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conomlc Caanueg

eriy and Poor Helicf; The Able-bodied Pauper and the

liew Poor Law in Morih Yowrlshirg, Noif o 1900,
ABSTRACY .

The framews of the Poor Law smenduent Act of 1834 envisaged that,
vnder the reforned relief systom, with its tenet of ‘less eligibility!',
the problem of able-bodied paupericm would disappear. The thesis
investigates the relief of avle-~bodicd poor in Horth Yorkshire, in the

4y -

period ¢ 1634-1900U, and asks vhethor the iiew Poor Law, as it operated

in this rural northern region, was successiul in terms of the ais of

183k, t'he interest of such a regional study lies in the unique
provlecs of poverty asscciated with de-~indvstriclisation, wnich were
£z £ 9 9

1y

typical of acither tae rural south nor the northern industrial towans -

'cas waich hove received comnsiderable attention from both coantemporary

]
[

noor law conmentators and higtoricns. The first chapter is concerned with
the process of de-industrialisation - the timing cnd extent of the
decline of ruwral industrics, the size and cdistribution of their labour

force, in addition tvto their rates of vazyes and ewmployment. Yhe

interaction hetwecn central and local poor icy aunthoritics ia the

>

in vorth Yorishire Formrs the

=5

aciinistrotion of avle=bodicd poor relied
sunject of chapter two, whilc chapter three cxomines in more detail vhe
wressurc excrted on the poor relicf gystem by difforent groups of able-
bodicd poor in the period of de-indusirialisation. Pincally, the

3

clavive irmortaonce o poor low rolief im the lives of the able-bodied

[N

poor is concidercd. Councontrating oan just one aspoct of the lew Poon
Law and attenptins to relotce socio-cconomic developments to the
admniaistration of woor relicf acccusiteted siftins through much prinary

noor law paterial fox only a nodest retura and wunolysing de-industrialiscation

in more detall then Ao sonsihle Sooa secondary sources alone.
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BC0HOIIC CHALWGE, POV. _,RL‘V A0 POCOR RuLiia:

THE ABLE-BODIED PAUPER AND TIIS WEJ POOR LAY
IN HORTH YORKSHIRSG. 1834 - 1900,

LHLRODUCLION

This thesis is not a general history of Poor Law administration in

liorth Yorishire after 1334: it mcles no attempt to deal with most of

~

the routine unatters - hastardy, orphanage, sicliness and old age - which
occupied the day to day dvtention of the Boards of Guardians and their

officials, throughout the ninetcenth century. iathcer it is an avtenpt

to concentrate on one particular facet oif the vorlking of the ilew Poor
Law = . the way>in which, in practicc, it dealt with the syecial problens
of the acult male ‘able~bodied'! pauper in ouc predominantly rural area
of northera kngland. The stpdy of ‘'able-=bodiecd! pauperism in ilorth
Torighire .secns wvorth undertaliing for tuo reasons: first, because the

intcrest of the fraumers of the Poor Law of 1834 lay in the

o
".:)
!"'“:

ae . ~

eradication of this able=-bodicd pauwerism and, sccond, because liorth
Yorkshire's socinl and eccononic higtory aftcr 1lo3h was typical of
neither the rural south of knglend nor the urban/industrial nortl -

arcas uvkich have received ozt attention from poor law historians in the

past. (1) It vas an arca vhich, in tho courss of the ceavury, became

~u 9

(1)
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tde-—industrialised’; the only nctable grouth uithin the regaon to
compensate for the decline of wining and textile manufacturc and other
non-agricultural activity vas i1n the service towns, particularly
Harrogate and Scarborough, and several textile manufacturing towns in
the south of the region. llNorcover, North Yorkshire was sufficiently

close to major industrial and urban arcas to feel their influence strongly.

The area chosen for the study comprises tuenty two Poor Lav unions -
fiftcen in the North Ridang and seven in the Uest Riding.(2) 'The choice
of region vas determined by tuo factors = the existance of records and
its rural, as opwosad to urhan, character. Xeighley, Lharficdale and
{letherby unions in the Uest Riding vere omitted for several reasons;
they were adjaceut to the urban/industrial unions round Bradford and
Leeds and had features of both rural and urban/industrial districts.
Keighley and Wharfedale unions yero described in the early twentieth
century as consisting of ""pomulous panufaciuring dastricts ... all
closely conunected with heavy uvoollen and vorsted manufacturies.!(3)
Keighley marlkad the northerly extont of tho influence of the anti-poor
lav movement in the 1830's and carly 1840's. lioreover no poor law uaion
recorcds survive for harfedale aad lethorby unions. Uith the exceptioas
of liiddlesbrough, Guischorough, Scarborough and Yhitby unions, the North
Riding vas described as "purely agricultural" with the inhabitants
“mainly emmloyed in pursuits of an agricultural nature.'(4) The tuo
North Ricing unions omitted from the study, Hiddlesbrough cad Guisborough,

become important industrial and nining centres in the sccond hall of the

(2)  Sec Appondiz A
(3)  PR.1209 (h526) XLilf p.276
() Ibid p.y52




nineteenth century. Topographically Horth Yorkshire exhibited great
diversity: the N¥orth Yorkshire lioors in the cast, the Pennines in the
vest, drained by rivers - Swale, Ure, Nidd, harfe, Aire, (use,
converging on the central Vale of York, which ran the length of North
Yorkshire. By and large, the unions in the lovland areas of the Vales
of York and Pickering, for example, kalton, Basingwold, Thirsk, Richmond,
Bedale, Great Quseburn, were devoted almost exclusively to agriculture,
vhile upland and coastal arcas often had a more diverse ewonony, for
example, leadmining and textile manufacture was mainly centred in the
Pennine unions of Recth, Aysgarth, Leyburn, Pateley Bridge, Settle,
Sedherch and Skipton, aand shinbuilding and fishing in Scarborough and

Uhitby unions.

Because the concern of the thesis is with just one form of poverty
and one aspect of the working of the Poor Law rather than with the
operation of the lav as a whole, the thesis has had to rely on many
fragmsntary sources, wvwhose yield was scanty in proportion to their volume.
This was especiélly true of the minutes of the Boards of Guardians;
mectings, though their userulness varied according to the amount of
information and detail included in them by the clerks. Reasonably
complete series for the nineteenth century exist for most unions, the most
serious loss being the minutes for Settle, Skiptom and Sedbergh unions.
Several of the records have 'reappeared! only recently as a result of
local governmment rcorganisation. Host of the poor law union records are
deposited at the North Yorkshire County Record Office, Horthallerion,
though the minutcs of Gresat Ouscburn and Insresboroush unions are at the
“lest Yorkshire County ZJecord Office, Uakefield, and those of Iipon union

at Whe Archives Department, Sheepscar, Leeds.(4a)

T

(ha). Recently the Xnaresboroush and Great Uuseburn BGl have been
transferred {o the .i.¥.C.R.0,



Enguiries at Skipten and Settle Branch Libraries and Craven District
Council failed to produce any records, apart from some very late
ninetecnth and early tventieth ceantury Skipton poor law reccords, kept

in the basement of Skipton library. The poor lau records for Sedbergh
union, deposited at the County Offices, Kendal, included no nineteenth
century minutes. Few other poor law union records, vhich would have
thrown more light on the provision of relief to able-bodied persons,
have survived and are mostly late nineteenth century. lioreover, such
Letter Books as survive oftcon duplicate the correspondence found in the
central records of the Poor Law Commissioners. The Hinistry of Health
papers, clagées 12 and jag’locatcd at the Public Wecord Uffice, Londen,
vere found to be more useful as é'sburce of infornmation regérding relief
to ahlc=bodied poor, tﬁqqgh again any recfercice 0 able<Bodied pouperisn,
particularly after the early years éf the Newv Poor Lav, had Eo be sifted
from o mass of correspondence onm general administrative mattors relating
to the’ﬁbikhouseg poor lgw officials' salarics and appointuents, medical
arranzenents, finance etc. Clags HH12 includes correspondence between
the central poor lav authority and Boards of Guardians, parochial poor
relief oificials and others, 1834=19OOO Class LHH32 consists of
correspondence between Assistant Poor Law Conmissioners, Poor Law Board
and Local Government Board Inspectors and the cenitral poor law authority,
16342400, arranged alphabetically under the names of Assistant
Commissioners and Inspectors. Some information rogarding poor relief
aduinistration in the years betwecen 1834 and fhe setting up of the new

union (almont tuwenty years loter in a few cases) is still te be found

e

n the parich and township records, in particular the Vestry minutes and




the records of the overseer of the poor. Such records for North
Yorkshire, if not remaining ia the custody of the parish vicar, have
been deposited at either the North Yorkshire County Record Office,
Northallerton or the Borthuiclt Iastitute, York. The records of
Knaresborough and Scriven with Tentergate townsnips, until recently
stored, uncatalogued, at the Council Offices, Knaresborough, and now at
Horthallerton, are of oarticular value since they cover the period of
the serious decline in the town's linen industry in the second quarter

of the nineteenth century, prior to the formation of the union in 1854,

dvidence of Royal Commigssions and Select Committecs and Accounts and
Paners on the Poor Léw and associatoed topics - and the Annual Reports of
the Poor Law Ceumission, FPoor Law Board and Local Government Board. With
onc or two exceptions newsnapers verce not a fruitful source of
information; generally local nevspapers did not appear in the arca until
the seéomd half of the century, by wvhich date the problems surrounding

the introduction of the New Poor Lay and the economic difficulties

facing certain groups of rural workers had been largely resolved.

The plethora of statistics, compiled by the central poor law
authority, would seem at first sight to facilVlitate a quantitative study
of able-bodied pauverism. Hovever, many historians of the Poor Law,
struck by the apparent comprencasiveness of the statistics in the period
of the licw Poor Law, have, on investigation, found najor deficiencies,
preventing an accurate study of pauper numbers and more detailed analysis
of ponperism. Many of the published returns give details of able-bodied
pauperisn in the county, and aftcer 1857, in the uanion - county; for

exaunle, the returns giving the numbers of able-bodied males and females,




receiving outdoor recliefl o account of being out of wvork, insufficieuncy

of earnings and other causes, not being sickness, asccident or infirmity,

are based on the countiy and, in tho cate of Yorkshire, the Riding. As

the region being studied includes unions in both the North and Hest

Ridings these returns are of little value.

There are two problens

relating to the unien rcturns of able-=bocdied pauperisi.

The first is the

'able=bodied',

'Able=bodiced!

vague definition of included persons

temporarily unabic9 through illness or accident, to work, wvhile aged

paupers, though able fo work, were often classed as ‘non-able'. Therefore,

"As evidonce of prevalent destitution caused by want of employment or

Gepression of trade, the numer of {Bble-bodied maupers) ... is by nd

neans a truc criterions'i(5) Wo 1685 the returns cinply gave the total

numbers of dble-bodiecd adult males and feuales and chlldren@ receiving

relief outdoors and in tho vorkhouse.(() In 1885 a distinction vas made

(5) onort_of the PLB lu a?O PoliViid
s > m—anm .
(6) o “;AV11 PP eL0-1L
_ ‘or »aiupers relisved oo
Cutdoor . able=bodied male
- EE feuale
children under 16
— noa & — Jitto
— lunatics
F_ ragrants
— %total
Incove —~— ableshodied nale
EE Tenale
chilildren under 16
xom! " — yitto

luuatico

VHPLQPBG .




between able-bodicd malosg roceiving outdoor relief on account of
infirmity, sickacss, accidont and other causcs.(7) In 1890-1 the
distinction botuecn able-~bodied in good health and temporarily disabled
was applied to indoor as well as outdoor wale paupers.(8) An additional
difficulty is the fact that the entire family was classed as paupers and
not just the person receiving the relief, whether it was the head of the
family or a legal dependant. A second problem in assegsing the extent of
pauperism is that the returns give the number of paupers relieved on only
tvo days of the year - January lst and July lst. Prior to 1848 there
vere quarterly returns of pauperism, which tended to overstatc the

nunber cf poauners becansb the periocd, 25th Decenber—to“ﬁi%hfﬁ&?dh was

the heaviest quartor ©o» mauperism and a pauper 1ight be. rolieved on
T T ¥ P L

(7) (502) LHVIL pp.10-11
(8)  Reoldshenl (250) 1nVi1l p.10-11
Hunber of pauhers relieved ... .
T . - , a2 - in heglth .
Indoor - able-bodied nale | temporarily disabled

female < i health
"L tenporarily disabled
children uader 16

L non M males
: E female
_ children under 16
— lunatics
L vazrants
L total
Outdoor —~ able<bodied male LE?elieyed on accoup? of their
F own sickness, accident or
infiroity
relicved for other causos
- fenale
L~ ghildren under 16
— non ~ male
- fenale
- children under 16
— lunatics

—  vasfunts

= gotal




perhaps four occaéiéns in this time and be counted, nol as one pauper,
but as four.(9) The returns of pauper numbers on two days of the year
vere introduced as a wmore reliable measure of the annual total of
paupers than the quarterly return. Houever, as pauper {igures were not
usually at their highest on January lst, the day returns tended to
understate the nuamber of paupers. A count of paupers relieved during
the year ending 30th September, 1907, was over tuice as much as the
average of the two-day returns.(10) Vhile it is difficult to gauge
the extent of able~bodied pauperism from the statistical tables, it is
virtually impossible to do:so using tables of union cxpenditure. In the
period of the Poor, Law Commission, returns of union exnenditure wvere
divided into two seot;oms, only two of which were dircectly concerned
wvith expenditure on poor relief - the amount "expended in relief and
maiatcnance éf the poor' and "medical relief", (11) After 1038 the first
category was subdivided into I-mmaintenance, Qutrelief, Workhouse loans
repaid and interest thereon, Salaries and rations of oificers, Otheér
expenscs of or immediately connected with relief. In the Yenth Annual
Report of ;e Poor Lau Boara, 1857, there vas a neu classification of
the heads of*expcnditureg which was found in the Anuual Reports of the
Poor Lay Boatd.anﬂ Local Governnent Board to 18738-9, continued %o 1884
in the Index to Accounts and Papers, under the heading "Poor' and then

under the heading "Local Taxation'.(12)

(9) 2n6 Annual Report of the PLB 1849 5.8
_ ‘L [ii polb
(11) ﬁb uﬂLs on nouued in a. relief and maintenance of the poor.
b, law charges.
¢. paynents under vaccination extension,
rezistravion and parochial assescment Acts.
d. census
C. county rave,
. county/locnl phlice.
Go for all othor purnoses.
h. total parochial rates expended.
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1t was originallﬁxiéténdod that the chapter om economic change in
nineteenth century Horth Yorkshire be based; on secondary sources.
However, a full bibliography of the region's socio=economic¢ history
produced an uncven amount of information - some areas or towns and
industries amply researched while others were scarcely mentioned., A
discussion on the interaction of the Poor Law with social and economic
life in North Yorkshire, therefore, required a more precise and
comprehensive knowledge of the relative importance ¢f the various
industrial activities in the region's economy than could be obtained
from secondary sources alone. Detailed study of the decennial census
material rectified this problem, erabling the rescarcher to determine
the régional distributioa and the numbers engaged'in particular
industfieso Houever, there are voroblens which makg the findings less
precise than might be expected in view of the plethcra of statistical
detail. The printed census personal occupaﬁibn tables in the nineteenth
century wvere based on different adwministrative units, thus makihg a
comparison of the printed returns unviable.(l3) It was necessary,
therefore, to turn to the unprinted census enumerators' schedules for
1841, 51, "6l and 71, though again these vary in the amount of detail
recorded, Though the schedules for 1851, '61l and '71 generally give
the occupations of all adult men regardless of vhether they were heads
of housceholds or not, the infornation coantained in the 1841 census
books is less conprehensive as a rule, only the occupations of the heads
of houscholés were recorded, though occasionally even these were omitted.
The enumerators recorded the principal occupations of the populace and
since much domestic textile manufacture and leadoining, for example,
vere gecondary occuncbions the census returns greatly underestimate the

size of the numbers iavolved. Lilsewise, the nunber of women and children

(13)  Sce Apvendiz ¢




who uere cngaged in industrial activity was much larger than the
schedules indicate. Ilor were the enumerators consistent in giving the
employment of fouales. In 1841 only females who were heads of
households were ensured of am occupation description, while in

subsequent censuses the occupation column for dependent females was
occasionally left blank or inscribed for example, agricultural labourers
vife/daughter, Thus, industrial activity was a factor in more people's
lives than the occupational data, derived from the census enumerators’
books, would indicate. Moreover, the imprecisc occupational terminology
used by the enumerators made the apparently straightforward task of
calculating the number of workers cngaged in a particular occupation
more ¢ifricult. %This is a problem in a coal and leadmining district
where the emumerator merely urote ‘miner’, Similarly, enumerators did
not consistently distinguish between weavers by pover and weavers by
hand., As the number of handicraft textile workers was already féliing
by 1851 the consus returns do not demonstrate the full extent of the
decline in the labour force. Unfortuﬁately, as books later than 1871

are unavailable ¢o the public, owiasg to the hundred year rule, a more
detailed knowledjze of the general and serious decline in, for instance,
lecad and iron mining and handknitting in the late nineteenth century

is denied the present-day student. Despite these éroblems and the
absence of information regarding Eiucﬁuations in the size of different
occupation groups in the interceunsal years, the census material does,
nevertheless, cuuble the historian to study the various industries in
terns of people rather than, for example, the movemcnt of lead or textile
prices ond the omtaing and closure of mines or mills. PFinally, the
secondary naterinl proved to be en inadeguate source of information on
the condition of those vorkers affected by the process of 'de-industrialis-

ation', A thoreush scarch of the nineteenth century parlianentary




papers, particularly the reports and cvidonce submitted by Assistant
Commissioners to various Royal Commissions and Sclect Committees,
provided valuable supplementary evidence on the working and living

conditions of thesc groups of workers.

The aim of the thesis 13 to detvermine whether econonic changes
affecting North Yorkshire and liable to increase able-bodied pauperism
there created a strain for the lew Poor Law and, if so, how it was
resolved. The thesis examines poverty and pauperism specifically
amongst the ableabodiéd nale section of the populgtiop, being the most
inmediately and directly affectoed by ccononic changes and to vhowe poor
law relief vas mosf problematical for the poor lav authorities. The
first chanter exanines cconomic chaige in.North Yorkshire in the
ninetecenth century, focusing, in particular, on the problens facing

various occupational groups, arising from 'de-=industrialisation' of

the region. Chanter two looks at the administrative machinery wvhich was

designed to tackle the problems of poverty amongst the able-bodied.
The firgt section describes oificial policy on poor lau relief to the
able-bodied ac embodicd in the Report of the Royal Commission on the
operation of the ¥Yoor Laws, the Poor Lmy Ancndment Act and the
subsequent regulations issued by the central poor law authorities,
vhile the remaining sections explorce the introduction of the Wew Poor
Law - the reaction of North Yorkshire to the formation of unions and

he implementation of the Orders relaving to administration of poor

i+

relief to able-bodiod - and the poor relief system in operation in
Horth Yorkshirc unions in the period 18354=1900. This chapter discusses
the nature ang exient of onposition t6 the Weu Poor Lav and questions

vhether 1634 significd a decisive alteration in adninistration of




relicf to able-bodied persons. In coatrast with this chapter, wvhere the
main euphasis is on the administration of relief to the able-bodied and
the interaction between central and local poor law authorities and between
poor law policy and poor relief in practice, the third chapter considers
the role played by the New Poor &aw in the relief of those problems of
poverty experienced by the different occupational grouns. The bulk of
this chaptcr is concerned with occupational groups that were most directly
affected by the 'de-indrustrialisation® of Worth Yorkshire in the
nineteenth century - the leadminers in scction one, and the workers in the
sevoral branches of the toxtile industry = handloom linen weavers, handloom
vcave i- of cotton and- 1orsted@ handlnitters aud foctory workers in-scction
tuo. (14) An attenpt is made to relate the study of the lieu Voowr i

nore closely to the cconomic life of North Yorkshire by includins sections
on non-resident paupers, vagrants and agricultural workers; the last zroup
provides an intercsting and important comparison with the agricultural
vorker of soeuth and south-east Eﬁgland, whose alleged ingrained pauncrism
was the occasion of the implementation of the New Poor Law. Alternative
forms of relief to that of the NWew Poor Law available to the poor aro
outlined in chapter four. The thesis concludes with an investigatioa of
the nernunent solution to the economic problems inhereat in de-industrial-
isatiorn <= that of migration of thoce workors.out of North Yorkshire and

the role of the lew Poor Law in this process.

(14) I have not included a study of workers in the traditional
industries of north-east Yorlkehirc in this chapter for scveral
reagons. Whe information, derived fron parlisimentary papers,
noor law material cnd gecondary sources, is less even than that
on leadmvn01s aad texmtile wvorkers. lHoreover, the picture of

ne is couplicated by the fact that nov industrics

; tines in the conbtury vhile a statistical

Tinite deecline in non-agricultural activity

w Last decades of tlhie nineteenth century is

ving to the unovailability of census

dules adter 16Y1.




Chao er One

e s T

Leononic Change in llorth Yorishire

The nineteconth century witnessed a phenomenal increase in

2. £

population and the polarisation of Lngland into industrial-urban and
agricultural-rural districts. The population of England and Wales,
cotimated at just less than nine million in 1801, had iuncrcascd fourfold
by 1911.(1) The population comcentrated in the towns and cities,

particularly in London and the coal mining and manufacturing districis;

Clapham writes of the nineteenth century-

hural
anout

cause

”Hvery traveller in Britain noticed the extraordinary way in which
industry and pownulation verc being concentrated in or ncar the
coal rieasures,i(2)

ereas gencrally evinced a loss or stabilisation of population from

the middle of the century; there vere wany encuiries inte the

s of rural outflow from the 1860's onwards and rural depopulation

in the sccond half of the nineteenth century has been a popular subject

for higtorical rescarch.(3) In 1351 the proportion of the population

(1) WoRelidtchell, ABSTINLY ¢ DUTMISH HMISTOUICAL S2ANIS0LCS (1962) p.b
Population of wngiand and Jales : i weusdads.
1801 3,093, 1641 15,914, 1381 25, 974
1511 10,164, 1851 17,928, 1391 29,003,
o2 12,000, 1661 20,0605, 1901, 32,529,
' 1631 13,097, 1671 22 712, 1911 36,070,
fovever, ot J.il.Clapham, ia Al SCCHONEC RIS WY 7 HODE ] %’Hv'\IH,
Yho uurWV - Pedlier foe L 1520-50 (Jihu}f3§5%‘»01nJE‘ou - thc earsy
ceasus Llrureu cre of course subject to criticisu in detail.?
(2)  J.H.Claphem, LY
(3) UALsS 1851-1951 (1957).

VPO

| ' T (T8v2)
GZ.Lorrain 3mith, ﬁj%ifﬁ U ,.Uf ey :.']* Gy’ RURAL 1IEG awldo (1932)
A LobcwlOJ, “h?ﬂ“ Sl ' Jales® in dosonOUO

1010 T T e
Sog,gquéuGQQ ho clcerntd
povuletion of Lmjland and
Jorlelullelio  Barics 2.2)o Louh
#olurdy, f0a the decrcase of thue a
end Vales. LiDL-GLl' g.5 y

iptribution of the asrvicultural
etuecn the census of 1671 and 13ul?
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living in urban districts roughly equalled that in the rural areas;
fifty years later, however, England was predominantly am urban nation:

... the trend tovards living in 'tovns' had been firmly established
by the end of tlie ninetesnth century.'(4)

.The experience of North Yorkshire stands in marked contrast to that
of the north of England as a whole. The phenomncnal grouth of Teesside
in the second half of the contury was exceptional, being based largely on
iron-mining, iron and steel manufacture, port facilities, coal shipping
and ‘trade, engineering, shipbuilding and the chemical industry. | Although
in thej?eriqd 18511901 the population of rural North Yorkshire ihcreased
f@om'dpprﬁximately 231 060 tc 330,000, the‘increase vas contined to a fou
largér tmms7 very ;cu v111ames or sParsely populated townaaxpo expanded
a!%er the middle of t©tho cemtury. In nincteen of the tuenty tuo poor law
unions in rural Horth Yorkshire the, population remaincd stationary or
decl?héd in the couksce of the ninetcenth century. The marggt touns
ggnerélly maintained or §;ightly inereascd their populaﬁién to the
detrimeﬁt of the surr§unding countryside. Even in the three remaining
unidns9.§garborough, Knaresborough and S8kipton, where thé population
increaSe@iby avout & fhird9 2 half and five-eighths respectively between
1851 and 190}, grovth was limited to the touns of Scarborough, Harrogate
with Pannal and several tounships vest and south of and including Skipton -
namely Addingham, Cowling, Guisburn, Silsden, Bradleys Both, Carletoﬁ,

Barnoldsuick, Salterforth and Thorntoh in Craven.(5)

(&)

chuarsh9 The
11061 (1955

: NuLNﬁ i SOCTLL & °”’ECTLRV OF ENCGLAND AND UALAES
,goso

lisiendall, PG TG TABOURMR LIVAS - A 87T
(1913)  p.ll

7 oF T

65 of populotior 2iviag 1n - Urban Distriets Rural Jistricts
1851 50,2 49,8
1061 54,6 454
”VW 6.8 38.2
C1 67.9 32.1
1891 7250 28,0
1901 79,0 2%.0

S5l - 5

(5)  Soe Appendix




The povulation changes in North Yorkshire reilect in larpge measure

ALy

n ]

the economic devclopnents tha

took place in the nineteenth century.

‘The dccline of rural population was not due merely to a diminishing
agricultural sector, which was a natiomal trend in the second half of

the century, nor to the diminishing number of village craftsmen, such

as carnenters, vheclurights, cobblers, millers, tailors, but to the
decline or in some azeas the loss of important - in both the local and
national context - non-agricultural activities: industries such as the
manufacture, by hand and machine, of cotton, linen, flax, worsted and
woollen textiles, the mining and processing of lead, iron ore and coal,
and; to & lesser exnteat, the alun trade, shiphuilding and fishing. ‘Pwo
wain aréasiof«growth ~ the health and rosb}t touns of Earrogaﬁe and ‘
Sca;bdrpu@h and those textile nanufacturing towns in Skipton union,
ﬁentionod in the  previous paragr'phg modify the overall picture of de-
igﬁpstrialisation in Horth Yorlishire. Scarborough and larrogatc had long
bbéh inmortant as spa towns but théir developacent vas accelerated uith the
cdﬁingA?ﬁ the railwayéo The annual puober of summer visitors to Harrogate
inéreaseé throughout the century, wvith the ecxception of the late 15630's

and early 1640°'s, In 1837 the permanent populatiom was half that of
5héra&jacent toun of Unareshorouzh but in August and Sepbember the iaflux
of yiéitors and scasonal vorkers increased the population fourfold.(6)

“Phe arrival of the railway in 1848-9 "launched Harrogate into an’upward
spiral of econonic growth? and the town became the residence for retired
and comawting busincess and professional ucn.(7) The opening of the York-
Scarvoroush railway line in 1045 had a sinilar revolutionary effect on the
dc#elopmenﬁ of dcerhoroush, which vas alveady renouned as "the Cucen of

Jatering Places'(8)  he rerainder of this chapior, is devoted to a

¢ O FARRCGATT Al KUALISBOROUGH (1970) p.299

| AL

(6) B.Jennings,

(7)  ibia 9.3

— X

(8)  ilL.udirards, #SCAYOICUGE

i



fuller examination of the meore geacral process of 'de-industrialisation’
elsevhere in the region, in terms of the contraction in both the
geographical distrivution of each industry and size of the labour force
and the problcms of louw wages and reduced employment encountered by

those vorkers,

. gggijxtile Industries

A study of the nineteenth century textile industry in North Yorkshire
= a doncstic, gandicraft industry for centuries, reaching its zenith in
the late 01ratepnthrcentury, with?ﬁhe adoption of wvater-powerocd
mechanisation = provides an interesting and diverse account of the process

or de~indusitrialisation.

Pour branchies of the textilce indiustry vere found in Forth Yorkshire
in the early nineteenth century - namely cotton, worsted, wool and linen
manufacturce. Uith the expansion of the United Kingdom cotton trade in the
second half of the eighteenth century the cotton industry extended from
Lancashire into Yoritshire - in Settle, Skipton and Sedbergh uwrions(9).

The district was able to meet the demand for water power to drive
machinery for spinniag and, at a later date, weaving looms. During the
eigatecnth century wool textile manufociure becane coancentrated in the

Vest Riding, with cloth manufacturing arcas in the south - Hast Anglia,

(9) A Raistrick, OLD YORX: W DALES (1967) p.90
"eoo upner Airedale aud unaggedalc soe along with lowver Ribblesdale,
becume essentially cotton spinning ordus.’
See UQTowilég Yrhe Yorkshire ool Wentile InLuutry in J.G.Jenkins,
i LHoySTRY T : 1, (1972) p.2l13

!

1651 Census:= flo. of cotiton nmanufacturers in =

1. Skipton union 1,158 males 856 females
2. Sottle union 256 @ 215 "

3, Khnrobho‘uu‘h union 30 i 39 i

L,  Sedberin u n 29 i 27 i

5. Poteley Bridge union 4 w -

v 38Ry (U590 = ¥E) | LLKVIIL pp.708, 717, 710, 719
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Yuffolk, Uest Hent, sSurrey, laupshire, Gloucestershire, Uilishire -
declining in iwportance

W3y 1772 Yorksaire procduced about one~third of the country's
total output.(10)

Ry L850, 90 wer cent of vorsted goods werce produced in the Uest
Ridirg. (11)

Domestic worsted manufacture intenmsified in the area of Bradford, Halifax,
Keighley, extending up the Aire and Vharfe valleys and "By the turn of

he ceantury the Yest Ridins wool textiles belt had more or less reacaed
its maxinum geographical expression.'(12) Uith the implementation of
water-novered worsted spinning, ¢ 1750-1000, the rivers Aire and vharfe
and their tributeries permitted the location of worsved mills in Skipton
unioa. whe contre of the vool cloth industry in the Jest Hidirng vas
Leeds and neighbouring towns; it too cxztended up the iiire and wWharfe
valleys as far as Skinton union, waere, in 1051, 545 nale wool cloth
nanufacturers were recorded. Thus, textile manufacture was important in
the econony of Craven, though googravhically it was on the periphecry of
the Lancashire cotton area and the lUest Qiding woollen district. The
nortiiern dales = VWensleydale, Svaledale, Dent and Garsdale = having
connections with Richmond and IKendal, déveloped iﬁto vorsted and knitting
yarn ceatres. By tiie carly seventeenth century this area of Yorkshire
uas one of the several centres in the country specialising in hand
nitting - others included toruich, Dorset, lamoshire, Leicestershire,
ottinghanchire and sScotland.(13) Plax spinning and linen manufacture

vere again located in the dales and the Foothills of the Pennincs, in the

(10)  J.CG.Jdeonking, (ed) W.03 YOOL WIILS THCUSTRY Xi1 G

© BRYCATE (1972)
Dolil

(1.1) Inid ol

(12)  H.W.Uild, *The Yorkshire Yool Wextile Industry' in J.G.Jenkins
03 cit p.21l1

1 1¢S5l there vcre 628 fonale and 500 male vorsted manufocturers
ccorcded in Skinton union,

i
I

(13) Fodartley and Je.lngilby, W13 OLL TIADRITIT

8 0r T OALES (1951)
P11l
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upper dales and incveasing development in the less isolated arcas arouind
Darnoldswick and Skinton.(1l5) In the second half of the nineteenth
century, although the number of new mills approximated closely to the

aumber vhich closcd, cxpansion was confined to the larger towns, chiefly

in Skipton union, while the decline of textile wmanufacture in the remote

A list of textile mills opcrating in lorth Yorkshire in the 1830's
is piven in the Appendix D and is based on contemporary parliamentary
paners.(16) AG there are no subsdquent comparcble lists the researcher
relies on diversc and often imprecisc sources, Such as newUspalers,
directories, aineteenth century local historiecs, for inforwmation about
mill closures. The cotton nills at Birks, Hillthorp aund jlougill in
Sedbergh uaion had ceased cotton production by 1074, probably closing dovn
in the deoression of the late 1640°'s.(1l7)  Hebdblethwaite [all ilill,
Parfield §iills, Rash :@ill,; Stonchouse 1ill and Vee iiills, also in
Sedbergh union, were woollen mills, carding and spinning yarn for knitting
and veaving coarse cloth but by 1374 the number of mills was reduced to
tuo woollen and one worsted.(1l8) The digappearance of cotton mills,
sited on thoe upper reaches of the Aire and UVharfe, in Settle and Skipiton
unions at Ingleton, Aracliffe, Litton, Kirkby ilalham, llalham, Kettlewell,
Grassington and Linton, was mostly complete by the middle of the ceuntury.

(19) In didderdale and the adjacent VUashburn valley, Patricks (High)

(15) D.Roberts, pE

SVALODILRTY OF Wit Wil ins TNDUSYRY TN WHY WesT

f‘}. ZXini Al» i A&l_l"l (‘J‘“;;)IL)*!\)TC..C (l.s. Y»O;;.L;:J’_A J..lk‘.lo (LAOC ° 1950 ° -
(.Lloioo,uo)) }') 1_70
(156 Seo Appendin 5 tedbles 1L and 2

(17) boHartley aul J.ingilhy, WLl YORD
(13) HE12 Sedbergh  15/5/1074
(19)  A.Raistrick, OL2 YO .oidlE DALES p.9l

(1956) p.lbk




Hill and Little il closad in 1835, a time of general trade deprca5103°
Yest ¥nd Low [Hill ClODCd in the early 1040's, vas idle in 1846,

commenced cotton spimning in 1847 but stopped completely in 1850.
Hesthouse Hill, vhich stooped flax spinning in 1844, restarted as a silk
mill in the late 1850°s but closecd permanently between 1861 and 1871.
Plompton Hill clesed dovn as a flax mill in the depression of the late
18307z and early 1840's. By 1861 three flax mills at Bishop Thornton
(Low and High Hills and Uoodfield [1ill) had closed.(20) The ounly cotton
mill in Nidderdale, at Yreaks, Birstwith, closed in the early 1860°'s.(21)
Railway transport up Niddérdale enabled several mills to diversify in the
égéond half of the contury as an altcrnative to clqéure, wvhich had been
tho fate of several mills in the 183%0's and 18 40'30 For *xamplegkét

West nd Low HMill in 1868, Fringill Mill in 1875 and a£.Patoley Bridge

in the late 1J70's there wus conversion to the spinning of hoavy yaras

’,

or naking twine, cords and rope.(22) Flax wills elsevhere had a similar
fate. In 1643 two flax wills in or near Stokesley were reportcd to have
closed down (23) and betveen 13841 and 1851 a flax mill at Hutton Rudby
ceased production.(24) Flax mills at Macham and Azerlecy closed between
L41-51 and 1851-61 respectively.(25) The linen mills at Bentham continued
well into the secoud hali of the nineteenth century, though diversification
took place, with the nanufacture of rcaper and trusser tuines, flax hose
piping and linen driving bolting, in addifiion to the sninning of heup,

flaxr and tow and linen blsaching.(26)  Host of the voollen mills in

Venslcydale ceased production in the second half of the ceatury. Low Nill

(20)  B.Jdennings (ed) A UISWORY CF JITIDDIRSALE (1967) PP.218-219,
252, 253, 2602

(21)  Ihid p.2Y6

(22)  ibid

(23)  PU.1843 (510) . x11\ P. 561

(24)  pr.1852-3 (1532) Ii.i p.0l

(25)  Ihid p.CH

(26)  Eellyls cizechowy oo the West kiding of
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KN Ye=asl prpm 1. .« N
ot Aslrips was use

as o osay oill in 15975.(2Y) Yors iills at Lysgarth,
unich vas a coubined corn and wvool mill, hod probably ccasesd kait hogicry
nanufacture by 1570.(286) hawves [1ill continued until 1G04, f'when owing
to competition frow nills run by steav-pover it had to close."(29)
LZaverdale (iill, in Svalcdale, vhich produced yarn for knitting and
carpets, closed c.13%0.(30)

Ta their heyday the umills employed a substantial proportion of the
local population; for exemple, in 1336 thg number of hands employed at
Hartlington and Skireholme townships, in Skipton union, and Langcliffe
aad Settle towashins,; in Settle union, formed 12,285, 39.2%5, 35.0% and 23,05 ol
the total 1031 novnulation of those tounships. (31)  Shortage of work aand
unennloyilent were not uncomuion experiences of textile factory uvorkers

) L]

n tlhe nineteenth century. Localised factors such as the destruction of |

e

a mill by fire or drousht and the consequent loss ol power for mills
denendent on water, (32) end uwore generally periodic slumps in the
textile trade verc anong the principal ceuses of short working and

tenporary closurc of nills. =Reduced merket dermand for textile goods

forced rmills to work short tine, and as the depression deepened, to cub

(27)  H.lartley and J.Tngilby, TUE OLD HALWLITIULGNS OF THE DALYS  p.35

T X ol e

(28)  Ibid po.hlk
(29)  Lbid p.by

(30)  ILilartley ard J.Ingilby, @14 YORKSHIRS DATS p.254

(31) Sez Apnendiz o table 1
(52) PR3k (107) A ¥or evidence of loss of time through water

saortace sec pr.7l, 9%, <6, 161, 235, 309,

John filson, ouvier of a worsted ocpinning factory at Lotheradale,
ieote in 2642 o

e are at present sulfering ceverce losses at the mill For vant

~

ol iater ooo”
wuoved in W.tilson (ed) WHY HISTOWY OF WRALE (1972) p.ih?
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cut the size or the labour force and even cease working until trade
recovered, atér mills vere more vulnerable than steam in a trade
depression -~ indecd most of the permanent pill closurcs occurred at
times of severc economic recésszion. In the scerious depression of the
late 1830%'s and carly 1840's onall mills in Nidderdale closed tcuporarily
while the larper nills were on shorg e vorking; Darley High il
Fringill §iilli and probably Folly Gill Mill were idle in 1841, thrce
mills at Bishop Thornton had 6nly two dozen workers in the early 1840's
and there vas also a reduced labour force at Glasshouses Hill.(33) In
Barnoldswick, in 1842, the factories were working a three-day week. (34)
Heduections in  the nunber of hands ennloyed at cottoq foctories in Linton
parish occufréé vetveen 1351 and 1871, In 1869 Bailey J;Qarker‘
lapented the reluced nuuber of hands enployed at Linton 1idlls

"About seventecn years ago it was o great boon to the

neighbourhood, a large aumber of haﬂas being enployed and good

vages given «..1(35)

Cotton nmills in Settle and Giggleswick and the linen factory av

Bentham tcnporarily stopped production in the late 18407s.(36)  In 1851
the census authorities reported "diminished emplo?gé at tho factories,
several of vhich are unoccunied in {the) ... locality’ of Addinghan, in
Skipton union. Mills in Skipton union were unable to employ their
entire labour force in the 1054/5 and 1857 depnressions; workers uere kent
vaiting for work - "Each usdver has to wait about a fortnighto”(37) At
the beginning of the 'cotton famine', in ilovember 1861, oanly onc of two

cotton mills in Scttle union was working = a four-day veek and flikely to

(353) Rodonni D;c (ed) A fiedr
(3h) 11512 Skiptoa 29/5/LSQ
(35)  A.Raistricl, OLD LD _TOISHIRY
(36) H12 Settle 7/12/13L7
(37) Hli12 Skipton 7/12/1557

PP.218=22C
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vorle less.(38) The cotton thread mills were working full time,
though at LBenthan linen workers were otriking over a reduction in their
vages. In Skipton union it was reported that several cotton mills were

vorking a four-day wveek.(39)

B. Handicraft Textile Vorkers

The very existence of the textile factories discussed above,
reflected an even more significant aspect of 'de-industrialisation' -
the gradual extinction of handicraft work in textiles under the older
foutvori' g ster.
(1) Bandloon Linen Yeavors

Linen weaving was carried on in five North Yorkshire unions, rnamely
vateley sridge, Stokesley, Horthallerton, Xnaresborough and Settle.(40)
Eowevqrg the linen incdustry at Bentham, in Settle union, has been omitted
frpm the study since the records, by and large, do not make a distinction
between linen and cotton weavers (cotton manufacturing employing a
greater number of people than linen aanufacturing) and, furthermore,
lincn weavers in Dentham were predominantly power-loom weavers. Linen
veaviag vas aot prevalent throughout the other four unions. In 1841
only five townships in Stokesley union, nine in Patcley Bridge and five
in Morthallerton had more than five adult male linen veavers. Thirty
years later, with a reduction in ths total nunber of linen weavers, the
nuaper of townships vhere linen veaving was curried out had duindled
correcpondingly.(&Ll)  The most important centresof weaving in 1841

wvore Hutton Rudby in Stokesley union, 3ishopside in Pateley Bridge union,
(38)  wlis2 dManvaring 54 12/11/1861.

(39)  1big 13/11/13861

(40)  See Anpeadix B table 1

it1)  3ec Appendix £ tahle 2



hnareshorough and 3ceriven with

ao

nellerton unioa

Tentergate. (42) Linen weavinz declined

rapidly in Hidderdale during the periocd 1341-71, the number of weavers

falling from approximately 273 to 27.(43) The enumerations frequently

fziled

to distinguish handloom from powerloom weavers but, as there is

no mention in any records or secondary sources to powerlooms or powerloom

weavers, it is reasonahle to assume That all the linen weavers in

Nidderdale were handloom. In Stokesley union, too, linen weaving was

solely

by hand and the number of weavers declined markedly between 1841

and 1861, The industry was centred in the south-west of the union, at

Hutton Rudby, where, in 1851, there were almost twice as many handloom

weavers as in the rest of the union. The nuuber of weavers in Hutton

Hudby

B

fell from 87 to 13 in the space of thirty years, the most marked

reduction occurring between 1851 and 1861, when the numbers fell from 64

to 13,

The nineteenth century directories reflect the early decline of

handloom weaving in the town of 3tokesley. In 1834 the 'manufactures of

the town comprise linen, including damask weaving together with flax

dressing and spinning.'(44) By 1248 the manufacture of linen was started

to be carried on to a limited extent’ by five principal manufacturers.(45)

Nine: years later no linen manufacturers were listed.(45) The decline of

linen weaving between 18541 and 1071 was less pronounced in Northallerton

union.

(#2)
(43)

(4b)
(45)

In Osmotherley and Brompton, where there were powerlooms, it is

See Appendix 5 table 3.

the 1okl figure does not include the handloon weavers living in vacre
because the enumerators' schedules for Dacre are missing.

rigot's and Co.Commercial Uirectory of the Horthern Countieg, 1834 ».97

ioyal iWational Commercial Directory and Topography of the Counties of

coo YOrk ... 1040, Vol.1Il p.1L433

rost Cffice virectory of Yorkshire. llorth and rast Ridings. 1857 D.1504
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inpossivle fox thc historiun to deternine the extent of the decliue in
numbers of baadloon vcavers due to the failure of the census enumerators
to digtinmuish between hand and powerloom weavers., In other townshins
weaving continucd to be done solely by hand. Northallerton wvas described
in 1832 as the residcace of many weavers but there were only 25 weavers in
841 and & in 1051, out of a total population of 3,061 and 3086
respectivelyo (47) Althousgh Appleton Yiske and Borrowby were handloon
eaving townships the decline in numbers was less marked than in
Nidderdale or Stokesley unions. In Appleton lViske there were still 39
veavers ia 1971, half as many as in 1841, Both 1861 census enuumerators
distinouished between hand and poverloom veavers in Osmotherley - there
beins seveateen of each. The 1851 schedules do not meation any powerloon
weavers ané it is probable that povercd machinery was introcuced souctine
between 1051 and 1361, Broupton was the ewception in the jemeral decline
in tke nuuber of linen veavers curing the three decades 1341 - 1871, but
the census books do not give any accurate information, regarding the
nuaber of handloon weavers. There were no powerloom weavers recorded in
either 1851 or 1861, vhile the aumber in 1871 only totalled thirtecn, of
whont two wvere feuales and six nales, aged nineteen and youngoer. Houwever,
in 1391, a ¥linea wanufacturer by stean pover”? was stated to eunloy 53
men and 29 women. Since therc was nmo flax spinning mill in Bromptoa it
must be concluded that some of the 'linen weavers' were in fact powerloon

veavers. Whe nunber of adult nale linen wveavers in Knaresborough in

1871 was epproxisately one third of the 1041 total.(48)
Pr,10352 (1h1) ¥l p.151, ‘“ihe population (ot the Parish of Worthallertc
(47)  THas increascd siuce the Censuo of 1621; and ttl uas stated to ve owins
to the gr\ ator auaher of veovers, cipleyed ot Broupton, but roolding ot

: . R b1 Nortl lorton,
(148) Soe Lm aods W tobhlo L Northallerton



Pouerloons vere first introduced into the toun in 1850 by the firn of
Yaltons, though they‘continuod to cmploy a lerge number of handloom
wveavers. There were only tea powerloon wecavers enumerated in 1851

and it is provable that this numbor was accurate.(4#9)  In 1061 and 1871
the majority of enumerators wrote '"limen weavers™ and therefore it can
not be ascertained whether the peonle recorded as poverloom veavers =

26 in 1061, 19 in 1871 - rcpresented the total aumber of powerloom
yeavers.(50) Finally, a wvord about female linen‘weaverso Although the
ceiicus enumerators® schedules are an unreliable source of information
conébrniﬂg occupations of vomen, it‘appeays that, in contrast with cotton
weaVingg linen-ﬁeaﬁinu vas predominantly a,male occupations hoﬁgyer, it
is intefcsting to note that the number of feizles employed in linen
veaviug was’grcatcr in the purely handloon -wecaving townships of iutton

Rudby end Appleton Wiske then in Osmotherley and brompton. (51)

The econorniic fertuncs of handloow weavers vere aifected by tuo
factors - the state of the linen trade generally and the particular

problens or features of iadividual linen wveaving centres. The loagtorm

(43) 2 Tlli's vore vomen - the other Tenalc yeavers, witvh one cuception,
were LIW's, L TLU's wucre males, below the age of 20; the other
inale ucavers in this age group were described ac HL!'s. In
acdition, 1% of the 14 enumcrators distinguished betusen PLU's
ant LL.0%s, only rccording 7 Ili's; 2 of the Li's were in their
seventies and were nost probably I'Liis,

Sources Census Baumerators! Schedules.

(52) Humber of poverloown wveavers in hknarveshorough and Scriven vith Tenbergatb

ilales, ayed 20+ mates, 19- Females
1051 L L 2
1361 3 5 13
1671 ! 2 13

Source: Ibid

(51)  The number of fcaale weavers in the ceansus years 1841, 51, 61, 71:

Brompton P 0 1 3
Osmotherley 0 1 2 3
Apvleton “iske 3 19 26 7
Dutton Ladby 14 1 0 0

Soureces:  ¥nid
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Geeline of the linen industyy in orth Yorkshire, im the courcce of the
nineteenth century, was punctuated by scvere periodic slumps. Hajor
depressions occurred in the years following the MNapoleonic Yars, in the
late 1820's and early 1830's (c. 1829-33), and in the late 1830's and
early 1640's (c. 1837-44), In these years the weavers suffered a drastic
reduction in Doth earnings and the rate of employment. OQuing "to the
depression of trade in the linen nanufacture” in Pateley Bridge, the
earnings of weavers fell from an average of 13/6d to 9/- a week, though
it required long hours at the loom to earn this sun.(52) In Vorthallerton
the weavers were oae of the groups of workers in the early 10%0°'s whose
lou ra@o of earnings cud shortuge of work reandered them liable to
Gestitution.(53%) ‘Yhe same was true of the workers connected with linen
manufocture in Knarcshorough, which "lilke cvery other trade, at present,
is il a stete of deprossion.'(54) It wvas alleged that the fpoor veavers
obtoin very little better than starvation wages" and "rhe Tanily can not
subsist on the nroduce of their labour.“(55) Tuo years previously it
was cstimated that the depression in the linen industry in Knaresborough
reduccd the averagze earnings of five hundred and fifty familices to six
shillings. (56) Unemploynent was rife. In 1830 many linen vorkers in
Knaresborough Ywere entirely out of work, others obliged to lic in bed
wvhile their linen was vashed.?(57) The bulk of evidence rclating to
reduced wvaes and partial employment of linen veavers in the depression
years, 1337-bk4, is coutained in the lleport of the Royal Commission on the

Conditicn of landloon licavers.(55) The nAssistant Commissioncr for

(52) ﬁf 1094 (hl)  LTWELE pp.766-7

(O3) JCEh e o200 QOQO

(98:) ﬁc'wkzcbtc; 10/2/7

(55) (R v po203n QOHO

(56) re e 2%/1/1830

(57)

(58) o~I1)(217)(220) Xx131lL. M1V

 2ed ..ethe ucavers, eciagperating as aluost all

o pouer of the State to afford to every cistress

inicdiote relief, werce anuious to attract the

¢ o CGovermtent by uakin; the picture as nelancholy
(frow Report of the Conmissioners)




‘ Yorkohire, S.ileyser, roﬁorted thét "the weavers suffer dlstrc

occasioned hy low woges and scdreity of employuent . (59) Although the
conment applicd specifically teo the handloom vweavers of Urompton,
Osmotherley, Boffowhy and llorthellerton, the twin evils of low uages

and shortape of work were charactcristic of the situation of linen
venvers elsevhere in Horth Yorkshire. WYages averaged less than seven
shillings a week in Ospotherley, ‘with 12 hours per day labourt, oignt
shillings in Brompton and nine shillings and sizpence in Hutton Rudby.(60)
At bDacre, dDarley, Haupsthuaite and other townsiaips ir Nidderdale ‘the
WEAVErS ooo Are in very great distress;(6l) their vages were lower than
thaose in Kﬁaresborough, which; accovciug to a lincn mapufacturer9 1l o
Thorne, averagel asout 7/4d o week.(52) lir.Deves, a foraer manufacturor
and otgrseer of the poor ig_Knaresborbugh tolé Keyse

'he situation of the veovers here is nost deploraoWQ, taey are

fferi ng mvch coo ”herc -are nany able-bocicd men, Uho9 by worlking
are not able to get a living, owing to the lov rate

-
i

b

0
o

The' impossibility of obtaining a reasonable level of earnings by working
loager hours vas also stressed by Hr.Thorpe:

e veavers are very bodly off ... Theoy are coertainly the worst
paid of any cescription of workmen. They could unot, with the
S greatest industry and exertion, do as well as other workien. (64)

In 1844 the noor of Tunrcoborou sh vere reported to be "suiforlng Irom

‘ -

vant of emnloyment.’(65) jany veavers and others vhose incomes were
reduced as a result of the poverty of the majority of the vorking

population of the town, wverc uncble to pay their rents or rates. In 1d42

(59)  pr.1340 (hJQT) K232,
(60)
(61) B
(62)  Ipid  p.4dk
(63)  inid
(54) }?i°%§§§£;(29§,‘2§ i

(65) '!.'1""110u 'be i :'.V.e‘ b.L er 8/6,/181}}4-

[
L]
£
(]
C2

pb483
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ce of the

the Select Vestry of {narcsborough resolved that "in consequen
difficulty of collecting the poor rates ...7 the collector should call
only twice at the houses for the money, while in 1844 the Select Vestry,

upon cxanining the lNate Book, alloved 231.7.7d as "further lecakage on

enpty houses and bad debts."(66) tlages from handloom weaving remained

lov in the szcond half of the nineteenth century. A newspaper account of

1880 mcntions handloom weavers in Knaresborough earning 8s or 9s a week.(67)

fHowever, the extent of the decline of lincn weaving and of digstress

amongst veavers varied within North Yorkshire according to local factors,

such as trans-ort facilitics and the type of cloth woven. Unlike linen
spinning, vhicl was mechanisecd in 17384 by two varlington men, John Keundrew

and “Yhonas Porthouse, weaving proved difficult to mechanise and veaving

by hand continued to be the rule well ianto the nineteenth century.(Gd)

Power looms were installed in Vest HJouse 1iill, Yashburn Valley, (adjacent

to llidderdale) in the 1830°'s but were not introduced to Knaresborough,

srompton or Osmotherley until the middle of the century. Luring the

first hali of the anineteenth century, thercforc, neithor the distress of

the handloom weavers nor the serious decline in their numbers in

C

, parts of Stokesley union and certain villages in lorthallertoa

. .

union were a result of coumetition from powered weaving in FHorth Yorkshire

or evcen fronm Bara are as

sley, wherc "Wew power looms

yot cmployed in linen

veaving ..."(69)  During this period the decline of Knaresborough as a
linen monufacturing town vas commonly cattributced to the absence of quick

ané chcapn comuunication with the coalfields

and main markets for lincn:

65)  HoTolil. Lmaresboroush townsiin  30/9/18L2 and 18/10/184%

6 Bo.Jdennings (ed) A HISPORY GF HAROGAWLS AND XNARISBOROUGII Do 518
8)  BoJennings (ed) . MISTCRY OF MIDOTROALE  p.209

(69)  po1fh0 (AZ-i) AvI1L  pohdh




be offorded
“the p&owfeL“ of decay is irrencdicble unless facility of exit for e

produce ."(/0)
In addition to competition from cotton products, which were cheaper to
produce than lincn ones, Assistant Conmissioner Keyser attributed the
depressed lincn trade in Knarcsborough to the expensive tramsport of coal
eighteen nmiles over land in the absence of canal and rail transport."(71)
In 1800 a plan was devised to construct a canal frem the river Ure to
Knareshorough but this scheme vas abandonded when proposals to build a
canal betwecn the rivers Tees and Ure (hence a direct route from Durham
coalfield to Knmaresborough) fell through. In 1818 a committee, which
included seven linen nanufacturers, investigated canal and railvay
scheuwes to Knaresborough but it wvas not until 1843 that a railway line
vas built from York to Knarcéﬁorougho The cost of Qoél £ell from £l to
"105 or 12s = tqa(??) Thereafter linen veaving in Knﬁresborough vas more
settled.(73) The annual sales figures of Walton and Co. the principal
eiyloyer of veavers in the toun, remained constant, from c.l854-6 to
1074=5, after vhich date the amount of cloth produced and the number of
veavers employed declined.(74) Broupton remained an important linen
manufacturing village at least into the 1870's and, in contrast with
Knaresbhorough, its veaving population remained stable betueen 1841 and
1871, The reasoﬁ“lies principally in its concentration on the manufacture
of "fine' lincns, made from lighter yarns. The handloom vas suited to
the veaving of fine linens and Brompton gained a notable reputation for

the quality of its cloth.

(70)  Earropate Advertiser 8/6/184L
- g P.192 ""The inhobitants of Knovesborough feel

oSy s dllecUTLy of aeccess to the Coal Districts, and
state ﬁho uaﬂt of this mineral, and thc conseguent want of the
3t '1:fnc as the principal draubﬂck upon their commercial
(71)  Pral (7 po il
(72) Bedomingz. (gd) |/ u“uhf OF NIARROGATE AID KUAZRBSBOROUGH pp.269-273%
(73) }5111"1’!' LUQV eyt - ‘n v du"y 91’3570
(74) ‘ T \z O H!Rl COAYE AND KIARMSBOROUGH p.319
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Brpﬁﬁton is %ﬁoﬁe&jfbr ito linen weaving, and the best drills
manufactufed in thi'kcoqqtry arc said to be manufactured here.''(75)
Knaresborough, héwc#érq,manufactured inore coarse cloth, including "lovw
ginghans, lov bedding ticks; sﬁcetingég” vaich were nore susceptible to
slumps in the linen trade.(?6) The depression in the late 1330°'s was
more severc in Knaresborough than in Barnslecy or Leeds where there was

greater diversification in the quality of linen cloth manufactured.(77)

(ii) Aandloom Cotton and Uorsted Jeavers and Uoolcombers in Settle and
;pbon unlons°

Haﬁd@gom veaving in Settle union vas predominantly of cotton. No.
shaadloéﬁ;ﬁeaﬁérs'uere recordedvin the four census yeard, 1841-71, in -
'ﬁinerouﬁshiﬁs in Settle union - Halton Gill, Hanlith, Hawksuwiclc,
.Lawkland; Litton, Otterburn, Scosthrop, Thornton in Lonsdale and Swindon.
In soveﬁ{townships, weaving, as a principal occupation, éiéappeared
be sueen 1841 and 1851 - for instance, in 1841, there were 9 cotton uwcavers
in Malham, 13 in Horton in Ribblesdale, 2 in Stainforth, 3 in Airtom, 12
in Tossicc, 10 in WUest IHalton and 22 in Hellifield. In several townships
the number of handloom weavers fell between 1841 and 1851 and ‘disappeared’
entirely in the following decade - for example, Kirkby Malham had &
weavers in 1841 and 1in 1851, Ingleton 4 and 1, Rathmell 4 and 16, Burton
in Lonzdale 8 and 1 and Yigglesuorth 23 and 8, respectively. The
townships with the largest numbers of weavers vere Langcliffe, Gipnleswick,

Austuick, Long Preston and Settle and here the census enumerators®

chedules reveal o substantial decline and almost toicl disappearance of

(75) 1 ; _Comispeinl
(7G) 1u: (4;=l) xc111 p°405 22

(77) Thera vas nerhaps sone attenmpt to improve the guality of linen
0oodu mapvifactured in Knaresborough; a seauless shirt, made in
hﬂareSDOPDU“ﬂ9 vos exhibited at the Great mqublblong Crystal
*';“oeg in.165L. (B.Jonnings (ed) A JIBLG.T OF HAURCGATI AUID

u‘Cp d Po ;l?)

