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| .. ABSTRACT.

According 'to Martin Luther King, riots are "the language
of the unheard". This dissertatlon describes the condition of
the Essex agr:.cultural 1a'bourers and how they reacted against,
and sought to :unprove " the:.r lot. .

There were six stages in the development of the workers'
proteat. '1) The old'-style food riot, ii) wage demands, which
reached their climax in the 1830 riots, iii) mechine-breaking

‘between 1815 and 1830, iv) early agricultural unionism, v) rural
chartism, and vi) the 1ncreas:|.ng use of 1ncend1arlsm to express
~ discontent,

The causes of unenpioyi;}e.nt after 1815 are examined in'
Chapter IIT and in the _folldwi-ﬁg seetien the labourers' standard
of l:.v:Lng is discussed, The G'a;me Iaws, the altered methods of
employment, and the decline in 'l:.v:mg in' added to the tension
within the villages, Various methods of alleviating distress
were tried but the bulk of the 'uizemployed were .forced to epply
~ for parieh relief, Cha_pter I 'ireludes discuss:ton on the
controversial question of tl-_1e effects of the allowance system
after 1795;

The central part of the tdis.sez_:‘tation is concerned with a
description. of the 1830 riota. Despite the large munber of
- Bssex Iaboerers transported Zafter the disturbances, serious

trouble was restricted to a small area. Chapter IX examines



- the hc;stility of the labourers towards the Anglican clergy and
. the influence of ]'Hethoaisml in the riotous areas of 18%0.

The 1mt1a1 severi’tie_s 'of the New Poor Law ended the com-
parative tranquillity of the period 1831-5. Chapter VIII
describes the pgnditions'-yvj.thiz}._. the workhouse and the reaction
of the labourers to the'ixeaéurcéi's of 1834, Despite the easing
of the Poor Law r_egulla;tio::?s,?. there was little sign, from the
incendiarism after 1840, that egrerian discontent was on the

wane at the end of the period.

LTI I T
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Chapter I THE AGRICULTURE OF ESSEX

In fhe first half of fhe nineteenth century, Essex was a
pr.edomin'antly agricultural county. The rapidly dying woollen
industry in the Braintree-Halstead area was replaced by silk
manufacture, 'i:ut the n_njoz;i"il:y of Esse’x. workers earned their
living on the land, Smil industries included straw-plaiting,
salt manufacture, coz;n‘-in_ill;ng » brick-making, and the production
of gunpowder, ' | |

The chief crops grown in ﬁsseg were wheat, barley, oats,
peas_, beans, rapeseed, mustard rye grass, tares and trefoil,
About 370 acres were devoteé. to the growing of hops, chief‘l& in
the H'als;bea'deCastle Hedir;ghgm—W'efhersfield area, '_ The cult:i.va.tioﬁ
of cdaraway, coriander and teazel was pecul;lar to the county. The

average product from each acre of cereal was as follows -(1848):-1

Wheat " 24t bushels
Barley _ 333 bushels
Oats . ',  ' 36} bushels
Beans - . 27 bushels
Peas - 20+ bushels

The finest wheat crops were sown in Sepfenber; March was
i:he best time for sowing oats and barley. Turnips were grown un

| the lighter soils and near Iondon., Potatoes were grown for the

metropolis. Essex was not famous for its livestock, but calves .

‘were sent from Suffolk, sheep from Sussex-and Wiltshire, and oxen






- 'from as far away as Scotland to be fattened on marshland areas.
Efﬁéignt'azainage was essential fof-goéd yields in Area I
(see Young's Map = Pig, 1) 2 where strong wet loams were found
ona whitish clay nnrl bo'lj:ﬁomf. _The chief cfops in this district,
. the Dunmow Huridred and the Rod:mgs, were wheat and barley, The
most fertile area of the qoﬁnty'vé.s the mritiﬁe'district of
rich loams (Area IT). This_ included the fertile ‘gmzing_.ia.nd
south of Maldon and the neaﬁ;-by islands, 'Areas III, IV and
V were composed of mixed sd;{ls..; in some p]_.ades very wet and stiff
but _interspersea with dry -supe_r.'ior soiis.. In the Layer-de-la-Haye
area, there ﬁs 1ight turmp -Z_Land. Another region suitable far
turnip cultivation was the dry country around Colchester (VrI)
with loamy sands on gmygi,- Iﬁ the extreme north-west of the
county (VII), the a.rea“ wes a contimation of the Hertfordshire
and Cambridgeshire chalk, - Eecause the soil was shallow, dee;;;
ploughing v_ras' not possible. The two main crops were wl;xeat
and barley, the farmers following the old adage "Good elm,
godd barley; good oak, good whea‘l.:" 5 » .The fimal area (VIII)
was a large area stretching from Suffolk to Middlesex with a
great variety of sands and loams,
Essex was well situated fc};r' the efficient development of

agriculture. It had a mild climate, no areas of highland and yet,

except for the coastal regions, no land so flat that water collected.

Transport facilities improved between 1750 and 1850 with better

roads and the early development of railways. With the meny rivers

-2



in the county, there was ready water carrisge. Along the Thames

were chalk pits which supplied many areas in the south of the

codnty. The most important ‘advantage that Bssex possessed was.

its proximity to Londom. The metropolis provided a matural

market for agﬂcultml produce a1_1d a2 source of employment 'for

labourers in the south-west of the county. l"
At one time Essex ha.d been famous for its large farms but

by the béginning of the nineteenth c_egtgzy ’ they were found only

" along the coast., In ‘othe:q parts of the county, a farm of 400-500

acres was reggrded as being a large prope_rty; the average for the

county being ebout 150-200 ac:res.5

With the increased prospe_rity
of the farmers during the Nép_oleonic Wars, rents were raised,
sometimes dramatically. Around Pitsea in 1784 rents were 10/-
per acre; by 1805, they averaged between 20/~ and 30/-. In
the same year, rents betweer‘l'Colchester and Witham were in the
region of 22/6d per acre (13/- in 1770).6- Tithes had ais§ in-
creased; the average composition per acre went up bj 1/3%d

between 1795- and 18(')5.7

~ In a few parishes, the _tithe composition
was related to rent, the average composition being a_.ppro:ci.nafely
L/~ per acre. In the Chesterfords and Littlebury, land had been
given to the tithe-holder affa-- the enclosure acts. Tithes were
‘ba.ken in kind at Great Clactom, Bastwood, Prittlewell, Great
Wakering and Romford (great tithe only). 'The most notoriocus
example was at Hornchurch causing Arthur Young to cqm!mnt that

"New College, Oxt‘ord, and Mr. Bea.f‘bloc’k, are famous topics in



7.

this country". 8

Tithes were 'mentioned~as. being one of the "obstacles to
husbandry", - The lack of leases Was another, At one time they
were normelly for 21 years but Young reported that "leases are
9 E‘orty years
later Caird complained that Essex landlords faiie'd. to provide

going rapidly out of fashion in this county".

capitel for the improvement of their estates and refused to give
their tenants the security of temure that would encourage them
- to undertake the work. The result was that the soils of Essex
failed to produce their meximum amount, There were two main
explanations; that the landlords were so encumbered with
mortgage debt and other liabilities, and that they feared the
loss of their influencé over terénts if security of temure was
guaranteed. 10

Essex fa;m;ers were among the first to use the latest
equipment such as the threshing machine, ,11 My Vaizey of
Halstead used .one driven 'by' four horses. "One man feeds, two
supply, & bo:} drives and two men clear away the straw"., Mr.
Spurgeon's machine was worked by two horses "and not hard labour,
Last year's wheat, which was very badly threshed at 7/~ a quarter,
was' done by .the machine perfectly well". Difficulties arose with
some of the ‘early machines, A threshiz';g mill belonging to Mre.
Wekefield of Burmham and erected at a cost of £200 fell to

pieces. 12 By 1830, however, most of the defects had been






remedied and threshing machines were widely used in Essex. Farmers

either bought their own. or hired them. from contractors, Efficient

drainage was essential in some areas of the countj, and the mole

‘plough, which originated in Essex, 15

was adopted by & mumber of"

farmers who fou.nd it more econonucal than ord:n.nary labour. Mr. .

Tabrum reported that the ngéhiz;e could do 8-9 acres per day;

- lsbourers could do 20 rods each.

besides the saving of straw and bushes,

The

‘saving per acre wes 2/-,

L Because the threshing

machines and mole ploﬁghs were x;egarded as being one cause of

. unemployment, both were the ':o‘bj‘écts‘ of attack in 1816 and.

1830

At the start of the nineteenth century, Bssex farmers were

regarded as among the most efficient in the country. Essex had

its share of —innovatofs such as J,J, Mechi who- wfote A Series

of Letters on Agr:.cultural Inprovements“ In 1850 , Caird was -

unable to share the views of Arthur Ioung as to the efficiency of

Essex famers.‘ He cr1t1c:.zed. the fa.rmers for failing to use their

prox:mty to Iondon to greata- advanta,ge. Caird advised them to

pay. more attention_to supplying milk for the ‘capital; thereby

reducing their dependence on corn crops. He concluded that

_with all the advantages that the county enjoyed, Essex might

"be expected to be eminently well-cultivated, the landlords wealthy,

the . farmers prosperous: and the labourers fully 'én@-loyed. "This

is far from being the case....s".

15
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Chapter Il FOOD RTOTS AND FOST WAR DISTURBANCES (1815-1819)

(a) Food Riots 1700-1800.

The ;;rqblems facing the agricultural labourer during most of the °

eighteenth century were different from those which affected him in

the following century, and his reaction consequently differed. Until

181 employment was usually plentiful and distress wis caused not by
redundancy, but by sudden increases in the .price of essential goods,
During the eighteenth. c_;entu.ry foéd riots were npt uncommon. in Essex,
especially as after 1765 bad harvests were the rule rather than the.
exception, Apart from“ pure plundering, food riots were of two main

typés: the rioters e:l.tha- seized waggons loaded with food'and com=

pelled the authorities to sell the produce at a low price, or they

vigited farmers and shopkeepers with the -same gbject.

Professor Rudé mentioned a riot by IEss__e:cf hﬁusgwives dﬁdng the
period 1709-1710 2 and in 1740 rioting broke out in Colchester and
Menningtree. The m68t disturbed years were 1772, 1795 and 1800,

- In 1772 millers and farmers in Chelmsford w&e compelled to sell
their goods at a low price, and meat was only 3d per pound, The
Rev, J.. Tindall, a local magistrate, confessed that he was at a
loss to know what to do. HIe managéd at least to lock up the

3 At Colchester

waggons loaded with wheat and flour were captured by rioters, b

A large munber of cealves bound for the Iondon'mrke.t were stopped

militia firearms to prevent the mob seizing them,



and taken-to the mayor, who ordered them to be killed and scld at

3d a lb, >

Similar incidents involving corn and meat were reported
at Witham, A nunber of villages were also involved: disturbances
broke out at Belchamp Walter, Ga.-ea.t Yeldham, Great Waltham, Felsted,
White Notley, Writtle, Springfield, Pentlow, Foxearth, Rochford,
Birdbrock and Wickhem St. Paul. At Pentlow and Foxearth attempts
were made to pull down mills. 6 At'Barns.ton a shopkeeper was forced
to sell butter at 6d and cheese at 3d per 1b, well below mrket
prices. |

Rioting broke out ‘in 1795 in the Colchester, Braintree and
Halstead districts after the price of wheat rocketed to over 90/-
& quarter., " Poor harvests fxad ca..used a merked reduction in the

wheat crops, although the yield of oats increased in the Dunmow

ares..

Crop in average year (Dunmow area). 179, 1795
Wheat - 20 bushels per acre 16 bushels 12 bushels
Oats 28 bushels per acre 24 bushels 32 bushels

Barley - 24 bushels per acre 20 bushels 2k bushels

In the Chelmford division thé wheat crop was dovn by 20%, and
in the Dengie Hundred by 25%. 8 Mhere were rumours that the price
of grein was being kept artificially high by farmers buying wheat at
markets where prices were comparatively low, and seiling it elsewhere
for a handsome profit. A quantity of corn bought at Epping for
£23,158, Od. could be sold at Romford for £25. 5s. Ods  The shortage ..

of provisions led to a-crowd in Halstead bursting open the doors of a



mill and seizing bags of flour. ;1°" In nearby Gosfield the village
~ cryer was sent round to- tell the pubiic to _aseemble to reduce the
price of corn .and pull_ down mills, A crowd of 500 collected and
laid hold on two waggons loaded with wheat but.was disper.s_e'd by
the yeommy, - S |

Saffron Walden was the .s_eene of the worst disturbances in
1795, An attempt had been mde to supply the parish with chesp
wheat and flour, but .gre'at difficul_l:t& was experienced in f:l.nd:l.ng '
sufficient quantities. The ra.yor bought fifty quarters of wheat
from & Mr,. Horner, and had -_ordered another fifty. As this trans-
action had been c_omplet,ed with.his young nephew, Horner ref‘usec_i to
supply the sécond order, 6n the grounds that the mayor had taken
advantage o_f..h.is nephew's age and inexperience in bargaining. On
Monday 27th Jﬁ]y,. 1795, a riot broke out in the town and order wes
not fully ret_sterea __until two t_rooi)_e of _§urrey Eemible_s errived from
Colchester, The lesder.of the mob was Samuel Forter, a céoper, who

on the first day hed contributed 10/~ for drink for the crowd and

forced passers-by to do the sa_nie.. With their new leader, the crowd . .-

gathered in the Greyhound Inn where a quantity'-of corn was taken
fmm.'the loft. -After Eorter had set up his headquerters in the

White Horse Inn, part:.es were sent out to gather corn, cheese, meat

and other food at reduced rates. A carrier was pressed into service

to fetch the f:.fty quarters of wheat from Mr. Horner, I*-‘brtunately
for him, the r:mgleaders were so busy planm.ng the ralds that he

‘was able to escape, When some of the_shopk_eepers resisted the

demands of the rioters, fights broke out,. John Leverett » Shop=-



" before the end of his term.

k‘eepez.; and deai_er in cheese, neceived such injuries that "his

life was despaired of", At the Lent Assizes 1796, five of the-
rioters were sentenced to terms of inpriéonmnt ranging from

three to six manths At the Summer Assizes i795., Forter was .
sentenced to. "pay a fine of'£56. and be imprisoned in the common
ga'oll until vhc.;'_pay the said fine and also to enter into recognizances
with two sureties, himself in the sum of £500 end each surety £250

for his good behaviour for the space of seven years, to be con;puteé.

from the end of the said one year and then discharged". A year later,

in a letter written in :Chélx‘psford prisoﬁ to Thomas Hall, a Town Clerk, '

 Porter expressed the hope that he would "interseed for me to Lord
Howhard end the town at larg" to draw up a petition for his release
12 ‘ '
The composition of the crowd in the Saffron Walden riots is
difficult to. determine, Although Porter was & cooper, and another

ringleader =

a bricklayer, it is likely that many of the rioters
were agri’culﬁnrgl laboﬁrer,_s fn:m:_ the surrounding district.. " The

cause of the riot:was purely economic, 'An observer reported that

"I cannot find out that these poor deluded people have ever assembled

in this neigh‘bourh‘ood from. é.fr_w_ other motive than that of getting corm

from farmers who would not bring it to merket",

A similér riot broke cut in Harwich in 1800 during which the
mob forced the "market people” to.sel'l. their butter at 1/- a pint,
eggs at a halfpenny each and other producé iﬁ proportion, Peace

was restored when an agreement wes signed by the mayor and principal






inhabitants to give no more than 1/3d per pint for butter, a

15 1800 was

halfpenny for an egg and 24 a quarter for potatoes.
a year of considerable socigl distress as 'I;he price of wheat
reached 113/10d per quarter. Crimes involving the stealing of
flour and wheat greatly irbreased. An advertisement appeared in
a-local hewspaper offering a reward of £30 to be paid by the
perishoners of ThunderSley for the detection and conviction of
those responsible for breaking into 'I_;he barn of Mr, Marsh and
stea]ing' three'bushels of wheat. Thieves ﬁlso broke into the

16

premises of three other parishoners.

(b) High Prices and Incendiarism.

In many counties ,“incendiarism was important only after 1830,

In East Anglia, however, fire-raising was a form of social protest

‘throughout the first half of the nineteenth century., Fires were

so frequent in the Braintree-Halstead area in 1800 that patrols

had to be instituted, During one night three blazes were reported

in the Braintree area, 17 ;J.ihe incendiaries offen proved to be
most determined. Watchmen at M. Granger's farm at Great Braxted
discovered fwo men in the stack yard and heard one say "Why don't
you blow?", The patrol pursued and fired at the men but they es-
caped. A bundle of tinder and matches were found nearby, When
the incendi#rieg made another attempt at midnight , they ﬁere.

18 A fire at Halstead began in

"frustrated in their designs",
& barn containing peas, oats, barley and tares and spread to
three stacks of hay worth over £600. The blaze could be seen in
19 ' '

Colchester, over ten miles away,

.:,15.



Threatening letters were sent to the parson at Great Bardfield

and ministers of five adjoining parishes. They demanded a reduction. |

in the cost of pérovisic_»ns_,- failing which co?n and buildings would
be destroyed. The ministers were told to read out the warmings in

church or face the consequences. &11 the clergy except one (a

16,

dissenter) ignored the request. As a precaution against disturbances,. -

volunteers assembled and one troop "went through the broad sword

exercise with great exactness. eeol 0

' Millers were the obaect of mch hatred dur:.ng the period of
high prices, In 1795 a m111 was plllaged dur:mg disturbances in
Halstead. 21 In 1800, Lord. Braybrooke was sent two letters which
had been circulated in the Saffron Walden area. The writer
threatened to commit mirders and to "burn up all mills", He
demanded that the millers sHould "sirk" their flour to- 2/6d e
peék. He added that as a nnfrieé. mn with six children "tha low
me 4 and 6 a weak", 22 In the same year, two haystacks in a field
adjoining Mr. Tiffen's Mill at Bocking were fired. Fortumately
the wind was blowing away f:fbm the m:l.ll and the building escaped
23

destruction, Dur:l.ng the same period of thh prices, William

Royce was reported to have sa:.d' "Damn Mr. Abrahem JohnSONe.asee

for a Rogue". He- threatened to pull down Johnson's mill and throw -

him in the river., A Volunteer, John Honeybold, who was wishing to
resign was told to keep his Brown Bess or else hand it over to him
(Royce) and with it he would lower the price of corn. 2%

\
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Copies of Two Threatening Letters
(1800)
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(¢) Wage Demands 1790-1800 _
Towards the end of the eighteenth century, there was a

significant change in tactics among some of the labourers, who
sought to mitigate the effects of high prices by demanding
increased wages. In 1793 ,‘ Isaac Sear (or Seer) was arrested in
Thaxted after going to "various places" with twenty others for

"the purpose of raising wages", 23

Another case concerned the
labourers -of' Steeple 1n the Dengie Hundred, who in 1800 refused
to work until their wages were raised or the cost of provisions
ldwered, and a.ttempfe'd: to persuade others to join them, The |
strikers appointed John Little to be their leader and agreed that
when their éupportem nunibéred two hﬁndred,, they were going to
take the horses from the ploughs and thé strike was to begin.
Their @me received support from the marshmen, of whom a
hundred assenbled in Southminster at the time the plan was to
have gone into operation. -H‘ompt action on the part of the
authorities led to the arrest of the leaders who appeared at
the Summer Assizes (1800). 26 -JOhn Little, Thoqas Orisp and
Joseph Perry were senter;ced"to be imprisoned for a year, and
until they entered into re_cdg-n;i.'zances for their good behaviour -
for seven years., The Rev, Bate Dudléy was later vthanked for
his exertions in suppr_é'ssing the "spirit of insurrection® in

the parish, 2/

(d) Post War Disturbances 1815-1819.

The last important outbreak of rioting resulting from sudden

increases in prices, occurred in 1816 in a number of East Anglian

18.



fmms, including Bury St. Edmunds, Brandon, N;orwich, Downhem

Market, Littleport and Ely, The riots became so serious that

28

' the nﬂ.litaz'j were called in to reé_tore order, Although the

immediate cause'of the disturbances was a sudden rise in the price |

of flour, 'thére were more compiex reasons for the tension in 1816
and successive years, In addi'f.:".on to the food riots in the towns,
: theféwere a mumber of incidents :i.m_rolving. ‘the destz"uction ofl
agricultural machinery. |

The old-style food riot played no part in the disturbances
in Essex in 1816. The onl_'y toim. where riot_ing was in amr‘. wey
comparable with thet in other Bast Anglian towns was H'alsteati.

It was after seeing conditions in this town that Pitt remarked that

he had no conception fhat any part of England could present a spectacle

% on 28th May (1816) a mob tried to rescue four

of such misery.
prisoners who were being lodged in the Halstead House of Correction
for smashing agricultu/g-l— hinery é.t Sible Hedingham, The crowd
chased .one of the esco"rtin'g constables intt;' a nearby ‘hbuse, smashed
the windows .ana_sLttacke{Lother houses. The next day labourers from
nearby villages éame stieaming into Halstead and more window-smash-
ing took place. The Riot Act was read and the Halstead Yeomanry
cavalry attempted to ,dispers_e the crowd. The-rioterS retreated
into thé clfmrcl'zyard; reassembled‘ and forced the horsemen to retreat
before a hail of stones, Ladders and ropes were placed across the
road to prevent troop ;reinforc_einents reaching the town. _By 30th
May, after thé arriva_l 'olf a party of .Dragoon_s__f‘mxg Colchester and

the enrolling of sixty special constables, the situation was under






control, For a week, the constibles and troops patrolled the i
30

streets. In the opinion of  Major-General Byng, responsible

_ for the suppression of the East Anglien riots,, f.he trouble in

31 . The troops S

Halstead "does not appear to be at all serious",
‘ left on 7th June.

An 1mpor"l:ant feature of' both the 1816 and 1830 r::.ots was the
deétn_mtlon of agncultural-,,mhmem, ‘especially threshing machines,
Essex farmers had been among the first to adopt new methods, though
whe_i_:her the i’ntrodnctibn of the threshihg machine increased their
profits to any great extent is doubtful, The inefficiency of early
models, the ex:.stence of a cheap labour market and the growing burden ..;
of the poor rates dlscouraged the:n.r full-scale use, and may have been ‘
the reason why some f‘armers d:l.d little to protect the:.r mach:l.nes in
: 1830. "Nevertheless, the use of ‘machinery saved the farmers precious o
ti'me. and the existence of 'éontractors " hiring out their mechines
‘ena_"l;ie'd them to cope mth a éood harvest. without sinking money in
. expensive plant, 32, Colchester correspondent claimed that a

threshing machine worked by four or five horses could thresh the S
same amount of wheat in one day as twenty men working with a flail, 35
In areas where threshing provided the main source of . winter P

work, the machines were.regarded'by the unemployed as the cause of

their redundancy, or as a threat to their 1:|.ve1:1.hood.. 3k A machine~-

bresker of Lawford, Thomss Francis, claimed in 1816 that he had ;

"no work to do" and hJ.s colleague Edward Turtle said he "could not

get any work", 35 Machine-'b'r.ea.king_ was also a method by which
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labourers could put pressure on their employers to “increase
weges. '?6 This may have been the case in -the iendring Hundred
riots of 1830 when the destruction of michinery was closely linked
-with wage demands, Mole ploughs, which were used for draining
heav:.er soils and conseque:ntly reduced the labour fc':rce,' were
also targets for attacks in 1816 and 1830.

An entry in the Chelmsford Petty.Sessions for 2kth November .
1815, records an early incident of 'nachine-'breaking. The case
(Sparrow sgainst Brigley) "for wantonly breaking and damaging a
threshing machine" was disx‘nissé_d "on account of Bush (?) the master
of the Defendant not chosing to complain - so that the Proprietors
were left to a ciﬁl action®. 37

On 23rd May 1816 a crowd 6f 200 visited Mr. John Smith of -
Finchingfield and smashed his threshing machine before contiming
.- to Boyton Hall whére Mr. Robert Smith's mole plough w’as- broken, 7 .
The following day a crowd of the same nmunber visited Great |
Bardfield to break machinery A farmer, Mr. Philip Spicer, and
twenty neighbours managed ‘to carry out & "Waterloo movement" to
get between the mb and the barn and da:-:;eé.. the rioters to advance,
After the intervention of the local dissenting minister, the
rioters retreated;, muttering threats. Special constables were
sworn in and -night patrols intééduced, but as a correspondent
reported: "we dread the night, lest they should proceed to
further mischief™, 3_8 Other parishes in which there were incidents

involving the _deétmct'ion of machinery. were Sible Hedingham, Lawford




and Layer Breton. At Lewford on 18th July 1816 thirteen. or
fourteen men and boys smashed a threshing machine belonging -
to Mr. John Lugar and the Rev. Marshall Lugar of Ardleigh,
- which was being used on. the --_:premises.of the Rev, William Wood
of Lawford, 2 During a similar incident at Layer Breton in
October (1816), ohe of the rioters threatened to "run through"
M. Williem Sech with a pitchfork,

‘Axes, saws and hammers were not the only instruments used

to destroy the hated imchines, -At Mile End, Golchester, a threshing

mchine belonging to Mr. Posford was set on fire on 6th.April (1816). A

At Huttt'an parti of a ma.ch:me was removed and burnt in an adjoining
field, he Farmers using nach:.nery were the principal victims of
incendiaries after 1815, Bssex forim buildings, usually made of
| * wood and old thatch, were easy targets for fire-reisers. Yards
were often l_itt'éred- with straw, and with hé.yricks neafby, fires
often spread out of control, %3 4 vlage at Henhsm on 4th May
1816 destroyed a gramary, a stable, cowhouses, four barns and
L4

cart sheds. Incendiarism was a quick and effective method of

protest, A labourer 's_éeking révenge "knows every path, hedge,

bush, post and dog on his master's farm". 45

Within fifteen
mimites of firing a stack, he was either snoring in bed or
rousing his employer with cries of "fire! help!" The reaction
to the use of a threshing mechine was often swift; at Little

Blunts, Buttsbury, a fire was started only a few hours after e



machine had b-a.z-z'"ived. 1..6 A‘l,‘_.-:Vl':%‘-‘st Mersea a blage, which gutted

a barn and destroyed a stack of wheat and some cats, could be

. seen at Purleigh about _ten.miles awey. lﬂ Another farmer using
a na-..chi'ne r'eceived.pric.;_i' warning of action against his property.
"Take care, Josegh Green, or your premises will be burnt down
before next Lady-Day". 48 ()jthér incidents involved farmers at

Ramsey, Great Wigborough, Langham and Southminster. ¥

The
destruction of t}meski:j.ng ma.clhines was only a_symptom of the
discontent of the labourers which came to the boil in 1816-1819;,
l829-3l'and 1834~4k, The deeper issues that were involved were
summarised in an e,ppendﬁx 'f:o the Report of _the Royal Commission

on the Poor Laws » in which local c_:ozfespond.ents_ gave their opinions
as to the causes of thé. r:i.ots and fires _of 1830, %0 The replies.

for Essex were as follows:- o oL .

Unemployment . (15):
Low or 'inadfaq}mt-e wages - (8)
Threshing mechines (&)
Personal malice @)
"Distress" "Poverty" ) (3) _ ) .

Inefficiency of Foor Law
administration or inadequate

poor relief - . - (3)

" "Depravity",: "Idleness" . (2)
'inadequate‘a;cdnmndatién. ( 1)
Game Laws : , (1) .

Enclosires (1)
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Chapter III UNEMPLOYMENT

(a) Introduction.

"I£' I don't soon get some work I'Ll beseeess..s if I don't
do something; I fired Lambert _an.d I']ll do something else"., These
words of Robert Woodward, transported for life in 1843, reveal
the desperation felt by mny labourers between 1815 and 1850,
Woodward was convicted of setting fire .-'to‘prop'ei-ty belonging to
M, Lanﬂaert,_a farmer of West Bergholf, who had refused him work.
a short time before. - Uneinpioyment vwas the prime cause of dis-
tress in the period under review., It is importent at the outset
to make a distinction between the ares within a twenty m:ile_ radius
of London and the rest of Essex. Labourers near the capital could
alweys obtain other employment during periods of ha:;vdship. The
diversity of c:cbps grown ﬁear London reduced the dependence on
wheat yields and prices, c.onséquently the effects of agricultursl
depression were re&mgd.. Wages were ;:on_sidera'bly higher in the
vicinity of the capital. For these reasons, very few agrarian
disturbances took place within the twenty mile radius of London.
In 1816, the only incident of any importence occurred at Hutton | f
where a threshing mechine was destrdyed. 2 During the 1830 |

3

troubles, only one incident, a fire at Leyton, © was reported
near I.bndon. Th'e main areas of distress were in the predominantly
wheat-growing regions, north of a line from Chelmsford to Bishops

Stortford.



(b) The Agricultural Depression.

The fall in the price of wheat from an average of 126/6d
in 1812 to below 75/~ in 1814 came as a severe blow to the farmers.
During the wers, the expense of cultivating 100 acres of arable land

hed doubled *

and many farmers were unable to meet their commitments
once the price of wheat fell, Everywhere there were "unpaid rent
and taxes, undischarged tradesman's bills and capital melting away™.

