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ABSTRACT

The Middle East has produced the oldest cities in the world., They
represent, in their traditional form, a specific adaptation to the harsh

environment and the historical events that have occurred in the region.

The long and bitter experience of man in this region has, indeed, taught
him how to live well in these conditions. Now the old unity of the Middle

Eastern City and its harmony with the environment of the region has been
destroyed by the materialism of the modern oil industry in the region. The
large sums of money generated in the economy of the oil-producing countries
have allowed the inhabitants of these areas to reject their valuable herit-
age in favour of the immense possibilities of western technology.

This traditional heritage and its recent rejection can be seen in de-
tail in Al-Hasa Qasis, whose towns and villages typify the Middle East and
which has also been affected by the oil industry in the‘counfry. A study
of this Oasis reflects both the tradition and the scale of change over the
whole of the Middle, particularly Saudi Arabia.

Permanent settlement in Al-Hasa Oasis has mostly been determined through
the centuries by the existence of a large number of natural prings and
the availability of suitable land for cultivation. However, the origin
and evolution, the location and distribution, form and structure of settle-
ments, as well as the selection of construction materials, have always been
influenced by both the human and the physical factors represented in the
Oasis. The relevant factors include geology, geomorphology, climate, type
of soll, water resources, and the division of the inhabitants into nomads
and settlers, Shii’a and Sunna, rural and urban. Earlier insecurity,

. history and culture also cannot be ignored. All these factors had, in fact,
acted together to produce the traditional settlement pattern of the Oasis.
Settlement in the QOasis was based mainly on date cultivation and,
to some extent, on trade. Both gave the Oasis and its settlements in the
Pre-1930°s a supremacy over most parts of eastern and central Arabia, not
only economically, politipallf and socially, but also as a centre attract-
ing population from outlying areas. It was the settlements of the QOasis.
which served at one time or another as capitals for eastern Saudi Arabia,
and to which most of the wealth of the region used to flow. This acceler-
ated their growth énd enhanced their development causing them to qutStrip

all the other settlements of the region.

In 1938 oil was discovered in commercial quantities in the Eastern

Province in areas distant from Al-Hasa Qasis, and this began to affect the



established pattern of life in the Oasis. Changes began to overtake the
traditional economy of the QOasis and the long-established settlement
pattern. The old values and concepts began to lose their validity. and
to give way before new and haphazardly adopted ones. While some .of the
changes are beneficial, others are not, and some are even detrimental.
This study deals mainly with the settlement of Al-Hasa Oasis and
shows how it has been affected by the. introduction of the oil industry
in the region. The impact on the traditional economy is the main cause
of changes in the Oasis and has been generally investigated, and the
imﬁact on the rural and urban settlements has been examined. Many

interesting facts of some importance have come to light in the course

of the investigation.
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INTRODUCTION

Since the remotest past, the Middle East has been the main source

of all civilization.1 As far as is known, the World’s first cities

emerged in this region, around the fourth millenium B.C., in the river-

' 2
ine areas of Mesopotamia (Iraq) and Egypt. The early urban experience

of man first evolved and developed in these cities which at that time
served as centres for urban diffusion particulafly to the surrounding
areas, thrcugh'either continuous commercial contact or frequent invasions.
Throughout history, these ‘early urban roots of the Middle Eastern City
have evolved and developed according té the physical environment and

human needs in these areas.

Although these cities emerged, flourished and eventually declined,
according to the fluctuating fortunes of their builders, the urban ele-
ments within them continued to re-emerge in the succession of newly
developed communities which rose and fell over the years. Different
-cuitures might be adopted and adaptation made to new demands with the
result that the Islamic town of the areas has inherited a long tradition
of urban experience, accumulated in the Middle Eastern City long before

the rise of Islam.

While Islam has in various ways digested the inherited urban ele-
;ments of the old Middle Eastern City, it has also produceg, its own
urban ideas, arising from its.faith and culture. The two elements have
merged together to produce what is commonly called the '"Islamic City".
In fact the Islamic cities, particularly those of the desert regions of
the Middle East, possessed over the centuries certain features which
made them similar everywhere in their functions, structures and shapes.
These common characteristics have been evident until recent times but the
discovery of oil in the region in the first part of this century brought

unexpected changes, The discovery and exploitation of oil came suddenly,



causing great changes but allowing little time for adjustment to the

new situation.

In its early years the oil indpstry provided many employment opport-
unities with better incomes and higher living gtandards than those pre-~
vailing in the local communities. Wages were paid regularly and in cash
and many advantages such as free loans for housing provided by the oil
companies for their employees. Consequently, nét only did the established
economic pattern of many areas chaqge but at the same time the newly
emerging oil areas of the region became centres of gravity for all
migration, particularly from the nearby communities, when the old
traditional power now became much diminished.

Generally speaking, oil exploitgtion in the Middle East altered,
ditectly or indirectly, the whole pattern of -life which had existed in
this region for hundreds of years. Some developments were stimulated
by the oil industry itself, while many others were the result of the
va;t amount of money from oil revenues which for the first time, en-
abled many governments in the region to embark on social programmes
including the improvement of living standards, housing, health, ed-
ucation, transportation, etc. As a result many previousiy obscure areas
of the Middle East started to develop at such a rapid pace that adjust-
ment to a nev way of life became difficult and man and his habitation
in the area began to experience changes for which they were unprepared.

This study examines the impact of oil on Al-Hasa Qasis, Saudi
Arabia, which has been recently affected by the discovery and exploita-
tion of oil some distance away from the Oasis. It is hoped that this
area will be typical of a Middle Eastern region which has felt the
impact of these new developments.

Al-Hasa QOasis is located in the interior of the Eastern Province of

Saudi Arabia, about 159 km. to the south-west of Dammam (Fig.l). It has
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always been considered an important agricultural centre in the Eastern

Province. With a currert cultivated area of over 20,000 hectares, and

a population of about 225,000, it forms probably the largest single oasis
in the Arabian Peninsula. The dominant role played by the Oasis up to
the time of the discovery of o0il in other parts of the Eastern Province
clearly indicated the economic ability of this small area to support a

large population, even in the harsh environment‘of Arablia. It is striking
that, while the main prdblem of the hot deserts in the world is the
lack of water for both irrigation and domestic uSe,rthe problems of
the Oasis have stemmed from the presence of an excessive quantity of
water from the springs (14.6m3/sec).3 The exiétence of water and the
availability of suitable land for cultivation are the major factors
accounting for permanent settlement in the Oasis. However, Al-Hasa Oasis
is considered to be probably one of the oldest agricultural areas in the
Middle East, and 1t has been settled since Neolithic times or befo_re.4
The discovery of-oil in the Eastern Province was, indeed, a great
event in the history of the region, but for Al-Hasa Oasis it has proved

a serious matter, for the oil was discovered in areas distant from the

Oasis. In one way or another it shifted the centre of power, long est-
ablished at the Qasis, to new areas and settlements previously unknown.
As a result; the long-established pattern of life in the Oasis was shaken.
Consequently, the whole settlement pattern of the area has changed to
suit the new circumstances brought about by the 0il industry.

The purpose of this study is to describe and explain the urban and
rural settlement of the Oasis in the past and in the present, so that
the impact of oil upon the settlement pattern of the QOasis can be ex-
amined.

To achieve this aim, the study, filrst of all, traces the roots of

the general urban life of theiMiddle Eastern City which will be used as

\

\ . .
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an urban background and a model for the study of the Oasis past. The
ancient settlements of the Oasis and the factors that have affected
their growth or decline, from early times, have also been examined
according to the model of the Middle Eastern City. The origin and
evolution of the contemporary settlements of the Oasis are also traced
together with the factors that have influenced their traditional de-
velopment, structure and“mofphology, until the discovery of oil in
the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia in the 1930’°s. With the inform-
ation available, both types of settlement can be-assessed and varia- -
tions between the two examined. An attempt is also made to isolate  the
various factors which influenced the traditional settlement pattern.

Secondly, it deals briefly with the general impact of oil on the
development of the Middle Eastern City and examines in detail the impact
of oil exploitation, in areas distant from the Oasis, upon: (a) the
traditional economy and migration. (b) The physical growth and decline
of settlements. (c) The changes broyght about in the old structure and
pattern of the settlements of the Oasis.

This study also sets out to examine all the physical and human
factors which have affected the general settlement pattern in the Qasis
both in the past and in the present. It is very important to emphasize
that the examination of the Middle Eastern City and the physical environ-
ment of Al-Hasa Qasis is critical to this study, for the Qasis represents
a part of the Middle Eastern region and the study of the towns and
villages of the Qasis would be incomplete if they were studied in isolation
from the general trends of the Middle Eastern City and Village. The
Oasls is also the product of its physical environment. The good soil,
--abundant water and the relative flatness of the QOasis land have been

essential for the cultivation of such a large area and the ability to

suppert a large concaentraticn.of population. Without the availability

/

\



of such an eﬁvironment,-the existence of many settlements in the Oasis
would have been impossible. Moreover, settlement sités, their distri-
bution and their physical structure have also been largely affected by
their physical environment. For example, the continuous d;ifting of
sand-dunes blown into the Oasis by the north agd north-westerly winds
caused the movement of many settlement sites away from the encroaching
desert, where in the past, many settlements and good agricultural lands
had been buried beneath the sand. Today despite modern technology, which
has brbught about some improvements the danger of sand is still present.
The existence of a depression in the land-form of the QOasis, at its.
north-eastern corner, resulted in the accumulation there of surplus
water. This has not only affected the salinity of the soil, through
evaporation, but also the land use and the distribution of population.
It has discouraged the erection of settlements in that part of the Oasis,

for the accumulated water forms a health risk as well as an obstacle

to*communication in the wet seasons.

The physical location of the Qasis, on the main trade route between
the Arabian Gulf and central Arabia, made it also an important trading
centre and that positively affected the growth and development of its
settlements which directly or indirectly engaged in trading. Indeed,
in these respects, Al-Hasa QOasis is a unique area in the whole of Saudi
Arabla.

Finally, a éeneral but brief survey on the typical Middle Eastern
and North African City is also included ip.this study, particularly the
cities of Saudi Arabia. It deals, as far as possible, with the origin
and development cf the City in the region and the factors that have

affected its historical development or helped to form its traditional

physical morphology.

The modern development in the Middle Eastern City, as a result of

.
\

"



oil exploitation in the region, has also been dealt with as far as

possible, and the changes that occurred in its physical structure have
been generally examined. It is hoped that this general survey on the
City in the Middle East and North Africa will serve as an urban back-

ground to the study area which 1s a part of this region. It is also
hoped that modern developments in the physical structure of the Middle
Eastern City will serve as an indicator of what has occurred in similar
areas as a result of oil exploitation.

It is generally accepted that data on under-developed countries
are scanty and unreliable. All Middle Eastern researchers are no doubt
familiar with this problem. Saudi Arabia and, in particular, Al-Hasa
Oasls are no exceptions to this general pattern, for the country has not
yet had a national census published, even in 1975. It may be easier
to grapple with the physical geography of the country, but, when it
comes to dealing with the human geography, which involves society and
all its complications, the matter proves most difficult, A realisation |
of this has led to an attempt from the very start to assemble as much
information as possible on the QOasis.

During the first year in the University of Durham (October 1970
to October 1971; the libraries of the University were explored, and the
relevant material concerning the study area was collected. Material
from other sources such as the Rritish Museum, London, Oxford, Leeds,
Bangor Universities and others was also collected. Much of the material
available was found to be adequate only for a superficial treatment of
the subject, dealing a2s it did either with the Middle East or with Saudi
Arabla as a whole. There was very little material concerning Al-Hasa QOasis.

With the obvious limitations imposed by the lack of information,
the field study became of the utmost importance. But field work also

presents numerous obstacles, particularly through official procedures



and the social attitude of the people. Thus a field work plan to over-
come such difficulties had to be'considered carefully and in advance.

Field work was carried out between July 1972 - February 1973 and in

September 1975. It involved the collection of data, reports and material

\

from differing government agencies in Riyadh, the capital of Saudi

Arabia. During the trip, the author also visited Dhahraq, Damma, Al-

Hasa QOasis and various other towns, where he was kindly introduced to

the differing government agencies by official letters provided by King
Abdul Aziz University at Jeddah. These visits have provided a unique
opportunity to collect a variety of dafa, reports and material concern-

ing Al-Hasa QOasis from several government agencies in Riyadh. Permission
was also granted to see some of the restricted reports of Wakuti Consulting

Engineering, Italconsult, Stanford Research Institute and other bodies
where the relevant accgssible'material was collected. Aerial photo-
graphs from 1949 and 1969 have been provided, mainly by the Ministry of
Petroleum and Mineral Resources (Saudi Arabia;. Official maps and town
pPlans were also provided by various government departments, as stated
in the text.

Obtaining information on Aramco (Arabian American 0il Company)¢
employees of Al-Hasa Qasis, which is very important, proved most difficult,
not only because all employees from the different parts of the country
were listed under certain numbers, for computer use, but also because
the Company wanted to keep certain information for its own use. Even-
tually, private permission was granted to see the record of employees,
from which data on employees living in Al-Hasa Oasis was gathered.

From October 1972 until January 1973 a study trip was made to Al-

Hasa QOasls. Both tcwns of Hofuf and Mubarraz,which are only 4 km. apart,
were visited as well as the majority of the other villages in the area

another study trip was alsc made in September 1975, As a Saudi national,



it was realized from the start that questionnaire surﬁeys in the 04sis

were unknown and impossible to carry out due to the suspicion tpat such
surveys cfeate, - hence, obtaining information on certain delicate
issues was achieved through interviews and prolonged friendly discussions.
More than thirty extensive interviews were held in each of the towns
of Hofuf and Mubarraz. Various topics were raised in these interviews.
These include the following:-

(i) The development of oil in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia
and its general impact on tle economy of the country as a whole.

(25 The positive and negative impact of oil on the traditional
econony of Al-Hasa QOasis, such as trade, crafts, industries, agriculture,
livestock and the general living conditions in the area.

(3) The impact of oil on the population movement in the Oasis and
between the Oasis and the oil areas located further north.

(4) The role of the oii company in creating completely new western
style suburbs in the towns and villages of the Oasis and the spatial
location of such suburbs.

(5) The inspiration drawn from this western influence and the de-
cline of traditional styles.

