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The brDad aim of t h i s study i s t o examine the q u a l i t y of 
education p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n and the f a c t o r s which 
a f f e c t i t . The t w i n themes of n a t i o n a l p o l i c y and l o c a l response 
form the background against which the d i f f e r e n t aspects of 
p r o v i s i o n are examined. The e m p i r i c a l s t u d i e s of s i t e and 
education p r o v i s i o n take place i n the Worth East Region of 
England. 

The Gypsies/Travellers are defined as a d i s t i n c t e t h n i c group 
w i t h i n B r i t i s h s o c i e t y w i t h t h e i r own c u l t u r e and l i f e s t y l e . The 
h i s t o r i c a l background of Gypsies i s used as a base t o i l l u s t r a t e 
the development of t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h s o c i e t y today. 

Education of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n , as i n f a c t w i t h a l l c h i l d r e n , i s 
l i n k e d w i t h a secure place t o l i v e . The importance of s i t e 
p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r s and i t s e f f e c t on t h e i r l i f e s t y l e i s 
examined as i s the i d e o l o g i c a l i n t e n t of s i t e p r o v i s i o n by 
Government and Local A u t h o r i t i e s . The relevance of education f o r 
T r a v e l l e r s i n schools i s questioned as are the a t t i t u d e s and 
expectations of teachers i n schools where T r a v e l l e r s attend. The 
perception of T r a v e l l e r s by some teachers i l l u s t r a t e s the need 
f o r the education of teachers. 

Examination of the development of education p r o v i s i o n f o r 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n from the 19th. Century t o the present day 
reveals the d i v e r s i t y and also uneven spread of such p r o v i s i o n . 
This d i v e r s i t y , i n c l u d i n g no s p e c i f i c p r o v i s i o n , i s i l l u s t r a t e d 
i n the Study Region. During the period of t h i s research there 
has been an i n c r e a s i n g awareness of the educational needs of 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n and a commitment by Local Education 
A u t h o r i t i e s t o improve the s i t u a t i o n . A matter f o r concern, 
however, i s t h a t same i n d i v i d u a l schools and teachers view 
education as a t o o l which w i l l a s s i m i l a t e T r a v e l l e r s i n t o the 
s e t t l e d s o c i e t y . 
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•0 Aims 
Hypotheses 

« Hethodology 
* S t r u c t u r e of the Study 



Mm 

This study i s concerned t o examine the q u a l i t y of education 
p r o v i s i o n f o r t r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n and the f a c t o r s which a f f e c t i t , 
w i t h p a r t i c u l a r reference t o the f o r t h East Region of England 
(Appendix 1 - Map of Study Region). 

The work r e s t s on four years of working i n the f i e l d of T r a v e l l e r 
education, During t h i s time valuable contacts were made w i t h 
parents of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n as w e l l as wi t h the c h i l d r e n 
themselves. The op p o r t u n i t y t o t r a v e l throughout the study 
r e g i o n enabled the w r i t e r t o observe l o c a l a u t h o r i t y p r o v i s i o n o f 
both education and s i t e s and t o note the wide v a r i a t i o n i n both 
f i e l d s . Through wide reading, membership of a n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n concerned w i t h the education and the r i g h t s o f 
T r a v e l l e r s , attendance and p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n D.E.S. Courses and 
personal observation the w r i t e r s t u d i e d the n a t i o n a l perspective. 
The use of questionnaires and i n t e r v i e w s enabled a comprehensive 
a n a l y s i s of data from the study region. 

These t w i n themes of n a t i o n a l p o l i c y and l o c a l response form the 
background against which the d i f f e r e n t aspects of p r o v i s i o n are 
examined. The study seeks t o e s t a b l i s h the basis f o r a coherent 
r e g i o n a l p o l i c y and t o examine t h i s i n the context of the good 
p r o f e s s i o n a l p r a c t i c e i l l u s t r a t e d i n the H.M.I. Discussion Paper 1 

(1983) and r e i t e r a t e d i n The Swann Report 2 (1985). 

1. H.M.I. Discussion Paper, IM Education of T r a v e l l e r s ' 
C h i l d r e n (1983). 

2. D.E.S. Education f o r A l l Swann Report (1985). 

(1) 



A number of hypotheses are put forward w i t h i n t h e context of the 
study t o examine the q u a l i t y i n p r o v i s i o n of s i t e s and education, 
as a means of focussing the study:-

1. The Government p o l i c y of p r o v i d i n g s i t e s i s used by Local 
A u t h o r i t i e s as much f o r c o n t r o l as f o r the b e n e f i t of the 
T r a v e l l e r s . 

2. Education w i t h i n schools i s not e s s e n t i a l t o the T r a v e l l e r 
who wishes t o continue his/her nomadic way of l i f e . 

3. T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n are more l i k e l y t o a t t e n d school i f 
t h e i r parents have had some education than i f t h e i r parents 
have not had any. 

4. Teachers regard a s s i m i l a t i o n of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n 
school as a p o s i t i v e step i n t h e i r education. 

(2) 



There are three important elements t o the methodology adopted f o r 
t h i s study. 

The f i r s t concerns the reworking of e x i s t i n g secondary source 
mater i a l i n order t o provide the c u l t u r a l , h i s t o r i c a l and 
p o l i t i c a l context f o r T r a v e l l e r education i n t h i s country. 

The second i s the g a t h e r i n g of new e m p i r i c a l m a t e r i a l through 
questionnaires and i n t e r v i e w s i n the I b r t h East Region. 

The t h i r d i s the i n t e r - a c t i v e use of the author's personal day t o 
day experience as a teacher of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n Cleveland 
County and as an a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t i n several T r a v e l l e r 
Education Regional and N a t i o n a l Bodies. 

Before the beginning of the p r o j e c t contact was made w i t h the 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s i n the study area, (the study area being 
i d e n t i f i e d by i t s geographical l o c a t i o n , the w r i t e r being based 
i n Cleveland County). Basic i n f o r m a t i o n on Local A u t h o r i t y Gypsy 
S i t e s and whether t h e r e was any s p e c i f i c p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r 
education was obtained. 

Detailed q u e stionnaires on s i t e s were sent out t o l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s i n summer 1987; these went t o environmental h e a l t h 
departments, s o c i a l s e r v i c e s , planning or housing departments, 
depending on who was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the s i t e s . 

The l o c a t i o n of s i t e s determined schools nearest the s i t e s , which 
had T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n on r o l e and these were sent 
questionnaires. These questionnaires were completed by the 
headteacher, c l a s s teacher or teacher w i t h s p e c i f i c 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r T r a v e l l e r s , i n the Autumn term 1987, 
Questions were included which gave the teachers' views of the 
consequences of having T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n school. 

The t h i r d p a r t of t h e research was concerned w i t h the T r a v e l l e r 
parents' a t t i t u d e t o education. I n t e r v i e w s w i t h parents took 

(3) 



place I n the Spring and e a r l y Summer of 1988 and the parents were 
asked about t h e i r own education experiences as w e l l as those of 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

By approaching the study of T r a v e l l e r education from the very 
basic premise of the importance of s i t e p r o v i s i o n through t o what 
the T r a v e l l e r parents want f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n i t was pos s i b l e t o 
gain a wide perspective. 

The study was l i m i t e d by the p a u c i t y of l i t e r a t u r e on T r a v e l l e r 
education, and the d i f f i c u l t y i n soma l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s t o 
i d e n t i f y any person who could give i n f o r m a t i o n on T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n i n t h e i r area. I n one l o c a l a u t h o r i t y , f o r example, the 
only person the w r i t e r was r e f e r r e d t o who could give any 
i n f o r m a t i o n on T r a v e l l e r s was the s o l i c i t o r responsible f o r 
e v i c t i o n notices. 

The nomadic l i f e s t y l e of some of the T r a v e l l i n g f a m i l i e s i n the 
study r e g i o n h i g h l i g h t e d the d i f f i c u l t y of c o n t i n u i t y of 
education and c o l l e c t i o n of i n f o r m a t i o n over a p e r i o d of time. 
Despite t h i s the w r i t e r , knowing t h e p a t t e r n of movement of some 
of the f a m i l i e s w i t h i n the area, was able t o c o l l e c t and c o l l a t e 
i n f o r m a t i o n t o p a i n t a p i c t u r e of the s i t u a t i o n i n the area. 

(4) 



STiapCTiraE OF THE SfTOY 

The study was intended t o be concerned w i t h the education of 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n . As w i t h a l l groups i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o 
i s o l a t e education and not look at i t i n the context of s o c i e t y as 
a whole. This i s even more so concerning the education of 
T r a v e l l e r s where education i s so c l o s e l y l i n k e d w i t h s i t e 
p r o v i s i o n . 

The study i s d i v i d e d i n t o three main sections. The f i r s t s e c t i o n 
of the study i s devoted t o s e t t i n g the background t o the study by 
examining the p e r t i n e n t l i t e r a t u r e and e x p l o r i n g the o r i g i n s of 
the d i f f e r e n t T r a v e l l e r groups. The d i s c r i m i n a t i o n faced by 
T r a v e l l e r s both h i s t o r i c a l and today i s discussed as i s the 
r e l e v a n t l e g i s l a t i o n . 

Section two of the study i s concerned p r i m a r i l y w i t h s i t e 
p r o v i s i o n w i t h i n the f o r t h Bast Region and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r 
both T r a v e l l e r c u l t u r e and education. 

The t h i r d p a r t of the study looks f i r s t of a l l at the h i s t o r y of 
T r a v e l l e r education i n t h i s country and then at the s t a t e of 
T r a v e l l e r education today both n a t i o n a l l y and then i n depth i n 
the f o r t h East region. Teachers i n schools which have T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n i n attendance are questioned about both the p o s i t i v e and 
negative aspects of having T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n school. Parents 
are in t e r v i e w e d about t h e i r own educational experiences and those 
of t h e i r c h i l d r e n . The s e c t i o n concludes w i t h a discussion on 
the research undertaken, t o draw i t together and t o show the 
i n t e r - r e l a t i o n between the various threads. The hypotheses are 
examined i n the l i g h t of the o r i g i n a l research undertaken. 

Throughout the t e x t the w r i t e r has used the term ' Gypsy' or 
' T r a v e l l e r ' t o describe the group studied. C a p i t a l l e t t e r s are 
used t o denote Gypsy or T r a v e l l e r as i s customary when r e f e r r i n g 
t o an e t h n i c m i n o r i t y , but many published t e x t s do not use t h i s 
form. Although the term ' T r a v e l l e r ' i ncludes Fairground and 
Circus people, f o r the purpose of t h i s study they have not been 
included because the 1968 Caravan S i t e s Act does not apply t o 

<5> 



them. Through the Showman's Guild they are a f f o r d e d s t a t u s and 
p r o t e c t i o n , and are not as stigmatised as other T r a v e l l e r s and 
t h e i r needs and the ways i n which they are met are d i f f e r e n t . 
Indeed, the m a t e r i a l on c i r c u s and f a i r g r o u n d people"s needs 
would i n i t s e l f c o n s t i t u t e another study. The word gorgio, 
sometimes s p e l t gaujo, (a Romany word) i s used by the w r i t e r t o 
denote non-Traveller or -house dweller. The word ' t r a i l e r ' i s 
used on occasion i n s t e a d of 'caravan' as i t i s i n common usage by 
the T r a v e l l e r s . 

(6) 



ft Review of P e r t i n e n t L i t e r a t u r e 
ft O r i g i n s of the Gypsies 
ft T r a v e l l e r Groups i n B r i t a i n 
ft H i s t o r y of P e r s e c u t i o n and Harrassment 
ft Racism a g a i n s t T r a v e l l e r s today 
ft L e g i s l a t i o n a f f e c t i n g Gypsies i n B r i t a i n . 



T h i s s e c t i o n l o o k s at the key t e s t s concerned with the background 
of G y p s i e s and developments i n the p r o v i s i o n wa&a f o r 
G y p s i e s / T r a v e l l e r s . Other r e l e v a n t l i t e r a t u r e w i l l be r e f e r r e d 
to i n the study where a p p r o p r i a t e . I t was noted i n the 
examination of the l i t e r a t u r e t h a t the overwhelming m a j o r i t y was 
w r i t t e n by gorgios. 

Jean P i e r r e L i e g e o i s i n h i s book "Gypsies, an I l l u s t r a t e d 
H i s t o r y " (1986), t r a c e s the movement of G y p s i e s through r e s e a r c h 
on a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l and l i n g u i s t i c s ources. The importance of 
l i n g u i s t i c s and the work by Stephan V a l y i i n the E i g h t e e n t h 
Century, which showed t h a t I n d i a was p o s s i b l y where the G y p s i e s 
o r i g i n a t e d from, enabled l a t e r r e s e a r c h e r s , who examined the 
s t r u c t u r e of Gypsy d i a l e c t s a c r o s s the Middle E a s t , C e n t r a l 
Europe and Europe, to give some i d e a of the r o u t e s the g y p s i e s 
took. Examining a l s o myth and legends about Gypsies, L i e g e o i s 
shows how t h e s e enhanced the mystery which surrounded the 
Gypsies, g i v i n g r i s e t o f e a r and p r e j u d i c e i n many c a s e s . The 
p e r s e c u t i o n of Gypsies, a s documented from the Fourteenth Century 
to the p r e s e n t day, i s f a c t u a l l y p resented by L i e g e o i s , but the 
c e n t u r i e s of a t r o c i t i e s committed a g a i n s t the Gypsies s t a n d s a s 
an indictment a g a i n s t most European n a t i o n s . 

The D e s t i n y of Europe's Gypsies. (1972) by Donald Kendrick and 
G r a t t o n Puxon, b r i e f l y c o v e r s the o r i g i n of the Gypsies from 
I n d i a and t h e i r a r r i v a l i n Europe v i a the Middle E a s t . The book 
c o n c e n t r a t e s on the p e r s e c u t i o n of the G y p s i e s from the e a r l i e s t 
documentation i n the Fourteenth Century t o the present day but 
c o n c e n t r a t e s i n d e t a i l on the N a z i ' s extermination of Gypsies i n 
the Second World War, estimated a t between 250,000 and 300,000 
v i c t i m s . Kendrick and Puxon, l i k e L i e g e o i s , a l s o c o n s i d e r 
p r e s e n t day r e s t r i c t i o n s on G y p s i e s i n Europe and Great B r i t a i n , 
which, they argue, i l l u s t r a t e t h a t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i s s t i l l being 
widely p r a c t i s e d . However, an o p t i m i s t i c view i s taken of the 
f u t u r e of G y p s i e s as they become more u n i t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . 
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A c o n t r o v e r s i a l view of the h i s t o r i c a l o r i g i n of Gypsies i s put 
forward by J u d i t h Oh&iy i n "The T r a v e l l e r G y p s i e s " (1983). She 
suggests t h a t many groups of s o - c a l l e d E g y p t i a n s were composed 
l a r g e l y of " d i s f r a n c h i s e d and indigenous persons"', who may have 
adopted an e x o t i c name and p a r t s of a s e c r e t "language", e i t h e r 
C r e o l e or p i d g i n , which had c r o s s e d aany c o u n t r i e s i n Europe. A 
l e c t u r e r i n S o c i a l Anthropology, J u d i t h O&gly, has c a r r i e d out 
ex t e n s i v e f i e l d w o r k with E n g l i s h Gypsies. Her book examines i n 
d e t a i l t h e i r f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s h i p s and economic s t r u c t u r e , a s w e l l 
as the Gypsies' r e l a t i o n s h i p s with gaujos. As wi t h other w r i t e r s 
i n the l a s t decade she a l s o c o v e r s the r e p r e s s i v e measures taken 
a g a i n s t Gypsies, and t h e i r a b i l i t y i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n to s u r v i v e . 
Her comprehensive s t u d y i s e s s e n t i a l reading, g i v i n g an important 
i n s i g h t i n t o p r e s e n t day T r a v e l l e r c u l t u r e . 

Bo h i s t o r i c a l r e f e r e n c e to E n g l i s h Gypsies i s complete without 
Lavengro by George Borrow, f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n 1851, which, 
although f u l l of romance and e x o t i c i s m about the Gypsy l i f e s t y l e , 
combines t h i s with a c e r t a i n a u t h e n t i c i t y he gained from f i r s t 
hand experience. I t i s a mixture of f a c t and f i c t i o n . Borrow 
endorsed and p u b l i c i s e d the I n d i a n o r i g i n of the Romanies i n 
England. The Wind on the Heath (1930), a Gypsy Anthology by John 
Sampson, " i s an attempt to i n t e r p r e t to g e n t i l e r e a d e r s something 
of the glamour t h a t enwraps the Gypsy r a c e " 2 . Poems from George 
Borrow t o R : L ; JBteveiison f Bunyon t o Wordsworth, capture the 
romantic, f r e e s p i r i t which Borrow, and many other authors who 
have had no c o n t a c t with Gypsies, tend to s t e r e o t y p e . 

A d i f f e r e n t s t e r e o t y p e of the Gypsy, t h a t of an undesirable, 
unclean, untrustworthy t r i c k s t e r , i s o f t e n used by a u t h o r i t y a s a 
reason f o r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and e v i c t i o n . G y p s i e s and Government 
P o l i c y in_England, (1975) w r i t t e n by a team of s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s 
(B. Adams e t a l ) , l o o k s a t how l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s a r e having to 
cope with the t a s k of s i t e p r o v i s i o n and management under the 
Caravan S i t e s Act 1968. One of the main purposes of the Act was 
to put an end to unauthorised s i t e s , which a r e regarded a s a 
t h r e a t by housedwellers. The e x p e c t a t i o n was t h a t once on a 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t y s i t e they would give up t h e i r t r a v e l l i n g 
l i f e s t y l e and be a s s i m i l a t e d i n t o gaujo l i f e s t y l e . From the 
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study undertaken by r e s e a r c h e r s i t appears t h a t few of the 
T r a v e l l e r s had any d e s i r e f a r a s s i m i l a t i o n . David S i b l e y i n 
O u t s i d e r s i n Urban S o c i e t i e s (1981) c o n s i d e r s the economic and 
p o l i t i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e of the T r a v e l l e r s . The o f f i c i a l response 
from government and l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s i s e x p l o r e d and i t shows 
t h a t i n s p i t e of the government's ass u r a n c e s t h a t G y p s i e s have a 
r i g h t to a nomadic way of l i f e i n p r a c t i c e they r e s t r i c t t h i s , 

The Travellers'Handbook by B i l l F o r r e s t e r i s a very i n f o r m a t i v e 
guide to the law a s i t a f f e c t s T r a v e l l e r s . P u b l i s h e d i n 1985 i t 
a l s o g i v e s a c o n c i s e coverage of s i t e p r o v i s i o n and d e s i g n a t i o n 
a f t e r the Caravan^Act 1968. Covering the law i n r e g a r d to both 
education and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i t i s very u s e f u l a s a r e f e r e n c e 
book f o r both T r a v e l l e r s and those who work with T r a v e l l e r s . 

The i n t r i c a c i e s of Gypsy p o l i t i c s are explored by Thomas Acton i n 
Gypsy P o l i t i c s and S o c i a l Change (1974). He shows the 
development of Gypsy n a t i o n a l i s m to the i n c e p t i o n of the Gypsy 
Coun c i l and d i s c u s s e s the d i f f i c u l t i e s of forming a n a t i o n a l 
movement from fragmented groups, some sedentary, o t h e r s nomadic. 
The importance f o r the G y p s i e s to have spokesmen from t h e i r own 
groups w i t h i n the e d u c a t i o n movement i s shown to be of great 
importance. 

The D.E.S. re p o r t . C h i l d r e n and t h e i r Primary. School. (1967), 
under the chairmanship of Lady Plowden, h i g h l i g h t e d the p l i g h t of 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n . A subsequent study by the S c h o o l s C o u n c i l 
undertaken by C h r i s t o p h e r B e i s s , Education of T r a v e l l i n g C h i l d r e n 
(1975), d e s c r i b e d a p r o j e c t which was s e t up i n January 1971. I t 

A'tes 
was thought t h a t the 1968 Caravan^Act would r e s u l t i n widespread 
p r o v i s i o n of Gypsy Caravan S i t e s and t h a t the s e t t i n g up of these 
s i t e s would l e a d to an i n f l u x of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n t o s c h o o l s . 
I t was considered t h e r e f o r e t h a t there was an urgent need fo r 
information and a d v i c e t o t e a c h e r s i f they were t o cope with 
c h i l d r e n who had been r e c e i v i n g i r r e g u l a r , or i n many c a s e s no, 
s c h o o l i n g . A thorough r e p o r t , i t d e a l s w i t h the p r a c t i c e s of 
t e a c h i n g T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n and recommends examples of good 
p r a c t i c e , i n c l u d i n g m a t e r i a l s and c u r r i c u l a . Much of i t i s 
r e l e v a n t today and w i l l be r e f e r r e d to l a t e r i n t h i s study. 
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Dick Worrall i n h i s book Gypsy E d u c a t i o n (i979) a l s o looks a t 
T r a v e l l e r education and i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p to the 1968 Caravan Act. 
T h i s i s h i g h l y r e l e v a n t because i t i s very d i f f i c u l t t o i s o l a t e 
T r a v e l l e r education from s i t e p r o v i s i o n . Case s t u d i e s where 
th e r e i s s p e c i f i c education f o r T r a v e l l e r s were undertaken and 
which r e f l e c t e d the s u c c e s s or f a i l u r e of the schemes depending 
on the approach to s i t e p r o v i s i o n and harrassment. T h i s w i l l be 
explored i n r e l a t i o n s h i p t o C l e v e l a n d ' s p o l i c y and t h a t of other 
L.B.A.'s i n the North E a s t . 

I n 1983 an H.M.I. D i s c u s s i o n paper "The Education of T r a v e l l e r s ' 
C h i l d r e n " was pu b l i s h e d by the D.E.S. which aimed t o promote 
d i s c u s s i o n i n t h i s f i e l d by h i g h l i g h t i n g the problems and g i v i n g 
examples of good p r a c t i c e i n some L.E.A.'s. 

The r e p o r t Education f o r A l l (1985 Swann Report) w i l l be examined 
i n d e t a i l a s i t devoted a c h a p t e r to the education needs of 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n . The Caravan S i t e s Act 1968, with i t s 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r T r a v e l l e r e d u c a t i o n and the C r i p p s Report 
<1976), a l s o concerned with s i t e p r o v i s i o n , w i l l be covered. 
Va r i o u s T r a v e l l e r o r g a n i s a t i o n s , e.g. Gypsy C o u n c i l , Advisory 
Committee f o r the Ed u c a t i o n of Romanies and other T r a v e l l e r s 
(A.C.E.R.T. ) , National Gypsy Ed u c a t i o n Council (N.G.E. C ) , 
National A s s o c i a t i o n of Teachers of T r a v e l l e r s (N.A.T.T.), have 
a l l produced r e p o r t s on T r ^ v p l l p r ?duc«tinn ; si+p p r o v i s i o n and 
d e s i g n a t i o n . These w i l l be looked a t i n some d e t a i l . The 
National Council f o r C i v i l L i b e r t y (K.C.C.L.) and Save the 
C h i l d r e n Fund (S.C.F.) have a l s o produced r e p o r t s on T r a v e l l e r s 
i n c l u d i n g the New Age T r a v e l l e r s . S.C.F. run v a r i o u s p r o j e c t s i n 
England and I r e l a n d to improve the q u a l i t y of l i f e of Gypsy 
c h i l d r e n . An education pack on T r a v e l l e r s i s being produced by 
the M i n o r i t y Rights Group f o r use i n schools, to inform both 
t e a c h e r s and c h i l d r e n a l i k e about t h e h i s t o r y and l i f e s t y l e of 
the T r a v e l l e r s , and, i t i s hoped, make people aware of t h e i r own 
p r e j u d i c e s . 

There has been a growth of l i t e r a t u r e , both f i c t i o n and non-
f i c t i o n on Gypsies s i n c e the 1970's a s i s shown i n Dennis Binns A. 
Gypsy Bibliography <1982, Supplements 1987 and 1988). Although 
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only a few of th e p u b l i c a t i o n s have been reviewed i n t h i s t e x t , 
they w i l l be the main r e f e r r a l p o i n t s and other books, j o u r n a l s , 
a r t i c l e s and t h e s e s w i l l be r e f e r r e d t o when and where 
appropriate. 

1. J u d i t h Okely The T r a v e l l e r Gypsies (1983) p.15. 
2. - John Sampson The Vind on the Heath A Gypsy Anthology (1930) 

Preface p. x i i . 
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oaiGins OF im Gwsim 

The h i s t o r y of G y p s i e s or T r a v e l l e r s has not been w r i t t e n by them 
because t h e i r s i s a n o n - l i t e r a t e t r a d i t i o n and what few documents 
or r e f e r e n c e s to t h e i r h i s t o r y e x i s t have been w r i t t e n by the 
dominant non-Gypsy, or g o r g i o 1 , s o c i e t y . T h i s f a c t o r could mean 
t h a t important f a c t s have been missed out, exaggerated or 
underestimated and i n t r a n s l a t i o n s mistakes may have been made. 

Legends and myths surrounding G y p s i e s gave r i s e to hypotheses 
which were o f t e n taken a s c e r t a i n t i e s . The f a c t t h a t "Gypsies 
have often p r o t e c t e d themselves from unwelcome e n q u i r i e s by 
d e c e i v i n g t h e i r q u e s t i o n e r s , by i n v e n t i n g s t o r i e s to e x p l a i n and 
f a c i l i t a t e t h e i r nomadism" 2, makes s o r t i n g f a c t from f i c t i o n over 
c e n t u r i e s an almost i m p o s s i b l e t a s k . Many legends have used 
elements of C h r i s t i a n i t y t o e x p l a i n the perpetual wandering of 
the Gypsies. One of the legends t e l l s of the a n c e s t o r s of the 
G y p s i e s forging the n a i l s f o r the C r u c i f i x i o n and t h a t t h r e e of 
the n a i l s were used but the f o u r t h remained red hot and followed 
them, and t h e i r descendants, so they could not r e s t . Another 
t h a t the descendants s t o l e the f o u r t h n a i l from the c r o s s and 
were thus condemned t o wander f o r seven y e a r s or seven c e n t u r i e s . 
Yet i t has been documented t h a t the Gypsies d i d not r e a c h the 
Holy Land u n t i l s e v e r a l c e n t u r i e s a f t e r C h r i s t 3 . 

Baudriraont, a w r i t e r i n the n i n e t e e n t h century, b e l i e v e d t h a t the 
a n c e s t o r s of Gypsies came from Babylon and the d e s t r u c t i o n of 
t h i s l e d to t h e i r movement. Another myth i s t h a t they were 
s u r v i v o r s of A t l a n t i s . Such a v a r i e t y of legends surrounding the 
Gypsies' o r i g i n s g i v e r i s e to t h e i r often e x o t i c and mysterious 
image. 

One popular h y p o t h e s i s has been t h a t Gypsies come from Egypt or 
L i t t l e Egypt, t h e i r name Gypsies, or Egyptians, when they f i r s t 
a r r i v e d i n Western Europe r e i n f o r c i n g t h i s theory. Two w r i t e r s 
i n the f i f t e e n t h century, D a n i e l S p e c k l i n and Jaques Trausch, 
wrote of Gypsies a r r i v i n g i n S trasburg, who were s a i d t o be 
wandering, doing seven y e a r s penance, came from E p i r u s or L i t t l e 
Egypt. In medieval t i m e s the whole of the E a s t e r n Mediterranean 
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was known a s L i t t l e Egypt. One theory of the o r i g i n of the 
" E g y p t i a n " name i s given by C l e b e r t t h a t i n the f o u r t e e n t h 
century, before there was any p u b l i c r e c o r d of Gypsies i n Western 
Europe, " a l l mountebanks and t r a v e l l i n g showman were dubbed 
"Egyptians'"-*. Thomas Acton s, although supporting the theory of 
the I n d i a n o r i g i n of Gypsies, e x p l a i n s t h a t so c a l l e d " E g y p t i a n s " 
found t h a t t o f e i g n e x o t i c o r i g i n s and the apparent f l e e i n g from 
p e r s e c u t i o n made them more a c c e p t a b l e . 

L i n g u i s t i c evidence p u b l i s h e d i n the eighteenth and n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r i e s demonstrated the I n d i a n o r i g i n of the Gypsy language. 
As the vocabulary of the Gypsy d i a l e c t s was examined i n v a r i o u s 
c o u n t r i e s , the paths taken from I n d i a a c r o s s the Middle E a s t to 
C e n t r a l Europe could be t r a c e d . But beyond C e n t r a l Europe the 
d i s p e r s i o n of groups and t h e i r movements back and f o r t h through 
Europe made t h i s more d i f f i c u l t . J u d i t h Okely i s somewhat 
s c e p t i c a l : "Whether a l l those persons c a l l i n g themselves and 
c a l l e d E g y p t i a n s , from the s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y on were from over 
s e a s i s a matter of c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n j e c t u r e and c o n t r o v e r s y . " 6 

She i s r e f e r r i n g to E n g l i s h Gypsies. She argues t h a t language i s 
l e a r n t or t r a n s m i t t e d and t h a t i t i s not b i o l o g i c a l l y i n h e r i t e d . 

From th e m i d — fourteenth c e n t u r y onwards t h e r e has been 
documentation on Gypsies, t h e i r t r a d e s and t h e i r d i s p e r s i o n , 
although t h e s e re^oi"dR ar« pompwhat fragmented; I n t h e e a r l y 
f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y groups were recorded i n Crete, S e r b i a and 
Hungary. The r e c o r d s of movement i n the f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y show 
G y p s i e s i n Germany, France and S w i t z e r l a n d . The " E g y p t i a n s " were 
f i r s t recorded i n B r i t a i n , i n Scotland, i n 1505, p r e s e n t i n g 
themselves a s p i l g r i m s to James IV, and the f i r s t recorded 
evidence of them i n England was 1514 7. A f r i c a , the Americas and 
A u s t r a l i a had Gypsy immigrants a s w e l l but t h i s was mainly 
through e n f o r c e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to the c o l o n i e s from P o r t u g a l , 
England and France i n the seventeenth century. 

The t r a v e l s of the Gypsies, many of whom s e t t l e d , o t h e r s who 
t r a v e l l e d over great d i s t a n c e s , were u s u a l l y accompanied by 
p e r s e c u t i o n , ( t h i s i s covered i n a l a t e r s e c t i o n ) . The i n t e r -
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marriage, c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l exchanges which o c c u r r e d between 
T r a v e l l e r s of I n d i a n o r i g i n and the indigenous population, 
whether s e t t l e d or T r a v e l l e r , produced h y b r i d groups, with a 
coromon c u l t u r e of t r a v e l l i n g . 

I n the second h a l f of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y when an estimated 
200,000 Romanian Gypsies were f r e e d from s l a v e r y , there was 
another wave of movement through Europe 1 3. I n the 1960*s th e r e 
was movement from Y u g o s l a v i a to Western Europe and many I r i s h 
T r a v e l l e r s came over to England, mainly because of the economic 
c l i m a t e i n t h e i r own country. 

I t i s i m p o s s i b l e to get a c c u r a t e f i g u r e s of the number of Gypsies 
i n Europe today. There i s c o n t r o v e r s y a s to who i s a Gypsy, and 
whether sedentary G y p s i e s are to be counted. The d e c i s i o n a s to 
who i s a Gypsy i s o f t e n a p o l i t i c a l one which may depend on the 
p o l i t i c a l p o l i c y towards Gypsies a t a p a r t i c u l a r time. F i g u r e s 
may be minimised or exaggerated. ( J e a n - P i e r r e ) L i e g i o u s 9 roughly 
e s t i m a t e s the t o t a l number of G y p s i e s i n E a s t and West Europe, 
e x c l u d i n g Turkey, as being between 3,421,750 and 4,935,500. 

1. Gorgio - meaning non-Gypsy. 
2. J e a n - P i e r r e L i e g i o u s , G y p s i e s - An I l l u s t r a t e d H i s t o r y 

(1986) p.18. 
3. Donald K e n r i c k & Grattan Pu&oft D e s t i n y of Europe's Gypsies 

(1972) p.27. 
4. Jean-Paul C l e b e r t , The G y p s i e s (1963) p.20. 
5. Thomas Acton, Gypsy P o l i t i c s and S o c i a l Change (1974) p.61. 
6. J u d i t h Okely, The Traveller-Gypsies (1983) p.2. 
7. B. V e s e y - F i t z g e r a l d , Gypsies of B r i t a i n (1944) p. 21. 
8. I a n Hancock, The P a r i a h Syndrome (1987) p.37. 
9. L i e g i o i s , op c i t p.47. 
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I n t w e l f t h c e n t u r y S c o t l a n d the name T i n k l e r or T i n k e r was given 
to a group of indigenous metal workers which had i t s own i d e n t i t y 
of language and c u l t u r e . T h i s i s supported by the Oxford E n g l i s h 
D i c t i o n a r y where T i n k e r and T i n k l e r are recorded a s being trade 
names i n the t w e l f t h century. The f i r s t recorded mention of 
Gypsies i n S c o t l a n d was 1505 1. S o c i a l , c u l t u r a l c o n t a c t and 
int e r m a r r i a g e between the Gypsies and indigenous T i n k l e r 
population produced h y b r i d groups which r e f l e c t e d the language 
and c u l t u r e of t h e i r v a r i o u s o r i g i n s . 

There were numerous groups t r a v e l l i n g i n England i n the 
fourteenth century. These included t i n k e r s , p e d l a r s , 
e n t e r t a i n e r s , p r e a c h e r s and f r e e s e r f s . To be economically 
v i a b l e they had to be nomadic t o f i n d new markets f o r t h e i r 
s k i l l s or wares, or a new audience. P e d l a r s and t i n k e r s were 
acknowledged i n Roman t i m e s i n t h i s country. I t wasn't u n t i l the 
e a r l y s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h a t there was the f i r s t r e c o r d of 
Gypsies i n England although they may have immigrated some y e a r s 
e a r l i e r . I n 1514 an "E g y p t i a n " woman who c o u l d 2 " t e l l marvellous 
t h i n g s by lo o k i n g i n t o one's hand" i s one of the f i r s t r e c o r d s . 
Shakespeare i n O t h e l l o r e f e r s t o "That handkerchief, Did an 
Egyptian to my mother give ; She was a charmer and c o u l d almost 
read The thoughts of p e o p l e : " 3 and i n Henry IV* he makes 
re f e r e n c e to t i n k e r s and t h e i r own language. T h i s i l l u s t r a t e s 
the presence of d i f f e r e n t nomadic groups of t h i s time. 

During p r e - C h r i s t i a n t i m e s t i n and coppersmiths t r a v e l l e d through 
I r e l a n d . The words t i n k l e r and tynkere were mentioned f o r the 
f i r s t time i n 1175 i n connection with such an o c c u p a t i o n 6 . In 
1500 groups of such T r a v e l l e r s i n I r e l a n d were common. As f a r as 
i s known t h e r e were, and are, very few Gyp6y f a m i l i e s i n I r e l a n d 
as economic competition from the indigenous T i n k e r s made making a 
l i v i n g d i f f i c u l t . The T i n k e r or T r a v e l l e r community had and 
s t i l l has i t s own c u l t u r e and s o c i a l order. They have t h e i r own 
" s e c r e t " language c a l l e d S h e l t a or Gammon, which i s a spoken 
language, not w r i t t e n . According to H a c A l i s t e r t h e formation of 
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E l i z a b e t h a n r a c i s t a c t s a g a i n s t Gypsies took the forms of 
ex p u l s i o n , imprisonment and e x e c u t i o n but V i c t o r i a n r a c i a l i s m , 
though i t often took the form of p e r s e c u t i o n i n a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d 
manner, took i t s most e f f e c t i v e form i n the a t t i t u d e of " s i n c e r e 
benevolence" 9. I n the mid=nineteenth century s c h o o l s f o r Gypsy 
c h i l d r e n were s e t up by the Quakers and v a r i o u s other r e l i g i o u s 
m i s s i o n s . Host of the m i s s i o n s b e l i e v e d i n a s s i m i l a t i o n and many 
t r i e d persuasion to make p a r e n t s l e a v e t h e i r c h i l d r e n with the 
missions. From the 1870"s the S a l v a t i o n Army became i n v o l v e d i n 
t h i s work. 

In the l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century t h e r e was an 
i n c r e a s e d i n t e r e s t shown i n G y p s i e s from such people a s George 
Smith of C o a l v i l l e who wrote Gypsy l i f e i n 1880, and t r i e d to get 
a b i l l passed to r e g i s t e r the vans. But i t was w r i t t e n of George 
Smith by Groome, "he (George Smith) had a deep contempt f o r and 
i n s e n s i t i v i t y towards the f e e l i n g s of the o b j e c t s of h i s 
b e n e v o l e n c e " 1 0 . Apart from c h a r i t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s or s t a t e 
l e g i s l a t i o n which t r i e d t o c o n v e r t and a s s i m i l a t e the G y p s i e s 
t h e i r e x o t i c image was e x p l o i t e d by oth e r s l i k e George Borrow, 
L e l a n d and Groome. The Gypsy Lore S o c i e t y founded i n 1880 
contained f o l k l o r e , examples of the Bomany language but some was 
o b v i o u s l y w r i t t e n by people who had l i t t l e knowledge of Gypsies. 
A Gypsy Anthology chosen by John Sampson c a l l e d "The Wind on the 
Hpat.h" 1 r n st.ranirp mixture of work wrlt+.p-n shout OvDsies and the 
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s p i r i t of freedom and being a t one with nature a s evoked by t h e i r 
image. 

There i s very l i t t l e work p u b l i s h e d about B r i t i s h G y p s i e s between 
the 1930's and 1950's. R e f e r e n c e s can be found about the New 
F o r e s t Compounds where G y p s i e s were herded i n t o compounds between 
the wars. Vesey-'Fitzgerald comments on the c o n d i t i o n s i n these 
compounds t h a t "the huts and t e n t s were not permitted any f l o o r s 
other than the bare e a r t h " 1 1 . The treatment of 
G y p s i e s / T r a v e l l e r s from the 1950's and the l e g i s l a t i o n a f f e c t i n g 
them w i l l be covered i n another s e c t i o n as w i l l the c u l t u r e of 
T r a v e l l e r s o c i e t y today. 
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The d e f i n i t i o n of who today i s a G y p s y / T r a v e l l e r i s s t i l l 
regarded a s c o n t r o v e r s i a l . Even i n the Gypsy community t h e r e a r e 
arguments a s t o who i s c l a s s e d a s a " r e a l 0 Gypsy. Thomas Acton 
by the word Gypsy means "anyone who would s i n c e r e l y i d e n t i f y 
h i m s e l f a s such" and the word T r a v e l l e r "people who are, or have 
been, or descended from people who were on the road and who 
maintained c e r t a i n c u l t u r a l t r a i t s " 1 2 . 

From t h e i r o r i g i n s whether i t be rooted i n In d i a , indigenous 
i t i n e r a t e metal workers or p e d l a r s , the Gypsies of today a r e 
i d e n t i f i e d by t h e i r nomadism and s e p a r a t e c u l t u r e . I t was o n l y 
i n September 1981 that the Commission f o r B a c i a l E q u a l i t y s t a t e d 
t h a t G y p s i e s were an e t h n i c m i n o r i t y and were t h e r e f o r e e n t i t l e d 
to p r o t e c t i o n under the 1976 Sace R e l a t i o n s Act. T h i s puts a 
more p o s i t i v e image on the Gypsies and the emergence of l e a d e r s 
from amongst the Gypsy community g i v e s a v o i c e , although they a r e 
o f t e n d i v i d e d v o i c e s , which i s v e r y important as the G y p s i e s 
s t i l l have to f i g h t to r e t a i n t h e i r c u l t u r e and l i f e s t y l e a g a i n s t 
i n c r e a s i n g l e g i s l a t i o n and the e v e r — p e r v a d i n g d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

1. L i e g i o s Gypsies, p. 44. 
2. V e s e y - F i t z g e r a l d , Gypsies of B r i t a i n , p.28. 
3. W i l l i a m Shakespeare, O t h e l l o and the Egyptian S p e l l quoted 

i n John Sampson, The Wind on the Heath. (1930) p.228-229. 
4. W i l l i a m Shakespeare, Henry IV Pt. 1 Act 2, Sc. 4, quoted i n 

Sampson o p . c i t . p.279. 
5. West Midland Broadsheet 1982, T r a v e l l e r Education S e r v i c e . 
6. Thomas Acton, Gypsy P o l i t i c s and S o c i a l Change. (1974) 

pp. 65-67. 
7. Acton, o p . c i t . p.57. 
8. K e n r i c k and Puxon, Destiny of Europe's Gypsies, (1972) p.45. 
9. Acton, o p . c i t . p.103. 
10. F.H. Groome. In Gypsy Tents. (1880, 1973 R e p r i n t ) ch.8, 

quoted by Acton, op. c i t . p.109. 
11. V e s e y - F i t z g e r a l d , A P o r t r a i t of the Few F o r e s t (1966). 
12. Acton, op. c i t . p.59. 
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There has been and s t i l l i s an uneasy r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
Gypsies and gorgios. From when G y p s i e s f i r s t appeared i n Western 
Europe i n the f o u r t e e n t h century they o f t e n aroused m i s t r u s t and 
r e j e c t i o n . P a r t l y because of t h e i r nomadism they were on the 
outside of mainstream s o c i e t y . Up u n t i l the p r e s e n t day the 
m a j o r i t y of p o l i c i e s adopted towards G y p s i e s have been negative, 
whether p o l i c i e s of a s s i m i l a t i o n or r e j e c t i o n . 

