of Bismarck's imminent demise to one side, pointing out
that it is based on logical abstraction and fails to take one vital
factor into account, namely Bismarck's personality:

"Glauben Sie mir, verehrter Freund, der Beurteilung solcher
wahrhaft historischen GréBen ist die r#dumliche BEntfernung
ebenso ungilinstig, wie die IEntfernung der Zeit. Ihr in Rom
glaubt euch alles durch die Logik der Tatsachen erkliren zu
kdnnen, was einzig auf Rechnung der iberwdltigenden
Persdnlichkeit des Mannes kommt..." (114)

Bismarck's power and influence, his hold over people was in no
small measure due to his forceful personality and to his

authoritative exercise of power: ' ST

"Menschen wie er, meine ich, lassen sich {iberhaupt gar nicht
par distance verstehen; die H8lfte zum mindestens des
Zaubers, den sie auf ihre Zeitgenossen ausiiben, liegt in
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"ihrer Personlichkeit. Man mufl solchen Leuten eben persdnlich

nahe stehen, sich mit ihnen in der Kammer herumzanken, sie

in eine Hofsoiree treten sehen, um zu begreifen, warum die

Bestien vor diesem Lowen in den Staub ducken und selbst, :

wenn sie Opposition machen, es doch nur bis zum Schweif- T __
wedeln bringen." (115) t

Arguments. such as those put forward: by Giraldi with the emphasis
on internal logical consistency ignored - Exzellenz replies - }—————
those qualities in Bismarck's character which played a decisive

.role in maintaining his power; Exzellenz warns Giraldi not to

underestimate Bismarck's intelligence, resilience, courage or
ruthlessness.

",,.er ist mutig - bis zur Tollkiihnheit: er liefert téglich
Beweise davon." (116)

Exzellenz appears . to be of the opinion that Bmsmarck's power

is assured as long as. he is able to continue to intimidate _

or cajole parliament into. supporting his policies, whereas B
Giraldi sees Bismarck as undermining - by his.concegsions to

atheistic liberalism ~ the very structure he wishes to secure: the

monarchy. |

What purpose do the Bismarck discussions fulfil in ‘'Sturmflut'?
To what extent has Spielhagen merely attempted to give an account
of significant contemporary discussion of Bismarck - the novel as
mirror -~ to what extent has he intervened himself in the -
discussion, either subtly by means of characterisation or more
openly? Most figures represent a recognisable aspect of
contemporary discussion of Bismarck and to this extent Spielhagen
has fulfilled what he believed to be the prime task of the novel,
to mirror major trends in society. The views of Count von Golm, of
General von Werben and the President correspond fairly clearly to:
the two major schools of thinking on Bismarck within the Prussian
conservative camp in the 1870's, while Ernst Schmidt's opposition
to Bismarck is representative of republican thinking,  although this
was very much a minority voice in the 'post-1870 period. Carla von
Wallbach's views ~ Spielhagen draws a superb caricature of the
female salon intellectual - reflect at a facile and superficial
level -~ an approach to Bismarck that was linked with the
emergence in the Bismarck era of a cult of heroes, a tendency to
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to revere men of great intellectual and artistic stature.117
Philipp Schmldt, Reinhold Schmidt and Giraldi are characters whose
views are less readily identifiable as representative of any
particular section of centemporary thinking. “Although Philipp
Sehmidt is probably modelled on Strousberg, the railway magnate: and
financial speculator, the very explicit link that Spielhagen
establishes between his ruthless business methods and Bismarck's
political.practice suggest that he is more a product of .
Spielhagen's mind rather than a carefully observed representative
man., He serves -~ all too obviously - to illustrate the

corrupting . influence of Bismarck's example and success on

moral and political values and remains a Spielhagen hypothesis,
although entirely convincing.as a character within the action of
the novel. On the..other hand, Spielhagen may well have observed
contemporary . businessmen speak in such terms: only an

examination of contemporary. attitudes - in.the case of Strousberg,

~ an examination of biographical material -.could.establish to what

extent such attitudes.were 'real', that is to say, accurately .
observed and recorded,

Reinhold Schmidt falls into the same category: in one way it
is an éxtraordinarily prescient portrait of a young man who has
succumbed to the false values of nationalism and militarism, and
aé such, seems more.typical of the 1890's and later than of the
1870's. Did Spielhagen actually come across such attitudes in -
the young people of his day, or is Reinhold a product of
Spielhagen's mind, a composite character, a distillation of a
number of observed contemporary trends?

Giraldi is a special case, a member of the catholic
hierarchy whose analysis of Bismarck's policies and their aims
bear the stamp of Spielhagen's own approach: Giraldi's
assessment of Bismarck's central aim, the preservation and
consolidation of the Prussian monarchy, coincides with Count von
Golm's views and thus acquires a certain weight. It is, however,
curious that Spielhagen should have chosen a Jesuit as a medium for
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the expression of his own assessment of Bismarck's overall

political strategy. ' |
Spielhagen did not content himself with a mere ;

reflection of contemporary Bismarck discussion: his characterisation

of those who are enthusiastic admirers of Bismarck - Philipp

Schmidt and Carla von Wallbach - is negative in the extreme,

excepting for the moment the figure of Reinhold Schmidt. Count

Golm, a conservative supporter of Bismarck's strategy of

containment by concession is in contrast neither negative nor

positive. Equally, the conservative Prussian particularist

opponents..of Bismarck - General von Werben and the President -

are not particularly negative characters either. Of those who

oppose Bismarck Giraldi is painted in the.blackest, most

sinisterg colours, but even Ernst Schmidt, the liberal

republican is hardly a positive character as his oppdsition is

portrayed as stemming from intractable hostility to Bismarck the

man., From the poinf@f view of characterisation Spielhagen can hardly

be said to have weighted the dice subtly in favour of opponents of

Bismarck, as might be expected, given Spielhagen's own republican

‘sentiments, ' '

Bpielhagen's intentions are realised in a somewhat different
way: the figure of Plllipp Schmidt and Giraldi represent Spielhagenfs
own contribution to the debate on Bismarck. Bach of these o
characters represents an important idea that he was trying to get
across to the liberal-minded reading public of his day. Philipp
Schmidt. illustrates the link between the worship of material
success; whatever the cost, and Bismarck's influence. Spielhagen
no doubt hoped that the reader would reject both Philipp Schmidt's
philosophy together with its apparent author, Bismarck. Giraldi's
thought-provoking analysis of Bismarck's strategy concludes that,
whatever stance he may adopt at any one moment, Bismarck is
basically committed to defend the monarchy and the aristocracy
against inroads from parliamentary middle class influence. Spielhagen. __
felt that many contemporaries were apt — in the atmosphere of the
'liberal era' when the National Liberals regarded themselves as
the ‘'government party' - to forget that Bismarck was above all a
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the German Empire. Giraldi's contribution would serve to
remind readers of this.
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II : The novels of the 1880's,

a. Was will das werden? (1887) o

The novel was written against the background of the rise

of the Social Democratic Party, a rise that continued even after A -

Bismarck had attempted to suppress it as a political organisation
by the anti-socialist measures of '1878.'l The. phenomenal increase
in electoralssupport for the party - although the party was
forbidden, individual members were allowed to. stand as

candidates at elections for the Reichstag - made Spielhagen.
aware. .of . the conditions.under which the large majority of
working-class people lived and worked, In 'Sturmflut"® his.
attitude bto.socialists and to. the working=-class had not been.
particularl‘y.sympathetic,2 now. not only .is he sympathetic, but
the aim of this novel is to plead the cause of socialism.3

~ Bismarck had broken with.the. National Liberal Party in
1878; after a momentary upsurge in the early 1880%s liberalism
began to decline as a political and intellectual force,
Spielhagen had always regretted%the_liberal%‘*lack of sympathy P
with the interests of the working class. In this novel he
demonstates the need. for drastic social reform which he believes
can only be brought about by an alliance between liberalism and
socialism. The purpose of the novel is explained in the closging
pareang;raphaz"IL it is to demonstrate the justice of the socialist
cause. This is done by mapping out in the course of the novel
the development of the hero, Lothar Lorenz from a liberal-minded
admirer of Bismarck to a revolutionary opponent of Bismarck and
bourgeois society. The novel is in this sense a political
'Bildungsroman's; But Spielhagen is also concerned to show
sympathetically how the hero: comes to an understanding of the

need for socialism and why he allies himself to the working-class
struggle.

The major cause of change in Torenz's initially fairly
orthodox political views is his first-hand experience of the
misery of the working class; he: turns against a society that can
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complacently accept such conditions. Spielhagen depicts the

attitudes of the middle and upper classes in society towards the
working class, high-lighting their lack of concern for social

p————— —

- reform and showing, too, their reliance on BiSmarck to solve

the problem of working class discontent. In the figures that
Spielhagen introduces in the novel admiration and support for
Bismarck usually goes hand in hand with a fair degree of '
indifference to the lot of working people. It is Lorenz's
realisation of the urgency of the social question and his anger
at Bismarck's attempt to suppress political expression of
working class discontent that turns him into an opponent of
Bismarck. ©Spielhagen thus confronts the reader with the social

'-problem.and questions the validity of the anti-socialist case.

He seeks to enlighten and inform the reader about conditions in
Germany. The final speech by Count Pahlen is an impassioned
appeal to the middle class to abandon hypocritical adherence

to a sham Christianity and to take the social challenge of the
Christian message seriously and seek to realise Christian values
in society.6
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2, Eofhaf'Lbfenz?g'dévelopménﬁ.

As a young lad Lothar Lorenz has much. the same capacity for
uncritical. admiration as Reinhold, the object of his admiration
is a dashing figure of a man, Major von Vogtriz.7 Iothar's
admiration for the Major is described in terms that point to
Bismarck’s influence and hold on large sections of the German.
people:

"Wie: aber Phantasie und Gemiit eines Volkes von einer

méchtigen Persdnlichkeit, die unter ihm aufsteht, so: ergriffen
und erfillt werden kann, daf seinem eisernen Willen
nachzuleben, hochste Ehre und Pflicht scheint und Denken und
Empfinden eines jeden allméhlich. die Farbe seines Denkens

und’ Empfindens annimmt, so war jetzt der Major fiir mich: mein:
Ideal und mein Heros..." .(8) .

He: is otherwise fairly indifferent to developments in politics,
showing no..interest in.the 1866 war between Prussia and Austria.9
This generally apolitical attitude co-exists with a startingly
enlightened brand: of anti-clericalism, as Lothar is a confirmed
free-thinker.qQELothar's principal companions in his youth are:
both sons of the Prussian aristocracy, Ulrich von Vogtriz, known: as
Schlagdoro and Adalbert von Werin. Confronted with Schlagdoro's
devoted admiration for Bismarck and linked with that, the
importance Schlagdoro attaches to submission and absolute
obedience, Lothar rejects both, his friend and his views,

revealing basic objections to authority imposed on the individual
in the name of traditional privilege. Lothar, whose father had been.
a revolutionary republican,11 asserts his republican beliefs:

"..oich war ein Flirstenhasser und Republikaner, wie der
Vater seinerzeit gewesen ist. ... Wie konnt ich da fiir

. die Gefolgschaft mich erwdrmen, in die, wie Schlagdoro
sagte, die Vogtriz ihren Stolz setzten!" (12)

At this stage he: is already a firm republican opponent of
Bismarck and: his reactionary policies:

", .sSchlagdoros spezielle Schwérmerei war (Bismarck): den
ersten und stdrksten aller Mannen, den glénzenden Paladin,
den getreuen Eckart, der Schirmvogt des Konigtums von Gottes
Gnaden! Schlimm genug flr ihn in meinen Augen, wenn er eine
Institution auf einem rocher de bronze befestigen half, die
die freien Griechen und Romer nie ertragen, und selbst
Barbarenvdlker abgeschiittelt hatten, sobald sie sich miindig
fiihlten." (13) ' '
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Lothar's friendship with Schlagdoro is further threatened when
he learns that it was a member of the Vogtriz family who had
been in command of a battalion dispatched to help quell the 1848
Revolution, a Vogtriz who had given the order to shoot at
revolutionaries, fighters for freedom andﬁjustice in a republic,
among whom was Lothar Lorenz's own father., He recognises the
Junker class as the enemies of freedom, as opponents of the very
ideals he holds dear: ' |

"Es war, als wiren die nichsten Tage dazu ausersehen, gerade
nach dieser Seite hin mein Gemiit noch mehr zu verdiistern,
meine: Oppositionslust zu schiiren und mich nachdriicklich:
daran zu mahnen, daB ich mich wahr und wahrhaftig im Lager
meiner Feinde befinde." (14) -

Lothar. perceives the.gulf fixed between himself and the Vogtriz:
"...eine Kluft,..uniiberbriickbar, die zwischen Menschen
befestigt ist, von denen die einen zdh am Autorititsglauben

hangen, die anderen sich vor keinem Gesetz beugen wollen,
gegen dessen RechtmiBigkeit ihre Vernunft sich suflennt
- und ihr Herz protestiert." (15) SR

The.ariStocracy.represented'by Schlagdoro accepts and seeks to
bolster the authofity.of'existing monarchical ihstitutions, because:
it is in their interests to do so; .the liberal middle class

seeks - equally because it is in its interest - to change

society in order to implement the ideals of liberty and b
repfesentative government, This necessarily meant challenging

the authority of existing ihstitutions, as exemplified in Lothar
Lorenz's republicanism. Lothar's opposition to the social and
political status quo: is reinforced when Schlagdoro‘s father;

Hoerr von Vogtriz, claims that it is the duty of every Prussian
patriot to defend the sovereign power of the monarchy, 'das
Konigtum von Gottes Gnaden'. He goes on to complain that

Bismarck has undermined the principle of monarchical government

in Prussia by usurping power that rightly belongs to the King and
Emperor., In terms reminiscent of Frederick William IV's
rejection of a written constitution as coming between the monarch:
and the people, Herr von_Vogtriz denounces Bismarck for coming
between the King and: the people:

"Uberhaupt sei es ein Kreuz und ein Elend, daB man bei S
Jedem Schritt auf Bismarck stoBe und immer erst fragen

muB, wie Bismarck sich zu der Sache gestellt habe. Das sei

in der guten alten Zeit nicht so gewesen. Da habe man einfach:
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"gefragt, was will der Konig? und damit basta! Diese
Einrichtung, daB ein verantwortlicher Minister zwischen
dem Konig und seinem Volke: stehe, sei auch nur wieder eine
Erfindung von 1848." (16)

Ultra-conservative: Prussian aristocrats like von Vogtriz regard e
Bismarck as having betrayed - by his concessions to constitutionalism 5

- the-principles upon which the Prussian monarchy was founded, as

having undermined the authority of the monarchy as an T

institution. Herr von Vogtriz aiso.regards Bismarck as something

of an irresponsible: adventurer, a militarist who, preoccupied

with international affairs, spends his time:arranging wars and

neglects the vital interests of his fellow Junkers: Bismarck was
->intVogtriz's-opinidn-—-to blame for the war with. France:

"Jawohl Bismarck! er habe. die Suppe eingebrockt, mdchte: er
sie: doch allein auszuessen haben., Jawohl Krieg! das sage sich
-80-leicht und mdge auch: ein préchtiges Ding sein fiir junge
Herren besonders...mit einem tlichtigen Pack Schulden auf dem
Riicken, die dann hiibsch: zu Hause bei dem Herrn Papa blieben,
der sie bezahlen mdge, wenn er kdnne! Erst sollte einmal

der Herr Kanzler der schreienden Not der Landwirte steuern
durch verniinftige. Kornzdlle und staatliche: Unterstiitzung

der Kommunen..." (17) -

Lothar Iorenz finds himself increasingly ouls of. sympathy with
all he hears in the company of aristocrats; finally, even his
idol as a young lagd, Major von Vogtriz: reveals himself as an:
opponent of republidanism'and a supporter of Bismarck's power
politics. Major von Vogtriz emphasises the need for strong leaders
like: Bismarck: ' '

"Da, wo Sie Ihr hdchstes Ideal, die Freiheit suchen, liegt es
nicht, weder flir Sie: persdnlich, noch. fiir die: Nation., Wir
Deutsche verstehen alles; uns selbst disziplinieren, verstehen
wir nicht. Wir kdnnen alles, wenn wir die rechten Fiihrer
haben, denen wir folgen diirfen; wir sind die Beute von
Nationen, die nicht so viel wert und nic¢ht so stark sind

wie wir, sobald uns diese Fihrer fehlen, Unsere: Geschichbe
beweist es von Anbeginn bis auf den heutigen Tag." (18) '

Germany has only been great when it has had great leaders: the

success of Bismarck and the failure of the 1848 Revolution proved

that the Germans as a nation lacked the discipline: to exercise

individual freedom without degenerating into anarchy. Major von

‘Vogtriz argues that a democratic republic is impossible for : S
Germany and the Germans, since it does not suit their national
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character.19 The implication is that you would have to change
the national character of the Germans to. introduce: republican
government that WOuld'work; the nineteenth century was general
in its agreement that national character was, by and large, ;
a fairly permanent phenomenon. As Major von Vogtriz puts it: -

"Man mufl ein Volk nehmen, wie es ist; Dinge von ihm
verlangen, die es nicht leisten kann; ihm Institutionen E—
zumuten, die nun und nimmer aus seinem Wesen hervorgehen, '

- heift einen Birnbaum haben, von dem man Apfel pfliicken.
will. Die Republik ist eine sc¢héne Sache - filir andere,
nicht fir uns Deutsche, Darum, wer an unser Kbénigtum
rihrt, das Gottes Gnade uns gewdhrt hat, und das mit
Gottes Gnaden uns zu den hdchsten Héhen der Bildung und
Freiheit filihren wird, versiindigt sich an dem. Geist und
Leib der deutschen Nation." (20)

Lothar Lorenz rejects such.views, freedom is the mark of a true
man, not.obedience: .. .. . : . .
"..;ein’GefolgSmann‘,'das heiBt: ein Mensch, der sich des S
hdchsten Gutés dés Menschen, der Freiheit seines Denkens
und Harndelns, begeéeben hat, um-der Vassall seines ILehnherrn
~ zu sein, das heiBt: der Schatten eines Schatten!" (21)
Lorenz's friendship with Ulrich von Vogtriz thus gives him the
opportunity to frequent the houses of the Pommeranian
aristocracy, an experience that considerably reinforces his
latent - and up till then rather intellectual - adherence to the
ideals and: values of republicanism. He concludes that the: ;
aristocracy is egocentric and arrogant and maintains its |
position. only thanks t0:a servile middle class:

"Unsere Sache war die gute (i.e. republicanism), und sie
wiirde einst triumphieren iliber die jener, die anders und
besser zZu sein glaubten als wir, wdhrend ihr Anders- und
Bessersein nur in den Vorteilen bestand, mit denen sie
sich gegenseitig flitterten, und die ihnen von der
sklavischen Gesellschaft sanktioniert wurden." (22)

Even his.clbseffriend'Ulrich:was corrupted:

"Maria hatte recht, von diesem Standeshochmut und dieser
Standesborniertheit wilirde sich auch Ulrich niemals frei
machen konnen, s0 brav er sonst war und wie sehr er sie
lieben mbchte." (23)

Lothar Lorenz's other companion as a youth is Adalbert von Werin.,
Both Adalbert and his sister are, in contrast to Ulrich, very
critical of conditions in Germany. Their mother, Frau von Werin,
is an impressive eccentric who has dedicated herself to the:
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task of rehabilitating her husband's reputation who - she is
convinced - was wrongfully convicted. She hopes to achieve this
by writing letters of petition to Bismarck, the only person
empowered - as she believes - to reverse a decision of the:
courts, This'is partly out of a recognition of Bismarck's position

~of supreme power in Germany and partly - and more obscurely -

because she has evolved a system, distilled from her reading of"
Goethe's 'Faust', whereby the world is controlled by a hierarchy
of demons in which Bismarck ig the prlnCLpal demon. Adalbert
explains.his mother's notions to Tothar:

",..denn sie hat bald herausgefunden, daB der Mann (Bismarck)
an Geist und noch mehr an Willenskraft alle anderen
Uberragt, wie ein Riese gewShnliclie Sterbliche, @&ie dem
Riesen nun wolil oder {ibel Heerfolge léisten miissen., Was
aber fiir uns mit sehr natiirlichen Dingen zugeht, und darin

besteht, daB endlich. einmal wieder ein Kraftmensch erstanden:

ist unter Millionen von Schwidchlingen, hat fiir sie einen
ganz anderen Zusammenhang." (24)

Por all her demonology Frau von Werin is clear enough:as to
Bismarck's political aims, she writes to him in one of her 1etters

"Es wird ein Pyrrhus-Sieg (sein) fiir das Kbnigtum von Gottes
Gnaden, dessen Erhalter und Mehrer Sie ja doch sein mdchten
und von Threm Standpunkt sein miissen," 225)

Spielhagen thus employs the curious figure of Frau von Werin to
remind the reader that Bismarck's essential aim is to preserve and
increase the power of the monarch against attempts by parliament
to assert its influence; she is also: the medium for criticism

of the resurgence of feudal ideas of ‘service' and 'loyalty'
within the upper classes, a development not unconnected with:
Bismarck's autocracy.