(6) The extension of the towns and villages outside their ol@
confines and the reasons for such expansion.

(75 Differences between the old and new structures in the towns
and villages of the 0Oasis.

(83 The government housing policy and the physical structuré of the
old towns.

'(9) Values and the problems of housing.

(10) 01d and new building materials used in the construction of

houses.

Furthermore, the headmen or Amirs of almost 20 villages, reflecting



a cross section in terms of size and function, were also interviewed on

the same basis as the above. Emphasis was placed on migration to the
oil fields and its impact on the agricultural economy upon which these
villages had dependeq for so long for their livelihood. For this pur-
pose a small qugstionnaire survey was carried out in the main oil towms
of Dammam, Al-Khobar and Abqaiq to investigate the size of*migratibn from
Al-Hasa Oasis to the oill areas, the reason for migration and the impact
of such migration on the economy of the QOasis and various other points.
Interviews and discussicns were also held with those responsible for
settlement planning in the municipality of Al-Hasa Oasis, the Education

Directorate, the Irrigcation and Drainage Authority and the Agriculture

Department as well as with the other local authorities in the area.
Settlements were studied by personal observation but much inform-

ation was collected over friendly discussions. Various topics were
.covered such as the oil indﬁstry and its impacts, the local community,
the relationship between Sunna and Shii’a (the two major division of

Islam) and their views of the World were also discussed on such meetings.

%
However, the acquaintance of the author with the area and a re-

latively long stay in its towns, mainly Hofuf, together with frequent
visits to the different villages has greatly helped in checking the re-
sulting findings and the available information on thg Oasis in general.
Although the question of Sunna and Shii’a (the two major divisions
of Islam) is a sensitive matter, an attempt was made to locate Shii’a
.and Sunna quarters in the two towns of Hofuf and Mubarraz. This purpose

was achieved simply by travelling through the various parts of these towns

with local people who knew the towns very well. A similar approach was also

%
The area has been visited on various occasions between 1966 and 1970 and

again in September 1975. On the last trip, some new information relating
to the periodic markets, the internal transport network and land prices
in Hofuf and Mubarraz have also been collected
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adopted for the villages.

Although this study has been built basically upon material collected

during the field trip in Saudi Arabia, supplementary data from a large

coliedtion of literature dealing with the past conditions of theFOasis
proved of great valu; in providing background information for the thesis.
Such information was mostly derived from mediaeval Arab writers and
European travellers of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries AD.
It*must'fe*mentioned here that statistical data on the towns of
Saudi Arabia are still inadequate for a detailed study such as this one.
Sometimes data on some towns are complétely lacking and if they were

found it would be for only a short period and rather univeliable, Obtain-
ing such information in the field would be restricted to the limited time
‘available for the study and the efforts of individuals. Consequently,
applying statistical methods would be impossible under such circumstances
althqugh it 1s recognised that accurate points could have been made by
using such statistical methods as cerrelation analysis or factor analysis.

From the above consideratiéns the Feader should be aware that
statistical methods have not been used in this thesis.

There are still parts of the study where very little information

was available and others where care must be taken as to its reliability.
However, the maximum effort has been made to ensure that it is in fact
reliable.

The thesis is divided into five pafts. Each part is subdivided
into a number of chapters. The first part is a general survey of the
City in the Middle East.* It deals,*with the origin and diffusion of
the city, the classical city, Islam and the development of cities, and
the physical and human factors that have produced the traditional structure
and morphology of the city‘in the region. ' Also, recent major changes

in the Middle Eastern City, particularly in the oil producing areas,’

" .
Sometimes the North African city has also been mentioned but onlvy on certain

£ad relevant occasions
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are examined in an attempt to indicate what has been happening outside

Al-Hasa Oasis. Throughout, special emphasis has been given to the de-
velopment of the city, past and present, in what came to be known,
since 1932, as Saudi Arabia.

‘The second parL examines the physical elements of Al-llasa Oasis,
which have actually affected the site, structure and distribution of
settlements. Geology and Geomorphology, climate, soil and the water
resources of tﬁe area have all been investigated in detail. Reference
to this part will be made later in the text when necessary.

The third part traces the ofigin'and evolution of the major urban
settlements of the Oasis from earliest times until the introduction of
the oil industry into the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia. Emphasis
‘has been placed, as far as poséible, on the various historical events
and factors that have led to their growth or decay during different
periods, especially when théy were governmental, administrative, religious
or trading centres. The cld urban structure and the morphology of the
contemporary towns have also been presented in this part. In the case
of the rural settlements of the Oasis, the origin and evolution of the
existing ones have been studied and the physical and human elements -
which have affected their spatial location, size, structure and mor-
phology distribution, have been surveyed and discussed.

The fourth part is a detailed examination of the imfact of oll
upon the general economic life of Al-Hasa Oasis as it has affected
settlement through emigration to the oilfield areas.

The fifth part presents the actual changes that have occurred in

the urban and rural settlement of the Oasis as a result of the introd-

uction of the oil industry in the eastern part of Saudi Arabia.

Al-Hasa Qasis is a typical'Middle Fastern Qasis, its towns and

villages being representative of others in the region, particularly in
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Saudi Arabia. Therefore, before dealing with the towns of the Al-Hasa
area, this study starts with a general survey of the Middle Eastern City,
especially in Saudi Arabia, both in the past and in the present so that

the rise, development and decline of cities in the region can be examined

’

briefly and recent important changes in their functions, structures and
morphology assessed.

It is important to emphasize that, this initial study is essential
to this thesis, in order to show the‘features which the towns of the study
area and the typical Middle Eastern City (particularly those of‘Saudi
Arabia in which the QOasis 1s 1océted) have in common. It is also nec-
essary to point out, the effects of oil development in the Middle Eastern

City before proceeding to examine similar changes in the towns of the

Al—Hasé area.
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PART ONE

THE GENERAL URBAN BACKGROUND OF THE MIDDLE EASTERN CITY
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CHAPTER 1

THE PRE-ISLAMIC CITY

| r
1.1. The Origin and Diffusion of the City

Although the City, according to Reissman, 1s at least five thousand
yéarQ old,1 the datiég of the earliest cities is still a point at issue.2
No-one is certain where or when the first cities arose. Although Eridu
of southerniMesopotémia (Ifaq) is often regarded as the oldest city on
earth, Catalﬂﬁyuk, discovered in 1961 1in Anatolia, may have a stronger
claim to this position.3 It is still unknown why man first left the land
to 1ive in a denser urban centre. Nor is anycne certain why human beings
invented the city. The historians see it as an advance in the social
evolution of man. Man progressed beyond the pure pastoral and agricul-
tural existence and became able, for the first time, to control his

A

environment by building cities. It seems, however, that human beings

slowly and graduallj evolved more complex forms of organisation before
they were able to invent the city. <Braidwood stated that before what he
called "The Agricultural RevolutiEnF small groups of men lived mostly in
caves, hunting,'fishing and gathering a few edible wild plants. But after
the domestication of plants and animals in the Near East, larger groups
of men started to live in villages, where they cultivated the land and
tended the animals. This gave them enough food and thus permitted the
specialisation of labour and the kind of class structure that can provide
the leadership and manpower to develop aﬁd-maintain extensive irrigation
systems, which ih turn increased the food supply. Braidwood found con-
siderable evidence, firstly in the cave of Zarzi, and secondly in the
village of Hassuna in Iraq, to support the hypothesis that the pre-

agricultural neople lived in the beginning in caves and then moved to live

%
The term "city" is used generally to denote any urban form and carries none

of the ancillary connotations of size, state, status or origin implicit in
the contemporary American or English usage.
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in villages, The people of Hassuna first camped around a hearth in the

open and then built mud houses where they lived a full peasant,existence.5

Some of the small agricultural villages of the riverine plain of Mesopotamia

" (Iraq) not only increased greatly in size but also changed decisively in-
structure as their teéechnical experience increased.

S joberg recognised three major factors for the emergence of cities.
Firstly, an advanced technology (advanced relative to the pre-urbaﬁ form,
both in the agricultural and the non-agricultural sectors, the level of

technology being the degree to which man’s tcols and inventions can make

6

use of the resources of a given area). Urban settlement according to

Gist and Fava requires a high technological competence to produce enough
food and other necessities for dense populations living permanently in

a fixed place.7

| Among the technologicai advances that set the stage for early urban
living was the domestication of grains such as wheat, barley, and others
in the Middle East. The importance of grains is not to be minimised, for
with other plants and animals they provide food all the year round for

the urban population.

Other technological developments associated with the earliest cities
in the Near and Middle East are large-scale irrigation works, animal hus-
| bandry andmetallurgy, the wheel and in some cases the plough.8 Sjoberg
commented that metallurgy meant better tools for agriculture and industry,
and using animals in cultivation and transport meant greater efficieﬁcy
in agriculture and in the transport of produce to the city. Transport
1mprovément facilitated easy access to material essential to manufacturing
in the city. It also helped to expand trade hetween cities. As a result,

contact between people was established, which in turn stimulated inno-

vation as well as permitted some degree of specialisation among regions

in the kind of goods produced,

The development of technology thus in large measure made possiblé
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the concentration of people in. permanent settlements. The creation of
large permanent urban communities reciprocally stimulated a relatively
advanced state of technology.9 This was largely achieved by the in-

vention of w&iting, the use of wind for sailing the seas and grinding
grain, and the use o% water power.lo

Secondly, technological advance alone is not enough for the emer-
gence of cities. A special organisation, particularly in the political
and economic sﬁheres, was also needed to store and distribute the agri-
cultural surplus production and the manufactured goods within and among
the different communities. The constrﬁction of public buildiﬂgs, city
walls and an irrigation system needs a labour force which could only be
organised by such an organisation. ?o achievé these functions, this kind
of organisation needs varieties of specialists and professionals directed

by sufficient political power, and aided by an ideology usually religious

in character so that peasants contribute periodically part of their
yield to support the city dwellers.11
Thirdly, a favourable envifonment, including a climate, soil and

natural resources able to sustain a sufficient development of plant and
animal 1life was also required to support a rural and urban population.12

Adans sees the emergence of cities as a result of the development
of irrigation téchniques in the riverine plans of Mesopotamia. His
argument 1s based on the fact that irrigation techniques required a cen-
tralised control, and this in itself necessitated inequalities in access
to the irrigation land. In this way, irrigation contributed to the form--
ation of a stratified society. Security, defence, and the warfare of

13

the people would draw them together in a certain concentration.

These are apparently the preconditions for the emergence of cities,
but these ideas have been completely rejected recently by Jane Jacob.

She proposed that agriculture and animal husbandry arose in cities, thus
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suggesting that the city was invented before the'village, and urbanism
preceded agriculture.l4 Her conclusion is, in fact, based on the dis-
covery at Gatal Huyuk in Anatolia of some traces of urban life as early

as 7000 Bd.ls

Childeconnecteécivilisation etymologically to the word city,16
which implies that civilised 1life startzad only with the invention of the
city and not before. However, Adam8 believes that changes in social
structure precede the creation of cities, which are one of the results
of these social changes. He believes that many of the qualities attri-
buted to civilised societies have been attained by societies that failed
to organise cities. He stated that, "Some Egyptologists believe that
civilisation advanced for almost 2,000 years under the Pharaohs before

L7

cities appeafed in Egypt." Archaeologists prefer to use ‘writing’ as

a criterion of civilisation, but this does not mean that all the members

of a clvilised society can read and write, or that they all live in cities.

"Civilisation, wherever and whenever' it arose, succeeded barbarism4"18

.fhus it would be possible for civilisation to exist*without cities. It
appears that the city did not start from scratch, it could and pfobably
did draw upon experience accumulated in the early settlement of man in
the caves and in the villages where the earliest cities arose.

The concept of the city, according to Childe, is "notoriously hard
to define."19 Mumford dealt with its complexity by a comprehensive de- |
finition: "The city in its complete sense...is a geographic plexus, an
economic organisation, an industrial process, a theatre of soclal action,
and an aesthetic symbol of collective unity.“20 The complexity is only

to be expected because of the many activities a city contains, but the
study of the city is hard, for it involves also the study of contemporary
society.

It can safely be sald, according to Morris, that the world’s first
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cities were the Sumerian cities which arose in the riverine plain of

Mesopotamia (Iraq) around the fourth millenium B.C. Not only were.the soil
and water resources suitable, but the region was also a ‘crossroad’, and

this facilitated repeated contacts between people of different cultures
over thousands of years.21 The accumulated experience resulting from
the continuous contacts between the indigenous and foreign cultures must
have contributed to the évolution of the first true cities out of the
villages of lower Mesopotamia. The origins of such cities as Eridu,
Erech, Lagash and Ur in southern Mesopotamia are more familiar to the
archaeologists than to others.22

However, the idea of the city probably spread from Mecsopotamia to
the other regions through the commercial contacts which have long been
recognised as existing between Mesopotan;ia, Egypt and the Indus valley
(Pakistan); this contact was probably an important factor in the building
of towns in the three reéioﬁs. Excavation in 1970 in southern Iran at
Tepe Yahya suggested the existence of another urban civilisation linked
with Mesopotamia -and the Indus valley by i:z'ade...ﬂ"?"3 Sjoberg commented that,
"The probability that the first cities of Egypt were later than those of
Sumer (Mesopotamia) and the certainty that those of the Indus and Yellow
Rivers (China) are later, lends weigh‘t to the argument that the concept
of urban living diffused to these areas from Mesopotamia,“24 (Fig.l.1l).

It seems Ehat these three regions served as centres in which the idea
of the city developed and from which it sﬁread to the neighbouring areas.
But the urban evolution of these cities cannot be correctly interpreted
except in relation to the evolution of technology and social a ganisation.

These two factors are not, in the words of Sjoberg, " just pre-requisite

conditions" for the cmergence of urban life, but they form the base for

1ts development. He stated that:-
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Fig.l1.1l Locatioms and daites of first civilizations. After Morris (1972)
1. Sumerian 3. Harappan 5. Aztec and Maya
2. Egyptian 4. Shang 6. Inca
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as centres of innovation, cities provided a fertile setting
for continued technological advances; these gains made possible
the further expansion of cities. Advanced technology in turn

depended on the increasingly complex division of labour,
particularly in the political sphere.

