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cs00it was one of the colleges which was more like a Boarding
School. Being very naive at 18...1 mean I was one of the short
socks brigade. I went to interview in short socks. New looking
back that i ign't it, It wasn't Just onc off.eces
everybody was like that at the time. We had a two day interview.
¥hen I went to college 1 accepted the conditions particularly well
and I think that this is why I have a particular attitude to P.E.
We worked at 9 in the morning until 6.20 in the evening...and there
wasn't a break. Lectures were 50 minutes with a 10 minute change
over allowed...eight lectures it was only in the second and third
years that we got anything called a free period. You warked hard
and you played hard. I accepted thabt...I think 1t was correct. I

loved every minute of it....

You speak with enormous enthusiasm of vour college days.

oossd thought it was great. Other people went to college and thought

it was dreadful...no free time...but I accepted it you see. I accept
the things that people lay down and work within the framework., I

find it difficult to rebel I Jjust sort of get on with it. I find

that I am a 1ittle bit old fashioned that way, unfortunately.
(apologetically). In 1956 I took up appointment at Yarmond High
School, worked there until 1958,...travelled from Hucklebrough to
Yarmond for the time Father was a school caretaker. He thought it

was & bit silly when he had to dig me out of the snow in the morning
to try and get me away to get to Yarmond....when there was a perfectly
good school opening here in 58....and I didn't want to leave it...In
that I was in a Grammar School I didn't particularly want to come to

a Secondary Modern School. Not because of any social thing. It was just
that it was a Very good Grammar School. There was & lot going for us,
It was a super school, it really was. I was number three in a department
that ran very well and I learnt a terrific amouni...from the two above
me., Mrs. F, had been there for years...she finished off my education
in Scottish Dancing/Eng. C.D. which is looked on as old hat now. In
those days it was very active...we did a lot of competitions...in that
work. We did a very sound course in Athletics. We did hockey....netball.c..
tennis. We played metches every Saturday. A very strong and well run
school on all sides. We didn't do any Mod. Dance. I did a little bit

of Dance there....we had a resident pianist. It was a very good school
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2nd I really did not want to leave it. The discipline was excellent,
It was great. So when I came here...I didn't really want to come.
It was o fantastic contrast. The playing fields weren't finished.
The gym wasn't finished, and I had one room at the end of the
corridor there...one room to teach in, the recreation playing fields
where there were no changing facilities. I started with hockey. But
to get there...by the time you got them changed from here and walked
across there and 20 minutes in the field...I scrapped that...forgot
all about hockey....until we got our own fields. I concentrated on
Jletball, whenever it was fine outside,.and indoor that's where my
Country Dancing came in beautifully....because in a classroom there

was nothing else that I could teach,

Do you regret that passing of Country Dancing?

I do....8 sense of rhythm..,..working with others...timing.

Nothing has replaced it. I don't think so. I can tell from the
children that I have taught. I run a Scottish Dancing team here

in the school. We do it in break times, and dimner times...we do
demonstrations. We had at one time a very flourishing team. But

it is very difficult trying to keep up with everything. It is
problematic because I can't fit everything in really. To go back

to my coming here. I built it up....l was responsible for it and I came
without a P.S.R. They said that they might award one depending on how
I did....well after a year I got my P.S3.R. and went on to stay here
and had two ar three peeple under me over the years...l stayed until
'62. And then the top school opened....The Technical High....which is
now our lower school, I went up to there and was there until 1966...

I got married whilst I was there. I left to have a child...and left
completely from teaching....l intended going back teaching when the
child was grown up. Well in those days they were crying out for P.E.
people...s0o I left in the September....l had a wonderful three months...
then I had the baby....another wonderful three months 'til march...
and then they absolutely begged me to go back far two half days to
another school....that I had got to know through fixtures and personal
contact. It was then St. Theresa's School., I went for two half days.
Well it was ridiculous...l got there at 1.30. They had four classes in
an afternoon and they finished at 3.50., So by the time I got the
children out and onto the field and came back...l really didn't think
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that I had justified the paye....and I said that I am not teaching...

I am amusing the children....going out but there's no way I am teaching.
Athletics in % hour., On the Tuesday and Thursday I stayed there and
ran clubs...to try and get them off the ground. But it was ridiculous,..
so I said if T was going back at all I was going back for one day.
Tuesday one day Thursday. It was only a small school...there were

eight classes. It was a fabulous school....I took four on a Tuesday
and four on a Thursday. And I had a double period with them all.

I was able to take two lunch time practices....l stayed there at

lunch time...and I had two evening practices. I felt that T was

doing something...and I loved it...and I did that for two years....

by that time Paul was 3 years 0ld Then they wanted somebody full

time. And I didn't want to go Full time at that stage....l didn't

want to leave him at that stage. I had to move to Callaly.e...l

did four mornings. I then got Paul into Nursery School for the
mornings...30 I popped him in and then went to school...then we

had the afternoons together. That was fine. Next year St. Theresa's

had s full time post going again, and they asked me particularly

to go back...The Sister (head) said "Look if you come back, don't
worry we will let you off at 3.20 to go and pick Paul up..." So I

did seven periods a day. And she let me have the last session off
every afternoon,...Well I couldn't turn that down. It was a very

very friendly school. Just like a family atmosphere; it was

"Good morning Mrs. A..." It was "Good morning V", Sister encouraged
use of names...they were extremely polite. Politeness and the
discipline were the most important things in the school, and the
worship. I am a non-Catholic. I mean where else would the Head make
you a cup of tea if you stayed at a night time for practices?...it

was wonderful. I couldn't believe it when they walked in with this
tray. Doylies...silver tea pot for my cup of tea because I was staying
at night to teach their children. Imagine that atmosphere. I loved it...
I spent a lot of time in the evenings there. I took Paul back with me
and J could, any of the little girls there to look after him. I was
able to do the dinner time practices and the evening practices..just
the same, Paul then went to full-time nursery school...which led him
on to full-time school really. Then we hit the comprehensive system.
Now being a non-catholic I didn't feel that in all conscience they
could possibly offer me a post (three Catholic schools amalgamating)

because they had enough to cope with...getting their own people involved.
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A1l this time...I had started doing the County ietball...when I
was Dregnant with Paul and T kept it up for six years. And it
had increased from when we took over from three matches in the

o 2 Add s i
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year to gix in the whole segson an
practicing every week and having z match every week....We would

be in Coventry one week South Shields the next. Durham the next,

So I never saw Paul on a Saturday. So I felt that when he was six

I was going to lose a lot of his time....and it suddenly struck me
that I wasn't going to have snother child...Time's passing 2nd I
had to do something about it. So I decided that I would pack in
the netball. When I packed it in I felt no regret. But if I had
packed it in any sooner than that, I'd have always felt that I

had missed out. Because we had left the teams at a good standard.
We had built it up...We had a proper committee...we had two full
teans going. There was an enthusiasm in the County...So I left it
at that point. 8o I dropped the County netball..and I put in for a
post at this school...I thought I will come out and not have quite
so much responsibility on the P.E. side...but I still felt that I had
to run netball teams ....enter leagues....had to do the Athletics...
T 4id Scottish Dancing with St. Theresa's and we had teams running.
We ran all sorts...demonstrations for 0ld People's Clubs....Towns'
Vomens Guilds and things...the Sister made the white frocks and we
had the tartans...we had the lot. So I was very sarry to have to
leave it all. So I came back here...into the state system...l
applied back to the school...I like Aidens and I knew a lot of the
menbers of staff. And I knew I.B. who was here...who I respect
tremendously. And if there wes anyone I was going to work under, it
was going to be him. You see by that time I had something like 15
years experience., 1'd run a department on my own. I wasn't going to
work under anybody else. I can't remember whether I put in for
Senior Tutor...anyway I didn't get the Grade that I was expecting.
I got the next one down. I wasn't bothered particularly...l didn't
really go for a specialist post. I really wanted a pastoral post.
So I took the Pastoral. A Deputy Year Tutor...and after one year I
got the Year Tutor Post. And I am still a year tutor now. So you

sre right up to date.

Which vear is it?
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Well we rotate. You pick them up in third year and we go through
fourth and fifth. I came with a fifth year and then 1 went through

the rotation system...And I am now back to the third year coming

in. From the Pastoral point of view I have found the job very
depressing. Coping always with truancy...and the bad children and

the children who are causing a lot of trouble in the school. And

I felt that the children who were really good...didn't cause any
trouble, not particularly good...who just came along and did their
work at school...just what you expect them to do...never got any-
thing. I was very very depressed. So I thought well T will take

a positive approach and I will spend less time with the truants

and try to do more for the children who want to do things. So

since then we try to do more things for them. I run a trip to London
every year. We have joined the Y.H.A. because my son is now 13 years
0ld and is able to go. And again I did Youth Hostelling at my last
school (St. Theresa's). As soon as he was seven, I started taking

the children....And then my husband changed his job and went into
teaching gnd that principally was why I never had another youngster...
because I had to support him for a year. Coming back to the children...
we do Youth Hostelling with them....I try to run a Theatre Club and
take them to the theatre...say a couple of times..giving the opportunity
to people who want to go. I felt that Disco's are a bad thing. I can't
really get t0....l feel that Disco's are not of any educational value
at all, So with my last year's fifth we started doing barn dancing

in the fourth year..And for the Christmas party I did run a Disco

for those who wanted to...But for those who wanted to learn to dance

we ran Barn dancing...and I got 60 children...30 boys and 30 girls...
and we had a mixed barn dance far the Christmas and the Easter, and

we had one last year. And it was great. They thoroughly enjoyed it...
properly laid out meal...They 21l came in dressed in their suits...

I'm old fashioned you see, Candles on the table just what I think

that it should be. I thought it was great. I have a third year and T
would like to do that sort of thing but they are too young yet. They
wouldn't accept it now but I am hoping to do it in the fourth year.

So I wish more was done on this side of the school...I wish we had more
time in P.E. lessons to do this sort of thing. I think there is a need
to do some social dancing...with boys and girls. They see nothing else
but this Disco dancing. They never get used to doing a disciplined form

of dancing and don't know how to behave. And old scholars who meet me
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in the street later come up and tell me "i'm glad you taught us

to do that dancing...." The lads used to come...and I'd drill

them in it, And they used to come and say how much they'd enjoyed

it. I also joined Keep Fit and I have now done 22 years...and I

was able to teach Keep Fit without an actual course as they do

now because I had a P.E. qualification, But I didn't really know

all that much about it. So I joined the Keep Fit Association.

N.E. It is very strong. And then I started teaching a class here...
and in the evening and since then I've taught for ages and then 1
went on to de the trainer award. And 1 have ‘taught nationally...

at the National Summer Schools and I am very interested in that...

I teach Keep Fit in school on g Friday afternoon to the fif'th

year. I do it with adults as well. I do it once a week and have

done for...L do it far two or three years. I take a Monday night
class and 1 started in 1957....80 it is the 22nd year. I can go out
of school feeling very tired...why on earth do I do this? But at

the moment I hit that hall...the moment I start teaching, it clicks..
I come back if its gone well I enjoy the night...and I enjoy teaching
adults...I really do.

How do vou wind down...because dancing gets into your whole system

So you come in at 10 how do you stop?

I drink about 5 cups of tea...and watch the T.V. And when I hit the

pillowe...'out?....I never have sleepless nights.

Coming back to the conflict in your Pastoral work...It is like those
J.P's who for the first time meet and only meet that 5% of the feckless

and the criminal and the layabouts.... so they become depressed because

they think the whole of society is like that...You appear to have

adapted to that by emphasising the positive aspects of your work.

If T hadn't I would have given up teaching. And T needed the job and I
was going to sell the house because it would get 2 great deal of money
now and we could have sold it and bought & house and we could live on
his wage I couldn't face coming back...And I thought ""I'm coming

this year...and I am going to enjoy it.....I am going to enjoy it..."
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Because if you are coming in...as I was on a Monday morning,
and looking forward to Friday night...that's no way...l couldn't
stand that. I mean I am 45 I have another 10 years to do I must,

we couldn't manage without my salary you see. To

o]

ay for the
house...It's not the most important thing..I am not materialistic...
but T do love it...I am very thrilled with the house that we have
built but...if necessary...and I hate the job I will be out. It is
not fair to stay in.

I can't imagine you not enjoying teaching?  You appear to have so

much vibrancy and bouyvancy....l can't even imagine g problem getting

on top of you?

I find it difficult to keep up with the modern trends. I am old
fashioned. I feel that Gillian has a terrific background...I

can't put into words like I could. I feel a lot for a thing dbut

I can't put into words possibly what Gillian could, about the

feeling of all that P.E. does. I can't put that into words. I

would say that my background academically and verbally in being

able to express what I think about P.E.....J find difficult...but

I could ghow it by just doing it. I feel that there is a problem...

it strikes me forcably that because of this problem when they

brought it in that you've got a terrific grading system in teaching,
it's become the thought that "well he gets paid for it let him do it."
And unless they are getting paid for this job they are not prepared

to give that amount of time. And I know that it happened here. &nd I
know that Tan was very disappointed about getting his

now it really did...lt has affected me this year you see. He has a strong
and positive way when he is speaking...You think "Oh yes he is right.."
and he said that he didn't want us to feel that we should have to

do practices..it was up to us...but I went back home and I sat and
thought and thought...."this is ridiculous...there's no way 1 can

stand on that principle.”

That was to pull out of all vour commitments? .

Yes, and he walked in...and it was me that all the say in front of
the Head about all what are you going to do and look at the periods
you have dropped down,..and all this you see...and I was being like

Tan's mouth pieces...at least I felt I was..and when I got home I
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broke my heart. It was totally against my nature. Totally

aniken to my thought because whatever happens 1 think it is the

kids that are most important...The children = this is what we

are here to teach. I can't strike and do this sort of thing...

And I felt that T had turned against what I had really thought.
And I went to see the Head. And he went to apologise. "I really

am Very sorry....." He was super about it...because I was so

upset I couldn't have gone to bed that night. I was terrible.

I've never been so upset hefore. It wasn't that I was frightened

of greasing round the head or anything like thet. I just thought,
the impression he got of me was just alien to my character because

I just didn't feel that at all. And I thought no matter what anyone
else is getting...I'm getting a scaled post and I feel that I have
to justify it and there's no way if anyone feels that strongly about
their job they should get out. And I can't come into this school and
accept a scale three as I've got and not to justify its existence by
doing what we must do in the P.E. field which is I think to these
out of school activities....because you get more satisfaction out

of them that you sometimes do in teaching a class.

I felt that T could do more in one weeks camp or Y.H.A. expedition

than a whole vear of some class teaching.

Yes, tremendous yes. I took the children away on an Outdoor Activity
course to Y.M.CcAo It was a cottage...and it was only £2.50 & day...
all in...all your food, all the equipment and all the activities.

You had to cook your own food, And I got in touch with the Authority...
they said I could...they said I could go because I was taking my
husband, my 1ittle boy and his friend...aend I wasn't taking like a
mixture from school because the facilities were funny. Only one
toilet...and one shower. For everybody and there were 15 so you can
imagine. It was a scruffy place when we got there., But a begutiful
spot to be in. And we had a tremendous week. When they saw the

inside of the cottage, I could see the look of disappointment by the
look in their eyes...Because it was scruffy. But after one hour...
they never looked bhack. I took 11 children from the school..and we had
a fabulous week and I really felt I knew them by the end. There was

a fantastic atmosphere at night because they all came into the lounge...
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and could do anything they liked., They played all the o0ld fashioned
family games we didn't have to organise them. Party games..that sort
of thing...'murder' 'spin the plate' and that sort of thing. And we
had a super party on the last night. We had ghost stories round a
log fire.,..Then we had to leave the lights on all night because
they couldn't get to sleep. That's the side I love to do with them,
I find a lot of satisfaction in taking the children away. I took
three different lots of children away in the mini buses last year
with my deputy.....le's tremendous. lie'll go with me...even if P.

or B, don't want to go then (Deputy) will go. We introduce children
to Youth Hostelling...because their parents may not let them go on
their own. But if they go with us they they are allowed to. And then
there is the follow-up,two lots of boys followed up and they did

one on their own...and I helped the girls to plan another one,

this summer and they went off on their own..Now that gives me
satisfaction, They come here and say "We are going to plan....."
"and what do we do?" I know that it is only 12 children, out of my
year .....and there are 300 in the year...but I don't care, twelve

have got the message.

Can I come back to the confrontation that there has been? This has

come through very clearly. People have been very trusting about

this one...l don't really understand it, When I spoke to I.B. four

years ago...clearly I got the impression that the place was booming,

There was so much that was going on. Children were coming into school

very egrly on a morning, Saturday and Sunday....lt was rolling so hard and fast.

And clearly I was impressed by Ian B. himself. We had an hours conservation,

He knew precicely where he was going...and I haven't heard a murmer against

him, Universally respected....lNow there has been this collision...and 1

don’t understand what the collision was about? You still have, in the

school a fair amount of time to P,E. with certain exceptions...there

are two doubles throughout the school. Lﬁome correction given at this

. \ 1 . ] Ly
point) So there is more to it than loss of curriculum?

It was the loss of the Scale. He was promised a Scale 5 by the Head
in the old days where it was 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. He was appointed here on

a heooand he was hoping to get to 5. Now I don't honestly feel that
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they were able to give him one. I think this is genuine. I really

do feel that the Head was in 2 spot. Mind you I think that Jan
probably deserved a 5....beyond any other person in the town....
because of what he was able to do. I think he put terrific

pressure on everybody. I mean you felt guilty if you had o dinner
time or break off really. A dinner time or an evening off...He was
after one of these full one days sports...now this was a school
where they weren't even used to having matches and socialising
afterwards, and entertaining afterwards...We just played matches.

I was quite used to the idea of having six or seven teams as we

did on Saturday mornings and each team tsking their opposite

nunber irn and have sandwiches snd tea or orange juice or whatever.
And T thought he ghould have built it up in that way....we had

a day and it was O0.K. but the children weren't ready for it...

