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INTRODUCTION.

The object of this study is to consider the origins
and development of the Celtic Church in Wales betwesn
450 A.D. and 630 A.D. Both dates are only spproximate
and are intended to cover the period during which the
Wales as we know it emerged from the confusion consequent
upon the Roman withdrawal. The later date marks the
time when Oswald's victory at Heavenfield settled beyond
dispute the supremacy of the English race.

One great difficulty to be faced is the almost total
absence of the most valuable kind of evidence, what we
may call primary or more or less contemporary evidence.
This makes necessary a considerable use of secondary
material - ecclesiastical traditions, legends of saints
and the genealogical tables of the principal families,
These exist in great quantities and are of very unequal
value. Their individual value will be discussed when they
are cited in support of any fact or theory: but as a
general principle it may be stated that these sources of
information will be used to serve only the purpose of
chronological or territorial crossbearings and not
merely to enhance the reputaticn of any individual church
or saint. Comparisons and preferences will undoubtedly
emerge but they will not rest upon a mere legend, but
will be based upon an examination of all the evidence at
hand. An attempt will be made to extract from the midst
of legend the historical or geographical faci which
supplied the kernel to the laters growth; and then to it
this fact into its proper setting.

It is assumed at the outset that the nature of
Celtic dedications is known i.e. that a Celtic Church

bore the name of its founder and not that of a canonised



Saint of the “hurch. This fact is of great importance
as it helps to determine the geographical distribution
of the dedications, which in turn enables us to discover
the districts occuplied by the great lezders of the
British Churcl.. In the case of Teilo, Beuno, Deiniol
such evidence is of paramount importance. When the
genealogical tables are examined and they can be trusted
with any degree of confldence, this evidence and that of
the dedications help us to fix the great currents of
r2ligious movements and their approximate relationships
in time, This is particularly valuable in the case of
North Wales - where the pedigrees of the clans of
Caradog Freichfras and Seithenin indicate in the various
generations the first stage of Church Life west of the
Conway; a migration eastwards to the Clwyd and what is
now known as the English border and a still later
migration westwards to the regions beyond the Conway.

In South Wales the pedigree of the sons of Dingad ap Nudd
Hael - one of the exiles of 550 A.D., enables us to fix
approximately a date for the great period of religious
revival in the lower Telvy Valley.

But all this evidence would lose weight were it not
for the political background afforded by the Works of
Oman - History of England before the Norman Conquest and
J.E. Lloyd History of Wales. Oman's great contribution
t0 this study may be desacribed as his interpretation of
Gildas in terms of Alfred's Wars against the Grand Army
of the Danes. It vindicates the irascible Briton as a
competent recorder of his Country's agonies. His work
is a tantalisingly terse summary which was contemptuously
dismissed as unhistorical - until Omen showed how

exactly it corresponded with the later Danish Wars of



Alfred the Great. Of Lloyd's History it will suffice %o
say that no study of Religion or Zarly wales was possible
without it. williams published his Christianity in Early
Britain about the same time as Lloyd - but it is a study
of the Church from within and not in its relation to the
nation. No history of the Church of England could be
written without a knowledge of Ethelbert of Kent, Edwin,
Oswald and Oswiu of Northumbria, Penda and Wulfhere of
Mercia. But this is precisely what has been attempted in
Wales, The monumental work of Baring Gould & Fisher - The
Lives of the British Saints - suffers from this defect.
The learned editors seek to reconcile legend with legend.
There is no attempt to reconcile the legends with the facts
of secular and political history, with the result that the
work contains many anachronisms. The criticisms rendered
inevitable by the examination of so much legendary

matter, has been attempted with this object in view, i.e,
the fitting of the Church History into its proper place

in the National Story. When anything has been rejected
with gpparently little or no justification, it has this
gole reason for excuse., The numerocus articles by the
Reverend A.W. Wade-Evans in the Archaeologia Cambreusis
Celtic Review (Edinburgh) Y Cymmrodor have been read and
considered but they have been rejected in favour of the
traditional chronology as advocated by Mommsen, E.W.B,
Nicholson, Oman, Lloyd and Hugh Williams., The views of
the last named as to the unity of the De Excidio have also
been adopted: likewise the assigning to Gildas of the
traditional date i.e. ¢ 500 - 570,



WESTERN BRITAIN IN THE FIFTH CENTURY A.D.

Wales, in no less a degree than kngland, owes its
origin to the catastrophes of the fifth Century a,D.
Its earliest traditions know nothing of an unbroken
continuity of national existence dating from the days of
the Roman Empire, but find their source in an inter-
racial warfare extending from the Irish Sea to the Bristol
Channel, and from Chester to the shares of Cardigan Bay,
Its invaders were not Teutons, pressing forward to a
share in the spoils of a disintegrating civilisation,
Still less were they, as has been so commonly held, the
dispossessed refugees from the more Romanised parts of
Britain.Tradition knows them only as members of a tribe
holding lands near the eastern end of Antonine's Wall in
the Western Lothians of Southern Scotland., Their
activities were directed, not against the remnants of thg
old subjects of Rome, (what had been left of Ordovices,
Deceangli, Demetae and Silures) as much as against the
oppressors of those peoples, tribes of Irish Scots who
had settled in Wales, in some cases as early at the end
of the third Century A.D., but in greater measure after the
withdrawal of the Western garrisons by Magnus Maximus in
383, Their success was recorded by the founding of a
series of minor states extending from the Clwyd to
Cardigan and bearing almost invariably the name of the

first Conqueror and under their auspices a new language

made its_appearance and gradually replaced the ancient

common tongue of aboriginal native and Irish congueror;
a new language, which was the parent of the Modern Welsh,
The contact with North Britain, thus made, was retained

for Centuries; and it is remarkable that, whilst the
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heroes of the Wars against the angles of Northumbria are
commemorated in Genealogy, legend and song, we have
nothing but the vague generalisations of Gildas and the
stray hints of the Historia Brittonum upon which to fall
back for a description of the struggles in liid and
Southern kEngland and of the mxploits of Ambrosius Aurelius
and Arthur,

This incursion into Wales synchronised more or less
with a successful revolution in the regions between
Chester and Shrewsbury; with a Civil War between the
Severn and the Wye; and with another incursion into South
Wales, resulting in the Conquest of Modern Glamorgan and
Monmouth west of the Usk. The peace of the Upper Usk
Valley in Brecknock was secured only by submission and
surrender of hostages; whilst the regions of the South
West (the modern Counties of Pembroke and Carmarthen)
owed their being unmolested to the force of the invasion
having been already spent.

These Northern Conquerors - their Celtic speech and
tribal organisation notwithstanding - yet called
themselves "Britanni". Their most powerful leaders were
known as "Gwledigy a title which strangely recalls the

more august "Patricius" and which may have found its

origin in a derivation of "Patricius" from Patria" as

"Gwledig" derived from "Gwlad" (the Welsh equivalent of
Patria). The educated among them called themselves "Civeg"
and they undoubtedly regarded themselves as the heirs

not only of the Christianity, but also of the civilisation
and traditions of the dying empire: but any reader of
Gildas will realise how little of the ancient world had
survived the vortex of destruction, into which the

departure of the legions had hurled it.
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Before examining the evidence for such an invasion
of Wales and its associated convulsions, the question
of any possible continuity of life must first be
considered. Despite the absence of definite corroborative
proof and the corclusions of scholars to the contrary
(such as Dr; R.E.M, #heeler, °rehistoric and .toinan #ales
p.254 ff who would limit it in area and type to a very
inferior village community iife in the ancient, Venta
Silurum and its immediate surroundings) tradition has
apparently clung very tenaciously to certain fixed ideas
involving an ecclesiastical continuity even where a
social continuity was impossible. Such fixed ideas would
include
(1) The survival of a See of Caerleon on Usk from Roman

times until the mid-sixth Century.

(2) The association of St, Patrick's birthplace

Bannaventa with the Counties of Glamorgan or

Monmouth,

(3) The survival at Llantwit Major of an old Monastic
College (identified with one of the ancient Romano-
British cities) over which St, Iltutus (Illtyd) had
been placed by St, Germanus of Auxerre

(4) The associations of St. Germanus himself with the
Welsh districts bordering upon Chaster and Shrewsbury

(5) The continuous existence of Glastonbury from its
founding by 5t. Joseph of Arimathea.