& further momenﬁous step in Lothar Lorenz's political
development is taken when his republican~inspired opposition to
Bismarck im turned to. ardent admiration with the news of victory
over the French armies in the Franco-Prussian war:

"Eine Freudenwelle flutete diurch mein Herz, in die doch ein
Tropfen Neid sich mischte, Wenn sie so fortfithren zu siegen,
was blieb fir mich Ubrig? Wirde nicht der Krieg zu Ende
sein, bevor ich das Gewehr in dle Hand bekam?" (27)

Lothar resolves to join the army and play his part in what for him
is a 'holy war'; to Adalbert's objections that notions of a 'holy

war' are mistaken, Lothar replies that he is taking the same step as
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thousands of others:

"Wie? rief ich: das, was ein grofies Volk einmiitig erstrebt,
wofiir es Gut und: Blut getrost aufs Spiel setzt, das nennst
du kein Ziel? Vaterlandsliebe, der Kampf fiir die :
bedrohte Freiheit, die geschindete Ehre - das wire kein
heiliger Kampf?" (28)

The. basis of their friendship, a common belief in humanism -

Adalbert had befriended Lothar after Lothar had written an essay

on 'Lessihgs Humanismus und:Nathan_der Weise;29 - is threatened
by Lothar's war fever, but Adalbert believes that sooner or later
he will réalise that both the decision to fight and his
admiration for Bismarck are:mistaken.aO:In the: 1light of his
newfound enthusiasm for Bismarck Lothar does not reject his
liberal beliefs, but attempts a synthesis in which Goethe,
representing. the humanism of Weimar classicism, and Bismarck,

the man of action, are seen as two aspects of the German spirit:

"6 Goethes Volk, O Goldstiick halb gepriget,
Halb nur geachtet auf dem Markt des Lebens,
Zu leicht befunden in der VSlker Rat -
Den vollen Kurs schuf der dir unentwegt,
- Er, Bismarck, der Erfiller deines Strebens,
Des Idealen; er, der Mann der Tat,"
Giganten beid im Planen und Vollbringen;
Und beide deutsch bis zu der Seele Grunde." (31)

The: pathos is typical of many of the Bismarck poems written at
the time.o2

Both Adalbert and Professor Willy, an 1848 radical and
teacher at the school, are opposed to the war with France. and try

to dissuade Lothar from joining up. Adalbert utterly repudiates the:

idea of a 'holy war'; for him all war is evil, since it sows
the seeds of future conflict. He refuses to believe that the
meanihg of history and man's inevitable fate is to stagger from
one war to the next:

"Aber ich flirchte, du halst zu fest an der Botschaft, der
uralten, deren Bimbam durch die ganze Weltgeschichte:
lédutet, und der sie gléubig gefolgt sind: die Assyrer und
Agypter, Meder und Perser, Griechen und RSmer und
Germanen und wie sie alle heiBlen, liber tausend und
abertausend Schlachtfelder und durch Meere von Blut, immer
fiir Freiheit, Ehre: und Vaterland, immer nach demselben Zielk
der Obmacht des Stérkeren iiber den Schwidcheren, die dann

von dem demnichst Stérkeren abermals in Frage gestellt wird,
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"worauf der wiiste Kampf sich erneuert in schauerlicher
Monotonie, Nein, und ,tausendmal nein! das kann nicht das
Letzte sein, weshalb es die Natur zu einem Menschengehirn
gebracht hat!" (33)

Adalbert rebels against a fatalism which hag condemned man to
accept poverty and war as inevitable. He is an utopian
revolutionary fired by a vision of society in which slavery and
injustice, poverty and war is abolished, a vision sustained by

a belief that the spirit of humanity will descend - as did the: Holy
Ghost at the first Whitsuntide - at some point in the future on
the people, filling them with a new zeal and a new vision of a
'‘befreite Menschheit‘.54 Adalbertis-0ppositioh to the war is part
of his conviction that the course of human history must be:
radicaliy altered towards the goals of peace, freedom and social
Justice. This makes him a bitter critic of the privileged and
wealthy classes in society and a fiery opponent of Bismarck whom
he sees as defending the interests of the ruling class. Called

‘upon to raise his glass to: Bismarck, Adalbert refuses:

"Ob ich den Konig ehren will, steht mir nicht frei...

Ob ich einen Biirger meines Volkes und wdre er der Nichste an
dem Thron, ehren will, das steht bei mir: ich werde es tun,
wenn ich Ehrfurcht vor ihm empfinde, ich werde es nicht

tun, empfinde ich sie nicht. Nun denn: vor Graf Bismarck
empfinde ich: diese Ehrfurcht nicht." (35)

Professor Willy's opposition to the war is based on his belief
that the_whdle thing was engineered by Bismarck; he also fears the
consequences of victory for the humanist values of German culture.
Already, he complains to Lothar, vicious anti-French propaganda
and: the glorification of war is having its effect on the youth: of.
Germany: '

"Mit solchen wiisten Bildern wird nun die Jjugendliche
Phantasie erflillt! die falschen Vorstellungen berichtigen.
sich wohl mit der Zeit, aber der Eindruck bleibt, Diese
Generation, wenn sie herangewachsen, wird es mit dem
Menschenleben so genau nicht nehmen." (36)

Professor Willy blames Bismarck for the decline in idealism and
humanism, Bismarck has thoroughly corrupted the younger
generation:

"Ist das denn eine Jugend? Diese klugen Greise von neunzehn
Jahren, die fiir unsere Ideale nur ein mitleidiges Iécheln
haben und nichts auf der Welt bewundern auBer sich selbst.
Nein doch, ich habe den Mann vergessen, der fiir sie die
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"Verkdrperung des Zeitgeistes und ihr Vorbild ist, dem sie
nachzuleben glauben, wenn sie ihm abgucken, wenn das eben
dies Geschlecht der ideenlosen Nachbeter und Nachtreter
einem Genie..,.abgucken kann." (37)

With the storm-clouds of war gathering he looks back nostalgically
to the cultural achievements of German classicism ag the great
age: of idealism:38

"Ja, es wird dunkel um uns, die wir noch an Ideale

- glauben, sehr dunkel! Ich sehe schon die v5llige Nacht
hereinbrechen; und Gott mag wissen, wann es, oder ob es
Jemals wieder tagen wird., Wenn das Salz dumm wird, womit
s0ll man salzen? Wir Deutsche waren einst das Salz. der Erde,
als Goethes Genius unsrer geistigen Physiognomie seinen
Stempel aufgedriickt und ihr damit den hdchsten Ausdruck

e

gegeben hatte, dessen sie fdhig ist.™ (39)
But Lothar cannot accept that Bismarck's influence has been. so
thoroughly destructive ofﬁideaiism,.Bismarck had merely given
expression to a dimension of the German character that had been
hitherto neglected:

"Wie hatte der Professor gesagt? 'Goethe hat unsrer

geistigen Physiognomie seinen Stempek aufgediiickt und ihr
damit den héchsten Ausdruck gegeben!' Nun Ja, gewiB! aber
nach der einen Seite: doch nur. Hitte er die heilige
Notwendigkeit dieses Kriegées verstanden? Nein. Mein Gott,
was hé&tte der Mann nicht verstanden! Vielleicht eines -
nein, sicher, eines nicht: sein Volk mit fester Hand vor die
EntscheidungiXfithren: hier muSt du siegen oder untergehen! o
nicht ein wehrloses Volk! ein Volk, dem den Arm zum Kampf.
gestdhlt, die Waffen fiir den Kampf geschmiedet und !
geschérft! Ja, wahrlich, das war doch auch: ein hdchster !
Ausdruck des deutschen Geistes, und. dessen wir bis dahin _
ermangelt hatten. Das war die andere Seite der Medaille!

Auf der ersten Goethe - auf der anderen - Bismarck." (40)

After the war Lothar Lorenz spends some time at the home of
a most unusual member of the aristocracy, a duke, an admirer of
Lassalle and a man whose commitment to republican.and socialist
ideals has made him a bitter opponent of Bismarck., The Duke.
reproaches the Germans for their lack of political.will,44
blaming this dependence on Bismarck and his achievements for the
German nation. He finds it pérticuvlarly significant that
Bismarck is able, without contradiction, to credit himself with
the achievement of German unity, as if no-one: else had
contributed to the struggle, a fact - as the Duke comments -~ which
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reflected the.sad lack of confidence of the German people.ih.thein

own abilities. That the German public should be prepared to actept

and celebrate Bismarck as the creator of a united Germany 42 is a
source of considerable resentment to the Duke. While conceding
that Bismarck is a political realist 43 he denies that Bismarck
is a genius

"...am wenigsten Genialitét, die ihm alle Welt beimiBt." (44)
How could. Bismarck be a genius? He lacked all originality:

"Genialit#ét! So nenne man mir doch nur eine einzige Idee, von
der man sagen kdénnte, sie sei aus dieses Menschen Kopf
enteprungen?" (45)

The Duke procedes to enumerate the various sources of Bismarck's
political strategy: the.liberals had wanted to. unite Germany long
before Bismarck, the ‘Nationalverein! had advocated a united
Germany under Prussian hegemony; not even Bismarck's “Realpolitik’
was original: |

"Hatter nicht seine Ideen eine nach der anderen zusammen-
getragen von unsern politischen Denkern? bei Justus Mbser
angefangen bis auf Lassalle., ... Die: ganze Theorie von
Blgt und Eisen, die ganze. Lehre von den sogenannten
Rechtsfragen, die im Grunde Machtfragen sind - alles, alles
konnen Sie bei lLiassalle lesen in schonster, klarster

- Uberzeugendster Auseinandersetzung..." (465

The: Duke regrets the untimely death of Tassalle whose political
aims were a true reflection of the 'Zeitgeist':

"...die Emanzipation, die Vermenschlichung des vierten
Standes., Die Ubersetzung der papieren Menschenrechte von
1789 inddie Wirklichkeit des neunzehnten Jahrhunderts - mit
einem Worte: die Zwecke und Ziele der Sozialdemokratie,"(47)

The Duke is a highly improbable figure, hardly a.representative

member of the aristocracy in -the Germany of the: 1880's, there must.

have been véry few dukes who so openly embraced: the cause of
republican, socialism, What was Spielhagen‘% aim in creating such:
a character? To the extent that the Duke stands for that synthesis
of liberal and socialist ideals which Spielhagen believed was the
only solution to Germany's social ills, he is a symbolic figure,
rather like Fontane's Dubslav von Stechlin, Perhaps Spielhagen
thought - with Lassalle in mind - that an aristocrat as an
advocate of social democracy would carry more weight with: the
average middle class reader., |
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Under the influence of the Duke Lothar comes to distinguish
between Bismarck's achievements for Germany - which: remain - and
his conservative policies which Lothar decides he: cannot support;
he reasserts his basically liberal beliefs. His admiration of
Bismarck, as expressed. in the sonette 'Goethe uwnd Bismarck' is
discarded and replaced by a more balanced and differentiated -
assessment of Bismarck:

"...50 rédumte ich denn vor der Hand ehrlich ein, daB ich
allerdings nur eine kurze Zelt lang fiir den gewiBlen Jemand
geschwérmt habe; und dafBl, obgleich meine politischen

berzeugungen...nach:einer ganz anderen Richtung gingen, ich
doch. die Genialitédt des Mannes und seinen ungeheuren

Verdienste um unser Volk willig anerkenne." (48)

Lothar Lorenz's admiration for Bismarck remains an episode, a .
phase in his political development.49 While he is a guest of the

Duke, he works on a play about Mintzer, indicating the:fevolutionaryim“mm”m

direction in which his political thinking is moving, |
| |
I
The final stage of his development is his experience of a
doss-house-cum-hide—out for criminals in Hamburg. Lothar Lorenz
had’ planned to emigrate to America, but gives his ticket instead
to:a socialist fleeing from political persecution under Bismarck's

anti-socialist legislation. What he sees -~ the dregs of society - P

shakes his whole being:

"0, der grauenhaften Stunde, die mir noch heute nach Jahren:
in ihren gr#&flichen. Einzekheiten dann und wann ein Traum:
zuriickbringt, aus dem ich in AngstschweiB: gebadet, erwachel
und: mir einreden mdchte, es sei eben nur ein Traum und nicht
denkbar, daf so wahnsinnig Scheuflliches: in der Wirklichkeitb
existiere." (50) :

in the light of his experience Lothar feels that he has been

. living an unreal life, ignorant of the existence of such.

degradation and misery; he realises that Adalbert was right:

"Es ist leicht, Optimist zu sein, wenn man nicht sehen will
oder - sehen kann.," (51)

It was only possible to be an optimist about the state of German
society on the basis of ignorance of social misery.

Lothar discusses Bismarck with August, the socialist to whom s

he gives his ticket: August impatiently brushes aside Bismarck's
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unification of Germany as irrelevant.,Germany may have been
united geographically and politically, he says, but nothing else
changed: '

"Uhd. dann ein paar Jahre: Festung und hinterher noch eben

so viele Zuchthaus, Und das alles, weil man kein Tyrannen-
knecht ist (52) und sich fiir die Tyrannen nicht die
Knochen entzwei schieflen lassen will, daBf sie ihre schénen
Siege gewinnen und: sich Retter des: Vaterlandes schelten
lassen, damit's doch hiibsch: beim alten bleibt." (53)

Spielhagen saw the fears that he had. expressed. in "Allzeit Voran'
confirmed by subsequent developments.54 The: divide in 1871 had
been between a conservative aristocracy and a liberal middle
class; now, in the 1880's, with the aristocracy and the middle
class very largely in the same political camp, the great divide
was between the upper classes and the vast mass of workers in
town and country. Hearing .of anti-semitic riots in his home-town
in which soldiers fired .on the crowd, Lothar considers:
"Er (Thomas Mintzer) hétte an jenem Tage gestanden auf der
- Seite 'der Tausende und Tausende, die: in soziale Zusténde
hineingeboren werden, deren Druck sSie sich nur in
verschwindenden Ausnahmen entziehen konnen, wdhrend die
Masse im Bann der Armut, des Elends, der Unwissenheit
verharren mufl, Bis sie dann in ihrer Unwissenheit und ihrem
Unverstand zu Mitteln greifen und zu Schritten sich: dréngen.
lassen, deren letzte Polge darin besteht, daB die Vertreter
der staatlichen Ordnung auf sie Feuer zu geben gezwungen:

gind, So taugt doch wohl diese Ordnung nicht ganz? So ist
doch wohl etwas faul in diesem Staate?" (55)

Lothar Lorenz's experiences have brought him to. the point where

he seriously begins to question the structure of society. Major

von Vogtriz who had given the order to fire onjthe ignorant and
wretched crowd, had protected the social order and was always

bound to do so0 as he had a vested interest in the: maintenance

of the present political structure.56 The Major was defending |
a society that sought to perpetuate the division of mankind into |
two camps: ' '

"Es ging ein RiB durch die Menschheit, daB sich als
Todfeinde bekdmpfen mulliten, deren Herzen sich sonst in
herzlicher Liebe gefunden haben wiirden." (57)

Lothar is repelled by the Major's action and his admiration for

the Major turns to hatred. Lothar does not blame. the poor for g_"

rioting, om. the contrary he sympathises with their action and
displays a compassionate insight into their situation:
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he watches crowds of working people swarming along a street in
Berlin:.

"..o.und dennoch schwoll und schwoll es unerschdpflich aus
dem Abgrund' des Elends, sich eegieBend durch die endlosen
abendlichen StraBen iliber die von Schmutz und Regen
schliipfrigen Trottoirs beim Flackerlicht der Laternen in
wimmehnden schwarzen ununterbrochenen Zgilen von Menschen,
aus deren Mienen kaum jemals Genligen und Zuversicht
blickten, fast ausnahmslos Verdrossenheit iiber das Heute: B —
und’ Sorge fir das Morgen, wenn es zum besten war. Und dann,

im raschen Sinken, Stumpfheit und Dumpfheit von Seelen, die

nie gedacht oder zu denken und fiir das Morgen zu sorgen
léngst verlernt haben, Und tiefer und tiefer: Verbissenheit,

Wut, Verzweiflung. Zuunterst die Grauengestalten, die ich
in dem Hamburger Verbrecherkeller kennen gelernt; das
Verbrechen, gegen das sich die Menschheit nur wehren kann,
wie gegen das wilde Tier, das in die umfriedete Herde briclit.

Das waren Keine schwarzén Phantasien eines pessimistischen

- . weltentfremdeten Poeten," (58) | .
Lothar is frankly shocked at the complacency of the bourgeoisie:
which dismisses the social problems of the day as due to the
stupidity and lack of discipline of the working masses,59 a view
that he rejects. He sees the working cIaés_as the victims of a
social order whose hall-mark is inequality and social deprivation
on a vast scale.

Attendance at a socialist meeting convinces Lothar that
socialism is the only solution. He realises.that the workers are
chained by'ecohomic necessity to the system, that there. is no
escape. for them; they are, in turn, products of a system which
stultifies and depraves.6O Lothar Lorenz becomes a revolutionary
socialist, his aim the emancipation of the working class:

"+..ein Revolutiondrs.., der eingesehen zu haben glaubt, daB
bei dem jetzigen Stande unsrer staatlichen und sozialen
Verhdltnisse die weitaus groBere Majoritit, die der Armen
und: Elenden, niemals in den Vollbesitz. ihrer angeborenen,
ihnen auch gesetzlich verhieBenen, aber - nicht durch den.
Willen der Einzelnen, sondern eben durch die Verh#ltnisse -
vorenthaltenen Menschenrechte gelangen kann; und der deshalb:
bei seinem bescheidenen Teil versucht und bemiiht ist, den
Wandel dieser Verh#ltnisse heraufzufiihren," (1)

Lothar joins Adalbert and a group of revolutionary socialists,
including a Russian anarchist Count Pahlen 62 and Colonel von
Vogtriz, who has been dismissed from the Conservative Party. The B

strategy and tactics of revolutionary change are. discussed at great.‘
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length in the group. Lothar expresses his revolutionary
exhilaration in a number of poems:

"...als Zeichen der revolutionédren Stimmung, in der ich
mich damals befand, und die so weit ablag von der, aus der
heraus ich auf der Schule die Bismarck-Sonette geschrieben
hatte," (65)

All thrée poems are sharply anti-Bismarck and also critical of
the: pro-Bismarck middle class. The first poem, entitled simply
'Junker' is intended to. remind the reader that Bismarck is
first and foremost a Prussian Junker, that his loyalties are
primarily to Junker interests. The main target for criticism
in the poem are those who express their admiration of . Bismarck
in their attempts to imitate his Junker manner: '

"Doch sie, die bllndllngs folget, die Kohorte,
. Dém Goliath, der. ebnete die Bahn,
Schwort (da sie sich nichts Hoheres weiB) zum Worte;

. Steckt protzig an den Hut dén frechen Klunker;
Und jeder glaubt, er hab' was Recht's getan,
Hat er sich weidlich aufgespielt als Junker." (64)

In the second poem 'Zweiter Klasse" the Junker is criticised
for his contempt of the middle class; Lothar is astonished that
the middle class can regpond to: such contempt by eagerly
imitating the Junker in manners, attitudes and politics:

Nun faB" ich nimmermehr, wie die Kanaille,
Die biurgerliche, gleichfalls schwirt auf 'Taille'
Und s&belrasselnd klappert mit den Sporen.