It would have been a fantastic idea...But I think that he should
have started gradually. He wanted a full day of sport....hsd three

or four netball teams, a rugby team from another school a football
team and & swimming team and a badminton team...end they all came
over and they all played, And then there was going to be like a disco,
In the hall, a disco in the Youth Club afterwards and a swim and that
sort of thing. I think it is still a very good idea...but I felt that
there was a terrific presswe. And I honestly began to wonder whether

we were pressurising for the school or whether it was for Tan.

I can share this with vou but at the time I wondered if it wasn't all

self asgrandisement. But there was no doubt in mv own mind that it was

payving off for the childrene.o..

It was fantastic...they had a terrific standard. Now hew he will
Justify dropping out I will never know. Now Liza came, there's a

lot of personal things as well, I knew Liza when ghe first came out

of college. And she shared a flat with another girl. And she happened
to be on the County Hetball team. That's why I got to know her friend,
R. and they had trouble over the flat and through N. they came over
and stayed with me. And then it became very mutual respect for each
other because they were tremendous to me; Liza and D. looked after P,
My husband went contracting on these three years....so he was away for

a Tortnight at a time. Therefore for me to do County Netball I relied

on people like that to look after Paul. She looked af'ter Paul a terrific
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amount. I got on ever so well with her...and with Ian as well.

I have great respect for them both. And I was really thrilled

when they pot together. Then I came to work with them, Then it
changed. I knew both sides. I taught Ian's wife before it

happened. I knew L. and I knew her busband...it was quite

difficult. Never did T tell tales or anything...just kept on

the outside. We are not very soccially consciocus at home, we

have ouwr friends....we don't socialise a lot...and money doesn't
mean a fantastic amount so long as I've got my home and my family
its....We are the sort of people who other people go and come back
to...I'm one of the people who is alweys there...we don't go away.

I like the town. 1 enjoy my friends. I have z circle of friends
here. I would move but I am quite happy here. (background of

family links past and present). When Liza and Ian got established...
they got 2 social...then we didn't become one of their friends...and
it was difficult. And then we got like P. and D...you know they got
a little clique..they are very nice with me...but I feel that I'm on
another plane really. I feel & bit 0ld fashioned..lI'm not with it.

I feel ocut of it because I'm older,

I've got the feeling that vour enthusiasm has taken the place of his

co—ercion. That might be both unfair to him because there is a sense in

which if there were a young probationer coming I think that they would

steamrollered by the dynamism of this particular personality. I'm not

so sure that's a good thing. You have to gllow people to spread their

own wings. It must be a marvellous school to come into in your first

vear but also quite friechtening...As I've got it now, he said, "I'm

finishing....and he gave his staff freedom to please themselves whether

they continued with out of school.....l take it that some of his colleggues

Just pulled out at that point. This would be about two years ago?

T

Tt must be three yvears ago I suppose. So he stopped pretty well,...50

the whole department which was rolling so fast, just disintegrated....

because the leadership was missing. Now it seems as though his co-ercion
has been replaced by your enthusiasm. Now then, comparing the P.E. as it

was rolling then with what it is now.,..it really is a most important

piece of the school's history.,.where is it now compared to where it was?

1'd say that the standard generally is lower....It went down,
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I've got the impression that vou can't keep thesgse people AoWNh.....

No, T think it is on the way up now.

s..0.and it won't be long before it will be very healthy again....

Yes...I don't think that it will reach the peak. I think that it is
going up again fairly quickly. Peggy is doing..you see Peggy came

over and got very enthusiastic in her basketball...and she has worked
very hard. She has a very nice mamner with children and she is building
that side up. I've kept on with the netball because I felt that I
should and Y run as many teams as I feel able to. But I'm involved
this time with The Fiddler...we are putting a musical on and I am
doing the dance far that...well unfortunately I feel a 1little
stratched at the moment because I'm doing....Monday lunch time I'm
doing Fiddler practice, Monday night I do Fiddler practice, Tuesday
lunch time I take netball, Tuesday night netball matches, Wednesday
night I take netball, Wednesday night I do a badminton and table
tennis club for my own year, Thursday night I do a badminbton and

table tennis club for my own year, Thursdey night Fiddler, Friday
lunch time Fiddler, Friday night Fiddler, followed by a swimming

class staff and children..o...s0 I feel a bit pulled..l feel that

I'm not able to do my Year Job as well as I should...My year is not
being looked after as it should....l feel that I am not on the P.E.
much as I should....and I feel that I am not on the Fiddler as much

as I should.....It is Jjust a case of wait til Christmas then I'1l1l take
a deep breath,..and I'll concentrate on P.E. and the Year. I'm
stretched too much at the moment... It's just this few weeksSe.s..

We've got six weeks to put this production on,..and it will get

faster and faster....We'll be in on Sunday nights....Sundey afterncons..
We'll be in from 6 = 8 you know...to put it on. The production will bhe
great when it is on, We did My ¥Fair Lady last year and it was tremendous.
And I enjoy veing part of that...because you see another batch of
children you see....fou see children I never met in the P.E. world...
missing all that talent on their singing side. So it is terrific.

So 1 love this side. And I've bheen stretched a bit doing this dancing.
I haven't choreographed it...1've looked at a £ilm and taken bits from
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ite...made up other bits and pieces myself but I've had to work
guite hard at times in order to get it ready for the children

coming in. So I feel a bit pushed., But I feel that it is my duty to
do as many clubs and as many things as T can with the children...and
to try and fix in pastorally...try to do the year. I do a lot with
the year that I've got. So this year I'm doing 3rd year netball...

Srd year badminton....table tennis you see,..That sort of thing.e..

You are in a classical conflict situation, It doesn't mean that you

are necessarily under stress but it does mean that are uneasy about

where vou give yvour limited time....to P.E. or Pastoral or any other

competing 'duby’ see.s.ls the P.E. counter productive as far as the

Q
Postoral work is involved?

No, I think that it fits in very well. You get to know the children.
It will be the 3rd year that I take Youth Hostelling, It will be

the 3rd year that I do a Theatre Club with.....the 3rd year that I do
rambles with...a few more and a few more, I get to know the bad ones
and I get to know the interested ones and I get to know more and
more. There are 275 children in our year. Ian is very good because

he tries to give me my year..makes sure that I get quite a lot with
the year. We have assembly to do and the other work to do in with

your P.E. work.

(explained Diary)

You are very much locked into Hucklebrough. I have the feeling that
yvou are devoted to Hucklebrough. It is not just that you like Hucklebrough

you feel VerVeeooso

It's the people....lt's the people I like. It's the people I've met,

Yes, T like the people., I've got a lot of good friends. I talk %o

other people...they say...l don't like to go into town and meet anyone.

I mean if I feel fed vp I need only to go up to town and I meet so many
people...l come back and feel on top of the world. And T like to go into

a shop where they say "hello.." and I know the people...l know the butcher
very well., I know the people at the bread shop...l've gone so many yearse
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At the Grocery they have known me since I was four...They have
seen me grow up and I saw them going into...they were heroes

to me they were g2l in the Army and things I was 7...8 when I
first knew them...they were going in the army...l lived through
the war...l was seven when the war started. So the war had a

big impact on me.,.my own father and brother went away and there
was only bum snd I...left at home. 4nd we were at the Art school
then. So I had the influence of an Art influence and I did Music,
which I find helpful in P.E. later on...I did a lot of Scottish
dancing =snd English dancing before I went to college. I played
County Hockey and Metball and did keep fit a bit. I played for

ny P.E. mistress to do her Keep Fit classes...that was when I

was first introduced to Keep Fit. I go on courses regularly

I try always to go on courses. That's why I feel I've failed a
little in the last few years. I try to keep up to date...you know

I went on a lot of netball courses. I went to learn how to do
tramspoline. I didn't do any trampoline at college. I've taken

a badminton award...just receuntly...l had a real patch where

I thought it is gbout time I pushed my badminton up...l went

into a badminton course...l went into a table tennis course.

I failed the club coaching award..only in tactics..you see I
haven't played badminton to any level myself. So I passed

all the little bits...(examples given)....but when it came to
tactics I failed. I passed the E.S.B.A. Teacher's Award for that
and it was no provlem...Table tennis I am not really any good at.

I did a course on it...and I can teach more basic stuff. Trampoline
T am a bit werried about. I can coach it up to Forward Somersault
Backward Somersault...but I can't take children beyond that...I

get quite worried and I feel that now that is a problem. I feel
that I should be able to do it...Now in swimming I went and got

ny A.S.A. teacher's before I went to college. I probably should
have taken that again...but I do feel that I know sufficient about
swimming to cope with the swimming. Netball I'm 0.K. on. Basketball
I've had to sort of pick up. I did a basketball course years ago with
Colbeck here. And I was teaching three nights and going to something
on the fourth night. Keep fit on Monday, Netball on Tuesday and
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Ballroom dancing for my sins on a Wednesday....and I went to basketball
on the Thursday and Scottish Dancing on the Friday. Those were the
days when you were keen, That's why I find it difficult when the
youngsters come out...you know I can't get over the fact that there
is not so much done now. And there isn't in the P.E. world outside.
You don't get the people going in for towrnaments and things outside.
I know because I'm not going in for it. We haven't entered a tournament
on a Saturdsy...l've entered a tournament for the first time for two
years., We did until two years ago...and I thought "Why should I be
flogging on to taking them on to Saturdays?..but then my conscience
got hold of me...I had the 3rd years and I thought, "Oh I can't not
put them in the tournament so we went on Saturday.....but Gillian
went with me which was terrific. We run our Keep Fit and I love
Summer School. Now I have done a lot of training in Keep Fit.

I've learnt a lot of background to Movement through the Keep Fit
because J.B, is tremendous...at Wearport Poly. Fantastic. So she did
the training course you see. When I've been at National I've always
kept my mouth closed and my ears open and I learned a lot. I feel

a jack of all trades and I'm master of absolutely none. I'm probably
the most highly qualified in Keep Fit on anything yet it is the least
suitable for school....there were 70 there. I find Keep Fit hard in
school because you haven't got this enthusiasm...the kids haven't got
this enthusiasm, When you are teaching adults....they have paid to
come.l would like to have gone back to teach in a college early on
...and I applied far a post at (college named) I didn't get short
listed. I mean it was a cheek...l had only been teaching three years.
And then through Keep Fit I got involved with somebody from the Art
of Movement Studio., Bhe said "You should have gone". I would never
never get in there. I thought you had to be fantastic to get in there.
I always felt that I should have gone. But when I got down there I
didn't really know whether it was really quite my scene.

T am sure that you would have done them a lot of good

esoool can't imagine me getting all 'movy...and getting all intense

and dramatic. So I don't think...I had a fantastic confidence at the
time. But I always say...always @o what you want to do. Let's be honest.
If I had really wanted to go, nothing would have stopped me. So I knew
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that T wasn't 100% sure. I was only 90%. If it had been the

vear before I would have gone.

End of Recarding

Teacher's response to transcript letter (Appendix &)

1.

2,

What I believe is worth fighting far.

1.

To establish the status of P.E. as a necessary part of
the development of the student.

2, To ensure that the students have 2 reslisztic amount of
P.E. on their timetable.
3, To ensuwre a wide range of activities are available and to
have both the staff and the facilities and equipment to do
them.
4o To create an involvement of both staff and students
in Qutdoor Pursuits.
5. To utilise 21l the staff's abilities, skills and strengths
to foster the interests of the students.
6. To keep the teaching group to a reasonable size for the
activity so that individual coaching is more possible,
7. To make P.E. an enjoyable activity! Try to ensure that
all students have an interest in one aspect of leisure pursuvits.
What are the major obstructions which prevent or restrain you from

achieving your professional objectives,

1,

Attitudes of Heads of School and Faculty Heads B0 the status
of P.E.

Difficulty in having sufficient lessons on T/T. Many students
take languages and so need to drop other subjects to fit into
T/T. P.E. is usually the chosen one, to drop.

Often it is felt that F.E. staff can cope with large numbers -
have to fight to ensure small groups.

The increasing trend for senior students to have outside jJobs
during the evenings and on Satwdays hinder the choosing of
the 'best' team.

The inf'luence of Television and Youth Clubs often makes the

students gspectators rather than active participants
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Difficulties as a P.E. teacher.

1

©

7o

Difficult to maintain constant drain on energyl!

(sign of 0ld zge) in giving up after school time and

week ends,

Maintenance of good ‘'kit'! standards

Maintenance of reliable attendance after school hours =
often parents do not give encburagement - sometimes

prefer children to concentrate on academic studies,
Continual necessity of maintaining equipment and

checking on numbers etc. - Must never forget to

count amount of balls used etc.

To makc carrect declsion on children from taking
part in lesson.

To keep a continual up to date account of children's ailments
so that you have a sound knowledge of probtlem of individual.
Communication problem in reaching children quickly for

messages and meetings,

Advantages of the Grammar/Technical/Modern School

1.
2.
3
o

Smaller groups in each year - only 500-700 in whole school.
Able to know all children within the school,

More individuality

Vhole school would hear results of competition etc. much

more pride in representing the school. Older children knew
younger pupils.

As a teacher, it was rewarding to teach the children throughout
the school and see development

Less Truancy

Less time spent in checking registers etc. as staff knew

class groups.

8. Because of full school assemblies, everyone knew what was
happening in the school and were aware of activities taking
place.

9 Less discipline problems

Disadvantages

1. Facilities sometimes poorer. No sportshall/swimming pool.

2

Grammar School tended to have stronger teams - but in the

latter year this proved untrue.
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3, Unable to give such a variety of activities.

Advantages of Comprehensive System

1.
2,

3
Lo

More facilities, equipment.

Loyer Department giving better range of skills. Staff able to
concentrate on stronger subjects = children have the benefit
of achieving a higher standard in a wider range of sports.
Should be a2 wider range of out of school activities.

Should be a stimulus to work hard and pull together with

e large department,

Sportshall excellent for older pupils - great to have such a

large indoor area.

Disadvantages

1.
20

30

Lo

Large numbers

Large site, travelling between schools less discipline -
opportunity for children to simply walk away from school,
Double lessons - long time for swimming in particular.

I seem to think a little more often is better

Harder to get to know children and where they belong as

you so often teach groups from varying forms - 1 concentrate
on the name and find the form difficult to learn.
Communication problem. Much more difficult to get notes
around especially if there is an emergency e.g. match

cancellation,
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Really in many ways 1t is = pity that you hed your injury because

it would have been better starting this with the comprehensive set

up. In other words starting it two years a2go becausge the programme
educationally has chenged so much over the last two years since

this word comprehensive became common usage especially in Hucklebrough
that there haove heen guite drsmetic changes from then, I don't think
there will be guite the dramatic changes over the next few years in
that the settling in period is over and people are finding out which

dog bites which other dog and what the hierarchy is.

Has the bitterness of re-organisation died down or still felt deeply

by the peceple whe got hurt?

Yes, I suppose there gre the odd one or two people who feel really
sensitive,...there are one or two cases but I would have thought

in the majority of cases everybody came out of it better. e.g. David
Ogkes at Callely, Howard Brady at Gargrave.....these lads only

had three or four years and now they are on scale 4 head of dept.

It just so happened that because of re-orgenisation people like

.. who was Department Head of a Grammar School, T.D. who was
head of Callaly, they decided that because 1t was going
comprehensive, now was the time to get ouvt of P.E. and think of
something else whilst the jobs were going....So they did which
left a lot of gaps in the P.E. for these young lads to come in
and a lot of people did very well out of this sort of thing., This
new word "Pastoral" came into being.....take s chep like Peter
here, ilow Peter didn't want to leave the school but I think he
nrobably realised at the bottom of him that because I had more
experience and had done the job in both schools that I was likely
to get the job ag Head of Dept. had I applied for it. So Peter
hed to think whether to apply for another Head of Dept.at ancther
Comprehengive or come into this sort of set up., .And he had obviously
had words with the headmaster, and this new word "Pastoral" had

come into being and hesdmasters sav 1t in different ways sud Peter
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ended up as Head of Year. Now as it happens he is doing a very
good job with it, but at the time...pastoral...they didn't even
know what it was....it is a scale 4 job. There are 4 people
there on scale 4 who would never have got 2 Head of Dept.

In the P.E. world in Hucklebrough what s

e_the scalings like?

Poor. I feel a bit hard done bw because I see people who have
similar sort of experience in scale 5. What happened in
Hucklebrough was that the Heads designate got together and
decided that they would not make the Dutch Auction for P.E.

men in the town they would all advertise Heads of Depts. on

Scale 4 and those scale 4's would never be improved under any
circumstances. There is a story here concerned with Alan Bates
Head of Aiden. A. is Head of Dept. there and before we went
comprehensive A. was promised a 5 by his Headmaster and then the
comprehensive set up came and the heads agreed this so his
Headmaster couldn't go against the other headmasters and so he
didn't get it and then he was promised a Head of Department
plus....was a dog by any other name on a file which the Autharity
wouldn't allow through with the result that A. is now getting out
of P.E. as soon as he can find another alternative job because

he realises he is not going to get any further. One of the things
I'm starting to kick ageinst...well my attitude is..not at the
moment,..but could be...I am on a scale 4 and not going to go
any higher. There are no prospects and very few scale 5 jobs
elsewhere in the country. I may as well sit back and do nothing...
it is a hard thing to resist in many ways when you know you are
not going to get on....you think....this year we reised £750 on
a sponsored swim...l wanted a seiling dingy and we wanted & mini
bus and in the middle of it all which was a hell of a lot of
extra work I had a bit of trouble with some kids and I sat down
and reckoned up and I hed given goodness knows how many lunch
hours and evenings and it worked out to be 8 hours the actual
amount of time I had given up over that week....l said to the kids..
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"Go home and ask your father if he would go to work for
one day for no pey and see what he says. He would laugh

at you." I said, "Thet's what I'm doing over a week here
and when you look at it like that I think I must be
crackers because I'm not going to get any further". Nobody
is going to think any better of me....the headmaster just
said "Right, justeocc..