The l e g i s l a t i o n with r e s p e c t to r e j e c t i o n a g a i n s t G y p s i e s s t a r t e d 
i n the f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y and spread r a p i d l y throughout Europe 
(Appendix 2 ) . Repeated offences a g a i n s t the law of e x p u l s i o n was 
punishable by death. Germany, Spain, England, S w i t z e r l a n d and 
the Netherlands a l l had the death p e n a l t y f o r Gypsies. 
S w i t z e r l a n d has a v e r y long h i s t o r y of p e r s e c u t i n g Gypsies. 
Gypsy bunting p a r t i e s were held and a law passed i n Berne i n 1646 
gave people the r i g h t to k i l l Gypsies. I n the Netherlands, 
Germany and Denmark Gypsy hunting p a r t i e s a l s o took pl a c e , even 
as l a t e as 1835. 

Forced labour, whipping, t o r t u r e , branding, the c u t t i n g o f f of 
e a r s were common punishments f o r the "crime" of being a Gypsy. 
France, Germany and Portugal s e n t G y p s i e s to the G a l l e y s . 
Rno-land and France. i n the e i g h t e e n t h centurv. t r a n s n o r t e d 
Gypsies to t h e i r c o l o n i e s . The r e p r e s s i v e laws and the f a i l u r e 
to r i d the country by e x p u l s i o n of the Gypsies, proved 
i n e f f e c t i v e , a s f a r a s governments were concerned. There s t i l l 
remained groups of nomads who were seen a s p h y s i c a l l y t h r e a t e n i n g 
and out of c o n t r o l of the s t a t e . 

Some c o u n t r i e s t r i e d t o overcome the Gypsy "problem" by e n f o r c i n g 
settlement. I n Spain the d r e s s and language of G y p s i e s as w e l l 
as horse d e a l i n g was banned i n the s i x t e e n t h and seventeenth 
c e n t u r i e s and they were ordered to s e t t l e i n communities where 
there were over 1,000 i n h a b i t a n t s . Nomadism was a l s o p r o h i b i t e d . 
F a i l u r e to comply w i t h these laws c o u l d mean the death penalty. 
Forced s e t t l e m e n t and the f o r b i d d i n g of Gypsy l i f e s t y l e and 
c u l t u r e was a l s o enforced i n Hungary i n the e i g h t e e n t h century 
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and of t e n Gypsy c h i l d r e n were taken away from t h e i r p a r e n t s and 
giv e n to o t h e r s t o b r i n g up. I n some c o u n t r i e s , e.g. S p a i n and 
Hungary, i t was a l s o f o r b i d d e n f o r a Gypsy t o marry a non-Gypsy 1, 
a form of a p a r t h e i d . 

In the Romanian p r i n c i p a l i t i e s from the end of the f o u r t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y Gypsies became s l a v e s of the s t a t e , c l e r g y or l o r d s . 
G y p s i e s a r r i v i n g from abroad became the property of the s t a t e and 
the c h i l d r e n born to G y p s i e s a u t o m a t i c a l l y s l a v e s . Newspapers i n 
the middle of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y contained announcements of 
Gypsy s l a v e s a l e s , f o r example, i n 1845, "By the sons and h e i r s 
of Serdar l i c o l a i H i c a of Bucharest, f o r s a l e 200 Gypsy f a m i l i e s . 
The men are mainly l o c k s m i t h s , goldsmiths, bootmakers, m u s i c i a n s 
and peasants. Not l e s s than f i v e f a m i l i e s per l o t . Payment 
f a c i l i t i e s " . 2 F i n a l a b o l i t i o n of s l a v e r y i n Romania was only 
obtained i n 1856 and 200,000 G y p s i e s were freed. 

T h i s century Gypsies have faced, and are s t i l l f a c i n g , o p p r e s s i o n 
and f a r c e d a s s i m i l a t i o n . I n Czechoslovakia i n 1927 a law was 
passed which p r o h i b i t e d Gypsy nomadism and way of l i f e . I d e n t i t y 
c a r d s were introduced and c h i l d r e n under fourteen c o u l d be taken 
from t h e i r f a m i l i e s . I t i s not only s t a t e i n t e r v e n t i o n t h a t has 
sought to a s s i m i l a t e the Gypsies. The S w i s s c h a r i t y pro 
Juventute Foundation i n 1926 launched the " C h i l d r e n of the 
P r * i i r \ + i r t r PrnfTTflTflflMs" »cr»,l-nc+ w s o r a n r v P o r n r H c clinw n v p r R 0 0 
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c h i l d r e n were abducted, mainly under s i x y e a r s old, and p l a c e d i n 
f o s t e r homes, p s y c h i a t r i c h o s p i t a l s e t c . . The programme was only 
abandoned i n 1973 (Appendix 3 ) . 

I t was not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t when the Nazis came t o power i n 
Germany i n 1933 they i n h e r i t e d much anti-Gypsy l e g i s l a t i o n . The 
"holocaust" brought about the ext e r m i n a t i o n of n e a r l y a q u a r t e r 
of a m i l l i o n G y p s i e s 3 . No G y p s i e s were ever c a l l e d a s w i t n e s s e s 
a t the Nuremburg T r i a l s and a s y e t no compensation has been p a i d 
to any Gypsies i n r e t r i b u t i o n f o r the war. T h i s compares 
unfavourably with the treatment of the Jews who have r e c e i v e d 
compensation amounting to many m i l l i o n s of pounds. De­
n a z i f i c a t i o n f a i l e d t o remove deep seated p r e j u d i c e . P a s s e s f o r 
t r a v e l only w i t h i n a c e r t a i n r a d i u s were introduced i n some a r e a s 
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of Germany f o r Gypsies. ETomadism continued to be outlawed. A 
law s t i l l i n f o r c e r e s t r i c t s G y p s i e s with school age c h i l d r e n 
from t r a v e l l i n g . 

The same anti-Gypsy p r e j u d i c e i s a c t i v e throughout most of 
Europe. The p o l i c y of c o n s t a n t l y moving f a m i l i e s on from one 
town to another, one s t a t e to the next, has been condemnded by 
the C o u n c i l of Europe 4- a s d e p r i v i n g them of the b a s i c human 
r i g h t s of s e c u r i t y and education. 

The E a s t European c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Russia, have outlawed 
nomadism and are attempting a s s i m i l a t i o n by compulsion. I n 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a i n 1976 the government announced t h e i r 
recommendation th a t the compulsory s t e r i l i z a t i o n of the 
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a n Romani population would be an a c t of " s o c i a l i s t 
humanity". T h i s was r e i t e r a t e d i n 1986. (Appendix 4) 

France and I t a l y are j u s t two c o u n t r i e s which compel nomadic 
G y p s i e s to c a r r y r e g i s t r a t i o n c a r d s s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r Gypsies. 
Also i n I t a l y every Gypsy-owned v e h i c l e has to c a r r y blue and 
white number p l a t e s f o r i n s t a n t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n by p o l i c e . Gypsy 
c h i l d r e n a re being f o r c i b l y t a k e n from t h e i r parents i n some 
a r e a s of I t a l y and put forward f o r a d o p t i o n 5 . 

B r i t a i n i t s e l f has no need to bs complacent. G y p s i e s are the 
only e t h n i c minority group i n t h i s country to have a law 
s p e c i f i c a l l y a g a i n s t them. S e c t i o n 127 of the Highways Act 1957 
p r o h i b i t s Gypsies from encamping on a highway. I f two caravans, 
one belonging to a Gypsy and one belonging to a gorgio were 
encamped s i d e by s i d e only the Gypsy would be breaking the law. 
F u r t h e r l e g i s l a t i o n w i l l be d i s c u s s e d i n a f u t u r e chapter which 
i l l u s t r a t e s the a s s i m i l a t i o n p o l i c y of B r i t a i n . 

The p o l i c i e s now being adopted i n many c o u n t r i e s of p r o v i d i n g 
s i t e s , u s u a l l y i n unpleasant s i t u a t i o n s , a r e an i n s i d i o u s way of 
t r y i n g to destroy a c u l t u r e . By t h e s e means f a m i l i e s a re then 
d e p r i v e d of t h e i r m o b i l i t y , l o s e t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d and became 
dependant on the s t a t e . The forming of such o r g a n i s a t i o n s a s the 
gorJLd.Rojpani Congress ( f i r s t c o n g r e s s h e l d i n 1971) and i n 
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B r i t a i n of t h e Gypsy Co u n c i l , the Roaani Union and the Ro^anl 
R i g h t s A s s o c i a t i o n , by the Gypsies themselves and the work done 
by the WM.3swpJ_Crmnci 1 f o r C i v i l L i b e r t y . K i j x P x l t y _ E l g h t s Group. 
Save the C h i l d r e n Fund and the newly formed Labour Campaign f o r 
T r a v e l l e r s S i g h t s w i l l , i t i s hoped, ensure t h a t the G y p s i e s a s 
an e t h n i c group w i l l s u r v i v e and be accepted f o r what they are. 
T h i s w i l l not be easy as there are c e n t u r i e s of p r e j u d i c e t o 
overcome. 

1. K e n r i c k & Puxon, Destiny pf Europe's gy p s i e s , (1972) p.51. 
2. L i e g i o s , Gypsies. <1986), p.110. 
3. Hancock, The P a r i a h Syndrome. Ch. V I I I . 
4. C o u n c i l of Europe, Report on the S i t u a t i o n of Gypsies i n the 

Community (1984). 
5. T r a v e l l e r E d u c a t i o n no. 21 (1986). A r t i c l e Jane Z a t t a 

' C h i l d S t e a l i n g i n I t a l y ' p. 4. 
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Gypsies/Travellers are s t i l l , today, a r e j e c t e d m i n o r i t y I n 
almost every p a r t of Europe. As has been shown, t h e i r 
mistreatment a r i s e s from long ingrained r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e . They 
lack education and work o p p o r t u n i t i e s and are o f t e n denied a 
place t o l i v e . The i n t o l e r a n c e s u f f e r e d by the Gypsies w i t h i n 
member s t a t e s of the Council of Europe i s r e p o r t e d by the Swedish 
K.P. Daniel Wiklund at Strasbourg: 

"Many of t h e i r problems have been aggravated by the f a c t 
t h a t Gypsies o f t e n s u f f e r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n which does not 
correspond t o a l l the i d e a l s the European Convention on Human 
Rights and the De c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights adopted by the United 
Nations. This q u i t e obvious and condemnable d i s c r i m i n a t i o n has 
hampered the Gypsies' development," 1 

The phenomena of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n against Gypsies i s not new as has 
been demonstrated i n the chapter on persecution and ha: rassment, 
when by a c t i v e or passive methods p u b l i c a u t h o r i t i e s attempted t o 
destroy the Gypsy way of l i f e . I n the ninete e n t h and t w e n t i e t h 
century T r a v e l l e r s have s u f f e r e d both from a u t h o r i t i e s committed 
t o moving them from ' t h e i r ' area and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s seeking t o 
' c i v i l i s e ' and s e t t l e them. Areas where T r a v e l l e r s have 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y stopped have been b u i l t on or enclosed, and 
+.WPT1+.1 f»+.h nPTitnrv 1 P G H K I n n P . t r . 1QfiO H1 trhwaVR A c t . IQfifl 
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Caravan S i t e s Act, the 1980 Planning Act and the more recent 1986 
Public Order Act have f u r t h e r r e s t r i c t e d t h e i r way of l i f e . 

Why then have the Gypsies/Travellers been so d i s c r i m i n a t e d 
against f o r centuries? One reason may be a f e a r of a nomadic 
groups not f o l l o w i n g the 'norm'. The darkness of s k i n of many of 
the Gypsies who f i r s t came t o Europe marked them out as 
d i f f e r e n t . They were o f t e n seen as " i n f e r i o r and e v i l " , a 
p o s i t i o n endorsed and r e i n f o r c e d by the church a t t h a t time. The 
language t h a t they used, because i t was not understood, was f e l t 
t o be a way of deceiving the l o c a l population. The Gypsies' 
apparent lack of r o o t s or any known attachment t o any p a r t i c u l a r 
country, t h e i r 'lack' of r e l i g i o n gave r i s e t o f u r t h e r r e j e c t i o n 
and contempt. Myths about c h i l d s t e a l i n g , t h e f t , deception, 
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uncleanliness and sorcery (the a b i l i t y t o place a curse) grew and 
the more they were repeated and embellished the more they became 
regarded as f a c t . 

A q u i t e d i f f e r e n t stereotype of the Gypsy as the "romantic" image 
has been portrayed by a r t i s t s , w r i t e r s and composers, such as 
Augustus John, Keats, Bunyan, Wordsworth and B i z e t 2 . However, 
t h i s counter image has not had the same s t r e n g t h i n p u b l i c 
o p i n i o n as the d e s t r u c t i v e stereotype. The f o r t u n e t e l l e r , f r e e 
roaming s p i r i t a t one w i t h nature, having a s e c r e t way w i t h 
horses, t h e i r dancing and musical a b i l i t y made them popular f o r a 
time w i t h the gentry and r o y a l t y who regarded them as a n o v e l t y 
and entertainment. 

Both stereotypes, the d i r t y , dishonest, c h i l d s t e a l i n g rogue and 
the d a r t , good l o o k i n g , music l o v i n g Gypsy at one w i t h nature, 
are f a r from the t r u t h . They r e i n f o r c e p r e j u d i c e ; the former 
gives people a scapegoat, someone t o look down on, and the l a t t e r 
an impossible model so t h a t when people r e a l i s e Gypsies do not 
l i v e up t o t h i s image they are classed as not " r e a l " Gypsies. 

The debate as t o who i s a " r e a l " Gypsy and r a c i a l l y pure i s as 
absurd and impossible as t r y i n g t o prove an Englishman i s 
r a c i a l l y pure. Because the romantic image of the Gypsy p e r s i s t s 
i t i£ £ + -Ml /1i -f -f i /-Mil + -fnr crnrcri n o + n n m u n t . fiimcl o s / T r a v e l l o r K a s 
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an i d e n t i f i a b l e group, a group i d e n t i f i e d by c o n t i n u i t y o f 
c u l t u r e , language, f a m i l y groupings and s e l f i d e n t i t y as a group 
which gives the groups i t s e t h n i c i t y . 

The w r i t e r s of Gypsies and Government P o l i c y i n England, 
r e i n f o r c e t h i s view t h a t the "vast m a j o r i t y of f a m i l i e s c a l l i n g 
themselves T r a v e l l e r s or Gypsies have i n f a c t a r i g h t f u l 
c l a i m as members of an e t h n i c group based p r i m a r i l y on descent 
and w i t h a t r a d i t i o n of t r a v e l l i n g " . 3 

The question as t o whether they are an e t h n i c group i s s t i l l i n 
confusion, i f the T r a v e l l e r s are i d e n t i f i e d as an e t h n i c group 
does t h i s p r o t e c t them against d i s c r i m i n a t i o n under the Race 
Relations Act 1976? Section 3 d e f i n e s the r a c i a l grounds on 
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which d i s c r i m i n a t i o n nay take place as w e l l as the " r a c i a l group'5 

which i s s u f f e r i n g d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . "Racial group" means a group 
of people d e f i n e d by race, n a t i o n a l i t y or e t h n i c or n a t i o n a l 
o r i g i n s . * 

The Commission f o r Racial E q u a l i t y (which operates under the 1976 
Race Relations Act) categorises d i s c r i m i n a t i o n by i t s nature 
r a t h e r than by r a c i a l groups. The Commission f o r Racial E q u a l i t y 
(C.R.E.) f a i l e d t o act when a Gypsy c h i l d was refused admission 
t o school i n Croydon, and also when the Na t i o n a l Gypsy Council 
asked i t t o act against the Wolverhampton C i t y Council 
advertisement f o r a 'Task Force' t o e v i c t i t i n e r a n t s 3 . This 
f a i l u r e t o act made the C.R.E. lac k c r e d i b i l i t y i n the eyes of 
the T r a v e l l e r organisations. The C.R.E. d i d however take a c t i o n 
i n what i s known as the Brymbo case.*3 The a l l e g a t i o n s t h a t the 
Community Council, a l o c a l c o u n c i l l o r and two named i n d i v i d u a l s 
had t r i e d t o prevent the l o c a l borough c o u n c i l from a l l o c a t i n g a 
co u n c i l house t o a Gypsy f a m i l y were i n v e s t i g a t e d under Section 
58 of the Race Relations Act (1976). The Community Council and 
the two named i n d i v i d u a l s were served w i t h non-discrimination 
no t i c e s . 

The case was important i n t h a t the C.R.E.'s Report s t a t e d , 
"We take the view t h a t Gypsies i n the U.K., who number about 

50.000. c o n s t i t u t e an e t h n i c m i n o r i t y group and as such are 
prote c t e d against d i s c r i m i n a t i o n under t h e Race Relations Act 
1976." 7 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y the C.R.E. 's Report does not have the same l e g a l 
s t a t u s as a c o u r t d e c i s i o n but can obviously be i n f l u e n t i a l . 

The Handla v. Lee case i n the House of Lords 1983 decided Sikhs 
were an e t h n i c group. The House of Lords gave c e r t a i n c r i t e r i a 
f o r 'ethnic groups' which i n c l u d e d common o r i g i n , c u l t u r e , 
language and r e l i g i o n and the b e l i e f t h a t the people themselves 
belong t o an i d e n t i f i a b l e group. e Gypsies themselves would 
s a t i s f y the c r i t e r i a and other groups w i t h i n the T r a v e l l i n g 
community would also be included. The Gypsies would then be 
prot e c t e d against d i r e c t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and i n d i r e c t 
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d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , where a c o n d i t i o n i s a p p l i e d t o something which 
Hakes i t u n l i k e l y t h a t a Gypsy could comply. 

B i l l F o r r e s t e r i n h i s book "The T r a v e l l e r s " Handbook" (1985) 
advocates using the la c e Relations Act 1976 t o help combat 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n although i t w i l l not immediately b r i n g about t h a t 
change i n a t t i t u d e s which would make the Act unnecessary. 5 1 

Unfortunately d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i s widely p r a c t i s e d and the 
reluctance of a u t h o r i t i e s t o pursue cases o f b l a t a n t incitement 
to r a c i a l hatred and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i s not encouraging, 1 0 

Even today many areas of l o c a l government p o l i c y on T r a v e l l e r s 
provide examples of i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d r a c i s t a t t i t u d e s , which 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y r e i n f o r c e the racism of the s e t t l e d community. 
Harsh e v i c t i o n p o l i c i e s r e i n f o r c e the idea of T r a v e l l e r s as 
'outsiders'. Such p o l i c i e s may a l i e n a t e some T r a v e l l e r s who may 
react w i t h a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour and t h i s i n i t s e l f i s used t o 
J u s t i f y the p o l i c i e s . 

Sites, which are provided under the 1968 Caravan S i t e s Act, are 
of t e n badly designed and i n unsuitable l o c a t i o n s . Regulations on 
the s i t e are o f t e n more r e s t r i c t i v e than f o r c o u n c i l houses, f o r 
example, one dog per p l o t (See Chapter on S i t e P r o v i s i o n i n the 
North East). Some s i t e s are managed by Environmental Health 
Departments, (are Gyp^ie? health r i s k ? ) and some non-resident 
wardens are ex-policemen emphasising the need t o keep them under 
' c o n t r o l * . Many of the r e s t r i c t i o n s placed on T r a v e l l e r s by 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s i l l u s t r a t e s i m i l a r u n d e r l y i n g a t t i t u d e s of 
counc i l s i r r e s p e c t i v e o f p o l i t i c a l persuasions. 

F a c i l i t i e s on o f f i c i a l s i t e s may enable the T r a v e l l e r t o have the 
r i g h t t o running water, t o i l e t , e l e c t r i c i t y and an address, but 
t h i s does not guarantee pos t a l d e l i v e r i e s . Hany p o s t a l workers 
refuse t o d e l i v e r mail t o o f f i c i a l s i t e s g i v i n g t h e i r reason as 
unc o n t r o l l e d dogs, but teachers, h e a l t h v i s i t o r s and others v i s i t 
such s i t e s w i t h o u t t r o u b l e . Without the po s t a l service many 
T r a v e l l e r s are denied t h e r i g h t t o a whole range of services. No 
mail d e l i v e r i e s are made t o u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s . 
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I n some areas t h e r e are w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d p r a c t i c e s of Health 
V i s i t o r s v i s i t i n g s i t e s both o f f i c i a l and u n o f f i c i a l , but i n 
other areas t h i s i s sadly neglected. I t i s a l s o u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
common f o r T r a v e l l e r s t o have d i f f i c u l t y i n r e g i s t e r i n g w i t h a 
General P r a c t i t i o n e r . I n Cleveland (1987) a female T r a v e l l e r 
t r y i n g t o r e g i s t e r w i t h a G.P. was turned away by s i s d i f f e r e n t 
Doctors' r e c e p t i o n i s t s . Only through the i n t e r v e n t i o n of the 
teacher and Health V i s i t o r was she a l l o c a t e d a Doctor through the 
General P r a c t i t i o n e r s , Committee. The reason given by the 
r e c e p t i o n i s t s was t h a t l i s t s were f u l l , but the Doctor a l l o c a t e d 
was one of those o r i g i n a l l y approached by the T r a v e l l e r . This 
i l l u s t r a t e s not o v e r t racism but r e i n f o r c e s the T r a v e l l e r s ' 
f e e l i n g of r e j e c t i o n by mainstream society. Sometimes T r a v e l l e r s 
w i l l recommend "sympathetic" Doctors t o other T r a v e l l e r s . The 
d i f f i c u l t y i n o b t a i n i n g medical a t t e n t i o n i s o f t e n overcome by 
T r a v e l l e r s who go t o the c a s u a l t y departments of l o c a l h o s p i t a l s 
where they are u n l i k e l y t o be turned away. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d racism prevents T r a v e l l e r s from having basic 
human r i g h t s . As we have seen access t o s i t e p r o v i s i o n and 
h e a l t h f a c i l i t i e s are o f t e n r e s t r i c t e d , as i s a T r a v e l l e r ' s r i g h t 
t o education. This l a s t p o i n t i s h i g h l i g h t e d i n the Swann Report 
(1985). 

" I n many ways the s i t u a t i o n of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n B r i t a i n 
today throws i n t o s t a r k r e l i e f many of the f a c t o r s which 
i n f l u e n c e the education of c h i l d r e n from other e t h n i c m i n o r i t y 
groups - racism and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , myths, s t e r e o t y p i n g and 
misinformation, the inappropriateness and i n f l e x i b i l i t y of the 
education system " 1 1 

The lack of a p p r o p r i a t e education o p p o r t u n i t y a v a i l a b l e t o 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n and o f t e n prejudiced o p p o s i t i o n from parents, 
schools and school governors, and the l o c a l community denies 
T r a v e l l e r s v i t a l education. "The extremely negative stereotype 
which e x i s t s of the T r a v e l l i n g community and almost u n i v e r s a l 
h a t r e d which they appear t o evoke from most other s e c t i o n s of 
s o c i e t y also serves t o demonstrate the powerful i n f l u e n c e of 
s t e r e o t y p i n g . " 1 2 
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This negative s t e r e o t y p i n g i s u s u a l l y r e i n f o r c e d by the media. 
The r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of T r a v e l l e r s i n the media serves t o c o n f i r m 
and strengthen t r a d i t i o n a l l y h e l d r a c i s t a t t i t u d e s . The m a j o r i t y 
of r e g i o n a l newspapers adopt an aggressive a t t i t u d e towards 
T r a v e l l e r s , exaggerating and g e n e r a l i s i n g complaints made by the 
s e t t l e d community. The needs and r i g h t s of T r a v e l l e r s are o f t e n 
ignored and t h e i r views u s u a l l y unrecorded. T e l e v i s i o n has 
produced a few p o s i t i v e documentary programmes but news u s u a l l y 
focusses on "problems" unless i t i s a c o l o u r f u l Gypsy f a i r . I t 
i s r a r e f a r T r a v e l l e r s t o be newsworthy i n the n a t i o n a l press, an 
exception being the phenomena of New Age T r a v e l l e r s i n the l a s t 
three years, at the time of the summer s o l s t i c e . lews coverage 
of the New Age T r a v e l l e r s has been negative from the Tabloids but 
more balanced from papers l i k e the Guardian. 

The plans t o set up l o c a l a u t h o r i t y s i t e s i s o f t e n the cause of a 
surge of anti-Gypsy f e e l i n g whipped up by the l o c a l press almost 
amounting t o h y s t e r i a . P u b l i c p r e j u d i c e i s r e i n f o r c e d , 
c o u n c i l l o r s and H. P.'s have spoken out against Gypsy s i t e s i n the 
most emotive terms. M.P. f o r H u d d e r s f i e l d West, Geoffrey Dickens 
quoted i n the Huddersfield Examiner, (18.12.81) " I am against 
permanent s i t e s , " "once K i r k l e e s gets a s i t e going, you are going 
t o a t t r a c t more Gypsies than you have now. You might as w e l l 
take p o t - l u c k and keep moving them on. Once you get 
hard/standing they w i l l gather l i k e l o c u s t s " . 1 3 Many 
p o l i t i c i a n s , l o c a l and n a t i o n a l ^ can create h o s t i l i t y by t h e i r 
anti-Gypsy vote catching t a c t i c s . A car s t i c k e r produced by the 
Tory Party i n Bradford f o r the l o c a l e l e c t i o n s (May 1987) which 
s a i d "A vote f o r Labour i s a vote f o r the Gypsies", was a 
b l a t a n t use of p r e j u d i c e i n p o l i t i c s . The s t i c k e r s were 
withdrawn a f t e r p r o t e s t s . The f a c t t h a t people i n a u t h o r i t y are 
g u i l t y of acts and remarks l i k e l y t o lead t o r a c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n shows a deep roote d p r e j u d i c e against T r a v e l l e r s . 

The p o l i c e have a r e p u t a t i o n amongst T r a v e l l e r s as being 
unsympathetic and i n many cases downright h o s t i l e . Most 
T r a v e l l e r s can i l l u s t r a t e t h i s from a c t u a l experience, f o r 
example, knocks on the t r a i l e r i n the e a r l y hours of the morning, 
being picked up on " s u s p i c i o n " , searches, very frequent p o l i c e 
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p a t r o l s on the s i t e . There are very few who c l a i m t o have had any 
p o s i t i v e experiences. T r a v e l l e r s are u n l i k e l y t o make any 
complaint about the p o l i c e behaviour e.g. an underage T r a v e l l e r 
boys (taught by the w r i t e r ) f taken t o the p o l i c e s t a t i o n and 
f i n g e r p r i n t e d without h i s parents' permission. His parents d i d 
not want t o complain because they thought i t might "cause more 
t r o u b l e " . Although the a r r e s t i n g o f f i c e r had recommended a 
ca u t i o n t h i s recommendation was ov e r r u l e d and the c h i l d was 
brought t o c o u r t . One questions i f the c h i l d had been from a 
middle c l a s s f a m i l y whether the outcome would have been the same. 

The I.G.C. acknowledges t h a t there i s a ' c r i m i n a l element' w i t h i n 
the T r a v e l l e r community but t h a t "there i s such an element i n 
every community" 1 5. This c r i m i n a l element has become p a r t of the 
negative stereotype of Gypsies. A l l too o f t e n the laws, which 
are designed i n the main t o p r o t e c t p r o p e r t y and keep the peace, 
are used almost as a punishment t o T r a v e l l e r s f o r not conforming. 
W i t h i n the s t a t e s t r u c t u r e , the r o l e of de s i g n a t i o n (1968 Caravan 
S i t e s Act) i s seen as s t a t e c o n t r o l of the number of Gypsies 
r e s i d i n g i n areas and by many Gypsy and T r a v e l l e r organisations 
and support groups as a form of apar t h i e d . Gypsies are the only 
group i n t h i s country r e s t r i c t e d by numbers t o a p a r t i c u l a r area, 
l o other e t h n i c m i n o r i t y group i s r e s t r i c t e d i n t h i s way by law. 

T r a v e l l e r s have t o e x i s t w i t h tvues of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , whether i t 
be i n areas of he a l t h , education, a place t o l i v e or the b a r r i n g 
from pubs and p u b l i c places. The lac k of a p o s i t i v e image 
p r o j e c t e d by the media and other sources, f o r example, ho l i d a y 
companies, as the w r i t e r has come a c r o s s 1 6 does l i t t l e or nothing 
t o improve p u b l i c a t t i t u d e s towards Gypsies. The l a t i o n a l Gypsy 
Council believes t h a t i f p r e j u d i c e towards the Gypsy people i s t o 
be overcome the lead must come from those i n a u t h o r i t y 1 7 . The 
format i o n of Gypsy Support Groups, L.C.T.R. and work such as the 
N.C.C.L. and M. R.G. do t o promote the r i g h t s of T r a v e l l e r s has, 
as y e t , had l i t t l e impact on the deep rooted p r e j u d i c e i n our 
soc i e t y . Gypsy groups such as the N.G.C., Romany Rights, and 
Romany Union are working t o break down the negative stereotype of 
Gypsies, f i g h t f o r r i g h t s and promote a p o s i t i v e image. By 
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opposing racism T r a v e l l e r s can be supported i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e t o 
obtai n basic human r i g h t s . 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l Romani movement, inf l u e n c e d by s o c i a l i s t i d e a l s 
though not always approved by communist governments i n eastern 
Europe, sees n a t i o n a l i s m as a necessary t o o l w i t h which t o lever 
up a deeply conservative people." 3 The Second World War Romani 
Congress meeting i n Geneva (1978) brought together delegates and 
observers from twenty s i x c o u n t r i e s , and now has c o n s u l t a t i v e 
s t a t u s w i t h the United Nations. 

A l l t h i s work t o e l i m i n a t e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and break down 
prejudice w i l l not work from the outside but i t might make people 
t h i n k and examine themselves. As Hughie Smith, President of the 
National Gypsy Council s a i d ; 

" B l i n d p r e j u d i c e i s not a t r a i t any i n d i v i d u a l would 
w i l l i n g l y accept as a personal a t t r i b u t e " , 1 9 

Perhaps a f t e r the s t r u g g l e as an e t h n i c m i n o r i t y 'black became 
b e a u t i f u l ' so we might get 'Gypsies are Gorgeous' - not gorgios. 
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According t o the Department of the Environment's h a l f y e a r l y 
f i g u r e s there were over 10,000 T r a v e l l e r f a m i l i e s i n the United 
Kingdom i n January 1986. But these f i g u r e s are o f t e n incomplete 
because i t i s not compulsory f o r l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s t o provide 
f i g u r e s of the number Df caravans i n t h e i r area. Teachers of 
T r a v e l l e r s , along w i t h A.C.E.R.T. and S. C.F. have discovered 
discrepancies between the number of f a m i l i e s they are working 
w i t h and the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y r e t u r n s t o the D.O.E.. The f i g u r e s 
given by the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s are us u a l l y an underestimate of 
the number of T r a v e l l e r s ; thus the a u t h o r i t y tends t o make a 
lower " p r o v i s i o n ' f o r Gypsies than i s needed. A l o c a l example i s 
Har t l e p o o l which sends i n ' n i l * r e t u r n s t o the D.O.E., yet having 
worked w i t h T r a v e l l e r s f o r three years i n t h i s area the w r i t e r 
has observed between 2-8 caravans i n the D i s t r i c t . H a r t l e p o o l 
became a designated area, j o i n t l y w i t h Stockton-on-Tees on the 
basis of i t s ' n i l ' r e t u r n s . 

I n England i n January, 1986 between 35-40% of the T r a v e l l e r s were 
fo r c e d t o break the law because there were no l e g a l stopping 
places f o r them. 1 Although the 1968 Caravan S i t e s Act has been 
law since 1970, progress i n p r o v i d i n g s i t e s f o r Gypsies has been 
slow. The passage of the 1968 Act was not the f i r s t time t h a t 
l e g i s l a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o Gypsies had been discussed i n 
Parliament. A campaign f o r s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r s was 
i n i t i a t e d by lorman Dodds CM.P. f o r E r i t h & Crayford, Kent) i n 
the 1950's, and he f r e q u e n t l y brought the issue before 
Parliament. There were a number of features which were dominant 
i n the debates, i . e . , t h a t the Gypsy problem was concentrated i n 
the South East and t h a t i t was a ' r u r a l ' problem. Kb r e c o g n i t i o n 
was made i n those debates of the urban T r a v e l l e r s and t h e i r 
needs. 

Norman Dodds was concerned w i t h s i t e p r o v i s i o n and harrassment by 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . When he accused l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s and the 
p o l i c e of persecuting T r a v e l l e r s the parliamentary s e c r e t a r y t o 
the M i n i s t e r of Local Government and Planning was offended. He 
claimed there was no persecution and resented the i n f e r e n c e 2 . 
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Throughout the "50's and e a r l y "60's there was no s p e c i a l 
p r o v i s i o n made f o r T r a v e l l e r s by Parliament. I n f a c t two Acts i n 
p a r t i c u l a r worsened t h e i r p o s i t i o n . The Highways Act of 1252. 
s p e c i f i c a l l y d i s c r i m i n a t e d against Gypsies: I f "a hawker or 
other i t i n e r a n t t r a d e r or a gypsy p i t c h e s a booth or s t a l l , or 
stand, or encamps on a highway w i t h o u t l a w f u l excuse, he s h a l l be 
g u i l t y of an o f f e n c e . " 3 A non-gypsy camping i n the same lay-by 
as a Gypsy would not be l i a b l e t o prosecution, as would the Gypsy 
under t h i s Act. 

The 1960 Caravan S i t e s and Contro3L-_pf Development Act, and the 
1962 Town and Country Planning A c t were not aimed s p e c i f i c a l l y at 
Gypsies but made c o n d i t i o n s f o r them worse. The 1960 Act was 
regarded as necessary because of the l a r g e number of people 
(other than T r a v e l l e r s ) using caravans f o r permanent homes and 
f o r holidays. The Act r e q u i r e d planning permission t o be 
obtained by s i t e owners, and also a s i t e l i c e n c e . I t gave l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s the power t o close s i t e s e s t a b l i s h e d before 1960 i f 
they were i n an unsuitable l o c a t i o n , and a l s o t o refuse l i c e n c e s 
i f f a c i l i t i e s were not of the r e q u i r e d standard. The loss of 
s i t e s where Gypsies may have been encamped f o r years, some on 
land owned and run by Gypsies, and the f a i l u r e of some landowners 
(notably farmers) w i t h Gypsy encampments on t h e i r land t o apply 
f o r planning permission and a s i t e l i c e n c e because of cost, 
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i n c r e a s i n g number of Gypsies f o r c e d onto the roads. The 1963 Act 
made the o b t a i n i n g of planning permission f o r Gypsies t o buy and 
s e t t l e on t h e i r own land more d i f f i c u l t . The Gypsy Council 
claimed i n 1971 t h a t more p i t c h e s had been closed t o the Gypsies 
under the 1960 Act than had been opened by the 1968 Act. 1* 

Norman Dodds continued throughout the e a r l y 1960's t o ask 
questions i n the House about Gypsies, t h e i r s i t e s , education, 
h e a l t h and employment, and urged the s e t t i n g up of an i n t e r ­
departmental committee, but t h i s d i d not happen. Richard 
Crossman (Labour M.P.) the M i A i f i t e r of Housing afid loc_al 
Gqvernmant commissioned a census of the number of T r a v e l l e r s , 
t h e i r l o c a t i o n , t r a v e l l i n g p a t t e r n s and l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , i n 
1964. This census was undertaken by the p o l i c e . As the National 
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Gypsy Council p o i n t e d out, "Whoever suggested t h a t the Police 
should undertake t h i s t a s k i s responsible f o r much of the i l l s of 
the T r a v e l l i n g Community having t o s u f f e r constant e v i c t i o n 
and harrassment the Gypsy was hardly l i k e l y t o d i v u l g e personal 
i n f o r m a t i o n t o a p o l i c e o f f i c e r . " 6 The f i g u r e s obtained by the 
1965 Census have since been found t o be an underestimate of the 
T r a v e l l i n g p o p u l a t i o n . This had serious i m p l i c a t i o n s as the 
pr o v i s i o n under the 1968 Caravan S i t e s Act was based on the 1965 
census f i g u r e s . The f i n a l r e s u l t s of the M i n i s t r y census and 
other s t u d i e s were published i n 1967. e 

On 11th., December 1966 the National Gypsy Council was formed and 
the Gypsy Charter (1951), 7 which Norman Dodds, w i t h a group of 
Gypsies and supporters had put forward, formed a basis of the 
Council's aims, The N.G.C. acted as a pressure group, p u t t i n g 
forward p o l i c i e s t o the government, o r g a n i s i n g resistance t o 
e v i c t i o n s and g a i n i n g p u b l i c i t y f o r the Gypsy cause. The 
National Council f o r C i v i l L i b e r t i e s was al s o a c t i v e i n t h i s 
area. At th e A.G.M, of the N.C.C.L., A p r i l , 1967 a r e s o l u t i o n 
was passed c a l l i n g f o r 'the r i g h t s o f Gypsies and other 
t r a v e l l e r s t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n our m u l t i r a c i a l s o c i e t y as a 
mi n o r i t y group w i t h a d i s t i n c t i v e c u l t u r e and s t y l e of 
l i v i n g , Q The Chairman of the H.C.C.L's Paliamentary group 
at t h i s time was E r i c Lubbock ( L i b e r a l M.P. f o r Orpington, Kent), 
who introduced t h 6 C a r a v a n ' FS S I tt» R l 11 I n t o P a r i lamp T i t 1n 

November 1967. The B i l l had a l l p a r t y support and an unopposed 
second reading. 

The National Gypsy Council recognised Part I I of the B i l l as, 
"the f i r s t p o s i t i v e piece of l e g i s l a t i o n i n favour of the Gypsies 
t o be passed i n t h i s country" 3'. I n the B i l l , which became the 
1968 Caravan S i t e s Act, Section 6 (1 ) , made i t the duty of county 
c o u n c i l s , m e t r o p o l i t a n c o u n c i l s and London Boroughs t o provide 
s i t e s f o r the Gypsies. I t would be the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the 
county t o develop the s i t e but the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the d i s t r i c t 
t o manage the day t o day running of the s i t e , Unfortunately no 
time l i m i t was set down f o r the p r o v i s i o n of such s i t e s . Another 
disadvantage was t h a t i f a London Borough c o u l d prove t h a t i t d i d 
not have enough land a v a i l a b l e f o r a s i t e (Section 6 par t 2 > 1 0 , 
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even though there were r e g u l a r l y T r a v e l l e r s i n t h e i r area, then 
they could c l a i m exemption and have no need t o provide a s i t e , 
t h i s Section caused great problems f o r the urban Gypsy po p u l a t i o n 
i n London and other M e t r o p o l i t a n D i s t r i c t Councils, where the 
requirement under the Act was o n l y t o b u i l d s i t e s w i t h 15 pi t c h e s 
anyway. 

The 'reward' f o r p r o v i d i n g a ' s u f f i c i e n t ' number of pi t c h e s 
w i t h i n a D i s t r i c t or County was g r e a t l y increased powers t o 
c o n t r o l unauthorised camping by T r a v e l l e r s ; such l o c a l a u t h o r i t y 
areas would become 'designated'. I n an area without designation 
the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y can on l y remove caravans which are parked 
i l l e g a l l y . I f the c o u n c i l owns the land i t has the power of 
e v i c t i o n . Under Section 143, Highways Act 198Q 1 1. a l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t y can remove a s t r u c t u r e from the highways, (includes 
verges) a f t e r the e x p i r y of 28 days. A designated area has the 
a d d i t i o n a l powers which r e l a t e o nly t o caravans owned by Gypsies. 
The l o c a l a u t h o r i t y can secure the removal of Gypsy caravans 
parked i l l e g a l l y by a p p l y i n g t o the Magistrates Court f o r a Court 
Order. Any person o b s t r u c t i n g the c a r r y i n g out of t h i s order i s 
l i a b l e t o a f i n e of £200 and there i s power of a r r e s t without 
warrant of anyone reasonably suspected of ' i n t e n t i o n a l 
o b s t r u c t i o n ' . Also i n a designated area i t i s a c r i m i n a l offence 
f o r a Gypsy t o park a caravan on a highway, unoccupied land or 
l a n d wlthntlt: t.tlP n w n p r K ' n o r n l e e l rm Tfco 1CS S2V i S E U S 3 
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summons and a f i n e o f £20 may be imposed w i t h a c o n t i n u i n g 
penalty of £5 a day u n t i l t he caravan i s removed. The c r i m i n a l 
offence w i l l be recorded' 2. I t i s l i t t l e wonder t h a t the Act of 
'68 which was welcomed as being p o s i t i v e l e g i s l a t i o n has now much 
vocal o p p o s i t i o n from a l a r g e number of groups which are c a l l i n g 
f o r the repeal of de s i g n a t i o n . Many groups regard i t as 
r a c i a l i s t l e g i s l a t i o n . 

