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Severus Alexander i s s a i d to have had the mottot 

"One need not f e a r a s o l d i e r , i f he i s properly clothed, 
f u l l y armed, has a stout p a i r of hoots, a f u l l b e l l y , and 
something i n h i s money-belt." 

Eaoh unit i n the Roman army would require r e g u l a r supplios of food, 

equipment, and other items i n peace-time and i n war. Vegetius s t a t e s 

that the commanding o f f i c e r was responsible f o r arma omnium militum item 

equi vestes annona. Josephus, i n d e s c r i b i n g the methodical routine of 

the Romans on campaign, states» 

" A l l other duties are c a r r i e d out with a t t e n t i o n to d i s c i p l i n e 
and s e c u r i t y ; firewood, food, and water, as required, are 
obtained by eaoh party. 1* 

The need f o r these items was no l e s s i n peace-time, when men would have 

to be d e t a i l e d to the tiresome and f a t i g u i n g t a s k of securing them; 

indeed, one of the complaints of the r e b e l l i o u s l e g i o n a r i e s i n A.D. 14 

was 'the c o l l e c t i o n of food, timber, and firewood'. Exemption from 

these fatigues was granted to s o l d i e r s who were c l a s s e d as p r i n c i p a l e s 

or lmnunes; that i t was a great advantage to belong to t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o 

can be seen by the undisguised d e l i g h t of A p o l l i n a r i u s when appointed 

l i b r a r i u B l e g i o n i s , or the w i l l i n g n e s s of many s o l d i e r s to purchase 

an i l l e g a l r e s p i t e from f a t i g u e s . ( v a c a t i o munerum) from t h e i r c e n t u r i o n s . 1 

Further information on t h i s subject i s provided by Vegetius; a f t e r 

d e s c r i b i n g t h i s type of s o l d i e r , he sayst 

"The r e s t of the s o l d i e r s are c a l l e d mnnifices, because they 
have to c a r r y out the munera." 

He l a t e r repeats t h i s statement almost verbatim; a f t e r remarking that 

o f f i c e r s had batmen and o r d e r l i e s , he s t a t e s : 
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"Even the r e g u l a r s o l d i e r s c a r r i e d i n t o camp small bundles of 
firewood, hay, water, and straw. They are c a l l e d munifices 
from the f a c t that they c a r r y out these munera," 

2 
He elsewhere mentions batmen of senior o f f i c e r s t 

" S o l d i e r s ohosen to see to the munera attend to the water, 
firewood, and food f o r the tribunes.8 

Vegetius constantly s t r e s s e s the need f o r an army always to be very 

c a r e f u l about i t s sources of s u p p l i e s t 

" I t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y necessary f o r a general, whether stationed 
i n a camp or a c i t y , to take steps to see that the fodder of 
the animals, the convoying of corn and the other s u p p l i e s , 
the c o l l e c t i o n of water, «ood, and food should be safeguarded 
from enemy a t t a c k s . T h i s can only be e f f e c t e d by posting 
garrisons i n s u i t a b l e p o s i t i o n s e i t h e r i n towns or walled f o r t s 
along the supply route. I f f o r t i f i c a t i o n s of the old type 
are not a v a i l a b l e , emergency f o r t l e t s i n s u i t a b l e positions 
can be strengthened by l a r g e r d i t c h e s . F o r t l e t s are so c a l l e d 
from the.diminutive word from f o r t s . Considerable forces 
of infantry and c a v a l r y stationed i n these posts i n the 
countryside ensure a safe supply route." 

He elsewhere s t a t e s that a camp should be so s i t e d that there i s always 

a s u f f i o i e n t supply of firewood, food, and water. Care must be taken 

that shortages should not oocur of firewood and food i n winter and water 

i n summer. Indeed, should an army be away from i t s permanent base i n 

winter, i t should not be encamped i n the same place f o r too long i n oase 

food or firewood run s h o r t . ^ 

The Roman army obtained i t s supplies i n s e v e r a l ways. Sometimes 

the s o l d i e r s would r e q u i s i t i o n them from the c i v i l i a n s i n the provinces, 

but there were s t r i c t r u l e s and regulations which were to be followed. 

Often the s o l d i e r s arranged to c o l l e c t various supplies themselves. 
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Hany items of supply, e s p e c i a l l y of a t e c h n i c a l type, were manufactured 
by the army i t s e l f to meet i t s own requirements, 

Several e d i c t s issued by P r e f e c t s of Egypt make i t quite c l e a r that 

l e g a l l y no s o l d i e r could r e q u i s i t i o n anything i n time of peace without a 

permit (diploma) from them* However, the frequency with which such e d i c t s 

were issued strongly suggests that the r e g u l a t i o n s were not always 

followed* The system i s best seen i n an e d i c t of Cn. V e r g i l i u s Capito} 

t h i s was sent from Alexandria on the 27th November, A.D. 48, to the 

strategus Posidonius, who had i t displayed at the Theban Oasis on 1st 

February the following year* 

" E d i c t of Cnaeus V e r g i l i u s Capito. 
For a long time I have heard that c e r t a i n unjust and unreasonable 
demands were being made by people who g r e e d i l y and shamelessly 
abused t h e i r power. Now I have p a r t i c u l a r l y learned from 
the p e t i t i o n of the Libyans that c e r t a i n o f f i c i a l s brazenly 
demand sums f o r t h e i r expenses and accommodation (although 
there are no such allowances and ought not to be any), and 
l i k e w i s e under the t i t l e of transpoetation r e q u i s i t i o n s * 
Therefore I command those passing through the nomes, s o l d i e r s , 
troopers, p o l i c e , centurions, tr i b u n e s , and a l l others, to 
take nothing nor make any r e q u i s i t i o n without having a permit 
from me. These people are to be provided with nothing but 
s h e l t e r , and are not to make any r e q u i s i t i o n s beyond those 
f i x e d by Ilaximus* 1* 

Magius Ilaximus, a Prefect i n the time of Augustus, had o r i g i n a l l y s e t out 

the procedure to be followed i n making r e q u i s i t i o n s * The l i s t of the 

d i f f e r e n t m i l i t a r y o f f i c i a l s who might be t r a v e l l i n g about the province 

making r e q u i s i t i o n s , i s impressive (rrp*TtwT*$ KOI tfrfrdj K*( fr«T©p*j frot 

IT«VTan 

The s t e m steps threatened by Capito seem to have been the climax 
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of a s e r i e s of complaints; a few years e a r l i e r h i s predecessor had 

issued a s i m i l a r earningt 

" E d i c t of Lucius Aemilius Rectus. 
No one s h a l l be allowed to make r e q u i s i t i o n s on the people 
i n the counxry f o r t r a v e l l i n g expenses nor demand any g i f t 
without a permit from me. Each person possessing a permit 
from me can take s u f f i c i e n t supplies on paying the pr i c e f o r 
them. But i f any of the s o l d i e r s , p o l i c e , or o f f i c i a l s on 
public s e r v i c e i s reported to have acted i n v i o l a t i o n of my 
e d i c t , or to have used force against anyone from the country, 
or to have exacted money, I s h a l l punish him most severely.' 
29th A p r i l , A.I). 42" 

Again i t i s s t r e s s e d that a s o l d i e r must have a permit from the Prefect 

( p i S e v i i j e € T w . . aT€f lpo[*/| &»rr^|y<n-os). The F l a v i a n emperors 

seem to have introduced s u c c e s s f u l l y the enforcement of the regulations 

and i t i s not u n t i l almost a century l a t e r i n A.P. 133-137 that a Prefect 

i s known to have issued a public reminder about the c o r r e c t procedures r 

" E d i c t of Marcus Petromus Mamertinus, Prefect of Egypt. 
I have learned that many s o l d i e r s , when t r a v e l l i n g through 
the country, without permits, improperly r e q u i s i t i o n boats, 
baggage-animals, and men, obtaining some by force and 
r e c e i v i n g others from the s t r a t e g i through favour or 
obsequiousness. This r e s u l t s i n p r i v a t e c i t i z e n s s u f f e r i n g 
i n s u l t s and abuse, and the army i s accused of greed and 
i n j u s t i c e . I therefore command the s t r a t e g i and r o y a l s c r i b e s 
i n general to f u r n i s h nothing without a permit to any person, 
whether t r a v e l l i n g by r i v e r or by land, as a contribution f o r 
the journey. I s h a l l punish severely anyone who, a f t e r t h i s 
e d i c t , i s caught e i t h e r taking or g i v i n g any of the above-
mentioned items* 
5th September, A.D. 133-137«" 

Other sources besides the e d i c t s of Pr e f e c t s of Egypt r e v e a l that 

s o l d i e r s m other provinces not infrequently did not follow the r u l e s 

and r e g u l a t i o n s prescribed f o r r e q u i s i t i o n i n g items of food or supplies 

or b i l l e t i n g . That there should be such abuses i s only to be expected; 

the s e v e r i t y of the punishment and the success i n suppressing them 
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depended on the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the authority of the governor and i n 

turn of the i n d i v i d u a l commanders. Nevertheless, the vast s i z e of the 

Empire made i t impossible to eradicate completely l o c a l exactions and 

malpractices, despite the good intentions towards the p r o v i n c i a l s of, 

f o r example, T i b e r i u s with h i s motto ' i t i s the mark of a good shepherd 

to shear h i s f l o c k , not to s k i n i t a l i v e ' . Even so, misconduct and 

t h r e a t s of punishment for g u i l t y s o l d i e r s oontinued. Avidius Cassius 

i s alleged to have c r u c i f i e d s o l d i e r s who had f o r c i b l y seized anything 

from p r o v i n c i a l s , a t the soene of the crime. A l e s s d r a s t i c way of 

persuasion was employed by John the B a p t i s t : 

"Tax-gatherers a l s o came to be baptised and asKed him, 'Master, 
what are we to do 9' He r e p l i e d to them, 'Exact no more than 
the assessment.' S o l d i e r s on s e r v i c e a l s o asked him, 'What 
about us too-" John's reply to them was, 'No e x t o r t i o n ; 
no blackmail. Be content with your pay.'" 

The word John used (TA o ^ w v i a ) means both pay and s u p p l i e s . I n 

s p i t e of a l l these s t e p s , the misconduct continued. Tenant farmers of 

the v i l l a g e of Aragua i n Phrygia on an Imperial e s t a t e complained i n 

A.D. 224-227 at the misconduct of o f f i c i a l s of the procurator and of 

s o l d i e r s who had s t o l e n , among other things, the plough oxen. The 

amenities of the v i l l a g e of Soaptora i n Thrace were i t s own undoing and 

tempted people other than ordinary s o l d i e r s ; i t was s i t u a t e d h a l f way 

between two army camps, possessed e x c e l l e n t hot springs, and a f e s t i v a l 

took place only two miles away; i n A.P. 238 they complained: 

" I n addition s o l d i e r s , when sent elsewhere, leave t h e i r proper 
routes and come to us; they a l s o compel us to provide them 
with h o s p i t a l i t y and s u p p l i e s , but they do not pay us f o r them. 
Your governors a l s o v i s i t us, mostly to use the waters, and 
even your procurators." 

They added that repeated complaints to governors had had no permanent 
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e f f e c t . S i m i l a r l y , i n the r e i g n of C a r a c a l l a or Elagabalus the v i l l a g e r s 

of Euhippa complained a. 

"at what they had suffered at the hands of s o l d i e r s and 
o f f i c i a t e s , who had l e f t the main Imperial roads f o r t h e i r 
tonn." 

A l e t t e r from a governor of S y r i a i n oA.D. I85, which i s very s i m i l a r 

to the e d i c t s from Egypt, maj we l l have had more effects** 

" J u l i u s SaturnmuB to Phaenae, c h i e f v i l l a g e of the d i s t r i c t 
of Tracho. I f anyone, s o l d i e r or c i v i l i a n , b i l l e t s himself 
by force i n your house, inform me of i t and you w i l l r e c e i v e 
s a t i s f a c t i o n . You n e i t h e r owe any contribution to v i s i t o r s 
nor, s i n c e you have an o f f i c i a l h o s t e l , can you be compelled to 
r e c e i v e v i s i t o r s i n your homes. Post t h i s l e t t e r of mine m 
a conspicuous place i n your c h i e f v i l l a g e , so that no one 
may plead ignorance." 

Several i n s c r i p t i o n s from Lydia dating to the f i r s t h a l f of the 

t h i r d century, perhaps to the r e i g n of Severus, r e v e a l how s o l d i e r s 

and other o f f i c i a l s could i l l e g a l l y extort items and misbehave. Tenants 

on an Imperial e s t a t e at Aga Bey complained that KoXV^TLM/VCf and 

others had f a l s e l y arrested nine of them on the grounds that they were 

sending them to the procurators, but had subsequently re l e a s e d one of 

them on payment of 1,000 A t t i c drachmas. The v i l l a g e r s of Mendechora 

complained about the behavious of c o l l a t i o n e s , f rumen t a r n , and s i m i l a r 

o f f i c i a l s , who had been maKing i l l e g a l a r r e s t s and threatening a 

they requested that they be punished now and made to behave i n the 

future. The inhabitants of E k i s k u j u complained at f i n e s and burdens 

imposed on them by s t a t i o n a r n and frumentarii and at c o l l a t i o n e s . A 

papyrus containing accounts piobably of cA.S. 140 contains a s u r p r i s i n g 

the v i l l a g e ( i ; S(.CK€€t€l)0V Titf 'shakedown' on 
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l i s t of expenditures: to a s t a t i o n a r i u s 2 drachmas 1 obol, a hrihe 

of 240 drachmas and s i m i l a r l y a sucking pig worth 24; a guard cost 20, 

while 2,200 were given for e x t o r t i o n ; two p o l i c e agents ( K o A ^ y i u / f v j / 

for KOKK»I TttwOO ) w e r e given 100 and another one a f u r t h e r 100; m. 

the second h a l f of the year 500 and a l i t t l e l a t e r 400 were l i s t e d as 

•to the s o l d i e r on h i s demand', while further money was expended on the 

c h i e f - o f - p o l i c e , currency exchange, and various taxes. The most 

i n t e r e s t i n g item i s the l a r g e s t that can he read, namely 2,200 drachmas 

for e x t o r t i o n to prevent a 'shakedown* (K^f) &i«C£t&p6u}. The use of 

occurs i n the complaints of the -people of Aragua, Ilendechora, 
7 

and E k i s k u j u , and was a l s o used by John the B a p t i s t . 

Each u n i t would d a i l y require a large amount of firewood for various 

purposes. Firewood was used i n the ovens to provide the heat to cook 

food, and i f there was one oven to each century, as i s suspected at 

Fendoch, a s u b s t a n t i a l amount would be required each day even i n summer; 

at Saalburg no l e s s than f o r t y - f o u r ovens were discovered. At the f i r s t 

practice-camp constructed a t Cawthorn some of the ovens had been loaded 

with odk scrub, which had then been set on f i r e , to t e s t tne s o l d i e r s ' 

s k i l l i n c onstruction. Wood was also used for heating purposes; 

often the commanding o f f i c e r ' s house had a hypocaust as did accommodation 

for other o f f i c e r s of high rank and some rooms i n the headquarters. 

Almost every f o r t possessed a bath house and large q u a n t i t i e s of firewood 
Q 

would be needed to heat the water and warm the rooms. 
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Vegetius frequently mentions the need f o r s u f f i c i e n t stooks of 

firewood. The f a c t that he often s t r e s s e s the need f o r s u f f i c i e n t 

supplies i n winter means that i t must have boen cut and s t o c k p i l e d i n 

summer. I n the two l i s t s of e x e r c i s e s that the troops must undergo, 

Vegetius mentions c u t t i n g down t r e e s (silvam oaedere) i n both, and makes 

i t c l e a r that t h i s i s a d i f f e r e n t task from trimming timber f o r b u i l d i n g 

purposes (materiem dedolare). Obviously t h i s e x e r c i s e would be u s e f u l 

for developing the physique of the s o l d i e r s ( i t i s not mentioned under 

the i n d i v i d u a l items of t r a i n i n g i n Book 1), but i t would a l s o provide 

a large quantity of firewood that could be stockpiled f o r l a t e r use. 

Vegetius*s remarks can well be i l l u s t r a t e d by two events mentioned by 

T a c i t u s ; i n the autumn of A.D. 14 the r e b e l l i o u s l e g i o n a r i e s l i s t e d 

among t h e i r grievances* 

" C o l l e c t i n g firewood and a l l the other camp tasks that are 
e i t h e r neces&ary or invented to keep the men busy." 

This would imply that they had been engaged i n o o l l e c t m g large uv i.^x 

q u a n t i t i e s i n the summer for use i n the winter. I n the winter of 

A.D* 57/58 the l e g i o n a r i e s of S y r i a were undergoing e x e r c i s e s i n the 

highlands of Armenia, which included the c o l l e c t i o n of firewood; 

quite d e a r l y t h i s was p r i m a r i l y intended f o r heating purposes, but i t 

should be remembered that these exerciseB were designed by Corbulo to 
9 

bring the troops up to f u l l p h y s i c a l and f i g h t i n g f i t n e s s . ' 

The o v e r a l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r seeing that the u n i t had s u f f i c i e n t 

supplies r e s t e d with the oommander, but Vegetias s t a t e s that the 

praefectus oastrorum was responsible f o r l i g n a v e l etramina. 
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However, he does not make i t c l e a r whether he means firewood or timber 

or both. Tarruntenus Paternus quoted among the immunes i n h i s l i s t 

mon who chop wood (qui silvam m f i n d u n t ) ; they are mentioned i n a l i s t 

of s p e c i a l i s t s who worked i n the f a b r i c a between men burning lime and 

others c u t t i n g and burning c h a r c o a l ; hence i t i s possible that they 

weie concerned with the c o l l e c t i o n and chopping of wood f o r use as f u e l 

i n the f a b r i c a or as a raw ma t e r i a l f or tanning or to be made into 

c h a r c o a l , while ordinary munifices would be sent out to c o l l e c t brushwood 

or chop down t r e e s f o r f u e l f o r the camp i n general. A morning report 

from Sura provides a l i t t l e information; on 29th March, A.]>. 233, a 

man described as l i g ( n a t o r ) b a l n e i was: 

"Sent to obtain wood f o r the bath, s o l d i e r 1, from the 
century of Higrinus, Zebidas, son of Barreas." 

At Sura h i s task would have been d i f f i c u l t , because wood was scarce i n 

that area; indeed, when Sura had been occupied by Roman troops f o r a 

short while under T r a j a n , they had resorted to removing the door of the ~̂  

l o c a l temple to provide wood.*1' 

Each uni t would require a c e r t a i n amount of chaff r e g u l a r l y . 

Doubtless the s o l d i e r s acquired some from the corn that they grew 

themselves on m i l i t a r y land ( t e r r i t o r i u m ) , but most of t h e i r requirements 

would be r e q u i s i t i o n e d from c i v i l i a n s . Often the use of the chaff i s 

not s p e c i f i e d : 

"Arrius Ater, p r i v a t e , to Horus, son of Userueres. 
I have from you one load of chaff f o r the year A.S. 89. 
Sated: 18th Ootober, A.S. 89." 

Other r e c e i p t s s t a t e that the chaff i s f o r a c a v a l r y regiment or 
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m f a n t r y b a t t a l i o n or m i l i t a r y quarters (f^A*), ffrtCipa or ^u/^T«j, 

rr<*ptp f ^ o ^ e j ) , The chaff was sometimes used to feed the animals 

belonging to a u n i t : 

" I have received from you f i v e loads of chaff f or the fodder 
of the government camels of the cohort. 
29th June, A.D. 145." 

However, a f a r more common use for chaff was as f u e l f o r the baths and 

consequently r e c e i p t s are issued f o r c h a f f f f j T*)y ^ p t a y * 

TOW |3«XaVtov T»)5 GvOeiSfc S f t C i f l j or fif 

v i r o K c i v C t v paXav& l o u . A t y p i c a l example r e a d s : 1 1 

"Aprius Gemellus, i n the century of C ] . 
I have received from you f o r f u e l f o r the baths h a l f a load 
of c h a f f from the harvest of the year A.D. 166. 
7th J u l y , A.D. 166. 
I have signed." 

The chaff f o r the m i l i t a r y was sometimes oollected and supervised 

by c i v i l i a n s , on other occasions r e q u i s i t i o n e d by ordinary s o l d i e r s 

such as Ar r i u s Ater and many others. However, i t i s c l e a r that c e r t a i n 

s o l d i e r s were given the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of organising the supplies of 

chaff f o r t h e i r u n i t : consequently the r e c e i p t s mention Longinus 

Marc1anus, an i n f a n t r y private a c t i n g as r e c e i v e r of ch a f f f o r the baths 

(STpciTtwTijs |n«t [ t i e ] TOM o ^ u p o u T«f p a A a v t o ^ , 

Aurelius Haximus, an eques v e x i l l i f e r , i n charge of c h a f f (o e m -r©»/ 

a Y v p o " ) ) and two men hold the rank of ou r a t o r . 1 ^ 

As bedding the Roman army used g r a s s , straw, heather, or bracken 

that they had mown, and t h i s m i l i t a r y use of stramenta atque herbam was 

noted by Varro. Both Frontinus and Vegetius mention Roman l e g i o n a r i e s 



-318-

engaged on the menial task of c u t t i n g straw. Scenes on Trajan's Column 
depict l e g i o n a r i e s holding ears of corn i n t h e i r l e f t hand and c u t t i n g 
them with a s i c k l e held i n the r i g h t . Undoubtedly t h i s was done m 
peace-time a l s o , and i t may be suggested that once the g r a m had been 
c o l l e c t e d , thetiroops went back and used soythes to mow the straw f o r 
use as bedding. Indeed, four well-worn soythes, a small a n v i l , and 
s e v e r a l whetstones, as w e l l as s e v e r a l s i c k l e s , were discovered at the 
Soman f o r t a t Rewstead. The demolition party engaged m dismantling 
I l i l e c a s t l e 50 (Turf Wall) i n cA.D. 125 bad out a mass of bracken and 
heather f o r bedding. According to Vegetius the praefectus eastrorura 
was responsible f o r providing bedding (stramma). The pay documents 
of Proculus and Germanus and probably Quadratus show that a f i x e d amount 
was deducted from each instalment towards the oost of bedding (faenana)."* 

The army often drew i t s c l o t h i n g requirements from the c i v i l i a n s . 

The high standard of the c l o t h i n g required can be seen i n a copy of an 

o f f i c i a l order made by three c o l l e c t o r s of r e q u i s i t i o n e d c l o t h i n g to a 
o 14 

banker to pay weavers i n P h i l a d e l p h i a ; i t i s reproduced as f i g u r e o. 

There are other examples of r e c e i p t s f o r the purchase of s i m i l a r 

items for m i l i t a r y requirements. One dated to 8th December, A.]). 128, 

was issued to the weavers of Socnopaei ETesus f o r nineteen t u n i c s f o r 

s o l d i e r s plus f i v e white cloaks f o r the troops i n Judaea. Blankets 

too vere r e q u i s i t i o n e d at other times; l a t e i n A.D. 119 eight c l o t h -

d e a l e r s from Heracleopolis sent a l e t t e r to the strategua Apollomusi 



Figure 8 

Give them as advance payment f o r the prioe of the c l o t h i n g , 
which the Prefect of Egypt, Avidius Heliodorus, ordered to 
he manufactured f o r the requirements oft 

a) the armies i n Cappadociat 
i ) f o r 1 belted t u n i c , white, length 3fr c u b i t s , 

width 3 c u b i t s 4 d i g i t s , weight 3 | minae, 
on account 24 dr. 

l i ) f o r 4 Syrian c l o a k s , white, length 6 c u b i t s , 
width 4 c u b i t s , weight 3f minae, 
each on account 24 dr. 

Total 96 dr. 
Grand t o t a l 120 dr. 

b) the m i l i t a r y h o s p i t a l s 
i ) f o r 1 blanket, p l a i n white, length 6 c u b i t s , 

width 4 c u b i t s , weight 4 minae, 
on aocount 28 dr. 

T o t a l f o r the order 148 dr., but from the 28 dr. advanced f o r 
the blanket 6-̂ $ was deducted f o r the Imperial F i s c u s . The 
conditions are that they w i l l use f o r the c l o t h i n g only wool 
that i s f i n e , s o f t , pure white, f r e e of d i r t , and w i l l produce 
the c l o t h i n g well-woven, firm-textured, with f i n i s h e d hems, 
meeting s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , without flaws, and not l e s s i n value 
than the advance payment made to them f o r these items. I f 
on d e l i v e r y there i s any d e f i c i e n c y or depreciation i n valuo, 
they s h a l l pay on mutual s e c u r i t y the value of the d e f i c i e n c y , 
plus taxes and expenses, and f o r any i n f e r i o r i t y i n q u a l i t y , 
the balance. They are to d e l i v e r these goods promptly i n the 
s p e c i f i e d s i z e s and weights i n addition to any other Government 
c l o t h i n g r e q u i s i t i o n s that they owe. 
9th September, A.D. 138. 
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" I n accordance with a l e t t e r w r i t t e n to you by the P r e f e c t , 
Haterius Nepos, to the e f f e c t that the two hundred blankets 
which Antonius T i t a n , optio i n oharge of cl o t h i n g , had l e f t , 
were to be valued by you and whatever p r i c e you choose to be 
given to the s o l d i e r Bent by T i t a n , you enquire at what p r i c e 
they were r e q u i s i t i o n e d . We declare that these two hundred 
blankets have been valued by us and Eudaemon, son of Sotas, 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of [ J at 5,658 s i l v e r drachmas; that 
there have been paid to us by [ J i n J u l y of A.D. 119, 4,000 
s i l v e r drachmas and by Lucius E p i d i u s , the s o l d i e r sent by 
T i t a n to c o l l e c t the items, the remaining 1,658 s i l v e r drachmas; 
that the two hundred blankets have been d e l i v e r e d to 

The l a s t l i n e probably stated that the blankets were to be a l l o c a t e d 

to ten cohorts. T i t a n ' s rank was probably oflTttuv f l i ^ A i T ^ tpaTiCfU/V, 

the optio whose s p e c i f i c duty i t was to arrange the supplies of c l o t h i n g 

f o r the legion. I n A.D. 118 a m i l i t a r y o f f i c i a l c a l l e d Chaeremon was 

sent to c o l l e c t garments. The m i l i t a r y papyri r e v e a l other d e t a i l s of 

how s o l d i e r s would c o l l e c t such items of cl o t h i n g . The documente 

c i t e d above make i t c l e a r that these items could come from some distance 

and that therefore the f a c t that i n A.D. 105 cohors 1 Hispanorum, 

stationed a t Stobi i n Maoedonia but operating i n Lower Iloe s i a , should 

send men as f a r away as Oaul to c o l l e c t c l o t h i n g ( i n G a l l i a v e s t f i ] t E u ] m ) 

should cause no s u r p r i s e . On 3rd October, A.D. 87, C. J u l i u s Longus 

from Ausonia l e f t with A s i n i u s f o r boots. Part of the cost of 
15 

vestimenta was deducted from the pay of the s o l d i e r s . ' 

The army would require ropes f o r various purposes; a reoeipt 

issued i n the t h i r d century was f o r palm ropei 

"Aurelius Agathus, centurion stationed i n Aeons, through 
Aurelius Copretos, s o l d i e r dispatched f o r the purpose, to the 
v i l l a g e c h i e f s of the v i l l a g e of Ph i l a d e l p h i a . 
I have received from you the f u l l quantity of palm f i b r e 
assigned to foe provided by you* 
17th August." 
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Another r e c e i p t records a s o l d i e r r e c e i v i n g palm f i b r e from the v i l l a g e 
of Socnopaei Nesus i n A.D. 192. ^ 

One of the v i t a l supplies f o r the army would be o i l . T h i s was used 

e x t e n s i v e l y i n cooking but a l s o f o r other purposes, such as l i g h t i n g 

and as the equivalent of soap i n the baths. The best o i l was o l i v e - o i l 

and t h i s was used mostly i n cooking. However, i t i s known that o i l 

derived from many other souroes was used m Egypt and presumably elsewhere 

as a s u b s t i t u t e , of which o i l of radishes was the most common) Strabo 

says that c a s t o r - o i l was mostly used f o r lamps but that the poorer people 

used i t as a s u b s t i t u t e f o r o l i v e - o i l . I n a legion s i x thousand 

s o l d i e r s would require a l o t of o i l f o r cooking and a l s o f o r washing 

and l i g h t i n g . A survey taken i n A.D. 199 to provide the n e c e s s i t i e s 

f o r the troops includes 2,000 cotylae of r a d i s h - o i l . A u x i l i a r y troops 

stationed a t w£di Fawakhir asked f r i e n d s to send them o l i v e - , r a d i s h - , 

and c a s t o r - o i l , as w e l l as simply o i l . S c i e n t i f i c a n a l y s i s of vegetable 

t r a c e s on a piece of amphora discovered a t Chester showed that i t had 

contained o i l , probably o l i v e - o i l . Another use of o i l of radishes 

known to the Romans wast 

" O i l of radishes removes p h t h i r i a s i s caused by long i l l n e s s 
and smoothes roughness of the s k i n on the f a c e . " 

The i l l n e s s seems to be caused by e i t h e r s c a b i e s or l i c e , and as the 

Roman army i s known to have received large q u a n t i t i e s of r a d i s h - o i l , i t 
17 

was presumably used a l s o f o r i t s therapeutic values. 

Although the army normally manufactured i t s own weapons, i t seems 
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that some of them were requisitioned from the c i v i l i a n s ) a document of 
the t h i r d century recordsi 

"Flavius Silvanus, standard-hearer, sent by the Prefect 
Hilarion, to the elders of the village of Socnopaei Neeus. 
I have received from you the allocated javelins of palm wood 
and have given you the prescribed price of government money*" 

The epitome of Dio reoords of the Jews under the reign of Hadriant 
"They remained quiet except that they deliberately manufactured 
the weapons that they had to provide* of an i n f e r i o r quality, 
so that the Romans would reject them and they themselves would 
have the use of them." 

Similarly, when Vespasian ordered various c i t i e s of the East i n A,D. 69 
to get t h e i r arms-factories busy, he was probably increasing the number 
of weapons that they normally supplied i n time of peace.^ 

Each unit i n the Roman army would require a large number of hides 
every year, as leather was used extensively i n the manufacture of 
mi l i t a r y equipment. Even i n peace-time each unit would require a f u l l 
complement of tents for manoeuvres, as both Corbulo and Hadrian had th e i r 
armies use, and also i n order to be prepared to be f u l l y operational, 
i n case i t had to take the f i e l d . According to Hyginus, each legionary 
century had ten tents, each oohors m i l l i a r i a equitata 136 tents, and 
each cohors m i l l i a r i a peditata 100 tents* Most of the k i t of the 
legionaries and auxiliaries was made of leather, for example, shields, 
boots, jerkins, sporrans, breeches, and helmets (galea) or the linings 
for them i f they were the legionary type made of metal (cassis); they 
would also require a number of leather straps for many different purposes 
Josephus states that each soldier carried a leather thong as part of his 
equipment* Part of a legionary's pay was deducted at each payment for 
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boots and straps (oaligas fasciaa) which suggests that he was issued with 
replacements regularly, while the legionaries i n Pannoma m A.D. 14 
complained that they had to pay f o r tents and arms out of the i r own 
money. A document dated to 28th December, A.Do 144, shows that Ammonias, 
a soldier serving i n cohors I I Thracum, had had twenty denarii deducted 
from his pay for a Bhare i n a tent (n«n iX<-WVO$). 

The army would thus need to requisition or purchase large numbers 

of animal skins each year. In 12 B.C. a t r i b u t e of providing hides i n 
usus militares was imposed on the Frisians, which they continued to pay 
for f o r t y years u n t i l A.]}. 281 

"Srusus, because of the poverty of the Frisians, had imposed 
on them as trib u t e the provision of ox-hides f o r m i l i t a r y use. 
No one had speoified the dimensions or quality, u n t i l Olennius, 
a p r i m i p i l a r i s appointed to govern them, interpreted the 
requirements as the hides of aurochs . . . . They resorted 
to rebellion for r e l i e f , and captured and ezeouted the soldiers 
appointed to collect t h i s t r i b u t e . " 

I t seems very l i k e l y that the large number of native sites that flourished 

i n the t e r r i t o r y of the Votadmi, were encouraged and protected by the 
Roman authorities to provide a convenient supply of meat and hides for 

20 
the needs of the large Roman garrison. 

The papyri provide evidenoe for the requisition or purchase of 
hides by soldiers sent for that purpose. Three magistrates from 
Ozyrhynchus i n the t h i r d century made a signed statement to Aurelius 
Agathus Daimon, on"p.*uV*l l | c i { e C T I V V ) tC©(pviKOv X « . p i o u ) 

of legio I I Traiana, and gave i t to a private of the same legion. They 
acknowledged that they owed hides to the m i l i t a r y authorities for the 
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past three years. Although the papyrus i s fragmentary, i t mentionst 

"Good quality, uncured hides [..] and [..] of sheep and 
tanned hides to the number 106 used for the manufacture of 
arms. [..] We shall deliver them to you or to anyone sent 
by you." 

On 16th August, A.D. 215, Aurelius Zosimus gave two dealers i n hides a 
reoeipt for the purchase of *hides used for the manufacture of arms' 
and the phrase i s identical to that used i n the other example quoted 
above. On 11th October, A.D. 144, Antonius Sabinus, duplicarius of 
the ala veterana Gallioa issued a receipt and a copy of i t to three 
elders of the village of Socnopaei Nesus for the purchase of four goat-

21 
skins from them. 

The l e t t e r s of a group of auxiliary soldiers stationed at Wadi 

Fawakhir show how they acquired hides otherwise than through o f f i c i a l 
channels. Valerius asked Julius to reproach Antonius about a hide; 
presumably he had either not sent i t or i t was not very good quality 
leather. Marcus and Apollmarius wrote to Oermanus and Apollmarius 
that i f they s t i l l wanted hides, they should write and t e l l them, i n 
which case Marcus and Apollinarius would send some on. Antonius Proclus 
sent to Valerianus the hides of the animals he and his friends had been 

22 
hunting. 

Each unit would occasionally need a supply of timber for building 
purposes. In a temporary or semi-permanent camp the soldiers would 
chop down any nearby trees for timber or use the stakes they carried 
with them; several scenes on Trajan's Column depiot soldiers using axes, 
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adzes, ohisels and hammers to cut, t r i m , and make j o i n t s i n timber. 
One of the exercises troops underwent on manoeuvres was trimming timber 
to use to build t h e i r camps (materiem dedolare). In peace-time ,-
arrangements would have to be made for the supply of building timber 
for the permanent camps; i n a t u r f and timber f o r t the timber would 
gradually r o t and have to be replaced periodically; even i n a f o r t with 
stone buildings a certain amount of timber would be required for side 
divisions, r a f t e r s , etc* For several reasons i t i s quite clear that 
the Roman army cut, trimmed, and stockpiled timbers both Vitruvius, a 
former m i l i t a r y engineer of Augustus, and Vegetius state that cut timber 
had to be l e f t for a certain length of time to season and that i t should 
be cut only at a certain time of the year; some areas would be either 
lacking i n suitable trees or t o t a l l y without them; moreover, i n a period 
of large scale rebuilding more timber might often be required than could 
be obtained lo c a l l y . This i s well i l l u s t r a t e d by the t u r f and timber 
f o r t at Fendoch; here pollen analysis has shown that there was no 
suitable timber at hand and that i t had therefore been brought i n from 
elsewhere* Both here and at many other Roman m i l i t a r y sites i n B r i t a i n 
and other provinces the uniform shape and size of buildings and components 
show that posts and boards were cut to standard dimensions and the 
buildings were constructed using multiples of the basic pattern* Some 
timbers were twelve inches square and estimated to have been t h i r t y 
feet long, others are six and nine inches square; a later writer 
mentions auxiliaries cutting and carrying timbers up to f i f t y feet long 
for building purposes. Finally, stockpiling i s proved by a phrase of 
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Taoitus. the rebellious legionaries complained i n A.D. 14 about the 
collection of timber (matenes) and other camp tasks invented to give 
them no rest; there was no large scale rebuilding i n Germany i n the 
last years of Augustus, and hence the troops must have been engaged i n 
stockpiling timber f o r future use. When Fendoch and Inchtuthil were 
abandoned, the timber was not l e f t or burnt, but was carefully dug out 

23 
and taken away, presumably to be returned to the stockyard. 

From the v i c i n i t y of Obernburg have come several inscriptions of 
the early t h i r d century mentioning a v e x i l l a t i o n of legio XXII Primigenla 
engaged i n woi?k i n the sawmills (agentium i n l i g n a r n s ) . In A.D. 206 
i t was under the supervision of an optio but commanded by a oenturio 
frumentarius t i n A.D. 207 i t was under the j o i n t command of a pnnceps 
and another optio; i n A.D. 212 under the supervision of a t h i r d optio. 
In A.D. 214 the detachment, under the supervision of a fourth optio, 
was engaged i n cutting beams of f i r (agen[s ad abie]gnas p i i f a s 
seo(andas)). The lignaria can be i d e n t i f i e d , an earljwork at Ohrenbaoh 
has produced Roman material, but is most unlike a normal Roman f o r t i f i e d 
s i t e , as also i s the so called Limeskastell at Trennfurt; the two sites 
were connected by a special mountain road. However, they are both 
remarkably similar to mediaeval and even modern country sawmills, and 
i f the walls were topped with logs to act as r o l l e r s , they would 
oorrespondc aa remarkably. The th i r d sawmill at Stockstadt i s as yet 

24 
unidentified. 

The person responsible for the collection of building material was 
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the praefeotuB oastrorum. According to Vegetius he provided the metal 
tools used for outting and f e l l i n g timber (ferramenta quibus materies 
seoatur vel caeditur)• Among the tools that a legion carried i n i t s 
equipment he l i s t s picks, axes, adzes, and saws, with which timber and 
posts are trimmed and sawn (quibus nateries ao p a l i dedolantur atque 
serrantur). Finally, he mentions among the 'craftsmen trained to 
construct the buildings i n a winter^camp' carpenters and builders 
( t i g n a r i i and structores). Tacitus provides several instances of the 
praefectus castrorum and legionaries f e l l i n g timber for building f o r t s : 
i n Silurian t e r r i t o r y i n A.D. 51=52, outside Arenacum i n A.J>. 70 
(oaedendis materns). Many examples of the tools he mentions have been 
found at various f o r t s such as Hewetead, Ssalburg, Kunzmg, and near 
Brampton, and several are depicted on the tombstone of Q. Septimius 

25 
Niger, a soldier of legio IV Apollinans. at Carnuntum. J 

In addition to receiving some m i l i t a r y supplies by purchase, the 
Roman army also manufactured many of i t s own requirements i t s e l f . The 
reasons for t h i s were several: i f the army made i t s own products, i t 
could meet i t s own requirements and specifications exactly; i t would 
cost loss than purchasing the finished products from c i v i l i a n s ; the task 
of manufacturing and stockpiling the supplies would help to keep the 
soldiers occupied i n peace-time. The extensive area of the territorium 
that was assigned to each unit was designed to provide the troops with 
many of the raw materials that they would need as well as with food and 
fodder* Lower Germany provides a good i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h i s point. 
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There the m i l i t a r y units had the use of a large area i n the northern 

part of the E i f e l mountains and on the r i g h t hank of the Rhine. In the 

former an inscription mentions a detachment of legio I. Miner via moving 

hay at Iversheim i n A.D. 190; at the same place i n A.D. 210-soldiers of 

the same legion were engaged i n quarrying lime and burning i t i n a k i l n ; 
at Mechernich a lead ingot was discovered stamped leg XVI; building 
inscriptions suggest that part of the south E i f e l may also have been 
included i n t h i s area. The m i l i t a r y zone on the r i g h t bank of the r i v e r 
was reserved for the agricultural and grazing needs of the units, but 
also included a large t i l e - f a o t o r y and trachyte was quarried on the 

26 
Brachenfels. 

Vegetius provides a very detailed picture of the personnel i n the 
Roman army who were the craftsmen responsible for making the various 
supplies of a l l types that the army might need. He specifies that i t 
was t h e i r duty to stockpile these various items even i n -time of peace. 

27 
His l i s t of these specialists i s as follows J ' 

"The legion had i n addition smiths, carpenters, builders, 
wagon-makers, blaoksmiths, painters, and other oraftBmeh trained 
to construct the buildings i n a wmter-oamp and the wooden 
towers and the other equipment for attacking or defending a s i t e , 
and men who could make or repair wagons, vehicles, and the 
other siege engines. They also had workshops for making 
shields, breastplates, and bows, i n which anows; missiles, 
helmets, and a l l other types of weapon were manufactured. 
I t was their main concern that they should always have i n camp 
a supply of whatever the army might need, so much so that 
they even had miners who, after the fashion of the Beesi, ran 
mines under the ground, pierced the foundations of the walls, 
and emerged unexpectedly to capture the enemy c i t i e s . " 
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Supporting evidenoe for the many craftsmen mentioned by Vegetius 

comes m the l i s t of immunes given by Tarruntenus Paternus and preserved 
i n the Digest. Several are the same: for example, a r t i f i c e s , f a b r i , 
carpentarn, f e r r a r i i . Those immunes m th i s category include craftsmen, 
ditch-diggers, the master-builder, glaziers, smiths, copper-smiths, 
shinglers, plumbers, blacksmiths, masons, and also tanners, as well as 
men who burned lime, chopped wood, and out and burned charcoal. The 
l i s t also includes men who make swords, arrows, bows, the tuba, cornu, 
as well as men who constructed the ballistae and the f i r i n g mechanisms 
for such gunsj others include wagon-makers and shipwrights. A l l these 
specialists were under the supervision of the optio fabrioae. At ffeuss 
most of the workshops were outside the fortress but the armourers, 
cobblers, saddlers, and t a i l o r s worked in a fabrica inside the fortress. 
In Egypt a specialist would at times be called 6ifetTtM/T»|j' £KAr)p0OfV<>$\ 

Some of these technioal ranks are attested i n inscriptions, and 
artefaots prove that they did i n fact use the i r s k i l l s to manufacture 
various items for the use of the army. Bonosus^who was a speclararius 
of legio XIV Gemma, must have made and inserted the numerous panes of 
glass that were often put i n m i l i t a r y buildings, such as the bath house 
at Cheaters. Almost every f o r t produces evidence for the work of the 
various smiths} i n the fabrioa at Bonn, for example, fi v e furnaces 
contained traces of iron or copper. However, the l i s t s mentioned above 
are not complete) a document dated to October of A.D. 87 shows that 
Plotinus could not be used for the miscellaneous duties about the camp 
because he was a oarrariusj whether or mot his duties were exactly the 



-330-
same as the carpentanua, i t i s impossible to say, hut the many wagon 
wheels at Hewstead and the ten wheel-tires at Inchtuthil and also at 
other f o r t s show that other craftsmen were employed to make wagons. 
Many other craftsmen are not attested by l i t e r a t u r e , epigraphy, or the 
papyri, but their artefacts prove that they existed. In a legionary 
fortress there were about 1,500 living-rooms m the barracks alone, a l l 
of which would have to be illuminated for part of the evening at least; 
i t i s therefore not surprising to fi n d a soldier at Vindonissa engaged 
m making lamps, one of which carries the legend L. Pupius Masius f ( e o i t ) 
mil(es) leg(ioms) XI. Each of the 6,000 men i n every legion (and 
also a l l the auxiliary soldiers, of course) would require a patera; 
one from Strasbourg has the inscription on the handle LEG(l0ffI3) V I I I 
OFFICIHA.29 

Among the lmmunes of a legion mentioned by Tarruntenus Paternus i s 
pollio,and inscriptions, mostly of the f i r s t quarter of the th i r d 
century, provide eight examples of men of th i s rank. Although i t i s 
not certain what job th i s man did, I would suggest that the word i s 
perhaps synonomous with p e l l i o and that he was a tanner. I t i s known 
that large quantities of cured and uncured hides were sent to the legions 
for the manufacture of equipment, and there must consequently have been 
tanners among the legionary craftsmen to prepare the hides. On 5th 
November, A.E. 207, a discharged soaenicus of legip XXX Ulpia commemorated 
the fact that aram pos[ui)t i n t r a scholam pojfl ionum le^ionum) I I I I . 
Although scaenicus normally means an actor, i t i s worth noting that the 
original meaning of the Greek word «"K*\Vrj (from which the Latin i s 
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derived) was a tent made of leather or hides. I would therefore suggest 
that t h i s may well he another example of where the same Latin word i s 
used for two separate posts m the army. A tentmaker would he a s k i l l e d 
immunis. although an ordinary soldier could do normal repairs to a tent, 
as some members of the demolition party of Milecastle 50 (Turf Wall) 
did i n cA.D. 125. 3 ° 

Reference has already been made to the papyri whioh mention the 
delivery of cured and unoured hides to the array specifically f or the 
manufacture of m i l i t a r y equipment. Archaeology, particularly m Germany, 
has revealed evidence that the army did i n fact tan i t s own leather. 
Scraps of leather found at Bonn had been tanned probably with v i t r i o l 
and treated with melantaria, others at Mainz with an extract from oak-
bark, those at Saalburg with unidentified vegetable matter. At Cologne 
the tanned and untanned hides of cow, pig, goat, dog, and horse vere 
found. At Caersws i n Wales the remains of horse, goat, and calf 
leather were discovered. Probably the pieoe of equipment that would 
have to be made or repaired most frequently was the army boot (caliga); 
the remains of such boots have been discovered on many f o r t s , i n Germany, 
for example, at Mainz, Bonn, Saalburg, Zugmantel, and Cologne. At 
Vindonissa the boots were made from two types of leather and between 
eighty and one hundred nails were used i n each oaliga; generally two 
or more layers of leather were sewn or laced together.^* 

I t i s i n fact at Vindonissa that the most detailed examination of 
the leather production and products of the Roman army can be seen. 
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Goatskin was the most common hide discovered, although cow and calf 
hides were used to make boots; the tanning agent was the bark of the 
spruce-fir. Marks and stamps on the hides were clearly concerned with 
the instructions or quality for the tanning. Several examples of the 
tools, a l l of which were of steel with an exceptionally high nickel 
content, that were used to make the leather and turn i t into the equipment 
were also found; they included tanning-knives, scrapers, and grooving-
knives; shears, two shaped l i k e quarter moons, and lancets; graver-
lancets including some shaped l i k e quarter moons and scrapers; there 
were bone punches for making both round and square holes, iron cobblers* 
awls with wooden handles, needles, shears, and other working tools. 
There were also stamps for marking the leather. Most parts of a 
soldier's equipment were made by the leather-workers; the l i n i n g and 
oheek-pieces of the helmet; the sides, back, and sleevos of the tunic, 
as well as breastpieces, and the neck and co l l a r ; the leather underpieces 
onto which the lorioa squamata and lorioa segmentata were attached. 
Other items of equipment included breeches, the f i t t i n g s and fastenings 
of the m i l i t a r y belt (omgulum), sword-belts, sheathes, purses, pouches, 
and wme-3kins. Many examples of boots, apparently including a medical 
type of shoe, were discovered. Many parts of weapons were discovered* 
three different types of shield (scutum, rectangular, and oval), as 
well as the shield-covers mentioned by Caesar and Josephus; there were 
covers for the different types of shield, some with a tabula ansata with 
the name of the legion, the cohort, or o f f i c e r , others with a bule© 
for the boss. For the horses, various parts of the harness as well as 
saddle-cloths and other horses' trappings, including attachments for 
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purposes. 
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There were also numerous patches for mending 

Fragments of Roman leather m i l i t a r y tents (papiliones) have been 
discovered at Sirdosvald, Uewstead, Mileoastle 50 (Turf Wall), Castlecary, 
Bar H i l l , Balmuildy, and elsewhere. The skin used was natural calf 
about ~£ inch thick. The tents were composed of a number of panels 
of a standard size and shape, rectangular, 2 X 1 | Roman feet, and 
triangular 2 X 1^ X l { Roman feet, sewn together by a variety of 
strsemngs. I t i s not known exactly how manj panels were needed, but 
calculations show that the standard-size legionary papilio would require 
at least f i f t y panels plus strengtheners of various sorts. I t i s 
estimated that one hide would provide only two rectangualar panels. 
Quite a few of the tents had been repaired. I t i s thus quite clear 
that the provision and maintenance of the tents was one of the bj no 
means unimportant duties of the praefectus castrorum.^ 

Another m i l i t a r y rank, attested by only a few inscriptions, i s 
ursarius. Vegetiue says of the signifer: 

" A l l standard-bearers, although infantrymen, wore smaller 
breastplates and helmets covered with bear-skins to i n s t i l l 
t e rror i n the enemy." 

Germanicus i n A.P. 16 disguised himself i n a bear-skin, and numerous 
scenes on both Columns and stelae depict the signifer cloaked with a 
bear-skin. The oornicines aleo wore bear-skins and the imaginifer and 
aq u i l i f e r are sometimes simi l a r l y dressed. I t i s estimated that there 
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were sixty sig-mferi and t h i r t y oornioines i n each legion; the 
s i g m f e n t lmaginifen. and oormcines of the auxiliary cohortes and 
alae are also depioted cloaked m bear-skins. I t i s thus clear that 
each legion - and to a lesser extent, each auxiliary unit - would 
require a small but regular supply of ursmis pellibus. Although the 
bears may well have been caught by the venatores, or the skins purchased, 
the t i t l e ursarms suggests that certain legionaries were responsible 
for catohing the animals and perhaps even curing the skins. Q. 
Tarquitius Restitutus, centurion of legio I Hinervia. set up a dedication 
to Diana 'because i n six months f i f t y bears were captured'. At 
Zugmantel the remains of what appears to have been a bear-trap have been 
discovered.^ 

A f o r t b u i l t of timber would require a considerable quantity of 
nails m the course of i t s construction and even a stone camp would have 
some buildings constructed of timber i n part. I t i s therefore obvious 
that the Roman army had a great need for nai l s . This i s best shown by 
excavation at the legionary fortress at I n c h t u t h i l ; underneath the 
fl o o r of the fabrioa over three-quarters of a m i l l i o n nails weighing 
some seven tons had been carefully buried; they compn&ed 763.840 
small ones of three different types, 85,128 medium size ones, 25,088 
large, and 1,344 extra-large. Every one of these nails was hand-made; 
they were a l l unused and belonged to the stores. These two facts show 
beyond a l l doubt that specialists and craftsmen must have been 
continually employed to manufacture such items of military supplies. 
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There were also several pieces of.slag which strongly suggested that 
the soldiers had smelted the iron ore. The name of the specialist 
craftsman who was responsible for manufacturing n a i l s , was probably 
c l a v i c u l a r i u b • ^ 

One way i n which the Roman soldier was always superior to his enemy 
was i n the quality and quantity of his armour and equipment. Reference 
has already been made to the various m i l i t a r y items made of leather 
whioh were manufactured for the legionaries at Vindonissa. The l i s t of 
immunes given by Paternus contains quite a few who would vork i n the 
fabrica manufacturing the different weapons and pieces of equipment4 
most of the T ^ y i T A i of the army of Pescennius Niger who fle d across 
the Tigris i n A.D. 194, were i n t h i s category} Herodian records that 
i t was they who taught the natives how to make and use armour and weapons 
of the Roman type. Such a person would be Julius V i t a l i s , a 
fabrioie[n]si8 of legio XX Valeria V i c t r i x . That they actually made 
the weapons can be seen from the many instances of fabricaf that occur 
i n f o r t s , or from the metal-working that took place outside them. Here 
the craftsmen and armourers would be able to make and repair the weapons 
and tools that their unit would require. In the t h i r d century the 
garrison of Hadrian's Wall numbered about 25,000 auxiliary infantrymen 
and cavalrymen) thus the number of new weapons needed each year would 
be considerable. Accordingly, legionary vexillations were stationed at 
Corbridge i n the t h i r d century (and perhaps even e a r l i e r ) i n an ordnance 
factory to supply the large auxiliary garrison} i n the west compound 
the legionaries worked i n at least four workshops and the forges and 
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tempenng tanks are s t i l l v i s i b l e ; javelin-heads, spear-heads, arrow­
heads, spear-butts, and parts of helmets and breastplates and other pieces 
of armour have been found. There were also many different pieces of 
horse equipment. The same craftsmen also manufactured a l l the tools 
for masons, carpenters, blacksmiths, leather-workers, and farmers, as 
well as nai l s , cramps, spikes, etc. The wide range of tools and 
equipment needed by a unit i s well i l l u s t r a t e d by the finds at Newstead 
and i n a room i n the east armamentarium at Kttnzing. 

The majority of buildings i n most permanent f o r t s were roofed with 
t i l e s , uhioh were made by the various units; many t i l e s have the names 
of the legion or auxiliary unit that manufactured them, sometimes adding 
that they were produoed i n the workshop of the unit ( o f f i c i n a ) . On 
the r i g h t bank of the Rhine near Nymegen there was a t i l e r y f or the whole 
army of Lower Germany; i t i s called on the t i l e s tegularia transrhenana 
oritrans Rhenum and was used between cA.D. 70 and cA.D. 105 by detachments 
of three legions and at least three auxiliary cohorts* Some of the. 
stamps on these t i l e s carry the names of individuals who were presumably 
the men who designed the t i l e s . The large m i l i t a r y t i l e r y at Xanten 
i s thought to have been capable of producing over one mi l l i o n t i l e s per 
year. However, as the bath house outside the f o r t at Saalburg i s 
estimated to have used at least ten thousand f l o o r - and w a l l - t i l e s , i t 
i s clear that the t i l e r i e s must have been continually at work at a 
reasonable rate of production i n order to stockpile for normal constructioi 
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and day to day maintenance. 
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Each unit of the Roman army would require a large amount of pottery, 

bricks, and t i l e s . Although i t seems that some coarse pottery was 
obtained i n bulk m the form of m i l i t a r y contracts from c i v i l i a n firms 
i n B r i t a i n at any rate, the army mostly manufactured i t s own supplies of 
these wares. One of the technical grades i n the army was that of potter 
( f i g l i n a r m s ) . In A.D. 226 a group of soldiers at Bonn comprising a 
signifer, a benefioiarms of the legatus and another of the praefeotus 
castrorum, and two immunes f i g l i n a r n set up an a l t a r } i t seems highly 
probable that they were the key personnel concerned with a pottery faotory 
on the temtonum of legio XXX Ulpia. Six years earlier at flainz a 
soldier of legio XXII Primigenia also set up an a l t a r ; he describes 
himself as cus(tos) c a s t e l ( l i ) flglina(rum) and clearly he was i n charge 
of a pottery works. Julius Victor, who desonbes himself as aag( l a t e r ) 
fig(ulorum), was another soldier i n Lower Germany i n charge of a group 
of potters; he was a member of legio X Gemma at the works at Holledorn. 
An auxiliary infantryman was i n charge of a detachment of sixty men at 
Drobeta i n Baoia (Aurelius Meruarms mills [ s i c ] oohortis _ I sagitt(ariorum) 
in f i g l i m s magister super i n i l i t e s LX). However, the Roman army was 
manufacturing i t s own pottery a l o t e a r l i e r ; a stamp on one piece from 
Herrera del Pisuerga i n north Spam belongs to the time of Tiberius and 
reads L(UCIUS) TEREHT(IUS) L(EGIONIS) I I I I MA(CEDOKICAE). The fact that 
Terentius was permitted to have his own name stamped on the legionary 
pottery strongly suggests that he was no ordinary potter but a master-
potter. Legio IX Hispana had pottery-kilns at Scalesceugh, an auxiliary 
garrison at Hardknott i n Eskdale. The legion at Vindonissa made i t s 
own d i s t i n c t i v e style of pottery. 
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By f a r the best example i n t h i s country of such works i s the twenty 

acre depot at Holt? t h i s was established towards the end of the f i r s t 

century t o serve the needs of le g i o XX Valeria V i o t n x and was used 

i n t e n s i v e l y i n the f i r s t h a l f of the second century and t h e r e a f t e r on a 

smaller scale* The works depot consisted of f i v e ranges of barrack-llocks 

baths, and house f o r the o f f i c e r i n charge, as w e l l as workshops and 

drying-sheds, and.of course, k i l n s } c l a y , p o t t e r s ' t o o l s , and stamps 

were found. Some of the k i l n s were used to f i r e p o t t e r y , others t o 

f i r e t i l e s . The l a t t e r included the imbrex and tegula. p l a i n bricks 

and t i l e s of d i f f e r e n t sizes used f o r pavements, hypocaust p i l l a r s , 

drain-covers, and f a c i n g w a l l s , box- and b r i d g e - t i l e s f o r use i n f l u e s , 

wedge-shaped v o u s s o i r - t i l e s , a n t e f i x e s , and water-pipes. The legionaries 

here also made pot t e r y of a l l shapes, sizes, f i n i s h e s , and purposes. 

Perhaps the best example of a works depot manned by a u x i l i a r i e s i s the 
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Trajanic one at Brampton. 

Roman so l d i e r s were frequently employed i n mines, whioh were usually 

Imperial property, t o produce supplies of raw materials. Such work was 

not popular, as might w e l l be expected, but was widespread; t h i s i s w e l l 

i l l u s t r a t e d by the use that Curtius Bufus, who was l a t e r awarded the 

i n s i g n i a triumphi f o r his i n i t i a t i v e , made of his legionaries i n Upper 

Germany near Wiesbaden i n A.D. 47* 

"Not long afterwards Curtius Bufus received the same honour, 
because he had opened up a p i t i n the t e r r i t o r y of the M a t t i a c i 
i n a search f o r veins of s i l v e r . The f i n d s were minimal and 
i n small pockets, and the hard work f e l l on the legionaries 
as they dug channels and t o i l e d underground at work th a t would 
have been hard enough i n the open* The troops were worn out 
by t h i s labour; they l e a r n t that such work was common i n the 
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other provinces also* The men s e c r e t l y composed l e t t e r s i n 
the name of the armies "begging the Emperor to grant generals 
the triumphal honours "before he assigned them t h e i r armies." 

By f a r the most ooramon metal mined "by the s o l d i e r s was lead, which was 

uaed i f o r two purposes: f o r the manufacture of a r t e f a c t s of lead, as f o r 

example, the water-pipes from the f o r t r e s s of Chester i n the time of 

Agrioola, and as the only souroe ("by c u p e l l a t i o n ) known f o r producing 

s i l v e r . Hen of l e g i o I I Augusta were engaged i n e x p l o i t i n g the lead 

mines of the Mendips by A.D. 49» so l d i e r s of le g i o XX Valeria V i o t r i x 

were mining lead i n south-west Shropshire and i n F l i n t s h i r e . A u x i l i a r y 

u n i t s were s i m i l a r l y employed| i n the t h i r d century cohors I I Herviorum 

stationed at Whitley Castle «ras mining lead from the mines at Alston 

Moorj as t h i s was the most heavily defended f o r t then occupied i n the 

province, the reason must have been the extensive q u a n t i t i e s of s i l v e r 

stored there. The f o r t at Brough under Stainmore was used as a c o l l e c t i n g 

point f o r such products fasom f o r t s i n the north and perhaps the f o r t at 

Caermote was used f o r a c o l l e c t i n g centre f o r the lead from the 

neighbourhood. Indeed the only important lead mines i n B r i t a i n which 

were not under m i l i t a r y c o n t r o l , were the Derbyshire ones, perhaps 

because they were poor i n s i l v e r . S i m i l a r l y , the i r o n deposits i n 

Redesdale,which were used i n the ordnance f a c t o r y at Corbridge, may have 

been under m i l i t a r y c o n t r o l . ^ 

Another mineral t h a t the Roman army mined on a large scale was c o a l ; 

t h i s has' been discovered at over a score of s i t e s i n the m i l i t a r y North 

and Wales and i s dated throughout the occupation of B r i t a i n . I t was 
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c l e a r l y mined f o r two purposes* as a f u e l f o r heating, f o r example, the 

commanding o f f i c e r ' s houses at Rudchester and Templeborough, the 

headquarters at Corbridge, or f o r cooking, as i n an oven at Elumrills; 

secondly, f o r i n d u s t r i a l purposes, as i n the workshop at Benwe11 and the 

ordnance f a c t o r y a t Corbndge. Tho coal was presumably mostly obtained 

by d r i f t mining. There i s good evidence t o show t h a t ooal, l i k e firewood, 

was s t o c k p i l e d , and bunkers have been found i n several of the f o r t s . 

This p o l i c y of s t o c k p i l i n g was c l e a r l y deliberate and i s strengthened by 

the f a c t t h a t although at Benwell the supply was obtained l o c a l l y , at 

Kisinghan> i t had to be brought a distance of some f i f t e e n miles at l e a s t . 

No less than a ton of coal was discovered w i t h lead pigs and roof t i l e s 

at the Roman docks at Chester; presumably the m i l i t a r y were shipping i t 

f o r i n d u s t r i a l purposes. The reason f o r the use of coal instead of 

firewood or charcoal was t h a t when a large number of u n i t s were garrisoned 

i n a compact area f o r any length of time, as i n B r i t a i n , s u i t a b l e supplies 

of wood i n any quantity would soon disappear. Several blocks of peat 

were discovered i n a p i t at Newstead; i t may w e l l be that u n i t s w i t h a 

sui t a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e supply of peat nearby would use tha t t o augment 

firewood; they would probably use the t u r f - c u t t e r s to extract the 
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peat. 

There i s also evidenoe t h a t i n Germany the troops were engaged i n 

quarrying d i f f e r e n t b u i l d i n g stones and also minerals i n various quarries. 

Detachments of the legions of Lower Germany mined the t u f a i n the 

quarries at B r o h l t a l i n Upper Germany. Other so l d i e r s were engaged i n 
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quarrying i n the E i f e l , trachyte at Berkum and on the Brachenfels; i n 
the E i f e l also lime was quarried and burnt to make mortar, while lead 
was mined at Jtochernich. Coal was found i n the legionary f o r t r e s s at 
Bonn and was i d e n t i f i e d aa having heen mined l o c a l l y . More than a 
score of i n s c r i p t i o n s w r i t t e n by Roman troops quarrying at Bad Btokheim 
have heen found. A quarry near the River Moselle was worked by 
v e x i l l a n l e ( g i o n i s ) XXI Ra(paois) et a u x i l i a eorua c[o]hortes V.^2 

Legions and a u x i l i a r y cohorts and alae a l l had q u i t e a large number 

of draught- and baggage-animals and also mules. Each u n i t must have. 

p e r i o d i c a l l y required replacements of these beasts. Consequently the 

pridianum of cohors I Hispanormn shows that some of i t s personnel were 

a«ay at fiaemus b r i n g i n g draught-animals or guarding baggage-animals and 

mules. Although the t o t a l amount of evidence about the system of 

replacing such animals i s small, probably r e q u i s i t i o n Wo,s the most common. 

These animals would not require the very high standards and elaborate 

t r a i n i n g t h a t a charger would, but even so, c e r t a i n q u a l i f i c a t i o n s 

would be necessary; i n A.B. 77 C. Valerius Longus, an eques of the a l a 

Apriana, purchased a horse from a legionary centurion c a l l e d Bufus; 

according t o the b i l l of sale the l a t t e r guaranteed t h a t the horse could 

eat, d r i n k , and wab i t a u t i bestiam veterinam adsolet. One of the 

ent r i e s on the l i s t of r e q u i s i t i o n s i l l e g a l l y made i n A.B. 133-137 
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was beasts of burden. 

I n an ala quingenaria there were almost s i x hundred horses (each 

decurio had three, each duplioarius and sesquiplioarius two each); i n 
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a cohors equitata there were e i t h e r 240 or 120 equites depending on 

whether i t was n u l l i a r i a or quingenana. There were also 120 equites 

attached t o each logion. I t i s obvious th a t i n peace and war a l l these 

u n i t s *,ould require a regular supply of horses each year t o replace 

mounts t h a t had died, been i n j u r e d , or were too old f o r f u r t h e r service. 

The pndianum of cohors I riispanorum veterana equitata records that 

several pedites and equites were temporarily absent across a r i v e r outside 

the province of Lower Moesia to c o l l e c t horses (equatum). The papyri 

from I)uia provide f u r t h e r information; the actual d e t a i l s of the 

paperwork involved are dealt w i t h elsewhere. I n peace-time, whenever 

a new horse v»as required, the commander would send a l e t t e r t o the 

p r o v i n c i a l governor requesting a replacement and g i v i n g d e t a i l s and 

reasons why a new horse was required. Horses were then sent t o the 

commander wit h a covering note g i v i n g a de s c r i p t i o n and the price of 

the horse as wel l as the name of the man to whom i t was assigned. A l l 
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t h i s information was ca r e f u l l y entered i n the records of the u n i t . 