Landlords were forced to lower their rents or give their tenants

notice to quit. 5

Parish Notice to Quit Abatement of Rent
Ardleigh Several 33%
Mistley Three 0 - 25%
Mark Hall Several 10 - 25%
Gosfield None 20%
Halstead Many -

Because of the financial position of the farmers, labourers
were faced with accepting lower wages or redundancy. When James
Buxton, an Essex farmer, reduced his wages by 64 a day, one of his
men told him that he did not know what to do as a result; "..ecee
however, there is a revolution at Norwich and I hope we shall have
ablaze here"., A fortnight after seven of his workers had been
dismissed, one returned and told Buxton that after seeking em-
ployment elsewhere, they had been unable to do more than two

days' work. "We could get work but the farmers had no money',



Quéstioned about the 15ric¢_e éf grain needed to give the farmer a
]iving profit with rents #t 30/~ an acre, -IBuxl:on replied that.
a ffuil crop every year at 90/- a quarter was necessary, a‘ ful-l
crop being three quarters of wheat and five querters of barley. |
- Even then he would onijr have 12/_- a year prqfit on every acre. 6
The effeét of thg; agri;:ultﬁral depression can be Seen in
the statement of Bury Farm 1n High Roothing (or Roding), a holding
of 500 acres., The avefage_ profit from'the faz;m for the four
years ending October 181 was £,31. 5s.104. | In the six years
after 1814, the average ammal loss wes, £153. 2s.. 92& besides
the interest on capital (£4,500) which: had falleﬁ by ‘one-third
in value, 7 In 1836 Jdohn Kemp estimeted that his average profit
for the previous three years was only 2%.-' "I have had to live
and-do everything for the two and a half'per-cent'"_.'. 8
In 18% the farmers blamed taxes and tithes for their
inability to pay higher wages. ' Among the taxes mentioned in
1816 as being burdensome were the malt , salt, psz;aity, leather
and carthorse texes. _9 -As a re_sﬁlt of great pressure from the .
farmers, the malt tax and property tax weré abolished; - the
other charges cox;j;imled to be a nuisance, During the period-
of high prices, "titl'nes' had been increased and -éaf'ten remined
-. the same after 1815, although newspapers sometimes reported "a
liveral abatement of tithe“,. by incumbents or lay impropriators. 10

In 1836, John Kemp paid 6/64 an acre on his aresble land and '2,/-

27;
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1

_ on pasture, the average anmial amount being £13(5.. Another

burden in aéficultuzél regions was the pa‘rish poor rate which'
operated as a vicious circlg; ~ the fall :.n the price of wheat
led to unemployment and high ;;o_or rates which added to the
financial distress of the ﬁmm. From Halstead came reports
that the average rate for the year 1806-1816 was 18/ in the
pound or 13/104 per acre_.' According to John Vaizey any increase
would mean much land bg;ing: uncultivated. 12 The position wes
made Worse when seventy or eighty banks came to gnef in 1825-6.
Among these were several Essex banké, three of which failed in

a week, The remining banks were maturally cautious in lending
money to farmers when agricultﬁre was in such a precarious state, 13

A volume published by thé Board of  Agriculture in 1816 gave

a picture of British farming following the collapse of wheat prices.

The most interesting section concerned the condition of a;gz'icultural.

labourers in different parts of the country. Reports from the

most distressed areas in Bssex gave a grim ix_x_pression of poverty

and unemployment, o

Ardleigh ' "Worse than ever known".

Copford " "Many unemployed". :;

Mistley _ "Far worse than ever, for want of :
- employment", K

Mark Hall - "Pryly miserable for want of :

: .  employment".
Gosfield | "Meny able men picking stones",

Halstead MPour-fifths want employment".



Despite the very real distress in the county after 1815,
Essex probably suffered less than meny other areas. "Everywhere.
farmers became insolvent because they could not meet liabilities
incurred at a higher levelv of i)ﬁces out of returns received when
a low level reigned". Yet ':'__atl‘l:-hough these conditions applied to
Essex as much as to other co:un_ti-es » the distress there does not
seem to have been .sa great", 15 " This mey have been the result of

- the resourcefulness of the":Essex farmer that Arthur Young admired.
The fact that Essex was an old enc‘iosed county and the farmers
were spared the "parliamentary exertions" of enclosure bills may
be another e::plamtion; The varied typeé of crops grown in the
south of the c,ogrrty and the'-pmﬁdnﬁty of London helped to soften
the impact of the agricultural depression, .A;nother reason was
probably the wisdom of many landlords in not pressing for their

full rents and making generous abatements to their tenants.

(c) De'c:line of Iocal Industry.

The most distressed areas in Essex in 1816 were those where
local industries were declin'in:g. In the north of the county
woollen memufacture had sustained a final coup de grgce during
the French wars. In Colchester 150 or 1€0 men and the same
mnber of women were employéd in 1794 in the ﬁar_nifach:re of
Baize for Spain; before the outbreak of war, nearly five times

that nunber had been employed. The extent of the decline can be

N 2.




~see in the table below. 16
Immediately before the war - Jaruery 1794
Weekly mamuifacture of baize 400 - 160
Exported or used at home _ 400 40 17

Hands employed in Colchester or
adjacent country : - 20,000 ' 8,000

In 1795 the 'posit':i.o.ﬁ in Cdléhester- was so desperate that a
petition was sent to the King asking for the termination of the
war on such terms as shall be consistent........ with the welfare
and honour of your NEj,ést&'é Dominions", 18 The position was no
better in mnmw,-"H'als."b-ead,'fBOcking and Coggeshall. At Dunmow,
the average earxiings of the best spinners in 1790 were scarcely
44 a da.y;' forty years before they were usué.lly 8d; 19 In Halstead
434 families were receiving relief from the parish in 1817, 20
‘Because of the high poor rates, which averaged 13/104 -an acre
after 1806, land value had been greatly reduced., Although the
situation ves complicated by the return of troops after the war,
the main reason 'fdr distress in Halstead was the decay of the
woollen industry. In 1860_, the manufacturers had‘ paid £13,000
~in wages: ; by 1817 it was oni& "a _very'small sum", 21

The silk 'ind.u_stry which replaced the decaying woolien
menufacture in the north of Essex failed to produce the stability

in employment that the area needed. The fluctuations in the
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silk trade were fully @c@entéd in the diary of John Cas‘ble,

"~ a silk-weaver, who was forced to seek alternative employment on
a number of occasions when the ‘factoxy at which he was working

| had to close. 22 In 1830 Mr. Beckwith of Coggeshall was forced
to reduce the wa.g.eaT of his silk wea..vers by between. twenty-five and
thirty éer cent, j_ Shori:ly afterwards he received a "Swing® letter
threatening to burn down his f'#c‘_l:ory if he did not "advance his
lebour in two'aays",. Two houses were burned down to emphasise
the threats 'aind_.. Beckwith hed great difficulty in obteining
insurance cov.ér for his factoz'y. The average wag-e of a weaver
was 8/- a week, less than the usual pay of an..agriculturai
labourer. The weavers considered theméelves,\_worse off than men
on the land who could ea.rn ;addit:i'.onal wages at harvest-time,

were able to glean some "perks" from their work and had no

expenses.. 23

(d) Unemployment and the weather.

Although farmers had & nucleus of workers hired on a
semi-permanent basis, many workers were paid by the daj or by
the piece. The state of the weather thetjefore dictated whether
the labourers enjoyéd full employme_nt or had to depend on parish
relief, The di_sfur‘bances in ]:816 and 1830 broke out during
prolonged pefiods of inclement weather. 1816 was a "disastrous
year" with a very wet spring and ﬁumnxer. 2 Although in Essex

mich of the wheat crop had been harvested by September, hail




and frost had seriously affected potatoes, beans, peas and .

barley. In parts of the county, ice was’ four inches “thick.

25

According to John Kemp the distress of 1828-31 resulted from

prolonged wet seasons, 26

. The rainfall figures for the months

of July, August and September 1828-31 reveal that in only one

- month (July 1830) was the rainfall less than average. 27

Average Avmgé’

Stations Epping = 1828

1829

18% 1831  183%0-39 1840-49
July - 5,57 496  L.48  3.04  2.155 2,349
hugust 3.66  6.83  3.35 2,73 2.4 2,337
September 3,32 ' k23 375 5.0

2.775 2.610 .

Cold winters added to.the distress 61’ the poor. During the

winter of 1828-9 house-to-house collect

s

ions for the purchase of

coal or fiannels for the poor were'~upderfalcen in many parishes,

The latter part of Jarmary (1829) was particularly bitter; between N

17th and 25th Jamiary the temperature only twice reached 32°F. On

25th the temperature at: 8 -a;.m.. , at noon and 11 p.m, was 20°F_, 23°E'

and 28°F respectively. Durlng this winter there was a wave of

incendiarism, the crime rete in the Chelmsford area rose sharply

and offernces -against the Game Laws increased, Various 'depredations'

were committed in Witham, a parish which suffered from incendiarism .
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in the following year., 2° Other seasonal factors,affected

'tl}e well-being and enployr-nent of- labourers., ﬁe slow ripening
of corn in 1836 led to no extra laboui'érs being required in the
Thaxted area, The resulting unemployment among casual workers
led to & wave of lawiessness in the-district. 27 The dry summer
- of 1843 and the resulting pbloz'- wheat crop led to a reduction of .
the labour force required for threshing during the winter and
may have been one .r.eason for the incendiarism in East Anglia

in 1843-de | |

(e) The Increase in populatiom. =~ .

The chief cause of the unemployment after 1815 was the

exceptional increase in popula_fion in ‘the years f‘ollowif:g

1781, 21 *
Date o - Population in Essex- - - - .-l
1701 168,527
s . 180,465
1781 N 207,739 or 222,946
1801 L 233,664
1831 | - 521,08 - o

The lack of relisble statistics before 1801 i;:as led Some
historians to underestinater t'he size and effects. 6f.' the 'incr-ease.
Another debate among ._schol.ars has centred arou.nd fhe reasons
for the popuiation _"é'xplosion!'.

In Essex the ;;opu'lation apparently increased by about 50%




between 1781 and 1831. According . to Deane and-‘Cole , the increase
would have feen greater if'tﬁe nunbers migrating from Essex had
not exceeded those entering the coumty by 24,033. . This réversed
the trend of. the period 1:701_-175-()‘ when th_e ‘death 'z'?'a_te considerably

exceeded the birth rate and the increase was.the result of migration, 32

Bstimated increase in population 11,938

Estimated natural increase - 31,848

 Net gain by migration | 43,781

'From- 1751 s the rate of-'mtb.ml. increase'iv_ent up, gradually at
first and then sharply after 1801; the rate of migretion into

Essex did precisely the opposite, 35

Bate of Natural Increasefi Rate of Migration®

101-1750 ° 37 - 5.0
1751-1760 0.9° 3.8
17811800 6.4 © 0.5
1801~1830. o 13.5 -2.9

It is likely that Deé.ne and Cole ante-dated the ending of
migration into Essex, for during the last quarter of the eighteenth
century, more perﬁons entéred Essex than -léft it. 3k

The increase in population in Essex, which was proportionally
slightly less than that in the whole country, was spread very un-

evenly throughout the coun_ty.' The most marked increases were in
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areas near London, - In 1670, -4.6% of the Essex population
lived in the Becont:;_ee Hunﬂréd;. :‘.’py 1801 .this percentage had
risen to 9.2. Other parishes that experienced large increases
in population included sea ports and merket towns and the
surrounding villages; wans. and villages along main roads showed
. above average g;-owth because of their good commnications with
local markets and london. The progressive fanﬁng in the Tendring
Hundred led to an incréase in population much above the Essex .
average, In the north of Essex, the decline' of the textile in- |
dustry caused the stagrﬁt‘ion or even a decreaée in popﬁlation
in towns like Colchester, Braintree, Bocking, Halstead and
Coggeshall, 1In msf rural areas, the populatibn ;’.ncreased
steadily e:-:cept in the backward perts of Dunmow, Hirlow, Ongar-
and Uttlesford Hundreds. 35
After 1800 migretion into Essex g-raidua'lly decreased and

population grovyth was the‘result of other factors. For many
years the ideas of G.T. Griffith, that the increase in population )

was the résult of a decrease in the death~-rate following impmved
medical conditions, were accepted with little questioning. Doubts
about the thesis wéz_‘e first expressed by Professor K.H. Connell
who showed that .medical 'i'mprov_ements were not the cause of the
great population increase ih Ireland b,etween‘ 1781 and 1841, 36
Another critic of Griffith's ideas, J.T. Krause, concluded that

the death rate may have risen after 1810 and the apparent low level




36

of mortal:_i.ty' after that date was evidence of the breakdown in
37 '

parish registration.

In Essex, the nature.l 1ncrease in populat:.on after 1800

probably resulted ﬁ'om a decrease in the death rate. 58
Dite . Death Rate per '000
1701-1750 35.5
1751-18C0 - 31 4L or 32 6

1801—18_,0 : _ 23,0 - ,, -

The sharp drop in the death rate occurred after 1816, 39

Date Ratio of Burials to Population,.
1796~1800 1 : 44
1806-1810 11 45
1816-1820 1 : 58 ,
1826-18%0 . - 1 : 52

One contfi'butory cause of the _poﬁulation. expios;i_.on in Essex
was the improvement of mé_dicai— facilities, especially the increase
in pesthouses, fhe.SPread of free medical treatment and the use
of-vaccination and iﬁoculatiori against snﬁli pox. A Hed:.ngham
doctor who had started inoculations in 1763 » had treated
"thousands" by 1767. At Chipping Ongar teén ,patn'.ents" a weelf
were in_oculate_d by a local doctor. Centres were set up at

Great Walthem, Pattiswick, Kirby, Derbury, Barmston, Little Baddow,




Ramsey, Ardlsigh and Mile End, Colchester. The most famous of the

Essex inoculators, Daniel Sutton, treated 13,792 peoplé at his
hospital at Ingatestone between 1763 and 1766 and his assistants

inoculated 6,000 more. 40

Sutton visited Maldon and inoculated
487 inhsbitants, none of whom later died of smellpox. Other
parishes where treatment was carried out included Great Chishall

(1778) and Rayne (1806) where half the population was inoculated.

At first the rich alone benefited but latér some parishes offered

free inoculaticemn: to all who wished to undergo it. k2

37

ll-l .

Essex was among the first counties to benefit from vaccination,

In 1800, the Chelmsford Chronicle reported that "The introduction

of the Vaccine or Cow Pox is now become general. We believe it
has been introduced in'to.th_is ne:igh?bourhood". 43 In the same
year, Dr. dJenner and his brother inoculated the 85:i:h Regimenf

. at Colchester with cow pox, with no harmful results., The
soldiers' wives and children were also treated. b Vaccination
being cheaper than inoculation, was offe‘red more freely to
villagers and townsfolk. In 1803, 1809 and 184, 300, 200 and
100 persons were vaccinated at casﬂe Heaingham. Wivenhoe,
Rayne, Great Tey, Kirby and Coggeshaii made similar arrangements,
In other pa;cishes inoculation or vaccination was éiven when the
darger of smallpox approached. James Holmes (?) was paid 5/~

for "Inoculating two children of-Clarks" at Steeple Bumpstead

45

in 1830 when smallpox hit nearby Linton. 46 By 1820 vaccimation wag;? :

becoming a regular feature of medical care in Esseﬁc' parishes, although




it aid not laliva.y; replace the: gi_l.d' method-of inoculation. In -
Wickford in 1811, 1821 and .]j8'27-, -both ﬁefhods___- were used but - i
in_oculati;m Wgs more common; b1 _ |
Other factors mey have assisted the fall in the death rate.
 Increased production .‘and better distribﬁfion of food, the widespread. ;"
ﬁSe cﬁ? the -a—llowar_ice sys{:em of poor relief, and the introduction

of substitute foods such as potatoes helped to increase the S

expectancy of life.

The increase of the birth rate was less spectacular than

the fall in the death rate, *° . -

County ' ' Date Birth Rate (per thouééﬁ)

| I701-1750 3.9 :

Essex  1751-1800 3k or 35.7 -
1801-1830 | 36,5

The' increase in the birth rate was probably the result-
of couples mrrying-' at an ee.rl:.er age. A survey of 450 couples
mrried' by licence shows that between 1700-39 and 1760-99 the
_ average age of men na.n‘y:.ng for the first time fell from 28.4 | |
to 25.6 and of women from 24.7 to 22.6. Although the poor did -
not often narry by licence, the trend was possibly the same
among the labourirzg class-é_si.-' Agricultural improvement after '. ;.E
1740, which created more job's--and erabled men tp reach maximmuam
eam$- -a{t an early age, was one reason for this. Another was

the increase. mobility of the workers which allowed them to meet (
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' their future wives outside the parish, *° The trend during the |
Napoleonic war is uncertain.. The decline in. "]iving-in" and the

~ increasing use of po-"b_a;boes as a substitufe for bread to feed a

family mey have encouraged earlier marriage, yet according to

one source the mrrisge rate fell after 1800, 0

Essex Marriage Rate  1796-1800° '1806-1810 1816-1820 1826-18%0

1 in 126, 130, L6, 155

Whatever the cause of the populatlon :mcrease, there was a
considerable surplus of labour s especially during the winter,
This was particularly true of some of the most disturbed parishes
‘between 1800 aﬁd 1850, At Sible Hedingham there was an "excess
51

of labourers"; in Pinchingfield, a large mumber of the men

ocoasionally fell entirely on the parish. 22

Between 50 and ) -
70 workers were unemployed in Writtle during the winter. 55 From |
a total of 202 agricultural workers in Cﬂ.awering, 60 wére redundant
during the summer and winter, S Even at harvest~time, there were

55

40 handé more then necess&ry. A similar situation existed in

Ridgewell, 56 w‘here a wage riot broke out in 1830. In Great

Glacton, the problem was chiefly winter wnemployment. On

25th January 1830, twenty—f:we men and 'boys were "out of employ";

& fortnight later, eighteen were glven relief for work on the road.s.si.,.?-

In the following month (Mamh), only five able bodied labourers were
58 '

given relief, * - i
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Chapter IV THE STANDARD bF-_ LIVING OF THE LABOURERS a

(a) Wage.s.-

The.a:.guments among historians about the standerds of iiving'
during the Industriai Revolution have centred primerily on the
conditions of the urban workers and have so. far proved inconclusive.liﬁ
A more difficult task has to be attempted when trying to assess the .
position of the agricultural lsbourers. Tt is impossible to

work out emact figures whern piece work was common and when labourers .

received 'extras' ir the form of free cottages or at rents below

the letting value of their home, Harvest earnings, extra allowances ;. -

and the wages of those having special care -of animls have to be
taken into account, Weages varied from district to district.
At the end of the eighteenth-century labourers on the islands
elong the Essex coast received 19/6& a week throughout the year,.
in areas neer London 10/-, and in the Chelm'sfdrd.—ﬂa‘ldon district
9/3d. The lowest wages were found in the wést central énd northern-
parts of the county where the men were paid 9/- in the summer and
7/~ or 7/6d a week in winter, 2

An attempt was mde by A.L. Bowley to corpile a chart 'showing.
agricultural wage veriations in_different counties, The figures

3

for Essex were as follows;



17670 " 7s. 94,
179, . gs. 04
1795 . 9s. 04
1824 _ » 9s. L4d.
1832 " s, 04,
- 1833 _ | iOS. 6&.
, | 'o;_' 12s. Od,
1836 S0 9s. oa
or 10s. 0d.

1837 - o | | 10s, 44, -
1838 o . 98 3a.
1851 - - S ga. oa.

The real wages of the ia'Boure’rs ‘are of cc;urse more dif‘t;icult
to plot especially after 1815, Up to this aate; éxpenditure on
food appeax;s to have consumed an in;:reasing pmportion .of the
family income after 1730, ', A‘ labourer with a wife and daughter
employed spinning (or in casual work) and a bo-y in farm work would
have spent 34% of the fa.m11y ir;conxe on food in 1730-40, Seventy-
five years 1a'i:er, the ;;roportion would have been 59'%.. b There . |
is little dou'bt_ that tfxé real wages of tﬁe 'la'bourers ‘decreased
during the wars with France when wages doubled but rrices trebled.

The rocketing of pricés ‘during the wars might have caused

widespread starvation. Yet is is confirmation of the increased

e
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supply and flexibility of agricultural produce that a growing
population was fed. . Even the food riots of 1795 and 1800 were
partly the result of ;'ackefeering and imperfect intermal
commnications, 5 Employment wﬁs' steady and the -Speenha.mhnd
| system of poor relief helped to emeliorate distress. The
substitt_rt:ion of wheat breaéi by. oats or of bread by potatoes
probably restored the balance upset by the hzgh price of
wheat. 6 In 1795 the supply of oats in the Dunmow area rose
by 17% although the wheat crop was 40% below average. 7 Arthur
Young‘believed that the increase in_pfiqes between 1794 and
1605 had been cancelled out by ‘the consumption of larger quantities '
of potatoes. 8 ' |
The main problem after 1815 was the chronic unemployment
in the rural areas. According to Mr, Tébnzm-, the position of the
labourers was "much wo:;:se" and they relied heavily on pot;toes.. 9
,The period 'b_étween 1821 and lé27 was a somewhat easier time for
}the workers but thia was followed 'b_y the wet summers and severe
winters of 1828-_30. Mr, Christopher Comyns Parker, writing to
his daughter about the diéturbames of 1830‘ attributed the distress -
of the poor to a number of factors but "most pérticular_ly by the
change from high to low wages witﬁout a'con'-esponding- change in
the prices of the various articles of food and necessaries
requ:i.re& by the working classes".. 1o Conditions improved after
1830 but by 1836 the standard of living had deteriorated slightly.
Charles Pege of Southminster believed that the wages had been

reduced in greater proportion than the necessities of life




except flour. % R. Babb agreed that the labourers conditions
in 1836 were not as good as in 1833. 1z Accoréing to John Kemp, |
(another Sou:thnﬁ.z_lster farmer) the real wages of the men were:
about the same as three years before and they ate about the
same quantity of potatoes, bread and bacon. 13 The so-called
"Hungry Forties" were probably no worse th'an preceding decades.
R. Baker said in 1846 that the workers in the Writtle area . 1
were better off than he had everyknown them, U

In the areas near London labourers enjoyed ;elative
prosperity compared with'-t-henir. collgagués in the north of the
county. At the other end of the scale was ‘l;he. day labourer who
gave details of his v;a.ges and weekly budget in-a; letter to the
Chelmsford Chronicle in 1825, 2 Although he was & strong men
and in constant enploymerﬁ, the income for the family was 9/3d
a week. The labourer received 7/- a weék, his wife 64 for
 strew-plaiting and the parish gave them an allowance of 1/9d.
The cottage in which they lived with their threé children had
a rental of £3 a year, and to pay this amount, the worker had
to use the extra earnings received during the harvest (£1.128.0d).

The balance was made up by saving 7d a week. The weekly budget

was; ' ) .
2% pecks of flour 8s, 134

Salt - %a

Rent: 74

8s. 9d4.
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From the weekly income of 9/3(1, only 6d was left for buying
clothes, cheese, potatoes, candles @nd fuel.

Caird made a comparison of the prices in 1850 with those of
1770, 16

meat had gone up from 44 to 54 per 1b., Cottage rents had doubled.

The cost of bread was about the same but the price of

During the period; average wages rose from 7/9d to 8/-, Such
a ‘comparison omits the change in the diet of the labouring classes,
which enabled a large section of the popilation to subsist more

cheaply than before,.

(b) Food.

One of the demands of the rioters in at least two Bssex
parisheéfin 1830 was for moré food. i‘hevvanswers to the Royal
Cominission on the Poor Laws 17 re;'vé_aled great variations in the
amount and type of food thai:_ labowrers were able to buy with
their wages, At Great Baddow the men were eble to eat the
best 'breafi, some cheese, vegetables (especially po‘batoes)-,.
occasiomlly ,meat,.tea, and a ;nall beer. Workers at Clavering

could not subsist on their wages and at Thorpe-le-Soken, they

could only afford bread and coarse tea. By the middle of the S
18 R

century, the average diet of the Essex labourer was;
Breakfast, Bread, scometimes butter and cheese,
Dimner. - Bread and cheese, On Sundayé soretimes

pork or bacon.

Tea and ,
Supper. < Vegetable pudding.




Although conditions had improved in many areas by 1850, -
some wijbnessés reported that the greatest suffering occurred
after that date, In Witham, during the Crimean War, a lsbourer
had to exist for months on bread and onions, His family received
some cheese and butter but because they could not afford tea,
the labourer's wife imitated its appearance by soaking a burnt ‘
" crust of bread in btoiling water. 19 Proper comparisons between
the labourer's diet in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries -
cannot easily be made because of the pauc;ity of evidence before
1800. The consumption of meat probably decreased although two-
thirds of the parishes from which replies were received in 1834

reported that their labourers ate some meat, bacon or pork.’

Meat Sras-'still considered a luxury in 1863, when it was calculated
that Essex labourers oou_‘lC;i_ :only afford 615 ounces a week compared
with an average of 16 ounces for the whole country, 21 The
consumption of cheese and bread was also less fhan the average,
Bssex was one of the ten counties wherebfhe nitrogenous content

of the food of the poor wz-as below the-minimum for the maintenance :

22 It was recalled by a hot urbiased-reporter that

of health,
some Pamilies during the Hungry Forties had little besides
bread. At night their supper consisted of a few hot potatoes,
some salt and bread. A pound of perk provided the weekly

“"treat for the family". Many of the poor had to buy "toppings"

because they’ could not afford flour. ,23 Another witness claimed

in 1846 that labourers in his area (Writtle) were better clothed, .




w7,

better -fed_and-. in greater comfort than he had every kmown.’
They all had meat (mainly bacon) and when flour was at a -
certain price, théy' ate fhe best wheaten bread instead of
potatoes,. - _ .'

The amount of ale that f_he labourers received probably. de-
creased until 1830, when the rioters demended higher wages “with
beer", "There is not so much ale-given them as formerly" was
the opinion of a farmer in 1821, 25 There were parts of Essex
where the labourers drank water because of the expense of pro- .
viding them with beer, The malt tax was blamed for this and a_
reduction in the duty of malt would have been beneficial because
“the lower orders Would then have the comfort of home-brewed

beer, which they ere now deprived ogn26

Griggs mentioned that

malt and hops were often among the p.erquis.ites of the agricultural
lebourers at the end of the eighteenth century. 2! With the

- malt tax and thé 'scarcity of :mel, this custom presumably died.

out. Although. labourers after 1830 were normally given beer or

an allowance in lieu of beer, tea began to replace ale in the

diet of the home, In Essex in 1863, the average amount of tea

used per adult in labourer s families was 0.64 oz. per week, With
the price of tea at 5/~ per 1b after 1840 , My families could .
onJ:‘y afford an ounce a week to be shared a.mong all their menbers. 28
After working hours, th-g- labourer sought his drink elsewhere,
usuail,y in the beer shbpé opened after-.__iSjO, |

Dr. Salaman estimated that it was nlot until 1860 that the




labourers' wages were sufficient to buy the wheat that they
were accustomed to in 1760, According to Salaman's thesis,
the increased consumption of potatoes was a najér factor in
Britain escaping revolution after 1789.. ..29 Nevertheless, the
campaign to persuade the ia'bourers to use potatoes ihstead of
fine flour in the mking of bread met 'ﬁith limited success. In
a national survey dtﬁ'ing_ the E‘ren,ch wars, only seven out of 104
replies to a questionnaire indicated that the poor used potatoes
in their bread (the seven parishes included Dunmow) . 0 As the
price of flour begah to rise, an increased mumber of labourers
began to eat potatoes in place of bread. Young reported that
"since the scarcities, hardJy any object has occupied so mich
attention or any article of e_ultiv_a.t'ioﬁ 80 increaseg", 31. By
1796, there were more than 1600 acres under potatoes in Barking, -
Ilford, ]iaeﬁon, ﬁanstead, and Bast and West Ham, 'In 1811 there
wére 420 acres in West H.”a.m alone, 22 Bven after the price of
flour had dropped, lebourers had to use potatoes to supplement -
their diet, In 1821, Mr. Litchfield Tebium told & select
Committee thet "pota{:oes-they resort to very-mch at this time".33
Rural distress was increased in 1816 when the failure of the
potato crop coincided with a rise in the price of wheat,
Workhouses used potatoes in large quantities in meking
soup for the inmates, The recipe for a vsoup made in the Epping

workhouse was as fo'llows; b




4 Ib | . pickled pork
6 stone shins and legs
6 1b - skibling (meat waste)
28 1b ' -potafoes-
‘20 1b . scotch oatmeal
2 1b .- salt
| 1 15 . _ - whole pepper
1 _ ground pepper
1 doz - - carrots

56 gallons of water . - -
a handful of meal

A similar recipe was used in the Chelmsford area during
the period of high prices in 1800, - 112 gallons' of soup were
made and givén i;.o 800 poor persons. 35

The quantity of food-consumed amd the lack of variety in the
labourers' dict would be c‘:ompletel'y‘ ﬁmcceptable today, yet it
normelly provided just sufficient mourishment, In two families
out of six interviewed in 1863, the health of the adults and .
children was said to be "good", one family was in "moderate
health" and another "mt'véy gooﬁ". In the Pifth family,
36 :

one member was "not good".

(c) Accommodation..

According to one o'b_sérve:r:, cottage accommodation was the

37

worat feature of the Essex labourers' position. Even in

49,




1892, the condition of cottages in the Maldon and Chelmsford
area was responsible for many occupgntjs'being premafurely
crippled by chronic bronchitis and rheumatism. 2 8 Fifty years
before, a i-eport }_1aldvgiven interesting details about cottages
in the Eppii:é Union. Some were neither ﬁnd nor wafef tight.
" In one dweﬁ.ing_, damp was runn:mg down the wallé, daylight
could be séén thlrough the roof and the';i'e was no provision

for a fireplace., All the family s8lept in one bedroom, 3_9

The cottages in the most disturbed areas of Essex were
-almost as ﬁad as those in.Ireland. From Castle Hedingham

to Clavering, there was an almost continous succession of

bad dwellings; the worst were in the neighbourhood of

Sible Hedir_;éham, W'gethersfield, Bardfield, Wicker_1 and
Clavering. ¥ 1n sible Hedingham, the most riotous parish
between 1800 and 1850, only 20 out of 350 éotta’ges were
classified as being "good" in 1867, and so;ﬁe were "deplorable",
In the Tendring Hundred, the scene of the worst riots in 1830-,.
the position wag little better. At Manningtree there were

a considerable number of qne;;-qom houses, and even larger
cottages held as many fax'nilies‘as there were rooms, b2 In
the Clacton area, the.'cotfages weré- normelly small and |
overcrowded and inpe:pféctiy 11t by tallow candles. Water
| taken from the well was often polluted because of the lack
of sanitation. %3 Tn 1832, typhus spresd through the villages
of Elmdon, Arkesden and ciavering. In some dwellings two-

thirds of the irhabitants died and at Duddenhoe ‘a whole

4




. led to "great indecency".

family was wiped out. **

Mr. R, Baker, a farmer with land in Writtle, Widford
and Hatfield Peversl, reported that miny of the cottages in -

5 Some

his area were mede of brick or of lath and plaster,
of the older: cottages in Essex were of clay daubing in bad
repair and imperfectly thatched. Gardens weré normally

attached to them but they were rarely of a size sufficient

4o produce much food for the family. 46 Overcrowding-was

another problem. In Bradwell there were a hundred dwellings

for more than 500 inhabitants, and at Dunmow 325 cottages housed

. 365 families or 1663 persons: b7 . High rents were the chief

cause of overcrowding. The i-ésulting lack of privacy'_sometimes
48 -The dearth of cottage accommodation
cohtiméd well into the twentieth éentury; -In 1915, a medical
officer of health claimed that ",...if I represented every house
that might be considered un.flt for ‘habitetion and got closing -
orders, we should soon be without sufficient houses for the

i 49

people to live in,
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j
Chapter V . - TENSION IN THE VILLAGE -
. X
: 1
i
Even if there was __no" dramatic.change .in the standard (
of living of the labourers between 1790 and 1850, the period i
saw an increase in tension-in.the village that helps to explain E;
the rurel disturbances of 1830. e : S - i
(a) Poaching, '
Because of their frugal fare , the labourers sought to
o . o -

supplement their di"eti:by poaching ztabbits, pheasants, partridges
and other geme, As a ::_‘-'es{J.it, fhe countrysidé was wracked for .
more than fifty years by g.--bi_fter war provoked by the wish of a . i
smll minority to retain an ex_ciusive rlght to game;. Dur:mg the '
reign of George IIT, no fewer t.ha.n thirty-two new Game laws |
were passed. The hatre,d-q:t;‘ the la;'bourer-s tbyva.x"ds the laws

was shared by the small ﬁ_u;mers. Under an Act of 1671 the
killing of game ﬁas s in génerél terms, restricted to owners of
land worth £100. or more 2 year, lessees of land worth £150 a year,
the eldest sons of.ésqu-ir,e"s or of persons of higher aegree and
the owner of franchise. There were a munber of anomalies; for
example, although 2 landlord might grent the right to shoot game i
to his ga.mekee,per; he coulq. not do so to his younger sons., As e

a result, younger sons sometimes erngaged themselves as keepers.-
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The small farmer either had to tolez_'ate» .thé ravages of such
pests as rebbits or a_sk a qualified neighbour to shoot ther.

