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ABSTRACT

The population of the Marvdasht plain form
the subject matter of this thesis. The plain is located
in central Fars province, north of the provincial
capital of Shiraz. The population is diverse in origin
reflecting the heterogeneous character of regional
society, with its complex mix of sedentary and nomadic
elements. Until the execution of a supposedly radical
land reform programme 1n the 1960s much of the plain
was under the control of absentee landlords. In the
theslis attention 1s focused on a particular part of the
plain, the Ayub valley, and 1in particular on the village
of Chamani, a newly settled village contalning Persian,
Luri, and Turki speakers. Parallel to this the activities
of both landlords and villagers are traced out from
the village i1nto the region 1n which they are
contextualised, and features of other villages 1in the
plain are also emphasised.

The first three chapters serve to set the
scene. After an introductory description of the
provincial environment and of major features in the
soclal organisation of the province, attention is
directed to an examination of the inter-relationship
between nomadism and sedentarism, because a large
proportion of ﬁillagers were former pastoral nomads and

still maintain significant relationships with the
nomadic sector. It is hypothesised that, rather- than

looking at nomadism and sedentarism as separate types
of social organisation, it 1s perhaps more useful

to regard them as variagtions on a small number of
themes., Chapter III elaborates this point, through

an examination of tribal organisation which has often
been equated with nomadism, and which 1is still used

as a means of identifying and labelling certain groups
of people.



Rather than separate nomadic from sedentary
or tribal from non-tribal 1t 1s suggested that the
soclal organisation of the Marvdasht plain may be more
adequately i1nterpreted through an analysis of the
changing patterns of land use and control over time.
Thus, after a brief overview of the Marvdasht plain,
the historical development of relations of production are
outlined with special attention being given to the
period before land reform. This is 1ntended to put the
land reform programme into an historical context and
Thereby facilitate an i1nterpretation of i1t and of the
different sorts of relationships that have been
constructed between landlords and peasants in the plain.

Chapters VII and VIII examline the varied
nature of local production, using the village of Chamani
as a base. An attempt 1s made To confront some of
the established stereo-types through which village
organisation in Iran have been 1nterpreted.

The final four chapters investigate the ways
in which alliances have been constructed, and the
changing relationships of inequallty and authority that have
resulted from the differential incorporation of people
into changing forms of production; the results of an
extended and variable association with western
capitalism. Beginning with relationships within the
“household, the analysis is extended out to finally
examine the changing nature of relationships beTtween

the state and villagers.

Throughout the thesis emphasis 1s placed
on the continuity of social organisation over time.
Despite the execution of a major land relorm programme
and its association with the 'white revolution of the
shah and the people', it is m,intained that 'familial’
networks of control, and 'tribal' associations are

still important in the regulation of action and



interaction, and that the supposed transition from
non-capitalist to capitalist 1s an extremely complex
process which neat categorisations into 'traditional!’
and 'modern' do little to illuminate.
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Tarikh Aiyne gozashteh ast va dars-e-hal

"History is a mirror of the past
and a lesson for the present”
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PREFACE

The fieldwork on which this thesis 1s based was carried
out during 1970 and 1971. It does however reflect work carried
out 1n Iran since that time which I believe has broadened and
deepened my understanding of social organisation in the
Marvdasht pain. Inevitably the conceptual framework with
which I initially began work has changed considerably; the
results of the field experience i1tself, as well as involvement
1n different intellectual traditions since then. In addition
circumstances 1n Iran have changed dramatically since my last
visit there 1in 1977.

This work does not attempt, except 1n the most cursory
manner, to deal with the changing relationships between the
Muslim clergy and the state (as well as the changing nature of
both). For the Shi'a clergy to assume control of the state

apparatus is in itself unique as traditional Shi'a Islam has

eschewed involvement 1n secular government.

