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ABSTRACT

Hunting in Malta implies almost exclusively the shooting of migratory birds while
trapping implies the catching of birds, mostly finches, which are kept as song birds.
Both activities are more than just pastimes, as they have strong social, political,
economic and environmental aspects. The number of hunting licences has grown
rapidly during the past 25 years while the land area available for hunting has
decreased as a result of development. The growth in the number of hunting licence

holders before the 1970s is roughly congruent with demographic growth but the

sharp increase in the number of hunters which took place after the 1970s is related
to economic, not to demographic growth.

The availability of free time and the increase in the number of hunters and trap-
pers resulted in more impact on the environment. Technology enhances the
hunters’ performance and enables them to shoot birds which were previously not

shot or shot in very small quantities. The proliferation of collections of stuffed birds

accentuates the problem.

Hunters often argue that they have a right to hunt as hunting is a traditional
sport. Apart from the fact that today’s hunters use non-traditional means to hunt,
there 1s no evidence of a Maltese sport hunting tradition. Hunters constitute about
five per cent of the population, but elections in Malta are very often won or lost
with a small number of votes and political parties are very careful when tackling
the 1ssue. Hunters perceive themselves as a strong political force and lobby against

restrictive laws.

The decreasing number of various species of birds in Europe is well documented
and Maltese hunters and trappers often lament about the lack of wild birds.
Analysis of ringing recoveries shows that Maltese hunters kill birds from specific
European populations in both spring and autumn migrations. It is argued that this
kind of shooting can have detrimental effects on the populations concerned. Rather
than being an industry which generates substantial business, as hunters argue, it
is shown that hunting has a detrimental effect on the economy both in real and in

potential terms.




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface

Acknowledgements

Introduction

Introduction

Geographical setting

Geology, Soils, Geomorphology
Climate

Ecosystems

Human impact

Exploitation of wildlife
History of hunting in Malta
Aims and structure of study

Chapter 1 Historical and anthropological background

Introduction

‘Man the hunter’ evolutionary theories
The hunting hypothesis

Support for the hunting hypothesis
The scavenging hypothesis
Gatherer-hunters

The comforting hypothesis

What is hunting?

Hunting as war

Literature shakes the foundation of ‘man’s’ dominion

Hunting in art
The Great Chain of Being

The Judaeo-Christian religion and hunting

Hunting and Imperialism
Penitent butchers and thawing hearts
Why do hunters kill?

Hunting for sport

Philosophical defence of hunting
The ‘back to nature’ concept
Eco-feminism and hunting

Prey as an object

Is sport hunting ethical?
Hunters ‘love’ their prey
Hunting and conditioning
Learnt vs innate behaviour
Alternatives to hunting

The way we never were — in harmony with nature

Environmental degradation and hunting
Conclusion

111

X1V

~J O Ut &> QO

10
10
15

24
25
26
27
28
34
36
38
39

39
45
46
48
50
09
08
09
60
61
63
64
65
69
71
13
76
77
80
81



Chapter 2 Malta in the European and Mediterranean Contexts

Introduction 33
International conventions 34
Hunting in the Mediterranean 817
Italy 89
France 94
Spain 96
Gibraltar 96
Portugal 97
Morocco 98
Algeria 99
Tunisia 99
Libya 100
figypt 100
Israel 102
Lebanon 109
OyTia 104
Cyprus 104
Turkey 106
Greece 107
Albania 108
Yugoslavia 109
Conclusion 110

Chapter 3 Social considerations

Introduction 113
Man and birds 116
A status symbol 119
Social factors 120
Hunter satisfaction 121
Shooters’ language 123
Images of sexuality 124
Macho images 125
Hunting and warfare 125
Metaphors of power 127
Village gossip 128
Hunting in songs, rhymes, fables and tales 128
Rhymes 130
Hunting 1n literature 132
Hunting in folk tales 133
Hunting in the literature of the 1900s 136
Hunting in poetry 140
Hunting in art 144
Hunting in contemporary art 152
Observations on hunting in art 156
Hunters in pictorial maps 156
Satire - hunting 1n press cartoons 157
Man, birds and proverbs 166
Of saints and men 167
Of saints and legends 168

Conclusion 170

1AY



Introduction

Hunting licences

Bird trappers

Distribution of hunters

Discussion of the hunting population by age groups
Discussion of the trapping population by age groups
Regional analysis of hunting and trapping licence holders
Case studies

Conclusion

Chapter 5 Hunters and the local institutions
Introduction

The political situation

The Malta Labour Party stance

The MLP 1987 manifesto

The MLP run up to the 1992 elections

The Nationalist Party stance

Candidates vs. politicians

Hunting and the 1992 election results

Politicians and the 1993 hunting laws

The run up to the 1996 elections and the election result
The hunters’ lobby

The mass media and hunting

IDEA pilot survey
The 1993 Gallup Poll

The 1994 ECO survey

The 1996 Bay Radio Poll
MP’s and candidates’ survey
The Church and hunting
The current situation
Conclusion

Chapter 6 Economic considerations
Introduction

Commercial companies and hunting shops
Business generated by ammunition sales
Hunting licence fees

Revenue from customs duty

Is hunting productive?

The liabilities of hunting — loss of labour
Pollution and land use

Impacts on tourism

Tourism policies

Adverse publicity

Hunting in tourist guide books

Risk of injury and damages

Weapons in crime

Conclusion

Chapter 4 Aspects of the demography of the hunting and trapping population

172
173
176
178
189
191

193

196
201

204
2006
209
211
213
213
214
216
217
218
221
224
228
230
233
234
234
239
241
243

246
248
202
292
253
208
299
262
262
264
268
269
272
272
274



Chapter 7 Impacts on the environment

Introduction
Bird migration
Categories of migrants
The hazards of migration
Mediterranean flyways
Origin of Malta bound migrants
Outward migration
Birds of prey
Gulls, terns and herons
Finches
Destination of spring migrants from Malta
Impact of hunting
Impact of hunting in spring
Case studies of species shot
Turtle dove and quail
Colourful birds
Herons
Birds of prey
Hunting in autumn
Birds at taxidermists
Impact of hunting on local breeding populations
Yellow legged gull
Cory’s shearwater
Barn owl
Short-eared owl
Moorhen

Black eared wheatear
Stone curlew
Jackdaw

Peregrine falcon
Kestrel

Blue rock thrush
House martin and swallow
Quail
Turtle dove
Starling
Finches
Impact of hunting on flora and fauna
Impact of lead shot
Litter due to hunting
Other side eflects
Shooting and trapping hides and trapping sites
Finch mortality
Robin trapping
Conclusion