. wirectory and T of
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ucaving in the period 1841-71. Phe nuitber of weavers in Long lreston
fell from 84 im 1841, to 41 in 1051, to 12 in 1061 and none in 1671;

the respective figures for Settle werc 123%, 171, 51 and 9: for Giggleswick
73, 5%, 16 and none: for Austwick 32, %7/, 79 and 6. o veavers were
recorded in Langcliffe in 1861 and 1671, though there had been 63 and 59
in 1841 and 1851 respectively - however, it is possible that some of the
people described as cotton willY in 1861 and 1871 verce factory weavers.
In the four cencus years, 1lo4l-7l, weaving in Preston and Austwick appcars
to have been entirely by hand whereas in Giggleswick, Langecliffe and
Settle the majority of weavers vere pouer loom.(78)  Thus cotton

veaving by both hand and machine in Settle unioan had virtuslly ceased

by 1371,

The number of ucavers, as a percentage of tie total pppulation in
1351, was higher in Skipton union than in Settle union but again, the
use oi the géneral term,; ‘worsticd' or ‘cotton weaver', does not permit
an accurate count of handloom weavers intae period 1841=71.(79)
Salterforth, Barwnoldowick, “hornton, Gononley, Cowling, Guisburn, Carlton,
Skipton and Addingham were important weaving centres in the mid ninetcerith
century, though the proportions of hand and power-loom weavers varicd
from tounshipn to township; (80) handloom.ucavers greatly exceedcd poucr-=

loom weavers in Thornton, Couling and Salterforth, vere roughlgy equal in

{ ¢ -
(76 Sco Appeadinz ¥ Pebhle 1

i3 7 : hh—\e 2‘ M . a
(79) Sec Appendiuz V. Tor the nuaber of weavers and woolcombers in the
townships comprising Skipton union in 1651,
(80) according to the 1851 ccensus HIli'ers foruced approx 1Juuely EYR
iy

oi the population of Saltevrforth, c. 290 in Couling, c¢.27. in
Yhordton, 6. ;0 in Conculeyo




Conoanley and Glushuru gd& in the ninority in Carlton ard Barnocldswicke.
Fandloow uveaving purvived longer in Skipton than in Sctile union due to
the prescnce of worsted weavinz in the former union, which was harnessed

to water and stean pover at a later dote than cobtton weaviag.

Important determinants of the prosperity of the hancloom cotton and
vorsted veaving and hand woolcombinr sectors in the niﬁo#eenth century
were the ctate of the textile trade pgenerally and the doegree of
compétition from alternative weaving and woolcombing methodso

Fluctuations in the textile market were freguent and pronounced. During

ls industry

130

severs Gopressions vHich periolically afflicbed the text

thers wvas corsiderable teumporary poverty and distross, occasionecd by

vage. rediactions and wideooread tn and under-cinloyuent. ‘Whe effect of

a éonressionn on those Gorkers employed in textile manufacture was sumned

-

up b, the Skipten Board of Guerdians -

¥ o6 where the cernings of a family are derived fron manufacturing
labour, and in this union grecat numbers are so supported, should
the labour of the head of the family be reduced from full to only
tuo or threc days per ueek, or gshould some members-of the fauily
‘be altozether throun out of erploynent, so that the carnings of
the family should become inadequate for their maiuvtenance (and the
vicissitudes of trode render this of frequent occurence) o..7(31)

Hajor sluups in the cotton industry occurred in the late 1020's and early
1830%s (1629) in the mid 1830°'s (1837), again in the carly 1840%s (1L341-=2),
in the latc 1840's (13L7), the mid 18507s and 186Ll-4, the period of the
cotton famine.(82)  Excepting the last depression, there was a sinmilar

pativern of cyclical depression and rccovery in the wvorsted industry.

(81)  PR.A0G53 (111) LRIV p.228
(82)  Ho.Andewson UGG T

(1971) p°2§
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Ouce handloon weaving and wvoolcowmbing were in competition with
pouvered machinery,sx! longterm and permancnt decline in the living
standards of handicrait textile workers set in.(83) The powerloonm
vas invented in 1735 by Nevd.&dmund Cartvright but technical problems
declayed large scale adoption of powerlooms in the cotton industry until
the 1320'5.(8%) The pouverloon was adapted for usc in the woollen
vtextile industiry slightly lator in the centurys

"Yoyerloom worsted weaving was not widely practised until the third
and fourth decades of the ninceteenth century.'"(05)

Fowerlooms for wool vere in use in large centres, such as Leeds, in the
1850's, but did not come into general use till the middle of the century.
Yoolcouwbing was mechanised in the 18%:0's -

It was not until after 1&40 that the woolcombing maciine began
really to throaten the voolcouber with extinction.t (56)

The greater veaving cabacity of the powverloon over the handloom and its
ranid adontion once an efficient machine had been dovised had the effect
of loweriuz piece rates (the nrice paid to the weaver for a given length

of cloth).(87)

S0 far, tne implications of trade fluctuations and competition from
powvered machinery have been considecred separately. However, in the poriod
under review, cyclical uneimployment and very low wages were suporimposed
oato more oxr less narpancntly deprecsed and uncertain carnings of

ok
2.

handicroft textile workers. A a result, the distress of weavers in

periods oi economic recession was more serious and recovery incomplcte

v

[y

(83)  DoBythell, Til3

(8k)  Ihia p.d2

ot &

(65)  iiow.uild, "The Yorkshirc Yool Yextile Industry’ in J.G.Jenkins
S

(86)  J.Bumley, HISYORY OF UOOL AL WOOLCOUBING (1889) pp.165-6
(87)  D.Sythell on cit  ».105




and slover than the temporary suifering of, for imstaace, factory

operatives, for vhon the years between depressions meant "high wages and
high employment.'(88) The particularly severe depressions during the
1830ﬂs and 1840's, punctuated by bursts of expansion in pouverloonm
weaving, no;doubt caused & more rapid contraction of the toxtile
handicraft scctor in the more rcmote rural areas of Lancashi:e and
Yorkshire than would otherwise have been the casc. In a trade recession
the handloom weavers were more vulnerable than factory workers - being
the first to be throun out of work because in a situation where supply
excecded demand, the manufacturers were more likely to carry on using
théi?ﬂmaghineryg’which both produced cloth at a lowver cost than the hand-
loom and had been costly to iwplement. Déspite recent studies modifying
the Eﬁa&itional dismal pictﬁfe of denressed living s%andarés of domestic
'teﬁtige_workérsv "historianévooc have been unanimous in concluding that
thé‘domeétic weavers in thé first helf of the nineteenth. century became

a class who suffered, in the contemporary phrase, 'distress'. (89)
Evidcnce relating to wages and employment of handloom weavers and wool-
combers in Settle and Skiptomn unions, °derived largely from the poor lawu
records, substantiates the gencral account of the deteriorating material

condition of handicraft textile workers.

e information given by several townships to the Royal Coemmisscion
on the Poor Laus, 1832=@9 affirms the adverse effects of the trade

depression of the e

]
[

wrly 133%0's on the availability of work and the level

1

of weavers' carnings. Scveral townships complained of "redundancy of

labour" - for c:ianple, Setile, vhere

(68)  H.Anderson, Bo23

(89)  D.Bythell, o3 cit  p.ll
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ehe uncertainty of zrocuvr¥ing work is so great 000 1(90)
The poverty of the weavers is evinccd from the following remark
there 18 a nood deal of handloom weaviag in this neighbourhood,
and zone of that class can arford tao dcposit anything, but some
of the spinpers can @né do contribute.(91)
Phe main effects of the "..,., generzl depresgion in trade ... in

Xettlewell wvere stated to be "... the want of labour, and sufiicient

remuneration for it." - a situation reinforced by the evidence of other

tounship authorities.(92)

The textile industry was egain in the throes of depression in 1837,
Alfred Pover informed the Poor Law Coinnission:

ihere has hoen an unusual gﬁprcc of disctrecs among thce weavers in
cotton and vorsted on the sicde tovards Keighley o..''(93)

The worsted weavers and woolcombers wvere vorlkiuy about half time and an
Heble-bodied man (wis) weaving calico at 3& week, frequently 4/-, 5/-,
0/= scarcely that during the late pressurc.i(984)  In the opinion of

liuggeridge, the Assistant Comaissioner appointed to the Royal Commigszion

on Handloonm wcavers -

Mjcavers ucit for, or arce out of work, about a gquarter of their tine,
on an averane of years.'(93)

8killed cotton, worsted and wool or handloom weavers could, with full
smployinent ound good material, carn 9/-, 13/- and 1/2/64 a wveek
espectively; ordinarily, however, a morge occurate cstimate of vozes was

6/=y 9/= and 15/-, toough the worsted veavers wages vere reduced to the

(90)  EP.183h (L) Vi p.625a Q.10

(91)  Ipid p.750
(92)  IbiA p.70l, Y52, 205 5270 0,40

(93) 112 Sldston 13/
(k)  2P,.10u7~43 (L57) 7
(95)  PR.1CH0 (220) AV p.605
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cotton veavers carnin-se
"the worstced ﬂlctr cy DTG with the cotton district at Steeton,
Silpdeén anc udOL“Fhuﬂg ¢o 1uequence of this is that there is a similar

blending of uqreg ooo the worsted ucavers north west of Keighley are
reduced doun 5 -a cotton standard. (96)

The early 1840°'s was a '"time of unexampled distress.®(97) It was
allégod that a good handloom iycaver in Scttle union could not earn more than
%5 a week, mainly on account of the "little employnent they have eoo'(98)
Acpistant Commissioner Yalsham wrote of '"the very distresscd condition of
some of the townships comprised within OOOESkiptonB ¥rnion in which handloom
weavring of the lowést description is the principal emélbjment of the
‘inﬂébitants e”(995 - the’townshipo included Comnonley, Couling, Farnﬁill,
Glﬁsgufng Sé\.l,ter:;L"‘dr‘t:h.9 Thornton ond Bainoldswicko There was considerable
distress at Barnoldswick - |

Hooo the alisolute misery of a great namber of the inhabitants ... the

Lgndloon vcavers of that place by haird -and constant work can not earn
more than from 3 to 4 shillings per week -7(100)

Handloom weavers, relieved by Skipton union in 1853, earned on averane
7/= a uweek, though the individual amounts indicate the great variation in
vages. (101) The wages vere reprcseatative = "Tthere is no want of application

or industry nor are their wages belov the usual rate.”(102) Hor were the

(96)  PP,18k0 (43 . Ti) W11 p.551
(97)  pp.18h2 (k32) WOV .10

(90)  mig

(99) M2 Skipbton 16/6/1842

(100) Tbid 29/5/18L2

1] . 4] 6/,5 ] 4]

1 1 5/=, i 1

] ] L e W 1]
3 weavers earning b=, 6/- and 6/- were in a poor state of health,
unlch uoulc hcve reduced their earning capacityo

(0.02) 1big 22/1 /lub)

(L01) Ipia 22/1/1853 :
2 veavers earaed 10/- per ueck
5 i 1 8/-,? i LK
1 0 ] 7/6 ii i
6 1 o 7/=, i &
3
1
1




wveavers' déges unusually lou as a ,ulc of trade reccusion. - '"The
majority of the casas reported are those vhere the heads of families are
employed in handloom weaving and vhere wages will most probably ever
continue to fall short of gupporting a large family.'(103)

A year or two later, in 1054-5, handicraft textile vorkers, especially
those in the woollen industry, wvere suffering great privatioans:

“ihe worsted nanufacture was much nore depressed in 1855 than any
other trade.'(LO4)

Prior %o the depression handloom ueavers, employed by a large manufacturing
firm in Xeighley, were without work:

“jefore therc was any great depression of trade in the Bradiord
market, Lessrg Pravéns of ﬁei&hley, very large nanufacturers,
xarﬁa:eaplbyigb a great nuiber of handloom veavers, dissolved partnership,
and: stonred their uc;hs in or der(to-wind uy their partunership. Their
liands were given to undersstand that the parthers wvere about to carry
on busincss oeparaEAIJ an& would shortly reguire the scrvices of
their w°avers oo This. suspense countinued till bad marxcts'came'and

then was prolonged for a considerable time. Then with the coantinued
bad markets almost every £ill in the union ran for half twmc onlyo
Several stonped, and are up to thic time closed. liany of the mill

owners became banlrupto”(lOB)
the mid '50's recession also persuaded manufacturers to utilize steam-
driven machinery in preference to hand woolcombers, many of whom were
throun out of work as a result. Barlier, in 1840, the Bradford
tloolconbers' Association detailed their grievances in an address to the
manufacturers:
" o... previous to the veduction (in wages) it was scarcely possible
Tor any oi nis wooclcombers to obtaim an honcst livelihood by their
oun hand labour. Dut now that the reduction has taken place our
sufferings arce augnoented and our lives have becone miserablecocos
He are compelled to wvork from 14 to 16 hours per day, and uith all

thic swoat and toil we are 2ot able to procurc sufificieant of the
neccosaries of life vherewith to subsist on.“(1006)

©

(103)  1T12 Skinton 31/1/1853%
(105)  8th Annual Rewort of the P.L.B. 1855 pp.47-8

(105)  Ihid pp.l6=7
(106)  J.Buenley, op cit pp.176-=8




hany hand weavers &nd combery were ajain without wvork or only partially

empleoyed during thé>traéc roco;sion in 1c57. Thuo, evidence relating

to the plight of weavers is mogt sbundant for the years of severe
recession in the 1830's and 164:0's. By 1850 therce ceased to be any
special mention of the distress of handloom cotton weavers in Setitle or
Skipton unions and a decade later the condition of woolcombers and hand-
loon worsted weavers in Skipton uﬁion wvas no longer a subject of concern.
Nevertheless, during the first twenty years or so of the New Poor Lay
the aand}oom veavers' carnings were extremely low and uncertaia and as

a class they werc most vulnerable in trade depressions.

(iid)  Hend {nitters
vespite the olaboruie mechanisation of the [lidland Knituear industry

~

by the’ninoteeaﬁh century handknitting still survived in parts of north-
west Yorkshire - a5 a by-occupction for men and as a major source of
em@lovment for wonen, the eldorly and childreno The author, Jillian
Howitt, wrote about Aysgarth in 1844 -

" ... the men still knit a great deal ia the houses; and the
vowen knit incessantly.'(107)

The ccnsus schedules for the townships conprising Aysgorth and Sedbergh
unions were consulited. In the former union there were 47 knitters in
1642, 199 in 1851, 188 in 1661 and 117 in 18%1, the majority of whon
lived in High Abbotside and Haves. In Sedbergh union there were 54
knittors in 1841, 170 in 1851, 106 in 1861 and 37 in 1891, The census
schedules indicate a definite decrcase in the number of knitters in both
unions in the peried 1351-=71, though uore marked in Sedbergh union.(108
(LOY)  Gelartls and dol@,llbjg on eiL pP.70
(108) According to-the 1851 cemsus chuuicrdtors' schedules only 13 of the

199 Imitters in Av"farth union vere malcy of whon 5 were below
vl ape of 15 ﬂﬁu 3 over 75 years. 19 of the 170 knitters in

Sedhergh un=Oﬂ vore Pdleg of whonl 13 were below the apge of 15
and 5 over LO years ox age.

e 3 tounshins conprlsznm Sedborph unions
uul 1071

Y
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Mme extout to which the census returus uaderesticated handhaitter
wvpboers can be gaﬁ;ed fron a comparliszon uvita the nuuber of enployecs
of the principal knit-hosiery manufacturer in idawes. In 1871 James
Smith cmployed approximately 800 pcople who knitted in their homes
unile the number of knittors uentioned in the lu?l census schedules

for Aysgarth umion btotalled only 117, 95 of whom resided in Hawes.

BDetween 1671 and 1890 the nunber of handknitters etiployed by the firm

o

of James Smith and Son fell by half, from eight to four hundred.(109)

Yhroughout the period 1834 to 1900, earnings derived from hand-

kanitting wverc extremely ricdeut:

,.0 in the decline of the infustry the pay bhecauwe very low ... (110)

llages, averaging 2/- to 3/- a week in 1843, varied little from the

rates in 1770, vhen Arthur Young wrote of the knitters of Aysgart

¢l
[
[
1

Y.00.-the noor wouen and children's eunloyoent is Lnlotlag'ind
spianing by which the women carn about 6d a day and girls 2d o
B3do(111)

"
3

Only the fact that hand-knitting was a 'by-occupation' and that there
was little alternative cuployment in this remote and impoverished arvea

ensured the survival of hand=knitting in the ninetcenth ccatury.

e Lead Hiniarg

s
Yextiles was not the only industry to dwindle away in ilorth

Yorkshirc in the course of the nineteenth century. The mid=Fennine

leadmines in Swaledale, Arkongarthdale, Uensleydale, Hidderdale, upner

Uharfedale and Airedale con®iituted one of the major lead fields in the

(109)  h.iartley and J.Ingilby op cit p-57
(110) Thid  p.l9
(111) #Pe ]u’?}) () ()) 1;._L1 o 206

uotec in i.uarcley and Joi ngilby, op ¢it  p.50
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country, producing in 1056 approximately onc eighth of the lead mined

in Britain.(112) Leadémining in Yorkshire rcacked its peak in the 1840°'s
and 1850°'s and a serious decline began in the 1870's and 1880's, in

1873 the tonnage of dressed ore vas necarly 5,000 and by 1905 a mere

110,(113)

In 1651 the number of leadminers excecded a hundred in four North
Yorkshire unions - 826, 280, 188 andé 137 in Reeth, Skipton, Pateley
Bridge and Leyburn unions respectively.(1lh) The nunber of leadminers
in Aysgarth union did not exceed thirty-eight - in 1861, - and in Settle
union only three - one in Arncliffe and two in wkalham - were recorded in
1851, Teeth union wvas the nost densely populated vith leadminers; in
1871 approximately 45/ of its adult male population were leaduiners,
compared with 6% in Pateley Dridge, 3.5y in Leyburn, 2.57% in Skipton
and 1.75% in Aysgarth. All the townships, comprising Heeth union, had
leaduiners - in 1851 appfbximatély 16,55 of the total population of
Melbecks, 145 of Arkengarthdalc, 11;5 of Muker, 8.4 of Reeth, 9.8/ of
Grinton and 9.475 of Karrick were adult lcadminers. In the other unions
leadminers vere confined to a few townships. In Pateley Bridge union,
the wining community was larzely confined to the towushipn of Jacre cuin
Bewerleys; ouly two other touwnships, out of a total of thirteen, had more
than five leadidners in 1651, OFf the forty-eight townships and purishes
in Skipton union only eight had more than five leadminers, forming three

o

leadmining centres round lettlewell with Starbotton, Grassiry

]

1shon and

Conoaley. In Leyburn union, leadminers resided in the townships of

(112) Aeolaistrick aund B.Jennings, HIBVORY O LZd
(1965) p.281.
There were lead ore fields in the liorth Pennines, Peak District

PEHELES

(Verbyshire), Lake District, Uales, Lomerset and Shropshire.
(113)  W.Page (ed) "{“jgpip}lA HISTORY OF i3 COUIM'Y OF YORK (1912)

VoloIT  poi7u-t
Sce ippendis: C table 1 for the yield of leadore from Yorkshire
nines  1o?5-1800,

(11L&)  Bee drpondix rable 2
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Redmire, Cocstle Dolton, kreston and Jeot Witton parish.(1l5)

The only increase of any note in the number of leadminers was in
Leyburn union, betwcca 1641 and 1361. All the townships were losing
miners by 137l; there were significant reductions in the number of miners
between 1351 aud L3861 in linker, and during the following decade in Reeth
tounship, Bewerley, Grassington, Cononley aud the four above mentioned
tounships in Leyburn union. The decrease in the number of adult miners
between 1861 and 1691 was generally accompanied by a more marked reduction
in the number of wuiners below the age of twenty, thus suggesting that the

novemnent out of the industrry vas nést acute awonzst the younger miners.

The factors that most- seriously affectoed the economic fortuunes of

theo leadminers were the sltote of the Hritish lead market and the degree

of wroductivity of a particular leadfield or minc. The usual system of
payinz leadminers, known as the fving systea?y served to aggravate the
problems of reduced and uncertain earnings experienced by the miners.
buring o depression im the lead industry both the demand For lead and

the price paid to the mining company and the mincr fell. <Yhe consequences
for the miner vere uncnploynent and/or a sharp reduction in carnings.

Yhe closure of a local minc, preceded by diminichiang output as the wine

wvas vorked out, had siwilar effects on the rate of euploymeat and

fomd

carnings of the nminers. Ventilation and drainage difficulties and

ewtyrenc ueather conditions are examples of additvicnal factors that

%]

affected the rate of cmployment and amount of lead mined.

‘"he period 1800 to 1010 had beei one of great prosperity for the

lead industiry. The trade had rccovercd from the post-ilapoleonic ‘Jar

(115)  See appendix ¢ Pable 3




slumpe by 1325, ouly to be »lunged into a najor deprewscion in the late

820's anG early 1830's.(110) in 1825 the average pricc paid for a

ton of lead was 227.5s; by 1832 the price had fallen to 21%.10s a ton.(117)
‘"he overseer of Grassington estimated that a ton of lead, costing &40 in
the early years of the century, was worth only &12 during the depression
of the carly 1630%s.(118) Uneuployment emongst miners was general,
The following commentary on the situation ia Swaledale was typical of
conditions in most leadmining districts betwcen 1829 and 18332

"low the mines are exhousted, the price of lead is low and miners

are forced to obtain a living in other countries which they can
not pet here.?(119)

Hining cumpanics vediuced their labour force. Yhe London Lead Cownany,
vhose »pyincipal mines were in the northera Pennines, cut their workiorce
by 40;5 and wages by 20,5 (120)  In Kuker there were 313 males, aged
tuenty and avove, of whom &6 were uncmployog; although their usual
occupation is not recorded, it is recsonable to assume that the wajority
vere 1mincrs. (121) The earnings of leadminers in didderdale fell from
an aﬁerage of fourtcen to scven shiliings a veek.(122) The lead market
recovercd and despite minor fluctuations curing the following fifty years
there was pot a couparable depression ill the late 1070's, when the
britvish lead maricet collapsed due to the importation of bHpanish lecad.
in 1874 pig lead from the Grassington ilines cost 322.63p per ton; by

1879 the w»rice had fallen to HL5.42 and in 1085 wvas 312.25.(123) Another

cstinate of lead prices per ton shows a similar drastic reduction touards

che cnd of the 10%0°%s:
106k s2k.12. O per ton
1671 16, &, 0 : i
1673 250 6o 0 w0
1077 20,11, 3 i i
1379 helo. O eow
(116}  J.ii.Dickinsoan, Mllij” AITD s (1972)  poh
(117) Ao.tinistrick and Deceania: :T”Bn,git 2,270
(130)  pwolonh (4) dwhaii w.7od
(119) rtract fion adwers Srodericli's Diary, 16tb October 18630, in

.»obOOOC‘s _1_..:” L u ' \u .J'JA“STIJ (19\50) po)

(120) uomalgcrlch and Vodcnnings, op cit  p.278

(IP1)  ieSoomer L Uidy U0 4 iy 8 4 YURko (i PARISE (LSL8)  p.76
(122) Dedeurins (@) o il ui¥ Gl D Pe2ss

(323) JogoJickxugon9 Ql;ézE:1}§:§éA: ) T
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In 1854/9% the average price uas less then 312 per ton.
39/ lead rseached a record lbw price of 59.11.9 per ton.(12h)

. . . . , PR . . N 0w _ ot
Bvidence given to the Kinnaird Commission ia 1863 suggests that average
carnings werce fiftcen to eipghteen snillings a week but they could fall as

the poorer nines.(l25) An increase in the 1870's,

(RN
=
o

low as ton shillings
following riscs in the price of lead and increcascd demand for labour in
the coaluwines and iroauorks, served to caphacize the reductions in
earnings a decade later., Piclmen, working for the 0ld Gaang Cowpany in
Swaledale averaged less than nine ghillings a week in the winter of
1884/5,(125) Due to the "unrortunate deterioration of the leadmining
industry of Arkengarthdale aand Swaledale ...'' a miner could not earn

nore than eisght shillings a we \0\127) The pignificance of ths following

“in sonic arcas lilke Yensleydale and Swaledale the fall in price
{inished off a declining industry.' = (120

is approciated when one realises that in 1870 Swaledale and Arkengarthdale
vere producing tuvo~-thirds of the lead mined in Yorkshire., 'Unly najor
nrice movenents like those of 1829-33 and post 1878 depressions vere
strong cnough to leave mark on almost every mining area.'(129) In the
intervening years a morce important influence on lead outnut and
consequently levels of employment and carnings of miners, was "the extent

and cfficiency oi development work and the distribution of ore deposits.i(1l30

The followiag is a brief account of the dates of closure of sone

oY the Yorkshire lcadmincs. Production at the Cononley mines 'ccased

(12k)  no.xaistrick and L.Jennings op cit  p.203

(1235) - (05090 AT Q.17808
o £z uines tL‘y i 11l avercze about 105 a wveek, in sone
15s, and in others from 16s to 183; o..7
(126) ick an¢ B.decnrnings on cit  p.296
(127)  Liwon and wichmond Chromicle 14/7/1uk
(128)  A.kadstricl and S.Jennings on cit p.28h
(12¢)  TIhid  9.20%
(L30)  Ihid  p.au0
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to all intonts and purposces in 1660...'7; tuelve tons werc raised in 18671

and twenty in LOV4.(131) “he Grassington nines declined from the late
1850's, producing only tweniy tons in L061.(132) Coniston Loor mines

closed in 1376.(1353)  Tho oxhaustion of the nines betweoen Xettlewell
and Ruckden, in Jharfedale, Gated from 1567; in that year 325 tons were
raised but the tonnage had fallen to 72.5 in 1870, a mere 4.7 in 1874,
41 in 1375 and 19 in 1380, when the mines probably shut dowan.(1l34%)  1In

the 1830's the aanual production of ore from the Hebden lioor mincs
A

[}

averaged 25% tons; in 1867 only seventy three tons were raised, falling
to forty tons in 1870.(135) The Anpletrcewick mines closcd in 1874,
reopened the following year and lasted nine years before finally closing
in 188@0(136) By the mid-ninctcenth century most of the workings in the
sreceinhow nindng field had been coxhausted. .lovever, develonment worlk
started in the mid 1850's, but by 1874, the field was aluost at o
standstili, Several nev companies vere formed and mining continued until
1395.(137)  UcasleyCale was representecd by only a feu mincs after 1565;
the lead oujnut in the years 1386C-71, was less than a third of that in
1860-2.(133) For many years prior to the final collapse of the lead
industry several Swalesdale mines had become progressively exhausted.

131)  J.ll.bickinson op cit p.H

(132)  Ibid p.20 1333 2,127 tons produced
1860 1,216 ®© i
1667 502 0w i
1387 28 1 i
1081 20 ” g
(133%) D25
(124) Dire27-30
(155) Pod2
(136) PPo56-37 1861 146 tons 1867 58 tons
1862 306 wu 1668 Leg @
1663 255 0 1669 368 @
LR 2ho W 1670 1,133
1355 529 ® 1871 hos o«
1656 1,027 @ 1823 45 u
(137)  BoJdennings (edNHIBIGWY CF FICLERUALS pp.300, 307, 313

(138)  A.naistrick and T.Jennings, op cit  pe292
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George obiunson, manazer of mines in buvaledale, informed the Kinnaird
Commission, :

"'he mines are poor."” - an opinion endorsed by Sir G.Y.Denys, proprietor
of mines in the caume dale.

Tooo The mines have been poor for scveral years ocool (139)
Ore production from the Swaledale mines declined rapidly in the 1880's.,

llines became unprofitable and closed and by the end of the century,

production vas ncgligable,

¥iners verc gencrally paid for the ore they raised, according to

the Bargain system or 'Bingtale'.

Peoo @ partnership of miners would asrce to work a length ... in a
certain part of a vein for a certain time, usually cne to three
months, at so much per Bing ...!"(140)

S5ir G.'l.leuys described the system, operating in Svdledale, to the Royal
Commissioners in 186%:

T.oo. whion there is orc to be got, they make wvhat are called ore
har;ainsg ... $iae agents go in aand loolk at thé forehecad and see
the nature of the vein, and judge pretty well how nmany bviags of
metal a man con get with his partners in a given tiwe. Then an
agent lets them a bargain of 20, 30 or 40 bings, or vhatever it
may be, at a certain price, aund of coursce vhen they have got that
barzain their enceavour ic to take the metel out as quickly as
they nossibly can.''{141)

The bDuke of Devonshire'®s Hining Company, hovever, paid its miners by the
fathom. lenry Daykin, underground agent ior the Grassington mines,
stated; it is mot the custom in this country to work by biag; not in
Grassington."(142)  This was the usual form of payment for the "dead-work

men¥,; who sank shafts ond drove the levels., Dressers and smelters wvere

norially naid by the day.

(139) 1.1Y309, $.17536
(120) P69 4 bing was 8 cut.
(141) Q.17367

(1k2)
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By the nincteenth century most mincrs vere paid monthly, (143)
though during nepotiations for a rencwal of a nining lease in Midderdale
in 1837, assurance was required that miners would be paid at least once
every six uonths? (144)  lionthly earaiungs depended upon the cmount of
ore produced: ',., a man may hove a bargain that will last a year, but
he is paid every uonth for what he has got during that month ..."(145)
The price varied accordinr to scveral factors, for instance, the hardaess
of the rock, distance of the vorkiang from the suriface, the quality and
quantity of ore. 'hus, in 1853, a Swaledale company was ‘'paying higher
uapes than-any of the other companies, solely to induce the nen to get
into »oor wnlaces.'(145) Vevertheless, there was great variation in the

)

anount of ore raiscd andé vhe moathly earanings of leaduiners. ‘he average

nontaly caraings per nan of one nartnership in the 0ld Gang Commnany, in

sualedale, between 1350=5, varied from nothing to ,8.1253. (147):Tn sualedale,

1y

where the 'prownrictors of these mines do not pay their labourers stated
vages by tnre vcek or month or by the piece, but, by wiaat is styled amongst
them trial bargains, that is one or tuo, or a pgang of men take of their

cmployers a length of ground out of which they are to raise so much metal,

(17:3) Iblo 0.17370, 19645, 17525, 18229,
ol/ud) Yooa formerly they used to be guarterly. Uhen they were
made once a guartsr,; the uen wvere over head and heels in debt, aud
oa tlie pay days vuoey would peet and tihey would drink for a uveek or
a fortnirht before ever Thney sitruck another bat. i
also Lollaistricl and H.dennings oo cit P.269,
' ‘;);ghu\LJ 1.290

{(1hd)
(145)
(1L45)
(147 Aerviztrick ond Se.oenninzs o cit  0.200
dandle illustrating vLi;ibéﬁﬁvJ of carnings - figures of highest,
10\ 156, awd average weelkly earnings per man of a partaership
wiadag the QLA Cong Mines shilings

(Y

i;cp en yJ”w:bv iovesy Avoeard Tooaduon’?
oure 1.2 oL S ) 1y o T
Ausust Jo72. 20 14 5 2 12
Love.ber L4672 103 37 9 6 21
Fehrrary 1o?3 0 51 2h 7 7 15
Anril 1::; 87 39 6 2 10
Juie 1079 45 Bk i 7 21
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t as much a ing or given quantity ...’y ... These trials aiter the

men have worked ét them for probably 2, 3 and 4 months together (I have
known cases of six months and longer) frequently turn out entire failures,
and the men recccive nothing for their labor, o..7(L43) Uncertain
earnings, unemployment and poverty therefore were common features of a
leadminer's life in the nimcteenth ceatury,. A later chapter socks to
examine the extent to which these problems put pressure on the poor lau

admninistration.

2, incustrizs of Morth sast Yorishire
The late anineteenth century witncssed a contraction ia the
traditional industries of north-cast Yorkshire., Following the discovery
os extensive hia grade iron ore, kinoun as the Cleveland Hain Seam, at
bﬁiﬂningrove, near Eston, in the early 1850's, northeeast Yorkshire
became the leading producer of iron ore in Britain.(149) Uhitby,
Stokesley and Pickering unions werc on the periphery of the Cleveland
iron ere ficld, with mines in the area of Grosmont, Glaisdale, liosedale
and elsewhere.(150) The success of nev mines in north Clevelond caused
speculation byvsmaller éompanics further south but ﬁany-of these mines
guickly proved unsuitavle for large scale developuent. The fell in the
population of tliese unions in the late ninetecunth cecatury waé partly a

result of the c¢losure of the iron mines. Three blast -furnaces at

Glaisdale uvere bdloun out ian 1875.(151) The Hosedale mines in Pickering

(146) W12 Qeeth 227058/ 10/12/164L7
(l!:";) Jo“(.,o (Cd) i:L
(150) S.Chapman QL T

VIGSOLLA TIsIORY OF THR COULY OF YORT Vol.II p.irOk
LAY TA0MSTCUE  (1967)

(151) whulner and Coo LISTORY , TGEUGMAPJY Al DIICTORY OF WORTH
Y(J'i\ TS Jcac(l()m) 9&1

R 1 2T € e
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union closcd in the late 1370's.(152) The seams found ncar 3Stokesley
vere not extensively or profitably worked and mines near Ingleby Greenhou
and Svainby had been abandonded by 1630.(153) At the beginning of the
period coal was mined on a small scale in the Pennines, for exauple, near
Tngleton in Settlc union and atv Ton Eill ian Reeth uniony and in north-east
Yorkshire. Production of coal in the moorland pits in Bransdale and
Farndale rapidly declined between 1770 and 1800.(154) By the nineteenth
century alum nining in north-east Yorkshire was only a shadow of its
former importance.
rhe alum trade of Cleveland dwuindled until by the end of the
eigiteenth century it had ceased to count as a factor of Eaoglish
trade;1(155)
As denand for jot wproducts increacsed in the second half of the nineteenth
ceatury the jeot industry, centred at Uhitby, underwent a brief revival:
#1573 was the heyday of the prosherity of the tradei(1556)
but by the carly 1080's the nuabers employed had fallem from 1500 to 4CO.
A Local Government Inspector reported:
H.oe atv Yhitby the total extinction, for all practical purposes, of
the jet trade causes undouvtcd distress amongst those workers who
have clung to a decaying industry;" (157)
As shipbuilding centres, Vhitby and Scarborough werc also overtaken in
tonnage constructed by other ports. The "considerable shipbuilding
activity" in Scorborough in the first half of the nineteenth century
preatly diminished in the second half of the century as a result of the
developuent of iron ship building and the increase ian the size of vesscls

beyond the capacity of the hurbour at Scarboroughs shipbuilding was

(152)  Oth Anaval Renort of the LG 10780-9  po.lkk

(153)  Wwohulucr and Co. op c%c D 6, 2056, 226,

(154) thopﬂ’t"“~r, "Coal iuing in Bransdale and Farandale in the 18th
venturyo.?! im the P”coulo i LOLl&ﬂ, loolra 1959

ui

DR L,Luwux =it
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(155) Ue.Pare (ed)
(156)  Ibhid .330

(157)  19th Annuel Zenort of the LGL 1089-90 p.l131
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thereaftor confined to "fishing yavls cnd cobles... (158) Whitby wvas

~

the last stropghold of wooden shinbuilding.(159) It is difficult to
assess the cxtent of the decline of fishing as an occupation in the
coastal tovns and villages. In 1061 only seven unicns in Bnjgland and
Hales comtoined a lav_or nmaber of fichermen than sScarborough. In 1090
there vas eitensive fishing at Staithces while at Runswick a 'very
considerable fishian trade vas formerly done here but it has declined
in the latc years, and nov only a fow cobles are so employed.'(1l60) A
report on the fishing trade in Yhitby union stated:

M,.. a graduval invoverishment is taking place amongst those that

in nast times have been in commaratively well-to-do circumstances.?(161)

LT Ax“vculcural Labourers

T = m.;.:,_‘-,

A .

Unile 'de-indusitrialisation’ provides the most drawmatic example of
cconomic chensze iﬂ-north Yorhkoiaire agriculiure, nevertheless, vas not

impune to national cconomic developments in the ninetcenth century and

C:.

the ro

c’.

of this chapter exominces the facvors influeuncing the level of
vapjes and rate of emvloyment of thosc, who, throughout the century,

forimed the largest single occupational proup = the agricultural labourers.

Paruing in Worth Yorkshire was chnicfly pastoral. In 1737 Dofoe
vividly remcorked oa the lack of arable land im the Uest Ridiang -
"as for corm they scarce grow enough to keen their pouliry.n(1l62)

(158)  Hokdvards, SCARBORCUCGH > (1966)  p.71

(159) Heoraze (ed) o cit p.l

N
i

(160)  weiuluer ond Co. om cit  pp.$52-3

(161)  19%h /innual. len nort_of the IGH 18J9-20 p.l31l

(162)  Yo¥age (ed) v
Vol.ETT  pohily
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Cobbett drew similar conclusions frow his 'lural 2ides' -

aere is not nuch corn grown in the North Riding of Yorkshire, ...
and in the vhole county of vurham as is grown in the Isle of Wight
alone -~ all along the road fron Leeds to Yurham I saw hardly anay
uvhzat nt 011 or any whoat stubhlce, the chicf creps being oats and
beans mixcd with peas ... they arc counties made for the express
purpose of producing meat ...7{163)

“J..

The acreage devoted to corn production declined in the second half of the

century wvhilst that of permanent nasture increased.(164)  ilowever, thore
vas a distinction between upland and lowland arecas; in the former - the
Pennines and North Yorkshire lloors = farms vere generally small and/or
pastoral, relying chiefly on family labour, whilst greatcr diversity of
forming activity, emmloying more noun-family labour, characterised farns
of the YWees Valley and Veles of York aund ¥Pickering. The lowland unions -
lialton, Scurborough, MHasingwold, Thirsk, Bedale, Richmond, Ripon and
Knaresborougn = therefore, had a pronortionally larger asriculiural labour
force than the upland unioans of Whitby, Askrigg, Reeth, Sedbergh, Settile,
Skipton ond Pateley Bridpge; for cuamnple, male agricultural labourers

forned a mere forty-ninth of the male povpulation of Reeth union in 18651,

compared with a fifth in kalton union,

Jeekly wapges of agricultural labourers have been calculated om a
county basis at various dates in the nineteenth century, though there
arc prowvlems iancrent ia a study of regional vage variations. In the

first place, the agricultural labouring clasg, far from being a hoiogenous

proun, vas conposed of many occupational groups; for instance, thoere wveroc

(163)  U.rage (ed) op cit  VoloITI  p.hd4
(16%)  Inid
nereage in ilorth Hiding devoted tos-
10 07 1866 1906
Corn crops 222,189 199,529 179,754

Pernancat pasture )6;9)83 480,137 527,980




farm servants, gencrally hired by the year or half-year. Some men wvere
employed by the vceli, others by the day - bhoth groups could constitute
either regularly euvnloyed or casual labour. Casual labourers were either
'ungkilled' or specialists in a particular aspect of farm craft. Hen
who worked with animals were generally more highly paid than ordinary
labourers - partly on account of the longer hours and Sunday worl.(165)
Surveys of average county vage rates did not always specify which group
of agricultﬁral workers the figures referred to = mostly they represented
the vages of the outdoor day labourer. In North Yorkshire, howcver, this
group vas less comion than in the more arable areas of wmngland and there
vere proportionally morc labourers working with animals. 4 second
‘éifficulty vas thaﬁ ponﬁemporary vage tablés often gave just the basic
Ua@e rate aﬁd failed to assess the amountvof payment in kind or by way of
allowaﬁces and seasoral carnings from piece work. In Yorkshire, aé the
end of the,pineteénth century “allowances of corn and meat were still
giveng.the weekly labourers boarded in the farw house, milk and gqtéte
1aﬁd vere given free, coals were drawn andg allotments ploughed and beer
ves provided at harvest and threshinpg time.w(166)  DPiece work, associated
with field tws&s on‘arable farns, though more common im the predomiunantly
arable dist;icts of souti east Caglend than in the north of Englﬁnd, did
exist in wu;ts of lowland Yorkshirc. %uke, reoporting on agriculture in
the North kit;ﬂ“ in 1794 urote:

“In the northern part of the Vale of Vork, and in Cleveland, where

the practice of letting work by the plece Dy no meoans prevails oo

In the southern nart of the Vale of York, where the practice of
letting vork is more frequent ..."(167)

(65)  pw %?QE;fﬁ??o) VLY D357 ‘wen in chorge of aninals cee. £7C oo

I3

sv*“tlng ”GACP&lij a higher paid class of farm gervant than the
Pordinary labouvrer’..." P.305. The agricultural labourer's
average weelkly vazes in the North Riding (including allowances)
o 1¢/100; the equivalent ecarninrs of horsemen, cattletien and
smeguﬂrc was 20/5d4, 20/8d, 20/74 respectively.

P s SRR o e e -
(163) Uooashachy A o L3000 OF IS WICLIS! “CﬂIUUuLUh'!
(169) Joru'ee, Ul oiak '
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Allowins fov great variction in vage rates for the different classes
of agricultural vorker and regional differences im piece work and non-casgh
payuents, E.H.wunt, in his book, 'Regional Jage Variations in Britain
1850-1914" | nevertheless concludes that wvide variation in regional farnm
vages did emist and that there was close correlation between the north

as a high vage arca and the south and south easltl as a low vage area.

Hunt vrites of apricultural labourers' wages in Lancashire, Cheshire and

the Uest Riding -

the overall position in agriculture was that wvages in the region
vere well above the national average.'(168)

vhilst those in the Horth lQiding ‘'were woderately high, in most cases
somcwhererbetwocn the national averaze and rates in the highest wage
arees,. '(169) Wineteenth century estimates of vages Genonstrate that

the differential between the north and south-east was maintained and that
agrlcultural labourers in the Horth Riding were amongst the better paid
throughout the century. llnat cstimates that, in the lote 1360'3, farm
earnings in the Qiding wvere ¢.20/ above the national averase and 5055
above the rates of the lovest wage counties and that by the twentieth

century, thoush the uargin of advantapge bad been reduced, carnings were
still above the national average.(l70) lioreover, an examination of

prices revealed no differences in standards of living, which would have

(168)  EoHo.dHunt, REGICHAL
(169)  Ibid .30

OIS I BRIVAIN 1850-1914 (1973) p.ko

(170) Iin 1851 Joﬂalra calculated bqat the highest rates of agricultural
labourers Ueeli voges in #agland wvere in the Yest Riding (14/-)
compore ¢ uith M1/« in the Fowth Uiding and, at the bottom end of

thz seale, 7/= in bu;uolk9 Gloucestershire and Yiltshiroe.
Jolzird, i s UL lAQQT; (1852) p.b?4 o In 1902 the
3 'ywé“ricultural l“bourers

in the Ues

and 10S.10a in

(lath hWHhesn rane), comparﬂd w1bh
he lowest
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reduced the real gap between earnings.
",.. the cost of living of rural workers did not vary significantly

in different parts of the country; differences in real vages
parallelled diffcrences in money wages.'" (\W\a)

An important factor affecting agricultural carnings was the rate of
employment, vhich was determined by the interplay of supply of and demand
for labour, Obviougly vhen demand failed to equal supply the result wvas
potential or actual un/der-employment. A reduced demand occurred in the
following circumstances = during an agricultural depression, when falling
prices led farmers to employ fewer workers in order to reduce labour
costss when adverse vcather conditions sﬁ?r%eaed the harvest and haytime

in the summer and prevented outdoor work in the vinter and when therc was

N

less work to be done on the farms in the winter months. In North Yorkshire
several factors mitigated against the harsh bperation of these influences
and, as a fesult9 emnloyment was mere repulir ané under— employment less
prolonged and wvidesprcad than in some other regions of thé country. The
most important factor was the emphasis on pastoral farming. UYhereas
arablc farming wvas charaétérised by 'an extreme scasonality in the denand
for lﬁbour,” with a large labour force, required for ﬁarvcst work, being
made redundant in the winter moaths, pastoral farning did not have such a
pronounced seasonal demand Ffor lebour.(171) Ia the wixzed farning areas
vemen, children, old people, living locally, and migrant workers, such as
the Irish and industrial vorkers, were employed for seasonal tasks,
thereby roducing thoe number of adult male labourers kept in rescrve for

peak seasonal emnployment. 3.J.T.Collins wurites:

(171)  Aepigby "The Labour iarkst and the Continuity of Social
Policy after 1034'. 'The Cuse of the Eastern Counties.'
o JiRe_2e ser LTIl (1975) p.70

T T e, L

(§794) E.H.lvat, 'O CIT' p.CT
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"In $hce corly nineteenth century veavers and industrial workers
were essential components of nany harvest gangs in norihern Eagland
an@ the Hcottish lowlands. (172)
Poor Law Inspector Lambert was of the opinion that -
1Tn the extensive agriculturel districts oif Yorkshire and
fincolnshire thore is no suwcravundance of lobour, and were it
not for the periodic immigration of Irish labourers the ordinary
harvest and drainage work could not be done eo0at(173)
The predowminantly pastoral farming led to a large proportion of
agricultural workers being hired for a term of one or half a year,
living in the farmer's or foreman's house. The farmer paid vages for
the whole o7 this period, regardless of unemployment due to bad weather
ortemporary sickness.(1l74)  Whe significance of living -in as a factor
preventing naunerisn anongst agriculiural labourers should not be over-
estimated since the vast majority of these indoor servants were below

the age of tucaty.(175) Vevertheless, there vwere iandirect wvays in

vhich the hiriny system reduced the likdiliood of poverty. o.l.nunt
érgues thoet it was a disincentive to carly merriage (176) an@ allowved

tiae young person To save before marrying. If a man failed to be

hired he vas faced with a definite choice of unemployment or moving

avay in secarch o7 uvork. Wae hiring systen was therefore an important
mechanism in fcgulating supvly and demanc. This can be seen in operation
in the 1830%s. According to a land surveyor, living in the North Riding,
not quite half the scrvants wvere hirved at a local tartinmas hiring and
maay, unavle to et emnloyment in the depression of the 1830's, migrated.
(177) vhe tyne of farming also dotermined to some degree the inpact of

agricultural depressions on euployment. Tor instance, in thce depression

of the lote nincteenth century large-scale arable farming rogions uere

(172) HodoloU0lling, "icrvest Wechiclogy and Labour Supply in Britain
L790-10700  eoiisle 20d pox, Xdii (1969)  p.h66

(173)  L30 Leueert 22 19/2/1654 )

(171}) rl- A el \.J Pol,lj

(175) & ' Forth Riding

(173) :

(A7)




nore adversely affectod than nixed or pastoral farming dictricts.
Bunter-Pringle, reporting on the agricultural depression in South Durhanm
and North and Fast Ridings of Yorkshire, observed -
Hin 1894 irregularity of work was chicfly confined to the eastern and
midland counties which have been most affected by the agricultural
depression. ' (178)

He adduced the less serious inpact of the depression in the north to ‘''the

preponderance of pastoral farming, o.."*(179)
prex F B

Thus the northern agricultural labourer was more assured of regular
enployment than his countcrpart in the south-castern counties of England.
Nihgﬁeéﬁth century comﬁén@gﬁcgs on egriculture and the poor laws in Horth
Yorkshixe vere agrced on %ye absence of a sufpiﬁéwagricultufal labour
fbrcé,;though underuemployééﬁ%‘amongst a small section of tﬁo 1aboufing
cless in the slack wiater m§ﬁﬁhs‘was exacerbated in years of dopression,

;arﬁicﬁlarly in the lﬂjong\léhovs and early 1050's. In tgﬁldepressibn
of the sarly 1830's farucrs ciployed fewer labouréfs =

ihe [the labourer] is frequently out of employ part of time."(130)
In Bettle, vhere a third to a half of the labourers vere out of work in
1532=3, the township anthoritics attributced the distress in part to the
ereat scarcity of hushandry work™ and round Sedbergh, in the early 1540ts
it vas cllceged that 'our azricultural labourers 0;; are nov ofteﬁ wantiang
vork o..', though the priaovy-reason for uinecuployaent in both these
districts was the decline of handloom weaving opportunities.(181) L

1842 apnears to have been a particularly bad year for employment. In

Great Ouseburn (and no doubt in other agricultural tounships) the "surplus

(178)
(179)
(180)
(161)
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of able-bodied meca out of employment this winter', 1842-3, uas the

greatest in the memory of the guardians.(1l62) Unusually high rates of

un~ and under-cimmloyment accurred cgain in 1649-50.  Inspector Hawley

reported on the cffects of the depressed state of agriculture in the

Morth Riding -
Hihis portion of the country is strictly agricultural ... complaints
by the ogecupiers of lovw prices and taneir inability in consequcence to
employ the usual number oi lavbourers are very geaneral ..." '"Labourers

arc nore or less out of employment in every union in this part of the
1 o]
county oo.0'"(163)

Vespite North Yorkshire's high position on the ladder of wage levels
therce is auwle evidence of permancnt poverty. Lven in the carly twentieth
century, foilowing‘half a century of ‘'improvement' in agricultural workers’
stanéard of living, owntrcee and Xendall reckoned that agricultural wages
attained the minimum income required by a family of five (20/6d) in only
five couqt“»a < Northumberland, Yurham, Uestioreland, Lancashirc and
Derbyshire. Movever, their findings were based on the wvage rates of 1907
‘but the 1913 cost. of living, Adjusted figures, using 1913 vege rates
would, afgued one agricultural historian, also include Cumberland,
liiddlesex end the lorth and lest Ridinns of Yorkshire.(184) If the
Horth Yorkshire farm vorker uas considwed to be on the border Jline of
poverty at the turn of the century then his position had clearly boen
yorse fﬁuuy yeers earlier. In 1840 the ledicel Officer of ialiton union

stressed the precarious state of the agriculitural labourer's independence:

" oo the agricultural labourer has no opportunity of providiag

berforchand for a tine of scarcity ... his wages in the best of

tiuwes never rise above his urgeat vants so far as to enable him
to lay anythiang by for the future 0aal(185)

( dd) : ﬂ_ "l(._’_zil. ‘<.J: 7( ) 7 {iﬁi 70}9 )

(153) #1132 Tauley L1 13/6/13849
1isCh

(18%)  2obennard, HCONVIIG HCMS ON WUGLISH ACRICULLURAL VAGES (191k)

P9.90-91

(185) 112 iialton 100957/1540
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Inspector ilott equatcd the economic situation of the agricultural

vorker with that of the handloon weaver -
1To [the handloom veaverl] ... ac also to the agricultural labourer
all of vhom nccessarily czpend riore than half their iacomes in
hread and potetoes an increase in the price of flour operatcs
with great severity." (186

In 1895 an Assistant Commissioner, reporting on Yorkshire, considered

hat the agrienliwral labourer wvith a young family vas still hard

precced. (187)

(136) 1332 kott 57 13/L/13%9

(A7) 22,380304 (Shoab) -k
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GHAPTER THO

the_ilew Poor Taw :and the alte-bodied Pauper

1. NatLonal ollcvo

The ew Poor Law of 1834 provided the basis for the statutory
treatment of poverty throughout a century of fundamental social and
economic change in England. Since this thesis is concerned; not with
the poor iaw as a whole, but with its treatment of the able-bodied
;Ij;.;;auper9 we must now examine changes in national poor law policy towards
the relief of the able-bodied in the period 1834-1900. A Royal CoﬁmiSSion
vas appointed in 18%2 to enquire Yinto the administration and practical
operation of the Poor Laws", which, two years later, after a detailcd
survey of the poor relief system in many parishes and townships throughout
the coun‘t;;_‘y9 produced a report, criticising the administpation of poor
relief and proposing major changes. (1) Parliament, accepting in the
nain the rgcommendétions of the Report, passed the Poor Law Amendmént Acts
the poor relief system, established by the 1834 Statute, became known as
the Hew PQor Law., (2) The Act, "to alter and mmend the laws relating to
the roliéf of poor persons', did not stipulate poor relief policy, Setting,
up ins tcad the aduninistrative machinery, whose function vas to fo;aulate

policy decisions andfbut them into practice. It is proposed to examine,

(1) P313)4 (hh) xxvid
Tlere 15 no prlnted report, compiled by an Assistant Commmss;oner,
gor the North Riding in the appendices to the Report, as there is
for- ‘the \est Ridings
There are two p0551b1e reasons - either the report was in Appendix A
aart iv vhich was never- printed or the Riding wWas not visited by an

ssistant Conminsioner, '

”°°o_d1ffcrcnu acmdm.,s9 vhich prevented several [assistant
co%mlvﬁloners] from oroceod1nr coo 1n some cases forced us ... tO
leave some Qluogethe; uavisited o.." PP133h (44) xxvii ple

(2) Act for the ;mendmemu -and better administration of the laus relating
to the poor in England and Vales. &4 & 5 Wmo. iv ¢:76.




firstly, the Report, which outlined the principles of the New Poor Law,
secondly, the Act, which established the machinery to administer relief,
and thirdly, the rules governing relief to able-bodied paupers, known as

Orders,

The 1834 Report was primarily concerned with the problem of
pauperism among the able=bodied. Though set against a background of
dissatisfaction with the poor relief system, occasioned by soaring
expenditure om poor relief and contemporary economic theories, critical
of the old poor law, the immediate impetus behind the appointment of the
Royal Commission was rural unrest in southern and eastern England in 1830-
J3l. The ruling classes attributed the riots and other manifestatioﬁé"of
rural discontent to abuses in the poor law system; the Commissioners?
investigations therefore concentrated on the effects of the poor relief
system on the agricultural sector. (3) Urban and industrial workers
figured in the Report principally to reinforce the Commissioners®
arguments respecting administration of relief to agricultural labourers;
the problems peculiar to the relief of this class of pauper were not
considered. Other aspects of the poor laws such as rating, settlement,
removal, and the treatment of other groups of paupers, childrea, aged,
sick, disabled, mentally afflicted and vagrants, received scant attention
from the Royal Commissioners. (4) The Report grouped all the above=
mentioned paupers, with the exception of vagrants, under the heading ''not

o

(3)  PpPL33h (hh) xxvii p.26. VIt appears ... that in every district,

the discontent of the labouring classes is proportioned to the
money dispensed in poor's rates or in voluntary charities.!
P.29. 'during the agricultural riots, many of the inhabitants [of
Newbury and teading) were under strong apprehensions of the rising
of the very people amongst whom the poor's rates and charities are
so profusely distributed.?

