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Author: Janet Elizabeth Owen

The Collecting Activities of Sir John Lubbock (1834-1913)

Abstract

This thesis explores the archaeological and ethnographic collection of Sir John Lubbock as a
source of evidence for the study of late nineteenth century social discourse, and the role of
individual agency and contingency within. In doing so it makes the case for the importance of
historical museum collections as resources in the historiographical investigation of the i
development of disciplines. It draws on a methodology based primarily upon theories of
collecting, discourse, cultural theory and chaos theory to produce a model that analyses the
internal coherence of the collection, using evidence for the way artefacts were collected, used and

disposed of.

The results of this analysis are used to explore the relationship between the collection and the
wider social discourse within which it was created. In particular, the collection as a statement of
late nineteenth century sociocultural evolution discourse is discussed, but it is also part of a fluid
and complex discourse landscape incorporating liberal, upper middle class, Broad Church,

domestic, masculine, nationalist and imperial values, rules and social practice.

The collection analysis also facilitates study of the role of individual agency in the creation of the
collection, and how the collection itself influences wider social discourse as an active agent
through the concept of intertextuality. Drawing upon chaos theory and theories of contingency,
the thesis also explores the impact of locally sensitive initial conditions on the development of the

collection, its use and disposal.

The thesis concludes by bringing together the various strands identified above and exploring a

holistic meaning for the collection.
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The Collecting Activities Of Sir John Lubbock (1834-1913)

Introduction

Objectives

‘Everything. Been it. Seen it. Mean it.
You think you've had a demonstrably hard time? Your job, let me guess, is

made of solid odium?
Now, I've been used: abused, disabused, misused, mused on, underenthused.

unamused, contused, bemused and even perused. Any compound of used, but chiefly
used: shaving bowl, vinegar jar, cinerary urn, tomb good, pyxis, vase, rat-trap, krater,
bitumen amp-1ora, chamber pot, pitcher, executioner, doorstop, sunshade, spittoon, coal

. Scuttle, parrct rest, museum exhibit, deity, ashtray. If you're quiet, don't fuss and take it,
it's staggering what people will dump on you. If it's vile, I've had a pile - and I know
more than five thousand languages...' (Fischer, 1997: 5)

Every object tells a story. Every object is more than it seems. The archaeological and
ethnographic collection created by Sir John Lubbock in the late nineteenth century', now at
Bromley Museum?®, tells many stories. This thesis focuses on one aspect of that narrative - the
relationship between the collection, John Lubbock and the nature of late nineteenth century
society. In doing so, it intends to shed light on more than just this one particular example or case
study. There is also a broader objective to demonstrate how museum collections can be used as a
key source of evidence in historiographical studies of $cientific, archaeological and ethnographic

disciplines.

Numerous histories of archaeology and ethnography have been written focusing upon published
works and unpublished archives of people considered key figures in the development of these
disciplines. It is rare that the various collections in museums, collected and deposited over the last

200 years, are considered as primary resources (for example Feest, 1995; Knell, 2000; Pearce,
1995, 2000; Petch, 1998; Stocking, 1985). Indeed, material culture studies and histories of
archaeology tend to focus upon different research questions or different perspectives on the same
questions. This thesis argues for the recognition of collections as important sources making their

own valuable contribution to any broader historiographical study. It identifies a model for

' Also known as the Avebury Collection because John Lubbock was granted a peerage in 1900
and took the name Lord Avebury in memory of his work to save the monument at Avebury in the
1870s. The term 'Avebury Collection' is one used by Bromley Museum to describe the material
held 1n 1ts care, but as far as I can determine was never used by Lubbock to identify his
collection. The material at Bromley Museum is on long-term loan from the current owners, the
Orpington Historical Society. The British Museum also houses some of Lubbock's original
collection, but does not classify it as such: the items are dispersed across the Prehistoric
Collections and classified according to period and site rather than by donor. Part of the collection
was distributed to 29 museums across the UK by the British Museum (British Museum Archive,
"letter from CH Reade to 'Dear Lord Avebury', August 31* 1916"). Unfortunately no records

have been found identifying the 29 museums, although the museums at Derby, Ipswich, Leeds,
Peterborough and Nottingham have material from the Lubbock collection.

2 Located in the Londcn Borough of Bromley.




collections analysis that enables this integrated approach, and applies it to a specific case study.
In doing so, it is hoped that the thesis will also point to new, interdisciplinary ways of interpreting

and using these collections within the museum context.

Lubbock's archaeological and ethnographic collection lends itself well as a case study for the
study of this broader objective. It was created during the period 1863 - 1913, at a time when the
disciplines of archaeology and ethnography emerged as part of the scientific discourse. Its focus
on relevant subject matter at a time when these disciplines developed 1s intriguing. When we
consider that Lubbock may have been a significant player in the scientific and social discourse
that inspired them, a study of his collection becomes even more worthwhile. Little recent

research has been carried out on the collection, nor on Lubbock's role within late nineteenth

century discourse. Numerous assumptions on this theme are made within both published and
unpublished contributions to studies of this period. Desmond (1994: 258), for example, regards

his contribution as negligible through his tendency to treat Lubbock as invisible:

Re Darwin waiting for publication of Origin: 'He [Darwin] was now lame in his spa at
Ilkley, with a swollen face that left him 'worse than when I came'. He clung to Hooker's
enthusiasm and Lyell's support, and 'If I can convert Huxley I shall be content'.