For instance, the early urban communities of Mesopotamia were mere city-
states drawing their resources from a limited area, but as trade and
commerce extended over a much wider area, cities draw more human and
material resources from far wider and diverse regions, even causing the
birth of new cities.25

Sjoberg sees a close association between the diffusion of cities
.and - political expansion. He connected the rise and fall of cities
to the rise and fall of empires. Empires are effective diffusers of
urban forms, because they have to build cities with which to maintain

strong military presences in the annexed territories. At the same time,

the diffusion of urban living is necessary for the maintenance of political

structure. In order to exploit the fruits of conquest, the city requires
an administration so that commerce can be encouraged. When a new city
began as a purely commercial outpost, as was the case under the Phoenicians,
then some military and administrative support was necessary if it was

to survive and function effectively in alien territSry. The ruins of

the former capitals of many empires are today evidence of a glorious
past. Some cities, however, managed to survive over long periods of time
by attaching themselves first to one empire and then to another. Byzan-
tium, a city-state of minor importance under Roman rule, not only became:
the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire,,K but also remained the capital

of the Ottoman Empire, and, renamed Istanbul, it Is still a major city

to this day.26

There is ample evidence, however, to indicate that many of the
early cities whose origin can be traced arose as a result of military

invasions and not as a gradual development from primitive villages.
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Ibn Khaldun, a fourteenth century Arab historian, stated that, in order
to build a capital city, there must be a sovereign ruler or empire, and
that the-city will last only as long as the empire lasts.27 Giovanni
Batero (some centuries later) also, according to Sjoberg, connected the
fortunesof cities with the strengths and weaknesses of the supporting

political structure., Sjoberg himself agrees with both writers that the
development of cities is related to the rise and fall of empires.28
Lapidus believes that the Arab conquerors.of'thefMiddle East not only
founded new garrison cities, but also took over parts of the established
cities or created new suburbs. Later regimes adopted the same policy.

Cairo, Baghdad and numerous places in North Africa, such as Raggada

(near Kairawan), Kairawan, Fatimid, Mansouryyia, Muhammadiyya, were

creations of this sort.29

In the light of the frequent rise and decline of cities in many
areas in the world, one may ask how urban life has been able to persist,
and why the skills of technology and social organisation required for
.city-building'were not lost. The answer, is that the knowledge was
maintained within the framework of the empires by means of written re-
cords and of oral transmission by various specialists. Moreover, all
empires have added to their store of skills relating to urban develop-
ment as a result of diffusion - including the migration of specialists

from other civilised areas. At the same time, various civilised or un-

civilised subjects within empires have either been purposely educated

by their conquerors or have otherwise gained access to urban lore. The

result on occasion is that the subjects challenge the power of the

dominant ruling group.

The Romans, for example, took many elements of their civilisation

from the Etruscans, the Greeks and other civilised people who came under-

their rule. In order to exploit the conquered area, the Romans had to



train the local 3ubjéct3 to occupy posts which the Romans themselves
were unable to staff. Having been urbanised and having acquired many
Roman technological and administrative skills, the people of these areas
turned against the Roman Empire and engineered its final collapse. The
modern independence movements of Africa and some other parts of the

world are more recent examples of this phenomenon,

Thus, despite the Romans’ decline, many of the techniques and con-
cepts associated with literate traditions were kept alive within the
smaller surviving urban communities of Europe and the Near East which
had previously formed part of the.Romaﬁ Empire. Some of the technology
and learning associated with Rome also became the basis of city life in
the Arab Empires that arose later in the Middle East, North Africa, Spain
and even Central Asia. Indeed the Byzantine and Arab Empires, which had

such major intellectual centres as Constantinople, Antioch, Damascus,

Cairo and Baghdad, advanced beyond the knowledge inherited from antiquity.30

“The Arabs, for example, took'over and expanded classical learning and
philosophy, particularly in the fields of medicine and science, adding

a considerable body of new thought, partly developed by themselves, and
partly derived from Iranian and even Hindu sources.31 Eventually much
of the neW'learningwas passed on to Europe, where it helped to build the

foandations for the Industrial Revolution and much later the Scientific

Revolution.32

1.2 The Classical City

At the end of the second millenium BC the Phoenicians, who prob-

ably migrated fromﬂrabia,33 established several cities, such as Jubail

(the Greeck Byblos), Sidon and Tyre, on the Syrian coast. As a seafaring

nation, the Phoenicians spread westward and became active diffusers of

urban 1life along the northern coast of Africa and in Spain, where maﬁy

trading staticns, such as the famous Carthage, were established.34 Some
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centuries later the Greeks followed a rather similar course, so that

their city-states created or built numerous urban outposts along the

Mediterranean shores from Asia Minor to Spain and France, and eastward

35
to the most distant coast of the Black Sea.

The interpenetration of Greek and Semitic civilisation gave rise
to a new culture called Hellenistic, as distinct from the Hellenic or
purely Greek. Hellenism became the dominant feature of the Near East
in the three pfe-Christian centuries. It remained an effective force
in the area for a thousand years, until the rise of Islam.

" In the beginning, Hellenism witnessed a great urban development.
Alexander the Great‘and his successors founded around 85 towns or cities
‘after 334 BC in an attempt to hellenise the Near East. Among them were
‘Alexandria of Egypt, Antioch on the Orontes, Seleucus on the Tigris,
Ladicea (al-Ladhiqiyyah or Latakia) on the Syrian coast, and Apamea (the
Afamiyyah of classical Arabic, the present Qalat al-Madiq). 1In addition,
older urban settlements ir the Middle East were colonised and hellenised.
Among them was Rabbath Ammon (reﬁamed Philadelphia in honour of Ptolemy
II Philadelphys), today known as Amman, the capital of Jordan, Beroia

(Aleppo or Halab), Aram (Damascus) and the Phoenician cities.36

After the decline of the Greeks, the Romans established a similar
empire, which inherited an extensive network of Hellenistic cities in the

Middle East and North Africa. The Romans themselves also built many

garrison towns for defence and to serve a variety of other functions in
Syria, Mesopotamia, Asia Minor and North Africa. Persia was never a

part of the Roman Empire, but sevéral towns, such.as Ahvaz, Kermanshah
and Shiraz, were founded there by the Sassanid Dynasty (226 to 651 AD).

However, the savage warfare between Byzantium and the Persian Sassanids
disturbed the internal and external trade and commerce from which the

area had derived great prosperity for centuries, The Roman Empire was
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broken up, aﬁdmany ports .and inland towns were either deprived of
their livelihood or raided and destroyed. Thus, while many cities such

as Palmyra, Antioch and Petra fell into ruins, a large number of other

cities, such as Leptus, Magna and Jarash, were also-abandoned.37

1.3, The Pre-Islamic City of Arabia

Unfortunately, information about the ancient cities of Arabia is
scanty and incomplete, and sometimes tangled with legends. This {is
perhaps firstly due to the fact that Arabia was mostly a forbidding and
inhospitable region, isolated geographically from the great centres of
civilisation in the north.38 Secondly, the Arabs themselves have largely
neglected earlier Arabian history because of their preoccupation with
Islamic civilisation. Except for references in the writings of other
ancient peoples and accounts by a few Arab authors, we had no knowledge

of the ancient cities of Arabia until the nineteenth century, when

Weetern explorers visited the southern part of the country. They found

ruins of fine buildings, sculptures, canals, roads and well-planned

cities which revealed an advanced stage of culture.39 This indicates

that Arabia in ancient times was not merely an adjunct to the civilised

countries farther'north, but had its own centres of civilisation, though

they may have been developed later than those in Mesopotamla or Egypt.
The histofy of civilisation in Arabia according to:Mahmud goes

40

back to the third millenium BC. But we know absolutely nothing about

its origin or its development because no serious excavation has taken
place in the area. From the imposing ru?ns of several cities and from
thousands of inscriptions written in the south Arabian languages it has
become evident that during the first millenium BC various city-states

developed in the relatively well-watered region of south-western Arabia
(Yemen).41 ‘Four may be mentioned as the most important. They are,

moving from north to south-west, Ma’in (13400-850 BC), Saba (850-115 RC),



25

Qataban (865-5%0 BC), and Hadhramout (1020-65 BC), whose capitals were
Qarna, Ma’rib, Tamna and Shabwa respectively. 1In fact, some of these

42 Of these city-states,

gstates had'two capitals, such as Ma’in and Saba.
Saba was the most famous. It showed; according to Landau, a high degree
of political organisation. The lengendary Queen of Saba’ {Sheba), who
visited King Solomon in the tenth century BC, may have come from here.

1t was the Sabaeans who developed a high-level material culture within
the Peninsula and it was they who, by their enterprise, gave it an im-
portant, though peculiar place in the history of the ancient Near East.44
AQ a clvilised nation, the southern Arabian people built dams, such as
the famous dam Ma’rib, to impound and conserve the floods of the rainy

periods, and their system of irrigation secms to have provided their

basic means of support. They also controlled the main trade routes in

Arabia, which proved to be of great importance to the rest ofArabia.45

South Arabia was the producer of luxury articles such as frankincense
and myrrh' that "made Ma’rib city the Paris of the southern part of the
ancient world, creating that romantic image of Arabia in the minds of

classical authors, who called it Arabia felix (or'Happy'Arabia).“46

However, it not only produced luxuries, but also imported other luxury
articles from two major areas of production in Asia and Africa, for
example - India and Somalia. This led to the development of Qana city
(rather than Aden) as a great naval station on the Indian Ocean, so that
it would be pos;ible to handle foreign trade with these two continents
from a southern outlet.47 In the north they opened up the vast expanses
of the Arabian desert to trade-routes, organised the caravans and en-
sured their safe conduct by a series of caravan stations until they

reached their terminal in the Fertile Cresaent.48 The desert of Arabia,

located to the north, ceased to be merely an arid expanse, and became

a transit area, threough which passed the commercial articles of world trade.
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- Thus, o'f a‘ll* the contributions of the south to the rest of Arabia,
it was the impetus it gave to the urbaniﬂsation of western Arabia that
proved to-be the most decisive. The Qasis, whichhﬁad been jugt a
cluster of date palms in the middle of a vast desert, became a commer-
cial centre on the}caravan route, a new type of urban settlement, the

caravan city. This in its turn gave rise to a new type of community

among the Arabs, the ccmmunity of traders.49

‘During the first millenium BC, chains of settled establishments
appeared along the caravan routes across Arabla, Cities such as Gerra,
Qatif, Hira, Tadmour (Palmyra), Petra, Dumah (Dumat al-Jandal, the
modern al-Jawf), Al-Hijr (Madain Salih), Tayma, Dedan (Al-Ula), Yathrib
(Medipa), Mecca, Taif and Najran were stations located on the caravan

routes.50 It is not known whether Ehesé towns had existed before the

caravan routes or came into being.as a result of them., One can only say
that these towns seem to have flourished as stations. along the caravan
routes across Arabia. .

f‘qr Tayma, Winnett claims “a very remote period" or origin, re-
ference to the town having been found in an inscription of the Assyrian
Kicg, Tiglathpilser TII (747-27 BC), who claims to have received tribute
from it. However, it was not until the sixzth century BC that Tayma
attained importance. In 552 BC King Nabonidus of Babylonia withdraw
entirely from his country and retired to the town of Tayma where he resided
for ten years. -He built there, according to the records "his palace.
like the palace in Babylon...(and) made rfhe town beautiful.” From an
inscription found at Harran (in Turkey), it is evident that he also

visited Dadanu (Dedan, modern Al-Ula), Padakku (Fadak), Hibra (Khaybar),

1

Ladihu (Yadi?), and Iatribu (Yathrib, modern Medina).s - This indicates

that these towns were already in existence in the sixth century BC. 1In

fact, the large number of inscriptions found in the ruins of Dedan (Al-Ula)
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testifies to the important role played by the town in the commercial and

cultural life of ancient Arabia. How far the inscriptions carr& us is as

yet uncé&:tain.s2 The importance of Adummatu (Dumah or Dumat al-Jandal,

- modern Al-Jawf) is evident from Assyrian records. 1In the seventh century
BC, the town was clearly the principal Arab 'settlement in upper North
Arabia, for it was against this town that Sennacherib struck when he
attempted to bring the Arabs into submission. In fact, the town was the
seat of a seriés of north Arabian queens, such as Tel’elhunn, Tabua/
Tarbuva, and probably queéﬂs Zabibe, Samsi and Iati’e also resided Ehere.53

According to Jeffery, the first £races of a truly Arab settled
civilisation in the north-western part of Arabia appear with the Nabataeans,
whose centres of Petra, Tayma and Al-Hijr (Madain Salih) became famous

.enough to gain mention in non-Arabianhistory. They too were interested
in the carrying trade, but they also had agriculture based on cistern and

~conduit irrigation. "They built well-planned settlements and forts to’
protect their trade routes, carved great temples out of solid rock,

~deﬁeloéed a characteristic style'of architecture and a pottery which for
delicacy and beauty of form and decoration had no rival in the Near East".