L i t t l e i s known of the system of supplying horses. I n war-time 

they would be commandeered or r e q u i s i t i o n e d . I n the time of the Later 

Roman Empire there i s abundant evidence t h a t Imperial stud-farms i n 

Spam, Thrace, and Asia I l i n o r , especially Cappadocia, provided horses 

f o r m i l i t a r y use, and a corps of stratores under a tribunus ( l a t e r comes) 

s t a b u l i were responsible f o r examining the horses. Presumably the 

arrangements under the Prmcipate were s i m i l a r . As i t i s known tha t 

there were regulations governing the b u i l d , height, and age (pertam 
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formam staturam aetatem) of m i l i t a r y horses, i t would he hig h l y 

undesirables f o r the cavalry t o r e l y completely on r e q u i s i t i o n i n g t o 

provide s u i t a b l e remounts; therefore, t o ensure a constant supply of 

horses f i t t i n g the prescribed r e g u l a t i o n s , the remounts must have come 

mainly from Imperial stud-farms. This i s a l l the more l o g i c a l when i t 

i s considered that the horses used must have been mares and geldings; 

the Roman m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s could never under normal circumstances 

have t o l e r a t e d having several s t a l l i o n s together, because they would f i g h t 

one another, nor having a proportion of t h e i r mares i n f o a l , thus 

impairing the operational e f f i c i e n c y of the a l a . I t i s worth n o t i n g 

th a t Ammianus Maroellinus says of the horses of the Sarmatians and Quadis 

"Most of t h e i r horses are made serviceable by gelding, so t h a t 
they may not become agitated and roused at the sight of mares, 
or, when i n ambush, become unruly and betray t h e i r r i d e r s by 
loud neighing." 

These nations formed a su b s t a n t i a l part of the Roman cavalry forces, and 

i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o believe t h a t the Romans di d not a v a i l themselves of 

the advantages of gelding t h e i r male horses. Amraianus also describes 

the duty of the s t r a t o r m his days 

"Constantlanus, a s t r a t o r , who had been sent t o Sardinia t o 
approve horses f o r m i l i t a r y service, was stoned t o death on 
the Emperor's orders, beoause he had dared to exchange a few 
of them." 

Presumably the man who was sent t o carry out the same f u n c t i o n of 

m i l i t a r e B equos . . . . ad gups probandos missus i n the Principate, was 

the s t r a t o r consularis, a f a i r number of whom were attached t o the 

of f i o i u m of each governor. There i s a suggestion that there was a small 

ranch ( s a l t u s ) at I r c h e s t e r , a Roman town s i t u a t e d amid r i c h horse-
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pastures, where Anioius Saturndims) s t r a t o r o o ( n ) s ( u l a r i s ) was stationed. 

I n the opening years of the t h i r d century the good champaign country of 

the Fylde was perhaps given over to r e a r i n g the heavy horses required as 

remounts by the 59500 Sarmatian cavalry i n B r i t a i n . The estate was 

administered from the settlement at Ribohester "by a legionary centurion 
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praepositus r e g i o n i s . J 

I n the f i l e s of oohors XX Palmyrenorum at Dura the l i s t of men who 

had received or l o s t t h e i r horse, shows t h a t the mounts were approved, 

appraised, or sealed by the consulans, or tne procurator, or a dux, or 

p r a e f e c t i ; the f a c t t h a t three d i f f e r e n t and obviously technical terms 

(probatus, signatuB, and aestimatus) are used strongly implies t h a t 

each term represents a d i f f e r e n t stage i n the process of supplying 

remounts f o r a u n i t . The strong s i m i l a r i t y of two of the terms t o those 

used of human r e o r u i t s j o i n i n g the army indicates the d i f f e r e n t steps 

i n the system of supplying horses f o r the Roman army. M i l i t a r y documents 

always use the term probare i n a sense th a t c l e a r l y means a preliminary 

approval or se l e c t i o n } from Vegetius's d e s c r i p t i o n of r e c r u i t i n g i t i s 

clear t h a t probara means a se l e c t i o n by means of a physical examination 

and consideration of the r e c r u i t ' s s u i t a b i l i t y . Vegetius also states 

that the r e c r u i t who has been probatus was given at least four months 

babic t r a i n i n g and when he had passed various p r o f i c i e n c y t e s t s , he was 
* 46 

signatus. 0 

This i s the key to the remount system as recorded i n the f i l e s at 

Dura. Several authors state t h a t f o a l s were not mounted or broken i n 
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u n t i l they were t t least three years o l d . I n the Dura papyri i n four 

of the f i v e cases where the age of the horse i s known, i t was prohatus 

at four years, i n the f i f t h at two years. On the analogy of tho r e c r u i t s 

the prohatio would consist of an examination of the points of the horse, 

which are desciihed i n great d e t a i l , and i t s age. I f s a t i s f a c t o r y , 

the horse would be probatus and only then would i t be t r a i n e d as a 

cavalry horse, presumably m a t r a i n i n g establishment run by the 

government. Details of the t r a i n i n g are known, but not the time i t 

took. Once the horse had been f u l l y t r a i n e d , i t would be tested and 

i f successful, signatus. Thus the probatio would precede the s i g n a t i o t 

aestimatus, which i s used only of the procurator, r e f o r s t o a va l u a t i o n 

of the horse and presumably the aestimatio i s the second of the three 

stages, when the m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s were w i l l i n g t o buy the horse 

from the c i v i l i a n s and then have i t t r a i n e d . The l i s t at Dura i s 

c l e a r l y drawn up from l e t t e r s m the i i l e s of the u n i t and o r i g i n a l s 

are also present. To explain the three d i f f e r e n t types of a c t i o n from 

four d i f f e r e n t o f f i c i a l s , I suggest th a t the action and o f f i c i a l 

referzed to are those w i t h which the cohort at Dura f i r s t came i n t o 

contact w i t h regard to esch i n d i v i d u a l horse. I f the suggested 

chronology i s c o r r e c t , i t may w e l l explain the recorded proportion of 

10:1:2. I t i s worth noting t h a t the only instance of aestimatus i s 

also the only instance where e horse d i d not cost 125 d e n a r i i . 

Presumably the horse was valued i n d i v i d u a l l y and s t r i c t l y on i t s own 

merits, when the decision to purchase i t was taken, but a f i x e d p r i c e 

of 125 d e n a r i i was charged when the horse was assigned to a p a r t i c u l a r 
47 

eques. 
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I t seems probable that the governor was responsible i n p r i n c i p l e 

f o r a l l horses acquired i n his province, but t h a t i n practice he 

delegated the task of obtaining and examining the animals t o subordinate 

o f f i c i a l s . Although he may w e l l nave c a r r i e d out a formal inspection 

at least of the horses, probably the s t r a t o r e s c a r r i e d out the d e t a i l e d 

examination* Other documents i n the archives at Dura give d e t a i l s of 

how i n d i v i d u a l troopers acquired t h e i r mounts} i n November or December 

of A.D. 216 Postumius Aurelianus sent to some o f f i c i a l s (probably 

predecessors of the p i a e f e c t i ) 'a cavalryman who requires f o r himself 

a hoise t h a t i s t o be approved'. According to the great r o s t e r of A.D. 

219 Aurelius Saedue, an eaues w i t h twenty-six years' service, was on duty 

ad equ[u]m probj he was c l e a r l y an experienced judge of a horse and 

was going e i t h e r to c o l l e c t a s u i t a b l e horse (probatum) or to a s s i s t i n 
48 

the examination of a mount (probandum). 

Camels were requi s i t i o n e d e i t h e r temporarily or permanently. This 

i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d by a document of the r e i g n of Caracalla; Aurelia 

Taesis of Socnopaei Hesos made a d e c l a r a t i o n f o r r e g i s t r a t i o n purposes 

of her camels 1 

"For the account given f o r the past year, A.P. 216, t h a t I 
provided two fully-grown camels f o r the v i s i t of our Lord, 
the Emperor Severus Antoninus, I declare t h a t a f t e r the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n and census of the aforesaid year, A.D. 216, 
the aforementioned camels 
returned, two, 
of which one was r e q u i s i t i o n e d by Aurelius Calvisius Maximus, 
oenturion dispatched f o r t h i s purpose i n accordance w i t h 
i n s t r u c t i o n s of Valerius Datus, Profeot, f o r Imperial 
service i n Syria i n the most noble armies of our Lord, the 
Emperor Severus Antoninus, one, 
and the other camel was rejected as being u n f i t , one." 



-347-

Two camels were temporarily r e q u i s i t i o n e d f o r the v i s i t of Caracalla to 

Egypt, which s t a r t e d i n the autumn of A.L. 215, and were then returned} 

l a t e r camels were needed f o r the army of Syria, presumably f o r Caracalla's 

eastern campaign. As w i t h horses needed by the army, c e r t a i n standards 
49 

were required and a veterinary examination held. 

On 19th November, A.E. 161, Tasoucharion through ner brother issued 

a r e c e i p t and a copy f o r money received from a deourio f o r two camelst 

"Tasoucharion, the daughter of Sotue, through her brother 
Eudas, to Asianus, deourion of the ala veterana G a l l i c * , 
dispatched by Volusius Maecianus, Prefect, f o r the purchase 
of camels f o r Imperial sorvice. 
I have sold you i n accordance w i t h t h i s b i l l two f u l l y -
grown, male, white camels w i t h the brand fA on the r i g h t 
rear l e g , and have received the agreed price of L 1 s i l v e r 
drachmas." 

Again a veterinary examination i s implied.-' 

Camels were also used f o r m i l i t a r y convoys. The f i l e s of an 

o f f i c e r stationed at Babylon contained twenty l e t t e r s addressed to the 

c i v i l i a n o f f i c i a l s of various nomas i n Egypt ordering them t o send camelB 

t o several c o l l e c t i n g points where they would be received by d i f f e r e n t 

NCOs sent by him. An example of part of one l e t t e r t o the strategus of 

Arabia w i l l show the general form; 

"Since the occasion of the convoy whioh I am about to make 
v i t h good fortune i s imminent, i n accordance w i t h the 
r e q u i s i t i o n of the Prefect e i t h e r b r i n g i n per&on or send 
through one of your men to Babylon the camels which the 
Prefoct ordered, male, sturdy, f i t f o r convoy work, w i t h 
J u l i u s Paniecus, s e s q u i p l i c a r m s . who has been dispatched so * 
that when I have inspected the animals there, the price may 
be paid to the man sent by you." 
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The l e t t e r , which i s dated 22nd September, A.D. 203, closes w i t h a threat 

i f the camels were not produced on time at the c o l l e c t i n g points; 

mention i s again made of an examination and requirements i n the animals 

(*p$fva$ Kcit p*oj/afc*ev$ £wva|ifry0i/$ TOij fropCtcu; vir«p«T€iv) 

and a price was to be paid. The animals were t o carry baggage (^opTto. 

KdT6vey6()C6TO.0. Paniscus was also responsible f o r Bouba&teitos, 

and other s o l d i e r s who had been sent out included the centurion Irraeus 

Malichos f o r f i v e areas, two principales Serenus and J u l i u s j o i n t l y f o r 

three, Arrius Nemesianus a s i g n i f e r f o r one, J u l i u s Ursus p r i n c i p a l i s 

f o r two, another p r i n c i p a l i s Julianus f o r one, and an anonymous 

c e n t u r i o n . ^ 

Although the evidence i s not complete, i t seems tha t the army was 

also concerned i n the t r a n s p o r t i n g of large columns of stone from the 

quarries and used camels hired f o r t h i s purpose. I t i s known tha t 

m i l i t a r y personnel were often engaged i n quarrying or supervising other 

people doing the actual work. On 30th January, A.D. 163, Satabous made 

a declaration of h i s f i v e camels, one of whioh was on h i r e 'for use i n 

t r a n s p o r t i n g the porphyry column' (»rpof ypfctftV Tov KftOfrkKftptVOU 

K€i6V0$ rrop^wpfiTtKeo. His brother Harpagathos made a s i m i l a r d e c l a r a t i o n 

at the same time. I n both instances the camels were on h i r e (eiri 

pif&o^opw. I n A.D. 119 a man who appears t o have been a s o l d i e r , was 

sent t o c o l l e c t as much barley as possible; a f i f t y f o o t column was 

being transported and supplies of barley f o r the baggage animals were 
5? 

almost exhausted. 
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I n the great rosters at Dura the assignment ad hostias occurs three 
times m A.P. 219 (one entry was l a t e r erased) and ad leones occurs 
seven times i n A.D. 219 and four t:nes m A.T. 22?. Although i t i s 
possible that both of these may be the names of places, i t seems more 
probable that the e n t r i e s r e f e r t o animals. A large number of animals 
were s a c r i f i c e d during the course of each year a t the various r e l i g i o u s 
ceremonies j from the f o r i a l e Buranum i t i s known th a t at least twenty-
three oxen, twelve cows, and seven b u l l s were s a c r i f i c e d annually, and 
as animals intended f o r s a c r i f i c e had to have c e r t a i n q u a l i t i e s which 
nigut not be found i n the beasts on the prat a of trie u n i t , plus the 
analogy of the modern cowboy or gaucho, the meaning of the entry ad 
hostias iB almost c e r t a i n l y t h a t several tioopers were escorting 
s a c r i f i c i a l v i c t i m s . l i o n s may w e l l have been required f o r amusement 
i n the amphitheatre at Dura or t h e i r skins f o r the special uniforms of 
the s i g n i f e i l . The l i o n s were presumably transported m cages and so 
the small party of infantrymen plus two troopers i n A.B. 219 and three 
infantrymen plus one trooper i n A.D. 222 would have been s u f f i c i e n t . 
I n A.D. 222 a pedes probably has the assignment malndra; presumably he 
was looking a f t e r the s t a l l s were the s a c r i f i c i a l v i c t i m s or l i o n s or 
other animals were kept. I n A.D. 222 an infantryman has the entry 

] . custod[t from the pridianum of cohors I flispanorum, where m • i i a * —* 
custodia r e f e r s to men guarding various animals, i t may be suggested 

53 
tha t t h i s s o l d i e r was s i m i l a r l y employed. 
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l u p a r i u s , etc* 
Restitutus - X I I I 12048. 
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The task of providing a constant and s u f f i c i e n t amount of m i l i t a r y 
supplies and esp e c i a l l y food was by no means the least important part of 
the work involved i n the day to daj running of army l i f e . I n time of war 
the troops would forage from the enemy countryside, as i s f requently 
mentioned i n l i t e r a t u r e and also shown on several scenes on Trajan's Column. 
The pridianum of Conors I Hispanorum veterana based at Stobi i n Macedonia 
but operating i n Lower Jloesia i n the Seoond Dacian War i n A.D. 105, 
shows that i t had men m Gaul to c o l l e c t corn, across the Danube to defend 
the corn supply, on a reconnaissance mission, and at corn ships. The army 
would r e q u i s i t i o n supplies from defeated t r i b e s or towns and receive them 
from a l l i e s . Acoording t o Josephus the legionaries c a r r i e d w i t h them as 
part of t h e i r equipment s i c k l e s to reap the crops and also r a t i o n s f o r 
three days. A scene on Trajan's Column depiots the legionaries c a r r y i n g 
t h e i r k i t on a stake; t h i s consisted i n part of a string-bag f o r forage, 
a metal cooking-pot and m e s s - t i n , examples of a l l of which have been 
discovered m t h i s country. However, when an army was not on a c t i v e 
servioe, the arrangements to supply food f o r men and animals were 
extensive and complex. 1 

The magnitude of the food requirements of the Roman army has 

generally not been r e a l i s e d . According to Tacitus every Roman f o r t i n 

B r i t a i n , when Agrioola was governor,,was provided w i t h s u f f i c i e n t supplies 

t o l a s t f o r a year. Even i n the time of Folybius each legionary and 

a u x i l i a r y infantryman and oavalryman received a f i x e d amount of gram, and 

t h i s can also be seen i n Caesar's army. Calculations show that each 
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Roraan s o l d i e r would eat approximately one t h i r d of a ton of corn each 

year* and that t h i s amount of gram would occupy h a l f a cubic, yard of 

space i n the granary* Examination of the horrea i n legionary and 

a u x i l i a r y f o r t s has shown that they were capable of containing s u f f i c i e n t 

g ram to l a s t f o r one year. The granaries at Fendoch, whose garrison 

was a oohors m i l l i a n a p edltata, could contain a year's supply o f some 

250 tons o f . g r a i n , the three so f a r found at Chester could e a s i l y hold 

between them 1,000 tons, while at I n c h t u t h i l there were twice t h a t 

number of granaries of only s l i g M i y smaller dimensions. According t o 

a papyrus from Egypt, 20,000 artabae of barley, or 1,400,000 p i n t s , 

which would weigh 625 tons, were needed each year to feed the horses of 

an ala qumgenaria} t h i s amounts t o a l i t t l e over one ton of barley 

f o r each horse and i s remarkably s i m i l a r t o the amount prescribed by 

Polybius f o r the mount of an a u x i l i a r y cavalryman. I f each s o l d i e r 

received three pounds of corn per day and the f r o n t i e r forces of B r i t a i n 

i n the t h i r d century numbered 25*000 men, then the d a i l y consumption of 
2 

corn would have been t h i r t y - t h r e e and a h a l f tons. 

I n peace-time the army used various souroes from which to obtain 

i t s food supplies. One major source was from the c i v i l i a n s of the 

provinces; t h i s could take the form o f r e q u i s i t i o n s or compulsory 

purchase a t a f i x e d p r i c e ; food supplied i n t h i s way could come to the 

army d i r e c t l y - or v i a the procurator. Another impoitant source of 

supply was food produced on m i l i t a r y land ( t e r r i t o r m m or prat a ) ; 

t h i s was sometimes grown by the m i l i t a r y themselves, at other times by 
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c i v i l i a n s to whom the land was leased. A s o l d i e r could augment his 

supply of food from other sources: by e x t o r t i o n , by p r i v a t e purchase 

from inns or shops i n the oanabae or vious, by hunting, or from his 

f a m i l y . 

Several sources speak of the i r o n r a t i o n s a s o l d i e r c a r r i e d when 

on a c t i v e service; these would, of course, form the basic part of a 

s o l d i e r ' s d i e t i n peace-time. This seems to be the case w i t h Hadrian, 

whose p o l i c y of keeping the troops f u l l y t r a i n e d but engaged on no 

actual2warfare i s w e l l known: 

"Hadrian himself also used to l i v e a s o l d i e r ' s l i f e among 
the other ranks, and, f o l l o w i n g the example of Scipio 
Aemilianus, Metellus, and Trajan, c h e e r f u l l y ate i n the open 
such camp food as baoon, cheese, and v i n o r d i n a i r e . " 

This ciba oastrensia w i l l have been the same as the r a t i o n s t h a t the 

infantrymen of a cohort took up quickly along w i t h t h e i r arms on 

manoeuvres i n Humidia i n A.D. 128. I r o n r a t i o n s on active service are 

mentioned i n connection w i t h generals i n the second century: 

"Avidius Cassius forbade the s o l d i e r s when on expedition t o 
carry anything except bacon, hard tack, and v m o r d i n a i r e . " 

"Pescennius Higer gave orders t h a t no one was t o d r i n k vine 
on expedition, but t h a t they should a l l be content w i t h v i s 
o r d i n a i r e . He also forbade pastry-cooks to f o l l o w the 
expedition, and ordered the soldi e r s and everyone to be 
content w i t h hard tack. 1 1 

The bacon w i l l have included f a t or l a r d f o r cooking purposes. The 

hard tack (bucellatum) i s , of course, part of the corn r a t i o n , which 

could be cooked i n t o t h i s form, although i n the middle of the f i r s t 

century Galba had issued grain to s o l d i e r s when on expedition. Aceturn 
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was low q u a l i t y wine, which was at times mixed w i t h water to form a 

d r i n k c a l l e d posea; i t thus seems t o he the equivalent of v i n o r d i n a i r e , 

and even today the I t a l i a n s add water to t h e i r cheaper wines t o d r i n k 

w i t h meals. This was the d r i n k that one of the s o l d i e r s m the 

execution squad offered C h r i s t . ^ 

There i s other evidence t h a t gives a l i t t l e more information about 

the basio food of the army. Vegetius devotes a whole chapter to the 

care that must be given by a commander to provide s u f f i c i e n t suppliest 

"Shortages of wood and food must be avoided m winter, of 
water i n summer. Indeed, the need f o r corn, v i n o r d i n a i r e , 
wine, and also s a l t must at a l l times be kept at a reasonable 
l e v e l . " 

Appian, describing a besieging Roman army i n 151 B.C., which was 

s u f f e r i n g as much as the besieged, gives the normal d i e t , which i s almost 

the same as th a t mentioned by Vegetius, and also the siege d i e t ; 

although t h i s i s a d e s c r i p t i o n of the army of the Republic, i t can.be 

c i t e d f o r the Imperial army as w e l l because of the conservatism of Roman 

m i l i t a r y practices and also because the Scipio c i t e d as a precedent f o r 

Hadrian took part i n t h i s siege: 

"The s o l d i e r s were worn out by the oontinuous watch, lack of 
sleep, and the unaccustomed food of the country. They had 
no wine, s a l t , v i n o r d i n a i r e , or o i l , but fed on wheat and 
barley, and large q u a n t i t i e s of meat and hare boiled without 
s a l t , which upset t h e i r d i g e s t i o n . " 

I t i s worth n o t i n g t h a t i t was the excessive q u a n t i t i e s of s a l t l e s s meat 

and f o r e i g n food and the lack of t h e i r normal varied d i e t t h a t caused 

the i l l n e s s ; corn i s not here mentioned as the staple food. I n 38 B.C. 

Herod procured large scale supplies f o r the Roman army: 

http://can.be
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••Immediately on hearing the request, Herod set o f f i n t o the 
country and l e f t S i l o no excuse f o r departing, hocause he 
brought an unexpectedly large quantity of provisions and gave 
i n s t r u c t i o n s t o the Samaritans t o b r i n g down corn, wine, o i l , 
l i v e s t o c k , and a l l the other provisions to Jericho, t h a t there 
might be a p l e n t i f u l supply f o r the troops f o r the time being." 

By TR |3oCiV)f;<iToi he probably means c a t t l e . - Vegetius says th a t at the 

s l i g h t e s t suspicion of an enemy invasion, provisions should be taken 

inside f o r t s s fodder f o r the horses, wine, v i n o r d i n a i r e , cereals, and 

f r u i t f o r themmen, while pigs are t o be k i l l e d and turned i n t o bacon, 

and also other animals t h a t cannot be kept a l i v e , are to be slaughtered 
4 I 

and k i l l e d . 

I t has been frequently stated t h a t the armies of J u l i u s Caesar and 

the e a r l y Principate l i v e d e xclusively on corn,' and" never ate meat unless 

foroed to by s t a r v a t i o n , and even then w i t h the "greatest reluctance. 

This i s c l e a r l y an exaggeration; there are numerous l i t e r a r y references 

to Roman armies before and a f t e r t h a t period eating other grains, 

vegetables, and meat, and t h i s evidence i s supported by t h a t of archaeology 

epigraphy, and the papyri. I t was the d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t faced a l a r g e , 

mobile army i n arranging vast q u a n t i t i e s of f r e s h meat and vegetables, 

not inborn vegetarianism or r e l i g i o u s c o nvictions, that explain why 

Caesar's army ate corn; corn was easily obtained almost everywhere, 

could be stored i n bulk, would keep i n d i f f e r e n t climates, and could 

be made i n t o various dishes. /Apicius notes t h a t i n summer meat could 

be kept without s a l t i n g only f o r a few days. When Soipio reintroduced 

m i l i t a r y d i s c i p l i n e to the army at Numantia i n 134 B.C., he ordered 

th a t the only way the troops could eat t h e i r meat" was by r o a s t i n g or 
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b o i l i n g i t * For t h i s purpose he reduced the number of cooking u t e n s i l s 

to the standard three, a s p i t , a b o i l i n g pan, and a cup* The evening 

meal was always e i t h e r roast or boiled, meat* S i m i l a r l y , Q. Caecilius 

Metellus Numidicus ru l e d i n 109 B.C. t h a t the only way the s o l d i e r s 

could eat t h e i r meat was e i t h e r roasted or b o i l e d . I n both cases i t 

should be noted t h a t the troops ate meat as part of t h e i r normal d i e t . 

Both these generals were used as models by Hadrian. Sallust notes t h a t 

i n 111 B.C. Roman foroes received c a t t l e and four years l a t e r they s t i l l 

had large numbers of c a t t l e on which they l i v e d e x c l u s i v e l y f o r a week 

without any t r o u b l e . Polybius notes that the acorns of I t a l y were used 

to feed a large number of pigs, which were slaughtered s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r 

the army. I n his d e s c r i p t i o n of the camp of the Roman army there was a 

place reserved s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r c a t t l e . Varro records t h a t the army 

of the Republic gave names to two types of haggis which thej found i n 

d i f f e r e n t parts of I t a l y . The only 'evidence* f o r the early Prmoipate 

f o r a d i s t a s t e by the s o l d i e r s f o r meat i s a d e s c r i p t i o n of the army 

under Corbulo i n A.D. 59} t h i s passage has been taken out of i t s context, 

and even so, i t i s almost oertaml,,that Tacitus i s here i m i t a t i n g the 

language of Caesar. 

"Corbulo and h i s army, although they had suffered no losses 
i n b a t t l e , were worn out by shortages and e x e r t i o n , and were 
driven to ward o f f hunger by eating the f l e s h of animals. 
Moreover, water was short, the summer was b l a z i n g , the marches 
were long . . . . F i n a l l y , they reached c u l t i v a t e d land and 
harvested the crops.'* 

Under such a p p a l l i n g conditions and i n the middle of the desert, when 

they almost c e r t a i n l y had no s a l t to season the meat or wood t o cook i t , 

i t i s hardly s u r p r i s i n g t h a t the s o l d i e r s were not exactly one hundred 
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per cent enthusiastic at eating carne pecudum (probably sheep^ which they 

would f i r s t have t o catch); anj food i n f e c t i o n would destroy the array 

m a matter of hours. S i m i l a r l y , the shipwrecked troops of Germanicus 
5 

i n A.D. 16 ate horsemeat. 

I t i s also necessary t o examine the instances where the army of 

Caesar i s supposed t o have been very r e l u c t a n t t o eat meat. I n 52 B.C. 

Vercingetorix adopted a scorohed earth p o l i c y against Caesar; the crops 

were not r i p e , a l l stores and granaries were burnt down, the scattered 

Roman forag i n g p a r t i e s were successfully cut down, and the nearest t r i b e s 

gave Caesar no g r a i n : 

"Because of the poverty of the B o i i , the slackness of the 
Aedui, and the burning of the barns, the army was i n great 
d i f f i c u l t i e s over the supply of g r a i n , to such an extent 
t h a t f o r several days the s o l d i e r s were without g r a i n and 
drove c a t t l e i n from the more d i s t a n t v i l l a g e s and so held 
out against great hunger. However, there was no outcry 
at a l l from the men." 

Caesar simply states the obvious f a c t t h a t the only food t h a t the army 

could get f o r a considerable distance from where they were, was c a t t l e , 

and so the s o l d i e r s were forced t o have an a l l meat d i e t f o r several days. 

I t should be noted t h a t there were no grumbles from the s o l d i e r s about 

eating meat. Later that year the rebel Aedui captured Noviodunum where 

Caesar had storod a l l his g r a i n and equipment; the g r a i n was taken away 

or destroyed by the rebels. However, by means of forced marches the 

Romans reached the swollen Loire whioh t h e j managed to cross s a f e l y ; 

the enemy had thought the r i v e r impassable and so had not bothered to 

remove the frumentumque i n agris et pecons oopiam x 
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"The army obtained a supply of gram i n the f i e l d s and large 
q u a n t i t i e s of c a t t l e , w i t h which i t restocked i t s e l f . " 

Caesar's men did not even have second thoughts about taking both c a t t l e -

and i n large q u a n t i t i e s - and corn. At Eyrraehiun* Caesar's army ran 

out of supplies of frumentum and the corn was nox yet r i p e ; accordingly, 

he offered his men other form& of foodt 

"The men did not object, when they were issued w i t h barley or 
vegetables. Indeed meat, of which there was a p l e n t i f u l supply 
from EpiruB, they held i n great esteem; The men who had 
been w i t h Valerius, discovered a type of root c a l l e d chara, 
which, when mixed wi t h m i l k , g r e a t l y eased the shortage of 
supplies. There was plenty of t h i s and they made a sort of 
bread out of i t . " ' 1 

Although barley was normally given to s o l d i e r s as a punishment, vegetables 

were c e r t a i n l y not issued f o r t h i s purpose. A vegetarian army could 

never be said pecus . . . . magno i n honors habebant. The use of large 

numbers of c a t t l e t o supply meat and milk caused l i t t l e oomment. 

S i m i l a r l y , i n the campaigns at Lerida, when the stock of corn from the 

previous year had been exhausted, the present crop was not yet r i p e , and 

heavy rai n s had cut o f f supplies from a l l other sources, Caesar had no 

qualms at a l l i n considering using meat t o feed h i s army.^ 

To increase h i s p o p u l a r i t y when he was D i c t a t o r , Caesar d i s t r i b u t e d 

meat to the people of Roman, as w e l l as g r a i n and o i l . As the people 

i n the c i t y and the s o l d i e r s i n his army were of the same s o c i a l 

background, i t i s very u n l i k e l y t h a t Caesar would have made such a g i f t 

and thus jeopardised h i s p o p u l a r i t y , i f there had been such a universal 

d i s t a s t e f o r meat among the I t a l i a n s at t h a t time. Within a few months 

of Caesar's death a Roman general slaughtered and salted a l l the o a t t l e 
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he could f i n d i n a n t i c i p a t i o n of a siege. S i m i l a r l y , H i r t i u s i n 43 B.C. 

supplied a besieged force w i t h food by f l o a t i n g the carcasses of pecora 

down stream and also s a l t packed i n j a r s t o preserve the meat. Herod 

had provided 1* poCKi|fMiTLv among supplies f o r Roman troops i n 38 B.C.) 

his actions were designed t o gain the support of S i l o and h i s nen, and 

he was too astute a person t o have provided Roman so l d i e r s w i t h a food 

which was repulsive t o them. At the f o r t at RBdgen, which was occupied 
i 

i n the l a s t decade of the f i r s t century B.C., bones from p i t s which 
t t 

contained only Augustan material oonsisted of t h i r t y - e i g h t examples of 
* 

oxen, t h i r t y of p i g , twenty-two of sheep and goats, eight of red deer, 

two of roe deer, and one of chicken. The ea r l y Roman f o r t at Hofheim, 

which i s pre-Flavian i n date, has produced' evidence of oxen, pigs, 

chicken, red deer, roe deer, boar, goose, heron, bear, w i l d ox, as w e l l 

as oysters and mussels. The f e r i a l e Buranum has i t s o r i g i n s i n the 

f e r i a l e i n s t i t u t e d by Augustus; although the number of oxen and cows 

th a t had to be slaughtered a t the various s a c r i f i c e s increased i n the 

course of the F r i n c i p a t e , there can be l i t t l e doubt t h a t once the 

ceremony was over, the troops would eat the carcasses as beef. Indeed, 

Josephus records t h a t at the celebrations a f t e r the capture of Jerusalem 

i n A.D. 70s 
"When a l l had been rewarded as he thought each had deserved, 
T i t u s o f f e r e d prayers f o r the whole army. He then stood 
down to thunderous applause and turned h i s a t t e n t i o n t o the 
s a c r i f i c e s i n honour of his v i c t o r y . A large herd of oxen 
were assembled at the a l t a r s and he s a c r i f i c e d a l l of them 
and d i s t r i b u t e d the meat to the army f o r a banquet." 

A s i m i l a r purpose f o r the s a c r i f i c i a l k i l l i n g of an ox seems t o be the 

only s o l u t i o n f o r a strange f i n d recorded at Ribchestert^ 
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" T r a d i t i o n also records a singular disoovery at Ribchester, 
v i z . , the s k u l l of an ox, covered w i t h some remains of leather 
and studded w i t h gold. I t i s very possible t h a t such a 
preparation might have been used f o r some s a o r i f i c i a l purpose, 
and i t was an idea not l i k e l y t o occur t o an inventor." 

The basic d i e t then i n peace-time w i l l have consisted of corn, bacon, 

cheese, and probably vegetables to cat and v i n o r d i n a i r e to d r i n k ; the 

s o l d i e r would also have access to s a l t and o l i v e - o i l . This must have 

been the standard food towards the oost of which a f i x e d amount was 

deducted from each pay installment (ad victum)'; ther consistent u n i f o r m i t y 

of t h i s deduotion of eighty drachmas suggests t h a t the same amounx was 

always deducted f o r the basic d i e t as provided by the army; anything 

extra would be bought by the s o l d i e r out of h i s spending money and t h i s 

would not be shown on the l i s t of compulsory stoppages. How much- of 

these basic items of the d i e t a s o l d i e r would receive each year, i s not 

known; however, a rough i n d i c a t i o n can be gathered from the amounts 

spec i f i e d f o r men working on farmsi four modii of wheat i n w i n t e r , four 

and a h a l f i n summer, one p i n t of o l i v e - o i l plus v m or d i n a i r e and f i s h -

p i c k l e each month, and one modius of s a l t per year. Clearly a s o l d i e r 

would not receive less and i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y more. When the amount 

required by one legionary f o r a year i s calculated and then m u l t i p l i e d 

by 5-6,000 f o r h i s u n i t , the sheer l o g i s t i c soale of the requirements i s 

very impressive.^ 

However, a greater v a r i e t y of food was available and would be 

d i s t r i b u t e d on the special days of celebration i n the m i l i t a r y calendar; ; 
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an extra deduction was made to cover the cost of the special camp dinners 
during the Saturnalia (saturnalicium k(astrense)). Some indication of 
the uide variety of foods that a m i l i t a r y unit would use m a year i s 
given i n a fragmentary papyrus dated to late i n A.D. 199; i t i s part of 
a survey undertaken to report on the various foods given as payment i n 
kind towards the maintenance of the armyt 

"For since I believe that the people care for supplying our 
most noble soldiers with necessities, so also i s i t necessary 
to care for them." 

Among the Necessities * that can he read are wheat, l e n t i l s , haras, c a t t l e , 

calves, goats, and pigs to feed the men, as well as wine, and hay and 

other fodder crops for the animals, and o i l of radishes, which was used 

for cooking l i k e o l i v e - o i l . A similar hut even more fragmentary 

document referring to provisions to he supplied X P t f t f C ^ ^ ^ 

yevva(.OT*.T<MV CrpeiTiwtTHvl, i s known for the year A.D. 232. In either 

A.D. 121 or 123 someone i n a town i n Macedonia provided at his own expense 

f«.«S TO v Kvpcov Katffqpoj T*v r r^e iT€«* | /c tTwV 

SioStiAt^ irctpfeC^ov-nL Tftj e i j T«j ivvA / v a j j 
which amounted to 400 mfiiimml of corn, 100 of barley, 60 of beans, and 

9 
100 measures of wine. 

As has been stated, corn was the basic item i n the diet of the Roman 
troops. I t could, of course, be turned into various dishes, the most 
obvious of which i s bread, but i t could also form the basis of soup, 
porridge, or the various types of pasta eaten by Italians today and 
discovered at Pompeii. Into whichever type of food the grain was to be 
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cooked, i t f i r s t had to toe ground to form f l o u r . Hefodian records that 
Caracalla led the l i f e of an ordinary soldier, which included taking his 
own tread: 

"He set a frugal table, even going so far as to use wooden 
vessels for eating and drinking* He ate the "bread that was 
available; with his own hand-he would grind his-personal 
ration of corn, make i t into a loaf, bake i t i n the ashes, 
and eat i t . " 

The ashes were those i n the camp ovens, numerous examples of which occur 
i n every f o r t ; at Saalburg, for example, forty-two ovens are known i n 
four mam groups behind the f o r t walls. - From Mainz has come a stone 
implement used for stamping the camp bread; on one lace it-contained the 
name of the legion (L.XIIII.G.frl.V.) and on the other three faces J Caeoili 
plus the name of a different man and v; these three were presumably the 
men who acted as bakers i n the century and v was the number of the oven. 
From Zugmantel has come a wooden long-handled shovel for putting the 
loaves i n and out of the oven. Normally i n peace-time the troops would 
eat fresh bread; i t would only be a martinet, such as Ulpius Maroellus, 
who would deliberately choose to eat stale bread. Julian, who reverted 
to the practices of the Imperial army, ate porridge with the other ranks.''' 

The prooess of gringing the corn into f l o u r would be a long and 
laborious one and m each unit many man-hours would be spent on th i s task. 
Bach oontubernium seems to have been equipped with a small handmill and 
each century with a larger one. Most f o r t s have produced evidence of 
these; Newstead, f o r example, four complete sets of the contubernium 
sise and many other fragments plus a handle of ashwood. The wheat and 
barley here were often ground besides a well. From f o r t s i n Germany, 
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especially Saalburg, the m i l l stones and the mechanisms have been found 
and restored. The larger sizes required four to six men to operate 
and they could grind 220 pounds of gram an hour; however, certain 
adjustments oould have "been made to vary the capacity or the number of 
men or perhaps even to use an animal to provide the necessary power. 
I t i s therefore not surprising that about half of the water-mills known 
m Roman Bri t a i n occur along Hadrian's Wall; they were b u i l t i n the 
t h i r d century at the North Tyne, Haltwhistle Burn, and the I r t h i n g , and 
there may well have been other examples. When i t i s considered that 
the B r i t i s h f r o n t i e r contained the highest concentration of troops for 
i t s size and that they would need about thirty-three tons of gram to be 
ground each day, the saving i n man-hours over a year by using the water-
mil l s i s obvious. 1 1 

There i s further information on the bread a soldier would eat. 
The Elder Pliny statest 

" I t i s a fixed law of nature that with every variety of wheat 
army-bread i s heavier by one t h i r d than the grain." 

This can only mean that panis m i l i t a r i s was wholemeal bread. Authorities 
both ancient and modern have shorn that wholemeal bread i s more palatable 
than white bread and has greater n u t r i t i o n a l value, as i t i s richer i n 
vitamins and especially vitamin Bl. At Tnmalchio'e banquet Habinnas 
said that he preferred brown bread to white because i t was ncqrishmg 
and prevented constipation. 'Vopisous' states that there were two 
sorts of army-bread, the normal standard (panes militares castrenses) 
and one of higher quality, perhaps eaten by the officers (panes 
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militares mundos). A recipe for making "bread given by Cato required -
lS 12 
only f l o u r and water. < 

A large part of the food that the army needed was levied as compulsory 
purohases which each province had to provide. Tacitus states that every 
Roman f o r t i n B r i t a i n was supplied with s u f f i c i e n t food to last for a 

year and th i s must have come mainly i n the form of compulsory purchase* 

From the description of the sharp practices previously employed by certain 
o f f i c i a l s " that Agricola put r i g h t i n the winter of A.D. 78/79«(frumenti " 
et tnbutorum• exactionem aequalitate munerum molli-re) , the; correct and 
normal procedure can he seen* the authorised amounts were assessed by 
the governor} i n areas lacking i n gram the contributions might be -
commuted} i n most areas delivery was made to the nearest f o r t . 
Excavation of the farmsteads i n Cranbourne Chase suggested that part of 
the harvest was requisitioned by the Roman authorities. Both Boudicca 

13 
and Calgacus are made to complain about the requisitioning of food. 

r-

The methods by which m i l i t a r y personnel requisitioned food from 
provincials-could easily lead to abuse} several edicts by various 
Prefects of Egypt stress that i t was i l l e g a l for soldiers to requisition 
anything for themselves or th e i r unit without a l e t t e r of authorisation 
(diploma), and that any soldiers found acting without one would be 
heavily punished. Perhaps the best example- of how the system legally 
worked i s the receipt issued by Antonius Justinus, which i s reproduced 
as figure 9* The receipt and i t s several copies with the i r precision 
and legal phraseology show that everything was f a i r and above board. 



Figure 9 

To Damarion, Btrategus of the Hermopolite nome, from Antonius 
Juetinus, duplicarius, dispatohed hy Valerius Frontinus, 
commander of the ala Heraoliana stationed at Coptos. I 
have received the measured amount from the elders of the 
villa g e of Terton Epa i n the Upper Patermite d i s t r i c t of 
the quota imposed upon t h e i r village from the twenty thousand 
artabae of barley which the Prefeot, Longaeus Rufus, commanded 
to be purchased from the harvest of the past year, A.D. I84, 
for the requirements of the aforesaid ala, namely one hundred 
artabae of barley (100 artabae), measured by the public 
receiving standard according to the measurement prescribed, 
t o t a l 100 artabae, i n accordance- with the division made by 
the o f f i c i a l s of the nome. I have issued four copies of 
th i s receipt. 
[ ] June, A.D. I85. 
(Signed) I , Antonius Justinus, duplicarius, have received 
the measured amount of one hundred artabae of barley (100 
artabae), as aforesaid. 

•374-



- 3 7 5 -

Presumably the modius discovered at Carvoran was used to measure grain 
14 

provided by the natives. 

Other receipts show that the same soldier uas collecting different 
amounts of barley from other villages at the same time. In addition to 
the hundred from Terton Epa collected i n June, Antonius Justinus issued 
a receipt i n Hay for another one hundred artabae from an unknown v i l l a g e , 
for another one hundred from Parium i n July, for f i f t e e n from Magdola 
Petechontos, for another amount from Magdola Petechontos i n September-
November. In th i s or the following year Justinus issued a receipt for 
one hundred and seventy artabae from Ere1this. Other more fragmentary 
receipts record the collection at thi s time of three hundred and eighty-
f i v e artabae from an-unknown v i l l a g e , of four hundred and t h i r t y from 
another, of an unknown amount from Sinpetesis, of two hundred and t h i r t y -
f i v e from an unknown v i l l a g e , and yet another unknown amount from an 
anonymous vi l l a g e . Several of the documents state that four copies 
were issued, and i n fact two have survived of the receipt f o r three 
hundred andt eighty-five artabae. The eight examples where the amount 
has survived, give an average of one hundred and ninety-two artabae, 
which would work out at one hundred and four receipts, each one of-which 
had to be issued i n quadruplicate. In addition there i s a document to 

show that the c i v i l i a n s were also arranging the collection of barley for 
15 

the ala among themselves. ' 

There i s also an example of a receipt given a few years late r by a 
somewhat i l l a t e r a t e eques for the purchase of barleys 
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"Didymus Argentis, trooper of the ala Gallica, to Stotoethus, 
son of Apygcheus, and the other elders of the village of 
Socnopaeus Nesus. 
I have received from you the purchasable amount of barley 
measured by the o f f i c i a l s , and 1 have given you the standard 
price for the two months of June and July* 
21st June, A.]). 191." 

There i s also a reoeipt for the purchase at a fixed price of bread and 
wine from the c i t y of Oxyrhynchus for the soldiers i n the escort to the 
Prefect of Egypt on the 4th Ilarch, A.D. 220. The f i r s t part i n Creek 
i s for the purchase of 2,841 loaves at the price of one whole obol per 
loaf, plus an extra 300 at the prescribed price; the second half i n Latin 
for 600 camp s e x t a r i i of wine at four f u l l obols per &extarms. On lOxh 
A p r i l , A.D. 165, Cornelius, a decurionjof the ala Commagenorum, issued 

document of the f i r s t half of the t h i r d century records the delivery of 
200 artabae of barley to a centurion, a duplicanuc, a sesquiplicarius, 
and a sagnifer. 1^ 

The role played by procurators i n d i s t r i b u t i n g the necessities of 
l i f e to soldiers i s aptly noted by Strabo) 

"There are also Imperial procurators, men of equestrian rank, 
who distribute to the soldiers a l l the necessities of l i f e . " 

Various papyri provide examples of different employees of procurators 
providing food for the soldiers. A papyrus from Syene dated to the 
second half of the second century, i s a receipt made out f i r s t i n Latin 
and then i n Greek to a dispensator Caesaris or etKovopOf Kcufi^poj; 
the Creek part runes 

a receipt on an ostracon to c i v i l i a n s for hay (yp»*TtO. Another 
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"The above-mentioned Serapion, trooper, to Trethonius, 
Imperial Steward. 
I have received from you the measured amount of my corn 
ration for two months for last year consisting of two artabae. 
I , Melanos, son of Tauremos, trooper, have written on his 
behalf." 

There were also collective receipts; a fragmentary papyrus l i s t s the 
names of four men i n Latin and then gives a receipt i n Greek to a 
fatGetpwy Otkovopev outKQpiotf f o r t h e supply of wheat for the 

Egyptian month Thoth (equivalent to the Roman month of September): 
"Malochus, son of nanus, optio, to Victor Comarinus, 
Deputy Imperial Steward. The above-mentioned iroopers 
consisting of the aforesaid number have received the 
measured- pjiount of wheat for tho month of September consisting 
of f i f t y artabae. 
4th September, A.D. 205." 

This i s followed by item pedites 7 Belei and nineteen names i n Latin; 
presumably the missing parts of the papyruu recorded food issued to 

17 
eighteen infantrymen plus their centurion "Beleus Zabdeus. 

A fragmentary papyrus from Dura reveals a rather complex situation 
a procurator, Aurelius Hufmus, c i t i n g as his authority a l e t t e r from 
the governor of Syria, asks the commander of cohors XX Palmyrenorum to 
compel u freedman i n chdrge of praedia f i s c a l i s to provide bailey to 
equitibus siy[e] mulionib[us g j u [ i ] i n vexill(atione) Appadenen&[i] 
deg(unt)t 1 8 

"Aurelius Rufmus to J u s t i l l u s . 
Reoeived [day and month] A.D. 221. 
I have appended, Sir, for your information what Antonius 
Seleuous, Governor, wrote to me.... I ask you to compel the 
freedmon of our two Emperors i n charge to give barley from 
the Imperial estates to the cavalrymen or muleteers on 
detachment at Appadana according to . . . . " 
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liach m i l i t a r y unit had land assigned to i t which was called t_~ i t o - i 
territorium or prata| i t i s by no means certain i f there i s any 
difference i n meaning between these two terms, although the former i s 
rare and the l a t t e r i n many contexts has the meaning of meadow land fox 
grazing. No less xnan f i f t e e n termini Augustales have been discovered 
marking the boundaries between the prata legioms I I I I Macedomoae and 
the a g n of the civitates of Juliobriga and Segisamo; they are mainly 
situated about ten miles from the camp at Aguilar, although some are 
about t h i r t y miles away. Calculations for the area of the territorium 
of legio XXX Ulpia at Vetera based on the distribuxion of stamped t i l e s 
give a length of not less than seven miles and a width of not less than 
two miles. However, i n t h i s instance the method used for calculating 
the area i s not conclusive and the size of the territoieium may well have 
been larger. At any rate, the m i l i t a r y units of Lower Germany also had 
the use of a large part of the North E i f e l as well as the land f o r a long 
distance along the r i g h t bank of the Shine for the same purpose'. In 
Bri t a i n under Hadrian the Fens were drained and the reclaimed land used 
to grow corn and other crops for the garrisons of the North of England. 
The territorium of the legionary fortress at Vmdonissa was approximately 
nineteen by twenty-eight miles. There i s also a terminalis marking 
the boundary between the prata of legio XI Claudia based at Burnum and 
the fines roboreti. An inscription from Aquincum dated to the reign 
of Severus Alexander mentions baths b u i l t t e r r i t o r i o leg(ionis) I I 
A d ( m t r i c i s ) . Auxiliary units also had prata and there are termini 
indicating the boundary between the prata of cohors I I I I Gallorum and 
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the lands of the ci v i t a s Beduniensium and the olvitas Luggonum. which 
were set up under Claudius. A fragmentary inscription dated to A.D. 
216 from Chester-le-Street mentions the territorium of an unknown ala. 
However, there i s no evidence f o r the size of the territorium of an ala 
or cohors. In Egypt some revenue land was cultivated by soldiers 
(TW» dt* fTjteTtMrTttfv). 

This land was used to provide the troops with supplies of food and 
raw materials. Whether or not the m i l i t a r y actually grew the corn on 
this land themselves, i s not clear, as the evidence i s not s u f f i c i e n t . 
At any rate a v e x i l l a t i o n of legio I I I Augusta was engaged i n reaping 
hay i n the time of Severus some f i f t e e n miles from Lambaesis and i t i s 
by no means improbable that they were doing so on the territorium of the i r 
legion. A fragmentary inscription from Lower Germany dated to A.3>. 
190 perhaps indicates a v e x i l l a t i o n of legio 1 Minervia under a signifer 
engaged on a similar task. I t was found at Ivershe 1m some eighteen 
miles from Bonn and presumably represents men engaged i n reaping hay i n 
the m i l i t a r y area of the North E i f e l . Under modern agricultural 
conditions the area of land mentioned above at Vetera would produce 
1,500 tons of corn i n one year or twoppunds of corn per day f o r a year 
for 6,000 men. Calculations on the y i e l d per acre of the native farms 
i n pre-Homan B r i t a i n show that the f i v e hundred bushels of corn that a 
legion would need i n a week could not be grown on an area less than 
seventy acres. The different agricultural implements found at various 
fo r t s were used i n peace just as much as i n war; Neustead provided 
examplos of a hoe, half-spade, two half-picks ( f o r t i l l a g e rather than 
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entrenchmg), a wooden rake, two sickles, a sickle fox lopping branches, 
a sickle-knife, four scythes, a mover's a n v i l , and a whetstone; a l l the 
scythes shoved considerable signs of wear and one had been patched. 
Near the Trajanic f o r t at Brampton were discovered a ploughshares, hoe, 
rake, two scythes, and many other tools. Other f o r t s have produced 

20 
examples of such agricultural implements. 

I t i s also clear that parts of the t e m t o n u i r were l e t out to 
c i v i l i a n s to farn on short leases that were confirmed or terminated every 

fiv o years wnen a primus pxlus or other senior centurion held a lustrum. 
I t would seem probable that one of the conditions of tenure vas to give 
or s e l l a certain amount of the crop each year to the legion. Examination 
of the small farmhouses that were b u i l t on the t e m t o r i u m of the legions 
stationed at Vetera and Beuss show that tne amount of land assigned to 

21 
each was comparatively small, between one and two acres per farmstead. 

I t has been shown that the Poman army at a l l times i n the Empire ate 
meat as part of i t s diet. This? could be provided i n various ways. 
Sometimes i t would be provided by the provinces; mention has already 
been made of the very fragmentary papyrus that l i s t s among the va^iovjs 

foods supplied to the army of Egypt i n A.D. 199 hams, c a t t l e , calves, 
goats, and pigs, while over two centuries earlier Herod had provided the 
Roman army with livestock. A waxed tablet dated to 9th September, A.D. 
29 or A.D. 116, seems to refer to the purchase of a cow by a party of 
soldiers f o r 115 pieoes; unfortunately, the details are not clear. 
In time of war ca t t l e weie often exacted as part of the peace terms, as 
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from the Quadi i n A.D. 173» while cat t l e were captured from the Parthians 
i n A.D. 198 and cat t l e and sheep from the Caledonn i n A.D. 209. Late 
i n A.D. 67 a Roman force i n Judaea captured 'a vast quantity of asses, 
sheep, camels, and cat t l e as booty 1. The various units of the army 
probably also kept cattle on the prata or t e r r i t o r i u n assigned to each 
f o r t ; t h i s i s the land i n Lower Germany near Utrecht on which the 
P r i s n settled i n A.D. 58 and i s described as agrosque vacuos et militum 
usui sepositos. A force of auxiliary cavalry was sent to remove them. 
In the same year land reserved for the same purpose near Wesel was 
occupied by the Amps1van1. That one of the main purposes of t h i s land 
\>as to be used for grazing the herds and flocks belonging to the units 
garrisoning the area, can be clearly seen from a speech put into the 
mouth of Boiocalus, the leader of the Ampsivariit quo tantam partem 
campi lacere i n quam peoora et armenta milituin aliquando transmitterentur? 
aervarent sane reoeptus gregibus. Perhaps a not dissimilar picture can 
be seen over a century later i n A.D. 179-180. An epitome of D10 
records that the 20,000 Roman soldiers stationed among the Quadi and 
Marcomani would not allow them either to pasture thei r flocks or to t i l l 
t heir f i e l d s i n poaoe; the Roman soldiers endured no hardships, as they 
had baths and provisions of a l l sorts i n abundance (rr*VTft. ^0©*&>J 

areas of the t e r r i t o r y of the Quadi to serve as prata for t h e i r own 

cattle? Presumably in winter the animals would be kept i n one of the 

annexes which are found outside almost a l l f o r t s ; units on the B r i t i s h 
2! 

f r o n t i e r w i l l have kept their animals between the Wall and the Vallum. 

Did the Roman troops annexe large 
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An army rank attested on about a dozen inscriptions i s pecuarms or 
pequariub, who must be connectea with the pecora et armenta militum. 
One of these (the only instance where the man i s not clearly a legionary) 
calls the soldier medico peq(ueiio), while on another pequarn are 
mentioned among the s t a f f of the hospital. They aro also mentioned on 
the t a r i f f l i s t at the municipium at Lambaesis m the middle of the 
second century with b e n e f i c i a r i i , s i g m f e n , and perhaps conduotores. 
This strongly suggests that the pecuarn are veterinary surgeons and at 
the municipium they examined the various animals at the market (the 
fragmentary l i s t included ass, ox or cow, c a l f , pig, p i g l e t , sheep, goat, 
k i d , lamb). However, the rank seems to be confined to the legions and 
i t s function must have differed from that of the veterinarius and 
I M U O^potj who from thei r t i t l e s presumably were responsible for 
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looking after the baggage-animals and horses. 

Soldiers were sometimes detailed to look after various animals. 
On 16th September, A.D. 105, cohors I Hispanorum included m i t s l i s t of 
men temporarily absent on duties outside the province: 

"At Haemus to bring draught-anmalsr 
Guarding baggage-animals, including sesquiplioariC 
Guarding mules (?) [." 

In the last months of A.D. 216 a l e t t e r from the f i l e s of the commander 
of cohors XX Palmyrenorum shows that certain soldierc \.ere acting as 
guards for herds, probably of sheep (]oum peconbus esse[). According 
to the roster of A.D. 222 a pedes had the assignment ] . custodC and i t 
i s very probable that he was guarding animals l i k e the men i n A.D. 105; 
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the same document probably reveals that another infantryman was assigned 
to looking after animals i n t h e i r s t a l l s (majndra). 

The evidence thus suggests that the pecugrii i n the legions were 
responsible for looking after the animals intended as food rather than 
draught-animals, while i n the auxiliary units ordinary soldiers seem to 
have been seconded to look after a l l types of animal, although of course 
the alae and oonortes equitatae would have th e i r veterinary surgeons for 
their horses. The f e r i a l e Duranum shows that a large number of catt l e 
would be required f o r sacrifice during the course of the.year: the 
document records that twenty-three oxen, twelve cows, and seven bulls 
were to be sacrificed each year, but as the f e r i a l e i s not complete, 
the actual numbers of animals should be greater than those. Presumably 
i n a legion the pecuarii looked after these animals also, and other 
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soldiers i n the auxiliary units. 

An excellent picture of the meat that the soldiers ate can be seen 
from an analysis of the bones that have been excavated at Koman f o r t s . 
Figure 10 gives a l i s t of twenty-five mil i t a r y sites from Upper and 
Lower Germany and Br i t a i n . A l l grades of troops are represented over a 
wide period of time. Vindonissa was garrisoned for most of the f i r s t 
century by a legion; a legionary v e x i l l a t i o n also manned the works 
depot at Holt throughout the seoond century and others were i n garrison 
at Hewstead i n the later Flavian and earlier Antonine f o r t s and at the 
ordnance factory at Corbridge i n the t h i r d century. Most of the other 
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sitee were manned by alae or oohortes i n the late f i r s t , second, or t h i r d 
centuries. Waddon H i l l was garrisoned by auxiliary troops i n the time 
of Claudius. Red House was the bath house of an ala for a few years at 
the end of the f i r s t century, Rddgen was occupied i n the time of Augustus 
end Hofheim i s pre-Flavian. Riederbiebsr and at f i i c t Zugmantel were 
occupied by numeri. while the turrets along Hadrian's Wall were similarly 
manned by low grade troops. Peroentages for each individual food can 
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easily be obtained by multiplying the t o t a l i n the l i s t by four. 

Detailed analysis of the bones of various domesticated animals 
discovered at various military sites gives information on the j o i n t s of 
meat eaten. In the turrets along Hadrian's Kail, for example, both 
mature and immature bones of ox, sheep, and pig were found, showing that 
the men ate beef and veal, mutton and lamb, pork and sucking pig. One 
quarter of the sheep eaten by the auxiliaries i n t h e i r bath house at Red 
House was lamb and half the pig Was sucking pig, while most of the pig 
remains at Corbridge belonged to young animals. Both beef and veal 
were eaten at Newstead, Housesteads, and Couth Shields.; some of the 
cattl e and pigs and over half of the sheep and goatc "cie lmneture 
animals; at Asoibuzgium the pigs nad been slaughtered when eighteen 
to twenty-four months old. At most of the sitec bones from a l l parts 
of the various animals were discovered, showang that whole carcassos were 
consumed. The bones from the turrets showed that various j o i n t s uere 
eaten, but the roost common one found was for steaming; indeed, large 
quantities of beef bones had been deliberately s p l i t or broken to obtain 



the marrow to form a r i c h stew. Appian states that the two standard 
ways of cooking were roasting and t o i l i n g and two of the three standard-
issue cooking utensils were a s p i t and a ho i l i n g pan. This i s confirmed 
by Frontinus. The vast majority of hones recovered from the f o r t ax 
L i t t l e Chester belonged to oxen under two and a half years old and came 
mostly from the legs) this suggested that the animals had heen flayed 
and the best meat used for roasting and the leg hones then partly stripped 
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and stewed f o r broth} they had been broken to extract the marrow. 

On the whole the largest percentage of the bones of any one animal 
i s that of the domesticated ox, the remains of whioh have been discovered 
at a l l twenty-five mi l i t a r y s i t e s . Sheep - and to a lesser extent 
goats - were also eaten i n large quantities and the former i s found i n 
twenty-two instances, including two varieties at Newstead, the l a t t e r i n 
twelve. Fork was also very popular and the bones or teeth of the 
domesticated pig were found on a l l but two of the twenty-five sites. 

The various livestock kept by the different units could also provide 
them with milk and thus with cheese, whioh i s stated to have been one of 
the prinoiple items of food eaten by the troops. Varro gives recipes 
for making cheese, the quality of which was best when made from the milk 
of cows, then of sheep, then of goats. A l l these animals were kept at 
most f o r t s and five cheese-squeezers were found at the legionary t i l e r y 
at Holt; i t thus seemB not improbable that the troops manufactured thei r 
own cheeses. Several examples of cheese-squeezers and also cow-bells 
were found at Corbridge) they may well have been m i l i t a r y rather than 
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c i v i l i a n property. 
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Huntmg clearly was a common way of adding fresh meat to the die t } 

t h i s i s v e i l i l l u s t r a t e d by a l e t t e r from an auxiliary soldier stationed 
at Uadi Faw&khir i n the later f i r s t or second centurj A.S.s 

"Dear Valenanus, 
Write the note to say that from the month of Agrippina 

u n t i l now we have been hunting a l l species of wild animals 
and birds for a year under the orders of the prefects. fie 
have given what we caught to Cerealis and he sent them to you 
and the skins . . . . 

Yours, 
Antonius Proclus." 

Antonius and his comrades had been o f f i c i a l l y authorised to hunt iro.vT% 
T a Q»)pici Kea ir€T(e)w«. and that i s why he asks for an o f f i o i a l 
note (To KijBeKXov) and stresses that they were acting under the orders 
of the local auxiliary commanding offi c e r s . The reason why Antonius 
was so eager to stress the fact that they had been o f f i c i a l l y authorised 
to hunt was that the m i l i t a r y legal writers state that a general must 
not allow soldiers to be used for personal hunting or fishing t r i p s (ad 
opus privatum piscatum venatum militem non mittere). This i s well 
i l l u s t r a t e d by the fact that Tiberius demoted a legatus legionis for 
sending a few soldiers as an escort to a freedman on a hunting 
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expedition. 

Among the l i s t of immune s given by Tarruntenus Pat emus are 
butchers, hunters, and s a c r i f i c i a l attendants (lani« venatores, 
v i o t l m a r i i ) . The last named clearly were men who assisted at the 
various sacrifices held i n the religious ceremonies of Roman m i l i t a r y 
l i f e 4 they are presumably the people depicted at the sacrifioe at 
Apollodorus's bridge on Trajan's Column and the Bridgeness distance slab. 
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I t i s possible that the hunters and butchers %ere responsible for 
oatching and k i l l i n g the animals required^for the sacrifices i n addition 
to providing a supply of fresh meat for the u n i t . Examination of the 
skulls of the c a t t l e found at Corbridge showed that some had been k i l l e d 
by being poleaxed. others by having javelins thrown at them. The s k u l l 
of a calf at South Shields had been poleaxed also. Among the people 
who Vegetius recommends should be recruited into the army are maceliarios 

i i 

et cervorum aprorumque venatores. An inscription from Rome dated to 
A.J). 241 mentions a man with the rank of centurion who was custos v i v a r i 
cohh p[r1aett et urbb with two Praetorian venatores immun(es). He i s 
clearly responsible for supervising the pens i n which the animals 
caught by the hunters were kept* A. Tit i u s Severus, a centurion of 
legio VI V i c t r i x , set up an a l t a r to Diana when he vivarium saepsit at 
Cologne} probably at some time i n the f i r s t two decades of the second 
century) the essential purpose of the vivarium as an enclosure i n which 
livestock was kept i s thus demonstrated.^0 

There i s no conclusive archaeological evidence to identify a 
building as a vivarium» but a structure at Bambaoh and perhaps another 
at Zugmantel have been so described. Another probable one i s at 
Andernach) here two walls meeting at r i g h t angles were found composed 
of large tufa blocks i n the top of which were set at regular intervals 
holes to contain bars. Unfortunately, the excavations were not 
completed. I t i s tempting to suppose that one of the purposes of the 
annexes that occur outside many Roman fo r t s ( i n t h i s country and 
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espeoially i n Scotland) was to keep the various animals i n , and such 
l i g h t sheds, i n which they were kept i n winter, would leave few i f any 
remains. Similarly the Vallum would prevent the horses of the alae 
and the draught- and baggage-animals of a l l the units i n garrison on 
Hadrian's Wall from wandering too f a r away as they grazed) also they 
could not he stolen* At the f i r s t century f o r t at Asciburgium the 
c a t t l e , tsheep, and pigs may well have been kept i n a vivarium, because 
only the bones of domestic animals were found) one of the oxen seems to 
have been imported and was not of the native breed.^ 

A t h i r d way in whioh a unit could obtain a supply of fresh meat was 
by using hunters* Venatores are stated by Tarruntenus Faternus to have 
been immunes and a v e x i l l a t i o n of legio XI Claudia i n A.D. 155 numbered 
two imCnflunes ven(atores) among i t s seventy-five men. An inscription 
found at Birdoswald mentions hunters of Banna (venatores Banniess(es)), 
probably Carvoran, where, i n a well probably in the prmoipia, were 
found a magnificent pair of stag's horns three feet long. Archaeological 
evidence strongly suggests that venison must have been a common delicacyi 
i n the l i s t of twenty-five m i l i t a r y sites the remains of the red deer 
have been found at a l l except two and of the roe deer at a t o t a l of 
thirteen. The absence in the former case i s probably to be explained 
by the fact that the men i n the turrets were of a lower grade than the 
auxil i a r i e s and were less well paid and had a lower standard of l i v i n g , 
while the men at Waddon H i l l were there for only a short time and early 
i n the occupation of Britain) i n the l a t t e r by the faot that the 
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geographical and topographical conditions of the environment of the 
fo r t s were not suitable for t h i s animal. Other members of the deer 
family that were hunted and eaten include the elk and ibex at Vindonissa, 
the elk alone at Butzbach, Hewstead, and South Shields, while the wild 
ox was eaten at Corbridge, Stockstadt and Hofheim. Another animal 
frequently hunted was the wild boar and i t s remains have been discovered 
at ten of the f o r t s on the l i s t . I n t h i s instance, however, sport may 
have been combined with the business of hunting for food; 3-. Tetius 
Veturius Micianus, f o r example, set up an a l t a r i n Weardalet 

"To the Deities of the Emperors and to unconquerable 
Silvanus, Gaius Tetius Veturius Micianus, prefect of the 
ala Sebosiana, w i l l i n g l y set up th i s i n fulfilment of his 
vow for oapturang a boar of outstanding fineness, whioh many 
of his predecessors had been unable to bag." 

I f he was stationed at Binchester, he had travelled some f i f t e e n miles 
to make his catch, and I I . Aurelius Quirinius travelled a similar distance 
i n a similar quest, whereas L. Caesius Frontinus and Julius Secundus, the 
commanding o f f i c e r and a centurion of oohors 1 Thraoum, travelled only 
two miles from Bowes. The hare too may well have been hunted f o r sport 
rather than food and i t s remains have been found at nine of the m i l i t a r y 
sites on the l i s t . Large quantities of hares were consumed by the 
garrison of the Claudian f o r t at Waddon H i l l . Presumably the seven 
instances of the remains of fox, the three of wolf and badger, the two 
of beaver, bear, and water-vole, and the one of mole represent hunting 
for sport rather than food, although several at least are edible, and 
perhaps the mole i s intrusive. Nemesianus i n his poem on hunting 

32 
mentions hare, does, wolf, fox, ichneumon, polecat, and hedgehog. 