Scattered feports from Fars since the revolution would
appear to indicate that the flexibility which was such a
feature of much socio-economic and political organisation, 1n
terms of the maintenance of the 'agro-pastoral combine' and
the 'web' system of political organisation, remaln as major
foci for action. Leaders of the Qashqai tribe for example
have returned from exile and obtained places 1in the new
Iranian parliament. But, without reliable information 1t 1s
impossible to construct anything but hypothetical accounts of

the effects of these changes on the Marvdasht plain. Those



who had placed their reliance on a single specialised interest,
or job were likely to be most affected, while those who could

command a wide variety of resources probably fared less badly.

My research 1n the Marvdasht plain was financed by a
research s;udentship received from the Social Science Research
Council. 1f they had demanded production at the end of the
three year period of the award this thesis would have taken on
a very different form. It was because of their attitude that,
not only was I able to reflect on my work of that period but
also to extend and, I feel, enrich my experience and my research.
At the end of that three-year period I was hardly 1n a position
to synthesise my material. The tradition which assumes that
one goes 1nto the field to test already worked-out hypotheses
gives little room and little time for changes in those hypo-
theses. And yet pressures do necessitate a compromise and a
definition of one's work in ways which, 1f 1t is'to reach
written form, remain only partially satisfactory.

The public language of a preface invites the somewhat
invidious listing of those who have figured most prominently
in the construction of the work to which it 1s pre-faced.

This has the inevitable result of excluding many who remain
unmentioned. To those who remain hidden I extend my warmest

thanks. To the people of the Ayub valley, the 'objects' of my



study I am also indebted. By the very nature of this type of
research they are not 1n a position to respond to my inter-
pretations of theilr activities. This 1nevitably increases the
subjectivity of these 1nterpretations. The research worker is
1n an analagous position to a photographer, in that villagers
who object to photographs because, they argue, the camera
captures their 'soul', are justifiably apprehensive of the
research worker who tries to 'capture' their lives. The trust
that they extend must therefore be handled with great caution
lest 1t bé used as a manipulatory tool against them.

Initially my research work was supervised by Professor
Philip Mayer who was responsible for its inception and, in a
number of penetrating ways, through his own work on tribesmen
and townsmen 1n southern Africa, provided one of the found-
ations from which I worked. Professor Eric Sunderland has
taken an active 1interest since stimulating, first, my 1nterest
in anthropology, and secondly my interest 1n Iran through his
own work on the human geography of that country.

Parallel to them my thanks go to my supervisor, David
Brooks, and his wife, Marianne who have, over thé years
supported the various stages through which this work and my
thoughts have developed. Research of this nature 1s a very
solitary affair and, much more than others, they have been
sympathetic to the problems of working in Iran as well as to
the nuances of interpretation of very complex data. They have
both been extremely tolerant of my many demands on thelr time

and patience.



The Department of National Development and Sociology of
what was Pahlavi University in Shiraz provided a basis for my
studies in Fars and to the staff, in particular Ismail 'Ajami,
and the students I owe a great deal. Of many friends and
colleagues 1in Shiraz who helped me 1n my research I would like
to single out Jalal Sadeghi and his wife, Ann Betteridge,

Habib Ghavami, Ali Shushtari, Hosein Khan Farsi Madan,
Manuchehr Shiva, Feridun Darreshuri, and Shahbaz Khan Kashkuli.
Whilg in Iran I was fortunate to have the support and

encouragement of a number of foreign scholars themselves
wrestling with interpretations of the Iranian scene. Bruce
Livingstone, Bill Royce, Richard Salzer, Bill Sumner, Lois

and Sam Beck, Judy Goldstein, Nico Kielstra, Grant Farr,
Mary-Ellen Page, Charlotte Albright, Bill Beeman, Shirley
Jarman and Brian Beeley were of particular importance. I must
also thank the British Institute of Persian Studies, and 1ts
director, David Stronach, for their support and for providing
a haven of the 'known' in the middle of the unknown. Through-
out my stay in Iran the Institute provided a welcome source

of intellectual stimulation and friendship.