From the third century BC to the second century AD they enjoyed a civilised

- 1ife on a level with that of the eastern Mediterranean cities.s4

It seems that "the rise, decline and fall of these ancient Arabian

towns follow the laws that govern the life of settlements on the frontier

which derive from the political and economic life of the ancient Near

East. Politically, the stronger the Fertile Crescent and southern Arabia
are, the more difficult it is for the Bedouin to effect deep penetration

and establish themselves in these areas as sedentary inhablitants. During

‘mosSt of the first millenium BC the Arabs had to face a Fertile Crescent

united by the military might of the Assyrians, a unity which was maintained

by the neo-3abylonians and the Persians. But in the second century BC
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this unity was broken and the Creécent remained divided between hostile
groups, the Parthians and the Seleucids, the Parthians and the Romang,
and finall& the Sassanids and the Byzantines. Economically, these Arab
towns probably owed their prosperity to the fact that fhey are stations
on tle vital west Arabian and Mesopotamian trade routes. Hence the
continued prosperity of this or that town i3 dependent upon the pro-
sperity of the particular trade route on which it is a station.- The
rise and fall of Arab sedentary establishments is therefore determined
to a great extent by changes which affect the fortunes of these z't::ut.c-.s.."s5
Trade reflected the political stability of the times, and it is
possible that the fourth century BC was the golden age of these settle-
ments, for then trade seems to have been at its peak. From the fourth
century BC to the seventh century AD, trade declined due to the disputes

between the Sassanid Dynasty centred on Persia and the Roman Empire, and

due also to local disturbances within Arabia itself. Yemen was conquered
by the Abyssinians (525-575 AD) and,then by the Persians (575-622 AD).
Conseqﬁently a general transition from city life to nomadic life occurred,
most of the caravan cities being either abandoned or impoverished and

the standard of life 10wered.56 Nomadic barbarism spread all over the
Peninsula, except perhaps in a few city centres where traces of

ancient civilisation survived. This phenomenon is exactly parallel to

what happened in Europe during the Middle Ages, when the disruption of
the Roman Empire caused a shift from urban to country life. International
trade, which had brought into Arabia a higher level of civilisation, was

almost paralysed. The Nabataean and South Arabian Kingdoms, the two

main centres of sedentary life in Arabia, collapsed.57

Some of the towns which had an agricultural basis have survived

till the present day. But those towns which secured an additional reli-

gious function, such &s Jewish Yathrib and Christian Najran, emerged
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as great centres diffusing Judaism and Christianity among the Arabs.58

Mecca too, being located on the spice route ha1f-way betweeﬁ.Yathrib

and Najran, became exposed to the two currents of economic and religious
life which were running in western Arabia. Mecca then became not only

a caravan station, but also a holy city. It was tﬁe'home of pagan
goddesses, especially al-Lat, al-Uzza, and Manat, the three most sacred
to the Arabs. The Arabs would flock annually to Mecca éuring the sacred
months, firstly to attend Ukaz (near Taif), the fair and scene of poetic
contests, on theif'way to Mecca; secondly,to visit the holy city of
Meeca with its Haram, the sacred precinct, and its Ka’ba, the Temple,
and Arafat, the holy mountain of the pilgrimage. Mecca in the sixth
century AD slowly emerged as the holy city of the Arabs, and its inhabi-
tants, the Quraish, as the descendents of Abrahem through Ismael (Ishmael);
It was in Mecca that the prophet Muhammad was born (570 AD), and with

his birth Arabia became the Cradle of I'.=.1am4...'59
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CHAPTER 2

THE ISLAMIC CITY

2.1 Tslam and civilisation

The advent of Islam and the following Arab conquests were for some

time blamed as the major cause of the discontinuity of the old civil-
isation of the Near and Middle East. "However, as ea?ly as -the fourth
century AD, both the Roman and Persian Empires had radically altered
municipal institutions. Bureaucratic and centralised administration in-
creasingly reduced local ﬁ}ivilege and local autonomy. As a result, the
civic ‘institutions in the cities had sﬁffered a gradual decline. In.
addition, the growing power of the church greatly influeaced the cities,
and the bases of local and social life were shifted from civic and secular
to religious, theocratic institutions.1 By the late Roman period, the
municipal organisations-had already begun to decay. The process of de-
cadence was, however, gradual and complicated, and cannot be described

in simple terms. In general, this process not only contiﬁued, but also
Intensified, so that with the infroduction of the ‘theme’* system,
municipal organisations were completely destroyed. Thus, since civic
institutions had long been in decay, there is no need to attribute their
decline to external events. By the time of the Arab-Islamic conquests of
the provinces of the Roman and Persian Empires, there was nothing left to
1nherit.2 The Near and Middle East had already become of no importance
in the urban life of classical times. Tﬁué, the Arab-Islamic conquests
did not destroy the ancient city, decay having already begun in late
antiquity.3

On the contrary, with the advent of Islam, towns once again started

_*“The*‘theme"was a military unit stationed in a provincial area [in the
Byzantine Empire]...The organization of territory into themes began
under Emperor Heraculius (reigned 610-641) who stationed troops in three
large districts under the command of a military-governor. Soldiers were
settled in the themes as farmers, helping to build a permanent citizen
army" . Later in the 7th century it was applied to the large military
districts which served as a buffer zone against Muslim encroachment in

Anatolia.
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to flourish, and the Middle East emerged as a seat of civilisation, as
it had once been in the remote past. Urbanism then experienced 1its

golden age, especially between the seventh and tenth centuries AD.

The generalisation thét urbanisation in the world suffered its darkest
age in the Middle Ages is, in the words of Hamdan, "only a half truth".
Early in these centuries the Arabs did not merely stimulate the re-
habilitation and regeneration of the old Roman tcwns, but they also
extended urbanism by founding new towns and brought urban areas to a
size they had probably never reached before.

However, urban revival and prosperity under the Arabs lasted only
for the first three centuries of Islamic domination, that is from the
seventh to the ninth century AD. The tenth century marked the last
time when Arabs led the world in urbanisation.. The remaining part of

the Middle Ages was one of decadence and de-urbanisation.5 Ever since

then the Arab East has lagged behind, while western Europe took the lead,
especially after the Industrial Reyolution,which accelerated the growth
of urbénisation. The Industrial Revolution followed by the Scientific
Revolution have, indeed, shaped the structure of the modern European

and American town, while their impact on theAraE and Islamic town has
been modest and very late.

Although the early followers of Islam were largely desert nomads,
Islam was from the beginning a religion of town people.6 It had first
emerged in Mecca and Medina, which had already developed an urban civil-
isation. Even before the rise of Islam, Mecca and Medina were prosperous
commercial centres on the caravan route between southern Arabia and the

Mediterranean region, and had many of the characteristics of mediaeval

cities.7 It is true that the majoxity of the Arab Army which poured out

of the Arabian desert were Bedouins (nomads), but the command lay over-

vhelmingly with the urban circles ofiMediﬁa and'M.ecca.8
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The process of urbanisation in early Islamic centuries was given

great impetus not only by military and political cbnsiderations, but

also by the religion of Islam.itself.9 One of the original social ideals
of Islam was the ‘sedeﬁtarisation’ of the predominantly nomadic Arab
tribes. ‘Sedentarisation’ was conceived, in early Islamic thought, as
the main act of submission by the nomad Arabs to the new religion.,
Nomadism was disparaged and resented as a fault to be redressed by sed-

entarisation.lo The exclusion of the nomads from full participation in

the Friday services is, In fact, one of the many traits that characterise
Islam as a religion of townspeople, at least in the sense that it tends
to favour the settlers over the nomads.11 Indeed, the Koran itself is
basically urban, anti-nomadic, and its principles are applicable only to

sedentary society.12 The same could also be said of the doctrine of the

prophet.l3 One of the major early religious institutions in Islam was the

Jami or Friday mosque. The.establishment of a Friday mosque, however,
requires a fixed settlement with a permanent population of at least 40
responsible adult males to conduct the Friday prayers. In seventh century
Arabia, this probably implied nothing short of urban conditions.14' Ibn
Khaldun, a fourteenth century Arab historian and social writer, points

out that Islam had brought about a social transformation from the nomadic

culture (Umran Badawl) which characterised pre-Islamic Arab society, to

an urban culture (Umran Hadhari) in the post-Islamic period.15

2.2 The Development of Cities
While the Islamic Empire inherited many ancient cities in the pre-
vicusly Byzantine and Persian provinces, the Arabs themselves founded a
great many new ones, particularly in North Africa where almost half the
newly established towns were located. Many of these towns still exist
today and some, which enjoyed geographical advantages, are among the lead-

ing cities in the region.16 It seems that the early development of Islamic



36

towns was influenced by several factors, such as religion, andumilitary;

political, commercial and social factors.

Since the precepts of Islamic religion enjoin a close association

between its followers, it became evldent that its obligations could not

be fulfilled except in a gathering in a fixed settlement. It 1s signi-
ficant that the daily services (five prayers a day) should preferably

be performed collectively in an urban gathering. Furthermore, the main
Friday services cannot be held except in a settlement with a permanent
population of at least 40 legally adult males. Thus these associations

and agglomerations of the largely nomadic Arab tribes in fixed settle-

17

ments originaliy reéulted from the religioﬁs doctrines concerning prayers.
So the early Islamic city started with a mosque established in two
distinct stages. The first stage consisted of the creation of a sort

of forum usually called masjid (mosque) or Musalla (place for prayer),
open from all dircctions, sﬁmewhere in the centre of the city. This

space functioned not only as a place for prayers but also served all other
functions which affected the community. The second stage occurred when
these spaces were, finally, transformed from mere spaces into formal

18 |

buildings} In this way, Islam.createdlmany religious cities. The

ma jor ones include Najaf (791 AD), Karbela (680 AD), Mashhad, Mahdiyya,

19 This is not, in fact, a

Fez, Marrakesh (1062 AD), Ujda and Rabat.
unique phenomenon from the remote past. More recently, the revival of
Islam by the Wahabi Movement in Arabia in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries led to the establishment of almost 60 new settlements to house
the followers of the Movement from the nomadic tribes. Mention may be
madé of Artawyyah, Ghutghut, Al-Jfar and Dukhnah as examples.20

The military factor in the early Islamic period also played a decisive

role in the building of new cities. In order to command the conquered

territories and house the nomad warriors and their families, the auth-
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orities built many garrison cities in these territories.21 In fact, the
Arabs were reluctant to settle in the ancient towns as a minority exposed
to the hostilities of alien 5ubjects.22 Cities such as Kufa (638 AD),
Basra (637 AD) in Iraq, Uabiya in Jordan, Fustat (old Cairo, 642 AD) in
Egypt, Kailrawan (6?O‘AD) in Tunisia and many others were all built oﬁ the
edges of the desert, the homeland of the Arabs, to serve military pur-
poses.23 In the beginning, these towns were often nothing but semi-
permanent camps erected on the edges of the desert for the use of armies
too remote from their basé supplies in Arabia. They were unfortified,
loosely organised, and built near pre-islamic‘settlements-for the easy
supply of the provisicns needed before these camps grew into towns. From
this sort of urban creation grew the ribats (fortified barracks) designed
_either to protect the Islamic frontiers or as"a plous retreat in the

interior. These became the seeds of very important cities such as Sousse

(Sus), Sfax, Monastir, Sale and Taza. In fact, Rabat, the capital of
24

Morocco, preserves in its name the memory of its origin as a ribat.

Political influence in the establishment of new towns has been of
great importance in the Middle East. The prevailing tradition 1s that,
because of tribal rivalries, the ruling dynasties have tended to abandon
the capital cities of their predecessors and establish themselves  instead
in newly founded cities to symbolise new spiritual and political power.
This phenomenon has greatly contributed to the multiplication of towns
in the Middle East.25 For example, Raghdad, Marrakesh, Fez, Al-Kahira,

Masnura, and Tlemcen owe their existence to the rise of the Abbasid,

Almoravid, Irdrisid, Fatimid, Marinid, and Ziyanid dynasties respectively,

Al-Hasa town, one of the vanished cities of Al-Hasa Qasis, also owed 1its

existence, development and decadence to the rise, development and decline

of the Carmathian Dynasty in Al-Hasa QOasls, as will be examined in Chapter

4 of this study. Thus, these towns and others like them were established

26



to serve as capitals for particular dynasties.

The political factor was also responsible foF the early appearance
of the short-lived princely towns. On occasion a p;ince might £ind it
desirable to remove his residence from the traditional capital and estab-
lish his own princ;ly town so that he might escépe from the direct super=-
vision of his subjects. Samarra (near Baghdad), Raggada and Abbasiyya
(near Qairawan) were creations of this sort. This type of town was
normally deserted by the heirs of the founder and fell into decay.27

Commerce has also exerted an important influence in the urban life
of the Middle East. The geograrhical location of the area made it a

- corridor between the Asiatic storehouse and the markets of Europe. The

traders of the Middle East became the middlemen of the mediaeval world,
28

so that the word Arab simply meant in some languages a merchant. The
commercial traffic in the Middle East led, indeed, to the rise and de-

velopment of many trading centres, particularly in the Red Sea countries
and also in the Maghreb. Towns, such as Al-Farama (Pelusium), Damietta,

Rosetta and Tinnis, were founded after the decline of the commercial role

of Alexandria. O01d trading centres also found their geographical lo-
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cations favourable and participated in the flourishing trade which followed

the spread of Islam.29

Finally, the social tradition of the Arabs, which in early Islam

derived from the middle-class citizens of Mecca, Taif and probably Medina,

favoured the growth of cities. The population of these cities had ac-
quired experience in conducting business even before the advent of Islam

through living in trading centres on the caravan route, so their

economic ambitions were concentrated within the framework of a city.

Hostels for the accommodation of the nomads were, in consequence, quickly

transformed into urban centres. This was one obvious reason for the

extension of Islam.30
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2.3 The 1glamic City of Arabia

Many cities in Arabia have very ancient origins, but few of them

have been geographically studied, even in modern times. This may be

due to the occupation of the local scholars during the Islamic era with

Islamic studies and Arabic literature. 1In fact, if geographical inform-

ation 1s required on Arabian towns and cities, it must be found between'
the lines of historical records or in the travellers’ accounts of the
nineteenth century, and sometimes it is mixed with legends. Consequently,
it is necessary to bear in mind the limited reliability of such inform-
ation, though great care has been taken to ensure that it is, in fact,
reliable.
While most of the pre-Islamic cities of Arabia developed as stations
or marketing centres along the‘caravan.foutes, their growth came to a
"halt when the importance of these routes declined due to the constant
wars between the Byzantine and Persian Empires before the rise of Islam,
as had already been explained. The‘'advent of Islam in 622 AD gave new
impetus to the development of many Arabian towns and brought a tremendous
importance to the small caravan cities of Mecca and Medina (the ancient
lathrib or Yathrib), which were also trading centres on the caravan route
between Syria and Yemen. With the flight of the Prophet Muhammad from
Mecca (his birthplace) to Medina (his refuge), the fortune of the latter
town started to grow together with the growing strength of the Islamic
faith, Medina became the religious centre of the Prephet and his follow-
ers and then became the political capital of the new Islamic state (622~
661 AD). It served also as the military centre of the great Islamic
conquests. As Islam gained more ground, firstly in Arabia and later in

the neighbouring countries, the importance of Mecca also increased dra-

matically, for the following reasons:-

*
This title deals only with the city and town confined to the boundaries
of what came to be known after 1932 as Saudi Arabia.



1. Mecca was the original home of the Prophet Muhammad. He was

born and brought up in this city. Most of his missionary life was

also spent here.31

2. It was the place in which the first Surah (Koranic chapter)

was ‘revealed’.