There is no mention of Darwin's deep regard for Lubbock's support at this difficult time:

1f you ever arrive at any definite conclusion, either wholly or partially for or against
Pangenesis, I should very much like to hear; for I settled some time ago, that I should
think more of Huxley's and your opinion, from the course of your studies and clearness
of mind, than of that of any other man in England.”

T am glad you [Lubbock] have got my Book, but I fear that you value it far too highly.- I
shd. be grateful for any criticism. I care not for Reviews, but for the opinion of men like
you & Hooker & Huxley & Lyell & ¢."*

1 forget whether I told you that Hooker, who is our best British Botanist & perhaps best
in World, is a full convert, & is now going immediately to publish his confession of
Faith; ....Huxley is changed & believes in mutation of species: whether a convert to us, I
do not quite know.- We shall live to see all the younger men converts. My neighbour &
excellent naturalist J. Lubbock is enthusiastic convert.”

'Although yor will be overwhelmed with congratulations, I must write to say how
heartily I rejoice over your success. Your speech at Maidstone struck me as quite
excellent, and I fully expect to see you a great man in Parliament, as you are in Science.
But even in the moment of triumph, I must let one little groan escape me for poor

} Reprinted in Hutchinson, 1914: 49. "Letter from Charles Darwin to John Lubbock, dated 15"
February 1860".

* Reprinted in Burkhardt & Smith, 1991: 388. "Letter from Charles Darwin to John Lubbock,
dated [22" November 1859]".

> Reprinted in Burkhaidt & Smith, 1991: 279, "Letter from Charles Darwin to A. R. Wallace,
dated 6™ April 1859"



deserted Science. Anyhow, I know that you will always love your first-born child, and
not despise her for the sake of gaudy politics."®

This thesis seeks to redress this balance in part, by considering Lubbock's role through an
exploration of the collection and its relationship to the wider late nineteenth century discourse of

which 1t is a part.

The Evidence

Lubbock's collection is an extremely well documented collection. Two small notebooks (the
Avebury Catalogue, Volumes 1 and 2) reside within Bromley Museum and act as a catalogue for
the original collection. They describe the acquisition of 1331 items (or groups of items) by
Lubbock. Several artefacts have identifying marks or labels providing information that can be
linked to specific catalogue entries. Within Lubbock's correspondence archive and diaries now
housed primarily at the British Library frequent reference is made to his collecting activities, and
archives relating to other individuals within his collecting network also contain relevant
information. Through this evidence, the collecting process and the meaning of the collection as a

whole can be explored.

The Collector

John Lubbock (plate I) was born in 1834, eldest son of City banker and influential intellectual,
John William Lubbock, and an enthusiastic and 'liberal minded' mother, Harriet (nee Hotham).
(Plate II). The Lubbock family came from the North Walsham area of Norfolk and developed
mercantile and banking interests in London in the late eighteenth century. The Lubbock business
was established in partnership with Sir William Lemon at 11 Mansion Street, London, on 5™
February 1772 (Hutchinson, 1914). When it amalgamated with Robarts, Curtis & Co. in 1860, the
business moved to the Robarts premises at 15 Lombard Street. By the mid-nineteenth century the
family was well established at the High Elms estate near Down in Kent (plates III and IV), a

location more accessible for the London metropolis than the Norfolk villages (Hutchinson, 1914).

John Lubbock was born on 30" April 1834 at 29 Eaton Place in London. Parental interests

ensured he had plenty of opportunity and encouragement to develop his own in science, and

6 Reprinted in Hutchinson, 1914: 73. "Letter from Charles Darwin, Down House, to John
Lubbock dated 25" February 1865". Regarding Lubbock's successful first political speech.
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he appears to have done so at an early age. His mother's diary records how at the age of 4 he

loved insects:

'His great deiight is in Insects. Butterflies, Caterpillars or Beetles are great treasures,
and he is watching a large spider outside my window most anxiously.! (Hutchinson,

1914: 6).

These scientific interests were not actively catered for at the schools Lubbock attended,
Abingdon Abbey and Eton, to the disgust of his father. He was sent to these because of their
excellent reputation, but was withdrawn from formal education at the age of 14 to assist in the
family business. However, during his school years Lubbock spent a great deal of his own time
studying natural history and geology, rather than the classics required during his hours of formal

education (Hutchinson, 1914). These studies were continued after Lubbock left school and began

work at the bank. In 1850 he gave his first lecture, on the Wireworm, to villagers at Down

(Hutchinson, 1914).