A number of pressure groups r e p r e s e n t i n g Gypsies and T r a v e l l e r s 
i n c l u d i n g the ff.G.C. , fl.G.E.C. , A.C.E.E.T. , V.C.C.L. , L.C.T.R. , 
Romany Guild and S.C.F. have expressed t h e i r concern and are 
working f o r the removal of de s i g n a t i o n from the s t a t u t e book. 
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The "68 Act came i n t o force i n 1970 and the r a t e of new s i t e 
p r o v i s i o n a l t e r e d d r a m a t i c a l l y from 15 i n 1970 t o a peak of 34 i n 
1974 then down t o 1 i n 1976.' 3 Many a u t h o r i t i e s are s t i l l not 
f u l f i l l i n g t h e i r s t a t u t o r y r o l e t o provide s i t e s , Others are 
r e c e i v i n g d e s i g n a t i o n on t o t a l l y inadequate s i t e p r o v i s i o n , the 
f i g u r e s being taken from the 1965 census. L i m i t i n g s i t e s t o 15 
pi t c h e s r a i s e s many p o t e n t i a l problems. Where are the c h i l d r e n 
t o go when they marry and leave home? Many are forced t o camp 
i l l e g a l l y on the roadside, f a c i n g e v i c t i o n and harrassment, or 
have t o move t o another county where there may or may not be a 
s i t e . Some may want t o move i n t o houses, others may be forced t o 
do so. A T r a v e l l e r i n H u l l , who was camped i l l e g a l l y , put h i s 
name down f o r a p i t c h on the o f f i c i a l s i t e and a t the same time 
put h i s name down on the housing w a i t i n g l i s t . He would have 
p r e f e r r e d t o move on t o the o f f i c i a l s i t e but when the o f f e r of a 
house came up f i r s t , t o save f u r t h e r harrassment of h i s f a m i l y of 
e i g h t c h i l d r e n , he moved i n . W i t h i n a few days the house had 
been daubed w i t h anti-Gypsy slogans and he moved out. At the 
time of w r i t i n g ( A p r i l 1987) he and h i s f a m i l y are i l l e g a l l y 
parked on the s i t e at Middlesbrough w i t h r e l a t i v e s , as a l l the 
p i t c h e s are f u l l and Middlesbrough i s a designated area. 

When i t became obvious t h a t the Caravan S i t e s Act of 1968 (Part 
11) was not working as a n t i c i p a t e d i n 1976 the M i n i s t e r 
r esponsible f o r Planning and Local Government cnTrmrisRioned John 
Cripps, who was then Chairman of the Countryside Commission, t o 
c a r r y out i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o the "68 Act. The Report was 
published i n May, 1977 and the i n t r o d u c t i o n contains the 
important recommendation t h a t the r i g h t o f t h e Gypsy t o a nomadic 
existence should be accepted, f o r as long as he wishes t o 
continue w i t h i t , w i t h no i n t e n t i o n t o put pressure on him t o 
s e t t l e or a s s i m i l a t e unless he wishes t o do so. Cripps saw the 
main f a i l u r e of the Act as being due t o a number of f a c t o r s , the 
main ones being: a) the h o s t i l i t y of the l o c a l population t o the 
e s t a b l i s h i n g of s i t e s near them; b) the r e p u t a t i o n of Gypsies i n 
regard t o the law and property; c) the d i v i s i o n of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
between county and d i s t r i c t ; and d) t h e l a c k of f i n a n c i a l 
i n c e n t i v e s . The main recommendation of the Report included 100% 
c e n t r a l government grants t o cover the c a p i t a l cost of s i t e s , 
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l o c a l a u t h o r i t y assistance f o r those T r a v e l l e r s w i t h f i n a n c i a l 
means t o develop t h e i r own s i t e s and the c a n c e l l a t i o n Df a l l 
exemptions. Designation, a more complex issue, was seen as 
important f o r c o n t r o l l i n g movement, as the I.C.C.L. and M i n o r i t y 
Rights Group have p o i n t e d out, the r i g h t of a nomadic way of l i f e 
as embodied i n the "68 Act and as s t a t e d i n the I n t r o d u c t i o n of 
the Cripps Report 1'* i s d i f f i c u l t t o r e c o n c i l e w i t h designation. 
No other e t h n i c group i s so r e s t r i c t e d i n movement. The s e t t i n g 
up of a m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y team of c o u n c i l o f f i c e r s ' t o a s s i s t 
Gypsies i n a v a r i e t y of matters' , and the appointment of l i a i s o n 
o f f i c e r s were also recommendations of the Cripps Report, which 
would b r i n g the Gypsies f u r t h e r under c o n t r o l by the a u t h o r i t i e s . 
Cripps also advocated the removal of the 15 caravan l i m i t i n each 
d i s t r i c t of London and M e t r o p o l i t a n Boroughs. F i n a l l y he urged 
the Secretary of State t o use h i s powers of d i r e c t i o n t o compel 
r e l u c t a n t a u t h o r i t i e s t o make s i t e p r o v i s i o n w i t h i n a s t a t e d 
period of time. 

C i r c u l a r 57/78 1 s was the government's response t o Cripps and 
owing t o pressures from l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s i t contained d i l u t e d 
p o l i c i e s . A 100% government grant f o r s i t e p r o v i s i o n was 
accepted as w e l l as t h e p r i n c i p l e of a p p o i n t i n g l i a i s o n o f f i c e r s 
f o r each l o c a l a u t h o r i t y . The C i r c u l a r accepts t h a t powers given 
t o a l o c a l a u t h o r i t y by designation are severely d i s c r i m i n a t o r y 
and should only be granted where f u l l p r o v i s i o n has been made but 
they r e j e c t e d the recommendation i n the Cripps Report t h a t 
designation should be granted on a county basis. I n the C i r c u l a r 
the r i g h t s of T r a v e l l e r s are given greater r e c o g n i t i o n than i n 
the 1968 Act. 

The proposals contained i n C i r c u l a r 57/78 formed the basis of the 
Caravan S i t e s B i l l '79. Lord Avebury ( E r i c Lubbock) who had 
proposed the '68 Caravan S i t e s B i l l took an a c t i v e p a r t i n the 
debate on t h i s B i l l i n the House of Lords, but the B i l l f e l l by 
the wayside because of the e l e c t i o n . 

The Lflfi&l Qflvexrenafil; Land and ElanjalRg &St 1SL&&, 1 s makes 
p r o v i s i o n f o r c a p i t a l c osts of s i t e s , the highest p r i o r i t y being 
given t o long stay s i t e s . Exemption f o r London Borough Councils 
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and M etropolitan County Councils was removed and a l l e x i s t i n g 
exemptions were removed. Under the new Section 12 o f the 1968 
Caravan Sites Act, s u b s t i t u t e d by the 1980 Act, the Secretary of 
State needs t o be s a t i s f i e d t h a t the s i t e s provided are 
s u f f i c i e n t l y diverse and s u i t a b l y designed and managed t o meet 
the accommodation needs, w i t h i n reason, of Gypsies r e s i d i n g i n or 
r e s o r t i n g to a county. ... 1 7 

Therefore some of Cripps' recommendations became law and there 
has been an increase i n the number of s i t e s provided by the l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s . I n January 1986 there were 234 such Gypsy s i t e s i n 
England. There were s i x s i t e s opened i n 1985' e but two others 
closed, b r i n g i n g the t o t a l net number of s i t e s developed i n 
England i n 1985 t o four. Even w i t h 100% funding t h e r e are s t i l l 
a u t h o r i t i e s which are r e f u s i n g t o f u l f i l l t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n t o 
provide s i t e s under the *68 Act. 

These l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s which have not yet provided s i t e s may be 
Conservative or Labour c o n t r o l l e d ; there i s no d i v i s i o n i n 
p o l i t i c a l terms. As y e t , i n 1987, 17 years a f t e r the Act became 
law, the S i n i s t e r has not used h i s powers t o compel r e l u c t a n t 
a u t h o r i t i e s t o make p r o v i s i o n . 

Recently, (Feb. 1987), the r e s u l t s were announced by Nicholas 
Ridley. Environment Secretary of the Gypsy S i t e s P o l i c y Review 
and he recommends t h a t there i s no amendment t o the present law. 
The review expresses the need t o improve i n f o r m a t i o n on Gypsy 
numbers and f o r more progress t o be made i n meeting t a r g e t s f o r 
s i t e p r o v i s i o n , as i t acknowledges t h a t there are as many as 
3,000 Gypsy f a m i l i e s f o r whom auth o r i s e d s i t e s are not a v a i l a b l e . 
The Government s t i l l sees de s i g n a t i o n as e s s e n t i a l but 
"recognises t h e i r s e r i o u s consequences f o r Gypsies"' 3. As a sop 
t o T r a v e l l e r s and t h e i r supporters "the machinery f o r c o n s i d e r i n g 
a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r d e s i g n a t i o n i s being updated t o ensure t h a t 
representations are taken i n t o account'. The Review o f f e r s no 
s o l u t i o n s t o the problem of long distance and r e g i o n a l 
T r a v e l l e r s . I t encourages a s s i m i l a t i o n by making housing more 
accessible t o T r a v e l l e r s . Professor Gerald Wibberly C.B.E, who 
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a s s i s t e d i n analysing the responses (sent out i n December 1985 t o 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s ) , w i l l be p u b l i s h i n g the f i n d i n g s as a r e p o r t . 

The T r a v e l l e r s ' " l o t ' has improved somewhat over the l a s t 17 
years i n t h a t 65% of T r a v e l l e r s are now on l e g a l s i t e s but t h a t 
means t h a t there are s t i l l 35% w i t h o u t any l e g a l stopping place 
and they are, t h e r e f o r e , c o n s t a n t l y breaking the law. 

Having a place on an o f f i c i a l s i t e i n many cases can cause 
problems f o r the T r a v e l l e r s . Those who have p r e v i o u s l y been 
independent of the State, and not drawing s t a t e b e n e f i t , on 
moving onto an o f f i c i a l s i t e cannot a f f o r d the rent, f o r example, 
i n Cleveland r e n t i s £20-24 per week p l u s £7 e l e c t r i c i t y . Lack 
of a work place or r u l e s which f o r b i d work t a k i n g place on s i t e 
take away t h e i r a b i l i t y t o make a l i v i n g and so they have t o 
r e s o r t t o S o c i a l S e c u r i t y payments. The l i m i t e d number of 
p i t c h e s makes i t d i f i c u l t f o r v i s i t i n g r e l a t i v e s as they would 
u s u a l l y b r i n g t h e i r own caravan. This can again put them i n the 
p o s i t i o n of breaking the law as few a u t h o r i t i e s provide t r a n s i t 
p i t c h e s . O f f i c i a l s i t e s do not provide the f l e x i b i l i t y f o r 
T r a v e l l e r s t o ' p u l l on* together, o f t e n i n extended f a m i l y 
groupings. Neighbours could p o s s i b l y be T r a v e l l e r s w i t h whom 
they might not normally associate. The p o s i t i v e side of o f f i c i a l 
s i t e s i s t h a t the f a m i l i e s have s e c u r i t y from harrassment and 
frequent e v i c t i o n thus a l l o w i n g the c h i l d r e n r e g u l a r p o t e n t i a l 
access t o education and the f a m i l i e s t o h e a l t h care. 

T r a v e l l e r s on u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s , w i t h the f e a r of e v i c t i o n , are 
o f t e n r e l u c t a n t t o l e t t h e i r c h i l d r e n go t o school because they 
f e a r the p o l i c e w i l l have moved them on before the c h i l d r e n come 
home from school. P o l i c e harrassment and the co-operation i n 

\ harrassment by p r i v a t e landowners (See Appendix 8 f o r h o r r i f i c 
examples i n Brent and Manchester) are u n f o r t u n a t e l y common 
throughout the country. The P u b l i c Order Act 1986, 2 0 (which came 
i n t o f o r ce i n Jan.1987), and n o t a b l y Section 39 was brought i n t o 
r e s t r i c t the movement and grouping of the 'Convoy People' of 'New 
Age T r a v e l l e r s ' as they are o f t e n known, but can and undoubtably 
w i l l , be brought i n t o f o r c e against the t r a d i t i o n a l Gypsies and 
T r a v e l l e r s . 
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When one c o n s i d e r s the c e n t u r i e s of p h y s i c a l p e r s e c u t i o n the 
T r a v e l l e r s have survived, w i l l i t be the i n c r e a s i n g r e s t r i c t i n g 
l e g i s l a t i o n which w i l l f i n a l l y curb t h e i r nomadism and c u l t u r e ? 
P r o v i s i o n of s i t e s coupled with d e s i g n a t i o n , which r e s t r i c t s 
m o b i l i t y , c e r t a i n l y seems to support David S i b l e y ' s 2 ' analogy of 
the G y p s i e s w i t h the I n d i a n s of U. America and the r e s t r i c t i o n s 
of the r e s e r v a t i o n , reducing a once proud and independent people 
to a ' c o n t r o l l e d " group. 

1. D.O.E. Report by the Gypsy S i t e s Branch, Count of Gypsy 
Gax&mAS.. i n England (Jan. 1986. 

2. David S i b l e y , O u t s i d e r s i n Urban S o c i e t y (1981) p.92-93. 
3. H.H.S.O. , Highways Act (1959) S e c t i o n 127. 
4. Adams e t a l . , Gypsies and Government Po 1 i c y i n England. 

(1975) p. 9. 
5. N a t i o n a l Gvnsv C o u n c i l . Report (1982) n.fi. 

* x * • • J-

6. M i n i s t r y of Housing and L o c a l Government, Gypsies and other 
Travellers (1967). 

7. Adams e t a l . , o p . c i t . p.10. 
8. S i b l e y , o p . c i t . p.112. 
9. N a t i o n a l Gypsy Co u n c i l , Report (1976/7) p.17. 
10. H.H.S.O. Caravan S i t e s Act. (1968) ch.52 f P a r t 11. 
11. H.H.S.O. Highways Act (1980) S e c t i o n 143. 
12. H.M.S.O. Caravan S i t e s Act (1968) S e c t i o n s 10 & 11 a s 

amended by S e c t i o n 174 of the L o c a l Government Act, 1980. 
13. P a t r i c i a E. Raymond, A r t i c l e T r a v e l l i n g People and the Law 

S o c i a l S e r v i c e s Q u a r t e r l y (1978). 
14. C r i p p s , John. D.O.E. Report, Accommodation £QE Gypsies 

(1976) . 
15. D.O.E. C i r c u l a r 57/78. 
16. H.H.S.O. L o c a l Government and Pl a n n i n g Act (1980). 
17. D.O.E. C i r c u l a r 8/81 Annex 2. 
18. D.O.B. Gypsy S i t e s Branch Gypsy S i t e s Provided by L o c a l 

A u t h o r i t i e s i n England (Jan. 1986). 
19. D.O.E. News Release Gypsy S i t e s (Feb.1987). 
20. P u b l i c Order Act (1986) S e c t i o n 39. 
21. S i b l e y , o p . c i t . 
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$ The National P i c t u r e 
$ P r o v i s i o n i n the Study Area 
£ S i t e L o c a t i o n and F a c i l i t i e s i n the Study Area. 
* Summary of R e s u l t s . 



The 1968 Caravan S i t e s Act was regarded by the N a t i o n a l Gypsy 
Coun c i l as the f i r s t p o s i t i v e l e g i s l a t i o n i n favour of G y p s i e s to 
be passed i n t h i s country. Unfortunately, a s has been shown 
e a r l i e r i n t h i s study, the Act l a c k e d 'teeth'. There i s s t i l l a 
a l a r g e d e f i c i t i n the number of s i t e s provided because of 
r e l u c t a n c e of some c o u n c i l s to b u i l d s i t e s and the proposed 
number of s i t e s r e q u i r e d i s based on what are now regarded as 
inadequate f i g u r e s . 

The f i g u r e s on which c u r r e n t s i t e p r o v i s i o n i s p r o j e c t e d are 
taken from a bi-annual count by l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s c a r r i e d out on 
s e t dates i n January and J u l y . These f i g u r e s themselves are 
u n r e l i a b l e because the count may be c a r r i e d out by a c o u n c i l 
o f f i c i a l who doesn't know where to look f o r u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s . 
Hot a l l l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s make a r e t u r n of the f i g u r e s of the 
number of Gypsy c a r a v a n s i n t h e i r area, a s t h i s i s not 
compulsory. I n the counts f o r 1985 1 i n January t h e r e were 8783 
caravans i n England. By J u l y 2 t h i s had r i s e n to 9496. Out of 
the d i s t r i c t a u t h o r i t i e s n e a r l y f i f t y d i d not make a r e t u r n and 
f i f t y r e turned a n i l count. T h i s shows the i n a d e q u a c i e s of 
making p o l i c i e s on p a r t i a l s t a t i s t i c a l data. Another f a c t o r 
which has been observed by T r a v e l l e r groups such a s A.C.E.R.T., 
N.A.T.T. , and the N.G. E.G. i s t h a t r e t u r n s from the a u t h o r i t i e s do 
not t a l l y with the number observed by other a g e n c i e s working with 
T r a v e l l e r s and a r e u s u a l l y an underestimate. T h i s may be due tp 
p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s a s a low or n i l r e t u r n means t h a t t h e r e i s no 
need f o r s i t e p r o v i s i o n and f a i l u r e to send i n a r e t u r n may be a 
p o s i t i v e d e c i s i o n to ignore the s i t u a t i o n . 

The D. 0. E . ' s s t a t i s t i c s i n J u l y 1986 3 were t h a t of the 10416 
caravans counted, 4156 (39.90%) were on unauthorised s i t e s . 4467 
(42.89%) on c o u n c i l s i t e s and 1793 (17.21%) on p r i v a t e s i t e s . I t 
would be s a f e t o say t h a t on average D.O.E. f i g u r e s over a t h i r d 
of T r a v e l l e r f a m i l i e s have no l e g a l stopping p l a c e 16 y e a r s a f t e r 
the p a s s i n g of the Caravan S i t e s Act. 
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D,Q.E. Memorandum 

A Memorandum by the Department of the Environment on present 
p o l i c i e s and progress made i n s i t e p r o v i s i o n was produced i n 
19B5.** I t acknowledges t h a t approximately 35% of Gypsies a r e 
without l e g a l stopping p l a c e s f o r t h e i r caravans and t h a t a t the 
r e c e n t r a t e of progress i t w i l l t a k e another ten y e a r s a t l e a s t 
to make f u l l p r o v i s i o n , even w i t h the i n c e n t i v e s of 100% 
Exchequer grants f o r the b u i l d i n g of s i t e s and the d e s i g n a t i o n of 
D i s t r i c t s not counties. 

The Memorandum i s concerned with the number of s i t e s and not with 
the q u a l i t y . The shortage of s i t e s means t h a t the Gypsy f a m i l i e s 
have l i t t l e choice but to acc e p t those provided even though they 
may be inadequate, or camp i l l e g a l l y . The assumption i s i m p l i c i t 
i n the Memorandum t h a t when s i t e p r o v i s i o n equals the number of 
cara v a n s t h a t the problem w i l l be s o l v e d . I t looks no f u r t h e r , 
ye t young Gypsies g e t t i n g married r e q u i r e t h e i r own p i t c h e s , o l d 
s i t e s need r e f u r b i s h i n g and long d i s t a n c e T r a v e l l e r s have yet to 
be provided for. 

The Purpose of the Study on S i t e P r o v i s i o n 

LA.LJ11 <,UJ.O o - u u j , * w o ~ ^ w w ~ r * . n — i . ^ w - - ™ » - - ~ 

needs of T r a v e l l e r s ' c h i l d r e n , but education cannot be looked a t 
i n i s o l a t i o n . The i s s u e of s i t e p r o v i s i o n i s r a i s e d by a l l Gypsy 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s and groups who work with T r a v e l l e r s a s being 
c r u c i a l before t h e r e i s an improvement i n education f o r 
T r a v e l l e r s ' c h i l d r e n . The Swann Report observed: "A c e n t r a l 
f a c t o r i n c o n s i d e r i n g the e d u c a t i o n of T r a v e l l e r s ' c h i l d r e n i s 
c l e a r l y s i t e p r o v i s i o n We would l i k e to see f a r g r e a t e r 
e f f o r t s being made by a l l concerned t o i n c r e a s e the number of 
s i t e s a v a i l a b l e and t o improve t h e f a c i l i t i e s of e x i s t i n g 
s i t e s . ' " 3 

The survey on s i t e p r o v i s i o n w i t h i n t h e study r e g i o n a l s o looks 
a t s i t e f a c i l i t i e s and r e g u l a t i o n s which may a f f e c t the 
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T r a v e l l e r s ' l i f e s t y l e . The e f f e c t o f l i v i n g on an o f f i c i a l s i t e 
may have n e g a t i v e a s w e l l as p o s i t i v e i m p l i c a t i o n s . 

1. D.O.E. Gypsy S i t e s Branch, Gypsy S i t e s Provided by L o c a l 
A u t h o r i t i e s i n England (Jan. 1985)/ 

2. D.O.E. o p . c i t . ( J u l y 1985). 
3. D.O.E. op. c i t . ( J u l y 1986). 
4. D.O.E. Memorandum 1985. 
5. H.H.S.O. The Swann Report (1985) p.756. 
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For the purpose of t h i s study the are a has been l i m i t e d to the 
Forth E a s t of England, the c o u n t i e s being forthumberland, the 
former metropolitan county of Tyne and Wear, County Durham, 
Cleveland, f o r t h Y o r k s h i r e and Humberside. (See xoap Appendix 1 ) . 
There are f o r t y d i s t r i c t s w i t h i n the study a r e a and twenty 
o f f i c i a l s i t e s . Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s (Appendix 9) were s e n t to a l l the 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s which have Gypsy s i t e s . Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s were 
completed f o r a l l twenty s i t e s . 

Number of T r a v e l l e r s i n the Study Area 

There are many r e s e r v a t i o n s about the a c c u r a c y of the D.O.E. 
f i g u r e s and they a r e regarded by many o r g a n i s a t i o n s a s 
understated but f o r the purpose of t h i s study D.O.E. s t a t i s t i c s 
w i l l be used because they are the only o f f i c i a l f i g u r e s 
a v a i l a b l e . The Years examined were 1978, when the f i r s t D.O.E. 
count was c a r r i e d out, 1986 and 1987, the most r e c e n t count. 

1978 

The f i r s t o f f i c i a l D.O.E. count was c a r r i e d out i n J u l y 1978 (See 
Table 1) when t h e r e were found t o be 738 car a v a n s 75% of which 
were on unauthorised s i t e s and 25% on a u t h o r i s e d s i t e s ; no 
d i s t i n c t i o n i s made a s to whether these a r e c o u n c i l or p r i v a t e 
s i t e s . Of the f o r t y d i s t r i c t s w i t h i n the study r e g i o n ten sent 
i n n i l r e t u r n s . 
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Table 1: No. of Caravans and type of s i t e p r o vision.1078. 

County Unauthorised Authorised T o t a l 

Humberside 115 49 164 
N. YDrks. 131 52 183 
C l e v e l a n d 61 0 61 
Durham 162 62 224 
Northumberland 51 23 74 
Tyne & Wear 32 0 32 

T o t a l No. of 
ca r a v a n s 552 186 738 

1966 

Table 2: S i t e P r o v i s i o n i n Study Area January and J u l y 1986 

County Unauth. C o u n c i l P r i v a t e T o t a l 
Jan. J u l y Jan. J u l y Jan. J u l y Jan. J u l ] 

Huroberside 71 79 45 47 0 0 116 126 
N. Yorks 52 121 67 70 46 41 165 232 
C l e v e l a n d 43 20 82 34 0 0 125 54 
Durham 24 24 145 140 82 48 251 212 
Northumberland 13 13 37 34 16 15 66 62 
Tyne & Wear* 7 37 44 33 0 0 51 70 

T o t a l 210 294 420 358 144 104 774 756 

o Returns not made from a l l d i s t r i c t s . 

I n 1986 (see Table 2) of the f o r t y d i s t r i c t s i n the s t u d y r e g i o n 
t e n sent i n n i l r e t u r n s i n January and seven n i l r e t u r n s i n J u l y . 
I n January 1986 one d i s t r i c t i n Tyne and Wear d i d not send i n any 
r e t u r n s to the Department of the Environment. 
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TablJ*-3.: Percentage of Caravans_pnJJjxaiJdAprised. C o u n c i l and 
P r i v a t e s i t e s i n the Study Region and England-1986. 

January J u l y 
Type of S i t e Study Eng. Study Eng. 

Unauthorised 27.13% 35.91% 38.89% 39.90% 
C o u n c i l 54.26% 45% 47.35% 42.89% 
P r i v a t e 18.61% 19.09% 13.76% 17.21% 

As can be seen from the s t a t i s t i c s i n Table 3, when most of the 
T r a v e l l e r s a r e s t a t i c i n winter, n e a r l y a t h i r d of them are on 
unauthorised encampments, having no l e g a l stopping p l a c e . The 
i n c r e a s e of T r a v e l l e r s on u n a u t h o r i s e d s i t e s from 27.13% i n 
January to 38.89% i n J u l y i s due i n the main p a r t to s e a s o n a l 
t r a v e l l i n g , movement to f a i r s , farmwork, v i s i t i n g r e l a t i v e s or 
looking f o r new markets i n tarmac work e t c . Compared with the 
s t a t i s t i c s f o r England more T r a v e l l e r s i n the Study r e g i o n have 
a c c e s s tD c o u n c i l s i t e s and i t i s only when th e r e i s s e a s o n a l 
movement w i t h i n the summer t h a t u n a u t h o r i s e d encampments a r e 
comparable to the n a t i o n a l s t a t i s t i c s . 

1987 

Table fflnTsber of C a ^ ^ ^ T i s rrn S-ttas; it) Study Arga I n January 
and J u l y 1987 

County Unauth. C o u n c i l P r i v a t e T o t a l 
Jan. J u l y Jan. J u l y Jan. J u l y Jan. J u l : 

Humberside 69 70 48 45 2 2 119 117 
I . Yorks. 64 193 75 64 41 59 180 316 
C l e v e l a n d 15 24 60 48 0 0 75 72 
Durham 20 23 169 143 75 47 264 213 
Northumberland 5 7 25 43 26 12 56 62 
Tyne & Wear 13 33 25 12 0 0 38 45 

T o t a l 186 350 402 355 144 120 732 825 
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As can be seen i n Ta b l e 4 of the f o r t y d i s t r i c t s i n the study 
r e g i o n i n January 1987 e i g h t d i s t r i c t s made n i l r e t u r n s and i n 
J u l y s i x d i s t r i c t s made n i l r e t u r n s . 

Table 5: Percentage of Caravans oxi^Ifaajdihj^rjise^^-Cauncil and 
P r i v a t e S i t e s i n the Study Region and England 1987. 

January J u l y 
Type of S i t e Study Eng. Study Eng 

Unauthorised 24.41% 34% 42.42% 38% 
Co u n c i l 54.92% 45% 43.03% 42% 
P r i v a t e 19.67% 21% 14.55% 20% 

In the study a r e a Alnwick i n Northumberland and Holderness i n 
Humberside are the o n l y two d i s t r i c t s out of the f o r t y which 
during the f i v e counts examined c o n s i s t e n t l y s e n t i n n i l r e t u r n s . 
Therefore t h i r t y e i g h t of the d i s t r i c t s o f f i c i a l l y have had, or 
s t i l l have, T r a v e l l e r s i n t h e i r d i s t r i c t . 

A sharp i n c r e a s e i n the number of caravans i n JS. Yorks. on 
unauthorised s i t e s from 64 i n January to 193 i n J u l y (Table 4> 
was mainly due t o t h e s i t u a t i o n i n Scarborough D i s t r i c t when an 
o l d C h a r t e r F a i r a t Seamer was r e i n s t a t e d , c o i n c i d i n g with the 
J u l v count. Numbers i n Scarborough D i s t r i c t r o s e from four i n 
January to e i g h t y f i v e i n Jul y . 

Compared with the t o t a l number of caravans i n the study area i n 
J u l y 1978 t h e r e has been an i n c r e a s e i n car a v a n s and i n J u l y 1987 
ther e were 825 car a v a n s . The broad p i c t u r e of numbers of 
caravans i n the st u d y a r e a shows an i n c r e a s e of 87 (10.5%) 
between 1978 and 1987. The development of o f f i c i a l s i t e s has 
meant a decrease of caravans on u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s from 75% i n J u l y 
1978 t o 42.47% i n J u l y 1987. 
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S i t e ProvlgJUm 

E i g j j j P r o v i s i o n of Hew S i t e s i n the Study Region 1973-1987 
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S i t e 
Key: Year s i t e opened. 

o S i t e used by G y p s i e s from 1930's planning p e r m i s s i o n obtained 
i n 1980 only a f t e r appeal. 
•o> Durham C i t y s i t e due t o open Dec. 1987. 
•fr Gateshead s i t e due t D reopen November 1987 a f t e r r e f i t . 
•b C o n s t r u c t i o n s t a r t e d a t C a t t e r i c k , I . Yorks. 
I Work to commence s h o r t l y on providing an e x t r a 6 p i t c h e s a t 
^Newcastle s i t e . 
I n a d d i t i o n to the above planning permission was granted i n May 
1987 f o r a 16 p i t c h s i t e near S t o k e s l y , ff. Yorks. 

As can be seen from F i g . 1 o n l y seven s i t e s were provided i n the 
1970's but twelve have opened between 1980-1986, and another 
t h r e e planned to open l a t e 1987, thus i n c r e a s i n g the p r o v i s i o n by 
200% i n the l a s t seven y e a r s . 
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Eig.. 11: L o c a t i o n of s i t e s b u i l t by Jan. 1986, 
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As can be seen from F i g u r e i i the m a j o r i t y of s i t e s opened by 
Jan. 1986 are i n a r u r a l l o c a t i o n . C o n s i d e r i n g the r u r a l nature 
of the study region, c o n t a i n i n g such l a r g e c o u n t i e s a s N. Yorks. , 
Northumberland and Durham t h i s i s not s u r p r i s i n g . But the 
m a j o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n i s urban and t h a t i s the a r e a where 
the m a j o r i t y of the T r a v e l l e r s w i l l f i n d work. R u r a l s i t e s tend 
to face l e s s p u b l i c o p p o s i t i o n and a r e cheaper because of land 
p r i c e s . 

The i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s a r e l o c a t e d i n C l e v e l a n d , Newcastle, two i n 
County Durham and one i n Humberside. Those s i t e s l o c a t e d i n 
'other' are on the edge of urban a r e a s , u s u a l l y i n d u s t r i a l 
e s t a t e s . 
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Elgu- H i : D i s t a n c e of s i t e s t o shops 
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As can be seen from the above f i g u r e 75% of the s i t e s a r e a mile 
or l e s s from the shops. 

Fig._ iv_: D i s t a n c e nf S i t e s t o Schools: 

a) Primary. 
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b> Secondary 
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As can be seen from f i g u r e s i v a) and i v b) Primary s c h o o l s on 
average are a mile or l e s s from the s i t e s . 95% of Secondary 
s c h o o l s are a mile t o t h r e e m i l e s from the s i t e s . The u s u a l 
d i f f i c u l t y , l a c k of t r a n s p o r t , the d i s t a n c e from the s i t e s and 
the need to r i s e very e a r l y to a r r i v e a t school on time a re not 
conducive to good school attendance. 

EAg. Y_: Distance of S i t e s from P u b l i c Transport Routes. 
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F i g u r e v shows t h a t 40% of s i t e s have good a c c e s s to p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t . The m a j o r i t y of s i t e s a r e w i t h i n a r e a s o n a b l e walking 
d i s t a n c e of p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t . 
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S i t e s i n Designated Areas. 

Of the twenty s i t e s surveyed f o u r t e e n a r e i n a r e a s which have 
been designated, t h r e e are i n a r e a s where d e s i g n a t i o n has been 
a p p l i e d f o r and t h r e e i n a r e a s which a r e not designated. I t 
should be remembered t h a t the a r e a s where d e s i g n a t i o n has been 
achieved enables the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y to a c t more promptly a g a i n s t 
T r a v e l l e r s who a r e i l l e g a l l y parked and the numbers of T r a v e l l e r s 
allowed to s t o p i n the d i s t r i c t i s r e s t r i c t e d . 

Rents 

The r e n t f o r a p i t c h which i n c l u d e s hard s t a n d i n g f o r a caravan, 
a b r i c k b u i l t shed which houses a t o i l e t and washbasin, shower or 
bath, v a r i e s tremendously. For a s i n g l e caravan i n Humberside 
the r e n t on A p r i l 1 s t . 1987 was £10.60 a week, whereas i n 
C l e v e l a n d the r e n t was £20.60, almost double. A p i t c h f o r two 
caravans c o s t £15 i n Northumberland and £24.10 i n Cleveland. The 
County of C l e v e l a n d charged the h i g h e s t r e n t s f o r f a c i l i t i e s 
which were e s s e n t i a l l y s i m i l a r to those i n other c o u n t i e s where 
the r e n t was c o n s i d e r a b l y l e s s . A l l s i t e s c o n s t r u c t e d a f t e r 1977 
were e l i g i b l e f o r 100% government grant f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n but 
management and subsequent r e p a i r s a re the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t y . 

Housing B e n e f i t 

Of the twenty s i t e s i n c l u d e d i n the survey only one s i t e d i d not 
have the number of r e n t s paid by the D.H.S.S. a v a i l a b l e . T h i s 
was a s i t e owned by the c o u n c i l and l e a s e d t o a Gypsy; the L.E.A. 
was not i n p o s s e s s i o n of the information. 

The r e s u l t s can be s e e n i n the graph o v e r l e a f . 
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Eig.. x l : The Percentage of R e s i d e n t s on S i t e s who have t h e i r 
Rent p a i d by D.H.S.S. i n the Study Area 

O O 
o o 
o o 
o o o o 
o o o o o o o o 

100-90 89-80 79-70 69-60 59-50 49-40 39-30 29-20 19-10 9-0 
Percent. 

A l l the s i t e s except the two i n Cleveland and one i n Durham have 
s l o t meters f o r e l e c t r i c i t y . Cleveland charge a s t a n d a r d r a t e 
per week f o r e l e c t r i c i t y which i s a d j u s t e d when the meter i s read 
monthly. 

Most D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s charge a deposit on the a l l o c a t i o n of a 
p i t c h . The d e p o s i t v a r i e s from a u t h o r i t y to a u t h o r i t y , the 
s m a l l e s t d e p o s i t being £20 and the l a r g e s t £50. One D i s t r i c t 
Council as w e l l a s l e v y i n g a deposit, charges £30.40 i f 
T r a v e l l e r s want e l e c t r i c i t y connected to t h e i r caravan. 

S i t e R e g u l a t i o n s 

The m a j o r i t y of s i t e s have s i t e r u l e s which are much more 
elaborate than those drawn up as Model R u l e s by the J o i n t Working 
Party of the L o c a l A u t h o r i t i e s A s s o c i a t i o n and the Gypsy Council 
(see Appendix 9) and extend to four typed pages of A4. S i t e 
r u l e s c u r t a i l many of the T r a v e l l e r s ' t r a d i t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . An 
example i s the p r o h i b i t i o n of open f i r e s , which were the s o c i a l 
focus of T r a v e l l e r groups. The s t r i c t adherence t o the r u l e of 
one caravan on a s i n g l e p l o t p l a c e s many f a m i l i e s i n g r e a t 
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d i f f i c u l t y when t h e i r c h i l d r e n become a d o l e s c e n t s and should have 
a s i a a l l t r a i l e r of t h e i r own. On planning some of the s i t e s t h i s 
very b a s i c c u l t u r a l need was overlooked p o s s i b l y because there 
had been very l i t t l e or no d i s c u s s i o n with the T r a v e l l e r s 
themselves. 

Work Area 

Of the twenty s i t e s i n the survey f i f t e e n had no work spaces f o r 
the T r a v e l l e r s to c a r r y out t h e i r work. Some s i t e r e g u l a t i o n s 
s p e c i f y t h a t no s c r a p metal can be unloaded o f f the back of 
l o r r i e s . On some s i t e s i n d i v i d u a l s s o r t s m a l l amounts of s c r a p 
on t h e i r own p i t c h e s i n co n t r a v e n t i o n of s i t e r e g u l a t i o n s and 
u n l e s s i t becomes too u n t i d y t h i s tends to be overlooked by the 
warden or o f f i c e r i n charge. L i m i t e d storage on some s i t e s i s to 
a height of t h r e e f e e t , on others, "goods brought to the 
r e s i d e n t i a l p a r t of the s i t e by v e h i c l e s i n connection s h a l l not 
be removed from the v e h i c l e and s h a l l not be s t o r e d on s i t e . " 1 

T r a v e l l e r s t r a d i n g i n 'antique' f u r n i t u r e , new c a r p e t s e t c . would 
f i n d i t imp o s s i b l e t o make a l i v i n g i f these r e s t r i c t i o n s were 
s t r i c t l y enforced. The need to be abl e t o keep a w a t c h f u l eye on 
p o s s e s s i o n s i s a ve r y s t r o n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of T r a v e l l e r s . 

Play Area 

Of the twenty s i t e s surveyed t h i r t e e n had no p l a y a r e a f o r the 
c h i l d r e n , and of the seven s i t e s where th e r e are p l a y a r e a s some 
are not s p e c i f i c p l a y a r e a s but j u s t g r a s s between p i t c h e s . 
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e s No Yes No Yes I D Yes No 
P o u l t r y Dogs Goats Horses 

P_lg, zUL: TP iShnw. which, aaAfflaXs_arA_pexwjLJ;t.R(jL-flA filter 

The keeping of animals i s ve r y b a s i c to T r a v e l l e r c u l t u r e and y e t 
when the s i t e s were designed and r u l e s drawn up very l i t t l e 
a t t e n t i o n was giv e n to t h i s . Fourteen s i t e s w i l l . not a l l o w 
p o u l t r y t o be kept but i t i s not unusual f o r p o u l t r y to be seen 
running about or caged on such s i t e s a s long a s they do not 
c o n s t i t u t e a nuisance. A l l the s i t e s permitted the keeping of 
dogs a s long a s they a r e kept under c o n t r o l but s i x s i t e s 
r e s t r i c t e d the keeping of dogs to one per family, a r e s t r i c t i o n 
not u s u a l l y a p p l i e d to c o u n c i l house tenants. 
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Goats are not allowed t o be kept on n i n e t e e n out of the twenty 
s i t e s surveyed but again, depending on the l i b e r a l a t t i t u d e of 
the warden or s i t e manager goats can o c c a s i o n a l l y be seen on the 
g r a s s y mounds surrounding the s i t e s or t e t h e r e d on rough ground 
j u s t o u t s i d e the s i t e . 

There are no f a c i l i t i e s f o r keeping h o r s e s on e i g h t e e n of the 
s i t e s . Although the v a s t m a j o r i t y of T r a v e l l e r s do not use 
horses to p u l l t h e i r c a r a v a n s many f a m i l i e s l i k e t o keep them a s 
s t a t u s symbols, a s i g n of wealth. Some h o r s e s a r e t r a i n e d f o r 
t r o t t i n g r a c e s and T r a v e l l e r s l i k e t o keep ponies f o r t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n to l e a r n t o r i d e . The 'sea c o a l e r s ' i n Northumberland 
use h o r s e s f o r h a u l i n g c o a l but a f i e l d a d j a c e n t to the s i t e i s 
provided. Many T r a v e l l e r s w i l l t e t h e r h o r s e s on rough ground 
outside the s i t e but some c o u n c i l s are very r e s t r i c t i v e about 
t h i s and horses have been taken t o a p o l i c e pound where i t c o s t s 
the T r a v e l l e r £50 to r e t r i e v e them. 