In practice, the qualified neighbours often- treated the small
mans game as his own, The inability of the small farmers to
destroy game that ate crdpé_ could lead -.fo. serious conseéuences.
Mr., Thomas Bemnett Sturgeon of South.Ockendon Hall in Essex
rented his farm but the riéht- to éhoot the game was reserved

to the landlord. In 1841 only 41.quarters of wheat were cbtained
from thirty acres of land instead of an estimnted 126 quarters.
With the price of wheat at 66/— a quarter, the monetary loss
caused by the depredatiaris of rabbits was approximately £260. 2
It is smmll wonder that t_'h.eré were meny cases involving men using
* guns "not being qualifiedM. At the Chelmsford Petty Sessions in
- March 1815 Jonathan Key was -cqnvicted of this charge aﬁd fined |

£5, 3

Others were éonvicted of using dogs or an "engine called
a snare",

In order to reduce the amount of poaching Parliament passed
an Act in 1817 under which a’qyohe poaching at night with no more
than a net wes to be 'trénsported for 'seven years., The threat of
severe punishment -comple'l;ely failed to deter poachers and the
nurber of convictions contimed to z:is§, This nny havé been
partly the result of stricter preservation of game but as F.M.L.
Thompson has shown, offences under the Game laws were most frequent |
L

in years of greatest jdistr,ess.




(Bssex)., Summry Conv.ictions under Game Laws 1814-1820 5

18y, 1815 1816 - 1817 . 1818 1819 - 1820
17 %0 26 23 32 57

During the years before the 1830 riots the mmbers of convictio.r‘JS,' |
increased from 31 in 1826 to 61 in 1830,‘ the i'pea.l': year" being 1828 ' .;
when 77 persons were convicfed. 6 The correlation between distress i
and poaching is_éonfizﬁed by studying the number of prisoners
appearing at ‘the Assiz’es'and; Quarter Sessions between 1840 and

1845, charged with arson or poaching.

Essex: (a) Arson  (b) Being out armed etc to_take game by
o night, taking game by night and -

assaulting gamekeepers. / .,
1820 2 . - i’
1841 e -
we 3 - s
1843 S | 2
1844, o a - : 11 (4 separate cases).
1845 9 o 2

A mofe.direct link ‘t;etween-po-aching and poverty is suggested
by an anonymous letter to Mr. Isasc King of Wickham St. Paul,
threatening tc; burn down his stacks of ¢orn and his barns.

 "Mr, King T have to tell-you that if you let Binks or Col.
Meyrick or any of his Gamekeepers come on your land after this week

we will Set fire to every Stack of Corn and every Barn you have got |: -




or Allow them to informe egaimt anyone and we mean to do it
if.you do not give your Men 10 shillings A week for we will have
no more of it if you do we will Burn everything you have got the
very next tim". é
The sentence of seven years trensportation, instead of

acting as a deterrent, increased the :violence of the poaching

war. Poachers who had formerly worked.sin'gly or in pairs, banded
together into ga::gs'.. At the Lent Asei'ze_s 1829 a nunber of poachers
were indicted for ehooting at R:Lchard Warren, assistant gamekeeper
of John Wi]];es of V_Iendon Lofts. Although .found not. guilty of the
charge, th‘ey.were'conv:.l.oted of being out armed at night -in open
Jand for the purpose of destroylng game. Nine were sentenoed

to be transported for fourteen years, eight for seven years.

and one was gi-‘ven a prison aentence of twelve months. Warren

and some conpan:.ons, hearlng some shootlng s found about thirty
poachers, As they were out numbered the gamekeeper went to
obtain some as.s:.sta_nce. Tne poachers came at them "There is

the d..._...d- old devil - shoot him - smash him", and a fight

.broke out. 9 Because of :the 'terr;i.ble sentence of transportation,
' poaching gangs were prepared to go to an_y_lengths to resist
arrest, At Herongate near Brentwood a sld.-rmi.eh took piaoe
oetween gamekeepers and a gang., "The poachers, besides their

guns, were armed with bludgeons and evinced a determination to

kKill the gamekeepers-rather than be captured'. " Three men, however,

received sentences of ten years transportation. 10 pnother gang at

554

Elsenham that had long been the terror of the neighbourhood as robbers,




péachers and sheep'-stee_.lez_-s, 'were reported to ‘have- had their
faces painted black before. theii". midnight adventures. They were
also given a "tolerable portion of ginl" .be;E‘ore, setting off., 1
It was not oni‘y' poachers that came off worse from the affrays.
Js Goodey, a gamekeeper of- Coggeshall, served & six-month sentence
for manslaughter, 3-'2 .

Poaching was undertaken not only to supplement & frugal diet

but for other reasons. To some it was a source of adventure, to- -

others a means 'of»pm'fit. Although. the sale and purchase of game
was not legalised until 1831, there was quite a trade in game
and eggs in some counties before tf:is date. In Essex, however,
there was only one summary colnvié:tion for 'bu,y:mg game and two
for taking away pheasanté' eggs. 13 One case invﬁlved a carrier,.
Jemes Smith of Elmdon, who served a total of eleven months
imprisonment for buying elght pheasants from foﬁ.r persons who
were later'apprehel}lded-ip How Y_Pfood;. Littlebury,. Ly M. T.B.
Sturgeon of South Ockendon reported in 1846 that two men in his
>parish lived entirely by poaéhing. Men even came from Suffolk,
Norfolk. and Wilfshire because the game .wa_s not as strici;.l,y
preserved as in other areas. The poachems_ found a ready market
for the game and eggs in the country towns. .15

Tﬁe Game Laws must be counted as one cause of the "revolt"
of 18%. They helpeé. to widen the divisions between landlords
on one side and the small farmers and labourers on the other..

The widespread and not wholly unjustified belief that poachers
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were more harshly punishea :than other of_f?énders__ l6ce.u—sed reserrtmeni;
among the labourez.'s-, most of whom refused to believe that poaching
wag a ¢rime, In one Essex village after a bu:zglafy 'and a nmr-del:.',

* the parish consteble called in outside helpers who found and
apprehended the murderer. fefpre the trial and execution c;f the
sqspect, the consfégble said to h_:im, "Good God, To_ni, is this you?
If T had known it, you would have been the last mn I should have
“taken". Apparént’ly the ngzr&eret and the consteble had béen -

. . 17
poaching companions. )

(b) Public Houses and Beershops.

The gulf between the lsbourers and the authorities was further

enlarged by the increase in drurkenness after 1815, The feers of
the nagistrafgs and the clergy can be s@mised by reference to .
a letter from a parson, describing the behaviour of lsbourers in
a public house. |
"As their heads became heated with liquor, their tongues
poured out in the form Qf songs and speeches, torrents of sedition,
blasphery and obsceritye. essesess In these midnight haunts are
trained the petty thief....the poacher who takes away your life
when you pro-secute him for taking your game, the burglar vvlfxo breaks
open your house and the inr_:enaiary who fires your ricks and barns",
The views of the labourers reveal the great éuﬂ that
existed in the villagé. "I_-Ibw should they, who see it.from the
outside ~ they who never go near th’e‘public house; they who have

no experience either of poverty or of hard work - how should they.
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who speak from prejudice, be entitled to dictate to him who has
knowledge", 19 ) |

There was certeinly no dearth of a'i'e-houses in Essex, The
8,000 irhsbitants of Colchester.in 1795 were served by 75 public

houses. 20 With the openirig of beer shops in 1830, the number: i

of licences granted for the sale of beer greatly increased. 2

Licences for beer to be consumed (a) on premises (b) off premises Total |

1831 - ' no distinction made 332
1 A - 289 : 10 479
1851 - 468 ' 158 626 .

The beershops were regarded with the »Ideepest- suspicion by the.
authorities. The rendezvous of the rioters in the Tendring Hundred
was said to be the local beershops,. 22 _'ﬁhic{h were the resort of
"smigglers, thieves, poachers and prostitutes", 25 The churchv;ardensif

“of Little Bromley lamented that "There is a Beer Shop, and a greater -
evil it is nob in the power of men to visit this parish with", 2
-Many young men "were drawn in to take part in abtions' under the '
-excitement of drink and the influence of bad associates which

they might otherwise have never thought o-f". 25 Joseph Glagwell,
one of the most violent of the Great Clacton rioters, admitted that

before the disturbances he had had "a little beer'. 26 One

of the leaders of the Coggeshall poor law riot_ s William Love
after a visit to the Red Lion, enquired as to the whereabouts
of certain unpopular townsfolk. "Bring them here, I'll cut their

Qveeoed Dlees.oy heads off...", 27 Drink my have given labourers
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. sufficient courage to commit acts of mend;ansm. Samel
Richardson admitted setting fire to a barn belonging to Robert
Lanbert of Penfield Hall, Lambert had dismissed Richardson three
weeks before the fire for é.ntemperance. As the barn was on
Richardson's route from the beershop in Bocking to. his house,

the temptation to wreak revenge must have been too great. 28

(¢) Enclosures.

In their clessic work, "The Villé;ge ]E,abourer" s the Harmonds
placed the blame for rural discontent on the enclosure of open
fields and common land during the late eighteenth and early
rineteenth centuriés. The smell farmér diseppeared and ‘the

labourer lost his right‘h to keep a pig, a cow and some geese

on the common, There is some published evidence to support this L

view; one report indicated that enclosures had caused "a spirit

of insubordination and outrage"._29 According to a contemporary

writer, enclosures had cha‘hg’ed the lebourers from being "industrious'i'i -

and "cheerful® to being "very destitute and dependent and branded .

with the degrad.'l.ng épithet of pauper", %

Although there were protests aga:.nst enclosure during the .
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the 1830 r:.ets broke out in
areas where there had been few enclosures for two hundred years.
Essex was an old enclosed county and accordlng to Arthur Young,
"there was no f‘:.eld here for the great- parhamentary exertions :
which have been made in so many other counties.eeess". 31 '

Professor Gonner calculated that only 3.,1% of land in Essex was




enclosed by Act of Parliap@ht between 1761 and 1870, 32

Date 1760-1800 1801-1810 1811-1820 1820-1870 Total
% common field o , :

enclosed None 0.7 - 0.6 0.6 1.9
Total i.e. common Only a :

field and commons. small " -0.8 1,1 1.2 3.1

amount g - ;

A study by L.A. Cla;'rkson has shown that in 91 Essex parishes’
examined, there was an 6vmli increase in the. number of the
smllest holdings after 1780, tl:lfereby disproving the idea that
there was a decline in the munber of smll farmers durirxg the
period. 33 ﬁhether the poor suffered from enclosure in Essex
is debatable., At Great Pa.rndon where 150 acres c;f common were
enclosed in 1795, "no .2allotment was made for it" because the

common "yielded no fuel of any kind", 3%

Enclosure does not

appear to have been among the causes of the Tendring Hundred

riots of 1830, The only area where there was aﬁy correlation

between enclosures and rurel disturbances was the north-west

of the county. According to Ashurst Majendie, "since the

abolition of small farms s it has been observed that there is

nothing between 10/- a week and a large occupation "in the o '
Saffron Walden district. 35 An interesting case conce:.rned |
Henry Jordan who ﬁS» fined £5. fér breaking and.des_troying a fence
in A_rkegdén "which bhad ‘been put 'up and placed under and for the
purpos"; of an Act 5L Geo ITI", 36 By another act (5 Geo IV),

land in neighbouring Wendon Lofts and Eimdon was 'e-—riclosed,- the

date of the award being 15th December 1829. In the following year




1abouref$'in Arkesden, Elmdon and neighbouring parishes
demnstratet_i for higher wages, A'Tixﬁes reporter gave the
er‘)closure. of common land ;s oné of‘th-e reaséns far the fire-
reising thet swept East Anglia in 1843-1844. 3/ This did not
apply tc;o the fires :m thg Tendring Hun@red and around Braintree
but may have one factor that led to the incendiarism that caused
so much alarm noﬂ:h of Bishops Stortford.. Tw;) parishes which

- suffered had recently beén': 'encl'c;sed or were in the process. of

' beiné enclosed.. 38

(8) The Decline in -"Livirgé-In“'.

The .Tim_es Cbzreé.ponde_nt enquiring_. into the causes: of' the
incendiary fires of 1843-4 gave as one reason "the effect of
the altered custom of employing_ agm'.gulturai labourers by the
day instead of by the year", 39 Although- in Bssex piece work
was conmnn; the effect was the same, namély a reduction in the
nurber of J.ébourers engaged on a permanent or semi-permanent
basis, Thé -zj_esult was & loosening of ties ‘be“l‘:iveen the farmer
and his wbrkers, wh_oée employment was less sédzre.

Agricuitural 1_ébourez;s worked long hours for poor I;ay.
During the summer, the _hoﬁrs of labour were from six until six;
in the winter ,-fwork began at seven and cotfitimed unjbil five,
 or started as soon as it 5ecame light and-ended when the dar-kness-
fell, Piece workers could earn more than day-labourers, but often -
became prematurely old beca_u's'e of the long hours at work, some-

times from four in the m:>rn:mg until eight at night. 50




The. ties between n'aste%rs and men were further slackened
by the decline in "living;in"; The widespread practice of
boarding single labourers in the farmhouse declined during and
after the Napoleonic Wers, During the hostilities the high
price of corn increased thé wealth of the farmer and: improved
his status. Farmers, orhore particularly their wives , felt
it distasteful to share their homes with their men, According
to Mr. John Kemp, the pracé_ice of providing cottage accommodation

)"J'The

for labourers gave "greater comfort" to the farmer.
decline in "living-in" cohtimied -after.1815 » sometimes because
of economic ne'cessity; A"!:-:é_r-eat Henny it wes cheaper to pay
the .men“ weekly wages". .Thé correspondent emphasiéed that
b‘eca‘t'zse of the economic éi‘i:tiatioﬁ, it was vital for the cheapest
method to be employed. b2 - o

- Mbs‘l: cormn_enta'i:ors lamented the decline of paternalism,

:: 62.

'.'Living-in" had made the labourer "more tractable.and respectable" .1"'3 -

The chief agricﬁl-tural céz-;-esponaents of the Chelmsford Gazette,
applauding a move by loca‘l_ farmers to re-board all their employees,
recalled the daj;s yvhen "eachbl,abourer as well as- servant was

" regarded as one of the farmer's own family, -for ﬁhose .good-cqnduct

and sppearance the master ivas in some degree accountable',

Dr. A.J. Peacock in his study of the 1816 riots noted that a

mumber of labourers who "lived~in" with fermers of Ely and L

Littleport were active in defending their masters during the

disturbances, Only -o_he indentifisble labourer was on the side
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of the agitators. 45 Yet des{;:ite:t'hev obvious benefits from
"1iving-in", the disadiréntages were mumerous. Constant contact

| with an employer must iﬁire created tension even when the master
was kind and generous. - Labourers were céni:imzaily on call® and’

"the regulation of their leis;J;-e activities may have been irksome

to young workers.,




Chapter VI  "EENEVOLENCE, CHARITY AND BOUNDLESS HUMANITY",

According to Mr. Justice Park at the Reading Special

Commission in 18%-1, "there is not a calamity or distress

incident to humanity, either of body or of mind, that is not

hunbly endeavoured to be mitigated or relieved, by the powerful
and the affluent, either of high or diddling ..z_-ank, in this our

happy land, which for its benevoience, charity and boundiess

humanity, has been the Zadmiratio'n of the worla", 1 What attempts

were made between 1790 and 1850 to "mitigate or relieve" the

distress of the poor?

(2) Allotments,

Mr. George W'il‘liém Gent, e "landed proprietor" of Noyns
Park in Steeple Bumpstead and Birdbrook, spoke of the "beneficial .
effect" that the provision of allotments had on the poor. Instead
of wastir;g their time on a Sunday evening, the lebourers could be
seen comparing the improvements made on their allotments with those
of thei:f neighbbﬁ.rs. During the week, their wives and children
were son;etimes working on the plot. W'hen Gent told a man caught
stealing wood from him that he would lose his allotment, the
labourer beggéd forgiveness saying that the allotment was a
great comfort and supplied his family with potatoes for the

whole winter.




65.

Although there wére d_isturbar;ces in the nor‘l;h-_west of
-the county, Saf‘f‘ron Walden e.sc-:aped the riots and -fires of 18%0.
Not only did the labourers refrain from joining the mobs but they
al;o helped the magistrates .to put down the riots in adjoining
parishes. According to a report of 1834, the tranquillity of
the town was thev result of the provision o.f allotments, When
one of the priﬁcipal promoters of allotments was warned "This
house ‘I;o be burnt," five hundred labourers came forward to
watch his premises; 3

Allotments were sometimes p':;'ovide'd by the parish or by
local landowhers.v' At -Springfi_éi& tl-'xe Rector gave the glebe
land and the labourers 'h_ad tw-en‘ty rods each at & nominal rent,
The usual amu{rb' of land for each person was between eight and
- twenty r-ods at between 3d and 6d a rod. ‘At Bulmer, for example,
the lab;:urer_é received tw_ehty :'r'ods at 3&- ?‘,1"?53‘ At Loughton
plots of one-e.ight.h acz"e. wére provided fbr "potato-::-gardeﬁs",-
the rents being distribuf'efl 1n prizes.' fo_r the best cultivators. b
The most ext_én.sive ai;l.otments.. were found in Saffron Walden and
.neiglfbou.ring parishes. By 1834 there were 138 allotments in . 1
Saffron -Walden, v-arylng in s:'i.'-ze between twenty and forty rods. -
The profit to the labourer after the rent and seed had been
paid for, was a‘bout £3 per year 3 (or 12% of a labourers annual
income).. The initiative -:.f'or this scheme.came from Lord Braybrooke
in 1829; as a result there -yrere 255 allotments in Saffron Walden,

Littlebury and Wendon by 1833 and about a thousand individuals




benefited. The Essex Memﬁz'y reporter noted that-there had
. been & considersble fall in the crime rate in the aréa, that
rents were paid 'pmniptly and ‘nearly 300 persons contributed
to a clothing bank which .was under thé_patmmge of lord and
Lady Braybrooke. 6 In 1834, however, only sbout a third of the
l;|.3 parishes fhat.replied to a queStion about allotments for the

poor reported that provision had been megde. 7

Some farmers
were actively hostile to allotments as-the ho_lda‘_s deprived
them of manure from the roads. Others feared that the allotments

ivould give the labourers too much independence.

(b) Beriefit Clubs and Friendly Societies.

In his evidemé to the Select ®Mttee on the Poor Laws
(1817), .J-.'ohn Vaizey of H_alsfead. acpréssed his approval of benefit
clubs and anything that.v_vo.uld ircrease the independence of the
POOT,. 9 in 1801 thezje were 205 frien_diy societies in Essex; by
1815 the societies hed a total membership of 20,531 and in 1831
approximately 7-% of the population of Essex belonged to a
Society, P The'associdti__ons varied greatly in status and
composition. In 1795 théré were sixtee_n friendly sociéties
. in Colchester with a membership of between ‘twenty and forty
persons eacl::.l. 1 Mem'ber§ pald 1/~ into the box each week and
expected to receive a'we-:ek'ly allowance of between 8/- and 10/-
if sick, and 6/- when old. The Essex Mercury gave details of
the conpos.;ltion tlaf the Dunmow Frlendly society; -39 females,.

343 agricultural labourers and 174 servants and artisans, 12

66..




6.

Not all observers welcox_ned the benefit clubs as unreservedly
as John Vaizey. One of tﬁe chief causes of criticism was the
practice of the clute_of holding their meetings.in public houses, 15
Many of the soeiefies 'attenipted to disearm the criticism of excessive
d:.rinking by inserting cleuses prohibiting drunkemess. Yet as long
as the public house ;was ‘Eﬁe fecal point for the clubs, there was
bound to be opposition from the clergy. The Rev. John Thomes,

Vicar of Great Burstead, preaching to ti'x'e members of three clubs

in Billericay, warned them against the danger of “intoxication"

as the "very mture of these meetings was likely to lead to such

a result",. Le The Rev. Howlett of Dummw speaking of the benefit
clubs ’ was of the opinion that "notw:xthstand:mg their superf:.ci&'l.
flattering appearence, they my have been h:Lgh.'I.y perm.c:l.ous, they" ‘
may have contr:.buted to the increasé of idleness and intemperance;
prevented the dJ.m:.nut;.on of ale houses » Ziven occasion to illegal
combinations (and) seditious proceedings;eecsces s “'}5 Howlett quotedj'
an example ef a club in Dunmow which'had eigh;ty mernbers in 1801,

The club which had been :Ln existence for th:.rty years, had

"paid out £706. 1ls, 83 in rel:Lef‘ to sick menbers and most of the
residue of £137. 11s. 83 had been invested, Although most of

.the members were under the age of thirty, three-quarters of the
menbership had at one time or_voth‘-er received parish relief,

Since the club had s‘_tarted ﬁﬁ&-seven p'eople had been expelled
because of their inability to pay their subscriptions. Although

most of the clubs were "respectable", some provided a possible




-haven for the disaffected to plan disturb'a:nees. The rioters
‘of Littleport near Ely began their v:l.olence in 1816 after

a meeting of their club ih the Globe public house, 16 Thomas
Linnett , one of the rioters at Cle.ctoh in 1830'admitted that .
after club hours at the Queens Head, hé and a few others began
17 '

to reise & mob.

(c) Savings Banks,

The estahlisl'nneht of .Savings_Banks was "for the purpose
of affordin_g' to the industriot._ts- classes particularly to Little
Tradesmen, Meehanics ,. meh and women servants and labourers, a
secure and productive investmeht for such ?sums- as they can .
conveniently spare”. 18 The promoters of the scheme had

high hopes as to the . effects of sa.vlng. A young man who

" became & deposutor would gradually acqu.u-e hebits of "fores:.ght ’

prudence and frugality". He would a.lso become more loyal, no:

longexr saying 'eeesdit is a matter of complete 1nd.1fference )
whether George or KJ.ng Bonaparte is iy sovere:tgn" 1 After
' G.eorge Rose's Savings Bank Act of 1817 -(57 Geo III ¢ 130), 2
number of banks were esta'b]ished in Essex, Between 12th

El

September 1817 and 3rd Jaimazy 1818, deposits in the Chelmsford
Hundred Savings Bark reached £5,216. Os. 6d. 2

According to H. Ollver Horne "so far as the sav:.ngs banks
in the smaller country areas are concerned, there is little
evidence to show whether any support was obtained from the ha.rd-

pressed agricultural labourer. ..-...“. 2l At Dunmow in 1818







labourers deposited £207.105. 0od out of a total of £2,642. 15. Od.
There were 58 and 73 labourers among 377 and 283 depositors in
the Chelmsford and Golchester banks respectlvely 235 At Witham
41 labourers depos:l.ted a total of £527. BS. 04 in the first

ten weeks of opening.. -2.’*‘

: In 18354 it was reported that the .
"Rochford Savings Bank is a good deal resorted to by the
labourers but secretly" so’ the menbers were not known, 25 By

1833 there were 408 trustee savings 'banks in England and Wales,

425,000 depositors and totel funds of £1_4,334,000. The relatively

high evez'age amount saved,’ nearly £3k, SQgée_sts' that the mein
| patrons were small tradesmen and others not entirely dependent
on wages. 26 This is corifirmed by the answers to questions
-a'bout the labourer's conditions, circulated by the Royal
Commission on the Foor Laws, The ans_mei of Martin Nockolds
was typical, Asked whethér a labourer's family in Stansted
Mountfichet could eave anything from their wages, he replied,

Ycertainly impossible to 1ay by .anything". 27 |

Tk

(d) Migration and Emigration,

.Although the rural Iﬁopulation was by no means as static

' a8 was or:.g:mally bel::.eved one of the na:.n causes of un=-
employment was the conparatlve J.mmob:.llty of the agricultural
workers. Despite ;.ncentlves to begin a new life in the growing
industrial towns or in the colonies, the 1abourez_--. was normally

prepared to remain in his \fi].'lage in the hope that conditiohs
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would improve,

The attempts to ﬁronaote migration gaihed_ momentum after
1830, especially in parishes disturbed by riots in that year.
Two rioters of Steeple Bumpstead, having served their sentences,
moved with their families to industriel areas, 20
Neme : Nunber - Total of relief in Cost of outfit

- 12 months before and journey
migration :

G-eorge BB.OOII; 6 v_ £5. 1880 86- £8. 85‘0- lla. .
and family ' _
William Randell -

(2 Randle) . :
and family 2 . £l. s, 6d 10s. 04

Ridgewell, a parish- mth high poor rates and the scene of
a wage riot in 1830, sent twenty persons to Canada in April 1832,
One of the seven able-bodied men in the party wrote a letter
giving a glowingl picture of prospects in his new home. %I can -

‘see five chances of getting a living here, while there is none
29

in England". Twenty persons from Great Clacton, the most
distu.zj‘bed perish in EL850’ , emigrated in 1832 at a cost of

£128. 8s. 4id. S At.lHarlow s:ix single men of "idle character"
left for Quebec. The cost per head was £12, 'a_n'd 3/~ was given .
to each man on arrival, Ot Edward Ridgewell, a fifty-one year
old pensioner of Castle Hed:.ngham, travelled with his wife and
eight children to Leeds in 1836 at the expense of the parish,
Before their move the weekly family income was 13/3&. From his
work at Messrs. Hindes and Derham, spinners, Ridgewell received

32
£2. 1s. 0d a2 week, A hundred persons were sent from Stebbing




to industrial towns after twenty "heads of families" agreed

to volumtary migration. 35 -
After the introduction of the New Poor Lew, a new scheme

was put forward to help emigration. By 1850 at least 160

Egsex inhabitants had been helped to start a new life overseas.

Essex lagged far behind Sussex, which in the first year of the

scheme provided nearly half the erﬁi_grants.. 3

. The Guardians
of the Braintree Union were prepared to help Catherine Breed,
a pauper, and her Ch:;l._ld to emig:bate to Australia, 3 Whether
Catherine was sgnt to the colony is uncertain as she appeared
before the magistrates five months later accused of assaulting
the matron of the workhouse, 56 |
Attenmpts to promote nﬁ.gra#ion. to the North and Midlands,
met with little success. According to the 1851 census, there
were only 1 ,2..32_ inhabitants in Lancashire and Cheshire who had
been born in Essex, The figure.for tﬁe mtives of Essex in the
North Midlands was 1,266, In 2 list giving the numbers of persons
from each county removed from nineteen towns in Lancashire, Essex
was not mentioned, 37 The response of the labourers to offers

of help was often negative. Mr, R, Baker complained that "There

is very great indispostion to seek work elsewhere.s:... It is

hardly possible whatever the advantage you show them to compel them -

to do it;; they would rather stop at home upon their 8/- or 10/- a
week than go-abroad with 'a certainty of earning 15/-. The very

nature of the work that th_ey carry out and their habits of life all

72,




operate ag;;ﬁst i, I 8 4 correspondent reported that he
had recently made é.n- of'fez; of 9/- & week, constant wages,
plenty of piece work, coals at 3d a week per cwt., and a
cottage at 1/- a week. "The offer haé for several weeks gone

3%t Great Henny

begging and has not yet been accepted",
there was ho response to an off’er by the parish '.ofﬁ.cez‘s to finance
any laboufers who wished to emigrate or apprentice boys to a trade
at home, Lo . _

Apsrt from the cost of moving and the disruption imvolved,
the ldbourer probably feared a hostile reception in his new home,
A threatening letter sent to James Miles promised him a'light
“‘unless he discharged men who lived o;J.tside the parish’, W
William Smith, a Suffolk men, emplo'yed-.'by Mr, Richardson of -
Little Bromley, was assaulted and warned not to help another

42

farmer procure "Suffolkers" for worke. In 1841 three fires

in Burnham were said to be the result of the employment of
MYarkees" instead of men of the parish.. 0

Although official schemes for migration had little
success and a_l’chougl; the average dista-nce travelled by labourers
seeking work was ten miles; the "pull" of London incressed grestly
during the century,. es.peciallly; after the development of the rail-
way system. By 1851 2,44% of the population of London had been

born in Essex. . ' . -

3.
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Percentage bf Pepulation of London born in neighbouring counties. b

Surre_',é (Extm—metr;apoiitan) 1463

Kent (:Extra-met_ropolitan). . 2,87

Sussex o C - LIS

Middli.sex (Extra~metropolitan) 1.33

Essex| | I 2slids '
Hez*tfc:g;rdshﬁre o 103
Suffolk - 1,37

Althm;:gh the wi_deséreéd depopulation of the rural areas
did not_begl_in until 1870, there was some easing of the population

problem inja number_of Essex parishes after 1830. In five of the

riotous parishes the population had actually decreased by 1841, 45
i : o - - .
L
- Payish - 1801 1811 1821 1831 1841
Sheer%'m_g - 342 349 439 547 Sk

Kirbyhle-Soken 664 . 745 = 853 ~ 972 924
Ramsey 595 515 616 M8
Elmdoln O sm sy bl 697 €0
Herhem (part) 703 563 6k 73 693

I
i

i : : ) . . . . o
(e) Poor Relief. : ' S
b - , W

Despite the use of various expedients 46 during periods of
l use :

high price',s or inclement weath'er, one measure that might have
' improved c,'onditi_ons on a long-term basis was hardly discussed in

Essex befo'lre 1830, .Not until 1824 was there a recommendation
. | .

|
_|




. | | -

| a . - : D
(from the Chelmsford perochial authorities) that wages should be

&7

increased.i. During periods-of prosperity farmers were reluctant

to increa:sée ﬁages which would be difficult to reduce when the price
of wheat dfro'pped. Af‘tier. 1815 the employers could claim, with.
some justiéfiéatibn, -tha_.tl' they were ungble to afford the increases,
i The famer_ss view was that it was quite "contrary to reason" that :
an enployefr- should pay a xran sufficient to support & whole family -
which in ss:ome cases would be 20/~ a week. If farmers were forced
to pay a 'fliving wage" to_' every worker, they would have to employ
only sing];.e men and dismiss merried men with large families. -

In t:i;.me_s of distress. the main support came from parish
relief. ﬁelief to the able-bodied was by no means uncommon .
before 179:5 3 in Woodford in 1778, two men were granted three
and four loaves r'éspehc-tli.vely-. _a.nd‘a. shiiling a week .unt_il they |
could get]work. 48 The.high ;érice of wheat aftér 1790'. caused
parishes. 'Eto assist an iricreasing- mumber of labourers.