As this study has to do with survivals rather than

with "origins" at this particular part, we need no more

than briefly touch upon two theories which have had some
influence in the past, attributing the origin of
Christianity to a certain "Caradog ap Bran the Blessed"

who has been identified with the Caratacus of the fAoman



Conquest of Britain: or to the King lLucius mentioned in
Bede's fcclesiastical History I 4. Unfortunately for the
supporters of such fanciful legends the "Caradog ap Bran
the Blessed" is a mythological character of the fourth
Story in the Mabinogion and is not an historical person
at all, whilst the Xing Lucius who corresponded with
Pope Eleutherius has been identified by Harnack with
Lucius Abgar IX of Britio at or near Edessa (Williams
Christianity in Early Britain pp 60-66 discusses the
matter in great detail., Harnack - Expansion of
Christianity II p.410 refers to his identification of
Lucius)., Lucius has however been identified with a
Lleufer ilawr or Lleurwg - a reputed founder of the Parish
Church of St. Mellon's near Cardiff, This identification
is the work of The Third Series of Welsh Historical Triads
(Gee's Edition of the Myvyrian Archaeology of Wales p.404)
but this Third Series has been pronounced vastly inferior
to the other two - to be the product of an imaginative
school of bards and antiquaries of the Sixteenth Century
and to almost wholly useless for Historical purposes,
(J.E.Lloyd History of Wales I p.l1l23) These legends
can therefore be dismissed from our survey.

To return to the consideration of the fixed ideas -
(1) The Survival of a See of Caerleon-on-Usk,

The entire conception of a See of Caerleon on Usk
began with Geoffrey of Monmouth "Historia Regum" in 1139,
The "Liber Landavensis" compiled at Llandaff c¢,1150
knows nothing of such a see (although Rees's Edition
p.622 contains an Appendix referring to a great assembly
of Kings, prelates and nobles under the presidency of
Arthur, This Appendix is admittedly taken from a MS

written in 1439). The wide credence given to this story
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makes a detailed examination necessarye.

It rests first upon a faulty identification of
Caerleon with the Colonia Londinensium of the signatories
to the decrees of the Council of Arles. It is argued
that Londinensium is a corruption of Legionensium. Bright
(Barly English Church History p.9 & 10) rightly remarks
that Lindensium is a much more plausible conjectural
emendation and that Lindum certainly was a Colonia -
whereas there is no evidence that Caerleon was ever known
otherwise than as lsca or that it was anything but a
military headquarters.

Caerleon was at one time regarded as the Capital of
a Roman province of Britannia Secunda and therefore it
must have been the seat of a Bishop. But Scholars have
failed to discover anything connected with the boundaries
of the wvarious provinces of the diocese of Britain - they
only know by one inscription that Cirencester was in
Britannia Prima. Prof. Haverfield (Roman Occupation of
Britain 1924 Bdition pe. 149 ff.) excludes Caerleon
altogether from the Civil provinces - the "domi", and
places it in the "militial” which would effectively
prevent its becoming a cathedral citye.

Whet Welsh traditions centre round Caerleon connect
it with St. Cadoc - whose father Gwynllyw ruled the lands
between the Rhymney and the Uske. In point of time Cadoc
would flourish somewhere between 520 and 570.
Ecclesiastically Caerleon is still called "Llangattock
Juxta Caerleon" (the "juxta" is a misnomer as St. Cadoc's
Church stands on the site of the Principia of the o0ld
legionary fortress. Cadoc's father is represented as a
heathen marauder, who, as a recompense for his raids,

surrenders his son to an Irish Missionary to be baptised



and educated and who is himself converted by his said son

only in old agee. The fortress is apparently given to the

son as a settlement. These facts, which would seem to
dispose of any Sce at Caerleon and any continuity of
corporate ecclesiastical life are qguite comoatipnle with
the martyrdom of Julius and Aaron. Although the Roman

Army particularly in the Vest was officially pagan to the

end, yet it supplied lartyrsto the Church in an

unceasing stream. Two Nartyrs in a legionary fortress do

not constitute it the seat of 2 vishop: and up to the

present the evidence of Roman and Celtic periods is
decisive against the existence and the continued
existence of such a Sece,

(2) The Association of St. Patrick's Birta-place
Bannaventa with the Counties of Glamorgan and
Monmouth.

J.B. Bury (Life of St. Patrick pp.203, 290, 291)
makes St. Patrick a British speaking Celt. Rhys (Celtic
Britain) and J.E. Lloyd (History of VWales p.121) make
Glamorgan and lMonmouth an Irish speaking district, and
the old language to last until at least the sixth Century.
This would place the Saint's birthplace outside the area
indicated.

His father is described as a decurion (Bury op cit.
P.17) the member of a Municipal Council of a Roman town.

It is true that we have such a town in Venta Silurum but

Venta cannot be Bannaventa.

Bury (op cit Introduction p.X) refers to his
conviction that the Saint's birthplace must be sought for
near the Bristol Channel and that there are three places
in Glamorgan called BANVEN - But BANVEN as & derivative

of BANNAVENTA is philologically impossible. The VEN is



an adjective (Singular Feminine) and is derived from
British VINDA VINDOS as in VINDOLANDA Chesterholm on
Hadrian's Wall, Haverfield op cit p.152 ncte, Sir J,.Morris
Jones VWelsh Grammar 1907. Had the Glamorganshire name
been BANWENT philology would have been satisfied, but as
it is, the omission of the final letter T is decisive,

A site in neither Gloucestershire or Somerset, would
satisfy the linguistic and the social conditions and
also those of locality. The Rev. A, Maginn of Little
Stretton, Church Stretton has suggested BANWELL near
WesU¥Vksuper-Mare. The hill behind the village is
called the "Wint Hill", The suggestion has many
considerations in its favour, but its discussion is
outside the scope of this study. Enough has been stated
to exclude any hope of continuity from "Patrician”
associations in S.E. Wales, |
(3) The Survival at Llantwit Major of an old Monastic

College identified with an ancient Romano-British

City - over which St. Iltutus (Illtyd) had been

placed by St. Germanus of Auxerre.

This city is supposed to have been CAERWORGORN or
possible BOVIUM (Baring Gould & Fisher Vol., III p. 308
quoting Tolo MSS - a most unreliable source), The name
CAERWORGORN does not appear in the list of Civitates in
Nennius's Historia Brittonum (see also appendix to
Haverfield op. cit). The list contains CAER GUIRAGON
(of Modern Welsh Caer-wrangon - Worcester) and also CAER
GURICON which certainly recalls UIRICONIUM Wroxeter, but
there is nothing else that remotely resembles CAERWORGORN.
When Roman remains were excavated in Llantwit Major in 1888
it was felt that here was ample corroboration. Dr. R.E.M,

Wheeler however (prehistoric and Roman Wales p.256) proves
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that the building was a Court yard dwzlling destreoyed

about 300 A.D. when Irish tribes, expellz2u from Meath,

were seeking new homes in South Wales. The same pceriod
would probably witness the end of any c¢ivil Romen

Settlement weat of the Caerleon-iine in S. Wales. Any

assoclations of Germanus or Illtyd with Wales and Llantwit

Major will be discussed at the proper time but there is

nothing to prove a civilised settlement in Glamorgan in

the fifth Century. They had all becen destroyed 150 years
previous.

(4) The Associations of Ste. Germanus himself with the
Welsh districts bordering upon Chester and Shrewsbury
and also South Wales.,

The ultimate source of these legends is the life of
the Saint by Constantius. The Glamorgan claims are based
upon the identification of Lupus of Troyes (Germanus's
Companion in his first journey) with Bleiddian. The
founder of Llan-fleiddian near Cowbridge and St. Lythans
near Llandaff - both in the County of Glamorgan. In
justification of the identification we are told that Lupus
is the Latin equivalent of Blaidd in Welsh. But had Lupus
founded a Church in the late sixth Century Celtic Style
it would have been called Llan-lub and not Llan-fleiddian
even if the Saint could have anticipated the course of
events and the custom of the subsequent Century. The
Liber Landavensis (Ree!s Edition) calls St. Lythans
Ecoclesia Elidon in copies of three bulls from Rome (i.e.
16 Oct. 1119 Pope Calixtus p.558, 9th April 1128 Honorius
II p.570. 5th April 1129 Honorius II p.583).