277
280
281
282
283
284

287
290
291
293
293
295

297
300
300
301
303
305
311
312
312
313
313
314
314
314
315
315
315
316
316
317
317
317
318
318
318
319
320
320
324
324

326



Chapter 8 Conclusion

Overscoring the importance of hunting
Birds and man in Malta

A recent phenomenon

The politics of hunting

Economic considerations
Environmental aspects

Discussion

Further recommendations

List of tables

Table 1.1 Comparative indicators for population and land use

Table 1.1 Primary source of subsistence by latitude

Table 2.1 Population, land area, number of hunters and
international legislation in the Mediterranean region

Table 3.1 Bird names in early Maltese dictionaries

Table 3.2 Hunters in newspaper cartoons 1869-1996

Table 4.1 Hunting licences and population figures for the years
1902-1994

Table 4.2 Percentage increase in population and shooting licences
between the years 1985-1990

Table 4.3 Number of trappers and trapping sites per region
Table 4.4 Types of hunting licences issued in 1995

Table 4.5a Comparative figures of population and hunting licences

in the Harbour and Central regions during the years
1985 and 1990

Table 4.5b Comparative figures of population and hunting licences
in the Western and Northern regions during the years
1985 and 1990
Table 4.5¢ Comparative figures of population and hunting licences
in the Southern region during the years 1985 and 1990
Table 4.5d Comparative figures of population and hunting
licences in Gozo during the years 1985 and 1990
Table 5.1 Votes polled by the political parties 1971-1996
Table 5.2 Votes polled by pro-hunting candidates 1992
Table 5.3 Votes polled by pro-hunting candidates (1996)
Table 5.4 Relationship between swing and the hunting licences
per district in the 1996 elections
Table 5.5 Press reports on hunting and environment related
matters 1962-1992
Table 5.6 MPs’ and Candidates’ response to the questionnaire
Table 6.1 Ratio of hunter to hunting shops for the years 1943-94
Table 6.2 Shops licensed to sell firearms and ammunition 1989-94
Table 6.3 Revenue from hunting licences for the years 1982-94
Table 6.4 Import duty paid on hunting related goods during the
years 1985-93
Table 6.5 Import of hunting related goods for the years 1980-1992
Table 6.6 Import of shotguns by country for the years 1980-1992
Table 6.7 Import of ammunition by country for the years 1980-1992

329
331
332
333
335
336
339
344

39

89
116
157

174

175
177
178

180

181

182

183
208
216
219

220

225
236
248
249
253

203
299
256
257



Table 6.8 Number of people employed in the tourist industry

Table 6.9 Net income from tourism and its percentage contribution
to the GDP

Table 6.10 Tourist arrivals per month

Table 6.10b Tourist arrivals per month as a percentage of the total
arrivals per year

Table 6.11 Number of visitors per season

Table 6.12 Performance of selected tourist markets 1982-1995
Table 6.13 Murder statistics and use of shotguns

Table 6.14 Account showing yearly government revenue and cost
of revenue from shooting related activity, based on an
average for the years 1985-1993
Table 7.1 Local recoveries of selected species recovered within
a few days of ringing
Table 7.2 Birds of prey observed at Buskett on 18 September 1981
Table 7.3 Country of origin of summer ringed herons recovered
in Malta during the following autumn
Table 7.4 Origin of finches ringed in autumn and recovered in
Malta in the same autumn or following winter
Table 7.5 Direction of migration of hirundines ringed in Malta

1n spring and recovered during the same spring or
following summer

Table 7.6 Statistics for turtle doves and quail shot and trapped in 1988

Table 7.7 Selected species: months in which they are most commonly shot

Table 7.8 Mean percentage of birds mounted per month during the
period 1976-1986

Table 7.9 Birds taken to taxidermists per season

Table 7.10 Birds processed by seven taxidermists

Table 7.11 Number of trappers and trapping sites per region

Table 7.12 Mortality rate of finches 1n captivity

Table 7.13 Percentage of students trapping robins

Table C.1 Comparison of hunting licences and land area in some
Mediterranean and European countries

List of illustrations

Fig 1.1 Map of the Mediterranean region showing the location of
the Maltese Islands

Fig 2.1 Number of hunting licences in Italy during the years 1980-1993
Fig 2.2 Problematic areas for migratory birds in Italy
Fig 3.1a Malta map showing places with bird names
Fig 3.1b Gozo map showing places with bird names
Fig 3.2 Gozo map showing places with bird names
Fig 3.3 “I wish” a story about a hunter shooting a lark in a

Primary School textbook
Fig 3.4 Prehistoric bird pendant
Fig 3.5 Prehistoric bird pendant
Fig 3.6 Prehistoric bird pendant
F1g 3.7 Prehistoric pot sherd with partridge like bird in a pair of horns
Fig 3.8 Prehistoric pot sherd with three rows of crested birds in flight
Fig 3.9 Cranes from an early Christian tomb

vill

263

263
264

264
265
266
273

274

286
289

290

292

293
298
303

305

306
307
323
324
325

343

90
93
117
117
118

132
144
144
144
145
145
145




Fig 3.10 Detail of a hunter from a mid-1700s manuscript 145
Fig 3.11 Detail from a painting by Houel featuring antique remains

near Gudja 146
Fig 3.12 Detail from a painting by Houel featuring a Phoenician

temple at Xaghra, Gozo 146
Fig 3.13 Zimelli’s Grand Falconer 147
Fig 3.14 Two hunters, detail from Brocktorff’s watercolours of