3. It is the chosen direction (Qiblah) to which Moslems should turn
in thelr five daily prayers.

4. Pilgrimage to it was prescribed in the Quran (Koran) as one of
the five plllars of Islam. Every able Moslem should pasrform this
duty once in his ]ifetime.32

5. It was the birthplace of most of the prominent figures of the
first Moslem Empire.33

Probably each one of these facts helped to give Mecca a distinguilshed
place above contemporary cities and won it a unique respect in the Islamic
state., The combination of these facts has greatly enhanced the prestige
of Mecca among the Arabs and has helped to keep its name alive in the
heartsof millions of believers over the world till the present time.

Thus, while the prosperity of Mecca depended largely on its religious
functions, Medina relied heavily on being the political capital of the
first islamic state (622-661 AD) and its military centre, But during the
Umayyad period (661-749 AD) the capital was moved from Medina to Damascus
and then Medina had to rely on its religious importance as the second holy

city in Islam.

Naturally, the removal of the capital from Medina to Damascus signi-
fied not only a shift in political power from Arabla to Syria, but also
deprived the towns of Arabia of the prosperity generéted by thelr being
political centres. It was during the reign of Khalifa Uthman (644-656 AD)
of the first Islamic state of Medina that the activities of commerce led

to the development of Jeddah (Jedda) town near the sacred city of MECCa*B



Although Medina lost its former function as a capital to Damascus,

it nevertheless made some gains during tﬁe Umayyad period. For instance,
the city was supplied with a domestic water system, The great mosque
was enlarged for the first time‘andminarets were introduced as a new
characteristic which.héd not existed before. The area round the great

mosque was paved. Several fine buildings were built for the governors

of the city. In fact, some growth in the city was observed on both sides

of the Wadi Al-Aqiq, where many palaces were built. These activities had

so increased trade that‘Médina became a trading centre for the Hijaz
district, and this further enhanced the growth of the city.35
However, with the removal of.the capital from Medina to Damascus,

the political importance of Arabla declined, and its towns had to depend

41

for their development on the religious significance of Mecca andiMedina.36

The religious functions of these two cities led from the early days of
Islam to the multiplication of routes coming towards them from all
directions (Fig.2.1)., Cousequently, an increase in trade and revenue
occurréd which eventually resultéd in the gradual growth of these cities.
However, since the function of the routes in this era was to link
Mecca, the place of pilgrimage, with all the Moslem countries, Mecca
became far more important than Medina. Other towns which appear to have
been of some importance in this phase were those which served as stations

along these routes. Such towns as Dhub and Al-Wajh on the Egyptian Ha}j

route, Tabuk and Al-Ula on the Syrian Hajj route. Fayd, the only important

centre on the an-Najaf - Mecca Hajj route, and Al-Yamamah on the Omani-

Mecca Hajj route. The towns that emerged along the inland Yemeni Haj]

route were Bishakh and Tarzbah, whilst Gazan or Gizan, Al-Qunfudah and

Al-Llith developed along the coastal Yemeni Hajj route. Finally, Buraidah

and Unaizah also developed in the Al-Qasim district along the Basrah-

Mecca Hajj route. Thus, the appearance of Islam not only increased the
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number of routes across Arabia, but also increased the volume of traffic
and the number and size of towns along the Hajj routes.
Although the actual size of these towns is not known, the largest

number of pilgrims was most likely to be found along the Egyptian,

Syrian and Darb Zobaidah (Najaf -~ Mecca) Hajj routes, for the volume

of traffic aleng these routes would reflect the concentration of pop-
ulation in Persia, the Fertile Crescent, Egypt and the North African

countries which usually used these routes. The Yemeni Haj} route was
also important as it was used by pilgrims from south Arabia and East

Africa, as well as from the Yemen.

As the main function of these routes was to conduct pilgrims to
Mecca rather than maintain trade, the function of such towns was to
provide the necessities of 1life for the travellers who journeyed tc lecca
and Medina either for visits or pilgrim;ge. To accommodate such fre-
quent travellers along these routes, many houses were no doubt required
in these towns, whilst food and water supplies were essential. Such
activities must have attracted people from the nearby desert year after
year to provide the services required in these towns. Consequently there
must have been a considerable flow of people and'wealth‘into these towns,
whilst continuous contact with the various Moslem nations also introduced
many new cultural elements. | .

Mecca, as the terminus of all traffic routes, probably became the
first city of Arabia because of its religious importance, whilst Medina
ranked as the second city. Tabuk, Al-Ula, AlAWajL and Dhubah are likely
to have been smaller towns, but they were of importance because they
-were rest stations along the Egyptian and Syrian Hajj routes which seem
to have carried the largest number of pillgrims to Mecca.

The third category of towns included Fayd and Al-Yamamah, located

in central Arabia on Hajj routes which did not carry such heavy pilgrim
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traffic as those from the north and west. Fayd was the major resting
place for pilgrims from.Iraq. Persia and the countries of central Asia,
whilst Al-Yamamah was the station for pilgrims from the Arabian Gulf area.

A fourth category of towns cansisted of those situated along the
Yemeni Hajj routes. Because of the more favourabie environment, esp-
ecially in terms of water resources, the towns along this route did not
develop primarily to serve the pllgrims.  The great number of settle-
ments along these routes allowed the pilgrims to travel on foot and,
indeed, as Abdo observes, this mode of pilgrimage existed until a few
years ago.38 This Hajj traffic did not contribure much to the develop-
ment of the settlements and towns along these routes. However, the
largest and most important towns, which may have gained a2 little from
pillgrims, were Beishah and Turabah on the inland Yemeni Hajj route and
Jazan, or Jizan, Al-Qunfudah and Al-Llith on the coastal Yemeni Haj)
route. Because of high temperatures, high humidity and saline water on
the coastal Hajj route along the Red Sea, this latter route was of only.
:ﬁinpr importance. Consequently, the towns which were located along this
route were not as important as Beishah or Tarabah along the other Yemeni
Hajj route.

When the capital of the Islamic staté'was moved again from Damascus
to Baghdad during the rise of the Abbasid Dynasty (762-763 AD&, the pol-
itical importance of Arabia suffered further decline, for in the early
years of the Abbasid Dynasty the people of Arabia, and particularly
those of Medina, stood out against the establishment of the Abbasid state.
But, as theAEbasid Khalifate expanded, it came to include, for the
first time, many new countries. The number of pilgrims increased and,
consequently, the towns along the Hajj routes of Arabia gained much

during that period. Thus the Arabian towns located along the Hajj

routes probably flourished and reached their peak during the Islamic



45

expansion in the early part of the ninth century AD. But these towns °

started to‘decline once more at the end of the ninth century AD as the
Moslem Empire began to break up. This was followed by the struggle
against the Crusader Occupation of the Levant and Jerusalem in the
eleventh to thirteenth centuries and the Barbarian incﬁrsions into Persia
(1220-1227 AD) and Iraq (1258 AD) by the Mongols. Syria, too, was
devastated by the Mongols in the fourteenth century,

This period of instability obviously had fepercussions on the
numbers of pilgrims and led to a decline of the towns on the Hajj routes,
which basically owed their existence and importance to the pilgrim
traffic.

After the brezking up of the Islamic Ewmpire, Arabia returned to
tribal unrest. Traffic routes became insecure and Bedouin attacks on
pilgrim caravans became common, especially when there was a weak central
government in Baghdad or Damascus. This insecurity was greatest in the
sixteenth century, when the Al-Hijaz and Al-Hasa districts were parts
of the Ottoman Empire and central Arabia was left to the local leaders.
Insecurity was also prevalent during the eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies when there were wars between the various dynasties of Arabia, such
as Al Saud, Al Racheed and%}—Ashraf.39 These disturbances led .to the
isolation of Arabia and resulted in local allegiances and a multiplicity
of small political units called Amirates (Princedoms). These small
Amirates were constantly at war. The chief of each Amirate was called
an Amir (Prince) and used his father’s town as capital for his Amirate,
for example the Uray’er family ruled in Al-Hasa (Hofuf),.the Mu’ammers
in Uyainah, the Sharifs in Al-Hijaz (Mecca), the Saudis in Dar'yia, the
Al Rasheeds in Hail, the Sayyid Al-Idrisis in Sabia, Sayyid Habbat in

Najran, and Dahham Ibn Dawwas in Riyadh. Thus, as Wahba states, "Arabia

was divided into innumerable small principalities, each ruled by a prince
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who had little interest in common with his neighbours".

Apart from Mecca and Medina, the only settlements of importance
in Arabia were those that functioned as capitals and military centres
for the Amirates. The Amiratesﬁainly derived their incomes from customkl
dues, and Zakat (the poor rate), levied on agriculture and farming stock.
Only in the Al-Hijaz were there additional sources of income, the most
important ones being the annual taxes on pilgrimage, and the taxes on -
transport, mosély camels, to Mecca, Arafaf or Medina. Due to the in-
security during these times and the shortage of water for agriculture,
revenues from customs dues and Zakat were very small: for example, those

41 in 1920.

for the Najd (central Arabia) amounted to no more than £72,000

Thus, although the level of development of both Mecca and Medina,
in Al-Hijaz, slowed down as a result of the declining number of pilgrims
due to the disturbances,they remained thea major towns of their Amirates
and in the country as a whole. This was probably because of their reli-
glous status, through which they attracted additional revenues from com-
merce and in taxes from the yeariy pllgrimage seaéon.

The towns which served as capitals for the Amirates of the interior
were affected by the transition from land route to sea route. From the
fifteenth century there was ;ncreasing*reiiance on sea routes due to the
opening of the Cape of Good Hope as a major trading route. This event
led to European interest in the Indian Ocean. As a result, a transfor-
mation of the.transit trade from Arabia fo the Indian Ocean occurred.

The prevailing insecurity in Inner Araﬁia discouraged the use of the in-
land routes, and as a result pilgrim traffic by sea routes increased,

Consequently, as the former inland Haj] routes declined in importance,

8o did the towns located cn these routes, while small ports on the Red
Sea and on the Arablian Gulf developed to handle pilgrims and other traffic.

Towns such as Jeddah, Yenbo, Jazan, Al-Qunfudah, Dhub, Al-Wajh developed



on the Red Séa, whilst Al-Oqair, Al-Qatif and Jubail developed on the

Arabian Gulf. lAlthough many of these towns, such as Jeddah, Yenbo and
Al-Qatif, claim a very ancieﬁt origin, it seems that they grew and de-
veloped as a result of sea traffic; In fact, Jeddah and Yenbo quickly

became important ports due to their proximity to the holy cities of

Mecca and Medina, becoming the principal pilgrims ports.

The function of the two ports near the holy cities was not only to
recelve the pllgrims coming from abroad, but also to accommodate them
and to arrange for their departure to the holy cities of Mecca and Medina
and their return to their own countries after the pilgrimage was over.
These two ports also served as commercial centres for the western part
of the country. Jeddah developed far more rapidly than Yenbo, especially
as a pilgrim port. This was due to its‘closer proximity to the holy
cities than Yenbo.

Thus, while the ports of the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf prospered
as a result of the increasing reliance on sea traffic. Mecca and Medina
continued to be the most important cities in the whole of Arabia. The
towns of the interior had virtually no political or economic significance
until the emergence of the Religious Reform Movement (Wahhabi Movement)
in central Arabia in the eighteenth centufy.

The appearance of the Wahhabi Movement, or the Religious Reform
Movement, as thg religious scholars of_Saudi Arabia prefer to call it,
was due to the many interpretations of Islam during the Mediaeval period.
These interpretations were mostly of non-Arab origin and imposed on the
Moslem ccmmunity by newly-converted people such as the Turks., The
original ideas of the religion were somewhat modified by this contact
with other cultures and the value bestowed by the Moslem fa;th on the
Arabian socicty had been almost completely forgotten.AzAssah described

the situation in Arabla just before the appearance of this Movement as

follows: -
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.+ .the Arabtian had returned to their primitive pre-Islamic
concepts. The state had disintegrated and the social
structure had broken down under the stress of clannish
rivalries. Superstition had replaced the true principles

of Islam at all social levels, to such an extent that many
trees, caves, domes, tombs and mausoleums had come to be

- regarded as possessing religious sanctity, and the teachings
of Islam which had governed society and held it together had
become a thing of the past. Robbery and lawlessness had |

once again become the source of living in the desert, and
life had become so precarious as to lose its value. It was

as if Islam had never appeared in the Arabian Peninsula and
nad never left any traces of civilisation.43

As a backiash to this trend, a religious reform movement was
formed in central Arabia éuring the niddle of the eighteenth century by
Muhammad Iban Abdul-Wahhab, after whom the movement was later named.

The aim of the new movement was to return to the true Islam, to the
Islam of the Prophet.

Dar’yia, which was used as a base for this movement and as a capital
for the Saudi Amirate, started gradually to develop as a religious and a
political seat, and as a centre for wealth and administration. It be-
came a focal point for the followers of the movements, though it had
never before been an important u?ban centre,

The spread of the Wahhabi Movement throughout inner Arabia went
virtually unnoticed by the outside world until the early years of the
nineteenth century, when the movement sacked the Shi’ite holy city of
Karbala (Iraq) in 1801, and when the Wahhabi expelled the Turks from
Mecca and Medina in 1806. According to Winder, the Saudi Empire reached
its height at the end of the first decadé of the nineteenth century, and'
the doctrine of the movement spread over most of Arabia and reached as
far as Damascus and Baghdad in Syria and Iragq.

It seems that the prosperity which had been lost during the Mediaeval
era of Islam by the towns and other settlements of central Arabia was now
regained owing to the success of this movement in Arabia. Dar’yia became

the most important towm in central Arabia and probably reached its peak

48
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of developmeﬁt during the second decade of the nineteenth century.

The other'ﬁain towns of central Arabla were Hail, Buraida, Unaiza,
and Shaqra. Hail, as has been*mengioned before, was a seat fof the Al
Rasheed Amirate, the foe of Al Saud of Dar’yia, and was also the prin-
cipal town of the Jabal Shammar district. Buraida and Unaiza have
traditionally been important commercial centres in the heart of Arabia
as well as markets for livestock. Shaqra also served as 3 marketing
centre for the Washm district.

However, the prosperity enjoyed by these towns did not last long.