Having Charles Darwin as a next door neighbour, close friend and mentor possibly sealed
Lubbock's passion for science, evolutionary theory in particular (Keith, 1924). Darwin moved in

to Down House about a mile from High Elms in 1841, and proved an influential person in

Lubbock's developing role in the scientific discourse:

‘He induced my father to give me a microscope, he let me do drawings for some of his
books, and I greatly enjoyed my talks and walks with him. My first scientific original
work was on some of his collections, and appeared in the Natural History Magazine for
January 1853. In 1849 I was elected a member of the Royal Institution, and in 1853
attended my first meeting of the British Association. In 1854 I was introduced to Sir C.
Lyell and Sir Joseph Hooker, in 1855 to Kingsley, Prestwich and Sir John Evans, and
Joined the Geological Society. In 1856 I met George Busk, Huxley, and Tyndall, and the

Jollowing year was elected a member of the Royal Society.' (notes by John Lubbock
reproduced in Hutchinson, 1914: 23-24).

Lubbock's first article (1853) described a new species of Atlantic Calanide which he named
Labidocera Darwinii. In 1853 and 1854 Lubbock continued working on Darwin's collections and
those at the Royal College of Surgeons producing three further papers describing several new
species. He became a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1858, in recognition of publishing a paper
on Daphnia in the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society (Lubbock, 1857), a paper that

received high praise from influential figures including Richard Owen and Thomas Henry Huxley
(Hutchinson, 1914).

Lubbock was a 'professional amateur', a Victorian polymath. He pursued his interests in science
whilst working as a merchant banker, and from 1870 onwards also acting as a Member of
Parliament for Maidstone (1870-1880) and the University of London (1880-1900). He first
entertained the thouglt of entering Parliament in 1863 when he was invited by the Liberal

Committee of the City to stand on their behalf, but his father forbade him from accepting the



invitation. He stood as the Liberal candidate for West Kent in 1865, and 1868, but failed to

secure the seat on both occasions.

Though his scientific hobbies took up a lot of time during the first 40 years of his life, his diaries
suggest he was an active participant in the local social scene’. In 1852 he joined the Kent
Artillery Militia, as did many young gentlemen at this time in the light of civil unrest and

nationalist fervour on continental Europe. He made his impact in banking too, most notably by

introducing the Country Clearing System (Hutchinson, 1914).

Though entomology and botany were perhaps his keenest scientific interests he dabbled in
geology, archaeology and ethnography and was heavily involved in the debates of the 1860s
regarding sociocultural evolution. In this regard he was perhaps best publicly known for the
publication of Prehistoric Times (running to 7 editions during his lifetime), and The Origins of
Civilisation, first published in 1870. Lubbock had a keen interest 1n preserving ancient
monuments, and in 1871 purchased part of Avebury, in Wiltshire, to protect the prehistoric site

from impending destruction. As an MP he steered the Ancient Monuments Act of 1882 through

Parliament, and when made a peer took the title Lord Avebury.

He married twice, first to Ellen Francis Hordern (‘Nelly’) in 1856 who shared Lubbock’s interest
in archaeology but who died in 1879. Nelly was an orphan, only daughter of the late Reverend
Peter Hordern of Chorlton cum Hardy whom Lubbock met through his friendship with the

Haighs at Liverpool (Hutchinson, 1914). In 1884 Lubbock married Alice Lane Fox, daughter of
Augustus Pitt Rivers. Lubbock died in 1913. (Plates V and VI).

The Thesis

The thesis is divided into six chapters and a concluding statement. Chapter one proposes a
methodological framework for analysing the collection as a starting point from which it is
possible to explore its relationship with wider social discourse, human agency and contingency
within late nineteenth century society. This framework is developed from approaches used within
discourse analysis, cultural theory, material culture studies and chaos theory. Chapter two
explores the nature of late nineteenth century sociocultural evolution discourse and its
relationship with wider social discourse within contemporary society. Analysis of the collection
(chapters four, five and six) suggest that it is primarily a statement of the soctocultural evolution
debate though it is shaped by the complex inter-relationship between a range of discourse acting
upon it. Chapter three describes the nature of the evidence used in the collection analysis and

identifies the strategi:i used to gather this data, developing the relationship between these

’ British Library MS Add 62679-62684 inclusive.
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strategies and the methodology outlined in chapter one. It introduces both the primary and

secondary sources of information used in the research, and discusses the influence of twentieth

century discourse, individual agency and contingency on what has survived to study.

Chapter four outlines the results of analysing the collection data gathered and defines the internal

coherence of the collection using the model described in chapter 1. This coherence is used to
explore the meanings Hf Lubbock's collection within nineteenth century society. Chapter S begins
this process by discussing the collection as an important element of sociocultural evolution
discourse as well as a statement of wider social discourse. Chapter 6 considers Lubbock's
motivations for collecting archaeological and ethnographic material and his role as human agent
in the development, use and disposal of the collection. It also explores the active intertextual role
played by the collection in shaping and reflecting discourse, how it 1s constructed from previous
statements and contributes to future publications and collections. Finally, the role of contingency

or historical accident in the development of the collection is discussed. The conclusion draws all

these influences together and considers the collection's meanings from a holistic perspective.



Chapter 1: Identifying the Methodological Framework

Writing Histories

Writing histories is a complex act of social and cultural representation. Anyone embarking on
such a journey should spend time to reflect critically on what he/she is thinking and arguing.
Although this process of self-reflection is difficult, I will attempt to <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>