If Blelddian could have been corrupted from Elidon
in the one case there is every presumption of its having

been 80 done in the other,



But the Life of Constantius limits the Saint's
activity to the more settled parts of the island. We are
introduced to men of tribunician rank, bishops,
multitudes of people, with never a word indicating a
journey into the remoter parts of the island.

The Hallelujah Victory has for several centuries
been placed near Mold in Flintshire - presumably on the
ground that a neighbouring Church LLANARMON is dedicated
to and was presumably founded by St. Germanus.

Bede (Eccles. Histe I+ 20) recorde the Victory but
gives no indications as to its site. Gildas is silent,
80 is Nennius, although bringing the Saint to that very
district. Welsh traditions know nothing of the battle and
all Welsh authorities are equally reticent. (Newell
Ancient British Church p.28. Baring Gould & Fisher
Vol.III p.57.

Apparently the first to mention it is Ussher, who
identifies the battlefield with Maes Garmon near Mold.

He is followed by Fuller. Church History I p.83 (Oxford
1845) (quoted by Pryce. Ancient British Church p.122 Note)
Rees (Welsh Saints p.125) accepts the identification and
he is followed by Bright (Early English Church History
pp.19 & 20) (Also quoted by Williams Christianity in Early
Britain p.227).

There is therefore no evidence before the 17th
Century for associating the Hallelujah Victory with North
Wales. It may have been the presence of Churches
dedicated to a gARMON which led to the identification by
Ussher: and also to the legermd incorporated in the Vita
Germani which found ite way into Nennius (32 - 49). The

"Garmon®" Churches in North Wales are as follows ¢
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l., LLANARMON near Pwllheli in Carnarvonshire
2. BETTWS GARMCN near Carnarvon " "

3+ CAPEL GARMON near Bettws-y-Coed but in
Denbighshire

4., LLANARMON-YN-IAL - near the supposed
site of the Hallelujah
Victory neer Mold in Flintshire

5+ LLANARMON-DYFFRYN-CEIRIOG near LLANGOLLEN
in Denbighshire

6+ LLANARMON-MYNYDD~NAWR near 5.

7. LLANFECHAIN near Velshpool in longomeryshire

8. CASTLE CAEREINION near 7.

9+ ST. HARMONS in RHAYADER near tne source of the Wye
only a few miles from the border of
North Wales.

All these Churches either are or were dedicated to
St. Germanus (either of Auxerre or some namesake - see
Baring Gould & Fisher Vol. III pp.53-81).

But GARMON is philologically impossible as a Welsh
derivative from the Latin GERMANUS. We should expect some
such form as GERFON (F = v} (Rhys Celtic Folklore Vol.I
P39 note).

This rules out any Welsh tradition or connection.

But the combination of RM is possible in Irish.
(Baring Gould & Fisher III p.81 under the form of GORMAN,
and in Cornwall in an undoubted Irish dedication GERMOE.

Possibly the earliest reference to the name in VWelsh
Literature is in an old Poem in the Book of Taliesin which
is discussed by Prof. Ifor Williams in the BEIRNIAD for
1916, and also quoted in A.W. Wade Evans Life of St. David
(peviii Introduction). Prof. Williams dates it to the
end of the reign of Alfred the Great. Wade Evans to the
beginning.

"EF TALHAWR O ANAWR GARMAWN GARANT

Y PEDEIR BLYNED AR PEDWAR CANT
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(There will be paid, with the help of the kinsmen of
Germanus, the four hundred and four years. The quotation
and translation are quoted from Wade kvans, op cit)
According to Prof. Williams, the kinsmen of Germanus are
the MOGARMAN the Irish. It is only fair to state that
Wede Evans sees in the poem a reference to the Saint, but
Prof. Williams is a recognised authority on Celtic Studies
and Wade Evans is not. According to the former the poem
is a blood~thirsty anticipation of the downfall of the
knglish Kingdoms; and Scandinavian, Irish and all the
Welsh Kingdoms are summoned to the sleughter. Thus the
theme of the poem would support Rhys's etymological
conclusion.
If we bear in mind the Irish affinities of the name
GARMON, an examinstion of Parishes situate near the
Garmon Churches yields interesting results.
~. LLANARMON - has near it LLANGYBI Cybi was a Cornishman
who came to North Wales from
Ireland after 2 stay of some
years tuere.

2. BETTWS GARMON - No results.

3. CAPEL GARMON - nas DOLWYDDELAN as its next neighbour

to the West and some miles down
the Conway we have LLANSANTFFRAID

4. LLANARMON-YN-IAL - near Mold. A near neighbour is
LLANSANTFFRAID~GLYN~DYFRDWY.

5. LLANARMON=-DYFFRYN-CKIRIOG) Both have as & near
and neighbour LLANSANTFFRAID
6. LLANARMON-MYNYDD-MAWR GLYN- CEIRIOG.

7. LLANFECHAIN - has LLANSANTFFRAID-YM- MuECHAIN.

8. Castle Caereinion - is near 7 and also is quite close
at hand to the Churches founded
by Saint Beuno, who had Irish
disciples and who was himself
eaucated at Caerwent - an Irish
Missionary Centre.

9. ST. HARMONUS = is nesr LLANSANTFFRAID-CWi~DEUDDYWR.

The SANT FFRAID mentioned in connection with 3, 4,



5, 6, 7, 9 (and poseibly 8) is St. Bridget of Kildare.
Her dedications are remarkably distributed in Wales,
particularly on the pastern border, where they appear
generally in the proportion of one to each Csntref - or
tribal division, thus apparently indicating a calculated
generosity on the part of a ruler rather than a
spontaneous outburst of devotion.

2 has apparently no Irish foundation neér, but 1 is
closely associated with a foundation having Irish
connectiona. So that out of 9 Garmon dedications. 8 have
as near neighbours Churches associated with Irishmen
(DOLWYDDELAN near 3 has as its patron Saint a "LITTLE
IRISHMAN" see Bering Gould & Fisher iii 218, 378-80

There is also a2 Llan-wyddelan the Church of the little
Irishman near Czereinion No. 8 in the sbove 1list).
Baring Gould & Fisher (iii 52-81 especially 57-79)
have assumed, rightly, the impossibility of the Saint of
Auxerre being connected with these Churches and have also
assumed the existence of a "Germanus the Armorican® to
whom they assign the dedications. But they give away
their case on page 79 when they say "M. Loth in Annales
de Bretagne 1905 has disputed the thesis that there was
an Armorican Germanus distinct from the Saint of Auxerre.

We quite admit that the authority of the Jolo MSS is of

little value, & that the lrish traditions relative to

the family of St. Patrick are not of much higher. But

we venture to think, that it is possible to conciliate,
by the assumption we make, the Welsh & Irish traditions
with Nenmnius & St. Brioc®.

Under the circumstances it is hard to resist the



conclusion that we heve, commemorated in the Garmon

Churches, neither the Saint of Auxerre nor his assumed

nemesake of Armorica, but an otherwise unknown Irish

saint. There are several Irish dedications in North Wales

to Saints,whose records have utterly perished, snd the

lost "Garmon®" can easily be included in their number.
There is no possibility, under the circumstances

of an unbroken continuity of Corporate life from tie

Roman days until the great days of the Celtic Seints.

(5) The continuous existence of the Church Glaston-

bury from its founding by St. Joseph of Armathea.

The claims of Glastonbury are too well known to

any recapitulating. Strictly speaking, they are outside
the scope of this study and it would be & lengthy
undertaking to refute them in detail. Two or three vital
objections must suffice.

(1) The Legend of St. Joseph first appears in the works
of William of Malmesbury d.1142 (Williams - Christianity
in BEarly Britain pp.57 & 58. It was apparently unknown
to the Glastonbury of Dunstan & Athelsten & Edger. This
alone is sufficient to throw grave doubt upon the
authenticity of the legends.

(2) The Irish have laid cleim to the founding of
Glastonbury. Willis Bund "Celtic Church in Wales" (p.202)
quoting "De Monasteriis Hiberniis inter extras Gentes
(Proceedings of irish Academy VI) writes "Although the

Irish cleim to have founded Glastonbury & Malmesbury ..."