The Roman soldiers were also p a r t i a l to sea food, especially shell 
f i s h . At twelve of the twenty-five m i l i t a r y sites on the l i s t Doth 

oysters and mussels were eaten, oysters alone at another f i v e ; the garrison 
of one of these (Mumrills) also ate whelks. I t i s quite clear that units 
garrisoned near the sea would have a greater variety of shell f i s h , 1 

because the opportunities to obtain them were better, although e f f o r t s 
were made to send them considerable distances inland. Maryport, which 
i s situated on the Cumberland Coast, produced oysters, mussels, and 
snails, South Shields at the mouth of the Tyne oysters, mussels, winkles, 
limpets, and edible snails. However, Ghesters, which i s situated some 
t h i r t y miles from the sea, produced evidence of oysters, mussels, cockles, 
and limpets, Holt on the See oysters, mussels, and swan mussels. I t 
is thought that the oysters discovered at Vindonissa i n modern Switzerland 
came from Portugal or the English Channel. Examination of the shells 
from Waddon H i l l suggests that some of the oysters were natural and 
others cultivated} the s i t e also produced cockles and an example of 
the species of Venerupis, which the French today s t i l l esteem as the 
delioaoy palourde. Edible snails have been discovered at seven different 
sites and includes two separate varieties at Brecon; indeed, the 
suggestion has been made that the Roman garrison at Fapcastle introduced 
a delicious speoies of edible snail (helix pomatia^, which i s not found 
anywhere else i n England* On one occasion i n 106 B.C. a Ligurian 
soldier collecting water had spotted some snails and started to collect 
them; i n so doing he discovered a way i n which a town could be captured. 
Clearly shell f i s h were a popular delicacy frequently eaten and the 
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large number of sites i n t h i s country that have produced evidence for 
them suggests that Juvenal, who almost certainly commanded a unit la t e r 
stationed at Maryport, may have eaten them here himself.^ 

Occasionally f i s h was also eaten, pike, for example, at Butsbach, 
and an unidentified variety at Brecon. At the legionary fortress of 
Vmdonissa f i s h bones were discovered and also a fishing hook with which 
to catoh the f i s h i n the nearby River Aare; a strong f i s h i n g hook was 
discovered at Riohborough and was clearly intended for sea-fishing. 
Fish bones i d e n t i f i e d at Uaddon H i l l included the cod family and the 
Giant WraBse, the l a t t e r i s rather bony but was presumably sought because 
i t closely resembled the Parrot-wrasse, a much esteemed ancient Roman 
delicacy. I f J >?M^" rC ,\l^ the correct reading i n a papyrus, then 
interesting l i g h t i s thrown on an incident concerning the m i l i t a r y d i e t . 
In the early second century Terentianus, a legionary stationed at 
Alexandria, wrote to apologise to his father for not meeting him and 
explained why* 

"For i t was at that time that so violent and dreadful an 
attack of f i s h poisoning made me i l l , and for f i v e days I 
was unable to drop you a l i n e , not to speak of going to 
meet you. Not one of us was even able to leave the camp 
gate." 

He said that he had now recovered from his i l l n e s s , although i n an 
earlier l e t t e r he wrote that he had to be fed by others. The maeotes 
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i s described by an expert, however, as being delicious. 

Vegetius recommended that i n the liWLihood of a siege poultry should 

be kept, because i t was both inexpensive to maintain and was 
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benefioial for the sick. However, i t i s highly probable that i t was 
eaten almost as part of the regular m i l i t a r y d i e t } that i t was kept 
at other times can be seen from the skeleton of a domestic duck found 
at Margidunum, one of whose legs had been broken but reset. The remains 
of chicken have been discovered at seventeen of the m i l i t a r y sites 
l i s t e d . Other birds that were also eaten on occasions, probably as a 
delicacy or the result of a successful fowling expedition, were guinea-
fowl and goose at Saalburg, duck, crane, and raven at Kewstead, goose 
and heron at Hofheim, goose and swan at Bibohester, and duck at Benwell. 
A wide variety of bird bones were discovered at the Claudian f o r t of 
Waddon H i l l ) i n addition to many chickens, there were two mallards, a 
duck (either Gadwall or Widgeon), a small wader the size of a Turnstone 
or Green Sandpiper, four Rock Doves or domestic pigeons, two Redwings, 
a bantam, and a raven. As at Hewstead thi s last one may be a camp 
scavenger. The auxiliary troops i n Germany, whose commanders had 
frequently sent them out to capture white geese whose feathers fetched 
a good price, w i l l have eaten more than t h e i r share of goose. 
Another reason f o r keeping poultry was to provide eggs and the shells 
of eggs and oysters are often found i n the hospitals; clearly the 
invalids had a special d i e t . Egg shells have also been discovered at 
Hofheim ( i n large numbers i n the barracks) and at Vindonissa. I t i s 
perhaps wotth noting here that special wine was imported for the 
invalids also) barrels which were later re-used as linings f o r wells 
at the legionary fortress at Aquincum contained at least two examples 
of the stamp immune i n r(ationem) va l ( e t u d i n a r i i ) leg(ionis) I I 
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Ad ( i u t r i c i s ) and shows that special medicinal wine was imported into 
that area hut no duty was charged as i t was f o r the m i l i t a r y hospital} 
s i m i l a r l y , a g r a f f i t o on an amphora at Garpow shows that i t had oontained 
a special medicinal wine f o r chest oomplaints, Vegetius states that 
i t was the duty of every commanding o f f i c e r to see that aegri 
oontubernales oportunis oibis r e f i o i a n t u r . as well as receiving proper 

35 
medical treatment. 

A further indication of the food and drink consumed by Roman 
soldiers can be seen from the g r a f f i t i and t i t u l i p i c t i on amphorae 
found on mi l i t a r y s i t e s . At the legionary fortress of Vindomssa 
amphorae have been found with t i t u l i n i o t i mentioning very mature wine 
from Surrentum (Surre(ntinum) perv(etua)), wine from Hessina i n S i c i l y 
(Mes(sanium) [(amphora)] X I I I ) , and a t h i r d old wine i s also attested, 
perhaps a form of f r u i t cocktail of wine infused on f r u i t (oond(itum) 
tine(turn) [vlnum] vet(us)). Green olives preserved m wine-must (oliva 
nigra ex defr(uto)) were also eaten by the legionaries. Another t i t u l u s 
reads thamni, which probably refers to tunny, although i t may perhaps 
refer to an unidentified herb. Another vessel d e f i n i t e l y carried beans, 
for i t s t i t u l u s records that i t oontained eleven amphorae of them 
(fab(ae) [amphora] X I ) . To sweeten th e i r food the Roman legionaries 
used honey, and a t i t u l u s piotus found at the fortress records the 
contents and weight of an amphora of honey (meld..] p(ondo) CLXXVlQ. 
A l l Romans were very fond of fish-sauces, especially garurn, to put on 
the i r food} garmn, however, was very expensive and the legionaries 
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used a cheaper hut i n f e r i o r variety called muria, although they chose 
the best of th i s typei a t i t u l u s mentions f i r s t rate top quality 
fish-sauce that was specially piquant (mur(ia) arg(uta) ex(eellens) 
f l o ( s ) j , as well as a variety whose quality was not stressed (m(uria) 
a(rguta) L X I I I I ) . I t seems, however, that they sometimes ate garurn 
that had been watered down; Elagabalus i s alleged to have been the 
f i r s t Poman Emperor to serve hydrogarum at public banquets, which hith e r t a 
had been m i l i t a n s mensa. ̂  

Further information i s provided by g r a f f i t i on amphorae i n Brit a i n * 
One written i n ink on the neck of an amphora discovered i n the wine 
cellar of the m i l i t a r y stores depot at Bichborough mentions LYMif A; 
this wine came from Mount:Vesuvius and presumably was manufactured 
before A.D. 79. On one of the handles of an anphora at Newstead was 
scratched Vlfl(OM), while at Mumrills a vessel had contained sweet wine 
(GLVKTVS (OINOS)) and another at Carpow a special medicinal wine for 
chest complaints (rtPAllC). An amphora found i n Tower 16b on the 
Cumberland coast had come from Esurls i n Lusitania and had contained 
something that was unsalted, probably olives (iKSULSAlCl). An 
amphora from Brough-on-Noe had contained plums (PRVN[A). Another 
amphora, which was discovered at Caerleon, had contained Aminean wine 
(AMIBE); t h i s was a high quality white wine whioh kept well. 

Excavation at Dura produced similar evidence for the food. A 
dipinto on one ja r and a g r a f f i t o on another seem to indicate the name 
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of a soldier and the number of measures of white grain he had received 
for his rations. A dipinto on a sherd found i n the palace of the dux 
shows that the vessel had been sent from the village of Banabel and had 
probably contained wine sent as part of the annona. G r a f f i t i scratched 
on the walls round the pantry there mention hay and a l i s t of dates i n 
inverse order, another i s a receipt for two different amounts of barley 
and also oorn and contained at least thirty-seven t a l l i e s below i t , 
another records payment for new cheeses and another type of cheese. 

The diet of the Roman soldiers also included f r u i t and nuts. I t 
w i l l be remembered that Vegetius had advised that i f there was the 
prospect of a siege, large quantities of f r u i t of various sorts should 
be collected and stored for food. This i s perhaps best i l l u s t r a t e d 
i n peace-time at Vindonissa, a legionary fortress for most of the f i r s t 
century A.D. The garrison there ate apples, pears, plums, cherries, 
peaches, grapes, and elderberries) nut kernels discovered there 
included the sweet ohestnut, walnut, hazelnut, and beechnut. At 
Saalburg, where the garrison was oohors I I Raetorum _o R from the reign 
of Hadrian onwards, the following f r u i t stones and nut kernels were founds 
plum, damson, wild cherry, peaoh, walnut, and hazelnut. A l l these 
plants grow quite happily i n the area today, although the walnut and 
peach would require a south-faoing slope; presumably they were also 
grown locally i n the Roman era. In B r i t a i n an amphora of plums was 
sent probably from Spain to Brough-on-Noe. The troops at Newstead 
ate hazelnuts and i t i s known that the hazel was indigenous there i n 
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Roman times and so the nuts were presumably acquired l o c a l l y ; i t i s 
also known that brambles and wild strawberries grew near Newstead and 
the remains have been found i n the f o r t . The troopb at Bar H i l l ate 
walnuts (probably grown locally because they were stunted) and hazelnuts. 
The legionaries at Holt ate hazelnuts and sloes, both of which were 
probably picked l o c a l l y ; the troops at Slack ate hazelnuts, those at 
Castleshaw hazelnuts and sloes. The auxiliary txoops manning the f o r t 
at Caersws ate cherries and blackberries; although the l a t t e r may well 
have been picked l o c a l l y , i t I B known that the cherry was introduced to 
Br i t a i n by the Romans and so i n t h i s instance may ^ e l i have been sent 
to the foxt as part of the annona. Frontmus records that on one 
occasion i n the Republic a Roman army had fed a besieged town by f l o a t i n g 
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nuts down stream to i t . 

The Poman army also ate vegetables of several varieties, but by far 
the most common were beans and l e n t i l s . They are mentioned on the l i s t 
of food provided by villages of Egypt for the Roman army i n A.E. 199 
and a receipt on an ostracon, probably of the second half of the second 
century, records that they were supplied to the ala Beraoliana. An 
amphora found at Vindonissa i s shown by i t s t i t u l u s pictus to have 
contained beans. I t w i l l be remembered that Caesar gave his troops 
vegetables.^ 

Archaeology has yielded evidence to confirm the l i t e r a r y and 
papyrologioal statements about grain and vegetables. At Castlecary 
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as much as one hundred quarters of wheat were found, at Bibohester the 
charred remains of barley lyin g to a depth of two to three inches were 
discovered i n one gnansry and a lesser quantity i n another; a large 
quantity of blackened wheat was found at Westerwood, perhaps i n a granary* 
AX Hewstead the remains of wheat* chaff, weeds* and barley were 
id e n t i f i e d . Caersws producied unidentified vegetable remains, while 
at Caerleon a considerable variety of grains as well as l e n t i l s and 
horsebeans were imported from the Continent. In the Agricolan granary 
at Ambleside a layer of wheat was found i n an area measuring twenty-five 
feet by six feet and i t was three inches deep. At Fapcastle wheat was 
discovered i n an area measuring twelve yards by two yards and i n places 
i t was two feet deep. Similar finds have been made abroad: wheat at 
Saalburg, large quantities of wheat and a vegetable that was probably 
peas at Hofheim, and peas, l e n t i l s , and carrots at Vindonissa. A 
cabbage stalk was discovered i n the late f o r t at Chesterholm; presumably 
t h i s vegetable must have been growi i n B r i t a i n before then too. 
Clearly grain was kept i n the granaries which were specially designed 
to maintain an even cool temperature. Other foods might well be kept 
there; at V^donissa amphorae were re-used as a sort of larder to keep 
food cool. At Bichborough there was a special wine cellar m which 
oysters were also kept. At some legionary fortresses such as In c h t u t h i l 
and tfeuss the main roads were lined with stores buildings. I t i s quite 
clear that the soldiers received a reasonable amount of fresh f r u i t and 
vegetables. There i s only one recorded instance of a Roman army 
suffering from sourvy; t h i s occured i n A.D. 16 when the troops of 
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Germanious had been operating i n the marshes and forests of Germany and 
lat e r sailed home; obviously i t was then impossible to obtain supplies 
of fresh f r u i t and vegetables i n su f f i c i e n t quantity. Pliny the Elder 
reoords that the troops were cured by taking a decoction of dock and an 
inscription on the lidiojf a medicine box at the f o r t of Haltern records 
that i t contained t h i s very preparation (e radice Britannioa).^ 1 

One of the most interesting finds was at Caerleon. In a store hut 
i n the m i l i t a r y annexe dated to the Flavian era and ly i n g south of the 
fortress the eaibomsed remains of various grains ana other vegetable-
matter were discovered amounting to about one l i t r e i n a l l t cultivated 
barley and also a l i t t l e wild barley, spelt, rye, and wheat, while both 
cultivated and wild oats were found, apparently as weeds rather than 
food, and also l e n t i l s , horsebeans, and various weeds. Most of these 
weeds were not indigenous to B r i t a i n and so must have been imported with 
the cereals; i t seems probable that the Romans introduced both the 
l e n t i l s and rye with the intention of growing them. There was good 
evidence to show that germination i n the grain had been deliberately 
induced and then, as the next stage i n the process of malting, the germ 
was to be k i l l e d by mild roasting; unfortunately the roasting, probably 
using straw, got out of hand and the store hut was set on f i r e . Clearly 
beer (cerveBa) must have been a favourite drink of Roman troops; the 
discharged miles of the olassis Germanious at the close of the f i r s t 
century who decided to become a negotiator oervesarius, knew how large 
the m i l i t a r y market was; many soldiers must have had the same philosophy 
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about l i f e as T.' Cissonius, a veteran of legio 7 Gallioa, whose epitaph 
was dum v i x i , b i b i libenter; b i b i t e vos qui v i v i t i s . I t may perhaps 

AO 
be translated! 

pWhile l i v i n g , I'm drinking, 
Now I'm dead, you drink instead. H 

Wherever a unit of the Soman army settled f o r any length of time 
traders and others would soon come to provide the troops with some of 
the amenities that the service did not provide. This i s true of the 
army of the Republic and Caesar no less than that of the Prinoipate. 
In A.D. 69 the extra-mural settlement outside Vetera could be described 
as i n modum munioipii. while i n A.D. 131 Arrian commented on the settlement 
outside Phasis composed of veterans and traders. Archaeology has 
revealed traces of shops and taverns i n the canabae or vicus outside 
almost every f o r t , i n which the men on garrison could purchase t h e i r 
luxuries i n food and other items; Hadrian i s reported to have been 
s t r i c t about the plaoes for eating and drinking outside the f o r t s , while 
Pronto records of the army of the East that i t had spent more time i n the 
beer-gardens than i n oamp. A painting i n a thermopolium i n the street 
of Mercury at Pompeii depicts a soldier with a lance wearing a long cloak 
and holding i n his outstretched hand a very t a l l glass; he says to the 
innkeeper, who i s about to pour something into t h i s , 'Just a dash of 
water! • (da fridam pusiHum 

Just as the small traders provided the extras f o r the personal 
consumption and use of the soldiers, so i n peace-time contracts for 
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providing certain supplies i n bulk may well have been awarded to c i v i l i a n 
merchants. This can be clearly seen, f o r example, i n the provision of 
supplies of coarse pottery for the army and probably also for certain 
items i n the diet of the soldiers. This i s well i l l u s t r a t e d i n the 

i 

t h i r d oentury when a strong connection can be shown between merchants 
bringing i n wine from Aquitania to York; Aurelius Lunaris and Verecundius 
Diogenes probably had contracts f o r supplying wine i n large wooden 
barrels for the army of Lower B r i t a i n . This system may well have been 
employed even e a r l i e r , because casks almost certainly for wine have been 
discovered at Newstead and Bar H i l l and many other f o r t s . The wording 
on the stamps branded on the barrels at Aquinoum almost oertamly proves 
that the wine (three casks each capable of containing some thirteen 
hundredweight of wine) was sent by merchants under contract. Similarly, 
supplies of olive o i l i n the f i r s t and second centuries were probably 
sent from Spam to Britain under contract. The negotiatores salsari 
leguminari ( i f that i s the correct expansion) may well have supplied 
the troops at Vmdonissa with t h e i r vegetables.^ 

I t i s clear that a large number of men i n eaoJi unit of the Roman 
army would be ooncerned i n some way with the collection or di s t r i b u t i o n 
of food supplies f o r the troops or with making the necessary charges, 
payments, and records. The overall responsibility, according to 
Vegetius, rested with the general, as has already been quoted. He 
elsewhere states that the legatus legionis was responsible f o r the food 
supply for his men, as well as for weapons, horses, and clothing. 
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The importance of this task i s also emphasised by Macer; they are both 

probably drawing on Tarruntenus Paternue as their source* Among the 

duties of a commanding officer ares 

"To be present at the meal times of the soldiers, to test the 
quality of the food, to keep the quartermasters from cheating.." 

There i s supporting evidence for the commander's responsibility of 

frumentationibus oommilitonum interesse t frumentum probare, mensores 

fraudem coeroere. A fragmentary l e t t e r from the governor of Syria to 

the commander of oohore XX Palmyrenorum dated oA.D. 216 gave instructions 

concerning the prescribed regulations that were to be observed over the 

unit's frmnentatioj i t appears to conclude with references to supplying, 

ute n s i l s , a measure of f i v e , corn, s i c k l e s , and sieves. Inscriptions 

mention legionaries who held the rank of mensor frumenti and also mensor 

t r i t i c i , vho were the quartermasters responsible for measuring out the 

corn or wheat ration to the soldiers. Archaeology provides examples 

of the utensils used. A bronze weight discovered in the Danube had the 

name of legio 1 I t a l i o a on the top with the weight (X) end on the side 

an inscription stating that L. Julius Lucilianus had examined and 

c e r t i f i e d that the weight was correct* A bronze steelyard found at 

Wroxeter had been used by three different centuries; a steelyard and 

weights were found at Newetead. The modius discovered at Carvoran may 

have been used to allooate food to centuries. 

Various receipts show that soldiers could receive supplies from 

other soldiers whose normal job i t was to arrange t h i s . Although 

receipts were normally issued individually or to one officer on behalf 
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of his men, they were sometimes collected together. An example has -l 

survived of the receipt-book for the ala Veterana Gallioa. This i s a 

r o l l containing sixty-seven-i*6ceipts issued by various members of that 

unit to L. Julius Serenus, the sumrnus curator; each'man acknowledges 

or faenanum). ^ The receipts were l i s t e d i n ohronological order from 

9th January to 10th A p r i l , A.D. 179* A typical example i s quotedt 

"Heliodorus, son of Serenustrooper in the a l a Qallioa. i n 
the 1 troop of Ammbnianue, and Julius Serenus, trooper i n the 
same troop of the same'ala, to Serenus, summus curator* 
We-have received i n advance from you on setting out for I'x 
Buoolia our hay allowance being twenty-five denarii each 
on 18th January, A.L. 179* I» Achilles, trooper i n the 
same ala in the troop of Herodianus, have written for them 
at their request, because Heliodorus writes with d i f f i c u l t y . 
(Signed) I , Heliodorus, have received i t as aforesaid." 

In three instances acknowledgement i s made for the receipt of opulum 

of ten denarii eight obols.^ 

A soldier who describes himself as procurator gives a receipt to 

conductorlbus fenarig for hay supplied by them) i t i s i n very poor 

Latin and this has resulted, i n the past in some d i f f i c u l t i e s of interpret* 

ation. However, the t i t l e procurator i s quite unofficial} i t i s not 

a military rank nor has i t anything to do with the Imperial Proouratorial 

service. Here i t quite clearly means that Serenus was responsible 

for managing the distribution of supplies to his turma; i t may well 

be that this duty was later assigned to a man whose rank was curator. 

four of whom are attested in the same ala half a century late r . The 

conduotores appear to have been soldiers whose duty i t was to collect 

eceiving his hay allowance ( Kp«i6Ti$ (misspelling of y^«6TTt$j 
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provisionsj as they are here described as f e n a r i i , i t would appear that 

others would collect other supplies. The papyrus readst 

"Serenus, acting as food supervisor of the ala Veterana 
GalIlea, the troop of Eonatianus, to the o f f i c i a l s collecting 
hay supplies. I have accepted delivery of the hay for the 
men in my troop for the month of June and I have reoeived the 
freight-money for myself) there are thirty troopers. 

• A.D. 130." 

The names of the thirty troopers f o l l o w . ^ 

The examples already quoted show that i n the case of a u x i l i a r i e s , 

food and fodder were normally collected from c i v i l i a n s "by ordinary 

soldiers dispatched on a particular occasion to do so, although there 

were some soldiers permanently assigned to organising the collection of 

food. Hovever, i t appears that more soldiers were permanently assigned 

to making errangoments for the food supplies of a legion. This must 

have been the original function of the legionary described as a frumentarm 

before he took on the additional responsibilities of police work, and 

Hirtius uses this term for men whose job i t was to convey corn in 51 B.C. 

According to the l i s t of duties that took men away from the legionary 

camp at Nicopolis T. Plavius Celer l e f t with tho frumentarii (exit cum 

frum[entaniB) on 15th June, A.D. 83, and did not return before 29th 

August. I f the frumentarii were not organised into a special corps 

u n t i l the second century, perhaps by Hadrian, presumably on t h i s 

occasion they were being employed i n their original capacity; Celer 

had e a r l i e r been employed at the granery at Neapolis. In the early 

second century Seinpiomus Clemens, a frmnent&rius, delivered a l e t t e r . 

As the frmnenLaxn vould have travelled widely while arranging the 
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supplies of food, they would be in an admirable position to report-on 

anything unusual they came across in the course of their work or to 
48 

deliver l e t t e r s . 

The normal peace-time arrangemyntE concerning the supply of food 

to a unit can best he seen from the t i l e b of cohors XX Palmyrenorum. 

According to the great roster of A.D. 222 the centurion Julius Mananus 

was assigned ad frumjentmn) and was engaged in procuring grain for the 

unit or perhaps supervising existing stores; a pedes may havo been on 

the same task. The correspondence f i l e of Postucius Aurelianus shows 

that some personnel were away obtaining frumentum late in A.D. 216. 

In A.P. 222 two equites were assigned to collecting food (ad pen(urn) 

comp(arandum))t which was presumably not corn but other items, and 

perhaps two peditos were similarly engaged. An eques nay hrive been on 

a similar mission m A.D. 219* Men were also engaged on the collection 

of barley. In the morning report of 29th Mai^n, cA.D. 233, v&rious 

soldiers including several eomtes were sent, to oollect barley (ad 

hord(emn) oomparandum). \ihil© various infantrymen were sent as an escort 

( i n prosec(utionem) hordietor(ura)). The roster of A.D. 219 mentions a 

pedeB acting as escort to men collecting barley (in proseq hord), that 

of A.D. 222 an eques on escort duty. The l a t t e r may also mention a 

pedes who was a ho]rdiat[or. A strength report of A.D. 250 shows that 

an infantryman was away on a mission concerned with the collection of 

barley. However, senior cavalrymen generally seem to have superintended 

the supply of barleyt a deourlo. duplicarlus. and eanes with twenty-six 

file:///ihil�
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years 1 service i n A.D. 219* a duplioarius in A.2). 222} m A.D. 225 a 

deonno and an eauea gave a reoeipt for money issued to them to purchase 

barley (IjlH. a.yopCei[s K f Q ^ ^ l s ) * 1x1 A*^' 2 1 9 a pedea seems 

to have been involved with a ship containing barley. A roster of cA.D. 

251 seems to aention epulum, while the correspondence f i l e of Poatumius 

Aurelianus may mention men away obtaining supplies of epulum and penua; 
49 

presumably epulum was better food for a speoial occasion. 

A couplex but fragmentary document from Egypt dated to the third 

century, perhaps to xhe time of Severus Alexander, i s m part very similar 

to a morning report. Tn places i t c l e a r l y has references to food and 

the collection of i t : one piece begins with what i s probably a Greek 

abbreviation for a measure of gram followed by c i v i t a t i s Fa[ with 

3g[i]vitatibus in xhe following l i n e , and i t presumedly refers to various 

o i v i l i a n authorities supplying the army with amounts of food; a l i t t l e 

1 ater primorum frvtT refers to f rumen turn or frumentatio and i n the 

following line there i s a reference to spelt or some coarse grain '' 

(f]arricam). Another part apparently refers to a distribution of grain 

( s i t i r a s e i a derived from *t-Tv\pG€*-0\£ which may also be mentioned again 

(Design).** 0 

Other papyri refemng to Egypt give further information. Here the 

corn was sent .from the countryside to the government granaries in parts 

of Alexandria at Neapolis and Merourium. The legionaries stationed in 

the eastern suburbs of the c i t y at Nioopolis seem to have drawn their 
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supplxes of oorn from these two granaries and the rest of i t was then 
shipped to Rome; soldiers are often recorded as leaving for or returning 
from duty at one or other of the two.granaries. In one instance i t 
seems that the legionary was dispatohed thexe to do c l e r i c a l work; in 
the others i t i s not known whether the troops were involved only with 
the supply of food to their camp or i f they were being seoonded to 

i . 

non-military employmentsr.r~,kz.guard roster dating to the l a t e r part of, 

Hero'B reign mentions men returning a frmnento HeapolGis. The Individual 

f i l e s recording the length and nature of duties that took men away from 

the camp i n the l a s t quarter of the f i r s t century reveal that Eufus was 

sent to Neapolis twice, the f i r s t time apparently as a shorthand clerk 

on the instructions of the praefectus castrorum, and to Herourium once, 

Valens onoe to Mercurium, Celer onoe to Beapolis and l a t e r CUB frumCenterii 

The duty roster for A.D. 87 records that on 3rd October M. Domitius 

exit [ad frume]ntum Heapoli. In the opening years of the second century 

Claudius Terentianus wrote and told his father that he had been ordered 
• 

to go down from Hloopolie to Neapolis on duty, but had been unable to 
51 

do so beoause of i l l n e s s . 

The large amount of food that each unit received i n any year - the 

oorn alone would eas i l y amount to more than one hundred tons for the 

comparatively small oohors ptditata quingenaria - means that highly 

detailed records would have to be kept. They would involve the 

collection, storage, and delivery of provisions to each unit, as well as 

deta i l s of reoeipts for money given. As part of the cost of food was 
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deduoted from a soldier*s pay, ae the ,pay records of Proculus, Cermanus, 
and Quadratus show, quite c l e a r l y detailed records of the amount of 
money each individual spent on food would have to he made and receipts v 

> issued* 

Among the immunes leglonie l i s t e d by Tarruntenus Paternus are ' 

horreorum l i b r a r i i t they presumably were responsible for co-ordinating 
, * 

and f i l i n g a l l the numerous documents and receipts for the collection, 

storage, and distribution of the food i n the granaries and worked i n J ' 

conjunction witn the mensorea. In 1fche granaries at Uewstead were 

excavated two small rooms (one of which was heated bp a hypocaust) and 

on the floor of a granary at Ribohester was found an iron stylus; perhaps 

' these were the offices and the pen of the horreorum l i b r a r i i respectively. 
a l a Heraoliana kept copies of a l l the amounts of barley contributed 

by the various villages to the year*8 supply. In an ala the appropriate 

reoords were kept by a curatori he i s sometimes called curator turmae, 

which would imply that there was one to each troop, and no le s s than 

four are mentioned i n the receipt-book of the a l a feterana Callioa. I n 

th i s the receipts were made out to a summus curator, L. Julius Serenus. 

who l a t e r became a decurioi i t would thus seem that the summus curator _ ~, 
was a senior SCO with administrative duties rather l i k e a quartermaster* 

> 

- From the career of C. Julius Sexter the curator turmae appears to have 

been a junior poet, probably a supply clerk under the summus curator. 

On 27th March, oA.D. 233, there were two ouratores standing watch at 

the signa at Sural perhaps a cohors eauitata had a ourator to each turma 
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also. Cross-reoords were clearly also kept, some of the individual 

summarised. 

In dealing with guard duty Vegetius s t a t e s i 

"Another important duty of the general i s to provide for the 
protection of pastures, the convoy of corn, the provision of 
vater, wood, and fodder; this can only he achieved by posting 
detachments i n suitable positions along the line s of transport* n 

Elsewhere he states that supplies of food are to be taken to suitable 

armed posts by proseoutores. I t i s clear that i n time of war i t was 

necessary that supplies of food should be moved in armed convoys; 

accordingly there are references to this practices i n 38 B.C. Herod sent 

food to Roman foroes with an escort of five Soman and five Jewish cohorts 

plus cavalry to protect the food convoy. Large quantities of food 

might well be sent down great r i v e r s with an esoort of cavalry patrolling 

on the banks. Even i n time of peace i t was sensible to send food i n 

oonvoys with an escort % the references to oohors XX Palmyrenorum cited 

above show how various soldiers were detailed to act as escort to others 

who were engaged i n collecting food supplies. There i s a st r i k i n g 

p a r a l l e l over a oentury e a r l i e r t Pliny as governor of Bitbynia added 

two cavalrymen tutelae causa to a party of infantrymen under an 

assistant procurator who were going to oollect corn. A r e l i e f from 

Strasbourg shows a legionary soldier driving a wagon loaded with food 
53 

and pulled by two mules.' 

receipts from Pselois carry at the bottom the instruotions TOic 

•tth$ KOt/pexTOPtft and o f t e n have t h e amount or 
52 
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Many details of how the Roman army would provide a detachment with 

supplies are given by ostraoa from Pselcis i n Egypt. These receipts 

f a l l into two categories, those for oorn and those for other rations. 

Corn was regularly issued by an optioi Asolepiades, whose t i t l e i n f u l l 

corn for each soldier was regularly one artaba per month, but no price 

i s ever quoted. This i s because corn formed a basic part of a soldierls 

diet and he received a fixed amount (hence i t did not have to be given 

on the reoeipt) and the cost of this was regularly deducted from his 

pay. An o f f i c i a l whose t i t l e i s variously Bpelt, but who seems to have 

been called tttJfapift-Tivp was responsible for issuing a l l rations (except 

cor^ (tup*ptov} and the receipts mostly l i s t wine. As wine, unlike 

oorn, does not appear to have been issued as a fixed part of their 

military rations, the reoeipts for i t give the amount and cost, so that 

the appropriate deductions oould be made from eaoh individual soldier's 

pay. I t i s quite clear that the cost of the wine was deducted from 

the pay. Presumably the individual soldier had the option of purchasing 

as much wine as he himself required from the o f f i c i a l supplies, or even, 

i f he so wished, of writing home and asking his family to send him some. 

The optio i t d e a r l y a military HCO seconded to a speoific task, the 
54 

oibariator was probably a c i v i l i a n working for the procurator. 

i s often given as oirriusv SlTOtf j the amount of 

The reoeipts belong to a detachment of auxiliary infantrymen, 

cavalrymen, and camel-drivers stationed at Pselois on outpost duty; 

most are made out by privates and troopers, but a few HCOs are also 
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mentioned, three optionee, two armornm ouetodea and te a a e r a r i l . and one 

signlfer and eornicen. The receipts, which belong to the second half 

of the second century, follow a standard form* they give the name, rank, 

and subunit of the individual, and the name of the o f f i c i a l to whom the 

receipt was issued) the amount and value of the supplies received are 

then stated; i f the man was i l l i t e r a t e , someone else had to write and 

sign for himt^ 

"Marcus Aurelius Asolepiades Rerminus, i n the century of 
Alexander, to Petromus, commissariat o f f i o i a l . 
X have reoeived from you one oolophonion of wine valued at two 
denarii» two drachmas. 
I,-Marcus Aurelius Horion Serapion, have written on his behalf, 
as he i s i l l i t e r a t e . 
3th August, A.D. 180." 

The com was issued by Asolepiades, o v r i m v T a ^ A n i / t v ^ ffiroij 

and about a score of receipts have survived. Bach soldier gave him 

a receipt to the effect that he had zeoeived his one artaba of oomt < 

"Marcus Aurelius Julius Heracleianus, private, in the century 
of Tithoeus, to Asolepiades, optio aoting as receiver of corn. 
I have received from you my corn for the month of Deoember, 
one artaba. 
I , J u l i u s Heraoleides, have written t h i s . 
20th November, A.D* 180." 

t 

M. Aurelius Isldorus, because he was an optio and therefore a duplioarius, 
56 

reoeived twice as much corn, which was taken to him by a soldier. 

There are some f i f t y examples of receipts made out to various 

oibariatores% a man called PetroniuB reoeived eighteen, Alexander nine, 

and Hermlnus, Isidorus, Hierax, Copras, and -thus one each, while in 

the other oases no name i s either mentioned or preserved. With one 
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exception the oibariator deals with the issue of vine only, either 

providing i t , generally at a stated cost, or giving money to the soldiers 

to purchase i t themselves. The amount of wine Issued i s often determined 

by the vessel i n which i t was contained, either a TfiKtptpov o r a 

Kb\ft^oviOv; unfortunately, the capacity of neither i s known. The 

fact that two separate measures were used and also that the price for 

the same amount varies, suggests that different types of wine were 

purohaBed. In every instance, with one exception that i s abnormal i n 

other ways, the purchase was of wine, not vln ordinaire. In most oases 

the price was settled at the timet 

"Hepheros, son of Hepheros, optio. to Alexander, oommiBs&riat 
o f f i c i a l . 
I have received from you one triple-oeramon of wine valued at 
three denarii, twenty obols. 
16th March, A.D. 178." 

"Julius Germanus, private, i n the century of Sabinus, to 
Petronius, commissariat o f f i c i a l . 
I have reoeived from you two oolophonions of wine valued at 
four denarii, 15 obols, to t a l 4 denarii, 15 obols. 
27th August, A.D. 177*" 

In some cases the wine was issued but the price was l e f t undetermined 

for the momentt 

"Julius Nilus, trooper i n the troop of Longinus, to 
Alexander, commissariat o f f i c i a l . 
I have reoeived from you one colophonion of wine, not yet 
valued. 
I , B-. tesserariuB, have written on his behalf, 
[date]," 

In other instances the soldier was given money to purchase his own 

wine i 
"Aurelius Eudaemon, private, i n the century of Cassianus, 
to Petronius, commissariat o f f i c i a l . 
I have reoeived from you for the oost of a oolophonion of 
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wine, two denarii, eight obols* 
27th August, A.D. 177.n 

In only one instance i s the nib»i»tatM» not concerned solely with wine* 

"Priscue Faulus, trooper, i n the troop of Hermmus, to itpollos, '" 
commissariat o f f i c i a l * 
I have received from you for the cost of l e n t i l s , s a l t , and 
vin ordinaire four denarii, eight ohols* 
29th Augustus, A.D. 163." 

This i s also the only instance where a cibariator issues vin ordinaire _ 

(o§oj ) instead of wine (olv&j). 5 7 

I t i s clear that the cost of the wins was i n fact deducted from the. 

soldier's pay. At the bottom of several of the ostraoa instructions 

are given to the various olerks (TOIJ Ai^o/toi^ or T&tj KovpftTopCtJ 

to make the appropriate deduction, the avount of which 1B often given, 

preceded by a sign ( H ) ; t h i s sign and amount are sometimes given on 

their own, sometimes after the reference to the clerks 1 

"Didymus, son of Pachomius, to Alexander, commissariat o f f i c i a l . 
I have received from you for the cost of wine 4 denarii. 
5th January, A.D. 178* 
I have wxitten t h i s . 
To the olerks, 4 denarii." 

The additions are taken to refer to the sums being entered on the pay 

accounts of the individuals. A principalis with his higher rate of 

pay could afford to mix his drinks i**® 

"Asolepiades, soa of Demonros, oornloen. i n the century of 
Olympos, to Isidoros Bierax, oommissariat o f f i c i a l . 
I have received from you one oolophonion of wine and one 
triple-oeramon not yet valued. 
10th A p r i l , A.D. 182* 
I , J u l i u s , have written t h i s . * 
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A common way in which many soldiers supplemented the diet provided 

by the army was by getting additional food from their r e l a t i v e s . In the 

early second century Claudius Terentianus wrote to his father Tiberianus 

to thank him for sending two large loaves and some dates. A l i t t l e 

l a t e r he wrote to his s i s t e r Tasouchariont 

"Take every step to provide me with two ceramons - of the 
biggest size - of olyra and an artaba of radish-oil. I 
sent you the marjoram with the o i l . " 

Olyra i s a type of grain and o i l of radishes was used as a substitute 

for olive o i l . Be also asked for some fresh asparagus to be sent to 

him. Another soldier, who freely admitted that he had spent a l l h is 

money on a mule-cart, wrote i n the third century and asked his mother for 

money, o i l , and clothing. He said that Valerius's mother had sent him 

money, o i l , and a basket of meat. In the time of Trajan Satornilos 

wrote to his mother thanking her for his monthly allowance and a basket 
59 

of olives; would she please send an extra j a r for his friend. 

On the road from Coptos to the Red Sea some three score of l e t t e r s 

written on ostraoa by soldiers have been found at W&di FawSkhir (Arabic 

for pottery). The auxiliary troops, who included a centurion and 

several oavalrymen, formed a small poet garrisoned inhhuts around the 

well) they guarded the important trade route and also the quarry and gold 

mine. The l e t t e r s provide a unique insight into Roman military l i f e i n 

a remote post; nearly a l l the l e t t e r s are concerned with food, which was 

sent by wagon and also carried by oavalrymen. Some of the soldiers had 

found camp-wivest F&pirius wrote to Demetrous hoping that she and the 
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chlldren were in good health, eomeone sent his regards to Philotera, 
and Philocles wrote to Soiphis, while Rustius Barbarus informed his 
friend Pompeius that he was going to get married) such marriages were, 
of course, u n o f f i c i a l . 

Valerius wrote to Julius about the purchase of barley) lupercus had 

sent straw to Llcinius and hoped to receive o i l i n return and had also 

sent a salad plant called purslane) Rufus had sent Silvanus o i l ) 

someone said that he had reoeived eight s l i c e s of salted f i s h but that 

Clemens had not reoeived one artaba of barley, a j a r of mustard, or three 

matia of onions, but that the writer had i n fact reoeived a bundle of 

oabbages) another anonymous person wrote to Terentins and Attious that 

he had reoeived a bundle of radishes (a type used as a purge or emetic) 

and was sending gourds and citron* Antonius ProeuHiB; wrote to Valerianus 

to say that he had been hunting a l l species of wild animals and birds 

and had sent his oatohes to him v i a Cerealis; on the back of th i s l e t t e r 

gardening i s mentioned. Someone and Apollinarius wrote to Priaous to 

acknowledge reoeipt of a bundle of cabbage and a bunch of eating-grapes. 

Someone sent an empty bag with apologies for not having found anything 

to put In I t , while someone alse asked for fodder to feed his horse 

plus half an artaba of somatfiiag and QOndimgntsoi Thermouthis asked 

Orion to draw the other half artaba of com from the granary, add half 

a matlon to i t , and send i t to Menandros. Longinus had received 

several matia of muBtard and asked his friend to buy him half a conglus 

of radish-oil and the same amount of something else. Castor Chesthotes 

asked his friend to give the soldier Paplrius who delivered the l e t t e r 
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as muoh vine as he wanted and also some l i t t l e sacks, presumably with 

food inside them. Harbekis had reoeived kidney-beans and probably other 

vegetables) Capito was sending S i l u r i u s Priscus five artabae of something) 

Parabolos asked Zosimes and Sohyras to send an artaba of barley* 

Papirius sent s i x obols to Deraetrous i n payment for vegetables that had 

been seat. Turannis asked his father Antomus to get him an artaba of 

barley) reference i s also apparently made to tunny f i s h (small ones) 

and a panacea. Someone wrote to Niger mentioning a vine-measure and 

a suoking pig, Valerius mentioned an artaba of barley and cooonuts, 

an anonymous person cabbage and perhaps f l a t f i s h , while Geraanus i s 

apparently mentioned i n connection with vegetables, and someone else i n 

connection v i t h cooked fish**** 

The most interesting of the l e t t e r s are a set of five from Bustius 

Barbarus to hie friend Pompeius. I n a fragmentary one he mentions 

bread and a basket, i n another bread and s a l t * However, the other three 

are better preserved• 

"Dear Pompeius, 
Why on earth haven't you written back to me i f you 

reoeived the loaves? I sent you 15 loaves by Popilius and 
Dutuporis and also 15 loaves - and a j a r - by Draco, the 
carter. You used up four a a t i a . I sent you 6 loaves by 
Thiadices, the trooper, vho said he could take them. 
Please get some weights - as beautiful as possible - made 
for my personal use and write to me so that i n payment for them 
X oan make you some bread or send you the money, whichever 
you prefer* 

I want you to know that I'm getting married* As soon 
as I am, I ' l l write to you straight away to come. 

Tours, 
HustiuB Barbarus* 

F.S* Regards to - l i u s * " 
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Presumably Rustius wanted the pondera for baking, which he c l e a r l y 

enjoyed* His marriage, of course, would not be o f f i c i a l . Unfortunately 

the l e t t e r of Fompeius which provoked the following reply from Rustius, 

has not been preserved* 

"Dear Pompeius, 
F i r s t of a l l I pray that you are i n good health. 
Why do you write me such a nasty letter,? Why do you< 

think that I am so thoughtless? I f you did not send me the 
green vegetables so quickly, must I immediately forget your 
friendship? I'm not l i k e that or thoughtless either. I 
think of you not as a pal but as a twin brother, the same 
fle s h and blood. I t ' s a term that I give you quite often 
in my l e t t e r s , but you think of me in a different l i g h t . 

I have received bunohes of cabbage and one oheese. I 
have sent you by Arrianus, the. trooper,, a box inside which i s 
one cake and a denarius ( ? ) wrapped in a small cloth. 

Please buy me a matium of s a l t and send i t to me without 
delay, because I want to bake some bread. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rustius Barbarus." 

The opening line or two of the l a s t l e t t e r i s l o s t , but the hand i s 

c l e a r l y that of Rustiust 

"....for I will, give for him to bring....I have received 1 
bunch of beetroot and you write to me about [ ] and s a l t i f 
I need any••••Because I need i t on a holiday and I have sent 
you an o i l j a r to send me 6 ootyli of o i l , either castor-oil 
or radish-oil* 

Take oare to write and t e l l me the oost, to you} Soc, 
that I can pay you l i k e a pal. T e l l Serapias that i f she 
wants to receive 15 denarii,, I ' l l bring them to her. 

Regards to Sertonus. 
Tours, 

Rustius Barbarus. n 

Apparently Rustius was preparing some special fare for a meal to be 

eaten quia i n die festo* Special deductions were made from the 

legionaries for saturnalioium k(astrense) and from auxiliary oavalrymen 

for epulunu th i s l a t t e r may be mentioned twice in the f i l e s at Dura. 

In the case of the legionaries the oost for the seven day f e s t i v a l of 

twenty drachmas was exaotly one quarter of the total deductions for food 
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f o r four monthB. Statiua gives a long l i s t of the special dainties 
and f r u i t that c i v i l i a n s ate at the saturnalia* I t i s perhaps worth 
wondering i f the officers waited on the men fo r one day, as i s the custom 

-

of the modern B r i t i s h army on Christmas day and thus giving more point 
to the reactions of the army waiting to oross from Boulogne to invade 

The evidence f o r the m i l i t a r y d i e t , particularly meat, shows that 
the food that the soldier ate was remarkably similar to that of oavilians} 

i 1 ~ i 

there i s no difference, f o r example, between the meat from domestio and 
wild animals, poultry, and f i s h eaten by the legionaries at Vindonissa 
i n the f i r s t century A.£« and that eaten by the c i v i l i a n s at Augusta 
Raurioa, and the evidence of t i t u l i p i c t i f or various other iteme of food 
i s remarkably similar! detailed analysis of the bones discovered at 
the legionary fortress a t Lauriaoum of the second and t h i r d centuries 
A.D. reveals the same preferences f o r beef i n particular and also pork, 
lamb, end goat, as the-civilians i n the nearby town had at the same time. 
The same s i m i l a r i t y can be seen i n the times of meals$ the average 
Boman ate a l i g h t breakfast early and a large meal i n the evening, as i s 
s t i l l the practice on the Continent today* Josephus says of the Roman 
army i 

"Each man does not have the r i g h t to have his dinner or breakfast 
at whatever time he fanoies, but they a l l eat together*'" 

As neither Josephus nor Polybius mentions the preparation or eating of, 
breakfast i n t h e i r descriptions of the army of the Empire and ^ p u b l i c 
breaking camp i n the morning, the obvious answer must /be that breakfast \ 
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was not substantial) Folynaeus records that the troops of Scipio ate a 
oold breakfast early and a hot meal of roast or boiled meat at night. 

* Severus Alexander i s stated to have had his meals with his soldiers 
(prandit atque oenavit). Polybius notes that i t was standard praotioe 
fo r a l l the trumpeters and buglers to sound a o a l l at the ootamander*s " 
tent at supper time, when the night pickets were to take up th e i r posts, 
and Sallust confirms the time. Corbulo informed Tiridates that i t was 
standard procedure i n the Soman army f o r the time of the end of the 
evening meal to be announced by a bucinai i t i s interesting that the 
word he uses f o r the main meal of the day i s convlvlma. Similarly, 
the Jews i n A.3. 70 planned to attaok units of the army besieging 
Jerusalem at about the eleventh hour of the day, when they expected the 
men would be o f f t h e i r guard and seeing to t h e i r meal. The soldier 
hero of the tale related by Eumolpue had wine and food f o r hie oenula. 
which he was to have i n the early evening and which was su f f i c i e n t to 
feed two starving women a l s o . ^ 

During the course of t h i s chapter references have been made to the 
fodder needed for the animals; here xt w i l l be convenient merely to 
summarise the evidence. The survey to report on the various foods given 
as payment i n kind towards the maintenance of the army of Egypt i n A.D. 
199 mentions hay several times (including one reference to 8,000 bundles 
of old hay) and other fodder orops. Hen occasionally ate barley, but 
mostly as a punishment, and hay was also used as bedding. However, i n 
these contexts they are mostly f o r fodderj t h i s would be needed mostly 
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by the alae and to a lesser extent the oohortes egmtatae to feed t h e i r 
horses, hut i t must he remembered that even leglonB and oohortes peditatae 
would require a certain amount for the various draught- and baggage-
animals they kept and i n the former case f o r the one hundred and twenty 
equites legionis plus any horses kept f o r officers f o r ceremonial 
occasions. From Egypt a document dated to A.D, 185 referring to the 
ala Heraellana states that i t needed 20,000 artahae of oarley a year or 
1,400,000 pints, which would weigh 625 tons or one ton per horse per 
annum4 there i s a series of receipts issued by various personnel of t h i s 
regiment ax t h i s time who were collecting various amounts of barley 
towards the t o t a l . A receipt f o r barley towards the amount needed by 
the ala Qallioa i n A.B. 191 i s similar. A l e t t e r from the f i l e s of 
cohere XX Falmyrenorum i n A.D. 221 requests the tribune to see to i t that 
barley was supplied eqmtibus s i y t e ] aullonlb[us] who vera i n a 
v e x l l l a t i o n at Appadana} here again i t i s probable that the barley was 
f o r the horses and mules rather than the men. The rosters and other 
documents i n the unit*a records show that personnel were frequently 
dispatched for the collection or purchase of barley or to escort those 
doing t h i s . 6 4 

flay oould be provided i n various ways. I n A.I>. 130 Serenus 
acknowledged to the oonduotorlbus fenarle that he had received the fenum 
fo r the t h i r t y riders i n the troop of Sonatianos i n the ala Veterana 
Qallioa, ¥he receipt-book of the same regiment i n A.D. 179 oontained 
sixty-seven receipts issued to the surname curator acknowledging the issue 
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of the hay allowance (yp*Cnj) of twenty-five denarii hut i n three 
instances of epulum of ten denarii eight obols. In A.E. I65 a decurion 
of the ala comn&fanaram issued a receipt for y p o f T t j from c i v i l i a n s . 
On other occasions soldiers reaped the hay themselves« at sometime 
between A.B. 198 and 209 a v e x i l l a t i o n of legio I I I Augusta set up an 
al t a r some f i f t e e n miles from Lambaesis while they were morantes ad 
fenum Beo(andum)f a fragmentary inscription from Lover Germany dated -
to A.P. 190 perhaps indicates that a v e x i l l a t i o n of legio 1 Minervla 
under a signifer were engaged on a similar task (mor(antium) ad fen(urn) 
s3eo(andum) et c^ustodiam) a[fiend(am)) at Iver&heim, which i s eighteen 
miles from Bonn; i n the former case they sere presumably operating on 
the territorium legionia, i n the l a t t e r on the m i l i t a r y estate i n the 
north E i f e l . The m i l i t a r y authorities t r i e d to avoid as much as 
possible situations where the draught-animals had *o he fed on seaweed 
or where a trooper confessed that he had' no fodder to feed his horae.^ 

I t was the intention of the Somas m i l i t a r y authorities that the 

fodder mentioned above should he collected, stored, and issued only 

when i t was needed* Clearly to safeguard these supplies i t was good 

poliey that the horses should he put to graze as much as possible when 

the weather and supplies of grass permitted1 Josephus describes how 

the Boman oavalry used to put t h e i r horses to graze regularly1 

"Some of the cavalry, whenever they went out to collect wood 
or fodder, while they were gathering these supplies, used 
to take the bridles o f f t h e i r horses and turn them loose 
to grase** 

vegetius cautions a commander not to be negligent at night through 
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paeoentium equorum dispersio. Varro recommended that the ..best food 
for horses when i n the meadows was grass, and dry bay when i n s t a l l s or 
stables. a horse used i n the army should be fed morning and afternoon* 
At Newetead an iron peg with a r i n g inserted at one end which was used 
to tether horses or other animals was di&eovered i n the exercise-hall 

66 
and may have been dropped while assembling to go out on manoeuvres. 



CHAPTER V i l l i POOD 
BOTES 

I t 
war - e«£. Caesar, -JUG.,4.32j 5«171 JoBepaus, B.J.,2.528. 
Trajan's - e.g. Cichorius, taf.CX. 
k i t - Cichorius, t a f . I V j TATG, 6-9. 
Josephus - B.J.,3«95» 
pridiftnup - CM 21?.ii.19,31-33. 

2s 
Tacitus - Agr.,22. 
Polybius - 0.39-12-15. 
Caesar's - see helow. 
Calculations - CW2, XX.127-142, reproduced more or less as Appendix 
I I I i n Furneaux and Anderson's second edition of 'Agricola 1 (1922). 
horrea - see previous note, to which should he added the f o r t s 
mentioned below. I t should be noted that HaverfieId mado no 
allowance f o r a central gangway and consequently his figures give 
too large a capacity! there i s thus no need to interpret annuls 
copiie as meaning supplies to last i n effect for two years, which 
i s a very strained interpretation and hardly f i t s the Latin. 
Fendoch - PSAS, LXXIII . 131 . 
Chester - P.H. Thompson, Roman Cheshire, 39t Latomus, LVII .1497. 
I n c h t u t h i l - JRS, LI.160. 
papyrus - P.AmB. 107• 
625 - I have found by experiment that one pint of barley weighs 
one pound avoirdupois exactly. 
Poly Mas - l o c . o i t . 
d aily consumption - CW^Loo.cltt HHW, 272. 

3* 
Hadrian - SHA, Hadr.,10| cf.Alex. ,51,61. 
Fumidie - V I I I TB042 Bb - XW~24Rl. 
Avidiue - SflA, Avia . .5» 
Pescennius - SHA, Pesc.,10. 
buoellatum - cf.Ammianus, 17*8.2. 
Galba - Suetonius, Galb . , 7 . 
aoetum - when various items were added to aceturn, i t was used as 
vinegar f o r preserving purposes. Columella states that acetum 
was manufactured ex vino vapido. I think that 'vinegar' as a 
translation i s wrong, as i t conveys the wrong impression i n English. 
On the analogy of the usage of the modern I t a l i a n s , I have adopted 
the translation *vin ordinaire*. I t i s perhaps worth noting that 
I f O f i n Greek f i r s t means a ooarse wine and later vinegar made 
from the coarse wine. 
Christ - HT, Matt..27.48% Marc, 15*36i Luc.23.36; Joan., 19* 
28-30. 
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4« 
Vegetiua - 3 . 3 . 
Appian - Tber. ,54; cf.Irontinus, Strata ,3«14»3 f o r lack of s a l t . 
Herod - Josephus, Ant.,14.408; cf.B.J..1.299. 
Vegotlus - 4*7. 

5: 
starvation - Caesar, B.G.,7*17*56 are generally cited and the 
passage of ̂ acatua discussed below. 
Aps-cius3 • 1.7.1. 
Scipio - Appian, Ther. ,85. cf.Frontinus, Strat. , £ . 1.1$ 
Polynaeua, Strat.,8.16.2. 
Metollus - Frontinus, Strat.,4.1.2. 
Hadrian - 3HA, Hadr.,10. 
Sallust - Jug. ,297?0-91. 
Polyhlus - 2 . 15 . 
camp - Polybius, 6.31. 
tarro - JUL. ,5.111. 
Corbulo -> Tacitus, A.,14-24* Parker, Legions, 220 incorrectly 
et-itee that t h i s took place at the siege of the town. 
Germanicue - Tacitus, A.,2.24* 

6> 
"Beoause of - Caesar, B.O.,7.17. 
"The army - B.C.,7*56. 
"The men - B.C.,3«47-48. 
Lerida - B.Q.,1.48,52. 

It 
popularity - Suetonius, Jul.,38. 
Soman general - Appian, B.C.,3.49* 
Hirti u s - Frontinus, Strat.,3.14.3-4. 
Herod - Josephus, Ant.,14.408; B.J.,1.299. 
RBdgen - Saalburg Jahrb., 20.46| only groups 61 /19» 6 l / 5 5 a , 
61/41 used as evidence here. 
Hofhelm * B. H i t t e r l i n g , Baa grtthrdmische Lager pel Hofheim. 194-198* 
f e r i a l e - TCS, VII? DPP, 192» P.Dura. 54. 
Josephus - B.J.,7*16. 
Fibohester - H.T. Watkin, Soman Rlbohester, 11 - T.C. Smith and 
J. Shortt, History of Klboheeter. 36. 

8 1 
a d v i o t u m - CLA 71.a.6,17,275 b.6,17,27. of.however the 
restored entries i n CIA 9*6,15.24. 
Cato - B.R.,LVI-LVI1I. 

9* 
saturnalielum - CIA 7I.a.8j b.8j i n CLA 9*6 the amount spent on 
food i s 128 drachmas, whereas i n the other two i t i s only 100$ 
presumably the ooat of the saturnalicium was now included. 



- 4 2 5 -

9 (oont.)» 
A,Hm 199 - fSI 683. 
A.D. 232 - FSI 797-
A.D. 121 or 123 - AE 1921 1. 
10. 
bread - 3es a.12 below. 
porridge - Cagnat, 312 oites the reoipe. 
pasta - ft. Brion, Pompeii and Heroulaneumi The Glory and the Grief, 
pi.126} seen by the present writer i n the museums at Pompeii and 
Maples. 
Herodian - 4*7»5» 
Saalburg - information from I T . SehBaberger. 
Mainz - XIII 6935-
Zugmantel - seen by the present writer i n the museum at Saalburg. 
Maroellus - Dio, 73*8. 
Julian - Ammianus, 25-2.2. 

11* 
grinding - of.Sallust, Ju^.,44-45* 
handmill - Saalburg Jahrb.. 3.75-95* 
Hewatead - Curie. Sejbstead, I45-I46, pi.XVII. 
wheat and barley - i b i d . , 109* 
Germany - Saalburg Jahrb.. loo.cits L.A Horitz, Grain-Bills and 
Flour I n Classical Antiquity, 123-130. 
water-mills - I.A. Richmond* Soman B r i t a i n (second e d i t i o n ) . 
170-171} HB* S2-83t 143f 161. 
B r i t i s h f r o n t i e r - see n.2. 

121 
Elder Pliny - jffl.,18.67. 
wholemeal - l i o r i t z , op*cit.»195ff. 
Habinnas - Petronius, Sat.,66.2 (cited by Moritz, op.ext., 1 5 4 ) . 
•Vopieous' - SUA, Aurel. . 9 . 
Cato - B.B..iX&. 

131 
Tacitus - Agr.,22. 
A.B. 78/79 - Agr . , 1 9 . 
Cranbourne Chase - Arch.J., CIV.79* 
Boudlcoa - Xio, C2»3« ~ 
Calgaotts - Tacitus, Agr..32. 
14* 
Prefects 
Justinus 
Carvoran 

see Chapter ? I I t Supplies, n.4-5. 
P.Amh. 107* 
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15* 
ferton Spa - P.Amh. 107* 
unknown - P.Amh. 173• 
Parium - F~Aah. 174. 
Ragdola Petechontos - BGU 807* 
Hagdola Petechontos I b i s T - P.Byl* 85 . 
EreitMs - P.Arah. 108. ~~ 
unknown - KAiafa. 175. 
another - P.Amh.176. 
Sinpeteeie"- P.Amh. 17b. 
unknown - P.Ryl. 274* 
anonymous - P.Byl. 275* 
Several - P.Ryl. b$; P.Aab. 107)* BCD 807. 
xvo - P.Amh. 175 and 177. 
c i v i l i a n s - F.Affih* 109. 

161 
Bidymus - P.Grenf. 48 { the months are aotually HAUVI 
26th Kay to 25th June.-
Oxyrhynchus - SB 7181. 
Cornelius - O.^ail 16&9* 
centurion [e"tcT~- SB 9202. 

17» 
Strabo - 3*4.20. 
Syeae - P.Clermont-Ganneau 4a.8-15 • SB 9248* , 
Kaloohus*~- P.Oxy. 735 revised by J.P. Gilliare i n Etudes de :-, 
panyrologleT ¥111.51. n . l . 
181 
P. Pur a 64A. For a discussion of t h i s document and especially 
the rank of the procurator of.BPP, 229-232 and Gilliam, op.pit. 
( n . l 7 ) t 48ff. 1 show i n a paper on t h i s papyrus to be published 
i n iatomus that these men man a post i n the pursue publioua. 

19» 
f i f t e e n - Arohiyo ctepatfol Arciueologia 29*174ff» Collection Latomus, 
44*374-382, including a map as f i g * 2, on.whioh X oaloulate the 
scale, whioh i s not given, to be about 13? railoa to the inch* 
Vetera - BE,VIII.A sv Vetera 1825 and 1831 f Petrikovits, rBnisohe 
IT he i n land, 65*5 of. i b i d . ,68-79 for the E i f e l . 
Bumum - I I I 13250 -US" 5968. 
Aqumoua - I I I IO489 « ILS 2456. 
Conors I I I I Qallorum - ILS 5969) A£ 1961 345* 
Chester-le-Street - RIB 1049* A more detailed study than that 
of H.P. f r i g h t i n AA4t XXII.83-90 was mage by R. Egger i n Anseiger 
der aaterreiohiscaen Akadeiaie der Wiesenscheften, LXTXVIII.206-
232,"especially 217-218, and his restored, t e x t , although wrong i n 
places, i s given i n AE 1952 12* 
no evidence - Petrikovite, rOmisohe Rheinland, 68* 
Vindonissa - Bonner Jafarb.,163*122. 

and 
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201 
m i l i t a r y - the point i s disoussed by Petrikovits, rdmische 
Rheinland t 66 . 
legio I I I Augusta - V I I I 4322 « ILS 2484. 
legio I Minervia - X I I I 7946. 
Vetera - Petrikovits, rBmisohe Rheinland, 66 . 
B r i t a i n - RNNB, 23* 
NewEtead - Curie, Newstead, 283-285, pl.LXI and LXII. 
Brampton - CW2, LXVI .1-36. 
Other f o r t s - some are l i s t e d i n R. HacMullen, Soldier and C i v i l i a n 
i n the Later Roman Empire, 9 , n .24« 

211 
Petrikovits, rBmisohe Rheinland. 64-66 , cites the evidence and 
discussion. 

22: 
A.D. 199 - PSI 683) see n .9* 
Heiod - Josephus, Ant. .14.408} B.J. .1.299i see n*4* 
tablet - FIRA. I I I . 1 3 7 * 
A.D. 173 - Dio, 72 .11 . 
A.D. 198 - Herodian, 3*9*10. 
A.D. 209 - Dio, 77 .13 . 
A.D. 67 - Josephus, B.J.,4.436. 
A.D. 58 - Taoitus, A.,13*54} cf.E.Birley ( e d i t o r ) , Congress of 
Roman Frontier Studies, 4 9 ff• 
Boiooalus - A.,13*55* 
A.D. 179-180 - Dio, 72 .20 . 

annexes - I do not think the point has been made i n p r i n t before. 

23* 
peouariuB or pequanus - Passerini, legio. 609 (70) oites a few 
examples} to those add ( i n addition to the reBt oited below)1 
I I I 11017, 10428, 2568, 2569, 2791, 2827, 18086} X I I I 8287} 
AE 1910 131. 
medico peq(uario) - X I I I 7965* 
hospital - V I I I 2553 - IIS 2438 to both of whioh add AE 1906 9* 
Lambaesis - AE 1914 234* 
veterinarms and tnirtvtctYpot *» Passerini, legio, 609 ( 6 9 ) . 

24* 
A.D. 105 - CLA 2 1 9.ii . 3 5 - 3 7 * I discuss the restoration of 
m(ulorum) (my own proposal) i n a paper i n Latomus forthcoming. 
A.D. 216 - P.Dura 66QQ.10. 
A.D. 222 - P.Dura 1 0 1.xxi . 3 . 
malndra - pTDura 101.x.21. 
25i 
P.Dura 54> 
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Vindomssa - Ci Simonett, Ftthrer duroh das Vindonissa-Huseum i n 
Bragg, passim. 
Saalburg - Saalburg Jahrb., 5 .106-122, 144??* 
Zugmantel - op.olt. ,122-131* 
Stockstadt - op.clt.,131-136. 
Hiederbieber - op.olt.,136-144* 
Butzbach - Saalburg Jahrb., l 8 . 6 7 f f . 
RBdgen - Saalburg Jahrb., 2 0 . 4 6 f f . 
Hofheim - £. R i t t e r l i n g , Pas FrttkrOmisohe Lager bel Hofheim, 
194-198. 
Hewstead - Curie, Bewstead, 371-377* 
Mumrills - PSAS. LXIII.568 -573. 
Bar H i l l - MaoDonald and Park, Roman Forts on the Bar H i l l , 
126-129. 
Caernarvon - R.E.H. Wheeler, Segontium and the Roman Occupation 
of Wales. 170-171. 
Brecon - The Roman Fort near Brecon, 250-251. 
Holt - W.F. Grimes, Holt, Denbighshire, the Works Depot of the 
Twentieth Legion at Castle Lsons, 185-186. 
Corbridge - AA3, VII.78-125 . 
Red House - AA4, XXXVII.168. 
Rudchester - AA4, 1*28. -
Chestere - HB, 91* 
Housesteads - AA2, XXV.299* 
Benwell - AA4, V.74* 
High Rochester - AA2, I . 8 5 . 
South Shields - Transactions of the Natural History Society of 
Northumberland and Durham, VII.146-148. 
Turrets - AA4, XLIII.193-200 . 
Ribchester - J.H. Hopkinson, The Roman Fort at Ribohester, 32. 
Waddon H i l l - ProoedingS of the Dorset Hatural History and 
Arohaeological Soolety, 8oTl42ff• 

To the finds at Waddon H i l l i n figure 10 should be addedt fox; 
two mallards, duok, wader, four rock doves or domestic pigeons, 
two redwings, bantam, raven} Giant Wrasse and a member of the 
cod family; cookies, venerupis, edible s n a i l . 
Asoiburgium - Z e i t s c h r i f t f f l r Tiergttohtung und Zuohtungsbiologie, 
77.62-73* 

The absenoe of any type of food i n any f o r t i n figure 10 does not 
mean that i t was not neoessarily not eaten there; many of the 
excavations were not complete and quite a few of the analyses 
were made a considerable time ago. 
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27* 
military sitae - for a l l references see n.26. 
Appian - Iber.,85. 
Frontinus - Strat..4.1.1; Polynaeus, Strat..8.16.2: cf.n.5. 
L i t t l e Chester - Derbyshire Archaeological Journal, LXXXI.107-108. 
281 
cheese - SHA, Hadr..10. 
Varro - B.R.,2.11.3. 
Holt - W.F. Grimes, Holt, Denbighshirei The Works Depot of the 
Twentieth Legion at Castle Lyon, "1687" 
Corbridge - seen by the present writer i n the museum at Corbridge. 

29« , 
Wadi Fawdkhir - O.Gueraud 14* 
legal - Dig..49.l6.iai. 
Tiberius - Suetonius, Tib.,19. 