Wardens 

The importance of wardens or s i t e managers l i e s mainly i n the day 
to day running of the s i t e . T h e i r t a s k s may i n c l u d e c o l l e c t i n g 
r e n t and emptying e l e c t r i c i t y meters, e n s u r i n g the s k i p s and 
d u s t b i n s are r e g u l a r l y emptied, sweeping the communal road, 
a l l o c a t i n g p i t c h e s and keeping the key to the s i t e b a r r i e r . 

Of the twenty s i t e s surveyed only one s i t e was c u r r e n t l y without 
a warden. There were twelve r e s i d e n t and seven non-resident 
wardens or s i t e managers, and of the nineteen, t h i r t e e n were f u l l 
time and s i x p a r t time. The number of wardens who were 
T r a v e l l e r s was ten and t h e s e were a l l r e s i d e n t on s i t e s . There 
were nine n o n - T r a v e l l e r wardens. One l a r g e county has a p o l i c y 
of employing r e s i d e n t T r a v e l l e r wardens, e i t h e r f u l l or part time 
depending on the s i z e of the s i t e and i t was on t h e s e s i t e s t h a t 
the r u l e s were i n t e r p r e t e d l i b e r a l l y . Another county has a 
p o l i c y of employing a worker w i t h i n the c o u n c i l department, 
e i t h e r housing or environmental h e a l t h , t o v i s i t the s i t e a t 
r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s . T h i s c o u n c i l worker may have more than one 
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s i t e t o manage and the s i t e s nay be a small p a r t of M s Job. On 
s i t e v i s i t s , i t was observed on t a l k i n g to the T r a v e l l e r s t h a t i t 
was on these s i t e s where the r u l e s were most r i g o r o u s l y enforced. 
In one i n s t a n c e the worker was an @s policeman. Both systems 
appear to work s a t i s f a c t o r i l y on the whole a s f a r a s s i t e 
management i s concerned but the T r a v e l l e r s " a t t i t u d e s to the s e 
d i f f e r i n g systems were not examined. 

The s i t e which had no warden and had not had one f o r a few months 
was s u b j e c t to s i g n i f i c a n t l y g r e a t e r i n s t a n c e s of va n d a l i s m than 
the other s i t e s . S e r v i c e b l o c k s on vacant p i t c h e s had been 
t o t a l l y s t r i p p e d of con t e n t s . The money saved i n payment of 
wages f o r a p a r t time warden was v a s t l y o u t s t r i p p e d by the money 
needed f o r property r e p a i r s . The D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l a d v e r t i s e d f o r 
a warden but had no a p p l i c a n t s , mainly because of t h e low wages 
which would not a t t r a c t a f a m i l y man, and the d i f f i c u l t i e s of the 
job. 

S i t e Layout 

Most of the s i t e s a r e f l a t and have e i t h e r a s t r a i g h t a c c e s s road 
with p i t c h e s each s i d e or a c i r c u l a r road with p i t c h e s t o the 
ou t s i d e and i n the c e n t r e . The s u r f a c e tends to be tarmaced or 
rough stones but a few of the s i t e s have g r a s s between the 
'Ditches. Two of the s i t e s v l psited have flower gardens and 
vegetable patches between the p i t c h e s , r e f l e c t i n g a s t a t i c 
population. 

The m a j o r i t y of s i t e s have between twelve and twenty e i g h t 
p i t c h e s and each p i t c h has an i n d i v i d u a l t o i l e t block, w i t h 
formal layout. The l a r g e s t s i t e of f o r t y f i v e p i t c h e s i s l e a s e d 
to a Gypsy who developed i t and the s i t e has communal t o i l e t 
f a c i l i t i e s and a l a u n d e r e t t e . There i s a c i r c u l a r road around 
the s i t e , with speed humps a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s . Caravans can 
p u l l on i n f a m i l y groupings near numbered e l e c t r i c i t y p o i n t s . A 
f l a t a r e a of the s i t e i s being developed f o r o l d e r T r a v e l H e r s 
who do not wish t o t r a v e l any longer. 
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G r a s s y mounds u s u a l l y c o n c e a l Gypsy s i t e s , sometimes to an 
op p r e s s i v e height. A few a r e surrounded by s i x foot high l i n k 
f e n c e s . The warden's hut or c a r a v a n i s u s u a l l y l o c a t e d a t the 
entran c e t o the s i t e a s i s the b a r r i e r which r e s t r i c t s a c c e s s to 
and from the s i t e . The use of t h i s b a r r i e r i s c o n t r o l l e d by the 
warden. 

TjcaflsAkJAkfifrSfi 

Only four out of the twenty surveyed have s p e c i f i c t r a n s i t 
p i t c h e s . Two of them were i n County Durham and two i n 
lorthumberland. Some of the other s i t e s , i f they have vacant 
p i t c h e s , are used by T r a v e l l e r s f o r s h o r t periods when they a r e 
i n t r a n s i t . 

1. S e l b y D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l , S i t e E u l e s f o r Gypsy S i t e s . 
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From t h i s r e v i e w of s i t e p r o v i s i o n by l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s and the 
r e g u l a t i o n s i n v o l v e d , s e v e r a l c o n c l u s i o n s can be drawn. The 
s i t e s provided by t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s are w e l l used and provide 
f o r a r e a l need. The 1968 Caravan S i t e s Act, a s intended, aimed 
f o r the p r o v i s i o n of s i t e s which would give the T r a v e l l e r s a 
secure base, b a s i c a m e n i t i e s such a s running waterm t o i l e t 
f a c i l i t i e s , and improved a c c e s s to education f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 
Although s i t e p r o v i s i o n has i n c r e a s e d d r a m a t i c a l l y by the l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s i n the l a s t four y e a r s t h e r e i s s t i l l no need f o r 
complacency a s t h e r e a r e s t i l l about 25% of T r a v e l l e r s i n w i n t e r 
without a l e g a l stopping place, who a r e s u b j e c t to harrassment 
and p r o s e c u t i o n . 

According to D.O.E. s t a t i s t i c s the number of T r a v e l l e r s i n the 
r e g i o n has not dropped below 730 i n the l a s t nine y e a r s and with 
the e x c e p t i o n of J u l y 1987 when Seamer F a i r was r e i n s t a t e d , has 
not gone over 800 caravans, T h i s shows t h a t the T r a v e l l e r 
population i s not d e c l i n i n g . The d e s i g n a t i o n of a r e a s and the 
r e l u c t a n c e of a u t h o r i t i e s to provide t r a n s i t p i t c h e s , u s u a l l y 
because of f i n a n c i a l or management d i f f i c u l t i e s , makes i t much 
more d i f f i c u l t f o r the T r a v e l l e r s to continue t h e i r nomadic way 
of l i f e . The Government r e c o g n i s e s the T r a v e l l e r s ' r i g h t t o a 
nomadic way of l i f e but the p o l i c i e s made and imp!eTnented appear 
c o n t r a r y t o t h i s . 

The m a j o r i t y of s i t e s i n the study a r e a are i n a r u r a l l o c a t i o n , 
very o f t e n on the o u t s k i r t s of town, a s can be seen from the 
d i s t a n c e s to s e r v i c e s survey, most s i t e s being i n an a r e a 16 to 1 
mile from the shops and primary s c h o o l s . As has been shown 17 of 
the 20 s i t e s a r e h a l f a mile or l e s s from p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t , 
u s u a l l y a bus r o u t e but i n most r u r a l or semi r u r a l a r e a s bus 
s e r v i c e s are v e r y i n f r e q u e n t . T r a v e l l e r s however very r a r e l y use 
p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t ; i f they have no t r a n s p o r t of t h e i r own they 
p r e f e r a t a x i , e s p e c i a l l y when cooing back w i t h the shopping. 

The s i t e s themselves tend t o be unimaginative i n layout, g i v i n g 
very l i t t l e p r i v a c y t o the occupants. The l a c k of p l a y a r e a s f o r 
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the c h i l d r e n often l e a v e them no a l t e r n a t i v e but to p l a y on rough 
hard core l a i d on some of the s i t e s , where numerous a c c i d e n t s can 
occur, or on barren tarmac. The l a c k of work space and the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of work on many of the s i t e s t a k e s away the 
T r a v e l l e r s " r i g h t t o work i n the way t h e i r f a m i l i e s have f o r 
generat i o n s . Taking away t h i s r i g h t by i n t r o d u c i n g laws which 
f o r c e them on to s i t e s where they a r e faced with the expenses of 
r e n t and e l e c t r i c i t y , which together may be i n e x c e s s of a£30 per 
week, the T r a v e l l e r s f i n d i t i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o meet th e s e 
expenses and feed and c l o t h e t h e i r f a m i l i e s . I n c r e a s i n g numbers 
of T r a v e l l e r s are having t o apply t o the D.H.S.S. f o r a s s i s t a n c e . 
In the county which charges the h i g h e s t s i t e r e n t 100% on one 
s i t e have t h e i r r e n t p a i d by the D.H.S.S. I n another county 
where the r u l e of no s c r a p unloaded o f f the back of l o r r i e s i s 
s t r i c t l y enforced, thus r e d u c i n g the T r a v e l l e r s ' c a p a c i t y to 
work, 100% have t h e i r r e n t p a i d by the D.H.S.S. 

Unfo r t u n a t e l y i t i s p o l i c i e s made by the dominant gaujo community 
which a r e d r a s t i c a l l y a l t e r i n g the way of l i f e of the T r a v e l l e r 
and t a k i n g away h i s independence. 

The horse i s no longer used by the v a s t majority of T r a v e l l e r s a s 
a means of t r a n s p o r t but i t remains a s a h i s t o r i c symbol of the 
T r a v e l l e r i d e n t i t y . l a t h a n Lee i n h i s poem "The P a s s i n g of the 
O r f i i " 1 lament? the change away from the horse drawn vardo and the 
f a c t t h a t s i t e s make no p r o v i s i o n f o r a horse. When most Df the 
s i t e s were c o n s t r u c t e d v e r y l i t t l e thought was giv e n t o the 
T r a v e l l e r s ' needs; only two made p r o v i s i o n f o r ho r s e s t o be kept. 
Host T r a v e l l e r s who have h o r s e s a r e not averse to paying r e n t a l 
f o r g r a z i n g but d i f f i c u l t i e s i n f i n d i n g such p l a c e s and high 
r e n t a l sometimes asked a r e o f t e n p r o h i b i t i v e . F o r t u n a t e l y 
wardens at many of the s i t e s t u r n a ' b l i n d eye' to h o r s e s or 
ponies t e t h e r e d on the g r a s s y mound surround or nearby verges, 
but not a l l wardens a r e so l i b e r a l . 

I t i s e x c e p t i o n a l f o r a T r a v e l l e r f a m i l y not to have a t l e a s t one 
dog y e t s i x of the s i t e s r e s t r i c t the f a m i l i e s to one dog and a t 
two of the s i t e s v i s i t e d dogs had t o be chained a t a l l times. On 
o b s e r v a t i o n i t was the n o n - T r a v e l l e r wardens who made s u r e t h a t 
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the s i t e r u l e s were s t r i c t l y adhered t o . iJo s c r a p, dogs chained, 
no other animals, g r a s s n e a t l y cut, the T r a v e l l e r s l o o k i n g l i k e a 
defeated people, no l i g h t i n t h e i r eyes, r e l e g a t e d t o a 
r e s e r v a t i o n , complete with b a r r i e r . 

S i t e s may have provided l e g a l stopping p l a c e s and t h e r e f o r e 
i n c r e a s e d a c c e s s t o education but they have a l s o moved T r a v e l l e r s 
from one c r i s i s t o another. Though f r e e d from harrassment by 
r e s i d i n g on a s i t e they a r e f a c e d with i n c r e a s e d r e s t r i c t i o n s 
which s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t t h e i r way of l i f e . Often l i v i n g with 
neighbours they would not normally mix wi t h and only a b l e to 
lea v e t h e i r p i t c h e s f o r four weeks a t a time or they l o s e i t 
r e s t r i c t s t h e i r l i f e s t y l e . They may have t o " s i g n on' a s they no 
longer have the f a c i l i t i e s t o work There i s i n c r e a s i n g p r e s s u r e 
f o r youngsters t o go on Y.T.S. Schemes which w i l l soon be 
compulsory. A l l these l e a d to a fragmentation of Gypsy c u l t u r e 
and a move towards a s s i m i l a t i o n , a move which would be welcomed 
by most a u t h o r i t i e s . Most l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , i n the w r i t e r ' s 
opinion, look on T r a v e l l e r s a s a d e v i a n t m i n o r i t y t h a t need t o be 
changed. 

1. ffathan Lee, The P a s s i n g of the G r a i from L a c i o Prom (Dec. 
'86) p.80-81. 
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HISTORY OF TKATOUUB8 JSPffCAXIOCT 

F i r s t Schools 

The e a r l i e s t attempts to s e t up s c h o o l s f o r Gypsy c h i l d r e n i n 
England and S c o t l a n d were i n the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h century. I n 
the 1830's and 1840"s s c h o o l s were s e t up i n Southampton, Farnham 
i n S urrey and K i r k Yetholm i n Scotland. There were probably 
other s c a t t e r e d and l e s s documented attempts i n t h i s period, s e t 
up by p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s and r e l i g i o u s bodies. The school i n 
Farnham c l o s e d i n 1855 and the s c h o o l i n Southampton, s e t up by 
the Reverend James Crabb, c l o s e d soon a f t e r h i s death i n 1851. 
The K i r k Yetholm mission claimed to have ' s e t t l e d ' the Gypsies by 
the 1860's. 1 A l l of these e a r l y attempts a t education had 
e v a n g e l i c a l i n t e n t and i n general were very a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t . The 
S a l v a t i o n Army a l s o encouraged c o n v e r t s t o give up t h e i r nomadic 
way of l i f e . 

I n the 1850's the London C i t y M i s s i o n sent t e a c h e r s to the Gypsy 
camps. They r e a l i s e d t h a t compelling Gypsies to s e t t l e down 
would only f o r c e them i n t o the slums. During the l a t t e r h a l f of 
the n i n e t e e n t h century F r a n c i s Hynde Groome 2 had a s c e r t a i n e d t h a t 
the m a j o r i t y of Gypsies were s e t t l e d f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e time of 
the year and so, a p r o g r e s s i v e of h i s age, he suggested t h a t 
clergymen and t e a c h e r s go to the camps and persuade the c h i l d r e n 
i n t o s c h o o l s . For the more mobile Gypsies he suggested the 
c h i l d r e n be taught a t the camps by l i t e r a t e Gypsies and v i s i t i n g 
t e a c h e r s . 

Another V i c t o r i a n p h i l a n t h r o p i s t , George Smith of C o a l v i l l e , was 
i n v o l v e d p r i m a r i l y with bargee c h i l d r e n , and used h i s r e l i g i o u s 
z e a l to t r y and b e t t e r the c o n d i t i o n s of the 'van' c h i l d r e n , to 
ensure t h e i r education, i f only on a p a r t time b a s i s . <A s c hool 
f o r bargee c h i l d r e n was s e t up i n Runcorn i n the 1870's. 3) H i s 
f e e l i n g s towards Gypsies i s shown very c l e a r l y i n 'Gypsy L i f e ' 
(Smith 1880), " I t i s not c r e d i t a b l e f o r us a s a C h r i s t i a n n a t i o n 
to have had f o r c e n t u r i e s t h e s e heathen t r i b e s i n our midst.""* 
George Smith put forward numerous 8111s to Parliament between 
1885 and 1889, e n t i t l e d 'Temporary D w e l l i n g B i l l ' but a l l were 
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r e j e c t e d . George Smith h i m s e l f s a i d , "But f o r the o p p o s i t i o n to 
my B i l l s i n 1885-6-7-8-9 the 30,000 E n g l i s h and Scotch Gypsy and 
van c h i l d r e n would i n a l l human p r o b a b i l i t y , by t h i s time have 
been ab l e t o r e a d and w r i t e and thus s t a r t on the road to 
heaven." <G Smith 1889 and 1892, p.44-45).* 

In f a c t the m a j o r i t y of the p r o p o s a l s i n George Smith's B i l l s 
were i n c o r p o r a t e d i n a number of Acts by 1936, except the one on 
the compulsory r e g i s t r a t i o n of vans. 

Education up t o the 1960's 

The 1908 C h i l d r e n ' s A c t 6 gave powers to l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s to a c t 
a g a i n s t p a r e n t s who d i d not send t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o school under 
the 1902 and 1906 Acts. Paragraph 116 of the 1908 C h i l d r e n ' s Act 
forbade the buying of s c r a p metal from c h i l d r e n . T h i s p a r t of 
the Act i s o f t e n ignored even i n 1987. The f a c t t h a t the 1908 
Act was brought i n without e x t r a funds being provided f o r i t s 
implementation meant t h a t i t was i n e f f e c t u a l . The 1908 
C h i l d r e n ' s Act a l s o exempted c h i l d r e n from a t t e n d i n g s c h o o l 
between A p r i l and September i f the c h i l d ' s p a r e n t s were engaged 
i n " t r a d e or b u s i n e s s of such a nature a s t o r e q u i r e him to 
t r a v e l from p l a c e t o p l a c e , " 7 provided t h e r e had been 200 
attendances between the preceding October to Harch. T h i s 
exemption i s i n c o r p o r a t e d i n the 1944 E d u c a t i o n Act, S e c t i o n 39 
(sub s e c t i o n 3 ) , " . . . i f the parent proves t h a t he i s engaged i n 
any t r a d e or b u s i n e s s of such a nature a s t o r e q u i r e him to 
t r a v e l from p l a c e t o place and t h a t the c h i l d has attended a t a 
school a t which he was a r e g i s t e r e d p u p i l as r e g u l a r l y a s the 
nature of the t r a d e or b u s i n e s s permits."® 

There i s l i t t l e recorded evidence of c o n c e r t e d s p e c i a l education 
f o r G y p s i e s up u n t i l the Second World War, i n f a c t even u n t i l the 
1960's. One such recorded p r o v i s i o n though was a c l a s s f o r 
G y p s i e s which was open from 1926-34 9 s e t up by the S u r r e y 
Education Committee. But although t h i s may be one of the 
i s o l a t e d attempts a t p r o v i d i n g G y p s i e s with education 
s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r t h e i r group, many G y p s i e s / T r a v e l l e r s d i d not 
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a t t e n d school. Of those t h a t d i d atten d t h e i r attendance may 
have been spasmodic and t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e not a p o s i t i v e one. 
T h i s p a t t e r n of spasmodic attendance was sometimes r i g o r o u s l y 
enforced by the 'School Board Man', depending on the area, and 
o f t e n complete non-attendance continued up u n t i l the l a t e 1960's. 

T r a v e l l e r Education a f t e r 1960 

T r a v e l l e r parents i n t e r v i e w e d by the w r i t e r , 1 0 who were c h i l d r e n 
i n the 50's and 60's spoke of t h e i r l a c k of e d u c a t i o n a l 
experience, whether t h e i r p a t t e r n of t r a v e l wasn't conducive to 
sch o o l attendance or i t s value was not regarded h i g h l y . T h i s 
a t t i t u d e i s r e f l e c t e d i n the H.H.S.O. p u b l i c a t i o n s G y p s i e s and 
other T r a v e l l e r s , 1967, which c l a i m e d t h a t "before the war the 
Gy p s i e s were v i r t u a l l y unanimous i n c o n s i d e r i n g education to be a 
waste of time, harmful to h e a l t h and g e n e r a l l y an experi e n c e to 
be a v o i d e d . " 1' 

One way T r a v e l l e r s d i d r e c e i v e compulsory b a s i c l i t e r a c y was by 
co u r t e s y of His/Her H a j e s t y ' s Government, e i t h e r i n the armed 
f o r c e s when there was c o n s c r i p t i o n or i n p r i s o n and youth 
custody. The f e a r and d i s l i k e of the 'school attendance o f f i c e r ' 
by the T r a v e l l e r s i s e q u a l l e d by t h e i r f e e l i n g of d i s t r u s t of 
s o c i a l workers whn a r e rpnnwriprt ajnnTjgst T r a v e l l e r s f o r t a k i n g 
c h i l d r e n i n t o care. Being i n c a r e a l s o brought about enforced 
education. Many of the l i t e r a t e T r a v e l l e r s a c t i v e i n Gypsy 
p o l i t i c s today r e c e i v e d some s o r t of enforced education. 

The gradual change i n work p a t t e r n s and l i f e s t y l e s which emerged 
a f t e r the Second World War began t o change a t t i t u d e s towards 
education " f a c t o r s such a s the c l o s u r e of t r a d i t i o n a l 
stopping p l a c e s and the r e s u l t a n t dependence on c o u n c i l s i t e s 
which made i t ne c e s s a r y f o r G y p s i e s t o l i v e a longside the s e t t l e d 
community." 1 2 The i n c r e a s e d use of motorised v e h i c l e s and the 
growth i n urban trade such a s the sc r a p metal d e a l i n g and 
tarmacing as the mechanisation of a g r i c u l t u r e f a r c e d some 
T r a v e l l e r s i n t o towns f o r longer periods, and the i n c r e a s i n g 
dependence on the Welfare S t a t e a l l n e c e s s i t a t e d more c o n t a c t 
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with the s e t t l e d community. The a b i l i t y t o be a b l e t o read and 
wr i t e was seen a s advantageous by an i n c r e a s i n g number of 
T r a v e l l e r s but i t wasn't u n t i l the 1960's when t h e r e became an 
i n c r e a s i n g awareness of human r i g h t s both i n B r i t a i n and abroad 
that there was any p r o g r e s s i n t h i s f i e l d of education. 

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t of o f f i c i a l Gypsy s i t e s by a few l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s c r e a t e d a need and a demand f o r ed u c a t i o n p r o v i s i o n . 
T h i s was the s t a r t of the movement towards a c c e s s t o education 
fo r T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n when there was s e c u r i t y of a s i t e and more 
s t a b i l i t y . C h i l d r e n from o f f i c i a l s i t e s i n Kent and S u r r e y were 
provided with s p e c i a l f a c i l i t i e s a t Edenbridge (1965) and Outwood 
(1967). O n - s i t e e d u c a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s were provided but 
c h i l d r e n were a l s o accepted i n to l o c a l primary s c h o o l s . By 1969 
at Outwood, the l o c a l s c h o o l had " s u c c e s s f u l l y e s t a b l i s h e d an 
uncomplicated and e f f i c i e n t e d u c a t i o n a l l y a c c e p t a b l e system f o r 
the l o c a l f a m i l i e s . " 1 3 Edenbridge moved from the u n i t on s i t e , 
a c t i n g a s a b r i d g i n g system between s i t e and s c h o o l , to a 
segregated system annexed to the l o c a l s c h o o l , and f i n a l l y to ann 
i n t e g r a t e d system. Unfortunately the a p p a l l i n g and d e t e r i o r a t i n g 
s i t e f a c i l i t i e s a t Edenbridge caused the s i t e t o be l e s s w e l l 
used. 

The i n t e r e s t and growth shown i n T r a v e l l e r e d u c a t i o n from the 
l a t e 1960's was i n f l u e n c e d bv the formation of the Gvrisv Cnimnll 

( l a t e 1966), v o l u n t a r y groups which acted a s p r e s s u r e groups and 
the i n c r e a s e i n p r e s s u r e on l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s to provide s i t e s 
a f t e r the 1968 Caravan S i t e s Act. The r e l a t i o n s h i p s between 
these v a r i o u s groups a s w e l l a s i n f l u e n c i n g the growth of 
T r a v e l l e r e d u c a t i o n a l s o i l l u s t r a t e s c o n f l i c t i n g i d e a l s and a 
l a c k of a c o h e s i v e n a t i o n a l p o l i c y . 

The s e c r e t a r y of the embryo group of the Gypsy C o u n c i l was 
Gratton Puxon, who had been a c t i v e i n promoting Gypsy c i v i l 
r i g h t s i n E i r e . He was aware of the r o l e t h a t e d u c a t i o n would 
have i n the o v e r a l l s t r u g g l e f o r c i v i l r i g h t s . W h i l s t Puxon 
remained an i n f l u e n c e i n the Gypsy C o u n c i l e d u c a t i o n had a 
p o l i t i c a l a s p e c t . The promotion of education was used a s a 
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p r e s s u r e f o r the b u i l d i n g of s i t e s . The m a j o r i t y of L.E.A.s 
would look a t education only a f t e r a s i t e had been b u i l t . 

Gypsy Caravan Schools 

The f i r s t Gypsy C o u n c i l Caravan School was s e t up i n 1967 a t 
Hornchurch a i r f i e l d , E s sex. The s c h o o l , o r i g i n a l l y run by Thomas 
Acton and a Simon Community worker, was very n e a r l y a d i s a s t e r 
because of d i s o r g a n i s a t i o n of the f i n a n c e s . Some of the c h i l d r e n 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o the l o c a l primary school a f t e r i n i t i a l o b j e c t i o n s 
from the L.E.A. 1 A. As w e l l a s a c t i v a t i n g a Gypsy c i v i l r i g h t s 
campaign i n the area, t h i s , the f i r s t Gypsy C o u n c i l Caravan 
School, was used as a model f o r other such s c h o o l s . 

Harry Smith, an E n g l i s h Gypsy and George H a r r i o t of I r i s h 
T r a v e l l e r and Spanish immigrant descent, who was a l s o a Labour 
P a r t y a c t i v i s t , r a n Gypsy C o u n c i l Caravan s c h o o l i n g with t e a c h e r s 
and students i n H e r t f o r d s h i r e and Bedfordshire i n 1968. The 
p o l i c e p o l i c y of 'moving on' caravan s c h o o l s was used a s 
propaganda by the Gypsy C o u n c i l and f o l l o w i n g the adverse 
p u b l i c i t y which ensued B e d f o r d s h i r e Education Department agreed 
to the caravan school and i t s t e a c h e r being based i n the grounds 
of Kensworth V i l l a g e s c h o o l . I t was used t h e r e as a s p e c i a l 
T r a v e l l e r u n i t f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s . I t was c l o s e d i n 1976, when 
according to Dick W o r r a l l a new a s s i s t a n t education o f f i c e r 
apparently disapproved of the f a c t t h a t " c h i l d r e n over primary 
school age were a l s o being c a t e r e d f o r i n the unit." 1® The 
Kensworth u n i t i s of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t because i t i s one of the 
f i r s t examples of p r o v i s i o n f o r Gypsies by an L.E.A. r e s u l t i n g 
from voluntary p r e s s u r e . 

Growth of Gypsy O r g a n i s a t i o n s and Support Groups 

The a c t i v i t i e s of the Gypsy C o u n c i l and the debate about the 1968 
Caravan S i t e Act a c t i v a t e d t e a c h e r s , students and s u p p o r t e r s i n 
the f i e l d of Gypsy education. For t e a c h e r s i t was an e x c i t i n g 
opportunity i n a unique f i e l d where there were not the u s u a l 
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c o n s t r a i n t s of the main stream school system. The motives of 
soma of t h e s e gorgio t e a c h e r s were questioned by some of the 
Gypsies. As with any new growth a r e a w i t h i n education some 
t e a c h e r s saw i t as a j o b which would enhance t h e i r c a r e e r s . By 
1970, human r i g h t s groups i n the West Hidlands had s e t up the 
West Midlands T r a v e l l i n g School. A Schools Council p r o j e c t on 
the 'Education of T r a v e l l i n g C h i l d r e n ' was s e t up and was based 
a t the West Midlands Coll e g e of Education, W a l s a l l , d i r e c t e d by 
C h r i s t o p h e r R e i s s . As the Gypsy C o u n c i l was quick to po i n t out 

t h i s was " d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t Mr R e i s s had only e i g h t e e n 
months experience. We the G y p s i e s had witnessed the b i r t h of an 
' i n s t a n t e x p e r t ' . " 1 1 5 The f a c t i o n a l i s m which was apparent i n the 
1970's i s u n f o r t u n a t e l y s t i l l v i s i b l e i n the 1980's w i t h some 
Gy p s i e s and gorgios d i f f e r i n g on p o l i c i e s and th e r e are c l a s h e s 
of p e r s o n a l i t i e s . 

The formation of the Gypsy C o u n c i l Tru6t i n 1969 to d e a l with 
education matters became the foundation of the National Gypsy 
Educ a t i o n C o u n c i l (N.G.E.C.) i n 1970, under the chairmanship of 
Lady Plowden. During the f o l l o w i n g year the N.G.E.C. appointed a 
s a l a r i e d F i e l d O f f i c e r and Adv i s e r . A p r o j e c t a t Woodmansy, N. 
Humberside, which was a segregated u n i t s e t up by the N.G.E.C., 
c l o s e d i n 1977. 

In 1972 c o n f l i c t w i t h i n the Gypsy C o u n c i l caused some of the 
l e a d e r s t o break away and form the Romany Guild. The N.G.E.C. 
s p l i t i n A p r i l 1973, when many of the o f f i c e r s l e d by Lady 
Plowden r e s i g n e d and s e t up the Advisory Council f o r the 
Educa t i o n of Romanies and other T r a v e l l e r s (A.C.E.R.T. ) , which 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y competed f o r funds and the support of l o c a l groups. 
Thomas Acton, acknowledging h i s support f o r the N.G.E.C. ( i n 
1974), saw the main d i f f e r e n c e s between the N.G.E.C. and 
A.C.E.R.T. a s f o l l o w s . . . . "The N.G.E.C. f e e l s t h a t the Gypsy 
Educ a t i o n Movement should be more democratic i n v o l v i n g p a r e n t s 
and t e a c h e r s more i n i t s running, more Romani and T r a v e l l e r 
o r i e n t a t e d i n i t s e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l and t h a t a c l o s e r l i a i s o n 
should be kept up between the s t r u g g l e f a r education and the 
s t r u g g l e f o r stopping p l a c e s . A.C.E.R.T. f e e l s i t important not 
to engage i n m i l i t a n c y or u n r e a l s t r a t e g i e s f o r s e p a r a t e 
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education when the s o l u t i o n s h a l l come from the s t a t e . " 1 7 For 
Thomas Acton's Family Tree of Gypsy and pro Gypsy o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
see Appendix 11. i e 

I n t h i s r a p i d growth of embryonic movements one must not f o r g e t 
the p u b l i c a t i o n of the Plowden Report on " C h i l d r e n and T h e i r 
Primary Schools" (1967) with the much quoted ...."They 
( T r a v e l l e r s ) are probably the most s e v e r e l y d e p r i v e d c h i l d r e n i n 
the country, Most of them do not even go to school, and the 
p o t e n t i a l a b i l i t i e s of those who do a r e stunted. " 1 9 Lady Plowden 
a t a conference h e l d i n C a r l i s l e (1979) q u a l i f i e d the word, 
'deprived', from the above quotation e x p l a i n i n g t h a t " T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n come from c a r i n g f a m i l i e s and had c e r t a i n advantages, 
such as those of extended f a m i l i e s , o f t e n l a c k e d by other 
c h i l d r e n . " 2 0 The Plowden Report was y e t another spur to L.E.A.s 
and v o l u n t a r y groups concerned with T r a v e l l e r education, 
h i g h l i g h t i n g the needs of t h i s s p e c i f i c group. In 1970 
e d u c a t i o n a l work with T r a v e l l e r s s t a r t e d i n Bromley, Oxford and 
York and The Save the C h i l d r e n Fund s t a r t e d a p r o j e c t with 
T r a v e l l e r s i n the H e r t f o r d s h i r e area. The f i r s t H.M.I, with 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r T r a v e l l e r Education was appointed i n 1973. 

C h r i s t o p h e r R e i s s was a member of the I.G.E.C., and i n 1973 was 
one of the founder members of A.C.E.R.T., and Chairman of the 
West Midlands T r a v e l l e r s ' School u n t i l 1972. I n h i s book 'The 
Education of T r a v e l l i n g C h i l d r e n ' (1975) be used a s h i s b a s i s the 
Schools C o u n c i l survey of 1970 which r e l i e d on q u e s t i o n n a i r e s 
sent t o the then e x i s t i n g 162 l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , out of them 40 
were n i l r e t u r n s and 20 d i d not r e p l y . Over an eighteen month 
pe r i o d i t showed t h a t t h e r e were 2,000 G y p s y / T r a v e l l i n g c h i l d r e n 
i n school p l u s 250 housed Gypsy c h i l d r e n . R e i s s put the f i g u r e 
a t approximately 1,500 to a l l o w f o r movement between schools. 
The Plowden Report (1967) : 2' had suggested t h a t not more than 10% 
of Gypsy c h i l d r e n had been a t t e n d i n g school i n 1967 and t h i s 
f i g u r e c o u l d not be r e f u t e d by R e i s s . He was only able to 
"suggest t h a t t h e r e may be between 6,000 and 12,000 T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n , probably the higher f i g u r e being n e a r e r the t r u t h . " 2 2 
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I n 1973 the Gypsy and T r a v e l l e r s Education C o u n c i l , (G.T.E.C.) 
was formed, which was the northern branch of the I'.G.E.C, and 
was composed of T r a v e l l e r s , t e a c h e r s , s o c i a l workers, r e s e a r c h e r s 
and v o l u n t e e r s . The p u b l i c a t i o n by G.T.B.C. i n 1975, "Gypsy 
Education, a q u e s t i o n of R e s p o n s i b i l i t y ' , c o n t a i n e d the r e s u l t s 
of a survey of L.E.A. a t t i t u d e s towards Gypsy e d u c a t i o n i n the 
north. The survey i n d i c a t e d a " c r i t i c a l l a c k of knowledge 
throughout the L.E.A.s i n the north i n r e l a t i o n t o T r a v e l l e r 
e d u c a t i o n , " 2 : 3 Out of twenty four L.E.A. ' s . twenty one saw 
s c h o o l i n g " a s a means to i n s t i t u t e conforming behaviour and to 
e v e n t u a l l y i n t e g r a t e them i n t o s e t t l e d s o c i e t y . " £ A The G.T.E.C. 
wanted a type of education which would support the 'unique' Gypsy 
l i f e - s t y l e but f o r many L.E.A.'s the d e s i r a b i l i t y of t h i s was 
questioned and o f t e n r e j e c t e d . 

Unfortunately f a c t i o n a l i s m between v a r i o u s Gypsy groups, not 
always on p o l i c y but sometimes on p e r s o n a l i t i e s , r e s u l t e d i n a 
walkout of the N a t i o n a l Gypsy Council, l e d by i t s p r e s i d e n t 
Hughie Smith, from the A.G.M. of the I.G.E.C. i n May 1978. Dick 
tforrall i n d i s c u s s i n g both A.C.E.E.T. *s and N. G.E.C.'s "unhappy 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h ' i t s ' G y p s i e s " f o r e c a s t t h a t t h e i r "eventual 
f a i l u r e seems i n c r e a s i n g l y p o s s i b l e . " 2 3 As w i l l be shown l a t e r 
i n t h i s s e c t i o n both groups have s u r v i v e d and a r e a c t i v e up to 
the time of w r i t i n g t h i s study. 

The 1T.G.E.C. acknowledges the d i v i s i v e n e s s between groups as 
harmful and a t the end of i t s p o l i c y statement adopted i n 1977 
s t a t e s : "The I.G.E.C. r e g r e t s the fragmentation of o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
concerned with Gypsy w e l f a r e and urges a l l to come together i n 
g eneral p r i n c i p l e s w h i l e r e c o g n i s i n g the r i g h t s of G y p s i e s and 
t h e i r Gaujo f r i e n d s t o hold d i f f e r e n t o pinions on d e t a i l s . " 2 < s 

P.E.S. i n c r e a s i n g awareness 

In 1977 D.G. Buckland, H.M.I, with s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the 
education of t r a v e l l i n g c h i l d r e n , w r i t i n g i n the j o u r n a l 
"Trends', s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e were, a t t h a t time, an estimated 
15,000 to 20,000 Gypsy c h i l d r e n of school age i n England and 
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Wales who ware l e a d i n g a nomadic l i f e s t y l e . He wrote " t h e r e a r e 
however no o f f i c i a l e s t i m a t e s of t h e i r number nor the number 
r e c e i v i n g f u l l time e d u c a t i o n . " 2 7 The f a c t t h a t t h e r e are no 
o f f i c i a l numbers a v a i l a b l e i s i n d i c a t i v e of the low p r i o r i t y 
g i v e n to the s i t u a t i o n by the D. E.S. and the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s 1 

l a c k of response to the f i e l d of T r a v e l l e r education, i t not 
being compulsory to send i n r e t u r n s of numbers of caravans to the 
D.O.E.. Although r e c o g n i s i n g the d i f f i c u l t t a s k of g a t h e r i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n i t i s v i t a l i f the d i f f i c u l t i e s of p r o v i d i n g the 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a l l T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n t o r e c e i v e adequate 
education are to be overcome. As Dick Worrall pointed out a t e n 
f o l d i n c r e a s e i n the c u r r e n t l e v e l Df expenditure by L.E.A.s i n 
England and Wales was needed t o g i v e equal opportunity t o Gypsy 
c h i l d r e n . 2 6 3 

At l e a s t p a r t of the f i n a n c i a l expenditure on education could be 
met from the Fo Area Pool, (to which a l l L.E.A.s c o n t r i b u t e ) . I n 
1977 the D.E.S. had informed L.E.A.s t h a t the Uo Area Pool could 
be used to fund the e d u c a t i o n of nomadic c h i l d r e n . Avon and 
Somerset were two a r e a s making use of the fund a t t h i s time. 
Between 1968 (the year the Caravan S i t e Act was passed), and 
1977, at l e a s t 100 t e a c h e r s were appointed to work with 
T r a v e l l i n g c h i l d r e n , and were funded i n t h i s way. 

I n Croydon, i n 1977, the L.E.A. r e f u s e d to take i n any r o a d s i d e 
c h i l d r e n . The D.E.S. s a i d t h a t Croydon was w i t h i n i t s r i g h t s 
which meant t h a t T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n d i d not have an e n f o r c e a b l e 
l e g a l r i g h t to education i n B r i t a i n . The 1980 E d u c a t i o n A c t 2 3 

a l t e r e d t h i s p o s i t i o n and now a l o c a l education a u t h o r i t y i s 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the education of a l l c h i l d r e n l i v i n g i n i t s a r e a , 
whether they l i v e on o f f i c i a l or u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s . T h i s s u b j e c t 
i s covered i n more d e t a i l i n D.E.S. C i r c u l a r 1/81 and i n the 
p u b l i c a t i o n T r a v e l l e r E d u c a t i o n 1982, published by the N.G.E.C.. 

The Warnock Committee Report (1978) on S p e c i a l Education feeds 
which r e s u l t e d i n the 1981 E d u c a t i o n A c t , 3 0 d i d not i n c l u d e 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n a s having s p e c i a l education needs but many of 
i t s recommendations c o u l d e q u a l l y apply to them and be u s e f u l l y 
used when s p e c i a l e d u cation i s r e q u i r e d . The N.G.E.C. opposed 
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the i n c l u s i o n of the problems of e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s with those of 
the p h y s i c a l l y and mentally handicapped but saw the advantage of 
u s i n g the 1981 Act t o encourage l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s i n t o a c t i o n . 

A d i s c u s s i o n paper produced by the D.E.S, , "The Education of 
T r a v e l l e r ' s C h i l d r e n ' , " i n order to s t i m u l a t e p r o f e s s i o n a l 
d i s c u s s i o n , " 3 1 was d i s t r i b u t e d t o L.E.A.s and other o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
concerned w i t h the education of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n . The H.H. I . ' s 
who prepared the report, Donald Buckland and Arthur I v a t t s , had 
been i n v o l v e d w i t h T r a v e l l e r s f o r about t e n years. The paper 
c o v e r s the needs, types of p r o v i s i o n , f i n a n c e and the importance 
of i n - s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g . I t e s t i m a t e s t h a t some 50-60% of primary 
age c h i l d r e n and 85-90% of secondary c h i l d r e n were not a t t e n d i n g 
school when the paper was produced. Case s t u d i e s of d i f f e r e n t 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t y p r a c t i c e s from a u n i t on an o f f i c i a l s i t e t o a 
u n i t f o r secondary age c h i l d r e n a t t a c h e d to a primary school were 
covered. Although c a u t i o u s l y recommending i n t e g r a t i o n i n s c h o o l s 
as being u l t i m a t e l y p r e f e r a b l e f o r T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i t makes 
c l e a r t h a t t h e r e are numerous s i t u a t i o n s where immediate 
i n t e g r a t i o n would not be v i a b l e . The paper acknowledges, 
however, t h a t i n some a r e a s "poor p r a c t i c e can be i d e n t i f i e d by 
the o p e r a t i o n of an 'open door' p o l i c y . " 3 2 T h i s p o l i c y means 
th a t the T r a v e l l e r s have t o have the confidence, remain i n a 
p l a c e long enough and o f t e n be p e r s i s t a n t to gain a c c e s s t o 
e ducation f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . Hany T r a v e l l e r parents have had 
unhappy e x p e r i e n c e s when they were a t school and are r e l u c t a n t to 
approach the education system. Others may not be e n t h u s i a s t i c 
about the need f o r education and do not approach schools. 