On behalf of the Ottoman Empire, the Egyptian army attacked various

parts of Arabia with the aim of destroying the Wahhabi Movement in its
own home. In 1818 the invaders destroyed Dar’yia and sacked it. Dar’yia
then lost its cultural role and never recovered. Then the attacking army

completed its plan by invading the other towns and villages to ensure

the end of the Wahhabi Movement. It has been reported that "“in the

towns, the forts and walls, even houses and palm trees, were pulled

downi“as

Although the Movement established itself again in Riyadh in 1824
and for the first time gave some importance to Riyadh, generally speaking
the period between the destruction of Dar’yia in 1818 and 1843, when the
Egyptian army was driven out of the country, was a disastrous period for
the towns of Arabia, and in particular central Arabia. During this period
econcmic activi;ieS'were disrupted by the continuous warfare against
the Egyptiaﬁ army. Consequently, the old disturbances and tribal unrest
of the IslamicMediaeval era became also characteristic of the daily life
of the people. Winder describes the situation in that period saying:-

Feuds broke out, between towns and within towns. Bedouilns
resumed their despdling raids on each other and even more,

on the defenceless tovnfolk .46

What made the situation worse was, in 1821, the spread for the first



time of a cholera epidemic originating from India., Ibn Bishr (a local

historian) states that "it first struck in 1828-29,,.,in the western

district of‘Washm.47

The eplidemic hit hard and, indeed, affected the whole area and the

settled centres in particular, The result of this epidemic was des-
cribed by Ibn Bishr, who witnessed this event. He says:-

Great annihilation descended on them [the people] and disrupted
the tribes and transportation. Dwellings were deserted by their
occupants, If it [cholera] entered-a house, it would not leave
it as long as an eye was moving therein. The corpses of the
people remained in their houses with no-one to bury them. Their
wealth was left without any guardian. The towns stank from the
corpses of men. The domestic animals and cattle roamed in

the towns with no-one to feed or water them, so that most of them
died. Some of the children died of thirst and hunger, and most
of them fell in the mosques prostrated, because when theilr
families felt the pain, they threw them in the mosques hoping
that some one would come to save them. But they died because
there was no longer anyone to save them. The towns were left

empty because no-one would come to them,48
This epidemic also affected the pllgrims who came every year to the
holy cities of Mecca andiMeéina. Winder stated that:=-
In April-May 1831 the pilgrims‘atiMecca were hit hard by the
disease which they contracted from their Indian co-religionists,
the havoc in Hijaz was frightful; reports of the number of
pilgrims who died reaching 20,000. Of the Syrian caravan
about one-third never returned; of the Nejdi, one-half.4é
The frightful news spread quickly throughout the Islamic world and
- prevented many pllgrims from coming in the next years. Thus the devel-
opmant of towns and other settlements of what is now called Saudi Arabia
was affected either directly oriindifect¥y by this disease. Together
with the frequent attacks of the Egyptian army, which occurred again in
1836 and 1838, it caused the Arabian towns and villages to become either
battle fields, fertile environments for cholera epldemics, or targets
for attacks by marauding nomads, The result was the destruction of
towns, as had happened to Dar’yia at the hands of the Egyptian army, or

their depopulation, as had happened during the spread of cholera,

After the Egyptian army was forced to leave the country in 1843,
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Imam Faisal Ibn Turki came back from his exile in Egypt and reconstruc-

ted the Saudi or Wahhabi state. He established justice, reinforced sec=-
urity and restored to Nejd some of its old prosperity. Towns were re-

built and prcbably gained a little prosperity during Imam Faisal’s
rule (1843-1865)., From 1865 till 1902, civil war raged between the
sons of the above Faisal, starting immediately after his death. There
were constant wars between the Al Saud and the Al Rasheed Dynasties and
the other leaders of the Arabian Peninsula. Feuds, tribal unrest and
the old hostilities broke out again between towns and within towns as
well as between tribes and townfolk.so I
These disturbances profoundly affected the stability and therefore

the development of the towns in the country. Hail and Riyadh were the

main power centres during this period and the administrative centres of

central Arabia, but between 1887 and 1902 Riyadh lost its position to
Hail and the latter became the capital and the dominant power in central
Arabia,. ' .

When the towns of central Arabia are compared with other towns in
the country, it appears that towns such as Mecca, Medina, Jeddsh and
Hofuf developed more than those of the interior, due to the latter’s
isolation and the instability prevalling there. Mecca and Medina prob-
ably gained much from the railway link with Damascus (1905) and so did
Tabuk and Al-Ula, which were stations along the railway line. But these
advantages did not last long due to the destruction of the railway in
the First World War. Jeddah and Hofuf derived their importance from their
position as commercial emporia for the whole country. The.other main towns
of the western part of the country were fhose ports along the coast of
the Red Sea which developed because of the opening of the Suez Canal
in 1869, In fact, the cpening of the Suez Canal transformed the Red Sea

into one of the world’s major trading routes. Such towns as Yenbo, Jazan,
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Al-Qunfudah, Al-Llith, Al-Wajh and Dhuba are all ports on the Red Sea.
The inland towns of Taif, Najran, Turaba, Abha and Bisha served as
trading centres for the nearby areas. The other main towns of the Eastern
Province were Al-Qatif and Al-Ogqair, which served as ports on the Arabian
Gulf, and Mubarraz, the secoad most important in the Al-Hasa Oasis.

In 1902 the late King Ibn Saud was able to recapture Riyadh from
Ibn Al Rasheed. From this date forward, Riyadh gradually started to
emerge again as one of the important towns in central Arabla. Then King
Ibn Saud realiszd the problems of Bedouins in the country and the urgent
need for reform. He knew that he could not apply any project to solve
their problems whilst they were still roaming the desert. He persuaded
some of them to abanden their nomadic tent life for village house life.
To put his policy into effect, King Ibn Saud built about 60 new settle-
ments to accommodate the newcomers from the desert. The most important
of these settlements were Artawyya, which was built in 1912 and populated
mostly by the Harb and Mutair tribes. Then followed Ghutghut, whose people
'ﬁere'mostly the Utaiba, then Dukhna, mostly occupied by the Harb, then
Ajfar, mostly populated by the Shammar.51 These settlements were called
Hijar (sing.Hijrah) or ‘departures’, because the new settlers departed
from their old nomadic life to adopt a better, settled one.

This kind of policy resulted in restoring law and order and stability
in the relationship between townfolk and the tribes, who abandoned their
nomadic life.

During the third decade of this century, the rulers of Riyadh over-
came Hail in 1921, then Hijaz in 1925, and later Asir Province was in-
corporated with the other Provinces to form the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The country now prepared itself to enter a new phase, the phase of petrol-

sum and modernisation.
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CHAPTER 3

*
. MORPHOLOGY OF THE ISLAMIC TOWN

3.1 The MDrEhological‘LeEacz of the Islamic City

When the victorious Arabs of the Islamic conquest (7th century AD)
took over numerous Hellenistic and Persian cities, the physical shape
of these cities seems to have influenced the newly founded Islamic towns.1
According to Hourani, Sauvaget went so far as to suggest that 'the physical
shape of what we usually call the Islamic city was essentially that of the
Greco-Roman city which had'precedéd it, only somewhat modified by the
dynanmic forces of Islamic society.2 Iﬁdeed de Planhol stated that the
Islamic city consists of "Islamic flesh upon a pre-Islamic skeleton.“.3
Certainly, Islamic towns did start from nothing and, as Hassan points
out, they must have borrowed from éntiquity various methods in the art of
building towns:.4 In comparing a Muslim town with a Hellenistic one in
the same location, it was found that the general features in the two cities
wére the same. The city wall continued to delimit an area which was
organized around the ancient sysfem of coordinates. The Greek agora
(place of assembly) had been replaced by the Jami mosque. The Hellenistic
checker-board structure had already become ineffective through the build-
up of individual quarters. But although the gridiron plan was in decay
long before the advent of Islam,5 it was sometimes adopted by the builders
of new Islamic towns. Samarra (Iraq) the south-western part of Aleppo
(Syria), Lashkari Bazaar, Bost (Afghanistén) and various tcwns in Egypt
and al-Maghrib exemplify the gridiron plan of classical ti:mes.6
Some of the Hellenistic institutions of urban life survived the Islamic

conquest and fcrmed a base for the later elements of the Islamic town.

The Suq (market place) evolved from the colonnaded avenue, thefgaysariyyah

*Literally, the term morphology means the study of form or shape, and
urban morphology implies a study of urban formas it has evolved and
taken shape in active relationship with the set of spatial factors and
human decisions, Therefore, the urban morphology is defined in this study
as the study of form of a city from within and without, its interior
aud exterior form.



56

and the Khan from the basilika, the hammam from the thermae or ancient
baths, the courtyard-hcuse from the Greek peristyle house. The bazaar
is an ancient institution in the Middle East and preceded the coming of

Ihlam.7

The major differences between classical and Islamic towns were the

absence in the latter of the classical gymnasium and theatre. However,
their social and educational functions were taken over by the mosque,

and from the twelfth century AD by the madrasah, which became a special
religious institution for learning.8 |

The Hellenistic rectangular plan influenced various towns of Islamic
origin in al-Maghreb and Egypt. A town such as Rabat (Morocco) was built
"on the model of Alexandria", with parallel straight streets intersecting
at right angles, while quasi-rectangular plans appeared.in.the towns of
al-Asker, al-Qatai and Al-Qahira. This is also true of the towns of
Meknes, Taza, Qasabah of Marrakesh, and Fez - Jadid or New Fez as well as
of the Mernid towns of the fourteenth century AD in Morocco, and of

Tunisian towns.

%
The circular plan, which is believed to be of Assyrian origin,

appeared in the Eastern Islamic regions in the first Islamic centres of
Kufa and Basra, in Abbasid Baghdad of Al-Mansur, and in some of the Islamic

towns of Iran.9 This circular plan or the oval one became a feature in

the great majority of early mediaeval Muslim cities.lo

Thus the Islamic town certainly owes much to the already existing
forms of pre-Islamic city, but it should be emphasised that Islam stamped
the city of the Middle East with various characteristics to crecate what

11 These characteristics, however,

is usually called the "Islamic City".
evolved, according to Grabar, in four phases: (1) before 650 AD; (2) from

650 to 750; (3) between 750 and 1100; and (4) from the twelfth century AD

w

Hasan, H.I., op.cit., Vol.2,p.290, states that the Arab took the
circular plan from Persia.
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onwards, the pre-médern phase. He suggested that (a) "there was more than
one type or model for the traditional cify and that these types are de-
finable in chronological succession". (b) The pre-modern city acquired

its essential characteristics  around the twelfth century AD, when the
multiplicity of religious institutions was growing. Although this type
of town also decayed, it did prdﬁide the contemporary town which followed

with a nucleus of architectural elements which have been used for various

12
purposes.

However, generalization on the shape of Islamic cities is, in fact,
a very hard task because of the variety of Islamic city types, such as
the Mediterranean, the Mesopotamian, the South Arabian and the oriental

type!.'3 Innumerable variations are also found over so long a period of

time. Aubin warns that there are many factors which affect the shape of
a clty. Some of these factors are physical while the others are human.
‘Unfortunately, these factors cannot be dealt with here, since each city
has its owyn set of factors affecting its physical shape. But in genera},
the shape of a city is usually related to the whereabouts of things needed
by its inhabitants. For example, the site of water supplies and the
location of cultivable land encourages town growth towards them, as each
town must have an adequate hinterland and water. ‘Streets and buildings
will follow the contour of the land on which the town is built.'® Wind
difection in such a hot area sometimes influences the layout of streets,
as was the case with Fatimid Cairo, "which had one great street running
south~southwest to north-northeast in the direction of the prevailing
summer wind"., The giblah (the orientation towards Mecca) sometimes in-
fluenced the layout of streets, as can be noted in Meknes and Taza

1> Political decisions may also decide where a citadel, a fort-

ification, a mosque or a palace should be buile,®

tl-,(orocco) .

Allowing, then, for such local variations, we can nevertheless give
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a broad sketch of what a ‘typical’ Islamic city would look like.

3.2 The Morphological Characteristics of the Islamic Town.*

Before modern times the majority of Islamic cities possessed common

features of plan and architecture arising from the needs, customs, law,

economy and aesthetic principles of Islamic society.17 They were mostly

18

rectangular,”  oval or circular19 in their shapes. They were often surr-

ounded by strong defensive walls, usually with battlements, and watch-

towers built at strategic positions for protection against attack (Fig.3.l).

The town wall had been a pre-Islamic feature of classical towns%o

In the Islamic tewn it functioned as a protection for the early moslem

communities, who were dwelling among a population of unbelievers. It

continued in the Islamic town over the centuries because of the political

quarrels between the various dynasties, the Bedouin raids against these

towns, and the piracy that prevailed along north African coast. It also

provided a physical protection from the harmful conditions of the environ-

ment such as sand-bearing winds, which are a common climatic feature in

this hot rezion. In fact, some cultivable land was even found inside the

q

town wall.”” The walls were usually thick, tall and in general built either

of stones, if they were available in or near the site, or of sundried bricks.

They were sometimes surrounded by a fairly deep ditch or moat for defense.

22

In the town wall were several large gates linking the town with the

countryside and the outside world. The positions of these gates were often

influenced by the routes into or out of the town. These gates were commonly

named after the destinations of the roads runaning through them, and thus

marked a town’s major economic and cultural contacts. Above the gates were

military installations to guard the town from unexpected attack or un-

23

welcome visitors. The gates which were linked to the centre of the town

by two or three main thoroughfares, were locked during the night for pro-

x

T M

Gecgrapnically, the Islamic town is here defined to include the urban ex-
perience of the Arabic speaking land of the Near East. The Turkish

and Persian town are rarely mentioned in this study., An attempt to cover towns
in the entire Islamic World would be so broad as to obscure any cultural

distinctiveness and it would be, somewhat, comparable to coverage of "western"
towas. from Santiago to licscow.

- —

o



Fig. 3.1 Model of the Evolution and Development of thé Middle Eastern City

(After Ismail,1972)

(a) A schematic land use pattern for the early medieval Arab city

A. City Core

& 1. Jam/’ mosque

Eriak 2. Qaysariyyahs and specializ-
ed sugs

o . Khans

o Hammams

— Square or maydan

O AW

B. Sugs on the thoroughfare or
gasabah

C. A residential quarter or harabh,
including local mosque, suwe-
qah and hammam

woe D. The citadel

wawsg E. The government area or al-
makhzan

B F Khans

st G. Wall
! H. Open market place or maydan
|. Semi-rural district
s J. Cemetery

@iy K. Cultivated fields, pastures and
parks

(b) Pattern of phase one of physical urban: growth

O A. The old city
= B. The citadel

C. Square, or maydan Taht al-Qal’ ah
mma D. New clusters of sugs

mx E. New residential districts

west  F. New dwelling clusters

________________________________________________
.........................................
''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
...................................
''''''''''''''''''''''
.........