Ihr tut mir leid, ihr Junker zwelter Klasse!
Wie ihr euch. krampfet an des Hochmuts Sparren,
Man krediert euch nicht die Schneld' die Verves,

Egs lacht ob euch der Junker echter Rasse,
Und einer zu dem anderm spricht mit Schnarren°
Nun ja, ein Kamerad - von der Reserve!" (65)

The poems are an expression of Spielhagen's own disillusionment
with the middle class - of which he -was himself a member -~ now
that they had abandoned all claim to political power in Bismarck's
Germany; instead they were eager to:adopt Junker attitudes and
conservative principles,

The third poem consists of four sonnets contrasting the

~ sayings of Christ with the standards of contemporary society:
“the first sonnet concludes:

"Gebt endlich zu, wie wenig es bededte,
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- "Nennt ihr noch 'christlich' den modernen Staat!" (66)
The second sonnet is a Jjuxtaposition of Christ's teachings and
the principles of Bismarckian 'Realpolitik':

"Igt christlich euer Tun von Blut und Eisen?
Ist christlich euer Satz: vor Recht gilt Macht?" (67)

The sonnet concludes that concern with material wealth: has become
so- predominant that even the gpirit of charity found in pagan
'societies hasg been suffocated. The third sonnet exposes the

sham of modern institutionalised Christianity: the Church is
anxious to conceal the truth that there is no life after death

in paradise since if the lower classes discovered this, they

would’clamour for decent living conditions in this life. The final

sonnet warns of the consequences of Bismarck's enslavement of the
.German nation: the first verse states the commonly held view that.
Bismarck was infallible, ‘a. political genlus, a priest of the:
oracle., . The second verse describes the reaction of the people
which is to.yield up absolute power .and authority. to Bismarck the_
infallible to rule. over the people:as he sees fit, untrammelled
by lesser, narrowee minds. A parallel is then made between the
absolutism of Bismarck and the absolutism of Frederick the Great:
both men were generally acknowledged as great, both ruled over
slaves, not citizens, The final stanza points out that such. great
men die without a heritage, except the heritage of an enslaved
nation., In the case of Frederick the Great the consequence of this
was defeat at the hands of Napoleon; Spielhagen has the uneasy
feeling.that at some time in the future the enslavement of the
middle class by Bismarck will avenge itself and lead to some |
catastrophe. It is unlikely that Spielhagen was'thinking in

terms of some future military defeat of Germany; his reference to
the defeat of Prussia was designed to shock. the: reader into a
consideration: of present trends in German society and their
possible consequences in the future. '

After a long and circuitous political evolution Lothar
Lorenz finaliy turned to socialism as the only political
philosophy that offered a radical alternative to the feudal
pyramid of exploitation, misery and injustice which constituted
contemporary capitalist society.
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3. Social Christianity and liberalism in the Bismarck'era'

Spielhagen deals with two important developments in German
society in the late 1880's: the emergence of a specifically
political and socially oriented Christianity and the decline of
liberalism., Towards the end of the novel Pastor Renner - who had
been parish priest to the von Vogtriz family -~ reappears as leader
of a new political party that is agitating for social reform within
a strictly monarchical system of governmenﬁ. Renner represents the
'Christlich-Soziale Partei' of Btoecker which advocated a 'soziales
Kﬁnigtum'.68 Although opposed to Bismarck's anti-clerical
'Kulturkampf'69 Pastor Renner's .concept of the social order is
not far removed from that of Bismarck: '

"Ein Volk von Briidern im Herrn und Schutz und Schirm des
Kénigtums von Gottes Gnaden.™ (70)

‘Pastor Renner's Christianity is an appeal to tradltlonal authorlty

supplemented by promises of social reform to alleviate the worst
excesses of free enterprise capitalism, but reform was only to be
permitted insofar as it did not encroach on the essential
privileged position of the ruling class. Renner's strategy is
very similar to that of Bismarck: attempting by means of social
reform to win the support of the working-class'- and t@% prevent
revolution - while preserving the existing hierarchical structure
of society and especially, allowing the army and the aristocracy
to retain their feudal positions in society. Spielhagen suggests
that Christian socialism -~ as propagated by Renner with the full
support of the establishment - would mean polltical dictatorship
under the monarchy and milltarlsm.71

The latter part of the novel is concerned with the decline of

- liberalism under Bismarck, The two representative figures in the

novel are Professor Willy and Professor Hunnius, both members of
the academic middle class(Bildungsbiirgertum); they represent the
two main streams of liberal thought that developed in response to
Bismarck. Professor Hunnius had been an 1848 radical who believed
that Germany could only be united &f the monarchy was abolished;
his adherence to republican ideals were more a means to an end,
namely, uhification, rather than the end itself., Professor Hunnius
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freely admits that he ﬁas mistaken:

"Ich habe im Frankfurter Parlament gesessen auf der
guBersten Linken und war der Uberzeugung, daB Deutschland nur ;
durch die Republik zur Einigkeit gelangen kdnne., Nun sind wir pro e
zur Einigkeit auf dem besten Wege, der ein ganz, ganz ' i

- anderer Weg ist; ja, wir haben sie eigentlich bereits, die
heiflersehnte Einigkeit, und ich habe mich {iberzeugen miissen,
da meine damalige Uberzeugung ein Irrtum war." (72)

Later in the novel Professor Hunnius who was elected to the
Reichstag as a member of the National Liberal Party and had supported
Bismarck, is presented as a dejected, broken man:

"Es geht mit dem Liberalismus abwirts, jetzt noch langsam, aber
die retrograde Schnelligkeit wird schon kommen nach den
Gesetzen des Falles auf der schiefen Ebene., Is ist das
Schicksal aller Mittelparteien in Zeiten, wie die unsre, wo
die Gemiiter in eilner Weise erregt sind, daB ihnen nur das
Extreme genligt. Der Staatssozialismus auf der einen, der
Sozialismus sans phrase auf der anderen Seite; was dazwischen
ist: die fleiBige, stetige Arbeit; die Aufbesgerung der i
materielleni Verh8ltnisse des Volkes peu 4 peu; die allmdhliche,
Wenn auch in-kleinen Dimensionen fortschreitende Hebung seines
moralischen Niveaus; die sukzessive Erweiterung seines
intellektuellen Horizontes ~ dgs alles ist ja nichts, weniger
als nichts in den Augen der HeifBisporne des Absolutismus und
des Radikalismus." (73) ' |

Professor Hunnius's brand of liberalism with its emphasis on slow

but steady moral and intellectual improvement had been overtaken

by the speed of social change in Germany and the creation by the H
industrial revolution of an urban proletariat. He is unable to
recognise that it is the failure of the liberal middle class to

take the initiative with social reform that has given rise to

unregt and radicalism among the working population and blames the

Jews for the decline of liberalism.

The other representative of liberalism is Professor Willy, he
too was an 1848 republican, but, unlike Prbfessor Hunnius, he has
retained his ideals and hag not abandoned his republican principles
because Bismarck has unified Germany. Professor Willy is a member
of the Progressive Party, the other more radical liberal party that
persisted in its opposition to Bismarck after ’1866.75 He has strong
sympathies with the socialists, agreeing with their aims but
objecting to the means, namely, revolution; he thus takes up a T
position very similar to that of Spiélhagen himself at this time.
Count Pahlen pleads in the concluding paragraphs of the novel for
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an alliance between liberalism and socialism to realise the
social republic of liberty, fraternity and equallty.7 Those
liberals who - in Spielhagen's view - compromised their liberal
principles and supported Bismarck are portrayed in the novel as
disappointed men clinging to unreal hopes in a world they no
longer understand, while those radical liberals who were in the
Progressive Party are depicted as alive to the urgency of social
reform, This is a rather tendentious picture of the Progressive
Party, since there was, in fact, little prospect of a
rapprochement between the liberals of the Progressive Party and
the socialists of the Social Democratic Party in the 1880 s; indeed,
the party voted against Bismarck's social welfare legislation,
There were undoubtedly radical llberals who believed - as does
Préfessor Hunnius - that liberalism could only survive if it
allied itself with socialism, and this was a view that was later
in the 1890 s to gain increasing acceptance in left-wing liberal
circles.77 Spielhagen is clearly using the novel as a vehicle
for his own view that such an alliance was the only solution to
the problems German society faced.
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4, Conclusions

The novel is an ambitious attempt'to give a panoramic picture ;nmmmm
of society in Germany from the 1860's to the 1880's, as seen -
through the eyes of, and as experienced at first-hand by, the hero
Lothar Lorenz. The purpose of the novel is to show how members e
of the upper and middle classes become revolutionary socialists |
by describing, in the first instance, the political evolution of
the .hero Lothar Lorenz, a member of the republican middle class,
and, in the second instance, the political commitment of such
figures as Adalbert von Werin, Count Pahlen and Colonel von Vogtriz.
Spielhagen believed that it was necessary to convince the upper and
middle strata of German society of the need for drastic social and
political neform; the novel serves this end. Spielhagen believed
that it was preferable for reform, genuine and radical reform, to
be initiated from above rather than through revolution.78 Bourgeois
society is seen as complacent under Bismarck's tutelage, while
Bismarck's own strategy, as represented by Pastor Renner, is
diagnosed as a bundle of half-measures, designed to alleviate
material poverty and distress, while continuing to deprive the
working class of their political rights. i

Bismarck and discussion of his policies and influence do not
play a major role in the novel; he is rather the eminence grise of
the novel, so much a part of the establishment, the author and
originator of its mentality that criticism of the social order
inevitably implies criticism of Bismarck's defence of that order.
Those who are most trenchant in their criticism of society are
also bitter opponents of Bismarck,'while; conversely, those who
support the status quo are umually supporters of Bismarck, Bismarck's
general aims are once again identified as the strengthening of the
monarchy at the expense of parliament and a concern to preserve
the power and position of the Junker. More particularly Spielhagen
blames Bismarck for his influence as 'Verkdrperung des Zeitgeistes
und ihr Vorbild' 79 on the younger generation,'for their militarism
and lack of idealism. Lothar Lorenz's central experience is his
rejection of Bismarck - and his own admiration of Bismarck - because
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he has realised that Bismarck's ultimate aims involve defence

-0f what to Lothar Lorenz is a basically unjust and unfree social
and political order,
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b. FEin neuer Pharao (1889)

1. Introduction

In 1887 Carl Schurz, a revolutionary republican who had fled
from Germany to the United States after the collapse of the 1848
Revolution, revisited Germany. He was a friend of Spielhagen -
they had known each other as students in the same corporation at
Bonn - and probably visited him in Berlin. A similar
situation exists in the novel 'Ein neuer Pharao': Smith, whose
original name was von Alden, was also a republican revolutionary
of aristocratic background who had to go into exile; in the late
1880's he returns to Germany where he is confronted by
Bismarckian political attitudes. He soon comes to the conclusion
that Bismarck's Germany is no place for a liberal republican and
returns to America, '

.His opposite number in the endless political discussions is
a Dr., Brunn, the representative of Bismarckian Germany., Brunn, like

.Alden, was a member of the 1848 Frankfurt Parliament, but, under

the influence of developments in Germany since 1866, he has
adopted a less rigorously liberal position and is inclined to
regard conditions under Bismarck as satisfactory. The two
protagonists, Smith and Brunn, represent the two strands of

‘liberalism that developed in reaction to Bismarck's achievements;

Brunn is an admirer and supporter of Bismarck, Smith an
opponent. Thus the republican liberalism of 1848 (Smith) confronts
the Bismarckian national liberalism of the 41880's (Brunn).

Spielhagen attempts to assess the moral and political
relevance of the two brands of liberalism to the political
situation in Germany in the 1880's. Are the 1848 ideals still
valid or are they, as Brunn assérts,_hopelessly old-~-fashioned
and no longer relevant? Bismarckian Germany had largely abandoned
the liberal principles of the previous generation; Brunn
exemplifies in his career the gradual transformation from
constitutional liberalism to national liberalism, though he does
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retain a somewhat wistful allegiance to the ideals of
liberalism. The younger generation in the novel are completely
products of the Bismarckian era for whom liberalism is a matter
of history, an unpatriotic ideology that failed in the past
and was now irrelevant. A new type of political man, the man

of Bismarckian principles, had emerged, a product of the course
of German history under the influence of one man, Bismarck.

"Der neue Pharao ist die verdnderte Zeit; sein Nichtwissen
‘von Joseph die verdnderte Denkweise der Menschen, der
verdnderte Mensch," (80)

The confrontation between Smith and Brunn obliges Brunn to
reassess his political posiﬁion and attitude towards Bismarckian
Germany. Brunn's initial satisfaction, his 'Loblied auf die
deutschen Zusténde' contrast mérkedly with his resignation and
weary melancholy at the end of the novel; in hisé protracted
conversations with Smith he has come to realise that the political
development in Germany under Bismarck is far from satisfactory.
Just as in-'Wés will das werden?' the hero developed from a
liberal admirer of Bismarck into a socialist opponent, so, too,
in this novel there is a development away from admiration of
Bismarck and fairly uncritical support of his policies to a more
gsober view of the situation.s1 The political discussions between
Smith and Brunn are parallelled by characters and events which
clearly illustrate the natﬁre of the 'neuer Pharao', the changed

~attitudes and changed men of Germany. The two representatives

of the new Bismarckian Germany are Herbert Ilicius and Hartmut
Selk. Herbert Ilicius is a civil sérvant, a conservative, a
careerist and social climber, Bismarck is his model in all that
he does; Hartmut Selk is a socialist, an outcast with a chip on
his shoulder, yet he too sees in Bismarck a model for his own
behaviour., Their respéctive-political positions are at. opposite
ends of the spectrum, but their basic attitudes to 1life are the
same; they illustrate the polarisation in German society that
Spielhagen felt was due to Bismarck's influence.
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2. Smith's criti(jue of -Bismax:ckian Germany

In the first of his many discussions with Brunn, Smith
describes Bismarck's Germany as a. grave-yard, a graveée~-yard of the
hopes that liberals had had of setting-up a parliamentary system
in Germany: not only had no progress been made towards the
establishment of a liberal system of government, but the
liberalism of Bismarckian Germany appeared to have very little
in common with the liberalism that had inspired the struggles
of 1848 and the 1860's.52 Smith concedes that he should not
expect time to have stood still in the forty years that he has
been away in America, but he is nonetheless somewhat bewildered
by Dr. Brunn's glowing account of conditions in Germany and his
hopes for the future. Smith begins to wonder whether Brunn was
ever a true liberal: |

"Wielleicht war er nie Re ublikaner, wie ich es von génzem
Herzen gewesen bin." (83% |

Brunn's liberalism had - it appeared - capitulated so willingly
to Bismarck's conservatism that Smith doubts the sincerity of
his claim to be a liberal.84 While Dr., Brunn is apparently
convinced that all is well, Smith in a review of his impressions
of Germany points to the defeats that liberalism has suffered.
The monarchy, far from being weakened and circumscribed by
constitutional safe-guards, had strengthened its position under
Bismarck: ' ' |

"...das Konigtum von Gottes Gnaden, wie es sich jetzt
préchtiger und machtvoller als je etabliert hat." (85)

The constitutional demands of liberalism have been contained and
absorbed by what has remained egsentially a monarchical system of
government., Political power in Germany, Smith claims, has been
effectively retained by the aristocracy, while the middle class
~has no more than marginal influence on the political destiny of
Germany. Smith regards this as a consequence of the unification
of Germany under Bismarck.86 He goes on to criticise the

nationalism of Germany's political stamce under Bismarck and points

out that this iszﬁontradiction of the aims of liberalism:

"Ich halte weiter dafﬁr, daB die Zusténde, wie sich jetzt
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"bei uns herausgebildet haben, wahrhaft gesund nicht sind,
sondern, unter dem Gesichtspunkt der Erziehung der Menschheit
zu ihren hdchsten Zielen, als eine Reakbtion und als ein
Hemmnis angesehen werden miissen, in ihrem SchoBe nicht Heil
und Segen zeitigend, sondern das Gegenteil von beiden." (87)

Smith predicts catastrophe if Germany persists on its present
nationalist course:

"...daB diese nationale Politik, welche nur danach strebt,
die Nation méchtig zu machen und vorherrschend vor den
andern, nichts weiter ist als das alte Manchestertum...auf
die groBen Verhdltnisse der Vélker und der Menschheit
Ubertragen. Das muB aber in seiner Konsequenz und
Verallgemeinerung -~ denn die anderen Nationen machen es Jja
nicht anders und nicht besser - zu einem Weltenbrande
fihren," (88) '

Germany's.strength in the past had lain in the idealism and
humanism of its cultural achievements,89 now it, too, had

~embarked on a policy of imperialism and military might. Smith is

also sceptical of the success of Bismarck's social policies:

"Ich glaube nicht an die Heilkraft dieser Volksbegliickung von
oben herab; ich glaube, vielmehr: ich bin fest tberzeugt, .
dafl die politische Reaktion ihr Versprechen, selbst wenn sie
es ehrlich meint, nicht einldsen kann." (90)

The conservative establishment would only allow political and
social reform that did not endanger their own domihant-position in
society, a situation ~ as Smith believes - that the working class is
unlikely to accept. Smith's analysis of German society in the
1880's is an indictment of the policies pursued by Bismarck,
policies which Smith believes will, in the long run, threaten the
stability of Germany internally and her security externally.

The first conversation between Smith and Brunn and the
ensuing conversation between Smith and Ralph, a young American
friend, serve as a vehicle for radical criticism of conditions
and developments in Germany based - ostensibly, in the terms of the
novel - on Smith's observations since his arrival in Germany.
Bismarck is mentioned only very seldom in the novel but he is =
directly or indirectly -~ the cause of much that Smith finds
objectionable.91 Spielhagen's readers would be aware enough of
the contemporary situation to appreciate the links between Smith's
points of criticism and Bismarck's influence without Spielhagen
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having to make them explicit. Bismarck's influence on the younger
. generation is illustrated in the figures of Herbert Ilicius and
Hartmut Selk.,

Ralph is inclined to think that Smith's criticisms are
exaggerated; however, when asked by Smith what his impressions
were, he is obliged to concede many of the points that Smith had
made. Thus Ralph, the reluctant critic, comes to roughly the same
conclusions as Smith, This is the direction in which Spielhagen
wishes to lead the 'reluctant' reader, away from an uncritical
to a critical view of the situation. Ralph confirms that

anti-liberal and reactionary views predominate:

"Ich habe in den vielfachen Gespréchen, die ich mit den
dlteren Herrschaften - Herren und Damen - fiihrte,
Behauptungen aufstellen, Ansichten vertreten héren, die
allerdings nichts, aber auch gar nichts 'von Joseph'
(i.e. liberalism) wuBten.," (92) -

Most thought that the socialists should be suppressed - brutally:

"Da ist mir besonders ein eisgrauer General erinnerlich, der
geradezu filrchterlich war, DaB er Eure Sozialdemokraten
einfach ad unum omnes niederzukartiétschen wiinschte, war
das wenigste." (93)

Free institutions were regarded as impossible in Germany; some
conservatives even suggested that the present fairly

innocuous constitution would have to be replaced by a more
authoritarian system in order to deal with political and social
unrest among the working class.

"Dabei hatte man die H8flichkeit, unsre freien Institutionen
gelten zu lassen; aber eben nur fur Amerika, In Deutschland,
in Buropa seien dergleichen unméglich, wie denn auch wir
Uber kurz oder lang mit den inzwischen villig

verédnderten sozialen Verh&dltnissen unsre Verfassung von
Grund aus revidieren muBten." (94)

A further suggestion was to extend

"..0den Religionsunterricht in den Volksschulen auf
mindestens zwdlf Stunden wdchentlich..." (95)

The members of the younger generation Ralph spoke to were
Just as reactionary: Herbert Ilicius, a 'representative man' .
thought too that

", ..dem wachsenden sozialdemokratischen Wahnsinn...endlich
die Zwangsjacke werde angelegt werden miissen..." (96)
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He prides himself on his realistic approach to life; he has a
contempt for idealism and admiration for the superior
'Willenmensch' as exemplified by Bismarck. In these respects he
is typical of the younger generation who would in time determine
the road Germany took:

"Herbert, mit seinen zweifellos bedeutenden reellen .
Qualititen und der damit vielleicht obligaten Verstandes- S
niichternheit und bewuBten Abwendung von einer poetisch-
idealen Auffassung des Lebens als die richtigen

representative men eineg wichtigen Teils der jetzigen deutschen
Jugend erschienen." (97)

Ralph's'observations are supported by those of another
American, Miss Anne Curtis who has come to the conclusion that
German youth, although infinitely more cultured than American
youth, was not as independent. Spielhagen had alreedy registered
his unease at the way German youth appeared to have a need %0
serve some great cause, to follow and be led, in his novel of the
1870's 'Sturmflut'.’® In the latter decades of the nineteenth
century this tendency to submit eagerly to authority was
sublimated into an ideal, that of 'Germanic fealty' (germanische
Gefolgschaft). 99 The feudal concept of 'obedience to one's lord'
had been preserved as an integral part of the code of conduct of ;
the Prussian military caste, a concept that was now adopted by
the middle class as an expression of its loyalty to the monarchical
state from which it also, however, expected protection of its
economic interests.qoo This 'feudalisation' of the middle class
. coincided with - and was itself the cause of - a re-interpretation
of those qualities that were taken to constitute the essential
German character., Whereas in the earlier part of the nineteenth
century - against a background of struggle by the liberal middle
class for constitutional rights - the early Germans had been
invoked as models of freedom and justice, possessed of ancient
rights, the emphasis in the latter part of the century shifted
to their 'loyalty'(Nibelungentreue) and ‘obedience'(Gefolgschaft).
That the period of greatest interest in the nature of the German
- national character, 'das deutsche Wesen' should have coincided with
the establishment of Bismarck's Germany had one unfortunate
consequence: features peculiar to German society under Bismarck
were identified and then postulated as expressions of the

i
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unchanging German character. Thus conservative and feudal
virtues and qualities were propagated as expressions of the
essential German character, while liberal and democratic virtues
were dismissed as alien and un-German. Even to such staunch
republicans as Spielhagen German history seemed to confirm that
the Germans were by nature a subservient people:

"Um es mit einem Wort zu sagen: es mangelt ihm in
betriibéndem MaB an der persdnlichen Initiative. Sie hat ihm
immer gemangelt. Unter seinen groBen Kaisern hob sich das
deutsche Volk jedesmal méchtig in die HOhe; unter den
schwachen sank es sofort wieder herab. Es will gefihrt sein.
Ist das nach Sedan sehr viel anders geworden? Ich glaube
nicht. Es will mir scheinen, als ob die Neigung zum
selfgovernment, bei dem jeder entschlossen und mutig mit
zugreifen mufl, bei meinen Landsleuten noch immer das
schiémige Knospenstadium nicht iiberwunden hat, sie noch immer
ihre Direktive sich gern von hochster Stelle geben. '
lassen." (101)

The Bismarckian constitution with its emphasis on a powerful
Chancellor aided by a consultative Reichstag was widely seen as
consonant with the German national character:

"Wir halten vorerst beim Kaisertum. Es hat in dem
germanischen Gefolgschaftsgeist eine weitaus solidere
Basis als driiben(i.e. France) das Cidsarentum in der
gallischen Neuerungssucht." (102)