(4)  HM.E.Rosey W& RELIEF OFf POVERIY. 1@34-1914. (1972) p.l2
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able! or "impotenth. The Commissioners were so dismissive of or
uninterested in this class that the outlines of the proposed relief
afforded them are vague and even ambiguous. On the one hand, the
Commissioners contemplated separate workhouses, offering specialised
treatment for 'unable' paupers -

"At least four classes.are necessary - lo. The aged and really
1mpotent 2. The chlldren° 3. The able-bodied females; 4. The
able-bodied males oo It appears to us that both the requisite
classification and the requisite superintendance may be better
obtained in separate buildings than under a single roof." !"Lach
cldss might thus réceive an appropriate treatment; the old might
enjoy their indulgences without torment from the bolZéterous,
the children be educated and the able<bodied subjected to such .
courses of labour and discipline as will repel the 1ndolent and
vicious." (5)

Elséwhere-in the Report, hdwever,,the Commigsioners implie& that there
would be one workhouse only, in which the impotent would be subject to

the sane restrictions.as the able~bodied -

"sooto the aged, the feeble and other proper objects of relief; the

regularity and ClSClpllne render the workhouse a place of’ comparatlve

comfort." (6)

The Repért alleged that the great source of abuse in the mal-
administration of the poor laws were ''"The outdoor relicf afforded ... to
the able-bodied on their own account or om that of their families ..." (7)
Although relief in kind was the most common form of assiSténce the

Commissioners identified five types of outdoor relief in money.

1. Relief wvithout Labour.

"By the parish giving to those who are or profess to be without
eriployment a daily or a wecekly sum, without requiring from the
applicant any labour.” (8)

(5) P13k (bh) xxvii p.l72.
(6) Ibi d pel29,
(7)  Ibid p.ll.

(8)  Ibid p.ll.
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2o Allovance.

"By. the parish allowﬁng to labourers, who are employed by
individuals, relief in aid of their wages.”

"In some placés allovance is given only occasionally, ... In
others it is coasidered that a certain veeily sv@ ... is to be
rececived by each member of a family ... The latter practice has
sonetines been matured into a system, forming the law of a whole
digtrict ... under the name of Scales.' (9)

3, Roundsman Systen.

"3y the parish paying the occupiers of property to employ the
appllcanto for relief at a rate of wages fixed by the parish, and
dependlng not on, the services,; but on the wants of the applicants,
the employer being repaid out of the poor rate all that he advances
in wages beyond a certain sum ..." (10)

4, Parish Employment.
"By the parish em@ioying‘and*gaying the applicants Tor relief."(11l)
56 Thegﬁaﬁbursréte Systems

"By, an aprccment among the raueﬂaversq that each of them shall
ennloy and. vaJ out of his-own’tioncy, a certain nuﬁbor of
labourers who have set tlomenr in the parlsh, in 3?0portlon not %o

his .real demand for labour9 but accordlmg to his rental or to hiss
conterutlon to the rates o.. oxr according to somc other scalea“(la)

The ‘escalation of paﬁperism and poor relicf expen@iﬁure and the
depressed agricultural,qcéﬁomy ﬁeré attributed to the interrelation of
poor relief with the labour market - the practice of giving outdoor relief
to able-hodied men in employment, described as ‘'the maéter evil of the
present system." (13) liuch of the Report was devoted to am analysis of

the way in which outdoor relief affccted pauperism and the ¢conomy.

(9)  Ibid  p.l2
(10) Ihia P.18-19
(11) ;ﬁﬁﬁ; pe2k
(12) Ibid  po.2h
(13) Ibid  p.156




The ‘tendency df{bu%door relief} to constant and indefinite
increase, independently of any legitimate causes” was attributed to the
ease with which the'pcor could obtain relief and the effects of a
pauperised labour market on the independent labourer. (14) The system
was open to fraudulent claims because the administration did not
distinguich between bonafide applicants and imposters; the receipt of
relief required no sacrifice on the part of the pauper and the
administrators were cbhsidered inadequate to discriminate between
deserving and non deserving applicants. A distinction was more commonly
made once they were paupers; the deserving were compeansated with extra
allovances, which added to the poor's rates. In the abSe@ce of a
déteﬁent form of'reiiéf the pauper labourer was in a more favourable
economic position than the independent labourer. The farmer employed
labour at the lowest wages possible; the pauper-=labourer, supplemented
as his wages wvere out of the poor's rates, Qas ensured of work in a-
surplus labour mafketg Thoe independont labourer was unable to compete
in a pauperisééglabour market and he too wvas eventually forced to have
recourée to pooi’reliéf; However, the Coumissioners claimed that the
interference of outdoor relief with the labour market had wider
repercussions'than'ﬁhermere pauperisation of labour. It was a
fundamental cause of the deteriorating and depressed condition of the
great mass of society. 'he Report listed the problems as they affected
four sectors in the agricultural economy:

1. The owners of property.

It wvas alleged that the poor relief system reduced income from the
land, leading, eventually, to the dereliction of estates.

"Our kvidence ... contains many \instances] in which the pressure

of the poor rate has réduced the rent to half, or to less than

half, ... and some in which it has been impossible for the owner
to £ind a teénant,® (1))

(14) Ibid p.1h7

(15)  Ipid p.36-7.
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2. bEmployers of labour.
The Report described how a demoralised labour force impoverished
the farmer.
..o the tendency of the allowvance system is to diminish, we
might almost say to déstroy, all these qualities [skill, intelligence,
honesty, diligence] sos in the labourer.”
.00 the evidence shows,; ... that c.. tthe'laboureré] are becoming

not merely idle and ignorant and dishonest, but positively hostile;
actually desirous to injure him." {the farmer] . (16)

3., Independent labourers,

The Commissioners itemised the ways in which "“he is a loser',

His virtues "are often the cause of absolute 1085 ... the income
from the parish for easy or nomlnal vork ... exceeds that of the
1ndeﬂencent labourer; and .. in those cases in which the. relief
only equaTS oso the average rate of wages, it is often better
worth having, as the: pauper requires- less expensive diet ‘and
clothing than the: hard working nman." (17)

The 1ndependent 1aoourer is sometimes '"refused permission to work
eoo [0F] only a given number of days im each week, oo.' (18)

4. Pauper labourérs.
"No man's’ pr1nc1ples can be corrupted without injury to society in
general; but the person most injured is the person vhose prinCiples
have been corrupted.t (19)
Outdoor relief had the effect of "dlsconnectlng each member of a
family from all the others; of reducing all to the state of

domesticated animals, fed, lodged and orov1ded for by the parish,
without mutual dependence or nmutual 1nterest i (20)

Although the walidity of the Royal Commissioners' evaluation of the
prevalence and implications for the labour market, and agricultural
economy generally, of outdoor relief = and the allowance systenm in
particular - has come under scrutiny, the careful selection of evidence

to create a logical and indisputable case against outdoor relief does

(L6) TIbid po39-
(17)  Ibid p.kb.
(18)  Ibid pokb.
(19)  1bid pol9.

(20)  Thid p.53.




testify to the Comrissioners' conviction thot outdoor relief was ‘ithe

waster ovil' of the present systeno

Under the reformed poor laws the poor rates were to be used for the

relief or¥ indigcnce okly -

T,0. the stete of & persocn uwnanle to labour, or unable to obtain, in
return forrliis labour, the ueans of subsistence. 1t has never been
decncd cxpedient that the provision should extend to the relief of
poverty; that is, the state of ome, vho in order to obtain a nere

cubsigitonce, is forced to have recourse to labour.t (21)

In order to -distinguish betucen the able-bodied poor and the able-bodied
indigent, applying for relief, the Report proposcd to make the condition

of the pauper less eligible than “the situation of the independent labourer
of the louest class,"” so that only the really destitute would prefer poor
relief to independence.(22) The nost efficient way of enforcing the
policy'ofllgus eligibility wos by restriciing tho dispensation of redief
‘tQ @hqf&ﬁlecbodied in the workhouse, vhere “the strict diéciplinc’;oo
reétrictions seo in respect to the use of acknowlédged luxuries o...'' and,
most iavortant, the setting of the able-bodied to work would be “intolerable
to the indolent and discorderly.'(23)  Thus, the first recoumendation of
the Report was -

"That, except as to medical attendance, and subject to the excention
respecting apprenticeship hereinafter stated, all relief vhateéver
to the able~bodied persons or to their families, otherwise than in

vell regulated workhouses ... shall be declarcd unlawful ... and
that 211 relief afforded in respect of children under the age of 16,
shall be considered as afforded to their parents."(24)

The Comissioners cavisaged the complete suppression of the practice of

giviang partial relief to the able-bodicd within two years.(25)

A larger administrative unit than the parish vas essential if a well
rejulated workhouse and a nore profecsional and impartial relief administratied
vere to be provided. lhe Rewort recconmended that the parigh be replaced by

a union of parishes as the unit of poor lav administration.

(21) p.127
(22)

(23) ».129
(2h) Pollis
(25) DolbY
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5th Recommendation: " ... that the Central Board be empowered
to incorporate parishes for the purpose of appointing and paying
permanent officers, and for the execution of works of public
labour.” (26)

The effectivencss of the policies depended upon a uniformity in
the administration of poor relief throughout the country, which would,
in the Report's opinion, only be secured by the withdrawal of all local
discretionary power and the control of the administration of the poor
lay by a central board.

“the legislature should divest the local authorities of all
discretionary power in the administration of relief." (27)
2nd Recommendation: "Je recommend therefore, the appointment of-

a central board to control the administration of the Poor Laws,

with such assistant conmissioners as may be found requisite ..."(28)

bo  THE ACT

lfo attempt was made in the Act, which followed from the Report, to
legislate against ''the practiéé ooo OF giving relief to persons orltheir
families who, at the time of applying f£or and receiving such relief, were
wholly or partially, in employment of individuals ..." (29) Parliament
recognised the great difficulty of implementing such an "immediate and
universal remedy." (30) Policy decisions regarding outdoor relief were
therefore left to the Poor Liaw Commission,

".oo it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners, by such Rules ..o
as they may think fit, to declare to vhat extent and for what period
the relief Yo be given.to able-bodied persons or to their families
soo may bYe administéred out of the workhouse ... by payments in
money, or with food or clothing in kind, or partly in kind and
partly in money, and in what proportions, to what persons or class
of persons, at what times and places, on what conditicns, and in
vhat manner such outdoor relief may be afforded." (31)

(26)  Tbid  p.10
(27)  Ibid .16
(23)  Ibid p.16
(29) L4 &5 Um iv c.76 s.Lll,
(30 I

(31)  Ibid




A1l relief, priven by the elected guardians and other local poor
lay administrators, contrary to the Poor Law Commission's rules was
deemed unlawful, though the Act did make provision for delaying the
implementation of the orders in a union and departure from the Orders.

M,.0. in the case the oversgeers or guardians ... shall ;.. be of
opinion that the appllcatlon ooo tould be inexpedient, it shall
be lawful for such overseers or guardians te delay the operation
of such orders ... or any part thereof, for aany period not
exceeding ... thirty days from ... the day of the receipt of such
orders ... and such overseers and guardians shall. (within} tweaty
days ... report ... special circumstances to the said
Commissionerss? (32)

"if overseers or guardians shall depart from the order 'in any
particular instance or instances of emergency, and shall within
fifteen days oo.. report ... (the departure}... and the said
Coimmissioners shall approve of such departure ... {in) such cases,
the relief granted, ... if otherwise lawful, shall not be
unlavful o..7(33)

co  TLE ORDEKS

There wvere two types of Order - the particular Order, most
;requenuly used in the early years of the ilew Poor Law and issued to
individual parishes or unions, and the General Order, of universal_
applicability, requiring the approval of the Secretary of State. (34)
Though the prohibition of outdoor relief to able-bodied paupers formed
the first recommendation of the 1834 Report and wvas the main object of
the Poor Law Amendment Act, no such Qrder was ever issued. As
anticipated in the 1834 Act the préhibition proved a more complex task

than Chadwvick, the author of the Report, had imagined.

In the first year of the Wew Poor Law, parishes or tounships,
separately maintaining their oun poor, wvere directed to''continue in

the accustomed course ... until the rules, orders and regulations c..

(32) 4 & 5 Um. IV .76 s.L1l
(33)  Ibid
(34)  Ibid & XVI
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shall have been duly prepared and promulgated.” (35) The Commissioners
first proceeded to form unions in the south, issuing five regulations,
relating to the relief of the poor. Outdoor relief to able-bodied men
was only prohibited in the case of financial relief in aid oi wages; by
implication relief in kind to able<bodied men in private employment was
still allowed. There was no restriction on relief to able-bodied females,
save that at least half should be in kind. Relief to non resident
paupers (those living outside the union in which they had their
settlement) was forbidden except in certain circumstances. (36) Although
the Commissioners, writing about pauperism and relief in Nottingham, were
of the opinion that "... the system established -under the Poor Law-
Amendment Act is peculiarly applicable to the case of a umanufacturing
district cduring a period of distress "they deemed it inexpedient to issue
the regulations to the uﬁions in the northern manufacturing districts, in
view of the violent, organised opposition to the New Poor Law, exacerbated
by trade depression. (37) In the industrial unions of the liest Riding
and Lancashire relief coniinued to be administered as before -

"ooo the Board of Guarcians will have the entire and absolute
authority of deciding, whether a person should receive outdoor
relief, or should be relicved by admission in any of the poorhouses
or workhouses of the union." (33)

"The Guardlanu ghall administer relief to the poor according to the
provisions of the statute 43. 1Lllz.c2. and all other statutes c..
in force o.." (39)

In 1849 the Commissioners reported the coatinuation of “partial
relief ... to thosc who have 'some means® to maintain [and) ... to those
who are able to work and who do work." (40) The number of uanions
operating under a particular Order regulating outdoor relief to the able-=

bodied gradually increased; in autumn 1840 the Order was sent to unions in

(35)  1st Aa~ual Report of the P.L.C 1835-6 p.4l
(36) ig;d p0)2

(37)  bth snnual Renort of the P.L.C. 1838 p.23
(38) Ibid p.ll5
(39)  Ibid p.110
(40) bth Ananal, Kennit of "the ¥.L.C 1839 p.6=9




Cornwall, Devon, Korthumberland and Durham (41) and ia August 1841 the
Order, reissued in the form of a General Order, was introduced for the
firss time to unions in the North and East Ridings of Yorkshire,
Northumberland, WUestmorland and Cumberland. (42) This Order, known as
the Outdoor Relief Prohibitéry Order of 1841 and 1844, (amended slightly
according to the statute of 7 and 8 Vict. ¢.101l) directed that all relief
to able-<bodied perééns, iale and female, or to their families, should be
in the workhouseo<(43) There were circumstances in which the

prohibition of outdoor relief could be relaxed; able-bodied men could
receive outdoor relief on account'pf isudden and urgent necessity",
"sickness, accident. or bodily or mental infirmity, affecting such person,
or any of his or her family," and for defraying funeral expoases. AlX
relief to non-resident persons was prohibited, but again a number of
exceptions were specified. It was illegal to give outdoor relief, contrary
to the Order, as a loan. There vas scope for guardians' discretion in
considering individual applications. Departure from the Order was allowed,
providing the case was reported to the Poor Law Commissioners within

fifteen days.

However, the poor lay administrators discovered that the 'vorkhouse
test' was neither universally nor, in every union, permanently applicable.
The 'labour test?® was accordingly devised in 1341 as an alternative method
of assuring that the rcceipt of poor relief was so unpleasant an experience
that only those genuinely destitute would apply. ‘The Outdoor Labour Test
Order was sent to those unions which had not béen issued with the
Prohibitory Order of 1841 or where the Prohibitory Order was temporarily

inapplicaples.(44) 'This new Order was intended to prevont three principal

(k1) 7th Annual Renort of the P.L.C 1841 p.l
(k2)  8th-

4nnual Rewort of the P.L.C 1842 p.3

P o

(43)  1lth Annual Report of the PoLoC 1845 1.46-49

(L&) 9th inaual Rewort of the P.L.C 1843 p.2




abuses of poor ﬁélief9 namely the payment of rents from the poor rates,
relief to able=bodied persons while in private employment and in the
receipt of wages, and "imposture by able-bodied paupers who may continue
on poor rates while able to maintain themselves by proper exertion.'

The Labour Test Order differed from the Prohibitory Order in three
important respects. Firstly, outdoor relief was only forbidden when it
vas relief in aid of wages and the able=bodied paupers were to be set to
work by the guardians, though they were not living in the workhouse.
Secondly, the prohibition of outdoor relief applied to both sexes in the
Prohibitory Order whereas there was no rule in the Labour TeSt>Ozder,
prohibiting outdoor Yelief, even in aid of wages, to women. Th‘ifdly9

e Prohibitory Order did not permit outdoor relief to any of the family
of an able=bodied pauper, while tho prohibition in the Labour Test Order

applied to the nale head of the Family onlys

In August 1852 the Poor Law Board finally iséued a General Order,
regulating outdoor relief, to those unions not already operating under the
Prohibitory Order. (45) A modified version of~thé,0utdoor Relief
Regulation Order was issued in Decerber 1852 following protests by Boards
of Guardians, supported by a large section of the House of Comumons. (46)
The guardians cbﬁld give outﬁoor relief to able-bodied men, providing
they were put to work, unless the relief was to supplement vages, to pay
touvards rent or for travelling expenses (unless ordered to an institution
by the Board), to recover or buy tools or to establish a person in trade
or business. There vere the usual exceptions - *sudden and urgent
necessity', sickness, accident, infirmity etc -~ to the prohibition of

relief in aid of wages and the setting to wvork of able-bodied male

(45).  5th Annual Report of tho PoL.B 1852 p.17
(46)  Ibid p.2h




SRRLLL S

paupers. The restrictions on the granting of outdoor relief to able-
bodied men wvere further eroded by the Instructional lettver, accoupanying
the revised Order, in vhich the commissioners explained that they would
consider suspending Article 6 (the setting to work of paupers) if there
vas mass unenployment. Furthernore, relief in aid of wages was so

defined ag to allow outdoor relicef to "a nan vorking for vages on one

day and boing without work the next,; or working half the week and being
unemployed during the remwainder ...'"; Article 5 was ‘intended ... actually
to prohibit ... the giving of relief at the same identical time as that

at vhich the person receiving it is in actual employmeont ...

Thus, from 1052, the ‘practice of the Poor Law Commissioners with
regard to outdoor relief setiled down into two disvinet stredus of
resulations ... the Outdoor &c¢lief Regulation Order 0f co. 1052 and ...
the Outdoor Relief Prohibitory Order of ... 1644, (47) Though the
Prohibitory Order appromimated more closely to the principles of the
Report than the Regulation (though, as has been demonsirated, even here
there vas scope for evading the prohibition of outdoor relief to able-

bodied nen) the proportion of unions in which the Prohibitory Order

operated CGiminished in the course of the century.(48)

2o whe Jntrocuction of the loBb Poor Lau in 1 North forkshire.

8, Formation of the vnions.

Prior to the sending of the various Orders regulating poor relief

volicy, to local poor lav adminisirators, the Commissioners® initial

(k7) 5 & B Wedb  4IGLISL LOGAL GOVERNHANT, E1GLLSH POUX LAY HISLORY.

Bt Tol.L (19297 p.149

(48)  1hid p.1h9=50
in 2647 39% nnions acted under the Prohibitory Order. (in 81 other
uiions onet,ﬁohzbltorJ Crder and Labour Yest Order vere jointly in
Torce),

11 1o/l 50 - unions acted under the Prohibitory Order.
T L5059 “7l adons oceted under the Prohibitory Crder.
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task was to replace the old poor.law administrative unit of the parish
or township by the union. The Poor Law Commission turned its attention
first to the formation of unions in those counties of southern England,
which were most seriously pauperised. (49) Assistant Commissioners
moved north in 1836. During 1836 and 1837 thirteen unions vere formed
in North Yorkshire. (50) With the exception of Sedbergh, the remaining
unions were formed later as a result either of separation from another

poor lav union or the dissolution of the older Gilbert Incorporations.

The creation of those 'additional' unions after 1837 came about as

follous., In 1836 the parish officers of Bedale failed fﬂ'their;attémpt-

to memorialise the Poor Law Commission against inclusion in the Northallerton .

unions three years later however the Commissioners acceded to the demand
of tuvelve tounships to be separated from Northallerton union and form
part of a union centred on Bedale., (51) The predominqﬁtly leadmining
townships of upper Swaledale separated from Richmond union to form Reeth
union in 1840, (52) The formation of Kirkby Moorside uﬁion in 1848
followed the Poor Law Board's approval of a Board of Guardians' committee
report, proposing the division of Helmsley union.(53) Requests by the
towns of Uhitby, Harrogate and Scarborough to be detached from the Uhitby,
Knaresborough and Scarborough unions and form separate unions were,
however, rejected by the ceantral poor law authority at various points
in the course of the nineteenth century. The ratepayers of Pannal

(49) 8 & B Wobb. BEHALISH LOCAL GOVERMMENT Engich focr Lo Wistow P T . pw2,
(50) See Appendix I - -

(51) 5uh CAnnual Renor Vof the 'QL\C 1839 palle

(52)  6th- AnnualﬁRéhowL of_the F. ‘Go %ﬁ&g Do 4?9

fofmerly 1n hlchmond unlon9 and two tounshlps9 not previously in a unloﬁ

(xy12 Reeth )o/)/iu;9)




contended -
".oo that the increasing importance of Harrogate, both as rcgards
wealth, intelligence,; population and resnectability, demands
that it should be placed beyond a secondary position in the
district which derives much of its prosperity from its source."(54)
The memorial from Uhitby, dated 1842, was a result of
dissatisfaction with increased poor rates in the town since the
introduction of the New Poor Law. (55) In 189% the country parishes,
belonging to Scarborough union, objected to paying for the relief of
Scarborough poor and the guardians resolved ""that an application be made
to the Joint Committee of the East and North Riding County Councils to
form a union consisting o£<the rufal parishes of Scarborough union,
leaving the Borough of Scarborough a union of itself.” (56) The formation
of a union at Ripon was delayed until 1852 by the existence of a)Gilbert
Incorporation in the area. Yhree more unions, Knareshorough, Great

Ouseburn and Aysgarth, were formed consequent to the dissoclution of two

Gilbert Incorvorations, Great Ouseburn in 1854 and Bainbridge in 1869,(57)

As poor relief in many townships of the .Yest Riding and Lancaéhire
was administered efficiently and along lines similar to the New Poor Law
even before 1834, the Poor: Law Commission was uaprepared for the exﬁent
and hdstility of the resistance to the introduction of the New Poor Law
from the Northern manufacturing districts. (58) Blsewhere in the north,
hovever, the formation of unions was generally straightforvard, meeting

only localised opposition to the loss of parochial autonomy in poor relief

(54)  Harropate Advertiser 9/0/1856  16/8/1856
(55) HH12 Whitby 15/12/1342
(56)  Scarborough uﬁion 8Gii . 21/6/18%h

(57)  7th Annual: Revort of the 2.L.5. 1854 p.l0
let Annual xenort of the P L 60 ldou~9 P22

(58) H.E.Rose "It HEY POOR LAY TH AN IWOUSTRIAL AREA'
RQUOﬂartuell.(ed) “he Industrial Revolution (1970)
Nl .mGzall V'J.qu AH.L.I.. IOU; LA _.OV.LJl quU lO)’-i'DL"I" (1971)




affairs. (59) Opposition ih North Yorkshire usually took the form of
petitions to the Poor Lav COmmissign against inclusion in a particular
union and non-cooperation by townships once in a union. For example,
there were petitioms from twenty nine tounships against inclusion in
Ripon union; the Hayor of Ripon wrote -

"ooo the universal feeling of this District is most strongly
opposed to the coantemplated néasure...' (60)

The clerk of the newly formed Richmond union complained to the Poor Law
Commission that certain townships persisted in the idea that they could
maintain their own poor and would not forward their relief lists for

revision. (61)

In the case Qf only two West Riding unions = Seébergh and Skipton =
did opposition to the formation of the union amount'togmore than" isolated
parochial protest, requiring the special attention of the Assistant
Commissioner, The "intrusion of a m6b“ at Sedbergh prévented the
formation of a union by Assistant Commissioner‘jgg%esh?n 1837, then
attempts were made to form a union in 1840 the ﬁbwnéﬁeéple Moo deférmined
to resist the introduction .o.." The parish officers refused to giye,the
required notice of the election of guardians and produce the townéﬁip'
books. Resistaice collapsed after the overseers ueféytaken to court and
found guilty of illegally withholding the books. (62) In 1837 twenty
three guardians of Skipton union supported a move to adjourn the Board
for six months. The move was defeated by the combined attendance at the
Board meecting of the Assistant Comnissioner, Alfred Power, and the

lagistrates, who were "disposcd to act in execution of the lau" (63)

(59) P.J.Dunkley. 'THA ATREDUOR. LA AWD COUNDY. _DURHAII® (HA 1971-2 (Durham))
R.N, Thompson 'POUL LAU IN T Gl ‘1:,90 iy UubLMOKLAND“(Ph) 1976
= ' B 5 (lfewecastle))

(60)  HH12 Rinon 7/?/1u51
(61) 8

(62)  6th Anﬂvﬂj Weoorc'o?r%;ﬁ<?
'Ln12 aeaoergh 14/1/1uQO

(63) QP 38)7 (]o?) AV111

polr
13/2/1840  9/3/1840




The Chairman refuscé o Torvord tho Ueulong having been informed by
Power of the ill““&llﬁy of the proposcd resolution. Power attributed
the activity of thc opposition to the influence of one guardian, Sir

Charles Tempost, Yom acknovledged opponent of the lav.™(64)

The most prolonged resistance to unionisation in North Yorkshire
vas made by the Gilbert Incorporations of Bainbridge and Great Ouseburn.
The 1834 Act gave the Poor Law Commission no pover to dissolve Gilbert
Incorporations without the consent of at least two-thirds of the Board
of Guardians.(65) The Giggleswick and Lawkland Gilbert Incorporations
voted to dissolve in 1836 thereby enabling thevfermatian of Scttle union,
(66) Howo&éf;:ﬁainbridge and Great Cuseburn refused to dissolve despite
soveral atitompts by Assistant Commissioners to persuade them to do so.
The Great Ousevburn Booard of Guardians was visited once by Alirod Pouer
and thrde or four times by Hr.Revans.(67) The following is an account
of one Splrlied meoting. be;w cen Revans and the gnardicas:

7,00, he (Revans) was hurling his thunderbolts; he vas aan excellent
tactician, and he rather made some of the guardians ftremble;.o.."

"1 said, "Gentlemen, do not be afraid; it is all sheet lightening,
thoere is no elcetric f£luid that can hurt us;® and vhen he had got
calried douyn, I said to him, "I will put down 1,000L ;, and you
shall’ put douwn ﬁnother9 and it shall remain as long ao you like,
and you shail put mour best house against ours, and I wvill engore
that onrp rhall boat yours as regards the comfort of the paupers,

the comnveniecnce of the poor, and the satigfaction of the ratepayers,”

and he bgelied out by saying that he did not ccme therc upon such a
misgion ag thet. I told him that I was no gamesier. One gudrdlan
a very prudent nan said that I had gone too far, that I had not the
aubhority of the Guardians, but immediately a cloud of hands vere
held up, and the guardians said, “if you double the money, you
shall have it."(68)

(64)  MH12 Skipton 19/5/1842
(65) L & 5 ¥n iv c.76 suxwii
(66)  [i12 Settle 21/12/1836 22/12/1836

(67)  Yorlshire Gazmotte 19/11/1836
EP 16 ﬂb (403 AlLI §.1817

(68)  pp.1845 (i (&09) ) 3 9.1811
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The Incorporation was finally dissolved by the Poor Law Board in 1854
folloving the discovery that it was not legally constituted. (69)
There is, filed in the central poor law reéords9 a letter from the
Clerk of the Peace of lorthallertoén to the Poor Law Board, stating =
"I can not find that any such agreement L for the formation of the
Great Ouseburn union under 22.Ge0.3.c.83 | was ever registered in
this office.' (70)
One wonders, however, if the dissolution by the Board was itself illegal
since in 1842 Assistant Commissioner Clements mentioned an agreement
between various townships, filed at Pontefract Sessions in 1828, the
same year that CGreat OQuseburn fﬁcorporation was formed. (71) Despite
Revan's optimism in 1836 that the.Bginbridge Incorporation would
voluntarily dissolve, it was anuﬁissblved until 1369, Qhen an fct,
31 & 32 Vict. Cl22., s K gave the.Poor Law Board the power to dissolve

Incorporations without the guardians® consent.

Thus only in Sedbergh and Skipton unions did overt opposition pose
a threat to the introduction of the llew Poor Law, In 1838 Assistant
Commissioner Revans, vhose district included the North Riding, repdfted
that the "ill feeling towards the amended systém ooo has deéidedly decregsed
both amongst the Ratepayers and the Poor.# (72) and that with the exception
of three 6r four unions; not a,quarfér of the guardians would be willing
to disseolve the union and~retﬁrn to the former system. (73) In future
the opposition was to be directed against specific poor law policy rather

than the Hew Poor Law itself.

(69)  7Zth Annual Report of the P.l.3 1854 1n.10
(70) 12 Knaresboroush 13/10/1653

(71) HMH32 Clements 11 14520/L2

(72)  HH52 Revaus 65 30/9/1538

(73) Ibid 11/12/183
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b. Relief Poliey before the Introduction of the Orders, 1337 - 42,

This section examines briefly the policy adopted by the central
authority towards able-bodied relief in North Yorkshire in the period
between 1834 and the issuing of the General Orders regulating outdoor

relief,

The Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834, empowered the Poor Law Commission
to direct relief administration in all unions and parishes; thus the
Conmission had the authority to stipulate policy, regarding relief to
the‘abléfbodied even in the Gilbert Incorporations and paxiéﬁgéﬁ‘éﬁiil
opérating'unéer the Act of 1601, 43 Eliz. ¢ 2, and the Sglédt VestryfAct,
59 Geo IlIxc 12, 1819. However, there is no evidence that the Commission
interfered in the relief administration of either the{GiiEert
Iricorporations or the individual parishes in North Yorksh%new even though
it was a vell-knoun fact that gross mal-administratioa of the poeor lav
existed thére; for example, Assistant Commissioner Tweedy, in 1832-4,
and Keyser, in 1839-41, reported the practice of supplementing,the vages
of loy paid linen vorkers out of the poor rates in knare3b0r6ugho (7%9
Uriting gbqut the West Riding Giibert Incorporations in the Fourth Annual
Report, the Commissioners stated that they "do not tend to the prevention
or even the discouragemént of the pauperism of the able=bodied..." (75)
There is no correspoadence bétween the Commissioners and parish officials
on relicf administration im the MH12 records and, in 1852, Poor Law
Inspectq?»ﬂustin—reported that relief administration in the West Riding
Inccrporations "is pra;tically béyoﬁd the supervision or coantrol of the

Board = The iWownshivs are without regulation from the Board." (76)

(74) ;éﬂpolB

. Dohlh
(7)) 0 y}p PoL.C 18)8 polt
(76)




The Poor Law Commission did not mnake a concerted effort to seek
out abuses in poor relierf addinistxéfion in the newly created unions
during the years'1837;41, relyiﬁgfmore on the voluntary co-operation of
the guardians. There wvere nmany iﬁétances of the guardians enquiring of
the Commissioners the correct coufSe to take when dealing with
applications from able-bodied persons. The Commissioners invariably
discountenanced outdoor relief to the able-bodied, taking the opportunity
to elaborate on the principles of poor law policy. The following is
part of the Commissioners' reply to a request from Richmond Boeard of
Guardians to allow married able=bodied labourers and their wives outdoor
relief, while admitting only the childben into the workhouse:

",.. the Commissioners can only recommend -one method of a;fordwng
trellef to. able-bodied labourers} oso that is, the offering to
receivé the man, and all -who are dependent on him into the uorkhouseo
The Commluuloncrs feel assured this course is not only the most
advantagcous ‘for the union:: Dut- ia ‘the ¢nd most kind and con51deraue
for the Poor taemselve ' and the. letter goeo on to explaln the
demoraﬂlslnb effects: of -outdoor relief on. the. labouring poor and-
the good reoultu that followud its dlscontlnuatlono oo whllst
actwnr upon these: principles, it any - individual cases ‘shall arise
vhere the laboureér from the great number and tender age. oi his-
famlly, shall be compolled to apply for relief, the guardlans may
if they deem it to be absolutely negessary , treat any such case as
one of enmergency, and afford reliéf by admitting one or more of the
elder children into the workhouse." (77)

Several unions did pass bye-laws or regpl&tions relating to outder
relief to the able-bodied. (78) The resolutions are very similar and it
is likely that they were suggested to the Boards of Guardians by the

Assistant Commissioner. (79) They prohibited ‘outdoor relief to various

(77) MH12 Richgmond 10/7/183%7

(78)  1H32 Revans 65 6/2/1840
Richmond union BGH 25/5/1837
Pickering DGH 12/6/1837
Helmsley 581 18/3/1837
Bedale ¢ 9/U/103%9
MH12 Lalton 15/12/163%8 22/2/1840
MH12 Leyousn 2)/3/10)7
MH12 Thirsk 20/)/103/

(79) MH12 Thirsk 20/8/16)7 Clerk to PLC Y...Guardians resolved
at suggestion. of=issistant Commissioner that ...'" certain classes
of women uith 11leoiulmate children do not receive outdoor relief.©




classes of paupers, naaely able-bodiéd men with fewer than six children,
(80) single woﬁén*ﬁith wore than.one illegitimate child, widovs with a
bastard child born . after the husband's death, able-bodied women with no

children (81) and, in three unions, able-bodied women with one child. (82)

co. The Introduction of the Prohibitory Order,

It was originally intended that one order, prohibiting outdoor
relief to able=bodied persons,; should be uniformly applied throughout
the country. I[However, as shovn in the previous section, the Prohibitory
Order, a modifieéd version of the policy recommended ix the 1834 Report,
ﬁas never issued to some unions, vhich instead received the Regulation
Order, nor in those unions which administered relief éccording to the
Prohibitory Order, wac it uniformly introduced in 1841 and 1844. The
Act empowered the Poor Lav Commission to exercise diséretion as to when
and to vhich unions the Order was to be issued. Their;decision was
based on local considerations as assessed by the Assistdnt Commissioners.
The criteria upon which the Assistant Commissioners judged the suitability
of a union for the introduction of the Order were sufficient workhouse
accommodaﬁidi,.gfﬁective as a test of destitution; relatively full
employment and a low rate of able-bodied pauperism; and the co-operation

of the Guardians. (83)

In 1841 nine of the seventeen unions received the Prohibitory Order-

(80) Horthallerton union stipulated that the children should be under
10 years of age. Thirsk union prohibited ovitdoer relief to able-
bodwed unT%sa they had more than 7 children under 12 years of age.

(81)  In Bedale union _this applied to able-bodied women under 50 years
of agco Lﬂ Th "sk union this class was allowved 1/6d a veek

(82)

(83) 1x,..§-132 ;‘y 40 27/ /1844
HUT2  Ripon 27/2/1095
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those exempted were the four Uest R;ding unions, Pateley Bridge,
Sedbergh, Settle and Skipton, and fpur unions in the North Riding,
Helnsley, Northallerton, Richnond and Stokesley. The reason given

for exemption of sixu of the unions was insufficiency of workhouse
accommodation except in Pateley Bridge, where the Regulation Order
remained in force, the Prohibitory Order was issued soon after the
completion of a nevw, improved workhouse. (84) In 1842 Richmond union
built a new workhouse to replace the old one, which did "not afford
sufficient accommodation in regard to numbers {mor was) ... in any vay
adopted to carrying the ... law into effect." (85) The old workhouses
of Stokesley, Horthallerton andiﬁelmsléy unions, which astonished and
dicgusted Walsham, on his first visit as Assistant Commissioner to the
North Riding in 1841, were in usc till 1852, 1358 and 1860 respec;ﬁively°
(86) In 1837 Power found the workhouse at Pateley Bridge "in a vorse
state of management than any I ever enﬁered“ and eighteen years later
it wvas still Ya most inadecquate and illecontrived building, capable of
accommodating only 32 inmates;™ a new workhouse was not ready till
1863. (87) A new vorkhouse for Scdbergh union, to replace the tuo
poor houses, one of wvhich was ‘merely a farmhouse®, wvas completed in
1855. (88) In the five unions formed after 1841, the Prohibitory Order
vas issuced soon after the acquisition or building of new workhouses,
though the introduction of the Order to Knaresborough was delayed for
four years by the (‘uardians' reluctance to build a new workhouse to

replace the two defective houses in use. (89)

(84)  Bee Appendix I
(85) 112 Richmond 14/5/1338
(86)  HH32 Walsham 79 22/5/1841
(87) W32 Pouer . 83  27/7/1837
8th Annual-denort.of the PLB. 1835 p.51
(88) mu12 Sedbergh  20/1/1852
(89)  HH12 Knaresborough 25/5/165k




In two of the dniqﬁsg Scttle and Skipton, hovever, the uwain reasoﬁs
for the exemption from the Prohibitory Order in 1842 were not the
absence of workho;ses but pressure on the poor relief system from a
distressed manufacturing population and the antagonism of the (uardians
towards interference with their relief administration by the central
poor lay authority. The inexpediéﬁ?y of a general rule prohibiting
outdoor relief to the able=bodied in textile manufacturing districts,
which were subject to sudden, severe and widespread under-employment
and unemployment in times of trade depression, had been noted by Power
in 1837. (920) In 1840 he advised the Poor Law Commission that the
manufacturing districts of the West Riding and Lancgéhiré wérgingt yet
ready er the Prohibitory Order, but, in 1842, AséistéhfiQQ@miSs@onér
Hoﬁ@ reéommendéd the issuing of an Order regulating ontdoof relief to
Settle and Skipton unions to check the “alarming spread of clamorbus
ablé=bo@;ed pauperismﬁ" (91) In bpih unions relief to the ableaﬁ§§ied
was contrary to tlhie principles of 1834 - “irregular and mischieVOQég“
"giving relief without any efficient test," (92) and the, guardians..
vere hostile to any suggestion of restriction on their discretidn ia
pooxr relief adminisfration -

"ooo the guardlans inagined that any restraint on their proceédings
yould lead to mischief and doubted the propriéty-of the
Coumissioners' interference." (93)

Although Valshalh reconmended the offer of the workhouse to all

single persons and married able-bodied man with one child, applying for
relief, the Comnissioners issucd instead the less rigorous Outdoor Labour

Test Order. (94)

(90)  MH32 Power 63 21/10/1837
(91)  IMH12 Skipton 19/5/184k2
(92)  Ibid

(93) MH12 Settle 17/5/18k2

(94) uH12 Skinton 4/1/10k2




Phe initial reaction of the Boards to the Prohibitory Order varied
from union to union, depending largely on the extent to which it
conflicted with the relief adwministration currently operating in the
union., The Commissioners® report in 1842 noted -

"PThe Boards of Guardians in the northern unions ... exhibited
considerable reluctance in some instances to depart from their
existing practices.™ (95)

but in the majority of unions the Prohibitory Order was accepted without
overt opposition. The Guardians of Malton, Easingwold, Sedbergh and
Knaresborough, however, demanded the withdrawd of the Order from their
unic’_ns(J while Reeth and Bedale, though anxious to carry out the
provicions of the 1834 Act and tﬁe'reguiitiéﬁs_of the Commissioners

and "ready to acknowledge that the principle of the Prohibitory Order

is generally good!, were opposed to the applicafion of specific clauses
of the Ordeér im their union. (96) The guardians usually went no further
than registering their pﬁbteét with the Commissioners but in both
Sedbergh and Easingwold the Board of Guardians resigned. The attendance
of the ex-officio guardians of Sedbergh union, on the advice of the Poor
Law Board, rendered the guardians' action ineffective and the Hoard
resumed administration according to the Order. (97) The Easingwéld
guardians declined to carry out the Order. (98) The Poor Law Commission
attcmpted concilXiatory reasoning and, after a meeting with the Board in
October 1841, the Aszistant Commissioner was optimistic of their evéntual
acceptance of the Order, (99) Two months later, however, the guardians
resigned in opposition to the Poor Law Cominission's refusal to sanction

a case of outdoor relief to a single woman, having two illegitimate

children. (100) The COMmluswoﬂ s and Assistant Commissioner reiterated

(95) 8th Annual: Pe;orb of the P.L.C. 1842 p.3,

(96) Reeth union BG“' 17/9/1 41
MH12 Bedale 12/1/1042

(97)  HH12 Sedbergh - 22/9/10)5 4/10/1855
(98) mMHI2 LaSLEruolQ, TO/O/l
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the "'very ex%onsive‘an&.unrqsttip%eé exércise of power in the
adninistration of’#giigf” stild remaiﬁing with the guardians and,
informed the Board of the illegality of their action. (101) The
resumption of rclief administration wvas, for a ghile, conducted'by only
three guardians, ofie of whom was e%tnofficio° (102) This abdication

of the Easinguold Board of Guardians was later referred to by ag

Assistant Commissioner as the "Gasinguold Mutiny".

Our concern here is with the attitudes prompting the petitioms
against the Prohibitory Order and not the validity of the Boards of
Guardians® objections., Although the guardians were concefned that the
Order would cause great hardship to deserving poor -

"ooo the order will affect and oppressively injure all the aﬂed

able-bodied paupers oc.. Land] widows ...” (103)

Y,.. the order ..., will have an injurious effect upon many )

deserving poor o..." (10k4)

the order will result in "... the unfortunate paupers the dlugrace

of entering the workhouse." (105) -
their opposition was primarily based on the effect it would have on them
as administrators of pbor relief and as rate payers.  Opposition to the
Order rcpresented a conflict of practice and principle - of relief
administered according to the guardians® knowledge of the applicant's
situation and of relief that had as its criterion the "able=bodiedness“
of a person, with no regard for the deserving or non-deserviag character
of the applicant. A relief system that treated the diverse needs of
different arcas uniformly, in order to pursue long term benefits, had
no positive neaning for most of the local administrators, who could only

conceive a relief system closely related to local needs and circumstances.

(101) MH12 Basinguwold 1/2/1842

(102)  Gih Annunl Hewort of the PIC 1842. pok
(103) uH12 Easingwold 10/9/1341

(104)  H12 Xnaresborough 17/6/1858

(105) 12 Halton  18/11/1841




The Prohibitory'Ofggr%?devised by the Péor Lay Commission, whose
knouledge of tho‘aﬁplicants' imnediate needs was necessarily more
limited than that o?m;he guardians, was therefore regarded as
inadeguate. The guardians thought that the Order,; by substituting

the more costly relief in the workhouse for outdoor relief and by
pauperising the poor for aa indefinite period, would actually inecreasc

poor relief expenditure and the poor rates.

The protests do not entirely substantiate the Poor Law
Commissioners' report that thé principal difficulties in the 'way of the
introduction of ﬁhisfdfder into the northern edhntiegzﬁave arisen from
the religf'of mothers cf pastard children and of‘péfédﬁs not regiéeif
within their union ..." (106) While it is true that one of the

controversial issues in Halton, Bedale and Easingwold unions was the

prohibition of outdoor relief to ablesbodied singié”womén and widows
having one iliegitimate child, the prohibition of outdoor relief to
able~bodied men with families was a major concern o£ most of the
protesting unions. Not a single‘protest referred directly to non-
resident poor, though they may have been implicitly included in the
class of able-bodied men and their families. According to the clerk of
Halton union the Board wished the Order to be rescinded because -

" .00 it is frequently the case ... there arc able-bodied
labourers with large familieés ... who cannot ... support
themselves and families ..." (107)

Similarly, in Knaresborough, it was alleged that -

" ooo the Order ... will have an injurious effect upon many
deserving poor fanilies who are rcduced from want of employment
or fron other telporary canses ...", (108)

vhile in Reeth umnion tlic guwardians hoped -

(106) 8tk Annual Remoxt of the P.L.C 1642 p.3.
(107) MHY2 ﬁaltbﬁ .- : 81‘1
(108)  MH12 Knavesboroush  17/6/1858




that a somewiat calargéd 01SCP6 cion may be allowed to them ...
in respect s.. of many 1nd1v:duals vho although able<hbodied ..o
are yet unable without ngloca1a1 assistance to malnualn
themselves and their fanllles " (109)
talsham statved that the reason for the opposition of Lasinguold union
was the effecct the Order would have on unmarried mothers -
the "Guardians ... have on¢ of the most injudicious and singular
Byelaws I ever net with ... that all women un@or twency twvo and
having only one bastard child shall have outrelief o..." (110)
However, the Chairman informed him that -
"I for onme should not perhaps have been quite so determined in my
opposition were the bastardy casés the only ones in question -
I think the article ... refusing relief to able-bodied labourers
out of the workhouse = ' too oppressive. (111)
tJalsham also thcugﬁt it likely thst the guardians, in particular the
Chairman, ¥a vain and conceited Ultra-Tory", were enéouraged in their

resistance by tho example of its neighbouring union, York, and the

support and acclaim they received from the York newspapers. (112)

The Poor Law Commissioners claimed that the introduction of the
Prohibitory Order into the northera unions was ''not attended with serious
difficulties oo." (113) Walsham took a less favourable view of its
reception: urging the Commissioners not to yield to the demands of
Basiagwold union, he was of the opinion that "the very existence of
Boards of Guardiaés in almost every part of Yorkshire depends on the
issue of this struggle...” (114) Halsham's estimation of the feeling
of the guardians was probably more reliable since he was actually fon
the job', ueeting the Doards, while it would not have been politic for

the Poor Lav Comaission to draw attention to the full extent of

(109)  Reeth unionm LCH 17/9/1841

(110)  Li12 EBasingwold 13/9/1841

(111)  Ibid 26/1/18k2

(112) 2 Easi:gwola 15/5/16k1

(113)  8th . Annva1 ,i I)O:*"b of: the PoL.C. 1842 p.3.

(114) LH12 u&51n”U016 aﬂ/l/l 42




opposition to the’bfﬁer in their Agguél Heport.

d. The Introduction of the kégulation Order, 1852

In 1852 the new Regulation Order was issued to Settle, Skipton,
Pateley Bridge and Horthallerton unions. In spite of its less ripgorous
rulings cach of the four unioas petitioned the Poor Law Board against
the Order. (115) The Commissioners, however, refused to withdraw the
Order. Settle Board of Guardians resigned, directing the Relieving

Officer to relieve the paupers as before the Order, but scarcely a month

later, having becn persuaded by the Assistant Comﬁﬂm‘lbheﬁfﬁé;rééﬁﬁéx
adrinistration, the guardiansg wrote to the Poor Laﬁ’BOardv"éxéressiﬂg
their satisfaction with the vorking of the Order. The guardians of

Skipton union were only reconciled to the Order after its modification

in December 1852,

The objections to the Regulation Order, similar to those made to
the Prohibitory Order, were directed against the denial of guardians?®
discretion, increase in poor rafes and hardship to the poor. Skipton
union, for example, objected to =

"an arbitrary and unbending law o..." "...t0 be enforced in all
cases instead of leaving ... the application of such a test to
the local administrators.®

and "the manifest assumption ... that local Boards of Guardians
are unfit to be entrusted with pover to dispense relief to the
POOTro.." (116)

Pateley Bridge union claimed that -

the order ... can not be carried out in this union, without
entailing ... great additional expemse on the union o..' (117)

(115)  Pp 1053 (111) TXALIV p 166, 187, 217, 227
(1.16) Ibld Po 229
(117)  Ibid p.187




while Northallefto@gérgucd tha%vthe provisions of the order -

"are harsh and snexpedlent being calculated to inflict great
hardship upon-the poor recipients of rellef 000o'(118)

Skipton ané Settle regarded the prohibition of outdoor relief in
aid of wages as inexpedient and inapplicable in their unions. In
Skipton union this class of able-bodied paupers constituted the
manufacturing poor, particularly those with large, young families,
vhose rate of employment and consegquentiy earnings, fluctuated
according to vicissitudes of trade and were not dependent on their
oun efforts or industry. During trade depressions the reduced earnings
of ‘an able-bodied man and his family vere inadequate for.their
maintenanceo It'ﬁﬁs envisaged that in such circumstances, lorge
numbers of appiicanfs wvould be compelled tq‘relinguish all,independent
labour, thereby creating permauent pauperisn: and increasing the amount
of relief required to meet~the'éi§tres§a' The guardians thﬁﬁght it
impossible to find sufficient wvork for all the male pauperéo The Setﬁle
guardians anticipated great prbblems in implementing the Order with
regpect to non resident tegtilé:@gnufactuzing poor for not.only,would
their removal involve the loss”of employmeﬁy and housing, but, in vieu
of the shortage of werk and‘hquaing in Settie union, they Qpﬁld be
compelled to cnter the workliiouse., The guardians concentrated on the
impediate difficulties of'séoPping relief in aid of wagés. ''here was
no acknowledgement of the long term advantages to the poor, claimed by
the Commissioners; in fdact, in 1842 Settlec union, potitioning against
the Outdoor Labour Test Ordgr, argued that competition from the power
looms and not the relief in aid of Qages vas the chief cause of the small

earnings of the handloom wedvers.

(118) Ibid ».1066




3. The Orders in iorth Yorkehire
The profests ééé}hst the Orders were short-=lived; within a fevw
months all the Qéarﬁs of Gudrdiéns verc acting under one or other of
the Orders. i Héﬁe%érg relief éontinuéd‘to be given to able-bodied
persons-yho did neot come under anyiof the exceptions lisﬁed in the
Orders. This was done either byA(illegally) ignoring the Order or
(legally) suspending the Order. Altérnétively other methods of relief

vere devised to evade poor relief altogether.

a. JIllegal Relicf,

In Nerth Yorkshire, few instances of ‘'illegal’® relief, that is
outdoor relief given to the able-=bodicd, contfary to the’b}@er and not:
reported to the central au%hérity for sanction, are recorded. It is,
however, likely that the incidgnce of illegal relief vas mere common
than the records indicate, especially in the early years of the New
Poor Law., There would be verbal wvarnings from the Assistgnt Commissioners
about the illegality of this relief, which would never appear in the
records. It was also possible for poor law officials and guardians
to relieve able-bodied paupers as cases of ‘sudden and urgent necessity’
because it was very difficult to prove them otherwise. The guardians.
appointed their ouwn auditors till 1847 and it is improbable that they
vould be scrupulous in surcharging the Boards for relief given contrary

to the Order.

The feeling in the north was gonerally opposed to the prohibition
of outdoor relief to mothers of bastard children and unions, otherwise
adhering to the Prohibitory Order, were tempted to evade the law in this

matter. (119) In 1842 Yalsham found the Whitby guardians ignoring the

(119) MNH12 Thirck 12/12/1842




Order, as recgards relief to able-bodied women with illegitimate
childrens; the guardians promised to adhere to the regulations in
future. (120) in i847'enquiries into the Assistant Commissiocner's
report of relief by way of loansto unemployed able-bodied men in Reeth
union revealed the practice of relief in aid of wages = the giving of
loans out of the poor rates to desitute miners. (121) It was a clear
conflict of poor law principle and local expediency, with the Poor Law
Commission insisting that -

"to persons situated as the lead miness are such relief can only
legally be given in the workhouse ... (122)

and the guardisgs claiming that -

Tit, 18 oo 1maosr1blo but that the uniosn must in such cageés L
1n¢r1age the rule -against outdoor reliéf to able~bodied paupers..™(123)

The Comuissioners, ldbking to the long tern, believed that the prohibition
of outdoor relief would lead to improvements in the employment and
payment of miners, while the guvardianssuwere motivated by consideration
of the immediate hardships to the poor and the ratepayers =
"ooo the expense of bringing them and their families into the
workhouse ... Hould be ruinous as well to the townships to which
they respect1ve1y belong as to the paupers themselves who would
thereby in all probaglllty by being obllged to leave their
vorking, lose any benefit they might derive from “heir long
labor. " (124)
The guardians failed to report cases of outdoor relief to able-=bodied
men within fifteen days and were duly surcharged by the auditor. As a
result they refused to sign any more cheques for poor relief, but,
following a warning from the Poor Law Board that it was illegal for the

guardians to retire from poor relief administration, resumed the business

of the union. (125) There is no further mention in the poor law records

(120)  MH12 Uhitby 20/1/1842
(121) HMH12 Reeth  25/6/1847
(122) HMH12 Reeth  7/7/1847
(123) TIhid  10/12/1847
(124)  TIbia ‘

(125) Ibid 9/10/3.048




of illegal relief in hcﬁhh union. This seems to have been an isolated

case of illegal rel;ef to able-bodied men on a large scale.

The intentibn 0? the Orders was to stop relief ig’aid of wages =
the giving of outdﬁor relief to persons in private employment. However,
all the unions contravened a strict interpretaﬁion of- the Orders in
respect of the aged poor, who were,'hevertheless, able~bodied and
capable of working. Although the Commissioners alleged that relief to
aged paupers was open to abusé and that many of them could, in fact,
support themselves, the central poor law authority never defined the
policy regarding aged paupers.(126) The guardians were, therefore, at
liberty to relicve asﬂﬁhey chose. Unions, particggéﬂlyrin:rgréi‘aieas
preferrgd to relieéve tlie aged out of the workhouse. Iﬂs@ec%or&Culley
msqggested that thegggasogé forfthis were the iﬁadeﬁﬁatéfﬁpﬁkgpusé
accomppﬂétiop de_@hé;guérdiagg?,kgﬁyiedge,of the3indivigﬁglféggiicagﬁs -
but, é% with soiﬁﬁ¢h of péﬁr law admihistratién;"fiaanpial,céhsideraéiOns
were uppermost. The maxgmum Wéekly'nelief~out of th;@bfk@guse to an
adult was three éhillings in 187l.cgmpared with thrég;fiﬁés this amount
in the workhouses (12?) The reductlon of re lief>£b thfswclaﬁs of
pauper was one of the" ﬂPlﬂ obJects of the campalgn for a "general
tightening up" of the aumlnastratLpn of relief by Boards of Guardlané
in the 1870%s, (12%) Local Go#éfﬁment Board Insjectors put pressure on

the unions to achere more strictly to the Prohlbltovy Order, but the

(126) 6th:Annua1 Mevort of the PslioCo L 18@0 Pol?

, 5, parcislly able to work | o
2 qukgouuc or coo bo enp1oyed on account of the
union9 or oso : oymsnt, a large
éound capable of supporting themselves.o..”
eport of the Ls 607 1&73a4 p-69 Report by Inspector
Culley

E'ODO r’i"-
to applkic ,,_»oao in cases uhere no rellef saould be glvon "
(127) w32 Hedley 45  9/8/207L

(128) 8 & B Uebb, MIGLIBEPOOR IAU DPOLICY (1910) p.153

cards of Guardians would requirc .,
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abscnce of any povers of enforcement and the preference of both rate-
payers and paupers for outdoor reliei ensured the continuance of outdoor

relief to aged persons.

b. Exceptions to the prohibition of outdoor relief.