The Centre for Development Studies at the University
College of Swansea has, over the past four years, supported
and encouraged my interests and indeed contributed substan-
tially to the final form that this thesis has taken. Colleagues
in Swansea have allowed me to bounce my ideas off them and have
also given me time to devote to the completion of this thesis

in the face of very demanding teaching schedules. I would



like to thank in particular Gavin Kitching, Chris Gerry and
Charlie Gore. Thanks finally to Anthea Thomas who at a

particularly busy period was able to type my manuscript and

deal with my last minute alterations.
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Explanatory notes

Transliteration: In transliterating Persian I have followed
the system utilized by Lambton (1953, pp.X-x1i), which 1is
based on that adopted by the Royal Asiatic Society. This 1is
not, however, rigorously followed and for proper names and

place names the most common English form is used. I have

adopted the followling system.

a I S J°
b 2 P
p & t b

t - Z b
th I ¢

) ¢ gh (,
ch & f
h ¢ q
kh ¢ k
Ld > g t—ﬁ'
dh » 1 h,

g ) m e

Z ,/ n

s J° V. 9 (vowel sound 'ou')
sh L;' h &

y Cj (vowel sound '1')



Chroﬁblogz: Iran uses the Muslim calendar whichdates from
the flight (hejra) of the prophet Mohamad from Mecca to Medin.
in A.D. 622. For civil purposes a solér calendar 1is used.
This begins on 1st Farvardin, the spring equinox. Thus ihe
year 1349 corresponds to the year running from 21st March
1970 to 20th March 1971. In the middle of the 1970s the shah
- tried to introduce a new ca}endar which dated from the found-
ation of the Achamenian dynasty, 2,500 years before the
coronation of.Reza shah in 1925. Thus the yeér 2545 corres-
ponded to the year running from 2ist March 1970 to 20th March

1971. This was abandoned in 1979 with the overthrow of the

Pahlavi dynasty.

Currency: The official unit of currency is the rial. In the

early 1970s there was considerable fluctuation in its value
as against foreign currencies. In 1969 the exchange rate
stood at 180 rials to #£I sterling. This had fallen by 1975

to 120 rials to &1 sterling. A more common form of reckonin

was 1in tomans: one toman equals 10 rials.

Weights and measures: While officially weights and measures

were metric, the mann was commonly used. This unit of weight

varied from place to place, but the mann-e-marvdashtl was use

as equivalent to 3.2 kilogrammes.



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCT ION

Most of the intensive research for this thesis was under-
taken i1n and around the village of Chamani in the Marvdasht
plain, north of the regional capital of Shiraz, in the southern
Iranian province of Fars. It 1s from this base that inter-
pretations of the complexities of social organisation 1n the

Marvdasht plain have been constructed.

As an inexperienced post-graduate student, 1nspired by
the work of such people as Barth1 and English,2 my 1nitial aim
was to undertake a traditional piece of anthropological field-
work concentrating on problems of social change which were
accompanying a rapid modernisation programme 1in Iran 1n the
late '60s. I arrived in Shiraz in the 1ate§ﬁring of 1969
with some rather general questions as to the nature of city/
village inter-relationships and nomad/peasant 1inter-action.
The next few months were occupied with attempts to focus my
study. In the early summer I spent several weeks in the
rather unusual village of Ghalat, north west of the city of
Shiraz, half way between that city and Ardakan. I was the
guest of the resident medic and of the small Anglican community

which had established a small church in the village (the only

one of its kind in Fars, and used by the missionary community

in Shiraz as a summer retreat). While there, learning Persian,

1. Barth, F. (1964), Nomads of South Persia, London.
2. English, P.W. (1966), City and Village in Iran, Madison, Wisc




I concentrated my work on a study of the giveh (cloth-shoe)
industry that was very important in the village economy.

Because of their wide trade links with other parts of the pro-
vince, this seemed a good place to start an analysis of region-
al networks. It became-very obvious, however, after only a
short stay that, not only did Ghalat appear as unrepresentative,
but my association with the Anglican community would not aid

1n my attempts to live as a 'neutral' observer in a 'represen-
tative' community.