Thus the monarchical system of govermment established by
Bismarck was sanctified by its alleged appropriateness to the
immutable racial characteristics of the German nation. By the
same token Bismarck was hailed and portrayed as a Germanic hero.
Submission to his,authority became allegorically transposed
into a positive Germanic virtue, obedience sublimated into an
act of affirmation. Opposition to authority was regarded as
unworthy of a German vassal.1 |

A further discussion between Smith and Brunn in which Smith
has a further opportunity to air his criticisms of Germany, is
provoked by Brunn's confident assertion that conditions in
Germany are the envy of the world: |

"So gebe ich denn auch jetzt die Hoffnung nicht auf, Sie,
Herr Baron, werden, wenn sie die neudeutschen Zusténde erst
besser kennen gelernt und sich in dieselben eingelebt haben,
den stolzen Bau unsrer Einheit und Macht, wie er jetzt vor
einer staunenden und neidvollen Welt prangend dasteht,
bewundernd anerkennen, und, was ja dann selbstredend ist,

103
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"gern beitragen, diejenigen Teile, welche in der Eile
vergessen oder meinetwegen auch miBraten sind, hinzu-
zufiigen, oder in Harmonie mit dem Uibrigen zu bringen." (105)

Brunn's naive optimism as to the prospects for liberal reform of
the Constitution ('Teile, welche in dér Eile vergessen...')
contrasts both with Bismarck's notorious resistance to any such
change and the darker mutterings from conservative quarters that
the Constitution should be revised, as it was too li‘peral.106

With his gaze fixed on Bismarck's achievements he apﬁears unable

to apbreciate the essentially anti-liberal and anti-parliamentarian
thrust of Bismarck's internal policies. Smith can only express

his amazement that Brunn is able to live with political and

social conditions which must be anathema to him as a liberal:

"Ja, offen gestanden, ich kann nicht wohl begreifen, woher Sie
selbst trotz Ihres machtvollen Naturells und elastischen
Temperaments die Kraft und den Mut hernehmen, Dinge zu
ertragen, die Ihnen doch ein Abscheu sein miissen, wie mir,
weil sie dem deutschen Wesen, wie wir es gellebt und heilig
in uns selbst bewahrt haben, unz1emllch, ja diamentral
entgegengesetzt sind: diesen prahlerischen, s#belrasselnden
Chauvinisnmus; diese Loyalitét, die sich Friedrich Wilhelm
IV Wort zum Wahlspruch genommen zu haben scheint, und sich
in ihrer byzantischen Ubertreibung erst recht schon diinkt;
diesen krassen Materialismus, der jeder idealen Wallung
hohnvoll ein Schnippchen schlé&gt; dieses Strebertum bei
Jung und Alt, dem der Erfolg alles ist, es mdgen die Mittel
sein, wie sie wollen. Das ist mein Deutschland nicht." (107)

A formidable catalogue: chauvinism, militarism, materialism,
subservience to authority, contempt for idealism and the worship
of success, BSignificantly those who subscribe most blatantly

to the new philosophies of realism and success are also
admirers of Bismarck. The picture is made even darker by the
misery of the working class:

"Und unter dieser gleiflenden Oberflidche grollt und murrt die
misera plebs - mit zwiefachem Recht. DaB sie elend ist, wer
wagte es zu leugnen? und soll sie es nicht als einen Hohn
empfinden, dafl man ihr kaltblitig Entbehrungen ansinnt,
die von den Besitzenden auch nicht einer freiwillig auf
sich nimmt?" (108)

Smith is probably referring to the rise in the cost of bread and
other basic imported food-stuffs following the imposition of
protective tariffs., Brunn replies that Bismarck is planning
gsocial legislation that will go a long way to alleviate present
condltlons.qo9 He relies characteristically on Blsmarck to
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provide a solution to the social question.

Smith's conversations with Herbert Ilicius and Hartmut Selk,
two young representative men of the Bismarck era, are once again
confrontations of the liberalism of the 1840's with the
Bismarckian realism of the 1880's. In his conversation with
Selk - who is a socialist - the issue is whether the ends can
justify the means, more particularly, whether ﬁhe Just caﬁse of
gocialism can Jjustify attempts on the life of the monarch.qqo
Smith maintains that evil means will corrupt even the holiest
cause:

"Der Kénigsmdorder selbst, falls er sich etwas bei seiner
greulichen Tat denkt und nicht bereits dem Wahnsinn
verfallen ist, was will er anders als der Erfolg seiner
Sache um jeden Preis? Aber widre die Sache noch so: gut: mit
unheiligen Mitteln entwertet man die beste, erreicht man
heilige Ziele nie, weil, wer sie anwendet, indem er sie
anwendet, moralisch geschidigt wird." (111)

Selk, who has been imprisoned for his political beliefs, regards
force as a legitimate political weapon; he is convinced that
socialism can never win against the ideology of Bismarckian
realism unless it fights on equal terms and adopts the same
methods:

"Nach meiner Einsicht und Uberzeugung hat nie und nirgends
der Idealismus im Kampfe mit dem Materialismus eine Chance
gehabt, verschméhte er die Waffen, deren jener sich
bedient." (112) -

The lesson of Bismarck's success has not been lost on the younger

. generation, as Selk continues:

"Macht geht vor Recht, heifit die Losung der Zeit; genauer,
wer die Macht hat, kann diktieren, was Recht sein soll,
Recht ist. An diesem Fundamentalsatz kann der Wille des
Einzelnen nichts &ndern; wir miissen es nehmen, wie es
ist." (113)

As Brnst Schmidt in 'Sturmflut' remarked, the general application
of Bismarckian principles plunges society into a permanent state
of revolution.114 Smith, himself a former revolutionary who had
fought on the barricades of 1848 and 1849 for his ideal of
freedom, now disclaims revolution as a means of changing society;
he points out that revolution was followed by counter-revolution
and suppression, this was, at least, the bitter experience of
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German revolutionaries like von Alden alias Smith:

"Ich habe bereits zweimal fiir meine Freiheitsideale das
Schwert gezogen, Dennoch sage ich: mit dem Schwerte wird
nichts geschaffen, was nicht ein andres Schwert wieder
vernichten kénnte." (115) :

If the 1848 Revolution had been successful, then Smith would
hardly have been able to argue the point with Selk in this way.
Defeat had persuaded most German revolutionaries that gradual
progress towards freedom was better than revolution, since it
was less likely to provoke counter-revolution: '

"Ewiges, Unvergéngliches schafft nur die stille Kraft der
Vernunft, vor der allein die Tyrannei zittern wilirde, wenn
sie eine Ahnung ihrer Unwiderstehlichkeit hatte." (116)

Smith's Hegelian belief in ultimate progress, even in the face
of the political stagnation of Bismarckian Germany, reflects
Spielhagen's own view that the Bismarck era would in the larger
perspective of history be seen to be

"..0eine nur scheinbar falschejin Wahrheit...ganz
unvermeidliche Kriimmung des durchaus richtigen Weges." (117)

Smith's idealistic view of historical progress contrasts sharply
with Selk's belief that the vested interests of capitalism and
the state will only be overcome by use of force, i,e. _
revolution., Certainly Bismarck's suppression of the socialist
movement encouraged socialists to think that positive progress
could only be achieved by force. Selk's attitude is to this
extent a direct reaction to Bismarck's policy'of suppression.

Smith's brief confrontation with Herbert Ilicius is
interesting for the way Spielhagen describes Herbert's reaction
to Smith; he is, in short, impressed by this fine figure of a
man: '

"Und was er (Herbert) als das peinlichste empfand: der alte
Mann, der eigentlich ein kompletter Narr war und mit
seinem urvorweltlichen Bart und Haar auch wie einer
aussah, imponierte ihm mit jedem Augenblicke mehr, Er
hatte in seinem Leben schon manchen vornehmen und
vornehmsten Herrn gesehen, keinen, der in seiner Haltung,
der Weise sich zu bewegen, zu sprechen so ganz der
Grandseigneur gewesen war." (118) :

Smith is the ideal Spielhagen hero, the republican aristocrat
and he obliges -~ by virtue of his power as author - Herbert to
pay tribute! '
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The final conversation between Smith and Brunn takes place
on the platform of the Centralbahnhof Berlin Friedrichstrasse,
Smith has decided to return to America. The conversation takes
on the air of a balance sheet, a review of conditions in
Bismarck's Germany and a final challenge to Brunn. The two men
discuss Bismarck, the 1848 Revolution and developments ovet the
last decade. Both Smith and Brunn agree that liberals laid the
intellectual foundation for Bismarck's unification of Germany:

"Aber ohne achtundvierzig trotz seiner Tollheiten, der
blutigen und unblutigen, trotz seines verfehliten -
Kaiserkronungsversuches und Rumpfparlaments - wo wire das
zum Kriege vereinigte Deutschland, Versailles und der
Reichstag?" (119) :

They protest against the idolisation of Bismarck by the younger
generation who believed that Bismarck, and he alone; had created
the powerful and united Germany that was their Fatherland.
Liberals felt cheated, they felt that their part should be
recognised, A-contemporary liberal historian exciaimed: _
"...ich sage noch einmal: ohne 1848 kein 1870..." (120)
The unification of Germany in 1871 had been made possible,
liberals believed, because they had propagated the idea and had
by@heir influence on public opinion obliged Bismarck to concede
the German nation's overwhelming desire for political unity. The:
younger generation wags little inclined to differentiate and made
Bismarck, the founder of the 'Reich', their hero. With the
passing of the older generation that had commiégd.itSelf to
liberalism as ite political and social philosophy, the fate of
liberalism was sealed: -

"Dag alte Geschlecht hat abgewirtschaftet. Das neue, das
seit achtundvierzig entstanden ist, will sein eigenes Leben,
nicht behelligt von den unbequemen Traditionen einer
Vergangenheit, die ihm nur seine Zirkel stdren." (121)

Liberalism had been defeated and discredited, it was now

superceded by the conservative 'realism' inspired by Bismarck's
example. Smith nonetheless reaffirms his belief that Bismarck's
attempt to stem the forward movement of history and preserve an
essentially feudal structure in Germay will fail in the end,122

Although convinced of the eternal validity of the republican
ideals of 1848 123 Smith concedes that any attempt to establish
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a republic in Germany under the prevailing conditions would be
doomed to fail(as the centre-left coalition parties were to
discover in the years of the Weimar Republic). A republic could
only be established if the pillars of bourgeois capitalist
society were abolished:

"Heutzutage eine Republik griinden und den alten Kirchen-
glauben, das alte Besitz- und Erbrecht, das alte
dkonomische System - mit einem Worte: die Grundsiulen des
Jetzigen Gesellschaftszustandes unangetastet lassen,
heifllt: einen neuen Wein in alte Schlauche fiillen
wollen." (124) S

Smith sees the only hope for the realisation of his republican
ideals in a democratic socialist society.125 and he believes
that whatever efforts the establishment may make to solve the
social question, they will be unable to prevent the spread of
radical and socialist ideas:

"Es(i.e. das Kaisertum)...bemiiht sich...den radikalen
Forderungen, welche unter der konservativen Oberfléche
gdren, gerecht zu werden. Es mag ja Mangel meiner Einsicht
sein, wenn ich des Glaubens war und bin, daB es das auf die
Daver, die ich vorléufig unbeschrsnkt sein lasse, seiner
Natur nach nicht kann." (126)

For this Smith blames primarily the materialism and nihilism
fashionable in certain upper and middle'class circles.127 The
younger generation with their admiration of success and contempt
for idealism is seen as responsible for the SPread of similar
ideas among the working class:

"Und die jeunesse dorée mit ihren aprés nous le déluge; die
studierte Jugend mit ihrer VerhShnung aller Ideologie und
ihrer Anbetung des praktischen Erfolges, gehen sie nicht
mit einem Beispiele voran, dem nachzueifern der junge
Handwerker, der Arbeiter, der Proletar nur zu gewillt sind?
Mit dem: Ja, Bauer, das ist ganz was anders! speist man die
Leute heut' zu Tage nicht mehr ab. Der  Skeptizismus, der
bei den gebildeten Leuten von heute de rigear ist; der
Pessimismus, mit dem die Blasierten koquettieren, und der in
ernsten Gemlitern sich zu lebensverachtender Verzweiflung
vertieft - sollten sie sich nicht zu schlimmen Taten
umsetzen bei denen, welche sich durch Zusténde, die in
ihren Augen rein willkiirlich sind, des Gllickes sieben
Sachen vorenthalten; sich, wenn die Dinge so bleiben, zu
ewiger Armut und Elendigkeit verurteilt sehen? Denken Sie
an die scheuBlichen Attentate!" (128) :

By connecting as cause and effect the attitude of the upper
classes and the revolutionary mood of the working class Spielhagen
was trying to demonsirate to his largely middle~class readership
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the consequences of their own intellectual and moral decadence.

Smith warns Brunn not to overestimate Bismarck's apparent
attachment to liberalism and his willingness to work together
with the Liberals:

"Uberdies, der groBe Agamemnon traut Ihnen nicht, so

freundlich er sich geben mag; hdlt Sie und Ihresgleichen T
mit Recht fiir Kryptorepublikaner; wird euch nicht auf die

Stelle stellen, die euch geblihrt. So werdet ihr schliefilich

doch vergeblich gekdmpft und gerungen haben." (129)

Smith is speaking with the invaluable benefit of hindsight:
Bismarck broke with the National Liberals the following year(the
action of the novel is set in the year 1878)150 and. thus

brought the so-called 'liberal era' to an abrupt end., Spielhagen
takes .the opportunity to reiterate through Smith his interpretation
of Bismarck's essentially anti-liberal aims: to strengthen the
monarchy. at the expense of parliament..Smith leaves Germany while
Brunn remains to carry. on.the struggle, although it is unclear |
whether he has really changed his evaluation of conditions in
Germany under Bigmarck despite his long discussions with Sm:i.’ch.llyl
Smith's contrasting pessimistic assessment of the prospects for
liberalism in Germany - a consequence of his more unconditional
commitment to liberal ideas - is only tempered by his unshaken ot
belief in the attainment of the ultimate goal at some point in

the future:

"Aber ich weifl, der Moses -~ worunter ich keinen einzelnen
Menschen verstehe, sondern der Genius der Menschheit - er
wird seine Wiedergeburt feiern. Und wird seine auf
Vernunft und Wissenschaft gegriindeten Gesetze in das Herz
seines Volkes schreiben, das dann dem Weg finden wird aus
der Wiste der heutigen Erfolganbeterei und des
Materialismus in das gelobte Land der Zukunft. Und der
Pharao, der in dem gelobten Lande regieren wird, wird
wieder von Joseph wissen -~ dem Joseph der Humanitdt und des
Idealismus - mehr, viel mehr, als der neue Pharao, der
heute regiert, sich irgend trdumen ldBt." (132)

even if present conditions appear to preclude such progress.
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3. Brunn's defence of Bismarckian Germanz

Brunn, like omith-von Alden had been a member of the 1848
Frankfurt parliament and had also been obliged to flee from
Germany on account of his republican beliefs, but had returned
ten years later when an emnesty had been declared, Whereas
Smith has retained a pre-Bismarckian interpretation of
liberalism with emphasis on individual liberty and the
achievement of self-government, Brunn sees the main task of
German liberalism as.the creation of

"eeodie Einheit, die geeinigte Macht eines wharhaft
deutschen Reiches." (13%3) .

Brunn was more sensitive to Germany's lack of power and .
international prestige than he was to the lack of liberty.w+

. His liberalism was a means to an end: parliamentary

institutions were seen as the only way of attaining political
unity in Germany in the face of opposition from entrenched
aristocratic and dynastic interests. The slogan was 'Einheit
durch Freiheit'. Liberty was a means whereby the end unity would
be achieved, a unity that would establish Germany as a

Buropean power. National liberalism's commitment to
constitutional reform was far from unconditional and rather
precarious; it was liable to succumb to conservative policies
aimed at achieving the same goal, namely, unity. Germany was,

in the event, united by the efforts of a Prussian Junker Otto von
Bismarck in pursuit of conservativerolicies with the result
that Brunn, shaken in his belief in liberalism by its

failure to achieve the supreme goal of national unity,']55
abandons hts opposition to Bismarck and realising that this was
the only way the German states would be united, in common with
many other Liberals gave his support to Bismarck:

",..bis (ich) endlich erkannte, daB es dem stSrrischen
Volke auferlegt werden miBte, damit es seine in allen
Richtungen sich zersplitternde Kraft auf das eine Ziel
lenke, das zur Zeit unerreichbar war: die Einheit...

wer dann, wie ich, in dem, was nun folgte: dem gewaltigen
Kriege mit dem Erbfeind der Nation, nur die furchtbare
Konsequenz der groBen Idee erblickte, die in herrlichste,
unsere kithnsten Trdume Uberfliigelnde Wirklichkeit und
Wesenhaftigkeit trat... wer, wie ich, nachdem er sich



546

"besch&mt und begliickt von seinem Irrtum abgewandt, mit
seinen schwachen Kréften das Gewaltige, das ins Rollen
gekommen, hat férdern helfen..." (136)

The victories of the Franco-Prussian war and the foundation of the S —
German Empire confirmed liberals like Brunn in their support of ;
Bismarck. Accordingly, Brunn's main concern for the present(1878)

is not the reform of the Reichstag, but the maintenance of ' A -
Germany's position as a major power in Hurope:

"...wer, sage ich, wollte da zuriickschrecken vor den
Hemmnissen, die sich der Erreichung des letzten Zieles noch
entgegenstemmen? wer sich irre machen lassen durch den
Anschein, dafl die Last, die wir wdlzen, manchmal still zu
stehen scheint? wer nicht hoffen, daB unser Volk die
machtvolle, ausschlaggebende Skellung, die es sich so
glorreich errungen, auch glorreich behaupten wird?" (137)

Brunn's liberalism is the nationalist power politics liberalism
of Treitschke, his constitutional liberalism is no more than a
spectre, a memory from the past., He sees Germany's future
entirely in terms of its role as a world power, and expresses his
complete support of Bismarck's policies:

",..Herbeischaffung des Geldes fiir die Wehrbérmachung der
Nation nach auBen, ruhige Entwicklung im Innern - Tabaks-
monopol mnd Sozialistengesetz." (138)

Brunn's unqualified support for Bismarck's anti-socialist_measufes,'
for his plan to deprive the Reichstag of budgetary control by the
imposition of protectionist customs dues and the establishment of

a state monopoly in tabacco places him on the right-wing of the
National Liberal Party in close proximity to the Conservatives.
Indeed, the differences between Brunn and Herbert Ilicius, both
admirers and supporters of Bismarck, are minimal, more a matter

of expression than of substance. Herbert is less veiled in his
description of Bismarck's policies: '

".esoBismarck, der mit dem alten verrotteten Freihandelssystem
grindlich aufzurdumen entschlossen ist, weil sich nur so die
Mittel schaffen lassen, die wir fiir unsere Armee brauchen,
und um den verdammten Sozialdemokraten die hungrigen Miuler
soweit zu stopfen." (139)

Spielhagen is showing the reader how liberals like Brunn were
really furthering the cause of conservatism by their uncritical
support of Bismarck's programme. i

With his support of Bismarck and his conservative views, it



R e e AP Lt

et bl L

547

is not surprising that Smith should suspect Brunn of'having
deserted his liberal principles, a charge which, however, Brunn .
rejects.14o He asserts that they have the same aims: R —

"Und da hoffe ich denn: der Strom wird auch uns beide noch ?

einmal zusammenfiihren, sowenig es auch jetzt den Anschein
dazu hat." (141)

Brunn analyses the differences between the two of them as one of
tactic, not of political substance:

"Ohne Idealismus ist doch all unser Tun und Treiben nur

tonend Frz und klingende Schelle, Darin, glaube ich, stimmen

wir vollig iiberein, und unsre ganze Differenz ist, soviel

ich sehe, die: ich halte dafiir, daB wir in das Land des

echten Idealismus nur durch die heutige Wiste des Realismus

gelangen kdnnen; Ihnen ist der VWistenweg ein fiir allemal

ein Trrweg. Oder mit einem andren Bilde: Sie mdchten das

edle deutsche Gold v6llig rein halten; ich will es, damit

es den rechten Kurs auf dem Markte des Lebens habe, mit einer _
Portion dauerhaften Messings legieren." (142) S

Brunn claims to be a political realist who is prepared to
compromise his principles for the sake of the progress that

comes from abandoning an unfruitful stance of opposition. As a
member of the National Liberal Party Brunn could point to much
legislation that bore the imprint of liberal influence, whereas
the Progressive Party, which remained in opposition to Bismarck,
may have their principled stand to their credit, but their 5
influence on the course of events was negligible. Despite what
Brunn says his brand of Bismarckian liberalism has very little in
common with the humanitarian liberalism of Smith; Brunn pays
lip-service to idealism and tries to persuade Smith that his
support of Bismarck is compatible with belief in humanitarian
liberal ideals.