All the incentive has g
hasn't it?

one as far as your career is concerned

Well, money is not everything...it is z very nice incentive.
But T don't know I am in the process of thinking this one out
and wondering what to do. My attitude as far as out of school
activities has alweys been the same...Il don't know whether you
recall this from my City deys but I reckon that out of school
activities is the cream on the cake...lt is not as many people
in this school seem to think, part of the P.E. job....you know
a8 lot of people think that if I am not running out of school
activities I am not doing my job. I say that's a load of
rubbish....l do them because....l do rugby particularly because
someone did it for me. And I got a lot out of rugby and I would
like to put something back. But not because I have to....not
because it is part of my job. I say "You are not interested in
games are you"?.....You don't run a Chess Club and you are a maths
teacher...you don't run a glider club or a science club"...and
they say "But that's not the job" so I sgy "But I don't have to
do this". It is very difficult for people to realise this and
accept it but they are accepting it in this school, because I
have probably made my mark go far too much and been a bit
forceful, but that is my attitude to it and I am in the process
of thinking where my future lies in this sort of job. It is
in P.E. there is no doubt about that but as far as progress
salarywise "do I say well I'll never go beyond scale L or do

I think of combining P.E. with some sort of pastoral work.
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Vhen you are arguing and discussing with colleagues where does
this resistance come from?

It is not a particular resistance, it is a personality resistance
in many weys, who, generally from the o0ld school, see education
as being acedemic and P.E., as being an out of school activity
for teams. P.E. is not an education, you don't actually teach
P.E. you just run teams, I am having a particular problem at
the moment with the 5th year....over the last two years of
comprehensive school we have had difficulty with 5th year kids
and T think everybody has....moreso with P.E. because you ask
them to bring something in order to teach them. If they don't
bring that equipment then you can't teach them...you are in
difficulty. I have always assumed and we were always told by you
and Max at college that 99% of the kids like P.E. but this is not
80 now this is what I find. I would say that 75-80% of the kids
like P.E. but there is a good % who don't like it...when I say
don't like it, they den't like being given a general education
in P.E....they might like particular things like playing table
tennis or bedminton...but when you are taking a whele form and
you try to teach them soccer or rugby they just forget the kit
and that's it...You can punish them for ever and a day and it
doesn't make much difference. So I have to accept in many ways
that there is quite a laerge % especially in the 5th yeer who
have an aversion to P.E. and this next years 5th will be an
option. I will get a group who say as far as I am concerned I
want to do 4 periods P.E., every week.....one afternoon's P.E.

I don't think an afternoon is a good idea, having L lessons is
far toc long. But that is the only way they can fit it into

the system so now we are getting to the stage where kids are
opting for P.E. Are we going to teke it lower down the school?
Are we eventually going to get a system where it is completely
optional?

Would that wo ou?
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No. Not at all, I would sooner, and I would say this about education
generally....say to the kids, "Come to school if you want"and you
would have very few problems, because they would say initially,
"Oh great not being at school" and then they would get the mecsage
and would be fighting to get in. I think there are one or two
kids who you have lost long ago because of parental influence.

Sey in the swimming...we have a lovely swimming bath there and
when we were at school we would have killed each other to get

into that pool but we have kids who regularly forget their kit

who don't want to swim so you sperd an awful lot of time cajoling
them, caning them, doing what you will to try and get them to
swim, Girls particularly.....unfortunately we have mixed swimming
although I don't see any reason why we shouldn't but some of the
girls get a little bit embarrassed in the 3rd year about being bigger
but they still wear bikini so I don't accept this argument...it's
just a good excuse as far as I am concerned....but you get the
system of the 3rd year girls where they have more periods in a
month than anyone else and this sort of thing...well it's just a
good excuse...but I think there is something to be said for
saying, "It's free and you come if you want or you option for it"
then we would have very few problems.

I shall be interested to see what the results are next year once
it becomes optional. I have always taken the line that sport is
there to be opted into not there because you are obliged to do it.

It seems to me that this is an honest response to a real situation.
What is going to happen to those who opt out?

It involves the school system of Year Heads. Every year has a male
head of year and a female second in command and they deal with any
probleme in their year. As it happens Peter is head of 3rd year.
The 5th year were a problem last year and the next 5th year head
said "we can't go on with the present system we will devise a
system where they can opt for various things and we can deal with
the different types of pupil." Unfortunately he antagonised me
because his system was mainly a P.E. system and I said that within
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my P.E. scheme I cater for all those things as best we can. In
other wards you are trying to tell me...he was trespassing on to
P.E., territory. So eventually we came to some sort of compromise
where the 5th year will now have g specisl place to go...huts
across the yard and they wlll be given a number of activities to do
and staff to do them with,....digging old folks gardens...car
maintenance etc. They also see it as part of an activities
afternoon where we take them out on visits...it may be if we can
get the groups small enough they will go for an af'ternoon rock
climbing, the army youth people will come in and take them away
to do various things. This is more towards the non-academic.

We still have what you might term the remains of the grammer
school people down at Breakwater who will contimue with a more

academiceosone

I got the impresgion from the others that although it is called

a comprehengive school, there is still a division, that except
for the younger end there is still a fairly selective group....

academic down at the old Grammar school and the non-academic tends
to be in this and Drakes Field.

This has to be so. Because when we went comprehensive those
children who were already in a grammar school had been given

an undertaking by the authority that they would be given a

grammar school education. When we went comprehensive you couldn't
say to those children, "You are not getting a grammar school
education" so we are now working those children out of the school
s0 that the 1lst 2nd and 3rd year forms in the school are the truly
comprehensive forms. It so happened that the Grammar School was
down there and the grammar school types stayed down there so we
have three forms there which are grammar school forms and two which
were the Drake's Field Sec. Mod. forms and the rest up here, so we
have got this quite large division of children in the selected

groups.

This 'Year He

Hucklebrough?

ad' structure, does it run through
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No, the system varies. At the moment I don't think anyone uses
the vertical system, I think all of them are horizontal systems

because many of the comprehensives are not on the same site.

How do you imagine the present Lth yegr that is going into this
system will react? How meny will opt into P.E. and how many will
opt out?

I+ will be a voluntary thing in that there will only be two
members of staff available to take the groups. So naturally
they are restricted to about 20 boys and 20 girls...That is

a very small preoportion of a 5th year...in actual fact it does
not work out like that because they have two afternoons and half
of the 5th year have P.E. activities on one afternoon and half
on gnother. It will wark out that about 80 partake. We are not
saying that it must be exactly 20 1t could be up to 30...we don't
really know. However I imagine with the present 4th year who are
not a very good year that we will have about 75% opting for P.E.

I would be happy with that, will you?

It depends on the reasons for opting for P.E. If it is used as
the least of all the evils then I wouldn't be happy with it...
this is something you have to determine. There are some who are
going in because they are soceer players and nothing else....they
don't want to do anything else...l wouldn’t be happy...in other
words I wouldn't want them doing 5 a side football for a whole
year. It has to be a teaching commitment, So I don't see it as
an easy option where they come and somebody sits in the gym and
they play 5 a side....l want them taught. The other scheme was
simply a look after scheme as I call it....the chap who was running
it thought "well if the swimming pool is empty we will send a few
in if they fancy a dip" and "if the sports hall is empty they can
play 5 a side.

Baby minding?
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Baby minding if you like! I said, "no' - "if we are going to have
a group for P.E. we want them every week we want the same ground
over the whole year and we'll find a balanced programme for them."
In fact we have got that, and they will be taught.

I shall be interested to see that!

This works out for the whole school., We have 3 terms. We assume

the autumn term will be 15 weeks, the spring term 12 and the

summer term 12. The first term of the firsgt year will be 3 weeks
soccer, 3 weeks rugby, 3 weeks soccer 3 weeks rugby then 3 weeks
dance then they also have a whole year swimming and a movement period
continmued over the whole year...l do a movement theme e.g. flight, and
an apparatus theme so it's quite simple. By the time they get to the
3rd year we use a block and option system where we have & block of
activities and more exotic ones like badminton, trempolining, roller
hockey, volleyball..they are taught the basics of those so by the
time they come to the 4th year, that block then becomes an option,

so you have the same things with options. 8o for three weeks we

say to them "Out of these activities, which would you like to do?"
And then we improve on them and then we get another block system
coming with more exotic sports sub-aqua, circuit training, weight
training, and so on. So by the time they reach the 6th form it is
all options.

Do _you have the staff to do it?

It depends...unfortunately we are being a little bit stimied now
with the likes of P.E.A. saying, "You need paper gqualifications"
Now do you need paper qualifications to teach the basics.....l
wonder...I can teach the basicsof trampolining quite safely. He

is the adviser for the B.A,0.L.P.E. on safety. And he is absolutely
daft on it. He produces circulars without mumber, on safety, which
you have more or less to confarm to. I had that year at Carnegie
and I came out and I had various things.....he sent a circular
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round about trampolining. And I said "As far as I am concerned

I have been to one of the best colleges in the country for P.E.
and have taught P.E. for a number of years surely I must be
regarded as a safe P.E. teacher in various activities...l don't
need certificates to say," I may as well have gone to the
national bodies and got certificates as do that....He said "Unless
you have certificates...a piece of paper....or unless I come to
see you and give you the 0.K. then you are not covered." I
objected to that. I didn't want P.E.A.'s certificate. T had a
certificate from Carnegie which is bloody hard to get, there was

a lot of friction there. And there still is. And I still won't go
and get a certificate from him. You can't teach swimminz unless
you have a Bronze Life Saving Certificate. You can't teach
trampolining unless you have got a National Body or P.E.A's
certificate....and so it goes on....well where do you stop?

You can't do golf...you can't do modern educational gymnastics
unless you were trained in them....Sailing, another one., You
have to have a special certificate for sailing...out of school
activities, away from the school environment I can see the special
diffieulties on perhaps mountains that you are not used to and
this sart of thing.

It creates particular difficulties doesn't it?

I have to ask people coming in if they have special qualifications
in swimming before I dare put them on swimming.

So, & probationer coming along can't help you in swimming unless
she has got bronze?

No, and you couldn't leave her on her own in the baths because if
there was an accident you are in trouble. I can see the point, of
gqualifications for such things as sailing, canoeing, rock-climbing,
fell-walking, where you are away from the school environment, But
anything within the school environment, swrely you can do it...
Athletics is another one, throwing events...you are not allowed to
do any throwing events. We got a very strong one about throwing
events and we ended up last year not doing any throwing events
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because I daren't let people loose. Now this year I have had
to take all of the first years myself and say

(Recording at this point lost)

I teach the basics to kids. I put a tennis racket in their hands
and say "Did you like that?" I put them in a boat and take them
for a sail round and say "Do you like it?" and they say "Yes" so
I tell them that the next stage is to join a elub ar come back
next year and we’ll go round at a higher level next year, but
you reach a stage where I can't teach you beyond the basics and
you have got to go to a club, We have a kid now in the school
who is a National Athletics champion. She is a sprinter...Now
she hasn't dorne it with me...we have two lads who are County
champions at golf...they haven't done it with me....They come
into my lessons and have a knock about, but they go to the clubs
and they become National champions. The same with swimming...we
have one ladecos..

And you are happy with that arrangement as it stands now?

Very happy. My Jjob is to give these kids an introduction to as
many activities as I can in a shortest time that I can and then
hand them out to the experts. I am not an expert in anything...

I am a jack of all trades...l know a little bit more about rugby
than perheps most but I am gquite content to know a little bit
about everything and pass that little bit on to the kids...and say
to the kids, "I am not an expert, I can only take you so farc...
if you enjoy it go to the clubs." The school provide the
facilities...archery, fencing, we get some equipment and let them
have a go, providing we can do it safely, and then go on. How
many kids are going to buy a fencing set and say "I don't like
this" and throw it away. This is how I see the job and when I
get something like that from an Adviser who is supposed to be on
my 8ide I am very perturbed indeed. When you loock down this

list here the mind boggles. What annoyed me a little bit on top
of that was that I went back to my tutor at Carnegie who is in
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of the supplementary course with (named tutor) but unfortunately

the Frincipal just won't back you up on this. He just says if

they haven't got the certificate, that's it. He won't have a

course that is designed towards certificates and yet he won't

back you up and say this man is trained to do P.E. no matter

what. The supplementary course was a waste of time as far as

I was concerned in many ways....it didn't turn out like that

because I met D.S. and learned a hell of a lot in many ways

about P.E.....How to teach P.E.....How you deal with people and
kKids....to me that was worth it. But when I come out faced

with this sort of problem then I say if I had gone to the

National Bodies and done two ar three months at each one and

got various certificates...bits of paper....l wouldn't have been
half as well off as regards knowledge but I would have been better
off as regards jobs to be able to say....l have an A.S.A. certificate,
a ski certificate..... That's what is happening with you at college.

We don't gzo for many National certificates. We do swimming, A.S.A.
R.L.S.S. we do Badminton, tennis, trampolining in some cases.

This is one of P.E.A's certificates with his own name on for
services rendered to trampolining. What makes me query it is his
qualification to judge anybody else. In other words he is now
sayling that if you teach trampolining you will have no cover from
the L.E.A. I simply say my union will cover me and in any case my
college will back me up as being a competent teacher of P.E, I can
produce a certificate to say I am a competent teacher of P.E. But
apparently that is not enough. The crux of the matter is whether
you are for approved practicecc.... if you can prove that you

have followed approved practice...in other words if you have taught
the leading up stages and pointed out the safety elements, you have
no problem if you have an accident., But if you ever got to the stage
where you haven't followed approved practice then the L.E.A. would
say he has no certificate to say he can do it; he hasn't followed
approved practice, we can't back him up and you end up in a law
suit....l can't afford £250,000, I have a wife and family...there's
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a football lads...5 a side...This is what does tend to happen.

I wonder if it is worth going on with throwing events.....wondering
like hell if anything will happen and hoping that there is not one
stupid enough toc.....even though you follow the approved practice.
I say to the staff, "Don't do throwing events, do a bit of running
round the track, where they can't hurt themselves” which is wrong.
Surely this is a problem at college. You are training people to
come out to face this problem and as you say you give them very
few certificates..,.they come out without a swimming certificate
and the first thing......They may be the best swimming teacher

in the warld, but because they haven't got a bit of paper...it

is a terrible situation really...it is getting P.E. done away

with and it is pushing it more towards the clubs who are prepared
to take the riske or have different cover because the kids don't

have to go.

This is a criticel time for P.E., = It is being re-defined.

This has happened over the last two years. I did my supplementary
year prior to comprehensive schools and I came out thinking I was
very well qualified in P.E. I'd had the experience of a few years
in P.E, both as a head of dept. in a Secondary School and a Grammar
and I felt reasonably confident...I'd tried lots of activities which
I'd the basic knowledge of...I'd gore to Carnegie which was the
best gymnastic college in the country....Fortunately I got a very
good report off D.S. I got the Supplementary Student of the Year
Carnegie prize, which I felt very pleased about...Well, I'm not

the greatest but there is nobody better qualified than I am at

the present time and I feel that I can go ahead and do the job,

but T now wonder if it is warth doing. Is it worth setting myself
up. And when you say to the rest of the staff, "Now look I've got
this circular and I'm afraid we can't take trampolining and we
can't do swimming, avoid golf, all throwing events in athletics...
don't take any kids camping just in cese there's an accident..”
It's very difficult.



M.21/13

In Boys P.E. we have relied on willing amateurs...to run football
teams, to go camping and so on., Is that going to be out? With
these restrictions?

A very good example is in the school at the present time. The

R.E. man...and he is having a little bit of difficulty...he is

one of these mature students but having a little bit of

difficulty teaching, but he is a very good rock climber. He's

been in the Cairngorms, done winter climbing..he's very good.

He's taken students to Ponteland College...But he has nothing

on paper. And I say to him "I'm sarry Ken, you can't take them
out....you have nothing on paper. Until you get the approval of the
P.E, Adviser or Education Officer I'm sorry” This lad's mad keen.
And T know for a fact that the moment he takes kids out they will
respect him....he will have no more class problems. Now fortunately
he got the Principal of the college, of this Newcastle College to
write a2 note to say that he was a competent person and would the
authority accept this....And eventually they did. So now he can
take them out... But, I mean that lad has gone through a lot of
trouble....over a year to get some farm of qualification to take
them out. And many a person would say, "well fair enough I can

go out climbing myself, stuff the authority!..." But this lad was
mad keen to take the kids out.

Are the other Heads of P.E. Departments feeling the restrictions
in the same way as yourself?

Well I em surprised....l mean I kicked at the time. Here is an
example of the letter; which shows the sart of fuss I made at

the time. But a lot of the others simply went on the course and

got qualified which to me was the easy way out. 1 think that

this is the thin edge of the wedge. Now the P.,E, Adviser to me,

had got the best motives in the warld. He is trying to do the best
for P.E. Unfortunately, in my opinion I think he needs a P.R.
man,..you know he and I don’t really hit it off...I'm not frightened
of him. You know at one stage I might have been, but having been
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to Carnegie and decided that he is no better qualified than me.

I've been around nearly as long as he has. In fact I said to

him the other day, "Look you have been out of teaching too long"

He said, "Oh I teach every week....." T said "Look the last

time you were in a school was °57.' In fact he came to City and

gave us a lecture just after he had got the job in Hucklebrough.

I remember him coming. But one lesson & week is no substitute,

It's when you are here all the time...that's what is's about.