Their claim to Malmesbury hes been abundantly
vindicated (Bright siarly knglish Church History p.268)
The Glastonbury legends all mention an arrival in boets
from the Western Sea. There were several Irish Mensstic
Settlements of an early date on the Welsk Coasts. Zimmer
Nennius Vindicetus § 126. quoting Cormac the Antiguary
& fighting Abbot Bishop of Cashel (who was killed
C900 A.D.) reviews the Great Irish settlements in
S.W.Britein & ststes "There is also the known
Glasimpere on the Brue - which he identifies with
Glastonbury - which actually stands ¢n the little river

Brue“.

Glastonbury is thus famous in Irish Annals even
before its revival under Dunetan. To say the least, the
Irish can certainly meke out a cese for the firat
founding of Glastonbury.

In any case - the evidence gathered in the Victoria
County History of Somerset points to a complete
destruction of everything Rcman in the first years of
the Fifth Century & Glastonbury requires earlier & more
reliable proof thuan that afforded by William of
Malmesbury before its claims to an unbroken continuity
can be edmitted.

The five "fixed ideas" have been examined and have

been rejected. We can revert to the main theme, that
there is not sufficient evidence to prove that there was
not a complete breek in the continuity of corporate life
in Western Britain at some time or other in the fifth

Century A.LD.



THE NORTH BRIT1SH INVASION OF %ALES,

It has already been stated, that foxr the earliest
traditions of & distinctive national life in Wales, we
are referred to the invasion of a Chieftain called
Cunedda (to give the name its modern Welsh form) and his
Sons. This tradition finde its first literary expression
in Nennius - Historia Brittonum § 62 - where we read as
follows ;.-

"Mailcunus magnus rex ap ud Brittones regnabat in
regione Guenedotae, quia atavus illius, id est Cunedag cum
filiis suis, quorum numerus octo erat , venerat prius de
parte sinistrali, id est de regione quae vocatur Manau
Guotodin, CXIVI annis auteguam Mailcun regnaret, et
Scottos cum ingentissima clade expulerunt abdb istis
regionibus et nusquam reverse sunt iterum ad habitandum® .

At this point it will suffice merely to identify the
persons and places mentioned in the above extract and a
fuller consideration will come later. Mailcunus Magnus
and Mailcun are both one and the same person - who is
also the Maglocunus of Gildas's De Excidio and who is
referred to as perishing in the great plague (the Pastis
Fla%a) of 547. He is mentionedin this section as
being contemporary with Ida - the Flame bearer who laid
the foundations of the greatness of Bernieia and
Northumbria.

Guenedota - is Gwynedd - the Snowdon district of
Carnarvonshire,

Cunedag is the oldest form extant of the name which
appears in modern Welsh as Cunedda. (See above),

" Atavus" is generally taken to represent great
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grandfather, It is as such that he appears in the
genealogies of the Harleian uS. 3859.
Manau Guotodin. The Guotodin is generally under-

stood as referring to the "Otadeni" a British tribe
whom Ptolemy the Geographer places between the Tyne and
the Forth - in the region of the two Roman Walls.
(Zimmer Nennius Vindieatus S 127). The name Manau is
found today in this very region in the form Sla-Mannan -
near Falkirk in Stirlingshire.

The 146 years before Mailcun's reign takes us back
to 385-400 A.D. and will be the subject of a detailed
discussion farther on, whilst the final expulsion of the
Soots gives us the first appearance in written form of
the tradition in question.

Before proceeding further with the tradition itself
we mast examine the document in which it appears, so as,
if possidle to determine its worth and authenticity on
literary grounds, This Section of the Historia
Brittonum - Chapters 57-65 has since the beginning of the
9th Century been called the " Saxon Genealogies" although
as a matter of fact - the Genealogies are all of them
of Anglian and Jutish Kings - the Saxon Kingdoms proper
not being once mentioned, It is found in four Manmuscripts
only and these four are a minority in their own recension
( Zimmer's Harleian Recension - Nennius Vindicatus 47)
but they are four "which we must count among the best®
i.e. Stevenson's A (Harleian 3859) B (British Museum
Cottonian Vespasian D.21) C (B.M. Cott. Vespasian B.26)
and F (BJM. Vitellius A, 13).

But another group of Mamuscripts whioh Zimmer
designates by the Name -~ Nennius. Group i.e. Stevenson's

G (Burney MS, 310) K. (Corpus Christi Cambridge MS, 139)
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and L (Cambridge Univ.Lib, Ff. 1.27.2.) instead of this
section have an abbreviated form which contains the
follanihg explanation. " Sed. cum inutiles magistro meo -
id est Beulauo presdytero, visae sunt genealogiae
Saxonum et aliarum genealogiae gentium, noiui eas
scribere® ., This same abridgement is also found in the
oldest Irish text of the Historia Eritomum the Lebor na
Huidre (Zimmer's L.U., which was written in Clonmacnoise
shortly before 1106) and in the four other Irish
Mamiscripts of the Historia, (In all these MSS, the
abridgement appears at the end of § 56 - i.6. in the vary
place where the Harleian Recension MSS, have the
Genealogiae Saxonum),

Zimmer argues that the Irish MSS, and those of the
Cambridge Recension represent in many points an earlier
edition of the Text of Nennius than the other recensions,
the Harleian and the Vatican. It presents a more
intelligible order in § 10-31., If they then, witness as
above to the presence of the Genealogiae Saxonum in the
MS. from which the archetype of both Cambridge and Irish
MSS, were taken, we are thus taken back to the time when
Nennius had completed his final redaction i.e. C.796 A,D.
On this date Zimmer (FNennius Vindicatus) and Duchesne
(Fennius Re-tractatus. Revue Celtic tome XV. pp. 174-197)
are in substantial agreement, Zimmer postulating two
redactors a Nennius and an Anonymous - whereas Duchesne -
favours one redactor) who edited his own work and
brought out a "revised edition' to please his Master.

But although incorporated in a document of the date of

796 the "Genealogiae Saxonum" is at least a century older.

There i3 a distinet break in the Genealogiae with the

generation of the various kings reigning about 670-685 ,
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and the monarchs of the eighth century are ment ioned

apart, Both Zimmer (Nennius Vindicatus Chapter XI.
111-128 and J.E. ILioyd History of #Wales I. p.118 hcld
that it is a Northumbrian or Cumdbrian tract of the date
of 685.

We are therefore taken back to the end of the seventh
century by our written sources and the tradition first
appears in the neighbourhood (more or less near) of the
region from which the expedition set forth some centuries
previously.

The evidence of the Genealogiae Saxonum is
suppl emented by the genealogies of the Welsh Princes in
the Harleian MS, 3859 which has been already referred to.
This M3, in all contains - the Historia Brittonmum (3¢ 4-66)
the Annales Cambriae (the M3, A of the Rolls Edition) the
Genealogiae Hoeli (referred to above) together with the
Civitates and the Mirabilia -~ which are sometimes
assooiated with the Historia, J.E. Iloyd (History of
Wales Vol. 1 p.159) discusses the MS, and states that the
parent MS, (of the Harleian 3859) may be confidently
assigned to the end of the tenth century - the annals come
to an end in the reign of the Welsh King Owain who died in
988, "This conclusion is also supported by the spelling
of the Welsh names , which are uniformly in the old Welsh
forn® . The edition of the Genealogies quoted here is
Phillimore's in the " Cymmrodor IX. pp. 152-183. At the
end of the Genealogies we find the folloving statement
%" Haeo supt nomina filiorum Cuneda, quorum numerus erat IX.
Typipaun primo-genitus qui mortuus in fegione quae
vocatur manau Guotodin, et non venit huc cum patre suo et

cum fratribus suis. Meriaun filius eius divisit
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nogsesgiones inter fratres suos 2, Osmail, 3, Rumaun

4, Dunaut, 5, Ceretic, 6, Abloyc, 7, Bnniaun Girt, 8,

Docmall, 9, Btern. Hioc est terminus eorum a flumine

quod vocatur Dubrduiu usque ad aliud flumen Tebl et

tenerunt plurimas regiones in occidentali plaga

Britanniae* (p.182).