I returned to Shiraz and embarked on a survey of one of
the food-processing factories 1in Shiraz with the aim of build-
ing up a picture of the networks constructed by migrant workers
employed there. My aim throughout was, however, to find a
village which would be suitable for my as yet only half-formu-
lated hypotheses. I travelled extensively 1in the Marvdasht
plain and in central Fars province at this stage, looking for
the 'right' village. Retrospectively this 'right' village
was characterised by criteria which were extremely subjective
- not too distant from the major urban centre of Shiraz, and
yet 1solated enough not to have been irreparably altered by
recent changes. With a conceptual framework which put 'tribes'
on the margins and urban areas at the 'centre', 'my' village
was to be halfway between, reflecting and 1nteracting with both.

The reason for concentration on a settled community rather
than a nomadic one at this stage was conditioned by the pre-

vailing difficulties that foreign scholars were having 1n the

late '60s in obtaining permission to travel and work 1in tribal



areas. Pragmatically I could not afford to spend several
months 1n Tehran waiting around for that permission to be
granted. I was anxious to get out 1nto the 'field' and start
work. Both Tehran and Shiraz were not perceived as having any-
thing to do with this 'field'. I managed to circumvent the
necessity of obtaining formal permission by attaching myself

to the Department of National Development and Sociology at what
was then the Pahlavi University in Shiraz. In return for mini-
mal contributions to thelr teaching programme I was able to
obtain an identity card which allowed me to travel relatively
unhindered in central Fars. At that time I was unable to visit
except informally many of the more isolated 'tribal' areas of
the province. The Department had a field centre just outside
Marvdasht at which I was a frequent visitor and from which I
was able to visit many villages in the Marvdasht plain, over

several years.

In the autumn of 1969 I was introduced to a landowner 1n

the Marvdasht plain who was prepared to let me work from one

of his villages in return for helping him to speak English.
This landowner was Mustafa Abdulahi, who figures prominently
in this thesis, and the village was Chamani. He took M€ with
him on a variety of occasions to his other estates in central
Fars and allowed me to live in his courtyard in Chamani.
Between the early spring of 1970 and the late summer of 1371
most of my work was focused on this village and the villages
around. My major aim was to analyse the impact of land reform

in the Marvdasht plain and this has remained the core oif my



research work. I spent several weeks at a time in Chamani,
and while in town, where I retained a base with my wife, spent
much time with Abdulahi, as well as helping with the research
work ot students in the Department of National Development,
1n rural development projects and in the study of shanty towns
1n and around the city.

After a year in England I returned to Fars in the late

summer of 1972 to take up a post as lecturer in the Department

of National Development and Sociology. In addition to my
teaching I was involved in research among pastoral nomads, more
particularly both the Farsi Madan section of the Qashqgai, and
also the Kurushi camel herders who were attached to the Qashgai.

While occasionally visiting Chamani I did no more concentrated

[T

work there. The reasons for this were various. Firstly, I
felt that my association with the landlord (Abdulahi) had com-
promised my associations with the villagers and that the infor-
mation that I had obtained from there was bilased because otf
that. Secondly because of the nature of the population of
Chamani it seemed important to look at other facets of the
regional population. I wanted to redress the imbalance that

I felt my work in Chamani had created in my understanding of
the situation in Fars; I wanted to work with 'ordinary' people
without being necessarily compromised in their eyes through
associations with urban-based landlords and agents of the

State whose interests oftened seemed contrary to those of

villagers.



Between 1972 and 1975 I travelled widely throughout the
whole of Fars, and over a period of eight months in 1973
worked 1ntensively with one group of the Farsi Madan. This
provided me with important comparative data, but led me away

from the initial foundations on which my research had been

based - Chamani. Again, retrospectively it appeared as an
attempt to find the 'true' 'field' where my anthropological
analysis would be uncompromised by associations with urban-
based, wegternised Iranians. It was not until I was able to
see both Shiraz and Abdulahi as part of that 'field' that the

material I had collected began to make any sense.