Apart from special groups like the aged, provision was made for the
suspension of the Orders in the case of both individual paupers and
unions., If the guardians considered an individual applicant, not coming
under any of the listed exceptions, deserving of outdoor relief, they
could request the Comnissioners' sanction to relieve. The Hoards of
Guardians' minute books and correspondence files (li.lI.12) contain many
such requests from unions acting under the Prohibitory Order, in
addition, the Assistént Commissioners sanctioned departures from the
Orders bul records of thesé have not survived, Requests for the
sanction of the Poor Law Commission wefe most frequent in the early
184075 wvhen the guardians were uansure of the exact meaning of the Order.
There are several examples of unnecessary applicatidlis9 which did not
require the Commissioners? sanction. (129) At least three unions |
misunderstood Article IV of the Prohibitory Urder and requested the
Coumissioacrs sanction for ouﬁdoor relicf to a class oi PAUPETS, rather
than to individual paupers; for examnle, Reeth union asked the Poor Law
Commission to sanction outdoor relicf to women with only one bastard
child, to vhich the Commissioners gavé.tle usual reply, that they could
give no goneral caonction but would consider individual cases. (130)

In the 1840°'s and 1850's applications mainly comprised relief to
deserted wives, mothers of illcgitiuate children, non resident persons

and able-bodied men. Poor rclief was requested for the last group

(129) eg E12 Richmond 19/5/1845 MH12 Thirsk 3/10/1846

(130)  Mil12 Reeth 21/2/1842 Also HH12 Bedale 23/2/1849
1H12 Scarborough 23/2/1849 Scarborough union BGM 17/12/1846
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in orcer to suwvsnlorent inadequate uses, relieve destitution resuliing
from unemployment, to enable the paupcr to buy furniture, tools and
travel to a place of work or go in search of worlk. 1In the second half
of the ceantury the majority of applications were for nien out of work on

account of inclement weather,

The Poor Lov Commission's sanction of relief given comtrary to the
principles of the iHew Yoor Lau depended upon coasideration of two Tactors
special circumstances of the individual case and the general standard of
adninistration of poor relief in the union concerned. The Commissioners'
decision cenended to o learype ouxtent on the opinion of the ussistant
Commissioner, who vas nore conversant with the state of the union.
wevertheless, there were several occasions on which the Assistant
Commissioner tooi:r a harsher lire than the central authority. Lawley
advised the Poor Law Comuwission to disallow relief to two non resident
able-bocied handloom wveavers because otherwise Vithey will cease to exert
themselves to find ewployment ... and if refused they vill either Ffind work
or refturn to their ownlparishes therceby reducing pouperism in the suffering
digerictsg® the Voor Lav Commission:liouever disresgarded the counsel and

sanctioned relief,(131)

Yhere are aunerous ciunoples of relicef allowed becouse of mitigating
circuustances. Uidowers with large, youns families were usually treated
favourably. ‘Lhe Comnmigsioners sanctioncd outdoor relief in kind for
three Jojt‘ to a widoucr with six children in Thirsk union. (132) ‘Yhey

>

alloucd velicf to the legitimote childr

(92

n of a widow, with an illegitinate

child, so that they could be looked after by the grandparents, and to a

(131)  ie2 whivsln 1/7/1842  See also H12 Yhirck 11L/1/1845
(Ls2) Ibid 235/10/1sk7  .lso 1A1Z Northalierton 28/2/1849
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single voman, with an illepitimate child, in order that she could care
for her aged parentso(IEB) Relief was orften permitted when it enabled
the pauper to go into scrvice, (13%) though in Ripon union in 1857, the
Poor Law Board forbade relief in clothing to an illegitimate child,
about to go into service, whose mother was of weak intellect, on the
grounds that relief to able-bodied women was centrary to the Prohibitory
Order. (135) The Commissioners were inclined to allow oéutdoor relief
to non resident paupers if there was no work available in their union

of settlement. (136) The central authority took a surprisingly lenient
stand with the rare cases of a pauper refusing the relief offered by the
guardians. In Bedale union a widow, who was offered the workhouse on
account of the illegitimacy of one of her six childr_eﬁ9 refused to ente;
the house; the Cowmmissioners, reluctant to admit the children into the
workhouse without the mother, thereby leaving her ‘'at liberty to
continue her immoral course of life and relieve her of responsibility

of maintaining the children®, allowed the guardians to relieve in kind
if she continued to refuse to enter the house. (137) ﬂoWever, the Poor
Lawv Commission refused to approve relief when the reasons given by the
guardians vere those of economy. Richmond union wanted to discharge tuvo
vomen, both having illegitimate children from the vorkinouse and give them
a veekly allowance because it would be a Yconsiderable saving to the
townshin, which is heavily burdened with~po§r rates ...'",; the Poor Lau
Commission believed that, if allowed, it would encourage immorality,

the number of apnlicants and consequecntly the poor rates would increasé9

thus undermining the attempt to economise, (138) Nor did the

(133) HH12 Thirsk 10/10/1842 lif12 Reeth 26/9/1842
(134)  HH12 Thirsk 23/11/184k
(135)  Ripon union BCii  3/3/1857

(136) HMH12 Reetn -20/3/1341 I{H12 Richmond 2/5/1853%
Richuond union -BGH 4/2/13860

(137)  Bedale union LGi  8/11/1881

(128) nﬁ;z%m;h;ﬁoudi5¥0/7/1§§3‘ Also liL12 Reeth 1/9/1049
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Commissioners consider the great demand for labourers in Whitby union
sufficient rcason for discharging two able-bodied widows, with
illegitimate children, from the workhouse and allowing them outdoor

relief. (139)

Yhe administration in the union also influenced the Commissioners'
decision as to whether to sanction relief. They were more willing to
grant outdoor relief in the period immediately following the introduction
of the Prohibitory Order. In 1841-2 Fconsiderable latitude [was) co.
advisably extended by the Commissioners to ... North Riding unions ...
in order to facilitate the introduction of the Order. In Bedale union,
in January 1842, the Coumissioners sanctioned an "undisguised
application for relief in aid of wages", which would have been disallowved
in a union, where the Order had been in force for a lonjer period. (140)
In 1860 the Clerk of Knaresborough union requested the Board sanction
outdoor relief to able<=bodied men out of work; although "the mere
circumstance of an able=bodied man being out of employment is not of
itself an adequate reason for relaxing the order ...', Inspector Lambert
recommended the relief bhe sanctioned #... as the Order has not been

long in force in this union ..." (141)

The Commissioners wvere prepared to sanction relief if they were
confident that it would not be treated as a precedent, by the Boards
of Guardians. Thirsk union was permitted to give ontdoor relief to
able-bodied, non resident handloom weavers because the "confidence which

the Connigsioners repose in the discretion of the Board ... leads them

(139) MH12 Whitby $/L/1850
(140) NMH12 Bedale 19/1/1842
(141)  HH12 Knaresborough 21/2/1860
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to anticipate that no attcunt will e wuate teo establish so mischicvous
a practice as the rclic? of nom resident hondloon weavers. (1lh2)
Assistant Comuissioncr lavley advisced the Poor Law Comiission to
sanc?icn an allovonce of clothing to a destitute wveaver, 'Yfceling

satisfied that the Lhirsk Soard would not have made the application

unless they considered the case one of preat UrEEnCY o..'(143)
¥

=
=
o
(W)

ez
—

wad a reputation as Yan excellent and discriminating Board,™
standing firm during the 'dasingwold hutiny'; the Commissioners

accordingly allowed relief to a mother of two illegitimate children,

despite there being '"so much danger in point of principle, in

asserting; to the exception of this case from the Prohibitory Urder ... (1L4k)
‘he bFoor Lav Commission sanctioned relicef given by 3Scarborough union to

an able-nodied, non resident weaver, out of work, boecause the union was

vell rejulated and the hoard very careful in refusing relief to able-

bodied paupers. (145)

The 164 act cmpoverea the Commissioncrs to alter or resciad
rules,; »roviding it did not counstitute interference in individual cases
of noor relicf. (1h6)  Yhon the Prohibitory Urder was temworarily
imannlicable, vesually becsuse of overcrowding in the vorkhouse as a

result of an increase in able=podied apnlicants for relief, the

[

&) - L 84 oo 4 S TN -
volllllesionees dasued tha Lobouy Yes

Grior, pernititing the guardicons as

an alternative to set able-bodied wen to work and relieve then outside
-, ? °r ﬂ, Bl By T § 1 ) T

the vorkhousc. In 1648 tae Poor Lav voard informed the guardians of

Uhitbhy union that the Prohibitory Order ‘oursht ... to be adhered to so

(142) 112 Thirsk 23/b/1042

(1433 ibvid  11,/10/164%

(L&l) w12 whitshy  14/3/1842
(1453) Ld12 Scarboroush  19/4/1845%
(L86) b oo 5 Yyillioam ¥V ¢ 76.8 3V
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long as there is roorn in the workiounsc.', (147) and in 1868 the Poor
Law Board retused to issue the Labour Post Order to Scarborough union
"on the grounds that workhouse accommodation is at present sufficient

for the rclief of the able-bodied poor.t (148)

Pressure on the poor relief system from able-bodied men occurred
vhen work was halted or earnings dininished as a result of trade
depresgions or severe weather conditions. Although the Labour Test
Order was more commonly found in the large urban ang industrial
centres, it wvas used at different times in some Horth Yorkshire unions.
The Q;dér"uaslissued to Pickering union in 1899 vhen o large nunber of
men,wcrc thrbﬁn out of Qork owing to the closure of Roscdale ironstone
nines. ’(709) - It was used in “hitby union in 1848, in 1879, a time
of éépn¢G$ion in the Cleveland iron trqdog in lu86, when there wvas great
dié@reﬁs aﬁonggt the labourigg population in Yhitby as a result .of tﬁe
depresced state of the industries, and in the early 1890's, vhen work
in the ship building and jet trades was slack.(150) The Commissioners
issued the Order to Scarborough union in the severe winter of 1879.(151)
The Order was dssued to rural umions, usually during inclement weather,

hich_prQVenﬁed-outdoor labour; the Poor Law Board seant the Order to
_,aulj"uold unﬂon in 1850, because of increased applications for relief
fron able hodi ‘i lobourcrs during a storn, and to Richmoad union in
1855.(152) With the exception of Whitby in darch 1886, vhen there

were 230 applications for relief under the Labour Test Order, the

(1h7)  ni12 dhitby 13/11/1648
(146)  Scarborough union BGH 30/1/1868

(149) '*"al Bonort of the 5L.G.H. 1870-9 p.l43

(150) 13/11/18438 Uhi tby union BGH 21/6/1879  9/3/1886
ﬁcno*t of __1893-4 p.140

(151)

(152) ”"A*f;- ?’:k'ﬁ | Yli' ’j Richmond union BGH 9/6/1855
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available records do not ‘give the qunbers involved. (153) The work
normally provided was stone-breaking, for which men in Scarborough

union in 1879 received 1/6d a ton. (154)

C. Unofficial Methods of Relief

The existence of private rates to relieve the poor was widespread
in North Yorkshire, associated, in particular, with the ‘close' parishes,
owned by a single proprietor or a small group of landowners. By their
very nature, private rates often escaped the notice of the Poor Law
authorities:

"ooo it is an exceediungly dl;;icult thing to find out the
particulars wluh regard to these private rates." (155)

Inspector Lambert described how he discovered the existence of private
rates in Helmsley union purely by“accidéntt
Tafter e::anlnlnD the overseers on oath, I met accidently in

an omaibus a man vho told me. that he had made ‘out the private
rates himself in five or 51x narlsheu in the union.® (156)

In 1041 Walsham reported the existence of private rates to be almost
universal in the North Riding. (157) It is not knoun exactly who »aid

these private rates, nor how they vere used to relieve the poor.,

A common form of unofficial relief to the unemployed able-bodﬁéd
labourer was the provision of work: at vages sufficient to tide him over
till weather or trade and the demand for labour improved, thereby
avoiding the necessity of applying for poor reclief. Iien wore given

vork by a system known as houserow or roundsman. The employers of a

(153) LH12 Zasingwold 15/2/1850 Richmond union BGH 9/6/1855
(154)  Scarborough union BGii 18/12/1879
(155) PP 1860 (520) XVII  ( 169

(156)  Ibid Q 169 4170 G148
(157) %2 Yalsham 79  31./5/1841




townshin, u,uallj T&PMvLuq arranned amon;st thenselves to provide work
for uaempl@yOu asle-lodied labourcrs. The following is an account of

the roundsman systom as it operated in the parish of Great Ouseburn

. .

and in townships in Yhirsk union -

when oble-bodicd persons apply for work "we first divide the men

as micH as we can among the farmers, and if thore is surplus after
takbq ,new 20 by house=roY ... 1roil one farmer to another, according
to hig réntalsy - they »ut their names in a bag and drauv them out,
and a man draws out a ticket with so many days on it ... he goes

in rotation.®

“I'he men under the houserow system rceceive about 2s per wveek belou
the general average of wages.”(158)

To prevent applications from able-bodied men ''the principal farmers

in a toiilshin mzet tosether and azrce to o scale of vages on the

prineinle. of paying so much a day %o each m&n according to his
femily =~ each roterayer to give cunloy rmeitt or pay; the wenes fixed

by tne reeting to the laaoa o sent to him and that “whether.he nas

profitable euployment for hiw of hot ... The scale of vwages fixed
is mluuraulv low varying from 8d to 1lhd a day ...%(159)

S .

Theggracﬁicé:usuQIiy alf”eroa'from the roundsman systeil criticiged in the
183k uicport iw that no payuent was made ot of the poor rate in aid of
VagEeso

Pooo the plan resembles the old Houserow systcem cicept that no
payncut is made out of the poors rate in aid of wares.?(160)

hern counties system of pav1n” headnoney out of the
52 ve 6o not '1ch thing #(1oL)

Lo with privete rates, rouadsnen or houserou secms to have been

C’t

genercl practice in Dorth Yorkshire unioms. Whe visitor of the Great

Ouschurn @ilbert Incorporation worlhouse stated that his parish vas

lohlised to adopt this principle in seli defence, as all the parishes

(150)  Pr.1bhs (409%) XTIV Q.1657  Q.1688  Q.1693
(159) w12 Srizck  12/12/18k2
(160) 12 whirck 12/12/Llok2

(161)  Pr.L0&5 (H02) LiIT  0.1070

e O frip e N
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around us werc doing the same ..." (162) and Assistant Commissioner
Clements reported that the practice is "as general in the agricultural
parishes of unions as in those of any Gilbert Incorporations ...'" (163)
The practice of roundsman, which, though not illegal providing the poor
rates were not used to pay the labourers, was regarded with great
disapproval by the Poor Law Commission. UWhen suspecting the employment
of men in this way the Assistant Comnissioners normally attended a
Board of Guardians meeting and held an enquiry or persuaded the
guardians to investigate the case. An enquiry into the practice in
Thirsk union *has had the effect of breaking it up in this township,
the Board of'éuardians however have reason to apprehend that the same
practice prevails in some of the other townships, which they will use
their best endea&ours to discover and put down o.."(16L) Tt is
douhtful whether such co=operation with the Commissioners in putting a
stop to the practice was typical, as Thirsk union in this period, under
the influence of its vice chairman, MroSmith9 "one ... of the most
painstaking and intelligent men in matters of budiness ..."; was one

of the best administered unions. (165)

Private rates and the roundsman system tended to disappear in the
second half of the cezﬁ:ury9 when changes in the financial basis of poor
relief and the virtual abseance of an agricultural labour Surélus removed
the incentive or pressure on parishes to devise means of evading poor lau
relief. In contrast with official poor law policy regarding roundsnan
the schemes of work provided by the town authorities had the full

support of the »oor law authorities. Untries in the guardians’ minute

(162) Ibid Q 1568

(163)  PPA8A3 (172) HLV p.3h
(164)  MH12 Thirsk 16/6/1842
(165)  HH32 Walsham 79 8/10/1841
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books give the impression that the guardians, anticipating distress or
inundated with applications for relief from unemployed men, were
instrumental in establishing public wvorks. Newspaper reports, however,
indicate that the incentive also came from other interested groupse. In
1879 the Charity Organisation Society in Scarborough recommended that a
vood yard be set up to employ poor people at a small wage until they

got better employment and, in the same year, the Mayor of Scarboruugh

convened a meeting to consider steps to be taken to relieve distress.

(1.66)

(166)  searborouga txvress 16/1/1879  20/12/1899
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pauperism amongst selected groups of the able-bodied in worth Yorkshire

It is necessary to point out the limitations of the poor law
records when applied to a study of an occupational group. The minute
books do not give any information about applications or orders ifor
relief, with the exception of relief requiring the permission oi the
poor law commissioners. Such applications for relief are generally
mentioned in the minute books and the replies are contained in the HH1I2
records but often the entries merely recorded ‘'an able-bodied man', not
specifying the occupation. Hardly any relief order books, workhouse
admission and discharge books or relief application books have survived
and wvhere they do again it usually proves impossible to identify the
paugdper’'s occupation. The amount of outdoor relief expended weekly or
fortnightly, recorded in the minutes, form a consistent set of statistics
but, as there is no indication of the proportion received by able=bodied
nersons, as opposed to the elderly, children, widows, mentally ill etc.,
the value of such statistical information is extremely limited. Able-bodied
paupers reccived relief in three vays - in the workhouse and out of doors,
either under one of the exceptions to the Prohibitory Order or with the
permission of the central poor law authority. The records are silent
regarding the first tvo - only in the last case is there recorded evidence.
Thus, the historian relies upon two kinds of information - reguests for
permission to depart from the Urders and incidental reference to able=
bodied men (who, in a predoninantly leadmining or textile arc, for exanple,
may be presuired to be miners or textile workers), arising in guardiang’
meetings and in correspondence between the unions and the central poor

lawv authorities.
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1.  Lead Hiners

Under the fold poor law', prior to 1834, parochial authorities
vere unrestricted in the form of relief they gave to able-bodied persons.
lMiners were relieved, both in money and in kind, on account of
inadequate earnings and unemployment. 3elief often took the form of a
loan because of fluctuations in the amount of earnings and infrequent

wage payments.

During the depression in the lead industry c1829-33, pressure on
the poor rates in the leadmining townships increased. 1In 1830§ a
Swaledale diarist, Zdward Brodericlk; wrote:
"Wow the mines are exhausted, the price of lead is low ... The
1naependence of spirit is gone. The man who formerly scorned to
be -troublesome to the parish now seeks every opportunity to throu
hlmse11 upon ito" (1)
Coinciding as the depression did with the Royal Commissign, appointed
specifically‘to enéuire-intg and recommend changes in the relief of able=
bodied men, the appendices to the Report substantiate the evidence found
elsevhere of a greater number of applications for poor relief ffom
destitqté leadminers. Jd.D.fweedy, the Assistant Commissioner for the
West Ridingﬁ‘reported that in Nidderdale the depression in the lead trade,
which reduced évefage wvages. to seven shillings a week, had reéulted in-aﬁ
increase in the incidence of relief to able=bodied minerso(a): in
Bishopside9 where scventeen men wvere described as leadminers in the
1841 census, "many (able-bodied persons) are relieved in degree, when the
vages they carn are not sufificieint; it is reckoned that one shilling and
nine pence per head for each member of the family is necessary, except

for infants oco.." (3) Apnro rimately 5200 a year were paid in paupers’
(1) E.Coopersy 1mN OF S'ﬁL SDALZ (1960) po34

(2) PP 1834 (hh) ZXVI11 pp 766=7
(3)  Ibid p.Y32
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reats in Bishonside:; the same amount was expended in the predomin&ﬁly
leadmining township: of Dacre cun Bewerley.(4) (This extraordinary
scale of rent payments in Dacre cum Bewerley is evident when one
compares it with £260 expended in knaresborough, a declining linen town,
with a population five times that of Dacre cum Bewerley.) (5) The
depression in the leadmines accounted for the increase in poor rates

in Grassington, where earnings were made up to one shilling and sixpence
a week. (6) 1In Kettlewell, where, in 1841, there were forty adult
leadminers, and its neighbourhood the parish made up the weekly earnings
of a family to one shilling and sixpence for an adult and one shilling
and threepence for children, while twenty pounds a year was also
expended as rents.(7) In Reeth, too, allowances were made to able-bodied
men from the poor rates. As in Grassington, the increase in poor rates
was attributed to the depressed wages of the mining community.(8) The
following examples are of outdoor relief granted to able-=bodied men by
the Select Vestry of liuker:

5/5/1825 ‘"liichael Hutchinson to have a peck of meal per week
until his earniangs improve."

18/8/1830 Jam Jack to have L4s per week until an improvement in
their carnings.' (9)

It was common practice in Swaledale to grant relief as a loan:

e frequently grant an allowance to the miners and receive their
earnings.' (10)

(k)  Ibid p.766

(5) Population of Knareshorough tp 1831 5,296 )
Population of Secriven with Tentergate tp 1631 1,598 )
Population of Dacre cum Bewerley tp 1831 1,310

(6) PP 183k (4h) XxV1ll p.76k
(7)  Ibid p.761
(8) PP 183k (&) XWIL p. 60lc Q 36

(9)  A.Raistrick and B.Jennings, A HISTORY OF LEAD MTWING IN THE PEUNINES
(1965) p.299 S -

(10) PP 183k (bh) Xixd p.601  q 24

6,894




Nno -

Paupers were occasionally given large suns of money, twelve shillings,
fifteen shillings, cven twenty five shillings, and the parish officers
recovered the amount from the subsequent earnings of the whole family.

The samnce system existed at Yycliffe, near Barnard Castle,
"It is not uncommon to grant relief to miners, whose earnings are
precarious, and the payment of wvhose wages is sometimes distant
gnd uncertain ..." (1l)

but I have found no nmention of relief given by way of a loan elsewhere

in the North Yorkshire leadmining districts.

The reaction of the parochial authorities to inpreased pressure on
the poor rates took two forms - a more critical examihation of the
paupéﬁs“ circumstances and needs and efforts to find a more vermanent
solutign to the problem of pau@erisms In eeth township allowances were
not systematized - the amogﬁt depended more upon the general circumstances
of the applicant than family sizéo(la) In 1831 the Select Vestry of
Huker decided to visit paupers' houses and remove and atction all excess!
goods and furniture; (13) the indignation and bitterness caused by this
ieasure has been preserved in a popular verse.(l4)  Seven years later, in
an attempt to equate the émouht of relief with the requiréments of the
pauper, every uember of the Vestry was asked to declare fclearly and
candidly the state and condition of his neighbour, if a Pauper ..."(15)

In thégearly 1830's paupers were given parich ausxatanco to leave the
tovnship of Muker in order to find work elsewhere and it is probable that
this attempt at a permanent solution %o pauperism ves reveated elsevhere,

"soofor the last few years we have been in the hayit of removing

families to different situations, as factories,; coalmines etc
(since the failure of the l@annaes vith us) which families we

are glad to state im gen . have dene well. bo that in consequcnce
it makes our voor at home more limited o..."(16)

(A1) pp 1834 (44) NiLil1l  p.60kd Q 41
(12) PR 183k (44) xgx_ 09601 Q a4
(13)  E.Cooper, uUth (1)48) po9bk

() - gee A}}_ﬁ'{}@l’l(‘?_.‘(il Cdeble L

(13)  BoCooper, 0p CIN! .95

(16) M2 reeth 14587/183h
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The policy COntingcd to be pursued in 1836, vhen the Select Vestry

resolved that "the overseers inspéct‘the situation of the Paupers and
see how many children there are who afe receiving Assistance and report
thereon thid day fortnight, in ordor that the same above 9 years of age

may have situations procured from them in the Factories.'" (17)

The order prohibiting outdoor relief tp able<=bodied persons was not
introduced into Reeth and Leyburn unions till 1841, though Leyburn and
Richmond Boards of Guardians passed bye=laws prohibiting outdoor relief
to able-bedied men; for example, in 1337 Leyburn Board resolved that

"no outdeor relief to able-bodied men having less than six children

i? in private employment but offer of workhouse = .opinian of

meeting that able=bodied men can maintain five children on wages
wvhich on the average of the year he can earn." (13)

In Skipton and ?ateley Bridge unions there were no orders regulating the;
adminiStration of relief until the Regulation Order of 1352, Aysgarth was
not unionised till 1869, though SOveral‘townships formed paft‘of the
Bainbridge Gilbert Incorporation. Thus, in Reeth and Leyburn unions to
1841, Aysgarth‘to 1869 and in Skipton and Pateley Bridge to 1652 it was
theoretically possible for relief to leadminers to continue as before.
However, there is no méntion in the poor law records of any of these
unions, with the exception of Reeth uanion and one entry relating to
Skipton union of applications from or relief to lcadminers, nor of

poverty and distress amongst the miners.(19)

In Pateley Bridge union fifteen cases of outdoor relief to able-bodied
men were referred to the central authority between 1852 and 1902. In the

1850's threc of the four cases were able-bodied weavers; the occupation

(17) E°C°°Pe?,;12£g§lTL P92
(18) MH12 Leyburn 23/3/1837
(19) MA12 Skiptom 19/7/1853%
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of the fourth vas omitted. Ten cases occured betwecen 1879 and 18387,
mostly on account of the stoppage of work as a result of severe weather,
but the minutes do not specify the usual occupations of the able-bodied
paupers. (20) No cases were reported to the central authority for
sanction, by the Leyburn Board between 1841 and 1859, There were no
requests from Aysgarth union for the sanction of relief given contrary to
the Prohibitory Order in the three years after the introduction of the
ordér° Sixteen cases of outdoor relief to able-bodied male paupers uere
subsequently referred to the Poor Law Board for sanction. The minutes
specify the occupation of only one pauper - a discharged quarryman unable
to obtain work - the remainder are described as able-bodied pauvers or

able-bhodied men.(21)

It is impossible for us to know whether the absence of any mention of
leadminers in these records is because they did not apply for relief, or
they were relieved under one of the exceptions listed in Article One of
the Prohibitory Order, or, béing confined to just a few townships they
formed only a small proportion of the total nwaber of able=bodied paupers
in the union and were not of large enough numbers to warrant special
mention in the records. lievertheless, it is possible to conclude that
the lecadminers in the unions of Pateley Bridge, Skipton, Leyburan and
Aysgarth, faced as they were with declining production and falling prices
in the second half of the century and uncertain and irrecgular wages, did

not pose any particular problems for the poor law authorities.

The situation of the lcadniners seems, howvever, to have becea more

serious in Swalcdale, where there was conflict between the relief of

(20) 112 Pateley Dridge 31/1/1855 14/3/1853 12/8/1857
Pateley Bridge union Buw 29,/9/1669 22/2/1879 10/1/1880
5/3/1881 30/1/1836 12/2/1887
(21)  Aysgarth union BGH  23/2/1880 24/1/1381 5/2/1883 18/1/1886
' 1/2/1666  15/2/1886  1/3/1886 3/9/1894
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niners as adminiétcicd by the Reeth Doard of Guardians and the rules
imposed by the Heuw Poor Law and enforced by the central poor lav
authority. Ia 1837 Arkengarthdale, Reeth, Grinton, Marrick and zllerton
Abbey were included in the newly formed Richmond union. The Doard
passed bye-laws, prohibiting outdoor relief to several classes of pauper -
"Resolved that_no outdoor relief be given to able-bodied men till
that Deriod (Vbetween this time and the end of October next...')
but the workhouse be offered to such applicants and their
families.” (22)
However, the Board was obliged to grant outdoor relief in many cases

because of the insufficiency of workhouse accommodation. For example:

22/k/37 Able-bodied man and wife, 9 children under 16 years.
eekly relief reduced from 7/- to 4/64d.

135/5/37 Able~bodied man, wife and three children, residing in
Darlington. Throwa out of employment on account of the
failure of the laster. Allowed 3/- a veek for a month.

30/10/37 Able-bodied man, wifé and 3 childrgnq-tﬁo of whom were
illegitinate. 'not beingz able to get work'! - 2 childreén
ordered to workhouse and 1 stone of meal allowed. (23)
Nevertheless, the mining townships of Upper Swaledalerrésenﬁed the
limitations on the administration of relief; imposed by a predominantly
agricultural Board of Guardians and memorialised the Poor Law Commission
for seyaration frowm Richmond union on the grounds that the popﬁlation of
Harrick, Reeth, Grinton and Arkendale 'is principaliy'composed of persons
vorking, of‘gﬁherwise dependent on leadmines...'' fo.o.the majority of
Guardians ard~necessarily perfectly ignérant of the nature and extent of
the parochial assistance necessary to be allowed.' (24) Another cause
of discontent may have been a financial one. The five western townships
coatributed more than a third of the establishment charges, which uwere

based uvon the average of three years poor relief expenditure prior to

the formation of the union, In 1639 an enquiry into union expenditure

(22)  Richnmond union KGH 25/5/1837
(23)  Richmond union DG

(24) liE12 Reeth '30/5/1839 lemorials of larrick and Arkengarthdale.
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revealed that "the [iive) parishes ... have considerably decreascd
their expenditure ... the greatest saving has been effected in these
five parishes." (25) The Poor Law Commission accepted these arguments
and agreed to the formation of a separate Reeth union in 1840, with the
result that the problems of poverty among the leadminers came to be

uniquely counceantrated in this union,

In 1841 many of the paupers in Reeth union were "individuals vho
although able-bodied and no part of their families labouring under
bodily or mental infirmity are yet unable without Parochial assistance
to maintain themselves and their families.''(26) Undoubtedly they werc
leadminers. In 1837 Assistant Commissioner Revans had noted,

"The condition of these people varies greatly from time to time.
Their earninfs on some occasions being very considerable and at
others scarcely worth having. They at times press heavily upon
the Rates." (27)

The Poor Law Commission; however, refused to agree to the guardians®
request for greater discretion in the treatment of able=bodied paupers,

merely expressing its willingness to consider all cases reported under

Brticle IV of the Prohibitory Order. (28)

Between 1041 and 1847 only eight cases were reported to the Poor
Law Commission for sanction, all of which occurred in 1041 and 1842,
Three cases involved relicf to women. (29) The Board of Guardians
requested the sanction of relief to two pauper families, removed from the
manufacturing districts to enable them to buy furaiture and other

necessaries and paintain themselves while they sought work. (30)

(25) Richmond union BGM 9/11/1839

(26) 1iH12 Reeth 19/9/1841

(27) 112 Richmond 23/1/1837

(28)  MHA2 Reeth 19/9/1841

(29)  Recth union BGH 10/9/1341  1/lo/1841  15/7/1842
(30)  Reeth union BGII 19/11/1841
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The other three men had been in the workhouse 'for some time past in
consequence of their being out of vork", having obtained employment
they applied to the Board for loans to enable them to move to their
work. (31) There vas no further correspondence on the subject of the
Prohibitory Order until 1847, vhen Apsistant Commissioner Fauley
discovered that the Board was giving relief to able-bodied men in
contravention of the Order,

"The guardians have for some time past been allowing relief by
way of loan to several leadminers who have been thrown out of
work by local circumstances connected with the mines..."(32)

Thus the Board had either continued or revived the system of granting
lqans to miners9 which was prevalent before 1834 but expressly

prohibited in the Order of 13841,

The extent of relief-by-vay-of-loahs is not knovm. Several loans

vere given in the period before the introduction of the Prohibitory

Order (33) but only one is mentioned in the minute books between October

1841 and 1847

"a pauper of Frinton, having a large family and his earnings being

very small, applied for a loan of £1.10.0 vhich vas allowed."(34)
The Auditor repliecd to the Poor Law Commission in 1847:

"oool do not remember any items for relief by way of loan coming
uader my notice.’ (35)

In October, 1847, the clerk informed the Poor Law Boards:

‘The leadmines in the District of Reeth Union have latterly been
very unproductive great distress has consequently arisen amongst
great numbers of the able=bodied men working thereino...''(36)

(31) 1Ihid 7/10/18642
(32) 1H12 Reeth 25/6/1847
(33) Reeth union DGM 29/5/1840 5/- loan 8/5/1849  £1.18s

12/6/1840 & 26/3/1841 a3
19/6/1640 &2 28/5/1841 3

11/67/16k1 £1.5s
(3k) 1bia 9/1/18k6
(35)  MH12 Reeth 10/7/16k47
(36)  Reeth union BGﬁ 9/7/1347
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In this situation the.miners enplied to the union for assistance and
the guardians uere'ﬁilling to give relief. The Board of Guardians
regarded loans as the most suitable form of poor relief in the
circumstances pecuiiar to a mining district. In the first place, relief
was essential = the miners were experiencing great povery, '" in many
instances amounting to starvation.® (37) Horeover their destitution
was a result, not of idleness, for the 'men are generally willing to
work"(38) and are an “industrious” and ‘icareful class of people® to
whom "anything more than ‘'bread’ alone was far beyond their expectation.?
(39) Secondly, the fortunes of the miners fluctuated considerably
according to the productivencss of the trial bargains and distress,
therefore, was often temporary and not symptonatic of a vermanently
decliniag industry. The guardians were usually assured of the repayment
of the loans:

"Upon the years labor however and then and also in the case where

loans have been made pending the months or by monthly payments

the men repay thc money advanced and in all cases on receiving

the loans. give auvthorities to their Hasters to retain and pay the

amount to the Relieving Officer of the union." (40)
Thirdly, the Board argued that any other system of relief would work
against the interests of both the miners and the ratepayers, who were
themselveg,; poor,; being mostly miners and "but very slightly better off
than the poupers...®(4l) If the money vas given as a gift, reported to
the Poor Law Board within fifteen days, the townships would be subject to
"great and unnccessary expenset; (42) while aduittance of paupers and

their families in the workhouse would increase the poor rates...' to an

(37)  Ibid

(38)  1Ibid

(39) liK12 Reeth 6/11/1852

(40) Reeth union BGL 9/7/1847
(41)  HH12 Reeth 6/11/1852

(42)  Reeth union 0GIi  9/7/1047




alarming extent and be ruinous -as well to the townships to which they
respectively belong as to the paupers themselves who wogld thereby in

all probability 5& beiﬁg obliéed to leave their working, lose any

benefit they might derive from their long labor." (43)  Yhe Poor Law
Board, howévér, insisted that the Roard of Guardians relieve the miners

in the workpbuse since such cases did not constitute "urgent necessity'™
and any departure from the Prohibitory Order such as loans, would encourage
the perpetuation of a faulty system of employing and paying the minorso(44)
The Commissioners had previously“shown a determination to prohibit loans
to the leadminers, They refused to sanction a request from Thirsk union
for further -outdoor relief to a miner at Reeth because

“ihis relief is illegal ... the pauper ought to,gét an advance
from his employer instead of throuing himself on the rates."(45)

For several months Reeth Board of Guardians ignored a demand from the
Poor Law Board fbr a list of the cases of leadminers, receiving loans,
for their approval. In December 18479 the clerk eventually forwarded a
list of loans advanced mostly in June 1847, to eleven able=bodied persons
"all, or the ﬁery much greater majority of them, miners ..."(46)  The
Coupissioners refuscd to sanction the relief as it had not becn'répCrted
within fifteen days. 1In October 1848, the clerk reported that the
guardians refused to administer poor relief for fear of further surcharge
following the Poor Law Board's earlier refusal to sanction the relief
given to able=bodied paupers. (47) The Poor Law Board replied that it
vas legally binding on the guardians to administer relief and the guardians

appear to have returned to their duties.(48

(43)  1MHY2 Reeth 10/12/1847
(44)  TIbia 14633 B/18LT
(45)  MHI2 Thirsk 30/3/1837
(46)  HMH12 Reeth 10/12/1.647
(47)  Ibida 9/10/1848

(48)  Arkengarthdale Vestry Hinutes 26/4/1649 Resolved that the surveyors
pay &5.15. TOu to the Guardians of Reeth Union, being the sum "...
expended oy their orders in outdoor relief but not allowed by the
Auditor of the'Union,®
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From 1847 to the end of the century only eirht cases of relief to
able=bodied persons wvere reported to the Poor Law Commissioners for
sanction. Three of these vere women with illegitimate children. (49)

In 1848 two able-bodied but non-resident spinners were relieved on
account of unemployment and insufficient wages.(50) In the same year an
able-bodied pauper, removed from Salford, was given relief to enable hinm
to seek work. (51) There was only one definite case of departure from
the Prohibitory Order on account of a leadminer. In 1848 an able-bodied
leadminer from Arkengarthdale, with a wife and six children, had beén
employed on a trial bargain which proved a failure. The Board refused
his application for outdoor relief and offered the workhouse instead,
which the applicant declined. A week later, "in an actual state of
destitution and starvatiqn“ the Board gave him twelve shillings for one
weelte The Poor Law Board sanctioned the relief already given but forbade
"further relaxation of thée Prohibitory Order on his account."(52) Over
thirty years later, ten shillings a week outdoor relief was allowed an
able=bodied man, his wife and four young children "in consequence of the
severe devnression of the times and the absence of any employment.® Since
thercference is undoubtedly to the depression in the lead industry it is
probable that the man was a lecadminer. In spite of "the present cvil
times' theclerk told the Local Governnent 3Board, "I do not think the
Reeth union will have many cases lilie this oase.” (53) It is improbable
that the guardians blatantly contravened the Prohibitory Order after 1847,
In 1849 Poor Law Inspector Hurst reported that there was no illegal

practice or departure from the Comnissioners' Regulations in Reeth union.(54)

(49)  HH12 Reeth 9/1/1849 1/9/1849
Reeth union BGH 12/6/1085

(50) FKH12 Reeth 18/2/1848  15/8/1848
(51) Ibid 10/4:/1848
(52) Ibia  3/1/1648
(53) Ivid 27/1/18Y9

(54) Ibid 15/6/1849




The Assistant Commissioners seenl to hawe been more vigilant of the

Boardis administration and it nas less likely, therefore, that relief
would S o

by vay of a loaL pass unnoticed., In 1053 Inspector Hurst

investigated the glhardians' order of outdoor relief to an able-bodied

pauper, suspcecting it to have been given illegally - the auditor, however,

cxplained that the pauper vwas rclieved under Zxception 2, article 1.(55)

The minute books contain only one entry that suggests concern about
the rate of pauperism in the union after 1847. In the late 1860's there
vas an increase in outdoor relief expenditure, vhich rose from 2929 in
1863 to 51,155 in 1869, after which date it fell.(56) The cause of
the increase.is not known and there is nothing to suggestffhat it was
conneéted with a depression in leadmining. Inspectorjﬁéal,ey9 commeniing
on the increase inm exvenditure in the decade 1860-70, advised the
puardians of the need to offer the vorkhouse instead of outdoor relief.(57)
In 1868 the Board of Guardians examined the parochial lists of paupers
"with a view of ascertaining the number of paupers whose parents had been
miners compared with those who had folloved other occupations,” (58) it
is not known if the enquiry was in respomnse to increased outdoor relief

nor the reason for the enquiry.

Although after 1847 the poor law authorities were not ‘*troubled?
with pauperism amongst able-bodied miners, there were other probleuns
associated with leadmining for the poor law adminictration. ‘lidncrs’

asthma caused the health of many miners to fail at thirty or forty years

0

ol age. Very fou miners were able to vork in the nines after the age

of £ifty.(59) Unable to work and in the absence of other employment,

(55) Ibid 30/3/1855 28/L/1855

(56) See Appondix i tables 2 and 3

(57) Reeth union Gl 4/10/1872

(55) Ibid ZO/J 1/ _Luou

(59)  PrL8GA (3359) ..V @ 17121, Q 17246
iighe faky elellﬂd-Clsedueu throurhout the whole district are bronchial
infections ﬁnd rqcumﬁtf;moooJ Jdoll.Harland to Assistant Poor Lais
bomnwsp1onehi“a153an in- E.Cooper, HYSWORY OF %Unbbﬁuﬁu (1973) p.78

-
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miners frequently became outdoor paupers. iobert Lowesg agent for the
West Swaledalc mine, replied to the question "How do the miners support
themselves after they have been obliged to leave off work?" - "They get
parochial reliei.¥
"Do they not take to other employment?¥ - "Sometimes; they will get
day work now and then where they can,'
Whhey. get outdoor relief, so much a week?'" - "Yes.!" (60)
As there were no sick clubs belonging to the mining companies, sick and
disabled miners applied to the guardians for medical assistance and poor
relief,
",.. the population of Melbecks are engaged nearly entirely in
leadmining and its paupers consist of persons rendered destitute
by the dansers institute to their calling." (61)
Poor Law ddmmisSioner tJalsham, in a report on the state of the dwellings
of the labourinn classes, drew attention to the early age at deathsz of
leadminers vho, in many cases, left destitute families, dependent on

poor relief., (62)

The decline of leadmining in North Yorkshire presented no
insuverable problens for the New Poor Law. Uith the excention of Reeth
union in the first half of the nineteenth century there was no pressure
on the poor law from destitute leédminerso In contrast with the
depression in the lead market in the late 1820°'s and early 1830's, vhen
minces resorted to poor relief, there is no evidence that a similar

recourse characterised the second major depression half a century later.

(60) Ibid Qs 17734 17785 17786
(61)  kKeeth union BGI 2/4/189Y

(62) [MH32 Uelonam 79  10/1/184L2
No. of mineérs who died in previous 7 years and their average age:

Harriclk 15 47 3/5th years
Arkendale 70 L5 19/35 0
Huker 39 L5 29/39 u
Grinton, -Reeth,

lielbecks &0 50 39/40 dl

B.Cooper, HISLOLY OF 5ialuwialid (1973) 1p.92. gives the average
age at death of lcacdniners -and smelters as 45,67 years,
comvaredt with 00,7Y years of other occupations.
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Of course, the New Poor lLaw did not prohibit outdoor relief to able-
bodied men entirely - for Skipton and Patecley Dridge unions administered
according to the Kegulation Ofder (though not on account of any
difficulties involveéd in the prohibition of outdoor relief to leadminers)
and the exception clauses of the Prohibitory Order were capable of wide
interpretation. However, the half yearly wvorkhouse reports of the
Assistant Commissioners make no note of any incrcase in the number of
able-bodied male inmates nor is there any evidence in the records of
applications for poor relief from distressed leadminers., In the first
few years after the introduction of the Prohibitory Order to Reeth uqion
. thé_gpardians contiaued outdoor relief in aid of wégés,‘thqngh they
ordered the workhouse for men whollj out of work .and-gave fiﬁancialf
assistance to enable migration in search of work. Local fears, in the
laﬁe‘1840's, tngt-relief édministrationgfin-strict accord%ncevwith the"
Frohibitory Order, would cause gréaﬁ hgrdship to both ratepayers aﬁd
leadminers in Reeth union were unfounded, Following the prqhibitién‘
of loans, no dissatisfaction vas yoice@ by guardians or pauperéjfthere
vere very few applications for outdoor felief under Article IV of the
Prohibitory Order and uweckly expenditure on outdoor relief steadiiy 
declined in the seCond half of the century, corresgpnding'with>the

decrease in the population of the union. (63)

(63)  See Appendix ' table k




2.  handloom Linen Jeavers.

The Poor Law'Commigéioﬁg 1632-L had found much to object to in the
persistent outdoor relief to the able-bodied in the linen weaving
districts of North Yorkshire, liost common of the 'abuses' was the
allowance systvem, the subsidisation of weavers' wages, which would
otherwise have been insufficient to live on. At Bishopside wapges were
made up to 1/9d per head for each nenber of the family.(64) In
Northallerton allowances, on a scale of 2/6d4 for adults and 1/6d for
children under the age of ten, were Poccasionally given where the
families are large and the Fathers' cannot earn sufficient for their
support. (£5) Instructions to the overseers that they Thave a
discretionary. power to alter and reduce weekly pensions according to
the earaings and circunstances of the different paupers® indicate that
the Select Vestry of'Brompton was compelled to supplemenﬁ inadequate
wages out of the poor rates.(66) As at Northallerton, an effort was
made to restrict relief to families with a large number of children.

16/12/26  "Resolved that Christopher Bell making application

for his rent. That he shall provide for himself

his family beins small o..' (67)
Knaresborough was concenned as one of tie four places in the Uest
Ridinz to "afford instances of the operation and malcefficiency of the
allowance system, (68) There were two types of paupers - pensioners,
W0 receivedba regular veekly suﬁ and compriéed mainly the Yaged,; or
infirn or youns children?’, of vhom there were seventy nine in September

1634, and casual pawners, who received temporary or occasional relief.

(64)  PPA83l (hh) iVlil p.732
(65)  PrAOZ4 (bh) L0V p.260h Q.30
(66) Brompton Vi 2L /5/1820
(6%) Ibid 16/12/1826

(63)  PP1834 (4h) XaV1LL 7.726
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Knaresborough touznship cotimated the averase aanual number of able=bodied
nen, receiving occasional relief ia the eérly 1830's to be about one
hundred and fifty.(69) The paupers were "chiefly weavers of linen,
and flex dressers.™(70) Allowances were granted to unemployed men:-

"if they are wholly out of work, the rule is to allow a man and

his wife six shillings a week, and nine pence for each child; a

single man threce shillings & week; this rate is allowed because

the magistrates allow ity but in faet, in nany cases it amounts

to more than a man, when trade is flourishing, could earn.”

"Immediately that a man is out of work, now, he comes for relief."(71)
Hovever, relief was also given to men who wvere only partially employecd or
whose wages were 80 low that the “family can not subsist on the produce

of their labours'(72)

Moo if a man has partial work, they give him 1/6d or 2/- a week,
or as little as they can satisfy him with ... (73)

?atelgy Bfidge amd‘Knaresborou@h vere also places cited by Assistant
.Qcmmissipner Tyeedy as examples of the Yextraordinary scole of practice
of rent paying.” = 3200 pa in Pateley Bridge, 3260 - 270 in Knaresborough
(340 of vhich was paid to paupers living outside Knaresborough), £70 in
Scriven (of wvhich £20 vas paid to paupers 1iving in the adjacent

townghip of Knaresborough). (74) Relief by way of rent payment
prevailed in Brompton:

9/5/1823  lLiesolved that "the sum of 7/6d be allowed to Robert
Snith weaver towards his rent.™ (75)

Relief wvas sometimos given in kind, for example equipment to emable a
pauper to take up employment. Although the following is an example of a

refusal to agsist a pauper in this way, it does nevertheless suggest

(69) narcsborough 923/1834
r (BA) XEAVY p.263h Q.33
(70) P85k (hh) AWILL p.733

(71)  Ibid

(72)  Pr.LBEh (L) : 2658 Q.LO
(73) i) ii 9.779

(7)) pe.ao3k (b)) ;

EXEP

(75)  Bromwton 8Vd 9/5/1823  Also 2/12/1826  24/2/1827
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that such relief was granted on other occasions:

6/4/1822  Tapreed ... that no other Loom be purchased for
Thomas lixon."

In contrast with the llew Poor Law, which aimed to restrict all able-
bodied relief to the workhouse} the parochial authorities reserved the
wvorkhouse for the non able<=bodied poor, preferring instead to put
paupers to work.
22/7/1820 Overseers are ‘lauthorised to alter and reduce the

other weekly pensions, according to the cecarnings of

the paupers, and that no idle or disorderly person

be alloved to take refuge in the workhouse."
Brompton sent its paupers to work for private employers, usually farmers;
the wages received from the employer were made up from the poor rateso(76)
In Knaresborough it was resolved that a field belonging to the town ﬁbe
taken into the hands of the Parish Officers in order to give employment
for such paupers as are destitute of work." (77) In 1829 Xnaresborough
and Pateiéy Bridge reacted tq increased pauperism amongst able-bodied.
noor by éroviding emnloyment., Pauners in Pateley Bridge cultivated land
taken from the moors, (78) while Knaresborough Select Vestry resolved
"That the unemployed poor shall be employed on the highways, in
reducing the hills in the neighbourhood of Xnaresborough and such other
improvements..."(79) However,; vhen confronted with increasing nressure
on the poor rates during a depression in the linen industry the tounship
authorities, even before 1032, took special measures to reduce pauperism
in both the short and long term, All aspects of the administration of

relief were scrutinisecd and made more efrficient, thus reducing the

opportunity for abuss. In 101J enquiries vere made into expenses

(76) Ibié  28/10/1820
(77)  Knaresborough SVii  14/12/1819
(78)  B.Jonnings (ed) A HISYORY OF MYIDDBRDALE (1967) p.367

(79)  Xnaresborough &Vil 26/10/1829




incurred by Knareéborough vorkhouse and in 1832 the Select Vestry
ordered monthly statements of workhouse expenditure. (80) The Vestry
ordered all.bastardy payments to be investigated and settled. (51)
Overgeers were instructed %o ensure that only the minimum amount of
relief necessary vas given, for éxample9 the "overseers are empowered
to add or diminish the weelily pensions as they may judge most conducive
for the safety of the industrious poor, and to the suppression of
idleness and extravagence." (82). In Xnaresborough the discretion of
the overseers in granting relief was curtailed:

Regolved '"that no Pencioners be allowed any discretional relief,
except in cases of application.” (83)
_Hesolved "that all casual relief in Ffuture be pald by hrafrost at
the vorkhouse and not by the overseers as heretofore.' (84)
Efforts were made to reduce and even stop reant pay@ents =

“in order to alleviate the great burden on the township (of
Knaresboroug} by the amount of rents annually paid a comnittee...
{shall) fix upon an: eligible piece of ground for the ercétion of

(R

cottage houses...' (85)

In 1322 and again in 1833 Lnaresborough Vestry resolved to céase rent
payments. Rather than pay rents the Vestry was prepared to remove
paupers to their place of settlement.

19/5/1823., Regolved "o remove Charles Uood and family to Armley
near Leeds,; if lir.Fothergill caters up the d1streso
for rent tomorrow."

liore stringent invost;gatlons of the paupers'® circumstances vere made to

combat rising poor relief expenditure., Two Brompton men were refused

poor relief until their daughters went out to work:

(80) Ibid 27/k /181
(81) 1Ibia  28/8/182
(82) Brompton SVil 20/12/1822
(83) Knaresborough SVii 7/12/1818
(8%4)  Knaresborough 8Vii 156/3/1821
(85) Ibid 22/2/1819

8 L/5/1832
1
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26/6/1821 uTt 48 apreed that Béward learson and George Pearson
are. not Ob]OCbS of the publwc charity, and the oversecrs
are ordered to forvear giving them relief until they put
forth their dauszhters as servants with some farmer or
other master ...'(86)

Unnecessary furniture belonging to paupers was sold:
21/11/1823 Tt is further resolved that Barthw Shettings house
furnituvre be sold by auction, except a bed ... and

other necessaries as will be sufficient to furnish a
room for his own use o.." (87)

In 1833 expenditure on occasional xﬁgjgglief in Knaresborough township
declined significantly.(88) The Vestry accounted for this "By making

a successful stand against profligate pauperism ...'" but the Vestry
minutes do not state exactly vhat measurcs vere taken., (89) The
township authorities gave financial assistance to paupers to enable then

to move elseuhere, presumably to obtain works

Ty is xurcaer agrcem that the sum of 125 be allowed to .iary Hartin
to take her and her- sdnlly to Darnsley ooo' (90)

Brompton townshlp w1shed to prcvent future pauperism by deterring young
people from working at the handlooms

13/12/1824  Resolved 'that no journeyman veaver be allowed to take
any apprentice and that every lawful means by used to
prevent, the saue.” (91)

In snite of the increasing emphasis on ‘economy' in the townships
before 1834 the framers of the New Poor Law aimed to remove the diverse
practices of noor relief administration under the 0ld Poor Law and
implement a rigid policy of restricting all able-bodied relief to the

workhouse, thus prohibiting the allowance system, which had been the

(86)  Broupton SV 28/6/1821
(87) Ivia 21/11/1823
(86) See Appendixz J Table 1

(89)  MH12 Knaresborough 1034 According to B.Jennings (ed) A HISTORY OF
HARROGAWE AND KNAR 45502CUGH (1970) p.279, trade started to 1mprove

in luj}, thca would have accounted for the reduced number of
annlications ;or poor relief.'t

{90)  Knarcsborough SVQl 2/2/1822
(91)  Bromnton SViI 13/12/252%
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principal form of reiief:fo handloon weavers in the past. Yet the passing
of the 1834 Act brought no imuediate alteration in the administration of
able-bodied relief, Iﬁitial requirements, such as the formation of
unions and the building of adequately classified workhouses, delayed the
implementation of the prohibition of outdoor relief in linen weaving
districts. The unionisation of Knaresborough was delayed until 1854 by
the presence of a Gilbert Incorporation in the area, whilst the Prohibitory
Order was not issued until 1858, upon the completion of a new workhouse.
Stokesley and Northallerton unions, though formed in 1337, did not
receive any orders regulating outdoor relief until their workhouse
accommodation was improved. Stokesley received the Prohibitory Order in
1852, Nprfhallerton and Pateley Bridge withstood constant' pressure from
the ceantral poor law authority to improve their workhouses until 1858

and 1863 fespectivelj; The Poor Law Board issued the Regulation Order to
Pateley Bridge and HOrthallerton in 1852, wvhich replaced the outdoor
Labour Test Order, issued to HNorthallerton in 1847, and was the first
order issued to Pateley Bridge, vhere it remained in force throughout the
nineteenth century. Northallerton received the Prohbitory Order in 1862,
Thus, in Knaresborough until 1858 and Stokesley, Northallerton and
Pateley bridge to 1852, it was possible for outdoor relief to be given

to the able-bodied in much the same way as before 1834, Lven in
Northalléiton union, frem 1052 to 1862, and Pateley Bridge union the
restrictions on outdoor relief to able=bodied men were less stringent

than in unions operating under the Prohibitory Order.

Veavers in the unions of Stokesley, Northallerton and Pateley Bridge
resorted to poor relief during the depression 02 the linen trade in the
early 1840's, Host of the relief was in the form of outdoor relief,

In Decembexr 1837 thé guardians of Stokosley union were compelled to relaxn

their byelaw,; prohibitingz outdoor relief to able=bodied men and allow



outdoor voliel in kind fto wmer of good chorvocter, with a large family,

on account of incufiiciecnt workhouse accommodation.(92) Poor workhouse

accommodation in Forthullerton invalidated a similar byelaw - ‘'no relied

to an sble=bodiocd mcu being in private employment out of the workhouse

having a femily of less than six children, under ten years of age. 1 (93)

Betwcen April 1848 and April 1859 only fifteen able=bodied men were

adinitted into the workhouse on account of being Yout of Work',.(94h) The

Guardians

E

advice to
bodied to

Assistant

of Pateley Bridpge union did not heed the Poor Lav Commissioners'
relieve the aged out of doors and send the improvident able-

the workhouse, 'a mere cottage on the top of a moor."(95)

Comnissioner Clements complained:

_wholé

"The ,systcu of relief in this union is as bad as pocsible =7
anad “mll the vices of the old system prevail here."(95)

InfiShZ nany applications f{or poor relief were received from wveavers in
the tdwnship~of atton Qudby in Stokesley umion. The overséérs and
churcéuardens wrote to the Poor Law Comnission, requesting permission to
replace a deceased guardian, 1t being "impossible to do without one without
doing a great injury to the parish ...” "in consequence of the depression
in trade ours being chiefly veavers with a population oi about one
thousand."(97)

The evidence of Jo.Reynard, a weaver from Hidderdale,

continuziion of the allovance system in Pateley Bridge
unkon -

frequently in slack times they (the weavers) must apply to the parish.’

(98)

The poor reliel aduinistration did not alvays give relief gratuitously but

cxacted work. In the early 10 G40's unemployed men in Bishopside were

(92) 712 Stokesley 31/3/183%7 23/12/18%7

(93) Horthallerton union BWil 22/3%/1837

(9%)  HNerthallerton poor lav union workhouse Admission and Discharge
Books 1848 - 1867

(95) w2 ratoley Boidge 17/12/1842 3/2/1643%

(96)  Thid 23/12/1642 51/3/18#5

(97) wHI2 & Keslp 15/6/1842

o
(98)  pp.l8hko  (ky - 1) _ 1l p.h88

o
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put to work, enclosing and digging up waste land, for vhich they
received a shilling a day.(99) The Qﬁardians of Northallerton union
gave, as one reason for not buildiﬁg a. nev workhouse, the '"prevailing
depression of trade and agriculture%¥(l00) However, the pressure on
the poor rates fgom distressed weavers appears to have been a problen
in only one tounship of the union = Appleton tiske. All the five cases
of relief to individuals in quthallerton union, reported to the Poor
Law Commission, vwere to linen weaveérs residing in Appleton Wiske. 1In
the first case, that of a des%itute weaver .with.a wife and one chilqg
the overseers wvere prepared and able to fiad him work and set him up in
his trade, svending £2.12.3d from the poor rates on furniture, a Léqﬁ
and vork tools.(10l) The toﬁnshiﬁlappeé£s té have become less tolerant
of relief to handlodmzweavefss Th?ee sﬁbsequent pauper-yeavers were
described as "very troublesome and insolent to the overssers of Appleton
Wiske." (102) | |

“the pauﬁer had been very troublesore to the overssers of
Appleton Yiske.'(103)

"very troublesomeand idle."(104)

The tounship discouraged cliildren from fellowing their fathers intd -
handloom veaving. The 0verseé§s had placed twp daugaters of a péupera
weaver in service, but the c¢lidr had been removed by the father "to weave
linen of which the inhabitants of Appleton Uiske greatly disapprove.'(105)
In another case the overseors placed the son of a lame outdoor pauper on

a farm. The fathor brought the boy houme to leara to weave linen, 'which

(99) Northallerton union DG  2/11/1842

(100) B.Jennings (ed) A HISO0RY OF NIDDERDALE (1967) p.370
(101) MO12 Northallerton 10/5/1841

(102) Ibid  30/6/1845

(103) Ibia 26/3/1849

(104)  Tbid  11/L/18L4

(105)  1Ivid  30/6/1645
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neither the guardians nor the inhabitants of Appleton tiske approved

of particularly céo“ The fatherfis relief was consequently stopped =

the ‘‘guardians ... being of oﬁinion that by continuing the father's
allowance of outdoér relief, they wvere enabling him to defeat their
better judgement as to the bringing up of the son ..."(106) ‘fhus, in
contrast with their willingness to find a pauper work as a weaver in
18L1, three years later the overseers were trying to discourage the
same., The change in attitude was perhaps a result of an increase in the
number of applications and rising expenditure, as the depression in the
linen industry deepened, influenced by the Poor Law Commission's
disaporoval of relief of this kind to handloom weavers. Assictant
Commissioner Walshan advised the Poor Law Commission that handloon
veaving vas '"the most pauperiﬁing and profitless business to which a
wvorking man can resort ...'! and ‘ithat most miserable and unprofitable of
trades ..."(107) The Poor Lav Commission duly replied to the
Horthallerton Board of Guardians that they were "unable to concur in an
expenditure for the purpose of furnishing an able=bodied pauper with the
means of employins himself as a Handloom Veavery" and that he should be
employed at "stone breaking by piece work.? (103) The Poor Lav
Comnission refused to sanction the coantinuation of six shillings a week
relief to a nonresident linen weaver by Scarborough union on the grouands
that the man "would be able to remain where the supply of labour is
already beyond the demand, and that the noney paid to (himl... from
Scarborough,; will cnable [(him) ... to compote, for ecmployment, on terms,

which are wvholly to the disadvantage of those who may not be similarly

(106)  1Ibid 20/1/1G4L%
(107) Tohid 10/5/106k1
(108) 4 MH12 Horthallerton 10/5/13841



allowed outdoor relief in aid of vages in the place 1n which they are
resident and legally settled.” (109)  Unemployed men, applying to the
townships for relief, were increasingly given work on local farms. One
unenployed handloom weéaver, applying to the overseers of Appleton iske
for relief, was refused both out and in-door rclief - instead he and his
wife were sent "A Bout by house Row."