In this extract the "flumen quod vocatur

Dubrduiu" is the river Dee - and it bears this very

name in the modern Welsh of today, the Dyfrdwy. The

aliud flumen Tebi is the Teify in South West Wales which
for a considerable portion of its lower course separates
the modern County of Cardigan from its neighbours

Carmarthen and Pembroke., We are informed by our 10th

Century Authority that all Wales, West and North of a

line from the Dee to the Teify passed into the

possession of the Sons of Cunedda. It is significant
that within these borders, with two exceptions - One
omission and one non-identification, the "regiones" of
these descendants of Cunedda bore their names and

could easily be located. It will facilitate matters if

we begin from the N.E, border nearest England,

(1) The region of the tale of Clwyd (the Cantref of
Dyffryn Clwyd) was known as Dogfeiling (the land
of Docmall - the eighth son.

(2) The hill country between the Clwyd and the Conway
in S8.W, Denbighahire was called Rhufoniog (the
land of Rumaun the third son.

(3) South of these two distriets - the upper Dee
Valley from Corwen to Bala was called BEdeyrnion (the
land of Etern - the ninth son),

(4) South west of the Dee Valley the lands between the

Barmouth Estuary and the Dovey Estuary formed the
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region of Meirionydd - whence Merioneth (the 1land
of Meriaun the grandson of Cunedda - the son of the
Typipaun who had died in Manau Guotodin before the
invasion.

(5) Prom the Dovey to the Teify extended the Southern
most of the Conquests ocalled Ceredigion (Cardigan)
the land of Ceretic the fifth son.

(6) The N.E, Angle of Cardigan Bay - comprising the
sea coats from Barmouth to Pwllheli and the hinter-
land as well bore the name of Dunoding - from
Dunaut - in the fourth Son.

(7) The rocky promontory of Lleyn in Carnarvonshire
extending from the Mountains of Snowdon to Bardsey
isle contained a distriect called Aflogion - after
Abloyec the sixth son, (It lay between 8St.

Tudwal's Islands and the river Erch Lloyd p.237.)
The land of the second son Osmael has not been

jdentified and apparently the seventh son Enniaun Girt

had yet to win his share of the spoils. Tradition
associates his descendants with the conquest of the only
region not included in the list of conquests. His own
name is not mentioned but the Conquest of Anglesey is
traditionally ascribed to his son Cadwallon the long
Handed; and his Grandson (and Cadwallon's son) is

no other than the Maglocunus of Gildas - the insularis
draco of the Excidium, and the Mailcunus Magnus - rex
guenedotae of the genealogiae Saxonum - ruling in
Anglesey and in Snowdonia. J.E, Lloyd in summing up a
very full discussion (History of Wales I. pages 117-
120) says: Buch names as Ceredigion (Cereticiana)
Rhufoniog (Romaniaca) Melronydd (Mariania) require a Cere-
tic a Rumaun, a Meriaun to make them intelligible and the
Cunedda legend supplies the simpleat and the most



reasonable explanation of their origin. Moreover the
legend in its oldest form establishes the Sons of
Cunedda in the precise parts of Wales where history
is prepared to find them. None are assigned to the
Isle of Anglesey or to the opposite coast of

Carnarvonshire ...... This harmonises with the
tradition that it was in a later age, that the Goidels

were overcome in these thelr latest strongholds, On
the other hand none are alleged to have made any
conquests in Powys which is thoroughly consistent
with the view that the men of this region were
already Brythons and not likely therefore to have had
anything to do with Cunedda's enterprise save as

allies (op. cit p.119)

Here we must leave the direct evidence, Our

written records go back to 988 A.D. and 685 A.D,

many centurles after the events which they relate and
too late to serve as primary evidence of value., But
they witness 1in a striking manner to a very ancient
oral tradition - enshrined in the names of the
conquests of that by-gone age; and they inspire a

certain degree of confidence in it,
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THE ® CUNEDDA" TRADITION in the "HISTORIA BRITONUL®,

The "Historia® Britonum in its original form was
practically a legend of St, Germanus of Auxerre (Duchesne,
Revue Celtique, XV.pp.174-197 XVII.pp.1-6 J.B. Bury Iife
of St. Patrick pp.277 & 278 and note) The Chartres M3 of the
Historia (the earliest extant text and probadbly a pre-
Nennien edition) is actually entitled INCIPIUNT EXBERTA
(Thurneysen Conjectures EXCERPTA)_E§;~UBBAOEN~(reed FILI
URBAGEN) DE LIBRO SANCTI GURMANI INVENTA (Duchesne R.C.XV
P.175. Germanus is found as the real hero of the story from
Chapter 32-50 and his name gerves as an introduction to the
Chapters dealing with St. Patrick (Nemnius H,B. C51).
(Duchesne R.C, XV pp, 1861 and 187 makes the original
Historia Britonum contain only chapters 7.8.9, end of 11,17
19.20 (first part only) first sentence of 30 and 31-49 the
Germanus Chapters),

In these chapters there ar= three outstanding scenes

or episodes.

(1) ¢c.32-35 Germanus and the tyrant Benlli.

(2) cc.39-42. Vortigern flees from Germanus to the
S8nowdon Mountains.

(3) C.47. Vortigern flees pursued by Germanus first to
his own realm of Guorthigirniaun (N.W.Radnor) and
finally to a stronghold near the Teivy where he is
destroyed,

Before examining these chapters it will be well to
bear in mind the tradition incorporated in the Genealogiae
8axonum and the Genealogiae Hoeli (Harleian MS 3859) of the
conquest of Wales in two stages - that Snowdonia and
Anglesey survived the first wave of Conquest and fell at

least one generation later,
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1. Chapters 32-35. Germanus and the Tyrant Benlli.

The Saint visitsthe obdurate ruler, who refuses him
sdmission into his eity, punishes with immediate death a
servant who hae been baptised; but is himself destroyed with
his stronghold, to be succeeded as King by another servant
who had befriended Germanus. There are no indications of
locality, but the fortunate servant is identified with Catell
Durnluc whose descendants were still ruling in Powys (-upper
Severn and Lower Dee Valleys of N,E,Wales) in 820 A.D, in
cceord with the terms of the blessing. We can therefore safely
asswme that Powys formed part of the realm of Benlli,

Raring Gould & Fisher (Lives of British Saints Vol.III p.
71 and note) mark three remarkable coincidences between these
chapters and certain local traditions in North Wales.

(1) The Tyrant Benlli is commemorated in Moel Fenmlli, a hill
near the middle cf the Clwydian Range (between the Clwyd
and the Alyn) slightly N,E, of the town of Ruthyn and
actually surmounted by an ancient fortified camp.

(2) A certain "Beli ab Benlli Gawr" (Beli son of Glant Benlli)
is recorded by tradltion as having been buried on the
Nerquis Mountain (across the Alyn Valley Eastwards from
Moel Benlli facing it. The Stores marking the grave
existed until 1600.

(3) Beli 1s mentioned as having been slain by Meirion - that

grandson of Cunedda who obtained (as his own and his dead
father's portlon of the spoils of Conquest) that region
known after him as Meirionydd (i.e. Merioneth south of
the Barmouth estuary)

(4) Another Coincidence yet more remarkable and not noted ty
Baring Gould & Fisher is the assigning of nine sons to

Catell (Hist.Brit.C.34) The Genealogiae Saxonum states
that Cunedds with eight sons entered Wsles (0.62) The
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Harleian Genealogles (y Cymmrodor Vol.lX p.182) gives him
nine sons of whom one had died prior to the invasion. Welsh
Haglological Traditions (Barimg Gouid & Fisher Vol.l.p.95)
always generous to Welsh Royal Familles, give Catell only
three sons, whilst Cunedda's nine are inereased to eleven and
a daughter (Baring Gould & Fisher op.cit I 93) The Harleian
Genealogies give Cunedda nine sons and Catell one son only.
Thus the tradition has really accredited Catell with
Cunedda's sons and 1s only another evidence of the association of
the incident with Cunedda's invasion
These coincidences are too marked to be the result of an
accident and the local traditions would point to Benlli's
downfall as being due to the Northern invaders and as being the
first incidermt in the warfare which led to the Conquest of
Wales, The supposed site of the Hallelujah Victory (Maes
Garmon, near }old) is in line with all the evidence - but until
Usher's identification of the site, there was no tradition of
such a battle. This must therefore be left out of consideration.
The locality of these incidents is admirably situated for such
an alliance as J.E,Lloyd describes (History of wales Vol.l
PpP+117-120) between Cunedda and the Ordovices. The Ancient
Arx of Catell Durnluc's successors - Dinas Bran overlooking the
modern town of Llangollen lay too far south and really one would
hesitate to identify it with Benlli's 'Arx' and to say that it
had not been occupied since the fifth century. Again, the line
of the Raman Road from Basingwerk to St.Asaph was too far
north and possibly too obvious, whereas a direct ﬁpproach on the
line Xold - Ruthyn, would avoild the obvious and also be
sufficiently near to secure the co-operatior of Catell. This
group of Chapters indicates a state of siege of Benlli's Arx
culminuting in a sudden destructlion by fire, pointing to an

unexpected invasion and an end by storming. Catell and hie sons
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are on the outside of the Arx, and are represented as
havirg been the Saint's hosts,

There is nothing incompatible in the legend with
Catell having been Benlli's servant or vassal, and that
after his Lord's death he became an independent sovereign.