Ggantija, Gozo 147
Fig 3.15 Two hunters and a dog , detail from Brocktorff’s

watercolours of Ggantija 147
Fig 3.16 A hunter shooting birds, detail from Brocktorff’s

watercolours of Ggantija 147
Fig 3.17 Maltese sportsman 147
Fig 3.18 Detail of a hunter from Pullicino’s Manoel Island 148
Fig 3.19 Peasants shooting pigeons 148
Fig 3.20 Waiting for daybreak for flights of quail 149
Fig 3.21 Gozo peasant after beccaficos 149
Fig 3.22 P. Dimech by Calleja 150
Fig 3.23 A Maltese sportsman 150
Fig 3.24 Patience rewarded by Hardy 150
Fig 3.25 The Marquis Joe Scicluna by Apap 151
Fig 3.26 Detail from Shooting by Xuereb 153
Fig 3.27 Detail from Januray/February 153
Fig 3.28 Detail from March/April 153
Fig 3.29 Detail from Doves and pigeons 153
Fig 3.30 Detail from Il-kaccatur tat-torri Mamo by Zammit Tabona 154
Fig 3.31 Detail of a hunter and two pointers by Gerada 155
Fig 3.32 Hombre by Mallia 155
Fig 3.33 Konservazzjonisti by Cavallo 155
Fig 3.34 Detail of a hunter at Xewkija from a 1959 pictorial map

by Cardona 156
Fig 3.35 Detail of a hunter at Zebbug from a 1959 pictorial

map by Cardona 156
Fig 3.36 Detail of a hunter at Kuncizzjoni from a 1959 pictorial

map by Cardona 157
Fig 3.37 Detail of a hunter from a 1979 pictorial map 157
Fig 3.38 A caccia, the first cartoon poking fun at hunters 158
Fig 3.39 Spot the difference 158
Fig 3.40 A prehistoric shotgunner 158
Fig 3.41 A member of the hunters’ association 158
Fig 3.42 Mintoff and Malta 158
Fig 3.43 Near miss 159
Fig 3.44 Hunting cripples 159
Fig 3.45 Whose fault? 159
Fig 3.46 Bloodlust 160
Fig 3.47 Of drugs and hunting 160
Fig 3.48 Carnival costumes 161
Fig 3.49 Pot shot 161
Fig 3.50 No swan lake 161
Fig 3.51 Mute swans, not mute public 161

Fig 3.52 Real sportsman 161

1X




Fig 3.53 Hunters’ bible
Fig 3.54 God’s gift to the poor
Fig 3.55 Hunter gatherer
Fig 3.56 Hunting as God’s gift to the poor
Fig 3.57 Blackmail
Fig 3.58 At gun point
Fig 3.59 Political back scratching
Fig 3.60 Forced to comply
Fig 3.61 Significant changes on a silly date
Fig 3.62 Vote hunting
Fig 3.63 Seaborne hunters
Fig 3.64 Hunters’ no to EU
Fig 3.65 Malta’ shot out of EU flock
Fig 3.66 Stop blasting my EU dream
Fig 3.67 MLP leader shoots down EU’s pigeon
Fig 3.68 Wrong target
Fig 3.69 Conservationists at work
F1g 3.70 A show of force
Fig 3.71 Might is right
Fig 4.1 Population and shooting licences 1902-1994
Fig 4.2 Map marking the villages forming the six regions
Fig 4.3 Hunting licences and male population in the
Harbour region 1984-1991
Fig 4.4 Hunting licences and male population in the
Central region 1984-1991
Fig 4.5 Hunting licences and male population in the
Western region 1984-1991
Fig 4.6 Hunting licences and male population in the
Northern region 1984-1991
Fig 4.7 Hunting licences and male population in the
Southern region 1984-1991
Fig 4.8 Hunting licences and male population in Gozo 1984-1991
Fig 4.9 Hunting licences and male population in Malta
and Gozo 1984-1991
Fig 4.10 Age Structure AB licence holders in Malta and Gozo
Fig 4.11 Age Structure of the male population on 31 December 1994
F1g 4.12 Age Structure E licence holders in Malta, 1995
Fig 4.13 Age Structure E licence holders in Gozo, 1995
Fig 4.14 Age Structure F licence holders in Malta, 1995
Fig 4.15 Age Structure F licence holders in Gozo, 1995
Fig 4.16 Age Structure of the male population on 31 December 1994
Fig 4.17 Age Structure AB licence holders, Southern region, 1995
Fig 4.18 Age Structure AB licence holders, Gozo, 1995
Fig 4.19 Age Structure EF licence holders, Southern region, 1995
Fig 4.20 Age Structure EF licence holders, Gozo, 1995
Fig 4.21 Malta: map showing the location of the villages discussed
Fig 4.22 Age Structure Rabat AB licence holders, 1995
Fig 4.23 Age Structure Rabat E licence holders, 1995
Fig 4.24 Age Structure Rabat F licence holders, 1995
Fig 4.25 Age Structure B’Kara AB licence holders, 1995
Fig 4.26 Age Structure B’Kara E licence holders, 1995

162
162
162
163
163
163
163
163
163
164
164
164
164
165
165
165
165
165
166
175
184

186

186

187

187

188
188

189
189
190
191
191
192
192
193
193
194
195
195
197
197
198
198

199
199



Fig 4.27 Age Structure Qormi AB licence holders, 1995
Fig 4.28 Map of Gozo showing localities discussed

Fig 4.29 Age Structure Gozo AB licence holders, 1995

Fig 5.1 Map showing extent of lands at 1-Ahrax and Mizieb

Fig 5.2 Monthly distribution of hunting related reports in 1962

Fig 5.3 Monthly distribution of hunting related reports in 1967

Fig 5.4 Monthly distribution of hunting related reports in 1972

Fig 5.5 Monthly distribution of hunting related reports in 1977

Fig 5.6 Monthly distribution of hunting related reports in 1982

Fig 5.7 Monthly distribution of hunting related reports in 1987

Fig 5.8 Monthly distribution of hunting related reports in 1992

Fig 5.9a Analysis of hunting related press reports 1962-1992

Fig 5.9b Analysis of anti-hunting press reports 1962-1992

F1ig 5.10 Public opinion on hunting laws

Fig 5.11 Public opinion on enforcement of hunting laws

Fig 5.12 Opinions of socio economic groups on hunting

Fig 5.13 Distribution of hunters in socio economic groups

Fig 5.14 Perceptions of different socio economic groups on hunting

F1g 5.15 Perceptions of different age groups on hunting

F1g 5.16 Public opinion on hunting

Fig 5.17 MP’s response to question: should hunting laws be
more stringent?

Fig 5.18 Candidates’ response to question: should hunting
laws be more stringent?

