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Appendix 1
GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED TO DESCRIBE DIFFERENT FORMS OF PRIVATE
SCHOOL IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

The terminology used to describe the different

forms of private educational institution which appeared in
the nineteenth century was both complex and utilitarian.

In the absence of any central guidance on nomenclature,
complexity arose out of schools of one particular kind being
styled differently by different persons. For instance,

some 'ladies day schools' were sometimes called 'ladies
seminaries' by their owners, yet their functions did not
differ. In other cases, the same term was used to describe
private schools with completely different functions as in the
case of 'preparatory school' which sometimes was used to des-
cribe dame schools for young children as in the trade and
commercial directories. These directories are a case in
point, of possibly confusing terminology, for apart from
their misleading use of the term 'preparatory school', in the
1830's and 1840's care appeared to be taken by their compilers
in distinguishing one type of school from another and making
clear their function sometimes by prolix designations, e.g.
'Classical, Mathematical and Commercial School' or 'boarding
and day s chool for the sons of gentlemen.' In the later
part of the century the trade and commercial directories
tended sometimes to describe some of the private schools
simply as 'schools' or at best 'private schools' so that

clear categories become difficult.



Academy - private boys' school catering for middle class
education and generally offering a wide curriculum
with a commercial bias. Many boys' day schools
were called 'academy,' but they could be of a
boarding character also. As the century pro-
gressed there was a gradual decline in the use
of this term. Often the term 'academy' was used
synonymously with 'commercial' school.

Boarding school for the sons of gentlemen, or boarding school
for young gentlemen - upper or upper middle class school with

a generally classical curriculum. Often kept by
a clergyman, though not always. Earlier classical
schools and later preparatory schools were similar
in character. Not all 'gentlemen's boarding
schools' were embryonic preparatory schools. Some
prepared boys for commerce and business.

Cathedral School - a grammar school connected with a cathedral

and generally of very ancient foundation. Some
cathedral schools have developed into public
schools.

Choir School or Choristers School - generally connected with a

cathedral though not necessarily so, e.g.
St. Michael's Choir School, Tenbury Wells,

A
Worcestershire. The raison d%etre of a choir

school was to produce boy choristers for a
Cathedral or Church. Usually they were small in
size many having no more than the number to be

found in a Church or Cathedral choir. Many



choir schools based on endowment. They were

neglected institutions for much of the nineteenth

centry.
Classical School - usually kept by clergymen even before the

early nineteenth century (see Nicholas Hans: New

Trends in Education) with a predomiramtly, if not

wholly, classical curriculum. Some classical schools
were large institutions run on professional lines;
others were held in country rectories. These schools,
insofar as they were classical and catered for upper
middle and upper classes,were preparatory schools

in embryo.

Classical, Commercial and Classical, Mathematical and Commercial
Schools - 'Hybrid' schools pursuing more than one type of

curriculum. Such terminology was more common at the
beginning of the nineteenth century than at the end
by which time a secondary school curriculum had begun
to emerge which was more than just a conglomeration
of subjects offered to prospective pupils' parents.

Collegiate Spghool - originally a mediaeval term: the constitution

of a collegiate school differed from others insofar
as 1t was based on government by Warden and Fellows.
The most notable experiment in this form of school
government was at Radley. In the mid-nineteenth
century several collegiate schools were founded by
church organisations to care for the education of the

"neglected" middle classes.



Private Commercial Schools - were popularly supposied to have

supplied the needs which the endowed grammar schools
would not or could not meet because of their restric
ted curriculum in the early nineteenth century. uany
private schools did perform this function but few
were specifically styled commercial schools. In

the early years the curriculum was 'general' with

a commercial bias but by the end of the century
there was a greater awareness for the need for
commercial schools specifically concerned with a
thoroughly vocational preparation for commerce and

business.

Common day schools - were private elementary schools often run

by men for the education of the upper echelons of
the 'lower orders.' Like the dame schools for the
'lower orders' the common day schools were the sub-
ject of inquiry by the Newcastle Commission 1858-
1861. They charged low fees but where the fee was
more than £1 a quarter they were often indisting-
uishable from boys schools and girls schools of the
lower middle class.