In 15795 in Ctlavering_v. an almme was paid according '
to the mnlnber of chilarén' in the family. 4 e payment was . ’
| only temp?ra.ry and the mﬁrb_er of families that benefited

decreased] as conditions Amproved.
t




7.

|
,i
|

| 13th July  20th October 9th December O
Every pefso{n with 1 child. | 64 per week - . -
Every person with 2 childrénl/- per weekl . 64 per week - N
Bvery person w:.th 3 ch:.ld.ren 2/~ per week 1/ 6 per week 1/~ per week
Every persqin with 4 cfhildren 3/3 per week 3/~ per week 2/6 per week
Every pers_o:n with 5 children 4/6 per week 4/6- per week 4/= per week

‘Bvery perscrn with 6 children 5/- per week 5/- per week L/6 per week

In Ramsey the child allowance was based on & sliding scale,

'vary:.ng accord:.ng to the price of flour, L

.FEEA:'L | e Flour 3/- = }&:_z,z_ |

: 6 per peck Eer peck

Man, wife and child under 10 - | . - h
 Men, wife %.nd 2 childven under 12 1/= 2/-
Man, wife and 3 children under 12 . 2/9 - L/-
Man, wife and 4 children under- 12 ' | L/6 6/
Man, wife and 5‘ children under 12 6/3 _ 8/~
Man, wife ?and 6 ch:lldren under 12 - o 8/~ - 10/~

Amongi other parishes that helped large families for limited

I .
periods were Colne Engaine, Black Notley and Wormingford (summer 1795),
{ . .
| - . -
Great 'l'ey,i‘ Black Notley and Stansted (summer 1801). _

Poor Law expenditure had risen steadily from 1750 and after 1791..

it im;-eased rapidly. 52




Bssex 1735 £30,000 (estmtéa) ; 1813 £312,000
1776 £M,000 - 18U, £276,000
1783-5  £95,000 (anmual ava-ége) 1815 £226,000

1803 £84,000 . |

Arthur Young estiuatgd that by 1803 sév;al:ljteen per cent
o-f the population in Essex was being relieved from the poor ~
rates. 23 Accordihg to an Essex historian, the parish account
books show that, aithoughfnar_w parishes helped large fanﬁ.ligs for
a short while during periods of high prices, the iroreased ex~
penditure resulted froh the higher cost of meintaining the
old, the widows, the orphans and the disabled., After 1795
expenditure increased as much:in towns where Speenhamland
pa.ymenfs were rare as in fhe villages where they were more
fréquently used. Up to 1815 » "Speenhamland allowances were
one of the minor causes of increased expenditure", ok

The agricultural é.epression aftgr 1815 led to a more |
widespread application of the -"’Speénh'a.uﬂ.and" measures, ©Scales
of allowances were published in Beaumnf-cum—Moze (181€) for
the Tendring Hundred, Chelmsford (1821), the Hundreds of |
Uttlesford, Clavering and Freshwell, Little Dunmow (1829)
Halstead (1830) and Hempstead in 183k4. »5 > The magistrates of
Chelmsford decided Ain 1821 that ea'ch_family waé to have the
means of procuring half g-’ﬁeck of flour per week and 104 pez;'
h_eﬂd“if the family consists of only two members, 8d ;Lf three,

! 1
6d per head if four and 53 if more than four. 56 It was the
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use of such scalea that led some ratepayers to suspect the

"corrupting _influence of Eviéh relief"‘.. Their suspicions

were given further weighf when the agricultural disturbances

broke out in areas where Speenhamland ﬁs strongest rooted.

It is poséible,. of course, to find mumerous examples of

"generosity" on the part of the parish. Although James

Dickerson (or Dickinson) was said to be "very lazy", the

overseer of Ramsey gave him 13/6d4 in relief on 24th May,

1817. 27 In the Thaxbed area mothers and éhildren were re-

ported to be refusing to hizrse each other unless they we:fe. paid,

Their feeling was "why shop.ld I tend my sick and aged parents when

the parish is supposed to do it?". In general, however, the

overseers carried out their cbligations with efficiency and humanity, .‘
| The mein charge against the allowance system was that it

enabled farmers to reduce wages and threw the lgbourers on the

" parish, thereby encouraging pauperism to spread. Yet this view

ignored the social conditions in areas using the allowance system
and_éssumed the ability of farmers.to pay hlgher wages, Many

were in dire ﬁmnclal trouble and an ipcreased wage bill would

have worsened the unemployment situai:iorr. As Mr. Buxton reported .
in 1814, there was plenty of work for the labourers but the ‘ | .
farmers were unable to pay them. 59 It ié important to remenber -
that the fall in wages after 1815 was small in proportion to:

the cut in wheat prices. The districtsﬁ in Esse_x that used the

Speenhamland measures most extensively were those that had the




greatest unemployment problems. There is much to be said for

the view that the :a_J_..'_waances enabled a larger mumber of villagers

%o be given work instead of being thrown completely on the parish, €0
. There were two methods of relief; the wage subsidy and the "child

allowance".. Of thé two, the latter was the most common, Wage

i
.

subsidies were spmetimea giﬁ_en ‘between 1815 and 1825 but by 1830,

the practice had nearly died out..

Another charge made égainst the allowance system was that: .

it émouraged la.ige fami_l:ife_s.' In fact inter-censal population ’

increases and the rate of natural increase in Essex were less ' -

than the national average, 61

Inter-Censal Population Increases (rural districts)

1811 - 21
Essex _ _ , - 1455
.Averége‘imrease in rural _ _
districts of England and Wales. 14,72
Average increase, all areas , .
of England and Wales, = . : 18,06 .

Netural Increase
(per thousand)

Essex - o 13.5

England ‘and Wales : - Lie3

1821 - 31

8.32
J0.52

15.81 ;
1801 -3 92 )

The extent to which wage and child allowances were used in

Essex after the wars can be seen in a parliamentary paper of

1825, 53

. Local observers were asked whether agricultural labourers




received- the whole'or-any part of their wages from the FPoor

Rates (Question I), whether married labourers with children

received assistance from the parish (Question II) and if so,,

when the allowance was given (Question III),

District Question I Question IT Question IIT
Brentwood Occasionally Yes, in some. -
parishes
Chelmsford Division Yes Yes Sometimes: with
one child.
Colchester Borough  Yes, part = Yes When with
: two children
Dengie Hundred No Yes Not less than
' three children
Dunmow Hundred In some " Yes When in want
cases
Liberty of Havering- No Not only to -
atte-Bower » married men -
: but to
bachelors also
Hinckford Division  Yes, when  Yes Not less than
' ‘wages are low . 3 children -
or insufficient
Rochford Hundred ~  No Yes - No rule
Walden Division In one or Yes. In - -
two parishes cases of need,
only relief is
: “according to
- wants and num-
ber of family
Witham Division It has been Yes Seldom less
so but has than 3 children

nearly ceased




. By 1832 only four of the fifty -pafishes repoffin,g;_ in the
1834 report of fh_e. Royal Qbrmm’.séion subsidised the wages paid
to the labourers.. 6k Most of the parishes were still giving chilé.
allowances, although only '__pai'ents with three, fqur- or more childrem
usually qualif‘ied.. Despite the more si‘.riﬁgent distribution of

relief, the amount spent ‘on the poor increased between 1825 and

1830, )
(Essex) | Poor Law Expgndituré ._-‘"1825-1825} .
w5 . &L S
T2 £255,012
1827 B £261,278
w28 .  eu7,386 . ..
1829 £262,215 '
18% T &282,132 T _.
A survey of nine of 1;1_1e disturbed parishes in 18%0-1,
_reveals a fairly cénsistént pattern of -po'ofo law expenditure..

'In eight of the parishes the :amount . decreased in e:.ther 1827

or 1828 but then rose durlng the crisis years of 1829 and 1830.

, There appears to have been no- cut in rel:.ef in 1830,- in six o
out of the nine parlshes- the expenditure was higher than in 1829,
The severe winter of 1829-30 necessitated the relief of mny
able-bodied labourers, In Great C-iac-:ton. 25% of the overseers'
peyments in February 1830 went t’c; men for "ﬁo_;-k oA roads", to

65

.those "out of employ" or to labourers for "loss of tims",

RN




824 .

There 'is no. patfe'rn for expend:r.ture after 1830 eme?t for
the cut in relief in 1834—whiéh probably .séemmed'from the fall
in the ﬁi'ic; of wheat and the publication of 'tl;xe réport ‘of the
Royal Cormission on the Poor Lews.. 66 In some parishes the

reduction in relief was severe.

Writtle o | £2,978 - _ £2,350
Clavering . v £1,564- o f £1,309 o
Great Clacton £1,15, . - £581
Ramsey R £818 D £64L1,

The refusal of allowances sometimes ‘c-a'us'e;i trbublé.. At
Ilford in 1832 six "desperaté. paupers" from Barking demanded
money from.Mr. Coxhead, an assistant overseer, ,‘As they refused
to leave, Coxhead had to seek aid from Bow Street Runners and
the local constable. Mearwhile & crowd of 400-500 had assembled
and started to stohe the officers as they conveyed the men away.
The Riot Act was read and the crowd eventually disperéed. 67
In 1834 a riot occurred in Sible Hedingham when the allowance
was -réauce.d after a fall in 'the‘pric;e 6£' flour.. 6 The dis-
turbances, on 28th April, lasted for six hours and involved
150 persons. The mob refused to let a pauper leave the work-
house after his allowance _had been reduced. The crowd was
joined by two of the innafés and resisted at‘.tempt's of constables

and a magistrate to break the ring of men encircling the workhouse.,
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| One of the constables, Thémas Gazroa;, was told "you shall not -
come here - we want our full. pay and we won't go away withouﬁ L
it.ees" Six foot of the workhouse wall was torn down and slates.
on the roof were damaged by stone throwing. The situation in
Sible Hedingham was aggravated by the use of non-parochial
labour at the time when 150 men were unemployed. In another
disturbed-parish, Wrﬁ.ttle, tﬁe overseer was sent a note
enclo_sing tinder ah'd nntches._ The 1ettér threatened to

69 In the same year (1834)

murder him and burn his premises,
an attempt was mede to fire.property belonging to M. ;.lfhonas
Lee, one of the overseers of iDagenha.m. n

The condemmation of the éllowame system by the Royal
Commission coloured later accounts of the Poor Lew between
1795 and 1834, Yet ratepayers regarded it as an onerous but
unavoida‘.ble- responsibility, Officials in general administefed
it with considerable hones.ty- 'and diligence a.nd the. poor valued it
as the gua.ranteg of theii: sﬁbéistence. If the receipt of relief
put them in an inferior poéition and strengt}ienéd the pdwer- of
the ratepayers, the rela‘l';ioriship was only a contimuation of their

subservience to their employers.. &




Chapter VII . THE LAST LABOURERS' REVOLT 1830

)

(a) The Prelude to the Riots.

During the 1820's fires and occasional riots still-
disturbed the countr}sidéféna areas which suffered in 1816
or ]‘.830 were affected, _Sible Hedingham and Castil.e Hedinghan_x.
were the scenes of incendiary fires. - |

"On Saturdey night, 3rd inst. (Mexrch 1822) the premlses
of L ‘Majendie Esqg., of Castle Hedingham were consu.med by fire
and we are informed that it was wilfully occasioned".

At Great Clacton,the most disturbed parish-in 18%0, a
double barn, several stacks, of eofn and .othez'-‘buildings were
destroyed on la;tlh February i;1822. -_' At the Suimer Assizes Daniel
Bloomf'ield ﬁas acquitted of_ arson. The estimated damege to the
pfoperty, belonging to Mi. James Page, was £1,200. 2 fhe Tendring
Hundred, of which d‘reat Clacton was part, was especially prone to
outbreaks -of f:l.re-raa.s:l.ng in the 1820'8. In the petition of the
mlm.ster, churchwardens and 1nhab1tants of '!:he parish of Tendr:.ng
on behalf of a girl convicted of arson in 1825, the petitioners
claimed that she "was instigated to the commission of the said
crime by certain wicked and &il disposed pa'sens.'..whom however

3

the laws cannot at present ‘reach", In 1825 a rate was assessed

on the Hundred to recompense an iphabitant of Little Bentley,

after his property had been fired by an unknown person. k




At Weeley (also in the Tendring Hu.ndred)a mob collected
in 1822 to stop farmers using threshing 'machines. The owners
of the mchiﬁes » Which were hired out to the farmers, were
visited and told that "there would be no mechines in the parish,"
John Ribbans, a local farmer, was reassured that he would not be
injured but was told that he would not- be a'bie to use his machine.
Ribbans replied that he did not much care; as he had arranged
to use it that afternoon, he would do so but not after that,
After the Rev. Fisher, the minister of Weeley, hed intervened
the rioters agreed to his request. 2 To one of the ringleaders,
Charles Jolley, who claimed that he had never been out of work
in his life except by his own fault, the machines obviously
represented a t&@t to his livelihood. | Next time, he protested,
lives 'woul& be lost. "We ought to have a little ,@re porter
6

before we start. We should then I_xe.ire a little more courage'.

In the summer of 1823 there was a spirit of "j nsubordination

and turbulence" prevailing among the labourers in Wormingfoz-d and -

neighbouring parishes. ILocal farmers received threats that
their premises would be burned down and laboureré_wept round .-
trying to persuvade their colleagues not to wor_k until their
weges were increased, | In the words of one labéurer, Nathaniel
Sexton, "if they do not raise our v'v%ages » we must force them",. On
10th Jume one of the farmers of Wormingford, Robert Everard,

was working with his men hoeing 'beahs s :when between thirty and

forty labourers came into the field, led by on_é playing "a bugle

85,




horn", They forced his men to Jjoin them in visits to other

farmers. Although they excited "considerable terror and alarm". ° -

in the neighbourhood, there is no evidence to show that their |

demands were met. 7 |
In 1829 another.isolated case of nﬁchine-breakitzg occurred,

Mr. Marsh of Steeple Bumpstead was a contractor who hired out

" agricultural mchinery to fermers, While a machine was being

used-at Toppesfield on 16th Ja.nuary_. labourers gethered and

took it .to Stambourne where they smashed it.. Six ringleaders

were arrested and appeared at the Petty Sessions at Castle

Hedingham. Becéaqse the farmer fa:Lled to attend, the men were

released,

The year 1829 ushered in a period of extreme tension unknown

since 1641, 9 during which the labourers expressed their a.igcp‘ntent o

by fire-raising, machine-breaking , rioting and oppbsition. to

unpopular officials.

(v) Incendiarism 1829-1831,

Incendiarism was only a periphécal part of the rural re-

bellion of 1830. Although. "Swing™ letters were sent to farmers

in the Tendring Hundred just before the mechine-breaking of D-ecenber;"

1830, the only direct connection between the machine-breakers and
the fife-raisefs was in Ramsey on 7th Décember. Anpther f‘iré, on
the premises of Mr. Feedham of Great Holland on 1ifh Septémber
1830, 10 was probably an isolated incident because nearly three

months was to elapse before the- same parish was disturbed by




machine-wrecking. There were few fires between November 1830 and
Jamaz.-y 1831 (the periba ‘of the rioting in Essex) and they were
normally well away f'rom_.tine mein areas of the disturbances. -
Nevertheless the disturbed state of the équntry can be seen

in the increased insﬁrance premiums paid by farmers. In Decenber

1830 the premiums on the Rectory and the New Barn at Purleigh

were increased from £3. Os, 0d to £3. 6s. 04 and 18/- to £1. 4s. 0d

respectively. 12

PFire-reising played a more important part in 1829 than in

the following year, The winter of 1828-9 was very severe and house%‘ g

to house collections for the poor were organised. The crime rate

87.

increased sharply and offences against the Game Laws were frequent. o

At one time there were twentj-five poachers in custody at Saffron
Walden.. 13 Iosses from-fires in 1829 were so great that one
insurance compar:»gv suspended all insurance on ferm buildings and
stock. In the following year this suspension was relaxed as

1,

long as threshing machines were not used. In Jamuary 1829

threatening letters were sent to farmers in the Thaxted are=a

and fires were started at Saling, Finchingfield and Great ’

Yeldham, 15

In February and March there was "great horror"
in Witham because of an outbféak of incendiarism, The most
serious was at Mr, G-re_en's faz;m,. a mile from the centre of
town, on 20th March., Two barns and sheds, worth 2 total of
£1,500, were destroyed and the flames could be seen fz_'om the

hills near Sudbury. The previous night a stack belonging to




Mr. Whale of Witham had been fired. Watchmen were employed by
‘local farmers and special constables were enrolled but these .
measures -did not prevent the destruction of a ‘stack and two.
sheds in fh_e followiné month, 16
'l='_he use of mechinery for threshing again led to caséé of
" incendiarism. At Bast Mersea on 18th February, a fire caused
damage _est:';.imted at £500 §n a farm where a machine was in use: 7
A similar incident occurred -eightgen months later at Bradwell
where Mf. Spurgin had been threshing his crop by mchinery. 18
In 1830 the only area in the south of '.Essex to be affected
by disturbances was to the .north -and west of Southend-on-sea.
Two fires were rep§rted at Rayleigh a'nci Basildon. (on 5th
November and 2nd Jamuary 183i) and threatening letters were |
sent to residents of I__-Iawkwell and Orsett, The latter note
threatened to burn down the Sfacks and house of Thomas Ashford.
and contained thc-a. ve;;_:se: |
| What the Poor
Lacketh; The
Fla.mé ca‘t;chefh‘.. 15
Another threatening letter, written by John Shepherd
to Mr. Brockies of Havikwell, gave a warning that unless he paid

2/~ a day "everything shall come to ashes", 2 The fires and

threatening letters in the Southend area, unlike the riots in.the - -

north of the county, wez:é obviously inspired by the disturbances

south of the Thames. James Ewen., convicted of the Rayleigh fire, - |

. 88,
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wag reported to have promi;sed more incendiary flres as "they

served them so in Kent....". 21 Shepherd pretended that "we

have come from Kent (with) that intention end sp. we mean to

go through Essex“.-._z.z' |
The motives behind the outbreaks of incendiariém varied.,

In Writtle the three fires in six .weeks were probably the

result of the chronic unemployment in thevparish_, which made a

hundred able-bodied_,men -dépendent upon the overééer. 23 In

other parishes the 'attacks ':on -property résulted from private

grudges, .;éather thé.n_ general distress., Unpopular farmers were

the main targets. John Sach,, victim.of the Rayleigh fii'e, would -

"starve a dog". Another unpopular farmer, Mr. Blewitt (or Brewitt)

was next on the list for a "light" but Mr. Mee who paid his men

2/~ a day with three pints of énnll beer would be left alone. 2

The authorities were anxioﬁs to prove that the fires were not

the work of starving labour.érsi but mobile incendiaries who moved

from farm to farm deliberately creating havoc. 2_5' After a fire

at Great Chesterford, "two .men :Lr\ a gig" were chased for some

distance before escaping. These men, one of whom was described '

as a "large, stout man, with red whiskers", were believed to

. be o of the principals of the Iricendiary System®, 20 Another

story that was circulated concerned "suspicious strangers" who

travelled round asking questions and malc:.ng notes about the

lebourers conditions and the use of agricultural machinery, These

28

rmen were reported in Havering, 27 Rochford, Ilford and Barking.




Shortly after one of the "visits", Mr. Thompson of Ilford had
a message written on his gates; "Thompson, 'taice care of your
29 |

stacks", Men dressed as "sailors" were seen in the Hornchurch

and Upminster area, 0 The tales about "men in gigs" and
A"Suspici,ous strangers" may have been c-imuiated by the labourers
themselves. According to Gibbon Wakefield ".....it is common for
peasants to wink slyly at each other, whilst they assure the
magistrates that farmer Smith is a good friend of the poor and that
the deeds muist have been done by some wicke‘d‘ strarger", 31

Thé reaction of the labourers to_the fires varied greatly.
At Basildon workers gave prompt and.ac_tive agsistaix:e. 32
Although three hundred labourers helped to extinguish a blaze -
at Brightlingsea in Decenber 1831; in the same month men at
Brentwood witnessed the destruction of a stack, barn and shed’
belonging to Mr. Roper, "without expressing their i-enget and,
it is said, with a degree of exultation", 2

Unpopular farmers 'vwere not the only targets for afteicl_cs
and abuse during this period. On 22nd November 1830, a riot
broke out in Coggeshall and a2 mob of 200 smashed the windows
of two overseers. Oné mem'ber- of-’ the crowd did little to hide
his Peelings. "We'll burst the door. open and pull the bl.....¥"
01d beseeer out and -rend him limb from limb",- Special constables
weresworn in but the trouble soon subsided. ** In Januery 1829,
fires were started at the farms of Samel and John Beddall.  The

brothers were both acting overseers of their respective parishes. 35

A letter sent to the Rev, C,S. Bdi:rchier contained a threat to

’
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shoot Edward Wilson, deputy overseer of the p#ish of Hallingbury,
and set fire to the property of others. Thomes Cass, the writer
of the letter, claimed that while families were starving for
want of bread, Wilson was drunk five days 'out of seven from

drirking "more gin than aney man doth Beer", 36

‘Magistrates
were not immune to threats or insﬁlts. In Writtle, a parish
of acute distress at this.time,-' ju.gfices were frequently |
followed anfl insulted with "ludicrous gestures". 37

‘J'.»‘I'lle-mgistrate_s and judges reaci:ed with great severity
towards those» convicted of arson. In 1829 » & parish apprentice,
named Cook was convicted. oflv setting fire to buildings belonging
to his master, Mr. Green of W-ifham, Cook, "a cunning and deceitful
person", was later executed. In tﬁe following yeer, James Ewen
suffered the same fate outside Sprirgf—'ield Jail on 24th Decenber
1830 after his conviction for firing the stacks, barns and |
premises of John Sach of Rayléighz on 5th November 1830, 30
Ewen was found guilty on very scanty evidence and went to
the scaffold -pro_testing his. innocence, Many megistrates were
said to have had grave 'dou'bfs a_-,bou'E the Jjustice of his conviction.
In the following yea;r, William ..:Iennings, capitally _convicted of

arson in Writtle, was hanged on 9th August 1831. 40

(c) Wage Riots and Machine-Breaking,

In the late summer of 1830 rioting and mechine-breaking

broke out in Kent and spiead to the neighboﬁring; county of Sussex,

g2,
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’E‘:;'om there the distufbam—eer moved west and north affecting.
Ha_mshire, Wiltshire, Gloucester, WorcesterShire , Dorset,

Devon, Herefordshire and l-ﬁ.onmouj:hsh:ire.. ' Another centre was
Berkshire and rioting spread into Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire,
Bedfordshire, Huntingdonshire and Northamptonshire. In November
disturbances’ 5roke out in t-ﬁe third b‘"focal point", Norfolk, and
moved south into Suffolk, Essex and Caml;ridgeshire. This third
wave of rioting affected eoﬁnties as far north as Leicestershire,
Lincelnslfﬁre and Yorkshire. ™ Social conditions in England were
probably better 1n 183(_3 than the two preceding years but a feeliz;g
of apprehension 'per'vaded t'he whole of sciuth-eestern'England.

Bad harvests and winters ceupled with attempts by some parishes

to reduce the expenditure on poor relief had inci'ee.sed the
tension in the countiyside.-» ‘The dowrifall of Charles X in

France and the English political crisis ofl 1830 mey have added
fuel to a near revolutionary situation. What caused the final
spark varied from district to die&ié.t.' Chambers and Mingay give
the causes of the'18_30 :riots as being "the low levels of wages and
the constant struggle to exist ,-v the game laws, the degradation

of the poor law, fhe decay of living-in and the growth of rural

slums, the immobility of surplus labour and the lack of alternmative

occupations, together with the loss of winter employment to the

threshing machine....". *2 There were four areas in Essex that

were affected by the disturbances in 1830; an area to the north

and west of Southend (involw_ririg mainly fires and threatening. notes);

Ik




the district to the north and -west of_ Chelmsford (varied types

of disturbances); the north-west corner of the .co.unty.(.wage

riots) and the Tendring Hundred (machine-breaking ard wege r:i.o.ts)l.

The only incident within twenty miles of London was at Leyton

where a fire occurred.on the premises of Mr. Dobey on 1l4th Decenmber

after a nunber of "Swing" letters had been circulated in the

area, 43 It is possible th,?;t the blaze was the reéult of un~-

employment caused by the influx of Irish labou:.-ers in the

parish after 1828. ““ A ;Letfer addressed to the "hard working

(but illaased) labourers" of Stapleford Tawney and neighbouring

parishes exhorted them to emlate their colleagues in Kent, Surrey,

Sussex and Hampshire and demand 14/~ e week for winter work and

15/~ in the summer, - Aithouéh the "poor man's friend" encouraged -

the circulation of the lettér among the labourers, there were

no strikes or wage riots in the area, w5
Tk;e disturbances i.n the central pgi‘t of Eséex beggn before;

the more serious riots in the north and were probably inspired by

the troubles in Kent. At the end of Nevember, five householders

in the Chelmsford area, fearing that "incendiaries and tumultuous

rioteré" were ab'out to approach the neighbourhood, asked for

L6

appropriete action to be taken..

47

A muber of inflammatory
newspapers were circulated and on lofh Decenber the.
nngistré.-‘l:es urged the apprehension of John Battle for "seditious
and inflammatory language and endeavouring to_ stir up certain
labourers (in Writtle) o riot and disorder". *® A "disposition

to riot and insubordination" was also reported in Roxwell and

_95;.
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the i:lillingales. _49 At Sﬁeering fifty labourers visited

Mr, Pavitt's farm and as-ked if he used & machine. Hé.ving been
reassqred that this w#s not t'l;xe ca.sé 'f!:he labourers beha:ved..'
peaceably and Pavitt gave.the'm beer, -_Amther farmer, Mr.
Beale, was not so generous and in face of thréats, bhe gave
way to.the rioters' demands. B The riot contimed for sbout

- three hours "fo the éreat terror, annoyance and disturbapce of
the peacesble and we]_'ll.—é.ﬁs;pps_ed'_subjects of our said Lord the
King". 51 A clericel mgistrate, the Rev. Glyn, told the men

to disperse 22 but they refused until they had received the
assurance about machines.

At Dunmow & mole plough was broken by workers from nearby
High Easter on 10th December. The men .had_--gathered the previous
day and had beeﬁ advised to go to Hopkins Farm and break the drill
there, There is no eévidence that a drill was damaged but the:
mob visited Jemes Hockley (?) who was using a mole plotgh loaned
by a contractor, John Wam&. Hockley was told by a labourer: "we
aré Q;Jme to ‘cujz this ploug:h,i I know it w‘illlnot work here arwl .
ﬁnre".. The plough was later found with one side and a beam
_sawn- through and scme of the nuts removed. 53 According to one
local newspaper two men were committed for trial for destroying
a threshing machine also belonging to Ward but no other sources
suggest that threshing tackle was in_;volved. 4

_In the north-west cb.ﬁjner of the county the protests took

the form of wage riots. The first outbreaks occurred near the




.98,

Suffolk border in thé-villa-ge_sl of Stambourne, Ridgew_e’ll., Birdbrook
and Steepl’e’Bunps-téad and continued for over a week. This
area had been in the-..hews two years previously when a threshing
mchine was broken and contimed to-be a centre of militant |
activity until the first World War. 25 On 1st Decenber & mob
in Ridgewell went ‘round demanding "pork, 'bread. and beer". O-n :
2rd the rioters assembled to demand a daily wage of 2/- and

" called a one-day strike. The trouble spread to Birdbrook on .

56 Riots

7th and the mén were'given a smll incregs_e in pay.
also broke out in Steeple Bumpstead on 6th aziéi 10th Decenmber.,

Three labou_rerS were later convicted at tlr-xe Quarter Sessions

and irprisoned for six months. ' The focal point of the -
rioting then moved to the west of Saffron Walden. Wage :

' riots océﬁred. in Henham and Arkesden (10th) and Clavering:

"~ (11th). An isclated incident was reported in Finchingfield on

14th,. 58 In another vill#ge, Elmdon, first reports suggested
that a hundred labourers _wen'i: to the church, where the parish-~
ioners were discuss€ing the state. of the workers, locked the
doors and put a gua.rd_ on them, 22 The men then visited Mr..
Wilkes, a loca-.l fazv;ler, to. demand that he should give his

men 2/~ a day. After Wilkes had contacted Lord Braybrooke, -
the 'ring'leaders weré qu:l.ckly rounded up. i‘he Elmdon rioters-
were treated leniently by the inagistrates ; all were discharged
on their finding two .smretie‘s-»_for théir- good behaviour for twelve

months.
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The wage riots followed the same pattern in most of the
~villages, & smll group of ringleaders went round the fa.rms,
persuading or forcing men to join ther, -Having collected a -
crowd of & hundred or more ;'ia.bqurers » the leaders called on
farmers, demanding higher wages usually 2/- or 2/3 a day with
beer. At Henham the rioters aéked for "mre victuals". Except
in the Tendring Hundred, the farmers suffered no physical violence
although various methods of :Lntlmldatlon were attempted by the
rioters. In Sheering, for example, ‘Mr: Beale considered it
expedient to pay his labourers é,_/-‘a day after a mob had forced
their way into his yard célii-yihg' Flags and demanding more wages. 6L
The rioters were usuaily more ‘violent towards their colleagues
who refused to join them. At Finchingfield George Freeman was
dragged across two fields and struck. 62 pt Hemhem Gedrge and
Thomas -Cléyden were ssssulted and threatened. Although one of
the Heénham rioters was heard to mitter that he would set fire
to "them" before the week was out, & the only fire in the
area was at Great Chesterford elght m:Lles away.