Fig 5.19 MP’s and Candidates’ response to question: In a referendum,
how would you vote

Fig 5.20 MP’s and Candidates’ response to question: are you
prepared to speak about hunting

Fig 6.1 Comparison of the shooting licences and population 1902-1994
Fig 6.2 Comparison of the shooting licences and GNP 1954-1994

Fig 6.3 Distribution of shops licensed to sell firearms and
ammunition in Malta and Gozo 1n 1992
Fig 6.4 What’s on a hunter’s mind during the hunting season
Fig 6.5 Number of sick claims per month
Fig 6.6 Number of murders and percentage committed by
shotguns for the years 1957-1996
Fig 7.1 Map of the Mediterranean showing the main flyways
during the outward migration in late summer, autumn and
early winter
Fig 7.2 General direction of Swedish osprey migration, based
on ringing recoveries
Fig 7.3 General direction of Finnish osprey migration, based
on ringing recoveries
Fig 7.4 Areas and mean points of origin of osprey and honey buzzard
based on ringing recoveries
Fig 7.5 Areas and mean points of origin of Malta bound herons
based on ringing recoveries
Fig 7.6 Areas and mean points of origin of Malta bound finches
based on ringing recoveries
Fig 7.7 Composition of bags in selected spring and summer months
Fig 7.8 Composition of bags in selected autumn an winter months

199
200
201
211
226
226
226
226
227
227

227
228
229
229
230
231
231
232
233

236
236
237
238
246
247
250

260
261

273

284

287

288

289

291

292

295
296




Fig 7.9 Seasonal distribution of turtle dove bags
Fig 7.10 Seasonal distribution of quail bags

Fig 7.11 Seasonal distribution of colourful birds shot
Fig 7.12 Seasonal distribution of herons shot

Fig 7.13 Monthly pattern of months when kestrels are shot

Fig 7.14 Monthly pattern of months when hobbys are shot

Fig 7.15 Monthly pattern of months when honey buzzards are shot
Fig 7.16 Monthly pattern of months when marsh harriers are shot
Fig 7.17 Monthly pattern of months when scops owls are shot

Fig 7.18 Monthly pattern of months when short-eared owls are shot
Fig 7.19 Seasonal pattern of raptor shooting

Fig 7.20 Seasonal pattern of thrush shooting

Fig 7.2]1 Seasonal pattern of starling shooting

Fig 7.22 Seasonal pattern of wader shooting

Fig 7.23 Composition of birds at taxidermists

Fig 7.24 Seasonal distribution of birds of prey at taxidermists

Fig 7.25 Birds handled by Taxidermist B

F1g 7.26 Birds handled by Taxidermist C

Fig 7.27 Birds handled by Taxidermist D

Fig 7.28 Birds handled by Taxidermist E

Fig 7.29 Birds handled by Taxidermist F

Fig 7.30 Birds handled by Taxidermist G

Fig 7.31 Birds handled by Taxidermist H

Fig 7.32 Mean number of birds handled by taxidermists (B to H)
Fig 7.33 Map of Gozo showing number of trapping sites

Fig 7.34 Map of Malta showing number of trapping sites

Appendix

Table 2A.1 Questionnaire used for obtaining data on
hunting in the Mediterranean region

Table 3A.1 Boastful expressions used by hunters

Table 3A.2 Proverbs related to hunting

Table 3A.3 Proverbs related to bird trapping

Table 3A.4 Proverbs related to birds and migration

Table 3A.5 Proverbs related to birds and weather

Table 3A.6 Metaphorical proverbs related to birds

Table 3A.7 Hunters’ sayings involving birds

Table 3A.8 Sayings relating saints and birds

Table 5A.1 Questionnaire sent to MPs and Candidates 367
contesting the 1992 elections

Table 5A.2 MPs’ and Candidates’ replies to hunting questionnaire

Table 7A.1 Number of birds stuffed by Taxidermist A, in Gozo,
between 1958-1977

Table 7A.2 Birds stuffed by Taxidermists B and C during the
years 1976-1986

Table 7.A3 Birds of prey and other birds stuffed per month by
Taxidermists B and C

Table 7.A4 Birds of prey stuffed per year by Taxidermists B and C

Table 7.A5 Bag records of shooter 1
Table 7.A6 Bag records of shooter 2

299
299
300
301
301
301
302
302
302
302
303
304
304
304
305
306
308
308
309
309
309
310
310
310
322
322

390
363
364
364
365
360
366
368
369

370
371

372

377

380
381
382
383




Table 7.A7 Bag records of shooter 3

Table 7.A8 Bag records of shooter 4 ggg
Table 7.A9 Bag records of shooter 5 386
Table 7.A10 Bag records of shooter 6 386
Table 7.A11 Bag records of shooter 7 387
Table 7.A12 Bag records of shooter 8 387
Table 7.A13 Bag records of shooter 9 388
Table 7.A14 Bag records of shooter 10 389
Table 7.A15 Bag records of shooter 1 per month 390
Table 7.A16 Bag records of shooter 2 per month 393
Table 7.A17 Bag records of shooter 3 per month 394
Table 7.A18 Bag records of shooter 4 per month 395
Table 7.A19 Bag records of shooter 5 per month 396
Table 7.A20 Bag records of shooter 6 per month 397
Table 7.A21 Bag records of shooter 7 per month 398
Table 7.A22 Bag records of shooter 8 per month 399
Table 7.A23 Bag records of shooter 9 per month 399
Table 7.A24 Bag records of shooter 10 per month 400
Table 7.A25 Selected recoveries of some foreign ringed birds

recovered in Malta in autumn 401
Table 7.A26 Selected recoveries of some foreign ringed birds

recovered in Malta in spring 409
Table 7.A27 Selected recoveries of some birds ringed in Malta in spring

and recovered abroad in the same spring 410
Table 7.A28 Selected recoveries of some Malta ringed birds in autumn

and recovered in the same autumn or following winter 412
Table 7.A29 Results of the robin trapping survey at Hamrun Lyceum 414

Table 7.A30 Results of the robin trapping survey at Mount Carmel College 419

Sources consulted 417

Declaration

I declare that the material contained in this thesis has not been submitted for a
degree in this or any other university and that the work is solely mine.

Copyright

The copyright of this thesis rests with the author. No quotation from it should be
published without his prior written consent and information derived from 1t should

be acknowledged.

X111




Preface

Hunting in Malta implies almost exclusively the shooting of migratory birds.
Apart from hunters, there are a large number of trappers who trap finches to
be kept as songbirds. Both shooting and trapping are pastimes which have

strong overt social, political and environmental considerations. There are

various other aspects which play a key role, but which are less obvious at

face value, such as economic ones.