County School - a form of proprietary school associated with the

name of Rev. J. L. Brereton. The aim of Brereton

was to make ‘the county schdols undenominational

(hence the secular terminology),for the sons of
faruers and comparbble county families, providing a
public school type of education at a lower cost.
Attempts were made to give such schools an agricul-

tural bias.



Crammer

Dame Scghools

a pejorative, yet often accepted term, to describe
a private coach for either University, Professional,
Army, or Indian Civil Service (I.C.S.) Examinations.
Some Navy "crammers" became preparatory schools,
e.g. Eastman's and Foster's.

- g wide concept is adopted in this thesis of

the term 'dame school' which is used generally by
educational historians to denote lower class schools
for young children kept by women who charged a few
pence per week to enable parents to go to work. Such
schools had the character of cf;ches. There were,
however, middle class and upper class dame schools
providing the earliest education for the children

of more wealthy parents. Teaching was virtually the
only outlet for young women of 'genteel character'
who did not marry. There were many schools, therefore,
kept by spinsters, either singly or in families of
daughters, who lacking a classical education, offered
a sound 'English' education to young children. The
numbers so involved would serve as a useful instru-
ment of demographic measurement of the level of

matrimony in the country in the nineteenth century.

Grammar School -~ some grammar schools were privately owned and

not publicly endowed: others were proprietary schools,

e.g. Stockwell Grammar School.

Intermediate Schools - term sometimes used to describe the

second school usually attended by boys of upper
middle and upper classes before going to public

school. In the pattern of pre-preparatory school -

preparatory - public school, 'Intermediate' schools

were the 'preparatory' stage.



Ladies day schools, lLadies boarding schools, Ladies seminaries

- were schools for girls from middle class homes.
This type of school preponderated in number over all
other types of private school. Until the latter part
of the century the curriculum was concerned mainly
with the acquisition of pecomplishments.

Middle School - was a general term adopted to describe middle

class schools. Church organisations, aware of the
need to supply middle class education, often styled
the schools they provided, 'Middle Schools.'

Preparatory School - often used to describe schools not

necessarily preparing boys for public school. For
instance, it was sometimes used to describe schools
for boys preparing for entry to University. It only
became to have a special institutionalised meaning
in approximately the last two decades of the nine-

teenth century. Classical preparatory schools,

usually kept by clergymen, formed the mainstream of

preparatory school development. Dame[preparatogx

schools were also very numerous. It is likely,
however, that very many of these were really pre-
preparatory in character and kept boys from seven to
ten years before passing them on to 'Intermediate!
schools. In the second half of the nineteenth century,

Junior Schools began to be set up by 'Public Schools'

anxious to sustain a high level of recruitment. The

term guasi-preparatory school has been used to des-

cribe those embryonic preparatory schools of earlier
years which, whilst being the direct antecedents of
modern preparatory schools, would lack many of their

aims and values.



Private School - a general term to describe any school outside

the jurisdiection of the State or Local Authority or

not 'publicly' endowed.

Private adventure school - a school run for private profit.

The term was used pejoratively by the opponents of

private enterprise in education.

Private tutor, private coach - at the beginning of the nine-

Proprietary

teenth century it wac customary for the sons of
wealthy parents to have private tutors rather than
attend public schools. Ih many cases such private
tutors accompanied their pupil to university and
served as a companicn on the 'grand tour' which
followed University. Later in the century it became
the practice for many to attend a private tutor after
public school btefore going to University. With the
introduction of middle class and professional
examinations private tutors were in great demand and
their role changed to one of private coach.

School - generally a school financed on a joint

stock principle with the Headmaster being salaried

and subject to the wishes of a board of directors.

The proprietary company financing the school generally
offered between 4. and 5% to shareholders and divi-
dends annually. In many cases, however, this was
theoretical only and profits were ploughed back into
the school. The term ‘'proprietary' was used more

loosely by the S.I.C. (See chapter 7)



Public Sghool - originally referred to the nine schools

examined by the Clarendon Commission (1861-1864).