"ooo I applied to Zhim [the overseer) for work for my family then

he Cauld a metin and the parlshners agreed for’ me and my wife

to go about by house row and ‘they give me one shilling a day and

ny wife elghpence a day so Il allow you to judg wat I shall ave

to spare wen my vitils and close is got out of six shilling and

wvat will spard out of four shilins when my wife is fed and cled

for my five childer then wen my wife comes in te her famley at

night thair is one night a weke she as to sit hup to vash and A
nother nlght a weck to bake ...7(110) ,

Discretion in poor relief affairs remained solely with the tuo
township authorities in Knarcsboroush until 1354, ‘Weither the Poor Law
Commission nor the Poor Law Board attempted to interfere in the
adgministration of relief by the townships of Knareshorough or Scriven
with Tentergate,; though the provisions of the Poor Law Amendment Act
empovered the Commissioners '"to make and issue all such Rules, Orders
and Regulations for the llanagoment of the Poor' in ail parishes not
1ncovporhued into poor law unlonuo(lll) Giving evidence to thevA§siStant
Conmissioner for the Royal Commission on Handloom Yeavers, a Knaresborough
ycaver argued that the distress of handloom wveavers vas partly a
consequence ofi.the New Poor Law -

"I consider the new poor lav affects the interest of the ucavers

very considerably. Sooner than go into the workhouse, they will
vork f£or anything." (112)

(109) 142 Scarbovough  15/6/1843

(110) HE12 Worthallerton 3/6/1844

(111) 4 and 5 Villiam IV 1834 ¢.76 s.XV
(112) PpPa340 (43 = I) volo X{11l p.486
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It seens sirange thaﬁ he blamed the iew Poor Law which wvas not yet in
operation in Knaresﬁorougho hile -he may have been talking generally -
indeed the most hbétilé and vociferous anti-poor lav propaganda vas
expressed in the veaving districts 0% the Yest Riding and Lancashire,

at a time wheén the prohibition of the outdoor relief to the able-bodied
had not yet been introduced = the ti.-«shins may, on their own initiative,
have made greater use of the workiouse in rclieving able=bodied paupers
and such measures may have been mistakenly attributed to the New Poor Lawv.
In 1834 the administratpcs of poor relief in the township of Knaresborough
vere already adopting a more discgiminating stand with poor relief
applicationse. Qhe»koor Lay Commission vas ﬁdId

Hthe commiﬁtee'havc becn moré scrupulous in complyins with
apnlication s for reliéf = (113)

Several rcferences in the miﬁ?gs to ablesbodied inuates suggest that

the offer of the wo’fk—house9 in preference to outdoor relief, was
occasionally resorted to (ﬁherefis no mention in the pre 1834 minutes to
able=bodied inmates); for example, in 1837, the Select Vestry of
Knaresborough ordered

2,

"nat all able=bocied men in the house be set to work in sweeping )
and cleaning the streets and such other work as can be got for them(11%4)

Able-bodied paupers were also relievéd in the wprkhouse of Scriven with
Tentergate; in 1848 pauper inmates were working outside and their wages
paid to the master of the workhouse.(1l5) In 18438 the Vestry reduced

the relief to a Richard kllice from 5/- to 4/~ a week,"with the alternative

of coming into the workhouse if he chuse,'" (116) Nevertheless during

(113)  MH12 Knaresborough  10/10/13834
(X1%4)  Knaresborough SVii  11/12/18%7

(115)  Scriven with Tentergate Vil 4/9/1848
(11.6) 1bid  16/3/156L8
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slumps in trade, wvhea tﬁéAprice paid to the weavers for a piece of

cloth fell sharpl;j‘r'9 the 8upplementQtion of wages out of the poor rates,
unhindered by the central poor lawvauthority, continued. to be practised.
Assistant Commissiongr Keyscr was informed =

e have 68 poor persons on our pension list,; not one of whon is
an agrlcultural labourer, they are all weavers of flax dressers;
also about 30 having casual relief, all weavers.’ (117)

Further evidence for the continuation of the allowance system cones fron
a neuspaper revort of 1049 concerning a proposed reduction of nearly 25%
in weavers' wages.

"ooo it was generally thought that the prices were at the lowest
point that poor fellow could keep himself saying nothing of his
farily ... But the poor rates will, of course, have to make up-
the deficiency; in fact, the toun has for years been taxed to aid
the profits of the manufacturer by making up the defects of the
operatives vages o.." (118)

The Vestries periodically attempted to provide alternative work for
the able=bodied weavers rather than simply supplementing their existing
meagre vages. In the winter of 1842 the large number of applications from
able=bodied men coused Knaresborough Select Vestry to secek alternative

employment to that of workinz on the roads:

(117) PP18 (t) - I) X111 pohoh

(118) Eurnlston“” Iortnern Twainary 22/8/1349
Tn Knareshorough town ship, in the period Septoember - Decenber 1040,
‘puere vere 54 paupers receiving casual relief, whose names identify
them as weavers in 1841 or 1651 and 60 casual paupers, who were not
veavers in 13841 or 1851
In the three months, January - larch 1849, 61 ‘weavers' received
casual relief and 73 casual paupers were not veavers in 10641/1851
13 weavers and 20 non-veavers received casual relief in thoe
period, April - June 1849,
It is noss1nl“ thot some of the men classcd as non-weavers were
in fret weavers who were not workinz or living in Knaresborough
in 184l or 1851, The 18buu) fizures may have been auﬂmCJted as
a res ult o: the cholera outbreak in 1848 (liarrogate Advertisay:

28/10/18!

Yources =S¢ AEPendix§S table 2 Number of anplications for relief made to
the Select Vestry of I[inaresborouzh 184250,
1841 and 1851 £.B.8 for Krarocsborough and Scriven withD Tentergate.




B5/11/10h2  Resolved that the churchuardeas, oversegrs and
Zurveyor of Lke”?"" vays. “be authorised to sett
out- the hlot OL'U ouitd s and to proceed to
brlng the Same into cultlvatlon for the benefit

the public as early as possible'.

In 1851 Scriven with Tentergate prdposed "renting a portion of land for
the purpose of giving employment to the Poor of the Township o.."(119)
Knaresborough Select Vestry contemplaced hiring out able-bodicd paupers
to the Railway Company building the line to Knaresborough.

Resolved "That the ovérseers endeavour to make som¢ arrangenent
with the Contractors of the East and Worth Yorkshire Railway for
the émployment of such aLlembodled persons as apply to the Vestry

- for Relief." (120)

{lany applications for '"relief or work' were received -

17/i2/@9; Thomas Broaduort@ s uife app11eu»¢or hs week or vork
fol her husbangoﬁ

15/12/51  John Lonnor anplleu to be alloued to work 4. dayo per week
. 1nsnead of- 3° Allowedo .

TheVVEétries dlso»attemptgd to reduce thé ratg of pauperiém’both
actual and potential by:removing non=settled paupéfs to the;r plaCe of
settlement and assisting poor pedple to move elsewhere., Both methods
vere costly but the townships must have considered the lons term savings
would outweigh the immediate expense, (121) The large number of
applications for poor relief in the first half of 1643 induced
Knaresborough Select Vestry to take measures to reduce poor relief
expenditure; a committee was djjoiﬁted "to act with the overseers for
the purpose of ascisting them with the Orders of>Removal and other business
connected with Settlements' (122) aild overseers were ordered to visit

paupers monthly "in order to ascertain their real circumstances." (123)

(119) Seriven with Tentergate Vi 2/5/1051
(120) Knaresborough SVil 24/12/1347

(121)  Ibia 3/6/18342 6/ 7/1ek2 14/10/1.642 30/12/1842
21/67/18%h 9/5/1.345 26/11/1346

(122)  Tbid  28/h/18k3
(123)  Ibid 21/7/1643



Betveen 1349 and i85' icriven with Tentergate assisted twelve families
to move elscuhcre uith‘érants of moné&_ranging from2/6d to &5.(124)

Oune man was allowed 21/- on condition thHat he #will go away and trouble
us no more for twelve months.Y (125) Of the four cases of assistance
to emigrate, three were women, presumably widows, with families, vwho,
i7 they had stayed in England, would no doubt have rcmainedia burden on

the poor rates.

The Prohibitory Order of 1858 forbade relief in aid of wages, which
was given in Knaresborough at least until 1854, and though there is no
evidence of it between 1854 and 1858 there was no legal obligation on
the township to .cease the practice. Opposition to the Prohipitory Order
from the Kn&restroudxﬁnion Board of Guardians micht suggest that
destitution amongst the able-bodied, in particular handloom weavers,
was still a problem for the poor law authorities. The Board wrote -

Teow the Order ... Will have an injurious effect upon many deserving

poor families, who are reduced from want of employment or from
other temporary causes, o..'(126)
Twvo years latver the bwoard petitioned the FPoor Law Board -
"Phe Boards. of Guardians to have the power of granting outdoor
relief to able=bodied poor uﬁthou the necessity of reporting
the grounds thereof, or reovlvwng the sanction of the Poor Lav
Board." (127)
However the former petition (of 1858) was proposed and seconded, not by
Knaresborough guardians but by those of Harrogate and Pannal., Horeover,
of the fifteen cases of outdoor relief to able-bodied men on account of

unenployment; subsecuently reported to the Poor Law Board between 1858

and 1871, none were to weavers or anyone connected with the linen industry.

(124) Scriven with Wentergate SV lemorandum Book 2/2/1849  27/3%/16L49
16/4/1849 10/9/1649 14/1/1850 27/1/1858  25/2/1850
11/3/1850 7/106/1850 10/2/1851 19/5/1851 8/3/1852

(125) Ibia 25/2/1350

(126)  H#12 Knaresboroush 17/6/1858

(127) Knaresborough ﬁﬁibn BEI 5/7/1860



4 corollary of declining linen production in Knareshorough during the
o 2 . PRt (o k Y ; (%]

1870's might have been unemployment amongst linen weavers; there is
however no evidence that weavers resorted to poor relief during this

oo 5

the Board of Guardians told the Central Laigration

.

period. In Luo:
Society that “occasionally persons Go anply for relief,; alleging in
consequence of beinz unable to obtain employment - but there is no

record of their occupation or place of residence. (125)

(128) Knarcsborough union BCH 25/7/1883%



3.  Handicraft Wextile lorkers in Setile and Skipton unions.
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The plight of the cotton and worsted workers under the Wew Poor
Lav is uniortunately less well documented than that of the linen
weavers considored carlier. The following account of poor relief in
Settle and Skipton unions relies largely oam the correspondence between
the Poor Law Commissioncrs and Boards of Guardians, found in the ii12
class of records, since no union records for the nineteenth century

have survived.

The Prohibitory Order of 1841 was not introduced into either union,
which received instead the Outdoor Labour Yest Order. This was replaced
by the Outdoor Relief Regulation Order in 1852. Uidespread opposition
to soecific clauses in the Regulation Order resulted in the allowance
-of réliéf on account . of under-employment, as opposed to unemployment.

",,, relief given ... a man working for wages on one day and

being without work the next, or working half the week a2nd being

unenployed during the rerainder, and being then in need of relief,

is not prohibited by this Article.' (129)
Just hovw this applied to these handloom weavers, whose pauperism in
normal times vas a result = not of shortage of work = but of lou
remuneration is not clear., However, as with the exception clauses,
interpretation of Article 5 of the Reguilation Order, vith respect to
relief to handloom weavors, rested with the Boards of Guardians. In
1856 Insnector Marnall urote of his intention "to suggest to the (Poor
Lav} Board the propriety of issuing the Prohibitory Order to the unions
of Skipton and Scttley," but there is no evidence that his suppestion was
implemented. (130) The Doards of Guardians were therefore under no legal
obligation to rclieve able-bodied men in the workhouse. HMen requiring

relief on account of insufficicnt earnings or lack of work could be

relieved out of doors in return for the performance of task worlk,

nort of the PLB 1852 p.2k

(129)  5th Annual Re
HH12 Settle 2/2/1856

(1%0)




though it wes pussible to avoid thig rule vithout actually contravening
the Crder. Lo(al constraints on relicf to handloom weavers in Settle
and Skipton unions under the New Foor Law werce therefore very limited

throvghout tie period during wvhich such vorkers constituted a

significant element in the population.

n 16%4 it wvas envisaged that outdoor relief to able-bodied persons
wvould be prohibited within two years. In Settle and Skipton union, as

in all northern unions, the Poor Law Commission did not introduce

general orders relating to the administration of able-bodied relief

until the carly 1840's. leanvhile the Boards of Guardians continucd to
adninister rclief to tho able-bodied in very much the samevway_ds the
sep@é@tg téwﬁshi§s had before 18354, Visiting his northern district in
1836>and 1537 with a view to forming Poor Law unions, Assistant
CommiSGioner Power found that the. allowance sysiem existed to a greater

or less ektent in many parts of Yorkshire and Lancashire. (131) Yeaving
townships, later incorporated into Skipton union, paid *a certain weekly
allovance® to able-bodied men. (132) There was little variatién in the
supsistence level agrecd upon in the different tounshijs - at Shkipton and
Parnnill weavers' wases were made up to 1/6d per head, ok Ccnictoniand
neighhouring tovaships to 1/6d for adults and 1/3d for eaqh child. One
circention vas Beatham, & linen manufacturing towaship ia settle uuioﬁ9
vhere a family - a man, wife and four young children, earnihg 12/- a wveek,
vas eatitled to 25 or 3s extra from the poor rates.(133) Outdoor relief
to ablesbodied men in the form of rent payments vas also widecspread in the

handloon wvecaving districts. Power observed “a confirmed practice of

(151) C(E78)_Z01l) Q3284
(1555 3 ,
(133) (;)'°2Lg,
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paying rents' in th cotuon and vorsted wveavins townships of Skipten
union.(135) 1In Skipﬁon no rents were npaid until "a sale takes place
under a distress of execution, we buy a few articles oif absolute
necessity to sct them out again.® (136)  Similarly in Settle, most
rents were paid Yin cases vhere a distress for rent is either actually
upon the pauper's goods, or is expected imﬁediately to follow." (137)

In 183% the township of Cononley was stated to be burdened with a great
number of rents. The overseers exnlained the procedure for rent payments.
"As soom as a man has two children he pives over paying any more

Rent ..."; their goods were sold and the family then applied to

the overseer for relief, and if refused, to the nagistrate, who

ordercd the overseer to find him "a houso9 purchase ‘hinm looms

and necessary furnitures..."(138)
Uneuployed weavers wereveither given financial relief or work, depending
upon the availability‘of vork in the township. In Buckden "Rkelief is paid
in woney to ableebodied vhen out of work? (139) “mployment was found for
nen in Skipton, but in: the depression‘Of the early 1830's there was
insufficient work for all the apnlicants.

"Yle have often some tuwenty young married weavers out of employ,

for whou we cannot find work out of the workhomsea'g ile employ

as nany as ve ¢an oa the roads o.." (140)
The scarcity of work gencrally aad the greater scarcity of huswandry
vork compelled Sct le Vestry to avbandon thoir usual policy of finding
the pauvers work9 ... brcaking stonc, mending fences, Graining o..
and to give cash relief instead. (1&1) In the absence of any change
in the principles upon wvhich relief was administered betveen 1834 and

1842 the Boards of CGuardians continusd to pay allewances and rente teo

(135) KH12 Skipton 13/12/1837

(136)  PP163E (Bh) ZXviii p.74la

(137)  1Ibid p.vko

(138) WMH12 Skipton 350/9/2334 . 11/4/1836
(139) _~P1§2% Ghl) IViii  0.763 a

(140) Ibid po7hp

(141)  Ibid  p.751
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able-bodied weavers, just as the parish officials had done before 1834,
Assistant Commissioner Hott noted the unsatisfactory state of both
unions "with reférence to the mode of granting relief.® (142) Settle
vas "giving ré@iaf wvithout any efficient test either from labour or the
workhouéeg” (243) wvhile in Skipton union "several irregularities have
been encouraged wvhich it is highly necessary should be put a stop tos.."
"The Ggérdians I £ind occasionally relieve the poor in their
separate townships ... It is true the Guardians do not imitate
the neighbouring unions of Keighley and Settle by paying directly
the rénts or the labourcrs but it is indirectly practised by way
of a loan - vhen a person is in arrear for rent the Guardians
very frequently assist them with a loan to the amount which they
know will never be repaid." (1L44)
Assistant Commigsioner Valshom also commented on the prevalence of outdoor
relief to the able<bodied -
Mooo the 1nab111ty of the Local Boards to act ef zeqbuallv in

rellev1ng real dostltutlon and correpﬁlvelv 1& Chec,
alary

oportlon elther LO the 1gnorance “and neglect of sound
prlnca.ples9 or to the contempt of your authorityooc™ (145)

The Labour Test Order was eventually sent to Settle and Skipton
unibns,in 1842, at the height of the depression. Settle Board of
Guardians immcdiately petitioned the Poor Lay Commissiogy uréing
reconalderqtlon of the expediency of aduministering relief accordln" to
the Order 1n their union. The Board obhjected to any change in the
existing relief aduinistered to handloom weavers, particularly one that
involved them relin@uishiné what little weaving woxrk they had in order to
be set to other work by the pguardians. However this strong suspicion of
the practicality of the Order uvas overcome and the guardians resolvecd

to f£ind work for the younps able=bodied male paupers in their respective

(142) NHT2 Skipton 19/5/1042
(143) HO12 Settle  17/5/1842
(L4k4)  EH12 Skipton 19/5/1842

(145) HE12 Skipton  4/6/1842
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townships. Three mpﬁthgraftef'théﬁintfoduction of the Order the clerk
reported that mgst d£»the‘fbynshipsAnere now f{inding work for young
able—bodiedvpaﬁpersg»reﬁﬁnerating them for work done according to
family size. IFollowins the reifusal of dellifield and Long Preston to
comply with the Order the Board resolved "that a competent person be
sent down to these townships to find wvork for such paunpers o..'"(146)
Only one request for relief, contrary to the Order, was made to the
central poor lau agthority; there are no references to applicatioas
from or relief to handloom weavers in the ten years 1842-52. (147) The
records do not indicate whether all ablc-bodied paupers vere required to
work, though the fact that work vas exacted in each individual township
and not at one or a feu centresiin the union sungests that the labour
test would; on the grounds of cconomy alone, have been allowed to lapse
in many téunshipso Certeinly facilities for setting pauvpers to work
vere inadequate for the large n@&ber of people thrown out of work in
1847 and 1848,.(148) "The reaction of Skipton whion to the Lébour Test
Order is less clear. As the union had a large number of handlpom
veavers one would expect similar objections to those voiced by secttle -

&

yet there is no record of any prbtesto As in the case of Settle the
records are relatively silent about poor relief in the years of the Labour
Test Order., There is no referenée to the provision of work for abie=
bodied outdoor paupers; On the other hand, the Assistant Commissioners
¢id not make any written complaints to their superiors or the Loards of

Guardians about the adninistration of relief in either Skipton or Settle

unions,

.

However,; the continued prevalence of relief in aid of wages is

suggested by the protest against the Regulation Order in 1852,

(146) uH12 Settle 8/9/1842

(147)  HH12 Setile 7/11/18350. A cotton weaver vas receiving an allowance
on account of insufficient wages (0s for a family of 7 children)
The oud¢d1ans wanted permission to allow ©3 to enable the family
to caovo to uulllng”oLtq vhere the nauncr had ohtained work.

BH12 Setyle 15/0/1845 -

~~
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S
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=hodied man hov1nr a |am11y or not, whose partial
‘av'be 1nuu£11cma$ for his-or their support, ‘will have
to re’ln'uipu ﬂll independent ls.bou.r9 in order to obtain
mamntenance from’ the poor rates." (149) :

Tooo an ahle
earnings.

After lﬂlﬂlﬂllaﬂpOSltlﬂn‘to the Regulation Order Settle union

appears to havé‘caﬁniied with the teéms o? the Order, (150) ocasidnally9
though, thc Loor Law uoard had to 1n51st ‘on the granting of relief for

a definite period of time and on the enforcement of the woerk ciauseo(15l)
Skipton claimed that the Order was inoperable.on account of the expense
and the impossibility of finding work for the large number of able=bodied
men wvho received relief in aid of wages but four months later the Poor

Law Board was informed =

the'ﬂ1ard1uns ”;eel disposed to acqulesce 1n lto prov1s1ons ana are
dcquous at once to put it into operationdt (152)

it apnearo that initially the guardlanu werc not Iully converodnt ulth the’
gxbepp;gn clauses -of the Regulatlon;Order and er$ed~0n the SldOmOf
Cautioééij5§) Neverunoless there was resistance %o uhe eroawon of the
gnardians’ discretion in the administration of outrelief to‘ableébodied
men., In January 1853, the Poor Lav Bpard insisted that the guéfdians
specified a definite period of relief. The guérdians replied that they
prcfer?éd the period and amount of relief to be left to ﬁheir_discretion
entively, at lccst for three months, untii the end of the half_year;
which was allowed by tho Poor Law Board. (1545)  The Board of Guardians
replied noncomittally to-the‘Coﬁmissioners' suggestion that one or two

of the children of outdoor paupers be placed in the worlkhouse - "where

(1k9)  PP1853 (111) LIAXIV p.228

(150) Three months afccr the introduction of the Order the clerk informed

the Poor Lav dn““d .00 our bBoard are now acting under the Order
%o the very letter, wvith, I nust say, a beneficial result o..N

12 Settle 27/11/1852.
(151)  HE12 Settke 28/1/1853  3/2/1862 9/2/1865 23/12/1869
(152) HE12 Skipton  31/12/1852

(153) 12 of the 35 cases rcported to the Poor Lavw Beard in January 1853
did not require the Doard's sanction bccause one or more members
of the fanily vere sick or disabled,

(15%)  HH12 Skinton  31/1/1853
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practicable {&t) wili "Ué,{i%: fu.’rnfsu;ﬁond*(l‘)")) = but cight nonths later
Inspector Farnall conSiiegéd’instructions to place children in the
vorkhouse useless becauée vthe guardians have rejected similar advice."(156)
Faced with an increase in paupefism in 185% the guardians resolved to
give employment to all abICQboéied panpers uwho vere receiving relief on
account of shortage of work. (157) 1In e similar situation in 1857 they
also wanted outdoor relief to be at the complete discretion of
bhemselves for a period of four months = but the Commissioners refused
the request and reminded the guardians of their obligation to employ

all able=bodied male paupers.(158) Theré is no evidence that thereafter
tne guardians encountered difficulty in adhering to The rules oi the
Order nor is there any evidence to suggeSt that they acted illegally

or contrary to the Urder., ‘heré is no reason to doubt the truth of the
repliestof Settle and Skinton uﬁions'to aéclisations from an ii.P. “that
poor rates in aid of wages are.ieyied:in manufacturiﬁgsdistricts:c”"

Skipton Vstated positively that it had never there been the practice
to give relief to persons enployed for wages.V

In Settle, between 1860-5, the Guardians have relieved’only one abieubodied
resident pauper when at the same time in receipt of wages.” (159)

S0 far I have consicered the ﬁvpe of relief given to able<bodied
veavers uander the licw Poor Lav in Jettle and Skipton unions. I turn next
to a consideration of the extent of vauperism amongst handicraft textile
wvorkers and ask two questions - first, what proportion of able=bodied
paupers were haandloom weavers and woolcombers and secondly, what

proportion of handloom veavers were paupers? The limitations of the

(155)  1Ibid

(156) Ibia 23/8/1853

(157)  1bid 6/2/1554

(156) 1Ibia  7/12/1857

(159) Ud32 Corbitt 13  2L/L/1865



records, both the poor lLaw- records and the census occupational data

preclude a precisefépd{dépailéq“analysis of the relationship between

the poverty of the. ﬁdloom wveavers and woolcombers and their resort

to poor relief in tle severg; decades after 1834. 1In the absence of
regular lists of relief applications and orders or a break&own of poor
relief expenditure before 1847 it is not possible to make a systematic
analysis of poor relief afforded to handicraft textile workers in the
period 1834-52, Inforhation is derived from two primcipal sources -
the findings of the Royal Conmmission on the Poor lLaws, 1832-4, and the
correspondence between the various poor law administrative bodies. It
should be borme in mind that such inquiries and cgmments;tggded to

occur during years of increased pressure on the poor rates.

During the 1830's and lS&é's.the group of workers most prone to
destitution in Settle and SkiptOn unions were handtexﬁile workers -
cobtton and wvorsted weavers and woolcombers. Much of thé evidehée
substantiating this statement is inferred from comments on able-bodied
pauperisim by the poor law authorities. The administrators of poor
rclief in several townships, later incorporated in the Skipton uaion,
made specific mentiah of the condition of and relief afforded to
handloom weavers - no other occupation received similar attention
though in Settle union there dees sccem to have heen considerabie shortage
of work amongst the labouring classes generally but able=bodied
pauperism was not a major problem in townships where handloom weaving
vas insignificant. The propensity of handloom wecavers in the Uest
Riding and Lancashire to experience poverty and destitution was one of
the subjeets of Alfred Power's evidence to the Select Committee on Poor
Relief Administration in 1837. On his visit to Skipton union in the

same year Pouer noted the numerous applications for relief from worsted
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and cotton han@ioqm weaverg. (1G0) TIn Cononley the ‘greatest part of
{the]) Poor Quereld euployed ia the weaving and woolcombing branch of
stuff manufacture.,'"(101) Hdnd100m weéving_was the one occupation in
Settle union snecifically mentioned by the guardians in their protest
against the Labpuf Test Order in 1842 and the petition is clear proof
that handloom weavers Fformed a substantial and perennial problem for

the poor law adninistration at this date.

In the second half of the nineteenth century, as handloom wecavers
and woolcombers comprised a diminishing proportion of able-bodied
pauperism, there are'boyregponainglyifcuer rererences to this=c1558
of worker in thefvarioqs poor law.recérdsb In contrast with thef
rrotest ten years prévibﬁsly9 the memorial of 1352; drava up by Settle
board of Guardians in oppdsifidn to %he Régulatipn Order, Gid not
nake any special reference to“ﬁﬁhdloom ﬁéavers, thus sugpgesting cither
that able=bodied pauporisﬁ amongst thié group of workers had dininished
and was no longer such a draian on the zesources of the union or tﬁat
nauperisn anongst handloom wesvels as a proportion of totval able=bodied
paunerism had diminished. The rate of pauperism generally was still'
hizh in Bettle union in 1656 = 5.5/ of the population were paupers,
compared with 3.8% in Inspector Farnall's district, which comprised
Lancashire and the Jest Riding. (162)  However, in 1660 the reduced
number of applications for relief led the Board to resolve to hold

fortnightly, instead of weekly, meetiags,

(160) 112 Skinton  13/12/1837
(161) Ihid 11/4/18§6
(162) ME32 Farnall 22 12/1/13056
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"The Doard will obscrve there is a veduction in paupers in this
union." (163) Betuecn 1852 and 18359, of eighty nine individual cases
of outdoor relief to able-bodied men, reported to the Poor Law Board for
sanction, nine vere for wveavers; the last application for a weaver was
nade in 1861, ‘The majority of cases, forty seven, were for 'labourcrs',
most of whom were agricultural labourers, though this term only cane. into
use after 1332, Thus the evidence suggests that between 1842 and 1852
the handloom weaver in Settle ceased to exert an inordinate amount of
pressure on the poor relief system. Nevertheless, the decline in handloon
weaving may have indirectly contributed towards pauperism in"§ther |
occupational_gyoupso The apleubodiqﬂ may have dependéd on pért time
weaving, by himself or members‘of‘his family, to bring ﬁhe'family;inéome
to subsisterce level. For instance, in 1863, the vives of two
agricultufél labourer - pauners weré hand weavers, who could,gérmglly
earn 5/6d a week but at the time of applying for relief ucre'ﬁncer%ain
of obtaining vork at weaving; the Loss ot this income may have 'tipped
the balance' and forced the Zamily to turn to poor law relief. (164)
Thus,though by the mid ninetéenth century handloom weavers in Settle
union no longer formed the bulk of able=bodied male pauperism, nor
attracted the particular attention of poor law authorities, the décline
in hénd weaving continued to contribute indirectly towards able=bodied

pauperisnm,

In Skipton union hnandicraft textile workers formed a substantial
proportion of the total nunber of able=bodied paupers to a later date
than in Settle, explained by the large numbers in Skipton union employed

in vorsted manuiacture, comparcd with the concentration on cotton in Settle,

(163) 1H12 Settle  15/2/1360
(L64)  Ibia  25/2/1883
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and the ecarlier su?plementaﬁion qf @;&ﬂgqndloom by powef in cotton than
in worsted wecaving. In depressed t%méé'factory workers increasingly
featured in the ranks of able-bodied paupers, along with handloom
weavers and woolcombers. According to the petition of 1852 able-bodied
pauperisn invskipton union comprised those engaged in "manufacturing
labour? - that this included handicraft warkérs as well as factory
workers is evident from the reference to pauperism amongst "able=bodied
men with insufficicont earnings o..% There were one hundred and4forty
nine applications to the Poor Law BOard for out=rélief to able-bodied
men Guring the first five years of the operation of the Regulation
Order in Skigfén udion, just over half éigwﬁibﬁ:were for haﬁd$96m ‘
veavers and éeoloombers;(l65) In the absénce of any further féﬁéﬁéﬁce
to able-bodied pauperism in Skipton union after 1857, it 'is not kaoun
when handicraft udgqus ceased to form a major paft of able»bodied4
pauperism but certainly after thié time their numbors no longerfcéﬁSed

concern to the poor lav authorities.

tlho, anongst the handloom weavers and woolcoubers, received
allowances? 01ld people and wvidows vere obvious recipients of rel%éf
and probably formed the largest proportion of?ﬁauperiséd hand textile
vorkers - most would have been paupers reg@rdle?s of whether they wvere
handloom weavers or ﬁof = indeed; in gpite of diminishing returns from
hand weaving, the benefits of this low paid and uncertain occupation
probably outueighed the disadvantages to such people. The eviéence
points on the other hand to the permanent inability of men to maintain
large, young fanilics on uwages derived fronm hand veaving without

supplementation from the poor rates.

(165) L3 handloom vezvers and 36 woolcombers. 31 were engaged in
pouver loom veaviang and a further 12 employed in textile
factories.
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g weaver Hest wovk hapd vorearn 7ss this would be svwfficient
Yor a man's own maiuntenance, and for a viFfe,; but not for that

of a family also; ... (165)
In 1837 Alfred Yower found that ailowances to male heads of familics
vere “linited 4in extent” and Yeonfined chiefly to the lovest and worst
paid class of handlooul weavers, ...7(16Y) ‘The ratewayers of Cononley
cited as Yone great evil" ¥the payment of so much noney in weekly relief
to young able-bodied married men with two, three or four children. Uhen
any little difficulty appears they arve immediately clamorous ...'"(168)
During depressions the net of pauperisn spread wider and smaller
families were forced to apply for relicf. The vicar of Barnoldswick
alleged that disturbances in the tggn in 1842 were caused by able-bodied
paupers, nearly all uanmarried wen.(169) The pauperisationvof veavers,
other than those with large youus families, is supported by a comparison
of lists of wveavers reéeiving outrelief in aid of wages in peittle union
in 1842 and Skipton union in 1852, the former being a year of severe
depression; the second list, in.18529 contained no weavers with fanilies

of fewer than three children. (170) However, even in times of depression

(166)  PPLO3: (hh) Axviij
(167) Lu32 Power 63  21/10/1837

ii p.748

(168) w12 Skipton 30,/9/1.53k
(169)  1Ibid 29/5/1842

(170) At a certain date in 1842 there were 45 handloom weavers in

bettle union in receipt of reliei in aid of wages:-
3 had 6 children

6 1 5 ]
10 L n
10 | §] 3 i
8 H 2 4]
Lo 1 child
4 u no c¢..ildren

At a certain dote in 1652 there were 25 handloom veavors and

voolcouners in receipt of relief in aid of wvages in Skipton unicn:-
16 9 children
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in the 1830's and 1840'5, wvitnesses attested to the small percentage of
veavers who were in fact paupers.

",..numbers of the labouring people, particularly during the last
year, {1836-7) who hove cuffered great distress without applying
for poer relief." (L71)

"there is nb.doubt that great privations are frequently endured

at Suqh times (of depression) by large nuibers of persons without
their making even an application for relief.” (172)

4. Handsknitters

Did the éeciine of hand=knitting place a burden on ‘the poor religf
systém? In the case of many old and disabled peoPIe@'wiaéus"and
unmafried mothers it might be argued that knitting acfualiy féﬁ;talled
destitution or, if the knitter became .chargeable, reduced ﬁhefamOunt of
relief requi:ed° = a Board of Guardians was more likely to graﬁt oatkelief
than or@ér the workhouse to a paupér vho showed him/her§§lf willigg»qﬂd
able to Qbrko A brief ezxamination 0f>pauperism in Sedbergh and Aysgarth
unions éhows that factors other than the decline of hand=kunitting weée
responsiﬁyeifor able=bodied pauperism and that during the second half of
the ninelcenth century, vhen knitting oceccupied a diminishing proportion
of the population, pauperism in both unions was inconsiderable. There
is not a single reference in the poor law records to pauperism amongst
distressed hand-knitters nor any suggestion that pauperism was in part
attributable to the decline of hand-knitting; converselpy, I found no

contemporary conmiment attributing low rates of pauperism or poor relief

(171)
(172)




expenditurce to knitting.

Prior to 1869 tounships in Uensleydale were either incorporated
in the Bainbridge Gilbert Incorporation or else administered relief
according to 43 Kliz.c2. Relief administration was effected without
direction froﬁ the Poor Lav Commissioners but the Poor Law Inspectors
made no comment on any aspect of relief administration in the towaships
in the period 1834-69. Upon the formation of Ayigarth union in 1869
the chief characteristic of pauperism in the union was its insignificance.
lMr.Hedley, the Poor Law Inspector, told the Poor Law Board:

"The nuuber of paupers in this union is so small...'(173)
The nevly apnointed Board of Guardians did not expect the total nuhber
of paupers to exceed 300, and, as a result of the low rate of pauperism,
vere permitted to hold fortnightly instead of weekly meetlngs and

combine the offices of workhouse master and relieving officer.(170)

In contrast, Sedbergh union was described in 1855 as a ''pauperised
district."(175) Under the 0ld Poor Lay Dent and Sedbergh townships
exhibited the 'abuses' of outdoor relief to the ableubodiedo(l76) Ko
orders regulating relief vere introcduced into the union {or twenty years
and the guardians vere therefore under no legal obligation to alter their
adninisiration, The able<bodied continued to be relieved out of the
vorkhouse; in each of the weeks in January 1845 there uere 54y 53, 4
and 51 outdoor able-bodied paupers and 5,5,5 and 6 indoor able-bodied

paupers. (177) The high rate of poor relief expenditure in Sedbergh

(173) 112 Aysgarth  547a/1869
(174)  Ibia
(175) MH12 Sedbergh 11/4/1855

(176)  RRLOG3L (4h) %LViii p.732a
CMijjadin at Dent ooo rolief to the able-bodied is afforded by
payiments of a weekly or monthly sum, in the name of a pension,
thc amount of which is regulated according to the number of a
nants fanilyoeoo!
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union in the 1830%s and 18407s would seen to substantiate %Lhe
description. of the union asc a paupcriged district.(178)  However,
in the samé yggr that this descrintion was made, the Poor Law Board
vas informed ﬁy the union clerk,

Tihe Orcder affects none of our paupers here but women with
bastard children at present." (179)

There is no evidence that the guardians objected to the Order's
prohibition of outdoor relief to able-bodied men. A study of the 1851
census returns, which state vhether a person was a pauper, does not
uphold the view that vast numbers of ableabodied men were receiving
oﬁtrelief = twenty four of thé thirty one paupers in Scdbergh township
vere aﬁéd.Si%ty years and ovérq‘four more were widows with young
_ﬁamilies@ tuo vere single with iiiégitimate children. In Garsdale -
four were giﬁerly and the fifth u1dou with eight children. In Uent
there w@té'seVen old peonle, two orphans, two widovs and three men
below the age of sixty.(180) There is no further referencé to
pauperism until 1881 when Local Government Inspector Davy, Full of
praise for poor relief administration in the union, wrote -
””he,ﬁellaw returns . of this small country unidn are rciarkablkes
At the present time there are only thlrty gix per sons in réceipt
of outooor reliel ... of these, five are boarded out children’
aoo'qunuer of immates in.workhouse is 20 ove Lhe aduminisiravion

of : the guardians is e: cellent and ... it is coasciously
élfccued by a recogmition of SOLnd Poor Lay principles; o..'" (181)

(178)  Poor rclief expcaditure ia Scdbergh union. 1840-48:

1340 515739 44 £1,912
1541 1,548 10#5 9?a3
1o42 .9,7 ~ 1846 1,606
1043 2,093 1547 1,575

1848 1,613
(179) 112 Sedbergh 20/9/1855

(180)  Rotired voolcomber, vifower, aged 57
Cogl miner, 49, wife and 6 children.
Yarmer, aged 47,

(181) Lii12 Sedvergh 10/1: / 83
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The reduction of pauperism and adherence to the Prohibitory Order is

reflected in the diminishing annual expenditure on outdoor relisf,

The dccline of hand-knitting in the 1830's and 1840's exacerbated
distress resulting from depression in agriculture and the decline of
the local féctOry and handicraft textile industry. In the second half
of the century peoplc escaped distress by moving avay - the population
figures, for Dent and Garsdale in particular, indicate the extent of
migration. (182) Generally, hand-knitting, by providing even a
pittance, enabled many elderly people (vho formed the majority of
paupers) to survive without recourse to poor relief or on a smaller

weeltly sum than would otherwise have been reguired.

50 Textile Mill Yorkers.

There is not a single specific reference in the surviving poor
law records to pauperism amongst the factory population of Sedbergh9
Pateley Bridge, Riyongiﬁnarésbgrgugh, Leyburn, Bedalc, Nor;hallerton or
Stokesley unions. (183) In Settle union‘,however9 the closure of cotton
pills in the late 1640's throw nany wmill hands out of work.  Although
the number of applications for relief from this class of person is not

known, it was cufficiently large to cause the poor law authoriticu to

instigate chanses in the normal administration of poor relief. The clerk

(182) See Appendix B table 6 Ponulation of townships in Sedbergh
union, 1601-1901

(183)  Except in Ripon union Letter Book, 20/4/1853, ref: to nonresident
relief to a millhand and her four children, residing in Pateley
Bridge.



inforned the Pﬁér Law Beard that fhbﬁuéry gerious decrease of earnings

as a result of inclement wecather ayé‘the stoppage of the principal

cotton mill in Settle had increased §auperism to an cenormous extent'"(18%4)
The Board wag compelled to appoint an. extra rcélieving officer to cope
with the in@féﬂsé in pauper numbers, and a special meeting was called

and a comniﬁ%&é appointed ""to devise saﬁe;means for employing the outdoor
able=bodied paupers so as to have a return in labour for the relief given
them individually.” (185)  Some of tﬁe factory hands applying for relief
were removed to their union or place of sétﬁlement in an attempt to

reduce the pressure of pauéerism on Settle union.,(186) Poor relief

expehditubcggﬁmped trom 55,107 in_lﬁ%éfand 4ol in 1847 to b
l549 and avter the dééﬁession exPenQiture on outdoor.relief feii from
53{952 in 1849 to 52,848 in 1850, However, there was little édmparable
pressure on the ?oor rét?s during thé cott0h famine in thé'éa:}y'iSGO'sq
the guardians were confident that any'r§3ultant destitution cﬁﬁld be
adéquateiy dealt with by admis§ion to ﬁhé wvorkhouse or by ﬁhefprovision

of employment, breaking stones in the outdoor able-bodied yard. (187),

In Skipton union, too, applications for §OQE relief ueré made by
factéry operatives, thrdwg out of wéﬁjoripartially employed in the
recurrent trade depressions ofzthe 1840's and 1850°'s, but the only
refercnce to the relief of factory workefs, other than those with large,
young families, was in Barnoldowick (and probably elsewherc) in 1842,(188)
Outdoor relief expenditure increased in the early 1860's thereby suggesting
that there vas pauperism anongst the cotton factory workers during the

Tfamine's [Hovever, pauperiom vas not on a large enough scale to stretch

(184)  HME12 Settle 7/12/1347
(185)  Settle uwnion L.ik 8/8/1848
(186)  IBIa  23/11 /1u48

(187)  Ipida  12/11/3361

(188) 112 Skiptou 29/5/108k2
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the resources of the uﬁion; the c¢lerk inforued the Poor Lav Board that
union fun@s were sufficient to-ncet exfraoédinary demands. (189) ‘there
is no reason to suppose that temmorary pauperism of factory operatives
vas 1imitedrt$f8et%le-and Skipton unions. The lack of evidenceé in

other unions uﬁddﬁbtedly stems from the fact the factory population was
small and confined to just a few townships in the unions (Sedbergh and
Pateley Bridge excented). Alseqon& reason for the abscnce of any
refercence to relief afrforded to destitute factory hands is that, in

most cases, the Prohibitory Order was not issued to the unions until the
middle oi the century; free to»relieve}ablembodied person§5there was little
likliehood that able-bodied paupcrism would be the subjectbpf

corresnondence between tize various poor law authoriticss

The ége and sex structure of the factpry labour force was an
importgﬁ@ influence on the propensity of the ‘hands’ to’aﬁply for poor
relief, A large proportidn_pf the facﬁory wvorkers were female and
yourz people, though th¢ propcfrﬁion of men varied accorcing to. the
textile and branch of industry. (190) As the bulk of the labour foxce
was supplementing family income (as wives or children) the overall
pauperising eflcet of the loss or reduction of factory earnings vas
lcss than it would have heen had hegés of families comprised a large
prpportion of tine labour force. Ghly in SBettle and Skintoan unions, where
a sizeable proportion of the workinj population were engaged in textile
manufacture, did applicaliouns for relief from mill workers require certain

extra-ordinary measures in poor relief aduinistration.

(189)  NH32 Hanwaring 54  18/11/1861
(190)  See Appendix D table 2
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6. - Agricultural Tahourers.

The Royal Commission on the Poor Laus, 1832-4%, concluded that
pauperism amongst aﬁlembodied’males in rural districts vas widespread -
a permanent featufe in some parishes, incipicnt in others - and
attributed this to the abuse of the poor relief system, notably to the
unrestrained granting of outrelief to agricultural labourers on accoﬁﬁt
of insufficient esarnings, be it a result of low wages, large families
or un- and under-cmployment. However, the aﬁpendices to the Report,
relating to the North and Yest Ridings, do not bear out the general
conclusions of the paupcrised state of the farm workers. In J.D.Twecedy's
renort on the operation of the poor law in the test Ridigg the prbbiem 
of able~bodied pauperism was scarcely referrcd to by the purely | i
agricultural townships in the northern part of the Riding, inimafkéd
contrast with handloowm veaving or leadmia;ng tovnships. In 18625 reliéf
vas given to farm labourers in aid of wagés in all but one of thé Ngrth{
Riding Yapentakes, though it was not prevalent thfoughout each ﬁapentake;
in Birdforth, for example, it was confined to "'some feu tounships."(191)
However, in 1332 none of the North Yorkshire tounships, with the
exception of vcaving and leaduining centres, replied in the affirmative
to question 24 of the Rural Queries -

"Have you any, and how many, able-bodied labourers in. the
eiiploynient of individuals rcceiving allowance or regular rclied
from your parich ...?9(192)

Reports on proposed poor law unions, compiled by Assistant Comnissioner
Revans, in 1836, tostify to the absence of a pauperised agricultural
labour force in North Yorkshire, Referring to pauperism in the North

and East Ridings of Yorlkshire, he stated -

(191)  PP1825 (519) 11X
(192)  ppagsh (LAY xam




M.oo the able-bodicd labourers beins nearly all independent of
parish relicf.’ (193)

His reoports to the Poor Law Commission on pauperism in the proposed
unions of Scukborvugh, Malton, Whitby, Yhirsk, Richmond and Leyburn
do not indicate any major diverpgeincies from this general impression.

“Pauperism [in Malten and Scarborough unions) is very similar
to that wvhich generally e: 1gts in the dast and North Ridings."(194)

In Thirsk and lMalton unions, with the exception of the market town of
New HMalton, no able-bodied labourers were in receipt of a weekly
allovance.

And of able-bodied men there is not one receiving relief in the
tounships" [in Thirsk union) (195)

"'tmwtlnﬂ the toun of MNew Halton I do not think therec is a single
ab]cubOhl“d Iabourer receiving a weekly allowance however greau
his fanily may be."(196)

Even in Richmond and Leyburn unions, wvhere the rates of pauperism vere
higher than Thirsk union (1:17 and 1:10 coupared with 1:40), Revans did
not attribute the higher rates of pauperism to the prevalence of relief

to the able-bodied. Of Richmond union he urote -

"But a very small number of able-bodied persons are at present
receiving."(197)

Further confirmation of the absence of entxiched pauperism amongst the
agricultural labouring class in North Yorkshire is derived from

subsequent Reports uritten by Assistant Conmissioners for the area,

4

1 Te systen of piving outdoor relief to ablesbodied men in
mployilent had hever beéen prevalent in these counties...(198)

Revans, advising the introduction of the Prohibitory Order into North

Yorkshire, urote -

(193)  1H32 Revans 65 14/12/1836

(194)  1H12 Scarborough 5/11/1836

(195)  HE12 Thirsk 20/1/1836

(196) ME12 Haltvon 8/11/1836

(197) 112 Richmond 23/1/15%7

(198)  8th Annual Lepori of fhe P.T,.C. 1842 p.3
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W.o. in nany of thesc unions (particularly those of the North

and Bast Ridings) the amount of able-bodied relief without the
ProhlhltorJ Order is inconsiderable - it seems therefore safe to
infer that the Prohlbltory Order might be issued to several of
these unions without inconvenience.'" (199)

The Select Committee on Agriculture in 1833% made the following
observations -

".s., llorthern Counties of England, vhere able-bodied men still
faintain themselves and {amilies on wages without the aid of the
poor ratcs; and the great abuse would seem to be more prevalent in
the Southern Counties, where vages are paid out of the rate, where
the system of roundsmen has been longest established, where the
father of the family receives an increased allowance on the birth
of each child, vhere the supply of labour is redundant, and where
a premium is thus indirectly offcred to improvident marriages and
to on increase of population.'(200)

Thus, enduiries and observations on the administration of the Poor Laws
in the 1330's vore in general agreement on the relatively unpauperiscd

state of the agricultural labourer in Horth Yorkshire, as comparcd with

his counterpart in thé southern and eastern parts of the country.(201)

In the canzserofithe ninceteenth century the attention of the central
poor law authority focused increasingly on the urban and industrial
able-bodied pauper and less on the able=bodied male in rural arecas.
Agricultural districts geunerally becane associated with low rates of
able=bodied péuperis*; thus, Zasinguold, replying to the Local Coverameat
Board's circular on Pauperism and Distress, seems to have connectced the
abgoncce of distress in the umion to the fact that it was an agricultural
rather than an urban unions

"There not being any unusual anount of disgtress in this union,

vhich is purecly agriculturel theore is no material increase of

applications for relief and the guardians find no difficulty
in dealing with the cascs arising in this anion.'(202)

(199)  MI32 Revans 65  7/11/18L0
(200)  PP3333 (612) V. povi

(201) Host of the 'ixtracts from the Information received by his Majesty's
Goinnissionors', printed in 1833, referred to poor lau administration
in southern counties.

(202)  Easinguold waien BGN 256/3/188
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In the early 1870's relief from the poor rates, in aid of weages, still
existed in the north = though reports of Poor Law Insyectoré suggest that
wvage supplementation in North Yorkshire was confined to aged or disabled
persons, only partially able to work, and very rarely extended to

agricultuBal labourers.

"In uy 1 ;:;‘z.ct9 et the prosent time, thore are very fcuw able-bodied
pcrsons ho receive relief. There are scarcely any able-bédied
persons nov in the workhouses. O0ld age, infirmity, and sickness are
the causes."(203)

"The “‘case of an able-bodied nan applying for relief on account of
1nab111ty to find work is of the rarest possible occurrence in any
union in my District in vhich the Prohibitory Ordeér is in forece ooo"(zoh)

the! agxlcultural labourer "rarely becomes a paupér until hé is quite
done for wvork. He does not throv hinself onto the relief list -a
day’orrtuo afﬁﬂr he receive “injury ooc(a Iag ’orry to“say iany
of . the toun labourers do) oow Thel will struggle'oi for wcchs,'often
nonths, béfore he anplleson(E_E) '

The appendices to the 1905-9 Royal Comaission Réport. on the Poor Latis
and relief of distress reflect the over-riding concern vith desfitution of
able-bodied males in uirban and indusﬁrial centres and the virtual absence

ox pauperlsm amonﬁst able=bodied if rural districts.

",.s the inerease of adult paupcrisu, both nale and fem9169 has
uholly occurréd in London and the other urban areas M(206)

The appendix to Inspector Bagenal“s report on the Yest Riding mentioned
in detail only the major towas, whiiéﬁ the Commissioﬁers, guestioning
Lowry, Inspector for the North East COuntiesg vere mainiy interested in
péor relicf administration inm the miﬁing and industrial ccntres;
Middlesbrough was the only unien in the North Riding discussed by the
Conuissionerss (207) Clearly the evidence of contemporaries attests to

the low ratc of pauperism amongst the agricultural labouring class in

(203)  Pp1860 (520) Xvill Q.h71
(204) HH32 Hedley ks 9/8/1871
(205) o
(206)
(207)

(L' i)C,} ].n.u-s..!.A




Horth Yorishire iﬁ é@; neriod of the llew Poor Law, 1834-1900, louever,
many of the statgpenﬁsiarc mcaningful only as comparison with the
comaentators’ exéériéﬁce of pauperiém in other areas. Thus the rate

of pauvperisn ambn@dt agricultural vorkers ia North Yorlkshire vas low

in the carly yedfs vf the Hew Poor Law vhen compared with agricultural
districts in the;so@thern end castern parts of the country, and similarly,
towvards the cnd of the nineteenth century, vhen compared with urban and

industrial centires.

Returns of pauperisn testify to the relatively unpaupcrised state
of the agricultural labourer in the lorth Riding. The Poor Law Corizi&sion
printed'aﬁnﬁal returns giving the nuaber of males in eaéh,cduntyzQénd
Ridiﬁg'in Yorkshire), rclieved on account of want of:wofk,rinSuﬁgiciéﬁf
earﬂlﬂﬂ and other causes; not including sickness, accident or infirmity,
in the quarter endinz Lady Day. Thennumbers in the llorth Riding, in the
period 1839-46, remained fairly coastaant, reaching a slight peak in‘zl,G.L.LE9
a year of "prevailing depression of trade and agriculture.’ Obviously =
total of 219 able~bodied male pauporé relieved in January, February and
Harch, 1842, out of total population of 180,527 reprcscnts an
insiznificant rate of »naupcrisr (200) Moreover? thc rate of pauporismi
auonsst agricu1uural labourers was even less since the returnsiinciuded
ugionu containing & subsiantial non-agricultural population, for exainmle
Uhitby and llecth, TFurther confirmation of the low rate of pauperism
aronrst abl c~hodied men is contained in a return showiny the nunber of
persong rclisved in soven unions in the North Riding during the half years
cending Lady Day, 1844, and 29th Scptcuber, 1844.(209) Cne exception vas

Halton uaion, wherce, althovsh only 20 and 27 able-bodied males wero

(208)  Bee Apperdix ® Jahle 1

(209)  Sec Aphendix .
2p16hy7 (100) .,




relicved in the wéfkhcuéés in winter and cummer respectively, the

nunbers relieved out éf-doofs-ih the correspdnding periods were 1,098

and 724 respectively, he contrast between Malton and Easingwold, vhere

a mere 25 ablenbodieg»men wvere welived in 1844, -can only be accouamted for
by different methodétof'arriving at the figures. Both wvere agricultural
unions and there wasc a0 coacern cxpressed by poor law administrators

about the apparently high rate of pauperism in [lalton union. There is

nb discrcpancy in the numbers of applications for relief from agricultural
labourers between Maltoa and other North Riding unions in the perioé from
Lady Day to 3lst December, 1849 (210), the numbers formed approxinately
théﬂsame>prcportion of the total populations of lalton, Béialé;‘Eagiﬁgwéld,
Eeiﬁslgﬁg Richmond and Phirsk. A raadcm-returnléhowing'the numbeg‘bf
peﬁbdyé-regeiving outdoor relief in aid of weges zud on accougf;oé“want

67X in one week in autumn, 1852, tostifies to the Low rate of able=

bodisd vouperism in North Yorkshire.(21l) Thore-ﬁere no such éeerné
relieved in nine unions - 86 in Basingvold, 18 in Malton, 13 in Pickering,
5 .in Thirsk, (all relief in aid of wages) and 7 in Northallerton on
account of want of work, Illovever these figurds included every uciUer of
the family. Thus, in ferthallerton union only onc unémpigiédaman Qasﬁin
recéiyt of relief - the other six paupers wereiﬁis fémilyo In the second
half of the century the central poor lau authoritx printed returns
ahodihg the numbeféfbf able~bodied male paupcers (excluding vagrﬁﬁts)
relioved in cach union on two days of the year - lst January and lst July(212).
Hoﬁé#ér, those numbors included ien vho were in receipt of reliei because

of tenporary sickncess, accident or infirmity. Only in 1885 do the returns

(210)  Sce Appendix K Table 3
MH32 Havley k1  24/1/1850
(211)  See Appendix K Toble &
Pp 1853 (533) LOU1Y  p.ll

(212)  See Appendiz X Tablo 5
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start to distinguish betuvecn outdoor nale paupers temporarily unable

to wvork aad othersg»who requireé>rélief on account of uncmployncat and/or
insufficicat wages. As these lator returns indicate the great majority
of ableabédibd male paupers uerc relieved on account of temporary ill-
health, Yhus, the general conclusion to be drawn from the statistics
of pauperism amongst able-bodied males in North Yorkshire is that,
throughout the period of the New Poor Law in the nineteenth century,

the rate of pauperism amongst agricultural labourers was extremely low.
The propemsity of labourers to apply for poor relief was higher in the
1830's and 1840's and declined to insignificance in the sccond half of

the century.

te must now examine poor law administration im the wholly agricultural
unions of Horth Yorkshire in morc detail in order to assess the impact of
the Mew Poor Law on the relief of agricultural labourecrs. Severél 6f
the newly forrmed unions anticipated the Prohibitory Order, issuling bye-
lavs which prohibited outdeor relief to certain classes of paupers. At a
meeting of the Thirsk Board of Guardiansg in 1837 it was resolved that no
relief be given to an able=bodied man in private cmployment unless he had
more thon six children under ton years of age. Sinilar rules vere passed
by the Boards of Leyburn, ilelmsley, Stokecsley, Northallerton and: Richmond
unions, and possilbly others.(213) Richnond Board of Guardians appears
te have Been discrininating in the relicf it afforded to able<bodiod men,
despite the abscnece of Orders, rcegulating relief, from the Poor Lav
Conmission. Revising the pauper lists early in 1837 the majority of

cases of able-bodied male poaupers vere discontinued or continucd at a

(213) 1H12 Thirsk 20/3/1637 1MH12 Leyburn 23/3/1837
Eelmsley umion BGH 18/3/1837 Richmond wunion BGH 25/5/1837
lH12 Stokesley 31/3/183%7 Northallerton uaion BGH 22/3/133%



reduced rate of relioef:

eg. Uest Layton = Able-bodied pan, aged 36, with 6 children 5/-
reduced to 3/94 a uveelk.(21)

Scorton - Able=bodied man, aged 57, with wife and 7 children.
Eapnings 9/- a week. 4/ allovance discontinued.(215)

Applications for poor relief on account of insufficiént wages from tvo
labourers with large families vere dismissed.
8/7/37 Yalburn township. Able-bodicd labourer, wife and 6 children
uncer 135 years. BRarniags 9/- wock. Unable to maintain
his fomily = disumissed.
Two days afiter this case the clerk wrote to the Poor Lau Commission
reéguesting pernmission to admit_the children into the workhouse, without
-the parcnts algﬁggesting'thgty althouzh the guardians ha@‘pgiginhlly
acted in accordancoe uiﬁhLuaion policy, not to allow outdoof reliei,
they werc not prepére@ to adiiit the entire family into the.workhouseo(EIG)

At ssems probable .that some relief was found to be nccessary cod the
L P :

guﬁfdians wished to comﬁ%éﬂiSé by admitbing children on}& iﬁ%o the

vorkhouse » Seieral applicatibns (%he'causés of vhich ﬁbréknot spccified

but presumably on account of shortage'of>work'or insufficient earnings)

wére refused because the applicéﬁﬁ uas considered "able-bodiedi,

eg. 4/11/37 Gardener, ased 60, considercd ablc, Dismissed.