30« 
Paternus - Dig.,50.6.7. 
Apollodorus's - Cichorius, taf.CIX. 
Bridgeness - RIB 2139, pi.XVIII. 
Corbridge - see n.26 above. 
South Shields ibid. 
Vegetius - 1.7« 
A.D. 241 - VI 130 » ILS 2091. 
Severus - X I I I 8174 = ILS 3265. The legion i s pia f i d e l i s but not 
Domitlana and the inscription must thus date after A.D. 96, but 
before cA.D. 122 when the unit moved to Britain. The centurion 
may well have been detached from his unit at provincial HQ. 

31 • 
Dambaoh . . . Zugmantel - information from Dr. Sohleiermacher; 
the details of the structures can be Been in ORL sv. 
Andernaoh - information from a conversation with the excavator, 
Dr. ROder. Although no bones were found (the animals were 
presumably slaughtered elsewhere), he dates the building to the 
end of the f i r s t century. There i s as yet no trace of a fort 
at Andernach for this date, although i t was a station of the 
olaasis Germanioa. However, there are as yet substantial portions 
of the s i t e unexoavated, and my opinion i s that even i f the 
struoture did not belong to a unit of the Roman army, i t seems 
highly probable that i t was a vivarium,perhaps to keep the animals 
that may have been used to tow the boats against the current of 
the Rhine, but that even so, the vivarium of a unit of the Roman 
army must have been not dissimilar, 
annexes - FPRB, 156-158 c i t e s examples. 
Vallum - I do not think that the point has been made before. 
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321 
Paternus - Dig*.50*6.7. 
A.D. 155 - H I 7449* 
Birdoswald - RIB 1905 « ILS 3549? cf.RHV, 192. , 
Carvoran - J.C. Bruce. The Roman Wall (eeoond edition), 235* 
military s i t e s - see n* 267 
Mioianus - RIB'1041 = ILS 3562. I agree with Professor Birley 
that there seems to he only one inscription on the stone and not 
two. Multi anteceBsores eius surely means his predecessors i n 
command of the a l a and can hardly he taken to mean that praefeoti 
regularly came a l l the way from Lancaster to hunt in Weardale. 
The answer probably i s that he was stationed at Bineheater, the 

* nearest cavalry fort i n the second century. 
Q u i r i n i u s - RIB 1042; cf.RIB 1091-1092. , 
Prontmus - RIB 733. 1 
Secundus - RIB 732. > t 

33» 
l i s t - see n.26. 
Maryport - RHV, 219* 
Papoastle - CW2, XLVIII.2045 cf.LXIII.107. 
106 B.C. - Sal l u s t , Jug*.93. 

Juvenal - Sat.,4.141-142; of.BE 36} EBBA, 20. 

34» 
Vlndonissa - C. Simonnet, Ftthrer duroh das Vindonissa-museum i n 
Brugg, 37» Abb.12.1. 
Riohborough - J.P. Bushe-Pox, Fourth Report on the Excavations of 
the Roman Fort at Richborough. 348} i t ,was not possible to 
associate the find with a particular garrison* 
TerentianuB - P.Mioh. 478 and notes| of.477 and Athenaeus, VII* 
309-312. 
Vegetius - 4«7* 
Hargidunum - JRS,XVI.136. 
l i s t e d - see n.26. 
Germany - Pliny, H.H*.10.54* 
hospitals - I.A. Riohmond and M.P. Charlesworth, The Roman Army. 
25. , , 
Aquinoum - Bayenaohe Vorgeschlchtsblgter, 24*6-29, especially 29} 
AE 1933 120. : 
Carpow - JRS. LII.166 (51)* 
Vegetius - 3.2. 4 

36. 
Vindonissa - ASA 1926, 197?ff M*H. Callender, Roman Amphorae, 
37-41$ add ASA 1929* 184, no.6. 
Elagabalus - SHA.Elag..29. 

http://cf.LXIII.107
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37t 
Richborough - J.P. Buehe-Pox, Fourth Report on the Exoavations of 
the Roman Fort at Riohborough. 233-254: of.6, 50. 
fifewstead - Curie, Newstead, 268. 
Humrills - JRS. LIV.I84 (40). 
Carpow - JRS, LIII.166 (51), 
Mawhray - JRS,,XLV.148 (25). 
Brough-on-Noe - JRS. LIII.160 (50). This i s my own reading of the 
g r a f f i t o ; I am grateful to Professor E. Birley and Mr R.P. Wright 
for t h e i r help and comments on t h i s . 
Caerleon - JRS, LVI.224 (51)* 
38,x 
dipinto - YCS, XIV.189-190 (200). 
g r a f f i t o - op.oit., 193 (214). 
wine - Report IX,part 3, 56-57 (963). 
hay - i b i d . , 50-51 (956). 
receipt - i b i d . , 52-53 .(958). 
cheese - i b i d . , 53-55"(959). 

39: 
Vegetaius^fr 4*7* 
Vindonissa - C. Simonett, Ftthrer durch das Vindonissa-MuBeum i n 
Brugg, 136. / 

Saalburg - J. Baas, Pie Qbstarten aus der Zeit des rBmerkastellB 
Saalburg ydH (Baalburg Jahrb.,10.14-28). • 
grow - information from'Professor D.H. Valentine, Professor Emeritus 
of Botany* Durham University, who also provided the English terms 
for the Latin names of the f r u i t . 
Brough-on-Noe - see n*37* 
Hewstead - Curie, Hewstead, 109, 353ff* 
Bar H i l l - MaoDonald and Park, Roman Forts on the Bar H i l l . 129. 
Holt - W.F. Grimes, Holt. Denbighshire'. The Works Depot of the 
Twentieth Legion at Castlel^onT I85T"* 
Slaok - I.A. Richmond, Hudderafield i n Roman Times. 66. 
Coetleshaw - i b i d . 
Caersws - BPW, 55.. 
introduced - Pliny, H.H..15.102, of. M.P. Charlesworth, The Lost 
Province, 71ff* 
Frontinus - Strat.,3.14.2. 
401 
A.D. 199 - PSI 683. 
ala Heracllana - WO 1013. 
Vindonissa - ASA. XXVIII.207. 
Caesar - B.C..3.47l cf.n.6. 
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411 
Castlecary - RWS2, 453. 
Ribchester - J.H. Hopkinson, The Roman Port at Ribohester, 13? . 
Guide to the Roman Fort at Ribohester. 6,18. 
Westerwood - RWS2, 256. 
Bewstead - Curie, Newstead. 359-366. 
Caersws - RFW, 55. 
Caerleon - see n.42. 
Ambleside - CW2,1X1.3-4. 
Papcastle CW2, XXIV.371-373? of.LXXIII.106,112. 
Saalburg - seen by the present writer i n the museum there. 
flofheim - see n.26. 
Vindonissa - C. Simonett, Ptthrer duroh daB Vindoniesa-Museum i n 
Brugg. 136. 
Chesterholm - information from Professor Birley. 
Vindonissa amphorae - M.H. Callender, Roman Amphorae, 36, pl.IVb. 
Richborough - J.P. Bushe-Pox, Fourth Report on the Excavations 
of the Roman Fort at Richborough, 6,50. 
Inohtuthil - JBS. XLIII.105; XLV.122? XLV1.122* XLVIII.132; 
XLIX.104; L.213. 
Neuss - cited i n JRS, XLI I I . I O 5 . 
scurvy - I.A. Richmond, 'The Roman Army Medical Service', i n 
University of Durham Medical Gazette, June, 1952. 

421 
Caerleon - H.Helbaek, 'The Isca Grain, a Roman Plant Introduction 
m B r i t a i n ' , i n Hew Phytologist, 63, 158-64. of.JRS, XLIX.103. 
negotiator - AE 1928 183. 
Cissonius - ILS 2238. 
43. 
traders - e.g. Appian, Iber.,6.85; Sallust, Jug.,451 Valerius 
Haximus, 2.7«1; Caesar, B.G.,6.5* 
A.D. 69 - Tacitus, H.,4.22. 
A.D. 131 - Arrian, Peripl.,9. 
Archaeology; - RBRA. 69 f f i FPRB. 9ff, 24ff, I67ff? Petrikovits, 
rCmisohe Rheinland, 55^* 
Hadrian - 8HA, Hadr.,10. 
Fronto - ad Verum Imp.,2.1.19} of.Princ.Hist.,12. 
Pompeii - P.Gusman, Pompeii, the City, i t s Life and Art, 220j 
o f . p i . I l l 

44« 
coarse pottery - information from Mr J.P. Gillam. 
Lunaris and Verecundius - Ant.J., XXVI.9-105 I.A. Richmond, 
Roman Bri t a i n (second e d i t i o n ) , 172. 
casks - cited i n Bayerisohe Vorgesohiehtsbl&tter, 24>6ff• 
Aqumcum - i b i d . 
o l i v e - o i l - information from Dr. M.H. Callender. 
Vindonissa - X I I I 5221. 
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45» 
Vegetius - 3o3. 
legatus - 2.9* 
Hacer - Dig.,49.16.12. 
dA.D. 216 - P.Dura 61. 
frumenti - V~936 = IIS 2423? AE 1917-18 29. 
t r * t i o i - ILS 9091. \-
Danube - I I I 784. 
Wroxeter - JHS, LIV. 179 (12),. 
Newstead Curie, Hewstead, 309-310. 
Carvoran - AA3, XI I 85ff. 
46t 
P.Hamb. 39.12. 

47« 
CLA 203* I came to roughly the same conclusions independently 
from Mariohal. 1 am indebted to M. H.-G. Pflaura' for l i s t e n i n g 
to my discussion and proposals on the procurator i n this.dooument 
and"also Dr. B. Dobson. 
481" 
Hirtius - Caesar, B.Q.,8.35* 
Celer - CLA 7H-D.7. 
Hadrian - RE,VII.sv frumentaril (Fiebiger). 
Neapolas- CLA 711*D.2. 
Clemens - P.Mich. 472. 
49. 
Marianus - P.Dura 101.xvi.17. 
pedes - 10i7ix.6. 
A.D. 216 - 66DDD. 
two mguites - 101.xxxiii.15j 101.xxxv.l9. 
two pedltes - 101.vii.19r 101.xiv.?0. 
A.D. 219 - 100.xxxiv.31. 
oA.D. 233 - 82.ii.4-5* 
A.D. 219 - 100.xxx.l8. 
A.D. 222 - 101.xxxiv.24* 
holrdiatfor - 101.xxxvi.l8j t h i s i s my own proposed restoration. 
A.D. 250 - 95.D.1.23. 
decurio - 100.xli.2. 
dnpllcariUB - 100.xxxiii.26. 
eques - lOO.xxxvi.lO. 
A.D. 222 - 101.xxxvi.l8. 
A.D. 225 - 129* 
A.D. 219 -100.xix.4. 
oA.D. 251 - 105«b.i.9$ t h i s i s my own proposed restoration. 
PostumluB - 6611.3-4$ these are my own proposed restorations. 

http://101.xvi.17
http://101.xxxiii.15j
http://101.vii.19r
http://100.xxxiv.31
http://82.ii.4-5*
http://100.xxx.l8
http://101.xxxiv.24*
http://101.xxxvi.l8j
http://100.xxxiii.26
http://101.xxxvi.l8
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501 
document - P.Mich. 450 + 455, f i r s t shown to be one document by 
J.P. G i l l i a m m AJP, 71.432-438. 
c i v i t a t i s Pa[ - 450 r e c t o . 1 . 
o L i J v i t a t i b u s - 450 reoto. 2. 
primorum f r u [ - 450 r e c t o , 5 i t h i s i s my own suggestion* 
f J a r r i c a m 4 ~ 450 r e o t o t 6 ; G i l l i a m , however, read i t as ] A r r i 
AmraonianC. 
sit i r a s e m - 455* verso, 20. 
Jesion -~my own t e n t a t i v e suggestion t o the fragment mentioned : 
the i n t r o d u c t i o n of 450* 

5 I i 
guard r o s t e r - P3I 1307.ii.23. 
Hufus - CLA 7H.A.2 ,8 ,5. 
Valens - CLA 7H.C .7. 
Celer - CLA 111.6,2,1, 
A.D. 87 - CLA 7V.XXX.3. 
Terentianus - P.Mich.478. 

52« 
Pat emus - Pig. ,50.6 .7. 
Hewstead - Curie, Newstead, 60. 
Ribchester - J.H. Hppkinson, The Roman Fort at Bibchester, 13. 
a l a Heraoliana - see n.14-15* 
curator - AA4, XVI.249-250. 
a l a Veterana G a l l i c a - P.Hamb. 39* 
Dura - P.Dura 82.1.7* ~" 

Pselcis""- SB 6971? 6968; cf.O.Tait 2016j see n . 5 4.ff. 

53. 
Vegetius - 3.8. 
prosecutores - 3 « 3 . 
39 B.C. - Josephus, B.J. .1 .301i Ant.,14 .410. 
r i v e r s - CLA 2 1 9*ii* 2 9 f f ? AE 195^7124; Pflaum, Carrieres, 476 
especially 482-483 (181 bisTT 
oohors XX Palmyrenorum - see n . 49 . 
P l i n y - Eg.,10.27* 

Strasbourg - Esperiandieu, Eecueil, VII.5499* 

54i 
Pselcis - the s i t e has produced the remains of Roman m i l i t a r y 
b u i l d i n g s . As the receipts t o the opt i o and those t o the 
oiba r i a t o r e s have been found separately there, one f e e l s r i g h t 
i n assuming t h a t they came from d i f f e r e n t o f f i c e s belonging t o 
the two types o f o f f i o i a l . of.Classioal Review. 33.49* 

http://1307.ii.23
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54 ( o o n t . ) t 
two categories - the ostraoa are published m various places* 
UO 1128-1146, 1265 j SB 6953-6976 O.Tait 2003-2041. They have 
rece n t l y been studied by Cl a i r e Prlaux, ,'Ostraca de Pselkis de l a 
Bibliotheque Bodllenne' m Chronique d'Egypte, 26, 121-155. 
o p t i b - Preaux, ojo.cit. ,132ff. 
KI (?«pt^.T«/p - i b i d . ,-133* 
fa m i l y - e.g. BGTT514I F.Mich. 481. 
o i v i l i a n - apart from the ostraca at Peelels, the post of o i b a r i a t o r 
i s known a t only a feu other places: P.Athens 64 (second century, 
provenanoe unknown), a Ki^«y9i«.Tw^ d e l i v e r s wine, and an ostracon 
from Hons Claudlarius, dated A.D. 136/137» which was l a t e r published 
by Pre'aux i n Chronique d'lSgypte, 26*354-363* However, the l a t t e r 
i s almost c e r t a i n l y not r e f e r r i n g t o a s o l d i e r but to a c i v i l i a n 
working i n the quarnos there, who hir e d out his services and ^ 
received c i b a r i a from a c i b a r i a t o r (J.F. G i l l i a m , Chronique fl'Egypte8 

28.144-146). This i s probably the correct answer, es P.Clermont-
Oanneau 2 c l e a r l y r e f e r s t o a c i v i l i a n o i b a r i a t o r at a quarry 
(Syehe?), cf.Aegyp.tus. 31*206-211. Elsewhere G i l l i a m seems t o 
equate the c i b a r i a t o r w i t h a member of the s t a f f of a procurator 
(Etudes de Papyrologie, VIII.4 9 - 5 8 * especially 5 1 ) . 

55* 
standard form - of.Preaux, op.cit. ,126-129* 
Hermmus - SB 6961. 

561 
Asclepiades - there i s only one example of an opt10 i s s u i n g wine; 
here apparently i t i s vintage wine and i n a measure not sp e c i f i e d ' 
elsewhere i n the reoe i p t s , and only one where he issues money i n 
l i e u (WO 1128). 
one month - only one of these reoeipts i s f o r two months (WO 1140). 
Heracleianus - WO 1130. The month i s a c t u a l l y X"** ( e i°T~ 
(27th November t o 26th December). 
I s i d o r u s - WO 1135. 

one exception - SB 6967, f o r whioh see below. 
Hepheros - SB 69^3. 
Germanus - SB 6957* 
Nilus - SB ^958. x 

Eudaemon - WO 1265} see Preaux, o p . c i t . , 127, n«2. 
Paulus - SBT967. 

581 
KI0«J»IOK - e.g. SB 6971; see below. 
KovffeLTojtei - e.g. SB 6968| O.Tait 2016. 
on t h e i r own - e.g. SB 6973, 6976*1 
nidymus - O.Tait 2017 r e v i s i n g SB 6971. 
additions - of.Preaux, o p . o i t . , 136-137* 
Asolepiades - O.Tait 2020. 

http://cf.Aegyp.tus
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59« 
Tiberxanus - P.Mich. 476* 
Tasoucharion - P.Mioh. 4 8 I . 
Another soldier""- BGU 814. 
Satornilos - P.Mich. 203* 

60: 
0* Gae'raud, *0straca grecs et l a t i n s del'Wad 1 Fawakhir*, i n 
B u l l e t i n de l ' l n s t i t u t franaais dJarachologie o n e n t a l e , XLI. 
141-196. 

6 1 , 
Valerius - O.Gt^raud 8, 
Lupercus - 9* 
Rufue - 10. 
someone - 12. 
anonymous - 13* 
Prociiiisc - 14; see n .29 above* 
Someone and Ap o l l m a r i u s - 16. 
Someone - 18. 
someone else - 19* 
Thermouthis - 20. 
Longinus - 2 1 . 
Castor - 22. 
Harbekis - 24* 
Capito - 25. 
Parabolos - 26. 
PapiriuB - 3 1 . 
Turannic - 32. 
Someone - 38. 
Valerius - 4 1 . 
anonymous - 42. 
Germanus - 44. 
someone else — 53. 

fragmentary - O.Gueraud 4 (=> CPL 306). 
another - O.OueVaud 5 (s CPL 307) . 
Why on earth - O.Gu£rau3 1 (=• CPL 303). 
F i r s t of a l l - O.Cugraud 2 (= CPL 304) . 
f o r I w i l l give - O.Gueraud 3 U~CPL 305) . 
legionaries - CLA 7I.A .8 t B .8. 
a u x i l i a r y - P.Hamb. 39-
Dura - P.Dura o T l I . 3 l 105.b.i . 9 l both are my own proposed 
r e s t o r a t i o n s . 
S t a t i u s - S i l v . , 1 . 6 . 
waited - Dio t 60.19* 
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63. 
Augusta Raurica - o f . 29 JahreBbeneht der S t i f t u n g Pro Augusta 
Haurioa, V l r V I I . 
Lauriaoum - Helga Baas, Die Tierknochenfunde aus den spgtrBmlschen 
Siedlungsschichten von Lauriaoum t It Die Rmderknoohen, passim, 
e s p e c i a l l y 3, 6/1—69- This i s a doctoral disser-sation a t Munioh 
Univ e r s i t y which I owe t o Prof. Br. J. Boessneck. . The legionary 
ma t e r i a l came from the L-£omplex, the c i v i l i a n from the Z-Komplex. 
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I n m i l i t a r y provinces the u n i t s of the Roman army were placed i n 

f o r t s at key s i t e s , such as river-crossings and route centres. The point 

i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d by Strabo's d e s c r i p t i o n of the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the 

u n i t s of the army o f Egypt i n the time of Augustus! 

"There are also three legions of s o l d i e r s , one of which i s 
stationed i n the c i t y and the other two i n the countryside. 
Apart from these there are nine Roman cohorts, three of which 
are i n the o i t y , three on the borders of Ethiopia i n Syene 
as a guard f o r those regions, and three throughout the r e s t 
of the countryside. I n the same way three alae are stationed 
a t key poin t s . " 

The troops a t Syene were there t o guard the Kilometer (eufft ©"*6-VTfllf^ 

However, most of the u n i t s maintained a large number of outposts throughout 

the surrounding area) so numerous and scattered were these t h a t Hadrian 

thought i t necessary t o mention them t o l e g i o I I I Augusta i n A.D. 128 

(quod raultae quod diversae stationes vos d i s t i n e n t ) . I n time of war 

i t would be necessary f o r detachments of the army t o occupy bridge-heads 

and other important s t r a t e g i c p o i n t s ; cohore I Hispanorum maintained 

men i n garrison at C — r a outside Lower Moesia and i n the province at 

Piroboridava on the l e f t bank of the Sereth and on detachment a t Boridava 

on the Oltu during the e a r l y stages of the Seoond Daoian War. I n time 

of peace suoh outposts would s t i l l o f t e n be maintained, ae Hadrian and 

Strabo prove, and used t o keep law and order and safeguard the s e c u r i t y 

of the province. Personnel of the Roman array were o f t e n employed on 

suoh p a r a m i l i t a r y tasks as p o l i c i n g important towns, suppressing brigands, 

maintaining peace i n the countryside, p r o t e c t i n g oaravans, dispensing 

j u s t i c e , a c t i n g as customs o f f i c i a l s , c o l l e c t i n g taxes, operating 
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lmmigration c o n t r o l , supervising markets, maintaining scouting patrols,and 

communications, and escorting oonvoys.* 

A r i s t i d e s i n h i s o r a t i o n t o Rome provides good examples of the 

ben e f i t s o f the pax Romana and how i t was provided and guaranteed by the 

Roman army. The benevolent system o f government of the Romans meant 

that they d i d not have to place garrisons i n the c i t a d e l s of the towns 

and b i t i e s i n the various provinces t o preserve peace and l o y a l t y 

(tfpoupwv Sfr OvStV Set TQ{ aitp6t?oKet$ l^evjwv). Indeed, 

most provinces required very few u n i t s of the Roman army« 

" I n t h i s way c i t i e s are f r e e from garrisons, and b a t t a l i o n s 
and regiments are s u f f i c i e n t t o proteot whole countries} even 
these are not stationed i n large numbers throughout the c i t i e s 
i n each of the oountries, but are dispersed i n the countryside 
w i t h defined spheres o f c o n t r o l . The r e s u l t i s t h a t many 
countries do not know the whereabouts of t h e i r garrisons. 
But i f a c i t y anywhere had grown excessively large, and had 
exceeded i t s a b i l i t y t o maintain i n t e r n a l order, you d i d not 
begrudge them the s o l d i e r s t o guard and watoh over them." 

The l a s t sentence i s a reference t o a f u r t h e r outbreak of r i o t i n g i n the 

turbulent o i t y of Alexandria. A r i s t i d e s f u r t h e r states t h a t beoause 

the Roman army had a j u s t and equitable system of r e c r u i t i n g from the 

c i t i e s , the l a t t e r d i d not mind having no troops o f t h e i r own t o provide 

p r o t e c t i o n , as these would, o f course, be superfluous! 

"The rejBult i s t h a t a l l the c i t i e s are w e l l , pleased w i t h the 
dispatch of these men t o be t h e i r own representatives, while 
each' o i t y has no l o o a l m i l i t i a whatsoever nor does i t look 
f o r m i l i t a r y p r o t e c t i o n t o any quarter other than t o you, i t 
beoause i t i s f o r t h i s reason and no other t h a t those who 
went out from the c i t i e s have been organised so w e l l . " 

These r e c r u i t s were taken i n t o the army, t r a i n e d , and then mostly 

stationed on the f r o n t i e r s ! 
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"When you have found and treated them i n t h i s way, you posted 
them on the f r o n t i e r s of the Empire, where you stationed them 
at i n t e r v a l s and assigned them areas t o guard, some t o some, 
others t o others." 

Walls were ereoted on the f r o n t i e r s instead of around Rome. These walls 

had towns on the borders ( f T o ^ f t j €^opta£^ and colonies* I t 

was the Roman army who guarded these, as i f they themselves were an 

a d d i t i o n a l entrenchment (wffrrep &€ Ta<^0£, KVKAUS fr^i€ipye i 

CTpaTOfreSov)* A r i s t i d e s stresses t h a t the r e a l defence of the 

Empire and the pax Romana was the w e l l - t r a i n e d army. 

••The r i n g , much greater and more impressive, u t t e r l y and 
completely impregnable and i n d e s t r u c t i b l e , outshines them a l l . 
None of those i n the h i s t o r y of the world has ever been so 
f i r m , f o r these walls are shielded by men who have not 
aoqulred the habit of f l i g h t . They have been olosely d r i l l e d 
i n t h a t systematic t r a i n i n g which Homer mentions of the 
Myrmidons i n the passage c i t e d , comparing them w i t h a w a l l , 
namely i n a l l the t o o l s of war * * . . Such are the w e l l -
organised > systems t h a t enclose us, the one the c i r c l e of 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s at i n d i v i d u a l p o i n t s , the other the guardians 
of the whole world." 

Re believed t h a t t h i s was the reason why there were occasional clashes 

on the f r o n t i e r s r a t h e r than f u l l scale wars. Such was the nature of 

the pax Romana guaranteed by the army, although f i g h t i n g was i n the 

blood of the Romans (rWvT*) ip* SptV ftp*)y1> fWtptov 
iraAepeiv)* 2 

The number of outposts t h a t a u n i t would man can be seen from some 

papyri from Egypt dat i n g to the l a s t quarter of the second century. 

The reoeipt-book f o r the a l a Veterana Gal l i o a f o r the f i r s t three months 

of A.D. 179 shows tha t men from t h a t u n i t manned a dozen d i f f e r e n t 

stationes between the Delta and A r s i n o i t e j some were i n the neighbourhood 
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of Alexandria, especially the d i s t r i c t c a l l e d Bucolia, others were f u r t h e r 
away ( f o r example, Aphroditopolis, Scenae Mandrae). The e n t r i e s s trongly 
suggest th a t each post was regularly„relieved. Fay accounts of an 
unknown cohort belonging to the period A.D. 192-196 show t h a t i t manned 
at l e a s t eight outposts i n v i l l a g e s s i t e d along two roads running east 
and south i n the northeastern p a r t of Egypt at Rinocorura, Ostraoina, 
Heracleopolis Parva, H e l i o p o l i s , Thaubastum, Babylonia, Herropolis, and 
an unknown s i t e . The u n i t i t s e l f was perhaps stationed at Pelusium. 
S i m i l a r l y , detachments of legionaries were deployed over the whole of 
Egypt. Dida, an eques of the a l a Vooontiorum. recorded armatum f e c i 
s t a t i o n ! meses [ s i c ] quinque a t El-Moueh. I n A.D. 9 i n a time of 
apparent t r a n q u i l l i t y detachments Of the Roman army were guarding various 
places throughout Germany to maintain peace at the request of the 
i n h a b i t a n t s . 

The f i l e s of cohorB XX Palmyrenorum, especially the two great r o s t e r s 

of A.D. 219 and A.D. 222, provide much information about the number of 

posts manned by s o l d i e r s detached from Dura. However, i t must be 

remembered t h a t only 60<& of the duties of the estimated t o t a l o f the former 

and 63$ o f the l a t t e r have survived, and consequently more s o l d i e r s were 

c e r t a i n l y assigned t o these and probably other posts. I n A.D. 219 s i x t y -

two s o l d i e r s i n c l u d i n g a d u p l i c a r i u s and nineteen equites were stationed 

at Appadana, a town on the mouth of the River Chabur t o the n o r t h of 

Dura. I n A.D. 222 there were f o r t y - n i n e s o l d i e r s there i n c l u d i n g twelve 

equites; they represent 9% and 7# re s p e c t i v e l y of the a t t e s t e d t o t a l . 
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A very fragmentary r o s t e r f o r A.D. 222-224 also a t t e s t s ten pedites there. 

A garrison from Dura i s attested i n Appadana i n A.S. 208, when i t 

enteztained the Persian envoy Gooes as he was passing through the province; 

i n A.D. 211 , when two of i t s members seem t o have been i n d i s c i p l i n a r y 

t r o u b l e ; i n A.D. 221 , when the tribune was asked t o see t h a t barley was 

provided f o r equitibus s ivCe] mulionib[us q[)u[i3 i n v e x i l l ( a t i o n e ) 

AppadanensCi] deg(unt). According t o the ro s t e r of oA.D. 235 and a l i s t 

of p r i n c i p a l e s of A.D. 236 men from the cohort were s t i l l stationed there. 

The u n i t also sent a sizeable detachment to Beochufrayn, the s i t e of which 

i s unknown. I n A.D. 219 eighty-nine s o l d i e r s or 12$ of the men attested 

i n the r o s t e r were stationed there; they consisted of the leading 

centurion, a sesquiplioarius« and s i x t y - e i g h t pedites other ranks, and 

eighteen equites i n c l u d i n g a d u p l i c a r i u s ; the detachment also included 

a c l e r k t o keep records of the men there ([B]e[c3h o f f i c ) . Three years 

l a t e r t h i r t y - s e v e n s o l d i e r s are attested there i n c l u d i n g one dupli o a r i u s 

and three equites (6$b). On 28th March, oA.D. 233, a morning report 

l i s t s a s o l d i e r from Becchufrayn among i t s m i s s i / r e v e r s i items. A post 

had been maintained at Beoohufrayn from the ea r l y years o f the t h i r d 

century, f o r i n a pr i v a t e l e t t e r a s o l d i e r wrote t o a centurion at Dura 

t e l l i n g him about l i f e there. The two roste r s show tha t other posts 

were manned by men from the cohort} eleven are attested i n both years 

at Magdala, a l l of whom were p e d i t e B except one i n the l a t t e r ; seven and 

eight p e d i t e B i n A.D. 219 and A.D. 222 respectively at B i r t h a t o the 

north of Dura; seven and three p e d i t e s respectively at Castellum Arabum; 

and s i x and three equitea respectively at Chafer Avira. I n A.D* 222 
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s i z men are attested at Barbalissus, a town 170 miles n o r t h of Dura, 

and one man a t Alexandria and one at Capera. A fragmentary summary of 

dis p o s i t i o n s of the personnel dated t o oA.D. 240 l i s t s men at Chafer and 

Castellum. Five men i n A.D. 219 have the assignment p a r t h i a . which 
4 

was probably a region. 

The duty r o s t e r of an Egyptian legion f o r the f i r s t ten days of 

October, A.D. 87, gives d e t a i l s of the guard duties outside the camp as 

well as in s i d e . The camp was si t u a t e d i n Nicopolis, a suburb of 

Alexandria, and men i n a p a t r o l on the road leading t o i t are, mentioned 

four times ( v i a H i o o ( p o l i t a n a ) ) • On the 3rd one man was i n a watch-

tower (specula). while on the 1st Q. Cassius Rufus was stationed on an 

i s l a n d , presumably near the Pharos ( i n s u l a ) . Four men had the entry pro 

quintanesio against t h e i r names, perhaps to be expanded as some form of 

procubitor and meaning a period of outpost duty l a s t i n g f o r f i v e days; 

P. Clodius Secundus and C. J u l i u s Longus from Sidon j o i n t l y were on t h i s 

duty f o r the f i r s t f i v e days of the month and were then r e l i e v e d by Q. 

Petronius and C. Aemilius. On the 7 th C. Aemilius Valens was perhaps 

a c t i n g as a guard f o r men concerned w i t h the cotton harvest (gossCipion). 

Another document from the same f i l e s notes t h a t a l i t t l e e a r l i e r T. Flavius 

Valens had l e f t f o r guard duty at the mint ( E x i t ad moneta).^ 

I n provinces on the f r o n t i e r s of the Empire the u n i t s of the Roman 

army would maintain oonstant p a t r o l s i n the f r o n t i e r area, the zone 

immediately beyond the physical f r o n t i e r i n which the barbarians were not 
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allowed to s e t t l e , and i n the t e r r i t o r y beyond t h a t . The need f o r thxs 

i n time of war i s obvious and i s w e l l attested by many instancest the 

pndianum of oohors I Hispanorum, f o r example, records that some of i t s 

men i n c l u d i n g a centurion and equates were across the Danube exploratum. 

However, the need f o r p a t r o l s was s t i l l as necessary i n time of peace as 

i n war and the system i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d by the f r o n t i e r i n B r i t a i n i n 

the t h i r d century. There were f i v e outpost f o r t s beyond the l i n e of 

Hadrian's Wall and eaoh contained a oohors m i l l i a r i a e q u i t a t a t High 

Rochester also contained a numerus exploratorum, Rismgham a numerus 

exploratorum and a detachment of Rdeti gaesati. Neither f o r t was large 

enough to contain even the cohors at f u l l s trength and so a s u b s t a n t i a l 

part of the cohort and also the a d d i t i o n a l u n i t s must have been 

continuously away from the f o r t and engaged on p a t r o l s . There i s good 

evidence to suggest that there was a long-range scouting post at Jedburgh 

and probably another at Tweedmouth. Although such u n i t s of f r o n t i e r 

scouts are not attested e p i g r a p h i c a l l y at the other three outpost f o r t s , 

i t seems c e r t a i n t h a t t h e j were i n f a c t attached t o t h e i r garrisons; 

Netherby was c a l l e d oastra exploratorum i n the t m r d oentury, showing 

tha t i t was the headquarters of the scouting and p a t r o l system beyond 

the Wall. A d d i t i o n a l i r r e g u l a r garrisons are also a t t e s t e d at Housesteade 

and Great Chesters i n the t h i r d century, who may w e l l have p a t r o l l e d the 
6 

areas immediately t o the n o r t h of the H a l l . 

Not s u r p r i s i n g l y the f i l e s of oohors XX Paloyrenorum reveal t h a t 

various members were away from Dura on scouting p a t r o l s (exploratores). 

According t o the great r o s t e r of A.D. 219 f i v e pedites and ten equites 
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were engaged on scouting d u t i e s , i n A.D. 222 four pedites and four 

equites are at t e s t e d so employed. However, as both r o s t e r s only preserve 
j u s t over h a l f of the estimated t o t a l s , i t can be calculated t h a t 

normally about a score o f men from the cohort would be exploratores i n 
7 

the f r o n t i e r area of Syria Coele. 

Because the i n d i v i d u a l u n i t s of the Roman army i n a province might 

often be s i t e d some distance apart, and f o r other obvious s t r a t e g i c 

considerations, i t was necessary f o r the m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s t o have an 

e f f i c i e n t and rapid system of communications between the i n d i v i d u a l f o r t s , 

the outposts, scouting p a t r o l s , and m i l i t a r y headquarters. One way of 

doing t h i s was t o s t a t i o n cavalrymen i n relays t o act as dispatoh-nders; 

t h i s was standard procedure i n the armies of the Republic and Caesar 

and was praotised i n the Prmoipate also. The teohnioal term seems t o 

have been dispositus. This system of posting r i d e r s at i n t e r v a l s meant 

th a t news and information could be sent very r a p i d l y from one place t o 

another. The two great r o s t e r s of oohors XX Palmyrenorum reveal t h a t 

i n A.D. 219 fourteen equites. had the assignment dispositus and i n A.D. 

222 f i f t e e n ) no pedes i s attested w i t h t h i B duty, as i s obvious. One 

of the main duties of the 120 equites leg i o n i e must have been t o act as 

dispatch-riders f o r the legion) they seem to have operated as such 
8 

especially i n connection w i t h the guards. 

Archaeology has revealed several examples of the s i g n a l l i n g systems 

employed by the Roman army i n B r i t a i n a t various dates. The system of 

milecastles and t u r r e t s on Hadrian's Wall and of m i l e f o r t l e t s and towers 
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on the Cumberland coast was the most regular and had special long-range 
sign a l l i n g - p o s t s at Pike H i l l , f o r example* The predeoessor of t h i s 
was a series of signal-towers l i n k i n g f o r t s along the Stanegate. A 
system of s i g n a l - s t a t i o n s , f o r t s , and a road associated w i t h the Cleaven 
Dyke presumably represent the Agricolan pattern. Information was passed 
from the outpost f o r t at Bewoastle to various parts of Hadrian's Wall 
from a signal~tower on the summit of C i l l a l e e s Beacon; the information 
was c a r r i e d by a r i d e r from the f o r t t o the tower. A complicated system 
of signal-platforms was discovered alongside Here Street a t Four Laws; 
perhaps i t represents a s i m i l a i system f o r The eastern h a l f of the Wall. 
Communications between the senior o f f i c e r of the Wall garrisons at 
Stanuix and the legionary f o r t r e s s at York were provided by an a r t e r i a l 
road along the Stainmore Pass w i t h several small signalling-towers. 

The way i n which personnel of the Roman army were employed t o 

maintain l i n e s of communication and also t o provide s e c u r i t y m the 

v i c i n i t y can w e l l be i l l u s t r a t e d by two i n s c r i p t i o n s from Numidia. I n 

A.D. 188 a watch-tower was erected at Ksar S i d i e l HadJ near a road 

j u n c t i o n t o ensure the safety o f t r a v e l l e r s (burgum Commodianum 

s[p]eoulatorium i n t e r duas vias ad salutem oommeantium nova t u t e [ l ] a . 

This b u i l d i n g was l a t e r dismantled and replaced by a s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e 

two miles t o the north-east along the road at Loth Bordj about A.D. 215; 

the garrison of t h i s burgus speoulatorum Anto(ninianorum) was a numerus 

Hemesenorum under a legionary centurion praepositus. They c o n t r o l l e d 

the movements of a l l personnel passing along the wadi from the f r o n t i e r 

to the i n t e r i o r and were i n a key s i g n a l l i n g - p o s i t i o n w i t h the other 
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m i l i t a r y posts along t h i s route 

I n those provinces i n the East t h a t were on the borders o f the Empire, 

s o l d i e r s would be stationed a t various points t o a s s i s t and protect 

caravans of merchants t r a d i n g across the f r o n t i e r . An i n s c r i p t i o n records 

t h a t troops i n Egypt i n A.D. 137 constructed a road from Berenice t o 

Antinoopolis w i t h frequent water-stops, caravanserais, and f o r t s f o r 

pr o t e c t i v e garrisons. S i m i l a r l y under Augustus or Tiberius a large party 

of legionaries and a u x i l i a r y cavalrymen were b u i l d i n g c i s t e r n s ( l a c c i ) 

and constructing or r e p a i r i n g f o r t s along the road from Coptos to Berenice. 

Presumably the s o l d i e r who describes himself as CTjwrmrTmj C K A^o^y * J 

v£pCv»|i«LT*uv was engaged i n b u i l d i n g suoh watering-places. Thus the 

t a r i f f set up a t Coptus i n A.D. 90 contained a l i s t of t o l l fees and the 

cost of permits t o defray the expense of maintaining these servioes. 

The Elder P l i n y records t h a t on the road from Coptus t o Berenice there 

were frequent watering-places (mostly oalle d Hydreuma) a t stages along the 

road; a t Trogodytioum 'a garrison i s stationed on outpost duty a t a 

caravanserai accommodating two thousand t r a v e l l e r s ' . Jlany d e t a i l s of 

the l i f e o f a small guard-post i n one of these f o r t s are preserved i n the 

ostraca from Wadi Fawakhir. I n other parts of the Empire s o l d i e r s might 

be stationed i n mansiones and stationes o f the cursus publious and some 

<Sf .the men from cgohtfrs XX Palmyreaorum seem to have been so employed a t 

Appadana. 1 1 

Ulpian states t h a t i t was the duty of a governor t o keep h i s province 

peaoeful and quiet (paoata atque quieta proyincia) and he explains how 
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to do t h i s s 

"This i s not d i f f i c u l t , i f he acts d i l i g e n t l y t o search f o r 
wicked men and remove them from the province} he must search 
f o r temple-robbers, brigands, kidnappers, thieves, and punish 
any one committing these offences, and suppress the people who 
harbour them, without whose a i d a brigand cannot l i e low f o r 
long*" 

Ulplan's phrase i s s t r i k i n g l y s i m i l a r t o t h a t used by Tacitus t o describe 

the s t a t e of B r i t a i n when Agrioola handed over the province t o his successor 

(provinciam quietam tutamque). When A v i l l i u s Flaccus was appointed 

Prefect of Egypt i n A.D* 32, h i s f i r s t task was to restore good order i n 

Alexandria and throughout the countryside. To achieve t h i s he used the 

legions and a u x i l i a r y regiments and b a t t a l i o n s : 

"He i n s t r u c t e d the o f f i c e r s not t o withhold the pay of the 
s o l d i e r s and so enoourage them to p i l l a g e and s t e a l , and the 
so l d i e r s i n d i v i d u a l l y not t o i n t e r f e r e i n matters outside t h e i r 
m i l i t a r y d u t i e s , but t o remember that they had also been ordered 
to maintain the peace." 

Thus a governor was to use his troops T>|v ftp«|V»|V Sia^wAaTTjiV. 

I t i s q u i t e clear t h a t a governor was responsible i n peace-time f o r 

maintaining peace and s e c u r i t y i n the countryside and suppressing brigandage 

For t h i s purpose detachments of sol d i e r s were stationed throughout the 

countryside, and T e r t u l l i a n , w r i t i n g i n the f i r s t quarter of the t h i r d 

century, could sayi 

" M i l i t a r y posts are stationed throughout a l l the provinces f o r 
t r a c k i n g down brigands.* 1 

However, these scattered posts were not always adequate and at times la r g e r 

forces had t o be employed t o suppress - not always successfully - w e l l 

organised bands of brigands such as those under Taofarinas i n A f r i c a oA.D. 

17-24 and Bull a i n I t a l y m cA.D. 206-207. At f i r s t a centurion was 
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responsible f o r d i r e c t i n g operations against B u l l a , l a t e r a tri b u n e of 
12 

the Praetorian Guard w i t h a large force o f cavalry* 

The d e t a i l s of how the Roman sol d i e r s operated against brigands can 

he seen from an e d i c t of M. Sempronius L i b e r a l ! s , Prefect of Egypt, 

issued on 29th August, A.D. 154. Recent disturbances had been quelled 

but there was s t i l l unrest i n the oountrysidej many people had l e f t t h e i r 

farms because of the burden o f the various l i t u r g i e s and were now 

brigandst 

"Others have v o l u n t a r i l y run away and prefer t o associate 
w i t h c r i m i n a l s and brigands. That they may learn t h a t I am 
taki n g a c t i o n and advise both them and others t o r e t u r n , l e t 
them know t h a t i n s t r u c t i o n s have been given t o the e p i s t r a t e g i . 
s t r a t e g i , and so l d i e r s dispatched by me f o r the s e c u r i t y and 
peaoe of the countryside t o oheck r a i d s as soon as they begin 
by a n t i c i p a t i o n and forethought and t o take immediate 1 

counteraction onco a r a i d has been made. % men have been 
ordered t o interrogate criminals caught i n the act about 
brigandage." 

The s o l d i e r s were not immediately suocessful, f o r on 26th October, A.D. 

158, a c i v i l i a n p o l i c e o f f i c i a l t e s t i f i e d t h a t he had posted a copy of 

t h i s e d i c t a t a farmstead. On other occasions the Roman a u t h o r i t i e s 

c l e a r l y succeeded* on 28th October, A.D. 144, the town council o f Sala i n 

Mauretania Tingitana p u b l i c l y thanked H. Sulpiciua F e l i x , praefeotus alae 

I I Syrorum civium Romanorum, because one of h i s many acts of'kindness 

towards the munioipium had been to provide guards t o protect t h e i r f i e l d s , 

f l o c k s , and f o r e s t s from brigands. However, attempts t o suppress 

brigandage i n t h a t part of the world were not always so successfult Nonius 

Datus, the legionary engineer, records an inc i d e n t on his journey from 

Lambaesis t o Saldae i n Mauretania Caesariensis cA.D. 1521 
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" I set o f f , but on the way I f e l l " i n w i t h brigands) although 
I was stri p p e d and wounded, I managed to get away w i t h ray 
equipment.*' 

Another s o l d i e r was even less f o r t u n a t e , because among the l i s t o f 

permanent losses from oonors i Hispanorum i n A.D. 105 i s one man k i l l e d 

by bandits (oooisus a l a t r o n [ i ] b u s ) . I n A.D. 9 the Germans asked Varus 

to send them detachments of s o l d i e r s to a r r e s t brigands 5 these 

legionaries were k i l l e d not by the brigands, but by the Germans. 

According to the w r i t e r s of Roman m i l i t a r y law Boldiers who f a i l e d to 

stay and f i g h t to protect praefectum centuriae a latronibus circumventurn 

were punished; t h i s suggests t h a t a century would o f t e n be sent t o deal 

w i t h a small outbreak of brigandage. I t i s tempting t o wonder i f Q. 

Calpurnius Concessinius had suppressed a band of brigands i n the f r o n t i e r 

area of B r i t a i n or perhaps i n the northern Pennines (caesa Corionototarum 

menu) rather than an unknown t r i b e or sept. L a t r u n c u l i esterae gentis 

successfully raided a salt-works i n the f r o n t i e r area of Scotland i n 

the second century and c a r r i e d o f f a woman condemned there. Detachments 

of B r i t i s h legions were sent under L. A r t o r i u s Castus to put down 

re b e l l i o u s peasants i n B r i t t a n y , perhaps i n A.D. 184-185* I n cA.D. 

208 C. J u l i u s Septimius Castmus, when Jegatus l e g i o n i s I Minerviae. l e d 

v e z i l l a t i o n s of a l l the legions of the two Germanies adversus defeotores 

et r e b e l l e s \ there i s no evidenoe f o r any p o l i t i c a l or f o r e i g n 

disturbances a t t h i s time i n t h a t area and i t seems best to assume t h a t 

he was i n command of a se o u r i t y force operating a f t e r an outbreak of 

brigandage. One of the tasks assigned t o M. Valerius Mazimianus i n the 

course of h i s long career was the command of detachments, when he was 

procurator Moesiae I n f e r i o r i s oA.D. 176, to suppress brigands who were 
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too a c t i ve aoross the border,(eodem i n tempore praeposito v e x i l l a t l o n i b u s 
et at detrahendam Briseorum latronum manum i n oonfmio Maoedon(iae) et 
Thrao(iae)). At the same time Didius JulianuB was "busy suppressing 
brigandage i n the w i l d h i n t e r l a n d of the province of Dalmatia. 1^ 

Brigands tended to f l o u r i s h i n Judaea and there are many references 

t o the use of Roman so l d i e r s t o hunt and capture them. As e a r l y as 

c23 B.C. brigands were proving t o be so troublesome t h a t Varro, the 

governor of Syria, was ordered by Augustus to lead his army and 

exterminate them. Agrippa had been unable t o suppress brigandage, but 

when Judaea was again put under a procurator i n A.D. 41, Fadus soon 

cleared them from the countryside. I n A.S. $1 brigands attacked and 

robbed a l i b e r t u s Caesaris who was f o o l i s h l y t r a v e l l i n g from Jerusalem 

t o Bethhoron without a m i l i t a r y escort) Cumanus sent s o l d i e r s t o search 

the neighbouring v i l l a g e s t o see i f they could f i n d e i t h e r the brigands 

or the baggage hidden there. I t w i l l be remembered t h a t Dlpian b C 

stated t h a t i t was the duty of a governor reoeptoresque eorum ooeroere 

sine qulbus l a t r o d i u t i u s l a t e r e non potest. I n the f o l l o w i n g year 

Cumanus used an ala and four cohorts t o attack brigands under Eleazar 

and succeeded i n k i l l i n g or capturing many of them. His successor 

F e l i x also captured many i n c l u d i n g Eleazar himself. Festus also 

attacked the brigands and captured and k i l l e d many. The two crimi n a l s 

executed a t the same time as Christ were brigands who had presumably 

been captured i n a se c u r i t y operation by the Roman forces. Barabbas 

too was a brigand who had been arrested a f t e r leading an i n s u r r e c t i o n 
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and committing murder i n Jerusalem! he was i n m i l i t a r y custody and 

awaiting execution. At a s i m i l a r e a r l y date the hero of Eumolpus's 

t a l e was guarding the corpses of latrones who had been c r u c i f i e d on the 
14 

orders of a governor i n the East. 1 

I n Judaea various charlatans and f a l s e prophets appeared from time 

to time and persuaded large numbers of people t o f o l l o w them i n t o the 

wilderness; they soon e i t h e r joined up w i t h brigands or became brigands 

themselves, and were accordingly treated as such by the Roman a u t h o r i t i e s . 

I n A.3). 36 P i l a t e sent a force of cavalry and i n f a n t r y t o remove tne 

Samaritan fol l o w e r s of a crank from Tirathana; some were k i l l e d ) others 

put t o f l i g h t , and many were taken prisoner. I n A.D. 44 Padus sent an 

ala t o deal w i t h the four hundred followers of the charlatan Theudas, 

who were w a i t i n g f o r the waters of the River Jordan t o d i v i d e so t h a t 

they could oross; again some were k i l l e d and many captured i n c l u d i n g 

Theudas. About ten years l a t e r F e l i x captured and executed many of 

these charlatans w i t h a mixed force o f cavalry and i n f a n t r y . The 

biggest danger and disturbance was oaused by an Egyptian f a l s e prophet; 

w i t h some 4,000 followers he proposed to attack Jerusalem from the 

Mount of Olives, k i l l the Roman ga r r i s o n , and set himself up as r u l e r . 

F e l i x , however, quick l y ordered a large force o f cavalry and i n f a n t r y 

t o put on t h e i r b a t t l e k i t and atta c k ; many of the prophet's followers 

were e i t h e r k i l l e d or captured, although he and a few others escaped. 

Claudius l y s i a s a year or two l a t e r thought t h a t Paul, who had j u s t 

been arrested, was t h i s Egyptian, because they had both caused suohi an 
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uproar. The brigands and charlatans now Joined forces t o t e r r o r i s e the 

countryside. Festue, the next procurator, i n t u r n used a mixed force 

of cavalry and i n f a n t r y to k i l l the followers of yet another charlatan. 

Such people were not confined t o Judaea) i n A.D. 69 a c e r t a i n Mariocus", 

who declared himself t o be the champion of Gaul and a god, c o l l e c t e d a 

f o l l o w i n g of 8,000) t h i s fanaticam multitudinem was crushed and he was 
15 

captured by some cohorts w i t h the a i d of some m i l i t i a of the Aedux. 

Normally the m i l i t a r y forces i n a province would be s u f f i c i e n t l y 

strong to suppress brigandage or to keep i t at a minimum. -However, at 

times a g i f t e d leader l i k e Tacfarinas or B u l l a would cause so much 

troub l e t h a t special measures would have to be taken by the a u t h o r i t i e s ) 

such a person was Maternus i n A.D. 186* 

"Boon afterwards another p l o t was hatohed against Commodus. 
A man named Maternus, who had been a s o l d i e r but w i t h a record 
of many dreadful crimes, deserted and persuaded others t o do 
l i k e w i s e . He soon c o l l e c t e d a large band of desperadoes. 
At f i r s t Maternus raided and plundered v i l l a g e s and the 
countryside, but when he had amassed a large amount of money, 
he c o l l e c t e d an even l a r g e r band of- v i l l a i n s by o f f e r i n g a 
generous share of the booty and l o o t . The r e s u l t was t h a t 
they were no longer regarded as brigands but as,enemies. 
They now attacked the largest, c i t i e s , broke open the j a i l s , 
released' the prisoners regardless of what crime they had been 
imprisoned f o r , promised them' t h e i r freedom, and thus 
persuaded them t o j o i n h i s band. They harassed the whole 
of Gaul and Spain, attacked the largest towns) some they set 
f i r e t o , the r e s t they looted and abandoned. When Commodus 
was informed of t h i s , he sent angry and threatening l e t t e r s 
t o the governors of the provinces accusing thea of negligence, 
and ordered them to r a i s e an army against the brigands. 1" 

The number of m i l i t a r y u n i t s i n these provinces was very small and 

t o t a l l y inadequate t o deal w i t h brigandage on t h i s scale. Fescennius 

Niger was sent to deal w i t h the s i t u a t i o n and w i t h the help of Severus, 
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the governor of Lugdunensia, suoceeded i n p u t t i n g down the "brigands, 

although a few w i t h Maternus slipped i n t o I t a l y and attempted to 

assassinate Commodus. I n the l a t e 150s Pronto, who had j u s t been 

elected proconsul Asiae, took groat steps t o ensure t h a t his province 

would not be troubled by bandits during h i s term of o f f i o e ; one of the 

people he asked to go w i t h him to a s s i s t was J u l i u s Senex: 

"From Mauretania also I summoned to me J u l i u s Senex, a man 
whose love f o r me was the same as mine f o r him, so t h a t I 
might have the b e n e f i t not only of h i s l o y a l t y and d i l i g e n o e , 
but also h i s unceasing m i l i t a r y e f f o r t s i n hunting down and 
suppressing b a n d i t s * n 

Clearly a l l governors were expected t o be capable of m i l i t a r i m d u s t r l a 

c i r c a quaerendos et continendos l a t r o n e s . ^ 

Sometimes a centurion was appointed t o maintain law and order over 

a d i s t r i c t i n a province| such an o f f i c e r was called centurio regionarius. 

His duties can c l e a r l y be deduced from the dedication on a statue set 

up by the colony of Antioch i n P i s i d i a about the middle of the t h i r d 

century to honour Aurelius Dionysiusj on the f r o n t the £K4TOV*T<l£Yof 

the peace', and on the back ' f o r guarding the l i v e s of many and preserving 

the peace'. The centurion i n charge of a region i s attested elsewheret 

C. Severius Emeritus at Bath, f o r example, M. Aelius Honordtus from near 

B r i g e t i o on 15th October, A.D. 210, Ingenuus from Lauriacum, and an 

anonymous one from Sens. An i n d i c a t i o n of the f u n c t i o n of t h i s post 

before the term regionarius became f i n a l l y established comes from Egypt 

i n the second century t Valerius Maximus i s c a l l e d o TMIV T©*twv 

c was praised 'for being f a i r and f o r having preserved 

> 

(eKftTOVT«Jtt)(os) Towards the end of the t h i r d century a deourion 
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m Egypt i s twice c a l l e d (S€*e&yt)(os) WU € i p < ) ^ eHp*K^ 60 IToU TO"; 
presumably he was employed i n a s i m i l a r way t o the centurions. At 

Rihchester i n the' t h i r d oentury a legionary centurion was r e g u l a r l y 

appointed praeposltus numeri e t regioms over the Fylde, where the heavy 
17 

horses f o r the Sarmatian cavalry were reared. 1 

However, by f a r the most d e t a i l e d p i c t u r e of the use of m i l i t a r y 

personnel i n police work comes from Egypt, because many of the papyri 
i 

i 

recording the complaints made t o them have come to l i g h t . Occasionally 

a decurion i s mentioned, -but-mostly the person i s a centurion-. These 

o f f i c e r s were stationed i n s e c u r i t y areas on the edge of c u l t i v a t i o n ; 

the complaints come mostly from v i l l a g e s along the f r i n g e of the northern 

edge of the oasis ( f o r example, Socnopaei Nesus, Karanis, P h i l a d e l p h i a ) , 

but a few come from the south (Tebtunis) and south-west (Euhemena) 

f r i n g e s . Very occasionally a complaint i s made t o a centurion and also 
- _ i 

to a c i v i l i a n magistrate and presumably the m i l i t a r y were responsible 

f o r maintaining law and order i n those areas i n which i t was more 

convenient f o r the Roman a u t h o r i t i e s t o make use of them rather than o f 

c i v i l i a n s . The e a r l i e s t example i s dated t o 20 B.C. and they continue 

i n t o the t h i r d and even the f o u r t h oentury. There i s q u i t e c l e a r l y a 

standard form i n which the person made his complaint: the name and 

address of the aggrieved p a r t y , the nature of the complaint, and the 

request f o r the centurion t o i n v e s t i g a t e , question, a r r e s t , and punish. 

There i s only one exceptions 
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"To Valerius Ilaximus, the centurion over the region, from 
Taoutes, daughter of Stotoeteus, p r i e s t e s s , of the v i l l a g e 
of Soonopaei Hesus i n the d i v i s i o n of Heraoleides. 
S i r , your kindness surpasses th a t of anyone else i n the world, 
and I , a helpless widow, have need of t h i s same kindness. 
The matter i s l i k e t h i s : " 

Unfortunately the papyrus i s l o s t from there onwards and i t i s not known 
18 

what caused t h i s unusual form of appeal. 

The most common complaint made to a centurion or decurion on police 

work was about assault. Sometimes there was no motives Paoebcis 

reported to the decurion Longinue m A*E. 167*168 t h a t he and his brother 

Onnophris had been attacked f o r no reason by Satornilus and a gang of 

men; h i s brother was c r i t i c a l l y i l l and Pacebcis asked t h a t Satornilus 

should be arrested and brought t o t r i a l . Money, however, was o f t e n the 

motive i n one way or another. On 27th A p r i l , A.D. 37 at Euhemeria, 

Petermuthis, a t a x - o f f i c i a l , and a companion, l f h i l e t r y i n g t o reoover a 

debt from two shepherds, were beaten by them and robbed of money and a 

b e l t ) the centurion C. Trebius Justus was asked t o i n v e s t i g a t e . I n 

cA.D. 102 a p r i e s t asked the centurion Messius Audaz t o ar r e s t on a 

charge of assault four men who owed him money but refused to pay; they 

had attacked him, t o r n his c l o t h i n g , and threatened to k i l l him. Two 

brothers complained to the centurion Prooulus i n A.D. 175-180 tha t when 

t h e n f a t h e r had died, two of h i s h e i r s had oome t o the house and stAlen 

some r i n g s ; when the sons attempted t o prevent them, they had been 

beaten; they asked Proculus t o a r r e s t and question the two men. 

S t o t o e t i s , who stated that physioally he was weak, had suffered repeatedly 

from b u l l y i n g and violence a t the hands of Hecysis, one of h i s in-laws, 
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who was now demanding t h a t S t o t o e t i s sign over to him h i s share of some 

j o i n t property, or he would k i l l him; on 27th September, A.D, I84, he 

f i n a l l y managed to sorew up enough courage t o ask the centurion Aurelius 

Antonius t o a r r e s t and question Heoysis\ and said he would then press 

even more serious charges. When the sow belonging t o the daughter o f 

an ei g h t y year old Arab archer got away, he asked the s o l d i e r i n t o whose 

house i t had run, i f i t was s t i l l there, but had been assaulted by the 

l a t t e r ; he accordingly reported the matter t o the centurion Aurelius 
' ' 19 Maroianus on 22nd November, A.D. 248. ' 

The ceMurions were often asked t o investigate cases of t h e f t and 

larceny. On 7th A p r i l , A.D. 216, Aurelius Pacyseus reported to the 

centurion Aurelius Calvisius Maximus th a t seven artabae of wheat had been 

stol e n from a store i n the upper storey of his daughter-in-law's house; 

the thieves had effeoted an entry by c u t t i n g through the c e i l i n g of the 

' room below. He had already made some enquiries himself and suspected 

some people whom he asked Maximus to a r r e s t . I t i s known t h a t on the 

same day he also sent an i d e n t i c a l l e t t e r t o the c i v i l i a n €Tp*-T>jyof. 

On 18th November, A.D. 176, Soterichus of Tebtunis found t h a t the door 
1 

of h i s unoccupied house had been forced and the oontents completely 

ransacked; he would f u r n i s h a f u l l l i s t of the missing a r t i c l e s and 

asked t h a t enquiries should be made. On 24th November, A.P. 133, 

Papontos reported t h a t someone had stolen four goatskins and four fleeces; 

he asked that enquiries should be made and the g u i l t y arrested and 

punished. On the n i g h t of 24th November, at some time i n the second 
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oentury, v»hile Herais and her daughter were away, some people had 

broken i n t o t h e i r house, k i l l e d the b u t l e r , h i s brother, and the daughter' 

maid, and sto l e n c l o t h i n g , the s i l v e r , money, and jew e l r y ; she reported 

the matter to the decurlon Antonius Longus and gave a d e t a i l e d inventory 

i n o l u d i n g s i z e , shape, colour, m a t e r i a l , e t c ; she seems to have been 

more concerned at the loss of her valuables than the murder of the three 

servants. I n one instance the complainant had a c t u a l l y caught the t h i e f 

red-handedi Limnaeus, a steward on the estate of Doryphorus, requested 

the centurion L. A(nnius ( ? } ) t o have Apollonius and h i s accomplice sent 

to him; he and hie men nad caught them i n the aot of p i c k i n g o l i v e s 
20 

from the estate a t dawn on 28th September, A.D. 71. 
r 

Yet another aspect of p o l i c e work i n which m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s were 

involved was ooncerned w i t h missing persons. Kemous reported t o the 

centurion J u l i u s Julianus and the decurion J u l i u s Conon t h a t her husband 

had l e f t t h e i r house i n Philadelphia i n the e a r l y afternoon of 2nd March, 

A.P. 207, and had not been seen since, although search p a r t i e s had been 

organised. Julianus was kept busy, beoause on 11th October i n the same 

year he was requested by twenty-five v i l l a g e r s of Soonopaei Hesus to 

a r r e s t f i v e brothers who were t e r r o r i s i n g the v i l l a g e and preventing the 

sowing of the crops. Another woman, however, suspected f o u l play* on 

22nd December, A.D. 216, she reported t o the' centurion Aurelius J u l i u s 

Marcellinus t h a t her f a t h e r , a hunter c a l l e d Calabis, and her brother 

Nilus had l e f t t h e i r home i n the v i l l a g e of Tebtunis on 29th November, 

to hunt hares and had not yet returned; she continued. 
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"1 therefore suspect that thejr have come t o a f a t a l end, and 
I submit t h i s statement t o inform you of the matter, so tha t 
i f they have come t o a f a t a l end, the g u i l t y persons may he 
held accountable t o me." 

She had also submitted a copy of her statement t o the c i v i l i a n CTpftT^yoj 

From the same v i l l a g e a few years e a r l i e r i n A.D* 201 comes a v a r i a t i o n 

on the themet Heraclia complained to the centurion Gallus that her husband 

Hermes had runn o f f w i t h a l l the money her parents had l e f t i n t h e i r w i l l 
21 

and was squandering i t . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the above examples of burglary, robbery, and assault, 

there are also a few examples of other crimes reported t o centurions. 

There was a case of malicious damage i n the time of Severus Alexander i n 

the v i l l a g e of Tebtunist while Aurelius Heracleides was away on o f f i c i a l 

business, his she-ass escaped; some of his neighbours organised a search 

party and found the ass t i e d up and dead; he asked the centurion Aurelius 

Basileides t o in v e s t i g a t e the matter and punish the c u l p r i t . On 9th May, 

A.D. 192, Sabinus Zosimus reported to Valerius Germanus a case of arson 

by person or persons unknown at Karanis on the night of the 7th. The 

same area had another f i r e - r a i s e r t on the night of the 10th August, A.D. 

214, Satyrus reported t o the centurion Aurelius Valerianus t h a t some 

unknown person had set f i r e t o a l l the vines t h a t he possessed causing 

considerable damage; he requested Valerianus t o take steps t o apprehend 

the g u i l t y party. There was a case of trespassing, threatening 

behaviour, and robbery: Hermon owned some property near the v i l l a g e of 

Teis t h a t included a f i s h i n g pool, f o r whioh he paid taxes; a large 

number of fishermen, aided and abetted by a s o l d i e r T i t i u s , had come 
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without permission and caught f i s h t o the value of a s i l v e r t a l e n t ; 

when he remonstrated w i t h them, they threatened h i n ^ As a tax-paying 

c i t i z e n , he aBked the centurion Q. Caius Passer on 12th May, A.D. 31, 

to a r r e s t xne accused and compel them t o pay the value of the s t o l e n 
22 

f i s h , and not to trespass i n f u t u r e . 

I n most of the instances c i t e d above, the centurion or decurion i s 

requested t o detain a suspect person f o r questioning or t o arr e s t a 

g u i l t y one. There are a fev cases where a centurion gives i n s t r u c t i o n s 

t o t h i s e f f e c t . On 19th J u l y , 20 B.C., Petesuohes was ordered t o 

b r i n g i n a woman wanted f o r questioning by 'Anchorlphis, the centurion 

at SendrypaeiB'. Similar demands to 'produce a wanted person were made 

over two centuries l a t e r , by Aurelius Xyrus m the opening years of the 

t h i r d century and i n A.D. 211 by Crenuleius Q u i n t i l i a n u s . On 6th 

January, A.D. 242 ( ? ) • a centurion ordered Syrus, who was a c t i n g as 

f i p a T r j y o j f o r Oxyrhynchus, to send several people t o him who were 

suspected of being involved i n embezzlement i n d e l i v e r i e s of corn) he 

was sending a s t a t i o n a r i u s as escort. Another centurion ordered the 

chiefs of the v i l l a g e of Syra to send up a person who was wanted. 

Sarapodorus t o l d h i s brother Phanion t h a t i f he d i d not t u r n up to give 

evidence on his behalf before h i s b a i l expired, he would get the 

centurion t o issue a subpoena and send a s o l d i e r t o d e l i v e r i t and 

escort Phanion to the court. I n one example where a oenturion issues 

i n s t r u c t i o n s , an a r r e s t seems t o be imminent; the l e t t e r i s m Greek 
23 

w i t h the L a t i n date of 4th June added at the bottom* 
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"From Domitius Julianus, the centurion. 
On r e c e i p t of my f i r e t l e t t e r i n f a c t , you should not have 
ignored i t , hut come to me and informed me to whom the crops 
belonged t h a t have caused the dispute. But now, on r e c e i p t 
of t h i s l e t t e r , come t o me, as the agents of Heron the 
Bxegetes are making vehement charges against you." 

I t i s q u i t e clear t h a t each centurion did not specialise i n 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g one p a r t i c u l a r form of crime, hut dealt w i t h each case that 

was brought t o his a t t e n t i o n . Hention has already been made of J u l i u s 

Julianus, who was asked t o in v e s t i g a t e i n the same year A.D. 207 a oase 

of a missing husband from Philadelphia and a mob of hoodlums t e r r o r i s i n g 

Socnopaei ftesus. However, the best example i s Ammonius Paternus i n A.D. 