The f a c t t h a t t h i s d i s c u s s i o n paper was forwarded to a l l L.E.A.s 
made many aware of the Ho-Area Pool being used to f i n a n c e the 
e ducation of T r a v e l l i n g c h i l d r e n . Expenditure on the e d u cation 
of T r a v e l l i n g c h i l d r e n i n o r d i n a r y c l a s s e s could, and s t i l l can, 
be c l a i m e d from the 'pool' a t the f u l l I n t e r A u thority Payments 
Committee i n p r o p o r t i o n t o the weeks of t h e i r a c t u a l attendance. 
S p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n such a s p e r i p a t e t i c t e a c h e r s or s p e c i a l u n i t s 
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whether or not the c h i l d i s on r o l l a t a s chool i s 75% refundable 
from the pool. Other expenditure such a s boarding f e e s and 
t r a n s p o r t i s 100% refundable. Sadly, s t i l l not a l l L.E.A.s a r e 
aware of the uses of the No-Area pool or choose not t o make use 
of i t . The No-Area Pool i s to be r e p l a c e d i n 1990 by a s p e c i f i c 
grant f o r T r a v e l l e r Education and the education of refugees. 
L o c a l Education A u t h o r i t i e s w i l l have t o submit b i d s f o r any 
p r o v i s i o n they make. 

The importance of i n - s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g and the need t o be aware of 
T r a v e l l e r c u l t u r e and make use of i t i s s t r e s s e d i n the 
D i s c u s s i o n paper. The need to have c l o s e l i a i s o n w i t h T r a v e l l e r 
f a m i l i e s and f o r t h e r e to be a f l e x i b l e approach at both 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and school l e v e l a r e a l l v e r y b a s i c but important 
f a c t o r s to c o n s i d e r when approaching T r a v e l l e r education. 

Teachers of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n , who were o f t e n i s o l a t e d i n t h e i r 
work, found t h a t the D.E.S. Short Courses broke down t h e i r 
i s o l a t i o n and from c o n t a c t on these c o u r s e s the National 
A s s o c i a t i o n of T e a c h e r s of T r a v e l l e r s (I.A.T.T.) was formed i n 
1981. The members meet once a term, on a Saturday, a d i f f e r e n t 
r e g i o n f o r each meeting, to exchange information, a c t a s a mutual 
support group and on o c c a s i o n s a c t a s a p r e s s u r e group. 

Response to the D.E.S. D i s c u s s i o n Paper 

The p u b l i c a t i o n of the 1983 D i s c u s s i o n Paper was welcomed by the 
N.G.E.C. and A.C.E.R.T. (which had s p l i t from the N.G.E.C. i n 
1973), and the two groups began t o work more c o - o p e r a t i v e l y with 
each other and w i t h other groups l i k e the Romany G u i l d and the 
E a s t Anglian Gypsy C o u n c i l . Thomas Ac t o n 5 9 3 saw the main 
c r i t i c i s m coming from the West Midlands where t h e r e i s a w e l l 
e s t a b l i s h e d T r a v e l l e r education s e r v i c e which covers 11 
L.E.A.s. 3"* The West Midlands S e r v i c e i s more p o l i t i c a l l y a l i g n e d 
to the National Gypsy Council and together they f e l t t h a t " t h e i r 
p o l i c i e s provided the b e s t n a t i o n a l answer t o the problems. They 
a t t a c k e d the r e p o r t f o r n e g l e c t i n g the West Midlands experience, 
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and other bodies f o r endorsing the r e p o r t . " 3 S The D.B.S. Report 
on the West Midlands was p u b l i s h e d i n the same year a s the 
d i s c u s s i o n paper and g e n e r a l l y p r a i s e d the S e r v i c e ' s achievements 
but made a number of s p e c i f i c c r i t i c i s m s . The alignmant of t h e 
West Midlands S e r v i c e with the f a t i o n a l Gypsy C o u n c i l , and the 
i n c r e a s i n g c o - o p e r a t i o n between the I.G.E.C. and A.C.E.R.T. a g a i n 
i l l u s t r a t e the f a c t i o n a l i s m w i t h i n Gypsy p o l i c i e s and t h e 
T r a v e l l e r education movement. I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o formulate 
n a t i o n a l p o l i c y because of the d i v e r s i t y of groups working w i t h 
T r a v e l l e r s and the d i f f e r e n t T r a v e l l e r groups. 

The D.E.S. have c a r r i e d out s u r v e y s of the education of T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n i n the West Midlands, (1983, pub. 1984), L a n c a s h i r e , 
(1983, pub. 1984), West Sussex, (1984, pub. 1984), N. Y o r k s h i r e , 
(1985, pub. 1987) and Cambridgeshire, (1985, pub. 1986). A l l 
these r e p o r t s a r e a v a i l a b l e from the D.E.S. or the L.E.A. where 
the survey was c a r r i e d out. The r e p o r t s a l l wish t o encourage 
the r e c o g n i t i o n of T r a v e l l e r c u l t u r e and f o r i t t o be r e f l e c t e d 
i n the curriculum. The importance of i n - s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g i s 
emphasised. T h i s would inform t e a c h e r s about the c u l t u r a l 
background of the T r a v e l l e r s . P o s i t i v e a s p e c t s of the s e r v i c e s 
a r e acknowledged, a s encouragement, and where the s e r v i c e s c o u l d 
be improved, where gaps a r e seen, or new i n n o v a t i o n s or 
developments from e x i s t i n g p r a c t i c e s are p o s s i b l e , t h e s e a r e 
pointed out. U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e s e are only recommendations and 
the L.E.A.s are under no l e g a l o b l i g a t i o n to f o l l o w them. 

The Swann Report 

The most r e c e n t major government r e p o r t which has i m p l i c a t i o n s 
f o r T r a v e l l e r e d u cation i s 'Education f o r A l l ' : the r e p o r t of the 
Committee of I n q u i r y i n t o the Education of C h i l d r e n from E t h n i c 
M inority Groups, u s u a l l y known a s the Swann Report, a f t e r i t s 
Chairman, Lord Swann. The Committee's f i n a l r e p o r t was p u b l i s h e d 
i n March 1 9 8 5 . 3 6 The Report covered i n depth the nature of 
r a c i s m i n our m u l t i - c u l t u r a l s o c i e t y , achievment, language, 
t e a c h e r education and e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s . The Report s a y s , "We 
were anxious, however, t o a l s o g i v e some c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o the 

(72) 



c h i l d r e n from soma of the s m a l l e r e t h n i c minority communities 
which have tended to r e c e i v e r a t h e r l e s s a t t e n t i o n than the 
A s i a n and West Indian m i n o r i t y but which are as much an i n t e g r a l 
p a r t of s o c i e t y today."3"'' When i n t r o d u c i n g which e t h n i c 

m i n o r i t i e s the report would study they "were a l s o l e d by the 
sheer volume of evidence we r e c e i v e d on t h e i r needs - t o c o n s i d e r 
the c h i l d r e n from the T r a v e l l i n g Community, whose needs have 
o f t e n p r e v i o u s l y been almost e n t i r e l y passed over i n any 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of e t h n i c m i n o r i t y communities t h e i r needs 
were i f anything even more d e s e r v i n g of a t t e n t i o n than the other 
groups we had discovered. Chapter 16 of the Swann Report i s 
devoted e n t i r e l y to the E d u c a t i o n a l Heeds of T r a v e l l e r ' s 
C h i l d r e n . 3 9 

The Swann Report exposes r a c i s m i n our education, both 
u n i n t e n t i o n l r a c i s m and i n s t i t u t i o n a l r a c i s m and shows th a t the 
most b l a t a n t r a c i s m was found i n s c h o o l s with few or no e t h n i c 
m i n o r i t y p u p i l s . Although the Swann Report took evidence from 
T r a v e l l e r groups th e r e a r e s t i l l a s p e c t s of i t which Gypsy 
A s s o c i a t i o n s are not happy with. The N.G.E.C. and A.C.E.R.T., i n 
a J o i n t response to the Swann R e p o r t 4 0 welcomed the advocacy of 
a n t i - r a c i s t e d u c a t i o n a l p r a c t i c e and agreed t h a t i t i s 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l r a c i s m which i s t o be t a c k l e d . They were ve r y 
c r i t i c a l of the Report i n i t s use of I.Q. t e s t s to make i n t e r -
e t h n i c comparisons, the concept i t s e l f being i n h e r a n t l y r a c i s t . 
The c r i t i c i s m extended to the c h a p t e r on T r a v e l l e r s where i t 
accused the Report of paying l i p s e r v i c e t o the c u l t u r e of 
T r a v e l l e r s and feared t h a t the c h a p t e r may even confirm t e a c h e r s ' 
e x i s t i n g s t e r e o t y p e s and d i d not make enough of the p o s i t i v e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n which T r a v e l l e r s make to s c h o o l s . 

The importance of s i t e p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r s i n r e l a t i o n to 
education p r o v i s i o n i s h i g h l i g h t e d i n the Swann Report a s i t was 
i n the 1983 H.M.I. D i s c u s s i o n Paper. The Swann Report found t h a t 
many o f f i c i a l a t t i t u d e s favoured the a s s i m i l a t i o n model f o r 
T r a v e l l e r s , f o r them to cea s e to be T r a v e l l e r s , but "we (the 
Report) b e l i e v e that a l l e t h n i c m i n o r i t y groups have the r i g h t to 
r e t a i n t h e i r d i s t i n c t i d e n t i t i e s and t o see t h e i r way of l i f e and 
c u l t u r e respected and valued by the m a j o r i t y community.""*' 
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Education w i t h i n mainstream school i s recommended with a d d i t i o n a l 
education support being provided. E x c e p t i o n s may be made f o r 
s h o r t s t a y T r a v e l l e r s , which may be o n - s i t e p r o v i s i o n , and where 
a b r i d g i n g system might be advantageous. L i n k s with home and 
school are s t r e s s e d and i t i s recommended t h a t the L.E.A. should 
have a named person to a c t a s c o - o r d i n a t o r i n the f i e l d of 
T r a v e l l e r e d u c a t i o n i n each a u t h o r i t y . 

Although the Swann Report h i g h l i g h t s the r a c i s m and 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , myths and s t e r e o t y p i n g of T r a v e l l e r s both i n 
s o c i e t y a s a whole and i n the education system, i t i s no f u r t h e r 
advanced i n o f f e r i n g a s o l u t i o n than the 1983 H.M.I. D i s c u s s i o n 
Paper. The importance of the Swann Report i s t h a t i t r e c o g n i s e s 
T r a v e l l e r s a s an e t h n i c m i n o r i t y group and i n the context of 
education acknowledges T r a v e l l e r s ' c h i l d r e n f a c e a g r e a t e r degree 
of h o s t i l i t y than the r a c i s m encountered by c h i l d r e n of other 
e t h n i c m i n o r i t y groups. Only by the education of the g e n e r a l 
p u b l i c , i n c l u d i n g t e a c h e r s , government o f f i c i a l s both l o c a l and 
n a t i o n a l , p o l i c e and those i n every s t r a t a of s o c i e t y t o make 
them confront t h e i r own r a c i s m w i l l the recommendations of the 
1983 H.M.I. D i s c u s s i o n Paper and the Swann Report be achieved. 

Summary. 

So what has been achieved i n the f i e l d of T r a v e l l e r e d u cation 
over the l a s t 100 y e a r s ? The a t t i t u d e s of the e a r l y 
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s i n the n i n e t e e n t h century to encourage c h i l d r e n 
away from t h e i r nomadic way of l i f e and ' c i v i l i s e ' them are s t i l l 
r e f l e c t e d i n the views of some L.E.A.s and t e a c h e r s today, 
although the views may be couched i n d i f f e r e n t terms. There i s 
s t i l l a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of the a d u l t T r a v e l l e r p o p u l a t i o n 
i l l i t e r a t e and i n 1983 the H.M.I. I n s p e c t o r s suggested from 
evidence gathered t h a t a s few as 40-50% of primary aged c h i l d r e n 
and 10-15% of secondary age T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n attended s c h o o l 
and t h a t t h e i r attendance i s not r e g u l a r . 

There a r e many L.E.A.s which do not make any s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n 
f o r T r a v e l l e r s and have no 'key person' a s recommended by both 
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D i s c u s s i o n Paper and the Swann Report. The Save the C h i l d r e n Fund 
i s i n v o l v e d with p r e - s c h o o l T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n and runs v a r i o u s 
p r o j e c t s , mainly i n the south of the country and i t t a k e s an 
a c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n s i t e p r o v i s i o n . The N.G.E.C. and A.C.E.R.T. 
continue to a c t a s p r e s s u r e groups f o r both s i t e and education 
p r o v i s i o n . I n 1986 the Labour Canpaign f o r T r a v e l l e r s R i g h t s was 
formed, b r i n g i n g a more p o l i t i c a l element on the scene. N. A.T.T. 
i s s t i l l t h r i v i n g as a haven f o r i s o l a t e d t e a c h e r s i n T r a v e l l e r 
education and a c t s as a r e s o u r c e c e n t r e f o r information. The 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s such a s S h e l t e r , N.C.C.L. and Minority R i g h t s Group 
play an a c t i v e r o l e i n the campaign f o r b e t t e r p r o v i s i o n f o r 
T r a v e l l e r s . The National Gypsy C o u n c i l s t i l l f i g h t s f o r 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n to be educated i n the s t a t e system but p o l i c y 
and p e r s o n a l i t y d i f f e r e n c e s s t i l l s p l i t the Gypsy movement 
ca u s i n g energy, which c o u l d be used to f u r t h e r the Gypsy cause, 
to be d i v e r t e d . T r a v e l l e r education i s i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d with 
s i t e p r o v i s i o n a s i s emphasised by both the D.E.S. D i s c u s s i o n 
paper and the Swann Report. S i t e p r o v i s i o n i s s t i l l inadequate 
and u n t i l t h i s i s remedied T r a v e l l e r education w i l l remain a grey 
area of the education system. 
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The f a c t t h a t n e a r l y a t h i r d of t h e T r a v e l l e r population a r e 
f o r c e d t o camp i l l e g a l l y because of a shortage of s i t e s means 
t h a t a c c e s s t o education f o r many i s l i m i t e d . S i n c e T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n were i d e n t i f i e d i n the PlDwden Report 1 (1967) a s the 
most e d u c a t i o n a l l y under p r i v i l e g e d group and r e i t e r a t e d i n the 
Swann R e p o r t 2 (1985) i n B r i t a i n , some L.E.A.s, n a t i o n a l 
government, and voluntary bodies have worked towards remedying 
t h i s s i t u a t i o n . I n t h i s s e c t i o n of the study the d i f f e r e n t t y p e s 
of education p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r s a r e b r i e f l y o u t l i n e d , a s 
ar e the u l t i m a t e aims of the p r o v i s i o n , t o provide a frame work 
f o r the survey i n the region conducted by the w r i t e r . 

Aims of the Education P r o v i s i o n 

1. A s s i m i l a t i o n i s where the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n a r e t o t a l l y 
absorbed i n t o mainstream education. To make r e f e r e n c e to 
the c h i l d ' s c u l t u r e and accommodation would make the c h i l d 
' d i f f e r e n t from the ot h e r s ' t o quote from one primary 
school Headmaster and by i m p l i c a t i o n i s b e t t e r avoided. 

2. Seerreeration i s where the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n are educated i n 
i s o l a t i o n from mainstream c h i l d r e n , e i t h e r by o n - s i t e 
p r o v i s i o n i n a mobile or permanent classroom, or i n a 
se p a r a t e u n i t w i t h i n the s c h o o l . Reasons f o r t h i s type of 
p r o v i s i o n often given a r e t h a t the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n and 
paren t s p r e f e r i t . 

3. I n t e g r a t i o n i s where the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n are educated i n 
the mainstream school and gi v e n equal a c c e s s t o the f u l l 
c u r r i c u l u m . To f a c i l i t a t e t h i s the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n 
r e q u i r e support i n the classroom, 
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Types qf._..Edu.catipn P r o v i s i o n which gay he. pxp.vJUi.ed by L.E.A.a for. 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n . 

1. On S i t e P r o v i s i o n 
T h i s p r o v i s i o n may be i n the form of a permanent b u i l d i n g where a 
t e a c h e r i s based, who w i l l probably t e a c h the f u l l age range from 
pre-school t o secondary. 
Mobile u n i t s may v i s i t both o f f i c i a l and u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s and 
provide e d u c a t i o n f o r a l l school age c h i l d r e n , but t h i s may only 
be once or t w i c e a week. 
I n d i v i d u a l home t u i t i o n where the t e a c h e r works with p u p i l s i n 
t h e i r own home, on o f f i c i a l or u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s , a l s o means t h a t 
the p u p i l s a r e o n l y r e c e i v i n g p a r t time education, 

2. School P r o v i s i o n 
U n i t s may be s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the school grounds and have a 
t e a c h e r s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r T r a v e l l e r s . They may be completely 
segregated or t h e r e may be some i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o mainstream 
school, the u n i t a c t i n g as a b r i d g i n g agent. 
Other u n i t s may be w i t h i n the school from where the c h i l d r e n a r e 
p a r t i a l l y or wholly i n t e g r a t e d i n t o the mainstream school. The 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n a r e i n mainstream school but a r e withdrawn f o r 
remedial work e i t h e r a s i n d i v i d u a l s , a group of T r a v e l l e r s , or a s 
an i n t e g r a t e d group. A l t e r n a t i v e l y the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n may be 
f u l l y i n t e g r a t e d w i t h i n the classroom but have the a s s i s t a n c e of 
a support t e a c h e r . 

3. P e r i p a t e t i c Teachers 
L.E.A.s may employ p e r i p a t e t i c t e a c h e r s who have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r the T r a v e l l e r needs. The t e a c h e r s may a c t as l i a i s o n between 
pare n t s and s c h o o l s , support c h i l d r e n i n school and a c t i n an 
a d v i s o r y c a p a c i t y to s c h o o l s and s t a f f . 

4. Open Door P o l i c y 
The L.E.A. r e l i e s on the T r a v e l l e r p a r e n t s t a k i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
to school to e n r o l them, there being no a c t i v e p a r t played by the 
L.E.A. . 
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Those L.E.A.s who have a p o s i t i v e approach t o T r a v e l l e r education 
may adopt a combination of the above mentioned t y p e s of 
p r o v i s i o n , depending on the number of T r a v e l l e r s i n the area, the 
s i z e of the r e g i o n t o be covered and f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e . The 
need f o r a f l e x i b l e approach a t both a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and school 
l e v e l s i s i d e n t i f i e d both i n the H.H.I. D i s c u s s i o n P a p e r 3 and the 
Swann Report-* as being n e c e s s a r y f o r s u c c e s s f u l e d u c a t i o n of 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n . 

The Open Door P o l i c y which p l a c e s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the c h i l d 
a t t e n d i n g school on the T r a v e l l e r parent i s h i g h l y c r i t i c i s e d i n 
both the H.M.I. D i s c u s s i o n Paper and the Swann Report. "The 
s c h o o l s are there so the p o l i c y (open door) goes, l e t the 
T r a v e l l e r U6e them; t h a t i s i f they remain long enough, are bold 
enough, confident enough, keen enough and p e r s i s t e n t enough to 
seek and g a i n a d m i s s i o n . " e T r a v e l l e r parents, who themselves 
have no e d u c a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e or i f the e x p e r i e n c e s they have 
had are negative, w i l l be r e l u c t a n t to go knocking on school 
doors. I n the w r i t e r ' s experience, one T r a v e l l e r mother who was 
keen to have her c h i l d r e n educated approached four s c h o o l s but 
when they found out she was a T r a v e l l e r from an u n o f f i c i a l s i t e 
they were suddenly s u r p r i s i n g l y ' f u l l ' . 

Attendance 

The percentage of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n who a t t e n d s c h o o l i s 
d i f f i c u l t to a s s e s s . C h r i s t o p h e r R e i s s i n 'Education of 
T r a v e l l i n g C h i l d r e n ' * e s t i m a t e d that between 10-25% attended 
s c h o o l between 1969-70, the m a j o r i t y being of primary age and 
only one t h i r d of those c h i l d r e n attending on a r e g u l a r b a s i s . 
I n the Plowden R e p o r t 7 i t was estimated t h a t l e s s than 10% 
attended school. Don Buckland H.M. I . , w r i t i n g i n Trends ( 1 9 7 7 ) s 

gave the f o l l o w i n g n a t i o n a l e s t i m a t e s (Table 6 ) . Monica T a y l o r 
i n Worlds Apart (1988)' 3 draws together numerous e s t i m a t e s of 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n ' s attendance at school. Although v a r y i n g 
s l i g h t l y they a l l c o n f i r m poor attendance but show primary 
attendance as being the most c o n s i s t e n t . 
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Xable_A &dJjaaj^d_ percentage of Gypsy •children receiving 
education nationally. 

Pre-school 5.7% 
Primary 
Secondary 

40% 
10-12% 

Adult 1-2% 

Enforced attendance by some L.E.A.s has been found t o be counter 
productive; f o r as soon as l e g a l proceedings a r e s t a r t e d the 
T r a v e l l e r s move on. Any younger s i b l i n g s which may have been i n 
school are t h u s taken away from education and t h e f a m i l y w i l l 
connect education w i t h enforcement, a very n e g a t i v e but 
understandable response. 

Attendance a t s c h o o l i s governed by many f a c t o r s i n the T r a v e l l e r 
l i f e s t y l e and w i l l v ary w i t h i n the d i f f e r e n t communities. 
F a c t o r s which a f f e c t s c h o o l attendance by some, not a l l , and i n 
d i f f e r e n t combinations a r e a s f o l l o w s : -

1. U n o f f i c i a l s i t e s . The T r a v e l l e r s on u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s are 
l e s s l i k e l y t o a t t e n d school f o r f e a r of e v i c t i o n w h i l e the 
c h i l d r e n a re a t s c h o o l . The p o s i t i o n of the s i t e s , u s u a l l y on 
i n d u s t r i a l s i t e s or d i s u s e d land and the journey t o s c h o o l may be 
long a s w e l l a s hazardous and i n h o s p i t a b l e . 
2. P o s i t i o n of O f f i c i a l S i t e s . They a r e o f t e n on the edge of 
i n d u s t r i a l e s t a t e s and the Journey t o and from s c h o o l i s often 
along roads with heavy i n d u s t r i a l t r a f f i c . The d i s t a n c e from 
school i s such t h a t i t i n h i b i t s attendance, t h i s e s p e c i a l l y so 
f o r secondary p u p i l s where they may have a long walk before 
c a t c h i n g a bus. T r a v e l l e r s a r e u s u a l l y p r o t e c t i v e towards t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n and do not l i k e them away from home. 
3. Reception a t s c h o o l . The s t a f f a t s c h o o l , whether i t be 
the headteacher, c l a s s t e a c h e r , s e c r e t a r y or d i n n e r lady, can 
g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e t h e T r a v e l l e r parents' and c h i l d r e n ' s 
p e r c e p t i o n s of s c h o o l , a s can happen w i t h any house d w e l l i n g 
family. The p a r e n t s of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n w i l l more than l i k e l y 
have f a c e d r e j e c t i o n themselves by the education system as w e l l 
as by other a g e n c i e s and a f e a r of r e j e c t i o n f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
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may p r e j u d i c e t h e i r a t t i t u d e when f a c e d w i t h s c h o o l . A p o s i t i v e 
response from school s t a f f i s n e c e s s a r y to f a c i l i t a t e good 
attendance and the l e a r n i n g process. 
4. P a r e n t a l a t t i t u d e s . These may vary, o f t e n depending on the 
p a r e n t s ' own previous experience .of education, i f any. On one 
s i d e t h e r e a r e demands t h a t c h i l d r e n s h o u l d r e c e i v e the same 
education a s other c h i l d r e n , a s t h i s statement from the 
Conference h e l d by the Centre f o r Information and Advice on 
E d u c a t i o n a l Disadvantage i m p l i e s : " T r a v e l l e r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a t 
the conference argued t h a t the major e d u c a t i o n a l a b j e c t i v e was 
t h a t c h i l d r e n should attend o r d i n a r y s c h o o l s . " ' 0 The other s i d e 
may view education much more narrowly and although p a r e n t s may 
view formal education p o s i t i v e l y the b a s i c s k i l l s of r e a d i n g and 
w r i t i n g are seen as the prime aim and the broader c u r r i c u l u m seen 
a s i r r e l e v a n t , a l s o p o s s i b l y as a t h r e a t t o the Gypsy c u l t u r e . 

5. Economic. From a very e a r l y age T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n a r e 
expected to have an economic r o l e w i t h i n the f a m i l y . The boys, 
from about the age of eleven, are expected to work with t h e i r 
dads and the g i r l s are expected to look a f t e r younger b r o t h e r s 
and s i s t e r s , t a k i n g on a domestic r o l e . 

T h i s l a s t f a c t o r , combined with many T r a v e l l e r parents' f e a r s of 
the negative i n f l u e n c e of s c h o o l s means t h a t secondary attendance 
i s u s u a l l y v e r y low. Many p a r e n t s do not approve of mixed sex 
comprehensives, f e a r i n g a l s o the i n f l u e n c e of drugs and glue 
s n i f f i n g which they b e l i e v e are p r e v a l e n t i n the system. 

Attendance p a t t e r n s vary throughout the country, a f f e c t e d by the 
above mentioned f a c t o r s and s e a s o n a l movement. They vary with 
the d i f f e r e n t age groups, and a r e s u b j e c t to c a s u a l absenteeism 
u s u a l l y condoned by parents. 

D.E.S. Response to the E d u c a t i o n a l Meeds of T r a v e l l e r C h i l d r e n 

The H.M.I. D i s c u s s i o n Paper 'The E d u c a t i o n of T r a v e l l e r s ' 
C h i l d r e n ' , p u b l i s h e d i n 1983 by the D.E.S. " i n order t o s t i m u l a t e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l d i s c u s s i o n " , 1 1 was an attempt t o promote good 
p r a c t i c e i n the education of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n and make 
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a u t h o r i t i e s more aware of the needs of the c h i l d r e n . Between 
1973 and 1983 seven D.E.S. courses were run by members of the 
Insp e c t o r a t e . A D.E.S. c o u r s e held i n 1986 brought together over 
one hundred t e a c h e r s , a d v i s e r s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , i n s p e c t o r s , 
welfare o f f i c e r s and T r a v e l l e r s . Another such course i s planned 
f o r J u l y 1988. The D.E.S. s t i l l see the need f o r separate 
courses s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r T r a v e l l e r education because of the 
s p e c i f i c i s s u e s c o n c e r n i n g T r a v e l l e r education which need to be 
addressed and taken on board by a l l L.E.A.s. 

gjumnaxy. 

As can be seen from l o o k i n g a t the n a t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n of 
education f o r T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n the s e r v i c e s provided vary 
throughout the country. There i s no s e t n a t i o n a l p o l i c y f o r 
T r a v e l l e r education o n l y recommendations l a i d out f o r good 
p r a c t i c e i n the H.M.I. D i s c u s s i o n Paper and r e i n f o r c e d by the 
Swann Report. Poor s c h o o l attendance i s a problem e s p e c i a l l y 
with secondary age T r a v e l l e r s and the l i n k between adequate s i t e 
p r o v i s i o n improving a c c e s s t o education i s again emphasised. 

1. D.E.S. C h i l d r e n and Their Primary Schools (1967) known a s 
Plowden Report. 

2. Swann Report (1985). 
3. H.M.I., D i s c u s s i o n Paper. The Education of T r a v e l l e r ' s 

4. Swann Report (1985). 
5. Swann Report (1985) p.747. 
6. C. R e i s s . E d u c a t i o n of T r a v e l l i n g C h i l d r e n (1975) p.22. 
7. Plowden Report o p . c i t . p.589. 
8. Buckland, A r t i c l e . Education of T r a v e l l i n g C h i l d r e n 

Journal Trends i n Education (1977). 
9. Monica Tay l o r , Worlds Apart (1988) p.355. 
10. H. Steyne & D. D e r r i c k . The Education of T r a v e l l e r s ' 

Children (1977) p.52. 
11. H.M.I. D i s c u s s i o n Paper o p . c i t . i n s i d e cover. 
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EDUCATION mmSXOa FOR TOATOLLBR QBIJUOBKET m THE 

The Local Education Authorities i n the Study Region were 
approached by l e t t e r asking them f o r the authority's policy on 
Traveller education and whether claims were made from the l o Area 
Pool (Appendix 12). Out of the ten L. E.A.s only two did not 
reply and information about these two was gained from personal 
contact with teachers working i n the area. These areas are 
indicated by asterisks. 

ferAhumb^rland. 

Ubrthumberland has three Gypsy Caravan Sites, one private and two 
council, the most recent and largest being at Lynemouth on the 
coast i n the south of the county. The Education Committee i n the 
county recognised that Traveller children "commonly require more 
teacher time and attention as individuals i n school can generally 
be made available by schools w i t h i n t h e i r usual resources." 1 On 
1st. January 1988 a support teacher for Traveller children was 
appointed to be deployed i n Lynemouth F i r s t and Newbiggin Hiddle 
School. The teacher, as part of her role, i s able t o v i s i t the 
s i t e and make invaluable contact with the parents. A car 
allowance i s payable and a car loan or lease from the County 
Council i s available. The L.E.A. i s claiming from the IFo Area 
Pool f o r the teacher and other appropriate costs. The council i s 
also considering whether to provide transport from the s i t e to 
the schools, and i f implemented t h i s would also be claimed from 
the ETo Area Pool. As yet no extra provision has been made at the 
other two sites but t h i s may not be needed as they are well 
established and have a r e l a t i v e l y s e t t l e d population. 

Morth Tyneside 

This authority has an 'open door' policy, although not a w r i t t e n 
policy, whereby Traveller children have access to schools and 
education services on the same basis as any other children. 
Although acknowledging that there are at times Traveller children 
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i n North Tyneside the numbers may be small and no special 
arrangements have so f a r been found necessary by the authority. 

South Tyneside 

The Borough Council has no set policy for the children of 
Travellers as they state that they have not found i t necessary. 
They acknowledge that i n the event of Traveller children 
attending the Borough's schools they would probably claim from 
the Ho Area Pool. There i s a Fairground i n South Shields but i t 
i s not a Travelling one, the workers l i v i n g i n s t a t i c caravans 
and t h e i r children attending the local schools. 

Sunderland 

There are no Gypsy Caravan Sites i n Sunderland but there i s a 
wintering s i t e for Fairground people at Houghton-le-Spring. The 
children from the s i t e attend the local school. 

Gateshead 

A new Gypsy s i t e opened i n Gateshead i n December 1987, replacing 
the old s i t e which had been closed f o r over a year. Gateshead i s 
now aware of a need f o r a policy on Traveller education i n the 
Borough. A working group i s being set up to formulate an agreed 
w r i t t e n policy to submit to members of the Council. At the 
present time (since January 1988) an unwritten policy of support 
for Traveller children i n mainstream education i s being followed. 
Finance for t h i s support w i l l be claimed from the Uo Area Pool. 

Newcastle^ 

The primary school nearest to the Gypsy Site i n Newcastle has 
recently appointed a new Headmaster who has been instrumental i n 
the appointment of two 0.5 teachers on temporary contracts to 
work with Traveller children. The school has had as many as 
twenty seven Traveller children on r o l l and i n February 1988 had 
eighteen on r o l l . There has previously been no extra help f o r 
Traveller children w i t h i n t h i s school. The Headmaster i s now 
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investigating the use of the l o Area Pool and i s hoping to place 
information before the Education Committee i n the hope of making 
the appointments of support teachers on a more permanent basis. 

Cleveland 

Cleveland has two o f f i c i a l sites and a variable number of small 
u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s . I t has an established Traveller Education 
Service of two f u l l time peripatetic teachers, of which the 
wri t e r i s one, working from a well resourced base. The teachers, 
resource base and running costs, f o r example, telephone, are 
funded through the fto Area Pool. 

Teachers v i s i t o f f i c i a l and u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s t o make useful 
l i a i s o n with parents and to encourage children i n t o school. 
Support i n mainstream school i s given to Traveller children i f 
they need i t . In addition to the two f u l l time teachers i f a 
school has f i v e or more Traveller children on t h e i r r o l l extra 
support i s given on a s l i d i n g scale of 0.3 teacher for f i v e 
children to 1.0 teacher for f i f t e e n Traveller children. This 
extra support i s reviewed half termly. The two peripatetic 
teachers may also occasionally teach on s i t e or at t h e i r resource 
base i f they f e e l the circumstances require i t , whether the 
Travellers are to be moved on i n a few days or the s i t e they are 
on does not have easy access to school. As well as teaching and 
l i a i s o n work the two f u l l time teachers attempt t o break down the 
negative stereotype of Travellers often held by giving talks to 
schools and other relevant i n s t i t u t i o n s . C u l t u r a l l y relevant 
material i s also produced by the teachers. Two workers, a 
graphic a r t i s t and resource worker, who are employed and funded 
by the Manpower Services Commission to work with the Traveller 
Education Service and Mu l t i c u l t u r a l Centre, also produce 
c u l t u r a l l y relevant resource material. 

I t i s hoped that a 0.5 Education Social Worker, to work 
s p e c i f i c a l l y with Travellers, w i l l s h o r t l y be appointed. This 
post w i l l be No Area Pool funded. 
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A Working Party, chaired by a County Councillor, consisting of 
representatives from education, health, education social workers, 
housing, meets twice a year to discuss relevant issues. 

In November 1987 there was a f u l l H.M. I . inspection of the 
county, which included looking at the education provision f o r 
Traveller children. Prior to the inspection, and at the present 
time, the county operate an open-door policy whereby the parent 
i s expected to present the c h i l d at school. In certain areas of 
the county where the education welfare service i s most active the 
children may be encouraged into school by an o f f i c e r . The 
Traveller c h i l d when i n school i s assessed and i f found to be i n 
need of support i s allocated remedial help. In the past t h i s has 
resulted i n some schools having remedial groups consisting 
e n t i r e l y of Traveller children. 

The Durham Education Authority i s now considering providing 
education support f o r Travellers which would be l o Area Pool 
funded. I t i s also looking at the need to recognise the r i c h 
ethnic backgroud of Travellers and acknowledge i t as part of the 
wider ethnic curriculum. The input of the Education Welfare 
Service i n conjunction with Social Services i n the monitoring of 
school attendance i s also being.considered. 

Durham, i n the l i g h t of the H.M.I, inspection, sees the need fo r 
change and a more positive a t t i t u d e to Traveller Education. 

Humberside 

Humberside uses the Ho Area Pool to support teachers f o r 
Travellers, teaching aides <auxilaries) and t h e i r resources. The 
teachers used to be allocated to schools on a pro rata number 
basis but now they are allocated i n response to the needs of the 
c h i l d . The teachers are on temporary contracts as are the 
teaching aides. The teachers for Travellers l i a i s e with parents 
and schools and one teacher i s the l i n k between primary and 
secondary school. A Working Party consisting of the Professional 
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Assistant for Special Heeds, headteachers and teachers meets 
regularly to assess the changing needs. 

Pre-school children are catered f o r by on-site provision. There 
i s a classroom on each of the two o f f i c i a l s i t e s . There i s 
l i a i s o n between these units and the Heads of the Infant Schools 
to f a c i l i t a t e the children's move in t o mainstream school. These 
units are No Area Pool funded. The l o Area Pool i s used to fund 
transport of Traveller children when circumstances warrant i t . 

North Ygrftshireg 

A survey of the educational provision f o r Travelling children i n 
North Yorkshire was undertaken by the H.H.I, inspectors i n 
February 1985 and the report, following the inspection, was 
published i n 1987.2 The report commends the L.E,A. for 
responding over the years to the Traveller children and t h e i r 
s p e c i f i c needs but i t i d e n t i f i e d some areas of current practice 
which could be improved. These included the need f o r greater co­
ordination between the agencies involved and the need to review 
the d i s t r i b u t i o n of resources both of s t a f f and materials. The 
use of advisory support was recommended so that schools could 
obtain guidance concerning a l l aspects of admissions and records 
and the ethnic minority status of Travellers could be recognised 
i n teaching approaches and materials. 

The appointment of a pe r i p a t e t i c teacher for Travellers to act as 
a co-ordinator, as recommended by the Report, was implemented i n 
September 1987. The teacher i s responsible for co-ordination of 
s t a f f , resources and in-service tr a i n i n g . The f u l l role of the 
teacher has s t i l l to be i d e n t i f i e d and as yet there i s no w r i t t e n 
job description of county policy. 

The No Area Pool i s to fund support teachers and resources. The 
fund has been used f o r transport of Traveller children when 
necessary. 
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As can be seen from the reports on the L.E.A.s i n the Study Area 
responses to the educational needs of Traveller children are as 
numerous as the areas covered. Responses, which may be L.E.A. 
directed or have developed from headteachers, working with 
Traveller children, who f e l t that a g i t a t i n g f o r better resources, 
are a l l aimed at providing a better service for Traveller 
children. Many of the responses are s t i l l i n a very embyonic 
stage, the auth o r i t i e s only recently being aware of the use of 
the No Area Pool for funding Traveller education. Three of the 
L.E.A.s i n the study region state that they very rar e l y have 
Travellers i n t h e i r area and i f they do the c h i l d has equal 
opportunity to attend school as any other c h i l d . There are no 
key persons fo r Traveller education i n these authorities and they 
operate an open door policy which has been shown by both the 
H.M.I. Discussion Paper and the Swann Report to be inadequate. 

One authority has recently appointed a teacher to support 
Travellers i n school at the i n s t i g a t i o n of the Headmaster and the 
use of the No Area Pool funding for t h i s i s being investigated. 
Support teachers for Travellers, i n two L.E.A.s were appointed i n 
January 1988 and these w i l l be No Area Pool funded. These two 
autho r i t i e s are monitoring the s i t u a t i o n with a view t o further 
developing t h e i r services i s necessary^ An education authority, 
which recently had an H.M.I, inspection has reassessed i t s open 
door policy and sees the need f o r more positive action. I t i s 
currently holding discussions (Feb. 1988) t o formulate a policy. 
The authority w i l l make use of No Area Pool funding. 

Of the three authorities who have a more established response to 
Traveller education and use the No Area Pool funding for many 
projects, the s i t u a t i o n i s not s t a t i c . The Traveller population 
i s i t s e l f changeable and the services themselves that provide 
education f o r Travellers have to be f l e x i b l e to meet these 
variable needs. As more si t e s f o r Travellers are b u i l t , patterns 
change, Travellers may become less nomadic, which f a c i l i t a t e s 
access to education. In the three L.E.A.s where a good pattern 
of primary education and support i s established, then the 
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services place more emphasis on developing pre-school and 
secondary education, as well as the important work of in-service 
t r a i n i n g of s t a f f who have Traveller children i n t h e i r schools 
and work i n school where there are no Traveller children but 
where there i s need f o r a wider m u l t i - c u l t u r a l education. 

Traveller education, as has been shown, i s not standing s t i l l i n 
the study region. Each year sees more recognition of the needs of 
Traveller children and t h i s can only be to the benefit of the 
children given the responses we are now seeing i n the study 
region. 

1. Correspondence from Assistant Director of Special Heeds 
Dec. 1987. 

2. D.E.S. Report by H.M. Inspectors. A Survey of the 
Educational Provision for Travelling Children i n Horth 
Yorkshire- (1987). 
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BESOXTS OF THE QTOSXIOMAIRH TO SCHPQLB ACCBJPTOG 
TMTOLLBR CHILMKET Iff THE STTOTT KBGIQff 

leiJ^adolflgy, 

The Questionnaires (see Appendix 13) were sent to schools i n the 
following L.E.A.s; Northumberland, lewcastle, Gateshead, Durham, 
Humberside, Cleveland and i l . Yorkshire, where i t was known that 
Traveller children attend. Hone were therefore sent to f o r t h 
Tyneside, South Tyneside and Sunderland where there are no Gypsy 
site s . Of the f o r t y questionnaires dist r i b u t e d t h i r t y two were 
returned completed (80%). The teachers and Headteachers who 
completed the questionnaires were not asked t h e i r names or name 
of the school but t h e i r status i n school and the type of school. 
This was to preserve c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y and to encourage open 
answers. 

The aim of the questionnaire was to ascertain how the teachers 
perceive the Traveller children and whether the children are seen 
as an asset to the school. 

Results 

Type qf School. 

Secondary Middle. First/Primary 

The predominance of questionnaires received from primary schools 
r e f l e c t s both the proportion sent and the pattern Df school 
attendance of Traveller children. Twelve questionnaires were 
sent to secondary schools, twenty seven to primary schools and 
one to a middle school. 