Larried nan, aged 26, vife and one child. Relief
refused ‘both being able=bodied",

The severe winter, 1837-8, increased the number of applications to such

an extent that the guardians werc coimelled to give outdoor relief,

though they generally ordered the relief to be in kind and scrutinised

the character of the ap@licants; for instance, the board agrecd that a

man, with a wife and two chiléren, who had been earning 13/- a week

regularly before the storm and had been out of vork for two veeks, "was

(214)  Richmond union BGM 13/4/1837
(215)  Ibid 15/L/1.8%7
(216)  MH12 Richmond 10/7/1837



(4]

not a propar~objec$'f§§ relief =7(2L7) In Reeth an able-bodicd éan, hi.
vife and fhfee cﬁil@fén uerc refused outdoor relief and offered the
wvorkhouse = ”Both‘ﬁéﬁing very mean characters'.(218) hen taking the
earniings of applicﬁéﬁs into considergtion the guardians placed the
subsistence level very low: for e#ample,

21/7/58 lLan wund wife, ajzed 85 and 88. Very ill. Receives 6/- week
from the darl of Zetland. Application rerfused.

20/9/38 lLarried man, aged 42. Able-=bodied, earns 9/- veek. 3
children., UWife very ill. Refused.

Thus, even before the introduction of the Prohibitory Order Richmond union
wvas atteipting to prohibit outdoor relief to able-bodied nen and vhen a
severézépégﬁ put pressurc on the poor ratés the guardians maiﬁﬁained striéif
control over the type and amount of reliecf afforded. Uni‘ortu’natély9 it is
ncﬁ}kﬁbwﬁ how far this pre=Crder admiﬁistration by Uiechmond qurd of
Guardigﬁé'was typical of other uniéns in Horth YOrkshire; since the Eichmbnd
minutés'drc the only oneé to conmtain details of reclied appliééﬁiéhs_and ﬁﬁéir
outconic. However, a resolution made at a local agricultural society meeting
in 1830 supgests that there was gencral agreement on the néed to prevent
regular oqtrelief to the able-bodied from becoming an cstablished feature
of poor lavw vrelief -

a discussion on the 'best method of maiantaining the agricultural poor.'-

Meoo it unguestionably most fesirable that the married or settled

5
shall be caployed in a rvegular and stationary way, im profercnce

POOTH S
to the house-row systom, and that on all occasions the independence

i
o< the poor ought to be protected from pauperism by having no parish
allowvance, if possible to be avoided, ...'"'(219)
A3 has been demonstrated earlier registance to the Prohibitory Order

from agricultural unions in North Yorkshire was minimal and was mainly

(217)  Richnond union BGW 27/1/1838
(218) ibia 3/2/1838
(219)
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directed against the clauses dealinag with single women, with bastard

children and nop resident poor. However, not all tho unions acquiesced

in the proHibition of outdoor relief to agricultural labourers. The

most outshoken jbicst vas fron Melton union, which réguested that that

Poor Lay Cormi "Slon rescind the Prohlbitory Order in their union. The

guardians varc QGQQS#omed to giviug outdoor relicf to able-bodied
labﬁﬁ%efé; and ﬁheir families, vho were out of work or vhose carnings
vere iﬁsﬁfiicientg on account of reduced labour demand in the winter
months. The Poor Law Commission's response was to state the abuse to

vhich outdoor relief to the agricultural labouring class was liable and

refuse_fdﬂrescind the Opdor. (220) Has inguold union alse nrotestod

aralnst the Order. The chairman's commeént =

”I think the article rcelating to widous much too oppressive and
alsb the one-refusing relief to able-bodied 1abourers out: of the
Uorkhouoeo"(zal)

sugoesto that there was. ajnrchen51on that the Order uould effect najor A é
changes in the administration of dutdoor relief %o ableabodied

laBourerso In two other unions, Leybura and Bedale, after a short

period of poor relief administration according to the Order, there were
objections to the insistence on the workhouse for agriculiural labourers
applying for relief, In January, 18429 Bedale Board coolloscngreed

to apply to the Commissioners for a discretionary power to grant ouf;elief

in certain coses and under certaiu circumctances.®(222) The requsst wvas
probebly in recponse to applications from agricultural labourers since

early in tlie follouving noeath the Do oorc was requesting the Poor Lau

Commission's sanction to relicve five agricultural labourers. The

Comuicsioners, refusing the request, pointed out the consequences of

(220)  1E12 Malton  10/12/1841
(221)  MH12 Tasinguold 26/1/1842
(222) ¥MH12 Dedale 12/1/1841
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Moo relief to agriculiural laonr' s in aid of wages, according
to the system formerly prevalen»,;n the Southern Counties ... no
long tiwe ‘would elapse befcre ‘the freat part of the agricultural
labOLP“? a7 the union uould be throun upon the rates during the
ulnner,“(2“j)

Ia Leyburn uinion, where "able-bodicd &md industrious agricultural
labourers'!, uﬁgb}e to obtain sufficient‘e:mployment9 occasionally applied
for temporary réliofg the protest against the Order's insistence on the
vorkhouse came, not from the Board but a nagistrate residing in the
union.(224) Hostility to the Order from the Boards of Guardians wvas
short lived and relief to agricultural labourers does not seem to have
caused any strain on the poor relicf system. Although the Order “admit(tecd)
of the granting of outdoor reliei under 2 almost every conbtingoncy that cail
befal a man or his family"(225) the pguardians appear to havq“actéd
corroctly, cither sending able=bodied men to the workhouse or reéporving
the cases to the ceasral noor lau éuthorityo There are no recorded
instanccs of illegal reclief, given contrary to the OrderAbat'during the
severe uvinteor, 1849-50, Basinguold uanion vaived its usual insistence on
the workhouse for able~bodied paupcrs and requested permission to relicve
25 unemploycd agricultural lebourcrs out of doors.(226) The Eoor Lau
Board reluctantly sanctioned the rclief, hcelieving,

"he faripers in umeny places are taking advonbtage of the alleged
depregsion in the value of agvriculiural procuce to turn their
lebouvoers out of employment to be supported out of the rates..v(227)

but the Labour Test Order, issuecd to the union, Utas not requircd becausec
the weather inproved and the men returuned to work. Outdoor relief
granted to able-bodied men in kalton union in the 1d40's was a result of

inadequate workhousc accommodation.(228) There is no evidence that trade

(223)  Ibid 9/2/1842

(224%) HA12 Leyhura 25/12/10643

(225)  A.DEEby "The Rural Poor Law’ p.l57 in D.Fraser (ed) THE INE! POOR
T T O NTOSDEAITH nmuy (1976)

(226) uH12 .c 1d 9/1/1 S/3/1850 7 of the 12 nen, rclicved
on 9/1 /l pO had never rcceived poor lav relief before and the
rcLlQL ﬁ)vem anoubhted to 0ﬁ3# 31.1.64d.

(227) K12 Laminguwold 9/1/1850  The only subsequent request to give

’ »IQ“ll“f to a;rlcultur labourers destitute on account of

snent-ren Lhar Voss iy 1 ))_)
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depressions or advcruo vecather GOﬂaf“fons in the second half of the

century incre aod nhe nunber ‘ations for poor relici.

Althoughﬁbﬁtdoor relief to agriculiural labourers.in the form of

weekly'allowﬁh_és Gas little practiged-in the North Riding, relief in the

ferﬁ‘of'ren§“§é§méﬁ?s and by way of provision of work, either labouring
on the roaés oﬁ going out to,farmsg Were more common under the 01d Poor
Law. For example, the oversecrs at Cajt@n, in Scarborough union, paid
the rents of several small cottages, occupied by able-bodied labourers.(229)
Pauperism amongst cble~bodied in Scarboroﬁgh‘union in 1836 was, by and

La:geg>due.to*the paynent of house rents =

“The ”eu ﬂblGGUOLled nen: vho receive: rellef are nen wis th- large
LQﬂLlJO“ seo ThE 4 arlszeu pay houuo*rent 1(230)

Lton ana'ﬁelmgley unions- =

"th‘naJOfth of able=bodied luboufers named in. tne schedule. hayve
30" o»her reliéf than th01r houso rents o ”(231)

Hhe - -oaky exten81ve relict wlven to able-bodied s¢. is the payment
- of the reats of mon with larger fanilies than oxdlnmryo“(z 32)

In all the cases referrcd to theém the PCOr Lau Commission prescribed the
payment of rents, though conceding that extra temporary allowances would
be requ%rgd; fof example, tho Poor Law‘CommiSSion yrote to the overseer
of Ripon:

""Rent annllcatlons are °uhollj inadnissable 'V, (233)

‘x

””hﬁ Counrquonows eoo PrEcoOimond that notice should he given both to
the 13ndlords and the occupents that the parish will coon ceage to
pay ho ent for able=bodied lubourers althcugh relief in tnlu vay
may still for a time be comtinued to aged and infirm paupers...'i(23L4)

yJ

(229) 1H12 Scarborcush 27/1/1835
(230)  1Ibid 5/11/15%5

(231) U2 Malton 8/11/1836
(232) 112 Helusley 20/1/1837
(233)  HH12 Ripon 21/11/1835
(23%)  Thid 23/5/1035




The How Poor Law:did not eliminate rent nayuents entirely - for example,
as late as 1353; in Sherif?f utton, -
"Thore 5y6 fen cottagés for vhich the overssers pay a shilling a
vear each to the Lord of the Fonor s.. and vhich have hitherto
been occupled by percons reat free. (235)
However, no other reference to rent payments has been discovered in either
the Minutes or DH12 corres 1“0"1d nece and 1ndeed the evidence sug pests that
the boards were willing teo coriply with the law; Léyburn union resolved
to require the overseers to charge rents for all houses belOEgiﬁg to or

rented by tounships and several unions included the prohibition of

rent paymeants in their bye-laws of 1837 and 1898 (236)

Labourers. apnlying sor %élief on_accouﬁt of unenployméent vere often

n

ziven vorl on thg roads.: y x ms 1n the tornshl and in some cases Lb“lr
; . LD s

vages wev, made up from. - 1c ﬁoor rateuoa

“T””"bﬁnshjﬁ Toz uutton ot the yoreuﬁ] having a redund: ey of
nbrlcultuva1 Labourern'avé no adequate means: of - om‘ﬂoyldb thet,
horu1&e than uendlmg_ them to laboir on the roads, aad thé usual
say of paying their' wajes for thls kind of labour hav1nw Teén to
pay a portion .of their wages out of the poor rates ...'"(23%7)

It appears that in the majority of cafSes the nmen vere inferior labourers -

those who ave aavamccd in life coo O ooo from want of skill
or from being sickly are less doesirable labourers than the rest."(238)

The numbers of truly able=bolicd labourers increased in severc vinters and
at times of gemeral depression, uvlen noa resident families returned t

swell the numbors of unemployed able=bodied.

There is no evidence thet Doards of Guardians discountenanced

attenpts by the centrel poor lau authority to suppress the practice of

(235) MH12 lialton 13/2/1853
(236) §H12 Leyburn 23/3/1837
(237) 1MHI12 Easingwold 6/4/133%6
(238) 1H12 Scarborough 5/11/1835
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roundpman. On the contrary, thercigfe.indic&tions that the ‘bvils" of
the rouﬁdgmah sgstem ucrq;génenaiigirec@@nised by the township. In

1836 the ovérseers of Scalby, lat%§ iﬁ¢orporated into Scarborough union,
enguired about the advisability offéﬁyin@ a money allowance to-
roundSmenbanéﬂiagtiﬁg on the advise of the Comnission, stopped the
allovances, qs\b rbsult~of vhich, they claimed, the men mow ... loolk
for work thenselves and find plenty.'"(239) Independent attempts were
nade to disassociate fhe poor rates fﬁom the 'roundsman'. In Coxwold
the assictant overseers uere respongible for an agreemeat, vhich "hag
been a means of partially diminishing one of the greatest evi159 that of
sending a labomrér on the Roundsman, paying o part of His uﬁé§E £éem-ﬁhc
Assessnenty. the labourer too frequcnﬁly congidering hiuseld bnlyabcuud
to carn that part of his wage vhich he receives from the iﬁéiﬁi&uélv in
whosa empipy he is, the ‘other given as relief to his children ..."(240)
wiﬁh:bhe‘éxceptién, the poor law records after 1841 coatain no mégﬁion

of the continuation of paying roundsmen out of the poor rates.(241)

(239) 1Ibhia 9/k/1836
(240)  HH12 Easingwold '"13/12/183L
(241)  MH12 Northallerton 19/8/1848
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Also iﬁclﬁﬁdd in this cnapter arc. cro cections onr non resident
poor and vagraﬁt;j'w?QSO relief cogStituted a not insignificant portion
of the poox réli;f‘expoaditure of thc‘ﬁerﬁh Yorkshire unions. However,
unlike the ocduﬁationél groups examined in the previous sections, their
poverty can not be_aéﬁ:ibutod to the cconomic changes in the uniono,

ssociated vith 'de-industrialisation' - (though, as uvill be shoua in
the next chapter, migrétion ont of North Yorkshire, in consequence of
restricted or dinminishing employment opportuaities, contributed to the
size of the non rosident population?zl This section on nonm resident
% DAUPCrisn = thgt is; the relici of persons wio Yived outside the union
but rewained cnurgééble’to that'union or one of the touwnships
congtituting -tue ﬁnion by v‘rtlc of having Lhelr 1eﬁa1 settlement there -

enainincs, flf;bly, ihe laws rcgﬁlatiﬁg the chargeability of non regident

weérsons, in parﬁicular the statutory,chéngcs that occurred in the cours
of the ninetecanth century and tho impli ‘ &tiens for rural uniouns and,
secondly, the attitudeof the central poor lav authority to non resident
pauncrism as eﬁb died din the several Orders. gring cet out official
policy relating to non resident relief the chapter investigates the

cxtent and admninistration of relief to non.resident paupers by the North

Yor

,—.-

tshire unions.

In 1834 legal responsibility fer the relief of a destitute person
rested with the parish or tounship in vhich the pauper vas settled= ic..
his place of sgﬁﬁlenento he first logislation fixing the principles of
settlement wos tho Poor Relief Act of 1602; setilements could be gained

by forty deys' residence, the renting of a tenemeant, valued at a ninimum

f 510 poa. or theo ability te give security.(242) The law was amnecnded

(242) 13 & 14 Car II c.l2 Seeo

GoW.0Oxley, POOR RELIEF IN HENGLAND AND UALES

1601 u"b (1078) .29



tuenty threc years later, naking it uore difficult to o¥din a
séttlcmént; forty days' rosidence téén applied from thé'd@fe'that
uritten gotice?qf-the person's infention te obtain a seﬁtleﬁont vas
given to the OV“r ecro(2L;) The 1691 Act roquired that notice Qf
intéﬁtion to~gaig a S§ttlement by residence be read out - in chHuwech and
entﬁred iﬁ thc«ové?ééor“s account books; in addition, settlement wvos
automatically given if the person-had served in public oifice for a
year, paid public taxes or had beén bound an apﬁrenticeo(244)
Settlement could be obtained by unuarried servaats who were hired for a
yggfo(245) linor changes werce made to the Law of Sattlémeﬁt in 1834

The Royal Counmissiong on the Poor Laus, 1632=h, sougli to reutric

wvays im which a settlement coiid be obtained, reéoﬂmenﬂing'thé%
- Mgettlenent by hlrlng ard service, apnrenﬁzce; ‘

Peiiting a tenerend, euuaue, peying ratés, or sorvx‘r’ad oi¢lceg

bo “bOllShCﬂo"

E)

Je uettlemont of overy 1A31t1

o

tecn yoaro, or the death” oL ito surv1v1ng par nt aad thdu
,at:thc age of "sixtecn, or on tne death of its sury v1n5 pafent

=1 h child shall be cons1dercd scttlcd in the place in unxch it
vas born.' (246)

Thesc reconncadations were enacted by the Poor Law Amgndﬁeﬁt Act,
thovga_the clauszs vcre not reﬁrospectiveov While recdggisiné the
advaﬂtﬂres of settlement by residence, namely the prevention of the
'unfaif“ Tincncial Lurden on parishos of aged paupers, who haﬁ left the
parigh vhen young, and of the inhumanc uprooting of the old, avay frem

family end friends,; baclt to their nlace of scttlement, the Royal

(243)  I.demes II c¢o.L7 Ihid p.20
(2b4) 3 & & Uill & liory  ¢018 Zhid

(245) 8 & 9 Uill TTI ¢.101 Ihid
(246)  pra83h P.193  14th and 15th Recommendations

Ponigne L
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Connissioners rejocted the implencsntation of settlement by residence on
account of the adverse cifects it would have on the labour market.

"Te will bé séen that we do not rocommend the introduction of
settlement by recidence.(247)

It vas believed that settlement by reésidence would result in " one of

the worst comsequenccs of the existing law, the separation of master and
man e..", the demolition of cotitages,; the forcing of labourers into

towns and the non settled labourer, "now superior, both in morals and

in industry e.. fallling) back into the general mass."(248)  There was

no further alteration to the Law of Settlement until 1876 when the Divided
Parishes;ﬂct declared three ycars'® residence sufficient to gain a new

settlenent.

Louov~r9 dlthougl h, ettlcnwﬁt Law remained unaltered unvll la?o

the financial responalbility for nCn1resideht paupcrs'underﬁeﬁt prbfound
changes as a result of wodifications in the lay defining ifrémeable:and
removable pauperss In 1634 the onlj cz;cumﬁ*anco in whlch a 3aupcr

residing in a parish; ia which he nad no: - oeculemenpycoulc not bHe reicoved

to hig place of settlencnt wvas if the vauher vas unlit to travél. In

1846 it vas enacted that a pauper coukd not be reuoved from a parish if

he had becn resident tlierc for‘fiye;yeafs;

Tao Person shall be rcmoved .., froim any Parish in vhich gsuch Person
saall -have resided for Five Foears nout before the Application for
the Uarrant.v

"no Uarraant shall be granted for the Renoval of any parson becoming
chargeable in respect of relief qade necessary by sickngéss or
accident.’, unless the justices are satisfied that sickness or
accident will result in permancrt disability.(249)

(2h7)  Ibig
(248)  Thid pp.l93-k

(249) & 10 Vict. ¢.66 8.1 & 1V



Irromovability of non scttlod paupers uvas further cutended in 1861 and
1865, The 1051 Aet reduced the period of residence to three years and.

enlarged. the orea of rosidence to imclude the whole uﬁionc(ZSO) In

1865 onc;ydifgf" .dence rendercd a pauper immovable,(251) H.Bruce in

[_J .

The’? se. of Lbe".fiare State,clains that "ecch of these concessions left

,”‘

unchangcd tL» lé@ﬁl gsettlement; and thereforc the Financial responsibility
.1"(252) Contesting this stateéent and arguing that a pauper, rcsident

in a different union from the one in vhich he was settled and rendercd

virrenovable' by the above Acts, was chargeablo, not to the settled

township or union, but to the township or union in which he'residedg I

‘relatlnﬁ to tAO c;anres in-chavrg eability in consequenge;of the 1046 Act.

"efaOL thlu claus of poor, hav1pb been snopned by the ‘uniods

hardshzv uader the ACb ;Tl ing from the stonage‘
the: monﬂnt of the chunge o;;churgoabllityo”

lhsse hovever, and other similar 1nconven1enceu9 vere tie- uemporary
coasequ Jeces of the adgustaenL necesgsary in order to ccrry the Act

1nt0”ofreot and cou1d scqrce1y fawl to arﬁsc unLer any aluerat1on

crcc,‘
andtler sct of harlsheUQ” “ooo the Boards o: Guard1an~ oo relleve
unﬂ~"“tt10a and pnon getiled, but inmovable poor i the sane nanner,

and .- they contlnue the rclloz to their non resident poor who have not
bocome 1mmovableo (253)

The lavsg, bJ progressively redwcing the length of residence required in
order to achicve the status of irremovability, transferred the charge of

nany non resident paupcrs frem the settled union to the union of residences

(250) 2k & 25 Vict. C.66

(251) 286 & 29 Viet. C.79

(252)  MoBruce; Y13 RISH OF THE GLFARE STATE (1973) p.5
(253)  1ith Annva 1,Leport of the P.L.C, 1848 p.32




As demonstrated in chaptor ong, thcfer¢66urrod in niacteenth century

England a polarisation of urban oad rural daistricts; in such a situgtion
the nct effeet of the legal changgs after 1834 wvas to ease the burd@n of
non resident'reliéf-on rural‘unions Zrom which wmigration was taking placeo
H0wevef@ cveﬁ in .the late nineteccnth century non resident relief wvas still

a sign

cant feature of rural pauperism though less so than in the first

nalf of the ninetecnth century.(254)

Under the old poor law relief was frequently granted to non resideont
paupers, although legally they were liable to be removed to the place of

settleronto

;&0' the old Poor Law, by which, in
arasb;ps of removal, parishec agrcod
oug bﬂlonmlng to them by settlcaent,

Under the nelr ¥ ,Law=the &ecisionlﬂhet&er to grant non residcut rotief.

perfs return to the villuge or union of sobtléuoat did

orvgeguiie the p';
not rest entircly with the Boards of Guardians. Their diseretion was
ciréumSCTibed’ﬁﬁicgzﬁain rules issued by %the centrol poor lawv authority.
The Commissienefé uere op@eseé to nea reésident relied in principle:

Heoo 1t ig didfdeult, and often~imposéiblég for & Boérd of Guardians

to ascortiin Lgﬂ vanty and mneans o a person residing at a distance
from their Unidn,; c..." ‘

Moo it is Aaifficult ... to ensure the comnveyance of relicf %o a
mon: regigent paupery ..."(256)

Uncontrollced non resident relief was seen as a threat to the beneficial
effects of the reformed poor relief system on the labour market and the

condition of the labourcr and employer., The Commissioners reasoned that if

(254)  3ra 4 epory of U 1oBe 1873k p.70
ﬂuon dent rolies is gi ven in almost all the unions' " (in
Northumberland, Durham and the North Riding) Vgreatest in agrlcultural

uniens in Uhlch the population has been decreasing." For example -
16% of outﬂoor paupers of Glendale union (a rural union in Northumb-
erland) verc non resident, compared with 2% of Newcastle union.
(255) 8 & B Webb ENULISH POUR LAU POLICY (1910) p.53
eport of the PolioCo 1841 p.69

(256)  7th Annual R




rclief uvere given to able<bodicd ncnfresident nea they '"would beée able

to remain where the supply of labour is already beyond the demand, and
that the noaey paid to them ... will enable them to conmpete, for
employment , on terms, which are wvholly to the disadvantage of those who
may not be similarly allowed outdoor relief in aid of wages in the place
in which they are resident and legally scttled.™(257) The General
Orders, regulating the administration of poor relief therefore comtained
sections on the non resident poor. The Erohibitory COrder states -

“lo relief shall be given from the poor rates of any parish ... to any
person who does net reside within same place within the union.

Proviéion vas nade For Geparture fron the Hegulations, conditional u@gﬁ
the individual cascs -being rcported to the Poor Law Comuissioners wifﬁin
fiftcen dayse. However, the guardigns werc allowed t0~grant aon resident
relief i certain specified ciréumstahdesg without having %o ré@drtifhc
case to the Poor Law Commission. The gxception clause mosf.likély to
apply to non resident ableaﬁéﬁied persons was the sccond, which allowved
relief to be given on account of "any sickness, accident; or bodily or
nental infirmity, affecting such nperson, or any of hla or her f&ﬂ?ljo“(EBO)
The Labour Yest Order made no;feforeﬁce to non regident poor. The
Regulation Order of 1852 coﬁtainéd tho same restrictions on non resident
relief as the Prohibitory Order, with one exception - non resident relief

for six nonths vas not permitted to widows, who had no children.(259)

In the carly years of the new Poor Law non resident paupers

conptituted a sizeable proportion of total pauper numbers in North

(257)  HII12 Scarborough 15/6/1643
(258)  &th @ﬂﬂuwl Bepori of the P.L.C. 1842 pp.70=71 Article III
(259)  Bih ;nﬂualAPevor* of the PoL.8. 1052 pp.17-20
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Yorkshire,

ihe "rlcultural distriets aresrelieving to a considerable extent
wnd,ln great proportion, pdd” residing at a distance, who have
gone ‘to the maaufacturing touns, but they still lkeep their
sotuiﬁgonts in the agriculiural pariches from which they have
Ml"r hedy oo™ (260)

Alfred POUerg giving evidence to the Select Committee on Poor Law
Admlnlstrat1nn, cofimented on the great extent of noa resident relief in
Lancashire and Yorkshire, compared vith the south of England.

"In the North ... to a very great extent the parties relieved did
not reside din the towamship in which they were gettled; it would
frequently happen that all the paupers receiving rclief from the
townghip were residing elsevhere, and generally a very considerable
proportion, particularly as regarded the smaller tounshlns9
throughout both the counties "(aol) L

Data rebn?dlnm non resident pduoer nuiibers and exp’"iture,is~fragmentaryo

“In tny tOH“Sﬂlp of Skz.pton9 f7om. ngrll to October 1092 total expenditure
6n hoor reLlef amounted to quoolEQ&—Og a third of which, £319.8.1 ~d,

‘hg monoy oald to non r031dcntso(209) In 1839 it-ﬁasfestimated that
'”35; 8f the uhole numbor of paupers [1n Skipton union) are non resident,
beiﬁg located in Halifax and other ncighbouring manufacturing towns,?(263)
and in 18£5 Commissioner Clement noted "The number of nén resident cases
belonging to this union is very great ="(264) In Settle union too

"about Qﬁé=third {of paupers] ... are not resident wiégin the union."(265)
The union had two relieving officers; in the first diéﬁrict the number of
cases belonging %o the tovnshins and resident in the union was 172, vhilec
the number belonging to the townships and not resident in the uﬁion vas
78, In the second district there uere 143 resident and 48 non resident

paupers.(266) In 1842 non rocident poupers chargeable to Settle union

(260)  pp 1857-8 (167) XV111  Q.2984
(261)  Ibid Q.2903 |

(262)  pr 283k (M) xviii p.746
(263) K12 Skipton 20/3/1839

(264)  Thid 16/8/1845

(265) PP M 37% (1@1) XViii Q.35676
(266) 9.3676
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formed o similar provortion of the total number of paupers - the number
of heads of familics yesiding out of the union was 297 and the total
nuiber of'paupeﬁfhcadé of familics was 831.(267) In Thirsk union the
proportion off§on réoident paupers was Vabout one fifth of the whole
amount of our chargeable poor."(268) The minute bodks of severgl unions
give half jdafiy exnenditure on non resident poor relief; as distinct
from outdoor relief ond Znnaintenance to resident paupers, for a period
of scveral years, mainly in the 1860'sz. The information denotes
substantial non resident relief though less than in the 1840's, whay

for example; in Thirsk union non resident relief varied from one fifth to

a third of total relief expoénditure.(259)

Condidering that non resident rolief constituted a high proportion

o total “pauperism in the North Yorkshire unions "one would have expected

4]
Q.
o
(0]
3

cition from the local administrators to the réstrictiﬁnélimposed
by the Poor Law Comnissioners on the umlnlstratlon of relief to this clasu
of pauner. The Poor Lav Counistion, in their elgh ch Annual Report, stated:

"The priacin al difficultiessin the way of the introduction o thS

Ovcer [the Prohibitory Order] into the northern couatics have arisen
from tho relief ... 0Ff persons not resident within their unlonav(270)‘

but, with onc excepntion, I @id not come ccrgss. any overt hostility to the
orders relatiﬁéjto non regident paupers in eithefbthe minute books or the
Hwl2 records.(271)  Therc verc nuderous requests for permission to depart
from the Order prohibiting non resident relief and it would seem that this
concession, aleng with the various excoptions, meant that the Orders were

not inimical to the wishes of the Boards of Guardians. Indeed in the

3 p.10
- 1676

[(
@ 0

(269)
(270) the P.L.Co 1812 Po3
(271) ¢ enly union to protcst strongly to the central poor

againgt: :4@ clauses relating to non resident pooz
c Labour Test Order in 1842 and the Regulation Order

Do X0
‘f 62 10,
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early ysars of the Heﬁ'Per Lav a nuiber of unions issued bye-laus
prohibiting fugthﬁerasea.of non regigeﬁt polief, exceptkin cases of
sickness or ac@i&qnt¢(272) Later in the century several unions
attempted to discontinue non resident and non settled poor relief. In
1879 Great Ousebﬁrn résolved not to advance any relief to non resident
poor on account of any othér union. (273) Pickering Board of Guardians
wrote to Malton union expressing its opposition to Malton's deciéion to
discontinue relief to non settled poor.(274) 1In 1856 a neetini of the
Board of Guardians of Ripon union resolved that : {

Mall relief to paupers who do not reside within this union bhe
discontinued o.. no further reliof alloved to non resident pauberso"(275

Tﬁo'de0151on hecamo a pnajor issue in the municipal electlono. gpparently
t@e feéblutioﬁ_ﬁa&'been'?assed-by a very small attendénce ofJQﬁérdians
uithout pfié; n§tice 0% ‘the proposed rcSalgiiOﬂ bef%glgi%gqp.-ﬂt a 1
sﬁbéequent méetiggythgJresolutioﬂ'wg§»r¢§cinded by g&ghﬁ vptééjt&lfive
end non rosiééﬁﬂ paﬁpe?S&CGntiduedvﬁo be relicved as bef6r59(276)

The decision of sone unions not to pay relief to nen resident and non
settled voor clearly caused contention bétween unions. In 1899 Stokégley
union memoxiﬁlisgd the Locgl Governinent Board, asking them to make it
compulsory for unioens to réliéve non pettled paupersiresiéent in the union.
It is probable that'%ﬁis fequest aroce as a result of a receat decision by
neighbouring Hiddlesbrough union (vhich would have a largc proportion of
Stokesley's non resident paupers) to discontinue the payment of non

cettled poor relicf.(277)

(272) ¢g. Helmsley 18/3/1837 HNorthallerton 22/3/1837
(273)  Ripon union DEM 24/4/1879

(27%)  Pickoring union BGH 18/4/1859

(275) Ripon union BGH 20/10/1856

(276) Ripon unien BEN 30/4/1869 14/5/1869

(277)  Stolkesley union BGM 17/6/1899 26/8/1899




In Ju?jab Iasnhochor ullCJ9 rahorting on outdoor relief ia the

T I_a'

district coumprising ilo othu nherlhnd Durham, York (North and Eact Ridings),
stated:
"on rosideit rolief is given in almost all the unioms ..."” and is
"grentest in arrlcultural unions in ubich the population has boen
deCVanlﬂ;o”(a{d)

two unions, those of York and Hull, wheré non

‘.-

He could only llecH

o

resident relief was not given., In tho case of the union wvhere the pauper
resided, refusing to give relief, vhich would be repoid quarterly by the
chargeable union, the latter union had to arrange for the relief to be

transmitted to the pauper by privatce channels,

As ¢enonstrated earlier, the central noor law authority vas niadful

of the notential cbuse in the adoinistration of non resident relief.

According to the findinzs- of Alfred Power, the morthern parts of the Uest
Riding, as indeed all the tovnships in Lancashire and Yorkshirc, wherc non
resident relief was rife, wore guilty of lax administration.

Hihat fact nas been connunlc sted to me by wany ratepayers, that
had groat dl;flculuj in ascertaining Ehe circunctances of the
Pa fblCu resideat at a distance.”

"I thiak that there has boen a great abuse of relief prevailing in
various paris of~that dic tr1cn, fron vanut of proper 1nforxat10n
renjcciing the partits uho’r“auchu ito"

"I should cay that conplaints on that subject chiefly arise within
the unions uherﬂ the touanships are the scmallest: in the northern
pakt of*the Uest Ridins, and in cowe narts of Lancashire oss
those tcunshl 5s have coitributed for a loag period past their
population to the large manufacturing tovns, and as applicotions are
nade from the parties residing at a distance, they had very great
dlfllculty soo to Tind cut the circumstances of these parties so
resident at a distance.?(279)

It becane comnon practice for Boards of Guardians to order their Relieving

Officers to investigabte the circumstances and necds of non resident pauperse.

(278)  3rd ¢ Apnusl, Roport of tho L.GoB. 1873-4  p.70
(279) PP 3.8,:7‘4 3 (16 7),;}1‘1,_3;3; Q.2945, 2947, 2949




Tor. xannTQ, in 1866, in an attempt to reduce the anount’ of non resident

relief; Settle Bpard of Guardians resolved that non resident paupers be

vigited.(200)

'fiheuﬁﬁéréiluiﬁﬁresséon ffcm the available cvidence is that the burden

) 3“1& nt puunerv Sl uas rrcnucst in the unions in the northern part B

1e Heut Rldlng9 Setﬁle9 Sk1p+ong oedbergh and Pateley Bridge, in

partlcularo Lorge ucqle n1gratlon from these regions occurred in the

first haif of the ninetcenth century. Higration from purely agricultural

factburing .

tounships vas numerically less than from centres of declining me

impoitance.

reover, the redundant nmining/manufacturing

tién”téndaﬁiﬁb miﬂrmte to manufacturing LeUJ"*lﬁ #he sameé area

Hex bec&«s 3&t'wa55ac “ccnt o tley cnase to remaln in tlie! same

occunatlon or Jobs uerc Obtdlﬂe tu”ovvh xam¢ly and ‘pers onal con‘caqb0

In 2 r‘r:x.cnltw:al unlons the- aestlnatlon of nigrénts vas nore dlvo;ueo(?81)

Q@orefoip a local‘cr oqcup ional dg;ression wo&ld.have Hore aéVexse

cffects on the non rcsitént poor relief expenditure of those unions,

vhere a particuler econonic activity was in decline and the redundant

poynlaﬁiqn-ﬁds migratingﬂ,thén purély agricultuﬁ:aif;unions9 uhere the

migrating Hopulation was botl smaller and not én&&ged in a predominaﬁt
indust&ﬁg These rea \Gons. uculd aaoly equally to thc manufacturing an
mining regions invthc Horth Riding, for example, Uhitby and Restlh unions.
Hita the GiOULh of Teesside there was greater migration from the rural

Merth Riding in the second half of the nineteenth century, but changes

(280) Settle union Lotter Books 17/4/1866
Algo Ripon union BGI 4/11/1856
Neeth union BCHU 30/5/1845  20/6/1656
(281) PP 1347 (135) X1 Q.1677

"Uﬂcrﬂ vere theJ (1on repsident paupers) generally resident; in the
1U¢”c»,r1L” éﬂgmrlcts°"

nalgabourlng uﬁlog in various partp of the countryo




in the Sett lcnont Lavus and improved living standards preventcod non
resident relief frou bocoming a problem for tiae poor law authorities.
During periods of depresgsion, pariticularly in the 1840's, non resident
pauperism did proapet minor changes in the relief admianistration in all
unions. Ouwing to the scttlement and rcmoval laws the effects of
depression vere not confined to the manufacturing towns. In 1842, a
year of severe trade depression, rural unions received many applications
for relief from non recsident paupers. Inspector Hawley declared

"In the unions which I have been visiting during the last fortaight

I have =-- innunerable applicatidng for relief from non resident

paupers in the nanufacturing districts." (282)
In the early JObOVS, in Great Ouseburn to”a811ng (no doubt thlCFl of
Aapriculiural tormships infﬁorth Yorkshire)‘ﬁhé pressure on the der relicf
systﬁm from destitute fulilies returaing iﬁpﬁ the maﬁufaotuting éistricts

caused the rarish officers to scad men to work as ‘rouadsuen' and farmers

S

to dismiss non settled 1 bourerso(2oj)

hus, non resident pauporisn is
a critical clement in any discussion of able=bodicd pauperisil -in North
Yorkshire unions - alheit largely tenporary and confined to the early

years of the Mew Poor Lauv.

(262)  1H12 Thirsk 1/7/10L2 (word illogible in text)
(283) PP luﬁ" A172) XV p.39
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8.  The Relief of Varrancy in lond

Thc'végrd55 RauQer9 knotn V&Eibﬁgly as casunal, traup, meandicant -
"one who ié;hggc_tpdéy and gone t&mdﬁ?ou" - constituted a spocial case
among ﬁhe‘éﬁigadeiQd poor.(284)  The poor lay authorities identifiod
tuo categéiics Of'pgg?er vagrants awfﬁe Qayfarerg genuinely in search of
udrk,Jénd‘tha;ﬁro£055iénal nendicait vhose livelihood wmns frampingo T
guardians were gererally of the opinion that the overuholu1n” najority
of vagrants. were of the second type. Vagrant paupers formod only a smpll

ppéﬁortion_of the total number of wayfarers and the guaréians‘reﬂardéd

those that had to resort to poor relle as inferior in mcﬂal czar ctcr‘

,Eﬁﬁgesﬁiﬁ'the town in the samc periods(285)

Mhirsk union Board of Guardions described the vagrants as’

tyoung, idle and lavless, Gtotally wanting in habits of nrovidence:;"(286)
09 9 (8 1= ; Pl o ?

”wcut of tliem arec doubtless ce.o fen VWO ... find it dLfficults to
neet with employment at full vages and are teﬂ)ted to travel where
tanlr character or capablllty 6 UBKBOWA ocoo il 185 oo oOfly in,
corberatively fou instances tliab the wandering poor ... czn be.
teormed of the industrious class.” (287)

uarna1l :cportcd that vorkhouse officials in his di*trlctg which ineluded.
the Horth Riding9 belioved that only five or six per ceut of vagrants

vere actually looking for work.(288) Reeth Board of Guardianc, for
instanes, bolisved -

that vagrants almost without exception gain their living by
infrinnement of the law ..."(280)

Howvever, the changes in vagrant numbers in North Yorkshire invariably

coincided with fluctuations in the cconomy. The huge increase of vagrancy

(28k)  pp 1647 (32) 11 Q.1763
(285)  1bid Qq1756

(286)
(287)
. (288)
_:(239)
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in the late 18L0's comprised mainly Trish, wvho had left Ircland as a
result of the famiae to seelk work in kngland, and men thrown out of work
by the stoppage of railvay consiructiem in parts of the northo{(290)
There were increases im vagrancy in the depression years of 136?/8,(291)
the late 1872075, (292) 1885/6/7,(293) 1892/3/k,(29%) and the early 1900's
(295) Tho

l-"

dll in vagrant nunbers, coincidcat uith the upturan in vho
cconony, can be attributed nmore to the greater demand for workers than

the success of the Poor Law Commission's deterrent measures.

Vagrancy was a problem in those upions which either had vork
available and therefoie tiracﬁéd people in scarch of euployment or
vere on the main roﬁfés.frdm ong nart of the country to‘aﬁhthér,;qionb
which the migrant pophlation trémpedo I:luh labourers floCﬁcd.ﬁo the
northern marufacturing touns in thc late 18405, 1In Skipton union the
numbef of Irigch rc1levea in the uwrch qum"ucr9 1847, was 899, con pgred
with none in the same auarter of the previous ye§r°(296) Hany Len
travelled in scarch of employment on rgiluéy construction and other
najor building projects. Ian the ecarly iSGO“s Knaresborough union was
described as swarming with vagroats e, attributed to the coﬁéfructiop

of roiluays in the neighbourhosd.(297)  The Local Government Board

(290) 18132 Hawley &41. 27984/L3 '(Cbservations on the present state of
Vagrancy’®
HIM2 fSasingwold 19/2/1848 '... the greater part of the vazrants
arc undoubtedly Irish
sitilarly in 112 Bbduie 16/2 /1847

(291)  19th Annual Report of the Pel.il, lu6fm7 Pol22

(292) Zt- Apjp:irﬁgyor&ﬁé;:ghq>LnGobo 1078 PU.XXVL = iVii

Scarborougn i T2/ /1879 T OY/5/1879

=

293) }jtli,mwuul IR eiple} hnwoJo IUJ)‘:DO Po3

ARV ' ¢ 'A Po AHAX

-9 po135
(29%) Po99
enow; G ~ pp.136-=7
,uag” 26’5/169b

(295) 10/12/190
(296) '

of1aCo LOL7 o118

(297) ILH.’] > . lx‘JaI‘eo')oro‘_;:-_’;;'b j/’: ’1LJ01 ‘(7:71062



Inspector anticipated a large incveape in the number of tramps in
Pateley Bridge union once the building of Bradford Water Works commenced.(298)

Seasonal farm.work in the north was highly dependent om cheap, migrant

Irigh laboiirs(299)  Large numbeors cof vagrants vere attracted to the spa

towns-of'ﬂgr:ogaté oand Scarborough by both the demand for labourers during

the,ﬁuéy sdiizer scacon and the chariteble activity of the vealthy classes
frequentlng the spas. In 1879 the Chief Constable of Scarborough stated
that the toun "had obtained a reputation as a working place, and that
tf;ﬁpSHfrequently came here with a vicw of obtaining employment."(300)
fmhe uﬁidﬁs, through vhich the Great North Road (the main route from

vaondcn to bcocjﬂnd) 1aeood9 ;ad-a-cgnstan%l5£ﬂeam of traﬁélleysq The

,oreoleu ot des tute travellers was narbicula*lv acute 1n Morth Yorkghlre9

ag it was bgtwcen tﬁe manufacturing towns of thézﬁqstbﬂidiﬂg and

"and the industrialfand minfnﬁ centres of the nortli-cast. In

1888 bedalo and Forthalloruom unions relleved the fourth and s1xth hlghést

DANDCr s OF vagrants resPGCtively in Ipspector Knollys® District of Durham,

L

aunberland, parts of Cutiberland and the North Riding. (301)

¥

The 1834 legort took the v1cu that vagrancy COMO?lOVu chiefly

© and would cease to be a burden if ?eliefg Qgﬁiniétéred
to the déstitute only, was of a deﬁerrent noture.(302) The details of
hﬁﬁ'tﬁis vas to bo elfcdted vere left to the discretion of the Poor Lay
Gomgissiono(EOB) Reform vas piceeneal, There was no General Order
reggfatimg relief to vagrants $ill the 1870fs. In 1843 the Poor Low aAct,

5 &!6 Vict9 .57, enabled guordians to prescribe task work, to last not

longer than five hours on the norning afiter admission.(304) A Poor Law

Boord Minute, in 1848, urgod the refusal of relief to all vagrants who

(296)
(2929)
(300)
(301)
(302)
(303)
(304)
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verc not destitutoo(§05) : A‘circular letter in 1868-9 again strossed
the importance-of:roli eving destitution only and proposcd a suitable
dietary and task vork and recemmen&ed_the bathing of vagrants.(306)
This was consoliéated in a General Order of 1871=2.(307) The
Commissioners a&vo¢ated a separéte cell systom for vagrants. The Casual
Poor Act foy88é cupovered guardians to detain vagrants for two nights,
though a cirghlar letter, later sent to all unions outside London,
recognised ﬁhe~d¢sirability of allowing vagrants to leave early in the
morning in order to have a good chance of obtaining work.(308) An
Order vas issued in 1892-3, allowing a casual pauper to reguest

. permission to.leavoe the workhouse at 50303m in the summer and 6.30am in

the vinter.(309)

Pélicy wa§ufbfﬁulated largely in response to petitions or
resolutions from Béaﬁds of Guardiansg’urging action by the central
autﬁority to dgal éffoctively with the increases in vagrancy. BRoth the
Act of 11 & 12 Viet c.110 and the Commissioners® Minute on the
administration of vagrant relief followed representations from various
parts of the country regarding the increase in vagrant nunbers.(310)
Similarly, the circular letter of 1868 was in respoase to naiy complaints
about vagrancy from Boards of Guardians.(31l) Several North Yorkshire
uniens anticipated the circular letter of 1838-9, moderating the
detaining powers in the 1882 Act. The Northallerton Board of Guardians
felt so strongly about the need to discriminate betveen wayfarer and

professional tramp that it sent to many North Riding unions a circular

(305) lst AﬂDU&T'PC)Ort _of the PIB, 16L8  p.22
(306) ' ' '¢3~%3§§*9 op 746
(307) 1st

] l87l=2 PP AA=X¥4
"—:L‘JIB_ Vldd?=') Po L}'9
P72

o mremeea

(308) 19th

(309) polxxxv
(310) . Ao po6
(311) 1660a9 p.22



suggoesting that the pblice ponly tho detaining povers of t e ‘1852 Act
to the lattor ronn only. The Tﬁbrihallorton scheme', ag it vas known,

vaes adopted by several un1onso(312)

' The adwinistratioa of vasrant relief varied comsiderably from

union ‘to ubions . There was an unwillingness by some Boards to relieve

vagrantsfiﬁ the vorkhouse:

"ihe Gﬁaréiagé~have'not providéd a vagrant vard and they are of
tlio d§inicn;that such provision has a tendency to encourage
vagrancyo"(313)

“To aan1L mendicant vag raﬂts into the wvorkhouse o.. would have a
tendehcy to dlmlnlch +the tomforis of the 1nmutvuo"(314)

liowever thé,méﬁn fééson'wésfiinanciﬁlé'not only'wdé'th ére the COwt 01_

* building vagﬁént vards buty until 1847, the cost of malnueuance vas.

. chargeL to be yarish'where-ﬁﬁb vogrant vas relievédo Plere vas much‘

disé f sfactvon Ulth thc Lnrauclal ba 515 f poor relief, pavtlcularly

from thésc town bip59 mosf ho“v1lg nressed with vagrant oxne 5es:

Moeo8ettle soo is put to an encrmdus expense by vaglant or
tranpers and though a vagrant uard is fitted up 4t the uorhhoupe
(13 Giggle SchLJ coothe vagranis are not sent there as the other
Luardlans yish to throy the hole expense on Sett;e 600" (315)

The:gcluéﬁaﬁée to_felievo‘vagﬁants in the workhouse diminishgd aftor 1347
whe; the cdst of rclieviﬁgVVaégantsrwds transfdrred to the Qo@mop anao
In 13§1~though, four unions - Pickefiggg Aysgdrth, Halton and Pateley
Bridge - still had no Ng;fént uzrds. (316)  Just as the provision of
vagrant vards varied frda uniom to union so did the exaction of task work

and the nature of the relief., Unien policy tovards vagrants was coastantly

changing; uwork vas often suspended vhen the numbers fell and it was not

(312) Northallerton unich BEM  16/%0/1882
g Basinguold union B 2L/11 /3082

Kirkby lioorside uuion BEN 13/12/1882
(313) MH12 Uorth allerton 25/3/1848

(314)

(315) Algo MH12 Easinguwold 28/4/1848
Do Gl

(316) X 9700/?7
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worth the expense of euploying a superintendent of labouro(317)
Alternatively, thefe were difficulties in exacting work when the unioh
was inundated Qith vagrants.(318) The guardians felt that the
requirement of wvork encouraged vagrants to stay around the workhouse
instééd of gctting on their way.(319) In some cases vagrants refused
to WOrkg,intimidating and assaulting workhouse officials and damaging

union property.(320)

Vegrancy had traditionally been associated with crime. Tudor
legislation dealt harshly with the vagrant; for example, 27.Henry Vill.
cj25»(1536) stated -

7Y oturdy begggr is to be whipped the first tlﬂe, his rlght ear
‘cropped the second time, and if he again offend, to be sent to
- the next paol ... and if convicted shall puffci-execution of
de ata as a felon and an enemy of the commonwealtho“(jZl)

The unions: réported many cases of 1nsuboré1nat10n and actaal v1olence by
vagranES'On poor lae officials and property, particularly in the 1840%'s,
There was a strong body of opinion in favour of removing vagrants from

the province of the poor law to control by the police. Iun 1872, for

exanole,; Reeth union forwarded to the‘Local Goverament Board a resolution
recomiending that the management of vagrants be handed over to the
police,(322) Easingwoldg in 1848, and Skipton, in 1855, appointed
policemcn as assistant relieving officers, and in 1861 the Chief
Constable of the North Riding offered to all the unions the services of

police officers to act oz assistant relieving officers, vhose duties
b

(317) 12 Ripon 16/9/1867 23/6/1870
(318) PP 16L7-k8 (642) L111 p.ok
(319)  Wichmona wmioa LEH 22/8/18
(320)  Mit12 ZLoybura 8/2/1848

EA12 Bedale 19/1/1848
(321) EP lg:gﬂ({%) WVii pp.l=6
(322) L2 vavnall 24  L/12/1867

Reeth union BGM 23/2/1872




;iééluded giyi@gﬂfiekets;to “fhose‘gﬁgiicants whomn onAexaminatibn he may
fiﬁd it subjécﬁs £Qf relief ooo"(32§) The Ticket System, whereby
-#égrants wére-iggﬁéd with tickets;;éfating their ident-it?y9 place of
origin, destig&fiqg,,reason for traveiiing9 which guaranteed relief at
workhouses aloig&the journey, was.rejeqted by nmost Nofth Yorkshire
”wﬁions,‘wheh suggested'to them by the North Riding County Council in
l§94o Uhitby guardiaﬁé thought the system had meant ﬁtxamping made

eaéyo” (324)

At the turn of the century the North Yorkshire unions, in common
”iﬁ%ﬁh,@?ﬂy throughou% thé country, were dissatisfied uith the existing
 é§ﬁiﬁistrétioﬁ of'relief te vagrantbg: Hinute bogks fggéueﬁtlj)reie§
tg:jgﬁitions and resolgﬁions;urgingfﬁﬁééges in the system. ibe*féiiowing
aﬁé’the fécomméﬁﬁétions:forwardéd toiﬁhf_Lecal vaenﬁﬁééﬁ‘Board'in 18§5

: ﬁ&éﬂorthallerton-uﬂion - -

1) insﬁfficient unif&rmity in unions regarding the tieatnent of végrantso
2) ;iggdequate distinction between tramp and wayfarér;

3) Médical officer éhould inspect vagrants daily.

k) relief of casual poor should be paid for out of the taxes and hot
the rates, as the vagrants come chiefly from the larger towns.(325)

Unions also held independont investigations into the problem of ‘vagrancy.
A conference on vagrancy, attended by representatives of Boards of

Guardians from Durham and the North Riding, was held in 1894 and in 1902

(323) 112 Easingwold  14/10/1848
12 Skipton 28/1/1.856
Reeth union BGH  11,/1/1861

(324:)  nadtby -union BGHM  26/5/1894

(325) Northallorton union BGH 6/3%/1895
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Scarborough union set up a comnittec te consider the problom of vagraacy

in thc East and Horth Ridings, fecommgnding that "some unore deterrent

and uniform system should be adovted for the suppression of this

exisﬁiﬁg evil o.."(326) Vagrants, thorefore, diifered from other groups
qf'ablé=boaied paupers in that theirs vas an appareantly intractable
problen for the joér lau authoritics throqghout the ninetcenth century.
Atie@yts.by unions to arrive at a regional solution to the vagrant

problen testify to the failure of the central poor law authority to deal

effogtiyely with the migrant unenmploycd. Such 'co-operation’ betueen

thé??bﬁrﬁs of Guardians vas peculiar to this class of pauper. \hereas

¥, byl

that cxisicd anongst thie residout population veflec

ed

Nl

economic: chonge i the upions and was acknovledgéd:to be the sole’

ity of individual ypoor law Gnions, the puardiaids ¢id ot

nd vasrancy as Ytheilr oun probleiif.

(325)  Uhitdy union BGH 26/5/109k
‘e Scarborough union BGiI 21/8/1902

W
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Alternative Sources of Relief

It has been shown that in cortain parts of lforth Yorkshire lcad

ninck cud-tontile wvorkers came o constitute a denresscd group within
the populationy especially during the first twegty years of the ifev Poor
Law, Similarly the agricultural labourers, though not constituting a
declining occupational group nevertheless cxperienced lovw and uncertain
vages. The previous chapter examincd the different ways in which the
early Loardas of Guardians, responsiblce for the implementatibh of the

aecw laﬁg,actually coped with the problems which these groups encountered.

It should not be forgotten, bowever, that there werc other forms of relicfy
in addition to that available from the ‘official® m»oor law sources, vhich

.

had the cffect of mitigating the poverty of these groups of worlers.
5 g ¥ 5 ¥

1. Secon lary Occupations and Supﬁlemennary Barnings.

i s

Oi;the secondary occupations that of farning was the most comnone.

In a rural environment, where traditional industries evolved over
centupics,;gften closely linked with the agricultural ecomnomy it is

not aurpriéigg that vork allocation in these areas still remained diverse
uell into %ae ninetecnth ccatury. In the nore highly organised less

individual based rural inductries - in the leadmining hanlets of
Vharicdale as omposed to thoge in Swaledale and in the rill villasges
as opposed to arcas of domestic handloom weaving - the prevalence of

agricultural activity was less dnportent a factor in tiding nen over

tort
]

periods of recduced enmplogrient. ovtever, ferming intererts, though

enabling the retention of mon in industry to a later date that would




otherwvise h@ye been possible, coulﬂlnot halt the fall in rural population
as the lous 6flfﬂ§pmp ;ﬁom rural ig§gstry forced farmers of small,
unviable\géreége“ahﬁ members of fapﬁing fanmilies to leave the area in
search‘9fféltéfnativé’worko

Haﬁy:mineés ouned or repted 15§a and worked it as a small=holdiug.
in the seventccnth ceﬁ%ﬁry the fragméntatiom of farms in Upper Sualedale
‘had stim@latod the development of nining by creating an underemployed
labour fﬁxces(l) | By"tﬁe ninetecntﬁ-centu?y the position was reversed,
wi;h léaéminers engaged in part-time farming. Various sources refer téﬁ,.