In the 1960s and 1970s, Malta underwent great changes in many spheres of
life. Increased economic activity brought about a better standard of living

but 1t all came at a price and pressures on the environment grew while
awareness about the need for conservation was still in its infancy. I have
grown up 1n an environment which, at best, can be described as hostile to
birds. Grandfathers from both sides of my family, were shooters who hunted
for brief periods of time before and after work and on their days off on
Sundays and public holidays. Whatever they shot, went into the pot. What
they would not eat themselves, such as birds of prey, they would give to
someone else who did. Some of my uncles, followed in their fathers’ footsteps.
As stuffed bird collections started increasing in popularity in Malta, some of
my uncles shot not just for the pot, but also wanted to fill their showcases or
to decorate the mantle piece. A stuffed male golden oriole mounted on a twig
was as much part of the furniture as the television set in the sitting room. A
stuffed herons, needing more space, would be placed in the middle of the
stairway. I do not blame them for such a mentality. Unfortunately for them,
and many others like them, they did not know any better. Bird shooting was
part and parcel of their daily lives.

At a tender age, I was used to seeing guns, cartridges and dead birds in my
grandfather’s houses. I recall going to my grandfather’s house, and watch
him clean the guns after the morning shoot. I spent countless hours sitting
and watching while he loaded cartridges for the next migratory season. The
Sunday afternoon family outings were never without a gun or two. Being
brought up in such an atmosphere, I could not but aspire to become a shooter
and to have a large collection of stuffed birds. At school, environmental edu-
cation was unheard of and, although I was very interested in birds and loved
animals, I used to think that the gun was the only means with which to
enjoy birds. At the age of fifteen, I was introduced to the Malta
Ornithological Society (MOS) by my mother. It did not take me long to
realise that the gun is anything but the right way to appreciate birds. I
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joined and in no time I found myself occupying various posts within the coun-
cil. A few years later I left and helped formed a pressure group for the protec-

tion of the environment, which I later had to leave due to pressure of work and

which has since become known as Friends of the Farth (Malta).

Having lived on both side of the fence — having been brought up in a pro-hunt-
ing environment and later having been active in the conservation movement —
I first set forth in preparing a study on bird hunting and trapping in the
Maltese Islands. The result was Fatal Flight, the Maltese obsession with killing
birds, published in 1992. The book created a controversy with hunters claiming
that the figures of birds shot published in the book were inflated and environ-

mentalists, after endorsing it, kept their distance from it because its under-

tones called for a ban on hunting and criticised the environmental groups for
bending backwards to compromise with hunters who, on their part, opposed
any forms of restrictive legislation. While doing research for the book, 1
realised that there was more to the hunting issue than what I could write in
the book. The 1dea hovered in my mind, until I formulated a plan of study
which formed the basis of this thesis. As my research evolved, new ideas led
me up several paths and the plan of research took new dimensions. And the

following pages are the result, which cover developments which took place
until 1996.
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INTRODUCTION

The current trend in geography 1s to make the discipline more streamlined
into distinct physical and human parts. As Unwin (1992) argues, this division
resulted in geographers having remarkably little to say about some of the most
pressing issues of the 20th century and if this trend of division continues, then
holistic approaches to particular problems will become rarer as the discipline
becomes more “human” and “physical” oriented. It should not come as a surprise
that anthropologists seem to be more interested in hunters, gatherers, fishermen
and farming communities than geographers are. Viewed critically, geography,
can say a lot about present activities which have impacts on the environment
and can predict consequences, offer alternatives and provide possible solutions to

current 1ssues, even where such issues are not perceived as ‘environmentally

harmful’, especially in the eyes of those that practise them.

The bird hunting issue in the Maltese Islands is a case in point. Hunters are of
the opinion that their activity does not harm the environment. Such opinion is
probably the result of the notion that present day hunting does not alter the
landscape as much as other activities. Yet, as this study shows, the impact of
hunting on the environment can be substantial, especially where hunting pres-
sure 1s considerable and where the density of hunters exceeds the carrying
capacity of the land. The Maltese Islands presents such a scenario: hunting pres-
sure 1s very high, especially during the outward migration of birds in autumn,
when birds leave their breeding areas in Europe and fly to their wintering quar-
ters in Africa, as well as during the return journey in spring, when birds leave

their wintering grounds to return to their breeding grounds.

The number of hunters in Malta can be said to exceed the carrying capacity.
Figures discussed in this study show that while on average, there are two
hunters per square kilometre in the countries forming the northern
Mediterranean region, and about 0.08 hunters per square kilometre 1n the North
African countries forming the southern edge of the Mediterranean, 1n Malta
there are over 50 hunters per square kilometre. The total number of hunters
expressed as a percentage of population in Malta is twice that of the countries
bordering the north of the Mediterranean while it 1s 12 times the number 1n
North African countries. The only country in the Mediterranean with a higher
number of hunters per 1,000 of population is Cyprus, where there are 80 hunters
per 1,000 of population, whereas in Malta, there are 44 hunters per 1,000 of pop-
ulation. But in Cyprus, the density of hunters is 4.86 per square kilometre while

in Malta there are over 50 hunters per square kilometre. The only country in the




Mediterranean with a density of hunters comparable to Malta is Lebanon, where

the 400,000 hunters constitute 188 hunters per 1,000 of population and there is

a density of 39 hunters per square kilometre. The total number of hunters in the

countries forming the north of the Mediterranean just exceeds two per cent of

the population, while only 0.35 per cent of the population on North African coun-

tries are hunters. But in Malta the number of hunters accounts for over four per

cent of the population.

When using the word hunting in the Maltese context, one should bear in mind
that 1t implies exclusively the shooting of migratory birds. Most hunting activity
takes place on land, although a small number of shooters also hunt in close
proximity to the coast from sea craft. Such kind of shooting is now restricted to
the months between November and January, but it is not uncommon to come
across hunters on sea craft particularly in the channels between Malta, Comino
and Gozo during the months of February and March, when large numbers of
ducks, waders and other birds fly through these narrow straits. Hunters on sea
craft may also be encountered around the coast in September and early October
when birds of prey migrate in considerable numbers. The absence of thermals

over the sea forces these birds to fly low over the water and are more easily

found to be within the range of the prowling guns.