Brunn fails to understand the basis for Smith's criticism of
Germany: at one point he expreSses the hope that Smith will
moderate his criticism of Germany when he discovers for himself
how powerful and influential Germany has become under Bismarck:

"So gebe ich denn auch jetzt die Hoffnung nicht auf, Sie,

Herr Baron, werden, wenn Sie die neudeutschen Zust8nde erst

besser kennen gelernt und sich in dieselben eingelebt haben,

den stolzen Bau unsrer BEinheit und Macht, wie.er jetzt vor —
einer staunenden und neidvollen Welt prangend dasteht,

bewundernd anerkennen." (143)
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A few minor improvements could be made, he admits, but essentially
Brunn is satisfied with conditions. He is unperturbed bj the
conservative nature of the political structure established by
Bismarck. Brunn is not so much a Liberal, as a Conservative with a
liberal past. Brunn exemplifies the alliance between right-wing
liberalism and conservatism effected by Bismarck in defence of e
the interests of the ruling classes.

o oot B 4G s s et mass ey A st
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4, Herbert Ilicius: & representative man of the Bismarck era,

Herbert Ilicius is an enthusiastic admirer of Bismarck; he
is an aristocrat and a conservative who supports Bismarck not only
because he agrees with Bismarck‘s policies, but because he regards
Bismarck's political style as exemplary, the only possible
approach in such turbulent times, Herbert is a second Philipp
Schmidt, subscribing to the same brash ruthless realism that
views all politics as an amoral struggle for power and
dominance. Spielhagen describes him as one of the representative
men of the age.144 Herbert's aggressive Bismarckian conservatism
is contrasted with his father's conservatism with its paternalistic
concern for the poor; he dismisses a social conscience and "
similar humanitarian considerations as obsolete

"es.€r...will oder kann nicht begreifen, daB eine andere
Zeit gekommen ist: die Zeit Bismarcks." (145)

since they only serve to aid the enemies of the status quo and
are, therefore, thoroughly impractical:

"Vielleicht sind unsere Empfindungen der siiBen Plebs
gegeniber nicht ganz so liberschwenglich humanistisch wie
die Burer Demokraten von achtundviermig...aber praktischer
sind wir jedenfalls - darauf kamnst Du Dich verlassen -
alles andere ist nur Rederei und blauer Dunst." (146)

He has nothing but contempt for his father's opposition to
Bismarck's anti-socialist measures for which pains Geheimrat
Tlicius was removed from office, Like Philipp Schmidt, Herbert

is in favour of the application of Bismarckian realist principles
in private life as well as in politics:

"Glaube mir, liebes Kind(Marie, his sister): mit Deinem
Idealismus kommt man®Z heute nicht mehr aus. Im Staate und
in der Familie - Uberall muBl man mit Tatsachen rechnen. Wer
das nicht kann, ist verloren." (147)

Herbert, himself an aristocrat, believes that the aristocracy as
a class are predestined to rule Germany:

"Wir sind die Herren - von Gottes- und Rechtswegen, weil wir
die Zeit verstehen, unser staatsménnisches Metier verstehen;
weil wir die Kraft gehabt haben, aus uns hervorgehen zu
lagsen, der és in dem Metier zur héchsten Meisterschaft
gebracht(i.e, Bismarck) und eine Schule gemacht h&t, in die
freilich Dummkdpfe nicht gehtren, in der aber kluge Kipfe es
dguch zur Meisterschaft bringen kdnnen. Bringen miissen. LaBt
nur noch so ein fiinft, ein zwei Jahre vielleicht nur ins
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"Land gehen, und man wird von Herbert Ilicius zu reden
haven!" (148)

Bismarck is for Herbert the Iron Chancellor, the man of will,
who takes circumstances by the scruff of the neck and bends them
to serve his own ends, imposing his own design on the course of
history. Bismarck's success had, in Herbert's eyes, little to do
with ‘good luck' and everything to do with his iron will to
dominate:. | ' o

"Und was heiBit Gliick? Vierundsechzig - sechsundsechzig -
siebzig -~ waren dam Gliicksf8lle? Ein Narr mag das denken!
Die Sorte Gluck fallt einem nicht in den Schofi; die pack?b
man mit starken Armen und zwingt sie zu sich her, dafi sie
dienen muBl ~ eine gehorsame Magd. Davon hat die bldde Menge
keinen Begriff; es widre auch schlimm, h&tte sie das. Aber
dafiir ist gesorgt: sie wird bleiben, was sie ist und immer
war, Und diese hirnverbrannten Schwdrmer von Achtundvierzig,
gie sollen uns doch wahrlich das Konzept nicht verderben.
MOgen sie mit ihren verrosteten Waffen rasseln, wie der
katholische Pfaff mit den Knochen seines Heiligen - wer
glaubt denr noch daran? Und die sozialdemokratische Brut -
‘wie weit bringt sie es denmn? Zu Programmen, von denen das
eine das ahdre auffrift; zu Krawallen, die man mit dem
Kolben niederschligt; zu einem H&del, den man um einen-
Kopf kiirzer macht; zu einem unverschamten Intriganten, wie
Hartmut, den man zur Tir hinauswirft." (149)

| Herbert represents the authoritarian right-wing of the German
political spectrum which was an integral part of Bismarck's
heritage to the German nation.
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5. DBismarck in the novel 'Ein neuer Fharao'.

- The novel is an examination of the state of liberalism in
the Germany of the 1870's. The most decisive influence on the
evolution of German liberalism since the ignominious failure or
1848 was Bismarck and his outstanding success in creating a united
German state. In the years following the establishment of the
German Empire the protestant liberal middle class were well
satisfied on the whole with Bismarck's authoritative conduct or
pOliCy, both at home(Kulturkampr and anti-socialist measures)'and
abroad(Germany a Furopean power, protective btariffs). Bracher sums
up Bismarck's influence on the liberal middle class as follows:

"Dag deutsche Birgertum kapitulierte vor dem vielzitierten -
Wort Bismarcks, nicht durch Reden und Majorititsbeschliife
wirden die groBen Fragen der Zeit entschieden, sondern
durch Fisen und Blut. Gleichzeitig flirchtete es die
Forderungen des aufsteigenden Sozialismus und die Folgen
einer konsequenten Demokratisierung. ... Unter dem
Eindruck der Bismarckschen Erfolge akzepbtierten weite Kreise
des Biirgertums jene vulgére, zynische Auffassung, daB es
in der Realpolitik allein auf die Macht und nicht auf Recht
und Moral ankomme. Es dominierten die autoritiren Ordnungs-
und Prestigevorstellungen... Machtkultur und Untertanen-
geist waren die beiden Pole dieser Fehlhaltung." (150)

Brunn represents the typical middle class liberal of the Bismarck
era. Both he and Herbert pointito Bismarck's achievements for
Germany and to the relevance of his approach to the problems of

the present. 'Realism' is the key to Bismarck's success. Spielhagen
goes go far as to draw a parallel between Bismarck's political
realism and naturalism. A university lecturer argues that just as
Bismarck had demonstrated the bankruptcy of liberalism and
idealism, by the same token, German literature by the application

of realist principles will achieve new creative power and greatness:.

"Der Weg, den wir gehen(i.e. naturalism), ist genau derselbe,
welchen der gréfte Staatsmann aller Zeiten gegangen ist und
gehen muBte, um Deutschland aus der Misere seiner
veralteten Zusténde zu seiner heutigen Machtfiille empor zu
heben, Immer hat er gefragt:'Was ist?' Und konnte sich der
oder das Gefragte in seiner Existenzberec¢htigung nicht
ausweisen, sprach er ihm die Existenz ab, gleichviel ob es
sich dabei um Staaten handelte, wie Hannover und Hessen,
oder um politische Parteien, wie die Nationalliberalen,
sogenammten Fortschrittsleute, Sozialdemokraten e tubtti
quanti. Und sé meine ich: wie unser grofler Kanzler auf seinem
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"Wege der rein sachdenklichen Politik sein Ziel eines
modernen deutschen GrofBstaates erreicht hat, werden wir
auch auf dem unsern des rein wissenschaftlich
experimentellen Vorgehens das einer méchtigen modernen
deutschen Literatur erreichen." (151)

Bven naturalism in its experimental realism is - by bold analogy -
invested with Bismarck's authority, an intellectual stance that
was by no means unknown in Germany in the 1880's: Spielhagen

was, for instance, attacked by a certain professor of literature,
B, Litzmann of Bonn University)for his failure to appreciate
Bismarck and asserted that a writer's reputation would be
determined by his attitude to Bismarck:

"Ich bin der festen Uberzeugung, daB das Urteil der Nachwelt
uber jeden im politischen und literarischen Leben des
letzten Viertels des 19, Jahrhunderts eine Rolle
spielenden Deutschen wesentlich mit bestimmt werden wird
durch das groBere oder geringere Verstindnis, das der dem
grofiten staatsménnischen Genie, das je in Deutschland
auferstanden, Bismarck entgegengebracht hat.

Dafl Spielhagen diesem Gewaltlgen gegeniiber nichts anderes
empfunden als das Gefiihl eines lastenden Druckes...das zeigt,
daB auch Spielhagen zu einem nationalen Dichtier eine
wesentliche Eigenschaft fehlt." (152)

Spielhagen hoped no doubt by his caricature to expose the
superficiality of such views. He consistently regarded Blsmarck'
political actions as responsible for the decline of idealism

and the rise of the ideology of success., Bismarck's amoral
approach to political questions had infected the intellectual

and political atmosphere in Germany with a cynicism that

resulted in the disintegraﬁion of moral constraints in political
life, hence the atiempts on the Kaiser's life, Spielhagen
believed that the presentlgreatness and unity of Germany had been
bought at thé_price of ideal and humanist values. In this novel
Spielhagen points to two consequences of Bismarck's influence:

the emergence of an anti-idealistic youth with Bismarck as its
hero and the rise of a socialist movement which apparently
regarded. assassination as a legitimate weapon in the class
struggle. While it is historically incorrect to portray the
socialist movement as cynically and 'realistically' advocating
assassination as part of the strugglé - in the figure of Hartmut
Selk - Spielhagen's hypothesis is tendentially valid, as there can
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be little doubt that the prohibition and harassment of the
socialist party in. the 4880‘3 led to a radicalisation of its
ideological stance.155 Spielhagen's hypothesis as regards

the decline of idealism among the liberal middle class is
substantially correct: although 1ip—se:vice-was paid to -
idealism - it lingered on as a trait of the German national
character - it had been superceded by an understanding of the
goals of international and national life that owed more to a
pernicious combination of social darwinistic thinking and
Bismarckian 'Realpolitik' - as exemplified in the figure of

Dr., Brunn -~ than to the ideals of Weimar classicism, The decline
of idealism and humanism is for Spielhagen the outstanding
characteristic of the.Bismarek era, and almost entirely, in his

opinion, due to Bismarck's influencé.154

Specific reference to Bismarck is also made in connection
with the 'dismissal' of Geheimrat Ilicius, Herbert's father:
Geheimrat Tlicius, a high-ranking civil servant and co-founder of
the right-wing conservative 'Kreuzz:eitungf155 is asked to
tender his resignation on account of his criticism of Bismarck's
proposed anti-socialist 1egislation?5%he letter requesting his
resignation - and thus obviabting the need for disciplinary
measures -~ from his superior continues significantly:

"Ist es doch nicht ohne ein heimliches Gefiihl des Neides,
daB ich Sie aus dem Staatsdienst scheiden sehe! Heutzutage
procul negotiis zu sein, welchem Manne von auch nur einiger
Selbsténdigkeit muB das nichts als ein Ziel erscheinen,
'aufs innigste zu wilinschen'! " (157)

Bismarck would not tolerate criticism of his policies from the
civil service, he wished his policies to be carried out
without question; officials who were unable to do this, were
removed, thus creating a largely conservative 'gesinnungsitreues
Beamtentum', Eyck quotes Caprivi, Bismarck's successor as
Chancellor:

"Bismarcks Nachfolger Caprivi hat nach seinem eigenen

Sturz in einém Privatbrief die schwere Schédigung '
festgestellt, die der groBe Kanzler dem deutschen

Beamtentum zugefiigt hat, 'indem er jeden Widerspruch
persdnlich nahm und die Charaktere beugte oder entfernte.,"(158

This incident is inserted in the novel to illustrate Bismarck's
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determination to brook no criticism or opposition from within the
civil service, but also to demonstrate Herbert's complete lack of
sympathy with his father's fate.

In this novel Bismarck's policies are interpreted as an
attempt to stem what Spielhagen believed to be the inevitable : —
forward movement of historical progress towards a free, just and
humane sbcial order by the preservation of a feudal political
structure('Kﬁnigtum von Gottes Gnaden') within an industrial
capitalist society. The political energies of the liberal middle
class were linked to -~ and later mergéd with - the interests of
the establishment by Bismarck's realisation of German unity, by
the emphasis on national greatness and military power and the
preservation of the status quo against threats from democratic
or socialist movement$. Spielhagen wished to illustrate the extent
to which 'Bismarckian' liberals like Dr. Brunn had sacrificed their
former liberal convictions to the idea of national greatness. Brunn
is depicted as serving the interests of the conservative
establishment.q59 The middle class had capitulated to materialism
and to the worship of success, both. consequences, directly or '
indirectly,'of Bismarck's influence, an influence that is seen by b
Spielhagen as destructive of all those moral qualities that make a
nation truly great. While able to appreciate the achievements of
men like Bismarck, Spielhagen refused to accept that the material.
and military power of a nation was the hall~-mark of greatness:

"+s.Ehre und Ruhm den Tausenden, die frither und spédter gebangt,
gesorgt, gelitten, ihr Leben dafiir gelassen haben, daB
Deutschland aus tiefster politischer Erniedrigung sich
heraushob und heute als eine Weltmacht dasteht, deren Stimme
im Rat der Nationen niemand iiberhéren darf; deren Freundschaft
allen wert ist; die anzugreifen sich der schlimmste Feind
dreimal besinnen muB. Aber, wie Ross und Reisige die steile
Hohe nicht schiitzen, auf der Fiirsten stehen, so ist die
duBere Macht eines Volkes allein niemals die Gewdhr fiir die
Dauer seiner Herrschaft... In lapidaren Lettern steht es
geschrieben auf den Tafeln der Weltgeschichte., Minder
deutlich, doch fiir den Tieferblickenden lesbar genug: dafl die
wahre, die uniiberwindliche Stirke eines Volkes seine
Menschlichkeit ist, d.h, der sittliche Geist, der in ihm
waltet." (160)

In this novel - as in his last novels 'Opfer' and 'Freigeboren' -
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is deeply pessimistic at the reactionary trends in German
society as liberalism is replaced by authoritarian conservatism ;
and imperialist nationalism., Yet, he retained an almost mystical A

belief that the period of reaction under Bismarck contained the
seeds of renewal,1©’ '
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IIT : The novels of the 1890's,

a. BSelbstgerecht. (1896) N . .

In this novel the hero, Raimund Busch, a freedom-loving
individual of republican convictions, describes his own gradual S
disillusion with politics, as he became discouraged by the
abdication of the people to Bismarck:

"An den 8ffentlichen Dingen, die er frither mit Eifer verfolgte,
hatte er das Interesse verloren, seitdem das Volk abgedankt
und die Bestimmung iliber seine Geschicke in die Hiénde des einen
Mannes gelegt, dem es als seinem Diktator unbedingt
gehorsamte. " (1)

In Bismarck's Germary the cause of freedom was a lost cause and
the breed of free men a dying breed:

"esound wie er die Sache des Volkes ansah, ging es mit ihr
unaufhaltsam bergab, Der freie Mannesmut, der Stolz vor
Kénigsthronen, sie starben kliglich dahin in einem Geschlecht,
das nur noch nach dem Beifall und den etwaigen Belohnungen
und Auszeichnungen schielte, die es von oben her zu
gewdrtigen habe." (2)

Bismarck had turned the German people into a nation of subservient
sycophants, they had abandoned their inalienable rights to.freedom
and selfgovernment for the sake of material wealth., Indeed, it was
in Spielhagen's estimation the blatant materialism of the middle
class that was one of the causes of working class miiitancy. By
their own unbridled materialism the middle class had forfeited any
moral claim to leadership of the nation and this made revolution
almost inevitable: -

".e..ein Geschlecht, das in dem Streben nach materiellen
Erfolgen aufging und sich nicht genug dariiber wundern
konnte, daBl die Millionen da unten so entsetzliche.
materielle Geliste hédtten und fir sich von Erfolgen
tréumten, die ihnen in irgend einer Utopie, nimmermehr aber
auf dieser Erde gewdhrt werden mochten.
Er gah die groBe Umwilzung kommen, wie die Meeresflut,
allgewaltig, unaufhaltsam. Dem elementaren Walten so

ungeg?rer Machte gegeniiber, was will da die schwache Kraft
des Einzednen! Dennoch wiirde er nicht geschwiegen und seine

Stimme laut erhoben haben, wire er ein Schriftsteller, ein
Redner gewesen." (3)

The main weight of very bitter criticism is levelled against the
middle class for succumbing to Bismarck and abandoning the struggle
for freedom, The middle cladgs had failed in Spielhagen's view
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politically by its submiséion to Bismarck and morally by its
concern. with wealth and indifference to the social problems of

the day.

557
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b. Opfer, (1900)

References to Bismarck are sparse and are primarily in
connection with a discussion of egalitarianism. ''he novel is
concerned with the attempt of Count Wilfried, a member of the
Prussian aristocracy, to: live his life according to the
socialist principles he has come to believe in. He fails and
returns defeated to his own class.'Spielhagen had always tended
to see individuals as products of their environment long before
natiralism elevated the idea into a dogma.4 In this novel:
environment is understood as a class~determined environment.
Count Wilfried has been able to free himself from the influence
of his class environment.to the extent that he has had the
courage to become an avowed socialist b; but, when he tries to
live in conditions similar to those tolerated by the mass of
the working class, he finds that he cannot stomach it, so
corrupted is he despite his good intentions by the ease and
elegance of the life to which he has been accustomed, He breaks
off a relationship with a working-class girl and returns to his
aristocratic surroundings.

_f: .

Wilfried's defence of his socialist convictions, particularly
the egalitarian demands .of gsocialism, draws scornful ridicule:

"Gleichheit! T#cherlich! Nicht zwei Blédtter eines Baumes
sind sich gleich, und bei den Menschen geht die Skala von
den Schulze und Miller auf der Bierbank bis zu

. Bismarck." (6)

Demands for social equality are dismissed as unrealistic, given
the obvious differences that exist between people and as
unnatural, given that there'is no equality in the world of
nature, a view that clearly reflects the increasing currency of
social darwinist thinking. More significantly, Bismarck's '
monumental personality is invoked as an example of superior
genius:

"Die Bismarck - wenn man von ihm im Plural sprechen
kénnte -~ lassen sich von den Schulze und Miller nicht an
die Wand driicken, woflir niemand dem Himmel dankbarer sein
sollte als die Schulze und Muller..." (7) -

Society needs to allow and encourage the rise of great men so
that society can benefit from their influence; to shackle them
with bogus restrictions, to stunt the growth of genius, is to
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impoverish society. If Bismarck had been subject to such
restrictions, then where would Germany be today? would there be
a German Empire?8 Society at large, the mediocre masé, owed

a debt of gratitude to great men like Bismarck, who, alone,
were. the authors of progress. Democracy was a threat to such men
of-genius.9 Justizrat Berner - the author of these remarks to
Wilfried -~ has a deep reverence for genius and.in his views
reflects the widespread cult of genius that flourished in
certain circles in Gérmany at this ’(‘.:I.me--.’]G Berner's opposition
to. the 'Nivellierung' associated with egalitarianism is shared
in the novel by Hermann Schulz, a young man and follower of.
Nietzsche's 'superman' ideology:

"...den jungen Mann, der sich zu Nietzsches Lehre bekannte;,
voll bitterer Verachtung der Herdenmenschen, die nur fir
den Ubermenschen da sind, damit sie ihm als Folie dienen
seiner Herrlichkeit und als Instrument, auf dem er seine
souverdnen Phantasien sich ausrasen lassen kann." (11)

The description suggests Bismarck who was regarded by'many
contemporaries as the outstanding example of the Nietzschean
'Ubermensch', the outstanding genius who by virtue of his

- powerful and monumental. character and his equally monumental
achievements as statesman'could not be measured by standards
reserved for lesser fallible mortals. Narrow-minded moral
precepts designed to keep thHe lower instincts of the 'herd' in
check(Sklavenmoral) were simply inappropriate-to=Bismarck(Herren—
moral). It must remain a matter of speculation whether Nietzsche's
ideas would have fallen on such fertile soil without the figure
of Bismarck to provide a living example and proof, The
embattled propertied classes who saw themselves as the guardians
of culture seized on Nietzsche's ideas as justification for the
exploitation of the many by the few, as a refutation of
democracy., Such notions, superimposed on an interpretation of
German history that stressed the role of great leaders and
disparaged the mass,12 and combined with a'resurgence of feudal
virtues, such as loyalty and-obedience,.wére powerful weapons

in the arsenal of conservatism against democracy in Germany,

The emergence of a Germanic ideology with an emphasis on
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leadership and obedience was a mythologisation(&and thus
rationalisation) of the collective reaction of the middle strata
of German society to Bismarck, Bismarck radically changed the
image educated Germans had of the German nation: prior to
Bismarck educated middle class Germans regarded themselves as
belonging to a nation of poets and thinkers( 'Dichter und Denker'),
a nation of idealists commitéd to the classical heritage of
freedom and humanism which found its political expression in
liberalism, After thQir experience of Bismarck many educated

' middle class Germans had learned to look upon themselves not so

much as a_nation,ﬂ@s a race of Teutons, unbending in their

loyalty to their leaders, eager to defend and extend German
might and German culture, As Spielhagen saw, Bismarck was

responsible - at least indirectly - for such a change,
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¢, Freigeboren. (1900)