You know he doesn't like this being said to him. Well unfortunately
it is that way. I mean you are in the same boat. And you can't
help it. I mean you can't do two jobs. Alright I cannot tell

you what to do in trsining teachers,

The

permanency in the school, I agree, is cruc

If you do two good lessons a day I reckon you are doing pretty
well, Many a day, you know, I've gone through the day and.... "well
hell%..you know....l've just padded along there. I've just kept

on going = you know unprepared, and done things which on reflection
I shouldn't have done., Next day I've gone in and Oh...I've got

all 1st year for swimming today. Right I really organise and got
them going and at the end of the day 'cor...that was a splendid
job. And you know sometimes two lessons of the day come off and
you are lucky. Sometimes none of them come off. So if you are
teaching everyday and only two a day come off....where would he

be? I think that this is something he doesn't realise. He thinks
that everyone is going to be marvellous....no problem...,But when

I say the P.E.A. is doing his best for P.E....a case in point,
'Pirates'. Now we have all done Pirates..thank goodness, and got
away with it. I would be the first to admit that I enjoyed Pirates
when I was a kid. But I don't do it now. I'm on a hiding to
nothing doing it. But I have done it and I am the first to admit
it. 1 got away with it....I've been lucky. And sending a circular
out about that has done a lot of good. And I appreciate that.

It's made me realise that there are difficulties to the job and

that we ought not to leave any stone unturned.



M.21/15
Did he send a circular out about Pirates?

He did, yes. Here we are (He produced many documents relating

to the discussion of safety restrictions) documents on Safety in
Athletics, trampoline, golf, outdoor pursuits, pirates etec.

from the P.E. Organiser. Mr. D. considered that he was the only
teacher in Hucklebrough who'stood up to' the Local Authority
Adviser., He then went on to describe what he considered was a
'thorn in the flesh' namely the Youth Clubs. The system in
Hucklebrough is that we have 7 comprehensive schools. Now each
one of these comprehensive schools has a swimming pool, a Youth
Centre and a Sportshall as well as the normsl P.E. facilities.
Now also attached to each of the schools is a part-time teacher
who is Youth Tutor. Now he is responsible for a couple of sessions
of teaching in the week, depending on his subject, then a certain
number of evening sessions with amssistants below him. Now after
6.30 p.w. they have prior use of the sports hall, swimming pool,
playing fields and Youth Centre. So that if we want to do any
activities after 6.30 we would have to consult them. This is Dual
use facilities. Now I had experience of dual use facilities
prior to going comprehensive. We had a system whereby I said
"that's yours....that's mine" in separate cupboards locked so
that I do not arrive in the morning to find all my badminton
rackets smashed to bits. When I came in next morning...now
unfortunately on my particular site we bhave two youth centres.

No other school has two youth centres and two sports halls. Now
one I get on with very well, in that he is a trained teacher and
he realises the problems and keeps pretty fair control and we get
along very well, we share the plant but keep the apparatus
separate. Now the other one who is a trained Youth Leader....he is
just a bleeding nuisance. He's a youth warden., He does more with
the o0ld folk = and in my opinion gets all the yobboes in his
youth centre. Lets the kids in to smoke at lunch time...which
can cause a lot of problems. So he and I don't hit it off very
well. We have problems with the keys. Who will use what when...
causes problems on Saturdays...what markings in the hall will be,
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It all creates a lot of friction between the school staff and
those who use the centre and the P.E. facilities which must be
shared by the school. You will find at Fleetwith that there is
real friction between the Headmaster and the Youth Centre.
They had a problem with drugs and they called the headmaster
out in the middle of one night...and they have had problems
with the swimming pool....there was a lot of friction there.

The interview concluded with an emphasis on the friction that
exists between the Youth Tutor.
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It might be 2s well if vou took me very brieflv over the organisation

of P.E. in the school,

Tt varies from

anel decide. I had

e

errible fight with them to try and be

consistent in that all children, regardless of academic ability,
should get the same amount of FP.B. time. We haven't won with this
one because the band one in the 3rd.yr. get three periods, 2 and 1
against 2+1+1 of the others, Now for that single period rather than
Movement I insist on swimming. What I'm aiming ot is swimming right

across the year for three years at least: then an option swimming

14

)
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in the fourth year., Ve are finding some iculty with the Tourth
year girls who are opting out a little bit....dropped from Lth yr.

opting out to 3rd yr. they seem to be matwing a little bit earlier.(1)

You mean opting out of the swimmineg bit?

They eare bringing notes because they are having to swim with boys.

e have mixed swimming. I discount this excuse because they have to
grow up with boys....in the school atmosphere...l'd much rather pressure
them into accepting the idea., Generally speaking you will find that we
have a double games a single movement lesson, for want of a better ward,
and swinming for three years. Then in the fourth year we have a variety
of choice. The academic side (of the L4th year) get 2 periods and perhaps
2(because we have an option scheme) the rest of them get L periods.
Fifth year is somewhat similar to the fourth but it does vary from year

to year depending on the demands of the scademic subjects.

This academic band in the fourth vear, they will get 2 double period

and they might be able to get a further double if they so chooge frou

their options?

Yes, providing we think that they are acceptable (Z)e

What are the things that they can opt in or out from?

The options schemes varies again from year to year, It is a very
very complicated Options scheme., When I was drawn into it, I said 0.K.

I'm not happy about an options scheme. What you are saying is opt for
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P.E. against an academic subject and if it were my child I would
the acadenic subject and do your P.E. out of schocl,
You virtuslly eliminate the brighter child from P.B. and you end
b of yobbhoes who don't want to opt for an academic

subject. 1 had a terrible fight....

Did it work out that way?

No, What happened, we..for want of a hetter word, we've got o
Human llovement course, There is no examination., We are not doing
liode Three C.8.E. But it is a Human Movement course hased on

academic perforumance as well s practical performance. And this

o}

goes in an options scheme. It means that the brighter child does

not have %o make this awful choice of English or Maths ageinst

P.E. It is partnered with one of the minor things like photography
and the like.(3) But it really is a very complicated options

scheme to work out....and it iz not very satisfactory. It is one
that T wouldn't have. But, inevitably it is the only thing that
school can do because it depends on numbers; it depends on staff
available....rooms available, there are so many external factors
other than P.E. Fortunately P.E. is given quite a lot of preference
through a hell of a lot of pressure over 5 year from me. I've
complained.,.bickered and shouted...they finally recognised that what
T am saying is to some extent true. And they now do give us some
prior consideration, But I think if it had been a younger H, of D.
somebody or, say 5 = 6 yr. experience they would have swept that by

the board and sald 'right you get what we give yousee..!

They would not have been able to sustain that fight like vou hagve?

Yes.

Since I came here four yvears ago there have been some massive

chanees in the school. You were then operating on five different

sites. You were full up to here. I felt that yvou had no choice

but to leave...l felt that you would get so angry sbout the situation

then....or you would sour,,.But that_hasn't happened., I don't think so,
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Or have T made a wrong assumption? Vet you have just said that

you_have contimied the fight over five years....You must get weary

of the fight?

I think that ny attitude is perhaps differeant from a lot of people.,
When I first came into teaching, I had 2 hell of o struggle to get
in. 1 was a little bit disgruntled about that. Having got in, T
thought well, my attitude is that I'm here to teach....I had fought
hard to get a teaching post....and I am here to teach...50 my work

is 9.0 to 4.0 MNow any out of school agctivities is 2 bomus. ITt's
very nice for me to take out of school activities, because you get

the children who are better children;, who want to do it...who

present no problems. On the other hand if I spend &ll my time doing
0.3. activities, then by the time I'm 30 I'm going to be looking for
another Jjob, out of P.E. which is what 2 lot of people do. They spend
a lot of time being trained to do P.X. They get in and get to a
Head of Department and look to get out. And to some extent I can
understand they are frightened that their physical performance will
not match and they lose interest and all the rest of it., And I
decided very early on that T wasn't going to blow it. I was going

to do my job during the day as best I could and curtsil the 0.S.A's
on one school team. And when we went Comprehensive thisz came to a
head. Suddenly we had a large school and we can 6 or 7 soccer sides,
we had 3 or 4 rughy sides. Basketball, Cross—country, athletics...
you name it...it was all to do and it was all on me. Ve zlso had a
lot of equipment. Out of school equipment...Shirts, C.A. gear etc.
which again was my responsibility. Now over the years, I have shelved
2 lot of that, I'm not responsible for 0.5.a's. I will help...In
fact there is nobody responsible. It's been moved to various people,
not necessarily within the P.E. department. ot that I think that is
a good thing. But there sre only certain people who will accept that
responsibility. So I haven't got that pressure from 0.5.A's. That
enables me to get on with my job as H. of D. Alsc T feel that I can
go on; I don't wish to get out of P.E. I hope to stay in it, I don't

think that practical performance is necessarily a criterion to be able
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to teach P.E. The main thing as far as I am concerned is being keen

I3

about it. You mugtn't leose your keeness. So this is what I have

done., 4nd this is how I have remained szne., DBut zlso there sre

o

over—riding factors
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1y from the
Grammar School....l had 2 certain amount of respect from those

who have senior posts within the school. The Deputy Head, for
example, who goes skiing with us...and I have quite a2 good relstion-
ship there. Anything 1 have to say to him, he listens to and considers
it from my point of view. Iy Faculty Head is the same. Ve are very
friendly. And if I say that is not right, he'll listen and decide in
his own mind whether it is right or wrong...and if nscessary will
argue with me sbout it., 3¢ ¢s far as P.E. i concerned we have =
good voice, I can get veople in suthority to listen. The same

with the Head. I wss at the Sec. Mod. when he came into teaching...
he knows me and I know him and we get on....at least he listens...
and generally accepts what I say. And then he balances it out over
the school. Like the options scheme....it doesn't suit us but you
heve to have a bit of give and take...and say "right, if this is
best for the whole school then I will accept it...but we are not
going to become the dregs." We have to give all our children

the same chamce in P.I. even though we are not taking an exbernal
examination at the end of it...they've all got to be given the

same opportunity of choice. This is what I have fought for over the
vears. After talking with other teachers from the other schools,

I think we have a pretty good system going here. I may be blowing

my own trumpet...but I think we have.

Refresh my mind about leaving City,

I spent one year at Q.H. school. After failing my exams ggain T went
into Industry for a year. Then passed my teaching exams and came back
into teaching....70 to 71 I aid the year at Carnegie (Secondment) That
was a gap of 9 years from '62 at the Grammar School, Fltermere. I had
decided that if I was going to become a H. of D, in the comprehensive
I would need to be as well qualified as T possibly could. Also I would

neced to be up to date. I could see that I would have younger staff....
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Was_it & good time for g refresher?

To some extent...on reflection I sometimes wonder whether it has
heen worthwhile. Maybe a year getting National body Awards might
have been better spent than getting the Cornegie Certificate. T
sometimes wonder if the Certificate itself is worth anything. The
year spent doing the work was worth it...I enjoyed the year and I
think T learned z hell of a lot.

Are vou the most experienced P.E. teacher in H?

Yes, I think I am., I don't think any of the others have had Sec.
Mod.and Grammar School and Industry....you see when we went
Comprehensive the people who were already in the Grammar School....

o chap called H.W. he left 4o get out oun the tfastoral side. haths

and Pastoral side. And one or two of the others got oul of P.E.

end left it for the younger people. .31 for example, was one of

the lucky ones to get a job....as H. of D, 1,39 and ,.6 were established
in the Tech. School and the Mod. School. So they were alright. Now

.39 is getting out of course., M.5 is about the next one I think,

What's your personal morale like now?

Four years ago I would have got out and done a labouring job. ot
particularly because of P.E. At the time we went Comprehensive we
had the Raising of the School Leaving Age. We had these children who
didn't want to stay on. Ve also went into County. There were three
things you see...so that if you asked County anything, nohody knew
what the answer was. They were frightened of treading on someone
elses toeg. And evervbody was stabbing everybody in the back
{comprehensive reorganisation)....establishing a pecking order.
'Wodern' staff were frightened that the Grammar School staff were
zolng to take over and become academic. The Academic were afraid
of the Hodern School children. MNever having taught them. 5o there

was this huge turmoil, Intermingled with all this were these 5th.,



Gremmar School pupils. Sc that there were a few of us left who could
cope. L'd had the experience of liedern School pupils and I'd had the
experience of Grammar School pupils...l wasn't academic..,.so that

neant that I was in the middle. There werc a few in the middle who
had to try and sort it all out. You know we had to say "you lot

stay there and you lot stay there and we'd get together..." and it
was hell...terrible. It was dreadful and it wasn't our own meking,

The site situation obviously didn't help. (Working on § sites).

I thought everybody was worth double just for working on this perticular

split site.

T think they were. Bub having said that I think, now, that we have
learned a tremendous zmount from thet. The other (Bamburgh) ex-Crammar

school in the town is now begimming to suffer., I play golf with
M.%. who is the Deputy Head across there....so he end I compare notes.
I played rughy with him a5 well so I know him very well, I think e
lot of the things that have happened here, for example the academic
staff coming from the Grammar School....are either retired or
eliminated....in some wayo....and we are left with academic steff who
are prepered to get mixed in. At Bamburgh at the moment they have
acadenic staff who are saying "I'm not being timetabled with that
lot¥™®hey are yobboes..." "I won't take them..." So they have this
problem with academic staff. Now they are finding that their 6th
form numbers are dropping. And they are going to have to get riad

of some of their scademic staff because there aren't enough lessons
for them, Either they have to take the lower ability ones or getd
out. That is one of the problems that they are golng to have to
face, Which has been resolved earlier here. Organisation things...
like having ¢ News Letter once a week....putting everybody in the
picture as to what is happening the next week or what had happened
in the last weel, The timetabling arrangements are better now,

™
i

Sverybody to some extent gets o say.....through . of D. and the

1

acadenic Panel. 4s there were fewer sites then it got easier al
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way . Less mnovement of kids...the munbers have decreased slightly.
1 think that we have something round the 1250 region. Ve were
up 1270 at one stage. 7e won't decrezse very much because we

have a new oprivate estate

. further up the road, which

is our catchiment arez and can't be changed because it is too fer
away from the others. e may lose some of the lower middle class

housing to another catchment area, Cellaly for example, later on,
Cottingham 1s growing all the time just up the road. Younger

Tamilies are moving in there...I thinlt there have been 200 hones
built there over the last two years. Our mumbers are unlikely to

drop.

I am interested in you as & person because of your long associstion

withh the town. You went to school here...you came back to teach here...

vou've played rugby here....so yvou zre an importont member of H. You

are locked inte the town community. De vou love HY

-2 1T

Yes. You have to understand the history of F. to sone extent. The
'I'' Heough as it was called....If you lived on there you were a

‘crofter'., And that was 2 fishing comnunity. West View here ig an
extension of that community....but you are not really a Huclkleton

-

unless you were born on the other side of what was Stone Bridge.

Were vou born there?

Yes. So really it's 2 village community.....your a 'Monkey Hanger'

W.7. the chap T play zolf with, now he's & "est Docker'. You see it
was Hucklebrough and Hucklehrough Hill and we had to amelgamate and
this feeling about E. remains. This is the Heough school now. Tltermere
was the school on the 'H' site....But now there are no Secondary Schools
on that site. So thig is the community school Tor 'H'. So reglly we
feel that we are not even part of H., Fill. And when you are pucghed in
with County 1 when you are nearer County Z...really we are wore C.2
than C.1.

LEN el

‘any people have commented on that. There is & 1ot of resentment

shoul this....
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Tremendous.

Is the resentment justified? I can't see that it mekes much difference

in for example Eltermere?

“hen they reorganised the County Boundaries E. just mizsed out,

We needed something like 120,000 to bvecome an individual County

Unit., Y, was in the region of 98 - 100,00C so we were nearly big
enough to become our own unit. We had been our own unit...and
suddenly we were thrown in with $1. And everything now happens in
Darton. The development is in Darton. The officeg are in Darton.
Everything is on the other side of I.C.I. So if ever you want to go
to Darton for ans kind of communicedion...it's a hell of g journey
going through I.C.I. and back again. It is far easier %o go to City,
™3

The remoteness This side of the river isg and always

is troubling.
will be County 2.

No teacher hos said that they thought it wus a good thing, But comi

E?

back to yvourself vou are deeply rooted in Hucklebrough., I have a great

respect for H, But vou have a lot of things going for vou., You are

rooted into the rugby warld....have you roots elsewhere? Gelf Club

for example?

Yes, it is the H.G.C. just over ithe road....quite near the school,

But it is through the rugby....you are inevitably rooted in everything
in M, Thether T like it or not most people know me whether or not I
know them, If I go into a pub or club....it doesn't matter whether

I anm & rugby player or a hockey player or what....I'm A.J. and I
pleyed for England and ",.come in..." you know., So it is not a
particular section of the community that I am in. It Just so heppens
that I'm in everything in H. T suppose I have also taught so many of
the children. I am now getting children of parents I taught. "Flease
sir, you taught my dad". I suppose in some way in most of the households
in H. T have some comnection with...either through school....rugby or

golf....
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like everyone has.....

Right or Left?

Conzervative 1 think. Yes, I would say definitely Conservative.,

Does that have a conflict for vou. I say that because I regard Tltermere

as a very working class school. It's catchment area would not be

to the right of the political spectrum?

Jone whatsoever. And T think it stems from working in within the

Steel Works. I worked as personnel....a year there and I was plessed

to zet out, DBecanse I saw the demege that the Union could do to working
class people. You could talk to them as individuals and they would
express entirely different views zs to what the Union people were
saying. &t that time I had to deal with = chap called 2ill S8irs who

is now the lesder of the steel unions. Not a very pleasant character..

L think that he thought that he was doing his best for the people
within the works, but,..that's certainly coloured my thinking about

Unions....nolitics...

There is an interesting biography in you because you are now interested

in Teacher politics. You are right in the middle of the MN.A.3. thing.

Tell me more about this love ~ hate relationship with the Uniong that

you clearly have,

As regards the N.A.5....again going beck, T used to be a member of the
MU T. principally because they geve us the best dinner at college.
They called a one day strike and a lot of the part-time teachers didn't

hother....and I decided there and then if my job was a professional job

then we had to have some professional say. I wouldn't say that 1 wzs =
Union man. I don't like strikes. T don't like any kind of Industrial

Action, I'd much sooner do things by negotiation. But having been in
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C.1 and having spent a year in Industry, I've learncd that if you
want your own way you've gzot to have some sort of Industrial muscle

otherwise people just tresd over you,

S0 over the vears vou have =zot a good deal more militant?