By the end of the century, through the foundation

of large and well supported proprietary schools and

the evival of many endowed grammar schools, about a

hundred schools formed a 'community of schools'

which interacted at various levels to characterise
_ public schools.

Quasi-public Schools = refers to private or proprietary schools
which during the nineteenth century took on the
character of public schools but which at some stage
in their existence would not have been recognised
by that 'community' as public schools.

Rectory Sphools. - used to describe small classical schools run

by clergymen. This term was not used generically in

the nineteenth century.



Appendix 2

A QUESTION OF EPHEMERALITY

One of the most serious accusations which the Newcastle
Report made against dame, common day and other private adven-
ture schools coming within the commissioners' survey, was that
they were ephemeral. Such schools, it was said, were in
existence for only a very short while before closing, only to
be replaced by similar evanescent schools nearby. This did
not make for the possibility of regular attendance (even if
that were universally desired) for the pupils of those schools.

This charge was re-iterated from time to time by H.M.I's who
were responsible men with a wealth of experience working in the
field. What, however, is the evidence for this ephemerality?
How far was this assumption based on an investigation? The
H.M.I. might observe the comparatively rapid closure of a
school but was he likely to investigate the reasons why a
certain school closed or find out what had happened to the
elusive private school teacher? It is unlikely that a syn-
optic view was obtained about the movements of private school
teachers in any one area by H.M.I's: the data about the
ephemeral nature of the schools was, therefore, incomplete.

It is unlikely that light will be thrown on the background
to these questions as far as dame schools are concerned, for
as the study of Coventry dame schools in 1840 has shown,
county directories - one of the chief sources of information
about the movement of private adventure schools in the early
years - do not list the more humble schools. It becomes

impossible, therefore, to trace the movements of more humble
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school owners from one address to another or to note the con-
tinued use by successive 'proprietors' of any set of premises.
It is possible, however, to do this with schools higher
in the social scale which are listed in trade and commercial
directories. A preliminary investigation on these lines has
been started with some of the eleven counties which form the
basis of this study. Because earlier directories were pub-
lished only intermittently in some areas, and because the
later Kelly P.0O. directories, from 1860 onwards, were pub-
lished only every four years, it is not possible to comment
on schools closing within a four year period; but since the
object of this investigation is to seek continuity among such
schools - if it exists - this is perhaps not such a handicap.
The investigation falls into three parts:-
An examination of (1) Private schools existing at about the
time of the Schools Inquiry Commission (1868)
and the Bryce Commission (1895) Reports in
the six counties of Berkshire, Cambridge-
shire, Hampshire, Norfolk, Oxfordshire
and Somerset. (Because of the practice of
publishing the Kelly's P.0. directories in
different years, in different counties, it
has not been possible to obtain figures
for identical years.)
(2) Private schools in Durham City existing
in 1848, tracing their continuity through
the annual Durham City directories and
noting changes of address of some schools.
(3) The extent of continuity amongst schools

in Worcestershire from 1884-1896.



(1) Table 27
FINDINGS IN SIX COUNTIES

County

Years

AL

Findings

Berkshire

|

: Camﬁ;idée“

1869/1887

1865/1892 |

Hampshire

and the I.0.W.

1867/1895 |

13 out of 103 private schools
existing in 1887 had been in
existence for 18 years, either

‘at two addresses with the same

owner or at the same address
with two owners. This repre-
sented some 12.6% of the total.

11.

3 out of 57 private schools in
1892 had been in existence for
at least 27 years. This repre-
sented 5.3% of the total.

22 out of 327 private schools,
including Stubbington House
(1841-) had existed for at
least 28 years in 1895. This
represented 6.7% of the total
in that year.

Norfolk

Somefséfm

1865/1892

9 out of 144 private schools
in Norfolk in 1892 had existed
for at least 27 years. This
represented 6.25% of the total.

. Oxfordshire | 1869/1887

in Oxfordshire, representing
some 24.2% of the total had
been in existence in 1887 for
at least 18 years.