This novel is an account = given in the first person .~ of the
life of Antoinette von Kesselbrook from her school days to the last
days of . her life in Berlin, covering roughly the period from 1830
to 1880, Antoinette is in many respects Spielhagen himself, she
shares with him her political evolution and her social experience;
in other respects she is his ideal heroine: the completely free
independent individual.?? |

The main action of the novel takes place:in the years of the
constitutional conflict in Pruésia(1861—1866). Married to Philipp
Bielefelder, the leader of the Progressive Party( the main
opposition party) Antoinette comes into frequent contact with many
of the leading political figures of the day. October 1862, when
Bismarck was made Prime Minister in Prussia, finds her with a
lively and informed interest in.politics.14 Recognising the threat
to liberalism posed by Bismarck, she is filled with hatred of
him,15;an emotion that did not prevent her, however, from
admiring his strength of character:16'

",..denn hoch steht in meinen Augen ein Mann, der die engen
Schranken, die dem Individuum gezogen sind, 16send, sich zum
Typ ~ zum Typ seines Volkes - macht und ihm dies, sein
gesteigertes Bild aufzuprigen imstande ist." (17)

She admires the exceptional qualities in Bismarck which have

enabled him to transcend his background, she detects in him the

sort of freedom she wishes for herself, Reference to Bismarck as

a 'gesteigertes Bild seines Volkes' is strictly out of place in the
1860's; such turns of phrase were more typical of the 1880's, when
Bismarck had become an established folk hero. 18

Conversations with Dr.L., a prominent member of the Progressive
Party, bring Antoinette to the realisation that opposition to
Bismarck's army reform bill is a matter of political strategy, not
of principle. She is taken aback to learn that liberals do not
oppose the army reform itself, but only its implementation by
Bismarck: _ _

"Diese Unterredung geht mir sehr durch den Kopf. Ich beginne
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"an der alleinseligmachenden Xraft des Parteidogmas zu
zweifeln und in den Feuerwein meines HaBes gegen Herrn von
Bismarck einiges Wasser zu gieBen," (19)

So disillusioned is she with her discovery of the tactical nature
of liberal opposition to Bismarck that her hatred of Bismarck is
considerably mellowed, indeed, she becomes increasingly curious
about Bismarck and resolves to attend a dehate in the Lower House e -
S0 as to see him in person. She is very impressed by his manner

of speaking?o and leaves the public gallery overcome with

adiniration for him:

"Als ich hernach die enge, steile Treppe von der Zuhdrer-
tribiine herabging, murmelte ich vor mich hin: voild un
homme!" (21) -

She had always dreamed of meeting a freal’ man, now she has seen
Bismarck:

P -

"Ein Mann! ein wahrhafter Mann! BEs ist der Traum meines I.ebens
gewesen," (22) _

Spielhagen motivates Antoinette's highly emotional admiration for
Bismarck with her longing for a man she could admire and look up . to
(she despises her husband who was a great disappointment to her).,

*Antoinette;s admiration for Bismarck brings.about a fadical
change in her political views: when a certain Dr. H - a newspaper
editor ~ pleads in the course of afterfdihner conversation at the
Bielefelder salon for a strong Prussia with a strong army(since a
weak nation could never become free, whereas a strong nation would
become free by virtue of its military strength) she sides with him,
indicating how far she has moved from the majority view of the
Progressive Party: '

"Der Jammer der Kleinstaaterei - die einzige Rettung aus der
Misere ein starkes PreuBen, das ohne ein starkes Heer eine
Schimére sei - die Notwendigkeit einer Abrechnung mit
Osterreich, das aus Deutschland hinaus misse - die
Verkehitheit, in einem Volke den Freiheitsbaum aufrichten zu
wollen, den jeder Feind, der in das wehrlose Land dringe,
wieder umwerfen kdnne, wshrend umgekehrt ein starkes Volk mit
Naturnotwendigkeit die Freiheit aus sich erzeuge." (23)

Impatient with the protracted discussions that characteriged
the turgid liberal opposition to Bismarck Antoinette embraces
'realistic' policies associated with Bismarck: she condones
Bismarck's confrontation with liberalism:

"Herr von Bismarck treibt es offenbar zum Bruch, Er hat recht,
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"so kann es nicht bleiben, Oder soll es enden, wie das
Frankfurter Parlament? Herrliche liberale Maxime, die wie
Seifenblasen in der rauhen Iuft der Wirklichkeit zerplatzen?
Ich habe keine Geduld mehr mit diesen Schénrednern." (24)

She no longer credits the liberals with the political realism to
be able to achieve their aims, Her admiration for Bismarck is
born, in part, of her disillusionmewh with the liberals. Although
a highly independent person.in her intellectual views - she
denies fhe existence of God, for example25' - she falls a prey to
Bismarck's powerful personality and: adopts at the.same ‘time the
political views of the pro-Bismarck nationalists. Spielhagen is
at pains to depict Antoinette's conversion to Bismarckian politics
as .a highly emotional experience closely linked with admiration
for the person of Bismarck. '

Antoinette then meets Lassalle and in an emotional
experience very similar in nature to her reaction to Bismarck's
personality, is overcome with enthusiasm for him.26” She %%s
Lassalle for his opinion of Bismarck., Lassalle considers that
Bismarck has failed to do the one thing that would ensure the
stability and pérmamence of his creation, namely, to build the
edifice on the solid foundation of human rights and justice:

"Wer sich nur auf die Macht stilitze, nur mit Macht operiere,
werde immer an einen Punkt geraten, wo die grofie Macht auf
eine groBére stoBe und zerschelle, Die grifte aller Macht sei
das Recht. Wer nicht versténde, das auf seine Seite zu

~bringen, miisse auf die Dauer immer den Kiirzeren ziehen." (27)

lassalle procedes to predict Bismarck's strategy for the future,
in reality Spielhagen's own critical account of the development:

"Das habe sich Bismarck nicht klar gemacht;kénne es sich auch
nicht klar machen als ein unphilosophischer Kopf und bloBer
Empiriker, der mutig darauflos experimentiere, dem dabei auch
vieles gelingen werde, unter anderm sehr wahrscheinlich die

- ZugammenschweiBung der deutschen Bundesstaaten zu einem
deutschen Staatenbunde ~ ein gewaltiger Erfolg, den ihm das
Volk und die Geschichte hoch anrechnen wiirden, nur daf dem
stolzen Gebdude das feste Fundament fehlen werde: die
gesicherten Volksrechte, die in letzter Instanz mit den
Menschenrechten zusammenfielen. Freilich werde er, wenn er
sehe, daf sein Bau auf schwankendem Grunde stehe, klug, wie
er sei, sich auf auf die besinnen und mit Streben und
Futtermauern, etwa mit dem allgemeinen Wahlrecht und
dergleichen, nachzuhelfen suchen; aber das werde eben
Flickarbeit sein und bleiben." (28)
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Bismarck's empire would suffer, Tassalle continues, the same
fate as other empires which were founded on the suppression of
the people's rights and the denial of social justice, To
resuscitate the 'deutsches Kaisertum' would avail nothing:

"Vielleicht ein neues deutsches Kaisertum - bravissimo! Auch
Céasar sei ein famoser Reorganisator gewesen und habe seinen
Nachfolgern den rémischen Staat als einiges Reich
hinterlassen - scheinbar aere perennius. Aber man habe die
Rechnung ohne Christus gemacht; ihn, der die alt gewordene
zerfahrene Menschheit fundamentaliter erneuert, das Reich
der Gerechtigkeit auf Erden gegriindet habe. Das sollte einer
versuchen, Bismarck klar zu machen! ... Und ob er die
Bergpredigt hundertmal gelesen habe und auswendig kénne, sie
bleibe ihm ein Buch mit sieben Siegeln. Er habe nur eine
Christenlehre: Gebet dem Kaiser, was des Kaisers ist,
verstanden..." (28) : '

Antoinette finds herself -in complete agreement with Lassalle's
political analygis of Bismarck's failings; under the influence
of the socialist ideas he so eloquently and forcéfully propounds
she abandons her admiration for Bismarck and consequently her
support for his policies, lLater on she also rejects Lassalle,
not because she no longer agreed with his political views, but
because she felt that his personality left a great deal to be
desired: |

"Ich bin sehr betriibt., Dies Gemisch von GréBe und Kleinheit,
von hohen Gedanken und niederen Geliisten in einer
Menschenseele," (29)

He was t00 much of a Don Juan,2C

The death of old Herr Bielefelder, Antoinette's father-in-
law to whom she was very attached, throws a shadow over her life,
she loses all interest in politics. In the meantime the
Progressive Party had split after Bismarck's establishment of
the North German Confederation in 1866 over the issue of
support for Bismarck. There were now two liberal parties, the
pro-Bismarck National Liberal Party and the more é@ical anti-
Bismarck Progressive Party. The split made effective opposition
to Bismarck an illusion: ' )

"...der Umschwung der Dinge, wie ihn Bismarck inaugurierte
und der sich nun unaufhaltsam vollzog, brachte es als
notwendige Folge mit sich. Die friiher so einige Partei
war in sich zerfallen, tatséchlich zersplittert. Aus:
ehemaligen Freunden waren erbitterte Gegner geworden, die
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"sich hinlber und heriiber der schmachvollen Felonie, fiir
welche Treu und Glauben Ammenmérchen sind, des bldden
Stumpfsinns anklagten, der nichts lernen und nichts
vergessen kann. Wie redlich und eifrig ich mich auch
bemilite, zu vermitteln, zu beschwichtigen; den streitbaren
Ménnern klar zu:machen, wieviel des Gemeinsamen, gemeinsam
zu Erstrebenden ihnen'%rotz aller Differenzen noch immer
blieb; wie sie doch...getrennt marschieren méchten, aber
gemeinsam zu schlagen bereit und entschlossen sein miiBten,
sollte der Riese(i.e, Bismarck)...nicht eine Partei und eine
Fraktion nach der andern unter seinen Riesenschritten
zermalmen - ich konnte nichts erreichen. Das Tischtuch
war zwischen ihnen zerschnitten, zur Freude dés:grofen
Webers, der emsig, unverdrossen, erfinderisch, mit
virtuosem Geschick weiter an dem deutschen Kaisermantel
webte, den er seinen Hohenzollern um die koniglich '
preuBischen Schultern hingen wollte." (31)

The events of 1866 ~ as Spielhagen interprets them - result in
far-reaching and fateful changes in political life in Germany.

' The.split.in the liberal party isolates Antoinette's husband who

is subsequently defeated by the conservative candidate in the
elections for the first Reichstag(1866). Deserted by an
electorate that apparently prefers monarchical conservatism and

* Bismarck(hence reference to 'ein Volk von Sklaven') a

discouraged Philipp Bielefelder turns away from politics and
abandons his liberal republican beliefs., He becomes a supporter
of Bismarck:

"Es schien mir, daB zu den alten Kr&nkungen, die ihm seine
Partei bereitet hatte, neue hinzugekommen waren; er war
verbittert, erbittert; er wolllte: von ihr, von der ganzen
Politik nichts mehr horen und sehen. Kam doch einmal die
Rede auf politische Dinge, schwur er, der einstige -
Republikaner, Konigs- und Adelshasser, auf Bismarck, der
allein wisse, was er wolle, und wie man ein Volk von
Sklaven regieren miisse." (32)

He henceforth devotes his time and energy to his banking

business:

"Er wollte eine dominierende Stelle in der Geschiftswelt
einnehmen, ungeheuer reich werden, alle Welt durch den
Glanz seines Reichtums blenden." t55)

'The:Bielefelder salon becomes the meeting place, not as

hitherto of politicians and journalists, but of writers, literary
gentlemen and artists,34 a shift that was symptomatic of the
depoliticisation of the German middle class that followed their
capitulation to Bismarck, ‘
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Antoinette, too, is a disillusioned and disappointed woman:
she hasg, in turn, admired both Bismargﬁayg§$§ to finally reject
both of them. She gtill admires Bismarck's genius as
statesman: - f

"Ich war mir immer bewuBt, dafl es ein Grofies darum sei,

ein zur Zeit Erreichbares anzustreben und ins Werk zu o
setzen mit kluger Zuhilfenahme aller der Mittel, die der S
Augenblick bietet; aber das GroBte sah ich darin

nicht." (35) |

but her approach to Bismarck is more sober, more critical:

"Ich muBte den Gewaltigen bewundern, und habe, ihn zu
bewundern, niemals aufgehdrt; aber einen Standpunkt, von
dem aus ich es mit ganzer Seele ohne Abzug hitte tun
diirfen, konnte ich ihm gegeniiber weder damals noch spéter
gewinnen." (%6) '

Her opposition to Bismarck is no longer from the point of view
of capitalist liberalism, but, under the influence of ILassalle,
from the point of view of socialism, that is to say, the
welfére of the mass of the people. Bismarck's greatest
achievement is in Antoinette's view - duite logically - not the
establishment of the German Empire, but the programme of

social legislation, which she regards as a step on the road
towards a more humane social order.37 Such a cautiously
optimistic interpretation of the significance for the future of - ?
Bismarck's welfare legislation contrasts starkly with the
general gloom'and despair of the last pages of the novel.58

In her concern for social Justice - and realising that there
is very little the individual can do to alleviate poverty and
distress - Antoinette finally joins the Social Democratic Party.
It is clear that Spielhagen's hopes for the creation of a free
and just social order were set on the socialists:

"...50 kann, so darf es nicht lénger gehen; wollen die
Reichen, Satten durchaus nicht hdren, mégen sie fihlen;
mag die soziale Revolution sie lehren... S0 ward ich zum
zweitenmal Sozialdemokratin und bin es geblieben; keine
Utopistin, aber lebend und, ich denke, sterbend in der
Uberzeugung, daf eine Zeit kommt und wohl schon angebrochen
ist, in der eéine rein menschliche, von keiner Offenbarung
und keinem Dogma beschrénkte Wissenschaft mit den
Uberresten mittelalterlicher Pfafferei und feudaler
Herrlichkeit, wie pomphaft sie sich auch noch heute
spreizen und wieviel geistesdumpfe HSrige vor ihnen



567

"knien, aufrdumen und das einzig menschenwiirdige Ideal:
alles durch das Volk und alles fiir das Volk zur -
Wirklichkeit machen wird,.." (39)

In the face of the more ominous developments of Wilhelminian
society Antoinette reasserts her belief in ultimate progress,
tries to see hope in what is a hopeless situation:

"Dafl wir erst griindliche Materialisten werden, gesteigertes
Streber- und Junkertum, den Imperialismus und seinen
greulichen Begleiter: den Byzantismus indden Kauf nehmen
muBiten, bevor sich der Deutsche auf sein Bestes, auf das,
was ihm den Vorrang unter allen Nationen garantiert: seinen
hochherzigen, weltbilirgerlichen Idealismus wieder besinnen
und aus dem Traumland von frither in sonnenhelle :
Wirklichkeit hiniiberretten konnte," (40)

However, she finally breaks down, falls ill and bed-ridden is .
increasingly prey to deepest pessiﬁism. Her tormented mind is
haunted“'by a vision of the re-criicifixion of Christ and his :
message by the modern capitalist world.41 With the pérception of
a disturbed mind she sees all great historical figures as

"...mehr oder weniger im Bann finsteren Michte, die keines
Menschen Kunst vertraulich macht; nicht immer willig, oder
auch nur imstande, Gott zu geben, was Gottes ist,." %42)

while individual men are just tiny cogs :

"Doch an dem Individuum ist auéh wohl nicht eben viel
gelegen: ein winzig Rédchen in dem ungeheueren Mechanismus,
das, wenn verbraucht, unschwer zu ersetzen, wihrend das
Ganze rastlos weiter arbeitet..." (43) - ,

Although it is not certain that Spielhagen was himself as’
morbidly pessimistic as Antoinette,the final pages of the novel
do indicate that he must have been frequently subject to fits of
despair at developmmnts in Germany: the values which he prized
above all other, the humane ideals of the classical tradition and
the political demands of liberal republicanism had been trampled
under foot. In his novels Spielhagen had shown dramatically how
pervasive Bismarck's pernicious influence had been on the
evolution of political attitudes and yet he'felt the need %o
resist an entirely pessimistic assessment of future developments:
the Bismarck era would, he hoped, prove to be

~".s.in Wahrheit nur eine ganz unvermeidliche Kriimmung des
durchaus richtigen (Weges)..." (44)
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D, Spielhagen and Bismarck.

a. Finder und Erfinder. (1890)

Spielhagen's main concern in this his autobiography was to
give an account of his development as a writer, so that
references to political issues are uncharacteristically sparse
and. generally made in passing. This restraint is conspicuous for
a writer so convinced of the central importance of political and
social lissues; perhaps Spielhagen concentrated on his intellectual
and literary devélopment so as to rectify the repubtation he had
gained as an elevated party political hack, witness his
voluminous theoretical outpourings. There are no direct
references to Bismarck in 'Einder und Ertinder', but comments
on situations and issues related to the problem of Bismarck and
Germany do throw light on Spielhagen's attitude to politicians
and’ statesmen in general and are therefore of interest for any
assessment of his attitude to Bismarck, although they add nothing
substantially new to the picture of Spielhagen as an opponent of
Bismarck.,

in a discussion of the book 'Traits' by the American
philosopher and critic Emerson1 Spielhagen takes the opportunity
to sketch a portrait of Emerson, the man. Spielhagen clearly
admired kmerson's self-assured independence of thought in the
face of hostile criticism, his courage in describing things
exactly as he saw them, his insistence on using his own faculties
to examine evidence and judge for himsel:r, Emerson was a man
after Spielhagen's own heart, a man who refused fearlessly to
submit to any authority other than that of his own intellect.
Spielhagen's portrait of Emerson is a portrait of a truly free
man.2 Independence of thinking is a condition of freedom.
Spielhagen rejects Carlyle's cult of the hero:5

"So war mir der Carlylesche Heroenkultus, an den Emerson
in seinen 'Representative len' mindestens streift, nichts
weniger als sympathisch. Der Heroenkultus fiihrt
unnittelbar zu dem GOotterglauben und der GStterglauben
artet nur zu oft in Gotzendienst aus." (4) '

The cult of the hero is, in Spielhagen's opinion, a modern
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version of pagan idolatry. It is clear from the way that
Spielhagen describes the éonsequences of such hero~worship

on those who indulge in it that he is thinking of the harmful
debilitating effects of the Bismarck cult on political
attitudes in German society:

"Denn dieser Kultus ist objektiv falsch, weil er aus einer
phantastisch-unwissenschaftlichen Auffassung hervorgeht,
und er ist subjektiv schédlich, weil er das uns so o
hochnbtige Vertrauen zu uns selbst erschiittert, indem wir
einer inkommensurabeln GréBe es nicht gleichtun, ja, nicht
einmal mit Erfolg nacheifern zu kénnen glauben; dagegen
dann aber den leidigen Hang im Menschen, andere fiir sich
arbeiten zu lassen, die Verantwortung auf anderer Leute
Schultern. zu schieben, michtig nshrt und so:durchweg fiir
die Trédgen im Geist, die Unentschlossenen und Feigen im
Gemiit einen allzeit bereiten Zufluchtshafen bietet, Wie
uns aber die rationelle’ Verehrung geistiger GréBe vor diesen
Ausschweifungen schiitzt, dié¢ der irrationelle Kultus

- unweigerlich im Gefolge hat, so wird sie uns auch vor dem
Laster des Neides freihalten, das die andere Seite des
Kultus ausmacht und des freien Mannes nicht minder
unwiirdig ist." (5)

Respect for the achievements of great men is'worthy of free

.men provided it does not diminish the individual's
independent use of his critical faculties. Spielhagen points out

that even great men owe their greatness to qualities which they

have inherited and to circumstances in their development over

which they had little or no control, thus showing how unseemly
admiration of great men is. An understanding of the many |
factors that have contributed to a man's greatness inhibits
uncritical admiration of great men as heroes;6 Spielhagen is
attempting to demythologize the cult of the hero.