Yes, Well...l don't know that I have got a good deal more militant...
I'm very schizophrenic really....lt is very difficult to explain. I
don't like being trodden on., I have my own views about things...and

if T think something is right...in all conseience I think it is right,
I would fight for it, At the moment I think teachers are being treated
as cattle. Having spent 211 the time to get gualified,..and I know

ll about that...and that colours my thinking, because I fought like
hell to get qualified. Having decided that something is right then

it is right as far as I am concerned....it is something deep inside

me,..not something that you can explain,

Are you locked into the church community?

No, I don't go to church, When I was younger I was in the B.B. and T
eventually ended up by getting my Queen's Badge. I was in the choir

as well,,.I still heve 2 love of the church,

Do yvou send vour child to church?

He's in the B.B, I don't send him; he goes because he likes the B.B.

The B.B, is guite somethine in H. 1 gather, They have their own Rughy

Club for instance?

Ch yes. They are very very sitrong. Tremendous tradition of B.B. lads.
They have camped at Castle foward far 75 yeers now. I mean my father

went and his fether before him...s0 there is & fourth generation.

How many children have you got?

Two...a boy and a girl...15 and 13,
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Do they go to school in H?

and they started there and we simply left them thoerc rether thani,..

I felt & little bit unhappy about having the children in the same
school that T wag going to teach. I didn't think thut it was o good
thing. So we left them there. I didn't go across there to get them
into Fleetwith school particularly. There just happerned to be a house
across there. I'm back to Rath Station which is again Hucklebrough
you see....l'm a Huckleton back in Rath Station, Tt is not the super
de luxe area that Best Park was. People aim to get into Best Park ....
I aim to set out of it...zet back to B! T have a lovely house which
I guite enjoy but they are more my own people...,.h good example of
this is T suppose....l could have had = job at Bishop Stortford..at

a place called the College. I went down there and I decided that they
81l talked with marbles in their mouths and I would never fit into
that society. I just couldn't see me speaking correctly...being 'ever

50 an ever so'

and drinking sherry. I can do it. 1 have done it,

But it isn't part of my life. I'm Buckleton, I understand them and

I hope that they understand me...l'm a bit rough and resdy perhaps
but I can cope with most children and parents in H. This is one of
the reasons I stay. Because I know the parents.,...If I am heving
trouble with certain children then I have only to say that I am going
to see their dad....'I know your parents very well....' and I have
done just that. Many a time I have done it. They recognise me on

the doorstep.

That gives you a big advantage.

Well discipline problems. Then I first came here....i got out of my
car and I was walking across the playground and one kid said to another,
"Hey A.J, is coming here...." big rough and ready rugby player...and
they didn't vother me. And I have never had to have discipline problems

that other people may have had.
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Many voung teachers actvally are physicaglly frightened of disciovline

B =]
s

ucs. I can imagine that some young teachers in the sarly days here

2]

culd have hed veryv snxioug momente,

\&/

(doubting pa

=4

ome of the younger teachers make very little

effort, They give up very juiekly. Discipline 1is something you
establish..,.Alright 1 was lucky to some extent, they thought I

was rough and ready....and hecause I wes o rugby dlayer and an
Internstional T was going to sort them all out so they didn't

try anything. 4 lot of other peocple have had to establish
discipline, They go zround the school..,.they never give the cane...
they go around the school, whenever the children sce theum they get
out of the way and keep gquiet. Mow that needs working at. & lot of
voung teachers come in and think that it just havpens., It doesn't.
They don't work for it. Mow, for instsence, 7 heve one of the rouzher

forms in the 2nd year. I have gone right through to the fifth year

with my form now I drop back down agein...se they have given me the

rough onesg....Mugeing again....'J. will sort it out'. To try and

o o

(2

art them out I've been lreeping children in detention for coming in

1933

1.1

ate. 2 minutes late and I will stay in every night and keep them

-t

n then., They don't come

e

in lete now., This i1z after 7 or & weeks.
Well “hat needs working at. I had to keep them in detention every
night for the first three or four weeks...till they eventually realise
that I mean what T say. It doesn't just happen. So some of the yvounger
teachers Jjust don't work at it hard enough. How you help thewm I don't
know. They suy how do you establish discipline? It is g perscnsl thing,
people have different ways of doing it. Some can dc it by choice of
words...others can do it by persistence, keeping at them...nagsing
awey &t them...others do it by threatening. There's 211 sorts of

different ways. You use your own combination,

Iz corvoral punishment sdministered much in this school?

e have o punishment book and all punishments gre entered into the book.

Tt has been quite drastically reduced. Put T wouldn't like to see 1t



eliminated. I think that there sre & lot of children in this

warld who heve 1t in their blood.,...no matter hos much you

are good =2nd kind to then, they only respond Lo one thing for
a short time...and thet is physiczl violence. By ohysical viclence
you can keep them quiet for & weclk or so and you have o respond

to it again. And it is the only

l'l'J

sort of thing that they will ever

v

understand. They don't understand rcasoning...or "for the sood

of the community'.... or 'for the good of the class'...or anything
else. Tt is Jjust an act of God if you like that it is in their wind
and they can't help themselves to some extent..they are not
deliberately trying to be disruptive...they are just made like that.

And T think violence in +}

b cose towards them is Jusgtifisd and vou

m

are keeping them in check for the benefit of the others, One of the
things about the comprehensive schools is that we cater Ffor the

less academic. We use a lot of staff resources for the less

academic child....for very little rewsrd...0ften tc the detriment of
the academic child who would give you far greater rewerd. If we had
the ewing the other way we would have children going to Cxford and
Cambridge. If we did it on a one to one basis or a one to two basis
with VIth form, vest use of staff...but that would mean that at the
other end there would be a lot of yobboes rumnning around...which

a
would eventually disrupt the school.

Do vou think the balance is right now, or does it worrv you?

It still worried me, The best children are not pushed hard enough.
One headmaster once saild that 'he liked to heve his more able

children together because they tended to rub sparks off each other,'
I think this is very truve. Unfortunately with the comprehensive...

'equal opportunity for everyhody'.....it's not.

You think that the energy of the staff is taken up by these othergscs.

that they sap a lot of the energy?

The ones at the bottom are being over losded whereas the oneg at the
top are under worked...sccording to their ability. There should be

an express stream (4).
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I get the impression from sll the comprehensive schools that they

have gone through a period of enormous disruption,...but now that

hings arc settling down.....everybody is zs you say setting belter

f

u

at edministering them,,...They are new on the up; all improving little

little. Do you feel that about H. in general? Has it benefitted

H. as & town?

-

No, Yot for Y,

You would vrefer the old syvstem?

T would go back to the Grammar School svstem on reduced money,

It was certainly a much easier 1ife as regards fteaching and it wvas

s

mich more rewardiag. You see in the Grammer School we used to drow
children from o very much larger cotchment area, from Sholton to

the North and Chillinghow in the South. Wouw from a lerge catchment
area like that vou have a lot of very bright children and very few

rroblem children, The problem ckildren you did get were o pein in

’_)

the backside because they were intelligent....with it. In many
respects they were a bigger rprobvlem than the children who were &
nroblem in the Secondary Modern School but you only got them
occasionally. So the life itself was very much nicer. The kids
were much more pleasant, Thev'd wanted to be at that school....and
they knew if they didn't do their best they would be moved. Now

at that time we had 2 multilateral umit; we had close links with
the Secondary kodern School here, the Drake's field Secondary lod.
and if it was decided that any children were not progressing at
their normal ratc...or, for some reason might be happier in another
set up, then they had this ability to move them round. In =zctual

LS

fact some of the children whe came from the Sec, Mode....wno were late
developers.....one ended up as Head Girl at Eltermere. They did very
well once they came up. But that failed to some extent becavse the
Heads were reluctant to lose their hetter children...and get a couple
of bad cnes back. So that didn't work as it was meant to. You

see when Queen Hilda's was built in 1959 and opened in '59, one of

_{
the Craft men at City came here and he and o chap called J.H. another
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City man set asbout and organised this area. Now make no mistake
shout it this area was wild...to say the least. Y mean when the
Circus came to town they had an urrideable mule vhich was

conguersd within a couple of hours. They set fire to the Marguee...
and three days later the Circus wes off. The lions were cowering
in the corner of their cages...and this sort of thing. That's

how the children were. J.H. and B.M. and people who opened the
school set about it and to some extent conquered Best Field and

did a very good job, Within that small unit they had a very good
system going. Mow that Drake's Field was = little bit worse off.
They had a poorer type of child there. But again they had teachers
in there who knew how to deal with that type of child. They wers
pretty successful with them. Grammar school we were luckier because
ve had the brighter child, but against that we had the more academic
staff who were pushing them to o very high standard. 4nd I thought

that system, for the Heough community worked well.

You spezk with great respect for both sets of staff.

Oh yes. No doubt about it.

Do vou have the same respect for your colleagues now?

To some extent a lot of them are the same. In fact the people who
gre holding the school together are the ones who I am speaking of...
you see these are the ones who know vhat it's all about. They
understand the type of child they have been dealing with. A lot of

the people who are coming in now just sink.

That is one of the thines that yorries me. I don't know whether

you can train this particular characteristic? I don't think you

can. But what vou can say is 'if you teach in H. you must identify

with the community.eees'

Tes, I think if you understend the community....and you know that
it is 2 lower-middle class tyoe of area...and some of the families

are 2 little bit rough, basically they are not rough because they
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dislike you they zre rough beceuse that is the type of
community they are in, If you understand that the father zoes

out and has a few drinks over the odds and then the kids are left,..
then you look at that child in o different light. Just as you would
the c¢hild of a single parent. DBecause the child has problems. If
he is coming into school in the morning yawning...they're....there
may be some problems.....(5)

But going back to College this aggravated me zbout going to City.

I felt that when I left College, I could teac

=y

. I came into the
school and T organised the P.E. right from the word go. Now College
said 'no you are not good enough at English and H.E. ..' 'You can't
write it down in examinations....' Alright, I do understand that
they were trying to maintain high academic stendards....but I felt
that I could teach. T could cope with this type of child. Now I
stayed in the Secondary Modern for guite a while, I never even
thought that I shouléd arply to za Grammar School. The Read of the
Grammer School came along and scid, "Why haven't you applied for
the job¥" I said that I'm not the type to be in a Grammar School.
He said that I should apply. Then I applied and got the job. But
that College situation really left o chip on my shoulder. T don't
go to reunions because of that. In my own hegrt I felt that I

could control kids and I had something to give to kids. Alright, I
moy not have been able to put it down on paper. I mgy not have heen
the brightest sart of person City's had, but in nmy own heart of
hearts. ....1 know that I can teach very well., Is there any Jjustice
in that? I really felt agzreived about that...It was one of the
biggest disappointments of my life that was. 1 failed and T knew

that I could teach.

BPut vou must feel that it is to vour credit, that vou had the gufs...

the determinztion to go on?

Tell that wes G.N.3. (member of staff ot City College).

Can I come back to vour department. I can see that you have a period

of ingtability coming up now, I'm impressed that vou have quite a

e00d little team at the moment,...
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Smashing!

s...L hove tolked to them,.,.but I don't know their teaching quality.

As you know vou can sometimes talk well about teaching but they can't

get in there and do o pood job, Where are the strengths?

If we take Peter, he followed me into the Sec. Mod....some time
after me, some two or three years after. Now when we apnlied for
the Comprehensive jobs, Peter didn't apply for the H, of P.E.
because he felt that as the Head of the Grammar School department
T was likely to get it, But Peter didn't particularly want to
get out of the school, he had this community feeling within the
school....ex Eltermere lad again. And he applied for the pastoral
side. He got the Head of Year. Now that post was less than the

Fal

P.®., post....it was his second choice, Now the Heads of Fastorsgl
go to a Scele L and I can only go to 2 Scale 3. Another little bone

of contention. But getting back teo Peter. He iz 2 very good lad,

2

. very good teacher.,...a good disciplinarian, Knows what he is talking

about. Pretty keen sbout the subject. I don't think that he has any

4

vezk spots really. He is very keen on Outdoor Activities...He ic
alweys teking a team...this helps with his pastoral side. He is a
rughy man. He goes down to coach Wanderers 2nd team...very keen

on rugby. He is locked into the community almost like me but he is
what we call a 'yakker' a colliery lad....He came from a large
catchment area to Eltermere znd went to teach in Queen Hilda's

Sec., Mod. So again he was oretty well in tune with the community.
Very reliable. We occasionzlly differ on various things but in the
main we seem to get along fairly well, Jillian =nd Joan both arrived
together five years ago from P.E. College. And their confidential
reports...J1llian needed a very sympathetic V. of D. which we rather
scoffed at, because she wasn't going to get thet. Joan was more of

2 ddsciplinarian and o better teacher of English than P.E. So we

ot

vieved them with 2 1ittle bit of suspicion, because the appointments

at that time were done by C. And by the Advisers and not by the school,
So they were appointed by C.1l. And they have both turned out smashing.
thenever ve get new people I explain, 'Look, I regerd Q.S5.A's as a
bonus. If you want to do it, fine. But don't regard it as part of

your job, Because I don't consider it part of your job and if anybody
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says other than that tell me and T will argue about it....' On that
understanding they came in and got the Netball organised and got
going...Mow Joan, in my eye, is more a pastoral typc of tcacher,
she is more concerned with the welfare of children and more
prepared to run around after children...make sure their discipline
is right and so on. BSo I would say that she iz more inclined to
the pastoral side than the nitty eritty teaching side. But her
discipline 1is very good. And she seems to get on well with most
children, Jillian, on the other hand is a little bit..not so much
under & ¢ influence as she uged to be, because Peter had been
talking.....as you may well imagine.....But she 1s very keen to do
well, And the kids seem to understand her o little belter than
Joan. She's more the motherly type to the kids than what Joan is,
and a fairly strict disciplinerisn, So really we've been pretty

lucky with those two.

How did you get on with Pam?

Pam, very well. A very quiet girl....l didn't think thet I was

going to. I was in luck because when I was appointed H, of D.

Pam hadn't been here whilst T was here. She arrived with Peter,
afterwards. Being quiet she would accept most of the things I

said. Not everything...by no means. BShe accepted the fact that

T was H, of D, P,E, which was an important point to start off

with. Peter could not accept that he wasn't 2nd in command.

Pam wzs 2nd in command. This was a difficult one we had to get

over, I ingsisted that Pam was 2nd in command....t0 give some sord

of status. But as regards P.E. I'm in charge of P.E. Boys and Girls.

A1l the ordering of stock....all organisation,

I get the impression that in other schools the P.E. department is

in fact two departments not one.

I won't have that et all. IT'm in charge of P.E, Anything that goes
vrong is my responsibility,., I'1l work from there, So the girls are
my responsibility.....Although T would say to Pam 'could you deal

with ite..? IFf you can't then T will.' I've done that on a couple
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of occasions in the past when we have had ¢ loud mouthed girl vho

.L -

I could shut down better than Pam, And this seamcd to sult her,
1 would take ¢11 the responsibility vet still she retained the

R,

authority over the girls to some ewtent. And it worked guite

nicely. Mow ve've got this set up. tow 1 understand frouw some
of the other schools, some of the ladies,...ere g little bit

mouthy, far want of a better word. They think they ought to run

their P.E, I think the H. of D, is particularly suffering this 2t

laving toaken over from A.F, who was ¥, of D. T think one

Bamburgh. !
or two of the other schools are suffer a bit. 4&lden - no,

Tleetwith - no.

There are tensions in gll departments

I'm very plecsed with owr set up. T think that T heve mellowed =
little bit, I have learned to accept that everything dossn't run
smoothly to wuy

line of thought. I have lesrned to temver ny
nvictions Feeling

“het the school is bigger than the P.E,

—

Department....perhaps they are not zlwsys treating the P.E.
denartment as dogs....perhaps they are now thinking in terms of
what 1s best for the school, T'm guite happy wi
hut it has not been an easy bettle....the Jepartnent hesz got sone
standing which T zm pleased about. Peovle talk about the F.E.
departuent on par with academlc departments., It is not somewhere
for the 'yobtoes' where they just fool around and run aboubt the gym.
for entertaimment. They esre teugnt. This is one of the things thet
T have alweys insisted on.....%.0 = 4.0 we do tesch =nd pariticular
swimming. Swimming is so important thet if you do nothing else but
get ¥kids in the water....to be gafe in the welter we have achieved

z hell of 2 lot, You know "little Willie vho is frightened of the

water, if we can get him in sond be safe in the cr and enjoy the

water then we sre willing."

Yesg, swimmine is for life, I sometimes look at the last year of a

pupil's school 1ife and woender just vhsat has been zchieved in 11
vears of schonling? Thet are we doins for the pupil?
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starting to entertain rather then teach, Tapecizlly now thot we have
gob thicse Sth yewr:z who have hod to stay on....IF you fry bto do

r

o uninterested. You sre banging your hezd against o hrick wall,
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5
So you have g think of something that i enjoyable, Badminton

[=5
%]
(4]

gome that hos takev on in our schools, Particularly because so
many of them do not like the contact sports. You can play one
against one, so you don't need o whole class. The skill level develops,

You don't need 29 others znd the full kit.

If vou've got some promising lads,...rughy plavers....nere there's an

T

easy way to get them involved with adult clubs, becavse you know the

rugby world,...2ut what happeng for the Hetball or any other sports...