193* On 18th A p r i l he received a complaint from Melas of Socnopaei 

Nesus who possessed equal shares w i t h his cousin Harpagathes i n a walled 

s i t e i n which the; stored fodder. On the previous day Harpagathes had 

come along i n a v i o l e n t rage, seized lie las's fodder, refused t o al l o t * 

him t o use h i s own p a r t , t r i e d t o olaim t h a t every t h i n g belonged to him, 

and driven him away; he asked Paternus t o send f o r Harpagathes. Six 

weeks l a t e r on 2nd June he received a eomplaint from Syrus of Arsinoej 

he and his brother had paid the whole of t h a t month's g r a i n tax and nine 

out of ten artabae of another tax. Because of t h i s one outstanding 

artaba, four t a x - o f f i c i a l s had come while he was i n the f i e l d s , taken 

his mother's dress, and beaten her; she was now seriously i l l i n bed. 

He asked t h a t these men be arrested. A f o r t n i g h t l a t e r on 17th June, 

A c i a r i s and Onnophris from Maremphes reported t h a t two nights e a r l i e r 

someone - they did not know who - had s t o l e n twelve boxes of vegetable 
, 24 

seeds from t h e i r farmlands; would Paternus please organise a search. 
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There are also one or two Instances not i n the papyri where a 

centurion i n Egypt i s asked t o take police a c t i o n . I n the middle of the 

second century a husband whose Ch r i s t i a n wife had divorced him; because 

he refused t o mend h i s ways, persuaded a centurion who was a f r i e n d of 

h i s , t o a r r e s t Ptolemy who had been responsible f o r converting the «ife 

to C h r i s t i a n i t y . The centurion accordingly arrested Ptolemy, interrogated 

him, and put him i n prison t o await t r i a l . I n A.D. 250 Nemesion was 

f a l s e l y accused before a centurion of associating w i t h brigands) he 

ea s i l y cleared himself of t h i s charge, but was then accused of being a 

C h r i s t i a n ; the centurion therefore arrested him and sent him i n chains 

to the P r e f e c t . 2 ^ 

Centurions were employed i n a s i m i l a r way and a t times arrested 

people on various charges i n other provinces. This i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d 

by the case of the Emperor ISaorinus, who was forced t o f l e e a f t e r his 

forces had been defeated by those of Elagabalus, and also the case of 

his son Diadumenianus i n A.D. 218t 

"While he was a t Chaloedon, Macrinus was seized. On the 
a r r i v a l of the men who had been sent by Elagabalus [ . . . . ] , 
he was arrested by Aurelius Celsus, a centurion, and taken 
as f a r as Cappadocia, as i f he were one of the lowest 
c r i m i n a l s . There he l e a r n t t h a t h i s son also had been arrested; 
while Diadumenianus was t r a v e l l i n g through Zeugma, where i n 
the course of a previous journey he had been declared Caesar, 
Claudius P o l l i o , the centurion of the f o r t , arrested him." 

I n 'A3.D.73 Antiochus, the k i n g of Commagene, was suspected of treacherously 

corresponding w i t h the Parthians; h i s army under h i s two sons fought 
26 

w i t h u n i t s of the Roman forces i n Syria under Paetus and the k i n g f l e d t 
"On his a r r i v a l a t Tarsus i n C i l i c i a , Antiochus was arrested 
by a s o l d i e r dispatched by Paetus, who sent him t o Rome i n 
chains." 
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The papyri provide f u r t h e r information ahout the uee of i n d i v i d u a l 
soldiers' t o keep the peace i n the country. According t o the l i s t o f 
duties t h a t took Egyptian legionaries away from' camp f o r a c e r t a i n length 
of time. T. Flavius Valens l e f t on 19th September, A.D. 87 f o r ohora. 
He was thus one of the s e c u r i t y forces stationed i n the countryside. 
There was also co-operation between the Roman army and the native police 
and guards organised by the c i v i l i a n a u t h o r i t i e s . I n the l a t e second 
century a centurion issued i n s t r u c t i o n s i n Greek addressed t o the elders 
and o f f i c i a l s o f the v i l l a g e of Taurenust 

"From Donitius Annianus, the centurion. 
See t o i t t h a t the usual guard i s provided from your tower 
as f a r as the boundaries of the farmstead c a l l e d Amminus's." 

The date i s given, as often when a oenturion writes to c i v i l i a n s i n 

Greek, i n L a t i n at the bottom} t h i s was presumably so t h a t the oopy could 

be c o r r e c t l y f i l e d w i t h the m i l i t a r y . Personnel from the army were even. 

attached to ships; i n the f i r s t oentury legionaries were seconded t o the 

ITOTccpo ̂ «Xo.Kciec t o provide the m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t y , i f necessary, t o 

levy t o l l s and inspect cargoes at the Delta or guard the banks and canals 

i n i t s upper reaches from bandits. Accordingly, a papyrus records t h a t 

T. Flavius Celer l e f t w i t h the r i v e r guard ( E x i t cum potamofulacide) 
o 

and returned l a t e r i n the same year on 24th May, cA.D. 80. The r i v e r 

gAard was l a t e r absorbed by the f l e e t , but s o l d i e r s were s t i l l seconded 

to provide the p a t r o l s w i t h the necessary s e c u r i t y ; a document o f the 

e a r l y t h i r d century contains the oaths of c e r t a i n r i v e r guards who swear 

to do t h e i r dutieB properlyt 
"On the usual boat w i t h the s o l d i e r on guard beside us so t h a t 
nothing untoward might happen." 
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I t i s thus q u i t e clear t h a t the s o l d i e r was there to provide the 
f 

necessary p r o t e c t i o n f o r the s a i l o r s (p6TA TO\J *j(J£iV 

flrtipa4tfKoLCSovTo$ CrpaTinrrou ftTofr*jp* y6v€C0«t). 
Hearly a l l legionary f o r t s were si t u a t e d on a navigable r i v e r and 

maintained a number of small boats f o r p a t r o l purposes; thus a disce(n)s 

epibata of l e g i o V I I Claudia was on a supply or c o n t r o l mission at 

Haissus on the River Margus i n the second h a l f of the second century. 

I t i s known tha t i n the l a t e r seoond century also l e g i o XXII Primigenia 

at Mainz c o n t r o l l e d i t s own n a v a l i a i presumably they used t h e i r boats 

f o r a s i m i l a r purpose; at any r a t e , the legion had shipwrights 
T 

(naupegi). A s t e e r i n g oar was discovered at Newstead; perhaps the 

legionaries there kept p a t r o l s on the Tweed. A gubernator of l e g i o V I 

V i o t r i x died at York} perhaps he may have p i l o t e d p a t r o l vessels up the 
27 

upper reaches of the Ouse. 

The b e n e f l o i a r i u s oonsularis i s an exoellent example of a s o l d i e r 

seconded f o r various duties outside the camp. Exactly how many there 

were t o each province i s not known, but t h i r t y are twice a t t e s t e d 

attached to the headquarters of the legatus l e g i o n i s I I I Augustas 

provinciae Bumidiae t Tacitus states t h a t when the command of the legion 

was taken away from the proconsul Africae and entrusted completely t o 

the legatuB l e g i o n i s , the benefloia were shared between the two, and 

epigraphy shows t h a t other members of the praetorlum of the governor 

of Bumidia were less i n number than those elsewhere; perhaps the number 

of b e n e f i o i a r i i consularls f o r other provinces was s i x t y , although i t i s 
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possible that the t o t a l varied with the size and needs of each province. 

They were seconded to perform various duties. The governor might 
use one to carry an important message to another provinces L. Julius 
Ursus Servianus, the governor of Upper Germany, sent one i n A.B. 98 from 
Mainz to Cologne i n Lover Germany to inform Trajan that Nerva was dead. 
However, they were generally stationed i n posts either on the f r o n t i e r 
l i n e i t s e l f or on the major lines of communication, and especially where 
the two met. This can well he seen by di s t r i b u t i o n maps of the sites 
where Toeneficiarii oonsularis are attested i n the provmoes of eastern 
Europe and also very clearly i n Lower Germany. The same pattern emerges 
i n Britains i n the f r o n t i e r zone beneficiarius posts are known at 
Housesteads, Chesterholm, and Risingham, and on the major lines of 
communication at Catteriok, Binohester, Lanchester, and of oourse Risingham 
on the main road east of the Pennines, and at Greta Bridge on the road 
over the Stainmore Pass connecting York and Stanwix, and i n the west at 
Lancaster. Occasionally a benefioiarius was situated i n a post i n the 
i n t e r i o r of the province, as at Winchester and Dorchester on Thames. 
Presumably the ben(efioiarius) l e g ( a t i ) pro(praetore) who died at Uroxeter 

29 
was engaged on o f f i c i a l business i n the then forward zone. 

Those stationed i n posts on the main roads were clearly intended to 
ensure that the lines of communication were kept open. Somaszweski 
pointed out that a large proportion of ben e f i o i a r i i consularfts set up 
altars to the goddesses of roads and crossroads (Biviae Triviae 
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Quadnviae)8 i t i s therfore not surprising to discover that i n A.E. 191 
the benefioiarius oonsularis Q. Varius V i t a l i s restored an a l t a r to 
'the god who devised roads and paths' at Catterick, a mile or two south 
of the junction of the road over Stainmore to Carlisle and Stanwix and 
the raain road north to Coibridge. On the f r o n t i e r they w i l l have 
supervised the t r a f f i c crossing to and f r o and exacted whatever t o l l s 
and charges were necessary, and presumably supervised markets held nearby 
or i n the v i o i 9 i f there were no local magistrates. Such posts are 
always near a f o r t , either legionary or auxi l i a r y , or a town, especially 
one on which trade routes converge. Some at least of the be n e f i o i a r i i 
had a small s t a f f to assist them, for at Vazanis a benefioiarius and 
short-hand clerks (exceptores) j o i n t l y set up an a l t a r . On the side of 
an inscription the benefioiarius Q. Aemilius Rufus portrayed a w r i t i n g -
case and various writing implements that he had used i n his post at 
Salonae. A benefioiarius and a villous manned a customs post at Mainz 
and b e n e f i c i a r i i and other Poman soldiers are mentioned on the t a r i f f 
l i s t at Lambaesis. I t i s probably more than chance that the only f o r t 
i n B r i t a i n which i s t r u l y per lineam v a l l i that has a beneficlarius 
oonsularis attested stationed there, i s also the only one with a gateway 
through the Wall other than at a f o r t , milecastle, or road, namely 
Housesteads with the gateway at the Knag Burn. An inscription from 
Aquincum dated to A.D. 210 mentions two beneficiaieii consularis who were 
agentes curan l e g ( i o n i s ) ; they seem to have been responsible for 
supervising the passage of commerce and t r a f f i c between the territorium 
legkonis and the territorium ooloniae. Benefioiarii stationed i n towns 
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far from the f r o n t i e r were probably appointed to supervise some particular 
local matter. During the course of the t h i r d century, requests f o r 
police action were put to the benefioiarn stationed i n Egypt i n the same 
way as to the centurions. At any rate, i n the f i r s t quarter of the 
th i r d century Ter t u l l i a n complains that h e n e f i c i a r i i and curiosi i n the 
course of th e i r work vi s i t e d shopkeepers, butchers, thieves, gamblers, 
and pimps, who were on their f i l e s , as well as Christians, and took money. 
I t i s also highly probable that the b e n e f i o i a r i i stationed i n key 
positions throughout the countryside could pass on intelligence 
information that they came across. An inscription from Alta Ripa i n 
A.P. 181 shows that there was a certain amount of co-operation between 
the various s t a t i o n e s . ^ 

L i t t l e i s known about the precise location and appearance of the 
• 

station.es. The number and location would of course depend on the 
importance of the s i t e and geographical factors; there were, for example, 
at least four at Cologne, the capital of Lower Germanyt at the south 
gate of the c i t y , i n front of the south tower of the colonia, on the l e f t 
bank of the Rhine, and also on the opposite side at KtJln-Deutz. At 
Stookstadt the s t a t i o lay between the f o r t and the crossing of the Main 
and similarly, at niG&osskrotzenburg i t lay between the west gate of the 
f o r t and the Roman bridge over the Main} however, at Obernburg the post 
was sited along the road south of the f o r t and not between i t and the 
ri v e r . At Saalburg the post was probably the building outside the east 
gate (porta principalis s i n i s t r a ) on the Roman road running north from 
Reddernheim and crossing the f r o n t i e r at the f o r t . At RiBingham the 

http://ion.es
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atatio was perhaps to the north-west of the f o r t between i t and the 
bridge crossing the Rede. I t has been suggested with great probability 

that the small square building underneath the Church of St. Georg i n 
' "\ 1 Cologne represents one of the stationss m the c i t y . 

I t i s quite dear that a beneficiariue oonsularis served i n his post 
for a fixed length of time. Many set up an a l t a r expleto tempore or 
exacta stations, when they had finished t h e i r stipulated term i n a post. 
Often they did more than one term, as when they state i t e r a t a stations or 
prima stationery.uAn inscription from Risingham v e i l i l l u s t r a t e s t h i s t 
Seoundinus set up an alt a r and described himself as 'benefioiarius 
oonsularis on his f i r s t tour of duty at Risingham' ( b ] f cos Habitanci 
prima a t a t ) . Analysis of dedications has revealed that the length of 
the tour and the day on which i t commenced and ended, varied from province 
to province} i n Upper Germany the tour was for six months starting on 
the idus Ianuariae (13th January) or ldus Iuliae (15th Jul$, i n Norioum 
the date tended to be the idus Maiae (15th May), and i n Upper Pannonia 

32 
i t tended to be round about October. 

I t i s not known for how long a man would remain a benefioiarius 
consularis or how many tours of duty he would do at any one s t a t i o , i f 
indeed there were any definite rules about suoh matters. Claudius 
Pompeianus set up a dedication i n Praunheim on 13th January, A.D. 213 
and set up another eight years lat e r to the day at Grosskrotzenburg, but 

33 
had been replaced here by 16th January, A.D. 223 at the la t e s t . 
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Host c i t i e s i n provinces not under the Emperor's control were policed 

by c i v i l i a n s paid for and appointed by the local authorities. However, 
sometimes the capital or some other very important c i t y received a 
detachment of the Roman army to act as a polioe force and maintain law 
and order; for example, an urban cohort was stationed at Lyons to guard 
the mint, and another at Carthage. In suoh instances the soldiers were 
presumably used i n the same way as those under the praefeotus urbi at 
Rome; the Digest l i s t s among his duties thatt 

"Quite d e a r l y he must have soldiers stationed at intervals 
to keep the populace quiet and to report to him events and 
where they are taking place." 

This policy can well be i l l u s t r a t e d from Pliny's correspondence with 
Trajani 

" I t was a very wise move, Sir, on your part i n ordering 
Calpurnius Maoer to send a legionary centurion to Byzantium. 
Please consider giving similar attention to Jul i o p o l i s . 
Because i t i s such a small c i t y , i t sustains very heavy burdens, 
and so much heavier are the wrongs i t bears, because i t i s so 
much weaker. Whatever help you grant Juliopolis w i l l benefit 
the whole province, as i t i s on the f r o n t i e r of Bithynia, and 
most people t r a v e l l i n g through the province crocs there." 

Trajan's reply, however, shows that the number of towns i n this category 
n 34 was very smallt 

"Byzantium i s an exceptional case, because of the crowds of i 
travellers flocking i n from a l l quarters. Accordingly, 
following the praotice of previous times, I deemed i t proper 
to aid i t s magistrates by means of a garrison under a legionary 
centurion. But i f I decide to help Juliopolis i n the same 
way, I shall burden myself with a precedent, beoause other 
c i t i e s , especially the weaker ones, w i l l request the same aid. 
I have such oonfidenoe i n your carefulness that I believe 
you w i l l use every means to protect the town from wrongs. 
I f anyone commits a breach of the peace, he i s to be arrested 
at once; should the offenoe be too serious for summary 
punishment, i n the case of soldiers you must n o t i f y t h e i r 
o f f i c e r of your findings, or, i n the case of people returning 
to Rome, inform me by l e t t e r . " 
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Josephus gives many examples of the use of Roman soldiers as police 

to maintain lav and order i n the various c i t i e s of Judaea. In A.D. 26, 
when the Jews refused to give way on the question of admitting the images 
of the Emperor into Jerusalem, Pilate surrounded them i n the stadium at 
Caesarea with soldiers three deep whom he ordered to move the Jews on at 
sword point i f necessary. Later, fearing trouble as a result of his 
decision to build an aqueduct, he put soldiers i n plain clothes among the 
crowd and ordered them to use batons, not thei r swords, to clear them. 
The Jews and Syrians i n Caesarea quarrelled and r i o t i n g broke out) Felix 
ordered the Jews to leave the forum, but they refused; he then armed his 
soldiers and cleared the place, and some Jews were k i l l e d , others captured. 
However, moderate Jewish leaders prevailed upon him to have the r e c a l l 
signalled. A* tew years later i n Nay A.D. 66 trouble broke out between 
the Greeks and Jews at Caeaarea; the Jewish leaders bribed Florus to 
adjudicate i n t h e i r favour and he took their money but did not f u l f i l his 
side of the bargain. Jucundus, a praefectus alae appointed to set t l e 
the dispute, was unable to do soi when the Jewish leadezs reminded Florus 
about the money, he had them arrested and put i n custody. In June of 
the same year the actions of the troopB at Jerusalem i n quelling r i o t i n g 
caused distress to the Jewish leaders, and eventually the governor Florus 
had to intervene with his armyi 

"Summoning the high priests and the Council, he announced that 
he would evacuate the c i t y , but would leave them whatever 
garrison they thought f i t . They promised to maintain complete 
order and prevent any uprising, i f he l e f t them one cohort, 
but not the one they had fought; the people hated i t beoause 
of what they had suffered from i t . Florus accordingly 
replaced the cohort as they requested, and withdrew with the 
rest of his forces to Caesarea." 



-472-
On the outbreak of the rebellion i n August the new cohort and i t s 

35 
praefectus Metilius were massacred. ' 

Jerusalem provides a good example of the use of a unit of the Roman 
army to maintain law and order i n an important but turbulent c i t y . From 
a statement by Josephus referring to the year A.D. 51, i t i s quite clear 
that the auxiliary cohort stationed at Jerusalem was put on special al e r t 
at a l l the Jewish feasts, especially the Fasoovert 

"The people had gathered i n Jerusalem for the feast of unleavened 
bread, and the Roman cohort had taken up i t s position above 
the portico of the Temple; soldiers i n f u l l battle k i t always 
mount guard at the feasts to prevent any disorder from such 
a large crowd." 

In another account he says: 
"When the feast called Passover was at hand, at whioh i t i s 
our custom to serve unleavened bread, a large crowd assembled 
from a l l quarters for the feast. Cumanus, fearing that some 
disorder would thus arise, gave orders for one unit of soldiers 
to take up th e i r arms and stand guard on the porticoes to quell 
any disorder that might arise. This action was taken at the 
feasts by a l l the procurators of Judaea." 

Elsewhere he describes how at one point the tower of Antonia impinged on 
the porticoes of the Temple, where there were stepst 

"A Roman cohort was permanently quartered i n Antonia. At 
the feasts they were posted i n f u l l battle k i t at intervals 
around the porticoes and watched the people to prevent any 
disturbances. *• 

In A.D. 51 the coarse humour of one of these soldiers provoked r i o t i n g 
whioh forced Cumanus to o a l l i n the rest of his army i n f u l l battle k i t 
as reinforcements. The disturbances lasted f o r almost a year and 
eventually Quadratus, the governor of Syria, had to intervene, and Celer, 
the tribune i n command of the cohort, was sent to Rome, court-martialled 
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and dismisoed the force with ignominy, and handed over to the Jews f o r 
execution. Quadratue personally supervised the arrangements for keeping 
the peace at the Passover of A.D. 52, whioh passed without trouble, and 
Cestius Gallus did the same i n A.D. 65. A history of r i o t i n g at the 
Passover shows the need for the cohort stationed at Jerusalem to he put 
on special a l e r t . The chief priests and elders planned to have Christ 
arrested before the Passover i n the hope of avoiding r i o t s ; when sentence 
was passed on him on the second day of unleavened bread, the whole cohort 
was drawn up ready i n the governor's residence to take up i t s position. 
There i s the po s s i b i l i t y that t h i s oohort was seconded to xhe use of the 
c l i e n t king to keep the peace at Jerusalem at the Passover.^ 

There are several references to t h i s cohort i n Jerusalem m 
connection with the arrest, t r i a l , and execution of Christ; one Gospel 
reoords t 

"Judas took the cohort and the police provided by the chief 
priests and the Pharisees, and they made their way equipped 
with lamps, torches, and weapons . . . . 'Then the tribune and 
the cohort and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and put him 
i n chains; they took him f i r s t to Annas." 

After the sentence was passed, the soldiers of the governor, Pontius 
Pilate, who had been present at the t r i a l , took Christ away: 

"Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus to the 
governor's residence and paraded the whole oohort round him." 

The soldiers are mentioned i n another accountt 
"The soldiers led him inside the courtyard, that i s inside 
the governor'8 residence, and assembled the whole cohort." 

37 The men of the execution squad were, of course, Roman soldiers. 
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Soldiers were also employed to carry out the j u d i c i a l sentences 
passed by t h e i r commanding offioer or, i f they were seconded to provincial 
headquarters, by the governor. In the l a t t e r instance they were normally 
speculatores, and i t i s interesting to see that when the Gospel of Hark 

whom Herod sent to execute John the Baptist; clearly Herod was modelling 
his army on that of the Romans. A centurion was making the preparations 
to f l o g Paul i n A.D. 58. Similarly the New Testament provides details 
i n the case of Christt after sentence had been passed on him, Christ was 
handed over to the soldiers for flogging. The execution party consisted 
of a squad of four armed soldiers with a oenturion i n charge; to pass 
the time after crucifying the three condemned men and while waiting for 
them to die, the soldiers drank v i n ordinaire and diced for the clothes 
of the oondemned, as they were legally e n t i t l e d to do. Later, at the 
request of the Jews, Pilate ordered the soldiers to break the legs of 
the prisoners. 

Although the bodies of the criminals who had been executed were 
mostly handed over to the relatives for b u r i a l , m certain special cases 
the corpses were l e f t unburied as a publio warning end example to others; 
i n such circumstances a guard of one or more soldiers was posted to 
watch over the remains. This i s well i l l u s t r a t e d i n the tale of Eumolpust 
the governor of an eastern province had ordered that some captured brigands 
should be executed; the armed soldier posted to guard the corpses (miles 
qui oruces asservabat ne quia ad sepulturam corpus detraheret) f e l l m 

was written, the term was used to describe the soldier 
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love with a beautiful widow and during the course of t h e i r romance and 
his absence from his guard post (laxatam custodiam), one of the relatives 
took down one of the corpses and buried i t ; the soldier planned to 
commit suicide to avoid execution f o r having deseited his post, but the 
widow suggested they put the corpse of her husband on the cross instead. 
Similarly, the remains of the Christians exeouted at Lyons under Marcus 
Aurelius were guarded by soldierss 

"They threw out to the dogs those who had been strangled i n 
the j a i l and guarded them carefully by night and by day, so 
that none of them might be attended by us. Then they threw 
out the remains l e f t by the wild animals and the f i r e , torn 
and charred, and the heads of the others and the rest of the 
bodies similarly unburied. These they watched with a 
mi l i t a r y guard for many days." 

Eusebius makes i t quite clear that there was nothing unusual i n 
ir«p€$vKeiTT©V p€TGL tTTpeiTt WTIK*)$ IfTipC^Siet J. The same 
principle can he seen i n operation after the execution of Christ. When 
Joseph of Arimathaea requested the body for burial (Jewish law forbade 
that corpses should be l e f t unburied during the Passover), Pilate sent 
for the centurion who had supervised the execution, to confirm that Christ 
was m fact dead. Then the Jewish leaders on the Saturday wished the 
guard to be transferred from Calvary to the tomb to prevent an attempt on 
the part of the Disciples to cause further trouble by removing the corpse. 
Pilate granted them a mi l i t a r y guard (t^(eT6 KovfTwSieiv), whioh they 
then posted outside the entrance, after they had sealed i t , to guard the 
tomb. At the sight of the t e r r i f y i n g apparition at dawn on the Sunday, 
the guards were p e t r i f i e d with fear. Later they returned to 

o 

Jerusalem* 
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"After the women had set o f f , some of the guards returned to 
the c i t y and reported to the chief priests a l l that had ' 
happened* After meeting with the elders and conferring 
together, they gave the soldiers a substantial bribe and 
to l d them, 'Say, "His disciples came during the night while 
we were aBleep and stole the body." I f the governor should 
get to hear of t h i s , we w i l l put matters r i g h t with him and 
see that you dom'-t get into trouble.' The soldiers took 
the money and did what they were t o l d . This story became 
widely known and even today i s current m Jewish circles."' 

A governor of a whole province, aocording to Ulpian, had the power 
of condemning criminals to the mines. I t i s clear that such dangerous 
convicts damnati i n metalla would need a m i l i t a r y guard to prevent them 
from escaping. At Ptolemais Hermiu i n Egypt the soldiers guarding the 
convicts set up dedications wishing themselves good luck (omnibus 
commilitonibus qui hie fuerunt ad oustodias f e l i c ( i t e r ) ) ; the units 
Involved were the cohors scutata oivium Romanorum and oohors I I I Ituraeorum, 
who were a l l under the supervision of a deourion of ala Yooontiorum. Q. 
Caesius Valens. Presumably the soldiers guarding the woman slave of 
M. Cocceius Pirmus at the salt-works near the F i r t h of Forth had not been 
able to keep a very close watch on the convicts. There are many other 
examples of soldiers i n charge of people at mines and quarries, some, 
although not a l l , o f whom were convicts. Prisoners of war were often 
sent to the mines under m i l i t a r y guardt after the capture of Jerusalem 
i n A.D. 70 Titus sent large numbers of able-bodied Jewish prisoners i n 
chains to the mines i n Egypt; three years e a r l i e r his father Vespasian 
had sent 6,000 prisoners to do navvying for Nero's canal across the 
Corinthian Isthmus; the road from Tariohaeae to Tiberias was lined with 
soldiers who presumably guarded the prisoners on t h e i r journey to and stay 
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i n Greece. Under Marcus Aurelius Christians were, i t is alleged, kept 
under guard working i n the mines i n Sardinia and extensively i n the East 
l a t e r . ^ 

A very f u l l picture of how a Roman m i l i t a r y unit on police work 
was expected to keep the peaoe, maintain law and order, stop r i o t i n g and 
prevent lynchinge can be seen i n Jerusalem i n A.D. 58, when the tribune 
Claudius fysias and his oohort were called upon to rescue Paul from the 
fury of the mob. The f i r s t trouble was caused by some Jews from Asia 
who incited the mob: 

"The whole c i t y was i n uproar with the orowds m i l l i n g together; 
they seized Paul and dragged him out of the Temple and shut 
the gates immediately. While they were seeking to k i l l him, 
a report reached the tribune i n command of the cohort that 
the whole of Jerusalem was i n turmoil} he immediately took 
some centurions and soldiers and came down on the r i o t e r s at 
the double. On seeing the tribune and the soldiers, they 
stopped beating'Paulj the tribune came forward, arrested Paul, 
and ordered him to be shackled with two chains. He then asked < 
who the man was and what he had done. Some of the crowd 
shouted one thing, some anotherj as he could not learn the 
t r u t h because of the hubbub, he gave orders that Paul should 
be taken into the barracks. When he reached the steps, 
Paul had to be carried by the soldiers .because of the violence 
of the mob who pursued them closely shouting ' K i l l him.''." 

When about to enter the barracks, Paul asked the tribune for permission 
to speak to the mob. On learning that his prisoner was not the false 
prophet whose followers had recently caused much trouble, Iysias gave 
his permission. However, Paul soon provoked the crowd and further 
n o t i n g ensued; the tribune was compelled to use force a second time to 
prevent the mob from lynching Fault 
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"They had given him a hearing up to thi s point, but they now 
raised t h e i r voices and shouted 'Sown with people l i k e him! 
I t ' s not ri g h t that his sort should l i v e ! ' As they were 
shouting and waving t h e i r cloaks and f l i n g i n g dust i n the a i r , 
the tribune ordered him to be arrested and brought to the barracks; 
he gave instructions that he was to be examined by flogging 
to ascertain the cause of the outcry against him. Uhen> they 
had t i e d him up for the lash, Paul asked the centurion who 
was standing there, 'Have you the authority to f l o g a man who 
Is a Roman ci t i z e n and who has not been tried?' On hearing 
t h i s , the centurion went and reported i t to the tribune; 
he asked what his instructions were, as the prisoner was a 
Roman ci t i z e n . The tribune came and asked Paul i f he was 
i n fact a Roman ci t i z e n , to which Paul replied i n the affirmative. 
The' tribune replied, ' I t cost me a l o t of money to acquire my 
citizenship,' to which Paul answered, ' I was born a Roman 
cit i z e n . * Those who were to beat him immediately withdrew, 
and the tribune was afr a i d , because he realised that Paul was 
a Roman c i t i z e n and that he had put him i n chains. On the 
next morning, because he wished to learn the t r u t h about the 
Jewish accusations, he released Paul and ordered the chief 
priests and the entire Council to assemble. He then took 
Paul down and stood him before them." 

When Paul spoke again, i t soon became clear that there was going to be 
a repetition of the previous day's events. Accordingly, Lysias had to 

41 
send his troops i n for a t h i r d time to save Pauls 

"Because the uproar was mounting, the tribune feared that 
Paul would be torn to pieces by the crowd, and so he ordered 
hie soldiers to go down, p u l l him out of the middle, and 
bring him to the barracks." 

In several incidents where soldiers were employed to aot as r i o t 
police, they used not thei r swords but batons or cudgels to disperse 
crowds. Pilate so used soldiers to disperse a crowd of Jews 
demonstrating at Jerusalem about the construction of an aqueduct. 
Florus sent two cohorts to break up a demonstration outside the c i t y 
and his men used wooden clubs. I t i s perhaps worth wondering i f these 
wooden implements were i n fact the wooden training-weapons used by the 
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Soldiers were also used as r i o t polioe i n Alexandria. Claudius 
Terentianus, a legionary stationed there, wrote to his fathez Tiberianus 
i n the early second century} he apologised for not registering a document 
earlier and explained why: 

"For jou know that now we are working hard* because we are 
suppressing the uproar and anarchy i n the c i t y . " 

I n his next l e t t e r he again refers to t h i s violent r i o t and says that he 
had been injured i n i t , but that the people who had broken the laws had 
been dealt with. Unfortunately nothing more i s known of T t ° 3 v fapv^ov 
Rett AKoiTOLCT<lClciV T«i$ fto\[€i«J. I n the early 140s there was 
another outbreak of r i o t i n g i n Alexandria to which Aristides refers 

43 
obliquely. 

"But i f a c i t y anywhere has grown excessively large and has 
exceeded i t s a b i l i t y to maintain internal order, you did not 
begrudge them the soldiers to guard and watch over them." 

According to the lex I u l i a de y i publioa i t was a oapital offence 
to be i n possession of arms without o f f i c i a l authority. Accordingly, a 
governor would regularly employ his soldiers to make searches for weapons 
and confiscate them* As soon as Ostorius arrived i n B r i t a i n i n the late 
autumn of A.D. 47, he began to disarm those areas of the island whioh were 
to become embodied i n the peaceful part of the province} th i s included 
the c l i e n t states also, and the Ioeni had to be disarmed f o r c i b l y . However 
i t i s clear that the search parties had not been thorough, because when 
the Ioenl rebelled i n A.D. 60, they were able to use hidden supplies of 
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weapons to great effect. During his term of office as Prefect of Egypt 
Flacous thought that the Jews were keeping large quantities of weapons 
i n t h e i r homes and therefore he i n s t i t u t e d a house-to-house search of 
Jewish propertyi 

"He therefore sent for a centurion i n whom he had great t r u s t , 
called Castus, and ordered him to take the most intrepid 
soldiers i n his company and quickly and without giving notioe 
to enter the Jewish houses and to make a search to see i f 
there were any supplies of weapons there." 

The oenturion and his men made a most thorough search of a l l the houses 
hut did not f i n d any weapons. These searches were not confined to the 
c i t y of Alexandria! 

"And yet not long before a man called Bassus to whom Flaccus 
had assigned t h i s duty, oolleoted weapons from the Egyptians 
who lived i n the oountryside. Then one could see a large 
f l e e t of boats whioh had sailed down stream and moored i n 
the r i v e r harbours loaded with every type of weapon, and also 
a large number of baggage-animals carrying bundles of spears 
across t h e i r baoks and hanging down on each side to balance 
equally, while from the camp wagons, almost every one of which 
was f u l l of complete sets of weapons and armour, moved i n a 
single orderly l i n e , a l l v i s i b l e at one glance; the distance 
between the harbours and the armoury i n the palace where the 
arm<§ were to be stored, was i n a l l one and a quarter miles." 

A papyrus dated to A.D. 35 i s an order from Flaccus to a l l c i v i l i a n s 
forbidding them to be i n possession of weapons. Encolpius was discovered 
by a soldier carrying a sword with whioh he intended to commit suicide; 
when the soldier discovered that Encolpius was not i n fact a legionary 
too (he foolishly gave a f i o t i t i o u s century and legion), he disarmed 
him. 4 4 

I t was often necessary that a person awaiting t r i a l should be moved 
from one part of the province to another. The many l e t t e r s from 
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villagers to centurions stationed throughout the countryside asking them 
to have a person arrested, clearly show that soldiers were expected to 
escort the accused. In such instanoes an escort of one or more soldiers 
was provided. On 6th January, A.D. 242 (?) , a oenturion sent a 
stationanus to Oxyrhynchus to esoort a man who had been arrested on the 
oenturion*s orders by the aoting-strategus and who was wanted for 
questioning i n connection with embezzlement of shipments of corn. In 
A.D. 2^0 a centurion sent Nemesion to the Prefect of Egypt i n chains and 
under escort. When Paul was i n protective custody i n Jerusalem i n A.D. 
58, a band of for t y Jews plotted to k i l l him as he was being taken from 
the barracks to address the Council on the next day. However, Paul's 
nephew got to hear of the plan and told Paul of i t 5 he asked a oenturion 
to have the boy sent to the tribune to whom he tol d his story. Lysias 
immediately took oountermeasures1 

"The tribune then dismissed the youth, with orders not to 
t e l l anyone what he had to l d him. He then summoned, two 
oenturions and gave them instructions to get ready a force 
of two hundred infantry, seventy cavalrymen, and two hundred 
guards to prooeed to Caesarea at the t h i r d hour after sunset. 
He ordered them to provide a mount for Paul and deliver him 
safely to the governor Felix."* 

Lysias then wrote a short but detailed report and the party set out 
before the ambushing party could learn of the Roman precautions* 

"Following t h e i r instructions the soldiers took Paul and 
brought him by night to Antipatris. On the next day the 
infantry returned to t h e i r barracks and the cavalry esoorted 
Paul to Caesarea, where they delivered the l e t t e r to the 
governor and handed Paul over to him." 

Two years late r when Porcius Festus, the new governor, had taken over, 
the Jewish leaders asked him to bring Paul from Caesarea to Jerusalem, 
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so that they oould have another chance to k i l l him on the way* Festus, 

however, had read the reports and refused. Sarapodorus asked his brother. 

who was the key witness at his t r i a l , to be sure to arrive in court before 

his b a i l expiredt 

" I f you refuse to come, they w i l l send a soldier with me to 
find you, and we w i l l have to pay extra t r a v e l l i n g expenses." 

*They* was a centurion who had assigned Sarapodorus an arbitrator, 

allooated a c i v i l i a n o f f i c i a l to keep him under watch, and permitted the 

b a i l . In A.D. 51 the procurator of Judaea, Ventidius Cumanus, sent 

soldiers to arrest the notables ( i n one account a l l the inhabitants) of 

several villages suspected of harbouring brigands and bring them i n for 

questioning. The defeated Emperor Macrinus was arrested i n A.D. 218 and 

sent under a centurion from Chaloedon almost to Antiooh li k e a captured 

brigand (<vCfr^ r t j AJ)CT»JS) wiitji whom he was escorted. A similar fate 
45 

b e f e l l his son Diadumenianus. ' 

Once a person had been charged, arrangements would have to be made 

to see that he did not abscond while waiting for his hearing. normally 

the defendant would be kept in custody. I t i s quite clear that Roman 

soldiers looked after prisoners in military prisons, as i s shown by the 

evidence of li t e r a t u r e , the legal codes, epigraphy, and archaeology. 

At Rome o i v i l i a n prisoners awaiting t r i a l were kept in custody rby the 

Praetorian Guard} as i t i s known that various soldiers were seconded to 

the s t a f f of a governor to interrogate and execute prisoners, they must 

also have been employed to guard them. I t was only when Pliny proposed 

to use soldiers instead of slaves to guard the public prisons that Trajan 
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i 

ordered him not to doc so. Although the soldiers guarding Peter were 
probably Jewish ones appointed by Herod and not Roman soldiers seconded 
to his use, the technical language used seems to show that Herod had 
organised his forces along the lines employed by the Bomans and had 
presumably adopted their practice i n guarding prisoners. 

According to the legal writers, Hadrian, Pius, and other Emperors 

decreed that whenever a person was arrested, the o f f i c i a l making the 

arrest had to send a report to the magistrate who was to hear the case. 

The person who made the arrest also had to give evidence personally. 

Claudius fysias sent such a report giving the details about Paul to Fe l i x 

i n A.D. 58* 

"Claudius I y s i a s to F e l i x , the Governor. 
The Jews had seized the accused and were about to murder 
him, when I intervened with the troops and rescued him, 
because I had learned that he was a Roman c i t i z e n . As I 
wished to ascertain the charge on whioh the Jews were 
accusing him, I took him to their Council. I discovered that 
the accusation involved controversial pointB of. Jewish law, 
but that there was no charge against the man meriting either 
the death penalty, or imprisonment. When I received information 
of an attempt that was to be made-on the man's l i f e , I immediately 
sent him to you. I have instructed his accusers to put their 
case against the man before you." 

I t should be noted that I ^ s i a s ' s report i s not completely accurate; he 

did not discover that Paul was a Soman c i t i z e n u n t i l l a t e r , when he had 

almost had Paul- flogged i l l e g a l l y . When the accusers arrived five days 

la t e r , Tertullus opengdrt the case for the prosecution and Paul replied 

to t h i s . F e l i x was then legally bound to adjourn the oase u n t i l the 

a r r i v a l of I y s i a s , who was, of course, the only independent witness of 

the events. 
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When i t was known that Paul was a Roman c i t i z e n , special arrangements 

vera made for him. When Paul arrived under military esoort i n Caesarea 

i n A.D. 5&t F e l i x read the report and saidt 

" ' I s h a l l hear your case when your accusers arrive•* He then 
gave orders that Paul was to be held i n custody in the 
governor's residence, which was the former palace of Herod." 

Five days later he adjourned the hearing to await the a r r i v a l of the 

tribune, so that the detailed evidence could be given, and ordered Paul 

to be put under open arrest1 

" F e l i x , who was quite well informed about the Christian 
movement, adjourned the hearing. He stated that he would 
go into the case when Iy s i a s the tribune came down. He 
gave instructions to the centurion to keep Paul under 
surveillance but not closely, and not to prevent any of his 
friends from making themselves useful to him." 

However, the preliminary hearings dragged on and Paul's case had not been 

oonoluded two years later when F e l i x was succeeded by Poroius Feetus. 

On the long journey to Rome Paul was s t i l l under open arrest, as he was 

permitted to spend the night with friends at Sidon. At Rome Paul was 

put under house arrest for another two years while waiting for his case 

to come before the Emperor1 

"When we arrived i n Some, Paul was permitted to lodge by himself 
with a soldier to keep guard over him." 

A variant reading emphasises that Paul received special treatment that 

the other prisoners, who were not Roman oitizens appealing to the Emperor, 

did nots 

"When we arrived i n Rome, the centurion handed over the 
prisoners to the commander of the camp, but Paul was permitted 
to lodge by himself with a soldier to keep guard over him." 

I t i s not known for certain who the ^TjWiTOOieSa /* ) ( 0 5 was. Paul later 

stated that the faot that he was under house arrest had aotually helped 
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to promote and not to hinder the spread of Christianity, which was now 
becoming well known among the Praetorians - clea r l y from the soldier 
guarding; him - and the rest of Rome.^ ' 

I f a particular case had to go tev Rome to he heard, i t was only to 

be expected that the Soman authorities would send the prisoner under 

armed guard to I t a l y . Again the beBt documented instance i s that of 
/ 

Pauly of whom Festus commented, 'You have appealed to the Emperor, and 

to the Emperor you s h a l l go•t 

"When i t vas decided that we were to s a i l to I t a l y , they handed 
over Paul and some other prisoners to'a centurion, of oohors 
X Augusta,, who was called J u l i u s . " 

I t i s quite clear that Paul was not under close arrest, because at Sidon 

the centurion permitted him to spend the night with friends ashore. 

However, i t i s also obvious that the escort would have got into serious 

trouble, i f any of the prisoners had escaped, because when the ship had 

been buffeted by heavy s^as for a fortnight and was aground off Malta 

and was ready to break i t s back: 

"The soldiers wanted to k i l l the prisoners to prevent them 
from swimming away and escaping, but the centurion wanted 
to save Paul and stopped their plan." 

When the party eventually arrived i n Rome, the centurion handed his 
49 

prisoners over to a high ranking officer of the Praetorian Guard. 

Prisoners, however, who were not Roman citizens and who did not 

have the right of appeal to the Emperor, were sent to Rome under close 

arrest. When Pliny reported an instanoe of gross contempt of court, 

Trajan ordered him to send the prisoner in chains to his Praetorian 
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Frefects (vinotus mitti ad praefectos praetorii mei debet). Christians 

who under interrogation admitted that they were Roman cit i z e n s , had also 

to he sent to Rome; Pliny reportedt 

"There were also some others who were possessed with the same 
infatuation; because they were Roman ci t i z e n s , I have entered 
them on the l i s t of persons to be sent to Rome." 

At about the same time Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrna, was sent under a 

very close day and night guard from Syria to Rome (p6T*«ITlp^KsfT^T^j 

there were ten soldiers guarding him. One of Paul's fellow-prisoners 

was Aristarchus of Thessalomcaj he, unlike Paul, was sent to Rome 

under close arrest and kept there in close confinement. In A.D. 52 

Quadratus sent the Jewish and Syrian leaders responsible for rioting i n 

Caesarea to Rome i n chains; however, the two Roman o f f i c i a l s most 

responsible for mismanaging matters, the procurator Cumanus and the 

tribune Celer, were sent to Rome under open arrest. However, when the 

la t t e r was convicted, he was sent back to Judaea for punishment m chains. 

In the same year F e l i x , the new procurator Judaeae, captured Eleazar, 

who had been a brigand chief for twenty years, and sent him to Rome 

in chains. In A.P. 73 Antioohus the king of Commagene was arrested by 

a centurion and sent to Rome in chains on a charge of having 

treaoherously entered into correspondence with the Parthians. While 

they were on the journey at Sparta, Vespasian sent instructions that he 

was to be released but kept there for the moment. In A.D. 18 

Rhescuporis, a king of Thrace, was escorted to Rome for t r i a l on a oharge 

of murder by a large number of soldiers as i f as a guard of honour 

very close day and night guard from Syria to Rome (p£T «ITlp£ASfT*T^$ 
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(speoie honoris valida manus); however, the nearer to Rome they came, 

the more obvious i t became that they were merely a guard (apertiore 

oustodia). Pliny also records that Paetus, who had joined the rebellion 

of Scribonianus against Claudius, was sent by sea in A.D. 42 with an 

esoort of soldiers. Similarly, loyal governors sent to Maximinus under 

armed guard envoys who had been dispatched by the Senate to urge 

rebellion against him. There are also other instances of prisoners 
50 

being sent under military esoort to Rome. 

There are several examples of the reports that were sent with the 

prisoner from Pliny's correspondence with Trajan. Sempromus Caelianus 

had found two slaves who had i l l e g a l l y tried to e n l i s t i n the armyj 

after submitting a report to the Emperor, he sent the slaves to Pliny 

with another report. Apuleius, a soldier stationed at Hlcomedia, also 

sent a man who claimed to have been a slave of one of Trajan's generals, 

and to have been captured by the Dacians, sent to Parthia, from where he 

had escaped. The man's statement i s quoted i n the report sent with 

him by Apuleius, which i s quoted i n turn by Pliny, who sent him and a 
51 

nugget of gold to Trajan with another report.' 

Eusebius reveals further examples i n the use of Roman soldiers 

against Christians. Dionysius, the bishop of Alexandria, who had been 

forced to fl e e , desoribed his adventures i n A.D. 249 m a letters 

"On a former occasion, when the persecution under Deoius was 
proclaimed, at that very hour Sabinus sent a frumentarius 
to make a search for me. For four days I stayed at home 
expecting the a r r i v a l of the frumentarius, who was going round 
making a thorough search of everywhere, the roads, the r i v e r s , 
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the f i e l d s , where he suspected that I might be hiding or i r 
t ravelling, but because he lacked perception, he did not find 
the houBe." 

Dionysius then tried to make his esoape, but without much successt 

"At about sunset I and my companions f e l l into the hands of 
the soldiers and were taken to Taposiris; by Pivine 
Providence Timothy was not with us a% the time and was 
not caught." 

Timothy found some friends who burst into the house where the soldiers 

were guarding their prisoners, put the former to f l i g h t , and freed the 

l a t t e r . In A.D. 204 Origen was making himself so unpopular i n 

Alexandria that soldiers had to be posted outside his house to protect 

him from the wrath of the mob. In A.D. 222 Mamaea, the mother of 

Severus Alexander, wanted to see and talk to him, and so she sent a 

military escort to accompany Origen on his journey to Antioch. The 

part played by the tribune and the oohors urbana against the Christians 
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at tyons in the reign of Marcus Aurelius i s well known. 

Soman soldiers were at times put i n c i v i l i a n clothes and used as a 

sort of Imperial secret police. Otho used some of the personnel of his 

large army m Rome in A.P. 69 to keep an eye on potentially troublesome 

people; they were dispersed throughout the houses of the more important 

people i n c i v i l i a n clothes. A suspicious Emperor li k e Domitian could 

misuse them; Spictetus records that they were used as agents 

provocateurs i 

"In the following way the rash at Rome are caught by soldiers. 
A soldier i n c i v i l i a n dress s i t s down beside you and sta r t s 
speaking i l l of the Emperor; then you, as i f you had received 
from him same guarantee of good f a i t h in the fact that he 
began the abuse, yourself likewise t e l l him of everything 
you r e a l l y think, and the next thing i s that you are led off 
to prison i n chains. n 
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The use of soldiers on police work of this kind was not confined to the 

capital} Pliny wrote in a letter s 

"There are men. just as there are in the fort s , even more 
so in our f i e l d of l e t t e r s i n plain clothes, whom, i f you 
search diligently, you w i l l find are armed and equipped and 
indeed of the most ardent s p i r i t . " 

Reference has already been made to the fact that P i l a t e , when governor 

of Judaea, sent a large number of soldiers i n plain clothes into a 

protesting mob to disperse them with batons and not swords. According 

to the duty roster a legionary i n Egypt, M. Antonius Crispus, was on 

plain clothes police work on 4th October, A.D. 87 (pagane c u l t u ) . ^ 
t 

/ 
1 

Along the frontier zones there were markets for trade between the 

inhabitants of the Roman Empire and the natives outside. These markets 

were carefully supervised by the military, and people from outside Roman 

terri t o r y were not allowed to oross the frontier for trading purposes 

ezoept at authorised points. The need for the soldier* can easily be 

seen from the fact that even i n areas away from the frontier, the Roman 

authorities only permitted markets i f ui&er proper control could be 

maintained (dumtaxat causa ooire convenire sine i n j u r i a et incommodo 

culusquam l i o e a t ) . This system was i n operation by A.D. 9 m the 

frontier areas of Germany and large numbers of Roman soldiers were 

dispersed through the region for this and other purposes. In A.D. 70 

the Tenoteri, who inhabited the east bank of the Rhine, complained to 

their fellow kinsmen, who now lived i n the Roman c i t y of Cologne, about 

the regulations l a i d down by the Roman authorities: 
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"Until today the Romans have closed r i v e r s , lands, and in 
a way,, heaven, to prevent us from meeting and conferring 
together, or else - and t h i s i s a greater insult to men 
horn to arms - to make us meet without weapons, almost 
naked, under guard, and paying to cross." 

The inhabitants of Cologne agreed to waive part of the Roman procedures 

they abolished the dues and did away with the military guard (there were 

no Roman soldiers there at the time anyway to escort people sub custode), 

but insisted that the crossings should be 1during the day and without 

arms'. The Germans dwelling outside the Empire were accustomed, 

according to Tacitus, to attend a l l meetings carrying arms; the Romans, 

of course, realised that this could easily cause trouble and so used 

soldiers to disarm everyone at such meetings under Roman control. 

Tacitus elsewhere stresses that the people of Cologne did not require 

military supervision (non ut cus todirentur). I t was only in very 

exceptional oases that an outside tribe would be allowed not to comply 

with the normal regulations; suoh was the case with the Hermunduri, who, 

because of their outstanding loyalty, were permitted to trade on the 

frontier and also as far inside Roman territory as Augsburgi 

" I t i s because they are loyal that they are the only Germans 
to trade not only on the r i v e r bank, but deep inside the 
province and in the most splendid c i t y i n Raetia. They cross 
over in many plaoes and without a. guard. To the other nations 
we show only our arms and camps, but to them we have revealed 
our homes and estates, but they do not covet them." 

This system seems s t i l l to have been in operation in the f i r s t quarter 

of the third century. Tertullian noted that even in his day the Germans 

were not permitted to cross the frontier boundaries. During the course 
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of his brief reign i n A.D. 193 Pertmax abolished the r i v e r t o l l s . ' 
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The most detailed information about the supervision of markets by 

the military comes from the Danubian frontier i n the second half of the 

second century* Here the natives were not allowed to settl e within so 

many miles of the frontier and could only meet to bold markets under 

certain s t r i c t conditions. Among the various peace terms that Commodus 

laid down for the Quadi and Marcomanai i n A.B. 180 weret 

"In addition he ordered that they should not meet together 
either often or in many parts of the country, but only once 
every month and i n one place and in the presence of a Roman 
centurion. Furthermore, they were not to wage war on the 
Iazyges, the Buri, or the Vandili. He made peaoe on these 
terms and abandoned a l l outposts in their oountry beyond the 
border zone that had been demarcated.1* 

This was a new oonoes&ion beoause in A.D. 173 Marcus Aurelius had refused 

th i s privilege to the Quadi* 

"They did not, however, receive the right of trading i n the 
markets, for fear that the Narcomania and Iazyges, whom they 
had sworn neither to receive nor to allow to pass through 
their oountry, should mingle with them and passing themselves 
off for the Quadi, should reconnoitre the Roman forts and 
purchase provisions. H 

I n the case of the Marcomani these regulations were f i r s t instituted i n 

A.D. 173« 

"He restored to them half of the border zone, so that they 
might now se t t l e to within a distance of five miles from the 
Danube. He established the places and the days for their 
trading, as previously these had not been fixed*" 

The same market regulations for the Iazyges as for the Quadi and Marcomani 

were established i n A.D. 175» except that i n their case the border zone 

was ten miles broad. The importance attaohed by Marcus to ensuring that 

the potential enemy oould not make an unauthorised crossing into Roman 

terri t o r y oan be seen by his action i n A.D. 179* 
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"He released the Iazyges from a l l the r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed 
on them, ezoept those concerned with their meeting together 
for trading, not possessing boats of their own, and keeping 
away from the islands m the Danube. He permitted them to 
cross through Dacia to have dealings with the Rhoxolani as 
often as the governor of Dacia allowed them.H 

Commodus, however, i n A.D. 180 insisted on a five miles wide border eone 

between Daoia and other tribes.*^ 

I t has been suggested that the diversa loca l i s t e d in the B r i t i s h 

section of the Ravenna Cosmography are to be equated with the plaoes 

mentioned by Die where the natives could meet for trade or to hold 

assemblies. The source gives as examples seven s i t e s of which several 

can be idontified with varying degrees of oertainity, near the Tay (Taba), 

in the territory of the Selgovae (Segloes), and also of the Damnonii 

(Dannoni), at Clackmannan (Hanavi), and perhaps the Clochmabenstane 

(Maponi). I t may also be suggested that when a legionary centurion i s 
r 

attested i n a frontier fort i n the third century and no mention i s made 

of a temporary command of a vexillation or auxiliary unit, some of these 

instances may well represent centurions seconded to supervise the markets. 

The practice of using military personnel to supervise the assemblies of 

natives in the frontier areaB can be seen as early as the f i r s t decade 
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of the f i r s t oentury A.D. in Germany. 

From the oanabae at Lambaesis has come an a l t a r with an inscription 

stating that two standard-bearers and their assistants were engaged i n 

supervising the market there,(sig(niferi) leg(ionis) I I I Aug(ustae) 

agentes cura(m) mace H i v. 1. a. s_. cum azutonbus s u i s ) . A guard roster 
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dating to late in Hero's reign shotis that various soldiers were engaged 
in checking the weights in a market in Egyptj men were assigned ad 
pondera maoelli duos ad oa[. Perhaps other men were similarly employed, 
for e a r l i e r reference i s made to ponderunt ex eis qui ad ounios[. ^ 

Outside various Roman forts i n the frontier zones, often legionary 

fortresses! there have been discovered gigantio buildings consisting of a 

large courtyard surrounded by numerous small shops} i t has been suggested 

that such buildings at places l i k e Vmdomssa, Carnuntum, and Aquincum 

were markets at which traders from both inside and outside the Roman 

Empire oould meet under the protection of the garrison and the supervision 

of various troops. Indeed, so similar i n plan i s s i t e XI at Corbridge 

that i t may well have been used or intended for a similar purpose} i t 

should be remembered that Corstopitum had the seoond largest vicus on 

the B r i t i s h frontier and was only just over two miles from the Vail on 

the main north-south trunk road, while the f a i r held at Stagshaw Bank 

only a mile away may well have had i t s origin i n a Roman market. A 

graffito cut on a sherd of Samian ware, whioh can be dated to oA.D. 160, 

seems to refer to the days on which the market could be held, but 

unfortunately the precise meaning i s not very clear (]ogabi nundinensium); 

i t came from the fort of Seligenstadt;x, and there i s other evidence to 

suggest markets at other forts on the German limes* for example, at 

Amsburg. Early mediaeval markets are attested at the s i t e s of the 

Roman forts at Alteburg-Heftrioh and Altenstadt and presumably have their 
58 

origins in markets supervised by the Romans.' 
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There i s some evidence to show that Soman soldiers were engaged, 

occasionally at l e a s t , i n the oolleotion of customs duties* In some 

instances the soldiers clearly acted as a guard to a c i v i l i a n agent of 

the procurator who oolleoted the money, hut in other oases i t appears 

that the soldiers collected i t themselves. According to the t a r i f f at 

Zarai, a post on the borders of Humidia and Mauretania Caesariensis, a 

new set of customs regulations was instituted in A.D. 202 after the 

departure from there of a cohort (lex portus post disoesBum cohortis 

i n s t i t u t e ) . Clearly the military were connected in some way with the 

collection of the customs duties, hut the precise details are not known. 

A centurion and detachment were stationed at the harbour of Leuce Come 

(£1 Haura) on the Red Sea; the referenoe probably dates to the third 

quarter of the f i r s t century A.D. s 

"There i s another harbour and f o r t i f i e d place which i s called 
Leuce Come, through which runs the road to Petra and Maliohas, 
king of the Nabateans, The place has a mart and a station 
for small ships being f i t t e d out and sent from Arabia there. 
Accordingly, a centurion and an armed force are dispatched 
there to act as receiver of the 25% duty on imported 
merchandise and also as a guard." 

A customs post at Mainz seems to have been manned jo i n t l y by a 

benefioiarius oonsularis and a v i l l o u s , the agents of the governor and 

procurator respectively. Various soldiers are mentioned in the t a r i f f 

l i s t (lex p o r t o E r i ) at the mmaioipimn at Lambaesis, a natural route 

centre, and they were presumably engaged i n supervising and collecting 

the various t o l l s and charges; mention i s made of slg]niferorvun»aut 

[...IbeneficiariosC...peDouarios et oon[; the l a s t word i s perhaps to 

be expanded as con(duotores). The style of lettering suggests a date 
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l n the reign of Hadrian or Pius. According to the regulations of the 

t a r i f f s at Palmyra, set up in accordance v i t h a decree of the Council on 

18th A p r i l , A.D. 137} the commander of the Roman unit stationed there 

time of Nero, Corbulo and Hucianus, who were originally responsible for 

suoh steps. Two commanders of alae stationed there were honoured in 

the second century for their good w i l l towards the town; presumably they 

had given decisions favourable to prominent ci t i z e n s . Perhaps this 

explains why at L&mbaesis legionary s p e c i a l i s t s were used. In A.D. 186 

the inhabitants of the Tauric Chersonesus had appealed to Commodus about 

the tax on prostitutes collected by soldiers; the Emperor issued new 

instructions to the tribunus praepositus and centurion to oolleot the tax 

without giving offence to the citizenc and without exceeding the prescribed 

amount (ut solas quae Bint o f f i o i a militum agentmm in vexillatione 

Chersonessitana de oapitulo lenooini). Presumably as at Leuce Come 

soldiers were the most effective means of collecting the money. A 

fragmentary papyrus from the Prefect of Egypt dated to cA.D. 200 mentions 

an eight drachma tax which was to be paid, and also centurions, who 
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presumably were to oolleot i t . ' 

Further information about the use of Roman soldiers for this purpose 

comes from Dura. Before the Roman occupation of the town the mayor was 

responsible for posting customs officers, gatekeepers, and gendarmes to 

collect the various t o l l s and question tra v e l l e r s before permitting them 

to enter through the main gate. When cohors XX Palmyrenorum was 

was responsible for judging disputes 

between individuals and the publioanit however, i t was governors of the 
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gamsoned In the town in the early third century, the CT^Tqyef s t i l l 

retained the powers and responsibility for the c i v i l i a n administration 

of Dura, but he lost his police powers (he was no longer called fr?riCT«tT*)$^ 

The tribune now assigned oertain soldiers to the Palmyrene gate to collect 

the t o l l s and examine travellers* At least five b e n e f i c i a r i i (Antonius, 

Euphrastas, Themarsas, Hermias, Theodotus) and s i x statores (Rabbula, 

Heliodorus, Malchos, Hammos, Salmanus, Hetereios) are known from g r a f f i t i 

scratched there, sometimes with tribuni added. I t i s clear that they 

worked together, but what difference there was in their functions, i f 

any, i s not known. Relations between the mayor and -chess military 

personnel must have been friendly, because from the north tower at this 

gate came a plaque set up to the str(ategum) Dur(ae). his wife, and four 
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sons by b e n ( e f i c i a r n ) et deo(uriones) coh(ortis). 

The use of Roman troops on the frontiers of the Empire and elsewhere 

to collect customs duty and t o l l s strongly suggests that they must also 

have been used to prevent smuggling. The control system for orossing 

the fromtier operated by personnel of the army makeB this even more 

probable. However, the papyri have so far produced no actual examples 

of soldiers so employed in the Principate. In the Later Roman Empire 

Abinnaeus was requested by an o f f i c i a l of the government natron monopoly 

to impound any natron that was i l l e g a l l y entering Arsinoite, and also 

the people and animals carrying i t . The many s i m i l a r i t i e s between the 

f i l e s of Abinnaeus and those of the Principate again suggest that 

soldiers must have been so employed during the e a r l i e r period also.*** 
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The fact that Roman soldiers supervised the entry of natives to 
trade across the frontier means that they were also responsible for what 
nowadays i s termed immigration control and passport checks. Archaeology 
Has revealed the details of how precisely the Roman soldiers controlled 
orossings at the frontier, whether i t was for customs or immigration. 
On Hadrian's Wall a l l t r a f f i c from the north could cross only at a fort, 
mileoastle, or gateway. One of the purposes of the Vallum in the 
Hadrianic plan was to direct a l l t r a f f i c from the south to a causeway 
across i t to the south of a f o r t ; access to each causeway and to the 
road across the frontier was barred by a-gateway controlled by personnel 
in the fort to the north, who could thus make the necessary examinations 
and checks. Similarly, checks could be made where a major road crossed 
the Wall, as at Portgate and near Stanwix; i f the gateways were 
constructed on the same pattern here as the later one at Knag Burn, people 
wishing to cross the frontier would be admitted through one set of gates, 
be checked and pay whatever t o l l s were necessary, and then be allowed 
through the other set on the other side. Similar i n purpose and design 
to the Vallum was the Cleaven Dyke, which ran probably for about ten 
miles from the I s l a to the f o o t h i l l s of the Grampians near Dunkeld, and 
represents the limes of the Flavian era. A signal-tower on Black H i l l , 
the highest point i n the immediate v i c i n i t y and less than three miles 
from Inohtuthll, faces and controls the only two known examples of a 
passage in the Dyke, where native tracks cross the frontier. These gaps 
are of the same width as those in the German and Raetian limes, which are 
also guarded by a watch-tower when a native track crosses the frontier, 
as at auf der Wurzel, or a Roman road, as at Saalburg. When 
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natives crossed over the frontier into Soman territory, the soldiers 

presumably made their immigration ohecks and charges on the same lines 

as when they crossed over to trade. Hhat i s almost oertamly a survival 

of part of this procedure of the Imperial e r * can he seen in the 

correspondence of St. Augustine at the end of the fourth century. I t 

was customary for the Arzuges, when crossing the limes Tnpolitanus to 

act as porters or to watch the crops, to take an oath in the presence 

of the tribunus or deourio i n charge of the frontier) such a practice 
62 

was common on a l l frontiers throughout the ISnpire. 

Further proof of the use of military personnel for frontier control 

can he seen from a set of inscriptions commemorating the building of 

watch-towers (burgi) and guard-posts (praesidia) along the right bank of 

the Danube. These towers and posts in the stretch of ^Limes between 

Aquincum and Intercisa were constructed between the middle of A.D. I84 

and the middle, of the following year, and forts were also constructed 

at about the same time. The towers and posts in the other eeotors of 

the limes were presumably bui l t at a s l i g h t l y later date. Thirteen 

inscriptions from the Aquinoum-Intercisa sector have been found a l l with 

identical textst 

"Commodus f o r t i f i e d the whole bank with watch-towers constructed 
from the ground up and also with guard-posts at places 
suitable for the secret crossings of brigands." 

At the same time in Mauretania Caesariensis near Auzia on the then 

frontier turres were buil t for the similar purpose of s e c u n t a t i 

provinoialium suorum1 
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"Commodus, looking after the safe-keeping of his provincials, 
bu i l t new towers and repaired the old ones by the work of 
his soldiers." 

Structures with a similar purpose were b u i l t almost half a century 

e a r l i e r elsewheret a Humerus burganorum et veredariorum Daoiae 

I n f e r i o r i s was rebuilding i t s f o r t l e t on a larger scale and adding towers. 

In describing the province of Humidia in A.D. 238 Horodian statest 

"Because of the large number of Moorish barbarians 
encircling i t , the province i s defended by a line of forts 
to check sudden raids." 

In A.D. 70 Festus, the legatus legionis I I I Augustae, had used a force 

of auxiliary cavalrymen and infantrymen to orush a band of Garymantee, 

who had crossed the frontier and were marauding around Lepois. Perhaps 

the band of Corionototatae that <J. Calpurnius Concessimus had destroyed 

near the frontier of Northern Britain in the third century had made 

by latrunculi exterae gentis probably from Fife succeeded in capturing 

a woman who had been condemned to the salt-works in the frontier area. 

In A.Do 59 Corbulo sent troops to ravage the territory of the Mardi, a 

tribe of brigands l i v i n g in the mountains. The pattern of fort s , watoh-

toweis, and guard-posts was similar on a l l the frontiers; thus the 

purpose and method of oontrolling the movement across the frontier of 

people wishing to oross for both good and bad reasons, were the same 

everywhere, and the troops helped to stop trouble stationed i n their 

posts per looa opportuna ad clandestinoB latrunculorum transitus. I t 

was to help the s o l d i e r s to control these movements that border zones 

either five or ten miles wide along tho various frontiers were set up 

in which the natives could not s e t t l e . ^ 

In the second century a raid 
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Soldiers would frequently be used in peace-time to osoort convoys 

of food and other supplies; these convoys could he bringing supplies from 

military or c i v i l i a n sources or from the procurator. In A.T. 9 i a 

Germany in a time of apparent tranquillity Varus had detached many 

legionaries from his main army to act as escorts to provision trains. 

Pliny, when governor of Bithynia, probably in the winter of A.D. 111/112, 

had assigned two cavalrymen as an escort (tutelae causa) to a party of 

soldiers attached to the assistant procurator who were going to Faphlagonia 

to collect corn. One and a half centuries e a r l i e r Herod had similarly 

assigned cavalrymen to a combined force of Roman legionaries and mercenary 

infantrymen collecting supplies of food. Several deoades later another 

convoy ran into d i f f i c u l t i e s from the bandit followers of Athrongaeust 

"On one occasion near Emmaeus they dared to surround an entire 
Roman company who were engaged i n convoying corn and arms 
to the legion. The brigands shot down the centurion and 
forty of his bravest men, and the r e s t , i n danger of the same 
fate, were saved by the a r r i v a l of Gratus and the Sebasteians 
coming to their rescue." 