ﬁhéxfgrminr qc»1v1”1~s of ‘Sudledale iiners

11ttlﬂ lqdd anc havc one or tuo coaoo“())

Compar1ng the 1851 census roturns for Grinton, Reeth9 Melbecks and lulker
with the tithe COlloction for 1832, AoRaistrick wrote:

”qgo It iskgeasdnabld°to conclude that onc=third or rather more of
the minors in.bhese four townshivs had some sort of agrlcultural
holding, usually with one or tvo cous. (h)

In Uengleydale, too, "a great many of the niners have a smail ?ortion
of land9 and keeo a cow or tue.t(5) In the 1871 census cnumerator’s

schedu;é‘ for Béuerley, in Pateley Bridze union, sixteen miners vere

also farilerss (on nincers specified the acrcage - with the éxception of a

\_A

farmer of 15 acres, Cthey farmed belwcen 8 and 22 acres. Houcver, fou of

(1) Ao\alstfxck and B.Jennings, L JILSTORY OF LEAD HMINING IN T
JEINTILS (1965) ps3L2-13

(2) 1112 Reeth 6/11/1052

(3) 2;386* 5389), WAV Q.17728

(4) A Raistrick and B;Jennings op cit  p.3lk
(5) pR.286k (?f“"‘jg;g Q.18063
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the Grassingtqa‘mincfs nad gardens ox- land attached to their cottages.(6)
In the eighteenth-geﬁtgry Arthur Yorng noved that the short working
houes. of leadminéré Qngbled them to work their small-holdings.(7)
Although”an cipiit=hour day bocawe comiaon practice in the nineteenth

century, ih Yorkshire the "normal working hours for miners were ... Six

o]

days of six hours cach,' while "Partncrships ef pickmen ... were often
ledt to decide their own hours, and not infrequently worked an hour or

tuo less than the standard o.."(8)

In 1071 tventy of the thirty six leadminers in Hurst hamlet, in

,“eenh union, verc-Also occupiers of land, ranging from 2 to 96 acreo

Tifteen with less than 20 acres. The figures sug &eut ijub part-tine .

farcing yas an inportant factor in retaining wen in a decliﬂiﬂg industry.

?héiifa&ﬁiniﬁg colupanics récognised the' vaTue of the small-holcdings in
sﬁéﬁihg-off destitution. Giving evidcuce before the Sglébﬁ:ﬂdﬁmittée
on inclosures in 1844, Lir.Roper, a landagent in Durham and the liorth
Riding of Yorkshire, described how, es?ecially during the previous
twenty years, the snall proprietors of land had been driven off the
xscn sive eommon belonging to Arkengarthdale:

'“L ro aze constant diuvpubes as te the right they have to Huk
ck upon it (the common), and they are continually Gogiig -
cw, and h1v1ng fights ond broilss there is no cud of the

_n schief that is-going oa upon that conm6n9 constant guarrels
everyone uwanting to put on a larger portion thanm.hc ought to doooo”(9)

Mooo whe miners Ueing the snall occupiers of land, have felt it so
ifpoosible to contead with the larger omes, that they have taken
their gheep 0ff tlhe common, and bave given it up altogether."(10)

(6)

(7)

(8) IN 24 SIGECEENTH AUD
nuings, op cit  p.287

(9) t:of>875

(10)  Ibid y.u075




She land agent 8 proganmL to stint the commen land, so that the nminers

“could turn ouﬁ:thoir stock with a certainty of getting an advantag

from it, had the support of the mining companiess:(1ll)

- beon applied to by the lessees of the leaduines in that
riet Co caviy out such an arrangenent , for thé purpose of
endbling the nincrs to keep cous to suple i2ilk for their
fanllle%o”(lA)

In contrast with the lecadminers the census roturns note very few linén

veavers who also farmed s:all=ho1d1ngs or had another occupatlon9'

ugconnected with the linmen industry.(13) However, many country vreavers

and Bl vorkers probably owned a covw. The managers of New York ulll in F

Niddéféale started a cow club in 18&3 "oeo for such of our UOlk peoole

‘and neig hbour as keep one or tvo covus and could ill arford'ﬁo.loéé*ége

by olckneos or acoident.”(14) ‘“he evidence, regarding occasional work,

_in the Report of the Royal .Conmission on landloom Ueavers, is ratler:

contradictory. Koyser wrote:

"The wveavers Ein Nidderdalel ... would be wvorse off tnan those in
- the toun, but that they occasidnally obtain harvest and othor
field vork o..'"(15)

vhereas a Widderdale veaver commented:

S 7]

cco COURLTY WOAVErS o.. arc ot so likely to ooo earn a trifle
occaswomally by odd jobs of work."(16)

It secews feasibic that country Yeavers vere more accesgible to séasonal

ané paxta61mo fufﬂ vork. Horeover, it is unlikoly that Knaresbof0uoh7

whose economic life, dominated by the state of the linen industry, and
frequently deelared to he declining in the period 1815-50, could afford

much occasional omployuent for veavers - certainly not sufficient to

(11) 1Ibid Q.4803 #The:
“that a certain po

waning of ‘astinted pastures’ in that county is,
i lond is deveted to the keeping of stock,

s
s
3

and cuch peorson 14 vl township is entitled to tura so Bany cattle
. 140 e upon it ooo¥
hid  Q.hMAL 5 °

(13) 186T C.okeus ¥or cunormle, in Hidderdale only 2 weavers had additional
occupttiniiz vhile in Knarebbo’ough there were no linen veavers recorded
as havinz ethor oloynent. The 1851 and 1871 census returns show a
similar abgorce &f small holdlng or other part-timc occupations by

1 .
B.Jennings (od) A ¥ HIDDERDAL#(1967) p.339 linen veavers
291
3
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In a survey oa faruing in the iforth Riding in 1848 w.ui.Milburn

oes the atlotment systen is very prevalent from one end of the
‘heir potontial for alleviating distress of agricultural labourers uas
”1L01y reeosnised. Whe overseers of Norton, in ..alton union, whérce there
vas “ﬂn exceadingly large nupber of siall freehold cottages, chiefly
occuplod by agricultural labourers, Ulthout any dllO ment of land to

them ooy’ requouoel aeru ion to rout eight acres of 1aﬁd tquéﬁlet

e}
L

. to the Siﬁé«QT “their. LLZi;S.'

toipoof,ﬁépzlcq,aécarﬁ tho o“pﬂe;i

1[11 ]_up their tiuo vheu work is sc a“ce and jreventil“*

ﬁU?pé;e'

tnﬂm in .an" 1ust“.ce fron rquFth” to the feliqfl”(lw)?

P s

Xn the ldte iz‘ceennm}cgnuury it wgs found that - %

eous i, peomerally. aiproved of .. 4 by Iabourers and ejpldjéﬁé,in

Hortk Yorkshire.(19) One labourcr considered:
dthat the lend does him good, and has materially helned him to
bring un o large faaily, has not saved as yet, but when the
childrﬂq ore ia service, he thVb to do so and thuS'qrovide.ior
old'ageaﬂ(ao) )

oLicE juu availablie ©o othcr:members‘of

C")

?artetim:’ubrlbLlua vork uas
the_fum13y, a8 Ugll-as to adulg men; Geaﬂrally9 nouever, there vu;
gréatcr o@yorpuhiﬁy of euwloyilent qf vomen and children on Lnevlo"L nd
farus than uplund grassc foras. Ca arable land such work includced clearing

- ar = Ve ~
land ¢f weddo cud stones,

fe)

ioclngy at harvestv, hay and threshiug tiues,

oy

oicking notatocs and tornips etc. Althouph LAssistant Poor Lavw Commissioner,

(17) sherituend ool Yransacticns. Heo.ll 1848 p.206
(18 7/;2/1J+7

polh7



Sir F.H.Doyle, in 1843, strcsscd the ua*tlal and uncertein nature of
female employment in field work in Yoirkshire, except round Goole and
possibly on the Wolds, the historian, E.f{.Hunt, finds no significant
difference in family earnings betuecon the south and the rural districts

in the north.(21)

Outside agriculture hand=lknitting was a wmajor occuvation of women,
children and the elderly in Svaledale and Yensleydale. Doyle,; recporting
on the eﬁployment of wouen and children in agriculture, in 1843, wrote =
in the avsence of arable fﬂfﬂs in the Worth mldlno dales:

7”96; the- DGODTé e BCEI ubmiutchcewbg indoor-occupation; vize. by
knlttwn\ , Jackets,! soi orsV’ Caps’ e»cﬁZ,L’n clever :nl]ter'
MILﬂt nerq&os c& rn S8 in any ylvea wo°k by iscessant t01l but.
on aveia e At uouio ;equA&c indugtry and skill to reulisc 2006d

in that periods a_0ﬂ11 Gy acaordln, to its age and proilclencyq

carns 0d, 9d; up on to Lsyd in the uamc tlueaﬂ(az)

tiost of the.r ident omtdoor Denulon rs, compfising the eldeflJ and
infirm,,lisu cd in a return scat by the Vﬁstry Clerk of nuker Lo e Péor
Law Comnission in 18959 were occupied in hand«knlttlng (23) In the
course of the nincteenth century, as the knitting trade in the- aales
vaned, the earnlngs from hand-knittiag prov1dee only a pittance for

'shopping money (24) A similar decling in -handloon weaving reducad

family income from this source.

Supplenentary vork and wages could sometimes be available for
vomen aud children even in the predominantly male-cmploying industries.

In contrest with the leadmining districts in the northern Peunines, when,

(21)  Eoit.fuat, RSGIOWAT HAC
(22)  EP.LGLY | (510) N p0295
(23)  HH12 meeth 6/L/18%5

(24)  i.Hertley and J.Ingilby,

RIAWICYS T BRICALN, 1850-1914(1970) p.l22

i YORUGHIRE DALSS (1956) p.lk3
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in 1832-4, no women Were ewmploycd at washing or dressing leadore,(25)
Reeth tounshin renlicd to the Rural Queries of the loyal Corndssion on
the Poor Laus:

many vonen aud childéren are cuaployed in washing lead ore'(26)

In larrick, in luk3, "4 coasiderablc aumber [of women] are emnloyed in
vashing leadore all the year.'(27) Giving evidencc before the Kinnaird
Comuission, wr.Contes, who was in charge of the Arkindale and Fell Gnd
liines, replied to the question, '"Are there any womcn employed at the
surfacet:

"Yes, at the vashings, chiefly woimen; the men's labour is too dear;
but nothing like so many women are employed as there uscd to bey
some will not go to the washings at all, they will rather go to.
service. (20)

lio wouen were cmployed at the sucface in the Grassington mines.(29) In
Swaledale and Arkoengarthdale boys evarted vork in the mines when they
vere ten or tvelve yecars oi age.

"eoo If a goodish man has a lad, and he is badly off,; and has a
large fauily aad only his own hand labour, we generally let him
take him when ne will; but ve generally like them to be about
twelve.' (50)

In the Keldhcads line; Wensleydale, and the Grassinzton mines, boys d¢id
not go down the aines $ill they were cightoen years old, before which

cime they were rencrally employed dressing ore.

‘.ie consider that they are better out of a mine while they are
Jouns aad é‘l”O'“?ills o ! ( "jl )

The income of the nincr's wife and children alone could not sunport the

fanily for more than a very temporary period. In 1847 the clerk of

(25)  Codoiunt  on cit  pn.97-8
(26)  PR.AGHE (M) Ll p.b0Ll 2,11
(27) 9.
(28 P05k {,09) 1V Q17252
(29)  Ihid y.lulz2

(30)  1hid 0.17250

(»1) hid
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lecth uniocn described the coarnings of uiners' Twives and larger

children ... (from) knitting

and oceéasional days at wvashing the metalo...!

as “triilesi. (32)

Nuring the depression in the late 1830°'c handloon linen weavers

utilised 211 the family labour. ‘the Royal Commission, 1838-41, heard

[

nat,
"4 pan having many cnildren is likely to put them to the loon as
soon as he can get anything by their labour.”(3%)
"0ur general inclination is to send the children to schools, to

Sunday schools, but in the week they must be employed at work.'(3k)

The only incone velatively unaffcectod by the depression in the linenltrade
vas from éﬁildécn ﬁorking>uway and sending their wages home and of-neMBérs
of ﬁhe-faﬁily ensnced in occupations uﬂcénnected with tue Llinen inéustry9
taéﬁgh uany o¥ ﬁheseg puch as service trades, also suffered in tlhe

recession of the local econony. Yhe importance of assistance Ifrom

he

o]
-

relabives and fricnds in allaying édestivution is suggested b
evidence of Llichard Dewes, a Knarcsborough weaver,
i1l the workmen renaining at “nzreshorough are such as are kept
thore by tico of faally or conncetion, or they would certainly
leave ... 7(%5)
Waile sucl: assistaucs vas readily available at times of individual
~nardsain, during a severe and gencral deprcuosiocan in the texiile trade,

rosourccss dwincled, ecsiecinlly in arcas almost cxclusively dependent

s

on textile nanuiacture.

(32)
(35)
(5h)
(55)

P05
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2o Credit and jSubsistence Payment, Denefit Clubsﬁg&é“ghqgiﬁlo

Even when alternative work was not available to the more
imnoverished groups there wvere still other possible sources of income
before they neeéﬁto seck poor reliefd irom the guardians. The private
resources of emvloyers, wvorkers and the community at large = in the form
of shop credit, subsistence payments from benevolcnt employers, small
savings and charity = could also help, though they were better suited
to cases of individual hardship and temporary distress than to times of
prolonged and general depression., For example, the variability of
factors governing the fortunes of the miners induced tradesmen to
supply provisions on credit. The period of credit, however, was limited;
in 1347 the Clerk of Reeth union described how the miners “after a long
countinued and apparently unsuccessful trial, their credit at the small

provision shops becomes exhausted, must apply to the union...'"(35)

Subsistence money, paid by the mining conpanies, preveanted many
applications for temporary relief being made to the Board of Guardianss
"This [subsistence money) was paid to a miner or partnership usually
every month and was meant to nrovide him with enough money to live
on until the vay was made,; when ef course his total subsist was
deducted."(37)
Raistricik and Jennings in their book on leadmining in the Pennines, writes:
“rhen there was a long interval betueen pays, some form of
subsigstence advance in moncy or kind seems to have been a conmmon
practice. " (36)

As we have seen, in the 183845 and 1840's mining companies in Swaledale

were relieved to a certain extent of the obligation to pay subsistence

(35) WLH12 l2ceth 10/12/164y

(37) Joliobickinson , [i1. .

A e

548 (1972)  p.vl

(38) A.Raistrick and D.Jernnings op cit  p.289
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by the payment of loans and outdoor relief from the poor rates. Various
expedients were devised to relieve the hardship of miners employed on
‘hard bargains'. ‘Whe Uld Gang Company, in Swaledale, "used to make
saall cash allowances; &1 o 33 por month ner partnership in the 1850%s,
or increase the bing-tale rate, or cancel the usual deductions.'(39)
Conpanies sometimes charged the miners more than the cost price for
provisions in order to enable "the masters to give the cost of the
candles and povder to suchh of the miners as do not make vages and are
unfortunate in their trials.(40) There is evidencc that the
Knafesborough linen firm of Waltons also advanced subsist money to
weavers, though how comon a practice and on vhat uoru of occasions is
nox knowno

HPhomas Jlotchers wife applies'for 5/= to keep ner husband and

~family until theoy get tlieir wages. alloued 2/6d if ir.Jdalton do
dot allow them to have any subsist money.w(41)

Clothing and benefit c¢lubs vere forms of sclf hclp couiron to most

comiunities in the nineteenth century. A regular subscription enabled
the Tamily to purchase clothing and bedding and receive money in the case
of illness or accideint. Yhe success of benefit clubs wvas dependent unon
a stable mcnoer"hlp9 assured of reasonably full enploymenﬁo The larger
cmining companies, if they did not provide medical scrvices, often
stavted or subscribed o hensfit fuands. At Groessington, the largest of
the Buke of Devonshire's lecadmining concerus, the company contributed
annunlly towvards a club znéd, in the case of an accident to a miner, gave

money in addition to tac euwount received from the club.(42) In Sudledale,

(59)- u°~alsc”1c"

-~ OF LoAd LXNTIG AN
(“:J) l“,& o.l_.u\) ?

. il seatd :
one J“df “nd i a0 chaage, 6s a week afterwardsg it hés been
cotabilsood uely yeows, and many youwug rlen have joined it this last
tuo e Tsy occacionaglly the payments have been made out of the
nwoor retese'! '
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too, though there verc ne uwedical funds belonging to the swmaller miniag
companies the managers agreed that

"if a nan should happen to receive any little accident we assist
himo" (&3)

However, a Local Uovernent Inspector found that friendly societics,

9 1Y

giving sickness benefit, were little knoun in those purely agricultural
areas of North Yorkshire, where a high proportion of agricultural

labourers wvere hired by the year.(b4h)

Finally, the upper classes cngaged directly in charitable activity
to Le}}eve teuporary dlStLOb&, examples of which pro%i£¢%§§c in»thei
nineteenth century local mneuspapcers. In Jaanuary, 186?, ineleucnt
veather suspended nearly all outdoor employment in Gragsiidstoa - “the

e

sympathies of some of the more wealthy jentry, resident in the locality,

E

have been called into benevolent and aetive operation ..." and a soup
kitchen was set up and clothes provided for the poor. (4#5) In Lnaresborough,
as one of the weavers commented:

“iiuch good is done here by private charity, but there is much
denand for it.'(46)

in 1830 a public meeting, called to consider what action should be taken
to relieve the distressed linen uvcavers, decided to apply éo the Society
fér the Relicf of the Hanufacturing Poor for aid (the outecowe of tﬁe

application is not known) and to raise a subscriptioa, vhich, within one
veek, armounted to £400. (47) Private subscriptions were evea raised to

assist weavers on strike in 1849, A local newspaper reported:

(43) Q.17, 726
Q.532
(14) L ‘ ort of the IGL 1873-k  p.7h
(&5) gf;g{:ii 38 ? T”Guleej:' 20/1/186
(45) ig'lu.l f@)\;,L) KLY pokdh

(47) Vorhﬁhlre Gamette  23/1/1830  30/1/1830

R
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".oo noay tirece nuudroed
oi charity but t

3

ndividuels are nouw #loatiug ou the wvaves
ti charitable silver which now flows is
scarcely able to suppovt thim, ... The local geatry, tradesuei,
and uvorkiap classes of the town, aid them as nuch as can be
exnected, but what 5 as compared wvith plenty oi work and
Good uares.s (48

The importonce of charity in minimisiap resort to poor law relief was
recopnised by Inspector Culley, wio did not anticipate any serious

strein on poor lau admwinistration “unless private charity should fail.'"(49)
lievertheless, the avaeilability of private charity could vary mavkedly

from district to district and it was, at bhest, an uncertain resort.
The amount of charity was probably less extensive in the dales than in

tae lowluand agricultural districts, vhere there was a larger geatry class.
in uluﬂcr(elé cos ”ﬁicxo are pany very podr ratepayers ... the farms are
small and the reuts in many cases much too high 200 (50) and in

119100119 too, . the great nass 0 IQUCpAyers &rC ces VOTY péor 0oo(HL)

Tt vwas, for iastance, argued that tihe absence of a gubstantial, resident
geutry class in the neiphbourhood of Darnoldswuick was a contributory

fector in the great distress thore in 18k2.(52)

1

3. rolitical and

e

Tngtrial Action

L the twentieth centery meacures to solve regional unemployment
resulting frém declining erounomic opxortunities have becoime a major
concern of political and tvade union organisations In nineteenth
century Liorth f?“'silr“ hovever, orponised protest by working men wves

spontaineous, siaort lived and infrequent, and, from all accounts, larpgely

(43) ?:Qﬁﬁi Uctober 1849
(9) o Jfn 157029 peiify
(50)  rateley Lrid; e union UGM 24/5/,1561

(51) 112 Reeth 6/11/1852
(52) w12 Skipton 29/5/104



uwnsuccessful, The textilc workers in the south west of the region,
adjacent to the industrial centres of the Vest Riding ané Lancashire,
werc accessible to Chartist influence in the 1830's and 1840's and
€hartism was allege¢ to be much on the increase in the textile
manufacturing toﬁnshipa of Skipton union in 1842. Riotous proceedings
at Barnoldswick during the distribution of poor relief by the Relieving
Cifficer wére attributed to the violent behaviour of a Chartist faction,
. . form .
vho threatencd to seize the poor relief funds and £g@@ their own
comnittee to distribute the money at a rate of two shillings per head.
Bcgging gangs made "a common practice of visiting the hoftises of the
tmoroﬁr05pcctdblcvcia$3vof—inhabiyantﬁ inygrcat nuﬁbers’au&’behuving
in a most disorderly manner till relieved m’thoy‘eﬁ@eotrmoneyo“(Sﬁ)
dotimates of the numbér of men varied - betvecen thirty and forty- to "some
tﬁg or three hundred.” Chartist vecavers, mainly ybun@, single men,

subscribed to a London daily newuspaper and 'whe ilorthern Star -and hired

a room where nightly neetings were held. In August, 1842, at the height
of the plug-drawing riots,ia Skipton was 'invaded by a Lancashire mob of
some 3,000 persons vho stopped the mills, and put the inhabitants into

a state of terror ..."(54) Apart from a farcical imitation by 30 to
4O young wen frow Skipton there is no indication that Chartism found
much active support elsevhere in the union. The Knaresborough linean
veavers were also more politically active than their counterparﬁs in the
tlorth Riding. Several of the weavers giving evidence to Keyser in 183%9
eunressed Chartist sentinents, for iastance; attributing the depression

in the lincn trade to the loss of the French market, in retaliation to

(53) HH12 Skipton 29/5/1842
(5%)  W.H.Dawson, HISZORY OF SKIPTON (1882) p.285-8




the Corn Laus. bDuring a2 clection nmeeting in HKnaresborough the weavers
mobhed the farmers,

It is some time since now; during an clection some misunderstanding
took nlace betueen the weavers and the farmers, aac they were very
violent .7 (55)

Possibly a rise in the price of corn exacerbated ill-feeling. Thorp,

a lincu manufacturer, octated:

Hje find ... that wvages do not alwvays rise or fall in proportion
to the price of corn."(56)

One weaver advocated universal suffrage,

"if they (the working men] were fully and properly represented in
Farliament, they would have laws made for their benefit.’(57)

Chnrtist,activity,am0ﬂgstbtho wveavers was probably cxasgeratcd-at the
time, thouzh the Harwojate Advertiser, reporting on a Chartist meeting,
no doubt nlayed down the extent of CGhartism in a town only four'miles
awvay, for the sake of Ilarrozate's veputation as a genteel spa toun.

"'wo chartist delepotes calied a uceting of the friegnds at
Knaresborouszh. Very few astended, and all would have passed off
flatly anc quickly, had not a ifcu resnectable partics foolishly
interrupted the proceedings, wvhich led to some tumuli, and caused
a large crowd to congrecgate in the neighbourhood.'(53)

The Chartists vere clearly not welcome in Osmotherley, a liorth Riding

bleacihing and veaving villogo.
Uthe iahabltonts were 5o coxcited that a geuneral hissing and
hooting took nlace ... it will be long cre the peace of Jsnotherley
1
)

bo disturbed asain by any of the narty.’ (59)

vorious forms of dzdustrial activity in ordor to improve their lot. The
historion, C.di.iunt, gives twvo reasons wvhy the leadminers in the ilorthern

(55) (hOD) maii o 001796
(56) (5 - 1) Jddii pohB6
(57) LY

(58) be adverkiser 6/7/1839

(59) Lasls sercury 15/6,1859




- 203

]
o]

npnines failed to create permanent trade unions.

"The leadmining areas were characterised by a stable population
and a low proportion of dmnigrants.?

".oo the leadniners were not orthodox wage ecarners. Whoy vere
selliin, ‘OL tlhieir lubour, but its procecds., Strikes were a

last resort.(60)
Strikes were even less likely in Yorkshire where the absence of large
nining concerns resulted in an identification of interests botween the
company and the miners. The historics of leadmining in Yorkshire mention
only two strikes in the anincteenth century, though Sir G.U.Denys informed
the Kinnaird Commission that the men would strike if the mining machinery
was ineffective.(61l) There was a strike by miners in Swa}edgle inll8&l,
in prdﬁés%ﬁﬁédihst a long delay in‘ﬁhcgpayﬁent of wagesoZ62)lbin lS%3
a strike in Afkongarthdaleg lasting tuenty two wveeks,; arosc over tﬁé
maxiﬁhﬁ‘pfiée to be paid to miners.(63) A prolongeé strike occurred
in tne previous year in Teesdale, resulblnv in an increase in the

subcistence money paid to miners, bub there is no evidence to suggest .

hat there was any connection betwden this and the Arkengarthdale strike.

In a deterierating cconomic situation, such as the rural textile
workers found the;selvcs in the second gquarter of the nineteenth
ceatury, wherc one method of manufacture or one region was coapeting with
another, the withholding of labour and the finished product was an

ineffective weapon in the battle against poverty. The linen wveavers of

(60) Codoliunt op cit vp.136
(61) g;g%h 3389) LAV Q.173738

FAs far as you cin Jjudze ... the appliances of machinery ...
are oaluays effcctunl?®
"Yes; in fact, the mem vould not work without it, they would
strixo.n

(62) AJRaistrick and B.Jenhings op cit p.289

(63) H.hartloy ead J.Ingilby oo Ledb  pe27h



Knaresborouph went on strilic on two recorded occasions in the nineteenth
century in order to prevent a reduction in their carnings. Both strikes
demonstrated é degree of solidarity betwcen linen weavers of Knaresborough
and Barusloy, though therce is no evidence of weavers elsevhere in North
Yorkshire taking similar industrial action to improve their declining
cconomic condition. In Hay 1823 the Barnsley wveavers struck in protest
against the withdrawal by the masters of a perquisite, known as the
fent. Sore of the weavers sought wvork in Knaresborough. Soon after
their arrival the five largest linen firms in Knarcsborough aﬁnounced a
reduction in the vage rates, The weavers reacted by holding processions
,qnd-puﬁlicimcetingg'and fimally riﬁing in July. Yhc sﬁfike, ﬁhicn
sﬂowed great soiidarity amongst the weavers, lasted uatil December, when
many no doubt comnelled from absolute want;' returnud to work on the
masters’ terus.(64)  Seconaly, in 1349 the handloou weavers employed by
Valton-and Co '"resolved to make a strike rather than to submit to a
threatened reduction in their wages, amounting to ncarly 25% ..."(65)
Barasley weavers recommended them to resist the reduction and the men
contributed 3d a week each and the womca and boys 17 -G in support of the
striking weavers.(66)  The strike lasted fourteen weeks, at the end of
uhich Yan au¢cablo arrangement’ was reported to have been effected
betucen weavers and employcrs, although the details are not known,(67)

According to the Leeds iiercury the wages varied little from the amount

received before the strikec. However, there is uncertainty as to vhether

(""

che reduction in wages vas actual or thrcatened - and therefore whether

(64)  BoJennings (ed) A [iX320WY
P el

(65) IDurnistunig liorthe
(66) Thid

€ = = ¢

Leeggv;vrcury 11/3/164L9

WNOGATE Ay MNARESBOROUGH (1970)

crin Luminary 22/8/1849

(67)  Burniston's Horthern Luminary 19/12/1849



the strike failed or succecded in its object. Heither the Select

Vestry lemorandum Book of Scriven with Tentergate nor the Hinute Book

of Knaresborough Select Vestry make any specific reference to the strike,
nor does an examination of applications for work or relief from able-bodied
men in Scriven with Tentergate reveal any inerease in these months. The
number of applications for relief to Knaresborough Select Vestry in

October Hovember and December, 1649 were less than in the corresponding
monfhs of 1848 (though the number of applications in 1848 were perhaps
unusually high because of an outbreak of cholera). The weavers therefore
endured fourtéen weeks of unemployment without mass recourse to poor

relief.

Uniike his countefpart in southern and eastern countie;.there is no
cvidegce“that.agricultﬁralllabburgrs in North Yorkshire attemnpted to
imprgve'their~conditibn by.violence or threats or through unionso The.
North Yorkshire townsiips esecaped the rural riots and arson that erupted
in south-east England in the carly 1830's, thle in 1837 Revans declared
that:

.00 nothing can excced the order of tranquillity vhich exists
throughout my district ... (68)

which was in contrast with the discontent and state of unrest in, for
example, Cambridgeshire in 1846, where =

"Lvery parish in this neighbourhood is ... ripe for any outbreak.'"(69)
The only reference to agricultural vorkers' unions was in 1677, when
Joseph Arch, replying to a meeting held at Staindrop in South Purham,

promised to go to, or send a represchtative to Darlington to discuss the

(68)  #E32 Revans 65  24/10/183%7

(69) A.J.Peacock, 'Village Radicalism in East Anglia 1800-50° in
JoPoDo Ounbabln (ed) RURLL DISCONTENT IN MINBYESNTH Cia FTURY
BAITAIN (197%) p.60
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formation of o union For HZouthn Jurhni and Norvh Yorkshire, to be

A

affilliatod to the lational Union.(70) Sut there is onm ention of
the outcoue and in the abocnece of further information it nust be
assumed thot uanionisution was a dead lettier in dorth Yo dive.

This chapter has illustrated briefly several of the weans, other
than that of wnoor law rclief, by which the able-bodied poor were
provided with an alternative or supplementary income to that oétained
from their principal enployment. However,; in the declining industrial
arecas of rural MHorth Yorkshire, the permanent solution to the tvin
nrollcus Q@ Cin qwsnlaf ClﬁlOVJOﬂh onrortunities and fql@ing»f'j1;01ml
féwafﬂs céme; not from the poor lev mor the various aitérq@éive sourcoes,

out et avove, vut frow the noszt adveaturous mneasure of self heln =

that of migration.

(70) AoJo?e"coc“ Willeoce ;udicalism in sast Anglia 1800<50°¢ in
abhin (e ).
.
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COICLUSION ‘«

In the face of dé-industrialisation wvorkers seeking to improve
their living conditions migrated out of the region in search of work
elsevhere for, in periods of unemployment in the lead and traditional
textile industries, there was little alternative work in the upland
districts of Worth Yorkshire. The description of Heeth union as “very
wild and mountainous containing many thousand acres of waste and
moorland not at all inhabited ..."(1) could be applied equally to
the upper regions of Nidderdale, tensleydale and tharfedale. The valley
farm§ wore-geﬂeral1y-small, comprising uainly grassland and requiring
only the labour of the farmer and his family.(2) Railway construction
in the dales provided only temporary cmnloyment though there was
potential for the absorption of redundant miners with the deveIoPmeht

of quarrying.

As shown in a previous chapter the poor lav authorities financed
the migration of unemployed paupers in the 1830's and 1040's as a means
of reducing pauperism in the leadmining districts. Howeverg-%heye is
evidence of considerable voluntary migratioﬁ throughout the ninéteenth
century. the reduction in the population of Arkengarﬁhdale froi1 1512,
in 1821, to 1446 in 1831, uas attributed to the absence of uimers in
search of vork. Substantial nunbers of leadminers and their fanilies
left the towanships of Kettlewell and Starbotton in the decades 1041-51
and 1861-71, grom Grassington and ficbden 1861-71, from Halhan 1841-51

and Cononley 13851-61, following the failure of the lecadminec. Similarly,

(1) Reeth unicn DUl 17/5/1861

(2)  Pp.1857=4 (405S

e - e,
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the unproductivencas and closure of the lecadmines in Reeth union -
resulted in the nigratien of mincrs at various times throughout the
century - from Grinton 1831-&1, iarrick 18641-51=61, tiuker 1851-61-71,
Reeth 1361-71, culminating in the 33% reduction in population betwsen
1881-91, consequent upon the collapse of the lead trade. IFalls in

population in Down &% bockg Aysrarth, Carperby cun Thoresby cnd
Burton cun talden verce atiributed to the migration of miners following
the failure and closure of the nines. In the veriod between the two
major depressions in the lcad trade, when the main cause of
unewnloyment vas the exhaustion of local mines, miners often moved to
and;ner*miné or ¥ield. In 1643 a hal? yoarly report on tie léadﬁines
of Grecuhow hill stateds

”a-grcator puupor of men being cuployed, wno have floclied to

the mine from others in the neipabourhood, most of them being

poor.7(3)
Phere was little imaigration into the leadmining region of Yorkshiré
in the mninetconth century. 4Yhe Kinngird Commigsion heard that upper

Swaledale had a declining voyulation:

"Fecple have left tho district?? - "Yos.'
Yahd none have come to it? - Hlone have come to it.it(4)

fest Uitton, im Leyhura union, was.tae only towas Ll vhere 2n incrcase

in ponulation was attributed to the opening of a leadmine. In times

of general deypression in the lead trade and increcasingly in the second
1e ceatnry, as the number of ninces diminished, many miners

of
left the industry altopether, cithor migrating cverseas or to the

pmanufecturing ond coal/iron orc mining districts. Wearly thirty houses

)

in Grassington waore unoccupiced ac a rogult of the depression in the

(3) Dackiaouse LS8 n.l 21/12/1043
(&) PR.138Gh (5309) iV Q.17389 €.17390

B it




lcaduines in the 1830's -

tlany (of the miners) weat off to America o..''(5)
A Swalcdale diarist, James Alderson Clarkson, reported that fifty
indivicduals from the dalce had passcd throuph Hawes on their way to
Liverpool in one week in spring 1845. (6) During the depression forty
years later, in Swaledale -

A large number of the leadminers, wvho have been thrown out of
employment by the closinzg of the leadmines, have emigrated ...
and ¥or many years past the leadmining industry of Swaledale
has been on the wane, and numbers of families have emigrated
from that district, going in search of other employment.“(7)

Accordinz to A.Raistrick, writing about the 1830's:

“Yhe main movemert fron the Yorkshire fields .. was into the |
(A t3 of Lancashirce and the.

sexntile or mixed textile~coal diuvtric:

ifest Riding."(8)
while H.iartley and J.Ingilby found that many of the leadminers of
Arkengartihdale in the last decades of the century -

left ... to go to Durham, vhere the conncction still remains

rather than with the industrial Uest Liding or Lanca&iirc. (9)

(5)  PP.183Lk (4k) XViii p.764
(6) H.Cooper, MEN OF SUALEDALE (1960)  pp.32.33

(7)  Ripon and Richnond Chromicle 6/9/1884%  18/12/1836

(8) A.Raistrick and B.Jennings, A HISTORY OF LE&y MINIMG IH $HE
PUHNIIES (1965)  p.32h4-5 —

(9)  Woortley and Jo.Ingilby YHRE VURKSHIAN DALGS (1963) p.27h

o

A bricf account of a leadminer's working life illusiratces the
variety of ways iam vhich a miner coped with the problcis of
unproductive nines and the final collapse of the lcad industry
in the 1880'5. "The mincr belonged to an old Swaledale family,
dating back to thc carly 17C. Starting as a coal minmer in Pan
Hill, in Huker chapcelry, he wvas for many years emnloyed at the
Beldi dill Leadmines. In 1664 ne went to Sardinia with a
flevcastle leadmining cowmany. Ywo years later he was back
vorking at the imkerside mines. In 18669 he wmined for a short

time in Uensleydale, then worked as a labourer on the construction

of the dale's railvay. Whon completed he returned to mine at
Mulker but searcity of work led him to move to Hestmoreland in
the enploy of the London Lead Compony. His final move was in
1681 ~ %o work in the cotton mills in Lancashire.

Source: A Raistrick, HWIWES AND Hin

iy e e &

SRS OF SYALZDALE (1955) pp.l2-l3
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FHigration, combined with diwninished cntry into handloom weaving,
enabled the contraction of the industry in the second hali of The
century to ocecur without causing undue distress in the handloom
veaving sector. Prior to ¢.1050, however, thouzgh the nigration of
handloox uveavers in the ycars of depression was on a sufficiently large
scale to be noted by several enumerators in their returns to the central
census authorities, it could not relieve the problems of the declining
handloom weaving sector eantirely. 7The substitution of power for hand-
weaving vas blamed for the decremse in the populations of several dotton
mauufactﬁring tounships in north west Yorkshire., ¥alls in the powulation
of Tent., Arncliffe, larton, Couling, between 18%lgiliwgnd_gf antirﬁarpqng
Sdltcrforthg Cowling, Cononley, Bradleys 3oth, betwcen 1841-61, were
att:ibuted specifically to the decline of handloom weaving. Ia scveral
other tounships in Settle and Skipton unions ‘want of euploynent', wiich
forced families to move away, provably reflccted the declinihg state of
thae hantloom weaving sector; their destination wacs invarienly the
‘manviacturing districts'. Handloom weavers and their families were
stated to have left linen centres in Worthallerton and Stokesley unions
between 1041 and 1651 7in secarch of omployment® ia ‘'more prosperous
1oc?li*‘oie5”° ‘"he number of ennty houses in Knaresboroush was indicative
of the extont of nigration fron the towan in the 1330's and 1840's; in
1833 about 400 houses were estiuuted to be empty and in 18%9 150,(10)
wvhile it was renorted in 1E44 that Yenpty houses are numerousis (11)

Yhe Asnistant Conmissioner, enquiring into the condition of linen

veavers ia Knarcoborough was told:

(10)  Lwo 10k (Ah)xxvi. p.728 ’
: o m) KHALL pohdh

(11) Jerropcte Advertiser /671844



Miany veavers oo are daily guitiing ... to seek employnent as
veavers clsewhere.-(12)

TThis fallinpg off [in pepulation) is attributed to the weavers
leaving Knarcshorough, and going to Barnsley and other places."(13)

Az the above guotes sugpest the weavers vetained their usual occunatvion
and moved nrincipally to the ‘'more congenial clime of Black Darnsley®.(1l4)
However, with the gencral decline of the linen industry and the expansion
of industrial, urban centres in the north, weavers increasingly left the
industry altogether.(15) Several families from Hutton Rudby wvent to
Hiddlesbrough, while in spring 1848, "the tide of emigration® was
reported to be "flowing throughout Kidderdale, Jithin the past month,
nuibers. of ortisans and farm labourers have left the scohgfof,uﬁeir,
nativitﬁ?in this rouantic vale in hone of bhettering théiz‘cdﬁéition in

the 'far vest'.7(16)

For was mipration confined to the industrial sector of lomth
Yorkshire. After 1851 the population of many agrlculturﬂl tounships,
vhich had been Steadily increasing in the previous half ceatury, feil;
the loso of population was generally attributed to the agricultural
depression, emigration and movement of families to manufacturing districts

in seawch of cuployment,(l7) In the 1860's and 1870's migration of

(12) ) (111 poh88

(13)

(1) larch 1850

) 9 ;gg_ FLAX SPYiERs (1960) pp.21h<5

in he mid 1&#0”81“*arnulov engaged an additional tuo hundred
Uonqc"s vho nad left Knaresborough in search of wmore vegular
vor!

(15) mcc<upgendix 11 Also PP.1852-3% (163%2) LIVl Div.lI

hcglatrﬂ ion Districts of utokOSTey and
Norvhallerton.
(1€)  Harrorate Advortisez  6/5/1840
1eduh2a3 (1652) L lVi  Divelx
In Legictration District of Knaresborough - Marton, Little Ouseburn,
Thorp Underwoods.
Ripon - several tounships
Scarborough = v 1
Halton - Yestow sub=district; Hovingham
Lasingvold - Fasingwold subdistrict:
Hewburgh, Huby.
Yhirsk - Sutton, Knayton, Youcliffc.
Lejaarn - liealey W outbong MQui@be

cowelmsler # wirny L onriidel s \uaotlnghddg
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agriculiural labourers was in rcopounse both to reduced demand for labour
locally and higher vages that could be carned elsevhore.(l8) One
destination was the Cleveland irow mines:

"The better wvazes,.as couvared vith the agrieunltural vages have
brought a very respectable clegs of agricultural labourers 00o(19)

ith the decline in the population of rural Horth Yorkshire, in
the coursec of the ninetecnth century, the population became a more aged
one. Again, the chanze in age structurc was more marked in the former

leadnining and textile unions; for example,; in Reeth union the proportion

-~

of the population under 15 years = 40,055 in 1651 « had fallen to 32.4%
by 1891 - vhile the proportion of the population a’cd 60 and above uad
risen from 7.67% to 10.9%. <“his is in coantrast with the d&rlcdl ural
union of llalton, where, in the swmge period thc proportions changed
little - the under 15 years formed 35.3% and 35,55 of the ponulation

in 15651 and 1891 respectively and the over 60's = 9,295 and 9.9.5.(20)

(18) PP, 106? (_))‘Sn . Diveli
k}{ lu/Z ( - l‘)_w ‘le leolA
71o chlobTﬁt10ﬂ District of Creat Ouseburn = Horton lc Clay,
Upper Juasforth, bBranton Green, uorougabrldgeo
Ripon = Baldersby;, Bishforth.
Lcarvoroush - Pollkkton, Gristhorpe, Lebbersition, WYillerby, Sherburn.
;clmulcy = Amnleforth 8t.feter.
Lorthallerton - Subdictrict Appletom upon dislke, Northallerton.
ualt01 - Knapton, Wintringhan, Thorpe Basscit, Scagglethorpe,
Yhirliloby, Leppington, Yiestou, uenﬂctnorpeo )
sasingwold = Iuby, Stillington, Craike, Raskelf, Flauith,
Tholthorpe, Culston.
h skt - Topcliffe, Pickhill Y.Roxbhy, ilaunby, Newby Wisnle
disgtrict of Sutton.
cdale = subdistrict iiashan.
Leyburn = " widdalehano.
luu“grth = Bainbridge.
dichiond - Becorten, Uckerby, Bolton upon Swale, Gayles, Dalton,
avensuorthe
(19)  Prolbsy (241) XL Q.4700
(20) Seec Appendix il Pable 1
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The following is a nore detailcd examination of the process of
deindustrialisation as reflected in the changing labour force of the
linen weaving indastry. In the course of the nineteenth century there
wvas both reduced entry into and increaseced movement out of the indestry
by younger men. The number of weavers with young families diminished
and the number of older wen, with no dependents, save nerhaps a wife,
increased.(21) The earnings from handloom vweaving, often insufficient
for the maintenance of a large, young family, were more likely to be
adeguate for the needs of a single man or aged couple, esnecially if
supplemented by a grown up family or poor relief. It is possible to
conclude that, apart-from the deprcosioens of the 1830%s and- Lolo's,
nigration enabled a balance to be rnigintained betwecen the finaancial
returns erm,han&lqom‘UCa#ing and the financial requirements of the
vorkforce., In thé course of the nineteenth ceatury, as the number of
handiloon veavers declined go their average age:incregsedo(EE) The
trené vas nost m&fkod in Nidderdale; the number of weavers zZecll from‘
240 in 1641 to a mere 27 in 1871 - the corresponding increase in their
averasze age was from 41,9 to 68,0 yecars. In Bishopside9 howvever, vhere
aprroxiviately helf of the Midderdale veavers resided, the average age
vas slightly lover = 36.1 inm 1841 and 6l.5 in 1871, Therc wos a sinilar
rise in the average ages and reduction in the nudbers of weavers in the
hancloon weaving towachips of Avpleton WUiske and Hutton Hudby, though
the lower average age in 1841y comparcd with Nidderdale, suggests that
the declinc of hand weaving in Nidderdale had started carlier and
progressed further in 1041. The increase in the average age of weavers

in Drompton mod Knaresborough was leos marked thon in the soaller,

(21)  See Appendix ©

(22) See Appendix [ wable 2




exclusively handloom woaviiy townuships. This was partly due to the
presence of poucrloorm weuvers, vhose average age tended to be lower thean
that of handweavers.(23) Owing to the failure of enunerators to
congistently distinguish betueen powver aad hand loom weavers an accurate
count of the average age of hand weavers can not be made. I counted all
nale weavers iu Knaresborough in five-yearly age groups excluding those
specifically described as pouwer lqom veavers; the mest numerous age
group was 15-30 years in 1841, 35-50 years in 1651, 40-55 years in 1861
and 55-70 years in 1871, The results obtained in this way indicatc a
nore marked ageing weaving population between 1641 and 1871 than do the

average-of all nale wveavers.(24)

he poor lau material would suggest that,; once the rcsources of
self-help and charity had bécone exhausted, - except in the years of
depression in the 1830's and 1840's ‘vhen widespread unemployient
existed side by side with lov wages?, (25) - the poor migrated bofore
the need to apply for poor relief bécame imperative. Hven though the
various communities in the region retained an optimism in the fubure
fortunes of their industry and so opposed migration - (the textile
naanufacturing districts for example, argued that distress was caused by
the low price of the finished product and not over production and that
the industrious weavers would migrate, leaving behind Y"the idle and
impotent'’,(26) and without weavers "we must give up the trade” - and =
joy go wvith it”o(275>m wany veavers still opted to move to other

cmploynent outside North Yorkshire. The extent of distress relieved

(23) in 1861 in Osmotherley the average age of handloom weavers was
56,4 years vhile that of powerloom veavers was 29.8.

(2k)  Sce apnendix M ‘Cable 3

(25)  G.D.7.Colc and R.Postgela,

(26)  PR.A63h (Bh) ULV p.b27

(27)  PRologh (W) 30l
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by the puardicns gradually diminished, until by the second half of the
century, able-bodied pauperisn was minimal, not only in the agricultural
unions but alsoc in arcas of declining industrial activity. The gradual
Civappearance of able-bodicd pauperisu, as uarket Torces were alloved to
overate without interference from poor law relief in the form of
allowances in aid of wages, would seem therefore to represent a
vindication of the principles of '1834'. 'hat the vorkhouse deterred
applications for able<bodied relief and encoura@ed.men to seck work
rather than accept inmaintenance as the only form of relief available
can not be denied. ‘?he abhorrence of the workhouse, shared by all

classes of the »oor, is cleorly illusitrated in the case of an elderl;
z 9 y _ ' I

ouvtdoor pauner in Heeth uaion, who

Mlays in a post miscrable and neglected condition,

having “had hitherto that horror snd dread of the Union louse

tunt he refused ©o go in ooo" “he haviag all along doeclded

e ‘would rather éic than go. (20
Yet as the precedins chapters have shoun, the [lew Poor Law, as envisaged
by the advocates of "less eligibility', can not take the cntire creédit
for the reduction in and eventual absence of an undereuployed, subsidised
lavour ¥Fowrce in ¥orth Yorkshire. Orders compelling the administration
of iadoor relief vere not implemented for several years after 1634 and,
incect, in a number oif unions, outdoor relief to the able-bodiecd vas
never disalloved. IMevevtheless, by the late nineteenth century, able-
bodied pauperism was as rare in these unions as in those opcrating
under the Prohibitory Order. Iven in these declining industrial areas,
curing the early years of the New Poor lLaw, outdoor, able-bodied relief
vas not a wermanent ICeature of noor lav administration but coincided

3

with poriods of 4ew;

“J
D
]
]
iy

Lo in the economy penerally, when vork elseuvhere

+

vas sinilarly cestricted, therchy both putting a brake on migration out

(28)  neoth umion. LG

Gt 20 uacmployed men in Bolton parish,
tne oversger For reliel, not a single omc
s for relief, following the Foor
to alloy the parlsh to raise ouvreliel

Gusediion

135~JGQHCC oi the wvorkhouse for thaue men,
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of the declining arcas and causing a proportion of non-resident families
to return to their place of scttleuwent and so swell the anumber of
unemployed. f.oreover, though it wvas oviginally intended that
responsibility for the abolition of outdoor relief would rest solely with
the central poor law authority, in practice, iuch discretion as to the
Torm of relief rensined with the local aunthorities. u&ven if the policy

of 'less eligibility' had becn fully implemcanted, with none oif the loon-
holeg that did exist, the suppleuentatiaon of labourers' ‘wages by voluntary
agreemént aﬁongst ratepayers vould still have been possible = yet there is

aqde

no indication that it wasc resorted to except Hn isolated occasions in the
worst years of--econocuic depression. lt'uqq circuugtances peculinr-té
the region rather than implesentation oi the grinciples-of '1654‘;‘tnat
reclised the aims of 18347, Unlike the expanding urban districts and
the agriculiural countics of the south aand east, Cepeandent on’seasonal
ewnloynent of labour, the poor lau authorities were 1ot iaced w1'h a
sceninnly intractable problenm of pauperism amongst the ablc;bodiedo
ReGuced entry into the declining industries, combined with movemeht out,
resulted in a diminishing rescrvoir of able~bodied paupcrisnm in lorth
Yorkshireo. Ls it becawme clear that the proccss of deindustrialisation
vas irreversible the objectives of the guardicns correspouaed vith those
of the central poor law authority; there was little teuptation to sﬁend
ratepayers' noney in ordér to rectain a surnlus population, particuiurly

since alternative employuent was rcadily accessible within relatively

chort migrating distance frow traditional industrial areas. The workiouses
can thercfore be regarded as irrclevant to and, as non-able paupers

forned an increasiag proportion of the tetvcl, inappronriatce for the

probleas of poverty in North ¥Vorishire. The success of the ilow Poor Law

lay in the gracdual introduction and incomplete implenicntation of the
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law, redlecting an ability and willingness of the central administrators
to compromise and adant to local conditions, while retaining a limited
but persistent dernree of coercion and persuasion, without which
undoubtcdly, anutdoor relief and the retention of men in declining

occupations would have continued longer.






aq

APPENUIX B - Table l. Population of Horth Yorkshire unions, 1831-1901

Union 1831 | a8y | 1851 | 1861 | 1871 2881 | 18or | 2901
AYSSarth = = = 5 96L{9 5 91{'72 LF$L|'82 47'/46 [‘}'9506
Bedale 8,548 | 8,506 | 8,972 | 8,650% 8,430 | 8,270 | 8,228°] 8,436
(9,115) (8,932)
Eesinguold 8,010 |11,323 111,450 |10,148 {10,011 | 9,533 { $,857 | 9,909
1 (10,211) (10,494)
4
Helmsley 11,207 |12,010 ] 6,832 | 6,093 | 6,056 | 5,919 | 5,626 | 5,176
Kirkby H.side - 5,932 | 5,624 | 5,739 | 5,661 | 5,514 | 5,093 | 4,791
Leyburn 10,497 | 9,957 | 10,057 |[10,104F] 8,705 | 8,323 | 7,635 | 6,748
| 5 (9,640)
-iialton 120,951 - }a21,9k9- 23,129 | 25,482 ~|22,082 (23,0277 21,662 |20, 450
. A - ; ‘ . .l o
Northallerton | 16,459 (12,575 1 12,460 {12,174 [11,626 |11,884 | 11,272 11,590

| Pickering 9,475 10,251 | 2,978 |10,547 12,737 10,678 | 10,474 [10,059
Reeth 7,020 | 6,758 | 6,822 | 6,195 | 5,370 | 4,717 | 3,217 | 2,520
Richaong 17,927 [13,475 | 15,843 | 13,456 |13,558 |13,458 | 12,655 11,725

Scarborough 17,920 |21,305 | 24,811 | 50,424 56,556 |4%,265 | 16,049 |51,110
k

Stokesley | 9,618 | 9,046 | 8,665 |10,361 10,750° (12,009 | 11,119 11,247
‘ 11,640) 1
Yhirsk 12,013 [12,639 | 12,760 |12,299 [12,168 [12,840 | 12,1837 [12,710
| 1 ' (13,016)
< Unithy 19,882 20,100 | 21,595 | 23,634 25,791 (26,409 | 24,407 21,743
Gt.0useburn - - 12,167 |11,532 |11,698 |11,955 | 12,064 ™| 9,574
‘ (9,416
Knaresborough - - 15,473 117,176 [19,076 22,634 | 27,158 |+0,504
Pateley Bro 7,686 | 7,299 | 7,580a] 9,534 | 8,686 | 8,94k | 7,761 | 8,040
(9555%)
“Ripon - - 15,993 15,742 115,967 16,4471 16,050 o[15,529
(15,635)
secbergh o711l | L,836 1 N 57k | 4,396 | 4,990 | 4,079) 4,040 | 5,935
Jettle 14,322 114,095 | 13,762 |12,529 | 5,3+ 15,802 | 1,071 |ik,319
Skinton 25,285 (28,736 | 28,764 |28,398% |32, 400 [37,09% | 38,948 45,261

concid
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Appendix B - Table 1 - cont’

)

The dicennial figures nmust be treated with caution - account should
be taken of changes in the sizc of the union., Uhen union boundarics uere
altered the central poor law authority made the necessary changes to the
population statistics in their Annual Reports by subtracting or adding
the population of the detached or annexed township from or to the union
total. Thus, by comparing the population figures in the Annual Returns
it is possible to locate the year and the extent of the changes in
population as a résult of alteration in union size; these changes are
mgf§§dm£;qm‘aftpp£2“§p the Tgbleo Thgre were several imsignificant
difféggncos ia union populaﬁién‘in the intercensal ycars in the cecond
holf oijﬁheVninoteeﬂtﬁ century, vhich have becn omdtted from ‘the Tabléav
Yhers nogulation éhanges occurred inrthc interCcnsai'jeafs, buﬁ ﬁhbre_is
ndreviéence of any corresponding alteration in uaion size, it is probable

hes

o -

that the uniom boundaries were altered as a result of the Vivided Pari
Acts, 1876, 1879 and 1882, Local Government Acts of 1888 and 1894 and the
inclusion of extra-parochial places following the Act of 1868, %1 and 32,

Viet. ¢, l22.

a - In 1869 Bedale gained several tounships ~ Burton upon Ure, Burgroll
vith Cowling, Clifton upon Ure, HookwitR, Thirn, Carthorpe.

b = 18905 Union Doundary Altcrations (UBA)

- 1895 UBA

d - In 1848 Helmsley lost Kirkby loeorgside, Great and Little Ldstone,
Fadnoor, Fariddale (low guarter), @illimoor, Bransdnle Yest,
Muscoates, ievton, Hortholme,; Skiplam, Yelburn, Uombleton, Hutton,
East and Yest Farndale, Hunaington.

e = In 1849 Kirkhy ioorside gained Appleton le Lioovs, East and West Ness,
Hexnanby, sSalton, Thornten Rischorough.

f - In 1869 Leyburn lost Burrell, Burton upon Ure, Thim, Rookvick,
Clicton upon Ure,

cont'’d
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Appendix I - Yacle 1 = cont'd

1}

e o .t g e St

In 1849 iialton lost Salton, Sast ond Yest less.

In 1059 Worthallerton lost Langthorne, Dedale, Aiskew, Cralichall,
Firouy, dand Grange, Ainderdy lhyers, uwckforth, Eillerby, Yhornton
Vatlass, Liridby rleetham, Scruton.

In 1349 Pickering lost Appletoan le lloors, Thornton Riseborough,
Mornanby .

In 1840 Richuond lost Arliengarthéale, Fllerton Abbey, Grinton,
lharrick, Reeth,

In 13675 Btokesley gained Picton, Yarm, Castle Leavington, Kirk
Leavington, iligh and Low Worsall, and lost Hemlington and larton.

1595 UBA
15695 UBA

In LoSh Pateley sridge pained Dirstwith, Clint, Lishop Yhornton.

Source: Dictiorary of Unioms, Parishes, Wownships,
Hamlets in BEngland and ‘Jales (2nd ed)
Lonuon, Knight & Co. @Bl
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ble 2. Population of

S 1 VR

some of the wmajor towns in lNorth
Sagland. 1831=-1901. (in 1,000s)

Abstract of British AxstOPlggi
PP b 6

R s e

SL&bLuLlCS (1o62y

1031 gkl 11851 Lﬁﬁl 1971 18061 1891 1901
Bradford Ly 67 104 106 146 183 216 230
lialifax 22 28 34 57 66 7h 90 105
Huddersfielad 19 25 31 %5 70 82 95 95
Leeds 123 152 172 207 259 309 368 429
Blackburn 27 37 Y 63 76 101 120 128
Jolton Lo 51 61 70 83 105 115 168
. Liverpool 202 286 376 bt 4935 553 518 585
Lianchester 182 235 303 539 351 341 505 | shb
~ Uldham 32 Ly 53 72 83 111 131 137
Preston 34 51 70 83 85 97 108 113
Uigan 21 26 | 32 39 39 |4 | s | &
liiddlesvrough - 6 8 19 40 55 76 | 51
Mewcastle 54 70 38 ‘109 128 145 186 vals
Sunderiand 59 b3 65 78 98 117 131 145
Source: BoRoHitchell and P.Beane,
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APPENDIX B - Table 3. Population of the town and union of

Scarborough, 1831 - 1901.