Bverything would seem to point to this narrative
having been combined from two distinct traditions, the
tradition of Cunedda's invasion, and that of Catell's,
successful accession to power, the fusion being accomplished
by ascribing to the miraculous intervention of the Saint,
what had been reaslly the result of Cunedda's armed
co-operation. The latter not only lost all credit for his
achievements but has also suffered the loss of his family,
which has been likeﬁiee transferred to Catell,

In the second group of Chapters 39-42, Vortigern and
Germanus are associated for the first time. C.31 dealt
with Vortigern, c.c. 32-35 with Germanus, c.c.36-38 with
Vortigern, bdut this section contains one very significant
reference in ¢.38 (bellatores enim viri sunt ut dimicent
contra Scottos, et da 1illis regiones quae sunt Aquilone
iuxta murum qui vocatur Guaul). Ch. 23 Historia Britonum
refers to the wall of Severus as being called in the
British Language "GWAL" 1In ¢.39 the Fistoria connects
the tio. Vortigern flees from a synod of British notables,
at which his discomfiture has been acoomplished by the
miraculous penetration of the Saint, and he flees for
refuge to a remote region "quae vocatur Guined" which is
none other than the Welsh GWYNEDD - the region of
Snowconia - & there, "in Montibus Heriri® (the Welsr Eryri,
the Snowdon proper group of peaks between Llanberis on the

Bast and the direc! route from Beddgelert to Carnavon on
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the West) he finde a place "in quo aptum erat arcenm
condere", Mysterious forces prevent him buiiding his
fortress and his magicians advise a human saocrifice -~ a
child without a father, with no kin to avenge him ani thus
add to Vortigern's difficulties. The child proves tc be
Ambrosius, who rebukes the king, exposes the incompetence of
the wizards and finally claims the spot. The sectlion ends
with the words "Bt arcem cdedit 111l cum omnidbus regnis
occldentalis plagae Brittanniae".

(A1l the quotations are from NMommsen's EBdition of the
Historia Britonum. Chronica Minora Vol.iii),

In this section (with which we propose to include

C«38 for the sake of the quotation referring to the Wall

called Guaul we have

(1) Vortigern sending (or approving of the sending by
Fengist, who acts as his military adviser) the sons of
Henglist to the region of the Northern Wall, which is
given them by him. This was the very region from which
Cunedda and his sons had come., Manau of the Guotodin,
if it can be ldentified with Slamannsn in Stirlingshire
was within a few miles of the eastern end of the chain
of forts which marked the course of Antonine's Wall,
If this section of chapters is to be taken as strictly
subsequent in point of time to cec. 32-35 and if we are
correct in seeing in those chapters an account (much
disguised by the introduotion of Germanus to the
exclusion of Cunedda) of the North British invasion
of Wales, then the enemies of Hengist are not Picts

and Scots, but men of the British race themselves. The

Saxons are called in, not to deliver from foreign foes,
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(2)

but to take p=rt in civil war:- an acocount amply
vindicated by the first portion of Gildss (cc,1-26); end
¢,31 of the Historie Britonum, from that point of

view descridves Octa and Fbissa ss sailing North to
take possesgion of the new lsnds greanted them by
Vortigern in order to create a diversion in his fsvour,
The introduction, without warning, of Ambrosius in
this section (where we find him mentioned ss & Yoy
without a father, playing in "Campus Elleti" in the
regicn of GLEGUISSING (which we shall discuss
immediately), wherees in c.31 he wes mentioned as one
already capable of striking terror into the heart of
Vortigern (Guorthigirnus regnavit in Britennia et

dum ipse regnabat, urguebatur a metu Pictorum
Scottorunque et a Romano impetu, nec non et & timore

Ambrosii) brings us into the world of civil war as
well a8 of legend; and suggests (especially if we
remember the adult Ambrosius of C,31) that an Ambrosius
Myth has been introduced here, 88 & Germanus Myth in
cc.32-35 to the ousting of Cunedda, Just as the local
traditions of East Denbighshire make Cunedda the
entagonist of Benlli, so in this connection the
association of the sons of Hengist with regions near
the Roman well, would point to his being the antagonist
here also; end the whole episode of C.42 with the
gbendonment of the "Arx in Montibus Heriri® (which is
identified with Dinas Emrys near Beddgelert in

8., Carnarvonshire) strongly suggests the struggle which
ended in the final expulsion of the Irish from N.Wales

Possibly the mention of a divereion in Vortigern's

favour in the region of the Forth, may account for the
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delay of e whole generation in the Conquest of
Snowdonisa,
Vortigern is also comemorated in Caer-Wrtheyrn, en
almost impregnable hill fortress neer Nevin in
Carnarvonshire (which guards the Western approach to
Snowdonie ns Dinas Emrys does the Southern) and the
identification of Vortigern in this section appears to
be complete. On his discomfiture he mekes for the
North « just as the Irish of Snowdonia would retresat
North into Anglesey for their final stsnd,
The sentence expressing Vortigern's surrender of these
districts to Ambrose contains a stricking parallel to one in
the appendix to the Harlelan ¥S 3859 Genealogies, where the
Sons of Cunedde are nemed, (Y Cyrmrodor IX p,182).
E.B. ¢ 4 2 et dedit arcem 1111 cum omnibus regnis OCCIDENTALIS

PLAGAR BRITTANNIAE

Herl, MS 3869 referring to Cunedde's sons, reads "et

tenuerunt plurimas regiones in OCCIDENTALI PLAGA BRITTANNIAE

It 18 quite possible that the latter may have been copied

Britonum a8 well, But in view of the other significant
coincidences between the Cunedde tradition and the Historils,
1t 18, to say the least, remsrkeble to find the identical
expression used of the locality of Vortigern's surrendered
territories and of the explicit conquests of Cunedda's sons,
(3) Chapter 41 (Historia) relates of Ambrose's finding when
playing es a boy with other boys in "CAMPUS8 ELLFII in
regione quee vocatur GLEGUISSING", This latter neme is
especially interesting in view of what will be said of
wars and conquests between the Usk and Carmarthen, It

is the first appearance of the nsme given to that

-31-









end of his resistance means anything it would seem to point to
the expulsion of the Irish from Cardigan, and the end of the
inter.racial warfare in South Wales, whilst Vortigern's flight
via Guorthigirniaun would serve to indicate the route followed
by Ceretic - Cunedda's fifth son, and his allies of Powys. As

in the first section, so here also Germanus is the representa-
tive of the British forces and Vortigern personifies the enemies
of Britain. In the Historia the more civilised Britons do nothing
but hold Councils and talk., Vortigern himself is helpless. The
Cunedda tradition does not mention any outside help. Germanus
takes the initiative in two sections and Ambrosius in the other,
The coincidences between the localities described and the events,
would make it very difficult to resist the conclusion that
Chapters 32-48 of the Historia are at bottom, mnothing but a
Nennian version of the Conguest of N, & W, Wales by Cunedda., If
we remember that it was written first in S.E, Wales about 679
(Duchesne Revue Celtique XV 197 XVII 1-5) we can account

for both the absence of any reference to Cunedda and for

the mention of Germanus, and also for the dependence on Gildas

for his history proper.