A r e l i e f from Strasbourg depicts a legionary, who had been stationed 

there, driving a wagon laden with provisions and drawn by a team of mules4 

another r e l i e f depicts a soldier of legio XIV driving a wagon loaded with 

supplies; these are olearly scenes from peace-time, although similar 

wagons are portrayed often on Trajan's Column during the Dacian Wars. 

The f i l e s at Dura provide further detailst according to the morning 

report for 29th March, oA.D. 233, various infantrymen of cohors XX 

Palmyrenorum were acting as esoort (missi i n prosec(utionem) hordiator(um) 

mil(ites ) l 3 l 7 Mariani.Q to other soldiers, including cavalrymen, who had 
• 
been sent to procure barley* According to the great roster of A.D. 219 
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the infantryman Aurelitis Baseus was assigned as escort to a convoy of 

people collecting barley ( i n proseq hord) and a trooper, Plavius Maximus, 

was almost certainly employed on a similar mission in A.D. 222 ( i n 

proseaL. ] ) . A f i l e of twenty le t t e r s of an officer at Babylon concerns 

camel's being requisitioned for use in convoys » ^ 

Vegetius mentions precautionary measures that must be adopted when 

there was a threat of war, to secure food supplies by using armed escorts 

and depots; the arrangements in peaoe-time must have been similar: 

" A l l c a t t l e , grain y and wine must be oolleoted into oonvoys 
by selected guards to transport them to suitable f o r t l e t s 
strengthened by armed guards. n 

The word for escort (proseoutores) i s the same as that used in the 
65 

papyri* A description of the depots i s given elsewhere. ' 

In Egypt, at least u n t i l the end of the f i r s t century A.D., a 

legionary soldier was assigned as a guard to each government ship bringing 

wheat from Middle Egypt to Alexandria. The soldiers guarded the oargo 

i t s e l f and also a sealed sample) on a r r i v a l at Alexandria the l a t t e r 

would be opened and the contents checked against the cargo to see i f i t 

had been tampered with or spoilt in the course of i t s t r i p down the Nile. 

A pottery j a r containing such a sample had the following statement 

inscribed on i t : 

"From the nome of Oxyrhynohus. 
Amnionius, son of Ammonius, pilot of a government ship with 
the emblem [ ], has attached to him as escort Lucius Oolatius, 
soldier of legio XXII, second cohort, century of Maximus 
Stoltius; Hermias, son of Petalus, pilot of a second boat 
with the emblem 'Egypt', has attached as esoort Lucius 
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Castrioius, soldier of legio XXII, fourth cohort, century of 
Titus Pompeius. This i s a sample of the cargo we have loaded 
from the harvest for the year 3 B.C., Ammonius 433£ artabae 
of wheat loaded to the bulwarks, Rermias 433J artabae of wheat, 
also loaded to the bulwarks; total cargo of-wheat consigned 
by Leonidas and Apollonius, sitologi of the lower toparohy, 
Eastern division, 866^ artabae of wheat, plus the supplement 
of one half artaba per hundred. We loaded from 29th to 31st 
October and we have sealed this j a r with both our seals, 
Ammonius's with a figure of Amnion, Hermias's with a figure 
of Harpocrates. 
l ^ t h November, 2 B.C." 

This practice i s confirmed by the papyris on 28th October, A.I). 15, 

Sextus Aotinius, i n the century of Arius, i n legio XXII, was escort to 

the government transport ship 'Ibis• and guarded 1,718& artabae" of wheat 

that were being transported from Arsinoite, while on 8th August, A.D. 77, 

Claudius Celer of the same legion was escort to a boat carrying a similar 

cargo from Oxyrhynohus, I t i s perhaps possible that soldiers accompanied 

the cargoes from Egypt to Rome, as, for example, Irenaeus may have done. 

In A.D. 201 the praefeotus annonae gave instructions to the shipowners' 

association of Aries to have iron fastenings on the cargoes of grain 

stamped and escorts on board the ships delivering grain to Rome. His 

le t t e r was to the branch offioe at Berytus and his oomment that 

peculation was common, suggests that soldiers had not been used sufficient 
66 

ly frequently on escort duty. 

There i s plenty of evidence for equestrian o f f i c i a l s i n war-time 

supervising the transport along major r i v e r s such as the Danube and 

Euphrates- o^'gornx^a^gna-h^^tjB&pfti l i s -<cgpa.aB-)r.r ofPlus tsL welds, 

- i l l u s t r a t e d "by the career of M. Valeriu s Maximianusj 
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"Seleoted by the Emperor Marcus Aurelius and sent on active 
service i n the German expedition to transport i n oonvoy 
along the Danube the requirements for the corn supply of the 
armies of both Pannoniasj he was put in command of detachments 
of the Misene, Ravenna, and B r i t i s h f l e e t s , and also selected 
cavalry forces of Africans and Moors for the reconnaissance 
of Pannonia." 

The f i e l d army of Hyginus, which dates to the period A.D. 168-177, includes 

Mauri equites DC, Pannonii veredarn DCCC, o l a s s i c i Hisenates D, 

Ravennates DCCC, exploratores CC. Clearly t h i s i s a similar force 

detailed for the same duty. This use of s a i l o r s to man the ships and 

soldiers to provide an armed escort i s matched exactly by detachments 

seoonded from oohors ,1 Hispanorum in A.D. 105» 

"Across Danube to defend corn supply [ 
Across Danube on a reconnaissance mission with Paullinus 

centurion troopers^ 
At the camp of the al a at the com ships including decurion l [ . H 

Clearly the arrangements i n peace-time would be similar but on a smaller 
67 

scale. 

Personnel of cohors XX Palmyrenorum seem to have been employed with 

a similar purpose of aoting as escorts to grain ships. Three marginal 

annotations occur in the great roster of A.D. 219 mentioning ships, one 

of whioh was a corn ship (.navem hor[d)• according to the great roster 

of A.D. 222 a soldier was on duty ad naves d(e)f(endendas). In Britain 

Hadrian seems to have been responsible for a massive drainage scheme for 

the Fens; this enabled large quantities of food to be grown there, which 

could easily be transported by canal and r i v e r to York. I t therefore 

seems not unlikely that legionaries in Britain would have been detached 

for such esoort duties on gram boats travelling from the Fens to the 
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military Horth. Eaoh unit of the Roman army had a small number of 
( 

supply c r a f t } accordingly, the l i s t of immunes given by Tarruntenus 

Paternus includes pilots (gubernatores) and i t i s tempting to wonder i f 

M. Minucius Audens guber(nator) leg(ionis) VI who died at York, had b3©n 

employed on suoh t r i p s . Both the Column of Trajan and also that of 

Marcus depiot soldiers acting as esoorts to supply oraft. Grain ships 
68 

were normally used to supply the legionary fortresses along the Rhine. 

One of the most important supplies from the point of view of the 

soldiers for whioh mil i t a r y esoorts would have to be provided, was that 

of the money for their pay. Even for the comparatively small and poorly 

paid cohors quingenaria peditata the total amount of money required would 

be quite large and for the 5-6,000 very well paid legionaries the amount 

would be considerable indeed. I t was therefore necessary to provide a 

military escort -for the pay convoy. That suoh esoorts would be needed 

oan be seen from the fact that the Helvetii revolted against the troops 

of Caecina i n A.D. 69, because legio XXI had seized money they had sent 

as pay for a garrison. The papyri from Dura provide a picture of how 

these escorts operated* Four times every year from the time of Domltian* 

to Severus (three times per annum before and after that period) before 

the day on whioh the pay was to be issued arrived, a sizeable detachment 

of soldiers travelled from the fort to the procurator carrying the 

estimates for the unit. The evidence from oohors XX Palmyrenorum shows 

that i n the oase of this unit the party oonsisted of about thirty men; 

they were mostly pedites to provide protection for the money but alBO 

included equites to aot as a mounted escort and a few dromedarii» whose 
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camels actually carried the coins. Not a l l units of the Roman army had 

dromedarii attached to them, hut the use of cavalry and infantry for the 

convoy would he the same in any provinoe. Occasionally the governor 

might bring the money with him on a tour of inspection, as Arrian did to 

the five cohorts at Apsarus and the a l a at Sebaetopolis; even so, the 

money would be well protected by the singulares. When i t was olear in> 

the closing weeks of A.D. 69 that the troops i n Germany would not get 

their supply of money for the stipendimn i n the new year by the normal 

method, they sent centurions to the G a l l i c communities asking for a u x i l i a 
69 

ao stlpendia. 

In the third century Brough-under-Stainmore was used as a centre 

for collecting and storing various materials that had been assemble-df 

by different units in the north of Bri t a i n . Various auxiliary units 

and legionary vexillations sent to Brought large consignments of material 

that had been carefully eountersealed by their senior offioers; there 

the contents were unpacked either for storage or redistribution* The 

only material that can be identified i s that sent by oohors I I Werviorum 

stationed at Unitley Castle 3 one of their seals bears the legend 

metal(lum) showing that they dispatched lead or s i l v e r extraoted from 

i t , which had been obtained from the lead mines of Alston Moor. The 

other units must have collected other materials, because the seals 

show that the consignments were handled and oountermarked i n different 

ways. As a l l mines and quarries were Imperial property, the o f f i c i a l 

at Brough responsible for the collection and distribution must have 
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been an agent of tho proourator August!» Onoe the contents had been 

checked• they would be repacked and sent under military escort to their 
77 

destinations which i n most oases was presumably York* 



CHAPTER IXi PARAMILITARY DUTIES 

NOTES 

Is 
Strabo's - 17.1.12. 0 
Nilometer - Strabo, 17.1.48. 
Hadrian - V I I I 18042 Ab « ILS 2487. 
oohore I Hispanorum - CLA 219.ii.21 ,27,28. 

2t 
4»povp«u\r - Arietides, 64. 
"In this way - 67a. 
"The result i s - 76. 
"When you - 78. 
Rome - 80. 
rroKtij - 81. 
tuCirfrf 82. 
"The ring - 84. 
clashes - 70. 
To6o.oTrj - 71a. 

3» 
A.D. 179 - P.Hamb. 39J c f . LeBquier, 245-246 , 391-392. 
A.D. 192-196 - P.Berlin 6866A • B; cf. Mariohal, Occupation. 66-69. 
legionaries - Lesquier, 392-393« 
Dida - AE 1911 121 - ILS 9142; cf. Lesquier, 81,465. 
A.D. 9 - Dio, 56.I9. 

4» 
A.D. 219 - P.Dura 100. 
A.D. 222 - P.Dura 101. 
A.D. 222-224 - P.Dura 102. 
A.D. 209 - P.Dura 60B. 
A.D. 211 - P.Dura 63B. 
A.D. 221 - P.Dura 64A. 
cA.D. 235 -~P.Dura 104. 
A.D. 236 - PTDura 116. 
A.D. 219 - P.Dura 100. 
clerk - P.Dura 100.xxxvii . 3 . 
Three years - P.Dura 101. 
cA.D. 233 - P.Puralfe.i.14. 
early years - P.Dura 46. 
two rosters - P.Dura 100 and 101. 
oA.D. 240 - P.Dura 94* 
parthia - P.Dura 100; of. DPP, 40. 

5« 
via - CLA 7V.IV.8; XV.8; XXV.3; XXVI.8. 
specula - CLA 7V.VIII . 3 . 
insula - CLA 7V.IX .1. 
pro gulntanesio - CLA 7V.V.1-5; X.l-5; XVI .6-9; XVIII . 6 - 9 . 
gossLipion - CLA 7V.II.7. 
moneta - CLA 7III.C . 3 * 

-CO 7-
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6: 
pridianum - CLA 219.ii.29. 

Britain - RR,95-96; RHW. 227ffj RNNB, 97-99-

7i 
A.D. 219 - P.Dura 100. 
A.D. 222 - P.Dura 101. 
estimated - DPP. 42; of.30-31. 
81 
dispatch-riders - Livy, 37*7 per dispositos equos prope inoredihili 
oeleritate; Caesar, B.C.,3.101 per dispositos equites. 
great rosters - P.Dura 100 and 101. 
no pedes - I do not find the restoration of P.Dura 101.v.16 
s u f f i c i e n t l y convincing and believe that qdp i s better expanded 
as q(uondam) d(e)p(utatus). 
120 - see Chapter I I 1 Guard Duties, n*7* 

9« 
Hadrian's Wall - RHW, 89-100,103-110,126-128,140-141. 
Stanegate - RHW, 143* 
C leaven Dyke - RMB, 54. 
Gillalees Beacon - RHW, 233-235* 
Four Laws - RR, 101-102. 

Stainmore - Aspects of Archaeology in Britain and Beyond. 293-302. 

10s 
A.D. 188 - V I I I 2495J J« Baradea, rossatum Africae, 239-242. 
A.D. 215 - V I I I 2494 » ILS 2636; Baradez, op.oit., 235-238. 
For the date cf.JRS, XL.63} for the garrison of.AE 1933 45 revising 
V I I I 2496, AE 1926 145i AE 1933 46. 

route - Baradez, op.oit.,241 and passim, also map on 218. 

I l l 
caravans - Lesquier, 431ff. 
A.D. 137 - IGRR I 1142. 
lacoi - IlfTSSl » ILS 2483. 
rKKnpoc/oyo; - IGRR I 1246. 
A.D. 90 - IGRR I TI53. 
Pliny - SB76T10O-106. 
ttadi FawSkhir - see Chapter V i l l i Food, n.60-62. 
cursus publious - I have a paper in Latorous, forthcoming, which 
discusses the point. The basic evidence i s A£. 1955 266} 
Hellemoa, X. 46-62} P. Dura 64. 
121 
Ulpian - Dig.,1.18.13. 
Agricola - Tacitus, Agr.,40. 
Flaocus - Philo, in Flac. , 5 » 
Tertullian - Apol. ,2. 
Tacfarinas - Tacitus, A.,2.52. 
Bulla - Dio, 77.10.' 

http://219.ii
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13* 
A.P. 154 - BGU 372. 
A.D. 158 - P.Fay. 24. 
A . r . 144 - AE 1931 38j cf.RBRA, 150; Gsell and Caroopino, 
Melanges, 4oTl-39» 
cA.D. 152>- V I I I 18122 • I I S 5795. For date of.Pflaum, Carrieres, 
370 (156). 
A.P. 105 - CM 219.il. 10. 
A.D. 9 - Mo, 56.19. 
military lav - Dig.,49*16.6.9. 
Concessinius - RIB 1142. 
salt-works - Dig. .49.15*6; ef.RBRA, 87ff. 
Castus - Pflaum, Carrieres, 535-537 (196)« PIR2.A .II84. 
Castmus - PIRI.I .368 . 
Maximianus - AE 1956 124} Pflaum, Carrieres, 476-494, especially 
489 (181 b i s ) . 
Julianus - Gnomon,31.514 on SHA, Did.Jul.,1. 

14: 
c23 B.C. - Josepbus, B.J.,1.398-99* 
Fadus - Ant.,20.5. 
Cumanus - B.J.,2.228-229; Ant.,20.113-114* 
Ulpian - Dig.,1.18.13. 
Cumanus [ b i s J - Josephus, B.J.,2.236; Ant.,20.122. 
Felix - B.J.,2.253; Ant.,20.160-161. 
Festus - B.J.,2.271* 
two criminals - NT, Matt.,27*38,44; Marc.15*27. 
Barabbas - NT, Marc.,15.7; Luc.,23*19*25; Joan.,18.40* 
Eumplpus's - PetroniuB, Sat.,111-112. 

15» 
Pilate - Josephus, Ant.,18.85-87. 
Fadus - Ant.,20.97-98; of.NT, Act.,5*35; Eusebius, 2.11. 
Fe l i x - Josephus, Ant.,20.160-161; B.J.,2.258-260. 
Fe l i x [ b i s ] - Ant.,20.169-171; B.J..2.261-263. which gives the 
numberfollowing as 30,000; Eusebius, 2.21. 
Lysiae - NT, Act.,21.38. 
brigands and charlatans - Josephus, Ant.,20.172; B.J.,2.264-265. 
Feetus - Ant.,20.188. 
Mariccus - Tacitus, H.,2.61. 

161 
Maternus - Herodian, 1.10.1-3. 
Niger - Herodian, 1.10.3-7; SHA, Peso.,31 Sev..3; cf.Conu,16. 
Fronto - ad Ant.Pium,8. 

http://219.il
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17i 
Aurelius Dionysius - IGRR I I I 301. 
Emeritus _ - RIB 152 =• ILS 4920. 
Honoratus - AE 1950 105 correcting AE 1944 103. 
Ingenuus - AE 1953 129• 
anonymous - X I I I 2958. 
Maximus - BGU 522. 
deourion - PSI 184 and 222. 
Ribchester - RIB 583 and 587; JRS. XXXV. 15-29 ; of. Chapter VII t 
Supplies, n*45* 

18» 
Egypt - Lesquier, 235-236. 
cultivation - Mitteilungen aus der Papyrussammlung der Oesterreichisoh-
en Nationalbibliothek. V.23-27. 
dated - a good but by no means exhaustive l i s t i s given i n Sergio 
Daris, Documenti per l a Storia dell'Eaeroito Romano in Egitto, 
i n his notes to SB 9290 = P.Yale inv.555 (^9). 
Maximus - BGU 522. ~ 

19* 
Longinus - P.Tebt. 304. 
Justus - P.Ryl. 141• 
Audax - BGU 3^ - BGU 436. 
Prooulue - P.Pen. 3. 
Antonius - P.Amh. 78. 
Mar01anus -~P.Graux 4 = SB 746$. 

20: 
Pacyseus - BGU 322; of.BGU 321. 
Sotenchus - P.Tebt. 332; of .commentary on i t . 
Papontos - P.Pay.107; of.commentary on i t and Hermes, XXX.567ff• 
Herais - P.Hamb. 10. 
Linnaeus - P.Oslo 21. 

21« 
Hemous - P.Gen.17* 
v i l l a g e r s - P.Gen.16. 
woman - P.Tebt. 333-
Heraclia - P.Tebt. 334. 

22 s 
Basileides-SB 9203* 
Germanus - BOU 651. 
Valerianus - P.Oslo 23. 
Passer - P .0xy.2234» 
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231 
20 B.C. - P.Oslo 30.-
opening years - P.Hawara 3> 
A.D. 211 - P.Qrenf. 62. 
A.P. 242 - P.Oxy. 62. 
Another centurion - P.Bibl.UH.Giss. 15,. 
Sarapodorus - BGU 1676. 
Julianus - P.Yale inv.555 » SB 9290. 

24* 
Julianus - see above n.21. 
18th April - P.Mioh.175. 
2nd June - BGU 515* 
17th June - BGU 454. 

25« 
Ptolemy - Eusebius, 4.17. 
Nemesion - 6.41* 

26 a 
A.D. 218 - Dio, 79.39-40. 
A.D. 73 - Josephus, B.J.,7»238. 

27« 
Valens - CLA 7 H . C 9 * 
Annianus - CLA 207. 
ir©T«p*AiA«iKm * RIH« 112-113. 
Celer - CLA 711.D.4-5• 
oaths - PSI 734. 
epihata - I I I 14567 = ILS 9225; RIN, 137. 
navalia - BIN, 148$ X I I I 6714 - ILS 2435 (A.D. I85); X I I I 6712 
(A.D. 198). 
naupegi - AE 1911 825 = ILS 9226. 
Newstead - Curie, Newstead, 313. 
gubernator - RIB 653 » ILS 4787-

28 s 
t h i r t y - V I I I 2586 = ILS 2381; AE 1917-18 57. 
Tacitus -H.,4*48. 

29» 
Servianus - SHA, Hadr.,2. 
maps * A.von Domaszewski, 'Die Beneficiarierposten und die 
rBmisohen Strassennetze' i n Westdeutsohe Zeitsohrift, XXI (1902), 
158-2114 Mobsy, in Aota Arch.Acad.Scient.Hung.,111.196, Abb.34 
Petnkovits, rOmisohe Rheinland, 72ff and Abb.23* 
Housesteads - RIB 1599 - ILS 4230. 
Chesterholm - RIB 1696. 
Pisingham - RIB 1225 = ILS 4728: perhaps RIB 1226. 
Catterick - RIB 725 • ILS 39295 RIB 726. 
Binohester - RIB 1030 « ILS 4785; RIB 1031. 
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29 (oont . ) i 
Lancbester - RIB 1085* 
Greta Bridge - RIB 745» 747-
Lancaster - RIB 602. 
Winchester -RIB 88 - ILS 4786. 
Dorchester on Thames - RIB 235 • ILS 5458. 
Wroxeter - RIB 293} the fact that the legion lacks the t i t l e 
viejfcrix, the man was s t i l l serving after thirty-one years, and the 
lack of a cognomen i n another tombstone found with i t , a l l strongly 
suggest a date before A.D. 60. 

30. 
communication - A. von Domaszewski i n Westdeuteohe Z e i t s c h r i f t , X I I . 
159; Petrikovits, rOmische Rheinland, 72-74. 
DomaszewBki - og.cit. ,207, n.365 c i t i n g two examples m Germania 
Inferior, ten in Germania Superior. 
V i t a l i s - RIB 725. 
frontier - that the b e n e f i c i a r i i on the frontiers supervised 
t r a f f i c and made the necessary charges seems clear from a l l the 
other evidence. I cannot agree with Professor Birley (RBRA, 85 
and RHW, 238) that they supervised native f a i r s ; D10 sp e c i f i c a l l y 
states that legionary centurions were used for t h i s ; a glance 
at the distribution maps for the Continent would show that this 
would mean that a meeting place must be postulated every few miles 
along the frontier and D10 states that the natives had to keep 
so many miles away from the frontier; although the looal military 
commander could often supervise the vicus outside his fort, a 
large and prosperous one could easily take up too much of his time; 
c i v i l i a n magistrates are attested at four frontier forts i n Britain, 
near - Petrikovits, op.oit.,74» 
Vazanis - V I I I 10723. 
Salonae - I I I 12895* 
Mainz - X I I I 11816. 
Lambaesis - AE 1914 234* 
Housesteads - RIB 1599 = ILS 4230; RHW, 111, l80ff. 
Aquincum - I I I 10429 - ILS 24IO4 Domaszewski, Religion, 99* 
Tertullian - Fug.in Pers. , 13 . 
intelligence - RBRA, 83» 
Alta Ripa - ILS 2401 + Addenda. 

31» 
Cologne - Petrikovits, rOmische Rheinland, 74* 
Stockstadt - RBRA, 85. 
Grosskrotzenburg - Germania, 39*166. 
Obernburg - Aschaffenburger Jahrbuch, 2.137-142; Bayerisohen 
Vorgeschichtsbiattern. 21.115-122. 
Saalburg - as suggested i n RBRA, 85. 
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31 (cont.)t 
Risingham - the inscription of the beneficianus oonsularis (RIB 
1225. a n d perhaps also 1226) was "taken 'out of the r i v e r ' north 
of the for t " (RR,137 quoting Camden and Cotton, Britannia (1607), 
662). There was a bridge across the Rede to the north of the 
fort (RR, 68, f i g . 2 ) , and i n view of the par a l l e l s from forts 
i n Germany* i t seems to the present writer better to s i t e the post 
here rather than as i n RBRA, 85. 
Cologne - Petrikovits, op.cit.« 74-76, Abb.24* 

32i 
fixed length - H. Lieb 'Expleta Station©' in BR, 139-144* 
Risingham - RIB 1225 - ILS 472^1 cf.RBRA, 84. 
Analysis - Lieb, loo.cit. 

33. 
X I I I 7338; AE 1962 228; Lieb, op.cit.; cf.W. Schleiermacher, 
Germania, 39*166-168. 
34 s 
c i v i l i a n s - cf.A.H.M. Jones, The Greek City, 212ff. 
Digest - 1.12.12. 
Pliny's - Ej>», 10.77* 
Trajan's - 10.78. 

35* 
images - Josephus, B.J.,2.169-174; Ant.,18.55-59. 
aqueduct - B.J.,2.175-177; Ant.,18.60-62; cf.Eusebius, 2.6. 
F e l i x - B.J.,2.266-270; Ant.,20.173-178. 
Florus - B.J.,2.285-292. 
"Summoning - B.J.,2.331-332. 9 

Jdetilius - B.J. ,2.449-454* Josephus uses CiretfYc^ instead of 
^iXiap^o^; was an ordinary cohors used instead of a oohors 
It a l i o a ? of .A.N. Sherwin-White, Roman Society and Roman Law i n 
the New Testament, 155, n.2. 

36 s 
"The people - Josephus, B.J.,2.224. 
"When the feast - Ant.,20.106-107* 
"A Roman cohort - B.J.,5*244* 
Cumanus - B.J.,2.225-227; Ant.,20.108-112. 
Quadratus - B^J.,2.244-246; Ant.,20.133* 
Callus - B.J.,2.280. 
Christ - NT, Matt.,26.5. 
governor's residence - cf.n.37 below. 
cl i e n t king - Josephus states that at the Passover in 4 B.C. the 
Jewish police were unable to subdue trouble-makers who had roused 
the crowd. Archelaus sent i n if€T* Cfr€lP<*$ X<.\tApXoy* 
(B.J. ,2.11) or CrfKfftV TC ofrAlTW X^PftOv* (Ant. ,17.215). 
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36 (cont.)i 
Josephus noraally uses these technical terms of Roman soldiers) 
these events took place a matter of days after the death of Herod,, 
who i s known to have received many special privileges from 
Augustus. I n view of t h i s , and i f Josephus i s toeing consistent 
in his usage, i t i s f a i r to suppose that a unit of the Roman army 
was seconded to help keep order, i f neoessary, i n a notorious 
trouble-spot at dangerous times as a favour to Herod* 

37» 
"Judas took - NT, Joan.,18.3* 
"Then the soldiers - Matt.,27*27* 
"The soldiers - Marc.,15.16. 
execution squad - see n.38. 

38. 
speoulatores - see Chapter Xi Other Duties, n.7* 
Herod - NT, Maro.,6.27; of.A.N. Sherwm-White, Roman Society and 
Roman Lax? i n the Hew Testament, 109-110. 124. 
Paul - see n«41* 
flogging - NT. Matt.,27.27-31? Marc.,15.15-20\ Luc.,23-22; 
Joan.,19.1-2. 
execution party - Matt.,27.32-54} Marc.,15.21-39$ Luc.,23.26-47* 
Joan.,19.17-37« 

39« 
Eumolpus - Petromus, Sat.,111-112. 
Lyons - Eusebius, 5»1* 
Pilate - NT, B§ro»'-rI5»44-45* 
Jewish leaders - Hatt.,27*62-66. 
Sunday - Matt.,28.4 
"After the women - Matt.,28.11-15* 
40* 
Ulpian - Dig., 1.18.6.8. 
Ptolemais - I I I 12069 - ILS 2611* I I I 12067 - ILS 2609$ I I I 
12068 - ILS 2610. 
Forth - RBRA, 87ff. 
examples - see Chapter X* Other Duties, passim; Lesquier, 242-243* 
Titus - Josephus, B.J.,6.418. 
Vespasian - B.J.,3*538-540* 
Christians - 0. Davies, Roman Mines in Europe, 14* oiting 
Pseudo-Origen, Philosophenena, IX.12, and Eusebius, M.P.,13*1* 

41« 
"The whole c i t y - NT, Act.,21.30-36. 
speak to the mob - Act.,21.37-40* 
"They had given - Act.,22.22-30. 
"Because the uproar - Act.,23*10* 
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Pilate - Josephus, B.J..2.176 f»Koi( ; Ant.,18.60 CKUJ*K«5 
EuseMus, 2.6^wKo(J. 
Florus - Josephus, B.J.,2.326fvKoty. 
Vegetius - see Chapter I l l s Training and Exercises, passim. 

43 * 
Terentianus - P.Mich. 477 
next l e t t e r - P.Hioh. 478. 
Aristides - 6^a, 

44 a 
A.D. 47 - Taoitus, A.,12.31. 
A.D. 60 - A.,14.31."" 
"He therefore - Philo, in Flao.,86. 
"And yet - in Place.,92. 
papyrus - Revue de Philologie, 22.18-27; Archiv fttr Papyrusforeohung, 
1.168-172. 

Encolpius - Petronius, Sat.,82 ; cf.94« 

45« 
centurions - seen.18-22 above. 
A.D. 242 - P.Oxy. 62o 
A.D. 250 - Busebiue, 6.41. 
Paul - NT, Act*,23.12-21. 
"The tribune - Act.,23.21-24. 
Lyeias - Act.,23.25-30. 
"Following their - Act.,23.31-33. 
Pestus - Act.,25*1-5* 
Sarapodorus - BGU 1676. 
Cumanue - Josephus, B.J.,2.229; Ant.,20.114. 
Maonnus - D10, 79-39-40. 
Diadumenianus - ibid. 
46s 
military prisons - Dig.,49* 16.13.5» Paesenni, legio, 608 (63-64)« 
Tacitus, H.,1.58: A.\ 1.21; 3.22; cf.Juvenal, Sat.,6.560? 
Petrikovits, rflmieohe Rheinland, 45» 
Rome - Cod.Just.,4.65.4; Pliny, Jg£.,10.57; for Paul of.A.N. 
Sherwin-White, Roman Society and Roman Law in the New Testament, 
108-109. 
governor - see Chapter X« Other Duties, n.7* 
Pliny - Eg.,10,19 and 20. 
Herod - Act.,12.1-19; cf.Sherwin-Mhite, op.pit.,123-124* 136-137. 

legal - Dig.,48.3.6. 
Lysias - NT, Aot.,23.26-30. 
five days - Act.,24-1-21. 
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48 s 
" I s h a l l hear - NT, Act.,23.35. 
"F e l i x , who - Act.,24.22-23. 
Pestus - Act.,24.27. 
Sidon - Aot.,27*3. 
house arrest -Aot.,28.165 cf.28.30. r e 

variant reading - i b i d . , sv app.orit.: o €frQ.TovT*p>)(os mp€awRtv 

CTPftTotreSopftpf - ' A.H. Shervin-white, Roman Society and Roman Lav 
in the New Testament. 108ff, discusses the problem* 
Praetorians - Philejm. ,124131 

49«, 
•You have appealed - NT, Aot.,25*12. 
"When i t was - Act.,27.1; cf. RE sv cohors I Augusta. 
Sidon -Aot*,27*3} see n.48. 
"The soldiers - Act.,27.42-43. 
Rome - see n.48. 

50» 
Pliny - Eg.,10.57. 
"There were - Ep.,10.96. 
Polycarp - Eusebius, 3*36. 
Aristarchus - NT, Aot.,27.2; Col.,4.10; Philem.,24; cf.Act., 
19.29; 20.4$ Eusebius, 2*22. 
Quadratus - JosephUs, B.J.,2.243; Ant.,20.131. 
Roman o f f i c i a l s - B.J..2.244; Ant.,20.132. 
l a t t e r - B.J.,2.246; Ant.,20.136. 
F e l i x - B.J.,2.253; Ant.,20.161. 
Antiochue - B.J.,7* 23'53>40. 
Rhescuporis - Tacitus, A.,2.67* 
Paetus - Pliny, Eg.,3.16** 
Haximinus - Herodian, 7*7*6. 
other - JRS, LVI.159,182. 

5>1» 
Caelianus - Pliny, Ep.,10.29 and 30* 
Apuleius - Eg.,10.74* 

52: 
Dionysius - Eusebius, 6*40. 
A.D. 204 - 6.3. 
A.D. 222 - 6.21. 
tyons - 5.1. The most recent disoussion of the point i s A.R. 
Birley, Marcus Aurelius, Appendix IVs Marcus and the Christians. 

53i 
seoret police - O.Hirschfeld, Kleine Sohriften, 576-612. 
Otho - Tacitus, H.,1.85. 
Epiotetus - Pis.,4.13.5. 
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53 (oont.)» 
Pliny - E£. ,7.25. 
Pilate - see n.35« 
Cnspue - CLA 7V.XIV.4. 

54» 
dumtaxat - V I I I 270. 
A.D. 9 - Dio, 56.18. 
Tencteri - Tacitus, JJ.,4.64. 
inhabitants - H.,4.65. 
Tacitus - Ger«Tl3« 
elsewhere - Ger.,28. 
Hermunduri - Ger.,41* 
Tertullian - adv.IUd.,7-
Pertinax - Herodian, 2*4*7* 

A*B. 180 - Dio, 73.2. 
A.D. 173 ~ Dio, 72.11. 
A.D. 173 [ b i s ] J- Dio, 72.15. 
A.D. 175 - Dio» 72.16. 
A.D. 179 - Dio, 72.19. 
A.D. 180 - Dio, 73.3; for the dating of a l l these episodes in 
these wars I have followed J . Pit2, Acta Aroh.Acad.Soient.Hung., 
14.33-35. 
56: 
diversa loca - BR, 97? RHNB, 107-
Germany - Dio, 56.18. 

57i 
Lambaesis - V I I I 18219 « ILS 2415! from the details of the find 
spot i t i s clear that i t oame from the oanabae and not from the 
munioipium as stated i n the Corpus. 
Egypt - PSI 1307. 
581 
Vindonissa [ e t c ] - H. Laur-Belart, Vindonissa* Lager und Vious, 
74-77» c i t i n g Vindonissa, Carnuntum, Augusta, Ootodurus, Brigantium. 
Egger, Aneeiger der oesterreichisohen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 
88.223, c i t i n g Vindonissa, Carnuntum, and two at Aqumoum. 
Corbndge - AA4>XXXVII.14. 
Stagshaw Bank - Northumberland Counts* History, IV.209-210. 
Seligenstadt - W. Schleiermacher, 'Nundinenses', Germama, XXXII. 
326-328. 
Arnsburg - ibid. 
Alteburg-Heftrich and Altenstadt - ib i d . ; cf.JRS, XXVI.197-198. 
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59* 
Zarai - V I I I 45°8; for interpretation of.S.J. lie Laet, Portotium, 
266-267. 
Leuoe Come - De Laet, op.cit.,306-310; E.H. Warmington, The 
Commerce between the Roman Empire and India, 11; He Laet, op.cit., 
307, n . l . 
"There i s - Anonymous, Penpl.Har.Erythr.,19. 
Mainz - X I I I 11816; cf.De Laet, op.cit..140. 
Lambaesis - AE 1914 234. 
oon(ductoresT"- this i s my own proposal, 
date - JPS, IV.143. 
Palmyra - IORR I I I IO56; of.Syria. 22.155-175; Revue Historique, 
195.10-23. 
Two commanders - of.RBRA. 146ff. 
Tauric Chersonesus - I I I 13750 = IGRR I 860. 
Egypt - P.Oxy. H85, verso. 
60t 
major - Report I I , I56-I59. 
llT 'CTftTnj ~ Ibid,. ,160-161. 
statores - Report I , 32ff; II,119ff. (The b e n e f i c i a r i i are cited 
there a l s o ) . 
tnbuni - R14 cited in Report I , 38. That there was no difference 
betueen /5«ve$iKt*pt©i and p*V*f*K««f *»f tpipowi o a n to 

seen from the fact that Aurelius Antoninus twice has the former 
t i t l e (R6 and R7) .and twice the l a t t e r (R2 and R3); of.Report I , 
33-35. 
plaque - Report I I , 148-151. 

61s 
P.Abinn. 9« 
62 s 
Hadrian»s Wall - HHV, passim, especially 88-99. 103-110, 116-125; 
CW2, L.43-53. 
Cleaven Dyke - PSAS, LXXIV.37-48. 
German - Arch.J.,XCII»38. 
auf der Wurse - Limesftlhrer, 38-39, and f i g , 13. 
Saalburg - H. Sohonberger, Fflhrer durch das Rdmerkastell Saalburg 
(twenty-second edition), 30, Abb.3. 
St Augustine - Epist.,46 and 47; of.JRS, XL.31* 
63t 
Danube - Aota Arch.Acad.Solent.Hung.,14.76-77. ci t e s a l l the 
references. A l l the thirteen inscriptions belong to thi s time 
(A.D. I84-I85, e.g.ILS 8913) except OUjS 295 which i s dated to 
A.D. I85. 
Aueia - V I I I 20816 » ILS 396. of. V I I I 22629 - ILS 5849. 
numerus burgariorum - I I I 13795 • ILS 9180; for veredarii of. 
Hyginus, K.C.,24.30. and ILS 9181. 
Numidia - Herodian, 7*9*!• 
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63 (cont.)t i 
Garymantes - Tacitus, H.1,4.50. 
Corionototae - RIB 1142* 
Fife - Dig.,49.15-6; RBRA, 8 7 f f . 
Mardi - Taoitus, A.,14*23* 

641 
Varus - Dio, 56 .19 . 
Pliny - Eg. ,10.27 and 28. 
Herod - Josephus, B.J. ,1 .301; Ant. ,14.410. 
Athrongaeus - B.J. , 2 .63; Ant. ,17.282-283. 
5trasbourgc-,Esperandleu, Reoueil V I I , 5499. 
legio XIV - Qermania Romana, taf.XIV.l; this and the one from 
Strasbourg are reproduced i n H i s t o r l a . XII.taf.IV. 
Trajan's - Ciohorius, passim. 
oA.D. 233 - P.Dura 8 2 . i i . 5 . 
A.D. 219 - pTPura 100.xxx . l8 . 
A.D. 222 - P.Dura 101.xxxiv .24. 
Babylon - P.Plor. 2 ? 8 . 

65* 
Vegetius - 3*3. 

depots - see Chapter V I I I t Food, n«53* 

66: 
"Pron the - SB 9223 » Journal of J u r i s t i c Papyrology, I V . I O 6 - H 5 . 
Actinius - P.Lond. 256. 
Celer - P.Oxy. 276. 
Irenaeue -- BGU 27. 
A.D. 201 - I I I 14165. 
67: 
equestrian o f f i c i a l s - they are l i s t e d and discussed by H.-G. 
Pflaum i n his discussion of the career of Maximianus in Libyoa.III. 
135-154, especially 142-143. 
Maximianus - ibid.,135-136. of.Pflaum, Carrieres, 476-494 
(181 bis) and AE 1956 124. 
Hygmus - M.C., 30. 
A.D. 105 - CLA 2 1 9.ii . 3 1 - 3 3 . 1 have followed Uarichal's 
interpretation of alario as 'the camp of the a l a ' , but Fink's 
expansion to [n]avaf 10 1 naval in s t a l l a t i o n s ' (cited in Hanchal's 
notes) would be equally apt in this context. 

68 j 
A.D. 219 - P.Pura lOO.xix .4 ,25? xxix.24. 
A.D. 222 - P.Dura lOl.xxxi . 6 5 this seems to me a more probable 
expansion of df than those suggested by DPP, 41 , especially i n 
view of the evidence cited above. 

http://82.ii
http://100.xxx.l8
http://101.xxxiv.24
http://lOl.xxxi.65
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68 (oont)s 
Britain - the detailed results have not yet heen published, but 
for an interim report see The Times for 1.2.63. an a r t i c l e by 
P.Salway ent i t l e s 'New Light on Fens under the Romans', which 
gives the Had n a m e date. of.FPRB. 5-6) I.A. Richmond, Roman 
Britai n (second edition), 128-129* 
supply oraft - RIB, 137, 148. 
Paternus - Big.,50.6.7* 
Audens - RfB653 = ILS 4787-
Trajan - Cichorius, taf.XXXII1-XXXIV. 
Marcus - Caprino, tav.LI.fig.102. 
Rhine - Tacitus, JI.,4*27i cf*4*35 where they have to use the 
road because the enemy have control of the r i v e r . 

691 
pay - the detailed evidence and reasoning of my theory are given 
in a paper called 'Ratio and Opinio in Roman Military Documents• 
to be published in Historia, XVI. 
Helvexii - Tacitus, H. ,1*67* 
Arrian - Peripl.,6 and 10. 
Germany - Tacitus, H. ,4*36) cf.4*26. 

70: 
I.A. Richmond, 'Roman Leaden Sealings from Brough-under-Stainmore' 
i n CW2, XXXVI. 104-125,. As only 133 could be examined out of 
what originally must have been thousands, I cannot agree with 
Richmond's division into regular and occasional quotas on the 
basis of the number that have survived today. 
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I n addition to a l l the duties so far described, eaoh soldier would 

at times he engaged on tasks which were not exclusively military* These 

oould be both inside the fort and outside. In the former instance eaoh 

soldier had to keep his own k i t in good order and at times might well have 

to olean that of of f i c e r s . Similarly, men were employed to keep the 

camp and i t s various installations clean} equites would have the further 

tasks of mucking out the stables and currying their mounts. These and 

other fatigues must have been common; soldiers might also aot as escorts 

to o f f i c e r s . A large number of men were seconded from each Unit -

especially the legions - to the service of the provincial governor; 

they were mostly employed on c l e r i c a l and j u d i c i a l work. Similarly, men 

were detached to the servioe of the procurator or other o f f i c i a l s or even 

c i v i l i a n s . Soldiers were constantly employed on the routine tasks of 

maintenance and repairs to the fort or obtaining the necessary materials 

to carry out the repairs. In addition they built structures primarily 

of military importance but also of benefit to the province. They could 

be employed on c i v i l i a n projects, building parts of towns or repairing 

structures or even building whole towns, developing the provinoe, 

providing technical assistance or building materials. Soldiers were used 

to supervise or provide technical s k i l l s i n mines and quarries* Troops 

were also employed i n the military postal service. A commanding officer 

acted as judge for the c i v i l i a n s of the area* 

Although eaoh soldier was expeoted to clean and keep i n good order 

his own equipment and uniform, i t i s clear that some soldiers were at times 



assigned to clean that of others* The legionary duty roster for the 

f i r s t ten days of October. A.D. 87, shows that on the 8th C. Julius Valens 

was assigned as a batman (galeanato); presumably one of his duties 

would be to clean and polish the equipment of the o f f i c e r whom he was 

serving. This was a task assigned to C. Aemilius Valens for four days 

from the 2nd; he had to clean and polish the uniform of the centurion 

Helius, perhaps his speoial ceremonial uniform (omatus H e l i ) . Soldiers 

were often assigned to a task that involved boots (oal(oeamenta)), almost 

certainly that of cleaning them: C. Julius Valens (who was l a t e r the 

batman) on the 4th, Q. Cassius Rufus on the 10th, and P. Clodioa Secundus 

on the 8th and s p e c i f i c a l l y to deal with the boots of the centurion Helius 

on the following day. However, i t also seems probable that these tasks 

involved making repairs to the boots} on the 3rd C. Juli u s Longus from 

Ausonia l e f t with Asinius 'for boots', presumably to co l l e c t supplies 

of new footwear. I t i s tempting to wonder i f the beeswax found at 

Vindonissa was used in cleaning and polishing equipment.* 

The emphasis placed by the military authorities on cleanliness, 

which can be seen i n their wish for the soldier to spend time on spit and 

polish on his equipment, i s also evident from the fact that i n the duty 

roster for the f i r s t ten days of Ootober, A.D. 87, several tasks occur 

involving the use of soldiers to clean various parts and installations 

of the camp. The most frequent entry i s b a l l i o . a misspelling of balneo s 

t h i s was bath house fatigues, entailing raking out ashes, stoking up the 

furnaoe, and other such tasks; this duty was performed by no less than 
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nine different soldiers, who spent between them a to t a l of eighteen days 

on i t . Q. Annius spent the f i r s t two days of the month cleaning the 

streets of the camp (sooparius). On the 3rd C. Julius Valens was 

assigned ad cunic 2» * n i s seems best interpreted as meaning that he was 

employed i n drainage work of some sort. Two soldiers were employed on 

the necessary but unpleasant task of cleaning the l a t r i n e s j C. Valerius 

and H. Longinus A- on the 2nd and 6th respectively were assigned sterous. 

These duties must have been universal) every oamp had .streets whioh would 

have to be swept and those i n a legionary fortress, including a l l the 

side streets, would amount to several miles i n length. Almost every 

fort had a bath house and every one must have had l a t r i n e s | perhaps the 

best excavated example of the former i s at Cheaters, of the l a t t e r at 

Housesteads; clearly the task of cleaning the latrines would be even 

more unpleasant with the more primitive type as at tfaddon H i l l , although 

t h i s i s remarkably similar to the method used by B r i t i s h forces i n tropical 

areas. A rake was discovered i n the baths at Hewstead and might well 

have been used to d e a r out debris. Acoording to the roster for A.D. 

222 at Dura a soldier had the duty ras.[$ the word Hadrian uses for the 

cohort which made a f i r s t rate smooth ditoh, was radendo, and perhaps 

Haximus was cleaning out ditohes also (rasuTra?). The veranda i n front 

of the men's quarters at Inohtuthil oontained a row of timberlined p i t s , 

i n whioh rubbish had been placed) presumably each oontuberaium was 
2 

responsible for keeping i t s own rooms clean. 

In an ala and to a lesser extent a oohors equitata i t would be 

neoessary to muck out the stables regularly. In his book on equitation 
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Xenophon reoommended that i t was highly desirable to remove the horse-
droppings daily from the stables where cavalry horses were kept. I t 
seems, highly probable that such sound advice was followed by the Roman 
army; presumably some of xhe equites were detailed in turn to muck out. 
the stables each day, a not inconsiderable task when i t i s remembered 
that an al a quingenaria contained about Bix hundred horses and a oohors 
m i l l l a r i a equitata and a oohors quingenaria equitata about half and a 
quarter of that t o t a l respectively. Aooording to the great roster of 
A.D. 222 the eques J u l i u s Haximus was assigned r a s . [ ; perhaps i t i s worth 
speculating that he vas being punished'by being assigned to mucking out 
the stables for a certain time (rast[rum). At Margidunum a p i t of early 
second century date waB excavated, at the bottom of which, sealed by a 
layer of clay, was discovered straw, horse-dung, and other stable refuse. 
Some of the dung was no doubt used as manure on the crops on the 
territorium of the units, and doubtless some was sold to nearby farmers. 
I t might well be to cart away dung that C. Valerius Longus, an eques of 
a l a Apriana, purchased a horse from a legionary centurion i n A.D. 771 
which was guaranteed i t a u t i bestiam veterinam adsolet. Even a oohors 

peditata and a legion had a large number of draught- and baggage-animals 
3 

whose stables would have to be cleaned. 

Similarly, the horses would have to be regularly groomed. That ' 

t h i s was normal peace-time procedure can be seen from the fact that Pronto 

mentions that i t was one of the points that the badly-disciplined army 

of the East had not donet 
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"The horses were shaggy from lack of attention, the riders 
impeccably groomed - you never saw/a soldier with a hairy 
leg or arm!" / 

Vegetius stresses that a deourion must compel the men i n his troop to 

&eep the equipment of their mounts olean and no doubt he meant currying 

and grooming of the horses as well. Again the method of doing t h i s i s 

prescribed by Xenophon. 'Vopiacus', although i n a passage that i s perhaps 

not authentic, quotes what he claims to be standard military procedures 

"Each man i s to curry his own horse and pack-horse, no one 
i s to s e l l the fodder of the animals, and they must j o i n t l y 
look after the mule that belongs to the century." 

Whether or not the statement i s true i n i t s context, there oan be no doubt 

that the equl, sagmaril. and mull oenturiati were regularly groomed. 

In a stable at the Antonine or Severan fort at I l k l e y a s t r l g i l was 

discovered} clearly t h i s had been used to groom the horses of the oohors 

equitata. Similarly, the horses would have to be watered regularly.^ 

The entries i n the legionary duty roster mentioned above frequently 

state that a soldier was serving in one or other of the oenturies. The 

most frequent simply states that the man was employed i n his own century 

(i n J.) and no less than nine men have this designation a total of fourteen 

times. Clearly t h i s rather vague-sounding entry must have been a more 

specific duty and i t seems best to suppose that a soldier assigned to 

•duty in century* was a member of a fatigue party for that day employed on 

the miscellaneous day to day tasks that would oocur. Members of this 

century were also seconded to other centuries - presumably for the same 

sort of job - but i n every instance for a period of several days in 

succession. L. Sextilius Germanus spent s i x days from the 5th onwards in 
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the century of D. Decrius, C. Valerius at least four from the same day on 
i n that century} C. Julius F- was in the century of Serenus from 5th 
to 10th, while C. Julius Longus from Sidon spent three days (6th to 8th) 
i n the century of Helius and C. Valerius F e l i x the f i r s t two days of the 
month i n the century of Caecillus. 

Vegetius states that senior officers had b e n e f i c i a r i i to a s s i s t them 

and th i s i s confirmed by epigraphy. The duty roster for the f i r s t ten 

days of October of A.D. 87 shows that some of the other less senior 

offioers were assigned a legionary soldier for one or two days as comes. 

This probably means that the other rank acted as an escort to the officer 

for the day and performed the duties of an orderly. P. Antonius Crispus 

waB comes to a tribune from the 7th to 9th, C. Aemilius was esoort to 

Serenus, who i s known to have been a centurion, on the 2nd, while H. Julius 

F e l i x was escort to the same offioer from the 1st to 5th, and C. Valerius 

was cornea to the primus pilus on the 1st. 

Although the governor of a province had a familia of freedmen and 

slaves, who carried out the more menial tasks, many of his s t a f f were 

soldiers seoonded from the units under h i s command. Some of their duties 

were c l e r i c a l , as in the oase of the men of oohors I Hispanorum veterana 

who were detaohed to the provincial headquarters with the clerks (ad 

[plraetorium o[um l ] i b r a r i i s s [ s i c ] ) i n A.D. 105. The head of the 

offloium was a centurion with the t i t l e of princeps praetoni or prinoeps 

o f f i c i i praesidis. He was helped by three cornioularn consularis. 
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The governor had sixty b e n e f i c i a r i i oonsularis whom he could use for a 

variety of different tasks; there were also a number of frumentarii and 

candidati (the l a t t e r probably not before the time of Severus) available 

for different duties. In connection with his duties i n dispensing 

ju s t i c e the governor had three commentarienses, who looked after the 

j u d i o i a l records I tea speoulatores for eaoh legion i n the province, who 

executed the condemned, and a number (perhaps ten) of quaestionarii to 

torturS prisoners. The prmoeps, cornioularii, and oommentarienses had 

assistants (adiutores). To keep the many doouments there were clerks 

( l i b r a r i i ) . accountants (exaoti), and shorthand clerks (exceptores), 

although they were sometimes simply called immunes oonsularis. To act as 

equerries he had stratores and as orderly a domiourius. The governor 

would have to attend to many religious r i t e s and ceremonies and so had 

the service of a haruspex, viotimarius, and pullarius. There were also 
7 

interpreters (interpretes). 

A l l these posts were f i l l e d by serving legionaries seconded to the 

governor's headquarters. I f a province had no legions, legionaries were 

detached from a neighbouring province; the tiro Pannonias, for example, 

provided troops for Dalmatia. Provmoes governed by procurators, however, 

such as the two Nauretanias, employed auxiliary troops for this purpose. 

Pliny as governor of Bithynia had only a few auxiliary units under his 

command; nevertheless, he had had to assign to Gavius Bassus, praefectus 

orae Ponticae, more than the ten benefioiarii, two equites, and a centurion 

that Trajan had declared to be the correct number. As a bodyguard the 
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governor had pedltes and equites singularee seconded from the auxiliary 

cohorts and alae i n the province. I t i s not known how many they 

numbered, hut they were at times organised in a Humerus; i t i s not 
Q 

impossible that the total varied with the importance of the province. 

Several r e l i e f s depict a speculator going on a tour of duty. One 

shows L. Bassius Nigellius, formerly of legio VII Claudia, s i t t i n g i n a 

carriage drawn by three horses; he i s driven by a coachman and has a 

servant with him. Another fragmentary r e l i e f from Tomi depicts only 
i 

t 

the wheels of the carriage and the hooves of a horse* but presumably was 

similar. The carriage belonged to the speculator Vibius Severus and 
o 

i s dated to the late second or f i r s t half of the third century.' 

The f i l e s of cohors XX Palmyrenorum at Sura mention several members 

of the unit who had been dispatched to the governor's headquarters at 

Antioch. The morning report for 29th March, cA.D. 233, reads* 

"Returnedi the men previously dispatohed to the governor's 
headquarters with l e t t e r s , soldiers 

The following entry records that a soldier of Conors I I Equestrls, 

probably on a similar mission, had returned with them. The great roster 

of A.D. 219 notes that a pedes with twenty-seven years* service and an 

eques sesquiplioarlus with f i f t e e n years• were ad praetorlum. that of A.D. 

222 notes that two troopers each with nineteen years' service were 

similarly employed. A fragmentary strength report seems to l i s t under 

1st August, cA.D. 250 the dispatch or retMrn of two groups of soldiers 

ad pr]aet(orlum) praesidis t i n October soldiers seem to have returned 
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frora a mission to the oornicularii on the governor's s t a f f at Antioch 

(Br ex C I ] B qdp cor oos). The ages of the four men as revealed in the 

rosters might suggest that i t vas policy to send men with considerable 

military experience hut who might not be very active i n the f i e l d . 

However, i t should he remembered that a younger soldier with i n i t i a t i v e 

might prefer the increased p o s s i b i l i t i e s of promotion at provincial 

headquarters under the eye of the governor, as Apollinariue, for example, 

had clearly decided by trying to become a olerk on the s t a f f of the 

governor rather than the legion, although the same man was in charge of 

The archives from Dura provide some information on the singulares. 

The great roster for A.D. 219 records twenty-two examples, that of A.D. 

222 fifty-nine* In the former twelve are pedites, including three who 

are duplioarn. and ten are equitesi in the l a t t e r fifty-two are pedites. 

including one duplicariue, Aureliua Julius Apollinarius who held the same 

post three years e a r l i e r , and seven are equitea. The average length of 

servioe of the pedites was ten years in A.D. 219, but only eight in A.D. 

222, when ten men had been assigned as aingulares before they had served 

a year and another three with only one year's service; the equites had 

served an average of sixteen years in A.D. 219 and eighteen in A.D* 222, 

and the minimum length of servioe was seven years. However, the e a r l i e r 

roster l i s t s only 60$ of the estimated total strength of the unit and the 

l a t t e r only 63%| i t i s therefore not possible to state how many troops a 

unit would normally send to aot as singulares, since the proportions of 

the attested men here are 3% and 9$ respectively. A fragmentary roster 
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of A.D. 251-256 attests at least nine ai n g u l a r e s , i n c l u d i n g one duplioarluB: 

the only tiro attested dates of enlistment give length of service of at 

least twenty-six and twenty-one years, with the p o s s i b i l i t y of up to 

another five years; most, i f not a l l , were pedites. A papyrus dated 
1 f 

to A.D. 236, which appears to contain a l i s t of principales, mentions 

two pedites who were singulares% tooth of whom had served twelve years. 

SingDulareB v ( i r i ) [ c ( l a r i a s i m i ) are mentioned i n a oopy of a le t t e r 

giving details of men absent from Dura in A.D. 243-244 in connection 

with the eastern campaign of Oordian I I I . Similarly, the pridianum of 

cohors I Hispanorum Veterana in A.D. 105 shows that four soldiers, 

inoluding a decurion, were singulares, to the governor Fabius J u s t u s . 1 1 

Some soldiers would also be sent to help the procurator of the 

province, either to form part of his offioium or to act as a guard for 

the convoy of supplies, money, taxes etc. Examples of both uses can 

be d e a r l y seen i n a l e t t e r of Pliny to Trajani 

" S i r , your freedman and procurator, Haximus, assures me that 
in addition to the ten b e n e f i c i a r i i whom you ordered me to 
assign to Gemellinus, he himself must have s i x soldiers. 
In the meantime I thought i t proper to leave him with the 
three I found i n his service, especially as he was going to 
Paphlagonia to colle c t oorn. In addition and at his own 
request, I gave him two troopers as an escort. Will you 
please inform me what your instructions are for the future." 

(There i s here a clear distinction between the benefioiarii assigned to 

the administration of Virdius Gemellinus, procurator Ponti et Bithyniae« 

and the milites and equites assigned as an escort to Maximus, the 

freedman assistant to the procurator. I n his reply Trajan makes i t 

clear that the assistant's soldiers should normally be restricted to 
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two from the governor and two from the senior procurator. When the 

rebellion of Boudiooa broke out, the colonists at Colchester requested 

aid from the proourator Decianus Catus, who was perhaps at London} he 

sent them less than two hundred men; as these men are described as not 

having the regular weapons (sine armis i u s t i e ) , they were perhaps i n part 

soldiers who had been seconded to his offlolum and who had therefore not 
12 

retained their f u l l set of armour and weapons* 

Examples of soldiers seoonded to form part of the administrative 

s t a f f of a procurator can be deduced from their t i t l e s , for example, 

cornioularius, benefloiarius, and perhaps exaotus % they presumably 

supervised the c l e r i o a l work done by the famllia of Imperial slaves and 

freedmen. A strength report from Dura dated A.D. 250-251 records the 

return of troops to the unit including! 

"Returned from those previously dispatched to the offlolum 
of the proourator, soldiers 4." 

A fragmentary roster of A.D. 250-256 reoords that at least two men were 

serving at the offloium procuratoris. In A.D. 105 a pridlanum records 

that one infantryman was temporarily detached from cohors I Hispanorum 
13 

to work in the offioium of Latimanus, the proourator of Lower Hoesia. 

L i t t l e i s known of the details of the numbers or the arrangements 

involved i n the case of soldiers seconded to the procurator. I t i s 

clear from what both Pliny and Trajan write that the troops needed for 

esoort duties were supplied on an ad hoc basis. However, a papyrus 

from Dura suggests that the troops sent to the proourator may well have 
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been periodically replaced. A l e t t e r dated to early July, A.D. 216, 

from the correspondence f i l e s of Postumius Aurelianus, presumably sent 

by the governor, readss 

" I have sent baok to you the twenty-eight soldiers of cohors 
XX Palmyrenormn, which i s under your command, from the 
service of Aurelius Theodorus, Imperial procurator, to whom 
I have assigned other soldiers in their place." 

The names of the men follow, written in a second hand, although i t i s 

perhaps possible that some were transferred to a ve z i l l a t i o n and not sent 

baok to Dura) one of the men has besider his name the entry immun, and 

he may well have been a clerk. The next l e t t e r in the r o l l , although 

very fragmentary, appears to have been similar. Two other l e t t e r s i n 

the f i l e apparently refer to members of the cohort returning from duty 
14 

with a procurator. 

However, i t i s quite clear that the financial procurator had no 

military power over the troops who had been put under his ministerlum % 
i 

they were there simply to act as an escort and protect him or valuables 

under his care, or alternatively, to run his administration. An example 

of soldiers protecting the person of the procurator i s given by 

Herodiani in A.D. 237 a procurator m Africa was attacked by an angry 

crowd of farmers and his bodyguard of soldiers attempted to defend him 

but were routed. An Imperial slave called Steven foolishly travelled 

without an armed escort and brigands ambushed, him and robbed him of his 

baggage at Bethhoron i n A.I). 51. Any attempt on the part of the 

procurator to take upon himself such military authority would result i n 

legal charges being brought against him, as i n the case of Cn. Lucilius 



-534-
Capito, procurator provinoiae Asiae, i n A.D. 23; Tacitus appears to be 

quoting the aota senatus t 

"Tiberius stated with great severity that he had given his 
procurator no j u d i c i a l powers, except over Imperial slaves 
and revenues; i f Capito had usurped the authority of the 
governor and had employed military foroes, then i n so doing 
he had exceeded the Emperor's instructions* H 

He could, however, make use of the soldiers under his ministerium to 

compel others to carry out their requirements. The proourator C. 

Herennlus Capito sent soldiers from Jamnia to Anthedon m A.D. 36 to 

demand 300,000 sesterces that Agrippa owed to the Imperial treasury i n 

Home; they were to escort the money back i f paid, and i f i t was not, to 

detain him and his ship there. In the opening years of the third 

century in Phrygia the procurator Aurelius Threptus sent an optio, 

Aurelius Symphoros, to announce his decision on a dispute between the 

two villages of Anossa and Antimacheia on the subject of providing oxen 

for the angareia and to supervise the settlement. The optio's action 

and dealings with the councils are recorded i n two l e t t e r s . His 

settlement proved ineffective without a soldier being permanently 

stationed there to enforce i t ; accordingly, on 11th October,.A.D. 213* 

the proourator Philocurlus sent a stationerme to safeguard his decision. 

I t was because he lacked direct military authority over his soldiers that 

the procurator was at times unable to prevent troops who were i n theory, 

at any rate, supposed to help him preserve peace, from unlawfully 

attacking and robbing provincials; an example i s the village of Aragua 

on an Imperial estate in Phrygia, where the tenant farmers were beaten 

and robbed of their plough oxen by soldiers and o f f i c i a l s of the 
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proourator at sometime between the years A.D. 244-247* Such soldiers 

also seem i l l e g a l l y to have arrested tenants on an Imperial estate at 

Aga Bey to send them to the procurator at sometime in the f i r s t half of 

the third century* There i s no evidence that soldiers under the 

mimsterium of Seoianus Catus, procurator provinoiae Britanniae, were 

involved i n the scandalous behaviour m talcing over the property of 

Prasutagus i n A.D. 60. However, procurators did at times use soldiers 

i n an unlawful way: at some time between A.D. 180 and 183 the tenants 

of the saltus Burunitanus complained of a procurator1 

"He sent soldiers into the aforementioned Burunitan Estate 
and gave orders that some of us be arrested and assaulted, 
others be- put i n ohams, some - including men who were 
actually Roman citizens - to be beaten with rods and 
cudgels. n 

On the pretext of examining accounts i n clj> B.C. Apollos i l l e g a l l y used 

a soldier as a b a i l i f f to take two new garments from the village of 

Comas.^ 

A governor might well on occasion assign soldiers to escort 

various c i v i l i a n s . A doouinent of the f i r s t half of the second century 

shows that the soldier Antonius was with the epistrategus Vmdex. A 

military document of A.D. 143 with the name, date of enlistment, and 

duty of soldiers, reveals that C. Julius Front[o (?) was cum 

epistrtatego. Luoian would have oome i n for even worse treatment from 
> 16 

the f a l s e philosopher Alexander had i t not been for his escort t 

" I brought with me two soldiers, one armed with a lance, 
the other with a spear, whom I had got from the governor of 
Cappadocia, a friend of mine, to escort me as far as the sea." 
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Soldiers were also assigned at times as a guard of honour to various 

high ranking dignitaries who were v i s i t i n g or passing through the provinoe. 

Thus the great roster of A.D. 219 from Dura shows that at least f i f t y - s i x 

soldiers were detached as a guard of honour to the Emperor Elagabalus on 

his journey from the East to Borne (ad dom(mum) n(ostrum)); whether or 

not they escorted him to Home or only as far as the borders of Syria i s 

not known. The one thing that did most to bring the rebellious troops of 

legio I and legio XX back to order in A.D. 14 was the thought of Agrippina 

and her young son travelling from their fortress at Cologne to the 

territory of the T r e v i r i without the standard guard of honour of centurions 

and soldiers (femmas i l l u s t r e a non oenturionem ad tutelam non mil item 

n i h i l imperatoriae uxoris aut comitatus s o l i t i ) . In A.D. 18 Rhescuporis, 

a king of Thrace, was sent to Borne to face a t r i a l ; he was provided with 

a large escort of soldiers, ostensibly as a guard of honour (specie honoris 
17 

valida manus). 

Most of the permanent forts and military structures were normally, 

provided that geological conditions were suitable, constructed of stone. 

Consequently soldiers were often detailed to the quarries to hew the stones 

that would be used to construct the various buildings. The pridianum of 

cohors I Hispanorum records that some of i t s men were [ i n ] Dardania ad 

mete11a [ s i c ] ; thus even i n the middle of a war soldiers were well to the 

rear mining or quarrying. Whenever there was a large scale building 

programme i n a province, soldiers would be sent to the quarries to cut 

stones; thus more than a dozen quarries along the line of Hadrian's Wall 
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were used to build the Wall and i t s structures. In a legionary 

fortress the total length of the walls of the barracks was eight miles, 

the perimeter of the fo r t i f i c a t i o n s one and a quarter miles. Epigraphy 

and archaeology reveal the vast quantity of buildings inside the oampt 

headquarters, barracks, granaries, hospital, vetermarium, o f f i c e r s ' 

houses, workshops, stores, stables, exercise-halls, prison, sheds for 

the guns, and at times baths, as well as ramparts, gates, and turrets. 

I t i s estimated that 30,000 feet of stone was used for the fortress walls 

of Inchtuthil, 3,000 cubic yards for three granaries at Chester. I t i s 

therefore not unreasonable to suppose that a few soldiers at least were 

continually employed in hewing and trimming stones to stockpile a ready 

supply of suitable material for the new buildings and conversions to 

stone that regularly took place i n peace-time and also for the running 
18 

repairs that would b&, neoessary to the camp. 