The‘most serious. disturbances in 1850 took place in " °©
~ the Tendring Hundred and eéj_pecially in the coastal region
around Great lClacton. The hundred had experienced éreat'
prosperity during the eighteenth centi:ry; good soils and
easy access to sea transport had encouraged p_z'ogressive farmers

to settle in the district. The agricultural 'boom' led to an -

influx of lebourers from other areas and a large increase in







population between 1700 and 1800, During _this period, eleven
out of seventeen parishes in thehindred experienced a popul-
ation growth much above the Essex average. Two of the most

64

riotous parishes in 1830 were included among. the eleven.

Great Clacton - Little Clacton

Families 1723 - 63 33

Femilies 1801 - 169 Sh

With this abnormelly fast population growth, overcrowding '

became & problem in the hundred and the cottages were said to
be: among the'worst in':th'e county,

When the agricultur_al: depression after 1815 led to =
slackening in demand for iabou:z", the i’endring Hundred was
seriously aff'ected‘. There was little alternative enployﬁent
in the district, and neighbouring .hunéi-eas hed unemployment
problems of their own, Migrafion to London was difficult

because of the distance. The situation was aggravated by

the introduction of threshing mechines by farmers in the area,
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By 1827 634 libourers were unemployed and completely dependent
on 1;arish relief, ® - | ;

The distress of the labourers wa»é often expressed in .-the:
years between 1815 and 18%0. In 1816 a crowd ggtheréd at Lawford
and destroyed a threshing mechine 66 and in 1822 a less successful
ai:tempt was made at Weeley. _67 Fires were not uncommon af‘te:';,
1820‘, especia_tlly in the east of the hundred; 68

‘When disturbances began :1.n Norfolk 111 November 1830 and
spread south,it was almos‘l; iné\}itable that the Tendring Hundred
_ would be affected. At the begimming of D;acenb-er, there were
reports of rioting in Ipswich area,’ Oﬁ éth Decémber-,,.BOO-l.OO
labourers assembled aﬁd commenced "riotous procesdings" at Mile
End near Colchester. This parish had been one of the first to
be affected by disturbances in 1816 when a threshing machine was -
destroyed by ﬁre; In 1830 labourers visited local farmers and
persuaded at least five of.them to sign a paper stating

"I wish 'l:.o.have two shiliings ‘per day.up to Lady (Day)

. and beer, that is all we wish for; - we will have it by fair

means or foul®™ = -

#* Chelmsford Chroniéle 23rd Pebruary 1827, The totals for

individual parishes were as follows;

Ardleigh 83  ILittle Bromley 10  Walton 10
Little Qakley 2 Ramsey 22 L:}ttle Clacton 35
Manningtree 15 Great Holland 21  Kirby 20
Thorrington 1 Little Holland 7 Thorpe 1x
Wix : 38 Great Oakley 23 Wrabnz_ass 13
Beaumont 9 Frating 11 Tendring 26
Bradfield 33 Great Bentley 37 ~Alresford 8
Mistley 19 Great Bromley 13 Weeley 18
Little Bentley 23 Elmsteid 2(3) (E-!-;?a:oglacton 2(2)
' Brightlingsea in
St. Osyth 22 ightlings Frinton S

102,




103,
The mob eventually dispersed after Sir Hemnry Smith, a local
landowner, met them with magistrates and special constables and
promised to consider the matter with his f‘rien@s». 69
The rioting moved to the east. On the seme day as the Mile
End disturbances, labourers at .Tendring Qemanded higher wages and
protested about the exorbitant tithes that the minister received. 70

On 7th a file of soldiers was called out. by Sir George Hoste after

an incendiary fire at the farm of Mr. Palmer of Ramsey.. 1 %
sooner had the fire been exi:ingﬁished by the fire brigade and

the soldiers withdrawn, then a threshing machine of Mr. Campion
was smashed.. ‘72 Although a number of "Swing" letters were received
by local farmers, this incident was the only direct connection
between incendiarism and mechine-breaking. .Wage riots and the -
destruction of m;xchines occurred in G-reat and Little Clacton,
Great Holland, Walton-le-Soken and Kirby. 'By; Thursday, 9th
December, no less than eight na.chil-les had been broken in

Great Clacton alone, /> At Dovercourt eighty lsbourers visited .
Mr, John Pattrick (a miller, farmer and churchwarden) who agreed

to héld a meeting to discuss-wa'ges. At this meeting it was |
agreeci to pay the men 2/- a day with, ér 2/3d without beer. 7
Another wage riot took place on 10th Deée:pl?er, after a smill
group of .labotmerg_in Peldon had visited their colleagues
during the night and ea.rly morning 'to compel them to join their
mumber., Their object was to seek a daily wage of 2/3d and beer
from their employers. One labourer was told, "if you don't

get up, we will take you bed and all". 75_







The events in the Clacton area were described by T.G. Habin,
an officer of Excise at Thorpe-le-Soken. Riotirg broke out
in Grea._t Holland on 6th, Great Clacton on 7th and in Kirby, Little
Clacton.ané. Walten-le-S‘oke‘n.on the follom'.hg day. After the
disturbances on 8th, there was. a general muster of the rioters
to proceed to Thorpe to Smash machines and rescue three of the
ringleaders of the Great Holland riot who had been apprehended
by the constsble of Thorpe. With no Justices at hand and their
constable out of the parish, the inhebitants of Thorpe were
virtually helpless to stop the rioters. The local farmers
refused to assist as they- feared reprisals. . Habin rode to.
Manningtree to ask the Justices for help., They sent him to
Sir George Hoste, the commendant of the Harwich garrison.
Host; regretted that he could not send troops. to Thorpe because
the distance was too great but he gave Habin .a. letter of
introducticﬁ to Ceptain Kitche R.N, Kitche vsuggested that he
should seek aid from Preven‘give stations in the Thorpe area. 76
In Walton the rioters broke thé nachings of Mr, Baker and Mr,
Wilson before calling the farmers together to demand more wages.
The fannérs agreed to give 2/- a day to those in work and 7/- a
week to unemployed single men.

One interesting feature of the 183(_) riots was the indifference
shown by & number of farmers towards the destruction of their
machines. /! A reporter of The Morning Chronicle commented that

the farmers "stood aloof and if not abetting, have not exerted
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themselves to put down the gigts and stop the-misﬁhi_ef". 78 The .
Home Secret&ry himself had to rebuke somé_magistra_tes for egreeing
to uniform rates of wages #nd the discontinuance of threshing
mechines, & According to a:nbther report ’ farmers mentioned
threshing machines as being one cause of théir_ inability to pay
higher wages. %0 Althou_gh it is possible that farmers wished to
deny any connivance with the labourers, the evidence suggests that
some employers "résiste_d the mob with considerable spirit and

only geve way in face of threats. Joseph Salmon of Great Clacton
attempted to stop the rioters with a gun but it was pulled from
his hand and broken. Salmon was "struck and ill-used". 5% When
the farmers of Kirby met to discuss the fiots » John Phipps and

a mob of two hundred attended the meeting, FPhipps entered,
cexrrying a. piece of paper in one handada sledge-hammer in

the other. Faced with the -thfeat of violence, the farmers agreed
to pay higher wages'and 2/~ a .day to each person for breaking
mechines.. 82 Some prisoners at the Jamary Qué.rter Sessions

1851 claimed that Mr. Samiel Baker had sanctioned the destruction
of his machine, a claim Beker hotly denied.. He was prepared to

put away his machine but was 'fold "damn you, your word of mouth

won't do". When he attempted to resist the rioters, he was threat- -

ened with a pick-axe as the machinery was broken.. 8 violence
sometimes erupted ﬁrhen the demands of the rioters were not met
or when unpopular officials we:;e. involved. Jéhn Fishex;, a_farmér
and former overseer of the poor for Great Clacton, was told by

Joseph Gladwell, "You damn'd old rogue, you shall give the men




2/3d per day and if you don't like that you ‘shdll give them 2/6a",

Glagwell then gave him a push. Blows were aimed at the’ legs of a

a Mr. Smith (nicknamed "Bully") and a fight started when Preventive . .

84

men came to restore order.

(d) Measures taken by the Authorities.

To meet the threat of disturbances, there were meetings
of magistrates .to swear iﬁ special constables, On 8th December
at a meeting presided over 'b_s.rhthe Lord Lieutenant s the Justices
expressed their determination to meintain the laws and the public
peace but recommended measires to ensure the emplo:li-'ment of the

poor. The resolutions wei-e érinted and distributed.. &

Iord
Mayrerd, the Lord L'ieﬁﬁéngnt, wrote to the Home Secretery asking
that troops should be stationed:.at Chelmsford, Braintree, .
Colchester én.d.Warley__..- 86 I.ozjd Melbourne replied that it was
not in the government's power to do 50 but_he understood that
there was already a military force at Warley. 87 In é;nswer to
a letter from Capel C&e Esq. , Lord Melhourne said that a troop
of the 2nd Dré.goons wés tq- go to Warley Barracks to help the
civil power 1f necessary. 88_

Troops were not used: in Essex and the bulk of the work
of restoring order was borne by the specisl constebles. By
14th Decezﬁber there i'weéz.'e five hundred "specials" in the

Chelmsford area 9 including a hundred on horseback, © After

15th December many '"réépec‘table" persons were ‘“called upon,
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A Bill for Special Constables' Stawes,
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nominated and appointed" aé special constables in Braintree and
an’'oath administered to them. |

"You shall well and truly serve our Sovereign lLord the King
in the Office of Special Constables for the parish Of.iescecccses
‘and thé neighbourhood thereof until you shall b'e. discharged by
due cour-se of -iaw according to the best of your skill and
knowledge. | |

So help you God" 91_

In the Chelmsford area one mounted special constable
in each parlsh was-'chosen to act as a messenger between the
consfa'bles and 'Mr. Archer, Clerk to the Lﬁagié.tmtes. Another- |
was to. be elected as leader in each parish and parishioners
were asked to providé waggbns to convey the constables %o

. troubled areas. 22

The "specials" were urged- to act with
"sound diééretion and perfect integfity". They weie advised
to use a set form of words when challenging a suséect..

"In the King's name, I a Special Constable command you
to stop and give an account of yourself!, 93

The constablés were armed with truncheons. Three hundred,
decorated w:Lth a crown and the constable"s nunber and with a
leather thong, were made f‘or the Epping Division. e

In the Tendring Hundred the mmgistrates at Mamningtree
_were occupied until late on 6th D,eceﬁber swearing in "specials", 95
During:the emergency about 800 were appointed, J° including
113 in St. Osyth, 43 in Kirby and 37 in Great Clacton. In

Thorpe where the farmers had shown reluctance to assist, 40




men volunteered for duty. On 7th the justices had a circular
printed and distributed, .__'in wh:.ch fhey recoenaed the procedure
to be followed during the riots. The special constzbles were
to ask three or four ringleadsrs to state their case to the - - .
mgistrates and the mob ﬁa-s to be ordered to disperse, Failing
this and if violence broke out, every effort was to be made to
secure the leaders. 4 A sti-ange if;c:i:dent was reported 'byv
t-he Kent and Essex Mercury. Labourers were said to be marching
into Manningtree armed with bludgeons. The authorities were
alerted but it appea;red that fhe men, some of whom had been .
among thé mach:.ne-bzea.klng mobs, weré coming to be enrolléd as
special constables. 98
The reaction -of 1nd1v1dual parishes to the riots in the
county varied greatly. - A mote c->f penic can be detected in a.
letter from R.W. Hall Dare of Ilford, in which he asked the
Home Secretary to direct the .isvsue of sabres from the Ordnance
stores to mounted special constables. 93 Lord Melbourne refused

the request as there was no possibilitj of disturbences in the -
100 .

Ilford area, " In the Chelmsford district there was a very poor:

initial response to the apbeal for volunteers to act as special .

P

constables,. 101 A reluctance to assist the authorities was apparent L

among farmers in other parishes. Capel Cure, a magistrate at Ongar,

corplzined that although: many labourers had been sworh in, the fa.zme:rl's

had refused to join the special constsbulary.02 This reluctence

2y have been ‘the result of the farmers fe'aring- reﬁrisals from

rioters-and incendizries as in Thorpe. 105 In the Hornchurch




Hendbill circulated by Magistrates of Tendring Hundred

(18%

~

Petty Seséions, _
MANNINGTREE,

DECEMBER 7, I880.

The Magistrates of the HUNDRED OF TENDRING hav-

ing received Information of ILLEGAL ASSEMBLIES of
the LABOURERS, have deemed it expedient to swear
in SPECIAL CONSTABLES in every Parish; and the

tes recommend that the Special Constables SO

sworn, will select one Person-in each Parish thro h’

whom Orders may be communicated. Should a.ng
rage occur, information is to be forwarded by

man to the Chief Constable of the Division, and a Noti- §

fication to be given to a Constable of each Pa.nsh throuﬁho
which the Horseman will pass, and such Constable
assemble all those of his Parish.

In the preservation of the puablic Peace, it is expected many of the Residenls 'in the

Hundred will unite, who may not form part of the Constabulary Force; especially to themi,

the Magistrates earnestly inculcate the necessity of Order and a uniform system of Action in-
unison with the Chlef Constables, to whom -the Magnstratm’ instractions will be regularly
communicated.

« It is hoped that the Remonstranc% of the well-disposed may have had due effect on the
misguided Populace, but should any in future assemble and commit Outrage, the Constables
will use all possible exertions to procure the aid of contiguous Parishes.

The Mounted Force, of which the Magistrates doubt not a large Body w1ll be formed

. will not advance, except in cases of immediate necessity, beyond that on foot, and on coming
. up to the Multitude they will require them to select three or four Individuals to state their

grievances to the Magistrates, and. then to disperse; but should they unfortunately refuse to
comply, and commit any Acts of Violence, the Ringleaders must be secured, in order that

' they may be dealt with according to Law.

"The Chief Constables will assure the misled People that the Magistrates are always ready
to redress every Grievance in their power, and that acts of Outrage and Tumult neces-
sarily tend to augment the Distress of which they complain, and of which all Classes in a
greater or less degree now participate.

The Magistrates most earnestly recommend to the whole of the Constabulary Force,
the strictest observance of good Order and Sobriety.

i . THOMAS NUNN, H. R. SOMERS SMITH,
| R. W. COX, 'THOMAS NUNN, Jim.

BURKITT, PRINTER, BOOKSELLER, BINDER, & STATIONER, MARKET-PLACE, MANNINGTREE.
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district th_e_ mgistrates dared not enrcl local farmers as o
"specials"™ because of the i1l feeling generated by the exorbitant
tithes demended by the Rev. Bearblock., OF An interesting incident
ocowrred at the Rochford Pett} Sessions called for swearing in

of special.constables. The cheirman was told that :i:f he ;:vould

- pay his men higher‘r- wé.ges and put away his threshing mechine,

tl;e other f.a.rmeré would do the same, After Bfenrﬁ.ngton had

replied that he would rather lose his life thain submit to the
labourers, most of the farmers left and only one constable was

105

sworn in. At Ingatestone there was a meeting in & beer-

shop at which almost the whole parish refused service in the
special constebulary. 106

In the Tendring Hundred Preventive men were very active

in crushing the riots and esxrting rioters for .trial. Before

the distur'banées began the Home Secretary had given permission

for the "Coast Blockdde" to be used by the magistrates. 107

The men roused the labourers to fury and rioters in Walton .

threatened o tesr them "limb from 1im". 1°0 In the same parish |

six Preventive men statiojned at Mr. Wilson's farm were advised

to retreat as 150 rioters approached. Thej- were alspo used at

Great Clacton, where blows were struck. 109
Cn 9tﬁ December special constables met on Tendring Heath

to complete the rounding-up of the ringleaders. 110 Suspects, -

who had been apprehended at the start of the rioting, were tried

at the Winter Assizes before Mr. Justice Taunton. The remaining




rioters and machine-breakers appeared.before the -magistrates
at the Lent Qﬁarter'- Sessions (1831). Eja‘berate precautions -
were taken to pr&enﬁ the-escape of-'thé'ringleaders. n

Each continéent of prisoners was closely.guarded;. for example

seven machine-breakers were escorted by Thomas Bundock, constable

of Kirby, and nine assistants, Because the authorities feared
that rescue attempts wduld be made, six extra special constables
travelled with the party as.far as C'olc_h_este:."‘. 112 One of the.
rioters escaped capture for nearly a month. Benjamin Hackshell
hid in a neighbour's chimney for several days before meking.
his way to London where he was apprehended on New Year's Day
by a Bow Street Rumner. Having served his sentence, he returned
to his village where, it is said, he wrote and published a
ballad recounting the adventures of the mchine- breakers,
begimming s~ |
| - "It was on the eighth of last Decenber

Which many ‘of ‘-us ‘well remenber;

When Little d’ia.cton mob did rise,

Which put ': tﬂé people in surprise.
" For highe-:;f,wages was their scheme.

Likewise to break the Lodge mechine,"
The final verse ended on a note of caution.

"Others may rise and they may scheme
I'1l mb no more, mor break machines.
But &s the boy's copy say,

- " -
Avoid all lying company. 1>
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Curtis, Cole and Pudney were all sentenced to seven years'

transportation




At the Assizes Mr. Justice Taunton sentenced sixteen
machine~breakers to be transported, The majority of the rioters
and the remaining nachine_:-breakez-:s appeéured at the Jamary
Quarter Sessions 1831, REight were séntencedfo be transported
and forty-thrée- lesser pt.ihishmerﬁ:s were imposed. After the
sentenceshad been pessed the prisoners thanked the chairman
and Samel brapa-. expressed the wish that he might sit there
until he came backl “*

Before the .con'victs wére sent to Van Diemens Land,
representatio.n- was: made on theif behalf for mitigation of
, sentences but with no 'Succéss; 15 Attempts to. ‘rednce the terms
of imprisonment for the other rioters fared little better,
although‘_James. Wedlock » Nathan Unwin and John Sanders of
Arkesden secured one month's remission ‘!:h.;mug'h the good offices
of Iord Braybrooke.. 116 Those convicted and sentenced to trans-~
portation at the Assizes were conveyed from Chelmsford prison
on 15th December 18_30 to the "York" and "Leviathan" hulks at
Portsmouth, Although twenty-four were given the awful sentence
of tmmportatién, enl,.‘y twenty-three appear to have been sent

to Tasmania. 18 The fate of John Phipps of Walton is unknown.

(e) Van Diemens Iand.

The nachine.-br‘éake'rs comricted at the Assizes were sent
to Van Diemens Land in the Eliza II, which left Portsmouth on
6th February 1831 and arrived in Hbbart on 28th (or 29th) Mey. s

The Bliza was a vessel of 538 tons, Huilt in India in 1806. The
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Master was Jonathan S. Groves and the Surgeon William Anderson.

The remeining mechine-breakers- were conveyed -to Hobart in the
Proteus, a barque of 254 tons, built in Java in 1815, Trensported
with the Essex convicts were 105 other male prisoners with an
escort of two officers and twenty soldiers, The Proteus, commended
by Sylvester J. Brown, left Portsmouth on l4th April 1831 and

docked in Hobart on 3rd (or 4th) August. 12

Little is known of the fate of the michine-breakers, 22
Charles Dumnett died at the age of 45 on 4th July 1831, only
five weeks after arriving at Hcobart. Another Essex convict,

John Webb, was killed in an.accident in.1832, _123 An anonymous

nachine-;breaker.-, sentenced at the Essex Querter Sessions, applied
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for a ticket of leave as early as November 1832. He was recommended o

by his employer, John Hart Esq., but his -vrequ.est was refused as he
had served such a s_hbrt period of his sentence, H:.s conduét on
the hulk was said to be "good" and he had no other offences on

" record. 12l ‘Some of the Esséx prisoners managed to save while
serving their sentef:ces;;. cash payments were made by the Savings

Bank during 1835 to the following convicts; 125

£ 8. d.
William Cole - 5. 0,
Thomas Ship - | L. 4 6.
John Grant ~19. O.
Robert Keeble 8. 0. O.

It appears as though pone of the convicts' families travelled

to Australia 126 nor did any of the mechine-breakers merry while
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serving their gen,tence.l A freed convict, William Bloomfield,.
 applied in 1sz.o to marry 327 Mertha Saffran, who had been trans-

ported .1n the "Platina"; William Bloomfield, the Essex rioter,

was already married with four children before he left England,. 127
Most of thé mechine-breakers were released on 3rd February. 1836, the’

except:l.ons be:Lng ‘George Davey, Thomas Grant, James Grant, John Ingram,;
William Jefferies and Samel Draper. Davey and the Grants were |
serving sentences of fourteen years transportatn.on; .Jefferies |

and Drape'r- were not released because of offences committed while

in Tasmania. 128 :

It is impossible to follow th._e careers of the cc-onvicts

_after their release without spending many days examining the

Tasmanian archives. 'Only a few scraps of information can be
extracted. William Bloomfield and John Hart became shoemakers

in Hobart and Lau.ncestoﬁ respectively. Samuel Hayhoe was

"fully committed". for trial for breeking, entering and stealing

a cloth ﬁaistcoat worth 4/~ and other goods. The verdict is
not given. 125 H-ayhoe died on 25th November 188l. George
Davey received a free parden on 24th April 1837 but five years
later, he was sentenced tq be transported for seven years after
a trial at Launceston. Although recommended foz.-v'a conditional
pardon on Lth August 1846, he had to.wai-t until 5th October .
1847 ‘before the recommendation was approved. 10 me 1851
census retgr.ns contain a reference to Stephen Bade, an

agricultural lebourer aged 62, living at 117 St. Osyth Road,

Great Clacton as & lodger in the house of Joseph Winterflood., T
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This was probably Stephen Eade, the machine<breaker who was 41
when convicted and was a mtive of Great Clacton. The Census-
Returns and the convict records both classify Eade as a "widower", 132
There is no evidence to show -that other convicts returned to
their parishes.s
(£) Composition of the Mobs ard the character of the Rioters.
In his great work on nineteenth century Britain, Hale;y -
concluded that the suspects rounded up after the 1830 riots were

often "smiths, joiners, artisans of every trade whom political

passion not poverty had turned into agitators'.. 135 This was not .

the case in Essex. No hint of political motives behind the

"revolt" is to be found in the records and only a few of.the
ringleaders were 'nbt agricultural lsbourers. 13k Joseph
Gladwell and George Watling were thatchers and William Jeffries
a blacksmith, John Ingram, who had been in trouble with the

law before 1830, was a ploughman. There is, however, an

element of trutlr'x in part of Hale(ry's s.tatement ; most of the
rinéleaders were not drawn from the poorest ranks of the village.

According to J. Martin Leake, the rioters were in good employment:

- for men of their condition, 135 All those brought before the

magistrates were said to be in full employment and receiving

wages of 11/~ or 12/- a wéék or more with beer. 136 An examination
of the overseer's accounts of Great Clacton confirms that the

ringleaders were not dependent on poor relief before the riots.




The thirteen leaders of the Arkesden mob" were found to have
&, 9s, 04 é.nd six silver watches between- them when a.rrested. 157
Nevertheless .. sevgr:ai of -thc;se transported to Van Diemens Land .- .
left behind wives and families-who became "burdensome" on parish |
rates. 2% The wife of William Bloomfield of Great Clacton
received a total c‘)f £20, 5s. 4d in relief between 23rd April
1833 and 21st March 1834, 5 Although the ringleaders were
men of some independence, little is known of the circumstances
of the riote:és who never came 'befdre the coﬁrts. Many wez;e
probably in the 's.a.me s:,.i.tuatic_ﬁn_as Ma.rk Pealing of Little
Clacton whp had no lodg:l.ng or work and was p_ulr'Led out of a
~ stable by the ‘crowd ana' made to go with them, 10

Reports from Ven Diemens Iand contrasted the conduct
and cha:cacter of the machine~-breakers with the brutality of
the ordinary convicts, There is much evidence to suggest that
the men invol'veﬁ in the rist_s were meinly of good character.
Parmers in Mile End (Coichester) describea the ringleaders
of the wage riot in their parish as being "sober, steady, hard-
‘ 3

working men until this affair". The Ramsey machine-breakers.

were described in similar terms when they appeared at the Winter
Assizes, 2 Jphn Causten and Thomas Newman, cénvicted of
machine-breaking escaped exile to Australia because of their
previous good "b-eha,viou:c. .The& were sentenced to twelve monfhé

imprisonmez_'lt.. 143 In April 1831 a memorial from three Justices

in the Tendring Hindred asked that Abraham Neale, one of the
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Cenvict Conduct Records,




Remsey rioters, should be released after four of his six
month's sentence as he "hath properly conducted himself

(D7

durihg such ﬁi_s i;npi-i_sonment"._ : _'One reason why previously

model labourers took part in’ mchine-bre&king was explained
in a local newspaper, W5

"Strenge as it may appear, many of these deluded men
actually think that they are nob comnitting an unlawful act.™

This éfoba‘bly applied to Charles Dunnett of G-':;'eat.Hblla.nd.
A married mn m.th six (or sev.en) children, hé had spent
f'siécfb_een &'eé.rs in one- service in England" and had a certificate
of good conduct. -H;e died (?- of griaf) several weeks after
‘arrival in Tasmania, 6 - John Webb had worked for the same
mster for ten years and produced a letter to that effect, Lt
Six other Essex convicts had certificates or letters "in their
favour", U8 e majority of the machine-breakers either had a

fclean® record of conduct 1n Tasmania or committed a few minor

infringements of the harsh rules.

Name c '_ : offences 17
Jan.zes Cross ' ) ﬁone
Charles Dunnett ' Nchg_

John Webb None
Robert Davey B - None
Henry Baker | ‘None
William Ac,r'és-- L | | 3
Thomas Gz‘#nt R R 3
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Name- - Offence "

Stephen Eade = " : - None'
James Grant , C | . 1 | - .
William Curtis - ' . . None |
William Bloomfield -3 , “
Samel Hayhoe - 1. -

| George Davey - - e
John Grant - | N | ~ None .

- Robert Keeble., L
Thomes Ship 1
Robert Cullender 150 - -2

| WilldemGole 1

‘Ebr a rumber bf the labourers , the tr:.al for machine-
breaking was mot their first taste of British justice. Thomas
Grant had been imprisoned f‘of, 'b'eing insolent to a magistrate. 151
William Bloonfield had appeared before the Bench for stealing

rabbits but was discharged. 152

‘Williem Curtis had been sentenced

to one month's imprisonment '.'f"qr- lea.'vi_ng'-nv né.'ste_r"-. 153 John

Ingram had served three and a quarter years of a seven-year

senterice for stealing a watch. Ingrem contirmed his bad

behaviour in Tesmenia. His punishménts while a convict were. ?

as follows; 154 | _. ‘ | _ ' '
A total of 200 lashes,

A total of eight months hard lebour (usually
in a chain gang) ’




Ten days on bread and weter,

Twenty-~one days solé.talzfyf confinement,

TW§ reprinanﬁs. |
Samel Draper was another muisance to- the prison authorities.
He received a total of ‘160 iashe_s and..sent_"er:ces of up to si:f
‘months' hard labour. 155 C‘onsider‘ing his .é_onduc.t, he was
fortunate to be released in October 1836,

Williap Jeffries, John Hert and John Pudney were other

Essex convicts with bad records in Tasmania. On 4th January /¥ 36
Pudney escaped the- ;entence of thirty lashes becéusé he.was

"unfit to receive punishement", 156 Because of the offerces

committed by Drapér, ‘Pudney, Jeffries, Ingram and Hert, the
aversge crime rate among the Bssex rioters wes higher than
that of the 1830_ nachine—bréalfers as a whole, yet considerably --
below that of all the mle convicts transpc;rted to Tasmania, ~.1-57 '

Average riarber 6f offences committed in Tasmenia

(I) Essex machine-breakers,(II) 411 machine-breakers (III)All mele
4 : B ' - ’ ) convicts

2.6 . 1.7 - 6.0

" As we have see, Samel Hayhoe and George Davey served prison

. sentences for ci'imes committed after their free pardon, 158

There is a possibility that some of the rioters in the
Tendring Hundred may have been smugglers. ' The vil]g.ges where

the disturbances took place were on ar near the coast and within
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fifteen miles of Harwich. - In 1827 there were reports of

"mirderous conflicts" taking place between Preventive men

159

and smugglers along the coasts of Essex and Kent, In the

same year fifty-one tubs of contreband spirits were found near

Walton.. 160 At Clacton it was said that farm workers and indeed

most inhabitants were engaged in smuggling. 161_ The beer shops,
" which the authorities cox_lsidei'ed had been the headquarters of
the riotérs, were the resort of "smuggleré, thieves, poachers

‘and prostitutes”. 162

The speed and efficiency with which
the threshing machines were destroyed suggest skilful co-
ordination which may have been produced by smuggling exploits.

This argument is strengthened by the &lmost pathological hatred . .

shown by the labourers towards the Preventive imen, whom the
rioters threatened to tear "limb from ligb" if they were used "

to quell the disturbances. 163

(g) The Results of the Riots.

The labourers appearing at the Lent Quarter Sessions
(1831) were. accused not oﬁ},y of Tiot and inciting others to
riot for higher wages bq{: ‘also for "unlawfully exacting and '
extorting the same". ‘% The rioters had cbvicusly achieved . "
their immediate aim, Yet despite the increased wages after
1830 by 1836 the lsbourers' earnings ha.d. Aecreésed to a
greater extent than the reduction in the price of provisions.
| The riots may also have had indirect effects in helping the

cause of reform in the Game Laws and the tithe question.. 165 )
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Accord:l.ng to E.P. Thonpson, the 1830 revolt sapped the confldence

of the gentry and helped to arouse.the agltatlon for the reform
of Parl:.amnt in 18_}1—2.- 166

The -rioterg' aléo achievéd -gen;pox'_é;z-;v success :Ln reduci_.ng_
the muber of threshing machines in use, In 1836 C.C. Parker
of Woodham Mort:.mer reportea_ that some famers used ngc_hinery. ]
but not a8 mny as beféré. 167 Fermers who contirued to _use |
threshing tackle wabé often targets for incendiaries. At
Little Burstead a 'st_ack was ”f'iréd in 1836 and three trusses .
o.f' straw Wei'e p'laceéi un.der‘a machine a.nd igni'g:ed,, 168 By
1843 f‘anﬁe_rs were B-egiﬁning___to use machines once again, which
was one reason for the wave of incendiari;sxﬁ during the winter
of 1843-l, TWo years htei:M;; R. Baker of Writtle admitted
that, "since the diéturbancés"’ , he had .Put awey his chaff-
cutter and fhreéhing mechine during winter. 169

Farmers who had sufferéd from the actions of the machine-
'breakm:s often nﬁmgéd_ to récoup some of their losses, There
were two ways by which.thej-czzc;uld be recompensed; either by
receiving costs. f‘o.r sugceés_f‘ully pzpsecut:in‘g the machine-
breakers--orv'b'y-claimipg a shai'e- of the rewards given for the
apprehension of rioters. In the Tendring Hundred some farmers
were luckier than othe:rs 'but aln:ost half the total-value of the

threshing mch:.nes was recovered by the payment of expenses.