Despite 1ts physically distinct appearance, the village
boundaries of Chamani did not circumscribe the activities of
1ts 1nhabitants 1n ways in which functional accounts of middle
eastern villages suggested as they concentrated on notions of
'peasant’ sociefy. Questions were very soon raised in my mind
as to the nature of the commitment of villagers to their place
of residence as well as to a search for other criteria which
might help explain their varied activities and the boundaries
of social control operative within the village. One aspect ot
Chamani's distinctiveness was its division into two discrete
parts, one occupied by the landlord, the other by the majority
ot the inhabitants of the village. This posed questions about

the reasons for and the nature of, the separation of the int-

- erests ot the large landowner and the majority of the villagers,



and led into an analysis of the organisation of production
1n the village.

Chamani also seemed to be divided along 'ethnic' lines
involving the coexistence in one place of three different groups
speaking three different languages (Turki, Luri, and Persian).
This posed questions as to how people were identified with
particular places and as to the mobility of populations in the
plain. It also raised questions about the boundaries that
villagers themselves used in the organisation of their 1lives,
and 1n their reactions to forces that impinged on their lives.

Such perceived distinctions within Chamani led to an
examination of features 1n the wider environment, both 1in
neighbouring villages and in the regional environment; the
nature of tenurial relationships and their eﬂange over time,
and the nature of ethnic identity within southern Iran. This
in turn implied an acquaintance with the social history of the
area and an investigation of the inter-relationships between
nomadic and sedentary communities which was such a visible
feature of the Marvdasht plain. In moving along such a path
however, I was taken further from the empirical basis on which
the thesis was constructed; the Ayub valley. Further problems
were posed as to the interpretation of social organisation
and the premises on which such interpretations were bullt. '

The boundaries of the analysis extended as the boundaries
of the community were also extended, and it became increasingly

wide-ranging. A point was reached when epistemological

questions about the construction of 'reality' associated with
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the supposed collection of 'objective' 'facts', became more

important than an examination of the actual data collected in

the villages in the Marvdasht plain. As Ennew has pointed out:
"even apparent empirical knowledge of the world is

theoretical, constructed 1n concepts and language

that are themselves thought objects and not concrete
objects."

(Ennew 1976, p.44)

The search for interpretative schema, to 'explain' acti-
vity 1in the Marvdasht plain 1involved a critique of the analy-

tical boundaries used to 1solate supposedly distinct groups

/!

\
such as 'villagers' or 'tribes', and led to an examination of

the 1ntellectual premises which scholars had used 1n construct-
1ng such categories. Firstly there were those premises, a
critique of which finally became an intellectual exercilse
within a western philosophical tradition - the fact that the
object of analysis was a middle eastern society was of little
consequence. Secondly there were the premises that the villa-
gers and others used 1n their construction of organisational
forms rooted in the socio-historical and physical conditions
of existence 1n which they were obliged to operate.

Ultimately the scholar's perception of reality remains,
importantly, rooted in his/her environment and in the intel-
lectual traditions which have formed his/her analytical prem-
ises. Comments and interpretations of the actions of others
are necessarily coloured by this. Nevertheless meaning 1S
given to the world through interpretation of that world and the

construction of viable categories that help in its manipulation.



The theoretical premises that one adopts, explicitly or
implicltly, colour not only the conclusions which one formu-
lates, but also the very nature of the facts that one collects
1n the pursuilt of a particular hypothesis. These in turn are
coloured by the nature of one's exposure to 'reality' in the
'tfield'. The results of a particular piece of research are

then the encapsulated energies of the actors involved, both

researcher and researched; a defined record of a transient

moment in time. As such, any piece of research abstracts from
a very complex reality and transposes the 'facts' out of the
history in which they are contextualised.

Chamanil 1s a relatively newly settled village and as
such exhibits features that distinguish it from older villages
1n the plain. The fact that the village 1s divided between
the 1nterests of the large landowners and the villagers, and
that the 1nhabitants of the village exhibit heterogenous
characteristics, provide the starting points for the analysis.