Spielhagen also argues that a man's greatness is not his
character or personality 7, but in the ideas and values that he
stands for. ' Tassalle, for example, may well have been an
objectionable individual 8 but he did struggle to emancipate
his fellow men, he served the 'Genius der Menschheit'.9 This
approach is in direct contrast with the dominant view of the
time which tended to emphasise the'personal qualities of great
men, not their achievements. ' All this is an attempt to
subject the cult of heroes to the light of rational analysis.
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Spielhagen was quite prepared to concede that Bismarck was a
man of extraordinary qualities, a genius even, but, for
Spielhagen, that was not the point. What was infinitely more
important was the effect of this genius on the political
evolution of the German nation and here it was that Spielhagen's
objections were grounded: Bismarck had, by his policies and
influence, weaned the middle strata from liberalism and turned
them into supporters of the Germany he'had=built with its

feudal structure, class conflict and imperialist ideology.
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b. Spielhagen's assessment of Bismarck in 'Die Gegenwart'(1895)

~In 1895 the Berlin Weekly 'Die Gegenwart' published a number
of assessments of Bismarck which they had requested from prominent
German and Furopean i1f1-tellectuals.’l,l The periodical had asked
two questions:

"wie denken Sie liber Bismarck? In welchem Werk haben Sie
Bismarck behandelt oder auf ihn angespielt?" (142)

Spielhagen replied as follows:

"Die Gestalt Bismarcks selbst habe ich in keinem meiner
Werke eingefilihrt, schon deshalb nicht, weil ich aus
theoretisch-8sthetischen und noch mehr: praktisch-poetischen
Griinden niemals noch lebende Personen in meinen Romanen
vorfithre, An Anspielungen auf Bismarck habe ich es
allerdings nicht fehlen lassén, und das war in Romanen,
deren Zeit die Gegenwart war, auch nicht zu vermeiden,
So gchreitet seine méchtige Gestalt durch den Hintergrund -
~wenn. ich mich s# ausdricken darf -~ von 'Sturmflut', 'Ein
neuer Pharao' und 'Was will das werden?', -In letzterem Roman
lasse ich den jugendlichen Helden sich iiber Bismarck
aussprechen in drei ‘'Goethe und Bismarck' {iberschriebenen
Sonetten, die ich auch, in etwas verinderter Form, in meine
'Gedichte' aufgenommen habe, hier unter dem Titel 'Die
Dioskuren'." (13) : 14

He goes on to reply to Litzmann's attack on him:

"Den Ausspruch Professor Litzmanns: die Stellung des
betreffenden Autors zu Bismarck zum Werbtmesser seiner '
Qualifikation als Dichter der Gegenwart zu nehmen, halte ich
fiir v6llig falsch. ... - Professor Litzmann, als ein noch
Junger Mann, steht aber unter dem Zauber des Gewaltigen auf
Friedrichsruh, gerade wie unsere ganze jurige Generation,

Von jemand, der, wie ich, bereits im Jahre 48 Republikaner
war und es noch heute im Herzen ist, kann man die gleiche
Begeisterung flir den Begriinder des Deutschen Reiches nicht
erwarten; ich wdre ein Narr, wollte ich die GréBe des

Mannes nicht anerkennen, aber ich miiBte meine langjdhrigen
politischen und moralischen Uberzeugungen verleugnen, um das
ohne jede reservatio tun zu kénnen. Ich miiBte sehr, sehr

weit ausholen, um klar zu legen, worin denn diese
Reservationen bestehen. Ich habe eben ein Ideal vom deutschen
Volke in meinem Kopfe, dem die Gegenwarlt in sehr vielen und
sehr wichtigen Punkten nicht entspricht." (15)

Spielhagen's ideal was that of a 'miindiges Volk' of free men in
which the republican ideals of liberty, equallity and fraternity
-would be realised. In reply to Litzmann's dictum that a writer's
attitude to Bismarck was what decided his quality as a-writer,
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Spielhagen wrote:

"Nach meiner Ansicht darf man den Dichter von heute nicht
fragen: wie stehst Du zu Bismarck? sondern: wie stehst Du
zu Christus? d.h. zu dem BEvangelium von der Briiderschaft
der Menschen? Ich glaube an dies Evangelium von ganzem
Herzen, und daB, wer sich nicht zu ihr bekennt, friher oder
spdter zu den Toten geworfen wird, ob sie auch heute aller
Orten auf seinen Mamen schwdren." (16)

Bismarck's kingdom is rejected because it is not founded on the
principles of Christianity. Spielhagen was convinced, as few were
in his day, of the burning social relevance of ‘the secular
message of the Christian gospel.
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- ¢. Interview with Hermann Bahr (1894)

Bahr interviewed Spielhagen at his home in Charlottenburg,
Berlin as part of a shrﬁey of antisemitism which was becoming a
disquieting feature of political life in Germany.17T-Spielhagen
explained that he regarded economic conditions as responsible
for the rise of antisemitism and that with an improvement of the
economic situation antisemitism would disappear. Bahr interjects
that this is precisely what the socialists are gaying to which
Spielhagen replies:

"So nennen Sie mich meinetwegen einen Sozialisten. Ich werde
nicht widersprechen..," (18%

Spielhagen does not hesitatélto desqpibe Bismarck's social
legislation as his greétest échievement; indeed, in a mood of
rather desperate optimism he mistakes Bismarck's social measures
for the beginnings of the new socialist order:

".oomit dem leichten frdhlichen Manchestertum ist es

vorbei., Es war vielleicht Bismarcks gréSte Tat, daB er das
erkannte und wenn auch seine Kraft, wohl seine ganze Art

zur Vollendung nicht mehr reichte, doch den neuen Weg
gewlesen hat., Und wenn Sie nur denken - Altersversorgung,
Invalidenversicherung und so weiter - sind wir denn nicht
schon mitten im Sozialismus? Lassen Sie ihn nur gewshren und
uns auf den neuen Weg riistig aufwirts steigen und Sie sollen
sehen, wie vom Antisemitismus bald keine Spur mehr ist." (19)

Spielhagen thus made very much the same mistake as the National
Liberals at the time of the founding of the German Empire, an
achievement which they had.regérded as a great beginning of a

new liberal Germany. Spielhagen's opposition to Bismarck was
certainly tempered in the last years of his life by the belief that
Bismarck had pioneered social developments in Germany that would
ultimately transform society. The actual task of changing

society fell - as he believed -~ to the socialists where his

political sympathies lay.go
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d. Am Wege (1903)

In this volume of miscellaneous writings there are a number
of references to Bismarck which make it possible to define
Spielhagen's attitude to Bismarck more accurately  than would be the
case by just relying on references in the novels. In 'Post festum',
a third person account of his reaction to the celebration of his
own seventieth birtkday, Spielhagen attempts to explain his
isolated position in society and comes to the conclusion that it
is his independence and the frankness with which he expresses his
fairly radical political and social views that have contributed to
his isolation.aq- He also implies that a critical review of
Freytag's play 'Die Fabier' alienated the support of both Freytag
and his close associate Julian Schmidt°2(both men exerted a

- considerable influénce on the development of literary taste in the

German middle class. through the periodical 'Die Grenzboten')s 5As
well as being. ignored or disparaged by the critics of the national
liberal literary establishment, Spielhagen was-also the target

for attacks from younger naturalist critics, such as the brothers
Hart§4who saw in Spielhagen the arch exponent of the 'idealist'
literature that they declared obsolete., He also offended many Jews
by his belief that the decline of liberalism was linked to the
wide support liberalism enjoyed amongst Jews., 25 Spielhagen had,
therefore, by the 1880's alienated most sections of the literary
eStablishment.26 -Spielhagen's comparative success in Russia and
America led him to think that his isolation in Germany was due

to his refusal to modify his radical liberal position, something
that was understood and appreciated in freedom-ldving America and
in Russia with its more radical intellectual traditions.

"Er war ein geborener Tyrannenhasser, Hasser alles dessen, was -

nach Autoritét schmeckt... DaB die Republik die Panacée
flir alle sozialen Schéden sel, glaubte er keinen Augenblick,
dennoch sah er in ihr die einzige eines mindigen Volkes
wiirdige Staatsform." (27)

Spielhagen continues:

"Solche Ansichten verstand man in Ruflland, auch in den
Kreisen der Gebildeten, die das Hauptkontingent seiner Leser
stellten. In denen ganz besonders, In Deutschland hatte sich
hierin ein Umschwung vollzogen, der nicht zu seinen Gunsten
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"war, Die Aufrichtung des Deutschen Reiches, die er auch mit
Freuden begriBt, war Vielen eine Abschlagszahlung gewesen,
fir die sie willig einen betrdchtlichen Posten von der |
liberalen Rechnung, die sie einstmals der Regierung
présentiert hatten, streichen zu diirfen glaubten. Da er von
diesem Abstrich nichts wissen wollte, vielmehr der Meinung
war, es habe das Volk,das mit Strdmen seines Blutes den
Einheltsbau gekittet, jetzt doppelt und dreifach das Recht,
die Einrichtung im Innern nach seinen Wiinschen und '
Bediirfnissen zu treffen, und er diese Uberzeugung, wie er
es gewohnt, mit Freimut nachdriicklich aussprach, gelangte
er in den Ruf eines Mannes, der, wie er nichis vergessen, so
auch nichts gelernt habe., Das entfremdete ihm viele alte
Freunde und erwarb ihm keine neuen, die er nur in Kreisen
hétte finden kdnnen, von welchem ihn jener RifB trennte, der
zum ungeheueren Schaden beider Teile durch die Bildung
unseres Volkes geht, und den zu beseitigen die Aufgabe und
schwere Arbeit des kommenden Jahrhunderts sein wird." (28)

Spielhagen expresses his general opposition to the conservative
political structure that Bismarck had erected, opposition inspired
by the ideals that had been at the very centre of German
liberalism from its very beginnings. ' |

On 28th August 1899 Spielhagen delivered an address -
included in this volume - commemorating the birth of Goethe in
which he attempts to reintegrate the classical humanist tradition
and the German national character at a .time when the image the

German nation had of itself was, under the baneful influence of

Bismarck, netther liberal nor humanist, One aspect of nineteenth
century nationalism was its search for a defined national
character and for outstanding expressions of that character; the
figures chosen frequently reflected the mood of the nation at a
particular time, thus, in the years of political staghation
preceding the 1848 Revolution Hamlet was widely regarded as a
typically German figure. Faust, too, was seen as an expression of
German striving?9Both figures were taken from literature and-
thus testify to the powerful influence of literature as a
cultural force in the first half of the nineteenth century in
Germany. Later in the cehtury Goethe, Tmther and Bismarck were
generally regarded as giving supreme expression to some dominant
trait in the German national character. Max Nordau, for example,
affirned. - |

"...daB Flirst Bismarck den deutschen Menschen in
vollkommenster Ausgestaltung darstellt." (31)
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Spielhagen presents Goethe as the most perfect, the most
complete. expression of the German character:

"...wenn man, wie billig, den GréBten den nennen muB, der in
nie vorher dagewesener und wohl kaum zu libertreffender
Weise alles, aber alles, was das deutsche Wesen ausmacht,
in sich vereinigt, den Typ des Deutschen in seiner
hochsten Steigerung darstellt, Ver wdre ihm auf diese seine
Mustergliltigkeit hin vorzuziehen? ja nur an die Seite zu
stellen?" (32) '

Spielhagen procedes to examine and reject in.turn Lessing, who
is far too critical and lacks sentimentality, Kant who is

"..,flir einen vollbliitigen Germanen zu ausschlieBlich
Stubengelehrter." (33)

Schiller, who is too full of pathos and even Iuther whose
religipsity and dogmatism are incompatible with fdeutsche Veit-
und Weic:hher.zig;ke:i.t'?"+ Frederick the Great and Bismarck are
regarded as untypical exceptions:

"Kann man doch ohne.Paradox hehaupten, daB die Eigenschaften,
auf denen ihre GroBe basiert: ihre ungeheure Energie, die
keine Ricksicht kennt, vor keiner MaBiregel, und koste sie
noch so ungeheure Opfer, zurlickschreckt, wenn es die
Erreichung des angestrebten Zieles gilt; ihr grandioses
politisches Genie, das um so heller aufflammt, je
schwieriger die zu l8sende Aufgabe sich erweist; ihre
odysseische Verschlagenheit, die den listigen Gegner immer
noch zu Uberlisten versteht - daB diese Eigenschaften, ich
will nicht sagen, undéutsch sind, aber bei den Deutschen
zu selten gefunden werden, um nicht als phinomenale
Ausnahmen in der Regel gelten zu miissen." (35)

Spielhagen was fighting a rear-guard action against changes in
the German nation's image of its own character, changes that
were closely linked with the ascendancy of Bismarckian realism
and the decline of idealism. The 'Bismarckian' middle class
turned to. mighty heroes from the German past, such as Frederick
the Great, and heroes of the present, such as Bismarck; such

men were superlative expressions of the German spirit, Spielhagen
counters this by pointing to the very exceptional nature of such
characters and what is exceptional cannot by definition be the
type. He returns to Goethe and emphasises that he is in every
respect 'German to the core': '

"e+.Goethe ist urdeutsch in dem, was er hat und wiederum
urdeutsch in dem, woran es ihm gebricht. Urdeutsch in
seiner Sentimentalitét, seiner Weichheit, Anpassungs-
fehigkeit, seinem Liebebedlirfnis, seiner frauenhaften
Gesinnung, seinem unersdttlichen Bildungstrieb, der
Universalitét seines Genies, Und wiederum urdeutsch in
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"der Schwéche des politischen Instinkts, des Dranges nach
einém Schaffen auf dem Markte des Lebens im vollen Licht
der Offentlichkeit, des. demagogischen Triebs, auf die Masse ;
zu-wirken; des Talents, sie zu flihren, sie zu beherrschen. P
Er hat die Tugenden; er hat die Fehler der Deutschen., Und :
wdhrend man sich jene andere Heroen wohl auch zur Not als -

~ einer anderen Nation entsprossen vorstellen kénnte, vermag
man sich ihn einzig und allein als Deutschen zu e i
denken." (36) _ .

Spielhagen portrays Goethe as the supreme example of the free
man '

"Und diese seine Herrschaft wird wachsen in dem MaBe, in
welchem die Menschen sich aus dem Wust der Vorurteile, der
Plattheit des Banausentums, der Enge des Dogmenglaubens zur
reinen, freien Menschlichkeit emporliutern. Vor der auch der
Starrginn des nationalen Diinkels erweichen muB so weit, daB
der Traum des Dichters von einer alle Kulturvdlker
umfassende Weltliteratur in Erfiillung geht." (37)

Spielhagen is trying to harnass the intellectual and emotional AR

forces of nationalism to his ideal of the free man: the

prototype free man is German:

"Der deutscheste der Deutschen ist auch der menschlichste
Mensch." (38) '

This is hardly an observation, more an appeal to the imagination
of his contemporaries, an attempt to re-establish the values of
the classical humanist tradition as represented in the figure of i
Goethe as an integral part of the German nation's image of itself,
He is seeking to rehabilitate the discredited image of the
German as the free idealistic individual, the tolerant citizen of
the world, which was dismissed by most contemporaries as impractical
and obsolete, Ziegler; a 1iberal historian, echoes a common
sentiment when he writes: '

"Bismarck hat uns zu Realisten gemacht." (39)
Spielhagen is combating Bismarck's influence in his description
of Goethe as a national hero:

"Konnte je das deutsche Volk aus der Reihe der VSlker
entschwinden, man wiirde aus Goethes Gestalten den deutschen
Menschen zu rekonstruieren vermdgen, wie aus denen Homers
den Hellenen. ' _

An einem Dichter aber, der das Wesen seines Volkes so in
geinem tiefsten Grunde erfaBt und fir alle Zeiten
ausgeprédgt hat, darf die Wellen des Tages voriiberrauschen
unbeachtet, ohne ihm ein Atom seiner GréBe zu rauben, Damit
ist das torichte Gerede von Goethes Mangel an deutsch-
nationalem 8inn gerichtet. Ist es doch Jetzt fast schon
verstummt., Und wird vollends verstummen. Und er wird als
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"deutsch-nationaler Heros anerkannt werden, selbst von
denen, die fortfahren, in Iuther den fluchwiirdigen Ketzer,
in Friedrich dem GroBen den brutalen Eroberer, in Bismarck
den Erzfeind freiheitlicher Entwicklung zu sehen.," (40)

The last reference to Bismarck would tend to suggest that | :
Spielhagen did not view Bismarck as an enemy of liberal
development, but this must be taken to be what Spielhégen
probably regarded as a necessary concession to: public
sensitivity with regard to criticism of Bismarck, since only a
year later(1896) he openly describes Bismarck as a d:i.cted;m_",.tM
Spielhagen ends his address with a plea for a Germany whose power -
and influence in the world are moral and spiritual and .
castigates the importance attached to military SErength.4a'

While Spielhagen does not suggest that Bismarck is responsible
for the militarism and imperialism that was a growing feature

of Germany at the turn of the century, he saw that Bismarck's
defebce of Junker hegemony in the state had preserved the
influence of an essentially militarist class. In his novels
Spielhagen pointed to the spread of militarist ideas among the
younger 'Bismarck' generation, Indeed, almost without

exception, figures in Spielhagen's novels who admire Bismarck

and take him as a model for their own behaviour are invariably
representative of the more unsavoury developments in German
society.
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e, bSpielhagen and Bismarck: conclusions.

Spielhagen was a life-long republican. The ideals of the
French Revolution, liberty, equality and fraternity, the
declaration of the rights of man formed the unchanging basis
of his political philosophy. Spielhagen's opposition to

' Bismarck was entirely political in motivation; it was the

opposition of the liberal republican to the conservative
monarchist. He saw clearly what Bismarck's aims were: the
preservation of the essentially feudal system of monarchical
government against the claims of liberalism that sought to
replace it with popular representative government; Bismarck was
determined - as Spielhagen saw it - to preserve the poiitical
and social power of the aristodrécy from attempts by the
middle class to replace ﬁhe'aristocracy as the ruling class in
Germany. This was in Spielhagen's view a progfamme of
permanent-counﬁer-revolution and the antithesis of his own
ideals, Where Spielhagen worked and wrote td educate and
emancipate the German public in pursuit of his ideal: the

free, responsible citizen, Bismarck strove, employing the
panoply of state power and his control of the press, to maintain
and consolidate the authoritarian 'Obrigkeitsstaat', to
perpetuate the German 'Untertan'. It was Spielhagen's
appreciation of Bismarck's basic strategy that inspired his
fundamental opposition to Bismarck.

In the 1860's at the time of the constitutional conflict
Spielhagen opposed Bismarck the Junker - whose brief was the
defence of monarchical and aristocratic prerogatives - in the
name of parliamentary sovereignty and the democratic rights of
the people, He wrote articles for the radical democratic
'Volkszeitung' and himself edited a liberal weekly 'Die deutsche
Wochenschrift!',

In 1871 the German Empire was established and Bismarck
hailed as its architect., While Spielhagen welcomed the
unification of tne German states - and was prepared to
acknowledge the part Bismarck had played as statesman in the
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adhievement of German unity - he was painfully aware that the
political and social structure of the new Empire remained as
before. The defeatjof France had brought a re-organisation of
Germany's political geography, had led to the establishment of a
‘united Germany as a major European power, but the Prussian

Junker class remained as'firmly in control of power in a

Gérmany united under Prussian hegemony as before., Spielhagen,
although subject to considerable self-questioning with regard to
the validity of republican ideals in Bismarckian Germany, found
he could not accept the political structure as imposed by
Bismarck in 1871, a structure which perpetuated in the name

of a constitutional and imperial monarchy Bismarck's own unique

- position of power above. a relatively ineffective Reichstag. Hopes
that the aristocracy would accept the middle class as political
partners - thus ending decades of conflict and initiating a new
era of liberal evolution in Germany - were soon replaced by fears
that with the political structure unchanged authoritarianism, |
nationalism, militarism and materialism would combine to destroy
the liberal humanist tradition.

The proscription of the socialists (1878) stiffened
Spielhagen's opposition to Bismarck; he was also embittered by
liberal support for Bismarck's anti-socialist measures and by
the general indifference of the middle class to the social
problems that industrialisation and urbanisation were creating.
The new Bismarck-inspired 'realism' of the middle class, their
worship of success, their materialism and modern contempt for
ideal valiues made Spielhagen fear for the future of Germany., These
trends made him aware of the adverse influence of Bismarck on
political and social values in German society: the lack of
vigorous opposition to Bismarck in the Reichstag and the
Bismarck cult of the younger generation(the two areas of
influence that Spielhagen criticises in 'Strumflut') are seen as
isolated phenomena in the 1870's; by the 1880's Spielhagen saw
Bismarck's influence as all-embracing, as pervading every aspect
of contemporary life. Sections of the aristocracy and the middle
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class Jjoined in admiration of their common hero Bismarck.