There i s also further evidence to support this theory. I t i s quite 

clear from inscriptions found there that some milittary forces were 

continually employed i n the quarries i n Germany to stockpile supplies of 

stone. The hard work would be done by munificos under the s k i l l e d 

instruction of l a p i d a r i i . That this work was not pleasant can be seen 

from the undisguised delight of Apollinarius, when he was appointed 

l i b r a r i u s legionis and thus became an immunia and was exempt from work in 

the quarries to provide the stones for the new road systems) in a l e t t e r 

to his father Sabinus dated to 27th March, A.D. 107, he sayss 
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"Things are going well for me here* Thanks to Sarapis I 
got here quite safely and while the others [ ] the whole 
day long are cutting stones and are engaged on other tasks, 
I so far have suffered none of this*'* 

In a l e t t e r to his mother Tasouoharion dated to 19th February, A.B. 108, 

he writes2 

" I give thanks to Sarapis and good Fortune that while 
everyone i s t o i l i n g away the whole day through cutting 
stones, I as a principalis walk around doing nothing* n 

Clearly the reason why most of the legion was engaged i n quarrying stones 

was that the province had been formed only a year or two e a r l i e r and the 

legion had not had time to stockpile supplies of building stones; thus 

milestones reveal that the same troops were s t i l l building roads several 

years l a t e r . Similarly, while a vexillation of legio X I I I Qemina was 

t o l l i n g under Caraoalla i n a quarry at Mioia i n Dacia, Aurelius Arimus 

set up an a l t a r on which he proudly showed that he did not have to take-

part i n the work because he was immuniCs]. Even so, other soldiers 

working in quarries found time to make oomments and draw doodles of 

their centurion or optio. In o.A.D. 90 the Prefeot of Egypt gave 

instructions for a geological survey *0 be carried out to find a suitable 

quarry for building stone for a new quarry that a working party of 

soldiers ((K)«*(S)Tp^f 101 ) fcase going to exploit. The soldier who 
19 

actually discovered the quarries set up a dedication i n verses 
"Fan and the nymphs granted Isidorus to find these quarries 
i n the land of Menlppoeus, when a working party of soldiers 
was 3 cutting stones for a quay for our land on the orders of 
Hettius Rufus. n 

The l i f e of a timber building was only about twenty-five years and 

the timbers would then have to be replaced because they were rotting. 
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I t was for this reason that the earth walls and wooden towers of the 
fort at Phasis were rebuilt i n brick. This i s well i l l u s t r a t e d by an 
Inscription from the fort of Bumbesti dated to A.D. 201, which records 
that the garrison had to replace their turf walls with-ones buil t of 
stone (muros cespCit(ioos)] castro[ru]m coh(ortis) I A[u]reliae Brittonum 
(o Antomniana(e) vetust(ate) dilafpsos] lapide eos restituerunt). The 
papyri show that day to day tasks such as cleaning out the ditohes were 
done, while archaeology has revealed that the ditch of the Vallum was 
cleaned out in places several times m the second oentury. This, plus 
the very size and extent of the forts, makes i t clear that-a certain 
amount of maintenanoe to buildings and structures would have to be carried 
out. Several inscriptions mention that buildings had collapsed through 
old ages at Leiden an armamentarium, for example, at Lancaster a balineum 
and b a s i l i c a , at Risingham a gate and walls, at Walldurn a balineura. 
At Birdoswaldi 

"The cohort restored the commanding officer's house, which 
had been covered with earth and had collapsed i n rums, and 
also the headquarters.and bath house." 

Clearly some commanding officers had not ensured that regular inspection 
20 

of the structures and the necessary repairs had been carried out. 

Reference has already been made to the fact that epigraphy and 

archaeology show that the units of the Roman army built their own forts 

and the many different types of building inside them. They also bu i l t 

other works which had a military purpose but which would soon-be of 

considerable use and benefit to c i v i l i a n s i n the province. ' A good 
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example of this i s roads, which were mostly l a i d out and constructed by 

soldiers i n the military advance, hut which c i v i l i a n s later freely used 
i 

i 

and maintained. Thus a milestone fifty-four miles from Petra records 

of Trajans J 

"When Arabia had been reduced to the status of a province, 
he opened up and paved a new road from the boundary of Syria 
as far as the Red Sea through the agency of C. Claudius 
Severus, governor. n ' 

Similarly, men from the legions of Fannonia had been sent to Nauportus 
t 

an A.D. 14 to build roads, bridges, and other projects (ob i t i n e r a et 

pontes et ali o s usus) to consolidate the lines of communication that an 

army made when advancing into enemy territory (penetrat mterius aperit 

l i m i t e s ) . A few years e a r l i e r the troops m Germany had been building 

towns for the native communities, as well as olearing forests, building 

roads, constructing bridges, and other similar tasks. The water stops 

and camps built by the army of Egypt under Augustus or Tiberius would be 

of considerable use to c i v i l i a n s and traders. One of the peace terms 

between Decebalus and Domitian i n A.D. 89 was that the Roman army were 

to loan the Dacians military craftsmen for aid i n constructing many 

projeots (S»i|M0V^y»vs <T«VT6icij T f ^ v ^ j K«l f t p j V t K ^ K * l 

rro\£piK«)^ they included-many s p e c i a l i s t s to make and maintain the 

heavy siege equipment and a r t i l l e r y . In the same way, although the 

soldiers constructed frontier works whioh were principally a means for 

military defence and a springboard for counter-attack, they were also 
21 

designed to promote economic develppment i n the frontier zone. 

The garrisons i n each province could supply a large number of 
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highly-tramed building craftsmen and technicians of every type and the 

munifioes as an unlimited labour force* I t was therefore only to be 

expected that the Emperor should decide that i t was suitable - and 

moidentally extremely inexpensive for the Imperial fisous - to make use 

of the army on c i v i l i a n building projects* Accordingly* Ulpian in the 

Digest states that part of a governor's duties was to ̂ .end ministeria 

quoque m i l i t a r i a i n connection with the repair or construction of publio 

buildings* Reference has already been made to the faot that Domitius 

Corbulo, Pompeius Paulinus, and L. Vetus had employed the armies of the 

Germames i n digging canals as much to keep the troops oooupied as TO 

develop the province. The best descriptions of soldiers being employed 

to develop c i v i l i a n projects are those i n connection with Frobus} he 

i s said to have used them to increase the supply of corn i n Egypt by 

building bridges* temples, porticoes* b a s i l i c a s , dredging river-mouths, 

draining marshes and turning them into good agricultural land. Similarly, 

he had used his troops to plant vines throughout Gaul, Hoesia, and 

Pannoma and on drainage schemes i n the l a s t place also. For this 

reclamation polioy there was a precedents Augustus had used the army of 

Egypt to clear out some canals and to dig new ones} his purpose i n 

using m l l l t a r i opere to clean out the canals, which had been s i l t e d up 

through lack of attention, was to increase the supply of grain for Rome. 

Aristides describes the many engineering feats that the Roman army 

accomplished for the development of the provincest 

"'Earth oommon to a l l , ' said Homer, and by your works you 
have made i t so; you have measured the whole of the world, 
you have spanned rivers with every kind of bridge, you have 
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hewn a way through mountains and made i t f i t to carry t r a f f i c , 
you have f i l l e d the desolate areas with posting stations, 
you have pacified everywhere into accepting a settled and 
orderly way of l i f e . " 

In A.D. 112 Trajan had a completely new bridge b u i l t opera militua 

suorum for the export of marble from Hippo Regius. Vespasian used men 

ofl legio IV Soythioa and legio X Fretensis as well as s a i l o r s of the 

olassis Syriaoa to construct a tunnel to divert a mountain stream that 

was threatening to oause the harbour of Seleuceia to s i l t up. In 

March, A.D. 73» two legions constructed a type of Archimedes screw for 
22 

raising water from the Euphrates i n Commagene (opus coohliCdis)• 

I t appears to have been government policy to use the troops to 

make poor land into good agricultural land. The efforts of Augustus 

in Egypt, and Frobus i n many parts of the Empire, have already been 

mentioned, where they used soldiers serving i n the army to improve the 

f e r t i l i t y of the s o i l by draining marshy land and cleaning out canals. 

In B r i t a i n , probably during the reign of Hadrian, the soldiers were used 

to drain the Fens to turn marshes into land suitable 1...:. for growing 

com on a large scale, doubtless for the military North. The evidence 

also strongly suggests that when a soldier was discharged and given 

land (missio agrana), t h i s would often require not a l i t t l e work on 

his part before i t became suitable for farming. The legionaries of 

Pannonia complained b i t t e r l y i n A.D. 14 that on discharge they would, 

like others, receive not good quality arable or pasture land, but that 

whioh was undrained or rugged (per nomen agrorum uligines paludum vel 

inoulta montium accipiant). The land around the veteran colony at 
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Linooln founded i n A.D. 90*96 was marshy. In cA.D. 200 Julius Valerius, 
a veteran i n Egypt, stated that he had received land from the Emperors 
on which he had spent muoh time and money on irr i g a t i o n ditches, sluices 
e t c On 26th Hay, A.D. 227, Juliu s Demetrius, a veteran of oohors I I I 
Augusta Thracum,vsigned a deed of sale. As a result of a missio 
agraria he already owned land i n Rhakoukaitha or Raquqeta, which means 
•The Marshy*. He decided to purchase further land i n the te r r i t o r y of 
the v i l l a g e of Saohare-da-hawarae, which means 'The White Barrage', at 
Karkaphtha or Qarqapta, which me,ans 'A H i l l 1 , especially one r i s i n g up 
from an a l l u v i a l plain. The land he wished to buy was bordered by 
the River Chabur and *a canal of water' and vineyards that he already 
possessed. The new property contained s i x hundred vines, fruit-bearing 
and other trees. The meaning of the place names shows that Demetrius 

i 

must have spent considerable time and effort i n converting the marshy 

land into good farming land. As his former unit was stationed at 

Sachare, whiph means 'Barrage', there oan be l i t t l e doubt that many 

veterans of cohere I I I Thraoum here received marshy land between the 

Chabur and Euphrates, which they would have to drain themselves. 

Similarly, both serving soldiers and veterans were used to construct the 

cisterns, water-channels, and other means of irr i g a t i o n to turn the 

barren s o i l of North Africa and Syria into good agricultural land and -

similar reclamation work was oarried out elsewhere. Clearly members of 
23 

the Roman army when serving or discharged played a major role i n t h i s . 

I t wae only to be expected that before long the troops would be used 



to repair old or ruined buildings or to construct new ones i n towns ; 

sometimes the Imperial fisous paid the ooBt, sometimes the local 

authority. Thus i n Ootober of A.D. 144 the town council of Sala in 

Mauretania Tingitana thanked M. Sulpioius F e l i x for having used the menj 

of- ala I I Syrorum on the mammoth task of strengthening the town defences 

but keeping the cost as low as possible (municipium infestioribus loois 

maximo murorum opere mmimo sumtu [ s i c ] ambiendo). A oentury l a t e r the 

two Philips used soldiers to build a military wall to defend Romula. 

This led to 1ihe army being used to build whole towns t two inscriptions 

state that 1 leglo I I I Augusta buil t the colony at Timgad in-A.D. 100 and 

ae r i a l photographs of the oolonia reveal the military planning quite 

c l e a r l y ; another town probably constructed by the soldiers at the same 

time was Thevests, while the plans of the ooloniae i n Britain at 

Colchester, Gloucester, and Lincoln are so similar that the suggestion 

has been made that they were the disused s i t e s of the fortresses and 

the installations for the towns were i n fact military originally. The 

troops who encouraged the veteran s e t t l e r s at Colchester i n A.D. 60 

were probably there to build the temple, senate house, theatre, and 

other amenities^ Soldiers were also used to build roads and repair 

them for c i v i l i a n and not for military use. In A.D* 123 legio .<II1 

Augusta built a road from Carthage to Theveste; i n A.D. 137 the army 

of Egypt constructed the road from Berenice to Antinoopolis with an 

abundant supply of water-stops, caravanserais, and protective garrisons, 

the purpose of which was to divert t r a f f i o from the Coptos-Berenioe 

route to the new colony. In Syria i n A.D. I63-I65 H. Volusius Maximus, 
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a centurion of legio XVI Fl a v i a . supervised the repair of a road; the 
cost was paid by the citizens of Abila out the troops *repaired the road 
which had been washed away by a flood, by tunnelling through a mountain'• 
Perhaps a not dissimilar picture i s revealed under Caraoalla, when legio-
I I I G allica at Berytus widened the rdad by removing part of the mountain 

„ overhanging the r i v e r * I t seems highly probable that ala I I Asturum 
constructed the drains for the vious at Cheaters and connected them up 
to the main drain of the fort* According to the records of a legion 
m Egypti in the l a s t quarter of the f i r s t century A.D. T. Flavius 
Satuminus had l e f t for harbour-dredging on 15th January (Exit ad 
hormos confodiendoCs)• M* Marcius Clemens may have been employed on 
a similar task i n October of A.D. 87. Another legionary, T. Flavius 
Valens, may well have been used to provide c i v i l i a n s with technioal aid) 
on 15th January he was assigned to the manufacturing of paper. 2^ 

At times technioal s p e c i a l i s t s were detached from the army to 

provide expert assistance for c i v i l i a n projects i n their own and other 

provinces. This i s well i l l u s t r a t e d i n two separate instances with the 

librator« who was a hydraulic-engineer. When Pliny was governor of 

Bithynia i n the early second century, he devised a scheme to link Lake 

Sophon with the sea and thus f a c i l i t a t e the transporting of exports} 

the province could supply the labour force required but an expert was 

needed to see i f the lake was above sea-level, and i f so, by how much. 

Pliny therefore requested Trajan to send him an arohiteotus or a librator 

to make an accurate survey. Trajan gave cautious approval to the 

scheme and told Pliny to submit a request for a librator to Calpurnius 
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Macer, the governor of Lower Moesia. Pliny made a further inspection 
of the s i t e and came to the conclusion that the best scheme would involve 
canals, dykes, dams, and sluices* He had written to Maoer requesting 
a l i b r a t o r to make a detailed survey* Trajan replied that there was no 
reason why Calpurnius Ilacer should not send him a suitably qualified 
l i b r a t o r . Unfortunately, there i s no further reoord i n the correspondence 

25 
of the survey made by the hydraulic-engineer. 

The second example oonoerns the construction of an aqueduct at Bougie 
i n Mauretania Caesariensis i n the mid-second century. The aqueduct was 
for the oivitas of Saldae and was designed by Homus Datus, a l i b r a t o r of 
leglo I I I Augusta. The inscription is* incomplete, but i t i s clear that 
Datus, made at least three separate v i s i t s over a period of about 
f i f t e e n years to make surveys, draw up plans, and supervise the project. 
This consisted of an aqueduct on arches i n the open running from the 
source at Toudja for thirteen miles to Bougie and a tunnel 527 yards long 

i 

through the mountain near El Abel joining Wadi S*rir and Wadi Rhir) i t 
was t h i s l a t t e r part that caused the d i f f i c u l t i e s . Datus had or i g i n a l l y 
drawn up a detailed plan for the aqueduct for Petronius Celer, who i s 
known to have been procurator i n A.D. 137) he had not, however, stayed 
to supervise the work to the end and d i f f i c u l t i e s had arisen which 
delayed construction* The next stage, so far as can be seen, was that 
Poroius Vetustinus, who i s known to have been procurator m A.D. 150, 
requested Crispinus, the legate of Numidia, to send flatus, who was now 
a veteran, to supervise the work and to stay f o r several months to deal 
with any d i f f i c u l t i e s that might ooour. Datus stayed, but not f o r long 
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enough; afterwards the two parties engaged on the construction of the 
tunnel working from opposite ends wandered o f f course and would thus 
not meet i n the middle. The result was that the next procurator, 
Varius Clemens, had to request the legate Etrusous i n A.D. 151 or 152 
to send Datus again* This time the l i b r a t o r was permitted to stay 
u n t i l the exoavation was completed (he used m i l i t a r y labour for t h i s ) 
and the water was flowing at the correct rate. The inscription, 
appropriately headed Patlentia. Virtus, and Spes, i s given as figure 

a . 2 6 

Clearly there must have been many oases where a m i l i t a r y specialist 
was sent to make the neoessary plans and perhaps supervise^ the execution 
of a c i v i l i a n project. Unfortunately, only a few are attested i n 
literatures Caligula sent a pri m i p i l a r i s to make the neoessary survey 
for the canal he planned to construct at the Corinthian Isthmus. So 
accurate was t h i s survey that when the canal was actually dug i n A.D. 
1881 i t followed the l i n e of the planned Roman one v Nero had planned 
to use the Praetorians to dig the oanal, but apparently only at the 
ceremony of cutting the f i r s t sod. However, other mstanoee can be 
deducedt the forum i n many provinoial towns, especially i n B r i t a i n , i s 
so similar i n plan to the headquarters building of a f o r t that i t seems 
very probable that m i l i t a r y arohiteoti were employed to design and 
supervise the construction of the most important c i v i c building. 
M i l i t a r y surveyors (mensores) must often have been employed to lay out 
whole towns. There i s also a strong suggestion that at Verulamium the 



Figure 11 

•••oto Etrusoust "Sir. the oivitas of Saldae and I with the 
citizens of Saldae ask you to urge Nonius Datus, veteran of legio 
I I I Augusta. "hydraulic-engineer, to come to Saldae to f i n i s h 
what remains of his work." I set o f f . but on the way f e l l i n 
with brigands; although I was stripped and wounded, I managed 
to get away with my equipment* I arrived at Saldae'and met the 
governor Clemens, who took me to the mountain where they were 
without any confidence i n the work and bewailing the tunnel, 
because i t appeared that i t would have to be abandoned, as the 
tunneling of the passage was longer than the distance through 
the mduntain. I t appeared that the excavations had wandered 
of f line' ifco suoh an extent that the upper one turned to the 
r i g h t and to the south, the lower one similarly to the l e f t 
and the north5 consequently both passages were wandering o f f 
l i n e . The l i n e had been darked o f f over the mountain from 
east to west. To prevent the reader from f a l l i n g into any 
error about the excavation, the meaning of the. words 'upper' 
and lower* in^fctfls instance,is that the •upper' i s where the 
tunnel receives the water, the 'lower' where i t emits i t . 
Although I marked out the work for them to see who was having 
what part of the tunneling, I assigned the work to the 
r i v a l r y of soldiers of the f l e e t and' pikemen and thus they 
joined to pierce the mountain. I f i r s t made my survey and 
then marked out the course. I decided i t should be 
constructed according to the plan which I had given the 
governor Petronius Celer. The work was finished, the water 
flowed along, and the governor Varius Clemens made the 
dedication. Five modn. 

To make my work on this appear more clearly, I attaoh 
several l e t t e r s . 1 

Poroius Vetustinus to Crispinusi "Sir, you have been 
very well disposed to me and part i c u l a r l y generous and kind 
i n sending me the veteran Nonius Datus, so that I can deal 
with him about the work, the supervision of which he has 
undertaken. For this reason, although I was pressed for time 
and hurrying to Caesarea, nevertheless I made the journey to 
Saldae and saw that the aqueduct was well begun but was a 
large project and could not be completed without the supervision 
of Nonius Datus, who was dealing with i t energetically and 
conscientiously. I therefore request you to grant us 
permission f o r him to stay i n charge of the work for several 
months i n case...." 

.548-
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defensive ditch constructed after the destruction oaused during the 
rebellion of Boudioca was designed and l a i d out by a m i l i t a r y surveyor 

27 
but dug by c i v i l i a n s . 

M i l i t a r y experts and especially surveyors, as well as being used at 
times to lay out structures i n the towns, were also occasionally employed 
to assist the c i v i l i a n s i n the countryside. Two inscriptions from 
Dalmatia show that a legionary centurion had determined the boundaries 
between the Nedites and Corinienses and that later another two centurions 
confirmed them* In the closing years of the second century agri et 
pasoua et fontes were assigned under the supervision of a oornloularius 
praefeoti called Mamlius Caeoilianus. However, i t must be added that 
the m i l i t a r y authorities may have had an u l t e r i o r motives Vegetius 
stresses that i t was necessary f o r a GOC to have highly detailed maps; 
thus the mil i t a r y surveyors must have been employed quite frequently in 1 

drawing maps of t h e i r own provinoe and also a large extent of the 
28 

t e r r i t o r y beyond the f r o n t i e r . 

Another way i n which personnel from the army were used to assist 
c i t i e s was by providing building materials. This i s well i l l u s t r a t e d 
by two inscriptions t i n A.P. 83 at Aeons T. fignatius Tiberianus, a 
centurion of legio I I I Cyrenaioa. was ' i n oharge of the quarries that 
produce the paving-stones f o r the c i t y of Alexandria'. In A.B. 160 a 
detachment of the olassis Germanioa was 'quarrying stones for the forum 
of Colonia Olpia Traiana'j i t was engaged i n obtaining trachyte from 
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Drachenfels m the Siebengebirge for the colony at Xanten. During the 
years A.D. 101-103 vexillations from a l l the forces of Lower Germany were 
engaged i n quarrying l i g h t tufa for the oolonia. Geological examination 
of buildings i n c i v i l i a n areas has shown that the building materials came 
from areas that were under m i l i t a r y supervision and thus obtained by the 
soldiers; trachyte from Berkum was used i n the baths at Colonia Ulpia 
Traiana and the mortar used i n the amphitheatre there and i n the aqueduct 
from the E i f e l came from lime quarried either i n Paffrath or i n the E i f e l . 
Almost certainly the other building materials quarried by the m i l i t a r y 

29 
i n Germany were used on occasions for c i v i l i a n projects. 

In addition to being stationed to guard oonviots at mines soldiers 
often supervised the work of other people there. At Philae i n A.D. 203 
a dedication was set up by the o f f i c i a l supervising the work at the quarry 
there (ouram agente op(eris) dominic(i) aeo(urione) al(ae) Maurorum)t 

"New quarries were discovered at Philae and many massive la"1 

pilasters and columns were extracted under Subatianus Aquila, 
Prefect of Egypt, and Aurelius Heraclides, decurion of the 
ala Maurorum, who supervised the work of Imperial property." 

Trajan appointed Annius Hufus, a centurion of legio XV Apollinaris, to be 
i n charge of the marble quarry at Mons Claudianus (praeposituB operi 
marmorum mqnti Claudiano). By the time of Hadrian the quarry here, which 
produoed a grey granite, was under an Imperial procurator, who sublet i t 
to a contractor} even so, an o f f i c e r of the Roman army, a centurion of 
oohors I Flavia pilicum called Avitus, was stationed there to supervise. 
Two tribunes, Priscus and Optatus, with an arch^tectus, were supervising 
at Mons Claudianus at some time i n the second century} i n A.D. 137 another 
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tribune Severus was i n a similar position at Mons Forphyrites. Under 
Augustus P. Juventius Eufus, a tribune of legio I I I Cyrenaioa was 
associated with other superintendents of quarries at Uadi Semna. I n the 
lat e r second century or a l i t t l e l ater a group of people going to work 
probably as a l i t u r g y i n the alabaster quarries and salt-works were 
accompanied by Zctpo.ru wv |3fV6^tKlaptop). A decurion supervised 
work at the quarries at Antinoe at an unknown date (npo6TetT«\£ Ipywv) 
while a legionary recorded that he had been 61i T«Â  € f Y V 
at fcfadi Hammamat i n A.D. 18. Centurions were at times detached from 
th e i r own units to supervise work i n quarries i n other provinces; two 
blocks of marble found i n Rome but coming from the new quarries i n 
Carystos record that Sergius Longus, a centurion of legio XXII Primigenia 
was supervising the work; thus i n the l a t t e r part of the reign of 
Hadrian the centurion was detaohed from his unit i n Upper Germany and 
sent to Greece. Longus appears to have been an expert, because 
inscriptions actually found: i n the quarries at Carystos show that he was 
s t i l l s supeiTKiaiQgjealtboughrhis unitnwast now legio XV Apollinaris, which 
was then stationed i n either Upper Pannonia or Cappadocia. Legio XXII 
Primigenia seems to have had a supply of such experts who were sent to 
other provinces} two columns of stone from Phrygia found at Rome have 
inscriptions which state that they came from the caesura T u l l i Saturnini, 
a centurion of that l e g i o n . ^ 

As the Roman army had no equivalent of radio, telephone, or 
teleprinter, a l l communications i n peace-time had to be made by l e t t e r s . 

http://Zctpo.ru
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Philo notes that there was always a frequent exchange of l e t t e r s between 
the Prefect of Egypt and Rome and the correspondence of Pliny with Trajan 
and that of other l e g a t i oonfirms that governors would be i n almost 
constant touch with the Capital. There must also have been a steady 
stream of l e t t e r s between the governor and the commanders of a l l the 
units i n his province, and soldiers were used to carry them. The volume 
of th i s exchange of l e t t e r s oan be seen from the fao$ that Aurelius 
Postumianus sent or reoeived at least fifty-seven l e t t e r s i n the last six 
months of A.D. 216 on the subject of personnel who were away from Dura. 
Cavalrymen were stationed at intervals ( d i s p o s i t i ) throughout the province 
for dispatch-riding. However, i t i s clear that other soldiers were 
employed to carry l e t t e r s . A soldier being sent to another o f f i c i a l 
might well take with him the l e t t e r that concerned him. The morning 
report of cohors XX Palmyrenorum f o r 29th March, cA.D. 233, reports the 
return to Dura of several soldiers who had been dispatched with l e t t e r s 
to the governor at provincial headquarters i n Antioch (Reversi q(uondam) 
d(e)p(utati) ad praet(orium) praes(idis) cum e p i s t u l [ i ] s m C i l i t e s ) ) . A 
soldier of oohors I I Bquestris who had been on a similar mission, 
returned with them. Acoording to the great roster of A.D. 219 a 
dromedarius was engaged i n carrying l e t t e r s (cum e p l s [ t ] u l ( i s ) ) . A 
stator %as sent with a l e t t e r to two important o f f i c i a l s by Postumius 
Aurelianus on 3rd July, A.D. 216. On 24th February, A.D. 103 Prisous, 

r 

a singqlariB, delivered a l e t t e r from the Prefect of Egypt to Celsianus, 
the commander of oohors I I I Ituraeorum. Letters from soldiers found 
at Karanis show that i n the early second century a frumentarius was 
delivering l e t t e r s , as also apparently was a speculator, although these 
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of course were private and not o f f i c i a l l e t t e r s . Acrelief depicts a 
speculator t r a v e l l i n g i n a carriage drawn by three horses; he may well 
have carried the l e t t e r s when on such a tour. Clearly a large number 
of soldiers were continually engaged i n delivering l e t t e r s ; thus m the 

i 

m i l i t a r y legal works a soldier captured while delivering l e t t e r s 
(epistulam f e r t ) i s put i n a special category and pardoned.^ 

The commanding o f f i c e r of a unit was called upon to act as judge i n 
c i v i l i a n legal matters f o r the surrounding area. Although t h i s practioe 
reached i t s peak i n the Later Roman Empire, as the papers of Flavius 
Abinnaeus, f o r example, clearly demonstrate, i t goes back to the army of 
the Principate. Several examples are revealed from the records of 
Laronius Secundianus, tribunus cohortis XX Palmyrenorum at Dura. On 
20th A p r i l , A.D. 235 he issued judgement to the effect that Abedsalman 
was released from his obligations i n connection with the sale probably 
of a slave, although another c i v i l i a n seems not to have been released 
from but held to a debt. Laronius seems to have devoted that day to 
hearing legal cases brought by c i v i l i a n s ; another judgement he gave J 
on the same date was on a case involving a dispute between two parties 
who had an oral but not a written agreement about the division of a 
potter's shop; the tribune appears to have refused the eviction of one 
party. A t h i r d but highly fragmentary ftTTo^aftj signed by Laronius 

32 
of the same time may have involved papyrus. 

According to Tarruntenus Paternus one of the duties of a commanding 
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off i o e r was to l i s t e n to the complaints of the men m his unit (querellas 
commilitonum audire). That eaoh commander did t h i s , there can he l i t t l e 
doubt* However, there must have been occasions when the commander did 
not have the necessary authority to deal effectively with the oomplamt 
and he would then have to send the man to a higher o f f i c i a l , f o r example 
the governor, or to the person against whom the complaint waB made* 
The great roster of A.D. 222 records that three soldiers were away ad 
querend(um) and i t seems best to suppose that they had been sent to have 
a complaint solved* Certainly other o f f i c i a l s requested that men of the 
cohort be sent to answer complaints made against them.^ 

Officers might well at times also be called upon to assist i n 
j u d i c i a l matters* At some time i n the reign of Claudius, for example, 
the praefectus oastrorum i n Egypt appointed P. Matius, a centurion of 
legio I I I Cyrenaica. to act as mdex to conduct a hearing into the claims 
of three equites on the estate of a veteran trooper who had died 
intestate* Matius co-opted a deourio from three separate alae to act 
as assessors. 



CHAPTER Xt OTHER DUTIES 
BOTES 

J 

I t 
Julius Valens - CLA 7V.III.8; I cannot agree with Ilarichal's 
interpretation* 
Aemilius Valens - CLA 7V.II.2-5* 
Julius Valens - CLA 7V.III.4. 
Rufus - CLA 7V.IX.10. 
Secundus - CLA 7V.V.8-9. 
Longus - CLA 7V.XI.3-5* 
Vindonissa - mentioned i n C. Simonett, Ftthrer duroh das Vindonissa-
Museum i n Brugg. 
2t 
b a l l i o - CLA 7V.II.9;, I I I . 7 and 10; IV.6; VII.3; XIV.l; 
XVI.4 and 5; XX.4f5»6; XXI.1,4,5.,6,7,8; XXIV.65 
scoparius - CLA 7V.XXVII.1-2. 
ad ounio f - CLA 7V.III.3. 
stercus - CLA 7V.XIX, t h i s i s an obvious restoration I have made; 
XXXI.6. 
Chesters - AA4, VIII.219ff. 
Housesteads - RHh, 181. 
Waddon H i l l - Proceedings of Dorset Natural History and Archaeological 
Society, 86.142ff. For the method used at Inchtuthil cf.JRS, 
LVI.198. 
Newstead - Curie. Newstead, 283» pl.LXI. 
Dura - P.Dura lOl.xxxm.9. 
Hadrian"- V I I I 18042 Bb « ILS 2487. 
Inchtmthil - JRS, XLIII.IO5. 
3« 
Xenophon - R.E.,V.2. 
ala - Hyginus, M.C.,16. 
cohors - M.C..25-27* 
Maximus - P.Dura 101.xxxiii.9« 
Hargidunum""- JHS, XVI. 36. 
LonguB - PSI 729• 
cohors peditata and a legion - I collect the evidence i n an 
a r t i c l e i n Latomus. forthcoming. 

4. 
Pronto - ad Verum Imp.t2.1.19. 
Vegetius - 2,14. 
Xenophon - R.E.,V-VI. 
•Vopiscus' - SHA, Aurel.,7. 
I l k l e y - Proceedings of Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society, 
XII.37« 
watered - Dio, 72.10, for example. 
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5« 
i n 1 - CLA 7V.IJ.10i I I I . 9 ; IV.5 and 9; VI.3; X.lOj XIV.3 
and 5i XV.5,6, and 9i XXIV.8; XXV.5 and 6. 
Germanus - CLA 7V.VII.5-10. 
Valerius - CLA 7V.XIX. 5-8. 
P- - CLA 7V.VIII.5-10. 
Longus - OLA 7V.X.6-8. 
Felix - Q2A. 7V.XXIII.1-2. 
6t 
Vegetius - 2.$"] cf.2.7. 
epigraphy - Passerini, legio, 605 (22); 606 (32, 36, 39, 46). 
Crispus - CLA 7V.XIV.7-9. 
Aemilius - CLA 7V.XVIII.2. 
Felix - CLA 7V.XXXII. 1-5'. 
Valerius -CLA 7V.XIX.1. ' 

7» 
soldiers seconded- - Rangordnung, 29-371 Passerini, legio,603-605 
(1-20); A.H.M. Jones, Studies i n Ancient Government and Lav, 
161-162 - JRS, XXXIX.44., 7 
A.D. 105 — CLA 219.ii.34. 
8» 
neighbouring - Rangordnung, lo o . p i t , 
procurators - i b i d . 
Pliny - Bg«,10.21 and 22. 
slngulares - RBRA, 22. 

9» 
Nigellius - ILS 2373; of.Mitteilungen des deutsohen arohfiologischen 
I n s t i t u t a , 26.267ff. 
Severus - AE 1960 348; of.Revue des Etudes greoques, 72.214-215* 
101 
cA.D. 233 - P.Dura 82.ii.7» 
oohors I I Equestrls - P.Dura 82.ii.8. 
A.D. 219 - P.Dura lOO.xxi.8; xxxvi*7* 
A.D. 222 - P.Dura 1 0 1 . x x x i i i . i l ; xl.2. 
A.D. 250 - P.Dura 95.a.i.2,8. 
Apollinarius - P.Mioh. 466. 
l i t 
A.D. 219 - P.Dura 100$ DPP, 44 inootrectly stated that there were 
twenty-one. 
A.D. 222 - P.Dura 101. 
Apollinarius - P.Dura 100.xxi.4; 101.xvi.19l he had enlisted i n 
A.D. 203. 
A.D. 251-256 - P.Dura 105. 
A.D. 236 - P.Pura"Tlor.i.5.7. 
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11 (cont.)t 
A.D. 243-244 - P.Dura 81.6. This restoration i s not suggested 
i n the footnotes hut i s given i n the index. For the revised 
date and interpretation, of. *M. Aurelius Atho Marcellus', a 
paper of mine i n JRS, LVII, forthcoming. 
A.D. 105 - CLA 219.ii.25. 

12 s 
Pliny - Eg.,10.271 of.A.N. Shervin-nhite, The Letters of Pliny, 
597. 
Trajan - Ep.,10.28. 
Decianus - Tacitus, A.,14*32. This iB my own theory; I am 
grateful to ft. H.-G."~Pflaum f o r disoussion on the point. 
13: 
examples - M. H.-G. Pflaum kindly informs me that he intends to 
publish a detailed l i s t and discussion shortly. 
A.D. 250-251 - P.Dura 95.1a.ii.27. 
A.D. 250-356u> P.Dû a 105»h.ii.lls f.3. 
A.D. 105 -'CLA 2T9.11.26. 

u . 
" I have sent - P.Dura 66D| cf.ibid.,V.10 and BE, 45-55. 
next l e t t e r - PTlura 66E. 
Two - P.Dur» 66* fi and H. 

15i 
A.D. 237 - Herodian, 7.4.6. 
A.P. 51 ~ Josephus, B.J.,2.228i Ant..20.113. 
A.D. 23 - Tacitus, A.,4.15J of.Dio, 57»23j AE 1934 90. 
A.D. 36 - Josephus,"*Ant., 18.158. Cf.Pflaum, Cameres, 23-26 (9) 
and PIR2.H.103 f o r his post at the time. 
t h i r d century - JRS, XLVI*46-47I mentioned but no text quoted i n 
AE 1957 .167. 
A.D. 244-247 - IQfiR IV .598. 
t h i r d century - Denksohriften der Wiener Akademie, 57«37ff• 
A.D. 60 -.as has been, suggested by A.R.H. Jones, Studies i n Ancient 
Government and Law, 124* who appears to misunderstand a passage 
of Tacituss (A.,14.31) regnum per centuriones f domus per servos 
velut oapta vastarentur clearly shows that the governor's o f f i c i a l s 
supervised the incorporation of the new t e r r i t o r y into the province, 
while those of the procurator saw to the money and household 
effects. Agr.,15> whioh i s not quoted by Jones, statess 
legatus i n sangulnea, procurator i n bona saeviret . . . . alterius 
manus centuriones, alterius servos vim et contumelias misoere 
clearly does NOT refer to soldiers under the servioe of the 
procurator, but o l a r i f i e s the f i r s t passage. I have discussed 
t h i s point with M. H.-G. Pflaum who agrees with me. 
A.D. 180 - V I I I 10570? of.14464 » ILS 6870. 
ol5 B.C. - SOU 1188. 
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16 i 
Antoniue - P.Bibl.Un.Ciss•,III 20. 
Front[o(?) - Schrifttafeln 9. 
Lucian - Alex..55. 

17. 
A.]). 219 - P.Dura lOOj DPP, 41. 
A.D. 14 - Tacitus, A.,1.40-41. 
A.D. 18 - A.,2.67. ~ 
18, 
pridlanum - GLA 2l9.ii.22. 
Hadrian's Wall - HB, 33ff and passim; RIB 998-1016, 1946-1952, 
for example. 
fortress - oited by I.A. Richmond i n J.P.V.D. Balsdon, The Romans. 
145. 
Epigraphy and archaeology - for example, Petnkovits, rSmlsohe 
Rheinland, 42-47; Cagnat, 360-361; Passermi, legio, 6 l 8 f f ; 
ILS, passim; the Inch t u t h i l reports i n JRS. 
Inohtuthil - JRS, JELIII.I05. 
Chester - F.H. Thompson, Deva Roman Chester, 42. 
19« 
Germany - see Chapter VII1 Supplies, n.42. 
l a p i d a r i i - Dig.,50.6.7. 
Sabinus - P.Mich. 466. 
Tasouoharion - P.Mioh. 465. I cannot agree with the dating of 
the editors that 465' ie e a r l i e r than 466* The context of each 
l e t t e r makes better sense to my mind to suppose that 465 i s eleven 
months la t e r than 466, not, that 466 i s one month l a t e r than 465. 
I am grateful f or discussion of the point to Mr. G.R. Watson, who 
now agrees with my view. This makes the p o s s i b i l i t y that when 
Apollinarius talks of himself as a p r i n c i p a l i s , he may well by 
then have been appointed to such a rank. 
Arimus - I I I 12566. 
comments and draw doodles - RIB 998-IOI6, 1442. In RIB 1001 
I suggest that 'At the foot of the block the marks resembling 
the arable numerals 17 cannot now lie interpreted* be read as' 
(unus) (centurio), r e f e r r i n g to the figure immediately adjacent. 
The troops of legio I I Augusta thought themselves luoky, because 
although they had cut 1B4 stones from t h i s quarry, each of them 
s t i l l had only one centurion. In RIB 1008 the face surely 
belongs to the optio Agrioola i n charge of the v e x i l l a t i o n . 
In RIB 1008 and 1009 the troops mention the working-face ( o f f i c i n a ) 
as did those i n the quarry, f o r example, at Reinhardsmttnster 
(o f f i o i n a leg V I I I Aug ( X I I I 5989)). 
cA.D. 90 - IQRR I 1152; Archiv f u r Papyrusforschung, 9.5-10. 

http://2l9.ii.22


-559-

20: 
l i f e - information from Mr. J.P» Gillam. 
Phasis - Arrian, Peripl.,9. 
BumbeBti - I I I 14485a « ILS 9179. 
papyri - e.g. CLA 7V.III.3-
Vallum - HBj 31. 
Leiden - ILS 9178. 
Lancaster - RIB 605 - ILS 25̂ 48. 
Risingham - RIB 1234 - ILS 2618. 
tfalldurn - ILS 9184-
Birdosxiald - RIB 1912. In thi s instance, however, i t i s perhaps 
possible.that the damage was received i n the Plots * war but the 
Roman authorities oould not bring themselves to admit t h i s . 
21. 
Reference - see n.l8 above. 
roads - e.g. I l l 3?00 « ILS 2478; V I I I 10230 » ILS 2479* 
"When Arabia - I I I 14149 = ILS 5834. 
ob i t i n e r a - Taoitus, A.,1.20. 
penetrat - Velleius Paterculus, II.120.25 of.Tacitus, A.,1.56, 
61, 63$ Herodian, 3.14-5* ~~ 
Germany - Bio, 56.18-20. 
Egypt - I I I 6627 • 1LS 2483. 
A.D. 89 - Dio, 67.7s 68.2. 
fr o n t i e r works - Carnuntina, III.25-33. 
22: 
o i v i l i a n - of.Cagnat, 361-363; Daremberg and Saglio, sv manus 
m i l i t a r i B ; Harvard Studies i n Classical Philology, 64.218"; -
Lesquier, 237ff-
Ulpian - Dig.,1.16.7.1. 
canals - see Chapter I l l s Training and Exercises, n.33* 
Probus - see Chapter I l l s Training and Exercises, n«32. 
Augustus - Dio, 51*18} Suetonius, Ang.,18. 
Aristides - 101. 
A.D. 112 - V I I I 10117. 
Vespasian - RIW, 115} of.IORR I I I 1005. 
A.D. 73 - Bulletin de Correspondence Hellenique, 26.206-207} 
of.Strabo, 17*30; Vitruvius, 10.6. 

23« 
Augustus - see n.22. 
Probus - i b i d . 
Fens - f u l l ' report not yet published; f o r summary of.The Times of 
1.2.63. 
missio agraria - ffeue Beitrflge zur Gesohiohte der Alten Welts 
Band I I ROmisohes Reich (1965)9 147-162, especially 149-151-
A.D. 14 - Tacitus, A.,1.17-
A.D. 90-96 - Arch.J.,103-66. 
oA.D. 200 - WilokenT Chr.,461. 
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23 (oont.)t 
A.D. 227 - P.Dura 26j the notes give the geographical translations. 
Africa - J."~Barradez, Foasatmn Africae, paBBim; JRS, XLVII.173ff 
XLI I I . 6 5 f f j XXXIX.8lff5 XL.30ff. 
Syria - R. Mouterde and A. Poidebard, Le limes de Chalcis, passim; 
A. Poidebarde, I * trace de Rome, passim, 
major role - Carnantiaa, III.25-33-

24> 
Sala - AE 1931 38. 
Romula - I I I 3031. 
Timgad - V I I I 17842 and 17843? of. M. Grant, The Bi r t h of Western 
C i v i l i z a t i o n , 273» pl*15« 
Theveste - J.S. Reid, Municipalities of the Roman Empire, 279* 
B r i t a i n - the point was made to me by Dr. J.C. Mann. 
A.D. 60 - Tacitus, A.,14*31-324 i n 33 they are defined as modica 
militum inanus, but nowhere as a garrison. 
A.D. 123 - VITI 10114 = ILS 5835* 
A.D. 137 - IGRR I 1142* 
A.D. 163-165 - I I I 199-201 » ILS 5864-5864a. 
Berytus - I I I 206/7 » ILS 5865. 
Cheaters - FPRB, 166. 
Satuminus - CLA 7HI.B.3* 
Clemens - CLA 7V.XXII.1-3* 
Valens - CLA 7III.C.1. 
25» 
Pliny - fi£. ,10.41. 
Trajan - Ep.,10.42. 
Pliny - Eg.,10.61. 
Trajan -Eg.,10.62. 
26. 
Bougie - V I I I 2728 = ILS 5795* 
consisted - L. LeschiT"lftudeB d'epigraphie, d'arobeologie et 
d'histoire afrioaines, 267ffj T. Mommsen, Arohaologisohe Zeitung, 
28.5ff* 
Celer - Carrierss, 1097* 
Vetustmus - i b i d . 
Clemens - i b i d . 
27 « 
Caligula - Suetonius, Calig.,21. 
A.D. 1881 - L. Spague de Camp, The Ancient Kngineero, states t h i s . 
Hero - Suetonius, Her.,19* 
forum - riarvard Studies i n Classical Philology, 64.221-222, n.112. 
towns - i b i d . , n . l l l . 
Verulamium - A.L.F. Eivet, Town and Country i n Rocan B r i t a i n , 78. 
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281 
Dalmatia - I I I 9973 » ILS 5953! I I I 2883 = ILS 5953a. 
Caecilianua - AE 1946 38. 
Vegetius - 3*6. 
29» 
A.D. 83 - AE 1904 216; cf.IGRR I 1138. 
A.D. 160 - X I I I 8036 = ILS 2907 • addenda. 
A.D. 101-103 - SIN, 151. 
Ceologioal - Petrikovits, rflmiaohe Rheinland, 116. 
building materials - see Chapter VII« Supplies, n.42. 

30» 
convicts - see Chapter IX* Paramilitary Duties. 
A.D. 203 - I I I 75. 
Trajan - I I I 25 - ILS 2612. 
Hadrian - IGRR I 1255; of.1256. 
second century - CIG 4713d,e,b. 
A.P. 137 ~ of.Lesquier, 439ff» 
Augustus - AE 1910 207. 
late r second - P.Ryl. 92. 
unknown date - Archiv fttr Papyrusforsohung. II.564 (116). 
A.D. 18 - IGRR I 1236. 
Longus - ILS 8717. 
Longue [bisJ - I I I 12286 and notes. 
Saturnini - ILS 87l6a+b. 

31» 
Philo - i n Flac.,108. 
Pliny - Ep.,10.passim, 
other - cf.JRS, LVI.157-158. 
Postumianus - P.Dura 66. 
d l s p o s i t i - see Chapter IXs Paramilitary Duties, n.8. 
Antioch - P.Dura 82.ii.7. 
cohors I I Bquestns - P.Dura 82.ii.8. 
dromedanus - P. Pur a lOO.zliv.2. 
A.D. 216 - P.Dura 66A. 
A.D. 103 - CLA 215.26. 
frumentarius - P.Mich. 472. 
speculator - P.Mioh. 469; see notes. 
r e l i e f - Propylgen Weltgeschichte, Propylflen-Verlag. 11*447* 
cf. the fragmentaxy but similar r e l i e f desoribed i n Revues des etudes 
greoques, 72.214-215* 
legal - Big.,49.16.5.5. 
33i 
Abmnaeus - H.I. B e l l , V. Martin, E.G. Turner, and D. van Berohem, 
The Abinnaeus Archive t The Papers of a Roman Officer i n the Reign 
of Constantian I I . 
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32 (oont.)» 
Abedsalman— P. Dura 125* 
potter's shop""- P.Dura 1 2 6 . 
papyrus - P.Dura 12 7« 

3 3 » 
Paternua - Dig. ,49-16 .12 . 
A.D. 222 - P.Dura 1 0 1 . x i i . 2 8 } xxxv . 17} xli.17* I disagree with 
DPP, 42 that t h i s refers to auaero and not queror; P.Dura 94*6 ( 

may well he the former, although a soldier with a complaint about 
his pay may have been sent to the procurator to solve the problem, 
o f f i c i a l s - e.g. P.Dura 63A and Bj 55A and B, 6 2 , and 6 4 , which 
are clearly the result of complaints. 

3 4 « 
P.Mich. 159• 
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Tfeie chafter i s concerned with the individual duties, whioh f a l l 

into several categories. F i r s t , I shall deal with the responsibilities 
and duties of the o f f i c e r s , namely the commanding o f f i c e r , centurions, 
and decurions, and i n a legion the t n b u n i and praefeotus oastrorum; 
secondly, a short review of the work done by the specialists and 
craftsmen} t h i r d l y , a few examples of the detailed l i t e r a r y descriptions 
which reveal the wide range of duties a soldier might be engaged on i n 
time of peaoet l a s t l y , a detailed analysis of several papyri to reveal 
the many ways i n whioh the Roman army employed i t s personnel. This i s 
not intended as a ners repetition or a detailed resume' of the previous 
chapters} some of the material has been discussed before and this 
chapter i s concerned with the broad outlines and wide range of duties. 

The most important person i n any unit was the commanding o f f i c e r , 
whether he was the ^.egatua of a legion or praefeotus of an ala or 
tribunus of an auxiliary cohort. He was ultimately responsible f o r 
everything and everyone i n his un i t . The legal responsibility and duty 
of a commanding o f f i c e r are given by Maoer i n his book on m i l i t a r y laws 

"The duty of a general consisted not only i n laying down 
disciplinary rules but also m maintaining them. 

"Patefnus too wrote that the man who keeps i n mind that 
he iB i n command of an armed force must give leave very 
sparingly, not allow a horse that belongs to the army to be 
taken out of the province, and not to send a soldier on any 
private business, f i s h i n g , or hunting. The following 
warning i s given i n the Regulations on Discipline by Augustust 
*Although I know that there i s nothing strange i n soldiers 
being exercised i n specialist work, nevertheless I have a 
fear that i f I allow anything whioh may turn out to be of 
advantage to me or you, a l i m i t i n th i s matter suoh as I 
may f i n d tolerable, may not be kept.' 
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" I t i s the duty of tribunes or those who are i n command 

of armies, to keep the soldiers i n the camp, to bring them 
out for exercises, to keep the keys of the gates, from time 
to time to do the rounds of the guards, to be present at the 
menIs,of the soldiers, to test the quality of the food, to 
prevent the quartermasters from cheating, to punish offences 
within the l i m i t s of Their authority, to be present frequently 
at the headquarters, to hear the complaints of the soldiers, 
to inspect the sick." 

Any oommander employing his men on duties f o r private and not m i l i t a r y 
purposes would be i n trouble* Tiberius degraded a legatus legionis 

because he had sent some soldiers with a freedman on a private hunting t r i p ; 

the Elder Pliny, who probably witnessed suoh aots when he was a commander 
m Germany, records that the feathers of white geese i n Germany fetched a 
good price. 

"The price of t h e i r feathers i s f i v e denarii per pound* For 
thi s reason officers commanding auxiliary units are frequently 
charged with having Bent whole cohorts away from thei r guard 
posts to capture these fowls*" 

The commanding off i o e r had to be informed when his orders had been carried 

out, and Tacitus states that t h i s was standard m i l i t a r y practice (ut mos 
m i l i t i a e ) . 1 

Vegetius states that the legatus legionis was responsible both f o r 
the legionjunder his command and also for the various auxiliary units 
under his charge; he then describes the duties of the commanding o f f i c e r 
and stresses that these were the same i n peace-time and also i n war ( i n 
ordinatione paoie vel necessitate bellormn)t 

"The tribunes, the centurions, and the other soldiers carried 
out his orders* He gave the password f o r the guard and order 
fo r departure* I f a soldier committed any offence, i t was 
through the authority of the oommander of the legion that he 
was punished by the tribune. The arms of a l l the soldiers, 
as well as t h e i r horses, olothes, and food-supply, were under 
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his charge. I t was on his orders that s t r i c t discipline and 
the exercising of not only the infantry hut also the cavalry 
of the legion were daily maintained* He himself, as a j u B t , 
d i l i g e n t , and level-headed man, by continual work directed 
the legion entrusted to him to a l l zeal and e f f o r t , m the 
knowledge that the excellence of the men under him redounded 
to the credit of the commander.1* 

Tacitus gives many instances of l e g g t i i f l ^ o n l a carrying out certain of 
these duties or f a i l i n g to do so; among these can be cited the examples 
of Caetromus, Agrioola, and Coelius, while the remarks of Hadrian to 
the army of Nfimidia well re f l e o t that Catullmus had carried out his 
duties s a t i s f a c t o r i l y as also had the commanding officers of various 

2 / 
auxiliary units. 

The f i l e s of oohors XX Palmyrenorum at Sura, particularly the l e t t e r s 
to and from the tribune, i l l u s t r a t e very clearly how some of the duties 
of the tribunus were or were not carried out. Two l e t t e r s , probably 
dating to early i n the reign of Elagabalus, indicate that the commanding 
off i c e r was not carrying out his duties of milites i n castris oontinere i 
the f i r s t , from an important o f f i o i a l , notes that some l e t t e r s had 
aroused strong feelings; soldiers of the oohort had abandoned t h e i r 
camp and were wandering about Parapotamia; the l e t t e r concluded with a 
demand that the tribune immediately bring them back to the camp and take 
steps i n the future to maintain discipline (te sine mora oommilitLones 
i n castra] sua induoere et de oetero [ourare] ut ex disoiplina aga[nt]). 
The second l e t t e r i s perhaps a translation i n Greek of the f i r s t and 
notes that the soldiers are not completely obedient to t h e i r commander. 
The same tribunus or his predecessor had not been conscientious i n 
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frumentatlombuB oommilitonum interesae. frumentum pro "baret mensoram 
fraudem ooeroeret a l e t t e r from the governor dated to cA.D. 216 gave 
instructions about the prescribed procedures [frlumentationi coh(ortis) 
XX Palmyrenorum [Antonin]lanae o(ui) p(raees) observan i the l e t t e r seems 
to conclude with references to supplying, utensils, a measure of f i v e , 
corn, sickles, and sieves* Another duty was deliota secundum suae 
auotoritatis modum castigare\ two fragmentary l e t t e r s of A.I). 211 show 
that Agathonius was somehow concerned i n requests f o r the punishment of 
soldiers i n his cohort; one soldier i n the century of Seleucus was 
accused of a forced sale which perhaps involved a procurator, and Themarsas 
and Hiereus were accused of an unknown charge. Two l e t t e r s of A.D. 221 
show that the tribune was responsible f o r the supply of food and 
maintaining discipline* the procurator asked him to compel an Imperial 
freedman to provide barley for cavalrymen and muleteers at Appadana and 
also to compel a clerk to give satisfaction to another soldier.^ 

Other l e t t e r s reveal more aspeots of the many duties that a 
commanding o f f i c e r would be oonoerned with i n peace-time. Three l e t t e r s 
from a r o l l dated to A.D. 208 and another of A.D. 240-250 concern the 
procedures f o r the assignment of new horses to men i n the cohort. A 
f i l e of circular l e t t e r s of approximately A.D. 208 reveals what duties 
the tribunus cohortis XX Palmyrenorum and other auxiliary commanders and 
officers i n charge of legionary vexillations didt Gooes, an important 
Parthian dignitary, was t r a v e l l i n g through Syria on a v i s i t to Severus 
and the commanding officers were instructed to entertain him (secundum 
morem e i xenia e i offere [ s i c ] ) ; they were authorised to draw the 
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necessary funds from the treasuries of t h e i r unit and submit the accounts 
of the expenditure to the procurator who would refund the money. 
Another circular l e t t e r orders that pridiana and other documents should 
he submitted* Anoxher l e t t e r involved the procedure for paying the 
soldiers and perhaps specified what proportions of pay were to be given. 
There are also another seventeen l e t t e r s i n the f i l e s on Buoh or other 
duties, but unfortunately they are too fragmentary to be read with any 
certainty. 

The commanding o f f i c e r was s t i l l responsible f o r troops who had been 
sent out on various missions} consequently he would receive l e t t e r s from 
other o f f i c i a l s about them and would have to send some himself. The 
correspondence f i l e of Postumius Aurelianus f o r the last six months of 
A.D. 216 contained over f i f t y such l e t t e r s about members of his unit who 
were away on various tasks. He requested two important o f f i c e r s , 
probably of a legion, to return immediately personnel from oohors XX 
Palmyrenormn to Dura; a l e t t e r from the governor stated that he was 
returning twenty-eight men of the cohort from service with the procurator 
to t h e i r u n i t . Another four l e t t e r s mention men from Dura with the 
procurator, while another seven refer to soldiers given vto-various 
o f f i c i a l s , i n one instance as many as twenty men, and another may well be 
a l i s t of such men, while yet another may refer to personnel being 
detached with another uni t . A man requiring a horse had been sent to 
some o f f i o i a l s ; a l e t t e r mentioning the governor or procurator may perhaps 
refer to camels and a l i s t of men needing Jhem; some men were with herds. 
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Another l e t t e r mentions men involved i n the supply of frumentum. another 
apparently with penus and epulum. The remaining t h i r t y - s i x l e t t e r s on 
the r o l l are too fragmentary to say what the duties of the men involved 
were.'' 

In a legion there were also other senior offioers. The second-in-
command was the senatorial tribunus l a t i o l a v i u s . whose duties were 
presumably to assist the legatus i n every way and to learn the oastrorum 
rudimenta-i t h i s , so Tacitus says i n talking of his father-in-law. was 
the duty of a tribune who took his post seriouslyi 

"He got to know the province and to be known by the army; 
he learned from the experts and chose the best people as his 
modelsj he sought nothing f o r the sake of boasting, he 
refused nothing by reason of fear; he aoted with caution and 
alertness." 

Pliny too notes that servioe as tribunus latiolavius was undertaken so 
that a young man might become accustomed to command by obeying and learn 
how to lead by following others. Elsewhere he makes a similar point 
about the Emperor Trajan and his stipendia decern when m i l i t a r y tribune. 
Indeed, o i f the legate died, the tribunus latiolavius generally took 
over the command of the legion u n t i l the a r r i v a l of a replacement 

The f i v e t r i b u n i angustiolavii were mainly employed i n administrative 
duties; i t was these offioers of the legions of Germany who arranged 
the details of the discharge of the men who had served t h e i r time i n A.B. 
14 (missio per tnbunos); the same1 offioers reported on the a b i l i t y and 
record of each centurion, doubtless from the i r own experience with them 
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m running the legion. I t was from the tribunes that a general asked 
for reports on the oharacter of the soldierss 

"He then had the m i l i t a r y tribunes bring before him the men 
of a seditious nature. In the Eoman army the oharacter of 
eaoh individual soldier i s always entered i n the records." 

However, i t i s dear from many instanoes m Tacitus that they had powers 
of discipline and control over the troops. Piso removed severos tribunos 
and centurions from the legions of Syria i n A.D. 18 and the regular and 
orderly running of the legions soon disappeared. Through thei r 
administrative duties they got to know most of the men; thus they knew 
the names of those g u i l t y of misconduct and brought the commander reports 
on the morale of the other ranks. Isidore was probably thinking of 
them when he gave the definitions t r i b u n i vooati quod mil i t i b u s sive 
plebibus iura tribuunt. When Pliny asked Pompeius Falco to confer the 
post of tribunus angustiolavius on his friend Cornelius Mimoianus, he 

i 

stressed his qualifications for the post as reotissimus iudex fortissimus 
advocatus. which would be required for suoh an administrative post* 
In the army of the Republic suoh j u d i c i a l work waB one of the main duties 
of a tribune (forma tamen Romanorum oastrorum oonstabat una ea ape quod 
tribunos * . . . et iura reddere i n p r i n c i p l i s sinebant). Not a feu 
of these officers were so e f f i o i e n t at t h e i r administrative duties that 
they were appointed to hold a oensue. In Egypt they were regularly 
employed to conduct the examination of veterans (IfUKf'SiJ ) : i n A.D. 
103 Proclus, i n A.D. 140 -ionat-, i n A.D. 148 Magius Sabinus, i n A.D. 
166 I I * Julius Seneoion, i n A.D. 182 Cooceius Varus, f o r example. 
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The tnbunus semenstris probably was i n charge of the eqmtes 

legioms. Vegetius describes the duties of the t r i b u n i legionis t 

"Such was the attention given to exercising the troops that 
the t r i b u n i and praepositi not only ordered the men under 
th e i r command to be exercised daily i n their presence but 
were themselves so perfect i n the art of weapons that they 
set them an example* The attention and e f f o r t on the part 
of the tribune earn praise* when his soldiers' uniforms are 
clean, t h e i r arms bright and i n good order, and the men \ 
themselves well trained to exercise and discipline." 

Unless Vegetius has misunderstood his sources, t h i s description does not 
refer to the tribunes of a legion i n the Principate. I t would refer, 
however, to the t r i b u n i commanding auxiliary units and the duties of the 
tribunus l a t i o l a v i u s who was assisting the legatus i n his. Other examples 
of m i l i t a r y duties that the t r i b u n i legionis had are supervising the 

o 
column of march with the centurions, and acting as o f f i c e r of the watch. 

In a legion the praefeotus oastrorum was the o f f i c e r responsible for 
a l l the equipment i n the camp; his duties are given by Vegetiust 

"There was also an o f f i c e r called the praefectus oastrorumj 
he was Junior i n rank to the commanding o f f i c e r , but had a post 
of considerable importance. He was ooncerned with the s i t e 
of the oamp, the rampart, and the d i t c h , and the tents or 
barracks of the soldiers and a l l baggage were under his charge 
also* He was responsible for the care of the sick soldiers 
and the medical orderlies wfto looked after them, and the 
expenses involved. I t was also his duty to provide vehicles, 
pack-horses, and the metal tools such as saws and axes for 
cutting and f e l l i n g timber, spades f o r digging ditches, t u r f -
cutters for constructing ramparts, and others f o r the supply 
of water. He was also responsible f o r seeing that there 
was always an adequate supply of firewood, straw, as well as 
rams, onagers, b a l l i s t a s , and the other types of a r t i l l e r y . 
The man chosen for t h i s post was always one uho had had a long 
and successful career, so that he could correctly instruct 
others i n matters that he himself had done with d i s t i n c t i o n . " 



-572-

The longatn prTobatamque militiam that Vegetius stated was neoessary, i s 

confirmed by the career of Aufidienus, who had been dm mampulans dein 

oenturio mox c a s t r i s praefeotus and whose personal standards, whioh he 

set to the men also, were too high i n A.D. 14* The post of praefeotus 

oastrorum was generally held immediately after that of primus pilus in 

the case of a man who was leaving the army, or while he held the grade 

of primus pilus bis 4>n the case of a man who was going on to higher posts} 
9 

in either instance the average man would be about sixty. 

Several passages m Tacitus i l l u s t r a t e the r o l l that the praefooxus 

oastrorum played in the construction of military installations* In eA.D. 

51 a praefeotus castrorum. eight centurions, and some legionaries were 

k i l l e d while building forts in S i l u r i a n t e r r i t o r y . In A.D. 70 the 

Batavian rebels k i l l e d the praefeotus oastrorum, five centurions, and 

some men of legio X Gemina who were engaged in f e l l i n g timber. 

Aufidienus and a party of legionaries had been engaged in building roads, 

bridges, and other installations i n A.D. 14* In A.P. 80 T. Suediue 

Clemens, the praefectus oastrorum of the camp of the two legions in 

Hicopolis m Egypt, sent a legionary to the public granary at Heapolis 

presumably in connection with supplies for the soldiers. However, as 

the organisation of the army developed, the praefeotus delegated the 

supervision of vanouB of his duties to other people, although probably 

he s t i l l retained overall responsibility. Tarruntenus Paternus mentions 

the optio fabrioae and the optio valetudinarn. and Inscriptions confirm 

the existence of these two o f f i c i a l s , who presumably took over the 
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imiaediate responsibilities for the supply, paperwork, and expenses of 
the day to day running of the workshop and hospital. 1** 

Another indication of the various duties That men would be engaged 
on at any given time can be seen i n the l i s t s of specialists i n the Roman 
army. The l i s t of craftsmen given by Vegetius i s quoted elsewhere, 
although they were probably not, as he says, a l l under the praefectus 
fabrum. A more detailed l i s t s t i l l i s given by Tarruntenus Paternus i n 
his f i r s t book on m i l i t a r y matters quoted i n the Digest; these are the 
men quibusdao aliquant vaoationem munerum graviorum oondicio t n b u i t . 
They are surveyors, the optio i n charge of the hospital, medical orderlies, 
dressers, craftsmen, ditch-diggers, f a r r i e r s , master-builder, p i l o t s , 
shipwrights, ballista-makers, glaziers, smiths, arrow-makers, copper-smiths 
makers of mechanisms of a r t i l l e r y , wagon-makers, shinglers, sword-cutlers, 
water-inspectors, makers of the tuba and the cprnu, bow-makers, plumbers, 
blacksmiths, masons, men trained to burn lime, chop wood, cut and burn 
charcoal, butohers, hunters, s a c r i f i c i a l assistants, optio i n charge of 
the workshop, male nurses, clerks to in s t r u c t , olerks of the granaries, 
clerks i n charge of the savings, clerks i n charge of w i l l s and properties, 
assistants to adjutants, grooms, tanners, keepers of the armoury, herald, 
and trumpeter. 1* 

In addition to the normal tra i n i n g given to the reoruits i n handling 
thei r weapons by the dootores armorum and armatura and i n marching and 
foot d r i l l by the campidoctor, various other men would be undergoing 
tr a i n i n g to become specialists or craftsmen. Although Vegetius i n his 
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day recommends that smiths, blactemithB, and wagon-makers should he 

e n l i s t e d directly, i t seems that the army trained soldiers to become 

s p e c i a l i s t s and craftsmen. In a few instances the soldiers undergoing 

instruction (disoentes) could learn their new trade or job by working 

alongside their f u l l y qualified colleagues i n the appropriate quarter of 

the camp; the disoentes immunes, for example, oould learn the c l e r i c a l 

methods of the army from the other clerks i n the offloium; the discentes 

capsariorum by working with the other dressers and medioal orderlies i n 

the hospital would acquire their medioal training. However, quite clearly 

the disoens buQ&nator could not acquire instruction i n the oamp or anywhere 

in the immediate v i c i n i t y , as his practioe trumpet-calls might not be 

distinguishable from the r e a l ones and would throw the whole camp into 

complete confusion; once he was proficient enough, he might work with a 

f u l l y qualified trumpeter in the oamp. Similarly, although the aq u i l i f e r 

and signifer undergoing instruction may have practised giving the 

different visual signals with the eagle and standard on the parade ground, 

they would have to do so further afie l d for the reasons given above, 

when they trained i n conjunction with the buoinator and tubioen who were 

transmitting the audible signals to them. However, i t must be remembered 

that in peace-time the Btandard-bearer was involved more i n keeping 

accounts and so the discens signiferum would spend a good deal of his 

time learning the m i l i t a r y accountancy system by working i n the offioes 

i n the headquarters. The men who were training to become equites legionts 

might well learn some equestrian s k i l l s m the indoor exercise-hall or 

on the parade ground, but c l e a r l y many aspeots of their training could 
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only lie learnt on the cavalry training ground. The diece(n)s epiheta 
must obviously have received most i f not a l l of his instruction outside 
his camp, although most legionary fortresses were situated on navigable 
r i v e r s . The eoldiei who i s described as dispone ar, could, i f he was 
trai n i n g to be a oustos armorum. have received his instruction i n the 
armoury, or i f he was to hold the post of armatura. i n the exercise-hall 
or on the parade ground. The man training to be a master-builder 
(architeotus) could have received some practice i n the camp supervising 
the general repairs} however, i n A.I). 210 at Iversheim, eighteen miles 
from Bonn but i n the m i l i t a r y area for the troops of Lower Germany, 
Valerius Amandus, who was tra i n i n g to be a master-builder, oonstruoted 
a lime-kiln under the supervision of a centurion of legio I Minervia 
(furnus factus ar(chltectante) Val(erio) Aman(do) disoente); i t i s 
possible that t h i s was only a practice and not a real k i l n . Similarly, 
the l i b r a t o r could learn some of the principles of hydraulic-engineering 
from the water supply system of the fortress, perhaps working with the 
praefeotus castrorum and the aqmlioes, but even so he would need f i r s t ­
hand experience also} at ASn Cherchar i n Numidia i n oA.D. 224-227 
legio I I I Augusta constructed an aqueduct designed by Clodius Septimius, 
a disoens l i b r a t o r ? i t may or may not be significant that the soldiers 
made a vow when st a r t i n g to build the aqueduot. I n one instance 
epigraphy has revealed that there was an instructor to teach specialists 
(dootor fabrum), while Paternus l i s t s clerks who oan give Instruction 
( l i b r a r l i quoque qui dooere possint). Clearly there must have men 
undergoing instruction i n the auxiliary units also, but they are not 
attested epigraphioally or papyrologioally except for a disc(ens) 
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mensforem^ on 29th and 30th May. A.D. 239 at Dura and a diso.[ there at 
12 

some time i n the decade A.D. 245-255* 

In a legion the people responsible f o r the e f f i o i e n t running of the 
unit were the centurions; s i m i l a r l y , i n the auxiliary units i t was i n 
the hands of the centurions and decurions i n the cohortes and alae that 
the smooth running of their unit lay. The detailed responsibilities 
of the officers as enumerated by Vegetius have been quoted and discussed 
elsewhere. They were often appointed to a wide range of duties both i n 
the camp (for example as o f f i c e r of the watch) or outside i t (as i n charge 
of the governor's praetorium) or to act as police o f f i c i a l s i n the 
oountryside or a legionary centurion as acting commanding o f f i c e r of a 
cohort, but these duties are too numerous to enumerate here and are anyway 
beyond the scope of thi s thesis. One oenturion, however, does deserve 
special mention, namely the primus pilus. He was i n command of the f i r s t 
century of the f i r s t cohort almost certainly only f o r one year. In 
addition to these duties as chief centurion, he would aot as adviser to 
the legatus legionis. He seems to have been associated closely with the 
eagle and was probably responsible for i t , especially on ceremonial 
occasions. At the end of his term of o f f i c e , he dedicated his v i t i s at 
the shrine of the eagle i n the headquarters on the birthday of the 
legion. 