In his enumeration of the sources of the Primitive Historia
Brittonum Duchesne gives three (1) Gildas (2) The Frankish
Genealogy (3) The Legend of St. Germanus, It is with the third
that we have to do, In seeking for the sources of the Legend,
we can undoubtedly find the influence of Gildas, for the mention
of Ambrosius in C,42 - Unus et pater meus de consulibus
Romanicae Gentis - is only an echo of Gildas C,26 "duce ambrosio
Aureliano qui solus forte Romanae Gentis, occisis parentibus
purpura nimirum indutis, superfuerat". His other sources appear
to have been floating legends. As a Native of South wWales (and

possibly of Archenfield) where there were Churches founded by



descendants of Catell Durnluc and Churches also in connection
with Ireland (Cadoc would satisfy both conditions) he would
be in a position to hear of the English Conquest, of
Vortigern, of Cadell, and of Germanus. Bury Life of St.
Patrick r.266assures us that up to 660 there was a consider-
able vernacular literature of 3t, Patrick in Ireland and the
names of Germanus must have appeared in it. He must have

been aware of the Llanarmon near the "Arx Benlli" of

cc,32-35 and also of the "St. Harmons” in Guorthigirniaun;
and in the absence of any records of foundation he associated
them with St. Germanus of Auxerre whom he assumed must have
founded Churches in the approved Celtic fashion of sixth
Century Wales. Floating legends of inter-racial warfare

and the rise and fzll of Kings provided him with A back-
ground., Already the taste of the pious public has demanded
"miraculous legends in a historical setting® (Bury Life of
St. Patrick p.267) and he, the unknown, proceeded to provide
Wales with its own account of St, Germanus in the setting

of the collapse of British resistance and coming of the
English., Germanus appropriates the credit for all the
meritorious deeds of the British. Vortigern becomes the
subject of all unnatural vices, as if to call in Saxon aid to
further civil war was not enough. His family survives in
"Guorthigirniaun and Buelt" possibly because his sons had
repudiated their father's actions; and the result of all

is the Legend of St. Germanus upon which the Eighth Century
Nennius built his super-structure, We claim that, in its

turn, this Legendary Life of St. Germanus was erected upon

the traditions of the invasion of Wales in the fifth Century
by Cunedda of Manau Guotodin and his sons. The coincidences
are so marked that no other conclusion is possible, and thus
we have seventh century evidence (if Duchesne is right)
corroborating independently the evidence of the Saxon Geneg-
logies and the Genealogies of the Welsh Princes in the
Harleian MS 3859,









(Engiand before the Norman Conquest p.171) accepts the same
date and fixes the "Reconquest of Wales" "somewhere about
385~401", & sees in his invasion, the possibility of the
Roman defence of Britain about the year 400, as having es
one of its essential factors the Maintenance of the West by
British chiefs, heading native bands which formed no part
of the imperial army".

These three views are incompatible, Lloyd considers
them as Colonists; Zimmer, as fugitives from one body of
Scots, who are yet finally victorious over another body of
Scots, who are in open communication by Sea with Ireland;
whilst Omen regards them as native auxiliaries of the
defence force. Zimaer's case is weakened by a quotation
from Cormac of Cashel d.c.900 (Nennius Vindicatus § 126
referring to the possessions of tine Irish outside Ireland
"And not less than in Scotland the Irish had settled
Eastward over the Sea (i.e. from Ireland) and their dwellings
& King's Castles were built there.sssss.see S0 each tribe
nad a spnare in it (this land), for his possessions on this

side (i.e. in Ireland) was equally large, & they (the

Irish) nad this power till long after the coming of

Patrick".

Lloyd and Oman scout the idea of their being fugitives
but they could not be auxiliaries guarding the Northern Wall,
& Colonisers in Wales at the same time.

We are compelled to ask the question. 1s this date
C.384-401 A.D. correct? The Irish evidence will be first

examined.



() LSvidence as to the State & Military Prowess of

Ireland during this Period.

So signally successful an expedition & so prolonged (in
the case of Snowdonia) demands an apathetic or a weakened
Ireland. It also implies an era when invasions pad ceased.

We are asked to believe that the Irish were finally expelled
from Wales by c¢. 385-401, Bury (Life of St.Patrick pp.325-
331 & p.354) enumerating the warlike High Kings of Ireland
who may have been implicated in "Scotic invasions of Britain
from the middle of the fourth Century to the year 427.

gives the following four.

Eochaidh A.D. 358-366
Crimthann A.D. 366-379
Niall A.D. 379-405
Dathi A.D. 405-428.

Of these Niall is represented as having met his death in the
English Channel, while he was invading Britain in 405. His
successor Dathi was killed by lightning while besieging a
town of a King, whose name strongly suggests the Faramund
King of the Franks who is mentioned in the Merovingian
genealogy. Bury would see in Dathi a barbarian chief
hired by Aetius the Roman General; and Prosper's Chronicle
records in 428 a Franco-Roman War neer the Lower Rhine.
(Bury op cit. p. 354).

Another consideration relevant to the discussion is that
of Patrick's captivity, which Bury places in the year 405 A.D.
(Life of St.Patrick pp. 25 & 26 also 331 ff) He argues (p.328
op.cit) that Stilicho's relief & reorganisation of Britain
after the death of Megnus Meximus must be dated 338-391 A.D.
& that until the legio praetenta Britannis" of Claudian was
recalled for the relief of Itely in 402 Britain was left in

peace. The captivity of Patrick is placed in the same year
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as the death of Niall, & his place of Captivity (Western
Connaught, wiose King was a near relative of the Irish High
King) suggests that the band which took him captive formed
part of Niall's invading army.

The presence in Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Gloucester
(Lydney Park) Monmouth (Caerwent) & Cheshire (Stockport).
{&ll on ‘he Western horders) of coins dating to the reigns
of Arcadius & Honorius, would point to the existence of &
Roman Civilisation, which fell only in these years i.e.
C.405 (Journel of Roman Studies Vol 12 p.97. Vol.1l8 p.205)
Had an Irish host devastated these regions immediately after
the depariure of Maximus. We should have found no coins of
the Theodosisn Emperors, whereas Honorian Coing "rule....
certéinly into many hundreds". "The Coleraine treasure goes
down to Honorius® (J.,R.8.XII p.98). Sir Arthur Evans & Dr.
R.C. Collingwood both agree that they represent the fruit
of a Scotic vaid on Britain.

Had Cunedda been & guardian of the Roman Wall who
restored the Roman power in Wales - we should seemingly
have expected to find Honorian Coins in the fortified lamps
in wales, but we do not, although they are found in
Cumberland at Carlisle and Maryport.

The evidence of the Roman Coins - points to the great
overthrow of Roman Civilisation in the West, as having
taken place about 405. Sir Wm. Ridgway (Journal of Roman
Studies XIV 123-136) attributes it to the Irish High King
Niall and that it was during this great attack that Patrick
was captured,but he dates both to 395 & not to 405. He reeads
Claudien's verses (p.1l31 J.R.S, XIV) as referring to actual
hostilities whereas Bury in referring them to 395-399

would have them allude to Stilicho's protective measures
during these years. OSir William Ridgeway relies on Irish

documents which give Patrick's birth in 573, whereas Bury
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uses only the oldest evidence in dating it to 389 & the
captivity to 405.

The conclusion preferred in this study is Bury's -~
that Stilicho's relief measures occupied the years 388-391
& that until 402 when the legion was withdrawn Britain
had peace. The raids broke out again in 405. The Western
coasts were completely devastated. The Eastern portion seems
to have escaped for some years - possibly because the Irish
raiders had been taken into the Service of the Empire as
Mercenaries. But until 428 A.D. the Irish High Kings were
in a position to aid their Countrymen in North Wales and
any date between 385 & 428 for Cunedda's invasion is
improbable. (See also Baring Gould & Fisher op cit. I.
PP«290-295 for impossibility of Cuneddan Conquest before
Dathi's death in 428 A.D.).

From 428 until 462 the High King was ILoegaire. Until
453 his reign was one of unusual peace. These were the
years of St. Patrick's Mission and in his "Confessions™ we
find no echo of any wars between British & Irish. ®"Loegaire
seems to have used it (his Authority) in the interests of
peace seecesese is reign was a period of peacecses.. Apart
from this fatal feud (with Leinster) we do not hear of wars
& we do not hear that he ventured upon expeditions over sea,

or took advantage of the difficulties of Britain, engaged

then in the struggle with the Invaders who were to conquer
her* (Bury op.cit pp. 96 & 97).