............

J



H(}

main urban body
of new central business district

districts
E. The beginning of the formation

B. The citadel and its surrounding
C. Growing satellites reaching the

(¢) Pattern of phase two of physical urban growth
A. The old city

MM D. New residential districts

O

e
—
P

i |

|

___#
M_W

districts

(d) Pattern of phase three of physical urban growth
A. The old city

" B The citadel and its surrounding
jossy C. New residential districts fol-

©

lowing western patterns

D. The gradual shifts of the new
central business district

ey

E. New industrial locations

==



61

tection. The main thorouglifares joined each other at the heart of the

town and divided it into a number of quarters or harat. Apart from these

main roads, the streets of the town were narrow, crooked and sometimes

vaulted and often led to cul-de-sacs. They were suitable

only for pack animals.24v-Fisher described the old streets of Jerusalem
as "extremely c¢onfusing to tourists, who must find a way through dark
alcoves to one of the four main gateways".25 A distinguished American
Arabist who was a student of modern North Africa lost his way in the
winding streets of Fez (Mérocco) and had to ask for directions though
he felt from the beginning that he kneﬁ'the city well enoug’h.26 Fathy
explained how such a street pattern came to be universally adopted by

the Arabs. He gave climatic reasons for the adoption of such streets.

It 1s natural for people experiencing the extreme heat of the desert to

seek shade by narrowing and orienting the streets, and to avoid the hot
winds of the desert by'makiﬁg these streets wihding,*with closed vistas.27
The adaptation of this sort of streeéet plan was suitable for populations
who had no vehicles and for wham:porters and domestic animals were the
only means of transport. Its compactness made it easy and even convenient
to walk to any part of the town using the continuous shade provided by
these narrow winding streets. Moreover, the shorter the town wall, the
shorter the stretch of it that each able-bodied male in the population
had to defend.28 In addition these narrow winding streets formed a de-
fensive net-work against any deep penetration by attackers., It seems thaF
no particular one of these needs can be solely held responsible for the
irregularity of such streets, though each probably had some influence.

It is natural that the collective needs of the population should con-
.tribute to the irregularity.

While the origin of this kind of street pattern is obscure, it is

said that the Prophet Muhammad himself prescribed a minimum of 7 cubits




(about 3.1 metres) as the width of streets to allow the passing of two
heavily laden animals., 1In fact this width was appliea In the case of

Basra and Kufa towns by the Khalifa Omar (638 AD).29

The whole town was divided into wvarious enclosures which radiated
from the centre of the town towards its outer wall., Each enclosure was
somewhat separated from the others physically as well as funct onally.
The central enclosure was occupied by the palace or palaces of the
ruler or his deputy and by the principal governmental buildings. It was
in this enclosure that most of the aristocratic elite usually resided.
As a spiritual centre, the Jami mosque (Friday Mosque) was often located
at the heart of this complex30 in a square (the agora or forum of pre-
Islamic towns), entered by the main thoroughfars. The Friday Mosque is,
.iﬁ fact the religious as well as the political centre of the whole town.
Here the male population of the town assembles weekly for the Friday Prayers
and sermon, and here they hear the proclamatiohs of their rulers. The
blessing on the ruler each week by the Khatib or preacher constitutes an
écknowledgement of his sovereignty,while its omission means his deposition.
The mosque was also the intellectual centre of the town where the Ulama or
cscholars assembled to discuss and teach Arabic and Islamic learning. Between
prayer times, students grouped in circles around their teachers, who leant.

against one of the many columns in themosque.31 The larger cities had

impressive public buildings adjacent to the central area. For example
"there were public: fountains, gardens, public halls and academles of art
and sclence". A characteristic of Islamic art was the minarets and towers.
The minarets of the main Jami mosque of the central area and of other
mosqdes throughout the town were the dominant feature in the skyline of
the Islamic town as well as the religious symbol of all Islamic towns.
They were seconded in size and impressiveness by the palaces of the

ruler or his deputy and other buildings of the powerful and wealthy.32

62
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In the immediate neighbourhood of the central enclosure is the

business district which includes several markets for different commodities.

It is striking to note that the concentration of several économic act-
ivities in a single suq or bazaar is a characteristic of all Muslim towns. Each
economic activity was always concentrated in a sihgle' lane I(bazaai:)lwhich

was reserved completely for its purposes.33' For example in the Business
District of Medina (Saudi Arabia) there are many markets which'specialise

in selling particular commodities, for instance suq al-Qammashah (the cloth
market), suq al-Habbabah (the grain market), suq al-Khudhar (the vegetable
market) and suq al-Uyyashah (Ehe bread market).
It seems likely, as has been suggested,tthaf*the origin of such

arrangements may lie in the old tribal specialization in certain activities,

and that this specialization was strengthened by later ethnic and religious

association with specific commodities and professions. Perhaps, because
_these professions were the bﬁly source of income for thdée who practiced
them, a guild system may have developed to protect the members’ interests
b§ preserving their professional secrets and keeping away competitors.
This, with the obvious need for security, éspeciallyﬂfor jewellers, and for
éolidarity against official extortion, probably encouraged the concentration
of each profession in a single row in the market. A more striking phenoﬁenon
was the density of the units making up the single suq or bazaar. Shops were
grouped in small areas sometimes big enough only for the man and his'goods.?’4

The arrangement of the different aswaq (Plural of Suq) or markets in
the Islamic town usually conformed to the following pattern:

(a) Near the mosque was often located the sug concerned with selling
candleé, incense and other perfumes.

(b) Because the mosque is an intellectual centre, there was a suq

for booksellers, a suq for bookbinders and in the immediate neighbcurhood

was the suq of leather merchants and slipper sellers, since all these markets
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were somewhat concerned with leather goods,

(c) Beyond these markets was located the market for carpets and nearb‘ywas‘

al-qaisariyyah, the market for textiles and certain household goods.

T R ——

The latter is the only roofed market, and is used for selling and storing
precious-goods, which can be locked away during the hight and in times
of unrest. It is said that theal-qaisariyyah of the Islamic town was or-
igirally developed from the Byzantine basilika and that the market hails
of Antioch were its probable model.
- (d) Next came the markets of the noisy and smelly pursuits such as
carpentering, metal working, tanniné ahd dying.
(e) Markets for saddlers, blacksmiths and other crafts primarily
concerned with the countryside were often located near the town gates.
(£) Fairs, auction markets and other markets requiring more space
were located inside or outside the town wall in spaces near the town gates.35
The number of markets and the varieties of goods depended largely
on the size and nature of a particular city. 1If the city 'served as a seat
of government and was relatively large, the number of markets and the
varieties of goods were likely to be more numerous than in the smaller
cities. The markets not only served the urban population and other
customers, but also acted as international centres for trade and commerce.
In fact the markets and the mosques were the only meeting place for the
different classes of the town and the countryside. It was only in the
market that the non-Muslim traders and merchants could meet and deal with
their Muslim counterparts and other customers from the town, the country-

side and the desert. C(Consequently, it was here in the Business District

that caravanserais, and coffee houses as well as hammams (bathhouses)

were bullt to serve the visitors to the market3.36

Next to the Business District was the residential zone, The char-

acterlstic feature of tile residential pattern of the Islamic town was the
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soclal and fhysical segregation of the various groups of inhabitants,

The segregation was usually based on ethnic or religious affiliation,
indigenous cr immigrant status,.social class and occupation. This,
however, led to the division of the residential zone into various quarters

(Arabic singular mahallah or harah or fariq) . Each group of the pop-

ulation would occupy a certain quarter and preserved it for its own
members.37 There were probably few North African towns without a
Jewish community. 1In fact the Jewish quarter was a common feature in
most towns cf southwest Asia. It was often located near the palace of
the ruler as was the case in Fez, Tlemcen, Constantine and Marrakesh.
Numerous other minoéities existed in various Islamic towns, such as
the Armenians, the Indians, Somalis and other Africans in the ports of

38

the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf region. The holy cities of Saudil

Arabla have a large number of Islamic minorities.

Occasionally, some of the various quarters were physically separatad
from the neighbouring quarters by a wall with gates which could be locked
at night and during times of disturbance. Indeed, according to de Planhol,

~Marco Polo described seven walled quarters at Lut (an Iranian Oasis).39

*
Medina (Saudi Arabia) still preserves this phenomenon in its old Haushse

or the Internal subdivision of the quarters.

Each quarter was almost self-sufficient, and contained a small market
and a mosque located in a strategic position.

The most important single unit in the quarter is the house. The
Islamic Louse was always turned away from the streets towards a central

courtyard and it had few openings on to the street, since this helped to

40

reduce the heat, dust and noise to a minimum,

The form and shape of the Islamic house was usually influenced by

The Haush ceonsists of a group of houses built round a circular space.

It has only one entrance controlled by a strong gate which was closed

at nignt and at the time of disturbance. The back wall of these houses
joined each other to form a circular wall round these houses Ior protection
"Each quarter contained several Haushs and each Ilaush has its owm defence
arrangements., This system existed in the western part of Medina.
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Islamic philosophy and tradition, by the available building materials,

by family social 1life and climate.

Islam is hostile to luxurious and lofty buildings, which are the
symbols of pride and arrogance, so it encouraged the use of fragile and

perishable materials in house building. Thus the low-built house became

a general early Islamic characteristic. It was only in the big cities

that this rule was not completely observed, in later periods because of

the high popula£ion density which required vertical expansion and thus

the building of tall houses. Nefértheless the need to shut out the dusty
hot winds of the desert encouraged the'persistence of the pre-Islamic house
with a central court or patio.

The need of the Islamic family to secure a maximum degree of privacy
resulted in the division of the house into two parts. Male friends were
received in one part, separated by doors or overlapping walls from the other
part, which was considered a'private family saﬁctuary. Some houses were

even planned with two courtyéfds, one' for men and the other for women. Two
store houses were also builg arouﬁd a central courtyard where the men re-
ceived on the ground floor, while the upper floor was reserved for women.

In general the house received its light from the inner courtyard.

The window and roofs were built in such a way as to prevent intrusion into
the intimacy of neighbours® lives. The structure of the house was usually
designed to cope with the climatic problems of the desert. Correct orien-
tations were observed in the general arraﬁgement of the rooms, which opened
on the courtyard facing the direction of the cool breeze. The courtyard |
itself acted as temperator for the house, for it had a fountain and some-
times a tree which together created cool and pleasant conditions in the

house in sharp contrast to the hot bﬁrning street outside. Various parts

of the house were cven designed to suit different times in the day and in

/4
the year.}l ror house ventilation and indeed for bringing more cool breeze
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into the house, the Arab created a device called a malkaf or wind-trap.

It 1s a shaft rising above the rest of the house and facing north. The

north and west side of the upper part of the malkaf were left open to

catch the prevalling cool breezes from these directions and funnel them
through a Qa’a or large tall room and then into the rest of the house.

The air escaping through the lantern on top of the house is replaced by
fresh air coming through the malkaf, thus creating a draught even when
‘the air outsidé is motionless. With such ventilation it became possible
to disperse with ordinary-windows and to place the Qa’a in the middle of
the house surrounded by other rooms for protection against the heat coming

from the outside. Rooms which could not be provided with a malkéf were

often provided with carved wooden screens called mashrabiyyah placed across
large windows. The mashrabiyya was designed to break up the strong light

42
of the sun and reduce the glare without reducing the movement of the air.

Thus the malkaf, the mashraBixzah, and the cou}tyard*with its cooling
elements created cool and pleasant ¢onditions in the house.

A gsignificant trait of tﬁe Islamic house, which helped to create
the urban scene, was its simplicity from the outside and its richness in
decoration and comfort from the inside. This signifies the dweller’s
appreciation of comfort and his neglect of external appearances. The
grouping of houses along the narrow winding streets also provided good
shade for pedestrian and reduced the wall area exposed to the sun at any

one time.43

Finally, beyond the residential area came the military zone or the
"citadel quarter" which always occupied a strategic position from the
military point of view. The citadel quarter was always kept separated
from the rest of the town’s population. In some cases the ruler and other
members of the ruling elite bullt their palaces in this quarter, when they

considered the central area in the heart of the town too congested. Some
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of the squatters who had recently arrived in the town also resided in this

quarter. Whilst some of the immigrants were accepted as inhabitants of

the town, others would live outside the town wall somewhere near its gates.

The cemeteries of the Islamic town were always located outside
the town wall near one of the town outlets. Beside the Islamic cemetery

there were always separate cemeteries for the religious minorities of the

town if it had any. The Christian and Jewish cemeteries were always located

outside the town wall near the quarters inhabited by these minorities.

Before modern changes, all Islamic cities had general similarities.

The narrow winding streets and the arrangement of buildings were

similar everywhere and the plan of one city could be taken for that of
any other. Buildings and districts might seem to be arranged haphazardly,
but in fact there is a structural and functional unity underlying them.
The social pattern is physically visible in the various quarters, the main
public buildings, the palaces of the ruling elite, the houses of notables
and of the rest of the population. *All.these areas were related to each
ﬁther and to the market which was devoted to various trades.

Although the building of a city extended over a long period with
different owners and builders, the character of the city was always main-
- tained. This continuity of character could not have been achieved without
tradition, nor without an ability to adopt various methods to deal with
the natural local environment.45 Each structure in the Islamic town has
its own reason for existing and a logical arrangement in relation to other
parts of the town. Nothing exists by chance or is built haphazardly.