Vegetius gives the derivation of the rank optio t 
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••QsiaojOfia are so called from 'adoption', because i f the i r 
superior o f f i o e r was incapacitated through i l l n e s s , they, 
as i f adopted by them and acting instead of them, looked 
after everything." 

Pestus notes that the optio's duties were to assist the centurion ( i s 
adiutor dabatur oenturioni) and Varro makes a similar point (quo f a c i l i u s 
obeat publica o f f i o i a ) . I t i s thus cabundantly dear that the duty of 
the optio was to assist his centurion universa curare. Epigraphy shows 
that i n legio I I I Augusta at one time there were no less than sixty-four 
optionee ; t h i s , plus the fact that on occasions such a person describes 
himself as being the optio of a century, make i t clear that there was 
one optio to-each oenturia. I t also seems obvious that the way i n which 
an optio carried out his duties while assisting his centurion, would 
decide whether or not he would be recommended for a commission; hence 
some describe themselves as optionee ad spem, when they had received t h i s 
reoommendation but were awaiting a vacancy. The f i v e optionee, however, 
of the f i r s t cohort assisted the prinoeps to run the tabularium principle, 
which was responsible f o r the organisation of the day to day running 
and routine of the whole legion. I t i s also dear that some optionee 
were supernumerary and did not assist a centurion or the prinoeps, but 
had some specific duty. Paternus i n his l i s t of immunes quotes two 
examples, the optio fabrioae and optio v a l e t u d i n a r i i ; these are 
confirmed by epigraphy. In the former oase the NCO was responsible f o r 
the running of the workshop, i n the l a t t e r (and an inscription from 
Lambaesis shows that there were two) of the hospital. Elsewhere an 
pntio might be employed to supervise a particular local taskt at Mainz, 
fo r example, to be i n charge of the dockyard (navalla). at Mainz also of 
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the prison (oustodiarum); the sawmills i n Germany i n the v i c i n i t y of 
Ohrenbaoh were regularly under the supervision of an pptio of legio XXII 
Primigenia. An optio was often appointed to supervise the colleotion 
of supplies: Antonius Titan, for example, was © V T C C V V ItnpfrA*)?")J 
ipaTtGptvV and i s known to have arranged for two hundred blankets to be 
delivered to his legion. Asclepiade's, O I T T I W V nopoiA»)|jT̂ j fftrou, 

was responsible for the supply of corn to the troops at Pselcis. I n the 

t h i r d oentury at least, an optio seems to have been i n charge of the exactl 

i n the tabularium legionis; i f t h i s i s so, then presumably another would 
have been i n charge of the l i b r a r i i . Auxiliary cohorts also had optiones, 
each of whom w i l l have assisted his centurion i n the same way as those i n 
a legion. In A.D. 144 Julius Silvanus was described as € f r ( T f 0 I T O 5 K f t T A 

S'tt^nOfv). An optio at Dura was .in charge of arranging 
14 

entertainment. 

A second important NCO who was also often employed on a wide range 
of duties, was the signifer. In-battle he carried the standard, as 
Vegetius says, and was thus a key person i n transmitting signals. In time 
of peace, according to Vegetius, he was also responsible for keeping the 
deposits of the men i n his oentury} for t h i s reason he was normally a man 
of some education. Thus a document of A.D. 117 contains the receipts 
issued by the signifer of each oentury of oohors I LuBitanorum to the 
centurion who had acted as draft-conducting o f f i o e r ; the receipt was for 
the t o t a l amount of money uircf ^ i r o f f i T o u to the credit of the recruits 
for each century. I t was not surprising that the signifer would often 
be assigned a specific duty outside the camp where his knowledge of 
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accountanoy would be of considerable use. Two standard-bearers with 
thei r assistants were agentes ouram maceHi at Lambaesis i n the oanabae; 
presumably they were responsible for collecting t o l l s and fees* 
S i g n i f e r i . with other specialist m i l i t a r y personnel, are mentioned on 
the lex portoria from the munioipium at Lambaesis and presumably played 
a similar role. These NCOs were not infrequently sent to arrange 
m i l i t a r y supplies* Flavius Silvanus, for example, javelins of palm wood, 
Arrius Nemesianus camels; i n both mstanoes the signifer paid the 
c i v i l i a n the pnoe for the item. At Bonn the signifer w i l l have been 
responsible for the accounts of the men i n the pottery factory. 
S i g n i f e r i regularly took part i n the lustrum that the primus pilus would 
oarry out on the t e m t o r i u m legionis 8 presumably thei r s k i l l i n 
accountancy was used i n calculating the rents of people leasing part of 
the land. A document from Egypt late i n the reign of Nero refers to 
guard duty) one item reads Domitius ' s i g n i f ( e r ) ' ad valetudinariCumj 
was the signifer stationed at the hospital so that the invalids might 
not be disturbed by the noise of the buoinator for example? Hyginus 
noted that the hospital must be i n a quiet part of the camp (ut 
valetudinanmn quietum esse oonvalesoentibus posset). The two optiones 
navaliorum at Mainz both state they were s i g n i f e n before mentioning 
thi s new post; perhaps they were i n fact s i g n i f e r i who had been given 
special responsibility f or the dockyard with the t i t l e rather than the 

15 
rank of optio. ' 

One of the best l i t e r a r y descriptions of the various a c t i v i t i e s of 
soldiers i s that given by Dio. In the years leading up to A.D. 9 the 
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army was extensively employed I n promoting c i v i l i s a t i o n by various me<ons 
i n those parts of Germany under Roman oontroli 

"Soldiers of tho Roman army were wintering there and towns 
were "being founded; the natives were adapting themselves to 
the orderly Roman ways, were becoming accustomed to holding 
markets, and were meeting i n peaoeful assemblies." 

The natives were learning a l l t h i s f t l A <^<>XeiK*|j. The irresponsible 
behaviour of Varus caused the Germans to plan rebellion and undid a l l 
the work of the troops. They succeeded i n getting the Roman forces to 
move away from these d i s t r i c t s i n the direction of the Weser; they gave 

i 1 

the impression that they intended to l i v e peacefully and would thus not 
need the army to enforce t h i s : 

"Consequently Varus did not keep his army together, as was 
proper i n hostile country. He distributed large numbers 
of his soldiers to helpless communities who requested them, 
allegedly to guard various places, or to arrest robbers, or 
to escort provisions convoys." 

When Arminius led the uprising, a l l these detaohments were massacred. 
c » > 16 The main body of the army was s t i l l acting «/$ CV «iprjVrj: 

"The mountains were uneven and f u l l of ravines, the trees 
grew olose together and very t a l l . This meant that the 
Romans, even before the enemy attacked them,- were engaged 
i n f e l l i n g trees, building roads, constructing bridges, and 
labouring on a l l the neoessary tasks of th i s nature. They 
had many wagons and a large number of baggage-animals with 
them, as i n time of peace, and there were also not a few 
women and children' and a large retinue of servants 
following with them." 

The le t t e r s of the Younger Pliny reveal a great amount of d e t a i l 
about the various aspects of the day to day running of the Roman army. 
Pliny himself as tribunus lati o l a v i u s m Syria was ordered i n addition 
to his normal duties to audit the accounts of a l l the auxiliary units 
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and s t i l l found time to oultivate the friendship of several philosophers. 
He mentions that his unole had composed a mi l i t a r y texthook; that 
disciplinary action was taken against a centurion named as the c"> 
co-respondent i n an aff a i r e with the wife of a m i l i t a r y tribune} that 
soldiers were used to escort prisoners to Romo. He also gives many 
examples of the use of patronage i n securing commissions or posts. Even 
more d e t a i l i s revealed from the l e t t e r s to Trajan, when Pliny was 
governor of Bithynia covering a period of about two years; he had 
assigned soldiers to aot as guards i n the public prisons throughout the 
provincej others to escort a man charged wixh contempt and others as 
guards to Christians being sent to Rome»for t r i a l . Although he had so 
few troops under his command, Pliny s t i l l had to assign some for service 
with other o f f i c i a l s * ten b e n e f l o i a n i , two equites, and a oenturion to 
the praefeotus orae Ponticae, who requested more; ten beneficiarn to 
the procurator, and to his assistant, who had already three men and who 
requested s i x , two troopers. Trajan ruled that Pliny should normally 
assign to the l a t t e r two men d i r e c t l y and two of the soldiers already 
seconded to the senior procurator. Some of Pliny's men were stationed 
i n other towns, such as Bicomedia, and Pliny requested a legionary 
oenturion and his company from Lower Noesia for Juliopolis. He also 
made a request twice for a hydraulic-engineer from the same source, or 
alternatively for an arohiteotus. To oarry out Trajan's wish that the 
units should be kept at f u l l strength, recruiting was carried out) two 
slaves were discovered and had to be punished; s i m i l a r l y the Eknperor 
ordered Pliny to ensure that commanding officers maintained discipline 
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and punished men under t h e i r command g u i l t y of any offences* At the 
same time Pliny was employed i n forwarding confidential reports, 
recommendations, and requests for further posts, as well as petitions n.> 
from soldiers. The troops of the province also took part m the various 
Imperial celebrations, the annual renewal of the oath of allegiance, the 
anniversary of the Emperor's accession, and Trajan's birthday. 

Each commanding o f f i c e r was responsible f o r his men when they were 
i n and out of the camp and dispensed justice to the c i v i l i a n s . Suoh 
duties were regular i n peace-time for most commanding of f i c e r s . I t i s 
quite clear that i n some cases the commander of a particular f o r t was 
permanently assigned some special looal responsibility. Mention has 
already been made of the faot that the commanding o f f i c e r of the cohort 
at Zarai was responsible for operating the customs regulations there. 
Similarly, the prefeot who commanded the ala stationed at Palmyra was 

t 

responsible for judging disputes between individuals and -the publican!. 
Parts of Derbyshire seem to have been under direct m i l i t a r y rule and 
were administered by the commanders of the looal f o r t s . I t i s therefore 
obvious-that i n time of peace ab epistulis must have chosen for posts 
which entailed suoh extra responsibilities as these, men with particu l a r l y 
suitable qualifications) i t cannot be purely coincidental that two of 

the commanders honoured by the people of Palmyra for handling t h e i r duties 
of a r b i t r a t i o n so w e l l , Vibius Celer and Julius Julianus, are both known 
from the i r careers to have been men of exceptional a b i l i t y . Similarly, 
for over half a oentury the CiropVor w n 0 commanded a unit near H i s t r i a 
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was often called upon to intervene between that c i t y and the tax-farmers 
of Thrace over the exemptions which the c i t y had. In A.D. 49 Arruntius 
Flamma was instructed by the governor of Moesia to preserve the rights 
of the people of Hi s t r i a around Feuoe. Earlier Asiaticus, another 

the town. At other times a commanding o f f i c e r with suitable qualities 
might be appointed to settle disputes between }ocal factions: Jucundue, 
a praefectus alae, was appointed by PIorus i n A.D. 66 to t r y to se t t l e 
the differences between the Greeks and Jews at Caesarea; such disturbances 
were not isolated cases m the East and many officers must have carried 
out these duties which are not dissimilar to the role played by United 
Nations observers at Gaza, f o r example, today. A census was held 
periodically i n each province and officers of the army were employed i n 

18 
carrying out some of the work involvedt 

"Edict of C. Vibius Maximus, Prefect of Egypt. 
As a house-to-house census i s impending, i t i s necessary 
to announce to a l l people who are absent from their own 
nomes for any reason whatsoever, to return to t h e i r own 
homes, i n order that they may complete the standard 
arrangements far the oensus and hold f i r m l y to the c u l t i v a t i o n 
of the land that belongs to them. However, I know our 
c i t y has need of some people from the countryside and I 
therefore wish that a l l those who have a prima facie 
reasonable cause for remaining here, to register themselves 
with Bullatius Pestus, the praefectus alae, whom I have 
appointed f o r t h i s purpose. Those who show that t h e i r 
presence i s necessary, w i l l receive c e r t i f i c a t e s from him 
i n accordance with t h i s proclamation by the 24th of the 
present month of July." 

had conducted a detailed survey of the sources of revenue of 

Perhaps the best indication of the many duties that a commanding 
of f i c e r would do for the nearby town, can be seen i n the extract from 
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the meeting of the town council of Sala i n Hauretania Tingitana dated to 
28th October, A.D. 144* They wished to honour 11. Sulpicius Felix, the 
commander of ala I I jjyrorum oivium Romanorum because he had been cum 
m i l i t i a e turn oivilium munerua verissumi auctorls. His duties as the 
commanding o f f i c e r and the way he had carried them out, they do not 
mention; they do, however, mention how he had helped the c i v i l i a n s by 
maintaining the peace, supervising the town accounts, acting as a r b i t r a t o r , 
using soldiers to guard the woods, the f i e l d s , and the townspeople working 
there, preventing any loss of oattle or other items from raids from 
marauding t r i b e s , using his troops to build the town walls, and providing 
the o i v i l i a n s m an emergenoy with food from the granaries i n his f o r t 
without endangering the supplies for his men. In supervising the accounts 
and building the walls he may well have employed Borne of the specialists 
i n his regiment. Although there i s not the epigraphic evidence, i t i s 
only logioal to assume that a l l commanding officers w i l l have carried out 

19 
not dissimilar duties with regard to the inhabitants of nearby towns. 

One of the mosx interesting of a l l Roman m i l i t a r y documents comes 
from the f i l e s of one of the two legionB i n Egypt i n the last quarter of 
the f i r s t century* The recto, i n addition to two pay documents and a 
l i s t of men who were probably being discharged, contains a l i s t of the 
missions that took four legionaries away from thei r camp on the outskirts 
of Alexandria at Nicopolis between the years A.D. 80 and 87. The duties 
are varied; men were twice sent to the two state granaries i n Alexandria, 
Mercurium and Neapolis, probably to act as guards or perhaps to supervise 
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food f o r th e i r own u n i t , although i n a t h i r d instance at Neapolis the 
soldier was there to act as a shorthand clerk. The same men also acted 
as guards % one went with the r i v e r - f l e e t on i t s patrol up the Nile as 
guard, another was away on police work i n the country, while at another 
time he was providing security at the mint. In two other duties they 
may have been supervising the work of others or, perhaps engaged on the 
tasks of harbour-dredging and making paper themselves $ i n another two 
instances the task i s lost m a lacuna. In other oases the document 

i 
t 

simply states that the soldier l e f t on an unspecified mission with someone 
else s with the centurion Timmius, izith Maximus Liberalis, with someone 
whose name i s l o s t , and with the frumentarii; i n thi s last instance they 
were probably concerned with the acquisition of food supplies. The 

20 
whole document i s reproduced elsewhere. 

This document ends on 19th September, A.D. 87, and. was superseded 
i n date by another on the reverse, which i s i n two parts. Most of the 
f i r s t i s l o s t , but i t contained a l i s t of names and numbers of men who 
were not available f o r duty i n the century i n camp at Nicopolis followed 
by the heading RELIQUI xxxx. The fragmentary numbers add up to t h i r t y -
two, plus two names and two equitee, giving a minimum t o t a l f or the 
century of seventy-four (although i t may, of course, be higher), plus the 
two equites legionis, whioh i s not far shoBt of the theoretical strength 
of eighty pedites. Of the f o r t y men nine were opera vacantes, mostly 
because they were immunes and specialists; they were a custos armorum, a 
conductor, a wagon-maker (parrarius), a batman of the tribune (seoutor 



t r l [ b ( u n i ) , a custos domi (perhaps a man responsible for the house of 
an o f f i c e r ) , two clerks (a l i b r a r i u s and a cerarius), a supranumerarius, 

21 
and a man on pioket duty (stationem agens). 

The remaining thirty-one men (to uhom another f i v e were later added) 
were then allocated various duties for the f i r s t ten days of October, 
A.D. 87* A chart was drawn up with a square for each dajr's duty 
opposite the name of each munifex. This duty roster i s reproduced as 
figure 12 and 13* This i s by f a r the most impressive single document 
that i l l u s t r a t e s the day to day work of a unit of the Roman aripy i n 
peace-time. Dashes against various names for the f i r s t day show that 
the duty of this soldier was the same as that on the previous day, the 
last entry on the previous duty roster. Presumably three such rosters 
were made out each month. Figure 14 i s a table drawn up showing the 
various duties grouped together m categories with the t o t a l number of 
days spent by the t o t a l number of men for any one duty. Of the f i v e 
men who were added to the or i g i n a l thirty-one, only the f i r s t has been 
given, because the entry xras made by the same olerk; thacothers were 
added later and no duties can be read against any of t h e i r names. 
Presumably a l l f i v e became available for duty after the whole document 
was f i r s t made, the thirty-second man before his other four comrades. 
Unfortunately laounae make i t impossible to read a l l the entries. 
Of the 320 man-days under consideration, t h i r t y - s i x are lost i n lacunae, 
and i n another twenty the reading or meaning i s not clear; the t o t a l 

22 
amount of days spent on duties was 157* 
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Figure 14 

No. of No. of 
days men 

Duty 
Guard at headquarters 3 3 
Guard at gate 10 7 
Guard at standards 1 1 
Guard on rampart 1 1 
Street patrol 6 1 
Training area of century 1 1 
a r t i l l e r y practice 4 4 
Patrol on Nicopolis road 4 4 
Watch tower 1 1 
Island (Pharos) 1 1 
Outpost duty f o r f i v e days 18 4 
Guard to ootton pickers 1 1 
Plain clothes police work 1 1 
Cleaning uniform of Helius 4 1 
Cleaning boots 3 3 
Cleaning boots of Helius 1 1 
Batman 1 1 
Armoury (cleaning and repairing weapons) 5 4 
Bath house fatigues 18 9 
Latrines 2 2 
Street cleaning 2 1 
Drainage 1 1 
Duty i n century 14 9 
Duty i n century of D. Decrius 10 2 
Duty i n century of Serenus 6 1 
Duty m century of Helius 3 1 
Duty i n century of Caecilius 2 1 
Escort to tribune 3 1 
Escort to Serenus 6 2 
Escort to chief centurion 1 1 
stretoher bearer 1 1 
Left with Asinius for boots 3 1 
Left with tribune 9 1 
Left f or harbour with Aelius 3 1 
Left f or granary at Neapolis 5 1 
On leave 2 1 

Not known 20 11 
Lacunae i n document 36 22 
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The most detailed evidence f o r the day to day duties of men i n an 
auxiliary unit i s undoubtedly that of cohors XX Palmyrenorum. The 
evidence and examples of morning reports, l e t t e r s , tabulations, summaries, 
guard rosters, and l i s t s have been given; the two documents that reveal 
the most information about the assignments of the pedites, equites, and 
dromedarn are the two great rosters of A.P. 219 and 222. The strength 
of the cohort on the former occasion i s r e l i a b l y estimated to have been 
about 1,210 men, on the l a t t e r 1,040; i n the f i r s t document the grand 
t o t a l of duties that can be read i s 727 or 60$ of the estimated strength' 
of the u n i t , i n the second 659 or 63$>. Thus i f the duties i n the 
missing portions were on exactly the same proportion as those on the parts 
preserved and legible, then the number of men engaged on each task would 
be approximately doubled. A detailed analysis of the assignments 

23 
grouped i n categories i s given i n figure 15* 

i 

The only guard duty i n the camp that appears to be mentioned i s 
that at the standards. A score of men, a l l troopers, were away on 
manoeuvres at the tra i n i n g ground. The c o r n i o u l a r i u 3 , aotuarius. 
e i g n i f e r i , and the other ranks assigned to the offioium oarried out the 
paperwork of the cohort. Other men were obtaining and guarding supplies 
of animals (horses, s a c r i f l o i a l victims, and lions) or provisions (food, 
corn, barley). Soldiers were on outpost duty i n ten places, others 
were stationed i n relays for dispatch r i d i n g or were soouting; pedites 
and equites were assigned to the governor as singulares and a few were 
at provincial headquarters. At times men were escorting convoys, on 
one occasion other men were collecting barley, and a substantial party 



Figure 15 

A.D. A.D. 
Duty 219 222 
Guard at the aacred standards 7 0 
On manoeuvres at training ground 20 22 
Clerical work 30 18 
Adjutant 1 1 
Staff-sergeant 1 1 
S t andard-hearers 5 4 
Obtaining horse 1 0 
Obtaining s a c r i f i o i a l animals 3 0 
Obtaining lions 7 4 
S t a l l 0 1 

C o l l e c t i n g food 1 4 
Collecting com 0 2 
Collecting barley 3 2 
Appadana 62 49 
Birtha 7 8 
Hagdala 11 11 
Beccufrayn 89 37 
Caste Hum Arabum 7 3 
Chafer Avira 6 3 
Barbalissus 0 6 
Alexandria 0 1 
Capera 0 1 
Parthia 5 0 
©lspatch-riders 14 15 
Guard to governor 22 59 
Scouting 15 8 
At provincial headquarters 2 2 
Escort to barley-collectors 1 0 
Sscort 0 1 
Taking estimates f or pay 10 20 
With grain-ship 1 0 
With ship 2 0 
Guarding ship 0 1 
Taking l e t t e r s 1 0 
On complaint 0 3 
With the Emperor 56 0 
Not returned 1 1 
Overstayed leave 1 0 
In custody 0 1 
Transferred to other units 3 0 
Transferred from other units 2 0 
Discharged 3 0 
Deceased 0 1 

Available for duty 327 369 
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took the estimates to the procurator's o f f i c e and escorted the pay back 
to campj other soldiers were connected with ships, i n one case a grain 
ship. Other men were carrying l e t t e r s or taking a complaint. In A.D. 
219 a large party of troops was detaohed as a guard of honour to fSlagabalus 
on his journey from the East to Home. A handful of soldiers were s t i l l 
on the books of the cohort but not on a duty or available f or one; they 
included men who had not returned, had overstayed the i r leave, were i n 
custody, had been transferred to and from other units, discharged, or 
died. Finally, the number of men with a bar beside thei r name to 
indicate that they were available for any duty i s 45$ and 56$ of the 
grand t o t a l of duties that can be read. 

i 



CHAPTER XIt INDIVIDUAL DUTIES 

NOTES 

I t 
Macer - Die.,49.16.12; RBRA. 143 surprisingly omits prinoipiis 
frequenter interesse. 
Tiberius - Suetonius, Tib.,19* 
Pliny - N.H.,10.54. 
Tacitus - A.,1.6. 

2t 
Vegetius - 2.9* 
Caetronius - Tacitus, A.,1.44* 
Agrioola - Agr.,7 and 1$, 
Coelius - H.,1.60. 
Catullinus""- V I I I 18042 Aa, Cb - ILS 2487i ILS 9134. 
auxiliary - V I I I 18042 Aa, Cb » ILS 2487. 

3» 
f i r s t - P.Dura 55A. 
second - P.Dura 55B. 
cA.D. 216"""- P.Dura 61. 
one soldier - P.Dura 63A. 
Themarsas and Hiereus - P.Pura 63B. 
A.D. 221 - P.Dura 64A + B. In an a r t i c l e in Latomus, forthcoming, 
I show that -the soldiers from Dura are working in a post of the 
cursus publicus. 

4t 
A.D. 208 - P.Dura 56. 
A.D. 240-250 - P.Dura 58. 
Gooes - P.Dura 60B. 
pridiana - P.Dura 60C. 
paying - P.Dura 60D. 

seventeen"- P.Dura 57, 59, 60A, 62, 65, 68, 70-80. 

5i 
two important - P.Dura 66A. 
governor - P.Pura 66D. 
four - P.Dura 66 H, N, 0, R. 
seven -""P.Dura 66B, F, G, T, EE, 00, BBB. 
another - Pi Dura 66L. 
yet another - P.Dura 66HM. 
horse - P.Dura 66PP. 
camels -""p.Dura 66E5 this i s my own proposed expansion of Imellos. 
herds - PTDura 66QQ. 
frumentum - P.Dura 66DDD. 
penus and epulum - P.Dura 6 6 l l j t h i s i s my own suggested expansion 
of the words epulu. ""and pe... of the fragmentary document. 
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6 i 
second-in-command - V I I I 18078. 
Tacitus - Agr . , 5 . 
Pliny - Ep.,8.14. 
Trajan - Pan.,15. 
died - Passerini s l e g i o , 57*. 

7» 
miBsio - Tacitus, A.?1.37* 
centurion - A.,1.44. 
"He then - Appian, B.C.,3*43* 
Tacitus - e.g. from only one "books A. ,1.32» 35» 42, 49» 56* 
Piso - A.,2.55. ~" 
misconduct - A.,1.44* 
morale - A.,27l2. 
Isidore -~Orig.,9*3*29* 
Pliny - Eg.,7*22; cf.RBRA, 141* 
Republic - Livy, 28.24* 
census - Passerini, legio, 574* 
A.D. 103 - P.Hamb. 3 1 . 
A.D. 140 - BGO 113. 
A.D. 148 - BGU 265. 
A.D. 166 - PSI 447. 
A.D. 182 - BGU 847. 

8» 
tribunus semenstris - Passerini, legio, 578-579} t h i s was f i r s t 
suggested by Domeszewski (Rangordnung, 4 1 ) . 
Vegetius - 2 .12. 
misunderstood - he says there were ten to a legion, one for each 
cohort. Cf. 2*7» where he says the man i n command of the f i r s t 
cohort was a tribunus maior and the other nine minores. 
column of march - Arrian, Ekt. , 6 . 

o f f i c e r of the watoh - cf.Chapter I I 1 Guard Duties, n . 10 . 

9t 
VegetiuB => 2 .10. 
Aufidienus - Taoitus, A.,1.20. 
post - these are the conclusions of B. Dobson i n his dootoral 
thesis on the Primipilares, which I have followed, 
sixty - RBRA, 27* 
10. 
cA.D. 51 " Tacitus, A.,12*38. 
A.D. 70 - H . ,5.20. 
A.D. 14 - A.,1.20. 
A.D. 80 - CLA 711*A*1-3* 
Paternus - Dig. ,50.6.7* 
fabricae - Passerini, legio, 609 (75)* 
valetudinarii - Passerini, legio, 608 ( 6 5 ) . 
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11 s 
Vegetius - 2 . 1 1 j see Chapter VIIt Supplies, n .27. 
praefeotus fabrum - BR, 62-63, especially n . l l . 
12* 
normal t r a i n i n g - see Chapter I l l s Training and Exercises, passim. 
Vegetius - 1*7. 
lmmunee - Passerini, legio» 606 (38 mentioned). 
capsariorum - Passerini, legio, 609 ( 6 8 ) . 
buoinator -.ibid. , 6 0 8 , (59)7 
a q u i l i f e r - i b i d . . 608 ( 5 7 ) . 
signifer - i b i d . . 608 ( 5 8 ) . 
accounts - Vegetius, 2.20; of.Chapter Vs Administration and 
Paperwork, n .16 . 

, equites - Passerini, legio, 610 (102) . 
exercise-hall - of.Chapter I l l s Training and Exercises, n .10 . 
parade ground - ibid.»n.ll-14* 
cavalry t r a i n i n g ground - of.Chapter IVs Manoeuvres, n.22-25* 
epibeta - Passerini, legio, 610 (105) . 
ar- - i b i d . , 608 (6oyT 
arohiteotus - ibid.', 608 (61 mentioned). 
Amandus - V I I I 7945 revising IIS 2459* 
praefectus castrormn - Vegetius, 2.10} see above, n.9» 
aquilioes - Dig. ,50 .6 .7 . 
Septimius - AE 1942-43 93» This rank i s not mentioned by 
Passerini. 
doctor fabrum - Passerini, legio, 609 ( 7 6 ) . 
Faternus - Dig. ,50*6.7*6. 
auxiliary - I am grateful to Professor E. Birley and Dr. B. Dobsonr 
for stating tthat there are no examples that they know of. 
A.D. 239 - P.Dura 8 9 .i. 3 and 9 . 
A.D. 245-255 - JMJura 96.5• 

* 13i 
centurions - Vegetius, 2.14} of.Chapter I l l s Training and Exercises, 
n . 8 . 
deourions - i b i d . 
vatoh - cf.Chapter I I J Guard Duties, n*9» 
'praetorium - cf;Chapter Xs Other Duties, n.7. 
golioe - of.Chapter IX1 Paramilitary Duties, n.18-26. 
temporary - e.g. P.Dura 89*1.7,13. 
duties - e.g. Lesquier, 135-136* 
primus pilus - I have followed the conclusions of B. Dobson i n 

- an unpublished Ph.D. thesis (Durham University) e n t i t l e d 'The 
Primipilares of the Roman Army', passim, especially 1 6 I f f , 3 2 9 f f . 
Dr. Dobson intends to publish a revised version of his thesis i n 
as year or two. 
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14» 
Vegetius - 2 .7} of.Passerini, legio, 607 ( 5 0 ) . 
Featus - p.190 (Mttller). 
Varro - Paulua ex Festo, p. 184 (Mflller). 
Bpigraphu - V I I I 2554 - ILS 2445• 
oentury - e.g. RIB 54^ - ILS 2441 opt[i]onis ad 3pea ordinis J 
L u c i l l Ingenui. 
optiones ad apem - of .RIB 544 » ILS 2441 oited above. 
f i r s t cohort - of.Chapter Vs Administration and Paperwork, n .4 and 6 . 
Paternus - Dig. .50 .6 .7 . / 
fabrioae - Passer m i , legio, 609 ( 7 5 ) . 
valetudinarn - Passerini, legio, 606 ( 6 5 ) . 
/Lambaesis - V I I I 2553 - ILS 2438 + AE 1906 9. 
Wains: - X I I I 6?14 - ILS 2435} X I I I 6714• of.Chapter IXt Paramilitar; 
Duties, n.27> 
Mainz also - ILS 2436} of.Passerini, legio, 608 ( 6 3 ) . 
Ohrenbach - of.Chapter V I I t Supplies, n.24* 
Titan - of.Chapter VII« Supplies, n . l 5« 
Asclepiades - of.Chapter V I I I t Food, n«54 and 56. 
exact1 - of.Chapter Vs Administration and Paperwork, n .3« 
Auxiliary - e.g. RIB 1523} cf.RIB 809} Rangordnung, 57* 
Silvanus - of.Chapter Vs Administration and Paperwork, n»59* 
Dura - Bf.Chapter XIIt Off-Duty, n . l l . 

15* 
signifer - Passerini, legio, 606 ( 4 9 ) . 
Vegetius - 2 . 7 . 
depoBita - 2.20} of.Chapter Vs Administration and Paperwork, n.16-17. 
A.P. 117 - PSI 1063. Cf.J.F. Gilliam's disoussion of t h i s 
document i n Historia Augusta Colloquium 1964/65t 91-98. 
oanabae - of.Chapter IXs Paramilitary Duties, n .57 . 
municipiua - ibid.,n . 59» 
Silvanus - of.Chapter VIIs Supplies, n .18 . 
Nemesianus - ibid.,n . 51« 
Bonn - ibid.,n . 3 8 . 
lustrum - Passerini, legio, 620-621 cites the evidence. 
Domitius - PSI 1 3 0 7.ii . 2 0 } s i g n i f was inserted l a t e r , 
lfyginus - H.C.,4. 
Maine - cf.n . 14 above. I am indebted to Professor E. Birley f o r 
discussion on whether these men held both posts simultaneously 
and to Dr. L. Weber for showing me the fin d spot of these altars 
(only a few yards from the Rhine). 

161 
••Soldiers - Dio, 56.18. 
"Consequently - Dio, 56.19. 
"The mountains - Dio, 56*20. 

http://1307.ii.20%7d
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17» 
audit - Pliny, Ep . ,7»31* 
philosophers - Eg.,1.10; 3 . 1 1 . 
uncle - Ep.,3«5» 
centurion - Eg. , 6 .31* 
prisoners - Ep»,3•16• 
patronage - Eg.,2.13t 3 .8 ; 4 .4 ; 6 .25; 7.22? 8.23; cf . 3 . 2 0 . 
prisons - Eg. ,10.19 and 20. 
contempt - Ep.,10.57* 
Christians - Eg.,10.96. 
praefectus - Eg.,10.21 and 22. 
procurator - Ep.,10.27» 
Trajan - Ep.,10.28. 
Nicomedia - Ep.,10.74« 
J u l i o p o l i B - £ £ . , 1 0 . 7 7 and 78. 
hydraulic-engineer - Ep.,10.41 and 42; 61 and 62* 
recruiting - Eg.,10.29 and 30. 
discipline - Ep.,10.78. 
reports - Eg. ,10.86b, 87; of . 8 5 , 66b. 
recommendations - Ep.,10.26. 
requests -J ig. ,10.26 , 5 1 , 87* 
petitions - Eg. ,10.106 and 107. 
renewal - Eg.,10.35 and 36; 100 and 101 . 
anniversary - Eg. ,10.52 and 53} 102 and 103* 
birthday - Eg.,10.17a) 88 and 89 
181 
men - see above, n.l - 3 » 
Zarai - V I I I 4508; see Chapter IXt Paramilitary Duties, n .59 . 
Palmyra - RBRA, 1 4 6 f f ; see Chapter IXi Paramilitary Duties, n .59 . 
Derbyshire - I owe t h i s suggestion to Professor E. Birley. He 
bases thi s on the faot that some milestones give t h e i r distances 
from a f o r t (e.g. RIB 2243) and that the lead pigs from th i s 
d i s t r i c t bear the name Lutud and not that of a cantonal ca p i t a l . 
ab epiatulis - BBRA, 1 4 2 f f , 148, 1 5 1 f f . 
Vibius Celer and Julias Julianas - BBRA, 146-149* 
Histria - AE 1919 10. Cf.J.H. Oliver, 'Texts A and B of the 
Horothesia Dossier at Ist r o s * , Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies, 
VI.143. 
Caesarea - Josephus, B.J.,2.285ff; of.Chapter IXt Paramilitary 
Duties, n.35* 
census - P.Land. 904; t h i s expansion of the name of the prefeot 
was suggested to me by Professor Birley. 
191 
AE 1931 38; RBRA, 149-50; L. Harmand, Le patronat sur lee 
o o l l e c t i v i t e s publiques des origines aubas-empire, fiBT^/fU^T 
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20: 
pay documents - CLA 11A + B. 
discharged - OLA 7 I H . 
missions - CLA 711* 
elsewhere - figure 2 , p.212. 

2 1 : 

CLA 7IVa + b. 

22: 

CLA 7V. 

23* 
duties - DPP, 39-43. 
rosters - P.Dura 100 and 101 . 
strength -""DPP, 30-31. 
figure 15 - t h i s i s modelled on DPP, 44» f i g * 8 , hut the total s 
given there are by no means accurate and the l i s t i s certainly 
not exhaustive. 
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O F F - D U T Y 
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In t h i s thesis so f a r the o f f i o i a l duties that a soldier had to 
carry out, have been studied. However, the soldiers did get some free 
time, although the commanding o f f i c e r had to ensure that the troops did 
not get too much otium, and i t i s necessary i n studying the peace-time 
routine of the Roman army to consider b r i e f l y some of the ways i n which 
the troops would spend th e i r off-duty hours. Detailed analysis of the 
legionary duty roster of A.D. 87 shows that of the 320 man-days considered, 
at least 107 had no duty assigned to them i n the document. Presumably 
t h i s means that apart from attending the morning parade and the daily 
exercises and any other compulsory duties, they had the day o f f . Perhaps 
they were expeoted to prepare the evening meal f o r t h e i r oontubernales 
who had been munifioes for that day. Similarly the two great rosters 
from Dura reveal that some men did not have assignments; i n A.D. 219 

727 duties can be read, of which 327 consist of-a bar to show that that 
soldier was available f o r duty, while i n A.D. 222 659 duties can be 

- deciphered, of which 36*9 consist of the bar4 i n the former instance t h i s 
i s 45$ of the duties, i n the l a t t e r 56$. Presumably these troops, l i k e 
those i n Egypt, were free, apart from compulsory daily camp duties, unless 
they were suddenly assigned some new post or task. This chapter w i l l 
attempt to show some of the ways i n which the soldier could spend his 
spare time ^ o f f i c i a l l y or u n o f f i c i a l l y i n the camp or on m i l i t a r y property, 
i n c i v i l i a n d i s t r i c t s , or on leave.* 

A good example of how soldiers would spend t h e i r spare time i s 

provided by excavation at Mileoastle 50 (Turf V a i l ) . Here a small group 
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of soldiers spent a short time demolishing the structure i n cA.D. 125• 

They cooked thei r meals on a gridiron on a hearth after having collected 
the f u e l , drank and broke the mugs, repaired t h e i r boots and their leather 
tents, swept the f l o o r , wrote reports or l e t t e r s on wax-tablets, gambled 
for money, and f i n a l l y went to sleep on bracken and heather that they 

2 
had out f o r bedding. 

A popular and energetio way of spending leisure hours was hunting. 
The legal writers stress that hunting and fis h i n g t r i p s , other than 
those o f f i c i a l l y authorised for supplying food f o r the u n i t , must not be 
made i n the time when the soldier was supposed to be engaged on m i l i t a r y 
duties. Hunting for pleasure seems to have been a oommon form of 
relaxation among the o f f i c e r s , who often travelled a considerable 
distance f o r t h i s purpose; they, unlike the other ranks, were probably 
able to afford to buy 'the clever hunting dogs' for which B r i t a i n was 
j u s t l y famous. When Hadrian f i r s t entered m i l i t a r y servioe, he received 
bad reports for his excessive enthusiasm for hunting; doubtless t h i s 
was one of the pastimes that Agrioola, unlike other t r i b u n i l a t l o l a v i l , 
did not Indulge in."* 

Outside almost every Roman f o r t there was a bath house, where a 
soldier oould spend muoh of his spare time. In addition to the 
pleasures of the Roman system of baths, he appears to have used i t almost 
as the equivalent of the HAAPI; at Newstead, f o r example, and indeed 
at almost every other m i l i t a r y bath house, many dice, gaming-counters, 
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coins, and small altars to fortune reveal how the soldier liked to 
gamble* and occasionally a hoard on vhlch they would play draughts or 
backgammon has been discovered. The large number of oyster shells 
reveals how they would enjoy t h e i r favourite delicacy.^ 

I t i s dear that the Roman commanders made an attempt at some form 
, of organised entertainment for the troops. U n t i l the time of Nero each 

governor had a troop of gladiators to provide amusement f o r the soldiers. 
Undoubtedly the amphitheatre would be used on occasions with the 
permission of the legate f o r gl a d i a t o r i a l and animal displays. Tacitus 

r 

reoords an inter-services wrestling competition i n A.D. 69 between a 
legionary and a Gallic auxiliaryman. which was s p o i l t by the exoessively 
partisan s p i r i t displayed by the supporters on each side. Such i n t e r -
unit contests almost certainly continued to be held throughout the 
Prmcipatej Ammianus records that the Elder Gratian was famous f o r his 

1 s k i l l i n wrestling i n the m i l i t a r y fashion (peritiam millturn more 
luctandi) and on one occasion had won a tug-of-war contest on his own 
against f i v e soldiers. Whether or not any organised entertainment was 
provided on a l l the various festivals mentioned i n the f e r i a l e Duranum. 
i s not clear. I t i s known, for example, that on the birthday of 
Augustus i n one year centurions arranged horse-races for the amusement 
of the army. On the birthday of Geta, Severus gave m i l i t a r y games 
(militares ludos) with various items of sihlvei as prizes; Maximinus 
requested Severus to permit him. although a o i v i l i a n , to take part i n 
the wrestling oontests and promptly won sixteen bouts i n succession 
against lixae and was enlisted i n the army. On the following day af t e r 
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a long run he defeated seven soldiers one after the other i n wrestling 
bouts, won the top prize of a gold c o l l a r , and was promptly promoted to 
the Guard. In his prime he was stated to have been able to take on 
sixteen, twenty, or even t h i r t y soldiers m suoh wrestling bouts, and 
even as an old man he could stretch them out i n thei r f i v e s , sixes, or 
sevens. In A.D. 249-250 soldiers are alleged to have taken part i n 
organised wrestling contests i n honour of Mars. The language of parts 
of Arrian's i ^ v * ) T«iATtft^ and the wording of the epitaph which Soranus 
composed for himself, strongly suggest that some m i l i t a r y exercises took 
the form of organised sport rather than mere tra i n i n g or display. 

I 

On the day after Galba took over as governor of Upper Germany a l l 
the legionary troops were at a f e s t i v a l . The army i n the East i n the 
middle of the second century spent too muoh time at the theatre, although 
the soaenioi i n some services were concerned with putting on plays and 

* performances on Imperial bitthdays. At Dura an optio seems to have been 
i n charge of a group of about six t y actors and actresses from Zeugma. 

i 

Officers might attend the oivio banquets at the more important ocoasions 
i n each province and the troops be given the day o f f . A very'fragmentary 
dooument that i s similar to a morning report, perhaps of the reign of 

6 
Severus Alexander, reoorde of some units that they were feriatae. 

Outside almost every permanent f o r t an extra-mural settlement grew 
up; those outside a legionary fortress seem to have been called oanabae, 
those outside auxiliary f o r t s v i c i . In either oase the settlement could 
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beoome a self-governing community and often grew to a considerable size, 
as that outside the legionary fortress of Vetera had done by A.D. 69. 
These settlements satisfied a variety of needs for the soldier i n his 
off-duty hours i n the time of the Republic and the Empire, and a plaoe 
i n which he oould s e t t l e when he was discharged from the army. Appian 
notes that Soipio found a large number of traders, prostitutes, seers, 
and fortune-tellers following a Roman army, while Caesar notes i n 53 B.C. 
a large crowd of mercatores were following his men. Arrian refers to 
a settlement of considerable size composed of veterans and traders outside 
the f o r t at Fhasis i n A.D. 131. Epigraphy reveals examples of the 
traders who provided wine, beer, vegetables, weapons, and equipment, as 
well as a host of other items to the troops. Archaeology has revealed 
details of the v i o n the two best examples of those i n B r i t a i n and 
Germanyt outside the f o r t s at Housesteads and Saalburg, have produced 
evidence for shops, taverns, and houses, where the troops could buy what 

> they needed, drink, and gamble, and, as Severus Alexander allegedly said, 

amant potant lavant. Literature reveals further evidence of these 
buildingst Hadrian t r i e d to l i m i t the places f o r eating and drinking 
outside the f o r t s ' ( t n o l i n l a . • • • et portious et oryptas et topia)5 
Fronto says that the army of the East i n the middle of the second century 

i 

spent more time i n nearby beer-gardens and theatres than i n camp and 
7 

were frequently drunk or gambling. 

Wherever there was an army, there were also women, a few o f f i c i a l l y 
but the majority u n o f f i c i a l l y . Augustus had been most reluctant to 
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permit even his governors to have their wives with them, and the question 
was raised i n the Senate i n A.D. 21* The only soldiers who were 
permitted to he married while serving were o f f i c e r s . The wife, children, 
and servants of the commanding o f f i c e r would l i v e with him i n the 
praetprima 9 those of the t r i b u n i militum and praefectus oastrorura i n a 
legion i n the o f f i c e r s ' houses. Centurions and deourions were permitted 
to be married while serving and perhaps t h e i r wives lived i n the large 
officer'8 f l a t at the end of each barrack-block. NCOs and other ranks 
were not permitted to marry while serving and a man who was already 
married, became divoroed on enl i s t i n g . In A.D. 44 Claudius Therefore, 
while reaffirming that soldiers oould not get married while i n the army, 
granted them the rights of married men. One of the reasons given i n A.D. 
60 f o r the f a i l u r e of the veteran colonies at Tarentum and Antium was 
that the soldiers had been unaccustomed to marry and bring up children; 

Q 
t h i s represents the o f f i c i a l point of view. 

However, i t i s quite olear that soldiers did 'marry' u n o f f i c i a l l y ; 
m A.D. 69 one of the reasons why the armj of Syria declared f o r Vespasian 
was the rumour that V i t e l l i u s was going to transfer them from Syria, where 
i n many oases they had.'married' local women, to the rigours of Germany, 
where t h e i r families would not be able to follow them. In Germany i n 
A.D. 9 & large number of women and children followed Varus's army aoross 
the f r o n t i e r . Instead of 'marrying' a free woman a soldier might often 
buy a slave woman and l i v e with her; t h i s i s well i l l u s t r a t e d by a l e t t e r 
from the legionary Claudius Terentianus i n Alexandria to his father 
Tiberianus i n the early second oenturyt 
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"Julius sent me word about a woman; he was buying one f o r 
me with my approval* As far baok as two years ago I would 
have taken a woman into my house, but I did not permit 
myself - nor even now - to take one without your approval 
and you w i l l not hear otherwise from me on th i s subject." 

The m i l i t a r y authorities condoned such actions which were, s t r i c t l y 
speaking, i l l e g a l ; according to the diplomas they gave citizenship to 
the auxiliary soldier on his discharge, to his 'wife' (with the proviso 
of one wife per man), and to a l l the ohildren that they then had, although 
according to the l e t t e r of the law the man was either divorced or a 
bachelor. This vas confirmed by Domitian's edict on m i l i t a r y privileges. 
The large number of legal problems that t h i s system caused re f l e c t s on 
the widespread number of 'marriages* that other ranks contracteds parents 
of ohildren born during the father's service often drew up attestations 
of b i r t h signed by witnesses to provide i - jprima facie evidence for 
establishing the child's c i v i c status when the father obtained his 
discharge and franchise. Governors were frequently asked f o r rulingst 
for example, Lupus, the Prefeot of Egypt, was asked between A.D. 114 and 
117 i f a 'wife' tcould claim a deposit from a deceased soldier; whether, 
the soma of a Roman c i t i z e n serving i n an auxiliary unit and whose mother 
was a Roman c i t i z e n could be c e r t i f i e d as Roman oitizens; whether the 
inheritance tax could be remitted for the son of an auxiliary soldier 
who had died i n service. In A.D. 119 Hadrian ruled that the children 
of serving soldiers should be e l i g i b l e to be named as heirs i n the w i l l s 
of t h e i r fathers. Thus when Antomus Silvanus, a trooper of ala I 
Thtaoum Hauretana, drew up his w i l l i n A.D. 142, he had to refer to 
Antonia Thermutha as 'mother of my heir* and not as 'my wife'. In the 
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end Severus made the de faoto situation de jure by granting the soldiers 
9 

the legal r i g h t to marry while serving i n A.D. 197* 

Normally the 'wife* of a serving soldier would l i v e i n the 
settlement outside the f o r t or i n a nearby town. Hoxrever, soldiers 
manning small posts i n the countryside might often take advantage of the 
relaxation of discipline and have their *wives* with them. This i s well 
i l l u s t r a t e d i n the l e t t e r s from the auxiliary troops at Wadi Fawfikhir? 
Papirius wrote to Demetrous hoping that she and the children were a l l 
r i g h t } Philocles wrote a l e t t e r to Skiphisj another soldier asked his 
friend to give his regards to Philotera; Rustius Barbarus blandly 
informed his friend Pompeius of his impending marriage and 3aid that as 
soon as he was able t o , he would ask him to come. However, the wife 
and children of the soldier Julius Terentianus lived on his farm, as a 
l e t t e r of 16th March, A.D. 99 shows. However tolerant the authorities 
may have f e l t , they did impose certain l i m i t s } Cornelia, the wife of 
the legatus C. Calvisius Sabinus, had a notorious a f f a i r e with a 
centurion T. Vinius i n A.D. 39 culminating i n spending the night i n the 
saoellum; the co-respondent was arrested, put i n custody, and la t e r 
cashiered. At the turn of the century G a l l i t a , the wife of a m i l i t a r y 
tribune, had an aff a i r e with a centurion, who was also cashiered. 
Petilius Cerealis was twice fortunate i n A.D. 70 i n escaping a possible 
court-martial for negligence; he was not on his flagship when i t was 
captured by the Germans i n a night raid but with a woman called Claudia 
Saorata; the guards claimed that they had been ordered not to use the 
watohword and challenges i n case they disturbed him. Similarly a 
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night attaok on his camp at Trier found him i n "bed outside i t * Comment 
was also made on the morals - or lack of them over women - of Valens 
i n the previous year. Finally, Severus, as has teen said, i n A.D. 197 

granted the soldiers permission legally to marry while serving. Thus 
documents from Dura show that on 1st October, A.D. 232 Aurelius 
Alexander, a soldier of oohors X I I Palaestinorum. and Aurelia Maroellma, 
a widow, drew up a marriage contract i n the winter-quarters of the unit 
at Qatna, while on 30th A p r i l , A.D. 254* Julius Antiochus, serving i n 
a v e x i l l a t i o n of legio IV Soythioa at Dura, and Aurelia Amimma were 
divorced.*^ 

For soldiers who did not wish to be t i e d even by these u n o f f i c i a l 
liaisons there were always prostitutes) i t as said that two thousand 
of them followed the army at Humantia and many the army of Fabius Valens 
i n A.D. 69* G r a f f i t i i n brothels and small hotels which served the 
same function at Pompeii record the v i s i t s of soldiers to these 
establishments* In the c i v i l i a n town at Carnuntum a large house with an 
ingenious floor-heating system served as a tavern and brothel for the 
legionaries of the nearby fortress. A brothel has been i d e n t i f i e d at 
the port of Caister by Yarmouth; d e a r l y they must have existed outside 
the f o r t s also. At Dura an optio seems to have been responsible for 
b i l l e t i n g a troupe of about f o r t y actresses or prostitutes; they had 
come from Zeugma and were mostly b i l l e t e d i n a large house only two 
blocks from the garrison and the building was clearly turned into a 
brothel, while others stayed elsewhere i n the c i t y . Brothels must have 
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exiated i n the settlements or towns outside most f o r t s , although the 
actual evidence f o r them i s s l i g h t * Indeed, one of the classroom 

« exercises l i s t e d by the Elder Seneca i s a debate on the merits of a case 
i n which a> prostitute i n a brothel k i l l e d a soldier i n self-defence. 
The t a r i f f of Coptos set up i n A.D. 90 contains a schedule of t o l l s 
charged for various categories of people and goods f o r permits to use the 
roads. By far the highest t o l l was made fo r prostitutes (108 draohmas), 
which was more'than fi v e times-as much as the next item, sailors' women 
and soldiers' women (20 draohmas each). Similarly, the cost of a permit 
-for a l l women was"four drachmas, as opposed to a mere one for a man. 

i 

Other soldiers preferred seductiont at Aquincum a g r a f f i t o i n the baths 
records the amatory success of Gratus with the maid of the optio Lupus; 
the hospita of Epimachus, a soldier i n Egypt, bore him a daughter i n 
A.D. 131; on 21st March, A.D. 145 Sempronia Gemella gavo b i r t h to twin 
boys, whose'father was a soldier whose name she did not know. A soldier 
passing through Pompeii on duty was not inclined to attribute his success 
entirely to his uniforms 

"Floronius, benefloiarius and soldier of legio V I I , was 
here and the women didn't reoognise him, a l l but a few, 
that i s , and they succumbed on the spot." 

Macrinus i s stated to have punished two soldiers who had had intercourse 
with the maid of t h e i r host, although she had a bad reputation. 1 1 

Each soldier was en t i t l e d to a certain•amount of leave each year. 
Vegetius recommends that the troops should get only a l i t t l e i f any, so 
that they would not mutiny. Elsewhere he states: 
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"Whenever a soldier, receives a furlough, his name and the 
duration of the leave are noted i n the records. In those 
days leave was not easily given but only for the most 
reasonable and approved causes." 

Here Vegetius may well be using as his source Tarruntenus Paternus, who 
i& quoted i n the Digest as saying that the commander must remember 
parcissime commeatum dare. Vegetius's statements that the name of the 
soldier going on leave and the date must be entered i n the records, i s 
confirmed by the duty? roster f o r the f i r s t ten days of October i n A.D. 
87} on the 9th C. Domitius Celer has against his name the entry 'leave 
by permission of the commanding o f f i c e r ' (b(enefioio) pref(eoti) 
com(meatus)) and on the following day £ f o r o(ommeatus). Galba had the 
same ideas about leave as Paternus| as soon as he was appointed 
governor of Upper Germany, he became s t r i c t with requests for leave. 
Leave oould only be granted by the commanding o f f i c e r ; Tacitus records 
that i n the early Prmoipate a legionary oould bribe his centurion to 
have a furlough arranged. However, i n a l e t t e r dated to 26th March, 
A.D. 107t Julius Apollinarius wrote to his father Sabinusj 

••Immediately the commanding offioer begins to give leave, 
I shall take steps to come to you straightaway." 

There are su f f i c i e n t references i n l i t e r a t u r e to show that a soldier 
would receive a reasonable amount of leave 5 from what Tacitus says of 
Agricola when he was tribunus millturn i n B r i t a i n , officers received more 

12 
leave than other ranks, as i s only to be expected. 

I t was also only to be expected that some soldiers would not have 
returned to camp by the time t h e i r leave had expired and they would then 
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be classed as emansores % i f they had not returned after a further length 
of time, they became desertoreB. The legal writers l i s t v a l i d reasons 

for a soldier overctaying his leave, suoh as i l l health, compassionate 
reasons l i k e caring for parents or relations, chasing a runaway slave, 
being detained by bad t r a v e l l i n g conditions or bandits, or any other 
valid reason* References to troops who had overstayed t h e i r leave occur 
i n the m i l i t a r y documents at Dura: a morning report of 30th March, cA.I). 
233, records that four soldiers had overstayed t h e i r leave and l i s t s 
t h e i r names and oenturios (Hemanserunt m i l ( i t e s ) I I I I ) and similarly the 
great roster of A.D. 219 records that one infantryman had overstayed his 
leave. A document from Egypt, perhaps dating to the reign of Severus 
Alexander, that i s similar to a morning report, records of some troops 
that they were emansion[. Fin a l l y , i t should perhaps be noted that i n 
a l i s t of standard questions put to an oracle the seventy-eighth was, 
'Am I going to get a furlough?' 
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As a short epilogue to th i s study of the Roman army, i t i s desirable 
to comment b r i e f l y on the conditions of l i f e i n the army i n time of peace* 
This w i l l consider two aspects, the social and financial status of the 
individual soldier. The sooial conditions of m i l i t a r y l i f e havelibeen 
studied by several people and the general conclusion i s That when the 
organisation of the army had beoome settled, l i f e i n i t was on the whole 
quite endurable and i n many provinoes often better than conditions outside 
m i l i t a r y service. Aristides notes that i n other c i v i l i s a t i o n s the 
troops were often regarded as being i n f e r i o r to the c i v i l i a n s , but that 
t h i s was not so i n the case of the Romans, since a l l had equality. 1 

Tacitus i n his account of the rebellions of the legions i n Germany 
and Pannonia i n A.D. 14 paints an extremely black picture of service 
conditions. I t i s not my wish to minimise the defects that there may 
well have been at the time, but one or two points should be considered. 
Tacitus i s eager to blacken the character of Tiberius and extol the 
virtues of Germanicas, and i s often g u i l t y of gross d i s t o r t i o n of facts 
to achieve th i s purpose; the permanent Roman army of the Principate was 
s t i l l i n i t s infancy and experiencing i n i t i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s ; Augustus 
was at his death a very old man and for some time may well have been 
incapable of making the necessary arrangements and alterations to avoid 
such conditions; there was also no proper o i v i l service at Rome to supply 
the necessary co-ordination. On the other hand i t should be noted that 
major rebellions of the Roman army against service l i f e and conditions 
such as those i n A.D. 14 were extremely rare during the period studied 
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i n t h i s thesis. Moreover, for most of this time there was l i t t l e i f 
any need for conscription, and even then, it'was mostly to meet a major 
o r i s i s , and volunteer recruits were s u f f i c i e n t . Clearly service l i f e 
could not have "been that bad. Tacitus states elsewhere that the e v i l 
of vacationes munerum was abolished i n A.D. 68 and was not reintroduced. 
I t would not have been hard for any soldier of above average s k i l l or 

' intelligence to become quiokly an immunis or to advance to the better 
paid ranks of sesguiplioarius or duplioarius.as a p r i n c i p a l i s ; 

i Apolliaarius, for example, found i t quite easy to obtain such a promotion. 
Aristides stresses that a' man would rise i n the army through his merit 
alone. This i s well i l l u s t r a t e d by the career of Terentianus, who 
started his m i l i t a r y servioe i n the Alexandrian f l e e t , then became 
dissatisfied with i t and desired a transfer to an auxiliary cohort, and 
f i n a l l y moved to a legion. A soldier of real a b i l i t y oould easily 
become an o f f i c e r and i f he were of a suitable calibre, there was a wide 

' range of lucrative posts awaiting him on discharge. Conditions i n the 
army i n the t h i r d oentury must have been as good as, i f not better than, 
i n c i v i l i a n l a f e j a woman writing home from Alexandria to her mother 
said. 2 

"And i f Aio wishes to j o i n the army, l e t him come, f o r 
everybody i s i n the army." 

By and large the financial status of the troops was reasonable and 
ranged from adequate to exoellent. The faot that Satuminus needed 
only the depoaita of the legions to finance his rebellion shows that 
the legionary other ranks oould save a substantial amount. Centurions, 
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especially those of the f i r s t cohort, received substantially more* 
The auxiliaries received less money, hut even so a careful man oould 
amass a considerable amount of savings* The best example i s Dionusius, 
who was r e t i r i n g from an ala i n oA.D. 175) be withdrew 1,459 denarii 
i n deposita, and 5 denarii 14ir obols i n seposita. and received 103 

denarii f o r his arms; a l l t h i s was the equivalent of almost eight years' 
f u l l pay or not far short of one-third of the t o t a l amount of stipendium 
a trooper would reoeive i n his career. The same document gives the 
amount of money to the oredit of the twenty-three equites s t i l l i n the 
turma of Longinus; t h i s averages 484 denarii per man i n voluntary 
savings, 158 i n compulsory savings, and 62 i n enlistment bonus} thus 
the average t o t a l amount of money to the oredit of each trooper was 704 

denarii or three and a half gears' f u l l pay. Although the papyri f or 
the auxiliary infantrymen show that most of them had l i t t l e to th e i r 
oredit other than the equivalent of s l i g h t l y under two years' t o t a l pay 
and that these savings had probably been compulsorily made, i t should 
be remembered that most of these men seem to have been i n an exceptional 
position} they were distributed throughout the countryside and would 
thus have higher l i v i n g expenses than t h e i r colleagues i n camp. 
Moreover, t h i s t o t a l seems to take no account of other money that might 
be to the man's cr e d i t , as, for example, i n the case of Ammonianus, a 
private i n Conors I I Thraoum. Although soldiers i n a l l branches of 
the service might write home asking for money or clothes or other items, 
i t should be noted that these same soldiers oould afford to buy items 
for themselves and g i f t s for relatives.^ 
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There are several other ways i n which the wealth of serving soldiers 
can he seen. When Antonius Silvanus, an eques of ala _ I Thracum Maur'etana, 
drew up his w i l l i n A.D. 142, he l e f t four bequests t o t a l l i n g nine hundred 
denarii (the equivalent of four and a half years' f u l l pay for a troopor) 
and gave instructions that his slave was to he freed. In A.D. 201 C. 
Julius Diogenes, a soldier of legio I I Traiana, could afford 1,496 s i l v e r 
drachmas to purchase land. I n the f i r s t century a soldier called 
Numerius Crispus owned a cucumber garden near Philadelphia. Numerianus, 
a trooper of ala _ I Asturum stationed at Benwell i n the t h i r d century, 
had his freedman at South Shields TO IOOK after ms trading interests. 
In A.D. 9̂ I»» Vettius, an eques of the ala Vocontiorum, lent three Jews 

4 
six hundred s i l v e r drachmas. 

On discharge from the army the praemia m i l i t i a e for legionaries and 
auxiliaries were a r i o h and well deserved reward f o r the years of service. 
A l l legionaries had s u f f i c i e n t money from t h e i r gratuity of 3*000 denarii 
plus what they had i n the savings banJc to l i v e i n reasonable comfort f o r 
the rest of the i r l i v e s . Terentianus, a newly discharged veteran, 
planned to rent a house and f i e l d f o r a year to give himself time to look 
around for somewhere permanent. I n many oases the soldier would be 

i 

able to use the s k i l l and tr a i n i n g he had acquired i n the army to set 
himself.up i n a business, such as the negotiator gladiarius at Mainz. 
C. Longinus Priscus, a veteran, and a partner renewed the lease for another 
four years on a goldsmith's shop at Euhemeria i n A.D. 128. In the t h i r d 
century Aurelius Sentiue, a former duplioarius, arranged to have his 
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slave undergo a three year apprenticeship i n the wool trade. The 
veteran Gemellus was able to buy and run extensive estates i n Egypt, and 
Demetrius i n Syria. In the sedond half of the second century L. 
Caecilius Optatus, a former legionary centurion, l e f t a legacy to the 
municipality of Barcelona of 7,500 denarii, the interest on which" was to 
be used for an annual boxing contest and free d i s t r i b u t i o n of o i l i n 
the baths. I n addition the veteran enjoyed immunity from certain taxes 

5 
and other l i t u r g i e s . 

The great Austrian Field-Marshal, Prince de Ligne, i n A.D. 1770 
oalled the Epitoma Bei M i l i t a r i B of Vegetius a golden book and wrote* 
'A God, said Vegetius, inspired the legion, but f o r myself, I fin d that' 
a God inspired Vegetius.' Aristides, i n discussing the organisation 
of the Soman army, asks what to him was merely a rhetorical questions 

"Surely t h i s rises beyond a l l mortal powers of organisation.'" 
Vegetius furthermore states of the legion* 

" I t i s perfect i n a l l respects, i t needs no outside help, 
and has been accustomed to win against any enemy foroe, 
however great the odds are against i t . The greatness of 
Rome i s proof of t h i s , who, by always using the legions as 
her f i g h t i n g force, has defeated as many of the enemy as 
she herself wished to or as ciroumstanoes permitted." 

Again, Aristides says of the Roman army and i t s organisations 
"So too concerning your m i l i t a r y system one i s j u s t i f i e d i n 
thinking and stating t h i s f a c t , that for as long as man 
cannot move the earth i t s e l f from i t s foundations and leave 
a vacuum on i t s departure, f o r as long as the c i v i l i s e d 
world i t s e l f must remain i n i t s place, then i t i s impossible 
f o r your m i l i t a r y bodies to f a i l you, but from the four 
corners of the earth a l l your needs are supplied." 



-621-

A l l t h i s i s true of the organisation and actions i n peace-time of the 
Roman army, which was, according to Josephus, an embellishment i n such 
ciroumstanoes. A succession of bad emperors and a long series of c i v i l 
wars would eventually Weaken or even destroy the Roman m i l i t a r y system, 
but that was not the f a u l t of the system. Some modern scholars, however, 
do not hold such a high view: 'Lee legionnaires souffraient sans dqute 
plus de l'isolement et de 1*ennui que de l'ennemi?' At best t h i s i s a 
poor pun, at worst a downright l i e . In t h i s thesis an attempt has been 
made to vindicate the ancient authors and to show that what impressed 
outsiders such as Josephus, Aristide&, and Vegetius so greatly about 
the Roman mi l i t a r y system was i n fact what was d i r e c t l y responsible for 
i t s success and s k i l l ; t h i s was nothing divine or superhuman, but merely 
what one would expect from the Roman army, relia b l e and successful methods 
and routines i n time of peace.^ 
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