Aim 

2.3 
8 
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Huxaber- at .Travellers i n School 

The number of Traveller children from questionnaire returns i n 
primary and F i r s t school ranged from two to t h i r t y as a maximum. 
Eight of those have had twenty plus maximum children i n 
attendance at any once time. 

The Middle School has had a maximum seven children but at the 
time of the survey had none on t h e i r r o l l . 

The Comprehensive schools number on r o l l ranged from none to 
sixteen. I t must be noted that i t i s unusual for a Comprehensive 
school t o have as many as sixteen children on r o l l . The 
Comprehensive school with 16 on r o l l may have strong l i n k s with 
the primary school where there has been a good pattern of 
attendance and positive experience or the Traveller parents see 
the relevance of the curriculum offered to t h e i r children. 
A l t e r n a t i v e l y the Education Welfare Service may have a strong 
policy of enforcement, but i n such cases many Travellers would 
have moved on rather than face prosecution. 

Contact with Parents 

In a l l types of school i t was found that Traveller parents 
supported school functions only occasionally and i n the majority 
of cases not at a l l . 

I t was encouraging to see that the vast majority of Traveller 
parents made contact with the school i f there were any problems. 

Where there were peripatetic teachers of Travellers and l i a i s o n 
teachers good contact was maintained with the Travellers on s i t e 
v i s i t s . 

Attitude t o Work 

The question 'Do you f i n d the children have a positive a t t i t u d e 
to work? Answer Yes or No' was i n retrospect not the correct 
question to ask. Only 2 answered No and 14 Yes. 16 of those 
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answering the questionnaire answered Yes and No, often they found 
there was no d i r e c t answer depending on the individual child. I t 
would have been better to o f f e r more diverse categories of 
response, such as a gender s p l i t or an age category. 

How the children's positive a t t i t u d e to work i s shown 

The positive a t t i t u d e of the children to t h e i r work was 
characterised by t h e i r enthusiasm which was highlighted i n the 
responses by the majority. This enthusiasm was demonstrated i n 
many ways, by t h e i r co-operativeness, keenness to ask questions 
and willingness to discuss matters was matched by t h e i r positive 
reaction to praise received. 

How the children's negative a t t i t u d e to work i s shown 

Reponse such as 'Don't turn up' (Primary teacher) and "frequent 
absences' (Secondary support teacher) h i g h l i g h t the extreme 
negative reaction to work as interpreted by the teachers. I f i n 
school, the pupil's negative response to work was i n the main 
recorded as disruptive behaviour, t h i s was q u a l i f i e d by one 
Primary Headteacher as 'probably i t was an unsuitable task' 
Surliness, stubborness, refusal to communicate with teachers, 
were a l l expressions of the pupils' negative attitudes. 

Problems i n regard to the children 

Only 2 of those completing the questionnaire stated that they had 
no problems i n regard to academic attainment, behaviour and 
a b i l i t y t o learn of the children. The majority (30) had problems 
of varying degrees and the types of d i f f i c u l t i e s they faced are 
referred to below. 

a) Academic Attainment 

A l l the respondents who found problems acknowledged that there 
was a wide range of a b i l i t y . The children's academic achievements 
are generally low, especially i n l i t e r a c y . One secondary teacher 
highlighted the lack of relevant material 
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suitable for older i l l i t e r a t e children. The lack of motivation 
to develop beyond a simple mastering of basic s k i l l s and lack of 
confidence i n the Traveller children themselves were also quoted 
as reasons for lack of academic achievement, although some made 
reference to the fact that the lack of the necessary language and 
experiences i n infancy caused the problems. The children were 
classed by a minority as being 'slow learners" or of "limited 
a b i l i t y " . 

b) Bfth.ayJLP.Hr_ 

Replies on behaviour varied from 'normal" to 'naughty i n a l l 
areas'. The word "aggressive* was used by a number of teachers 
and t h i s was shown by the use of bad language to s t a f f , dinner 
supervisors, towards each other and to other children. The 
dinner supervisors were picked out by many teachers as a group 
from which the Travellers would not accept authority. The 
Traveller children were referred to as 'untamed' i n two responses 
from d i f f e r e n t areas. Prejudice from peer groups which resulted 
i n name c a l l i n g was common on both sides. 

One primary school headteacher i n his comments on behaviour said, 
'Lying seems to be part of t h e i r l i f e s t y l e , ' but was the only 
respondent to state t h i s . 

c) A b i l i t y to learn. 

V i r t u a l l y a l l the responses referred to the short concentration 
span of Traveller children, the children's span being shorter 
than others i n mainstream education. Two teachers referred to 
the Travellers' a b i l i t y as li m i t e d and that 'some of the children 
d e f i n i t e l y seem to be retarded.' Only one teacher when r e f e r r i n g 
to the a b i l i t y to learn acknowledged t h i s varied but that as a 
general rule they (Traveller children) were quick t o learn i f 
interested/motivated. 
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d) Any Ptfrex.problems. 

These were varied but could be roughly placed i n t o four 
categories, namely, attendance, prejudice, social and taboos. 
i> Attendance. Poor and somewhat e r r a t i c attendance, which i n 
soma cases was f e l t could be ameliorated by the provision of 
transport, caused resentment i n some teachers as the children 
were seen to be 'getting away with i t ' (Secondary support 
teacher). They f e l t that the lack of enforcement was a bad model 
for other children. 
i i ) Prejudice. One primary school teacher acknowledged his own 
prejudice and so found i t d i f f i c u l t to balance between positive 
and negative discrimination towards the children. Local 
prejudice by which parents of other children blamed Travellers 
for head l i c e and stealing had to be faced i n some schools. The 
Traveller children often i s o l a t i n g themselves as a group at break 
time, as a protective unit, possibly encouraged prejudice from 
t h e i r peers. The negative a t t i t u d e of some Traveller parents i n 
isolated cases caused concern. 
i i i ) Social. The use of four l e t t e r words and other expletives 
i n school, lack of t o i l e t and other social t r a i n i n g was a cause 
of concern to some teachers. 
i v ) Taboos. Attitudes of some pupils to discussing topics i n 
Biology related to sex and changing publicly for P.E, caused lack 
of understanding i n some instances between pupils and s t a f f . 

Attributes children bring to school 

Approximately 22 of the responses i n the section of the 
questionnaire found that the c u l t u r a l dimension the Travellers 
brought to school was an asset, helping the other children t o be 
more aware of d i f f e r i n g roots. In some t h i s brought out the 
positive caring side, children wanting to help the Traveller 
pupils face new situations. 

Inquisitiveness, overiding freshness, spontaneity and a ' s l i g h t l y 
d i f f e r e n t outlook on l i f e which i s stimulating' (Primary Head), 
were a l l attributes teachers welcomed. Knowledge of w i l d l i f e , 
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a r t i s t i c t a l e n t , buying and s e l l i n g were mentioned i n responses 
and were obviously regarded as positive. 

On the other hand one primary school headteacher stated "some of 
these children are quite biddable and 'normal' but I have not 
found them to be i n the 'asset' category." 

Children's Interests 

Many of the teachers who responded said the interests of 
Traveller children were similar t o those of other children. Where 
specific interests were named te l e v i s i o n , videos, nature 
(including dogs, horses and pidgeons), money and a r t and c r a f t 
were those most frequently mentioned. 

"Don't seem to have any pa r t i c u l a r interest except one family has 
an int e r e s t i n causing trouble i f you can c a l l t h i s an int e r e s t " 
and " s e l f i n t e r e s t " were comments from two primary head teachers 
from d i f f e r e n t areas. In answer to t h i s question teachers were 
prepared to use the question to express t h e i r negative views. 

Special Education Provision 

The majority of the schools had extra educational provision f o r 
Traveller pupils. These varied throughout the study region. 
Peripatetic teachers employed s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r Traveller children 
i n one area, other schools had extra teaching support allocated 
to them f o r Travellers and i n some schools the children received 
remedial support provided by the Special leeds Department. One 
area provided a teaching aide to help with the welfare of the 
Traveller children i n the classroom, at breaks and at lunchtime. 
Only one respondent had no specific educational provision for the 
Traveller children. 

Cultural Materials 

Schools which have recently been v i s i t e d by the H.M.I, with 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for Travellers have ordered c u l t u r a l l y relevant 
books f o r the school l i b r a r y and use of s t a f f . Where peripatetic 
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teachers of Travellers and support teachers are employed special 
reading books may be used, f o r example, Cleveland Heading Scheme 
and West Hidlands Reading Scheme. 

Some teachers f e l t that the children and parents "do not want to 
share t h e i r culture with us" and that the children "want to do 
and use the things other children do" (primary support teachers). 
The general feeling i n soma areas of "now that the Travellers are 
s e t t l e d t h e i r culture has become di l u t e d " and the need, f o r 
recognition of Traveller culture does not arise. As one Special 
Needs teacher said there was no need to include Traveller 
culture, "now that the children have been assimilated i n t o other 
groups." One primary head teacher f e l t that i t was a waste of 
resources to spend money on c u l t u r a l l y relevant material f o r 
children who may be i n school f o r only a short period of time and 
he f e l t that i n his opinion only one of the families i n school 
could be classed as real Travellers. He gave no basis on which 
he made t h i s judgement. 

Additional Comments 

Very few responded i n t h i s section of the Questionnaire but those 
who did had vey wide ranging comments. In the educational f i e l d 
more work was seen to be necessary with the under fi v e s . 
Transport as a means of improving attendance was seen as ?. 
p r i o r i t y . One primary school deputy head saw i t as " a moral 
duty t o welcome a l l children i n t o our school." 

One Special Needs teacher to i l l u s t r a t e the change i n culture as 
she saw i t wrote "the video c e r t a i n l y comes before the Crown 
Derby now!" There was DbviDus welcome expressed by a primary 
school head, "they are more aware of what we expect i n school and 
make more e f f o r t to conform to school requirement," i l l u s t r a t i n g 
the teacher's desire for the children to conform 

The responses from the teachers r e f l e c t , i n some part, the 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y of the children i n t h e i r care. I t must be noted 
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however that many teachers responding may have had l i t t l e 
experience of teaching Traveller children and t h i s may be 
reflected i n t h e i r replies. I t i s encouraging that the majority 
of teachers recognised the enthusiasm of the Traveller children 
as being the a l l important key to t h e i r learning. Poor 
attendance of some of the Traveller children was obviously 
resented by some of the teachers and would unfortunately r e f l e c t 
i n t h e i r a t t i t u d e to the children when i n school. Positive moves 
i n some areas could be made to improve attendance by fostering 
l i n k s between parents and schools, encouraging parents i n t o 
school and by providing transport from s i t e to school. This 
transport could be 100% refundable from the No Area Pool i f 
applied f o r by the L.E.A.. 

The children's negative a t t i t u d e t o work may well r e f l e c t the 
u n s u i t a b i l i t y of the curriculum, as mentioned i n the section on 
Education provision i n England and i t i s to be hoped that the 
more relevant the curriculum, the more the pupils' interest w i l l 
be stimulated and problems i n behaviour diminish. Teachers may 
overlook the fact that some Traveller children i n t h e i r care may 
have had very l i t t l e school experience and so w i l l not have the 
history of conditioning to conform which house dwelling children, 
who started school at fi v e , may have. 

Almost a l l the teachers found problems i n at least one area of 
working with Traveller children. Poor attainment i n l i t e r a c y may 
be linked t o numerous factors, poor attendance due to mobility or 
lack of enforcement, lack of early learning s k i l l s , i l l i t e r a t e 
parents, no reading material i n the home and unsuitable 
curriculum at school. I t was disturbing to f i n d that some 
teachers regarded the Traveller children as of low academic 
a b i l i t y . I f the expectation of the teacher i s low then the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of the ch i l d achieving academic success i s i t s e l f 
l imited. In P. Shine's1 survey of twelve head teachers of 
schools which accept Traveller children, two thought of Traveller 
children as children with Special Educational Needs, one as being 
from an ethnic minority and the remaining nine saw them as 
children from an ethnic minority with Special Education Needs. 
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The survey did not s p e c i f i c a l l y ask i f the heads regard Traveller 
children to be of low academic a b i l i t y but the implication i s 
there. 

Prejudice from teachers, peer groups and dinner supervisors 
within schools, often based on myth or lack of accurate 
information, i n h i b i t the learning process. Travellers themselves 
say have misconceptions about school and to protect themselves 
against what they see as a threat they may keep very close to 
each other as a group during breaks. This i n i t s e l f may cause 
prejudice. Accurate information, suitable l i t e r a t u r e and 
improved relationships through home/school l i a i s o n should help to 
alleviate t h i s problem. 

The positive a t t i t u d e from many of the teachers on the cu l t u r a l 
dimension which the Traveller children bring to school i s most 
encouraging. The spontaneity coupled with enthusiasm brings a 
freshness i n t o schools and as one primary head teacher commented, 
" i t makes me r e f l e c t on what we do i n schools." 

Comments from teachers when asked whether c u l t u r a l material was 
used i n school r e f l e c t e d the assimilation process which can be 
the policy i n some schools. In reply to the question whether 
cultur a l material i s used i n school answers which reflected t h i s 
•nnllcv were "No. we alwavs t r v to teach the children res-ardless 
of background", "No, since settled Traveller culture has become 
diluted." Further references to Traveller children, "they t r y 
very hard to f i t i n " (specialist teacher) and "now that the 
children have been assimilated" (special needs teacher) and "make 
more e f f o r t to conform t o school requirements", a l l support the 
hypothesis, 'Teachers regard assimilation of Traveller's children 
as a positive step i n t h e i r education' . 

1. P. Shine. Traveller Education - How i t i s seen by Teachers 
and Travellers (1987). Unpublished dissertation f o r B.Ed. 
Manchester Polytechnic. 
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I t was f e l t by the w r i t e r t h a t an i n depth r e p o r t of t h e 
d i f f e r e n t T r a v e l l e r groups which r e s o r t t o the county would be 
appr o p r i a t e because a l l the i n t e r v i e w s w i t h parents (see 
f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n ) took place w i t h i n the county. 

The south bank of the Tees, where a t h r i v i n g s t e e l i n d u s t r y grew 
and f l o u r i s h e d at the t u r n of the century, developed i t s own 
group of urban T r a v e l l e r s . Their l i v e l i h o o d i s l i n k e d t o the 
urban economy and population. Scrap metal d e a l i n g i s a 
recognised occupation amongst urban Gypsies and involves s k i l l s 
i n i d e n t i f y i n g d i f f e r e n t metals, d i s m a n t l i n g and i s o l a t i n g the 
most saleable items. I t also r e q u i r e s s p e c i a l l y developed s k i l l s 
both t o acquire the metals and t o s e l l t o dealers. The m a j o r i t y 
of the a d u l t s have not been t o school, or i f so only f o r a 
l i m i t e d time, which means many of them are i l l i t e r a t e . To be 
successful they have had t o develop memory f o r such t h i n g s as 
i n s t r u c t i o n s , r outes, places, p r i c e s . 

With the d e c l i n e of the s t e e l i n d u s t r y , designation and s i t e 
r e s t r i c t i o n s , economic s u r v i v a l of the Gypsies has become more 
d i f f i c u l t i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n . The growth of unemployment amongst 
gorgios i s a l s o r e f l e c t e d i n the number of T r a v e l l e r s who have t o 
r e l y on the D.H.S.S. t o pay the r e n t . 

The m a j o r i t y of South Tees T r a v e l l e r s now r e l y on D.H.S.S. 
payments but may c a r r y on a l i t t l e scrap metal d e a l i n g "on the 
side". The women who used t o hawk lace, pegs, paper f l o w e r s etc. 
round the houses t o supplement the f a m i l y income no longer have 
the economic necessity t o do t h i s , since a regul a r , i f small 
income i s received through s o c i a l s e c u r i t y . 

Strawberry p i c k i n g i n the York area f o r two t o three weeks i n 
June i s f o r many of the South Tees T r a v e l l e r s t h e i r summer break. 
The c h i l d r e n earn pocket money which they tend t o save t o spend 
at t h e f a i r s . Fo a l l the f a m i l y i t i s a break from i n d u s t r i a l 
Teesside t o a more r u r a l s e t t i n g . Although they are working i t 
i s s t i l l looked on as somewhat of a holiday. 
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As i n aost areas where there are T r a v e l l e r s there tend t o be 
large f a m i l y groupings and names which are predominant. In the 
South Tees area f a m i l i a r surnames are Smith, White, Farrow, B i r d 
and bardie. 

The T r a v e l l e r s n o r t h of the River Tees, who stay semi-permanently 
on the Stockton side, tend t o be w e a l t h i e r than those T r a v e l l e r s 
who are south of the r i v e r . They have a m u l t i p l i c i t y of 
occupations, d e a l i n g i n scrap, new farm gates, horses, seasonal 
trades, f o r example, Christmas t r e e s and some of the women hawk 
new l i n e n u s u a l l y using vans and c a l l i n g door t o door. As J u d i t h 
Okley s t a t e d i n her book, "The T r a v e l l e r Gypsies" f "...the 
w e a l t h i e s t most successful f a m i l i e s were those w i t h a greater 
spread of occupations than the poorer ones." 1 This i s c e r t a i n l y 
r e f l e c t e d on Teesside when looking a t T r a v e l l e r s on the two 
o f f i c i a l s i t e s , n o r t h and south of the r i v e r . 

Those T r a v e l l e r s on the o f f i c i a l s i t e s n o r t h of the River Tees 
tend t o move o f f the s i t e f o r the f a i r s , n otably Appleby i n 
Cumbria (the l a r g e horse f a i r ) , Stokesley and Yarm Fa i r s , two 
l o c a l f a i r s . These movements are l a r g e l y f o r s o c i a l reasons, i t 
being an o p p o r t u n i t y t o meet r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s i n a relaxed 
s i t u a t i o n . 

'Local' T r a v e l l e r s make up about f i f t y percemt. of T r a v e l l e r s on 
the o f f i c i a l s i t e n o r t h of the r i v e r . The remainder of the 
pitches may be occupied by more mobile T r a v e l l e r s . They may be 
' tarmaccers' so when they have worked an area they need to move 
on t o f i n d more work. A l t e r n a t i v e l y they may be dealing i n 
antique f u r n i t u r e , or new three piece s u i t e s , s e l l i n g on the 
r e s i d e n t i a l estates. On the whole these tend t o be the long­
distance I r i s h T r a v e l l e r s who t r a v e l i n l a r g e groups. These 
T r a v e l l e r s are d i s t i n c t from the l o c a l f a m i l i e s i n the sense t h a t 
there i s l i t t l e s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n between the two groups and 
u s u a l l y t h e i r economic i n t e r e s t s d i f f e r . I n f a c t t h e r e i s o f t e n 
open h o s t i l i t y between the groups. The I r i s h T r a v e l l e r s have a 
r e p u t a t i o n amongst the ' l o c a l ' T r a v e l l e r s of being d i r t y and hot-
tempered. 
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The ' l o c a l ' T r a v e l l e r s were "swamped" by a large group of long 
distance I r i s h T r a v e l l e r s i n the winter of 1985/86 and the 
o f f i c i a l s i t e became very overcrowded. I n the Autumn of 1986 
there was a notable increase of " l o c a l ' T r a v e l l e r s on the 
o f f i c i a l s i t e , most of them r e l a t i v e s of those who were already 
on the s i t e , so t h a t i f the long distance T r a v e l l e r s a r r i v e d t o 
"over-winter" there would be no space f o r them. Thus the ' l o c a l ' 
T r a v e l l e r s have found, they hope, at least a temporary s o l u t i o n 
t o what they regard as an " I r i s h problem". 

F a m i l i a r surnames of T r a v e l l e r s on the o f f i c i a l s i t e n o r t h of the 
River Tees are Tyers, Lowther, Harker and Teasdale. 

Apart from the two o f f i c i a l s i t e s i n Cleveland, one n o r t h and one 
south of the River Tees, t h e r e are small pockets of T r a v e l l e r s 
who " p u l l - o n " u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s . These s i t e s may be where 
T r a v e l l e r s have t r a d i t i o n a l l y pulled-on, be i t a country lane or 
near the centre of the town, but over the l a s t two years the 
number of r e g u l a r u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s of T r a v e l l e r s has markedly 
decreased. T r a v e l l e r s on the u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s are g e n e r a l l y very 
t r a n s i t o r y , s t a y i n g anything from a few days t o a few weeks, and 
Just passing through the region. Their l e n g t h of s t a y w i l l 
depend on a number of f a c t o r s . I f the s i t e i s i n an obvious 
p o s i t i o n , f o r example, a p u b l i c car park or near houses, then 
there are u s u a l l v numerous? n n w n l a i n t c and the a u t h o r i t i e s act 
s w i f t l y t o move them. I f the s i t e i s on a country lane or tucked 
away unobtr u s i v e l y on an i n d u s t r i a l estate and not thought t o be 
causing an obvious nuisance then they may be l e f t u ndisturbed f o r 
a longer period. These T r a v e l l e r s may be passing through on 
t h e i r way t o f a i r s , t o v i s i t r e l a t i v e s , t o take p a r t i n seasonal 
work, f o r example, f r u i t p i c k i n g , or have short stay occupations 
l i k e tarmaccing. 

Just before the Yarm F a i r (October 1986) a group o f seven 
t r a i l e r s "pulled-on" ground j u s t outside the o f f i c i a l s i t e n o r t h 
of the r i v e r . They burned o f f cable, which i s now i l l e g a l 
because of the t o x i c fumes produced and they were soon v i s i t e d by 
environmental h e a l t h o f f i c e r s and the p o l i c e . Before the l e g a l 
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procedure of e v i c t i o n c o u l d be completed the T r a v e l l e r s had 
completed t h e i r work and moved on t o the f a i r . 

There are a l s o small groups of T r a v e l l e r s , even i n d i v i d u a l 
f a m i l i e s , who move from u n o f f i c i a l s i t e t o u n o f f i c i a l s i t e w i t h i n 
the Cleveland boundary. These, i n some cases, wish t o remain 
independent of the s t a t e system and unless they received D.H.S.S. 
payments they couldn't a f f o r d t o pay the re n t on the o f f i c i a l 
s i t e s and provide food f o r t h e i r f a m i l i e s . The s i t e r e s t r i c t i o n s 
tend t o take away the T r a v e l l e r s ' a b i l i t y t o make a l i v i n g since 
no work i s provided and th e r e i s only l i m i t e d space f o r s t o r i n g 
goods, and t h i s i s o f t e n a t the d i s c r e t i o n of the s i t e warden. 

A f a m i l y i n Cleveland who are f r e q u e n t l y ha,rassed from 
u n o f f i c i a l s i t e t o u n o f f i c i a l s i t e refuse t o go on an o f f i c i a l 
s i t e because of the s i t e r e s t r i c t i o n s . They own three t r a i l e r s , 
a l o r r y and a car and t h e r e f o r e f o r t h a t number of v e h i c l e s they 
would have t o re n t two p i t c h e s . Even i f they a p p l i e d f o r s o c i a l 
s e c u r i t y because of the ages of t h e i r c h i l d r e n the r e n t would 
only be paid f o r one p i t c h . The f a t h e r of the f a m i l y deals i n 
scrap and there would be no room f o r him t o c a r r y on w i t h h i s 
work on the s i t e . 

Another small group of T r a v e l l e r s of I r i s h o r i g i n c o n s i s t i n g of 
three f a m i l i e s and u s u a l l y f i v e or s i x t r a i l e r s , t r a v e l s w i t h i n 
the Cleveland area. They have not been accepted an the o f f i c i a l 
s i t e s because of t h e i r a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour. The Council would 
have l e t them on the s i t e but the T r a v e l l e r s already on the s i t e 
have sa i d t h a t they would refuse t o pay t h e i r r e n t s i f such an 
element were allowed on the s i t e and some have a c t u a l l y 
threatened physical v i o l e n c e t o prevent them coming on t o an 
o f f i c i a l s i t e . 

There i s also a small number of former house d w e l l e r s who have 
moved i n t o t r a i l e r s , u s u a l l y because they have been unable t o 
cope i n a house and run i n t o debt. They f e e l t h a t l i f e i n a 
t r a i l e r w i l l be cheaper, and i n some cases t h a t they w i l l be l e s s 
easy t o trace. These f a m i l i e s tend t o f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o cope 
i n a t r a i l e r whether i t i s on o f f i c i a l or u n o f f i c i a l s i t e . Their 
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t r a i l e r s are o f t e n d i r t y i n s i d e and out and rubbish accumulates 
on the surrounding area. This l i v i n g i n " f i l t h " a l i e n a t e s them 
from the regular T r a v e l l e r s . I t i s from t h i s category of 
T r a v e l l e r s , the former house d w e l l e r s , t h a t the w r i t e r has come 
across her only case of suspected non-accidental i n j u r y . 
T r a v e l l e r s who were born t o t r a v e l l i n g place great value on the 
c h i l d w i t h i n the f a m i l y and on c l e a n l i n e s s , even i n the most 
d i f f i c u l t of s i t u a t i o n s . 

Some house dwellers who have become T r a v e l l e r s do a d j u s t t o the 
way of l i f e and become accepted. I n one case a f a m i l y w i t h three 
c h i l d r e n , aged f i v e t o nine, r e c e n t l y moved out of a house i n t o a 
t r a i l e r . The grandparents were T r a v e l l e r s but the head of the 
household was born i n a house and had always l i v e d i n one u n t i l 
he f e l t the urge t o t r a v e l . His w i f e was born and brought up. a. 
house d w e l l e r and apart from her connection by marriage had no 
other experience of T r a v e l l e r s . At f i r s t they were on an 
u n o f f i c i a l s i t e f o r two or three months and then moved onto an 
o f f i c i a l s i t e . They have been accepted t o an extent by the 
T r a v e l l i n g community because of h i s f a m i l y connections and her 
w i l l i n g n e s s t o accept and l e a r n about the T r a v e l l e r way of l i f e . 

So Cleveland, although a small county, has an almost complete 
spectrum of T r a v e l l e r s from poor t o wealthy, both E n g l i s h and 
I r i s h . The S c o t t i s h T i n k l e r i s the only c l e a r l y d e f i n a b l e group 
of T r a v e l l e r s t h a t r a r e l y appears i n Cleveland. The romantic 
stereotype of c o l o u r f u l people i n both dress and music, bow t o p 
wagons p u l l e d by horses i s not o f t e n seen. Dark ha i r e d , swarthy 
skinned T r a v e l l e r s are r a r e ; more common are the f a i r h a i r e d , 
blue eyed T r a v e l l e r s . I n f a c t the T r a v e l l e r s of today cannot be 
i d e n t i f i e d by physical appearance or dress and r a r e l y by speech 
unless they want t o be, as d i f f e r e n t from any other member of the 
community. 

1. J u d i t h Okely, The Traveller-Gypsies (1983) p.56. 
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RESULTS OF mTBRVIKflB TOTH PAHBEITS OF TttflfflKUUSB CHILDREH 

I n t e r v i e w s were conducted w i t h t e n T r a v e l l e r f a m i l i e s a l l known 
t o the i n t e r v i e w e r f o r between one and f o u r years and who were 
r e s i d i n g i n the County of Cleveland a t the time of the 
int e r v i e w s . The i n t e r v i e w s were c a r r i e d out w i t h i n the 
T r a v e l l e r s ' homes and e i t h e r were recorded ( t r a n s c r i p t taken 
l a t e r ) or answers were taken d i r e c t l y onto the i n t e r v i e w sheet 
(see Appendix 14). Since the in t e r v i e w s took place i n the home 
environment there were i n e v i t a b l e i n t e r r u p t i o n s from people 
c a l l i n g or from younger members of the f a m i l y but t h i s d i d not 
m a t e r i a l l y a f f e c t the i n t e r v i e w s . A l l the i n t e r v i e w s were 
c a r r i e d out w i t h the mother of the f a m i l y . This was not 
i n t e n t i o n a l but the i n t e r v i e w e r ' s contact w i t h the f a m i l y was 
mainly w i t h the mother and c h i l d r e n because education i s seen by 
many T r a v e l l e r s as p a r t of the woman's r o l e . One f a t h e r l e f t 
the t r a i l e r while the i n t e r v i e w took place, r e t u r n i n g as soon as 
he could see i t was f i n i s h e d , saying, "the w i f e sees t o t h a t , " 
( r e f e r r i n g t o schools). 

Of the ten i n t e r v i e w s undertaken f i v e were c a r r i e d out on 
o f f i c i a l s i t e s , f o u r on u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s (one f a m i l y having j u s t 
moved from an o f f i c i a l s i t e , was w a i t i n g t o be housed) and rme 
w i t h a housed T r a v e l l e r f a m i l y . 

The names of the parents and c h i l d r e n have not been used i n t h i s 
s c r i p t t o assure anonimity. 

Aim 

The aim of the i n t e r v i e w s was t o t r y and e s t a b l i s h whether the 
T r a v e l l e r s ' own experience of education, or lack of i t , was 
r e f l e c t e d i n what they want f o r t h e i r own c h i l d r e n . 
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Table. 7: Xype_nf _accomrnQdgLfcXm^_g.l^e_j^_j£ajaJlly_ and ages _ of 
c h i l d r e n of f a m i l i e s i n t e r v i e w e d . 

Accom. I n t . l o . Eo. of 
c h i l d r e n 

Ages of c h i l d r e n i n f a m i l y 

Off. S i t e 1 5 15 14 11 8 6 
Unoff. S i t e 2 5 7 6 5 3 1 
Unoff, S i t e 3 5 15 14 13 8 7 
Off. S i t e 4 3 15 12 11 
House 5 3 12 (2 over school ag 
Off. S i t e 6 12 15 13 12 11 

(8 over school age) 
Unoff. S i t e 7 3 11 9 

(1 over school age) 
Unoff. S i t e 8 5 14 12 8 5 2 
Off. S i t e 9 6 12 9 7 

(3 over school age) 
Off. S i t e 10 4 12 8 7 5 

Figure v i i i : Bar Chart t o show the number of c h i l d r e n per 
family. 

No. 5 

of 4 

f a m i l i e s 3 

2 

1 

0 Q n 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Number of c h i l d r e n i n f a m i l y . 

10 11 12 
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A l l the f a m i l i e s interviewed had more than the n a t i o n a l average 
of 1.8 c h i l d r e n per f a m i l y , and a t t h e time o f the i n t e r v i e w s a t 
le a s t two of the mothers were known t o he pregnant. 

The f o l l o w i n g r e s u l t s of the i n t e r v i e w s are shown by summarising 
the responses t o each question, where a p p r o p r i a t e . 

Could your parents read and write. 

Figure i x : Bar Chart t o show whether parents of those 
interviewed could read and w r i t e . 

Yes Ho 
Mother 

Yes No 
Father 

The r e s u l t s of the question show t h a t h a l f of the mothers of 
those i n t e r v i e w e d could read and w r i t e and h a l f could not. There 
were only three of the f a t h e r s who could read and w r i t e and seven 
who could not. Although the question was asked, "Could your 
parents read and w r i t e ? " , there was no i n d i c a t i o n as t o what 
standard they had reached where t h e answer was yes. The a b i l i t y 
t o w r i t e one's name, i n the eyes of some T r a v e l l e r s warrants the 
answer 'yes*. 
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Figure x: Bar Chart t o show the school, attendance of those 
interviewed. 

l e v e r Sometimes Yes 

Of the t e n mothers interviewed f o u r had never attended school. 
Two answered "not a l o t " , "odd times" and f o u r answered yes. Of 
the f o u r who answered yes one went t o school only u n t i l she was 
twelve and t h a t was only " h a l f and h a l f " because she was 
t r a v e l l i n g . Another only went t o school i n the w i n t e r months and 
d i d n ' t a t t e n d a f t e r the age of eleven. The t h i r d stayed at home 
a f t e r t h e age twelve or t h i r t e e n t o help her mother. The f o u r t h 
mother i n t h i s group had been brought up i n a house and had 
attended school r e g u l a r l y . She only moved i n t o a t r a i l e r a few 
years a f t e r she was married t o another house dweller and had been 
l i v i n g i n a t r a i l e r f o r twelve years. 

A l l the mothers, except one, had no, or very l i m i t e d , experience 
of school. Such experience as there was r e l a t e d mainly t o the 
e a r l y years before twelve and was o f t e n i r r e g u l a r . This p a t t e r n 
• f education i s r e f l e c t e d by many of the T r a v e l l e r s the w r i t e r 
has come i n t o contact w i t h i n the course of her work. 

Figure x i : Bar Chart t o show whether those i n t e r v i e w e d could 
read or w r i t e , 

Yes 0 Yes No A L i t t l e . 
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Of the ten interviewed three s a i d they could read and w r i t e ; two 
of these had spent long periods i n a house, but s i x s a i d they 
could not read and w r i t e , though a l l had l e a r n t t o s i g n t h e i r 
name, The other mother answered " h a l f and h a l f " i n answer t o the 
question. To the w r i t e r ' s knowledge she can w r i t e her name and 
has l i m i t e d reading s k i l l s , i s unable t o f i l l i n forms unaided 
but can p r i n t i n c a p i t a l l e t t e r s such items as shopping l i s t s f o r 
her daughter. Of the t e n T r a v e l l e r mothers i n t e r v i e w e d 3 s a i d 
they were l i t e r a t e , s i x s a i d they were not l i t e r a t e and one 
claimed t o be p a r t i a l l y l i t e r a t e . Compared w i t h t h e i r own 
parents where e i g h t s a i d they were l i t e r a t e and t e n not, the 
s i t u a t i o n has changed very l i t t l e from one generation t o the 
next. As has been s a i d e a r l i e r no o v e r a l l c o n c l u s i o n can be 
drawn from these f i g u r e s because of the small sample and the f a c t 
t h a t i t was not possible t o t e s t the l e v e l of l i t e r a c y . 

Those Who Attended School 

Of the s i x who attended school three f e l t t h a t the teachers had 
t r e a t e d them l i k e the other c h i l d r e n . Two of these had spent 
t h e i r childhood i n houses, and the t h i r d ' s background was not 
revealed. Of the other three one couldn't remember, another 
thought they t r e a t e d her a l l r i g h t but they d i d n ' t give her work 
she could do. She had t o s i t a l l the t e s t s and so had t o s i t f o r 
hours at a time w i t h a blank piece of paper i n f r o n t of her 
because she couldn't read and w r i t e . Her school r e p o r t s read 0 0 
0. The s i x t h T r a v e l l e r s a i d the teachers knew she was a 
T r a v e l l e r and they never bothered w i t h her much, "but I s t i l l 
f e l t out of place" ( I n t . 3 ) . 

Five of the s i x mothers f e l t t h a t the c h i l d r e n at school t r e a t e d 
them the same as other c h i l d r e n , but the s i x t h f e l t she was the 
odd one out and kept g e t t i n g " s t a r e d a t " ( I n t . 2 ) . 

Subjects which the T r a v e l l e r s enjoyed most a t school were, i n 
order of p r i o r i t y , p a i n t i n g or drawing, nature, reading, sums and 
h i s t o r y . Only one T r a v e l l e r enjoyed " n o t h i n " ( I n t . 3) a t school 
and admitted t o never having l i k e d school at a l l . 
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Thoss Whn JPid, Not Attend Schpql 

Of the f o u r mothers who d i d not a t t e n d school a l l s a i d t h a t they 
would have l i k e d the o p p o r t u n i t y t o have attended school but they 
were prevented through t r a v e l l i n g . " I would have l i k e d t o but 
there never was no places. You was always moved on o f f a place" 
( I n t . 4). 

Children's Educational Experience 

l o s t f a m i l i e s could not be put i n t o any f i r m category of school 
attendance so the f a m i l i e s f o r t h i s s e c t i o n w i l l be t r e a t e d 
i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

Interview I . Ages of c h i l d r e n : - 15. 14. 11. 8. 6 ( O f f i c i a l S i t e ) 
The three youngest c h i l d r e n a t t e n d primary school but have missed 
a l o t of schooling because they were t r a v e l l i n g . The two e l d e s t 
boys have only attended school f o r about two months i n t h e i r 
l i v e s . The f i f t e e n year o l d would be "too embarrassed now" and 
the f o u r t e e n year o l d had basic l i t e r a c y lessons w i t h a teacher 
of T r a v e l l e r s twice a week. 

In r e p l y t o the question, "Do you want your c h i l d r e n t o a t t e n d 
school?" " I f they're good enough, I hope so, depends i f we're 
here or not." 

lnterY*e,w 2. Ages of c h i l d r e n :- 7. 6. 5, 3. 1 ( U n o f f i c i a l S i t e ) 
The t h r e e eldest c h i l d r e n a t t e n d school and the three year o l d i s 
due t o s t a r t at the nursery. Attendance has been r e g u l a r because 
t r a n s p o r t has been provided. The mother could see no o b j e c t i o n 
t o t h e i r a t t e n d i n g secondary school but i t depended where they 
were. 

Interview 3. Ages of c h i l d r e n : - 15. 14. 13. 8. 7 ( U n o f f i c i a l 
S i t e ) 

The e i g h t and seven year o l d a t t e n d primary school. They have 
only r e c e n t l y s t a r t e d , having been t r a v e l l i n g . The t h i r t e e n year 
o l d g i r l has s t a r t e d secondary school p a r t time, and i t i s hoped 
t h a t w i t h i n a few weeks t h i s w i l l be f u l l time, when she has 
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adjusted t o the s i z e of the b u i l d i n g and b u i l t r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h 
other p u p i l s and s t a f f . The f i f t e e n and f o u r t e e n year o l d bays 
have v i r t u a l l y no school experience. They are a t t e n d i n g a centre 
f o r basic l i t e r a c y s k i l l s and are about t o j o i n a ' l i n k s course' 
at the l o c a l c o l l e g e of f u r t h e r education t o da f a b r i c a t i o n and 
welding h a l f a day a week. The mother a n t i c i p a t e s t h e i r being 
housed i n the very near f u t u r e and t h e r e f o r e f e e l s the three 
youngest ones w i l l "have a go" a t secondary education. 

I n t e r v i e w 4. Ages of c h i l d r e n : - 15. 12. U ( O f f i c i a l S i t e ) 
A l l the c h i l d r e n a t t e n d school. The e l d e s t i s a t a r e s i d e n t i a l 
school f o r the p h y s i c a l l y d i s abled and comes home f o r the 
h o l i d a y s and some weekends. As regards the school leaving age 
the mother s a i d , " I ' d l i k e them t o go ' t i l t hey're 16 'cos I 
never 'ad no education." 

I n t e r v i e w 5. Agfts? pf children;- 12, and 2 qy.ex school, age. 
(house) 

A l l the c h i l d r e n attended school. The e l d e s t u n t i l he was 12, the 
middle one u n t i l she was twelve and the youngest one u n t i l he was 
eleven. Th e l d e s t one was taken out of school, "because h i s name 
was H.... (a recognised Gypsy name) they (the other lads) used t o 
be always c h a l l e n g i n g him t o f i g h t . " The g i r l was taken out of 
school because the High Schools were "bad schools - too d i r t y 
goings on - f i l t h y ways. ... I j u s t wanted her t o be my way, nice, 
clean, o l d fashioned." The youngest bay was attacked by a boy 
who attended the secondary school, spat on, h i s t r o u s e r s p u l l e d 
dawn, "so you see i t was no use him going there. He's l e a r n i n g 
h i s dad's business (scrap d e a l i n g ) , h e ' l l make good not l i k e a 
l o t of those when they leave school," He i s r e c e i v i n g home 
t u i t i o n . 

I n t e r v i e w 6. Ages of c h i l d r e n ; - 8 over school age, 15, 13. 12. 
1 1 ( O f f i c i a l S i t e ) 

The eleven and twelve year o l d a t t e n d primary school. The twelve 
year o l d has been kept on at primary school because her f i r s t 
school experience was only when she was t e n plus. The two older 
c h i l d r e n a t t e n d secondary school p a r t time when one of the 
teachers of T r a v e l l e r s takes them. "They only go t o the b i g 
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school when the teacher takes them, i t ' s too b i g and too f a r , I 
wouldn't l e t them go on t h e i r own." 

Interview 7. Ages of ..children: - 1 over school age, 11. 9 
( U n o f f i c i a l S i t e ) 

The youngest c h i l d r e n do not attend school because the parents 
are u n o f f i c i a l l y parked, w a i t i n g t o be a l l o c a t e d a house, and do 
not want t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o chop and change schools. One of the 
teachers of T r a v e l l e r s s u p p l i e s them w i t h books and t u i t i o n and 
the parents help them as w e l l , both being l i t e r a t e . When s e t t l e d 
i n a house they see no reason f o r the c h i l d r e n not t o attend 
secondary school, but hope t h a t the eleven year o l d would be 
allowed t o stay an e x t r a year a t primary school because he had 
missed a l o t of schooling. 