A major feature of the Marvdasht plain 1s the juxta-
position of a nomadic population with permanently settled
villages. Traditional 1nterpretations have tended to perceive
the two as discrete, in social, economic and political terms.
But closer analysis suggests that such discreteness 1s not
necessarily reproduced in actual organisation within the pain.
Such interpretations appear to be predicated on an evolution-
ary scheme which perceives change in terms of progression
from a 'tribal' to a more sophisticated organisational form,

so that 'tribes' were perceived as residual and archaic social
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forms. More functionalist interpretations tended to see the
relationships between 'tribe' and 'villager' as a product of
specialisation, and stressed the symbiotic nature of the inter-
actions between them. The former has been considerably al-
tered, not only because of the more obvious features of its
ethnocentric bias, but also because the evolutionary path,
associated with 'modernisation' was by no means as straight-
forward as 'modernisation' theorists might have imagined.

The 1atte? has also been revised because i1t tends to avoid
history and select abstract features out of that history.

The pivot of land reform provides the perspective from
which to look at the process of change characterised by the
expansion of capitalism; the i1ndividuation of propefty rights,
and the active marginalisation' or 'peripheralisation' of
so-called 'pre-capitalist' or 'non-capitalist' elements, both
physically and intellectually. This process 1nvolves the
expansion of a developing state structure and an analysis of
the often prescriptive categories by which that state dealt
with the problems and aspirations of villagers.

In examining ckange in the Marvdasht plain then, one
must situate it in a broader context; the village 1s only one
part of a very complex equation. The diverse origins of the
villagers, as well as the nature of control over productive
resources take one outside the narrow confines of the village.
Initially it is necessary to situate the plain in the physical
context of southern Iran. This is the object of Chapter Il

which looks at the different phvsical regimes which make up
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this ecologically varied region. This is essential for an
understanding of the movement of people between areas and thus
for an understanding of the various types of agricultural and
nomadic regimes that are to be found in the region. Through
such 1t 1s hoped to present a framework in which some of the
teatures that are to be found in the Marvdasht plain may be
more comprehensively evaluated. The physical environment serves

Y

as a basis from which to analyse the social environment and the
nature of‘}nteraction between urban, rural and nomadic popu-
lations, all of which are represented in the plain.

Such an 1ntroductory overview provides a framework for an
examination in Chapters IV and V of changing tenurial relation-
ships as well as changes in the distribution of power. The
central theme 1n thils examination 1s the continuing importance
of a form of delegation of authority in which political office
was combined with control over land. It is paralleled by a
discussion of changes associated with the expansion of capital-
ist relations of production and the changing character of
state control.

The land reform of the 1960s was hailed as a major break
with tradition. Closer inspection suggests that it served the
interests of those already established in power. It had the
effect of polarising the interests of the large landowners
from those of the majority of the peasant cultivators, and
aided in the expansion of individual, commercialised agricul-

tural production. The forms of cultivation after the reform
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are analysed in Chapter VII. This is followed by an examin-
ation of occupational differentiation within the village of
Chamani. It i1s emphasised there that changes in occupation
cannot necessarily be viewed as indicators of more comprehensive
changes, but may reflect the intellectual categories that
observers have brought to the analysis of rural production.

A major aim of the thesis 1s to examine the nature and
characteristics of changes that have been felt in the Marvdasht
plain both preceding land reform and following, in order to
put the reform programme into its historical context, as the
necessary accompaniment of a trend whose effects were being
felt long before.

Parallel to such an analysis is an examination of the
inter-relationships between villagers and others in a changing

environment; the nature of the alliances they construct in
the pursuit of their different goals. Proceeding from an
examination of the household economy (Chapter IX) through an
investigation of the nature of marital alliances, attention
1s then focused on the alliances constructed between house-
holds, 1n what has been termed the 'agro-pastoral combine'.
Finally, attention is focused on the changing patterns otf
inequality and authority, firstly through an investigation of
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