I went to know yhat heopens to these kids who are introduced to g lot

of exciting things at school....ifter they leave school, where do they

play their newly discovercd svorts?.....In the town?

le have a County Schools' Sports Council....that is divided up into
four Districts, one of which is Hucklebrough. Within Hucklebrough

schools we have &z various number of sections, which deal with things

3y

ranging from Junior Soccer, Senlor Soccer, Junior MNetball, Senior
Netbhall....Hockey, Busketball, Rugby and so on.,...Now it depends on
what staff we have in the town as to what sections are running....
Somebody comes in and says I'm mad keen on Hountaineering...and starts
e liountaineering section. Fine. Then the schools will shuttle any
mountaineers to that section. This is dependent on staff coming in.
Because of Comprehensives we are having a very much reduced commitment
from staff. I've wanted to resign my job as secretary of the School
Sports Association ......1 can't., Nobody will take it on. Meetings

have been legss and less well attended. Pecple are so involved in

the lsrge comprehensive set ups, they haven't time to do these other
things. e are fortunste in the town in that the rugby is very strong...
the soccer is very strong the netball and hockey leagues are very

strong....A.T.C. level badminton and table tennis are guite sbronge...
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There is a good organisation within the C. set up. S0 what we do
there is to send individuals from school up to the €. set up. So
iP 2 kid warts to represent H. at Badminbton he possibly couldn't
hecause we haven't got g section.....He'd have to go to C.

End of Recording .

Follovw-up Comments

(1) The "opting out" (notes and various other excuses) appears
now in the 3rd year - it wae always a 4th year proble

~

m
P.E. Department choice .. not pupils with no interest.

W)
~— s

N TN
(3}

This was the original intention but this has subtely changed
over 2 years to include more academic type subjects. This is
because of timetabling difficulties - or so I am told! All
part of the political battle to squeeze FP.E., but they will
not get awey with it,

(L)  Very well gualified staff in various subjects have gained

appointments into the Pastoral systems = they become Sccial

Workers, perents, executloners, organisers etc. - their college

training to some extent is wasted - but to some extent they
are necessary.

(5) What T mean here is that lower middle class communities have
similar problems i.e. drink, bingo, social graces, discipline

and other behavioursal patterns,
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0f the schools that vou have taught in Hucklebroueh.,..vou hov
t

aught in four, . ir vou hsd o frec chiodce which would you choose?

I think thev I prefer this cne...if I were on the vermanent steflf.

Thv?
I think that the children are egponsive in this school,
I don't know whether ) e I heve been teaching for two

=3

JEEL S NO0W.e o« sMRYDE t too happy. Maybe if

3
o
I vent hack *to then choose differently. But at

the moment +this suits

Tlould you recomimend o student...probationer to do supply rather

than permenent posts?

Tt wosz alright for me. I am guite glad that T did supply. As it
happened to know somebvody in all the schools so as soon asg
there was o PR, job vacaat they called me wp. And it has been
guite an advantage to have experienced eaclh of the schools because

each school ie different. There is zlways good and bad. One aspect
will be good in one school and bad in another but all have their

good and bad points., But to have the fouwr to compare is guite good

3
1

Yhat _are the thines in Fltermere that vou like narbicularly?

3.

What are the things that are exciting vou gbout vour job at the moment?

(Long pause) Well, T think it is some of the children really. Some of
the zirls are really responsive...to vhat I am doing with them. I
enjoy doing hockey...and I am doing quite a bit of hockey with them,

and they really appear to be enjoying it. And if they enjoy it...then
I get a kick out of it. DBut in the other schools that I went to they

weren't as responsive to my liking



F.22/2

T hove the didea that sharins hockev vith these pupils ice

e

e P Sat o oo T gD I SO TR SUON
tons for you.,.uhat comes next? Cun you pul other aspects in any

rgnk order?

I think that I enjoy athletics as well, But that takes up so much

vime. It needs o lot longer than vou have. And I cnjoy taking

the swimming.

Swimmine is g strong point here. Do vou think that is = good policy?

g o good thing, I don't gzet bored by it. If you

e

Test T think it
are taking the ones thcot can't swim..it is rewarding if you geth

them to zwim. So you are working at it all the tine.

Y imagine that by the end of the first year here most of the pupils

will be 'swimmers'....then they have another full yvear of swimaing...

2o

Ts there anv chance that I would get bored if T taught here...cspeciglly
[}

Hell, you are doing something different 2ll the time. The wgy that
it is werked in this school, you do six weeks stroke development,

1),

|~e

improving technigue...then you do seome svrvival work, which is

o o
o o (]

Fal

Por their own personal limits...and then mey be go on to some Idfe

Seving in the third yezr. 411 the time it iz different.

Are yvou never sitting beck and feeline that vou are just keeping

thie children amused?

I think sometimes in your stroke improvement lessons, you've got

very little hope of changing the wey the

K%

reres golng to swim, and

sometimes you think that they sre never going to chonge...they are
never golng to lmnrove it. Thet's because they can see that they

can swim, and that isg 511 that they want to do. Mone of them want

to be top swimmers.....which is fair enough, but I think sometimes

(=S

ve need to glve more enjoyment in

wn

wimning rother then just going



beckyards and forwards....''well that's wrong and you have to
do this with your legs better...." The non-swimmers..they
should keep going. vher it gets to the third yeor, I don't think

their is anyone vho can't swim,

Have vou been asked to tegch something at which vou felt inadeguate..,

ar ill-equivpped to do?

No, not really.

So vou have been happv with tennis, athletics, swimming, hockey,

nethall ... What do vou do in the gymnzsium?

Well the way that the timetable is structured now, you've got
e whole bhand which ig three classes...two teachers...ve do
gymnastics mainly but its...that's the gym's free. Ve don't

i
do dance...and I don't enjoy doing dances...

If T argued that T thousht thot gymnostics was & waste of time,

would yvou take issue with me?

brm...not really because in some places it is o waste of time.
The children just don't get anything out of it, There is never
long enough spent on it., I think that it is an '4fFfy' and 'butty!
thing..you know., You see one week they might do one thing and the
next week something different. I think that you have to ensure
continuity in gymnasticseess..to get anything from it.

L=
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Although you have only been here since May, do yvou get the impression

that “P.E. is doing much for the kids? I sometimes go into a school

and I look at the products at 16 and genuinely ask "What has P.E. done

for them"? After 11 vegrs of schooling,..from 5 vesrs old...what has

P.%, done for thenm?

T think that it does quite o few neople a zood job.
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e

eally hapnening?

In reality? What is it thot ig 1

I fthink guite o number of ot of thelr

P.E, whethcr it is being swiw or just
eetting vsed to being with other peovple...that is one of the

mein factors reslly. Tearning to co=operat€a...

Yes, T can ddentify with the value of swimmine once vou hgve lesrned
to swim it is for life,..n0-one can take that avay from you.,..But

what aboubt things like MNetbgll? I am not 80 sure how many girls po
on to play nethall afterwards?  What do vou feel shoubt the ergument
that girls do ro on Lo play after school?

It iz o very small number that do go on aftervwards. But the people
who are keen enoush to do it...they do zo oa to teams ofter school.
I thiak thagt if they are showm the openings thet cre available to
them, o2 o1 they are told vhen they are ot school that there is this
team or thot team or that they can go and ploy here snd there...

But nobody tells them?

T think people do tell them. If the girls show an interest themzelves,
If 2 girl says when she is leaving that she would like to join s
tethesssiliere can I go?" she will be told.

Jell vou have talken a sreat deal of interest in the deve opment of
hockeyess here would the givls plaw in HY

There sre two teams that are running from K, There is one just up here

vhere quite a few of ow girls so to...very local. There is one that
L [v)

I pley for over hhe other side.

Jould theyv (the wls) be yelcome? At these two teome?

th yes, T would say =0,

You don't hesitobo obhout thot, Even if T were o roush =ir1% 7Tith




r bongue? I ot the

feeling that most hockey clubse gre full of rather nice ladies...
nogtly tegchers.

or

Vouldn't vou be rather embarrassed if one of vowr not very lilkeable

girls came alois to your cluboasoes

That could he emberrassing, yes, it could., If she were that bad
T think that she would have heen told in scheol and not try to
encourage 1t in the teoms,,..She should hove ropglised herself

thate..what she is like herself,,.ond vhen you zre

gchool teams you try to keep & low profile with some of the girls,
1

I think by the ftime she is leaving ~hat she iz like gund what she
should be expeeted to do,
Lou belons to the town. How devoted sre vou to the town?

=

Tes T d0eeo.t Teel devoted to it., T feel that

I

lot of people

don't understand vhat is going on...it is just o name to some

veople.

What other things lock vou into the community besides school =nd vour

hocley? Are vou a member of = churcl cor g political party or anvithing

like that?

Just & member of sports teams really., I do a Youth Club., It ig atleche
to Callaly school. I do the girls sporting sidec....sone swimming..

it is just recreational....

) o
V4

That sort of people go to the Youth Club then

1,
11

It is the rough and recdy ones that go to the Youth Clubs. It seems

1

to attract the oneg that would nermally be on the glreets,..vhich ig

the vhole idec of the Youth Club movement....which is a geod th

1 _.l-

TTS
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.
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It does help to keep them of

e matler of working with them

conversation it

novhere tc go and there's nothing to do..and you

the Y.C. but some of them don't bother. They'd rather not, And
you can't offer things when there isn't the people Lo take then
up. There's numerous cctivities going on but if there isn't the
people to support themee...

1 know that cetivities ebb ond flow.,.over time, But what is going
at Callaly Y.C., at the moment?

I go two evenings & w

2 netbhall tean
the girls in who wa
want to do it,
You can't

do

coffee,
want to
So they

swimming .

are less inclined to do th

Thy is_that?

37 3 . ]
hen the boys go in
are more inclined %o

are to throw o

born in them from the toddler stage.

knocking

and talk among

PO 4
e

they do E-p-side
go in

out for the

cele, Cn 7T
7.C. But
to do it,

Other times they

force them to do it.
All the

cen go into the sportghall or go into the gym,

netball avout, I think

bell aboute.ss.Sometimes girls

themnselvesee. ..

Yes.

get just over £5 for

T am p2id by the

Tuesday evening...we

then it is -

would rather just

fOO’tball °

Poys cre slwusys

sre trying to get

matter of getiting

Some times they will come and they

git and drink

There is swimming if they

school facilities are open to them,

The girls

ings than the boys.

T think boys

and knock z football about than girls

it is just zomething thets...
szen to be
would Jjust prefer to sit

&

evening...a 2% hour stint 7.30 till 10,00, I

L.
UL

he night,
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Do any of the pupils from here go to that T.C. or are thev
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had 2 zirl friend who was 2 nember of Aiden Y.C. then I could

20 alons and Jjoin that club even if I lived in another nart of town?
X : T

Does that happen often? I have g feeling that there are some

pretty substentisl bounderies in the town....and yvou don't cross

those egsily.

They ere meinly peorle from that ares who go, But on g Wednesday

o

night they have a Disco..,and there's gquite a few people from up

here too 3But they mainly go to their own aress,

Hgve vou had a regllv bad day here vet?

Tou never crv cbout yvour jok?

I think thot sometimes I have gone home znd hed o moan.

Ty b S \ o e 4 I ]
Thot was vour lest hie mogn aboub?

Just if something doesn't o right in o lesson...or some girls ore
having = rotten day...they are agoinst cveryhody. Yes. Thet's it

'O ]

reclly. It gseems to happen...l think if one thing

1=
=]

oes wrong earl;

(%]
the morning....it pubts me wrong for the rest of the day really.
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Do they listen at home? Are thev good listeners

Oh yes.,

Are vour norents in the orofession?
ire v ho 1its in the orofession

Nowoo

How would vou describe vour home?

Working Class,

Do you identify with working cless children? Your professional

life is very much concerned with W.C. peorle,...school, Y.C.

not the casiest of situations...

1

I am not swe how to answer that...(hesitation...reflective)

Thilst we were brous up working class we went to s middle clas

m

school. I went to the grammer scheool ond my brother he went %o the
grammey school...s0 we mixed with hat would be regerded as middle
class people...l think it is Jjust 2 matter of mixing vwith everybody.
I don't really think I do identify with any perticuler class.

L)

Are vou a volitical animel?

Mo...

Did vou use your vote at the last election?

Mo, I didn't, No.

If you had %o describe vowself as left or risht of centre,
ours

where would vou place wrself right now?

o

(10:1g pause) I don't think that T would at the moment,
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Do vouw aveld balkineg chout politics?

Yes....l Jjust don't know enough :

it. And rather fthan make o fool o
Therc =re g0 many argwsents ths

knowe..well..oenough of hat they

I'a rother them stay quiet about it,

If there vere a politicsl discusgion in the stal? room would vou

retreat from it7

Yes. I listen but T wouldn't partake in it.

Are vou locked into a church community ot all?

Mo. e were Lrought up tc go to Sundsy 3chool cnd that sort of
thing. Bub that's =2z far as it has gone,

There must be some obtner thinegs sbout vou then that determined why
and how yvou beach? That is the big oov-off for vou versonslly?
(long pause) T enjoy being with the children,..with the girle.
Some doys I wrish I aidn't Lnov them...other deys... St 1o conething
I have =lwoys: wanted to do.
Does it ever occuwr to vou thot by vorking in this school vou ure
warlkineg for working clsss children?

s N o - N .
Thot in Blieviucre school 800 or more of the ehilddren will be workins

class, from working class homes,..ond 7ou will be iavelved in gy

presenting o belbter educational ooportuwmity, very much like vou hnd,

Doge this ever po through your ming

w)
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Ho, it doesn't really. It doesn't, I think in the schools they
have just tried to mix them 2ll,...T just go in and dec my Jjob...

as I see it...what it entails,

What have been the particular difficulties that you have had to
identify in the schools that you have taught in? Things that you
have had to identify and come to terms with?

Within the school do you mean? Or with the children?

I can imagine that if I came here I would probably have difficulty

coming to terms with particular pupils here...there will be some...

Have vou had any difficult encounters?

I think....well when I was at college, you need to be told that there

are some people who don't want to do what you want them to do. You

were taught at college to plan your lesson....if its planned out well

it will go superbly....Well that's what we got drilled into us...Then

on T.P, you were given the good classes so that you could go through

your planned lesson. But when I went to Aiden which was my first school....
I came across some rotten classes...And ycu have to modify your ways,

you have to go down to their level....which is not a very nice thing

to say but....you've got to tone everything down...and try and occupy

them rgther than teach.

What kind of practice schools did you have then?

My first practice was a Junior practice.../ and 8's, s0....The next
practice was in a girls private school,..which didn't prepare me for
Aiden., The next practice was in a comprehensive school. And that was
quite good. There were some awkward classes and I did get some awkward
classes to take then....But you still went back to college and were told
to prepare your lesson then it will be alright. So you had to go on
preparation rather than anything else you see. But when you come out of
college I think its....you've got to do your disecipline hefore you do

your lesson.
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What did you find that worked for you? You were at Aiden long

enough to be tested by the pupils....and vet you must have survived.

So something must have worked.

(long pause)

Shouting at the pupils....rebuking the pupils or did you try

different strategies and approaches?

I think you have to try a bit of everything. Some classes respond
to plain shouting at...sitting them down....and doing as they are
told 21l the time. Some classes respond to jollying along. And
others respond to playing with them.....letting them have a long
rope sort of thing, but knowing where to finish off. I think it is

just a matter of which children and how old they are.

I take the line that in the first few vears of teaching teachers

are searching for their professional identity. Do you experiment

very much?

In the remedial groups you have to try a bit of everything.

Some of them respond to doing a lot of work. Others don't enjoy

doing a lot of pure work. So you have to be prepared to change

your ideas all the time. And another thing that I couldn't come

to terms with to start with was the ways some girls don't get on

with others...and they openly show it....and you have to keep one side

away from the other side and keeping the calm..,.keeping them apart.

Have yvou ever had girls go at each other's throats or fisht?

No.s..not in my lesson anyway. I've heard threats and...I suppose
it will happen eventually. And there's always threats....and
with girls it is nasty. There is a tendency to needle each other

and a girl will go home in tears sometimes.

Have you experienced particularly good relationships with a class..

such that you look forward to meeting them and you and they know it?
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Well up to now I think I have a good relationship with practically
all the classes really....Jt seems %o scratch from first up to
fifth...s.80....well 1 think I have...whether 1 really have well...

I am interested in the way that vou think that you have,
That is more than half the game I'm sure,

Up to now it seems to be going alright.

Is there a bad day of the week at the moment?

Oh yes, Thursday is wy bad day.

What is it about Thursdsy that causes this attitude?

It is just the classes.....the first lesson is good....l have a
third year...and they are nice kids...yes..Then I have a fifth
year remedial group, which are not very nice. And then I have

a fourth year remedial group...which are younger and are not very
nice.

Let's look at the fifth yvear that is not very nice. How many

pupils are there?

There's not many in the group 15....n0 12...1t is just a matter of
getting them in with their kit to do the lesson, which not many want
to do., And when they do come to the lesson it is a matter of finding
something that they all want to do....that they will all enjoy doing.
Two might want to do this...and two might want to do something else...
and they won't compromise and do what anybody else wants to do. And
they won't really.....They seem to think of themselves as old enough...
you see, they do an options system...and when they get to fourth and
fifth they should be able to choose, within limits...what they would
like to do, But they can't compromise and say that we'll do this

this week...because you want to do it..and that next week because

this group want to do it. It's got to be what they want to do when
they want to do it....now or nothing.
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So there isn't a predetermined programme...so many weeks of one thing?

Yes, there is. You do....(long pause} you &

]

your winter games
your hockey and netball,...basketball and things. But you are
limited if there is only four girls going to come and bring
their kit, you can't do a hockey lesson. You can't really do

a nethall lesson. So you are stuck really...ft's alright when
you have got the girls ready to do something, but then you have
girls sitting out not doing it and they tend not to....

It is at this point that I say is it worth meking them do P.E.

at_all? They don't want to do it. They can by one means or

another block progress.,.voting with their feet...So what is

the point in putting it on? Somebody has to convince me at
the moment that with a class like that it is worth while.
Do vou think that it is worthwhile persevering with?

Well...personally...this particular group of girls I don't think

that if somebody was sympathetic end patient with them for ever

you would never get them all doing it. TYou wouldn't get them all co-op-~
erating with each other. I don't honestly think that.....