" 1125




_of the machine-breakers. The rewards were originally intended

' £5 to -‘?85.

E‘LI?@E - : ,Egp__énses Egidlm- . Value of nachines]'?l ‘ :
| o e s. 4. £ .;_
Samuel Wilson C 34,160 6. 45 .
Samel Baker | 18, 8..0. 50 ‘;'
John Welham : _' 17.15. 0. Lo
John Smith - 2. 7. 0. 35
William Nicholson ' -2, 0. 6. 10
 Nathaniel Page Cavill  8.15. 6. - 40
(or Cavell) [ !
George Moss - | | 30.15. -8, Lo ‘
Robert Iarge . 26.15. O. 50 -
Joseph Salmn  W0.12. k. 40
a2 3. 6 - &80 f-_

The same farmers receiveéd rewards for the apprehension

to be £500 each but so many claims were made that the sum had . A
to be subdivided. In the T‘ehdring"ﬂunﬂred_ sixtysnine persons: ,

were given rewards'totalling'£l,:950, the a.mbunts renging from
| 72

.The 1830 dist;uz;bances, did not mark the e-nd of wage riots
in the county. In 1834 lsbourers in Stansted Mountfichet:
gathered together to ianeasé their wages, which had been reduced
by 1/- to 8/- and beer for labourers and 10/~ and beer for plough-

men, The meeting got out of hand, .resulting in an assualt on a




l’};é.'bourer, Johh Sé.vii._l. In October of 'tl:xat' year George Willis
and George Sapseed were convicted of conséiring to raise wages
paid to agricultural workers :and were.sentenced to a year's
imprisonment. 173 i‘et few labourers were prepared to risk the
savage punishments inflicted upon the rioters of 18%. Discontent !
was therefore driven underground but on the occasions that it came ' ,.
to the surface, Iit. was often expressed 1n more vicious forms than
before 1830. Aninﬁl-nnim:i.ng became more prevalent, a]rthough the |
incidents were more often the result of perso_nél grudges and
sudden anger than part of the;. social revol"b._ In Wirittle, in
1831, there was an u.npl’ea_.sah‘l.: case of" p:r.g-mlm:mg at a time when
the parish was considerably d:i;stizu:c-lt:’ed.= 174 A group of boys, who
had been seen with a scythe blade, tried to .stop John Quin. from
working on the farm of Samuel Tucking. A short time later a
pig belonging to Incking and a Mrs. Elizebeth Barlow was. found - '
‘with deep cuts, one of whi&;h was eleven.inches long. Suspicion |
raturally fell on the boys who were committed for trial. They
were found not guilty a2t the Michzelms Qu,art;ez: Sessions 18_31..
Another case involved Robert Wass of Colne Engaine accused in
1837 of "maliciously and feloniously killing a sheep". 175
Incidents of sheep-sfea]_.ing .con':binued at a high level .
during the 1830's but showed a marked decline after 1843. There
is a close correlatlon between poaching and: incendierism; a

different relation ex:.sts between arson and sheep—stea.l:.ng.

Between 1834 and 1840: when cases of 1ncend1arlsm were relatively ' k
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infrequent, sheep-stealing was rife.. __.I_n.the 'following decade N .
P . 176 . - ) . ‘

the position was reversed.

Date ' : Commitments for arson Sheep-stealing -

1834 S *-':'2_ | . S
o . - .—:..i. e
1856 . “ - o 22 |
16

1837
1838
. 1839
1840 | .
181 | I | - . - 21
1842 s | | B
1843 ' 2 2_;— . _'. 18
sy e |
s B
1846 . s
1847 BRI
18,8 - 9
1849 -y
1850 : _iij_ 8

W oy

17 LT
21 i

n

@ U NN v o

Occasional fireé and threatening letters continued to
disturb the countryside in ti'le decade after the riots. In order .

to, deter potential incendiaries, farmers sent their labourers




along to watch the execut ion of fire-raisers. Most of the 1,200

177 Unpiapularvfamei'.s were: the reciﬁients of threatening

spectators at the hanging of James Passfield were agricultu.ré.l ;

worker.S.
motes. William Tyler a labourer earning only 5/64 a week
expressed his discontent in a message to his employer, Isaac

Belcher of Sandon. The note contained some personal abuse and

a picture of & man in a coffin surrounded by mourners. i

"Starvegut Belcher if you'--don't go better- great will '
be the consequénce and what do you think Jou must alter or
mst 'be set fire this comes from London nose 1s as long sharp
as a flint you ought to pay yeur men_“.

Coﬁditions b'et‘v'&een' 183'1 end 1835 almost certainly improved

78 i

f‘cr the na.aorlty of the agricultural workers. 1o In 1834, however,

Parliament passed & measure wh:Lch was to re—klndle the Pires of f. :

‘rural agitation.. - ' o .




" Commissioners recommended that able~bodied labourers who could

was not practical, the poor were to be given relief but half of

Pollowing a report of a Boyai Commission, the pi:a.ot:i.ce
of giving outdoor relief to able-bodied lebourers was ended
by the Foor Lew Amendment Act. Although reports indicated that
the habits of the poor had "decidedly improved” and. that they
were “"more indmstrious®, 1 the position of the unemployed worker
got woree after 1834, Crime increased by 21% 2 in 1837 largely -
‘becanse "they have bwomammh more daring; instead of living
partlyontheparishandparﬂyonpoachingandplunder, they
live entirely wupon dﬂpre'htion" 3 | - .
In the Tendring Hundred the workers formed a combination,

%exhibiting in many of its features an illegal character?, in
order to safeguard their employment. *

The ending of relief to able-bodied paupers was not effected
overnight. In a circular, dated 8th November 1834, the Foor Law

not get work should be employed dy the pa.r:lsh. - Thedr wages were _
to be less. than those of ordibary labourers, If parish employment '

it was to be in kind, In parishes which had workhouses suitable
for accommodating and giving work to the poor, sble-bodied paupers v
were %6 be sent there, ° The grenting of relief in kind led to ;
protests at Stebbing § and in Ardleigh & bread weggon, carryirg
supplies for the Tendring Union, was intercepted and escorted out




1R

ofthepa.rish.7'

The ending of outdoor relief led to more protests. The |
Relieving Officer of the Thaxted district was abused by twenty i
or th.i-.rty:men who  claimed that they had'iostl three days work and
'unle_ss' they were paid, blood .would be spilt. The unfortunate
official wes also "iu-u-sga" ty George Bowlett at Little Bardfield :

8. At Great

who threatened to knock him and the constable down,
Holland three labourers were refused relief and told to enter .
Thorpe workhouse., They replied that they would not go there I
for all the Boards of Guardians in England. Ome of the paupers,
Solomon Dreper, went to Mr., Stubbin, the Relieving Officer,
denn.nding "money or victuals®, .When his demands were refused,
he called in six men who took the relief, After Stubbin had
warned them of the consequences, the men replied "we'll be -
dueeesod if we care, we shan't be worse off _:I.fiwe'do".. 9

The new Poor Iaw, said to be the "salvation" of Eisex,
undoubtédly cut the poor.rates dramtically. Foor Law expenditure
per head of population fell from 17/6a in 1834 to 9/94 in 1838, |
In the Tendring Union the money expended on poor relief had been ' |
reduced by 55% by 1838, in the Epping Union by 49% and in the
Helstead Union by 48%. ° The refusal to give outdoor relief to ' -
able-bodied labourers and their famllies wes usually adhered to
but occasionally the regulations had to be relaxed. In the
Halstead Union during the winter of 1840-1 when the workhouse
was nearly full, some of the families of :-able-bbdied_ paupers were




given relief outside the house, This had to be contimed because
of a scarlatina outbreak,- The Guardiams reported that-as soon
as the’families. received the money, the paupers left the work-
housel e The local Guardians were normally more humane than

the Commssioners 1o London, James Willis, an able-bodied

pauper of Earls Colne, applied for relief.and was given a ticket
to‘ the workhouse for himself and his family. His wife refused -
to go and the family faced starvation, The Guardians gave them
outdoor relief ‘for one week but received a mild rebuke for their
action from the Commissioners who re-affirmed that the family

had to enter the workhouse, 12 ' The. Commissioners also rejected

- an attempt by the Guardians of the Dummow Union to give occasional

relief in kind to large families, 10
The New Poor Law achieved considsreble initial success
in compelling workers to find work, In Sible Hedingham where

the average munber of paupers during the winter was 140, the

- mumber of unemployed in one week in July 1835 was 89, - A year
* later, after the formation of the union, no-one Was out-of

employment. The good harvest of 1836 may have had some effect -

on the unemployment figures but in the Dunmow Union, which had

‘been established before the Halstead Union, there were hardly

enough men in the-wbrkhotihe’ in the summer of 1835 to work a

handmill, L It is possible, however, to follow the example

of Dr. Hasbach and exaggerate the effects of the 1834 Act, 15

In Braintree after five years of the union, an observer con-

1.32-
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cluded that ",..... it was confidently expected that its

operations would tend, in general, to raise the lavouring-

poor from a state of pauperism to comparative independence; -

as to which I am not so confident it hes, as yet succeeded,

at least to the extent contemplated; 'peu':'ha_.ps the muiber of

permanent paupers has been reduced, but the mmbers in general

bave materially increased since the commencement of the union®.

Although the average anmal expenditure for the period 1836-40
was only £1,807. 28, 54d compared with an apbrbx:i'.mte average

of £2,107 for the period 1832-5, the mumbér of persons re-

ceiv.tng outdoor relief increased between 1836 and 1840,

Av e munber receiv: outdoor relief 'Brainh-ee Uﬁion

1836

1837
1838

C 839
180

1008 (3)
180
2023 (3)
2007
2797 G)_

(N.B. It was not until the third quarter of 1836 that

the mumber of ohildrern were included with gdults

receiving relief)

The :anrease was the result of several ractors. the

increased munber of a.pplications for midwivea, f'uneral e@enses

and sickness bene.fits;-
guardians and relieving

the lack of firmmess on thé part of the
officers in refusing relief; loans which

6 i




were made but geldom recovued- but above all, the attitude of
the poor who still rega.rded -roney raised by the poor retes as
llﬁjr gamll 18
Despite the support given to the New Poor Law by some local o
newspapers, petitions for the repeal of ‘the Act ocutmnbered those
applauding the sterné: ﬁée.sures. ;Petifions against the Act were
sent to Parliament from many part of the county in 1837=8, | : L
including the Chelmsford Unicn, the Lexden and Winstree Union, :
Halstead, Rawreth, Breintree, Bockirg, Coggeshall, c§1chestw, e
Maldon and Tlm:idersley. 13 Opposition wes ot restricted to the
poor; in Colchester there was said to be a disﬁ.ke of the New
Poor law emorg the middle and upp& classes. Z)‘ The Rev, Jee of

Thaxted reported that his parish was in "a.n almost lawless state"

beeause of unemployment, low wages and the severity of the poor '
lew, 2 The Rev, Maberly of Bourn néar Caxton, Cambridgeshire,
distributed handbills calling on the poor to attend a meeting
- on Saffron Wp.la.et.x common at roon on 16th July 1836 to petition
ageinst thie poor law, Although it was not expected that the
meeting imzld lead to a breach of the peace, the Mayor of
Saffron Walden toék measures to prevent a.zw disorde:rs. The Mayor §
was informed that "Mr, Maberly's conduct has been brought under :
Lord John Bassell's notice®s 22 |

The Essex Standard printed la mumber of repb;';i:a concerning
the emellent condition of the Colchester workhouse Where there

wes an "evident desire to promote the comfort and heppiness of
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its various classes of inmates”, 23 _"pginfort"_;and. "happ:iness" were '
seldom the lot of tﬁq :I.mm.tes of workhouses where the officials
were tyremnical or incompetent, The mster of the workhouse at |
Sible Hediﬁgham was Yaddicted to drunkeness aﬁd totally incompetent;‘_
to fu.'lﬁllf_;he duties of the office he holds", 2* The chief aim __
of the poor lew officisls was to meke the conditions in the work-
houses more unpleasant than those of the lowest paid lsbourers.
Inmates were set to work performing the most monotonous or -back-
breaking tasks. In the Halstead world;xouse the able-bodied paupers .
‘were divided :mto two sections; one group was employed "at the -
m11" end the others picked ocskum, 22 The separation of husbands .
and wives wes another ceuse of misery. A Eraintree teilor cleimed : -
that he would rather die in the streets than be torn from his |

26 In the Colchester workhouse William

wife and children,

Sallowes assaulted Joseph Dennis, one of the serjeants at

mace, after his wife and family had been parted from him, 2
. The diet in the workhouses acted as amother deterrent

to "idleness", Mr. John Taylor complained to the Halstead

Guardians that great illness prevailéd in the union workhouse

because of an insufficient diet and suggested that vegetables

- should be allowed. 28

Another cormplaint came from Mr, 'Grice-, the
medical officer of the Dunmow Union, He mmintained that the
quantity of £ood given to en able-bodied man was quite in-

sufficient and that thé weight of bread allowed was much less
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than tha'l‘:hof. a labourer ou_"ts:i_.de the workhouse. Grice concluded
that the labourer's healt.h-'wéuld "be_ affet_:ted if he remained in
the workhouse for any length of time. >0 As a result, the amount
of gz'qé:l. and bread given to the peupers wes increased, The Foor.

. Law Commissioners were anxious to min‘ﬁa:!.n the policy of "semi-
starvation" and advised the Guardians of the Tendring Union to .
employ only those doctors who would give the sick poor no mtton. x
The diet for the male able-'bodied paupers in the Tendring Union . |

~ was as follows, 31. N

Breakfagt = 6ozbresd
11 pints of gruel
Ianch

i pota.toes

5 oz cooked meat  Sunday, Tuesday
j and Thursday -

1} pints of soup Monday, _
' Wednesday and Saturday

14 oz of suet or .

rice pudding i S
Supper _ 6 oz bread Sundey, Tuesday i

1% pints of broth} and Thursday i

6 oz bread " "Monday, Wednesday .

2 oz cheese Fridsy and Saturday )

;[ Approximate calorific value of meals on Sundey, Tuesdsy and
Thursday = 1600 calories. (Br‘ead 640, gfﬂe’l or broth 480, potatoes : E
170, meat 370) Ga]or:.f:.c value of mea.ls on Mozﬂay Wednesday and |

Saturday = 1350 (Bread 6!.0, soup or gruel 480, cheese 2%0). The
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quantity of arizk given is- not kriown but -the calorific value of theA
meals fellwellbelowthenﬂm.mnmrequiredforananto mintain

m ' Calories requir ed to maipthin
_ | ‘ o v}e;'ht:_at rs of age .
'8 stone L 2,50
9 stone _ S - 2:70_0  | .
10 _ stone - L B | 12,850
10} stone . 3,000
11 stone = - o 3,200; ]

Despite improvements in the quantity and quality of food,
 the .diet' in Union workhouses was con'sidéz'ﬂab_:l\y more spartan than
thet in a well administered workhouse before 1834, Dimner for
the able-bodied pauper in the Chelusford workhouse in 1817 22

‘consisted of;

_ Sunday Beef with suet pudding and vegetebles L
Monday Bread and cheese

Tuesday ~  Cold neat and vegetables
_flédn_é_sdé& Beef and vegetables
Thursday ':  Pork with vegeta'bles
- Fridey I Oox c’heeks‘-a.ﬁd vegetables
| Setwady . Soup from bones left over from the week.
The conbimt:.on of u.npleasar!t work, poor diet and separation -
from one's family led to the Union workhouses becoming hated places.
The .Northern Star reported a case of;-- a "poor old man®, Benjamin



Hemwnd, who hanged himself rather then enter the "Bastille", >
Rioting was commn, especially in 1843, and in the Dunmow
wo_rk'house: the screaming of the womeii was reported to be -
"Iquitg alarming®. 3k In Decembeu:- 1835 a fire, wh:.ch my h_ave
been started delibarately, broke out in bulidings belorging
to the Saffron Walden ﬁbrkhou,se. The_'.".lpier ofdeis"'mﬁise&
to help, shouting "let it burn, it camnot be at a better place,"
"no Poor Laws", a.ml "put it out yourselves", 3 )
Ai;tackﬁ on the i;efson or property of union officers
were common, . Mr, Franklin, a Guardisn of Thaxted, was retiring
to his bed when his windows were shattered but the culprits
escaped. 36 The most serious incidents took place in 'i:h;
Halstead Union. On 19th Jamuary, 1836 a mndred paupers
 gathered outside the Bell Inn, Castle Hedingham, wheve the
Guardians were meeting. The business was prolonged and the
crowd became restless. As the entrence to the imn was blocked,
some force had to be used to clear it, Teking advantage of the
confusion, the paupers began throwing stones at the windows of .
the imnn, aiming at the Guard:.ans inside; The windows of the
houses of G. Hbttidg_e of ﬁsf‘le_ Hedingham and W, Fisher of
Sible E_[eain'gham were als0 broken. _After the rioters had
dispersed, £25 was offered for the apjrétiension of the ring-
leaders. 51 According to one report, the Metropolitan Police
38 ' '

were called to mtore o'rdea;_, Soon after the riot, the

paupers had their revenge by firing a rick belonging to Ashurst
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Yo jendie, Chatrman of the Board. 57 In the same Union a
mmber of paupers--.in.théiworkhouse refused to work and were
sent to prison. 40 The deatruction :of Majendie's stack began -
a wave of incendiarism in the Halstead area in 1836 and 1837,
On 27th October 1857 farmers attended a meeting in Halstead
to d:.scuss measures to catch the perpetrators of the fires. X
'In the '.I!éﬂr;ing Union a sinist& note addressed to "Mr, Wicked" i
msfo_undinhd_leig’h.._ e | . S | . ]
| "Gh:.ldren from thare mothers |
‘Men from thare wivs
Staﬁe: poor fénﬁ.l:l.és
had 'better take thar lives
they hve !nd thare degire
i f'ea.r it Will Epnd with
a Union of f:.a-"
By 182;.7 the or:.g:l.m.l lm.rshneas of the New Poor law had
been mitigated. Accordiig to one source, "they (the Boards

of Guard:.a.ns) began to set at def:.ance the uka.ses .of the Central !
'Boara....... and Outdoor relief wh:l.ch....... the widespread distress
. made more tha.n ever necessary, became again universal'. k2 This

is an e.zaggeration but it helps to explain why relief "in aid

of the wages of the poor of High Easter" was giv_en in consequence ‘ t
 of the high price of provisions in 1847, %3 At the begiming of |
the twentieth cent'tn'y the Victoria County History expressed its
disapproval that in parts of North Essex "a great deal of outdoor

relief is still given, nth the usual result of discouraging thn.ft" u"



Chapter IX OFFOSITION :TO_THE ANGLICAN CIERGY
AND THE INFLUENCE OF METHODISM.

One of the most interesting featl;reé' of the 1830 riots .
was the hatred shown by the h‘bourers towards the Anglican: |
cl@rg This hatred existed ttwugheut mch of the period
1800-1850 and was shown in many agr:.cultural count1es. At
Iawsha.ll in Suffolk a letter in 1816 amounced that three farm-
houses were to‘be set onf:.reandthepa.rson "burnt inhis

bed‘. 2

During the riots in Kent, in 18%0, & labourer threatened,
"ye will destroy the cornstagks and threshing machines this year, b
" next. year we 1:111 have a 'I:urnnth the ﬁézfaqns, and the third we
will meke war on the sﬁate’s’xhen"'- 2 _ | |
‘There can be little: dou'bt 'of ‘the poor spiritual state of ;.
the church at the beg:um:l.ng of the mneteenth century. Ma.r@
clergy had qbviou_sl_y _x_nissed.-. their true vocation; a most notable
mn;plé"being Sir Hemry 'Ba:l:e Dudley at one time curate-in-charge -
of Bragwell. A famus duellist he became: known as the "fighting -:L
-Earsqn". He was & friend of the Prince Regent and Garrick and a |
pah'o'n' of G'ains‘bomug-h. He was edito:’r’of the Morning Post for
a time, sta.rted a number of newspa.pers a.nd served a t'welve month '
| sentence for libelling the Duke of Richmnd. He was also a well- . E
kmown huntsmn, and is reported to have clanbered on to the roof -

of a church to kill a Pox, 5




Plureliem and non-residence were common features of the
church at the time.. According to'thé Quarterly Review, it was O
possible to tell by the behaviour of the hbourere, the appearance '
and cloth:l.ng of their children, and the state of their cottages :
and gardens whether the incunbent was res:l.dent or non-resident in

4

the parish and whether he took an interest in his flock. Pluralism

and nbn-residence were ‘ﬁ.fe'- :l.n Essex, - The Kent and Essex Mercury . {
concluded that " nowhere is reform more necessa.ry than in mny
parishes in this djocese. If required, we ourselves could point - |
out twenty adjoining perishes in a ecertain district of Essex,
where two-th:.rds of the incunibents are absent, leaving the church
services to be scanti]y performed by, we fea.r, very J.mdequately
remnerated curates. In some pa,rts it is. not uncommn for one
clergymen to have the cureof two or -even three parishes", 5
Although there were mimistérs who actively attempted to '
improve the conditions of their poorer parishioners, the typical
' attitude of the clergy was revealed in the renﬂ.niscences of a
Norfolk poacher. His father was allowed 2/6d from the perish and
his mother was forced to work in the fields. ."Did the Parson help { L
them - 1o he told them to be contented with there lot, and mke the,l?:
most of what they had got". 6 (origiml spelling and pumttmtio’n) =
A preyer a.t the time of the 183) riots :l.mplored God to "have pity.....

on the simple and ignorant who have been- led astxay, and recall
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them to a sense of their au'l;v;...........-".7 When the clergy.
: attempted to intervene to :i.mprove the lot of the labourers,
their exhortations wers full of pious advice, totelly irrelevent
to the needs of the poor. A parphiet emtitled "Riiendly Hints to
my Poor Parishioners® was eirculated-in the disturbed area of
Kirby, Walton and uzhbrpe-léqeoken. Lfter giving details on
making soup, the ingredients of which were beyond the pocket
of mat of the poor, the minister concluded- ' '
"Pay your debts, 'be honest, kind and gentle towards a.ll
men ard thus love your neighbour, Iove God with all your _
heart-smcoamkmwsyourﬁeartamnevermltoaay S
your prayera®, | _ . :
Not surpr:.s:.ngly, the Kent and Essex Memury called hima
"pious quack"! | ' _ |
Although plurelist and non-resident ministers were attacked
by reformers, the batred of the labourers was. reserved, not for
those who neglected their duty, but for the clergy who were over- l
zealous in local affairs and :Ln enforcing their rights. Bate
Dudley was loathegl by the labourers less fo:p his eccentz:icities-
than for his vigorous 'a'.ctioﬁ in crushing. diattmba;lces. Already
well known for his faratical opposition to peaching,in 1800: he.
was thanked for ."slxp-pressing_a spirit of insurrection which
menifested itself in the parish of Steeple in the month of June

19-81?"-' 9 .After becoming a prebendary of Ely, he was very active



" @uring the riots in that city in 1816, The clergy appeared in |
evexry way to ally 'ﬁhemselveg ﬁth_ the ruling classes.and opponents
of the poor. In 1831 there were 51 clerical nngistfates in
Essex (out of a total of 17). 10 Many cbntenpdm;i}y writers
rea.lised the dangers when the ministerial duties of a clergyman
were eoupied w:l.th those of the magistracy. The clergy ran the
risk of being "mch disliked by the nﬂ.ddlmg and lower ola.sses of
people" and panshos were left "to the inﬂuence and intrusion
of sectaries while th_'ei'r.-- proper pas'bog's areengaged in what is
vulgarly called justice business®, 11 The clergy weve: often
the most ‘zea.lou's of the Just:.ces; One prom:l.nent magistrate,
the Rev, G. ._Leapingweli of Good ﬁst&,_ _’z‘gcgived two letters in
1816 ttn-eateﬁing to mirder him andburndawn his premises. 12
During the period 1829-51 the clerg',} were subject to threats
and violence, Two corn stacks belonging to the Rev. Lewis Wy
of Great. Yeldham were fired :’m Ja.ma.ry 1829. . Two Bow Streef
Bunners were hired and Inndbllls s offering £200; for information
regarding the perpetrator of the crime, were printed, & An
inflammatory letter was sent to the Rev, Watkinson of Barls -
Colne on 12th Decenber 1830, T and in March 1831 an attempt
was made to set fire to the house of our ”wrtby -and -exemplary
vicar" at (?) Harwich, 15 The chief cause of the hatred shown
toward the clergy at that time was the t:.the quest:.on, which
"was in the very centre of. the sec:ml agitations that en:led in
the rising of 18%0...." .':l"6 'I.'he Rev. W.M. Hurlock, Lecturer of

Dedham, on the day.'beféré h:Ls tithe composition received a letter
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with two matches eﬁmlos’e‘&'g "Set thy house in order for thou
shalt die and not live. - Prepare your wicked Soul for death - |
you and your yﬁdlé.Crevv are biggest Paupers in the Parish, There
is pot a Parmer in the Parish but what hates yous.... your House .
shall come to the ground". 17 In the Tendring Hundred the
farmers blamed tithes, among other fimancial burdems, for
their :i.mbilitj to pay higher wageé. ‘18 Their answer to the
‘labourers was "we cannot ;.pg.y'_mre"a;'s the rents and tithés are
8o high = you mst go to' the clergy and landowners and get them
to reduce their rents and ti;hhe_s a.nd we will then pay you higher
wages", B s a résult_,- the labourers attempted to put pressure
on the tithe-holders. A mob collected in Tendring, where the
incurbent was said to pocket upwards of £900 annue1ly, end
myociferated” loudly against tithes, 2 At Little Glacton after
the farmers cleaimed that thqy could not afford to pay their men |
2/3a a day, the ﬁbtez's_saic?., "tha.tin order to enable them
to pay that sum, they would gc; to the tithe feast, and force
the gentleman who received 'thg tithe to give the farmers back
half their money. .The .fazﬁeu-s. told them they would give them 2s.
o agn, 2 T

The tithe question was more serious in pa:_r:léhes where the
clergy insiated-"ﬁpoon pa.yment in kind, When the yeomanry assemblédéf )
on Tendrifg Heath to put down the riots in December 18%0, a farmer

ahoufed "Is there & parson amongst us who collects his tithe in
kind? If there is; he is not a fit subject to join us". To the



accompaniment of cheers, one young clericel mgistrate tumed.
his horse mund and rode oﬁ'. ?2 At Little Oakley in 183
there wa.s great mm‘lw 'between a chumhmrden and the mnister
"who ta.kes his tithes in I::Lnd of me af‘ter firat vioht:.ng an
agreement mede with me and a.fterwa.rds refusiqg to accept any
reasonable conpesition' or fair mode of reference....".

The most notorious ifstance of tithes beirg taken in
Kind wes in the liberty or hundred of Haverirg-atte-Bower,
_where. the lay tithes were held by New College, Oxford. The
right to collect the tithes in the Hornchurch division was
leased to the Rev, Bearblock and sons and Mr. Morgan for £3,500
and the small tlthes in. the Romf'ord dius:l.on to the Rev, Rawbone
for £2,l|00. Formerly the farmers had pa.id & modus in lieu of .
rendering hay in kind a.nd another in he_u of giving lambs., The
lessees had reverted to taking the tithes inkind, Although the
modus deted back to 1641 or befecj:'e, 'Eh'é_ tithe payers case was
dismissed because there'was' no proof that the modus existed in
1180. As a result, the pet:.t:.oners ha.d to pay £3,000 in coatl.
The effect of tithe in kind was d:.sastmus for some farmers.
Formerly th_e modus on lanbs was 14 for each animal, t_hat-:l.s
104 for thetithe lazb, By taking the laub itself (value
£1, 8s, 0d.), the tithe-man secured & profit of £l. 7s. 2d.
Milk was jcollected every tenth day, so that on that day calves
had to go without or drink stale milk, ‘._A“"l':ithe- on all egge and :
potatoes wes also ta.ken. j,héﬁthe-man, instesd of being content ’



' with every tenth row of potatoes, dsmanded that the potatoes
should be measured at the end of' each day's work. This pre-
vented the farmer from washing and sorting them in time foi
the early market the following day. ﬁe financial loss to -

. the farmers was very great; The amount of modus paid on 97
acres of old pdﬁtu;-e land for f&:rteen yén-a was £éé.125. 8d.
As a result of the charges by the Rev. Bearblock, the amount
paid on tt_‘1e land for the same period ﬁas N, 'z.a.aoé. On the
97 acres of la.nd, the farmgr was forced to pay over £50 each

year. Not swprisingly, discontent over tithes. gréw so great

‘that at the time of the 1830 riots an official seid Sir, the -

' conduct of the ‘parson is such that I dare not swear in those

,properl persons who would othe;ﬂisé_ bg sworn.'inﬂ'as-special.don;

stables”. 2 ! ‘ _
The Tithe Commtation &ct (1836) did not always .end the

antagonism between MB and.the .'cle_rgy. The -mea_sﬁ-e, g

| parsons' Act", was attacked by G Ruffel who citéd the case of

his father, an Essex farmer. Before 1836 the tithe wes 2/6d

an acre on arsble land and nothing on the marshes. After the

Act, the tithe was assessed at_7/- per acre on the areble and

3/64 per gcr'é on the marshes (*a fine plum for the parsons™), 2
The Commtation Act did, however, place the assgasment of tithes
| on a more rational basis a.na.-..h:elpe'd to end the wrangling between
. incunbents and farmers. The decline of thgi'"tithe question" and

the growing aﬁoa.r’enesg amng the clergy that the Gospel of Christ

26

involved social concern,

led to a gradnal change in the attitude

7.



of the Church to the labourers' movements., During the agricultural.

workera' strike in north E’sfsez: in 191&-,- subpért for the men was
given by the ﬁ'enr.,E.G,. Maxted, Vicar of Tilty and & well-known
socisilst. The Rev. Hugh Fleming of Ashdon, one.of the parishes
involved, attempted to effect:a reconciliation between the |
farmers a.nd their men. 27 The newly appointed Bishop of
Chelmsford a.n:'a.nged a meeting between the two sides but the
farmers refused to attend, ins;etixg that only individual |
agreements betwaen msters and employere were agreeable, 28
Although the attempts at rwoncil:mt:.on failed, the attitude

of the clergy was & considereble advance on that of Sir Henry
Bate Dudley in 1800, ‘

One feature of the -'i‘endring Hundred between 1&1 and 1851 was
the remrkahle growl:h in chapel-'building Neither the Wesleyans
nor the Primitive Methodists ga:l.ned mch ground in Essex except
in the north-eastern corner of the county. Although there my
have ‘been no direct comection between methodism and the netl
in the Tendring Hundred botb. were forms of pmteet and pre- |
suppoeed some independence amng the Ja.'bourers. Methodism offered
them the practical experience of _admin_istration. in the running of
the chapel. Nothing is known about the leaders of -the Tendring
Agrim;ltural Isbourers’ Union in. 1836 but it may not have been
a coincidence that the fomt:.on of the first organised agri-
cultural workers union in Essex’ was in an area: where methodism

had spread so rapidly.