Since most hunting activity takes place on land, and as hunting close to
inhabited areas 1s forbidden, the area available for hunting is further restricted,
pushing up the real density of hunters even more. Most hunting takes place in
the countryside where agricultural land 1s more common, and in public and
private uncultivated land. With the large population of the Maltese Islands and
shortage of land space, it is inevitable that conflicting multiple land uses arise.
Hunting creates one of these conflicting uses with picnickers and those who go to
the countryside for reasons other then hunting. Some of these conflicting uses
are discussed in this study. These can include anything from damage done by
hunters and their dogs to produce in the fields to nuisance and inconvenience
caused by shooting. In Malta, hunting activity 1s also responsible for changes in
the landscape. Hunters build rooms and hides, which are visually intrusive on
the landscape. They create paths and tracks so that they can drive to their hides.
But one of the most evident impacts is the lack of birds in the Maltese
countryside. Unless one is in a bird sanctuary, it is indeed difficult to see birds
for any length of time, and even in the sanctuaries, birds very often carry the
signs of the hunting pressure around the area — crippled or injured waders are a
very common sight at the wetland reserve at Ghadira while a cursory glance

through a pair of binoculars at swallows resting on wires 1s bound to produce a




number of birds with ruftled or broken feathers — the result of near misses. The
question of hunting in Malta has a number of facets, each of which is dwelt upon

in the various chapters of this study, but before going into the issue, it is

pertinent first to define the context of where all of this activity takes place.

The various facets of the geographical context have to be defined as they are
all related to the hunting issue. As hunting in Malta is almost exclusively con-

cerned with the shooting of migratory birds, the location of Malta in the centre of

the Mediterranean is important as the islands are situated across one of the

migration routes in the region. The geology and geomorphology of the islands
play a key role as they provide basis for the various habitats and ecosystems
which are sought by different species of birds at different times of the year.
Valleys, plains and cliffs provide different habitats for different species. Geology,
geomorphology and soils are also important because they are affected by hunting
activity. Trapping sites are constructed in certain areas, dug out in others and
simply used as they come in areas suitable for bird netting purposes. Different
weather conditions funnel birds into particular habitats. The climate is also an
important and determining factor as bird migration is deeply influenced by cli-
mate. Wind speed and direction not only influences the course of direction, but
also determines the quantity and types of birds seen at different times of the
year. Rain and inclement weather grounds migrants, especially when these fol-
low a period of fine, settled weather. The human aspect of geography 1s impor-

tant in view of the recent but continued large scale impact of hunting.

(GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING

The Maltese archipelago is situated in the centre of the Mediterranean (Fig
I.1) and is composed of Malta and Gozo, which are inhabited and a number of
uninhabited islets and rocks. The islands occupy an area of about 316 square

kilometres. Mainland Malta is the largest measuring 2405.7 kmz, Gozo

measuring 67 km2 and Comino measures 2.8 km2. St Paul’s Islands measure 0.1
km?2, Filfla 0.02km< and the Fungus rock in Gozo 0.007 kmZ. Malta lies some 96
kilometres from Sicily and about 290 kilometres from North Africa. The most
detailed geographical account of the islands in English during this century 1s
given by Bowen Jones et al (1961) while Ransley (1985) gives a more elementary
description. Other useful information is found in a number of Technical Reports
drawn up by various consultants in conjunction with the Structure Plan for the
Maltese Islands, such as Anderson and Schembri (1989) and Schembri (1991).
The first popular book about the geography of the Maltese islands in Maltese
was published only recently (Schembri and Baldacchino 1992).




Fig 1.1 Map of Mediterranean region
showing the location of

the Maltese Islands ;;9

(GEOLOGY, SOILS, GEOMORPHOLOGY

The geology of the islands has been studied with the more recent accounts
being those of House et al (1961), Pedley et al (1976, 1978) and Zammit Maempel
(1977). Geologically, the Maltese archipelago is composed almost entirely of
marine sedimentary rocks, mainly limestone dating to the Oligo-Miocene age
which are similar to the mid-Tertiary deposits found in Sicily’s Ragusa region
and 1n Libya’s Sirte basin. There are also a few minor Quaternary deposits of
terrestrial origin. The five main rock types in order of decreasing age are: Lower

coralline limestone, Globigerina limestone, Blue clay, Greensand and Upper

Coralline Limestone

There are three basic types of soils in the Maltese Islands which all have the

same basic characteristics, being relatively young in age, very similar to the

parent rocks from which they have been formed. Soil horizon development 1s
lacking due to an ineffective climate and to great human modifications. Maltese

soils have been studied by Lang (1960), and using the Kubiena classification

system, Maltese soils are classified into:

i. Terra soils: relic soils formed during the Pleistocene and little affected by the

current climatic regime.

ii. Xerorendzinas: immature soils which develop on weathered Globigerina
Limestone and on colluvial and alluvial valley deposits have a high calcium

content and are low in organic matter.




iii. Carbonate Raw Soils: immature with a very high calcium carbonate

content and very low 1n organic matter.

In addition to these three types, there are a variety of soil complexes formed

through human agency, either by mixing different types of soils, or mixing
powdered rock with existing soil or by addition of rock debris to soil during
reclamation of disused quarries and over garigue habitat. Domestic waste is

currently being composted and is being mixed with soils in various areas, and

this can, in the long term, alter the composition of soils.

The rocks forming the Maltese archipelago were formed under water and as

tectonic movements brought the rocks above sea level, different forms of erosion

of the different rock types gave the islands a characteristic topography.

Both Malta and Gozo are tilted seawards to the north-east and the lower
coralline limestone forms steep cliffs on the west and south west coast of both
Malta and Gozo. Inland of such cliffs, karst landscape predominates. There are
no mountains but only small hills with the highest point in Malta at Dingli Cliffs
being 253 m above sea level while the highest point in Gozo is 191 m above sea

level. There are neither streams nor rivers but only small springs.

The i1slands are split by natural faults which may be grouped into two main
families; the predominant ones being those trending NE-SW and those trending
NW-SE. The island of Gozo is more hilly, with low lying plains separating one
hill from the next. A number of ecologically important valleys are present in both

Malta and Gozo. The mouths of some valleys lead to the coast and due to sea-

level changes these give rise to headlands, creeks and bays.

CLIMATE

The most recent review of the Maltese climate 1s the one by Chetcuti et al
(1992). The climate is typically Mediterranean with the characteristic
biseasonality of hot, dry summers and mild wet winters. Rainfall is highly
variable from year to year, with some years being extremely wet while others
extremely dry. The average annual precipitation, based on data collected
between 1854 and 1986, is 529 mm. Precipitation during the months between
October and March accounts for 70 per cent of the total annual rainfall while the
months between April to September are usually the dry months. Air
temperatures are moderate with a mean monthly range of between 12.3°C and
26.2°C and in contrast to rainfall, the temperature is remarkably stable from

year to year. The first three months of the year are the coldest ones with dry




temperatures hardly above 15°C during the day while night temperatures hardly
ever exceed 10°C. Although light frosts occur, Haslam et al (1977) state that they
never last long enough to have an effect on the vegetation. Wind is a prevalent

feature of the Maltese climate and combined with other climatic factors such as

rain, can exert influence on bird migration. Only under eight per cent of the days
are windless and the prevalent wind is the north-westerly which on average

blows on 19 per cent of the days. The westerly wind is the next most common,

with other winds blowing for roughly the same periods of time.