Interview 8. Ages of c h i l d r e n : - 14. 12. 8. 5. 2 ( U n o f f i c i a l 
S i t e ) 

The c h i l d r e n were not a t t e n d i n g school at the time of the 
interview. They have attended schools i n the county a t various 
times, but also f r e q u e n t l y move out of the county. They are 
usua l l y u n o f f i c i a l l y parked and the mother d i d not l i k e the l o c a l 
school of the area i n which they were stopping a t the time of the 
interview. Although she d i d not a r t i c u l a t e her reasons i t was 
i m p l i c i t t h a t i t was because of the school's l a r g e Asian 
population. They were due t o move very s h o r t l y . Work and 
t u i t i o n f o r them has been provided by the p e r i p a t e t i c teacher of 
Tra v e l l e r s . The mother and twelve year o l d g i r l help the others 
w i t h t h e i r school work as they can both read and w r i t e 
p r o f i c i e n t l y . 

The mother does not l i k e the idea of her c h i l d r e n going t o 
secondary school as she regards them "as not good places, too 
much swearing and c a r r y i n g on." The el d e s t boy works w i t h h i s 
fa t h e r most of the time d e a l i n g i n scrap. 

Interview 9. Ages of c h i l d r e n : - 3 over school age. 12. 9 f 7 
( O f f i c i a l S i t e ) 

The c h i l d r e n a l l a t t e n d primary school. Two have been 
statemented and are d e f i n i t e l y i n the s p e c i a l need category and 
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a t t e n d a school f o r c h i l d r e n w i t h l e a r n i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s . The 
twelve year o l d has been allowed t o stay on a t h i s mainstream 
primary school t o compensate f o r formal education missed through 
t r a v e l l i n g . He i s expected t o s t a r t secondary school s h o r t l y and 
h i s mother i s very keen f o r him t o continue h i s education i f they 
are i n the area. 

I n t e r v i e w 10. Ages of c h i l d r e n : - 12. 8. 7, 5 ( O f f i c i a l S i t e ) 
The three youngest c h i l d r e n a t t e n d primary school r e g u l a r l y . The 
mother w i l l not l e t the twelve year o l d g i r l a t t e n d secondary 
school because i t i s such a long distance from the s i t e . At the 
time of the i n t e r v i e w the g i r l was r e c e i v i n g t u i t i o n from the 
p e r i p a t e t i c teacher of T r a v e l l e r s but i t i s hoped t h a t i f they 
s t a y i n the area an education p a t t e r n may be e s t a b l i s h e d a t the 
secondary school. 

The most important s u b j e c t s a t school 

The most important s u b j e c t s f o r the c h i l d r e n t o l e a r n i n school, 
i n the parents' o p i n i o n are reading, followed c l o s e l y by w r i t i n g , 
and then sums. ("reckoning up" I n t . 1) 

The Children's Experience of School 

When the r.hi lHren are a t t e n d i n g school seven out of te n of the 
mothers f e l t t h a t the teachers t r e a t e d them as other c h i l d r e n , 
one w i t h the proviso t h a t i f "they d i d n ' t she'd be up" ( I n t . 8 ) . 
Of the remaining three, I n t . 3 was unsure and r e p l i e d "You don't 
know do you?". I n t . 1 had problems when her c h i l d r e n f i r s t 
s t a r t e d school and f e l t t h a t the teachers were p i c k i n g on them. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y there was name c a l l i n g by the other c h i l d r e n . The 
mother went t o school t o t a l k t o the teachers and t o e x p l a i n the 
problems and she f e l t t h a t a f t e r t h i s t h i n g s improved. The 
Headmaster. I n t . 5, f e l t , picked on her son and punished him more 
h a r s h l y than h i s peers. 

A l l the mothers f e l t t h a t t h e i r c h i l d r e n enjoyed school, f o u r 
f e l t t h a t they enjoyed e v e r y t h i n g and couldn't i d e n t i f y anything 
s p e c i f i c . Of the others nature, drawing, maths and spo r t were 
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i d e n t i f i e d as enjoyable school a c t i v i t i e s . This i s a s i m i l a r 
l i s t t o t h a t enjoyed by the mothers. I t may be the mothers' 
r e f l e c t i n g what they enjoyed a t school and assuming t h a t t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n enjoy s i m i l a r subjects. Maths i s the exception on t h i s 
l i s t . I t may be t h a t mothers f e e l t h a t t h e i r sons enjoy maths, 
r e i n f o r c i n g the stereotype t h a t maths i s a boys" s u b j e c t , but 
t h i s i s only conjecture. 

Should the h i s t o r y of T r a v e l l e r s , the Romany language and customs 
be taught to T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n ? 

In a l l three areas the answer was emphatically no. They f e l t , 
some mare s t r o n g l y than others, t h a t what the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n 
l e a r n t of t h e i r h i s t o r y , language or customs should come from the 
fa m i l y . "They know our ways and goings on without being taught" 
( I n t . 2 ) , " I t h i n k t h a t a u t o m a t i c a l l y they l e a r n i t from t h e i r 
parents" ( I n t . 5 ) . One mother made the p o i n t t h a t " I ' v e only got 
boys and they've got t o l e a r n the t h i n g s from t h e i r f a t h e r " ( I n t . 
4). 

Should other c h i l d r e n i s school l e a r n afeouJ, t i e ways oL 

T r a v e l l e r s ? 

Three of the r e p l i e s were against anything about T r a v e l l e r s being 
taught t o other c h i l d r e n i n school. I n t . 7 thought t h a t i t would 
make them n o t i c e T r a v e l l e r s more but I n t . 5 and I n t . 8. f e l t t h a t 
the T r a v e l l e r s ' l i f e was very p r i v a t e and they wanted t o keep i t 
t h a t way. 

Three of those i n t e r v i e w e d were i n d i f f e r e n t t o the question and 
thought t h a t the other c h i l d r e n could l e a r n about i t i f they 
wanted t o , "we can't s t o p them" ( I n t . 9) and " I suppose so, they 
might f i n d i t i n t e r e s t i n g " ( I n t . 2 ) . 

The remaining f o u r thought t h a t teaching other c h i l d r e n about 
T r a v e l l e r s was a p o s i t i v e way i n which d i s c r i m i n a t i o n against 
T r a v e l l e r s could be countered. The importance of the c l e a n l i n e s s 
of T r a v e l l e r s they f e l t ought t o be stressed because some "Kids 
g e n e r a l l y say mucky Gypsies, I mean what do they know what we are 
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or aren't. I don't know what t h e i r homes are l i k e , they don't 
know what our homes are l i k e " ( I n t . 1). C h i l d r e n i n schools 
being taught t o "see what Gypsies do and do come from" ( I n t . 4) 
w i l l give the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n the chance " t o be proud, l u v . " 
( I n t . 4) A l l the mothers appeared t o f e e l t h a t t h e i r c u l t u r e 
would be of no i n t e r e s t t o the gorgio community. 

Summary 

The T r a v e l l e r mothers who were i n t e r v i e w e d were very keen t o 
answer questions and appeared pleased t h a t someone was asking 
t h e i r opinions and thought them of value. I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o 
assess whether any of the answers given were t o please the 
inte r v i e w e r , b e l i e v i n g t h a t i t was what she wanted t o hear. Four 
of the mothers had never attended school but a l l of them had put 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n school, r e c o g n i s i n g the b e n e f i t s f o r t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n i f they could read and w r i t e , and not because they were 
forced i n t o the s i t u a t i o n . 

Although the sample of T r a v e l l e r s i n t e r v i e w e d was small, the 
pr o p o r t i o n l i v i n g on o f f i c i a l s i t e s , u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s and housed 
r e f l e c t s the s i t u a t i o n i n Cleveland County. 

The problem of secondary school attendance i s h i g h l i g h t e d , there 
being a v a r i e t y of reasons f o r i r r e g u l a r or non-at.tenda.nce 
i n c l u d i n g distance from school, what the schools are l i k e , the 
apparent i r r e l e v a n c e of the c u r r i c u l u m and the f a c t t h a t the 
c h i l d r e n are expected t o become p a r t of the f a m i l y economic u n i t 
at the age of eleven or twelve, being given. Apart from the 
problems concerning secondary school attendance i t i s m o b i l i t y 
and the consequent i n t e r r u p t i o n i n school attendance which 
a f f e c t s the group interviewed. These f i n d i n g s are s i m i l a r t o 
those made by Pat Shine i n h i s research i n 1987 1 and i n e a r l i e r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s by C. K e i s s 2 and the 1983 H.M.I. Discussion Paper 3 

'The Education of T r a v e l l e r ' s Children' where seasonal absence i s 
h i g h l i g h t e d as w e l l as post-secondary attendance. 

Prejudice from teachers or other c h i l d r e n was not a major problem 
f o r T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n schools. The f a c t t h a t many of the 
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c h i l d r e n are i n schools which have had T r a v e l l e r s f o r many years 
and t h a t t h e re are p e r i p a t e t i c teachers of T r a v e l l e r s t o overcame 
any problems may have eased the s i t u a t i o n . 

T r a v e l l e r c u l t u r e , language and h i s t o r y i s seen t o be very 
important t o the T r a v e l l e r s and they see i t as very much an area 
where they and not gorgios should be the teachers. They want t o 
teach the c h i l d r e n by example, t e l l i n g s t o r i e s of previous 
generations and by using what form of language they wish, whether 
Anglo-Romani, English or Shelta t o pass on t h e i r i n h e r i t a n c e . 

I f the teaching about T r a v e l l e r s i n schools i s t o take place, 
accurate i n f o r m a t i o n should be used and great care taken t o avoid 
s t e r e o t y p i n g , or i s o l a t i n g them as a t o p i c . T r a v e l l e r s are not 
i s o l a t e d from s o c i e t y but are by n e c e s s i t y interdependent w i t h i t 
i n order t o su r v i v e . 

The T r a v e l l e r may f e e l at times i s o l a t e d , neglected and r e j e c t e d 
by gargio s o c i e t y but those i n t e r v i e w e d and other T r a v e l l e r s 
known t o the w r i t e r would not want t o change who or what they 
are. 

One of those interviewed encapsulates t h i s p o i n t : -
"I've taught my k i d s never t o be ashamed of what they are. 

T e l l them what you are and you're proud of i t . You've been born 
a T r a v e l l e r , You always w i l l be a T r a v e l l e r and you're proud of 
i t . " ( I n t . 1) 

The S i t u a t i o n of the ten f a m i l i e s interviewed,, six: weeks a f t e r 
the o r i g i n a l i n t e r v i e w s took place. 

Family Wo. 1 

The f a m i l y moved out of the county s h o r t l y a f t e r the i n t e r v i e w 
and are u n o f f i c i a l l y parked. None of the c h i l d r e n are a t t e n d i n g 
school now whereas the three youngest had been attending primary 
school. Work had been sent t o the f a m i l y , a t t h e i r request, from 
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the teacher of T r a v e l l e r s , v i a a r e l a t i v e who i s on a permanent 
s i t e i n Cleveland County. 

Eaaily.Jtau-JJ. 

The f a m i l y s i t u a t i o n where the t h r e e e l d e s t c h i l d r e n attend 
school has remained the same, though an e v i c t i o n n o t i c e has been 
obtained by the owner of the land where they are u n o f f i c i a l l y 
parked. This may a f f e c t what has been very good school 
attendance by the c h i l d r e n . 

F a m i l y Wo, 3 

The f a m i l y i s now housed and the e i g h t and seven year o l d are 
s t i l l a t t e n d i n g the same primary school as they were housed i n 
the area where they were u n o f f i c i a l l y parked. The t h i r t e e n year 
ol d g i r l who was a t t e n d i n g secondary school p a r t time went t o 
stay w i t h r e l a t i v e s f o r f o u r weeks and had t o s t a r t a d j u s t i n g t o 
secondary school again. The two boys aged f o u r t e e n and f i f t e e n 
went t o stay w i t h the same r e l a t i v e s when the g i r l r e t u r n e d and 
so were unable t o s t a r t the Links Course on F a b r i c a t i o n and 
Welding, which they were keen t o s t a r t . 

Family No. 4 

The f a m i l y s i t u a t i o n has remained the same, the e l d e s t a t t e n d i n g 
a r e s i d e n t i a l school f o r the p h y s i c a l l y d i s a b l e d and the other 
two c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g a spe c i a l school f o r c h i l d r e n w i t h 
l e a r n i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

Family Ho. 5 

The boy aged twelve i s s t i l l not a t t e n d i n g mainstream school and 
i s r e c e i v i n g home t u i t i o n . 

F a m i l y Nn. 6 

The f a m i l y have moved out of the county and t h e i r whereabouts i s 
unknown. 
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P^tnlly No. 7 

The f a m i l y i s now housed and the c h i l d r e n are a t t e n d i n g primary 
school f u l l time. They receive some i n - c l a s s support from the 
T r a v e l l e r Education Service. The f a t h e r i s very unhappy i n the 
house and so they may not remain long i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n . 

Family Mo. 8 

During the s i x weeks a f t e r the i n t e r v i e w the f a m i l y moved out of 
the county f o r Appleby F a i r , moved back i n t o the county f o r f i v e 
days, on an u n o f f i c i a l s i t e , and have now l e f t the area, 
whereabouts unknown. 

F a m i l y Mo. 9 

The f a m i l y have now l e f t the area and moved t o the county they 
came from nine months ago. The c h i l d r e n are a t t e n d i n g schools i n 
t h a t area. 

Family l o . 10 

The f a m i l y s i t u a t i o n has remained the same. The three youngest 
c h i l d r e n a t t e n d primary school and the twelve year o l d receives 
t u i t i o n from the p e r i p a t e t i c teacher of T r a v e l l e r s . 

ftummary 

Of the f a m i l i e s i n t e r v i e w e d only four f a m i l y s i t u a t i o n s remained 
the same, both i n educational circumstances and l o c a t i o n . Of 
these one f a m i l y i s housed, two are on o f f i c i a l s i t e s and one on 
an u n o f f i c i a l s i t e . The f a m i l y on the u n o f f i c i a l s i t e had 
received an e v i c t i o n n o t i c e and w i t h i n a few weeks t h e i r 
s i t u a t i o n w i l l have changed. 

Two f a m i l i e s out of t h e s i x f a m i l i e s whose s i t u a t i o n had changed 
have moved i n t o houses. Family Ho. 7 were housed because they 
were t i r e d of being harrassed from one u n o f f i c i a l s i t e t o another 
and d i d n ' t want t o move onto an o f f i c i a l s i t e . The c h i l d r e n have 
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b e n e f i t t e d e d u c a t i o n a l l y from the move as they are now a t t e n d i n g 
school, but the f a t h e r i s unhappy i n the house and would l i k e t o 
move back i n t o a t r a i l e r , p u t t i n g pressure on the r e s t of the 
f a m i l y . Family No, 3 were housed because the mother, separated 
from her husband, found i t d i f f i c u l t t o cope w i t h f i v e c h i l d r e n 
i n a t r a i l e r , without t r a n s p o r t . She i s housed i n an area where 
other members o f her f a m i l y are housed and so w i l l probably 
s e t t l e . The three e l d e s t c h i l d r e n are f i n d i n g i t d i f f i c u l t t o 
s e t t l e and so have s t a r t e d making prolonged v i s i t s t o r e l a t i v e s . 

For t hree of the f a m i l i e s who were on o f f i c i a l s i t e s t h e i r 
s i t u a t i o n changed. Family No. 1 moved out of the county onto an 
u n o f f i c i a l s i t e because they found the o f f i c i a l s i t e they were on 
was too d i r t y . The c h i l d r e n no longer a t t e n d school. Family Ho. 
6 moved out of the county and w i l l not be allowed back on the 
o f f i c i a l s i t e because of problems w i t h the s i t e warden. Family 
No. 9 r e t u r n e d t o the area they had o r i g i n a l l y come from t o be 
c l o s e r t o s i c k , e l d e r l y r e l a t i v e s . The c h i l d r e n have continued 
t h e i r education. 

The s i t u a t i o n o f Family No. 8 i s c o n t i n u a l l y changing and over 
the l a s t f o u r years the f a m i l y has moved i n and out of the county 
on numerous occasions, always on u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s . Sometimes the 
c h i l d r e n have attended mainstream school, depending on the area 
of the s i t e or t.he> 1 pngth of t b e i r s t a y s The mother i s l i t e r a t e 
and keen f o r her c h i l d r e n t o be able t o read and w r i t e . She 
t u t o r s them h e r s e l f when she has the time. 

Of those s i x f a m i l i e s whose physical s i t u a t i o n has changed one 
f a m i l y ' s education was improved and another f a m i l y was no longer 
r e c e i v i n g education. Two f a m i l i e s ' educational circumstances 
remained the same and two were unknown. I t must be remembered 
however t h a t the number of f a m i l i e s i n terviewed was small and 
t h a t t h e i r s i t u a t i o n s may not r e f l e c t what i s happening i n other 
p a r t s of the region or n a t i o n a l l y . What i t does show however i s 
the d i f f i c u l t y i n v o l ved w i t h the changing s i t u a t i o n of many of 
the T r a v e l l e r s t o provide adequate and s u i t a b l e education w i t h 
c o n t i n u i t y , and the d i f f i c u l t y of breaking down the p r e j u d i c e 
many T r a v e l l e r parents have about secondary education. 
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The examination of a r e g i o n i n depth concerning the p r o v i s i o n of 
f a c i l i t i e s and education f o r T r a v e l l e r s over a p e r i o d of two 
years has i l l u s t r a t e d the many changes t a k i n g place w i t h i n t h i s 
f i e l d . Three new c o u n c i l s i t e s have been opened, g i v i n g 51 new 
pi t c h e s but u n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e i s no record of the number of 
t r a d i t i o n a l u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s , used as stopping places by 
T r a v e l l e r s f o r generations, which have been b u i l t on or blocked 
o f f . 

The p r o v i s i o n of these three s i t e s does not however mean t h a t 
there are enough p i t c h e s f o r the T r a v e l l e r s t h a t r e s o r t t o the 
area, nor does i t mean t h a t t h e s i t e s are s i t u a t e d where the 
T r a v e l l e r s would p r e f e r them t o be. There i s o f t e n much p u b l i c 
o p p o s i t i o n t o the p o s i t i o n i n g of s i t e s . Nobody wants a s i t e near 
them and so us u a l l y the s i t e s are a t the edge of i n d u s t r i a l 
estates, some distance away from f a c i l i t i e s such as schools and 
shops. 

The r e g u l a t i o n s on o f f i c i a l s i t e s may p r o h i b i t or severely 
r e s t r i c t the T r a v e l l e r from working on the s i t e , The keeping of 
hens, goats and horses, which i s important t o some Gypsies, i s 
forbidden on the m a j o r i t y of s i t e s . P r o h i b i t i v e s i t e r e n t s i n 
some areas a l s o means t h a t T r a v e l l e r s may lose t h e i r f i n a n c i a l 
independence and have t o apply t o the D.H.S.S. t o be able t o 
a f f o r d t o l i v e on a s i t e . I t i s no wonder t h a t there are s t i l l 
some T r a v e l l e r s who p r e f e r harrassment on roadside verges t o the 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on l i f e s t y l e which there may be on o f f i c i a l s i t e s . 
Many T r a v e l l e r s , personal c o n t a c t s of the w r i t e r , lament the la c k 
of freedom they now have and r e f e r t o themselves as l i v i n g on 
reservations. 

The problem now l i e s w i t h i l l - p l a n n e d s i t e s planned by gorgios 
not T r a v e l l e r s , l o c a t i o n of s i t e s by gorgio pressure not 
T r a v e l l e r s ' requests, and r e s t r i c t i v e measures implemented by 
gorgios on T r a v e l l e r s . Although these measures are i n fo r c e , i t 
i s not too l a t e , i f the s i t u a t i o n i s t o be improved, f o r 
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T r a v e l l e r s t o be more a c t i v e l y Involved I n decisions which are 
made concerning them. 

As has been s t a t e d e a r l i e r i n the t e x t , one cannot look a t 
education of T r a v e l l e r s ' c h i l d r e n , nor f o r t h a t matter of any 
c h i l d , i n i s o l a t i o n . To educate the c h i l d knowledge of t h a t 
c h i l d ' s c u l t u r e , home circumstances and the expectations of the 
parents must a l l be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The w r i t e r i n 
working w i t h T r a v e l l e r s f o r f o u r years was p r i v i l e g e d t o make 
f i r m c ontacts w i t h some f a m i l i e s which remained i n the Cleveland 
area f o r t h a t period. 

These T r a v e l l e r f a m i l i e s , the m a j o r i t y of whom were on o f f i c i a l 
s i t e s , recognised the need f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o acquire the 
s k i l l s of reading and w r i t i n g . The i n c r e a s i n g amount of 
paperwork, forms and agreements t o complete, t h a t need 
understanding before signature so one i s not t o be cheated, has 
i n f l u e n c e d the T r a v e l l e r s i n t h e i r r e c o g n i t i o n of the needs, and 
indeed demands, f o r these s k i l l s . 

Although the demand f o r education may be the r e , access t o i t may 
not be easy. The l o c a t i o n of the s i t e s may make the walk t o 
school hazardous and i n bad weather u n i n v i t i n g . The a v a i l a b i l i t y 
of No-Area Pool money f o r t r a n s p o r t i s used by some L.E.A.s and 
not others. Where t r a n s p o r t i s provided attendance i s more 
re g u l a r , which b e n e f i t s both school and p u p i l s . When T r a v e l l e r s 
have moved from an area where t r a n s p o r t i s a v a i l a b l e t o one i n 
which t r a n s p o r t i s not provided d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s e because the 
l o g i c of why one a u t h o r i t y provides t r a n s p o r t and another does 
not i s not easy t o explain, nor i s i t i n the w r i t e r ' s experience 
very l o g i c a l , The f a c t t h a t money f o r t r a n s p o r t f o r T r a v e l l e r s 
i s 100% refundable from a c e n t r a l government fund i l l u s t r a t e s 
t h a t t here i s a recognised need f o r t h i s p r o v i s i o n . One county 
i n the study region w i l l not provide a s e r v i c e f o r T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n , even a f t e r r e c e i v i n g p e t i t i o n s from the T r a v e l l e r s , 
recommendations from the teachers of T r a v e l l e r s , l e t t e r s from 
heads of schools w i t h T r a v e l l e r p u p i l s and Education So c i a l 
Workers, because they do not want t o make T r a v e l l e r s a s p e c i a l 
case. The f a c t t h a t the same L.E.A. uses the No Area Pool 
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Funding t o provide teachers f o r T r a v e l l e r s and resources seems 
immaterial t o t h i s argument and makes i t d i f f i c u l t t o understand 
the l o g i c of such c o n f l i c t i n g p o l i c i e s . 

Notwithstanding the d i f f i c u l t i e s of the l o c a t i o n of the s i t e and 
whether or not t r a n s p o r t i s provided access t o a school may s t i l l 
be f r a u g h t w i t h d i f f i c u l t i e s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y there are s t i l l some 
headteachers, governing bodies and parents who do not want 
T r a v e l l e r s i n t h e i r schools. T r a v e l l e r s who have approached 
schools t o e n r o l t h e i r c h i l d r e n , a f t e r g i v i n g t h e i r address, 
whether i t be on an o f f i c i a l or u n o f f i c i a l s i t e , have been t o l d 
by the head or s e c r e t a r y t h a t the school i s f u l l . This does not 
encourage parents who may have had unhappy school experiences or 
had no schooling themselves, t o p e r s i s t i n t r y i n g t o get t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n i n t o school 

The 'poor p r a c t i c e ' i d e n t i f i e d by the opera t i o n of the 'open 
door' p o l i c y , i n the H.M.I. Discussion document i s s t i l l i n 
evidence i n the study region, but the s i t u a t i o n i s changing. I n 
the two years 1987/1988 three L.E.A.s s t a r t e d t o use the No Area 
Pool Fund t o provide e x t r a teaching assistance and resources f o r 
the c h i l d r e n of T r a v e l l e r s and another L.E.A. i s i n the process 
of making new appointments i n t h i s f i e l d . This only leaves 3 
L.E.A.s out of the 10 i n the Study Region which have no s p e c i f i c 
p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r s but none of these has any o f f i c i a l Gypsy 
s i t e s i n t h e i r area and they do not f e e l they need any p r o v i s i o n . 
Unfortunately none of these L.E.A.s has a key person w i t h whom t o 
i d e n t i f y i f T r a v e l l e r s do r e s o r t t o t h a t p a r t i c u l a r area. 

T r a v e l l e r parents may be keen f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o go t o school 
but fear l o s i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o a system which has d i f f e r e n t 
c u l t u r a l and value systems. I l l i t e r a c y i s not longer a 
p r o t e c t i o n against a r a p i d l y developing s o c i e t y where there i s 
increa s i n g emphasis on paperwork, indeed i t i s a disadvantage. 
T r a d i t i o n a l trades have t o adapt t o modern times and l i t e r a c y may 
be an important aspect of t h i s . The t o o l of l i t e r a c y f a c i l i t a t e s 
adaptation and i t i s n a t u r a l f o r parents t o both f e a r and welcome 
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t h i s and the changes t h i s may b r i n g about. School plays a 
s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t i n these developments. 

How the T r a v e l l e r parent and c h i l d are received a t school by a l l 
s t a f f from the Headteacher t o the dinner lady w i l l g r e a t l y 
i n f l u e n c e t h e i r a t t i t u d e towards the education system. I n the 
w r i t e r ' s experience, where there has been l i a i s o n by the teacher 
of T r a v e l l e r s between the school and the incoming f a m i l y , there 
has been a p o s i t i v e image on both sides. Where a T r a v e l l e r 
f a m i l y has presented i t s e l f a t school unannounced i t has been 
observed there has been a panic r e a c t i o n . Fear of the unknown, 
stemming from a h i s t o r y of negative s t e r e o t y p i n g , c o l o u r s the 
school's expectations, which may be of uncleanliness, t h i e v i n g 
and u n c o n t r o l l a b l e behaviour. These r e a c t i o n s i l l u s t r a t e the 
necessity of good l i a i s o n between the schools and T r a v e l l e r s t o 
break down the negative images both have of each other and t o 
promote genuine understanding. The importance of a wider 
approach i n the education o f teachers, other agencies who may be 
involved w i t h T r a v e l l e r s and i n schools where there are no 
T r a v e l l e r p u p i l s t o break down these negative images cannot be 
stressed enough i f the T r a v e l l e r s are t o receive equal and 
appropriate treatment. 

In-set work i n schools w i t h both s t a f f and p u p i l s , i n schools 
w i t h or without T r a v e l l e r p u p i l s , has begun t o be t a c k l e d by some 
L.E.A.s i n the region. The p r o v i s i o n of teachers f o r T r a v e l l e r 
education and the l i n k s which have been formed i n the Region 
between these s t a f f enable s t a f f development t o take place. The 
N.E. Region was a l s o w e l l represented a t the D.E.S. Course on 
T r a v e l l e r Education held i n J u l y 1988 when e i g h t out of the ten 
L.E.A.s i n the study r e g i o n had r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s present. 

Though there have been improvements i n p r o v i s i o n i n the N. E. 
Region, there i s no need f o r complacency. There are s t i l l some 
gaps and poor p r a c t i c e , as w e l l as issues such as poor secondary 
attendance, pre-school p r o v i s i o n and i r r e l e v a n t c u r r i c u l u m i n 
some schools, t o be t a c k l e d . Increasing r e g i o n a l co-operation, 
l i n k i n g i n w i t h n a t i o n a l groups, a very supportive H.H.I, and a 
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commitment by many t o improving the p r o v i s i o n so t h a t i t equals 
the very best i s very p o s i t i v e . 

I n a l l the new i n i t i a t i v e s and improvements t a k i n g place i n the 
r e g i o n there i s i n c r e a s i n g emphasis on the importance of l i a i s o n 
w i t h T r a v e l l e r parents. 
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HYPOTHESES KHlTtBHBP 

Each hypothesis as s t a t e d a t the beginning of t h i s study i s 
examined i n the l i g h t of evidence and arguments brought t o bear 
i n the course of t h i s research. 

1. The Government p o l i c y of p r o v i d i n g s i t e s i s as much f o r the 
c o n t r o l as f o r the b e n e f i t of T r a v e l l e r s . 

The 1968 Caravan S i t e s Act which came i n t o f o r c e i n 1970 s t a t e d 
t h a t . , . B i t s h a l l be the duty of every l o c a l a u t h o r i t y . . . s o f a r 
as may be necessary t o provide adequate accommodation f o r Gypsies 
r e s i d i n g i n or r e s o r t i n g t o t h e i r area." 1 

The c a r r o t held out t o Boroughs and Counties of designation, 
whereby they were given increased powers t o c o n t r o l unauthorised 
camping by T r a v e l l e r s i f they provided enough p i t c h e s , encouraged 
some a u t h o r i t i e s t o provide s i t e s t o c o n t r o l the number of 
caravans i n t h e i r area. The law, t h e r e f o r e , i s used as a means 
of l i m i t i n g the number of caravans w i t h i n a c e r t a i n designated 
area. This i s the only law i n the country which r e s t r i c t s the 
numbers of an e t h n i c group, the Gypsies, who r e s i d e i n an area. 

That there are not enough o f f i c i a l s i t e s provided i n the country 
means t h a t many T r a v e l l e r s are c o n t i n u a l l y f o r c e d t o break the 
law, I f they cannot f i n d a place on an o f f i c i a l s i t e , T r a v e l l e r s 
on u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s may 'escape' i n t o a house t o avoid c o n t i n u a l 
harrassment. 

The T r a v e l l e r on an o f f i c i a l s i t e has a c o n t r o l l e d existence, 
which i s u s u a l l y very d i f f e r e n t from the c u l t u r a l l i f e s t y l e he 
would choose. For the p r i c e of running water, e l e c t r i c i t y , an 
amenity block and freedom from harrassment the T r a v e l l e r loses a 
l o t of h i s independence. The freedom t o choose h i s neighbours, 
t o keep animals, a place t o work and o f t e n f i n a n c i a l independence 
may be l o s t . 

The b a r r i e r at the entrance t o the s i t e may be s t r i c t l y 
c o n t r o l l e d by a s i t e warden who w i l l keep the key. L o r r i e s may 
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be r e s t r i c t e d from e n t e r i n g the s i t e a f t e r 5 o'clock i f the 
b a r r i e r i s down. I f the b a r r i e r i s locked a t n i g h t and the 
warden i s n ' t a v a i l a b l e emergency v e h i c l e s such as f i r e engines 
and ambulances do not have access. Wo other group i s so 
r e s t r i c t e d . 

S ites i n the Government's eyes may be g i v i n g the T r a v e l l e r s the 
basic human r i g h t of somewhere t o l i v e but are also making sure 
t h a t i t i s a secure place where numbers and l i f e s t y l e i n 
r e s t r i c t e d as has been i l l u s t r a t e d i n the s e c t i o n on S i t e 
Provision i n the Study Region. 

2. Education w i t h i n schools i s not . e s s e n t i a l t o the 
T r a v e l l e r s . 

The low school attendance of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n the United 
Kingdom estimated a t between 10 and 25 percent i n 1969-701 and 
between 20 and 70 percent i n Europe* does not n e c e s s a r i l y mean 
that the c h i l d r e n attended school r e g u l a r l y . Although the 
s t a t i s t i c s do not show t h i s the w r i t e r s experience of n a t i o n a l 
and r e g i o n a l f i g u r e s suggests t h a t the m a j o r i t y of c h i l d r e n would 
be of primary school age. 

The attendance of the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d i n school may be determined 
bv the chance f o r the f a m i l y t n have a secure s t o p p i n g place. 
The T r a v e l l e r , even though he may wish education f o r h i s c h i l d 
may have t o stop t r a v e l l i n g t o ensure a continuous education 
which w i l l a f f e c t the f a m i l y ' s whole l i f e s t y l e , or s t i l l t r a v e l , 
which could have a d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t on the c h i l d ' s education. 

A T r a v e l l e r who sends h i s c h i l d t o school i s concerned about the 
influence school has and the values which he may not want h i s 
c h i l d t o acquire. The non-attendance a t school of T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n mainly of secondary age, i s u s u a l l y a conscious decision 
on the part of the parents who do not want t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o be 
formed and a l t e r e d by the education process. The T r a v e l l e r 
parents and indeed c h i l d r e n wish t o be economically v i a b l e , the 
c h i l d r e n a c t i n g as apprentices t o other members of the f a m i l y . 
In the Council of Europe's p u b l i c a t i o n "Gypsies and T r a v e l l e r s " 
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soma B r i t i s h T r a v e l l e r s r e j e c t school saying t h a t "school has a 
bad e f f e c t on memory and t h a t the 'educated' are r a r e l y able t o 
commit songs, addresses or telephone numbers t o memory without 
w r i t i n g them down." 3 As other T r a v e l l e r s have s a i d i n regard t o 
education, "what they l a c k i n education they make up f o r i n 
common sense. "•* I n t h e w r i t e r ' s experience t h i s i s i n v a r i a b l y 
t r u e , the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n showing a p t i t u d e i n p r a c t i c a l 
matters and having a s t r o n g sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y towards other 
members of the f a m i l y . 

The study found t h a t the m a j o r i t y of T r a v e l l e r parents see 
education s o l e l y i n terms of the a c q u i s i t i o n of l i t e r a c y and 
numeracy. U n t i l the parents are s a t i s f i e d t h a t .the education 
schools provide i s r e l e v a n t t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s l i f e s t y l e and 
economic v i a b i l i t y , then school w i l l not be a dominant p a r t of 
T r a v e l l e r l i f e . 

3. T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n are more l i k e l y t o a t t e n d i f t h e i r 
parents have had some education than those who have not had 
any. 

The sample of parents i n t e r v i e w e d f o r t h i s study was small but i t 
covered the spectrum of accommodation from u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s t o 
housed T r a v e l l e r s . As was Rtated e a r l i e r i n the study only f o u r 
mothers interviewed had attended school r e g u l a r l y , two had been 
occ a s i o n a l l y and f o u r had never attended school. Compared t o the 
educational experience of t h e i r parents attendance was very 
s i m i l a r . The c h i l d r e n of those i n t e r v i e w e d showed a much 
stronger p a t t e r n of school attendance w i t h c h i l d r e n of seven of 
the f a m i l i e s a t t e n d i n g school a t the time of the i n t e r v i e w . Of 
the other three f a m i l i e s one had attended primary school u n t i l he 
was twelve and was a t the time of the i n t e r v i e w r e c e i v i n g home 
t u i t i o n . The remaining two f a m i l i e s were on u n o f f i c i a l s i t e s and 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n were r e c e i v i n g o n - s i t e p r o v i s i o n from a 
p e r i p a t e t i c teacher of T r a v e l l e r s . The c h i l d r e n of both f a m i l i e s 
had received some education i n schools when they were on s i t e s 
more conducive t o school attendance. 
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Although no f i r m conclusions can be reached from t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n 
i t would appear t h a t from the data c o l l e c t e d a l l the T r a v e l l e r 
parents are keen f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o have school experience 
even though many d i d not have t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y themselves. I n 
the county where the i n t e r v i e w s took place p o s i t i v e approaches 
are made t o the f a m i l i e s by the p e r i p a t e t i c teacher of T r a v e l l e r s 
t o encourage the c h i l d r e n i n t o school, which may have influenced 
t h i s trend. 

4. Teachers regard a s s i m i l a t i o n of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n 
school as a p o s i t i v e step. 

This hypothesis was too narrow i n i t s i n c e p t i o n and should have 
encompassed s o c i e t y as a whole i n regard t o the a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t 
views. As was discussed i n the f i r s t hypothesis the l e g i s l a t i o n 
passed by government and implemented by the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s was 
intended p r i m a r i l y as a measure of c o n t r o l . S i t e s are seen as a 
short term expedient w i t h i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o the dominant s o c i e t y 
being the long term o b j e c t i v e . 

Access t o Education i s one f a c t o r which may encourage T r a v e l l e r s 
t o prolong s t a y i n g i n one area. As has been shown e a r l i e r i n the 
study parents have an i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s education, 
although t h i s may be expressed e x c l u s i v e l y i n terms of the value 
of reading and w r i t i n g . But education i s much wider than t h a t 
and i s a means by which the ideology of the s t a t e i s imparted t o 
the c h i l d r e n . The i d e a l t h a t hard work w i l l be rewarded w i t h 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s and hence a p r i v i l e g e d place i n our h i e r a c h i c a l 
s o c i e t y i s promoted. School also i n s t i l l s competitiveness i n 
c h i l d r e n and r e i n f o r c e s the ideology of the dominant s o c i e t y as 
being the ' r i g h t ' one. Any groups outside the mainstream s o c i e t y 
as the T r a v e l l e r s , are regarded as deviant. 

I t i s the teacher him/herself who i s i n the f r o n t l i n e , when i t 
comes t o pe r p e t u a t i n g the educational philosophy of the st a t e . 
The teacher's p e r c e p t i o n of T r a v e l l e r s and t h e i r c u l t u r e g r e a t l y 
i n f l u e n c e s the approach and aim when educating T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n . Many teachers see T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n as being s o c i a l l y 
and c u l t u r a l l y deprived w i t h nD r e a l c u l t u r e of t h e i r own. They 
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see i t as t h e i r duty t o i n s t i l i n T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n the values 
and a s p i r a t i o n s of mainstream s o c i e t y . A c h i l d who ' f i t s i n t o ' 
the c l a s s i s a success i n most teacher's eyes, conforming t o the 
norm. Teachers may fear T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n because of the 
openness of approach, questioning what they are taught and 
i n q u i s i t i v e n e s s they b r i n g i n t o the classroom, as i l l u s t r a t e d 
e a r l i e r i n the study. Unfortunately i n schools there are s t i l l 
many myths and stereotypes which are embodied i n teacher's minds 
and a t t i t u d e s . U n t i l there i s a r e c o g n i t i o n of T r a v e l l e r c u l t u r e 
and a respect f o r the b e l i e f s and values these c h i l d r e n b r i n g 
i n t o school teachers w i l l continue t o suppress these q u a l i t i e s 
and work towards a s s i m i l a t i o n , the achievement of which i s 
success i n the eyes of most teachers. 

Increased education of teachers t o make them aware of and t o 
value other c u l t u r e s , as recommended i n the Swann Report i s 
e s s e n t i a l i f there i s t o be e q u a l i t y of o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a l l 
c h i l d r e n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y the implementation of the National 
Curriculum i n 1989 may r e s t r i c t i n d i v i d u a l i s m amongst both 
teachers and c h i l d r e n and make conformity even more valued. 

SHmroaxy. 

The f o u r hypotheses were chosen t o give a s t r u c t u r e t o the study 
and they posed questions i n areas where vpry l i t t l e research has 
been done. I n the development of the study and c o l l e c t i o n of 
data questions arose which went beyond the hypotheses and the 
hypotheses became a smaller p a r t of the whole. The o r i g i n a l 
hypotheses were kept as they were h e l p f u l i n the way the study 
was planned and formed a f i r m basis f o r the o r i g i n a l research. 

1. C. Reiss, Education of T r a v e l l e r C h i l d r e n (1975) p. 22. 
2. Jean P i e r r e L i e g i o i s Gypsies and T r a v e l l e r s (1987) p. 140. 
3. L i e g i o i s op. c i t . p.142. 
4. Education f o r A l l Swann Report (1986) p. 744. 
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CCHSMJMSQH BETHBBff THE GOOD PRACTICE IDENTIFIED 1M THE 
D.38.S. PXSCPSSIQli PAPER MB THE PMWISIQM ITS THE STffDY REGIOEf 

The q u a l i t y of education p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n the 
North East Region i s compared w i t h the good p r a c t i c e i n t h i s 
f i e l d which i s h i g h l i g h t e d by i n the D.E.S. Discussion Paper and 
r e i n f o r c e d by the Swann Report. 