The fine Islamic architecture exhibited often in the public build-

ings'is indeed a reminder of the golden age of Islamic civilization. The

problem of water supplies for houses,mosques and gardens was dealt with

skilfully by both Persian and Arab town builders., The houses of old Cairo

were each provided with running water. Many towns iﬁ Iran still preserve

44



the old ganat system which sometimes terminated in the market, the mosque

or in the house of the owner. Indeed it was in use in Medina (Saudi

Arabia) till the 1950s. The narrow winding streets often created problems
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for the movement of people and laden animals, but relief was always offered

by the numerous small squares and gardens and courtyards with their
fountains and running water. The Islamic city evolved in an Islamic en-
vironment and embodied Islamic culture. '"The centrality of the great
mosque, the high status accorded to craftmen and merchants, tolerance of
minorities and the importance of family and kinship groups, all arose out

of the precepts of Islam and more or less directly affected the morphology

of the town;"46

Although there is structural similarity between the Islamic towns,
they also exhibited a rich variety in.tﬁeir urbanﬁscenes. The geograph-
ical contrast between the various Islamic regionsrprovided*many types of
buidling material, oven-firéd or sundried briéks or mud, which commonly
had variations of colour according to their parent materials. '"Light
brown and red" bricks prevail in South Morocco, while "every shade from

grey to dark brown" can be seen in the Nile valley. Baghdad city 1is soft

yellow in colour. This contrast is also evident in the stone-built towns.
Black basalt stones are used in Diyarbakir (Turkey), while the "speckled
grey alabastrina stone is extensively used in Musl (Iraq). 01d Jerusalem

has white limestone.

There are also variations of building style from one region to another.

The sloping roofs of Turkey differ strongly from the flat roof tops of
most Arab and Percian towns. North African towns seem to have more in

common with Southern Europe than with the rest of the Islamic world.

(The pre-Islamic skyscrapers of South Arabia, on average six stories high,

are in fact a special case.)47
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CHAPTER &
MODERN CITY DEVELOPMENT IN THE MIDDLE EAST WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE

TO OIL

4.1 The Effect of 0il on City Development

A. The Causes of Change

a. Economic Tmprovement -

Thirty to forty years ago Saudi Arabia, Libya and, perhaps, Kuwait,
"had some of the lowest living standards of anywhere in the world: now
Kuwait shares with the U.S.A. the highest per capita income (of over
34,000 [£2,247.19*] per annum) of any country - and States such as Abu
Dhabi. and Libya are not very far beh:ln'd".1 In 1930 Saudi Arabia had
only a total annual income of about £150,000 from which to maintain all

) 3

government activities,” In 1973 revenue from oil reached $4,340 million

(£2,438.20 million) and in 1974 it jumped dramatically to $22,573.5
million4 or £12,681.74 million as a result of the almost four fold in-
crease in the price of oil in October 1973. For many countries in the
'ﬁiddle East and North Africa, oil revenues provide the main source of
government inccme and sometimes they are the only source of income.

The oil producing countries in the region can now establish social
service scehems, choosing the very best from all over the world, and
many oil companies, such as the Aramco 0il Company in Saudi Arabia,
provide low cost housingz for their workers. Iran, for example, has
financed major improvements which now sustain an annual grcwth rate of
7f10%' In Kuwait there is a car per three inhabitants while some parts
of the region have the most luxurious hotels in the world and probably
the most expensive anywhere,

O0il wealth has been used to finance numerous projects in various

parts of the region either directly through the oil producing countries
° o
One sterling pound = 1.78 American Dollars

el
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themselves or indirectly through financial ‘aid’ scehemes of various

kinds, such as the Kuwaiti Fund for Arab EconbmicDevelbpments and, more
recently, ‘The Arab Economic Fund’. For instance, between December 1973
and January 1975 alone, the Arab countries and Iran invested in their
own countries over $38 Hillion6 (more than £21.3 billion). Most of

this ampuﬁt was spent on infra-structure projects such as building sea-
ports, airports, bridges, sewage and water systems, electrificatibn,
communications, educafion and the health services, which includes two
large hospitals and 100 clinics for Saudi Arabia. These heavy invest-
ments in the infra-structure are extremely significant for théy have
helped to modernize all sectors of the economx_and.improved living standards.
They are also forming a base upon which further developments can take

place at a rapid pace.7

The flow of capital from oil revenues to the neighboufing non-0il
producing countries has had; on a smaller écalé, a direct impact‘on the
rate of growth and development of the cities in the countries concerned.
They have benefited from the enormous oil wealth through both the per-
sonal investment of Kuwaitis, Saudis etc., and through revenues pald

to their governments (Jordan, Syria and Lebanon) for the concession of

oil-pipelines, from Iraq and Saudi Arab%g.a

b. Migration and Urbanisation *

The oil ac?ivities in the region have stimulated a large population
movement to the oil centres and to the other cities to work directly in
the oil industry or in the services provided in the cities by the oll
money. For example, the immigrants called non-Kuwaiti in official
statistics, at present out-number Kuwaiti citizens in their own country

9

and in 1965 immigrants constituted 77% of the total labour force.” 1In

1969 the United Nations estimated that 25-50% of the residents of the

Middle Eastern city were born elsewhere.lo Various factors are re-



sponsible for this migration to the oil centres and other newly pro-

sperous cities in the region. Firstly, there is well-paid employment

at all levels and a demand for a great variety of skills. Secondly,

the standard of health and education there is higher than the average for
the Middle East as a whole and, above all, they are free for all.
Thirdly, low import duties and lack of protective tariffs in the oil
producing countries make foreign goods, such as radios, televisions,
cameras, cosmetics and others, both cheaper and more readily available
than in other countries of the region.

These advantages in the oil areas are strengthéﬁed further by
disadvantages in the immigranté’own areas which encourage them to seek
better opportunities elsewhere. These disadvantages include (1) low
incomes. This is probably true of neighbouring areas to Kuwait such
as southern Iran, southern Iraq, Yemen in the case of Saudl Arabia,
and perhaps Egypt in the case of Libya. (2) Political factors are con-
sidered active in encouraging migration. For example, the establish-
ment of the State of Israel in 1948 and the subsequent wars with neigh-
bouring Arab countries, led to a large population movement from Palestine
to various Arab countries, particularly to the oil areas.ll The civil
war in Yemen (1962) and, at present, the civil war in Lebanon con-
stantly encourages a populationmovemeﬁt towards more prosperous and
secure areas of the Middle East.

Migration has occurred not only between the oil and the non-oil

countries of the Middle East, but also between the rural and urban

14

areas within each country. Poverty, poor health and education facilities,

lack' of electricity and modern transpocrt and communications, slowness

in the implementation of development projects and many other factors
have perhaps driven people from the countryside to the city. The

demographic pressure on the land has also played a role in this popu-
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lation movement from rural to.urban areas12 and, in addition, skilled

labourers and-businessmen from different parts of the world have re-
cently been attracted by the oi} boom and converged on Middle Eastern
cities particularly those in the oil areas. |

In 1965, 21% of the population of Iraq resided in the city of
Baghdad and in the case of Jordan 17% resided in Amman the capital.l3
In 1965 Kuwait City contained over three-fifths of the total state pop-

ulation.14' According to an official estimate 14,97 of the total pop-

ulation of Egypt in 1970 resided in Cairo alone.ls For Saudi Arabia,

there are no available figures, for the census carried out in 1962-63
has not yet been published but this phenomermm is clearly reflected in
the failure of the town planners reasonably to predict thz population

growth of the Kingdom towns at a given date. The population growth
in the towns in this country has reached far beyond expectation, pro-
bably because of the influx of people from the desert or the rural

areas to seek employment there. .

Oil exploitation in the regilon has no doubt accelerated the immi-
gration process to the urban areas at the expense of the rural ones.
The oil industry has focussed the direct employment opportunities in the
oil camps, at tanker terminals and refinery sites and at the oil com-
pan;es'headquarters.,, Indirect employment opportunities are also more
readily available in the capital cities as a result of heavy government
expenditure. Examples include Iraq, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, the
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and Libya,

Owing to a lack of available census data and inadequacies in that
which does exist, together with ambiguities in the use of the term

%
" furban’ and various other reasons, 1t is impossible to assess accurately

*
The urban place is defined in Saudi Arabia as a place which contains

4,000 inhabitants, in Iran 5,000 and in Turkey it is 10,000. Egypt and
Syria use administrative status as criteria for the urban place, (See

Beaumont, P., and others, op.cit.,p.205.)
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the urban growth in the region. However, using the various definitions,
K.Davis estimated that in 1970 nearly 80.4% of the population of Kuwait
was urban, 74.5% for Bahrain, 68.4% for Qatar and 44.9% for the United

Arab Emirate, all oil producing countries. The urban percentage for

non-oil producing countries is much below the figures quoted above.

For example, they are 31.2% for Turkey, 32.8% for'MQrocco and only 6%
for Yemen Arab Republic. The rates of urbanization in the oil countries
are even highef than the total for southwest Asia (35.6%) or North
Africa (34151).* This high urban percentage can probably be explained
largely in terms of rural-urban migration which has been accelerated

by the oil boom or by natural increases in population. This latter
would seem to be a very active factor in the urbanization of the Middle
East. The mortality rate has been steadily declining here since the
Second World War, particularly infant and maternal deaths, while the
fertility rate of 44-50 per thousand is even higher than the world
average of 33 per thousand.16 The higher natural increases perhaps
reflect the better living conditions which have become possible only
during this era of oil.

Persistent rural-urban migration and the high natural increase in
the population might suggest that the Middle East and North Africa are
over-urbanized in the sense that there are many unemployed migrants in
the cities and towns of the region.l7 However, urbanization in the
Middle East and North Afriga increases at an annual rate of 4.5 and 5.5%
which exceeds the'world*averag? of between 4 and 4.5% per annum..l8 This
high level of urbanization has resulted in an annual urban growth in

the cities and towns of the Middle East of 5.0% for the cities of Syria

and Lebanon, 5.8% for,Iraq and Jordan and over 9.0% for the cities and

townls of Saudi Arabia and the Gulf States. These higher urban growth

¥
Percentages have been quoted in Beaumont, P,, and otherss op.cit.,p.205
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rates are related directly or indirectly to the development of the oil
industry in the region.19

The oil operations of the Middle Last have resulted in the establish-
ment of several new towns in the.oil areas. (The impact of oil on the
growth of setftlements will be dealt with later in this chapter,) and
in addition, many older towns have expanded. Abu Dhabi, for example,
has been transformed, within ten years of the first shipment of crude
0oil, into an aéglomeration of concrete buildings and roads designed
to international standardSwhile Kuwait experienced a similar trans-
formation even earlier. Various new towns with low cost housing have
20

been planned and constructed at Issa (Bahrain) for some 35,000

workers, at Dhahran (Saudi Arabia) the 0il Company headquarters, at
Abadan (Iran) the oil terminal and many others. In fact many towns
in Saudi Arabia, the Gulf area and Libya are growing rapidly in size

. - 21
and numbers as the effect of oil industrialization is widely felt.

B. Town Response to Change ‘

To cope with the rapid incréases in migration to the urban areas
and the natural increase of their own inhabitants, towns have expanded
beyond their old walls. For example, Beirut has grown from 107,000

. 22
square metres in 1945 to 1,181,00C square metres in 1966, whi}e,the

5
old build-up area of Tehran, which was 3.8 square kilometres, had ex-

panded by 1958 to 19.5 square kilometres.23 The expansion of Kuwait
and Riyadh are clearly marked in Fig.4.1;

As a result of this rapid expansion unplanned groups of settlements
have appeared in various parts of each town particularly at their outer
margins, where shanty towns or bidonvilles began to form broken rings
around the old cores, occupying those parts of the old town centres pre-

viously considered unsuitable for house-building, or extending along the

main roads which connect one town with the next, There are many examples
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of such phenomena throughout the Middle East. For example, there were

an estimated 47,000 reed and mud huts in Baghdad in 1956 which rose to

at least 55,000 in 1963,24 and although figures are not available,

Abu Lughod reported similar findings in her study of Cairo.25 For

Kuwalt, it was estimated in 1974 that 18,000 or 16.0% of Kuwait housing

. 2
units were ishash or shanty town shacks 6w’hile in a 1965 study, Abul-

Ela reported the presence of shanty towns in Riyadh, the capital of

Saudi Arabia.z*7 Indeed, observation during 1972-73 and also in 1975 .

showed that ishash or huts were still present in scattered pockets in

28

most of the oil .towns and other centres of Saudi Arabia,
Shanty towns were usually built on unauthorized sites using every
available cheap construction material and inadequate techniques. The
inhabitants of each ‘settlement’ often originated from one particular
village or district or had a similar tribal background and the physical
structures of such settlements are often based'oneavillage.pgttern.

They have, in fact, disturbed not only the old structural fabric of

the traditional town but also caused enormous problems for the local
authorities. Land ownership problems, traffic problems, health risks,
the need for public services, etc., required urgent solution through
serious planning and powers of enforcement not only to solve the existing
difficulties but alsq to prevent them happening again in the future.
Unfortunately, due to lack of experience in dealing with such matters |
the planners eifﬁer came up with inadequate solutions which sometimes
made the situation worse, or they tried tP apply solutions from abroad
which proved completely unsuitable to the problems of Middle Eastern

towns and in both cases, the old town structure became further damaged.

Advice on town planning is frequently sought from other countries,

Kuwait.City being a good example of this, as reported by'Hill.29

19



c. thsical Changes of the Townm

Recent changes in the physical structure of the traditlonal Islamic
town wereqlargely functional, arising from the economic changes brought
about by the development of the oil industry in the region.

These new economic developments led to a rise in the urban pop-
ulation and the old commercial quartefs of the towns became inadequate
to cope with the increased volume and variety of demands of a large
community,while residential areas spread further away from the comm-
ercial zone causing expense and inconvenience to those who had to
travel some distance to the ceﬁtre for various purposes.

In order to function properly, the old.commercial areas of the
towns changed in various ways. Firstly,they expanded horizontally often
at the expense of older institutions and residential buildings which
were sometimes converted into shops or office blocks. This can be
gseen In some parts of old Jeddah in Saudi AraEia.30 Secondly, some
of the larger commercial establishments which could not find economic
sites in the old commercial zone have moved to different parts of the
town, so that the larger towns in the region now have several commercial
centres as noted by Clark and Costelld31 for the Iranian towns and Hill32
for Kuwait town.

Shops in the Middle Eastern town spread out beyond their old econ-
fines and dealers and brokers, handling foreign goods, took over the
ground floor of houses andmosque333 in the commercial zone and along the
newly opened avenues which cut through the old structure of the town.
This unprecedented phenomenoncan also be seen nowadays in the larger
towns of Saudi Arabla, such a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>