 1866/1897

T out of 219 private schools,
representing some 3.2% of the
total in 1897 had been in
existence for at least 31
years.

From this small sample it is possible to reach some conclusions,

vig: (a) That from 12% to 24% of private schools in at least
two counties had an existence for at least 18 years.
(Ko attempt was made to trace the schools beyond the
years between 1869/1887)

(b) That from 5% to 6% of private schools in at least

had been in existence for some 31 years (or more).

three ecounties had an existence for at least 27-28
years (and possibly longer)

(¢) That 3.2% of private schools in at least one county
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(2) OBSERVATIONS ON SOME PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN DURHAM CITY
1848-1872 and 1877-1894

(a) Of the 14 private schools listed in the Durham City
Directory for 1848
(i) only 6 existed for less than 10 years
(ii) 3 existed for more than 30 years
1l existed from between 20 years and 30 years
4 existed from between 10 years and 20 years.
(v) The 14 schools had an average existence of 4.7 years.
(¢) During the years 1848-1872 and 1877-1894 premises were
often used by several successive school owners to
accommodate their schools. This was to be expected
when the number of buildings available for private
schooling was limited so that school owners were
likely to jockey for better accommodation and change
location comparatively frequently. This would no
doubt account for the Misses Lonsdale who kept a
boarding school at 45, 01d Elvet in 1848 moving into
46 01d Elvet in 1851. In 1855, however, it would
seem they thought better of their move and returned
to 45, 01ld Elvet. Charles MacNally, on the other
hand, who kept a boarding school at 41 Claypath in
1848 moved to Chapel Passage, 0ld Elvet in 1851 and
stayed there 20 years before moving in 1871 to 24 and
25 Allergate which would seem to have been larger
premises.
A good example of how the acquisition of premises
possibly determined the measure of success of a
private school owner was to be found in the case of

the Rev. J. C. Lowe, M.A. who in 1855 kept a school
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at 45 South Street. By 1856 he had taken over

44 South Street which he further enlarged in 1860
by also taking over 46 South Street, In 1867,
possibly still finding his premises inadequate he
moved to 16 South Bailey where he stayed till 1887.
Could it have been that by moving to South Bailey
he preferred the advantages of conducting a school
in one possibly larger house than in three smaller
ones?

It is not practicable in this study to consider all such
changes of address of private school owners or private school
changes of owners, since only the very tip of this educational
iceberg has been spotlighted. There would seem to be much
scope for further painstaking study of directories which would
throw more light on the generalisations made about the

ephemerality of private schools.



(3) Table 28

14.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN WORCESTERSHIRE 1884-1896 HAVING AN
EXISTENCE OF AT LEAST 12 YEARS OR MORE

Name School Comments
Mrs. Margaret |Malvern House, | Boardg.school for ladies.
Judson Blockley By 1896 the school had been
passed on to the Miss Judson
who kept school both at
' Malvern House and Rock
' Cottage
Mrs. William Windsor Cottege Preparatory school for young
Holyoake | Bromsgrove gentlemen. By 1896 the school

Mrs. Marianne
Smith

Misses Louisa
and Ellen
Grafton

Misses Annie,
Sarah and
Catherine
Green

Mrs. Jemima
Green

Mrs. Joseph
Cooper

Mrs. Philip
Myatt

George Timson
and Son

Misses Perwls
and Eliza
Priend

Misses Minifie

William Dou ’

M.A.

Ombersley St.,
Droitwich

30, Dixon's
Green,
Dudley

24, Bowne St.,
Dudley

13, Terry St.,
Dudley

28, High St.,
Eveshan

6, North Terrace,Preparatory school.

Eveshan
Feckoﬁhém

Rushmore House,
Blakebrook,
Kidderminster

33, Farfield St.

The Shool,
Malvern Link

. had been renamed Windsor
- House

Ladies School

Ladies School

Ladies School. Changed
address in 1888 to
92 High Street.

Ladies School.