Since bird migration is at its peak between March and May and from
September to October, it is worth taking a brief, closer look at the winds during
these months. In March, calm days account for about five per cent of the days.
The north west predominates, but when the easterlies blow, they bring with
them hot, humid air. In April there is an increase in the prevalence of easterly
and southerly winds. Wind in May shows characteristics which are similar to
April, although the winds are calmer. In September there is a distinct change in
wind pattern and the predominance of the north-easterly decreases and the
occurrence of the damp south-easterly winds increases. In October there 1s
another shift from south easterly to north easterly and easterly winds. Sultana
and Gauci (1982) state that westerly winds bring heavy passages of birds of prey,
especially when limited incursions of cool polar continental air from the eastern
side of the anticyclone create a little instability over the islands and thermals
abound. But during both spring and autumn migrations, large passages of birds
are mainly conditioned by depressions which move north-east from over North
Africa meeting anti-cyclones over south and south-eastern Europe. When this
happens, the cool continental polar air comes in contact with warm, humid
continental tropical air producing vast layers of middle cloud often accompanied
by rain. Migrants become disoriented and make for the nearest land. In Malta,
rapid transitions from favourable to unfavourable weather are unusual and
consequently, large influxes of birds are scarce and irregular. But in a typical
season there will be a number of small to moderate influxes interspersed with
periods during which comparatively few migrants can be seen. Large influxes

take place from time to time and occasionally, the Islands are flooded with

migrants.

ECOSYSTEMS

The major land communities, classified on the basis of vegetation are:

: Woodland communities: these include both natural, semi-natrual and

afforestation areas. The natural woodland has practically disappeared and the




| . Semi-natural
woodland 1s woodland originally planted by man but which is now self

regenerating and has the shape of a natural woodland. The best example of such

woodland is Buskett in Malta. Afforestation areas include all man made projects

from orchards to afforestation areas such as Mizieb. Such areas are too young

and human intervention too intense for them to regenerate naturally and to
qualify as semi-natural woodland.

11. Maquis: such communities develop naturally on the steep sides of valleys

and at the foot of inland cliffs. Artificial magquis often develops around trees as a

111. Steppe: steppic communities are dominated by grasses and thistles. These

communities develop as a result of degenerating maquis and garigue

communities, mainly due to grazing.

1v. Cliffs: provide shelter due to their relative inaccessibility. Some cliffs have a

tier of boulder screes which forms important habitat for a number of endemic

species of flora and fauna

v. Sand dunes: are among the rarest natural habitats left, and the remaining

ones are fast being degraded mainly due to human activities.

vl. Streams and rock pools: the few existing permanent springs support a
number of species of flora and fauna whose livelihood depends on a supply of
water all year round. Such species include the fresh water crab, which is rare
mainly due to its limited distribution. Other water habitats include pool

habitats, which are very rare, and watercourse communities which are

encountered only during the rainy season.

HUMAN IMPACT

There are two theories about the presence of the first humans in Malta. The
most recent one states that humans came to Malta during the last phases of the
ice age, at the end of the Pleistocene period some 15,000 to 18,000 years BP
(Mifsud and Mifsud 1997). The traditional view states that the first inhabitants
came to Malta from Sicily ca. 7,000 years BP. The earliest people were farmers

“who started chopping down trees both for wood and to clear land for agricultural




purposes. They also introduced sheep and goats which prevented the

regeneration of the indigenous forests and now only small pockets of indigenous

(Savona Ventura 1996).

Malta’s population stands at over to 360,000 and is very high when compared
to the land area available. The population density exceeds 1,100 inhabitants per
square kilometre and the growth rate is estimated to be 0.9 per cent per annum.
The resident population is augmented with over one million tourists annually.
Figures for 1995 show that the tourist population was close to 33,000 per day
(Cilia 1995). The human density has several 1mplications on the resources
available, especially land use and human influence is a major feature in the

ecology of the islands. In spite of their size and the pressures on land, the
different habitats support different communities of plants and animals. About

2,000 species of plants and 3,000 species of animals have been recorded to date.

The intense human pressure has resulted in the loss of habitats, often
accompanied by the loss of several species. The most evident pressures on land
use are due to building and road works, as well as the related industry of
quarrying which produces both stone used for building as well as spalls used in
the production of concrete. The increasing population accompanied by socio-
cultural factors such as a shift from extended families to nuclear families and
the increasing number of unmarried adults who seek to live on their own creates
a demand for more accommodation. With the current trend of people wanting to
own the property in which they live, (ca. 60 per cent of households were owner
occupied in 1990), the expansion of the built up areas is likely to have more
impact on the environment. A bigger population also puts more pressure on
potable water. Malta now depends on desalination plants for most of the water,
the production of which accounts for about 20 per cent of the generated
electricity supply. The disposal of waste, both domestic, building and industrial
waste is another problem which is not restricted to the official dumping sites and
creates additional pressures on the land. Agriculture is another prime modifier
of the environment especially when land is reclaimed for agricultural purposes.

About 38 per cent of the islands are cultivated. Recreational activities also have
an impact on the environment. On weekends and public holidays, the
countryside is invaded by picnickers, especially during the afternoons and a
variety of activities have impacts, most of which have not yet been studied.

These include anything from erosion and trampling to collecting of specimens

and systematic cutting of certain species of wild tlowers. The rather recent




introduction of off road driving is leading to a fast erosion of certain habitats
especially clay slopes.

Certain activities have long been practised by humans, but their impacts on

the environment were limited because the population was lower and the carrying

capacities were not exceeded. Quarrying, for instance, has been carried out since

Neolithic times. By the time of the Knights, quarrying was still taking place and
stones were quarried from the vicinity of the locality which was being built. As
the population started to grow, quarries started getting relatively bigger but as
soon as the quarry was no longer used, soil was dumped into the shallow scrapes
and the quarries were turned into fields. As the standard of living rose and the
population continued to increase, the urban areas started to grow and the
environment became subjected to greater pressures. New roads and the
introduction of cars brought considerable impacts. The most rapid changes
occurred during the post-war period. Cilia (1995) states that until the second
World War, the country’s meagre natural resources and the way of life of the
population dictated a very low rate of building activity, but the war changed this
somewhat idyllic living and created infrastructural needs which until then had
not been previously experienced on the islands. As Table 1.1, (citing the figures
published in the latest census) shows, the most evident changes started taking

place during the post war period.