1831 ERSLN 1651 1661 1871 1681 1891 1901
Scarborough T 8,760 | 10,048 {12,915 | 18,377 | 24,259 |3%0,504 %%,776 | 56,161
(with Falsgrave)
Scarborough 17,920 | 21,505 | 24,611 | 30,524 | 36,556 43,265 16, bl9 51,110
union




APPSHDIX B - Table L

Cmtes

Fopulation of the Lownships and parishes in
Knaresborough union, 1601 - 1901

Aan

1801 1811 1821 1651 | 1841 1851 1861 1871 1861 1691 +901
Biiﬁ;gggigh 1,195 11,565 | 1,93k | 2,812 | 3,572 | 3,k3h #1563 8,775 5279 13,143 19,285
pannal 759 oLk | 1,31 | 1,261 | 1,513 | 1,376 1,587 1,893 2, 5H7 34335 7,300
Knaresborough 3,588 b ,5h2 5,203 5,296 L, 678 4,879 4,848 4,818 5,065 09551 74730
Killinghall b6 185 519 545 559 569 746 o5k 678 671 809
Scriven 81k 855 | 1,373 | 1,598 | 1,h35 | 1,413 1,42t 15360 15451 LyhL 1,656
Breaton 146 175 226 2483 201 241 a5 LBk 162 150 125
Burton Leonard 352 L33 518 553 L55 L5y 597 60 431 574 363
Farnham 1%9 Lo 1 169 170 1%7 165 146 155 118 129
felliscliffe L2k 597 582 351 6% %82 7 321 526 278 311
Ferensby 86 96 110 133 112 122 86 106 117 100 98
Flaxby 66 59 78 96 102 117, 76 81 61 53 53
Follifoot 275 522 293 527 355 367 +19 HOk #96 487 293
Goldsborough 177 177 195 167 239 246 260 210 211 225 177
Hampsthwaite 139 1418 490 L5 455 61 o135 48 57 590 71
Haverah Park 71 76 &7 96 101 10% 100 8l oh 7L 2ve
Hidad 114 120 36 110 114 114
Flompton 191 190 208 221 229 207 219 173 166 171 178
Ripley 270 27% 251 270 28% 283 530 260 291 253 236
Scotton 220 297 297 312 298 297 s2l 306 291 2350 287
Sth.Stainley 217 216 2%2 L3 206 P 259 2h2 215 188 190
Walkingham . 17 2l 25 2l 21 28 27 25 52 20
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ropulation oi the Lownshlps and Da?l)hcu in

- ~Slrphor-wroms—— oL =190t -

contbtd

3 1
1801 1811 1821 1831 1841 1851 | 1861 1871 1881 1891 1901
Skipton 2,305 2,860 5,411 4,181 L, 32 5, 0hke 5,454 6,078 9,091 10,376 11,986
Barnoldswick 769 392 1,554 1,682 1,849 1,938 2,810 5,187 4,028 L, 131 6,382
Ihornton in 1,202 LI 1,029 2,246 2,354 2,202 2,112 ,05% 2,322 2,770 L, 411
s¥T8Ysh 1,323 1,608 1,904 157 2,546 2,508 2,582 2,71k 3,529 5,866 L, 50k
Glusburn 553 654 787 987 1,052 1,520 1,475 ,570 1,629 1,942 2,397
Addingham 1,157 1,471 1,570 2,179 1,753 1,558 1,859 1,838 2,163 2,225 2,144
Cowling 1,140 1,449 1,870 2,249 2,458 305 1,815 1,928 1,901 1,528 1,925
Carleton 6hs 1,002 1,218 1,265 1,242 35335 1,506 1,678 1,691 1,644 1,605
salterforth 398 503 686 725 675 575 423 %96 %91 ey 615
Bradleys Both 385 412 506 614 557 571 Lo W&o 514 542 609
Appletreewick okl 509 312 k25 4e7 305 350 358 281 229 250
Bank Newton 68 102 139 125 129 120 106 87 100 90 92
Barden 191 206 219 214 212 208 391 382 391 17% 153
Leamsley 276 510 3le 279 235 39¢# 26k 209 215 195 235
Bolton Abbey 120 105 127 112 127 109 112 122 142 169 142
Dracewell 173 185 176 160 153 157 140 115 105 1%0 115
Brogden 189 158 233 229 219 179 122 105 110 120 98
Buckden 280 326 382 309 387 30k 335 333 297 239 2%6 ,
Burnsall 289 272 529 2k2 284 251 25% 206 188 155 we |
Calton 98 89 76 79 79 75 56 52 59 75 5h
Coates 45 108 97 88 101 138 122 131 99 70 98 ]
Cold Coniston 3h2 257 345 336 2k2 289 238 266 %37 392 279 |
Coniston 182 151 137 162 172 178, 160 186 179 116 41 |
Cononley - - - - 1,159 1,272 905 1,012 829 881 786 §
{racoe 191 162 179 150 153 159 139 135 127 91 117
braughton 173 246 279 224 211 188’ 178 178 178 204 205
E.Halton 152 170 141 1h4 120 91 9 78 277 85 102
Elslack - - - - 168 132 112 80 62 92 30
imb say 623 692 861 391 962 948 1,028 1,104 1,167 940 1,022
“shton ol 63 69 82 74 8l 81 60 64 76 93
Yarnhill - - - - L59 581 Lgl 490 561 655 626 |
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1801 1811 1821 18351 1841
Flasby 120 150 134 143 1k
Gargrave 728 897 972 1,062 1,176
Grassington 76% 892 933% 1,067 1,056
Hartlington 105 120 141 118 96
Hazelwood 181 208 209 221 220
Hebden 3kl Loz 377 o1 480
lietton 172 212 180 176 191
Kettlewell 635k %61 663% 67% 685
Kildwick 208 216 175 190 159
Linton 166 29k 315 343 30%
Nesfield 101 179 210 206 210
Marton 322 548 382 Ll 381
Rilston 177 192 145 115 121
Stirton 134 149 168 170 1%2
Threshfield 201 184 239 212 221
Broughton - - - - 219

1871 1861 1891 1901
110 120 163 98
1,291 1,287 1,296b 1,267
830 617 L30 Lol
95 82 61 71
131 173 17% 148
362 313 209 199
164 1h2 1h2 119
493 378 31% 283
161 160 145 146
179 127 117 158
211 177 145 127
237 235 270 25k
118 130 1%6 123
180 157 163 194
186 167 119 124
168 177 165 165
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PUMNDIK B - fable 6. Population of the towanships in Sedbergh union,
1801 -~ 1901

1801 1311 1621 1831 1841 16 1671 1881 1691 1901
Sedbergh o' 1,639 1,005 2,022 2,210 2,268 2 1,98% 2,260 2,570 2,430
Garsdale 1, 571 648 679 657 681 : 911 602 255 29
Dent T. 1,773 - 1,663 1,782 1,840 1,887 1,630 ' 2,096 1,209 1,151 1,076




APPAIDIL Co A Survey of the printed census occupation tables.

There are problems in nalking a quantitative analysis of regional
changes in occupational structure in the nineteenth century because of
the absence of a consistent set of statistical abstracts. As the North
Yorkshire region includes parts of the Worth and WUest Ridings the
relevant tables are those based on unions but these exist only for the
census years, 1851, 1861, 1871, and give the occupations of men and
women, aged twenty and above. The occupation abstracts are based on

the County/Riding and Loroughs in 1841 and, on the Riding and Urban

Sanitary Vistricts in 1881 and Hegistration Counties in 1391 and 1901.

“he 1071 occupation abstracts are not as detailed as the two previous
census abotracts. In 1051 and 1851 the occumations listed are:-

Closs 1. Persons enrgaged in the general or local government of
the country.

2o Persons engaged in the defence of the country.

Se " i n " Jearned proicssions.

4, " i it ligerature, fine arts, science.

5. i i # domestic offices.

6. b i " entertaining, clothing and periorming

personal services for man.

7o Persons vho buy, sell, keep, lend moaney, houses, goods
of various kinds.

8, Persons ¢ngaged in comveyance of wmen, animals, goods,

[ Eatetabhle TN

Do Fersons possessing or working the lend and engaged in
groving groin, fruit, grasses, animals and other products.

10. Fersons enga;ed about animals.

11, i i in art and mechanic productions,.
12, - vorking and dealing in animal substances.
1:50 i Ix K] it il chetable . b}

jj:,q it i u i 7 gineral £

cont'd
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-peadiz ¢ o~ cont'd

Class 15, Labourers and otaners. sSraanch of labour undefined.
15, rersoas oi rank or property not returned under any

officc or occunations

17, rersons supported by community and of no specified
occupation.

In 1871 the occupations listed wvere only six.

1, Professional class.

2o Zomestice.

3:~kiﬁohmorciulc . )
b

Do iucuptrial.

. rndefinite aad non productive.
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Tewxtile mills in the lorth Yorkshire (the UYest
2iding) unions in 1836,

—
Union - Yownsnin i Cotton[forsted|iool|Flax|rlo.of Population ¢
Vilands'® 1ds1
— s e il |emnloyed L
Settle Arncliffe Parish 1 31 213 k.5
Benthan 2 270 2,179 12.5
Ingleton 3 132 1,228 9.0
Langcliffe 1 197 550 35.6
Settle 3 330 1,627 |23.0
Skipton A¢dingham Par. 2 3 38 2,179 ]18.0
Skireholme 1 95 2L2  |39.2
tiartlianton 1 52 115 2.2
Barnoliswick L | k2 | 1,682 | 9.0
T T Gargrave '3 i . 247 1,002 2307
Airton 1 ~ 30 179 |22.1
Hettlewell 1 22 &57% Hod
Gracgiangzton 1 139 |page torn |135.0
Linton 1 24 w9 7.0
bkinton 2 1 456 4,131 10.9
gubsay ¢ sastby b 1 212 8ol  [24.5
Sedbergzh Sedbergh , 1 169 2,21k 8.6
Seat 1 5 1,850
Pateley lienwith ¢ Darley 2 23 k2 5.0
Bridge “Yhornton ¢ Padside 1 75 504 |24.7
Fountains Garth 1 18 413 Loy
| dartuith 3 169 Ohs 117,79
‘Bewverley 2 il 1,310 L)
PRishopside 3 125 1,643 6.6
“bishop Yhoraton 3 123 61k 367
Knares- Scotton 1 69 312 |22.4
boreush Birstwiti 1 91, 77 11261
) fnoresbhorough 1 209 |nage torn 3.C
Plompton ] 64 221 128.9
Great Staveley 1 10 330 5.4
Cusevurn
Ripon Galfay 1 11 -
viickley 1 75 -
Bishop lionkton 2 356 576 6.5
sishontoa 1 85 113 |72.¢
vinksley 1 59 259  |22.6

Source: Lr.10%5 (1356) LY

“he nércentages arc based on the estimetes of
the nuabers of aill workers and the 1851
nopulations, hoth oi which are cited in the

table (with the exception of three tounshivs

vhere tac pojulation was torn out). ilowever
it should be bhorne in wind that all the
uorkergs did not neceussorily reside in. the
towamiiip dn which the mill vas situateds



APPuDIX D = Table 2.

|

The number of textile mills and the size and age

structure of the factory labour force in North

Yorkshire parishcs in 1839,

Mill Yorkers

Under 21 yrs| Over 21 yrs
Textile | Union Parish(l) Ho.of | tlale |Femalel iiale | Female {(Total
ranufac 1ills
tured ) . . — S
Cotton SKIrPTOoW Linton 1 5 26 2 9 43
- o | Burnsall - oo 36— 49 }- a5 |- —35- - {-1315"
Hettlewell 1 6 5 3 15
Kirkby
rialham % 5% &0 hg 23 185
Gargrave 1 8 7 16 4 35
Skipton (2)h 185 240 83 83 591
Steuary leGell
Barnoldswick L Ly 26 22 7 40
SETTLis Bentham 1 21 41 12 9 83
“horaton 1 11 26 9 4 50
arncliffe 1 9 10 - - 19
Gipgleswick 6 159 161 90 83 93
SEDBERGH Sedberrsh 2 52 73 23 36 184
KNARESBOROUGE | Hampsthuaite 1 10 36 9 3h 69
(3)
Uorsted | SKIPION surasall 1 13 13 3 3 37
Linton 2 L3 116 2 72 233
Uargrave 1 11 22 15 3 51
sliipton 1 5 17 1 3 26
Woollen | SEUBLRGI Sedbergh 3 1L L 11 1 30
AT3GARDI(3) sysgarth 2 1k L 10 5 33
Plazx BLUKSSLEY btokeuley 1 L5 L9 22 23 139
JUTPDY IMithy 1 1 45 3 12 61
HURIHALLSHTON Honhy 1 2 12 2 5 2l
Usizotherley 1 Vi 10 - 5 2%
o3 Ky Jenthan 2 69 152 33 5L 306
cont'ad
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Appendix U - wable 2 - Cont'd
Mill Uorkers
Under 21 yrs| Over 21 yrs
Yextile | Union Parish(l) Ho.of|lhale | Female | .ale | emale |[Total
hanufac Hills
tured | _ . e I SO -
Flax RIPON (3) Kirkby ,
contfd ilalzeard 7 73 130 29 66 298
Bishoyp
ionkton 1 2 3 - 5 10
Ripon 8 | 148 159 45 83 435
GREAT Btaveley Ly & 1 38 | 1s
OUSsBTRY
KNALESBOIVUGI | Knaresborough 2 50 67 12 24 142
“Bnofforth 1 11 20 4 15 50
daunpsthwaite 1 ? 9 3 4 23
BELALY nasham 1 32 43 20 29 1z2
source:  P.1839 (ALY i1l

rarish boundaries were not always
coteruwinous with union boundaries.

2 mills not working.

Unions of uipon, inaresborough, Great
cuseburn anc .ysgarth were not formed
until 1652, 1654, 1854 ana 1869
respectively.
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AVaIDIK s - Yaole 1., The number of male weavers, aged 20 years and above,

e in the unions of 3tokesley, lrateley Bridge,
Worthallerton aad in the town of Xnaresborough in
1841, '51, '61 and *71.

o1 | 261 | 861 | 167k
Stolesley 171 101 19 13
rateley Dridge 240 153 50 27
iorthallerton 556 51k 253 236
Knaresboroush 359 k2 164 121
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APPlanIy 5 - YWable 2. The aunver of male linen weavers, aged 20 yeurs and
T above, in the towanships comprising Fateley Bridge,
Stokesley, iorthallerton union and the town of
Ineresborough, in 1841, '51, *61 and '71. (1)
LU Zounsiip 1841 | 1851 [ 1861 | 1871
PATELEY 3RT0GES
Dighovngide 155 61 35 15
wenwith with Darley 3h 22 13 5
pacre -(2) 25 13 5
Thrusgoss 18 b4 3 1
Birstuith 15 7 2 1
Ua¥tuith 18 6 7 7
Thorathuaite 10 3 0 0
Bishop Thornton 6 5 0 0
Stonebeck Doun (L341-3) Fpuntains|iarth (L§41-1)
fampsthuaite (3) 25 19 b 0
o oellisclifre Gy ———— —f— -Gk el -
SO LY
nutton wudby O (&) 64 18 13
stokesley 30 15 - =
Ut .voushton and Douzhton
7 H.5ide 2L . 13 - -
Ayton 15 2 - -
“ horlton 8 3 - =
dudby : 3 T 3 1 0]
Crathorne (1441-4) Gt.rackby (1651<1)
NORTHALLERPON
Brompton 192 183 162 170
appleton Uiske 76 70 52 %9
Usuotnerley 5% L3 29 17
Dorrowhy 10 8 L 5
Lorthallerton 25 L. - -
dueldable - 2 3 2
st dounton 3 1 1 1
Horunby b 1 0 1
selbury = 1 2 1
=mllerbeck 1 1 0 0
AMALISH020uE, Lo
20 vears and over 359 L2 18 121
oclou 20 yea 55 32 22 12
Yotal 394 27k 206 153
tuinher of acdult wales with
no recordcd occuwation
in 1obl . Lo
(1 e numoer of adult wele liaen uveuvers as a % of the adult uale
porulutlon has wrot be:a iven as the printed census returns do not
Give tue nuider of wwles, ased 20 aand over, in individual towviships.
(2) 1501 census sehedules for Lacre are missing.
(5) Jeined wparesporougn union in 165k,
(L) Includes 14 we.wers, uho could have been linen veavers of either Linen

or pailcloth,
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ArPaODTL 4 - wable 3. adult wmale weavers as a percentapge of the total
population of the principal linen veaving townships
in 13%1.(1)

‘'ounshiyp ilo.of male Total . )
weavers aged Population
20+ e —-
Hutton lucby 87 1,059 Bolt
BishovsiGe 135 1,937 5.9
Drompton 182 1,555 12.5%
Appleton \iske 75 559 13.9
Usnotherley 53 1,029 5.1
Scriven with Yentergate) - ——— - -
and inaresborough 359 6,115 5.0

Chviously the actuul size of the weaving populalion was much
hirher; the 164L schedules generally recorded the occupations of heads
of houselolds and cdult men only, though even thesc were occasionally
omitted,

. “ B N , . 1. AR
(D) Yhe 1ol cennus ahstracts do not pive amn age/seor brealkdouwn of the
wonulaticas on iadividuzl towrshivns,
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= Table

936

1. The number of weavers = both sexes, all ages -
(distinguishing where possible, cotton aué worsted
veavers) in the townships cowprising settle union,

Hbigw =

coltton henuloo ticaver

in 1641, '51, '61 and "71.
-
(
Lovashing 1841 1851 1861 1671
Lawvkland ;
Litton , N il It N
Otterburn )
Falton Gill
Hawksuick g
Thornton in > ) I¥ ¥ -
Lonsdale 2
Swinden
Hanlith I} N - -
Scosthrop It 8] I\ 1
| stainforth 2 G i N - _
Adirton 3 gl I i) H
lialham 9 Ci N ) -
Hest [fulton 10 QY U i -
Tosside 12 ¢l il i N
flellifield 22 Ci I\ Y] -
Horton in
KRibblesdale 18 i il -
(LJ.1784)
Arncliffe 22 1 ) H
cotton PLI(C)
labourers
Kirkby alham L gy 1 cy N I
Ingleton Loy 1 G ] M
Rathmell | 16 i i
Lt (O)
3urton in 3 1 Cu | -
Lonsdale
Jigplesworth 25 G 8 (2HLIC) ) W
(56U.11)
Claphanm 14 6 Lo¢y i
(138.0,14) (554 .13)
liappa 9 1 5 =
(3Ua.i.1C4)
Austwick 82 u 54 79 6 Cu
(20 AL.C) (33 Cu,
(52 i) Lz gdid,
3 0a & L)
Long Preston ol ¢y it 12 il
(34 ¢l (11 cvi 1iiat)
5 belaine)
Langeclifie 53 59 nll cotvon mill all cotton
(5GHT B (U5 wii. uill
1k ¢
Gipgleowick 73 55 16 2'former HLJI?
(hOu. 551) (h320003) (9 Cu.2udls 2'forner PLU'
(10 4L.C) 5 vail)
Settle 123 171 51 9
(lQEuﬁohﬁLﬁ (135 »il. (12¥141 . 3500, (6Li.2rTld.
16 ) 22 dLid.1hCy) | 4 du) 1 OLs)
(L) Abnreviations: N« noie i - weaver o = cotton Jd - worsted

PLUU = cotton power

loom weaver
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A-Puddly ¥ - Jtable 2. The number of weavers and wool combers - both sexes,
T all azes - in the touanships comprising Skipton
union in 1651,
Snltol THIGH Hand loonm sower loom leaveras Jool Coubers
Meavers Lueavers | ——— - S — .
2,065 1,452 223 565
549730

Yhornton in Craven 602 176 b 1
Cowling 669 L6 oy 3
Cononley 174 166 2 2%
skipton 1 112 154 6%
Carleton 61 b1 il 3
Sarnoldswick 91 263 U 1
Giusburn 115 150 i 37
~saltervorth 197 1h It %
AGGing aanm 73 69 I 156
Araclevs soth 2 13 15 141
Famnill 3 i i 121
sesiield I I8 ) 59
gargrave i i 15 13
Sropden 29 it i il
slsiack 5 N 22 i
itildwick village it 2 W 13
Coates 9 5 1] W
Kettlewell it 13 3 Iy
Bracewell 15 il I W
Lmosay 2 it i 13
iiarton 12 i i Iy
ounsall i 1 1 5
appletreewick if i I 3
Last walton 3 I v

barden I il I b}
Jirton w Jhoralby 1 1 I i
Jeausley 1 Ly e 1
srauhton 1 i i 6
solton aubey v - 1 1
uarthington i 1 i i1
HOZ . 000 i i & 1

ilston 1 b 1 i
oetton 5 Y] il 1

ifo wecavers or woolcoubers recorded in slasby wvith Jinterburn, vevlton,
LB1G0a, Luciklen, Coniston Zol
srougaton, vrucoe, loardley.

Gy

saunk alewton, Goniston

with ailasey,
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APYEaOTH ¢ - Yable 1. ‘'lotal tonnaze of dressed lecad ore procuced at
Al 4 Lo v A Lo ‘
Yorkshire idnes, 10735 - 1S00,

1573 L ud6
7h 4,901
?5 1’;' (,014»9
76 ;':' ] 199
77 2,011
73 5,916
79 Dylo2

10600 5,575
61 &4,191
b2 4,513
63 3,26k
Gl 2,621
85 5,129

: 36 59787 | o .
37 59179
o3 2629
1 2,056

13350 1,665
1 19499
e 1,252
95 1,293
ob 1,155
95 675
56 49
o7 716
08 1,158
93 1,059

1900 355

(1,10; ¢ 197)
Lsource: ‘[igigfifgigfﬁ§§:Lwggﬁﬁ}xi}ﬁgﬁ{@i‘gi

LorKe Vololi Ppel/i=0
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AP bLi @ - wable 2.  dhe nunber of leaduiners, agec 20 ycars and above,
in the unions ol lleetvh, DLkipton, Faveley Sridge,
- ' I . 3 - 7 2 E
Leywurn, and sysgarth in 1o4l, 51, '61 and */L.(1)
ULt 1841 | 1351 | 1861|1671
- - K o T . g 7 3 - -
IR ) fiorof leadwminers 20U+ yrs 75% 326 705 649
ro:of males, 20+ yrs - - - jLi35
RN 6 0f leadiai n e T 2Ly 280 513 215
SALETO 1wotof leadwminers 20+ yrs 28 0 3 217
so:of uwales, 20+ yrs - - - v923
ALY BuiDGs] Ho:of leadminers, 20+ yrs -(2) 166 201 135
po:of wales, 20+ yrs - - - |2249
[REL TV - Lovold kevduiuvers, 20+ yro - Su | 1/ | 1ov 73
w00y salcs, 20+ yrs - - - 2290
A Sd . so:od leadminers, 20+ yrs 1k 5 50 2y
Losor males, 20+ ¥rs - - - 1556

(1)

(2)

fhe totals of leadminers arc apnroximate because, as 1851 (1861 in
Leyourn union) vas the only census year taat the census enumcrators®
schedules for all the towashins in each union were examnined, any
leadniners in 1oh4l, "0l and "Y1, in townshins having no, or only a
Teu, leadminers in 1usl (1861 in Leyburn uanion), will not be
included.

198

Jne enumerators
Jateley Jridgge

scredules for the principal mining towaship in
ualon are nissing.
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[ G - Yable 3.

‘t‘he number

of leadminers,

aged 20 years and above,

in the principal leadmining townsalps of Recth,
skipton, Pateley Bridge, Leyburn and Aysgarth

unions in 1041,

5

1, '61 and

'710

(the bracketed figurces in 1841 relate to the number
o7 men, aged 20+,

by the enumcrat

the age oi 20,)

(o XS

who wer

[ g

e not «civen an occupation

the bracketed figurcs in 1851,
61 and '71 indicate the number of leadminers below

ﬁqpr Law Union '
Jovnships 1841 1851 1361 1671
REFETHI
lelbecks T. A Total rPopulation 1,633 {1,661 | 1,622 |1,43%
Ho: leadminers 20+ yrs . A
- i I - (30) f(122) | (12 ()
Arkencartndale Po | Total Porulution 1,243 28% | 1,1k7 1,018
Wo: lcadminers 20+ yrs ) (1)
(45) (69) (76) (57)
nuker Che ) Yotal Population 1,241 1,321 1,005 913
fio: lcadwiners 20+ yrs (2)
(54) (45) (28) (18)
Keath T, C Total Fopulation 1,343 J344 1 1,299 ,077
do: leadmincrs 20+ yrs '(3)
(16) (41) (32) (13)
Grinton T, D Total rovnulation 594 598 611 159
1i0: leadmincers 20+ yrs
(18) (12) (12) (22)
ilarrick P. 3 Total Population 6hé 555 462 412
Ho: leadminers 20+ yrs
(23) (21) (21) (7)
(1) Includes 18 miners
(2) facludes 8 mi
(%) Includes 25 miners
A Tounship of Helbecks includes hamlets of Blades, Bari .ind, uecugdnv
(tunncerside, Kearton, Lodge Green, Low Row, Puting, dinserin ulfmﬁ

BMLrNeYr.

B Cacnelry of iuker inclu
yYpith, Ivelet, xeld &
aaveascat, svallron, Sur

C keeth wownship includes haulets of

D Grinton Touvnshiv includes hanlets
Urac.inote.

S Parish of Jarrick includes hanlet

jes henlevs

’}
AR
" 1

cing and,

5 of Angraum,

pirkdale, Calvert lousc,

Yhvuoite,
rrenwnbtoa and Healecaugho.
of fHarkerside, Cogden,

ors, haulker, Uxnop, Roampsholie, Hash,
Stonesdale,

Pt of

cont'd

Jhitecasido,

Ton Hill,
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Avnendix G - Yable 3 - cont'd

= sry e aed———n

LOOI‘ Lad Llnlokl i
“ounsiing 1841 | 1851 | 161 | 1071
SHKIpLo
Grassington Lo Potal Fopulation 1,056 |1,138 |1,015 830
io: lecaduiners 20+ yro 115 87 100 59
- (35) (30) (9
Leocden Te Yotal Fopulation Lo 450 b35 %62
Wo: leadminers, 20+ yrs 27 37 56 4s
- (11) (29) (9)
Appletreevick L. fotal Fonulation Y 305 354 358
Mo: leaduiners 20+ yrs 50 22 32 50
(3) (&) (13) (9)
Kettlewell To iObul LO)ulabloﬁ 665 607 646 493
wo: leadminers 20+ yrs Lo 52 47 52
(o) (6) (x7) (13)
starbotton Total Ponulation D)
ilo: leaduiners 20+ yrs o) 9 10 6()
(5) (0) (2) (0)
Cononley T, Total Population 1,159 1,272 905 1,012
yio: lecadminers 20+ yrs 22 L9 4o 12(5)
(&) (7) (10) (0)
(1) Total novwulation is for Wettlewell with Starbotton towaship.
(2) 3 werc winers
(3) All 12 were recorded as miners
.PA.LL.;.J.;“_J.}: .D.)&IUG':
Jacre cum Jeverley | Total Jonulation 1,329 1,265 1,297 1,137
W lo: leadminers, 20+ yrs =(1) 166 159 112
(52) (23) (15)
Bishopside 1. Total ronulation 1,957 |1,862 [2,052 |[2,167
fo: leadminers 20+ yro 17 8 15 12
- (3) (3) (1)

(1)

Lo ceasus enumerabors’

schaedules survive,

cont'd
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4

vates ox

formation of IMorth Yorkshire unions and
introduction oif the Prohibitory Order and ldegulation Order,

Uit bate of(l) vate oxk 2) vate oE(J)
Fornation Introduction Introduction
of Prohibitory oi Hegulation
Order Order
AYSCASYH 2. 2.069 1369 -
BapALY 26. 3.39 1841 -
EABTIEIOLD 20, 2.37 1841 -
GUUAT QUSSBURN 8o 6.5k 1855 -
ML B LAY 18, 2437 13852 -
KLun3Y LI00RS L8 6o 3,408 1852 =
LIARESDORCUGH 25, 3.5 1656 -
Lm0 AT 22. 257 - okl -
LALTUN 12. 1.357 1oh1 -
CETHALL SO 2%. 2057 1662 1852
Lu Aoy B3AYDGE 12. 2.3%7 - 1852
IO SRTIG 16, 1.37 1okl -
Rogwdlil 27. L.40 1641 -
Lo 2,357 1ch2 -
Ol 25.10.52 1855 -
uduxuUROUGH 106, 1.37 1641 -
Bl G 11, 1.40 13855 -
Soud i 20. 1,37 - 1852
S5 I500N e 1o37 - 1852
50 LeY 27, 2.37 1852 -
PHIRSK 2L, 2.357 1841 -
YHLITBY S, 1.36 1301 -
(1) Dictionary of Unions, Parishes, ownships, hamnlets in sngland and
Teles. (2nd ed. lowl) London, Kaight and Co.
(2)  Gth innual Qenort of the Foli.C. LO42 po
L2 rsoerth ),,J/Luo9 112 vorthalierton 21/5/1062
1 ued ersin 5,0,/ 1055 {H12 wreat Uuseburn 27,/72/1055
1212 Jaarcshorousi i3/5/1L58¢ HH12 wtokesley ©,/1/1052
a2 Liicamond 9,0 /1dkL2 Lieluwsley union sti. 18/7/1652
1112 kdnon l/8ﬂlﬁj5 Yirikby noorside DCGm 16/1/156069

(3) 5%

snnual :

eport of the P.l.il. 1052, 1ol




Al

AL ol Lo deble 1. sovular vewrse attacking the poor velief policy
of 1mker select Vestry, losl.

vome 2li hozest wen who huave cesses to nay

Let your care be attention to vwhat I shall say,
<couyr uise Vestry Law, restriciions and rules
Are left a parcel of asses aau fools.

ray worse than all taat the inteat unon evil.

fhelr uorss prove taey cre in leajuce with the sevil.
‘nese human inferunals, their nasters surpass

In wlancing out evil wihile drinking the nlass,

Yet who could have thougjut it could enter their brains
a5 only such nen as nad hold of the reius,

his dusiness most surely has hatened din hell

Jo take from the waupers, tnelr orayer nooks to sell.

Wil wdclk was 2ivertea their triclic to behold

inile patnerins the transticks, or eaws, to be sold
aad uenny, that sly vox along witha his cub

¢
seized holld of tnoir fury, the oor ueonle tec robve

Whese hard-hearted monsters pursuing their plan
~elzed clocius, 3ir, and cunboards and irying nan,
Jirewirons, houd-irons, litchen table wan. all,
Jith various arciclus tacy made up tuae vholeo

Lip strease, sir, indeed, that all thcse wiseacles
hewselves shoulc dewean, and so be partalors,
shurcavarcens a.d. Jgsulers ci Jestry comvine

ro accounlish an object taat was not divines

source: sew00pEr, 4 mistory of swaledsle (1975
RREVAES



Arparbiil T - Yanle 2.

anaual noor relief expenditure, 1060-99, in

Lkeeth union.

1E60
1361
1362
1363
1664
1665
1865
1367
1666
1369
1070
1671
15672

18%3%=

1674
1875
1676
1677
1873
1879
Lo00
1601
15662
1683
1364
1885
10656
18389
1363
13389
1890
1591
10692
1893
15¢h
1085
1355
1087
10%0
1399

'

2otal cont of
to the Poor

[

CTRIE S STIE O3 RS R A3 MATE T T mciawe

[6 RN

CoCn =t
=3 = ul e

\n‘~‘

Outdoor Relief

(=)

1,052
931
9%0
929

1,064

1,060

1,110

1,116

1,155

1,079

1,070

1,055
957
799
742
603
777
867
868
676
867
sol

762

Innaintenance

3
e —

148
180
170
187

178
162
199
215
200
181







wl

ArEariDil Lo~ wable 4. Yortnipghtly susm expended in outdoor relicf (%o
nearest o) in select ycars in deeth union.

1560 1570 1350 1390 1900
Lo Lo %1 15 15
e} Ll 30 1% 14
Ly bp Ly 15 12
L1 Lo 30 1% 12
b 59 36 1> 13
39 L1 30 13 13
1O Lo 40 1L 13
Lo Lo 30 12 1%
Lo Lo 37 13 16
39 L3 Ll 14 1h
50 41 %9 12 16
33 41 52 12 14
36 L] L] 13 14
%6 Lp by 14 14
55 Lo 20 1h 14
%5 1o 55 12 14
36 Lo 30 14 13
b Ly 55 15 1k
St 59 3k 15 15
55 Lo Bh 13 13
55 L1 20 15 14
55 3 23 12 15
35 Y] 36 12 14
35 Lo 3L 22 13
37 v 27 13 13
38 40 Ly 12 11
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APPauvla J - dable 1. llonthly expenditure on occasional and casual relief
in wnaresborough township from April 18%1 to August
1834 (to the nearest ..).

1551 1032 1653 1034
January 69 6h 17
Tobruary 59 60 14
lierch 45 53 15
April Iy Wi 51 16
hay 4% 32 Lo 13
June 33 33 21 13
July 39 29 17 15
Aurust 40 2k 12 11
wentouber 27 A 29 9
Uctober 33 4o 12
loveiiber L 35 11
Deceuber 573 Il 13

Source: 12 iLnaresborouph 923/27



AP UIa J = Table 2.

e e

249

rurtber of applications for relief made to the
Yclect Vestry of Knaresborough, 1842-50.

Jan - liarch
April - June
July - Sent

Oct = Jec

1Gh2
155
201
191

307

16h4 1645 11846 | 1647 | 1846 | 1849 [1550
295 89 60 97 174 L34 57
135 51 36 3h 2Lk 12%

Ssource: minutc Beok of {naresborough
Select Vestry. 10h2-54,
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APl K - Table 1, The aumber of resident; adult wales in the iorth

T ailding and Jorfolly, relicved on account of waat of
work, insuflicient earanings anc otvher causes, not
sickness, accident or iafirnity.

rnsuificient Uther causcs,
‘Three months Jant of iork Ssarnings not sickness,
ending Lady nay: L _ N Accﬁﬂgy Laiirito
vorth North forth
iiding |Jorfolk |[Riding |Horfolk |kiding |lorfolk
1839 09 186 11k 269 1L 60
1540 by b 87 21 50 105
1okl 66 11k 105 140 21 8
1542 93 45 107 73 19 90
1643 26 56 90 ¢0 10 37
Lokh Sl 120 1235 176 25 50
1045 6o 95 95 143 25 00
wource: Annual Mdeports of the roor Law
Conliulssion.
ronulation in 1041 ~ Worth Riding: 1ovu,527
-~ rorfolk: Sh5,277

Horfolk was onc of the south-ecastern countics noted for the prevalence
of aid in relief of wanes - a practicoe which continucd uncbated aiter the
inkrocucvion of the lew roor Law., “his return, »narticularly columns onz
and tho, do not sudstantiate the wuch comuented upon difference in poor
relief odministration between the Morth (the uvorth Kiding) and the oouth-:
sest (worfolk), though, as & vigby has shown, in ner study of the lew
Foor wau in morfoli, tiuere was considerable able-bouied »auperism, on
account of insufficient earnings, in the pjuisc of relicf on account oX
sickuness and accideat,




APkl TL W o~ danle

| —— o————

>
~e

nales relieved in dorth Riding
hali years ending
sepboenber, 1044,

251

. return showing the nuuver of able-bodied adult
unions during the

Lady Jay, lobk, anéd 29th

[STRMWN

)

pus]

s.ales de

Lady vay

stitute tlirough
sickness anc accident.

~

29th Lepto

e

Lady Jay

nales destitute through
other causes (not old
age or infirmity)

29th ept

lobh Lok 1okh lokd
ielieved in YUdmipUse
Lasinzuold 2 2 15 27
nelmsley ] 0 10 B
i.alton 2 3 20 16
torthallerton 7 6 22 1o
Jickering 3 2 L
wtoliesliey 5 L, " v
Jnithy 20 3 11 7
welieved S8T2 OF pols
sasinguwold 72 51 10 7
nelusley 20 27 20 17
calton o7 151 1,090 Feh
i;orthallierton 105 L5k 142 11y
rickeriny 15 1 53 Ly
Ltokesler 12 22 90 U5
Lhithy 10 11 S 1k

LooUICe s

PPe38ly (10) ALl




Did w - dable J. . return showing the number of apolications for
reiiei frowm able-bodicd men in north aiding
uniouns from Lady way to wecenber Hlst, loaY,.

oedale 25
sasinsuold 3L
idelnslew 17
Leysbhurn 3
malicon 85
dorthallerton 14
sicliering 3
sichmond Lo
stokesley 16
Jhirsk 35
Chitby 5

Source: kd32 aviey (41) 2L/1,/15650

o
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abrwil il -~ Lable Lo .. return showing:
1. Jhe muwser ox versons receiving reliel on
acconat ol vant oF works

2o e aimount of such reliedl.

5, LLic nwaser in receipt ol resied i

[

1 aid of wages,

o s cacount of such relief.

during the tenth week oi the Christmas Juarter,
looz, in tihe unions of thoe dorth siulnge.

Uiia On 1 2 3 b

Lasingwold - - S 550 106
~alton - - 10 1.15.96
tdorthallerton 7 9/ - - -
rickering - . 1% 9/0“

Thirsk - - 5 3)/3 4

none in Jdedale, Levburu, .irkby i.corside, .leeth, Richmond, scarborough,
stokesley, Jhithy, .delnclery.

o)

Lource Prolds2e-5 (b:

5) LivaslV

N

o



[ 53
Ui
F

Avioadia K - vable Do

our tlorti .iiding unions on January lst
n gelect yearse

iy b

‘he puttuer of able~bodiced, eault males relieved din
and July 1lst

=t

1366/7 1370 1675 1360
(1) Janlst | Jullst Jenlst | dullst Janlst | Jullst Janlst |Juldst
M UL '.'fh" (7)) Uil vu VT v Tl U Vil un 1L oD WU G
walton 10l(702)| 17[692) | 2l(7h5) 1 25K 5h) | 13K526) 7K515) | 17(556) [Lol554)
Casingwold 6[(L51)| 3ib4s5) | A(L05)| 4{410) | B{4OL)| 2(330) 9{s21) | 3(203)
Thirsk (552)| 7(388) | 4{(s61)| 2(533) | 3K297) 3(290) 6X348) | 5(526)
_edale ol(350)| 9f361) | 10[365)| 7K359) | 3{261)] &[257) | 2K237)| 0f252)
1665 o 18s0 1695 1900
gan July Jan July Jan July dan ﬂ July
(27 ; é) D al o a ) al b albn al|b a b alb
v.alton 7 9 4112 5 7 6l 6 g6 L7 9 0 910
saginewvoldl 7 0 51 O 2 0 9] 0 1| 0 0 0 210
Thirsk g 1oy &1 6|0 gl © 100 | 11| 0 71 1] 8|3
Sedale 1 0 1 1 1 1 o] O G| O 21 0 0 O 0|0
Uli - Jorkhouse GO = Lut oy voors
(1) total number oi able-hodied malcs relicved in workhouse and out of doors\
(2) bumbers of able-bodied males relieved out of doors only
(3) a - numocr ot able-boaled males relieved on account of sickness,

accident, infirmity

b o= numver of avyle-bhodied unales relieved on account of othor causes



AxialuTy L, Malf yearly accounts of three Horth Yorkshire poor law unions,
showing the expenditurce on non-resident poor relief,

UriLun In out Jdon=tesident Conmon
raintenance Relief Poor ilelief Charges
PLCHKELNG 1859 Oct 95 622 67 509
1660 ipril 100 652 52 376
Oct 106 6h2 63 266
1861 April 98 608 78 359
Oct 96 605 55 20
1862 Avril 120 622 60 397
Oct 126 595 52 261
e 11863 April- | 142 S IR <16 T R o S 591
Uct 140 567 57 Lis
1354 5ol 140 555 65 569
Uct 151 545 59 507
1865 Amril 150 522 57 569
Gcs 145 54 70 455
JHLEBY 1059 Oct 25% 92k 103 1,075
1660 april 265 842 3 1,150
Cet 279 970 86 1,0h7
1861 April 321 892 96 1,138
Oct 310 955 114 1,175
1662 april 319 899 127 1,201
Uct Sak 962 129 1,705
1663 April 554 620 104 1,795
Oct 312 873 92 1,795
1864 April 279 860 85 1,525
Oct 2535 960 ) 85 1,50k
1565 npril 2h6 3ak 80 1,557
Uct 189 759 34 1,013
1866 Apwil 220 750 75 1,811

cont®d




AFESIEDLL L - cont'd

sk -

. B Non Hon o
- o OuE  lSettled |Resident | YOWHOD
[FRER &I maintenance |Relief Poor felief Charges
KNARESBOR0UGH | 1855 april 338 1,284 97 165 661
Sept 291 1,222 61 201 595
1856 April 359 1,201 68 179 820
Sept 296 1,350 6l 203 610
1657 April 286 1,318 62 177 691
Sept 297 1,299 65 1oz 607
1858 April 254 1,243 72 170 896
sept 254 1,217 66 177 785
-~ 1859 4pril 26l |-1,115 58 fo . M6 4 ens

Sopt 291 1,250 67 1357 650
1860 Anril 267 1,298 66 112 789
Sept 251 1,296 N 1x 725
1851 April 202 1,275 62 111 Gh2
Sept 290 1,547 36 150 731
1362 fimril 20 1,201 73 116 826
Sept 291 1,373 66 125 §90
186% April 298 1,411 62 123 1,171
sept 321 1,459 63 125 1,042
1364 hpril 297 1,309 54 127 1,047
Sept 297 1,358 56 126 $59
1865 April 316 1,kh7 50 116 1,060
Sept 251 1,421 53 103 1,004
1866 April 374 1,405 55 102 1,183
Sept 55k 1,k21 L3 ok 2,411
13867 April 397 1,500 60 Lo 2,609

Sept L0k 1,493 - 100 -
1863 April 519 1,661 - 00 2,905
Sept 569 1,704 - 0 2,553
1869 April 52k 1,758 - 79 5,009
Sept ng1 1,773 - 70 2,902
1870 Aoril ol 1,732 - 67 2,979
Sept Lot 1,718 - 20 2,905
1871 557 1,663 - 29 3,071

Anril
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AcestLy o= Pable 1. whe ocxe structure of the population in each of the
o S e a3 i (%4 i a7

uaions of nolton, Reeth, Sedbergh and rateley bLridge
in Lo51l anG 1ovle

Ui o1

ra LTon

ey
SEDTS YRR IS Y]

v of Population

e 1652 1692

Under 15 years 30

15 - 30 25.06 25,4
50 = 45 17.5 17.2
456260 11.5 12,0
60 + 9.2 9,9

Uuder 15 years 40,5 3200
15 - 30 2403 2h.5

50 e by T T K3 B i
L5 - GO 9. b ey
50 + 700 10.9

15 years 8.2 5

0 2245 2505
-5 17.5 17.1
9] 11.2 1

50 + V.3 1

SRITDGS Under 15 years 5762 54,0
15 = 30 24 .3 2l .5
30 - U5 16.2 19707
ko = 50 12,7 13.3
69 $.1 %49
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sV sl o - Yable 2o Yhe avevase ape of linen veavers, aged 1) vears
and ahove, ina severcl townshins in torth

Torkshire, 1041, '51, 'Sl and 'Yl. (1)

1041 1651 LoG1 1371
Anpleton .iske 55,0 50 0 2 59,0 Lo b
e R . (2]
Usilotherley 53eL b0, 3% 4590( ) 55,4
Lroupton 45,0 57 o b 59,6 41,06
putton Ludby 595 h35,5 by, L 53,7
idderdale 51.9 43,0 559 68,0
Lishopside Beo L,3 54,0 5615
inareshoroush Ll £S5 a1 5.8 50,0
(1) in gnaresboroush the Tigures renresent the average age of wmale

he
veavers ajed 20 years and above.

(2) Averase apge of haudloom weovers in 1001 - 5604
hAverane ane of pouer loom weavers in 1801 « 29,8
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AP UYL W, A survey of migrotion by the linen weavers of Knaresborough
R hetucen 1841 and 13851,

Despite a diminishing weaving »opulation in Knaresborough between
1841 and 1691 the nuabers of weavers in 1351, 61 and '71l, who had not
becen weavers in the previous census year, was surprisingly high. there
vere 5% wecavers, aged 30 and over, and &1 below this age who appeared in
the 1051 but not the 1641 census schedules and had apoarently started
veaving at some date between 1841 and 1851. Obviously many of the
weavers belou the age of 30 would not have appeared as such in the previous

cecasus becuuse of their youthiul age. Iz the case of the older moen it

is vcasonable to assume that their cbsence from tue previoﬁé census
denotes eitner their abgsence from [naregsborougn or participation in anothoer
occupation. Althoush the nuwber of weavers fell from 274 to 200 between
1851 and 1061 a high proportion werc 'newcomers' - 58 weavers, over the
age of 29, were not veavers in Knaresborough in 1851. Ia 1671 the aumber
of ‘'newcomers' had fallen by more than hali, though it still represented
Jjust under a fifth of the total male weaving labour force. 1In the
majority of cases it is inpossible to deduce from the census schedules
how many were absent from Kaavesborough or were engaged in different
employment at the previous censius., The large number of elderly weavers
in this group would>suggest that handloon weaving was sometines taken up
in old age when the usual occupation became impossible. “he birth places
of children, especially in large young families, can indicate to a certain
extent, the movercnts of the fother, though there is no knowing vho were
step=-chiléren, born to the mother by a different marriagc. A study of
Tamily birth places points to freguent migration by linen weavers - eg.

165L. John Uorker - aze 44 - born Knaresborough

children - aged 11 b. ilarrogate

i 9 b. Lecds
" 7. 2, 3 nmonths b.Xnaresborough

cont'd
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Appencix ¥ - cont'd

1371. John Dixon - ase S5 - born Xaaresborough
cuildren - asecd 17 . viest Lesleton

9, 6 b. Barrov

o5, 2 b dunslet

1 month b. uWnaresvorough

several wen vere weaving in 1041 and 1861, or in 1851 and 1371 and wcre
absent in the intervening years, but it is not known how many moved away
temporarily. ‘rhe study of family birth places show umen, born in
ilnareshorouzgh, moving away, largely to other linen centres (whether ags

adults or children-is not known,; and returning-to dnaresboroughs - “Where

l._' .

5 also evidence of wen, not bora in .naresborough, coming to the town,
especially from narnsley. In lool, of the 12 veavers, for whom it is
poasible to trace some of their movements, 7 came from or near sarusley
and 3 irom Leels. 1In 1861 & of the 9 weavers vere from the sarnsley area.
This pattern of nigration amongst a weaving population is probably
peculiar to Knareshorough, vhere, as we have seen, decay in the 1830!
and 1640's persucded many to move but, despite the coutracting size of
the woriforce, the stabilisation of the indusiry and the introwuction of
povered weaving in tne seccond hali of the century encourazed migration
into the town. There are very feov iustances of weavers coming to
Lnareshborough frow declindng handloon wveavin; arcas in korth Yorkshirc.

vhe naunber of ucavers in 1051, *61, 71 who dié not appear in the census
1 o

9
returns oi Lo4L, 51, '61 r geCulvclv.
wotal to: iale eavers weavers aged 30+ veaveirs 29« yrs.
1851 274 5% b1
161 205 5o 3k
1871 135 e 19




b3

Family structure of the linen weaving population in
Knaresborouzn, loi4l - 71,

Y exonined the fanily structure of linen vecavers in inarcesborougl
in order to ascertain whether the destitution of weavers in the 15650's
and 1ob40's uas a direct coasequcnce o¥ a labour force comprising a high
aroportion of large, young families. XLinen veaving in Lnaresbhorough
uncervent wrolonged and serious decline in the 1830°'s and 1840's,
recovering ¢.lo50, when linen production was maintained at a constant

level for about twenty yeers. Tn cach of tuc four census years

apnroxinately aly the

s

total nuaver of male weovers wvere single
v g

vidowed or nnmz', vith no resident Jezeondentos. tne proportion of

veavers wio had feailies coasistin;; of cinildren aged 14 and younger was
only siizhitly larvger in 1641 than in succeeding census years. Lhus,
although thoe total nuwber of weavers steadily fell in the period

1641 -~ 71 the projortions of weavers uvith and without dependeats
revained fairly counstant,. tiowever, the study applies to all weavers
siunce the envuvrators® books ¢o not ¢istinguish between hand and wover

loon wecvers. Lt is

.

taerefore possible that a feuily scructurce siudy

of handloou weavers only would produce diflerent results.

cont'd
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1ok 1651 1061 1871
Buber of wuale linen weavers,
ared 20 + 359 2hp 134 121
tunber oi sinrle nen 103 L 3k 18
Huiiber of married men, wvith wives,
no children 91 55 4o 27
Iumber of married men, no wife liviyg
with hin - 7 7 3
Vusber of vicowed wen, with no
. chiliven . . _ | =~ 16 20 11
Total of weavers, with no fanily 19k 122 101 59
v; of uale veavers, who were single,
parricd or widoved with no
children living at home 5%.8 5004 s5h,y5 43,7
% of wouvers who had children belou
the age of 14 only:
Huiber of children 1 6.0 5.6 5.9 6.6
2| 8.3 7ol 7.6 9,0
3| 6.6 7.0 Lo 8 L.l
4 b1 Lol 2.1 1.6
51 (&%) (2) (&) (3)
51 (W) (&) (0) (0)

I have not calculated the number oi weavers
having Tive or wore children as a % of the
total numver oI veavers.
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Census sincrators’ schedules.

DJ 506 vouuty Liraries and lecord Cff
olo 107 snumcrators' Schedules
Wolia/C Ihid IOP 1661

Bo4./10 Thida for 1871

BG/AYS

BG/T el

BG/ 201 /112
S/ sl
St/any 1/1=7
BG/ . 1,/1-10
BE/10
B/

BE/PAT ,1/1-18

3G/PT.1/1-
BG/PI 6/3%
BG/EDs
BG/ R 1/1=13
EZ(T/'.L;\J o l/l l_)
SG/3EE . 2/1/1-6
L)L’i’/u.ﬂy

Bl TR/ 122

Records.

Ayszarth Board of Guardians iiiuutes 1369
o o (1888 = 91 misdng)
Secale Boliokie 1539 - 4y

1652 - 50
1674 - 97

Susinguold  D.G.iie 1044 - 1904

helmsley Bolotio 1357 - 1904

Kirihy licorside L.G.wn. 1840 - 1903

anaresborough  H.G.m. Llobh - 91

Wortnallerton  5.G.im. 1837 - 1905

Horthallerton liorkhousc admission and Discharge

books 1d48 -
rateley Bridge BoG.i. 1837 Ly
1385% « 1902
rickering BeGorio 1037 1503
Pickering ‘orkhouse Admission and Discharge
Books 1lobl - 67

seeth BoGotio 1040 = 1300

Richnond Balolio 1037 ~ 1905

scarhorough Boeliolle 637 - 1405

Settle Letter Books 1841 - 56

Stokesley Bolerie 1839 - o4

vhithy BolGorio 1037 = 1C04 (18645

Lownsiin Liccords.

DU/ TG

6,00 . 263

UG il

Arkengarthdale Vestry linutes.

Bromnton Select

torth ¥Yorkshire County Record Office, Morthallerton.

Vestry wmemorandum Book

wnaresborounh Sclect Vestry ndnute Look
vipute Book of Hnarcesborouph velect
vegiry
al llelief Accounts of
ugq cownshin
nate VYesvry wminute
Jook
meriven with Yentergate Select Vestry
C wenorondul ook
vinute Hook of uUverscers of Scriven

with Yenterpgate

(iticro=-film copies are also kept
ffices.)

1841 and 1651

1904

o7

=55 missing)

1840
1616
1516
1542
1843
13845
1 C)B' Q

13830

26

ko

5 l;.
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Census of Great Britain, 103%)l. Accounts
and rapers relating to Population.

domory dvom Loimiissioners on rroposed Division
of vounties wund Louundaries of Loroughs

Abotroct of the Population Returas oyl Urcat
Lritain, 1d%l.

Heport from tho Select Committee on Agriculture,
with minutes of evidence ...

Royal Couwnission for Inguiring into the
Adpinistration and Fractical Operation of the
Yoor Laws. neport of the Commissioners.

Ibid. &mnX ae. idenorts of Assistant
Sonillissionars, Pt.lo.

Ihid. Appx B.(l)  Ansver to Hural Guestions,
T

2t 1 - V,

inid. snoxm u(2)  Ansvyer to Town Querics.

[}
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An act for the amenduent and Betvter
adiziaistracion of the Nows relating to the
Poor in sngland and Wales.

Factory Incuiry Comaission. oSupplementary
Lenort. gl wloyaent of Children in Factories.
vt Ll.

xeport frowm the Seleoct Committee on iHandloon
icovers' Petitions, with minutes of evidence.
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aanorts by lnspectors of Factorics.

2nd ncoowt fronl the Select Committee on the
stvate of agriculture, with miautes of evidences

1555 (2h) iy Pover looms used in ractories in Uanited Lingdom.
1556 (7o) v Reports by Inspectors of lactories.
156356 (1355) ALV rersons cmployed in the .ills and Factories of

the United hingdom distinguishinag ages.

ct Coraittee ofi the jouse

o7 (ol v Lenort from the Hele
tate of ASri iculture in snglond

of Lords on the .
anc eles.

Loy ~ o (107) V11l ota deport frow the Select Comaittee anpeinted
to incuire into the administration of the Helief

of the roor ...
1037 = 6 (174) Wvllla 9th weport. Ibid.

16,7 - ¢ (1635) .ivlllb 10th Keport. ibid.

1637 = 3 (191) Xv11ll 1lth Report. Ibid.,

1659 (159)(20L) X1i  ieports by Inspectors of Factories.

1659 (B1) sl deturn of .ills and ractories ... the iuaocer of
rersons enployecd in votton, ‘oollen, iUorsted,
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1080 (h25 - T) Lunber anc neaes of the Unions to which no
Urder nas bezn scnt for witholding Cutdoor
selief to tae Able-bodiwsd.

Aoho (L2 . 1) .alll loyal Commission for Iaquiring into the
vonditions ox the Unemployec illandloom Veavers.
assistant Counissioncrs® Reports.

LOEO (' S LB ealll Ibid.
lﬁi’i‘iﬂﬁ.ﬁ.‘s’.L L £oiG.

1vid, .enort vy -.r.diclkson.

Lol (L0 L Toide Heport frow the Commissioners.
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Report irom the sSclect Commitbee on the
ranagewent of the Poor in weighley Union,
uith minutos of evidence, appendix.

Copy of all Urders issued by the Poor Law
Conmiasioners to the Lioard of Guardians of
Settle Union since lst Januvary last, and
Resolutions ox the Loard thereon.

Corresnondence relating to the granting of
Outdoor Helief which has passed between the
Poor Law Commissioners and the Soard of
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geburn of cach Parvish and Yownsihip ... in

v
e i o yhich .the Yoor ave managed under the Frovisions- -

164) (ho9) x111
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10 (o),

of the Gilbert .cto
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waw Commissioners upon inmates of Skipton
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Reports ol Special assistant Poor Lau
Comnissioners on the Umvnloyment of lomen and
Children in 4griculture.

Reports of Assistant Commissioners on the
State of Gilbert Act Incorporationse.

Census of Great Britain, 1041, inumeration
Abstract. Part 1.

ihid. Yownulation tables. (unge Abstract)

Ibid. vopulation tables. (Uccupation Abstract)
Report Irow the Select Committee on Foor sdelied
(Gilbert Unions), with minutes of evidence.
appendix.

Report from the Select Committee on Commons'
Inclooure,

Henort iIrom the Select Committee appointed on
Poor iclici (Gilbert Unions).

vunber of able=bodicd Paupers rsceiving relied
eoo in clch of the weeks in January 1045 and
1506 ...

Geleet Comridttee appoianted to inguire into the
Uperavion oi the Law of Lettlement and the roor
femoval Act ... lst idewort.
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290 Lemtolor Lol respect

Lgh7 o 5 (&6L) 11 £onort from the Select Commitiee on
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evidenceo
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Lob? - G (Oh2) 111l Jduaber of persons relieved vith Iandoor and
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teturn of the aumber of porsous relieved on the
ground of veins ‘out of worli;" or +in aid of
vyeses!, auring the tenth vecikt of the

cnrigtiuas quarter 1037 eoo

Créer by the Loor Lay Noard 1052 for regulating

1w adninistration of outdoor relief ...
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dosh = 5 (MuL) 111 deport Fron the sclect Committee on Poor

denoval ... With minutes of evidenceo

dcoort drom the Helect Comittee ol ... the
daviae of ines, with aiautes of evidence ...

seport Irom the Select Committee on
Lrresoveadle Foor ... witin minutes of evidenceo
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1061 (14) L Neturn of the average rate oi weckly
earnineg of ag icultural labourers s..

1862 (413) LL1X Reports by Wr.iarnall to the Qoor Lav
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in their respective digiricts oo
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