It must be very very wearing taking these classes and 1 sometimes

question whether at the end of it...people have coerced them
cajolled them.,.try to reward them make them feel big...had kid
gloves to them,.,.and at the end of the year they have got nothing

out of it.

Another thing...the other fifth year groups have got one games
lesson per week, But this fifth year group have got two...games
lessons per week. And it is a matter that the other subjects
don't want them 'cos they're banging their heads against a brick
wall...and I don't know whether somebody up in the heavens thinks
that all remedial kids like P.E.....because they don't.

If it is the kind of fifth year that you describe, you can offer then
everything and they may not want any of it...If it is associated with

school they don't want to0 know.
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That's it! It is not because it is a P.E. lesson or an English

lesson I think it is 'school',

If vou could determine yvour next five ar ten vears...low would

you like it to g0%....From the point of view of yvour professional

career?

I would like to get this permanent job...to stay here to start with.
T would like to stay here. Then eventually go to Head of P.E...well
girls' P.E. department, I think, I think that I would like to stay
in H, I think that will take me the next five years.

You will be very happy to stay here?

Yes.

Are you happy with yvowr collesgues? Because it seems to me that

where vou have a group of people thst are working so close together,

there will be tensions....in what way are you different from your

colleagues?

I think that I haven't been hardened to it because 1 have only been
teaching two years...and other people have sorted out what works..

this warks and this doesn't work. I am still trying things out.

Does that worry you?

It doesn't worry me. It just annoys me, because perhaps somebody
will say, "Oh, don't bother with them, they won't...nothing will
come of it," Whereas I would rather try and then well...then

see that it is not going to work...and £ind out for myself,
rather than be told that it is not going to work...without trying
it out...I want to know for nyself.

1t is almost certain that if I stayed here for a few weeks I would

have different values...different from you or different from your

other colleagues...have vou come across anything like that...where




|
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you think, "I don't like it that way I would prefer my own way".

Well at the moment with me being 'off' and 'on'...being temporary

I can't really make my view felt...at the moment. But I would rather
see them all...all the children being allowed to do a variety of
things, rather than being limited to a particular game or for a
girls or particular game for a boy. I think that they should be
allowed to try a variety of games...and then perhaps choose to

specialis€eceo

How would yvou organise that?

Well the first year classes at the moment get = double games

and a single P.E. With the single P.E. you can't really do much.
But you could give them a small taste of gymnastics...some dance
skills perhaps. But the games lessons..especially in this winter
term we could do a selection of games from hockey, netball, perhaps
a little bit of basketball..a taste of a few things. In the first
year they do give them a little variety but as they go further on
they tend to go for one game in particular and I think that they
should keep going with all of them. &s the girls themselves

find out which one they want...then they could go on with that in
the fourth, fifth and sixth...their choice...There should be more
selection of things to offer. But then it might have been tried
and it has been found that this way is the best way. And rather
than upset the system.....

Are_you generally a secure or an insecure persgon?

Basically a secure person as far as I know..,

Have you taken any teachers' courses since leaving college?

No,

Have County invited new teachers to any sort of conference or convention

a general gathering in P.E, for instance?
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H. have a "new teachers" meeting..for teachers fresh out of
college, so I went to that...in my first year of teaching. That

was just for H, teachers. All types of teachers...not just P.k.

Was it o pood gathering,..was it worth while?

Well...it was in the teachers' centre so it was to promote the
uses of the centre..and things like that. And it introduced you

to the Education Officer...but it wasn't of any great value.

Have you been back to the teachers' centre since?

No (chuckle). I haven't been on any recognised courses as such
either. I've been on a netball course...for refereeing...That

was held in Darton in a school in Darton. It was 5 or 6 weeks on

a night time...thursday night..it was quite helpful...I've been on
a basketball course, a refereeing course again. That was just a
weekend thing. That was run by the basketball association. The
netball was run by the P.E. Adviser,

Have you thought of doing any extra courses?

Yes, it is just a matter of fitting them in, with your other

commitments.,

Could yvou take me very guickly through vour weekly commitments?

Monday I don't do any extra teams. Because I go and play basketball
myself. Thursday dinnertime I help with a boys basketball. Tuesday
night 1 have a third year hockey. Wednesday night I have got the

senior hockey. Thursday dinner time is second year boys basketball,
Thursda night I've got third year boys' basketball. And Friday is free.

Boys basketball is very interesting. Are vou enjoving it?

Yes I do enjoy it very much. You see the girls don't do basketball..
and I quite enjoy it. And Michael he does all the B.,b....and I

just go along..so he has given me the third year team to do....
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and I am helping with the second year as well,

Why don't the girls do it?

(pause) because...

I've hit a tender point?

No not really....You see its a new gaeme for girls for schools in

this town at least. There aren't any schools around who do basketball,..
1t is a strong netball town, and a lot of people in this school and

in other schools think that the basketball will interfere with their
netball...which with some people it will....with others if domne
successfully in other places you see, so it isn't done with the girls

in this school. That's as far as it goes.

Would your other two colleagues be very warried if you started

doing basketball with the girls?

Well I wouldn't be able to do it. I don't think. You see you get some
girls who can do everything and you are going to have an overlap...
there will be some girls who play netball for the school who you
would want on the basketball team. And I don't really think that
they would be pleased if that happened. Because they would rather
have their loyalties to the netball. With the two being very

similar games, it is understandable, But it is amnoying that they
can't be allowed to try.

T can see that yvou would find that a little frustrating....do you

play much basgketball vourself?

I play for Ladybirds (chuckle)...It used to be based in County (2)
but it is now based in H., We play a match every week. It is a
regular team...part of a league. There is now a lot of ladies
basketball played up in the N.E. It is a quickly growing sport,
When we get to the fifth year when it is an option they can try
some basketball...obviously by that time they are too old to start
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showing their skills...to become any good...because you lose

them at the end of fifth year anyway.

Do the girls do any Volley Ball?

Yes.

S0 there isn't the same objection to the Volleyball?

Well it's classed as different really. The main bone of contention
between the netball and basketball is the ‘travelling' (rule of)

viz. in one you dribble - the other you don't - footwork).

T might go further and contend that basketball is much more fun than

netball to most youngsters.

Well, yes. I think it is...actually.

The keen netball teachers would be afraid of losing their netball
loyalties to basketball?

I don't know about that. I think that girls who play on the teams
are very loyal. I think that they will play all the time and I
think they will play and enjoy it as well...whether it is netball,
basketball, tiddly winks, or whatever. I think they will play and
enjoy it. Because the other school that do do basketball and the
girls are on both teams.,.,f think they do enjoy both games equally.
I am swe that basketball lets them show their aggression a bit
more...and lets them show their own skills a bit more...l have

nothing against netball, it is a very good game,

Since you have been teaching have you felt that your mind has

not been stretched enough? That vour intellect is not growing?

Hm (affirming)

Have you ever thought about doing anything about it? Open University
courses or going to extra mural courses etc?
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T should like to do a B.Ed. or an 0.U. course...But it is being
able to £it it in again. I think that you do become a little

hit static.

Do you miss the intellectual work or were vou just glad to be rid of it?

I guite enjoyed it really. The way owr college was structured you

did a bit of everything. But my second teaching subject was maths which
I enjoyed doing that. And in Aiden when I first started there, I did
English and maths as well as the P.E. So I was in touch with other

subjects.

Did you enjoy that mixture?

Yes, 1 did enjoy it. But I enjoy doing all P.E. better.

Do_you?
Yes, I'd rather do all P.E.

You are not doing another subject at the moment are you?

But T do think that you stagnate a bit if you don't get some

books out yourself and do something.

When did vou last read anythine about P.E.%..,..0r EducatiofN....

probably when you were at D,

Oh, no. I read some P.E. books now and again. (chuckle). But you
don't seem t0...1 don't really know...you seem to leave college
and you say "that's it".....and you go by what you have been told
at college. I think you've got to keep in touch all the time..
with what's coming out new. So you've got to read all the books

and things...papers that come out,

And have you read any?
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A few (chuckle) Well those things that you are interested in.
Others you are not all that bothered...But you should read.
But you don't.

To be truthful I believe that P.E. students leave college and

hardly ever read critically again,...,Don't consider, for instance

why they are teaching any aspect of P.E.....Don't know where they

are going. They will go to basketball courses or swimming CoUrs€Se..

badminton, trampoline courses to get more technigques....that is right

too...but they are not inclined to look at the problematic side of P.E.

Thank you for giving me so much of your time. If this conversation

haes been a stimulus to other ideas I would be enormously grateful

if you would bring them to my notice. You haven't pin pointed any
real problems in your daily work...and I don't for one moment think

that you haven't got any....that might have thrown you off balance,

If you do think of any then I would love to hear about them...if you

are prepared to discuss them,

It's not a problem, but T think you've got to work on learning

to be accepted by the rest of the department..and the girls that
you teach, as well. Because you are somebody new, and until the
rest of the department find out what you are like you are under
constant surveillance. I think that it can be a little bit of...
well not a strain, but it is a bit of extra pressure, especially
if you have Jjust come out of college somebody is always watching
you and asking you....prompting different things at you, just to...
Just really to find out if you are doing alright,..really it is for

your own good. It is an extra strain,

That is a very real strain, I thought that you might have expanded

on that earlier.

You feel out of it sometimes. You feel as though you've got to
prove that you are worth having a job...you've been interviewed...

and if you take extre things on which I suppose is a way of proving
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certain things, then you have to maeke a success of them...If
it doesn't work out = then you feel as though something has
gone Wrong....because people are always watching you and

asking you....L1s this going alright? Is that going alright?

You feel as though you've got to prove yourself. But you
shouldn't have to prove yourself. Hot to that extent really.

This is g hard dimension. I am glad that vou are prepared to

talk about it for a little while. If I can give you an example

in my own colleagues at Battle Cross that was. There were some
that had been to 'specialist colleges', Dartford, Bedfard, I.M.M.

But others went to Coventry and another went to Dariington. Now
you tell me what thgt would lead to.

Well there's four P.E. colleges and one isn't a P,E. college
and the P.E, colleges will think that they are more superior....

than non-P.E, colleges.

Yes. You've got it,

I don't feel that personally....But I do think there is a lot of
that about.

End of Recording

No Follow-up Comments
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Discussing the issue of additional qualifications ('Sporting bodies)
M.23 elaborated on reasons for pursuing courses such as A.G.A. - F.A.
A.A.A,

It is principally just to get in depth one, because one of the problems
are not necessarily a problem but one of the developments of recent
years is the fact that the advisers, and what have you, think that
your college course, the basic college course, suggests that you

are capable of teaching but the more impressed if you have got the

recognised national bodies' certificates.

I can remember when I was just finishing last time, The town was_alive

beceuse P.E. Adviser had just sent around a pretty strongly worded
edict on safety.

That's right.

This had really upset the apple cart, There was a lot of instability

and unhappiness at that time, That seems to have settled down now?

Well, I think that has settled down because P.E. Adviser has settled
down. That's right, he was personally trying to make his mark within
the County, a useful bloke, I have no criticism about him as far as
that goes. He alweys was available until 6 o'clock, at Hucklebrough.
That was not always the case. This is one of the main problems we
find is that I have been now 3 days to try and contact the man over
a problem., Where once upon g time within 5 or 1C minutes you could
get on the 'phone to the office. Now he is in charge, principally
one of his main roles is still safety and I think in the beginning

he was just getting to grips with it.

Yes.

He is very good on safety you know. He knows the ins and outs and
upside downs but I think he has settled down.
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I was going to say he is . very keen on the legalities.

But as 1 say he does not seem to be as active now he seems to

have settled down.

L _am not so sure thet the Physical Education Organiser has an

avful lot of impact in the schools. Do you know what the gituation
is in Hucklebrough?

Well, I find with this P,E. Adviser he does have an impact

Does he?

Oh, most certainly, 1 know the standard of physical education
with the old Hucklebrough Authority we found or appeared to be
very high particularly when we went out to other schools and saw
the things that were going on there, He would not have tolerated

-

it. He really would not have tolerated and I thinkeoeosos

And he would really have taken some action about it?

Oh yes, Oh yes, when he comes round our school at the present he's
quite prepared to give criticism, and a bit tactless too. At times
he comes out with some silly things probably because he has been
out of the classroom for so long but by and large the man knows

his job and people sometimes sit up and listen.

What has happened since youwent into Cleveland because there has
been a feeling been registered that there is a sort of alienation,

involved: suspicion that everything is going off across the river
and Hucklebrough felt a bit isolated as 2 result of the County teke-over.

Yes, we tend to stand still instead of progressinge We felt that we
were ahead of County generally, in facilities and most things and we

felt that since we have gone into County we have had to stand still.
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For instance, you know we've got a swimming pool. All comprehensives
in Hucklebrough have swimming pools and when we first came I thought
this was an excellent opportunity to get the feeder schools to use
the pool if we were not using it. Prineipelly for the youngsters to
get an idea of what secondary school, the size, the physical size of
a secondary school is like and we had plang and I've been round the
various heads and contacted them and I know most of them personglly.
Great idea! They thought it was excellent for the....

less travelling.

Lots of enthusiasm.

Oh, there was loads of enthusiasm but the principal thing was, you
see that for instance High Park School up there. They could come
down have a half an hour swimming session., All in all it only took
out of their timetable two lessons where as they were bussing every-
where and it was taking sometimes all morning and the same length

of swimming. An excellent idea. We contacted County. County's
answer was that the schools in Hucklebrough, as far as swimming

is concerned, have got bread and butter, why give them jam? When
the schools at the other side of the river have not even got their
bread and butter, and that was the reaction. Nine months later when
money started getting a little bit tight they wanted to cut down on
bussing. They came back and said, "Do you think it's a good idea if?"
and we turned round and said, "And there you have the plans that we
submitted to you nine months ago." And that was the sort of reaction;
and we felt that the schools down that side were pushing ahead to

cetch up and we were stagnating.

That's good evidence I think,

Particularly at the moment we are short on, really on P.E, facilities.
We only have the sports hall and the swimming pool and the shared

drama hgll which is not very conducive to gymnastics which is basically
what we use this far and yet it's going to be 1985/90 before they
consider a gymngsium. And yet I know schools on that side who have

got better basic facilities than we have and who are getting new gyms built.
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It seemg as if that side is having to cateh up at our expense,

We are not getting a fair crack of the whip so they are holding
things tight here to let the others cateh up and it seems to be
the trend. 0h we feel bitter on this one because we felt that we

are being held back instead of allowing us to progress.

Coming back to Fleetwith itself., What do vou think of the facilities

vou have zot? Are they adequate for the job that you are doing?
I think that most P.E. teachers do the job they are agble to as well

as they can, Certain things block them. One of the things could be
facilities but T get the impression that facilities in Hucklebrough
are exceedingly good., But once in them they may not be ag good as they
look to be,

By and large I would agree with you as far as six schools are concerned.
This is a purpose built (comprehensive school). We have sot the worst
facilities, indoor facilities. We have got one sports hall, a shared
drama hall and swimming pool. All of the comprehensives have got a

sports hall, a swimming pool and at least one gymnasium,.

That's right.

Most of them have got two, I mean Aiden have got three, Aiden have
got three, that's right! Gargrave have got two, Callaly have got
two and Dovedale have got two, Bamburgh have got two, Eltermere,

they have two so rezlly they all have got what we've got plus two,

So_you have a pool, a gvm, a shared drame hall and a sports hall?

No, we haven't got a gym. We've got a sports hall, shared drama hall.
Now the one difficulty which we find, again we get the volume of
youngsters down, and fair enough we have a good staff ratio. We

do well when I say we have a good staff ratio. Ve never have groups
of more than thirty. By and large we seem to have groups of less
than twenty. Occassionally we get a few more than that. So as far
aspupil ratio is concerned it is reasonably good. For instance if

it's a particularly wet day and we need indoor facilities we have
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the sports hall and then perhaps the dance/drams hall,

It's & nice sports hall too.

It's a good sports hall, its a big one but it's reduced in it's
size because we have no storage facilities. All the stuff has to
be stored around, hence the risk to accidents, as 2 matter of
fact but the plain fact. I would prefer if I had the choice
initially and saying what I would rather have had. I would have
had two gymnasiums rather than one sports hall. To me it would
be far better. The changing rooms are shockingly inadequate, you
know we just cannot change. For instance on a Thursday afternoon
we get 215 down. That's half boys and half girls, it's a lot of
bodies to get changed in particularly because they are Vth year.

And that was the changing room that I went into just now?

et

Now we have to change somewhere in the region of gbeut 100, 150

lads in here, it's not adequate, you've got nine showers in all

and one toilet. Especiglly if they are all older pupils so facility
wise this is our main problem. We did have some problem with staff
but after grafting, and working and cajoling and impressing on the
head this year we were successful in getting one on each side (male/
female). But it's been hard work, you know. He's got to see that we
are successful, we have been producing the goods and because we

have been doing that he's been pretty keen,

Last time I spoke to you, okay he was one of the Heads I thought
who was, well you could almost anticipate you've got a long battle

on, not very interested in physical education, Not very much feedback,

Not much encouragement coming towards you or the department., Has that

changed at 2ll? L vyears, it could have changed a lot. If you would
tell me a little about your battle it might be a help.

In a little bit he has changed. Initially from the fact that it

wasn't so much his antagonism towards P.E. as the Senior Mistress
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who was Head Mistress at the girls school that came here. She was
very antagonistic towards P.E. She didn't think much of the lassie
before that, Judy C. Hany a time didn't get any requisition allowamnce
far the whole year, you know, for new equipment. So she pushed and
pushed and he sew this was going on in her straight because she had
a pretty strong character and he was just.....And since she has gone
he does not interfere as much, you know. If you just sort of keep,
if he's not interested just back out and let us carry on, but he
tends to put a few obstacles in the way. But he has learnt from
bitter experience. I know there was, I know we get a reasonable
reputation school producing professional footballers. There was

one occasion where he signed a form for a lad, schoolboy forms for
Newcastle and I had to bail him out because he had signed the form,
the lad was under age. He had never gone into it and at the finish

I had to go and sort the problem out. Since then he now comes along

and it's what I sayeses

He consults more than he used to.