The extent of Methodist inf]n'ence' in the hundred was seen

in the 1851 census, 2
' Church " ‘Poor law or Registration Districts with opu ﬁbn

Lexden  Billericay Chelmsford Dendring

- 149

-(214-,66'6)» (23,787) (32,272)  (27,700) - :

hnglican - - T 3
Wesleyan | s 3 3 0»
Primitive Methodist 3 a - v . 5
Wesleyan Reformers ] - ' - - . -

In 1794 the Haxwich circuit (later to be called the
Menningtree circuit) wes formed and in the same year preachers were

reported in Great Olacton. A smell society was formed but it lapsed

t

until it was restarted in 1822, A chapel was opened in 1824, The -

congregations were large and some of 1_:he seats were occupied "by
the most respectable inhafbitants of the place”, In 1836 there.
were 43 members but in 1843 the munber had fallen to 30, all of
whon were described as "believers”, - At Little Clacton in 1829
services were held fortnightly on Sundsys at 10 o'clock and the
membe’rsiaip t.otalled__ ten ocut of a popuhtion-of 494, Until the
chepel was built in 1-851,.meetings were held in a thatched

~ cottage, the residence of Mr. and Mrs. James Gole. In 1838

it was recorded that services were regularly "l_:.eld‘ "in a dwelling-
place occupied by Cole". It seems likely that these meetings were
being held severdl years before 1838 and ceused some anﬁety to the



Chm'ch authorit:.ee, for. two ‘months aftexr the riots in Clacton,
the. following resolutlon was adoptea "Whereas certam parish
clerks have been guilty of sch:l.sm in attend.ing Conventicles and ‘
emcounging, either d'i.rectly or indirectly, othera to do the ' '
same, We, the M:.nisters, Ghu.rchwa.rdens and. Pa.rishorm-s determine
to elect no person to tbat off:._ce who shall not prom:.se previocusly
to such election to resign the said officé as soon as he should
have violated one or both of 'ﬂ_:e folloﬁ.pg ‘conditiqns and promises. I |
"I..-....bromiae fa.:.thf\:.'l.'ly that if I shall by my presence :
or othermse encourage the Comrent:.cle and thus 'become guilty of :
schism to the pre:;udice of the Chumh of England, I will imnediatel,y .

resign the office of p,an_sh clerk to which I am now about to be

elected",
- Little Clacton o ‘John L. Kirby (Vicar) S
February 1831 . Abraha.m Fisher Chm:-chwardens '

Thomes Hicks -

The most ammsing part of this document is the end, because
" Abraham Fishu- later became a stﬁumh Methodist} t
One view put forwerd by npdez"n hiatorians i that after 18%, :
the poor turned éither to terrorism or. religion in response to
defeat. 31 In Essdx, however, rehg:.ous rev:.valism was gréater

 between 1821 and 1830 then the périod 1831-1840.



1801-1810
1811-1820

1821-18%0

1831-1840

181..16185'6. '

New mee% es (Wesleyans, Primitives and other
: Annn:.a.n Methodists) 32

Temporary | :  Permenent
R - -
2 | 2
37 11
18 . 2
4 6

Apart from the congregations established in Great and

Iittle Glacton , meetings were also held in Kirby (after 1826)

and Ramsey (after 1822) ... 3 5’ In both of these pa.nshes machine-

brea.king occurred in ~1830.
may have been methodists but no deta:.led records surv:.ve to provide
ev:.dence, although some of the rames of prominent -methodists have

been recorded, These mlude James Cole, whose brother Williem was

transported for mchine-‘breahng 'l’honas Li.nnett , and & Sunday

School superintendant ’ Stephen Eade. Eade and Linnett may have

been the rioters of the same name who received sentences of seven’

years tnhsportati.on--end- ohe year's imprisozment respectively

for breaking threshing mechines.

It is poaslble that some of the rioters

!
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Chspter X AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS' UNIONS AND

(2) The Tendring Mcultmi.hbowsf Union,
The yeei-e between. 1830 and 1872 form & twilight. period

when the labourers, thwarted in their a.ttempts at direct a.ct:l.on

but not in a position to form a nat:.one.l union, reverted to ' '

:lncendia.r:.sm as the chlef form of socnl protelt. There is,

however, evidence of a.t least one local a.gr:.cultm'al workers'

union during the 1830"5. The Tenﬂring Agricultural Labourers'

' Union was formed in 1836 w:Lth its headquarters in Thorpe-le-

Soken, a parish which had been on the fringe of the riots in

1830. 1 The Union bhad an entrance "rfee of two shillings and |
sixpence and a monthly subscription of _e. _s’h_ill:l_.ng.- :'liexnbe:'s were -
fo;‘pidden to work for less than twolshillings a day or twelve
shillings a week mth beer, If beer was x__zof: given, thefa.rmer

had to pay an extre threepence a da.y or eighteen pence a week.

The wages were to rise and fall 'a'c_co:_;'ding' to the price of flour.

One shilling a day was to be paid out of union funds to labourers
who were sacked for refusixg to accept lowec_:- we.gee_ than those agreed
by the union. No member was to work a threshing machine or seek
employment on a faim vhere & .nachine was used. Menbers were not

to work for azw mster who employed non-u:aion labour unleee the »
men had been emp]oyed befbre April (1836) in which case nenibers |

were to use their disoretion. 2 v , : . v



The union quickly réceiv_.eb_. At'z_r._w_rél.c_oge_ publicity when ﬁ‘.ve-
lebourers, said to be members, appeared at the Summer Assigzes
charged with conspiring fqgether to reise wages and assaulting
William Smith at Little Brc:;inley. They were found not guilty of
the first offence but co#victed_. on -very acant& evidence of the
second. Smith had left Grundisburgh (Suffolk) to come to work for

Mr. Richardson of Little Bromley, He agreed to procure two Suffolk ., |

men for Mr. Nunn, another farmer, The priéohers were each given
three weeks in gaol. In evidence, it was revealed that umion
membership was 1,200. 3

The union soon ran into opposition from farmers and local

'newspapers, especially the Essex Standard and the Colchester and

-Chelms:f_:‘ord Gazette, One farmer said that' he would rather let
his crops rot on the ground than give vay_'. to the labourers!

demands, l'.

Another scurce of opposition was the Bstablished
Church, The Rev. Robez‘t.Ed_ezi,"' curete of Peldon, castigated

the union.as "a wrong and'unchriétian aiJ.‘:_'a.a.ncg", 5 and the Rev,

' Go Tufnell. wré'l;e a pamphlet lupos:_i.ng the weakness of the com~
bination, © He claimed that the Parmers, faced with intimidation
by the men, Wwould immediately discharge 11 union members. He
celculated that if all members claimed their right.to a shilling
a day while out of work, the union funds totalling £175 would be
drained in thres and a balf days. Within a week the workers
would be -férced"bo seek re;enploynxent with their masters but at

lower rates because some of the harvest would already have been

“153.
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ga;fhered.

It is not clear what happened to fhe union., Attempts were
made to establish a smla.r combination in the Winstree Hundred
but by the end of July, the union in the Tendring Hundred was
'break:l.ng “UPe Member;wére' seeking work with their old employers,
convinced that union funds. were insufficient to suppart them if -
they were dismissed, 7 |

(b) Rural Chartism :in Essex,
The failure of the G.N.C.T.U., the harshness of the New
Poor Law and contimed social distress caused the working-class
to seek 'stnielioration ina new form of protest: chartism. In the
index to _Hovell'.s work 8 on the movement, Essex is mentioned only
once, Although"l,‘-{ssex Chartism was less spe;:tacu]slz'- than chartism
in the North anﬁ. 'Midla.nds-, it was t&éical :o-f the movement in rural
areas, The 1eaé.e_r_s. were usua‘.l‘i-y shopl_;eep-e'rs and (later) silk
weavers and the methods they used were non-violent. While their
colleagues in the north were arming 'E_hemselvég with pikes and
-muskets, the Essex Chartists were listening to lectures on -
astromomy. L - | _ ' :

An inta;resting- though .e:-mggeratec;i story about Bssex Chartism - .
concerned five of the ?olpuddlé- Martjrs. After their return to.
England, three were sétt;léd at Gr.eensteci and two at High Iava'.9

Shortly afterwards, the Essex Standard anmounced that in the

_Onga.r area, labourers were openly insulting their mmsters. The



paper had little doubt as to the origin of this’ "insubordination"
. and blamed the pardoned Doz;éhestef' labourers-. 10- The report on
the conduct of the agricultural workers was strbtg]_.& contested
by the Rector of High Laver, who described 'i:he men as “honest,
industrious, peaceable and well-disposed”. n According to the o
Morning Post, a chartist association had been established in
Greenstead and by "persuasion and terror” the labourers had

been forced to :join and p_ﬁy a weekly @wﬁpﬁon. _' The beershops
. were said to be more frequeqteﬁ and _no:i.,sie;r. Chartist newspapers
were circulated in the district. Meetings were originally held
. in the farmhouse at Greenstef usually during the time of Divine
Service but because the house was too smll,‘vthe' Chartists
assenbled in adjoining fields. At these meetings delegates

from Waltham Abbey, Epping, Harlow and Hatfield Broad Oak were
present -as,well» as orators from ]'.-onéon. Af one of these meetings g .
"the project of a general risi:)g was discussed and entertained". o -
. Because of the unsettled state of the district,farmers employed .
labourers during the hai"vest o;x_ different terms sd 1_:hat in cese
of desertion, the men were liable to sunna.ry punishment, 12

Determined et’:forts were mde 'b:y the chartists to enlist the

support of the agricultural labourers, especlally in the Spuﬂx of ‘
the county. Thése efforts were md&_ately_ | successful at Rawreth, ‘ b
Rayleigh and Great Baddow. > In July 1836 there was a mesting o
at Rawreth to form a working men's Association, the first of its. .

kind among farm lsbourers and the first to petition against the .



-"inf'erml "po;r law in Essex', LU One of- ‘;;he spe'a.kers, Thonas
Bedlow, attacked the corrupt House of Gomnnns s the mstocracy,
the poor law and the. clergy (espec:al]y the bishops). In
the Chelmsford theatre 2,000 attended a chartist meeting.
"Greasy smbck frocks were lounging ini aristocratic boxes and
hob milea shoes rested on stools intended for satin slippers,
while women and children filled up crevices and corna-s. Labourers
from the su.rround.:.ng districts were among those who failed to
- obtain admittance". 15 A yea.r. lgta;r- there was & meetn.ng- on
Gelleywood Common on 18th June 1839 at which '200;300 operafives
and agricultural labéurer's, attended. 16 . |

The first stage of Essex chartism ended in. 1839, after a plan
for a harvest strike in south-west Essex had feiled and the Newport
rising had frightened the mderate leaders, Although chartism
cbtained a footing in Witham Bnghtlirgsea s Maldon, Sible
. Hedingham, Wivenhoe and Mamingtree in 1842 , references to its '
influence a.mong the agr:l.cultu'al hbourars are very rare after
that date. 17 A;I.though the conditions wh:.g:h__bred chartism,

especially low wages and hatred of the New Foor law, were-“pz?ese’nt '

in Essex, the bulk of the agricultural workers were untouched by the

movement,
(c) The Revival of Incendiarism,

The failure of chartism to attract mich support from the
agricultural labourers confirmed the opinion that rural workers

hp.d ®a much keener appetite for bread than for the franchise", 18



Diseonfent contimed to be e_:q_;.ressed by fire-raising, espegial]y
during the winter of 1843-ll when a wave of incendiarism swept
through East Anglia an&'cbntimea without abatement until the
ea.rly summer, The increase in cases of a.rsen can be traced

in the cnmml offenders tables. 15

Cases of..Arson heard in High er Courts (Esqef:’!-. o Acﬂﬂ:als .

1840 g 2 S

1841 - .
1842 3 o 2
1843 2 | 1
wa . om
wms 9 . | 5

In 18!.4 all but orne of those eonv:i.cted of arson were sentenced

to transportation for va.ry:mg terms. .
Many of the areas which had been affected by disturbamces
in 1816~1819 and 1829-3i suffa-ed -once again from the work of
®3iebolical incendiaries", Th_e_ﬁr_e wa.é:"'_grea___t a,]anh" among the
farmers to the north of Bishops Stortford as a muber of
threatening letters were receivé, followed by malicious fires,
Further east there were nine cases of arson in 'ten- weeks in the
Braintree area, _21 Amtha' d:.strict affected was the north-
east of Essex, between Colchester and the Suffolk border, From
August 1842 to April 1843 ‘there were séven fires in West Bergholt

22

and two in the adjoining parish of Little Horkesley. In 1844

20
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it ‘was pearby Ardleigh where the disturbances were most serious;

158,

during one night' no less than three fires were seen burm.ng o

w:.th:.n two miles of each other According to the Suf‘.t‘olk
Chronicle, some local labourers tried to obstruct the fire-
men but the farmers and others hter praised the men for their
assistance, 2 ' | ..

In Manningtree and Tendrizg, meotings were held to offer

rewards for evidence l'eading to the apprehension of thé incendiaries. f'j

Fantastic rumours were circulated that the fires were the EEE

work of the Anti-Corn Law League or were _stariﬁéa by foreign

agents! Although the Easex Standard ndiculed the notion that o

the disturbances signified dlsu-ess » the Times reporter noted

that the fires had occurred in the Halstead, Tharted and Braintree

areas, where wages were the lowest in the county. 2 Cases of

poaching, usually a good :mdica‘bor of social conditions, great]y

increased. No fewer than eleven persons appeared at the Assizes

and Quarter Sessions of 1844 charged with 'be:u:g out at night armed Ok

with the intention of ta.k:mg game, in 1843 and 1845 there were
only two. 2

Another explanation of the discontent was the exceptiomally
dry summer of 1843; in the follmngmnter there was a great
deal of surplus labour because of the small amount of wheat to

be threshed. In some areas the barn labour was reduced by half, 26

Young boys were prjbably the first to be laid _off and this my t J

explain the youthfulness of some of the defendants appearing at

the Asgizes. William Sexby and Henry Smith, both aged eight,



Fig.18.

Chief areas affected by incendiarism . 3

(28u3-4)



John Hardy, eleven and Nathaniel Barton, twelve, were all
sentenced to terms of transportatlon in the Sunmner of 1844, 21
Hardy was said to have f:.red his mster's stacks a.t Steeple _
Bun;pstead after he tnd been beaten by him, Another ‘boy, a.ged
nine, set a barn alight at Ramsey out ef "mere wantoness". 28
The reappearance of threshing nnch:.nes aggravated ah
already tense situatién; .The three farmers .et.._-_jA,raleigh were
using smachines when fires occurred on thei;' ﬁfenﬁses 29 and
- threshing tackle wes among the -equipment. aesmyea by a blaze
at Wethersfield, > Richard Newnen__ of Hornchurch received a
note threatening to burn down his house because he had used

31 4 similar mte sent by William Taylor of Aldham

a machine,

to his employer, James Miles, revealed another grievance, Having

threatened Mr. Miles that "we will burn you down clean to the

grounde...." if he used his "n_xesheenﬁ again, Ta.jio:_:‘ urged his

employer to-'discha.rg‘e employees from other parishee and engage

men from his own vil.'lage, some of whom were out of work. Ne

barm would come to Miles if he en;ployed hJ:s "own" and thz-eshed

his corn with flails. If he failed to take heed to the warning,

' he was promised a "']_;ight'-". The note ende_d," ".There is no plees.

(police?) that we care fore because we are so strong a ’eompa.ny...32
With the increase in unemployment Poor- Law off:.cials were the

natural obaects of hatred.. A mnber of gua.rd:a.ens were among those



whose stacks or premises werg._&éstroy_ed by fire. A blaze was
started at Stisted where t_héré wa-s conéid’e;‘a'bf_l.e discontent because
of low wages and limited employment, - Nineteen paupers, including
fourteen able-bodied labourers, were sent to the Braintree Um.on
workhouse, After merching into Braintr:'ee in procession, ‘they
paraded in the streets for 'ée_freral hours disp‘la&i-:r& the:l.r orders
for edmission before -entering'-'the workhouse, 35 once again the
clerg were not exsempt from _a"fbta.cks ‘on their property. In May
1844 a fire broke out on the prenﬁises"bf the Rev, A, Fietcher

of Braintree,’ 3k

On 10th Maxrch m.neteen cotta.ges and & barn
were destroyed by a blaze on the properby of the Rev, B. Scale,
the incumbent of -antree a.nd a prominent magistrate, er:h:.n
an hour three-quart&s of an acre of ground was alight and
damage worth-£1,500 was 'done. 3 There was also & fife at
Glebe ‘Farm, Great Easton, the property of the trustees of the
Rector, the Rev. Paul Saumarez. 36 -

There were several-reports of obstructive bebaviour by
the labourers during the f'ires. Two of Mr, Ia.mbertfs employees
at West Ber_gholt impeded. & messenger _senf to call the fire
engine in Colchester. As a result of the delay, the damage
to the farm was mqh greater th#n was expected; - a. barn ,two
stables and a large cow-house vere deétr;ayed. 37 4 disorderly
mob hindered firemen extinguishing a- blaze at Pa.rsonage Farm,
Manuden on 10th December 1843, 38 .In the same month a hose was

cut when a fire was being taokled at High Roothing (or Roding). 39

1161



Although 1843-k4 was an exceptional period for ﬁre—miéizg,

there was little abatement in the incidents of incendierism

after that date,

L0

Date
184
: 1845_ |
1846

1847

ET- T

1849
1850

Commitments for Arson.
2a
9
5
7_
9 . -
. 1
8

Rude’and Hobsbawn suggest that social incendiariem lasted

until the 1860's A but it appears that in..Ess.ex it lingered until

the second decade of the twentieth century. M. Justice Brey

commented at the Essex Lent Assizes 191 that there were the

%usual cases of arson" to be heard and that incendiarism re-

meined a common offence.

42

After 1860 fires were normally

blamed on tremps and pedlars but in 1914 therq_‘oécu;'red a

classic example of incendiarism during a dispute between

fa.rmm:'s and their men. ILebourers in Helions Bumpstead, -

Steeple Bumpstead, Ashdon and Ridgewell went on strike for

higher wages and the recognition.of their union, After the

dispute had dragged on for nea.rly five months, the patience of

the men was at an end. Five new stacks, completed with the

help of outside labour, were fired in Birdbrock and Steeple

Bunpstead.

43
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. CONCIDEION

Although the focsl point of this dissertation is the
Urevolt"? of 1830 it is essential to place the .events of that
&ee.r. in their true. perspe'ctiv_e. Riot:.ng wa.s' not confined to - N
the first half of the nineteenth cemtury; in 1772, riots
affected at' least sixteen parishes, only three féewer than
18%0, Yet the reasons for the tension chariged during the
first two decades of the riineteenth centuryfl. Unemployment and
low wages and. not the h:l.gh pr:.ce of bread ‘were the main grievances
in 1830. 4 pa.rallel can be seen in Erench hJ.story, in 1789 and
1794 the urban mobs called for a meximm on pr:l.ces, by 1848 tize' )
demand was for work. * The decline in local industries, the
agricultural depression and the inc,zeasé-_in population led to a
pool of surplus lebour. | The catalysts that caused disturbances
were often the use of j:hrgh.ing'machines a_:nd long periods of
inclement weather that resulted in unemployment, high prices
or both, - o

No theory about the éa‘usea of the popula_t;ion. increase will
fit every part of the Brii;ii—s_h_. Isles, In Essex' the i_rxcz'ea;ae was |
reinly the result of a fall __i;;.the.'aea_th rate, pmbabiy.brought'
about by medical improvements ( especialiy vaccination and
inoculation) and the availability of substitute food when the

price of wheat was h:Lgh. The age at which couples nnrr:.ed



greduelly decreased during the eighteenth and early m.neteenth
centuries and this wes probably the reason for the gradual
increase in the birth rate, | _

'_ Unempioyment was eeldom a difficulty near London except
in .the Leyton area, where there was an "Irish problem" after
1628, Even in the most riotous parish in 1830, Great Clacton, the
chief hardship was the lack of winter woﬂr.. It was in the villagesl
near the Suffolk and Hertford.sh:.re borders that there was surplus
labour threugheut- the year; Ridgewell and:Clavering for example,
contained men who had to be supported for at least ten months of
 the year, o " '

According to the Hammends, "the labourers were more wretched
in 1830 than they hed been in 17950000® 2 Unforturately the ]
labourers of the eighteenth century did not come under the scrutiny
of a Royal Commission as their colleagues did -:i.n 1832-4, Conditions
varied in different parts of the county; .:'Ln 1832, the wages of

lsbourers in the south of Essex were sometimes twice es much as

those in the north, It is impossible to meesure the benefits.

that percolated down to jbhe labourers from the industrial expansion

in other parts of England yet it séems unlikely that the standard of

164

living charged markedly between 1790. and 1850, During the eighteenth .

century, the proportion of the labourer's wage deévoted to the purchase

of food increased and this trend cobtimed until 1813, After this
date, conditions may have :i.mpi'oved__for the fully employed labourer
whose wages fell only slightly compared with the drematic fall in
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Wheat prices. The amount of me#t. consumed may have fallen by
- 18%0, although porj:, bacon and "meat" were included in the diets
of two-thirds of the parishes reporting in 1854, ° Set ageinst
these sighs of a possible dete_rioration in standards are the
improved distribution of produce and the -widespread use of

the potato as a substitute for,. or in a@hition to, bread.

Cottages contimed to be poor in mny parishes and overcrowding
added to the difficulties., Nevertheless, an émqumgixag .8ign

was the increase in the muber of brick cottages during the

period under review. The labourer also benefited from the
increasing care shown by the parish for the .health of the
villegers, especially in the provision of vaccimation and inocu-
lation, Only one definite conclusion ¢an bé réa.ched regarding the
labourers' pésit’ion; tha.t the riotous areas between 1800 and 1850
were those whu-e wages wez;e the lowest, the diet the poorest, and
the housing the worst in the county. |

The labouring classes; whethu- "‘bett_er_ off" or mt; were

subject to pressures that they c‘ould,'mt control and their well-
being' fluctuated from year to year. Their ipsecuﬁty was increased
by the aitered method of eﬁployﬁ;ent and the decline in "living in® :
which widened the divisions within rurel scciety. Added to the |
purely agrerian discontent was the political turmoil of the 1820's

and 1830's. The effect of this on the labourers cannot be assessed
but it may have been greatér than has been imagined,
| The "degredation" :fesnl-ting from the use of thé -"Speenhamland" "

' s&stem of_poor'r.e]igfihas probably been exaggerated. -Durj.ng the
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periods of high prices, outdoor relief was given to the able-bodied
but only occasionally and was _discontimed .when corﬂit_ions improved.
The increese in poor law éxiaeﬁdi_ture, was 'oﬂy partly the result

of allowences. The supplémenting of weges wa.sby no meens universal
‘and vas largely restricted-to the period 1815-1825. The more

usual method of relief, the fa.mi],v allowance, was at least an -
attempt to give help where it was most needed and enabled farmers

to give employment to nnre labourers. It ::.sa:.ff:.cult to seé ,
what other measures would have 'been suecessf'al at a time ‘when "
England was experiercing such unprecendented unemployment, ' '
'Although the allowances may. have helped the decrease in the .
death rate, the critics' fear that the birth rate would rise
repidly was unfounded, - .

In December 1830 the rioting which effected most counties |
in South-Bast England hit Essex. Little is kiown of the background ‘-
of mny of the rioters but .onlyv three. can be identified as being
rural craftsmen and not agricultural labourers,  As regards
character, the nach:.ns-‘brea.kers formed a cross-sect:.on of -
village life. Three had previous-crimimal records but for S
most mechinpe-breasking was their only oﬁ‘mé. Meny ‘,appe'sr to
have been in full employment, three at least having been with
one master for ten years or more. Apa.rt from five mh:me-breakm _
who had appalling convict recorda in Tasmnia., the m:)onty 'behaved

well during their-sentence'. Only one returned to his native parish



(and epperently played an important part in the Methodist Church

of the area),

There is mo d:.ff:.culty in Pinding characteristios common

to the riotous areae in 1836‘.. A1l were at least thirty miles .

or more from lLondon., All were whéat producing regions and had

a high rate of unemployment. The riotous districts were, with

one exception, near the boundaiies of Essex and were mch influenced '

by disturbances in neighbouring counti;ee. A more complicated

problem concerns why individual parishes were disturbed or re-

mained tranquil. Why, for example, did Lengley escape the- rioting
that affected neighbouring Arkesden? Unfortumately there are no

ﬁnemploymnt figures or wage rates for individual par:.shes -
1830, nor do the retios of labourers to farmers employing workers

% in

show any distinct trend. There is no evidence that the retios

were generally higher in ﬁotbus=pari§hes then in othei-s. 5 -

Parish

Sheering
Clavering
Mile End

Ridgewell
Finchingfield
Birdbrook

Steeple Bumpsteed

Arkesden
Elmdon
Henham

Peldon

Ratio of employing farmers
to lebourers

1 to 10.4
1 to 10.0 |
1l to Boll- B
1lto 8.3

1l to 6.6
1l to 8.7
1 to 10.8

Ratio for

. Hundred

1 to 9.3
1 to 7.4

1 to 9.4

.1 to 9.4

1 to 8.0
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;
_ Six of the eleven riotous perishes had ratios higher than .

the average for their Hundred. In the Tend;"ing Hunhdred only
three out of the seven notous panshes appeared to have
meeded the avera,ge.

Parigh - ~ Ratio _ -_ ' Ratio for

PR .- . H = . N

Great Clacton o 1to 8.6\
Little Clacton =~ 1l to 5.3
Great Holland - 1t 6.7 : oo ;
Kirby : 7 1t 16.5 | D
Ramsey o -1t 5.3 ' :
Tendring - 1to b8

Walton-le-Soken lt00.2 |

~/
in some parishes thg-é would ‘a.l'apeaér to have béen a l?a:a.
core of "nd.l'itanta" among the Ja'boura-s ’ _tha-t resulted in the -
nllages being more r:.ot-prone tha.n others. Essex labourers b
had not experienced the savage punishments meted out to their ]
muagms in other counties aﬁ:ez--_the-lel6 disttn-bam_:es; the
incidents in Essex wt_—:re-les‘_s serious than elsewhere. in Bast .-
Anglia, many of the rioters and incendiaries- were never apprehended:
and the few mechine-breakers that were canght were treated com-

paratively leniently.'- Consequently a mimbav'af Essex parishes = ' ;

that Peatured in the 1816 &'oublés' ‘were "riotous® in 1830, 6



/
Herham, © Pire 1816; wage riot 18%.
Pinchingfield  Destruction ofmach:.nezy 1816; fire 1829;
~wage riot 1830.

Reamsey " PBire 1816; fire and destruction of a

threshing machine 183 (also fire in 1844).
VMile End, ‘Destruotion of & threshing machine 1816;
Colchester - B

wage riot 1830,

It is surprising, therefore, that the most u-oubiéa parish
in Essex in the period 1800-1850, Sible Hedinghem, escaped serious -
disturbances in 18%0. In 1816 a tln:'gashing mchme wa;'brok'é_n apd
six years later there was a case of incendiar:sm. The only incident
4n 1830 concerned a men committed to the House of Correction for |
threatening that "Heding‘ha_g_:" would soon be reduced to ashes. 7
Two poor law riots ocourred in 1851; and 1836; in the latter year,
incendisries struck at the property of the Chairman of the Board of
. Guardians, Eight years la'tér__tenéion' again increased after a case
of arson, Sible Hedirgham was also affected by chartism after 1842,
The militancy of the workers was -mﬁsséd_ again during.the "revolt
of the field" in 1873=4. ) _ | S |

Sible Hedingham and Finchingfield were both large villages
but the riotous villages in 1830 varied greatly in size, It has
been suggested that. the x'mni?ez-'of_' sﬁoemkei_-'_s, often a radical
" element in the commnity, was sometimes gfeater .in riotous parishes
than in non-riotous v:.llages. 8 _'E_hére ié- no ev-icllence' of this in
Essex. There was only orne shoemaker in Sible Hedingham in 1833,



parish, Great Oakley w:Lth. ﬁve‘ shoemakers remained q_uigt )
while nearby Walton-le-Soken (vn.th three). experienced machine-
breaking. 9 :

Individual parishes, therefore, had the:l.r own reasons
for rioting. In Great Clacton, G:ree.t Heolland, Kirby-le-
Soken, Little ciacton and Walbon-le-Sokien the mein targets for
the r:.oters attenl::.on were the threshing nnchines. N'eva-theless,
it is d:l.ff:.cult to imagine tlnt the nnch:mes had suddenly been
~'introduced in 1830 as threshing ‘tackle .l_;ad been used in the
Tendring Hundred since the first decade of the century. It is
possible that the destruction of machinery was part of & plan
to put pressure on fermers to ';i.ncreaa_e; wages but demands for
more pay appear to have been subs:l.dia.ry to 'the— min campaign
of machine~breaking,. Unemployment was pm‘ba'bly less in Decenber
1830 tl'nn:l.nFebruaryandMarch of the same year but after a
sen.es of harsh winters, there was a fee.r tha.t yet another pmod
of distress was about to beg:l.n. Although the riots were not
spontanecus, the Clacton area was particularly recq[a_tive to the
news of disturbances in Suffolk and Norfolk, The labourers .
:,retained a comparative indep_endence,- an independ:ence that showed
itself in the strength of Methodism and, in a d:l.ffererrl: menner,
in successful smuggling exploits. In the north~western cornef
of the county there may have 'been some connection between
enclosures and the riots. In the same area the provision
of .#llotmei;ts- was given as a reason for paﬁshes renaining. _ |

tranquil,
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Despite the centres of'-m.il:i.'ta'nc'y, most of the-disturbances

in BEssex between 1800 and 1850 were extensions _of_ troubles in

other counties. Although the Pirst threshing mchine to be - i
broken in ﬁast Anglla during :t;he 71816 riots was at Mile End,
Colchester, machine-breaking -had -occm."red. in-Suffolk during the
previous year. The incident involving a machine at Weeley in
1822 was only a minor part of a more serious conflagration in
Suffolk and Norfolk, In 1830 the Essex labourers were amng- '
the ias‘i: to rise and the distufbances were inspired by similar
imidarl:s_ in Bast Anglia, Thé outbreak of fire-raising in
1843~ was part of the wave of incendiarism that affected the
counties to the north of Essex. The disturbances lacked thé
spontaneiji:y seen in Kent and Norfolk and were generally less
serious, the mitigating factor i:eing the proximity of London.
| The indiﬂ’a'eme'-éf the farmers to the destruction |

of their machines was a strange feature of the 1830 revolt.
A similar attitude was adopted in 1816 and 1822, According -
to _witne;ses , one of the Lawford mchim-f;'eaka?s of 1816 said
"Goodbye, we have had some beer for doing it (i.e. breaking the

e The ownex: of the machine, Mr., Ivgar, and the Rev.

machine)®,
William Wood, who was using it on his premises, later expressed
their anger that action had been taken against four of those in-
volved and asked that they should be acquitteds 2 John Ribbans, & |
farmer at Weeley, told a gz-oup of rioters in 1822 that he "aid mot

much care" if he gave up using a mchinq.lj " In 18% even the Lord



Lieutenant of Essex expressed the wish. that threshing machines
should be dispensed with, ll..