Table |.1
Comparative indicators for population and land use
Year 1957 1967 1985 % change % change % change

1957-67 1967-85 1957-85
Population 292,019 288,238 319,736 -1.3 10.9 8.7
Households 68,007 70,114 96,725 3.1 38.0 29.7
Dwellings 66,322 78,806 113,785 18.8 44 4 41.7
Average household size 415 3.97 3.25 -4.3 -18.1 -27.7
Built up areas (Km2) 11.1 14.6 39.3 31.5 169.2 71.8
No. of households/Km2 in built up area 6,130 4,800 2,460 -21.7 -48.8 -149.2
% built up 4.5 5.9 16.0 31.1 171.2 71.9
Irrigated land (Km2) 7.0 6.0 4.0 -14.3 -33.3 -75.0
Dry agricultural land 131 106 88 -19.1 -17.0 -48.9
Total agricultural area (Km2) 138 112 92 -18.8 -17.9 -50.0
Persons/Km2 1,188 1,173 1,301 -1.3 10.9 8.7

Source: adapted from the brief for the consultancy tender Structure Plan for the Maltese Islands, 1988

Between 1957 and 1967, there was a drop of 1.3 per cent in the population
while between 1967 and 1985, the population increased by almost 11 per cent.
The number of households increased by almost 30 per cent between 1957 and
1985 while the number of dwellings increased by almost 42 per cent during the
same period and the built up area saw a dramatic increase of 72 per cent. On the

other hand, the agricultural area decreased by 50 per cent.




EXPLOITATION OF WILDLIFE

Schembri (1991) states that local wildlife has been exploited since time
immemorial but in most cases, the rate of replacement was much higher than
the rate of exploitation. Some species are now overexploited and declining
mainly due to indiscriminate methods of collection, commercial exploitation and
collecting for private use. Indiscriminate methods of collection, even though
many of them are illegal, are sometimes used. These include explosives by
fishermen, the use of fine mesh nets in inshore waters and the use of vertical
nets by hunters and trappers. Examples of over exploitation include the catching
of marine turtles for their shell and meat, the collection of chameleons from the
wild to be sold as pets as well as the collection of various shells for private
collections and the picking of several species of wild flowers for sale, particularly
narcissus, pheasant’s eye, heath and star of Bethlehem. Schembri concludes that
“with perhaps one exception, private collectors do not have a great impact on
Maltese wildlife. The exception is the case of birds, which are shot for stuffed
bird collections. Additionally, the bird life, both resident and migratory, is also
under special pressure from sport hunting and from trapping” (Schembri 1991
p-73). Out of the 26 regular breeding birds, only five are not endangered and 21
are listed in the Red data book for the Maltese Islands. Of these ten are

endangered, nine are vulnerable and two are very rare (Sultana 1989). The Red

Data Book omits extinct species such as the jackdaw and occasional breeders
such as turtle dove and short-eared owl.

Although a number of human and industrial activities have been well
documented and studied, even if the powers that be 1gnored the studies and
pleas for the conservation of natural and historic heritage, other activities
received little scientific attention. Among these is the question of shooting and
trapping of migratory birds. Past ornithological literature contains references to
the widespread shooting of birds, but tended to focus on recording the species
and the seasons in which they were recorded. This trend continued even in
publications of the Malta Ornithological Society, which was striving to protect
birdlife. The New Guide to the birds of Malta (Sultana and Gauci 1982) contains
less than two pages about the hunting and trapping related problems out of the
16 introductory pages. Other references to hunting and trapping are found as a

tailpiece to the description of certain species, but there is no systematic attempt

to either quantify the problem nor to assess 1ts impacts.

HISTORY OF HUNTING IN MALTA

Although the first people who settled in the Maltese Islands 7,000 years BP
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were agriculturalists, it is very probable that they supplemented their diet with

hunted meat. However, too few hunting weapons have been found — only a few
sling-stones, which date back to about 3,500 BC and two spear-heads dated 3,000
BC have been found. These may well be the earliest hunting weapons, but they
could also have been used for other purposes. The lack of finds of wild animal
remains and hunting weapons makes one conclude that hunting was not an
important feature of daily life in prehistoric Malta. There is almost no
information at all about hunting and hunting methods before the 14th century,
but 1n all probability, cross-bows and slings were used. In the Court documents
of the 1480s, one finds an account where a witness testified that it was the habit

of the accused to carry a crossbow for shooting rock pigeons in the west of Gozo

(G. Wettinger pers. comm.).

In Medieval times, falconry was a popular pastime of the nobility on the
continent. It 1s not known when or by whom falconry was first introduced into
the Maltese Islands. In 1239 Emperor Frederick II annexed Malta to Sicily and a
year later he sent a team of eighteen falconers with horses and men to report on
the number of falcons on the Islands, how they were kept and how many were
caught from the wild that season (Huillard Breholles and De Albertes de Luynes
1963). Specific mention of the use of a falcon for hunting is found 1n an account
dated 1499 (G. Wettinger pers. comm.). During those times, kings and nobility
used to keep falcons and the Maltese nobility had petitioned the king to be
allowed to keep a number of royal falcons, which falcons were considered to be
property of the King, “as in Malta there was nothing to do except to go hawking’
(Mifsud 1917) and to prevent them from becoming ‘idle’ ” (Abela 1647).

The Knights of St John, who were granted the Maltese Islands in fief, were
obliged to pay the yearly nominal rent of a falcon or a hawk on All Saints Day:.
However it later became customary to send a number of falcons to the kings of
France, Spain, Portugal and Naples. The custom of sending falcons to kings
existed before the Knights of St John were given Malta. Written documents
dated 1446 indicate that falcons were already being sent to the King of France.
In the mid-1500s, falcons were trapped both in Malta and in Lampedusa, where
the Grandmaster used to send falcon trappers during the migration period
(Fenech 1992). Both Abela (1647) and Ciantar (1772) mention the use of paragna,
a set up of net and a domesticated falcon used as a lure, with which other falcons
were caught. This they termed as “a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>