Well, he has to, you know, because he now realises there are certain
parts of physical education which unless you are involved in on a

day to day basis you just don't know. I now have control over the
ground staff. You know he doesn't worry about the ground staff.

I look after the ground staff, the pool superintendent; liaison

with the caretakers, you know, he's now delegated instead of trying
to rule the whole roost himself...Initially...which I think was his
problem. He sti11 from time to time makes a faux pas but not as often

as he used to,

Does he ever talk any length of time with you about what you are doing

in curricular or extra~curricular? Is he interested in shoring ideas

with you?

Wo not at all, no I get absolutely no conversation with him unless I
go along specifically with either a problem, and it has to be a real

problem for me to go along, you know., You wouldn't normally go and
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say, "Look, I am thinking about something." Just thinking aloud
with him, you'd never go along with him for that sort of informal
policy chat. There is never that, never comes up because not as
I say there is something which I specifically want to go along.
In the seven years the school has been opened the only time he has
been on the scene to see the school compete is on two occasions.
This happened to be when his son was competing, and that was the

only reason he went along.

He never sort of sent for you, look show me around, show me, give

me an hour. What's going on in the pool? Or what's going on in the

sports hall or what?

No, never, he never, he keeps coming on occassions to show his face

and only to ask a question.

How would you react if he did? Would you be suspicious or would it

be an advantage? I often feel that working in a climate, it's the

climate, that I'm worrying asbout, VWhere there is no interest, it's

dead. I like, it's a hard battle, some praise just like you like some

praise, like everybody else does. Now if he doesn't know what the

hell's going on he's not interested is he?

Mo, we have a situation where we've had schools soccer., We often
have a reasonable reputation for soccer where we've had schools
coming up from Manchester and they brought along their headmaster

and Uncle Tom Cobley and all. I know I've found that as being myself
and various members of the P.E. Dept. have been there., He knows about

it but he's developed a headache or something cropped up.

So he's pretty apathetic

If he was to come down I think I might be stood there. 1 might be a

bit suspicious because it's, it would be unusual far him,
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But_if he were there, sort of "well show me a bit of what's going on,"

I would have thoughl that were an indication that he's taking an interest,

But for him, I take the point that it would be so well so exceptiongl for

him you would be bound to be suspicious iao that way.

Well it's not just in our particular department. I mean it's every
department, You know there just doesn't seem to be any liasion,
any interest coming through. Perhaps a little bit in English

department because he's an English specialist,

Yes.

Perhaps a little bit towards music because he likes music., But beyond

that, he isn't showing any active interest.

What do you think of the status of the subject in the school generally?

It's becoming very well accepted as being integral part of the
school's curriculum., One of the ways, I think, again it's been through
a hard process of getting staff involved you know, when he first came
very few staff assisted in teams. So I said, "right every Friday
evening and lunch-time the sports hall and swimming pool are open to

staff and families". And started coming down.

A deliberate attempt to make people welcome, to make the staff welcome.

They come down and now, I mean to say, this lunchtime you probably
could, or most of the times you can go into the sports hall and find
staff and kids in there with the staff looking after. I have now
every year group covered for on the boys side for soccer and rugby.
We have a lot of participation of the staff. But it's been a slog,
it's been a deliberate thing.

You've got male colleagues now helping with football teams althougho...

yes, we couldn't cope unless we had them. 1 couldn't have done a
physical education programme a2t the last school. I was actually

in the hot seat without staff....no way. The girls tend to struggle
a little bit,
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Hove they got any? Because, usually the story between male and female

is so different because they can't get any female teachers. It sounds

as though like gradually getting up vou might be getting one or two.

Well I think there's one or two phasing in towards that, but the

few who would perhaps help more unfoartunately live quite well away.
I think this is something which is coming into teaching now. Once
upon a time teachers tended to live within the easy travelling
distance of the school, Now of course teachers tend to be coming

in from all over, you know jobs are hard so to get they are prepared
to travel thirty, forty, fifty miles.

Which doesn't help.

Well at 4 o'clock you can't blame them., They get into their cars
and go home, I think this tends to be more with the women than the
men. The women seem to go where the man's got his job and the

woman's got to travel.,

I get the impression coming into this school that the pupils come

from a very pleasant catchment area. There may be one or two problems

but I wouldn't have thought they were big pupil problems., In coming

back to this climate I wouldn't think that you have big pupil problems

here.

Oh we've got none. It's o fallacy actually. People get the wrong
impression of the catchment area. Even locally they think Fleetwith
behind the park, good catchment area, but we get the majority of our
youngsters from rent paying families. You know they see all these
private houses round here and they think "Oh great". You know, but
it's not true most of our youngsters come from rent paying families
whereas Gargrave school, at the other end, most of their youngsters
come from private houses. Yet they've got worse problems, terrible
problems, at times. I think basically, this is my philosophy on it,
when we came and joined together we had two selective schools, there-

fore the academic standard was up there and the behaviour standard was
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already up there. And so new youngsters coming in rose to that
gtandard and therefore it has been an ongoing thing. We maintain
our high standard where a lot of' schools, which were Secondary
liodern schools, their standards tend to be down there, so a new intake
only goes to the high standard of that school which was a lot lower.
This is my philosophy that's been going on. We have a very, very
strong head of lower school. So the first three years are really
kept, you know, with their heads down and it proves dividends in
the long run. We've got no discipline problems, vandalism is almost
non-existent, we have got the lowest vandal rate of any school in
County and that includes primary schools. So we are quite pleased
with that. If you saw the changing facilities as you came through

there is no graffiti.

I wos going to say the graffitic just missing., Well, T suppose if

you wanted to £ind it you would have to look for it but it isn't

there staring at you.

The only graffiti you'll see are on the outside doors, twenty yards
away from this place. That's i1t. This on a night is the place which
causes the problems but the atmosphere is as I say at the school is
very, very good. We get excellent aczdemic results, right the way
through the school, in depth as well, not just a shallow skim off
the top.

Where are your devils then? Where are the devils in your job, that

have to be overcome? That cause you problems that meke vou despair

and make you angry? T can't believe there are none.

It's very difficult finding any, quite frankly. If you have any
problems it's often by the ineptness of the headmaster at times.
He tends to be a little bit frustrating because he decides to
plan something., For instance at half term the lads had planned a
soccer tour of Belgium, got all the go ahead and then were told
yesterday "we don't have holiday then and it has to be scrapped.”
After about......
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The lads had got it organised.

200 quids worth of deposits have gone in non-returnable. You see
because the head had decided he was going to have a couple of
occasional days but of course you can't apply for those until
next term. County have only got the official 3 days so it means
the lads being off school.

That's serious.

It happened last year with the skiing. You know this is the sort

of thing if there are any problems it tends to develop round
organisation problems from the hierarchy as we call them "The
Magnificent Seven". This is where the main problems are. As we

had initial problems when we first came in vis-a-vis of the boys

and girls and use of facilities., But these were only teething
problems, Once we got into the swing we find that there are no
problems at all, you know. When the girls are on swim and gymnastics,
the boys on their games and have a sports hall and vice~versa but
again its something which initially were teething problems but through
the last three or four years those problems have been sorted out.

So basically, from my point of view, I could be looking through
roge=coloured spectacles at my department and say that it would

appear to be running pretty smoothly.

It seems so from what you say. Now since I came here last time,

that you looking back, reflecting back, must have seen a steady

improvement, a steady consolidation. You must be guite pleased about
that?

I am, I am pretty pleased.

But there's nobody coming in and saying so. That would help wouldn't it?

Well yes and no. I can sit back and be self-satisfied to some degree.
Although you're never totally satisfied. You always feel there's

scope for improvement., Perhaps it's Jjust my character. I don't
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really need people to come and say, "You know that's good," because
in your own mind you know yourself from your own experiences, in
your mind, you can sit back and you know it's good. But within a
department I like to go along and praise when praise is reguired
and I don't give it lightly and I think the rest of the department
know I don't give it lightly. So when I dc show pleasure they know
it's sincere. 1 never come the heavy hand, well that's not true,

I don't appear to come the heavy hand with them. This is something
I am not always happy with but I will discuss it with them and they

know that I will not be too happy with them but as I sayeces

Whet kind of lesdership, what kind of Leader do you think you are,

democratic, consultative or do you lead from the front.,..7

I like to lead a little bit by example, I like to be the first one
out. You know, I make swe J'm not the second and the third out,

I 1ike to be the first one out. But before we decide on something
it's a consultation. You see we all have coffee together that's where

we have a good chin wag.

You don't then have to call formal meetings?

That's right, that's right, the head likes formal departmental

meetings. We have one twice a day.

That's right.

Rather than say, one every three or four weeks we have one every
day. If there are any problems, it's sorted out there and then,
you know over coffee. And there's one or two of the people who

help out with various sports come down as well.

From vour polnt of view when yvou have a team of human beings there

are bound to be tensions arise. Different philosophies certainly

between men and women. It happens in my job, it always has and
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presumably it always will be. What are the tensions in your particular

ggpartment? T mean, I get the impression of & cohesive group, a very

friendly group, getting on obviously, enjoying the job J would think

mest of the time but nonetheless there will be areas where there is

disagreement. I don't mean savage but there will be differences of

outlook.

On the boys side, obviously closely connected there, I can honestly
say that in 4 years we've never had any disagreement on policy. I
think basically because we're always together, we tend to drink
together, we tend to socialise to a certain degree together. We

talk zbout things outside of school. Give and take arguments and
therefore the policy, or the philosophies have developed on a less
official basis and when it does come down to any policy decision
and that, T know the feeling from the rest of them. They know my
feeling and we've already hit some happy medium, Everybody's adapted

to each other's shape really. Right, which you've got to. Vhen you've

got six bodies in a department you can't afford to impose your attitude

abgolutely on them, you know you've got to be able to give and take.

And the way that you run it is you've got your men working as a team

and they've got to know each others idiosyncrasies and what their pet

hates, what their likes are. You've got a working team. You let the

women do much the same, T take it?

Yes, there's a little bit of a problem there actually because
this (the tape) is not going to be thrown out, is it? (Re=assurance

given - "No").

This is one of the areas which obviously is off the record.

I mean the lassie who is in charge of the P.E. She's got a little
bit of a personality problem in that she can be a little bit moody.
There are ocassions when she lets things get on top of her, T

recognise this and try and help her through it.

Yes.
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V.B., is excellent. She was exactly the same. But it gete to a point
sometines where there is & little bit of friction. This happened
about five or six, no less than that, L weeks ago.
Yes
Just weren't speaking to each other, you know. An occasion arose
where one zrranged something, another arranged something and they
clashed}
Yes
One was adamant that hers was the thing, and the other was adamant
and I had to sit down and say, "right, you've got to sort this
problem out. If you were speaking it would not have happened so
you had better get your problem sorted out, get speaking and let's
get things going again.,"
Yes
And now...
It's rolling ggain?

Oh yes, yes but it's a pity I had to take the lead, you know,

Well you had to in that case because when women get to this stage....

It needs an arbitrstor to come in.,..which you did.

And I had to be guite strong in that, you know. Otherwise it could
poison the whole department.

Right, right, While I tend to sit back from the girls side I still
take in, you still watch and you still know what's going on., I let

the girls, head of girls F.E. sort their timetable out. Who takes what.
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But still lock at it in case I see any imbalance, which I did see.
An imbalsnce in this years, V.B. was really a bit more pushed. So
we worked on from there,....There was a little bit of imbalance
there, yes, so I got that one solved, you know, otherwise again,
it could have caused a little bit of unrest. But it's going again.
I think by and large, it's like I say, is that you've got to sit
back and watch and watch carefully.

Moving onto the programme now. That you've obviously worked out,

refined over the years. What would you say were the Fleetwith strengths?

That you would say, "Look, I care about that and I think we've got it

right.” I am not going for the weaknesses but strenesths.

Coming on just to the programme, if we can. When we first started

off, you know, new comprehensive, loads of facilities, loads of
equipment we offered a broad area of teaching right across, you

know, trampolining across to fencing. You know it was a full

spectrum of activity. And then we sat bhack after about eighteen

months and examined it. And we didn't like what we saw. We felt

that the youngsters were getting a gpattering of little bits but

they had nothing in depth. So we looked and said, "Right in the

first three years we've got to stick. We've got to stick in the first
three years. In the winter we're going to have soccer, rugby and

cross country, swimming and gymnastics and the like." Not necessarily
educational gymnestics, a hapoy medium between educgtion and olympics
and we found particularly with gymnastics there is a hell of a carry
over into all the activities, body awareness, strength, the lot, you
know. Having, now, looked back agein after four years we think we did
the right thing by narrowing it down., We get the youngsters now who've
gzot depth in the subject. At the end of the third year we progress onto
a ‘choice'. A limited choice in the 4th year where they can do table
tennis, d¢ badminton, do trampolining, you know, the various activities.
But it's a limited choice, Still having the basic hardcore subjects

as well. In the 5th year when it becomes 'guided choice'. We expand

a little bit more with the 5th year but also you have the 6th form

where we do let them have free choice. That's how our programme's
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developed, and we think that the programme's right. Our particular
strengths....we're pretty successful as a soccer school. We're
highly successful rugby school. If one, you know when you talk
about success, if vou talk about trophies, if you want to talk
about trophies then we're highly successful in soccer, we are
highly successful in rugby, we're highly successful in swimming,
we're highly successful in athletics, we're highly successful

in badminton. Now we're highly successful right across the board.
If you want to talk of success as to the depth the youngsters have
got then I would say that they've got depth, again right across
the board because we have youngsters who are now going beyond the
school, into clubs, joining clubs and therefore from that point of
view by the fact that the, we now are looking on, or now the kids
are looking on P.E. as something that is developing them for
something after school. WNot just for school clubs. But for the
adult clubs. Then I think we're pretty successful and have
strengths in & canny depth.

The thing that prompts this, T'm becoming a bit disenchanted with

all the claims., I get a bit weary of all the claims that are made

for education and so on, and think we are over-ambitious in what

can be done and what can't be done. "Well what have T done for these
kids?" Do you ever do that? What the hell am I doing for most of

them?" Do you ever think in these terms?

Yes. We try to think about this actually not at the ends of the

5th year. We try to think about this all the wgy through the school.
You know, when you first come into teaching I think a lot of young
teachers when they first come into the profession think that success

is measured in the number of pots in the trophy cabinet.

That's right.

I probably fell into this trap like everybody else..."Pot hunters".
Then you look after and say, "Pots are not everything." It means
that eleven kids have done well, you've got another 120. You know

what do the other 120 achieve. We try to measure some success by
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not just necessarily successful teams; Even though I think successful
teams, you know, are a necessgary thing at school. I look at the fact
that on a Sunday morning I go down to Beavers Rugby Club and I can
find 20, 30, 4O youngsters from this school are down at Beavers
Rugby Club training with Beavers Rugby Club. Or I can find I can go
across to any number of half a dozen Badminton clubs on a Saturday
morning or a Sunday morning and find youngsters from this school are
involved in that. I can read the local paper on a Saturdsy night,
the local paper and find out he went to ow school, he went to our
school and know that a lot of youngsters, a hell of a lot of
youngsters are in fact involved in sport after school. You know

the teams, and it's = considerable number you know.

I would find that veryv consoling. I find that very rewarding,

Well, this is where I find the reward.

You see my thinking is coming down to a simpler level and I'd say,

right in your position, at the end of five years if T could say every

kid in the school could swim that is something tangible - universally

worthwhile. Tf I can just raise one controversial area, a lot of schools

spend loads of time on athletics....a tremendous gmount of time on

athletics. How many go on to sustain athletics? In Hucklebrough it's

not worth it,

Ho, quite.

I mean, it's a duff club, the town club, I say T wonder wvhat I would

do if I were here, whether 1 would pursue the athletics because

there's not a cat in hells chance that after spending all that time,

all the equipment, not 1 in 1,000 will continue with athletics. It's

enjoyable once you've got it but what's the chance of it carrying on

into adult life?

You see, this is one of my bitterest arguments. You hit on one which

really is a pet hate of mine at the moment,

Have I upset you?
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No. No, actually in Hucklebrough at the moment we have had a
meeting just last week, last Wednesday and the pinnacle ot the
summer term is the inter-~school athletics, And I find that

there sre some schools who do nothing else. Less now, athletics,
athletics end consequently when it comes to inter-school athletics
they get their just reward, if that's what they want. They get into
the trophies. Now, again, years ago I was the same, you know, I
fell into that one and then that's when I said, "Blow that."

And now what we do in the summer term we still have our gymnastics.
We still have our swimming. We still have athletics and we still
have cricket, and tennis but every year they all get an equal
weighting, when it came to sort of....we do owr athletics basicelly
in the first half of the summer term. Obviously a bit of winter
work, from Christmas to Easter we 40 some indoor coaching woark
with them,but when it comes to say selecting the town team for the
County Championships I would say that this school have a good

third boys and girls have a good third in the town team so one
would assume that when it comes to the Inter-schools at the end

of term we would be you know, in with the pots. It does not always
follow because once our block of, you know we work our iads on that
six weeks so that they come up to a peak for the town championships,
you know the top trials for the town team goes. After that, then we
phase out of athletics and we move on to cricket or we have tennis,
So when it comes to the Inter-schools at the end because our lads
nerhaps have not spent as much time on athletics, we do not
necessarily win; but there again, you know we're always pretty

well up. T do find that in fact quite a lot of people spend far

too much time on athletics. I really do.

I get the feeling, I go around talking to them both in pubs and in

schools a lot of P.E. teachers are afraid to say, "I don't believe

]

in doing that and I'm not going to do it." They are afraid to throw

it out, and I am trying to get at that for I felt sure that if they

followed their own hunch they'd be right,

We threw basketball out here. We found that the amount of time we
necessarily had to devote to basket