The labourers in the _C]aeten area "detmm on remedying

one part of the eﬁl by the destruction of the ti:reshing machines,

. This to a considerable extent was effected", 15 ‘The 1830 riots

undoubtedly inhibited the use of threshing machines for a mumber

of years but this should not be overestimated, By 18434 machines

were being used to an extent that worri‘ed the-la‘bourers. Although

the men were not so imprudent as.to take direct action ageinst them, | "

the nmunber of fires on prenises where mch:.neu:y was used and the
‘threatening motes that cited thresking tackle.as a grievance re-
vealed growing discontent,
Another source of tens:.on expressed more often after 1830
was the use of "Yankees" instead of labourers in the parish.
A munber of fires, threatening letters, a poor law riot and
an assault on a "Suffolker® resulted from their eunployment.
According to one modern authority, the peer “opposed
whole-heartedly" the measuree of 1834, 16 There were, of course,
disturbances involving the old Poor Ia.w, but they normally resulted
from the unpopularity of ind:.vidual off‘idals oa: a cut in relief.
After 1834 the protests were a:uned more at-the “aystem", The
exact extent of oﬁ:osition to the New Poor Law is d:.ff:.cult to
assess except where there is a definite comnection between the
dieturbamea and the new measures. 7 e property of some of

the Guardians was involved in malicious fires but the motives

172,



for the attacks are unca.-ta;n. In mery areas Guardians were
usually farmers 18 and sometlmeswere mgistrates. On 10th
October 1857 a fire saused £2,600 worth of damage at the farm

h

of George de Horme Va.:i.zey a Guazwa:mn. -' Vaiz‘ey erxpr'essea his
the Halstead area, 19 Abraham Rayner, & S11K weaver, tried for

the f:.re at Vaizey's farm was répoi'téd' to have’ said "that d._....d;
besieesr tiied to transport me and my uncle Jack for taking a piece
20

v

of sear wood". = So few of the culprits of the Halstead Union
fires in 1836-7 were caught that to blame the Poor Law would be
unjustified, - o
The New Poor law was responsible for the fornat:.on of the

Tendnng Agr:.cultuml I.B.'boums Union in 1856 'l'h:l.s coiibination.
was a testimony of the cont:.med :.ndepenﬂence and resiliénce of the
Tendring workm desp:.te the savage punishments of- 1830. With
such limited funds at its dlsposa.l, this ‘Plucky venture was bound
to fail. Rura.l chartism fa.red ]J_.ttle better; :|_.ts main influence
amorg the egricultural labourers was in the southern part of the-
countj and the workérs in the more distressed mrthern areas ware
largely untouched by its ideas. - |

. Incendiarism was an established msthod of social protest
by 1800 and remained endemic a:m:g the Pirst half of the mine-
teenth century. 22_ The exact rela't'ions_hip between ﬁ.re-ra'ising
and social distiess cannot_be.-'acci'zrately defined as some cases of

arson were the result of personal g‘rievanées. There were » however,

X735

many incendiary fires in 1816-19 and 18&.3-4- that were the consequence



17k

of farmers using thresfxing machines, In 1830-1:.ncend:.a.rism was S
more common in thé south of the county awﬁ;y from ‘1_:he riotoi:s argas. 25_;" |
The mmber of fires fincre.ased. after 1840 and @n.cqntMa to be '
a common offence until 1914, -
Although threatening letters usually contained a waa:'m.ng a‘bout. ' L
"a light" if certain demands were not met, there were only a few
cases where there was a d:l.rect link between a letter and a fire, 2
Newspapers occasionally printed accounts of blazes in areas where
tln'ea'bem.ng notes ‘had be;en c:.rculatet_l_ but the authors éf the letters
. often used bluff tc_»’l force the farmers to make concessions. 2
The hostility of the clergy to the lsbourers' movements was
a depressing feature of the period. ‘Cogseq__uenﬂy ministers were
the frequent recipiéz;ts of "lights" and threa;ceg_ipg letters. ‘-' There
were three réﬁéons for thé iabowei-s' hatred; some clerg owhed
Jandandsharedmthegeneralumopulantw of thefa.mersafterlSlB.;‘j
Others, like Bate Dudley and George Lespingwell were megistrates and |
won reppi_:at:._ons for harshness rather_ tha.n_ compassion,- The third
reason, the tithe question, united the smell farmers and the
labourers in their opposition to the.clergy. 2° The greatest
discontent was caused in panshes where the t:l.the was ta.ken in
kind, Although protests agamst tithes were fewer than in Norfolk,
anger was expressed in the Tendnrg Hundred,- Dedham and Havering.
After 1830 the clergy contimed to rail against workers' movements, 2/
Not until the end of the century aia their a.ttitude change from

opposition to conciliation.
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This dissertation haa; of necessity, been partly a chronmicle
of disturbances since 1700. ‘There was no lack‘of' distress in Essex |
but to mg:.ne that a ceaseless civil war was wa,ged in the countrys:.de
.- would be 1ncorrect. Except in yea.rs of seute d:.scontent <8 the only
1ndicat10n of rura.l umrest was the oceas:.onal newspaper report of
an incendiary f::.re. Although the number of" Elsex machine~breakers
: tra.nsportea after the 1830 "revalt" ‘exceeded those from counties

often associated w:Lth the r:.ots 23

serious d:.sturbames were : L
confined to a smll area. It 1s, therefore, poss:.ble 'bo agres . '
with Mr, N, Rowley that "Essex was a compa.ratively 1law s.‘b:.d:.rg

count,v dnring penods of soc:ia.l tension over the pa.st two centuries" 30 ;
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Appendix A, - - I

Persons Exe'cﬁted. ‘for Arson ._.1' 67-

(E.R.0. D/DTU235,2354) o

. - . : s

2203 August 1775 | Thomss Clampin - M. Downos Lamarsh * .
27h March 1829 James COOk | Willia.m ereon Withan

2h4th .'Decenber 183 Jamés .‘_E‘v;e.n - John Sach Ray;eigh -
9th August 1831  William Jennmgs Roben-t'. 'c:-@2 Writtle I

27th May 1835 James Pa.s._.‘_.-’iel_l.d.'- - Thomas. Davey  Toppesfield

7th dugust 1835(7) George Camfield = -

Executed for setting fire to a barn on the evening of lst Jama.r.-y
? 1774 (Chelmsford Chmnicle 3lst March 1775) | .

2 "Craneis" or "Cranies", -. : ' S



-Appendix B,
" Pood that could be bought with Labourer's Wages’
(R.C. on Foor laws ]:831;, Append:.x Be Quolk)

live

jBiead S -

on wages

"2 Pamily could mo¥

8 Veat
9 Pork

7 Fotatoes

11 Butter

10 Bacon

Parigh

71 Fandly could live |

1 & Flowr |
5 Cheese

% | 6 Vegetables

%

_G;to Baddow

x
X

Little Bardfield |X

Barking X

Bdclﬁ.rg

'.x

Braintree

| X
X
X _
X|x[xT
o X L
X

Bawer | | | |X]|

Clavering I X

Epping X| I1xXi 1 IXi

X
T
X

Twem [ [ [ IX]

Harlow

. Castle Hedingha.ﬂ

Sible Hedingham

x__x:x x

Ingategtoﬁe

Kelvedon X

Lawford

RYES
< 1>
X

Loughton




Appendix B ‘(Contd.)
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Parish

11|12 (13| w15

_Gt., Meplestead

Prittlewell

‘Rochford o

Romford .

X )

Stansted Mount-
Jichet

< i)<>'<_)<t

Springfield

.. Stebbing

LTha.x‘l_:ed

' Thorpe~le-Soken

X< <KX K

X

Gt, Tey

Gt. Waltham -

Witham

Bia

e

Totals: 30

Parishes

Family can live on vaées

They ooiild not 1live without ot

an allowance.

Bread

Chesse -

. Vegetables

.Potatoes

Meat

. Pork

Baocon

“:‘-—‘f.‘.'...T:—'_'."',T_"' R LT T

Butter
Sugar |
Beer
Tea
Milk



Occupation of Those Comvicted .

.. Under the Game Lews,

(Jemary _1819' - Ea.st_‘a"-l'BZO)

| E.R.0. Q/CRY/3

: Labourers -

H.

l-u-n-i-'l-H-P'"U'i.
8

' Gentlemen

Yeoman

Butcher - |
" Higler.



Summary Cogy:fi:'qtions'- underGe.meIawg 181!;-_3;, ) o

Offence . 1814 1815 1816 1817 1818 1819 1820
. .L'; ot - - ) . = . b

{
.].

Keeping and using snares

guns, dogs etc. to destroy ~ U 30 41 18- 15 2% im

gallie. h

Unlewfully killing game . -~ R
and having in posaéion. | B o

Buying game, - = . S : . 1
Taking away pheasants' o ; IR ' )

cgEs.

Unlawfully killing and N
carrying -auay'deez- in )
and from Walthan Forest T2 o 17 5 7 7 10
and having deer in | .

poss'e_,ssion.



. Pensioners

Iabourers

Serving Men
Shoemakers
Gb_.meke’ép_ers
Bi_ltchm:a '
Esquires .
Schoolmasters
Viscount Chetwynd
Ons "Gentleman"
" Blacksmith
" Tajlor

* Hairdresser
" Waféhmker
" Surgeon

" Asgistant Surgeon
. Soliciter

" Pawnbroker

" Apprentice

" " Wheelwright

" Gardener .

n G-rocer

" Carpenter
. " Unidentified

(ERo . B/wa)

22
12
1
9
4
3
2
,.2'
.2 .
2

(inciuding ome Doctor
Divinity)

I

'f”"”"‘f’_"_“'ET

of
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Appendix G,

Labourers Tran_sgorted after R:Lots in Basex 182
(8,0, 1J,/8pp128)

Total 23 John FPhipps of Waltorn wae sentenced to seven years

transportation 'but no record enats of the sentence being |

_ carried out.

+  The Grents and Davey were trensported for fourteen years; L

_the remeinder were for seven yeers.

Name Ship Convict Settlenent . Date .‘ .
James Grant+ Bliza o Van Diemens Lend 2nd February 1831
Thomas Grant+ Con _ " " " n U
George Davey+ n 0w " n " " . m
John Hart LI e " w = 0w
William Jeffries ‘u e on n . = " U | -
Samuel Hayhoe o ' I CIEE ) LR
J’ohn'i[é‘b‘b, L L v " u " - . ow %-:5!'-
Henry Baker " _ " n " " u S
. Robert Cullender L : ton n Cow " " n
Williem Curtis . " ) n = ow n. e .
William Cole ' L .n n " | " L -
. John Pudney : " E L I " " n
John Grant : o L - " . ] w X l'. "
‘JohnIngra.m e T I I w L m
Charles Dunnett " | 3 " u’. " LR f .
- Thomas Ship " e 8 -ow n " |
Samuel Dreper Proteus - = VanDieméns Land  12th April 1i§;-3‘1
Robert Davey .on : " = | ' . " in :_
William Acres S R T T i"
‘William Bloomfield v B UL " " g'p'__'
Stephen Eade " ) . W n " n m
James Cross : " S U " W
Robert Keeble m ' S n n " .



Appendix H.

Date

1834

11835

1836

1837

- 1838
1839
- 1840
18,1

1842

1843
1844,
1845

1846,
1847

1849
1850

Numbers of _B@rséﬁé committed’ for trial for Arson :

sending threatening letters, or killing or miming

Arson

o

N W O

m":l'\D\l\h\DBN\NI

. cattle, . ‘185& - 182!'-.

Sending threatening
i Letters

it ¢ = 1

i

Kil_l:._ng' i or i k

i.

naimingﬁcattijef; |

1-.

= 1

H &F O WD U\
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E.R.0. D/P 7/12/1, 17th necember, 1795. )
i

Brown, op.cit., p. 152 = 3.

. ReC, on Poor Ia.ws (1834) (E'.R.O.') p.22.

EORQO'G- M 7/12/3. - ‘-’
For this attitude, see R.C. on Foor Laws (1834), Appendix
A, pp 228,230. . .

S.C._on Petitions Belating to the Corn Iews, (1814).

Evidence of James Buxton, p.l3 --19.
Myth of the 014 Foor Law and the Makirg of the New", .

Law Report re-examined", Jourpal of Bconomic History

J.D, Marshall, The 013 Poor law, (London, 1968) p.i0. P

P. Deane and W.A, Gole, British Economic Growth 1688 - 1

(Paperback edition, Cambridge, 1961) p.115. :
H.C. 299 (1825) XIX-p.376 = 7. - - S
Great Henny ("in some cases"), Rochford ("very occasionally"),
Stisted ("occasiomu.y"), Walthamstow ( "seldom")
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(London, 1961), Pe27e -

65. E.R.0. D/P 179/12/8.
‘_66. The only parish out of the nine selected which did not
reduce its empenﬂiture in 1834 was E"inchingﬁeld.
67. Kerit and Bssex Mercury, 3rd April, 1832,
68.  Ibid., 3rd June, 183k.-
69.  Ibid., 28th Jamuary, 1834 -
2. - - Ibid,, 3rd June, 1834 o
71. -A.F.J, Brown,. Essex at Work lm 1815, (Chelmsford, 1969)
palS3. - - o
Chapter VII
1.  Elace Collection (B.M.), Vol. 21 p.37.
2,  Chelmsford Chronicle, 8th February and 26th July, 1822,
3. E.R.0. D/D HWO3. | o |
4. E.R.0. D/P /179/:0/1.' Similar cases imvolved the
Hinckford Hundred. The Farish of Steeple Bumpstead had ,
%o reise £9..0s. 3d and £8.16s. 74 in 1824 and 1825 )
: '-respectlvel,v as pa.rt of conpensat:l.on for victims of fires . __
at Pentlow and Pebmsh (E.R.O. D/P 21/18/17). .
5. " -Chelnsford Chronicle 4th and 25th October, 1822, | :
6. “BR.O. Q/SBb 1.59/71» ' !'
7. E.R.0. Q/SBb 472(1_965. |
8. ' Chelnsford Chronicle, 30th Jamury, 1829.
| G.M. Yourg, #ictorian England, Portrait of an Age,
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10, Chelmsford Chronicle, 17th Septenber, 18%0.
11, = For example Leyton and Basildon. A fire in Great

Chesterford on 7th December mey bave been commected
with the wage riots in the north-west of the county.
Another blaze at Brightlingsea was probably accidentally

started (P.R.0. H.O0. 52/7, 8th December, 1830).

12, J. Oxley Parker, The Oxlgx' Parker Papers, (Colchester, 1961..;) l

p.82. _ » | »
13, Kent and Essex Memu_xx“ ,; ij-th Jamuary, 1829, ;
1., B, Drew, The F:Lre Off:.ce = being the Hlsto_x_;z of the Essex

and;Suffolk Equ:Lta'ble Insurance Society Ltd., (London, 1952),

Pe. 33 = ke '
15. P.R.0. H.O. 40/23 Fo.17. Letter from the Rev. T. Jee

(7th Jamary, 18_29)_. |

Ibid., Fo. 31. Letter from the Rev. Lewis Way, (17th

Jamary, 1829).

16. See Kent and Essex Mercury for February and March, 1829,
17. Ibid., 24th February, 1829, |

18. Chelmsford Chronicle, 20th August, 1830. ¥
19, Could be "cracketh" (E,R.0. Q/SR 1028). ]
0, E.R.0. Q/SBd 6/1/19 (amended spelling).
21, Kent and Essex Mercury, ll..th Decénber, 1830. /
22, E.R.0, Q/SBd 6/1/19. |

23. Kent and Essa: Mm, 8th February, 1831."

2%, Ibid., 14th Decembér, 1830.



26,
27.
.'28.

29.

3.

32.

33

35
36.
37.
. 38.

39

240 ¢

&ccording to Thomas Carr of Prittlewell "the crimes

~ were in all cases cqmmittea by evil-disposed rather

than distressed peasants". (R.C. on Foor Laws 1834,

App B. Pt. 5 Qn.53 p.183).

H.0. 52/7. Letter from H,G, Ward (8th December, 18%).

H.O. 52/7. Letter from G, Rankin (27th November, 1830).
Ibids, Letter from mgistrate (30th Novesber, 1830).
Place Collection (B.M.) Vol. 21, p.112. |

H.0. 52/7, .L,ettea." from John Bearblock, (11th Decenmber, 1830};

E. Gibbon Wakefield, Swing Umesked or the csuse of Rural

Inceéndiariem, (London, 1831), p.38.

_Kent and Essex Mercury, 4th January, 1831.

Place Collection, (B.M,) Vol.21, p.231-2,
E.R.0. Q/SBA 6/1/79-85.

Kent and Essex Mercury - sy 13th January, 1829,
Essex Standard, 18th February, 1831,

Kent and Ess'e-x_Me-rc' , 8th February, 1831,

Ibid., 28th December, 1830,

A plea for mercy was rejected (P.R.0. H.0. 13/57

p.40-1, 25nd Decenber, 1830).

Farmer Sech was later paid £13. és. 0d for the expenses
of the prosecution (B.R.0. @/5032 p.222).

E.R.0. D/DTu 235,235A.

¢, Ruas, "English Rural and Urban Disturbamces", Past and
Present No;3'7, (July, 1967), p.89 £f,
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49.

s1.
52.
53+

© 55
56.
57.
58.
59

"The Leyton Poor Rate", Essex Renew, Vol, LX p.82.

. P,R.0.. H.0, 52/7. . Letter. enclosed by Lord Maynard

~ from Mr, Abdy and Mr. Joseph Arkwright.
Assige Records 35/270 Pt.I. (BiR.0.)" ;

-Qhelmsford Ghrom.cle, 17th December » 1830,

J.D. Chazbers and G.E, Mingay, The Agricultural
Revolut:.on (London, 1966), p.lils

211,

H.0. 52/7. Letter from . Pritchard (15th Decenber, 1830). ;

(16th Decem'ber, 1830)

E.R.0, E/CMJ.}, 26th November, 1830.

P.R.0. H.O. 41/8 p.498-9. T -

E.R0. E/CM 13, 10th December, 1830. The disturbed

 state of Writtle resulted in three fires in six weeks

and a drunken ‘6raw1 in the Bull public house, for which

‘8ix labourers appeared at the Petty Sessions. (E.R.0.

P/CM 13, 22nd Merch, 1831).

Kent and Essex Mmu_r,zv , 28th December, 1830.

P.R.0. H.0.. 52/7. Letters dated 6th and 7th December, 1830

v

Colchester Ga.ze‘l:‘l‘:’__e .18th Decenber, 1830,
E.R.0. @/SBd 6/1/14 - 15.

C’:roves , Sharpen the Sickle, (London, 1949), p.147 - 9

i
'
i
)
'

P.R.O. H.O. 52/7. (Letters dated 3rd and 7th Decenber, 1830).

See Append:.x F.

‘For details see E.R.0. Q/SBA 6/1/70 - 76.

This was later dem.ed.
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67.
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71.

72.

73.
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76.

78.
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E.R. 0. WSBd 6/1/61-6 The Henham rioters were more b

212,

Cambridge Chronicle, 10th Decenber, 1830, -
Beale had earlier refused: to-give the crowd beer (P.R.O.
H.0.. 52/7)

su.'LIen than the:l.r co]leagues. Many refused to sign
their depositions, L o

A.F.J. Brown, Essex-at Work, (Chelmsford, 1969), p.103. -

Chelmsford Chronicle, 23rd February, 1827,

E.R.0. ' Q/SBb 44L/85. o

B.R.0. Q/SBb 469/7h.

I'br example, Great Glacton (1822). and Little Bentley (1825).

Colchester Gazette, 18th Decezber, 18%0.

The Times, 11th December, 1830,

Kent and Essex Mercury, l4th Decenber, 1830.

- Colchester Gazette, -11th December, 1830,

P.R.O. H.O. 52/7. Letter from E. Freshfield (8th December,
1830)0 C s
Colchester Gazette; 1lth December, 1830. , i;

Eent and Essex Mercury, l4th December, 1870.

E.R.O.». Q/SBa 6/1/36 - 38,

P.R.0. I/1/4193 No.11240. _
Morning Chonicle, 13th Decenber, 1830, -

Place Gollect:mz_z_ (B ), Yol. 21, p.120.
E.R.O0. Q/APp1,:. )

R,C. on FPoor J:aws (1834), App Bl, Pt. 5, Qn.53. p.190.
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88.
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91,
92,
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60 in Great Baddow, 103 in Chelmsford, 48 in Springfield

213,

E.R.0. Q/SBd 6/1/57. Accordirg to one account, the

only dasualty ‘in Great Clacton was the parish constable, o
thrown off his .hors_e while é.ttempting to maintain order.-.
K. Walker, The__..Histo of Clacton, (Clacton, 1966), p.19. )
E.R,0. /3B 6/1/21. .
dbid., L

E.R.0. Q/8Ba 6/1/49-56.

E,R,0. Q/APplro :
P;R.0. H.0, 52/7 (Letter of 9th December, 1830).

PiR;0. H.0. 41/8 (Letter of 10th Decenber, 1830).
Ibid,, (Letter of 22nd December, 1836.)

E.R.0. P/CM13, 14th December, 1830. |

During the disturbances 745 special .cdnst_a.'ples were

sworn in for the Chelmsford ares, This totel included

M. Scollan "I a Special Constsble". Bssex Jourmal, Vol.3 .

(1968), p.52.

B.RO. BAEL, .. | o

E.R.0. B/CM 13, lith Deceuber, 18%. .

Ibid., ._ )

Colchester Gazette; 11th December, 1830.

ERO. ¢ABl. . . ., .

Ibide,
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111,

113,

' 1lgge, (Ia.ttle Clacton, 1958) pe2ie

g i

Kent and Essa:__m lll-th Decaﬂaer, 1830. -

P.R.0. H.O. 52/7, (Letter dated lith Decemba-, 18%0).
P,R.0. H.0. 41/9, (Le'_tter. dated 16th December, 1830).:-
E.R.0. E/CM 13, 10th Decenber, 1830.

P,R.0. H.0. 52/7, (Letter da.ted 21st December, 1830)

P.R.O. T/1/4193. "
Hansard Pa.rl:l.amenm De'bates, 3rd Serdies, Vol. II, p 29-!..1

Kent_and Essex ML'cu_r,z, 28th December, 18%.
S.C. on the. Sale of Beer (1833), Evidence of John

.Disney. QN- 3450 - - ' . -

E.R.0. Q/APpl. _
Kent and Essex. Mercury cu » 14th December, 1830,

R,0. Q/sBa 6/1/49-56. . _ |
Place Qollect:.on (B. M.), Yol 21, Pe120, | .:_ i;

Colchester Gagette, 1lth December, 1830. Mr, Hardy, oyt

the Chief Constable who was chiefly responsible for crushirg

- the disturbances became a hated mn in the Tendring Hundred.

A year after. the - nots an :|.ncend:|ary set fire to his

property ‘Nipe stacks of corn, a double barn and other

buildings were. destroyed. (Essex Herald, 3rd December, 1831) .

E.R.O. VAPpl. Thoms Bundock became a constable as early
as 1807 (B.R.0. D/P 169/12/1.) _
Quoted in K. Walker, The Story of Little Glacton, &n Essex |
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116,
119,
118,
119.

120,

121,

| 215.

Kent and Essex Mercury, 1lth Jammery, 1831.

- Dreper was probebly the most reckless of ell the rioters.

In Tesmenis, he fell foul of the suthorities and was :.n;pr:.soned
Hé was amorg the few rioters who could sign their meme. -
For example see P.R._Q. H.O. 13/57 P.132. Letter to L
J.M. Leske (25th Jamery, 1831). o
P.R.0. H.0u 13/57. p.225. Letter to Lord Braybrooke

(1st March, 1831): | |
Bury and Norwich Post,-. 22n3 December, 1830, According to ,
the Criminal Entry Book, fourteen nnchine-breakers were '
removed on 13th Deceber to the "ork™. (H.0. 13/57 p.19).

P.R.0. H.O0. 11/8 pp 1,2,8.

C. Bateson, The Convict Ships 1787-1868, (Glasgow, 1959), - -

. Pe310. FProfessor G-; Rude“gives the date as 28th May,

Bateson, op.cit., ‘-

The Tasmenian a.nd. Southern Literary and Political Jourmal,

6th August, 1831, Bateson gives the date of arrival as
3rd August.

_For the lis:t_"-see Appendix G.

Information supplied by Professor Gu Bude,
8:C. on Transportation (1837), Appendix - p.29.
Tbid., Appendix ' p.223. |
Tasmanian State Archives, Com.54.’

Con. 52 15th Fe'bruary, 181.0.

_ The Tasmnnn and Aust:nal Agiatic Rev:.ew, 5th Februeary, 1836

" P.R.O« H.O, 10/31 p.229-230. Dreper ended up in a chain gang.
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133,
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155.
136.

137.

138.
139.
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216,

E.J, Hobsbewn and G. Rude, Gaptain Swing (London, 1969), p.277.

Con. 31/20 p.82.

P.R,0, H.O. /107/1779/203 (1) p.225. Joseph Winterflood

was among the rioters appearing at the Quarter Sessions
but was discharged (E. 0. q/ssa 6/1/49-56)

: Gon 31/11 p.26.

E. Halévy, A History of the Engiish People in the
Nineteenth Century, Vol. ITI, (Paperback edition, London,
1961): P080

A1l the rioters and mch:.ne-breakers appearing at the

Lent Quarter Sessions were classed as "lebourers" (E.R.0.

Q/SFb20)

R.C. on Foor Laws, App B. Pt. 5, Qn. 53, p.190 (XXXIV).
B.R.0. Q/APpl. | o

Gambridge Chronicle, ‘24th Decenmber, 1830.

B.C. on Foor Iaws (1834) App.B, Gn 53, p150. (XXXIV).

E.R.0.. D/P 179/12/9. p.73. Other wives included Mrs. Ablett,’

Mrs, Newman and Mrs, Watling whose husbands were imprisoned. '

(E.R.0. D/P 179/12/8.).

E.R.0. Q/3Ba §/1/13. Pealing was the recipient of mch
perish relief. (See E R.O; _D/P 80/12/2.).

The _f]!:unes ’ 11th December, 1830,

Chelmsford Chronicle, 17th December, 18%.

Kent and Essex Mercury, 1lth Jamuary, 1833:.
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163.
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Con 31/46 p.9k. |
Baker, Thomas Grent, Eade, James Grant, Hayhoe, Baker

Colchester Gazette, 11th Decembér, 1830,

~ had been fourteen years in oné service-(Con 31/4 p.108.)

Common offences were "neglect of duty", "insolemce",

"absent without leie_.ve_f', aﬁd_.'_'a;-m;keu;iqn .

CuJ.'I.ender was sentenced to six months hard labour for

having mutton in his possession and "not being able to

give a satisfactory account. of the same”, He was later

_ perdoned after giving information sbout sheep stealers.

(Con 31/7 p.85).

Gon 31/16 p.50. .

Con 31/L p.131;

Con 31/7 p.85.

Con 3V/24 p.6.

Con 31/10 P53,

Con 31/35 p.5he

E.J. Hobsbawn azid G. Rude, op.cit., p.24B.
Both had had certificates in their favour.
Kent and Essex J&Mr ary, 20th February, 1827.
Ibid., Bth May, 1827. - |

K. walker, The History of Clacton, (Clacton, 1966), p.18.
P.R.0. H.O. .52['.7,-“27th,-Decem'ber, 1830,

Kent azﬁ ESa_::_Mm- ry, Lith Decenber, 1830,
E.R.0. | /SR 1028, '
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172,
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178,
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M, Dutt, "Fhe Agricultural Labourers' Revolt 1830 in Kent,

Surrey and Sussex®. (Fh.D. London, 1967) p.327 £f.
E.P, Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class,
(Iondon, 1963), p.228.

8.C._on Agricultural Distress ( 1836), Ev:.dence of .
C.C. Parker, Esq., _Qn.lzh.jz.

Essex Standard, 26th February, 1836.

S.C. on Burden Affecting operty(1846). Evidence

Beal ]
of R, Baker, Qn. 267.

E.R,0. Q/S0 32 p.221-222.
E.R.0. Q/SR. 1028. _
B.R.,0. T/1/4193 iﬁo. 17511, Farmers were not the only

beneficieries. A sum of £180 was shared among seven

irhabitants of Southend, Rayleigh and Rochford, following |

the conviction of James Bwen for arson,
(T/1/4193 No. L764).

E.R.0.. Q/SBd 9/6, B.RO: Q/SR 1054,
E.R.0. Q/SED 6/4/58=9.

E.R.0. Q/SFb 22 p.&l'-o o

Iables for Criminal Gomitmentsfozl 18

Chelmsford Chronicle, 3rd April, 1835,

Essex Herald, 17th March, 1835.

This was not necessa.r:l.ly the case for some of the noters -

' after the:u:' release. William Shelford and Sammel Shead

were among the unen;ployed in F.'lmhingﬁeld 18334,

(E.R.0. D/P 14/12/z+.
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Chapter VIII T
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E.R.0. G/HM pp 204,212 (1843).
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