In the 1880's the social question assumed for Spielhagen an
importance that transcended that of the question of political :
representation: confronted with poverty, disease and widespread '
social deprivation the question of politioel rights receded in
his scale of priorities. Spielhagen found hlmself in his concern
for social Jjustice in opposition to the middle class who now
shared with the conservative establishment a vested interest in
the maintenance of the status quo. Spielhagen welcomed Bismarck's
social legislation and hailed it as his greatest achievement,.
without apparently appreciating Bismarck's political motives. It
reconciled him in some measure to Bismarck's illiberal regime; he
was particularly bitter that the Progressive Party - the penty
- with which he had the closest links - should havdopposed the '
measures, At this point in the evolution of his polltlcal
thinking Spielhagen had adopted a Fabian-type approach to the
social question: he believed that in order to avoid revolution,
society would have to be reformed from above(perhaps he sympathised,
therefore, with Bismarck's attempt to deprive the socidists of
the basis of their political agitation by satisfying certain basic
demands, and thus, prevent the development of a politically
conscious workers' movement). Whatever his views were in the 1880's
by the 1890's he had been drawn more and more to the Social
Democratic Party; he began to see in the party a movement that
represented those democratic.and republican ideals of equality
and fraternity that he had. spent his life struggling for. He also
admired the way the party had nqQt submitted to the magsive _
pressure that Bismarck had brought to bear, but had strnggled on
undaunted., '

2

As the Bocial Democratic Party increased in strength -~ in the
period after the ban had been lifted in 1890 - Gpielhagen began
to see a real ray of hope for the future: he pegan to hope that
the Bismarck era, which had brought the defeat of his ideals,
would be no more than an interlude in the course of German history.
This reawakened optimism was balanced by a strong current of
pessimism in Spielhagen's thinking towards the end of his life:
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he despaired that the Germans as a nation would ever develop

into free-born men, influenced by the feudalisation of the

German national character that resulted from widespread o
uncritical admiration of Bismarck., He even favoured - in the 1870's - :
Germany acquiring colonies in the hope that the tough-: :
environment there would encourage the German settlers to develop
a senge of i1r1dependemc:e_and.sel:E‘-Jc'eliarlce.L"3

Spielhagen had witnessed in his life-time the emergence of

~a liberal middle class as a political force of the first order,

he had witnessed its attempts to.oust the aristocracy from power
and he had witnessed the failure, decline and capitulation of
liberalism at the hands of Bismarck. Bismarck had, as Mommsen
put it. .. : |

"...der Nation des Riickgrat gebrochen." (44)
and Spielhagen would have concurred, only too aware of the
influence that Bismarck had exerted on the development of Germany.
Another contemporary, the sociologist Max Weber summed up the
consequences of Bismarck's influence on Germany in the following
way:

"Was war infolgedessen...Bismarcks politisches Erbe? Er
hinterlieB eine Nation ohne alle und jede politische
Brziehung, tief unter dem Niveau, welches sie in dieser
Hinsicht zwanzig Jahre vorher bereits erreicht hatte. Und -
vor allem eine Nation ohne allen und jeden politischen
Willen, gewohnt, daB der groBe Staatsmann an ihrer Spitze
flir gie die Politik schon besorgen werden. Und ferner, als
Folge der miBbriuchlichen Benutzung des monarchischen
Gefiihls alg Deckschild eigener Machbtinteressen im
politischen Parteikampf, eine Nation, daran gewdhnt, unter
der Firma der 'monarchischen Reglerung' fatalistisch iiber
sich ergehen zu lassen, was man iiber sie beschloB, ohne
Kritik an der politischen Qualifikation derjenigen,; welche
sich nunmehr auf Bismarcks leergelassenen Sessel niederliefBen.
+ee Eine politische Tradition dagegen hinterlieB der
groBe Staatsmann iiberhaupt nicht. Innerlich selbsténdige
Kopfe und vollends Charaktere hatte er weder herangezogen
noch auch nur ertragen... Demgegeniiber als ein rein
negabives Ergebnis seines gewaltigen Prestiges ein v6llig
machtloses Parlament." (45

Weber's observation of Bismarck's influence on the younger
generation confirms and is confirmed by Spielhagen's
description(references to novels inserted):

"Die Nachwirkung der gewaltigen Ereignisse von 1866 und 1870
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"vollzog sich, wie oft, erst an der Generation, welche zwar
die siegreichen Kriege als unausldschlichen dJugendeindruck
miterlebt(cf, Reinhold Schmidt in 'Sturmflut' and Lothar
Lorenz in 'Was will das werden?'), von den tiefen
innerpolitischen Spannungen und Problemen aber, welche sie
begleiteten, keine eigene klare Anschauung hatte., In ihren
Kopfen erst wurde Bismarck zur Legende. Jenes Geschlecht
politischer Literaten, welches seit etwa 1878 in das
6ffentliche Leben eintrat, spaltete sich in seiner Haltung
zu ihm in zwei ungleich groBe H8lften, von denen die eine,
groflere, nicht etwa die GroBartigkeit seines feinen und
beherrschenden Geistes, sondern ausschlieBlich den Hinschlag
von Gewaltsamkeit und List in seiner staatsménnischen
Methode, dasg scheinbar oder wirklich Brutale daran
anschwédrmte(Philipp Schmidt in 'Sturmflut' and Herbert
Ilicius in 'Ein neuer Pharao'),die andere aber mit
kraftlosen Ressentiments dagegen reagierte. Wenn die zweite
Spielart nach seinem Tode schnell verschwand, so wurde die
erste seitdem literarisch erst recht gepflegt. Sie prigt
seit langem die historische Legende der konservativen
- Politiker nicht nur, sondern auch ehrlich begeisterter
Literaten und endlich aller jener Plebejer des Geistes,
welche durch duBlerliche Nachahmung seiner Gesten sich als
Geist von seinem Geist zu legitimieren meinen." (46)
Spielhagen's opposition to Bismarck was not based on hostility or
resentment of Bismarck as an autocratic ruler, or even to
individual policies; his opposition was based on his perception
of Bismarck's aims: the defeat of democratic liberalism and the
preservation of an authoritarian feudal structure. The
consequences of this for German political culture were
far-reaching: liberal humanism declined, a spent and discredited
force to be replaced by a cynical and ruthless realism,
modelled on Bismarck, that was to the ideology of the German

middle class in the twentieth century.

Spielhagen represents the stand of the uncorrupted humanist
liberal against Bismarck and the values he promoted: nationalism,
materialism, militarism. In an increasingly hostile and
contemptuous atmosphere Spielhagen maintained his belief in the
validity of democratic humanism and the social ethic of
Christianity. It was Germany's tragedy that his message was
dismissed as irrelevant and obsolete.
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Conclusions

a. The writers ané.Bismarok

Of the three writers Spielhagen, a radical democrat, was the
most consistent critic of Bismarck and of German society in the
Bismarck era. He believed passionately in individual liberty and
social justice, that is, freedom from economic oppression. His
political ideal was the democratic republic of equal, free and
responsible citizens., He rejected Bismarck as representing - and
defending - a political and social order that was the antithesis
of his ideal with its lack of concern for the liberty and the
dignity of the individual. He further objected to the
consolidation of authoritarian political attitudes and the
'brutalisationf of political mores that reéulted from Bismarck's
despotic exercise of power.

Freytag, a moderate constitutional liberal, was also a
life-long opponent and critic of Bismarck. In thé vanguard of
the liberal struggle'to bring down the monarchical system of
government in Prussia in the 1860's and replace it with a system
of parliamentary government, he bitterly resented Bismarck's
ruthless defence of monarchical power and aristocratic privilege.
None of Bismarck's later achievements - not even the unification
of Germany - quibte reconciled Freytag to the illiberal Bismarck
regime and he continued to hope that Bismarck and his
autocratic regime would in time give way to a liberal system of

government. Given the lack of any popular opposition to-BiSmarck,'

Freytag looked to the Crown Prince Frederick, a known liberal
sympathiser, to initiate such a development.

Pontane, by far the most positive in his attitude to
Bismarck, confessed to being an admirer of Bismarck's political
genius. Bismarck the statesman, the orator, the humorist held
a particular, if fairly apolitical, fascination for Fontane.
Bismarck's despotism was in Fontane's view fully justified by
his achievements for Germany, indeed, his despotism was a
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condition of Germany's greatness, Only very late in life - after

Bismarck had resigned - did Fontane's dislike of Bismarck‘s petty

autocratic style and growing megilomania escalate into outright 1

rejection of Bismarck. He finally concluded that Bismarck the

man lacked nobility and generosity while his achievements lacked

moral significance, | b
While Fontane rejected Bismarck very largely because of his

character, Freytag and Spielhagen rejected Bismarck for strictly

political reasons., Bismarck represented a political system,

monarchical, feudal and pseudo-parliamentary in nature, that they

both wished to see replaced by another system. It was their belief

in the continuing validity of this alternative that sustained their

opposition to Bismarck. | '
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be The writers' perception of Bismarck's influence on German
society ' '

What phenomena in the subsequent development of Germany were
commonly ascribed to the influence of Bismarck by his c_ri’cicsf'I
1. The: very success of Bismarck as a statesman undermined the
confidence of the German liberal middle class in their own
political abilities.2 By excluaing the middle classes from the
responsible exercise of political power Bismarck kept them in a
state of political immaturity, excessively depehdent on strong
leadership.3 _ S
2. Bismarck's systematic vilification of his political opponents
as 'enemies of Germany'(Reichsfeinde) with opposition to the
government denounced as unpatriotic, encouraged political
conformism( 'Byzantinismus') and led to a decline in standards of
conduct in public life('Verwilderung der politischen Sitten'):

"Bismarcks unerbittlicher, mit den Machtmitteln des Staates
gefihrter Kampf gegen politisch Andersdenkende (Hat) den
Mut zur Selbsténdigkeit unterdriickt..." (4)

5. Bismarck's autocratic personality, his ruthlessness in the
exercise of his power and his contempt for subordinates made him
in the popular mind the incarnation of Nietzsche's amoral '{iber-
mensch’, - .

4. Bismarck's programmatic separation of politics and morality, his
'Realpolitik' with its emphasis on 'Blut und Eisen' corrupted
public understanding of the nature of politics. The art of politics
was reduced to0 a matter of 'Macht vor Recht', thereby encouraging
reliance on military might and strong-arm tactics.

5. Bismarck's military posture5 promoted militarism, _
Finally, Bismarck's influence was reinforced by the 'cult' that
grew up:

"Die Mehrheit des deutschen Volkes wollte mit BewuBtsein
in allen Stlicken bismarckisch denken und fiihlen." (6)

- How does this assessment compare with each of the writer's view of
Bismarck's influence,? '

Compared to many prominent contemporaries)whether supporters
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~or opponents of Blsmarck)ﬂ‘ontane had a very modest view of the e
- extent and impact of Bismarck's influence on developments in |

Germany. Some of his more lyrical contemporaries spoke of :
Bismarck imprinting his stamp on the age either favourably, in o
which case almost every advance is ascribed to his beneficial ﬂ
and:ubiquitous :i.ni‘luenc'e‘7 or unfavourably, in which case Ehe
responsibility for the political immaturity of the German nation
is laid at Blsmarck's feet., Fontane's understanding of history
precluded ascrlblng toomuch 1nf1uence to one man. Most of the
major developments in Germany in the Bismarck era -~ in the
social and political structure - Fontane regarded as the
product of;powerful underlying forces.s There is little
evidence to suggest that he.perceived'any thorough-going causal
link between Bismarck's influence and the negative developments
in German society which gave him such cause for concern.

Fontane noted that Germany had, under Bismarck, grown
accustomed to being governed by a statesman possessed of
exceptlonal abilities:

"Bismarcks Regiment, eine Genialitéts-Episode, hat uns
daran gewdhnt an oberster Stelle mit dem Ausnahmefall zu
rechnen, diesen als Regel zu nehmen, die Regel ist aber dle
Mlttelmaﬁigkeit, die geistige und die moralische
‘Diirftigkeit..." (9)

He later wrote, describing the origins and evolutlon of Prussia,
of the lack of freedom and independence in German society:

"Ein Staat entstand...aber wie gut auch in seiner Art, es
gehdrte einer niedrigsten KultursEnfwicklung an. Von
Freiheit keine Rede., Und daran kranken wir noch. Aller
gegebénen und gesetzlich garantierten Freiheiten zum

Trotz, sind wir innerlich unfrei geblieben und teilen uns
nach wie vor in Regierende und Regierte., Die Selbsténdigkeit
fehlt, die Initiative; wir erwarten nach wie vor alles von
der Reglerung. Wir flnden es bequem und vorteilhaft, uns
regieren zu lassen." (10)

Fontane traces the lack of liberty to the traditions of

absolutist Prussia, but makes no mention of Bismarck3 there is

apparently in Fontane's mind no link. The lack of ‘'Zivilcourage'

wag a further feature of public 1life in Germany (commonly

ascribed to Bismarck's despotism) that Fontane observed: he E—
complained of 'bestdndig wachsende Fortschritte...im B:yzantismus"l/I
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Did Fontane see this trend as linked in any way to Bismarck's

autocratic conduct? The evidence is tenuous. While he was aware

that

"+.o.neben einem solchen Despoten(i.e. Bismarck)-nur
unselbsténdige oder Kdpfe zweiten oder dritten Ranges
dienen konnen." (12) :

and made the link between Bismarck's despotism and the

emergence of the conformist 'Streber' in the state

administration explicit in the figure of Innstétten, Fontane
did not regard Bismarck's regime as responsible for the more
general lack of 'Zivilcourage' in public life, Hedemeyer's
observation that ' '

" .owir schwelgén in einem unausgesetzten G&tzen- und
Opferdienst. Und was wir am willféhrigsten opfern, das
. ist die freie Meinung..." (13) . .

suggests rather that he associated the byzantinism of public
life with the Bismarck cult and the attendant - and

voluntary - sacrifice of liberal principles by the middle class,

for which Bismarck could hardly be blamed.

Fontane observed 'eine Kleinheit, eine Enge und
Unfreiheit' T4 in conditions in Germany, but makes no mention
of Bismarck. He complained

"...freie Menschen von unbefangener Empfindung Qibt'es
nicht mehr, alles steckt, zum Teil ohne es zu wissen...
.in Staatspatentheit und. Offiziositat." (15)

Again, no mention of Bismarck. Bismarck's point, made after his
resignation, that the Germans appeared to lack confidence in
themselves,16' met with Fontane's approval, but he did not see
Bismarck as linked in any way with this state of affairs.
Fontane also saw no connection between the absqlutism of the
young Kaiser Williem IT and Bismarck's life~long struggle
against parliamentarism in Germany. In later life Fontane
bemoaned. the fact that parliament had only very limited powers
to resist the absolutism of the Kaiser, but he appears to have
attached no blame to Bismarck.

It might seem that Fontane had a blindspot_whén it came to
assessing the impact of Bismarck's influence on political
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developménts in Germanj. Fontane seems to have regarded
Bismarck's influence as negligeable, The much lamented
'Borfussignus', the militarism, chauvinism, materialism and
imperialism of Germany in the 1880's and 1890's were all
phenomena unconnected with Bismarck in Fontane's view, His
list of 'etablierte Michte' in Prussia did not include Bismarck: ST

"Sie wissen so gut wie ich oder besser als ich, daB es in
unsrem guten Lande PreuBen...etablierte Miachte gibt, denen
man sich unterwirft. Diese Michte sind verschieden: Geld,
Adel, Offizier, Assessor, FProfessor... Im Ganzen aber
darf man sagen, es gibt in PreuBen nur 6 Idole und das
Haupt-Idol, der Vitzliputzli des preuBischen Kultus, ist
der Leutnant, der Reserve-Offizier." (17)

Fontane observed a whole range of disturbing phenomena in
German society in the 1880's and 1890's - especially those
linked to the dominant position of the Prussian aristocracy -
but he does not seem to have attempted to gather his '
observations together and relate them in a coherent total
picﬁure of historical cause and effect to the influence of
Bismarck. We thus have in Fonbane novels and other writings
extremely vivid descriptions of individual symptoms; but no
over-all diagnosis. Fontane underestimated the influence of

' Bismarck on Germany; this was due, for the most part, to the fact '

that he regarded others factors - for éxample, the aristocracy -
as more decisive. . '

The datfer decades of Freytag's life were overshadowed by the

~decline of liberalism as a political force in German public life,

a decline that owed as much to the weakness of the middle class
as to the despotism of Bismarck. The middle classes succumbed to
the success of Bismarck's achievements where they had failed.
While Freytag had in his writings tried to stem this decline, to
reaffirm the preeminent political role of the middle class and

‘strengthen its political will, the middle class itself had, by and

large, no longer any wish to determine the political fate of
Germany which was, anyway, in the capable hands of Bismarck,

Freytag regarded this development as very largely the
consequence of a fatal flaw in the German national character:
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the need to look up to and admire great men, a need that was T

so strong, so deeply rooted that, where no real heroes existed,
heroes were created by the idealisation of leaders. Bismarck was
one such hero, idealised, as freytag complained, out of all
proportion to satisty the collective longing of the German soul
for hero-worship. Freytag had hoped that Bismarck's despotism
would prdvoke a massive counter-movement, but such hopes

proved to be in vain. '

While ireytag was distinctly uneasy about the possible
congequences of Bismarck's regime on the course of Germah_history
and on the German people, he did not have any clear idea as to
what these COnsequences might be., Ffreytag was extremely
reluctant to subject the political culture of his own class, the
middle class, to critical analysis, preferring to believe that

‘the middle class was incapable of betraying its liberal

traditions; he, thus, made no sustained attempt to assess the
impact of Bismarck on the middle class. In the last years of

his life Freytag was anyway too preoccupied with what he

believed to be the threat to bourgeois society and the state
posed by the socialists to give much thought to the possible
consequences of Bismarck's influence. Despite his trears that the
bourgeois camp had been considerably weakened by the emergence of
the Catholic Centre Party as a major party(for which Freytag
blamed Bismarck)18 ¥reytag reasserted - almost mechanically -

his belief that in the inevitable confrontation between capital
and labour that lay ahead 1 the middle class(capital) would
ultimately win through, if they 'dealt' quickly with the
socialists.20 The socialists replaced Bismarck as the main enemy
of the middle class.®! On the whole Freytag does not seem to
have besen cognizant of the profound changes in the liberal
political culture of the middle class in German society during the
Bismarck era. '

Ut the three writers Spielhagen was most painfully aware of
the destructive nature of Bismarck's influence on liberal political
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attitudes in German society, particularly, in the middle class,
and contrasts in this respect with Freytag's view. Spielhagen's
firm commitment to radical politics and his sustained opposition
to Bismarck's conservative politics made this almost inevitable.
The decline of constitutional liberalism and its replacement - as
the ideology of the middle class - by a brash nationalism
inspired by Bismarckian principles of 'Realpolitik' is
meticulously charted in Spielhagen's novels from ‘'Allzeit
Voran'(1872) to 'Freigeboren'(1900). Bismarck's success, first,
in staving off the liberal threat and finally, by his
unification of Germany, in.realising one of liberalism's prime
goals, led to a withering away of parliamentary liberalism and

a shift Yo nationalist aims.'Spielhagen did not entirely blame
Bismarck for this: he had harsh words for the middle class who
had - in his opinion -~ capitulated to Bismarck without much of a
struggle after he had created a united Germany. The middle class
had, he complained, discarded all too readily their

' parliamentary liberalism(hence, the frequent figure of the

renegade 'Bismarckian' liberal in Spielhagen's novels) and had
supported him in pursuit of national greatness. Bismarck, the
architect of the German Empire and the statesman who symbolised

a united Germany's new found influence and prestige as a
European power became the hero of the middle class, especially of
the younger generation,

Bismarck's mostlpernicious influence in Spielhagen's view
was the prestige and authority he lent to attitudes and ideas
that were profoundly undemocratic. As Sienkiewicz commented 22
it mattered little whether Bismarck ever actually said that
'Macht geht vor Recht'; what was important was that he acted as if
this dictum were the basis of his political action. Bismarck's
example - and its widespread imitation - led to a 'brutalisation’
of German political culture in which ideal values, such as
humanism or republicanism, were scornfully dismissed as
old-fashioned, impractical and unrealistic, while the ruthless
exploitation of advantage for the achievement of sucess, the

oo e e
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uninhibited exercise of power were proclaimed the principles of -
the new age of Bismarckian realism. Spielhagen appreciated that
such notions ~ strictly applied -~ would result in a situation of
permanent social conflict within nations and between nations. Indeed,
social darw1nlsm with its doctrine of life as a continuous bitter
struggle for survival, appeared to confirm such 'Bismarckian'

ideas.

Bismarck also served to.éxemplify for many contemporaries
the supreme figure of genius. It is unlikely that the cult of the

. genius would have reached such proportions had it not.been for-

Bismarck's powerful personality as a striking example., The cult
of the genius was employed -~ together with the.more notorious

Nietzschean 'Ubermensch’' concept - to disprove and discredit

democratic ideas of equality and brotherhood.

" The failure of German liberalism to unite Germany in contrast
to Bismarck's awe~inspiring success, achieved by ruthlessly
imposing his iron will on a recalcitrant people, persuaded many
Germans that autecracy and authoritarian government were more
consonant with the German national character that liberalism,

The German was ap@arently 'der geborene Gefolgsmann' with a great
innate capacity for loyal and obedient service, but no talent for
the dlSClpllneS of self-government. The German nation's
experience of Bismarck, the’ great despot-statesman, confirmed them
in their role as subject('Untertan') in the authoritarian state .
('Obrigkeitsstaat'). Spielhagen also held Bismarck responsible
for the political conformism(byzantinism) of public life by his
ruthless removal of opponents and hounding of critics; this, in
turn, gave rise to the careerist who was prepared to sacrifice
all to his own success('Streber'). All of these phehomena
Spielhagen observed and recorded in his novels.,

The contribution that each of the three novelists makes to
an understanding of the way in which Bismarck influenced the
political culture in Germany in the latter half of the
nineteenth century varies considerably. Freytag's commitment to
the concept of literature as primarily a medium of political

oo e
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inspiration for the middle class precluded critical analysis of
the middle class and forced Freytag to turn to the historical
novel. Nowhere did. he describe the middle class of the
Bismarck era., Fontane's concern with a detailed evocation

of the political and intellectual atmosphere of the Berlin
upper class of his day resulted in a number of memorable
portraitis of conservative opponents of Bismarck, but only in
the figure of the Eareerist('Streber') Innstetten in 'Bffi
Briest' did he begin to explore the implications of Bismarck's
despotic regime for human values. Spielhagen's concept of the
novel as a forum for the discussion of the political and social
issues of the day produced an unequalled literary analysis of
the impact of Bismarck on the political and intellectual
culture of the German middle class, His account is especially
interesting for the links he establishes between Bismarck's
influence and the genesis of anti-democrétic and, in the event,
prefascist attitudes, Of all the writers he comes closest by the
breadth of his canvasg to the concept of the realist novelist
as 'social historian', '
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