Ladies boarding school

She
was the wife of a commission
agent

Commercial School

Ladies boarding school

A classical preparatory
school. This type of school
far from being ephemeral in
character possesssdgreat sta-
bility generally. .Some of
these schools like"/Mickhams

' of Twyford have kept the

school within the family
for more than 100 years.



Miss Frances Mary

Fletcher
Rev. William

Wilbaforce Gedge,
M.A.

Rev. Samuel
Latham, M.AO

Miss Janet
Leighton

Misses Ovens
and Laste

Mrs. Ellen and
Miss Ellen
Piper
Misses Mary and
Prances Prioce
Miss Yanny
Somerville

Miss Ann Parker

Miss Sarah
Howells

Miss Roper

James Bryant

Mrs. M. Tay

Cambridge House,
Malvern Wells

The Well House,
Malvern Wells

South Lea,
Klbert Road,
Great Malvern

Lawnside )
Albert Road

The Mount,
Albert Road

The Hollies,
Worcester Rd.,
Malvern

Gratton House,
Great Malvern

Hazel Bank,
Malvern Link

45, High Street,
Netherton

4, Perrott St.,
Oldbury

Woodville House,
Pershore

1A, Park Road,
Redditch

16, Victoria St.,
Redditch

Ladies school

A classical preparatory
school. See Chapter 14.
By 1892 Gedge had been
succeeded by his second
master Alfred H. Stabie,
M.A.

Classical preparatory
school.

Ladies School

Ladies School. By 1892
Miss Rosa Bgrley had
taken over the school.
Albert Road was popular
for private schools in
Malvern. Such a concen-
tration of private
schools was typical.

See advertisement in
The Court Guide and
County Blue Book 1902

Ladies School. By 1892
it had passed to Miss
Elizabeth Allison

Ladies School.

Ladies boarding school.
By 1888 Miss Parker had
moved school to 3, High
Street. By 1892 Miss
AliceMillett had taken
over. By 1896 Miss Sarah
Horne had taken over. 1
change of address and 2
changes of owner in 12
years.

Common day school

By 1892 a Mrs. Dodd had
taken over the school
and raised its social
gtatus to a ladies school

Boys' school

15.



Mrs. Annie
Jennings

Mrs. Eligzabeth
Bishop

Miss Florence
Kingsbury

Miss Annie
Barnes

Mrs. Mary
Aclkalls

Samiel Benoni
Brewer

Miss Mary Brown

William P.
Caldwell,M.A.

Miss E. Edmonds

Misses Mary,Jane.
Elizabeth Green

Mrs. Jones

Miss S.M.Newton

!
¢

Miss Eliza ;
Parker ’

Mr. Francis :
Reeve

New Street,

Shipston on Stour

29, Hagley Road,
Stourbridge

Greenhill House,
Stourbridge

Trent Street,
Tenbury

Boughton St.,
St. Johns,
Worcester

3, Edge St.,
Worcester

Pierpoint St.,
Worceéester

Barbourne o
College, Claines,

Worcester

Ladies Gollegiaté
School, ;
Worcester

Thorniloe,
Worcester

5% College Yard,
Worcester

Comer House,
Bromsford Rd4.,
Worcester

9, Edgar St.,
Worcester

Ly telton House,

|

Ladies Schooi_
Ladies boarding school
Ladies boarding school
Ladies boarding school

Preparatory

Acadenmy

Girls' school. By 1888
had changed address to
27 Tything

Prepared pupils for many
examinations. By 1896 had
changed address to

' Ivy House

Ladies School

Ladies boarding school.
By 1888 her daughters
Ellen and Alice had taken
over to provide contimity

Boarding school

Ladies School. By 1892
Miss Parker had moved

school to 12 Edgar St.

Boarding school. Atten-

| ded by Edward Elgar-

Whereas Table 27 gave some estimate of the number and

percentage of private schools to be found still in existence

after 18, 27/28 and 31 years respectively in a county, Table 28

16.

shows a large number existing for the shorter period of 12 years.



Appendix 3

THE DAME SCHOOLS

of

COVENTRY AND DISTRICT

1840
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Appendix 27
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Appendix 37

GROWTH MAP
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