The Discussion Paper acknowledges the need f o r a v a r i e t y of 
s t r u c t u r e d responses t o the educational needs of T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n . Although the needs may d i f f e r f o r the d i f f e r e n t 
T r a v e l l e r groups the Paper f e e l s t h a t the underlying p r i n c i p l e s 
should be the same. 

i "arrangements t o o b t a i n up t D date i n f o r m a t i o n about the 
needs f o r p r o v i s i o n and the extent t o which i t i s being 
made" 

One of the purposes of t h i s study was t o o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n about 
both the need f o r education f o r T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n and the extent 
t o which i t i s being made i n t h e N.E. Region. There was no 
l i a i s o n between L.E.A.s on T r a v e l l e r education or p r o v i s i o n . 
Some a u t h o r i t i e s were unaware t h a t the Wo Area Pool could be used 
t o finance such p r o v i s i o n and were made aware of t h i s by the 
wrttpr• Since 1966 there have been r a p i d changes w i t h i n the 
Region which had been a desert f o r T r a v e l l e r education p r o v i s i o n 
compared w i t h the r e s t of the country. Two counties which 
h i t h e r t o had no s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r s , apart from 
remedial help where necessary, now have appointed teachers w i t h a 
l i a i s o n r o l e . This w i l l overcome the poor p r a c t i c e of the 'open 
door p o l i c y ' . Two boroughs have appointed teachers both of whom 
are school based but are al s o responsible f o r l i a i s o n . (See 
Section on Education P r o v i s i o n i n the Study Region). A large 
county L.E.A. has appointed a c o - o r d i n a t o r t o oversee p r o v i s i o n 
made w i t h i n the county. Another county, although i t has a school 
based s t a f f , i s hoping t o appoint a co-ordinator. Thus there 
have been dramatic changes w i t h i n the M.E. Region as t o the 
amount of p r o v i s i o n but there i s no cause f o r complacency; as yet 
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the p r o v i s i o n i s sparse i n some areas and needs t o be f u r t h e r 
developed. 

i i ) " d e s i g n a t i o n of key personnel who w i l l be responsible a t 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , welfare and school l e v e l s f o r T r a v e l l e r 
education," 

At the onset of t h i s study the w r i t e r had d i f f i c u l t y i n 
i d e n t i f y i n g personnel i n seven out of the ten L.E.A.s who were 
responsible f o r T r a v e l l e r education. Three of the L.E.As s t a t e d 
t h a t they had no Gypsy s i t e s i n t h e i r area and so had no problem. 
But i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t one of those L.E.A.s allowed 
an adviser t o a t t e n d the D.E.S. Course held i n Nottingham i n J u l y 
1988. I t i s known t o the w r i t e r , through T r a v e l l e r contacts, 
t h a t one of these areas r e g u l a r l y has u n o f f i c i a l encampments of 
T r a v e l l e r s . Of the other f o u r L.E.A.s a l l have now made or are 
i n the process of making s p e c i f i c education p r o v i s i o n f o r 
T r a v e l l e r s and have key personnel i n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and i n 
teaching able t o represent t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . 

i i i ) "the development of a comprehensive p o l i c y f o r s t a f f i n g , 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , p r o f e s s i o n a l support and i n - s e r v i c e 
t r a i n i n g , l i a i s o n w i t h parents, the p r o v i s i o n of adequate 
resources and co - o r d i n a t i o n between the education s e r v i c e 
and other s t a t u t o r y and v o l u n t a r y agencies." 

Each a u t h o r i t y w i t h i n the study r e g i o n has d i f f e r e n t needs and 
s i t u a t i o n s t o contend with. A l l the a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t provide 
support f o r T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n now have a l i a i s o n element, which 
means l i n k s w i t h parents are strengthened. The services provided 
may come under s p e c i a l needs, m u l t i c u l t u r a l or primary 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I t i s hoped t h a t t h i s l i a i s o n w i t h parents a l s o 
allows f o r c o - o r d i n a t i o n between other agencies. I n one county 
there are r e g u l a r termly meetings between education, h e a l t h , 
E.S.W.s, s i t e managers and t r e a s u r e r s t o discuss p e r t i n e n t 
issues. U n f o r t u n a t e l y no T r a v e l l e r i s i n v i t e d t o be present a t 
these meetings. I n the same county, s i t e agency meetings are 
held, when teachers, h e a l t h v i s i t o r s , environmental h e a l t h 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , s i t e managers and T r a v e l l e r s attend. These 
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meetings are t o co-ordinate services on the s i t e . Other 
a u t h o r i t i e s also hold co-ordinated meetings between agencies. 

In-service t r a i n i n g may be d i f f i c u l t t o arrange i n such a 
m i n o r i t y f i e l d but r e g i o n a l meetings f o r teachers of T r a v e l l e r s 
have now been est a b l i s h e d . The f i r s t meeting, h e l d i n Cleveland 
(Spring 1988), was h i s t o r i c i n t h a t i t brought together teachers 
of T r a v e l l e r s i n the N.E. Region f o r the f i r s t time. The 
consensus was t h a t the t e r m l y meetings would be b e n e f i c i a l g i v i n g 
opportunity f o r s e l f development, exchanging of ideas and 
materials, support and c o - o r d i n a t i o n . Meetings have since been 
held i n Huaberside (Summer 1988) where the Bradford team of 
teachers i l l u s t r a t e d how they worked, and Gateshead (Autumn 1988) 
where T r a v e l l e r s attended and there was an open forum f o l l o w e d by 
a discussion on records. The next meeting i s scheduled t o take 
place i n H. Yorks (Spring 1989). These meetings are supported by 
a l l seven L.E.A.s which make s p e c i f i c p r o v i s i o n f o r T r a v e l l e r 
education. 

i v ) "arrangements t o ensure contact w i t h parents of t r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n a t the pre-school stage." 

This age group i s one which i s neglected i n the region. Apart 
from nursery p r o v i s i o n on one s i t e , which has close l i n k s w i t h 
the l o c a l primary school and another area where a play bus goes 
on the s i t e two h a l f days a week there i s no s p e c i f i c p r o v i s i o n , 
teachers who have a l i a i s o n r o l e w i l l promote nursery attendance, 
i f there are places a v a i l a b l e as w i l l E.W.O.s. But nursery 
schools o f t e n have w a i t i n g l i s t s and by the time a place i s 
a v a i l a b l e the T r a v e l l e r w i l l have moved on. Obviously more 
emphasis needs t o be placed on pre-school education which means 
r e d i r e c t i o n of the teacher's time or i n c r e a s i n g resources i n the 
way of both s t a f f and f a c i l i t i e s . 

v) "arrangements t o promote attendance of c h i l d r e n a t school, 
or, a l t e r n a t i v e l y , p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n some form of f u l l time 
intermediate p r o v i s i o n , i r r e s p e c t i v e of the l e g a l i t y of the 
parents' place of residence" 
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The emphasis i n the r e g i o n i s of p o s i t i v e encouragement i n t o 
education r a t h e r than coercion. There i s s t i l l debate w i t h i n the 
region, and n a t i o n a l l y , as t o whether the law t o make c h i l d r e n 
attend school i s v i a b l e or not. One county w i t h i n the Study 
Region has made a p o s i t i v e decision t o avoid the use of law t o 
make the c h i l d r e n a t t e n d school. E.S.W.s work c l o s e l y w i t h 
teachers of T r a v e l l e r s and f a m i l i e s t o encourage the c h i l d r e n 
i n t o school. This does not happen i n a l l L.E.A.s. Although not 
always successful i t i s f e l t more would be l o s t through 
prosecution because any s i b l i n g s would be l o s t from the education 
system i f f a m i l i e s moved on and r e l a t i o n s h i p s of the a u t h o r i t i e s 
w i t h other T r a v e l l e r f a m i l i e s would be impaired. I t i s a very 
d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n where a u t h o r i t y does not want t o be seen t o 
be t r e a t i n g one s e c t i o n of the community d i f f e r e n t l y from any 
other. 

v i ) "a w i l l i n g n e s s on the p a r t of schools t o respond 
s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y and f l e x i b l y t o the s p e c i a l needs of 
t r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n . " 

Schools which are s i t u a t e d close t o o f f i c i a l s i t e s are used t o 
having T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n attending but t h i s does not mean t h a t 
a l l such schools are able t o meet t h e i r needs or always have good 
p r a c t i c e . I n the w r i t e r ' s experience some schools because of 
occasional behaviour, attendance Dr c l e a n l i n e s s problems do not 
welcome T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n . Although the teacher of T r a v e l l e r s 
may t r y t o ameliorate the s i t u a t i o n , the concerted p r e j u d i c e of 
an entrenched, e s t a b l i s h e d s t a f f , i n the w r i t e r ' s experience, 
w i l l not be overcome i n a short space of time. I n such a 
s i t u a t i o n , where t h e r e i s a r i g i d system the teacher may be 
p o s i t i v e l y encouraged t o segregate the c h i l d f o r teaching. To 
i l l u s t r a t e the d i f f e r i n g responses of schools t o the s i t u a t i o n 
two t e n year o l d T r a v e l l e r boys, both v i r t u a l l y i l l i t e r a t e , moved 
i n t o a county. One became housed and the o t h e r moved onto a 
r e s i d e n t i a l s i t e i B > f o r the winter, so both boys were s e t t l e d 
f o r a t l e a s t a few months. A was placed i n a f o u r t h year class. 
Each morning he attended a s p e c i a l needs u n i t i n the school 
b u i l d i n g as h i s teacher could not cope w i t h him. He had support 
from a teacher of T r a v e l l e r s one afternoon a week who found there 
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was no l i a i s o n between the c l a s s teacher and s p e c i a l needs 
teacher as t o work covered or planned programme. The teacher of 
T r a v e l l e r s t r i e d t o f a c i l i t a t e t h i s but found d i f f i c u l t i e s i n an 
entrenched s t a f f and w i t h an i n d i f f e r e n t Head teacher. The c h i l d 
when i n h i s mainstream class was given the same work as the other 
c h i l d r e n i n c l u d i n g a s p e l l i n g t e s t where he got 1 out of 50. The 
next c h i l d up got 23 out of 50, 

C h i l d B was also placed i n a 4th. year class. The head teacher 
c a l l e d i n the teacher of T r a v e l l e r s and there was good l i a i s o n 
between the cl a s s teacher and teacher of T r a v e l l e r s who su p p l i e d 
m a t e r i a l s and gave i n - c l a s s support. The c h i l d p a r t i c i p a t e d a t 
a l l times w i t h i n the mainstream cl a s s . 

C h i l d r e n A and B both had su p p o r t i v e parents who were keen f o r 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o receive education. Both p u p i l s were clean, 
punctual and good attenders, yet the responses of the s t a f f and 
school t o t h e i r needs were very d i f f e r e n t . 

U n fortunately the responses of the schools t o s i t u a t i o n s cannot 
be generalised, nor should i t be, but the good p r a c t i c e of being 
f l e x i b l e t o the s p e c i a l needs of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n , indeed any 
c h i l d r e n , must be encouraged at a l l times. I n - s e r v i c e ^ f o r a l l 
schools t o promote good p r a c t i c e and c u l t u r a l awareness i s 
important, whether as p a r t of m u l t i c u l t u r a l awareness or t o 
i l l u s t r a t e the s p e c i a l needs of some c h i l d r e n . 

v i i ) "the encouragement of r e c e i v i n g schools and teachers t o 
acknowledge the d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e s of the t r a v e l l i n g way 
of l i f e ; t o devise programmes through which t r a v e l l e r 
p u p i l s can reveal t h e i r s t r e n g t h s and i n which they are not 
exposed without support t o h o s t i l i t y or r e j e c t i o n . " 

So much depends on the philosophy of the school as t o whether 
there i s a p o s i t i v e acknowledgement of a c h i l d ' s c u l t u r e or not. 
Teachers of T r a v e l l e r s have an important r o l e t o play i n t h e i r 
work i n schools. That there are now more teachers of T r a v e l l e r s 
employed w i t h i n the N.E. Begion i s encouraging, T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n b r i n g many s k i l l s t o school, such as good manipulative 
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and c o - o r d i n a t i o n s k i l l s which can be b u i l t on given the r i g h t 
educational environment. A r i c h c u l t u r e can be explored i n 
language and a r t and can be shared w i t h others. There are a 
number of good c h i l d r e n ' s books, which are s u i t a b l e f o r schools 
whether primary or secondary and should be p a r t of any school 
l i b r a r y . Again the i n - s e r v i c e ^ o i teachers i s important whether 
the teacher f o r T r a v e l l e r s goes i n t o work w i t h s t a f f or time i s 
set apart f o r a course. 

v i i i ) "a p o l i c y t o ensure assessment and e v a l u a t i o n at every 
stage, i s respect of educational progress and the q u a l i t y 
and e f f e c t i v e n e s s of p o l i c y and p r o v i s i o n " 

There i s much debate both n a t i o n a l l y and i n the r e g i o n about the 
keeping of records s p e c i f i c a l l y on T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n . I n J u l y 
1988 a meeting organised by N. A.T.T. at the request of the D.E.S. 
involved v o l u n t a r y organisations, Gypsy re p r e s e n t a t i v e s and 
T r a v e l l e r teachers, t o discuss education records f o r T r a v e l l e r 
c h i l d r e n . At the meeting a n a t i o n a l system was r e j e c t e d i n 
favour of a r e g i o n a l system, w i t h c l i e n t - h e l d records. I t was 
proposed t h a t t h e r e should be p i l o t schemes which would be 
evaluated and monitored. Fears at the meeting were expressed by 
some Gypsies and Gypsy support groups t h a t d e t a i l e d record 
keeping could be used against the T r a v e l l e r s as s o c i a l surveys 
c a r r i e d out i n Germany were iippd t.n i d e n t i f y and d i s c r i m i n a t e 
against Gypsies i n the Second World War, 

The North East Region as a newly cohesive group has had 
p r e l i m i n a r y d i s c u s s i o n on record keeping and i s t o formulate 
plans at the next meeting, but a t each stage there should be 
c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h T r a v e l l e r s l o c a l l y and the plans kept i n l i n e 
w i t h n a t i o n a l developments, 

None of the L.E.A.s i n the study r e g i o n make e x a c t l y the same 
p r o v i s i o n f o r the education of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n but most are 
now making s i g n i f i c a n t p r o v i s i o n . With the f i r m basis now 
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e s t a b l i s h e d of r e g i o n a l co-operation between L.E.A.s i t i s hoped 
t h a t the q u a l i t y of p r o v i s i o n w i l l become equal t o the best. 
Although s i t e p r o v i s i o n i s not w i t h i n the b r i e f of the L.E.A. the 
i n e x t r i c a b l e l i n k between adequate, secure s i t e p r o v i s i o n and 
education should encourage l i a i s o n w i t h housing a u t h o r i t i e s and 
a c t i o n t o promote the b u i l d i n g of enough s i t e s w i t h i n the region. 

Education of T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n needs t o be founded on the 
dynamism Df t h e i r c u l t u r e . At a l l times t h e r e must be necessary 
c o n s u l t a t i o n and c o - o r d i n a t i o n between the numerous bodies 
concerned, not l a s t the T r a v e l l e r s themselves, The nomadic 
l i f e s t y l e of the T r a v e l l e r s necessitates a f l e x i b l e , r e a l i s t i c 
approach from a l l agencies involved. Uo system can be s a i d t o be 
p e r f e c t . As w i t h the l i f e s t y l e of T r a v e l l e r s the s i t u a t i o n can 
r a p i d l y change but a t each stage i n the development there must be 
time f o r r e f l e c t i o n and assessment and.if necessary, adjustment. 
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The l i s t shows the spread o f anti-gypsy laws i n Europe- Each date 
i s when the f i r s t a n t i - g y p s y law was passed i n each country or s t a t e . 

1471 Lucerne 

1482 Brandenburg 

1484 Spain 

1498 Germany ( F r e i b u r g D i e t ) 

1524 Holland 

1526 Po r t u g a l 

1530 England 

1536 Denmark 

1539 France 

1540 Flanders 

1541 Scotland 

1549 Bohemia 

1557 Poland and L i t h u a n i a 

1637 Sweden 

L i s t compiled by Donald Kendrick and Grattan Puxon 

Destiny of Europe's Gypsies (1972) 
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WITHOUT CONSULTATION NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL IS P R O V I N G 
A PERMANENT G.PSV S.TE AT W E S T F , E , . D S HOUSE TILNEY 

I S 

IT MAY NOT BE AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR GARDEN 
BUT IT WILL EFFECT YOU AS IF IT WERE 

YOUR PROPERTY WILL BE DEVALUED AS MUCH AS 50 PER CENT 
WILL YOU BE HAPPY ABOUT LEAVING YOUR PROPERTY UNATTENDED 

WILL YOUR SCHOOL REMAIN AT THE SAME HIGH STANDARD 
THE DOGS - THE RUBBISH - THE SMELL - THE SCRAP - THE RODENTS 

THERE IS ALREADY AN EXISTING SITE CLOSE ON THE A47 
GIPSIES DON'T WANT TO LIVE NEAR US EITHER 

^ O ^ J ^ ^ COME TO THE MEETING AT 
TILNEY ALL SAINTS VILLAGE HALL on TUESDAY 13th AUGUST at 7.30p.m. 

AND AT 
TILNEY ST. LAWRENCE VILLAGE HALL on WEDNESDAY 14th AUGUST at 7.30 p. 

WRITE TO NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL (ADDRESS BELOW) 
FOLLOW YOUR LETTER WITH REGULAR TELEPHONE CALLS TO YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

AND YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR - THEIR PRIVATE TELEPHONE NUMBERS ARE:-

I . COUTTS, ESa, d i r . H. GOOSE NCC PLANNING Wi«bsch 583421 
NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL. Cllr. H. ROCKLIFFE NCC King's Lynn 810TS9 ^ ^-
COUNTY HALL. Cllr. S. DORRINGTON NCC Wisbech 880421 or King s Lynn 773529 
NORWICH, Cllr. B. HOWLING CHAIRMAN PLANNING WEST NORFOLK 
NORFOLK. DISTRICT COUNCIL King's Lynn 328428 
Tel: Norwich 10603) 611122 Cllr. E. GARNER WNDC Wisbech 880247 
Privato: Artleborough (0953) 850722CI!r. J .WRIGHT WNOC King's Lynn 82828S 

REMEMBER IF WE DON'T HARASS THE COUNCIL NOW 

WE SHALL BE HARASSED FOR THE REST OF OUR LIVES 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S CHAMBERS, 
LAW OFFICERS' DEPARTMENT, 

ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE, 
LONDON, WC2A 2LL 

Our Ref: 13/35/444 

24 O c t o b e r 1985 

E Frankharn Esq 
The Bungalow 
Roman Bank 
W a l p o l e S t Andrew 
Wisbech 
C a m b r i d g e s h i r e 

Dear Mr Frankham 

I r e f e r t o my l e t t e r t o y o u or 4 September 1985. I s h o u l d 
a l s o l i k e t o a c k n o w l e d g e r e c e i p t o f y o u r f u r c n e r l e t t e r o f 
9 O c t o b e r . 

The S o l i c i t o r G e n e r a l , i n t h e a b s e n c e o f t h e A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l , 
has c o n s i d e r e d t h e p o s t e r w h i c h you r e f e r r e d t o h i m * He has 
a i c n v-ian t h ^ * ^ a n n f i r^f 3 d v i c 2 f - Q r n t h e D i r e c t o r o f P u b l i c 
P r o s e c u t i o n s a b o u t t h i s m a t t e r . ? 

S e c t i o n 5 A . P u b l i c O r d e r A c t 1936 p r o v i d e s : 

"A p e r s o n c o m m i t s an o f f e n c e i f he p u b l i s h e s o r 
d i s t r i b u t e s w r i t t e n m a t t e r w h i c h i s t h r e a t e n i n g , 
a b u s i v e o r i n s u l t i n g i n a c a s e where, h a v i n g 
?re.gard t o a l l t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , h a t r e d i s l i k e l y 
t o be s t i r r e d up a g a i n s t any r a c i a l g r o u p i n 
G r e a t B r i t a i n by t h e m a t t e r o r words i n q u e s t i o n . " 

The S o l i c i t o r G e n e r a l i s n o t s a t i s f i e d t h a t t h i s l e a f l e t 
i n f r i n g e s t h e A c t and i n t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s does n o t p r o p o s e 
t o have e n q u i r i e s made a b o u t i t . N o n e t h e l e s s he i s g r a t e f u l 
t o you f o r t a k i n g t h e t r o u b l e t o w r i t e t o him a b o u t i t . 

Y o u r s s m c e r & l y x o u r s s m c e r a i i 

J S RINGGUTH 
(143) 

G T N 2921-
Dircct Line 01-936-

Communications on this subject should 
be addressed to 
T H E L E G A L S E C R E T A R Y 
A T T O R N E Y G E N E R A L ' S C H A M B E R S 
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I t ' s a s t t c k - u p 

f o r t h e l a w 
By D I A N E M A S S E Y 

A CITY'S Conservative leaders have been ac­
cused of inciting race hatred in the campaign 
for this week's local council elections. 

Tory officials in multi-racial Bradford were seen 
handing out car stickers with the message: "Keep the 
gipsies out. . . vote Conservative." They also posted 
leaflets through Asian homes, saying that Labour 
Party policies on gays, lesbians and sex equality 
were against moral teachings. ,~ 

But the campaign has backfired. ' The ' 500 
carstickers have been_withdrawu after protests. 

And Tory agent Richard 
Hughes • Roland MBE, 
whose name appears on 
the, has been, reported to 
the Director "of .Public: 
P r o s e c u t i o n s . — 

Last night. Mr Eric 
Pickles, . Conservative 
leader on Bradford 
Council, admitted the 
stickers were "rude and 
offensive." 
:. .But he added: " I think 
the DPP''will take- Into-
consideration the lack of. 
malice or racist .thoughts 
behind them." ;:"*•... 

Tommy Docherty, 
chairman of the Society 
of Travelling People,", 
said: "Gipsies are being 
used as-a. big election. 
Issue in Bradford and 
this sticker is an'insult" 
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Labour Campaign for T r a v e l l e r s ' Rights•< 
N e w s l e t t e r No 1. 

B r e n t C o u n c i l ' s Labour Group d e c i d e d 
i n November t o r e v e r s e i t s e n l i g h t e n e d 
p o l i c y o f n o n - e v i c t i o n and p r o v i s i o n o f 
s i t e s f o r T r a v e l l e r s - The r e a s o n s f o r 
t h i s t r a g i c p o l i c y r e v e r s a l , both known 
and s u s p e c t e d , w i l l be r e p o r t e d in 
a f u t u r e N e w s l e t t e r . However t h e r e s u l t 
i s t h a t B r e n t i s now e v i c t i n g f a m i l i e s 
from encampments i n the Borough, and 
i s t r e n c h i n g and b l o c k a d i n g t h e v a c a t e d 
s i t e s . 8ut t h e r e ' s more . . . 

mm 

mum 
^ r ^ ^ a j S y j g 
Some o f t h e T r a v e l l e r s e v i c t e d from 
B r e n t ' s F r y e n t Way were under s e i 
o n l y h o u r s l a t e r i n a d j o i n i n g Hamme 
-s m i t h f o r t r y i n g t o f i n d a s t o p p i 
p l a c e on a d e r e l i c t f a c t o r y s i t e 
S c r u b s L a n e . 
On S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n , 1 4 t h Februa 
1987, 20 f a m i l i e s p u l l e d onto th 
s i t e , and by Sunday morning ( 1 5 t h ) t 
owners h a d ' s e n t f l e e t s o f l o r r i e s 
t i p c l a y and r u b b l e i n t o t h e gateway 
t r a p p i n g t h e T r a v e l l e r s i n s i d e . Tf 
s e i g e went on f o r t h r e e d a y s and t h r 
n i g h t s . E a c h time t h e T r a v e l l e r s t r i 
t o d i g t h e m s e l v e s out, t h e l o r r i 
r e t u r n e d , 20 loads a t a t i m e . 
On T u e s d a y n i g h t ( 1 7 t h F e b ) t h e l o r r i 
r e t u r n e d f o r a f i f t h t i m e . The owns 
and t h e P o l i c e d i r e c t e d t h e l o r r i 
and b u l l d o z e r s as they t i p p e d more c l 
and r u b b l e t h i s t i me i n s i d e t h e s i 
and around i n d i v i d u a l c a r a v a n s , c u t t l 
them o f f from each o t h e r . Two b a b i e s 

• • • _ 
6 weeks and 15 months o l d were 
buried! a l i v e ira t h e i r c a r a v a n a s t h e 
machines i n c h e d f o r w a r d and p i l e d t h e 
c l a y and r u b b l e h i g h e r and h i g h e r . 
T h e i r t e r r i f i e d young mother was o n l y 
j u s t a b l e t o open t h e c a r a v a n door 
t o p l e a d w i t h t h e d r i v e r s 9 who l e f t 
'her c a r a v a n c o m p l e t e l y s u r r o u n d e d by 
e i g h t - t o t e n - f o o t h i g h mounds t h a t 
c o u l d be touched from i n s i d e t h e 'van-
The 6 week-old baby had been due t o 
r e c i e v e t r e a t m e n t a t hospital„ b u t 
her mother way unable t o g e t ou t , and 
the d o c t o r s c e r t a i n l y c o u l d n ' t g e t in., 
I n a n o t h e r p a r t o f t h e . s i t e s e v e n o t h e r 
c h i l d r e n under 5 were s i m i l a r l y entombed 
i n t h e i r own homes. 
The T r a v e l l e r s attempted t o r e a s o n 
humanity w i t h t h e po s s e o f t h e owners 
and t h e P o l i c e 9 a t l e a s t t o l e t them 
ge t t h e i r f a m i l i e s o u t I n t h e i r c a r s 0 p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t emergency s e r v i c e s 
would n o t be a b l e t o g e t t o them s h o u l d 
t h e r e be a f i r e . The r e s p o n s e t h a t 
came back was; " L e t t h e b u a a e r s b u r n ! " . 
Only 
made 

19th 

a f t e r Hammersmith C o u n c i l ha< 
t h r e a t e n i n g n o i s e s about b r e a c h e 

of the Health and S a f e t y A c t s did t h 
owners r e l e n t and on T h u r s d a y a f t e r n o o 

February„ t h e f a m i l i e s were du 
o u t 9 and gas f o r 
s e r v i c e s . 

c o u l d o b t a i n w a t e r , b o t t l e 
h e a t i n g , and o t h e r e s s e n t i a 

Now t h e s e T r a v e l l e r s y e t again f a c 
Court a c t i o n t o e v i c t them, w i t h n 
l e g a l o r s e c u r e p l a c e t o go« 
These h o r r i f i c s c e n e s a r e a d i r e c 
consequence o f t h e d e c i s i o n of Bre n t " 
Labour C o u n c i l l o r s t o change t h e i 
p o l i c y and e v i c t t h e f a m i l i e s , f o r c i n 
them t o f i n d somewhere e l s e t o l i v e 
L o c a l and n a t i o n a l government canno 
be a l l o w e d t o s h r u g o f f t h e i r d u t i e 
towards t h i s m i n o r i t y e t h n i c group 
W i t h i n t h e Labour P a r t y e a c h o f us mus 
t a k e t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o ensure this 
t h e P a r t y and i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s <j 
not f a i l 1m t h i s d u t y . 

Sara Holdlnc 
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Labour Campaign f o r T r a v e l l e r s ' Rights. 
Newsletter No 1 . 

T r a v e l l e r s i n u r b a n a r e a s f a c e m a s s i v e ! 
p o l i t i c a l and l o c a l o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e i r 
camping- Those i n S a l f o r d , n e x t door t o 
Manchester^ have had t o f a c e t h e f i e r c e 
p r e j u d i c e o f t h e l o c a l c o u n c i l f o r 20 
y e a r s a t l e a s t 9 and n o t h i n g , r e p e a t 
nothings h a s y e t b e e n p r o v i d e d i n t h e 
waV o f l e g a l accommodation f o r Trav-f 
- e l l e n c a r a v a n s . S a l f o r d C o u n c i l has 
p r e f e r r e d t o spend enormous amounts of 
the p u b l i c ' s money on l e g a l p r o c e e d i n g s 
a g a i n s t T r a v e l l e r s s t r e n c h i n g , e a r t r j 
mounding and o t h e r n e g a t i v e m e a s u r e s ] 
But then t h i s i s t h e same C o u n c i l that 
t r i e d , i n t h e mid 
t h e i r l i a b i l i t y t o 
i n u n f i t h o u s e s 9 and Court up t o t h e House 

1 9 7 0 ' s , t o evade 
c o u n c i l 

t h e y l o s t 
o f L o r d s . 

t e n a n t s 
i n e v e r y 

I t i s now n e a r l y 1 7 ^ - y e a r s s i n c e t h e 
Caravan S i t e s A c t came i n t o f o r c e . The 
l e g a l duty t o p r o v i d e s i t e s was on 
S a l f o r d C o r p o r a t i o n f r o m A p r i l 1970 
to A p r i l 1974. I t was t h e n on G r e a t e r 
Manchester C o u n c i l f r o m 1974 u n t i l 
March 1986; now t h e T o r i e s d e s p i c a b l e 

M n ^ v x t n n l U i n Cn,,^i-ir\r- U s e 
U I I I C l<l U | J U 1 I V U I I V U U I I b t \ - - J I l u j 

d u t y back on s h a m e f u l S a l f o r d . 
— . i 

i cmuv a i but t h e 
C o u n c i l . 

The C i t y o f S a l f o r d t r i e d t o t a k e t h e 
T r a v e l l e r s t o C o u r t s b u t t h e N a t i o n a l 
Gypsy C o u n c i l o b j e c t e d b e c a u s e t h e 
C i t y had f a i l e d t o make t h e n e c e s s a r y 
p r o v i s i o n . A t p r e s e n t t h e C o u n c i l 
a r e a r e t r y i n g t o make some p r o v i s i o n 

T r a v e l l e r s , b u t i t ' s n o t b e c a u s e 
T r a v e l l e r s h a v e nowhere t o go, 

f o r 
the 
and 
t o 
to 

Have t h i n g s changed? Or w i l l t h e y ? 
E a r l y l a s t y e a r ( 1 9 8 6 ) , l a r g e groups 
of T r a v e l l e r s were e v i c t e d f r om Man-
- c h e s t e r , a f t e r s t a y i n g t h e r e f o r many 
months. They t h e n moved t o B o l t o n , 
where t h e y were a g a i n e v i c t e d . T h e s e 
two towns had bot h p r o v i d e d t h e o b l i g ­
a t o r y 1 6 - s l a b s i t e , and were u s i n g 
t h e i r powers o f d e s i g n a t i o n t o e v i c t 
a l l o t h e r T r a v e l l e r s . T h e s e T r a v e l l e r s 
then moved t o S a l f o r d , w h i c h , a l t h o u g h 
i t has some s i t e s f o r F a i r g r o u n d p e o p l e , 
had s t i l l p r o v i d e d no accommodation 
f o r T r a v e l l e r s . . 

i t ' s n o t b e c a u s e t h e C o u n c i l w i s h 
conform t o t h e 1968 A c t . I t i s 
ge t a f r e e hand i n e v i c t i n g any 

rem a i n i n g T r a v e l l e r s , u s i n g tough e x t r a 
d e s i g n a t i o n powers„ T r a v e l l e r s have 
s u f f e r e d i n j u n c t i o n s banning them, 
i n d e f i n i t e l y and by name, from camping 
on any l a n d owned by S a l f o r d C o u n c i l . 
Adding d e s i g n a t i o n powers, even w i t h 
a s i t e , . would be t o add i n s u l t t o 
i n j u r y . 
Most c h i l d r e n o f t h e s e T r a v e l l e r s now 
a t t e n d l o c a l s c h o o l s . The Manchester 
& S a l f o r d H e a l t h C a r e Team p r o v i d e d 
many o f t h e n e c e s s a r y h e a l t h . f a c i l i t i e s . 
Once t h e s i t e i s e r e c t e d and t h e r e 
i s a l o t o f l o c a l o p p o s i t i o n , t h e n 
t h o s e T r a v e l l e r s u n l u c k y enough n o t t o 
get a s i t e w i l l l o s e t h e i r s c h o o l 
p l a c e s , t h e i r d o c t o r s and t h e i r h e a l t h 
v i s i t o r s , t h e i r work c o n t a c t s , • and 
any l e g a l p l a c e t o s t o p . Another l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t y w i l l then c a l l them t h e i r 
'problem* t o be e l i m i n a t e d , j u s t l i k e a 
TV a d v e r t i s e m e n t f o r a d e t e r g e n t , w h i c h 
p r i d e s i t s e l f on what i t removes. I f 
t h e s e powers come t o S a l f o r d , a l l t h e 
e f f o r t s t h a t have been made by l o c a l 
H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n and T r a v e l l e r S u p p o r t 
Groups, i n p r o v i d i n g them w i t h some 
form o f a c c e s s t o t h e i r r i g h t s , w i l l 
c e a s e . 

Dennis B i n n s and B i l l F o r r e s t e r . 
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Chart, t o Show S i t e P r o v i s i o n 

C o u n t y 

D i s t r l e t 

S i t e 

S i t e Owner 

S i t e O p e n e d 

D e s i g n a t i o n 

N o . P i t c h e s 

R e n t p e r Wk. 

E l e c t r i c p e r Wk. 

O t h e r C h a r g e s 

Work A r e a 

P l a y A r e a 

A l l o w e d on S i t e 

a P o u l t r y 

b Dogs b 
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C Costs 
'd Morses 

c 
d 

D L L a n ce t u : -

q S c h o o l 

k P u b l i c Tt a n s p o r t 

C S h o p s 

Q 

b 
c 

S I t o L o c a t i o n 

R u i a.l 

I n d u s t r i a . l 

C O t h e r 

a 
b 
c 

S i t e Warden '• -

(X R e s / n o n - r e s . 

b F u l l / p a i t - t i m e . 

O T i " f t V / 1 i u 1 1 ~ T i" a v 

a 
b 

How many r e n t s p a i d 
d i r e c t by D.H.S.S.? 
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Model Rules Recommended by the J o i n t 
Working Party o f the Local A u t h o r i t y 
Associations and the Gypsy Council 

1. The s i t e must by kept clean and t i d y . 
2. Rubbish must be put i n t o the bins provided. 
3. Damage must be paid f o r . 
4. Dogs and other pets are permitted o n l y i f they are kept under 

c o n t r o l . 
5. Sheds, t e l e v i s i o n a e r i a l s , fences, and other e r e c t i o n s can only 

be i n s t a l l e d w i t h the consent o f the c o u n c i l , which w i l l not be 
unreasonably w i t h h e l d . 

(Note: Model Standards (No.14) r e q u i r e a t l e a s t 30 square f e e t o f 
covered storage space per standing - we f e e l t h a t t h i s minimum 
should be provided and t h a t there should be no r e s t r i c t i o n s on i t s 
use. However, we accept t h a t some f a m i l i e s may need a d d i t i o n a l 
space and w h i l s t u l t i m a t e l y they may achieve t h i s by o b t a i n i n g a 
l a r g e r caravan t h e r e should be no o b j e c t i o n t o the Gypsy p r o v i d i n g 
an approved hut f o r t h i s need subject t o space being a v a i l a b l e ) . 

6. Speed l i m i t o f 5 m.p.h. a p p l i e s t o a l l s i t e roads. 
7. (a) S o r t i n g or storage o f m a t e r i a l i n any business i s permitted 

on, or alongside, a l o r r y , but the area must be l e f t t i d y when 
f i n i s h e d . Unwanted m a t e r i a l must be put i n t o the large 
containers p r o v i d e d , (b) Work must be c a r r i e d out i n the work 
area. 

8. Burning o f scrap and other p u b l i c nuisances are f o r b i d d e n . 
9. Car breaking and s i m i l a r work can o n l y be c a r r i e d out i n 

the work area provided. 
10. Advice on f i r e prevention and simple i n s t r u c t i o n on procedure 

i n case o f f i r e should be i n c l u d e d . 

And such ot h e r r u l e s as are p a r t i c u l a r t o any s i t e . 
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Paper by Thomas Acton Seven Wasted Year3 (1977) 

FAMILY TREE OF GYPSY AND PRO=GYPSY ORGANISATIONS -^C* = schism 

1966 

1970 

1972 

Gypsy Council 

1973 

1974 

1975 

Romani 
S i t e 
Owners 
Guild 
(RSOG) 

Southern 
Gypsy 
Council 
(SGC) 

Nationa l Gypsy 
Education Council 
(NGEC) 

N a t i o n a l 
Gypsy 
Council 
(NGC) 

i 

Regional 
NCEG 
groups 

1976 

Romani 
Action 
Group 
(RAG) 
& 

smaller bodies 

(IGC) 
I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l 
Gypsy 
c o u n c i l 

A s s o c i a t i o n of 
Gypsy and 
Romani o r g a n i s a t i o n 
(AGRO) 

Romany 
Guild 
(RG) , 

Advisory 
Council f o r 
the Education 
o f Gypsies & 
other T r a v e l l e r s 
(AGERT) 

1977 NGC Associa t i o n o f 
Gypsy Organisations 
(AGO) 

(ILGEG) 
Inner London 
/Gypsy Education 
Group 

NGEC ACERT• 
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C e n t r e f o r T r a v e l l e r E d u c a t i o n , 

O l d S c h o o l . 
V i c t o r i a Road, 

M i d d l e s b r o u g h , 
C l e v e l a n d . 

TS1 3QF 
1 s t . , D e c , 1 9 8 7 . 

D e a r 
I am c u r r e n t l y u n d e r t a k i n g - a r e s e a r c h s t u d y 

i n t o T r a v e l l e r s a n d t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l n e e d s . I h a v e 
a l r e a d y r e c e i v e d c o - o p e r a t i o n f r o m t h e l o c a l A u t h o r i t i e s on 
s i t e p r o v i s i o n i n the N o r t h E a s t R e g i o n , a n d w o u l d 
a p p r e c i a t e i t i f y o u , or members o f y o u r s t a f f who t e a c h 
T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n c o u l d c o m p l e t e t h e e n c l o s e d 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s . 

I f y o u r e q u i r e a n y f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n p l e a s e 
do n o t h e s t i t a t e '"to con t a c t me. I w o u l d be p l e a s e d i f t h e 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s w e r e r e t u r n e d b e f o r e t h e e n d o f t e r m . 

Y o u r s s i n c e r e l y , 

J e n n y Gunby 
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Questionnaire to sc h o o l s accepting T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n ^ 

Type and s i z e of schoolo 

How many c h i l d r e n of T r a v e l l e r s do you have i n school at 
the moment? 

What i s "(-he maximum number of c h i l d r e n of T r a v e l l e r s have you 
had i n school a t any one time? 

What contact do you have with the parents? 

Do they; a) support school f u n c t i o n s ? 

b) contact ycu i f they have any problems? 

c) never make any contact? 

d) any other comment. 
•v 

Do you f i n d the c h i l d r e n have a p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e to work? 

YES NO 

I f the answer i s yes how i s t h i s a t t i t u d e shown? 

I f the answer i s no how i s t h e i r negative a t t i t u d e shown? 

(153) 



Do you have any problems i n regard to the c h i l d r e n ? 

Y?IS NO 

I f your answer i s yes please answer the f o l l o w i n g question,, 

Types of problems: 

a) academic attainment, l i t e r a c y , nuneracy e t c , 
pl e a s e comment„ 

b) behaviour e.^. toward s t a f f , other c h i l d r en, 
d i n n e r s u p e r v i s o r s , i n the playground<, 

c) a b i l i t y to l e a r n , concentrat-ion e t c . . 

d) any other problems, 

What a t t r i b u t e s , i f any, do yon f i n d the c h i l d r e n brin£ to s 
school? 
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What do you find the c h i l d r e n ' s i n t e r e s t s are? 

I s any s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n made f o r the T r a v e l l e r c h i l d r e n i n 
your schools^ e0g<> remedial groups ? s p e c i a l u n i t e 
P l e a s e s t a t e 0 

I s r e c o g n i t i o n made of T r a v e l l e r c u l t u r e i n the m a t e r i a l s t h 
use at school? I f the answer i s yes please e l a b o r a t e ? I f the 
answer i s no plea s e s t a t e why 0 

A A A -i + -i n y\ o ~\ o n m m o n + o 

Person completing q u e s t i o n n a i r e 0 

Name P o s i t i o n School 
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I n t e r v i e w Schedule 0 

Mother / F a t h e r 

How Many C h i l d r e n i n the Family? 

Ages 

Did you go to s c h o o l ? 

I f the answer i s y e s , give school e x p e r i e n c e 0 

Would you have l i k e d to have gone to school? 

Could your parents r e a d and wr i t e ? 

Can you read and w r i t e ? 

I f you attended s c h o o l 

a you f e e l the t e a c h e r s treated you the same as other 
people i n the c l a s s 0 

b) H ow did the other c h i l d r e n t r e a t you a t s c h o o l , 

c) What did you enjoy most at school? 
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Children's own e d u c a t i o n a l experience 

Do your c h i l d r e n go to school? 

I f the answer i s no why don't they attend school? 

H ave they ever been to school? 

I f your c h i l d / c h i l d r e n attend school what s u b j e c t s do you think 
the most important? 

Do you t h i n k the t e a c h e r s t r e a t them as they do ather c h i l d r e n ? 

Does the c h i l d / c h i l d r e n enjoy s c h o o l 0 

I f the answer i s yes what do they enjoy most 0 

I f your c h i l d does not enjoy school do you know why note 

Do you want your c h i l d to attend secondary school at the 
age of 11? 

I f not, why not? 

Would you l i k e your c h i l d / c h i l d r e n to be taught abouts-
a) the h i s t o r y of t r a v e l l e r s ? 
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b) The Romany language? 

c) The customso 

I f not why not? 

Would you l i k e other c h i l d r e n i n the school to l e a r n about the way 

of t r a v e l l e r s ? 
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