It is therefore, most improbable that Cunedda should
have attacked N. Wales before 453 at least, when the great
feud between the High King & Leinster broke out. There
would have been a reference to it and undoubtedly an appeal
would have been made to Ireland for help which would have

been speedily forthcoming.



In 453 the feud with Leinster commences and three

battles are recorded -~ a victory in 453¢eee. 8 defeat in

458 at Ath Dara, in which he (Loegaire) is captured; and

lastly the engagement in which he met his death in 462.

(Bury Life of St. Patrick p.353). Between these two later

battles i.e. in 459 - Bury places the Epistle to Coroticos.

(pe303). An invasion of N. Ireland has taken place a

baptism has been rudely interrupted and some of the Neophytes

slain, Coroticos XKing of Strathclyde bears the odium of the

attack - but the actual Magsacre was the work of Apostate

Picts & Heathen Scots. The importance of the event lies

in the fact, that for the first recorded time, a British King

is able to command the services of Scots & Picts & is able

with impunity to embark on an invasion of Ireland. The

reason is obvious. In the previous year 458 the prestige

of the High King had suffered grievously from his defeat

& capture by the King of Leinster & Ireland was weaker

than she had been for over a Century. We contend that

despite the explicit statement of the 8axon Genealogies

the invasion of Cunedda could not have taken place before

453-458. A date previous to 405 is impossible

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

(8)

(6)

The fiercest raid of all is recorded for that year

St. Patrick was captured in 405,

The number of Honorian Coins found in the West
Pogtilates a survival of Civilisation in those
Districts until approximately that year.

The succession of warlike Irish Kings who would speedily
have avenged the onslaught of Cunedda continued until
428,

The peaceful reign of Loegaire maintained the Prestige
of the High Kings until his defeat in 458,

In 459 we first read of any British King being strong

enough to attack Ireland.

The Irish evidence is overwhelmingly against any date before
004580
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(v) The Evidence of the Welsh Gencalogies.

A

(1) The Genealogies of the House of Cunedda.

When Cunedag (Cunedda) is described in Hists Brit.Ce62
as Mailcun's "Atavus" he is generally considered to have
been Mailcun's great-grandfather, so Harleian MS 3859
Genealogies (published in Y Cymmrodor Vol IX). The
stages in the pedigree are there given as follows :-

Cunedag

]
Enniaun Girt

I
Catguolaun Lauhir
|
Mailcun
Enniaun Girt was the seventh son. But the same Authority

assures us that the eldest son Typipaun had died in

Manau Guotodin before the invasion, and that his son
Meriaun had divided the spoils with his father's brothers.
We are therefore asked to believe that 146 years elapsed
between Meriaun's sharing the spoils & Mailcun's (i.es
first cousin's son to Meriaun) reigning in Guenedota

which is manifestly impossible. It is this impossibility
which makes Prof. J«E. Lloyd cling to the 146 years &
discard the pedigree. Zimmer does not discuss it., But

it is evident that we cannot have both, but in view of

the explicitness of the “"146 years", many have expressed
doubts as to the pedigree. In view, however, of the
definite nature of the Irish evidence, the date has

been shewn to be doubtful and it may be, that the pedigree
is correct. At this stage of the argument, we will

merely assume that it is correct in order to test it vy

comparison with two other pedigrees.
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(2) comparison of Cunedda': Genealogy with those of

Coroticos of Strath Clyde and Catell Durnluc of Powys,

Coroticos appears as a contemporary of 8t, Patrick -
possibly a younger one & the Saint's letter was written to
him at the end of the former's life, presumably 459.
Coroticos!'s descendant Rhydderch was King of Strathclyde &
is mentioned by Adamnan as having been contemporary with
St. Columba; & by the Saxon Genealogies as having fought
arainst Hussa son of Ida 585-592 (Historia Brittonum), This
ganealogy also appears in Harleian !B 3859 & is quoted by
Bury (Iife of St, Patrick p.314). The steps in the Pedigree
are as follows :-

(1) Coroticos (2) Cinuit (son of Coroticos) (3) Dumngual
(son) (4) Clinoch (son) (5) Tutagual (son) (6) Riderch
or Rodercus - floruit 585-592

Catell Durnluc - contemporary of 8t, Germanus & Vortigern is
also mentioned in the Harleian Genealogies & his pedigree
runs as follows: -

(1) Ccatell Durnluc (2) cCattegirn (3) Pascent (4) Maucan
(5) Cincen (6) Brocmail (7) Cinan (8) Selim Killed at

the Battle of Chester 613.

For the purposes of comparison we will continue
Cunedda's pedigree a few stages until we reach the year 613.
(1) Cunedag (2) Enniaun Girt (3) Catguolaun lauhir

(4) Mailoun (d.547) (5) Run (6) Beli (7) Jacobd whose
"dormitatio™ is given under 613 A.D.

The Annales Cambrae (Harl,M3S8 3859) include Selim descendant
of Catell Durnlue and Jacob, Cunedag's descendant in the

same year, a8 follows: -

" 613 Gueith Cair Legion (Battle of Chester) et 1bi
8elim fi1ii Cinan,et Jacob filii Beli ;ormdtatiocecidit
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J.E, Lloyd (p.181) argues that "dormitatio® is almost

always used of the death of an eccles.astic & suggests that

"Jago® if at any time King of Gwynedd had by this time

resigned that office & withdrawn to the quiet of a Monastery”.

It would appear that Jago was in extreme old age & Se¢lim-in

the prime of life,

To arrange the three pedigrees side by side beginning with

the descendants & ascending to the Ancestor :-

(1) N, Wales (2)

7. Jacob (dormitatio 8.

613)
6. Belil 7.
5. Rhun 6.
'4, Mailoun 5.
3. Catguolaun Lauhir 4,
2. Enniaun Girt 4,
l. Cunedag. 2.

1.

If Jacob (or Jago as J.E.

Powys (3) Strathclyde

Selim. Cecidit

613

Cinan 6. Riderch

(floruit 585-92)
Brocmail

5., Tutagual
Cincen

4. Clinoch
Maucan

d. Dumngual
Pascent

2. Cinuit
cattegirn

1. Coroticos.
Catell Durnlae

Lloyd p.181 calls him) of N.Wales

had retired into a Monastery leaving his son to reign inmn his

stead & Selim of Powys were young emnough to fall at the

battle of Chester - then the former would be the contemporary

in age of the latter's father & both would correspond to

Riderch of 8trathclyde in

point of time & age. The six

stages of Riderch's genealogy take us back to Coroticos

of Strathclyde who flourished towards the end of 8%,

Patrick!s 1ife (i.e. 459 - accepting J.B. Bury's Patrician

Chronology i.e, 389-461).

The eight stages of Selim's

genealogy takes us back to the Catell Durnluc of the

Historia Britonum, the contemporary of 8t, Germanus, Vort igem

& Ambrosius, If we allow B8elim to be a generation younger

than Riderch (the latter flourished 585-592 & the former

C.613) then Catell Durnluc must have been s contemporary
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of Coroticos. Again, the seven stages of Jaocob's pedigree
takes us back to Cunedag (or Cunedda) & we are once more
brought back to the same period - that of Catell Durnluc
& Coroticos i.e. to the vicinity of the year 459. If this
comparison of pedigrees proves anything it is that Cunedag
must have flourished about 459 & not 385-401l. The
authority for all threc pedigrees is the same Harleian
MS 3859 & if the N. Walses pedlgree is to be rejected we
must reject all three. But royal pedigrees were generally
carefully kept. Those of the Saints require careful
consideration; for it was undoubtedly tempting to link up
all the eminent men of religion with the ruling familles,
Further the chronological relation of Mailcun to Meriaun
(who was an older aousin of his father) is much more
compatible with a Cunedag who flourished in the latter
year 459,

Just as the Irish evidence would exclude any date for
such an attack on Irish peoples within such easy reach
of Ireland before 453-462, so a study of the Cunedag
genealogy & a comparison of it with these of Powys &
S8trathclyde (whose authority is of equal weight) would
make a date prior to 459 impoasible,

We must then reject the 146 years of the Saxon

Genealogles,

(3) ©Bvidence derived from the dates of the Enplish

Invasion,

If the contention that in the Vita Germani of
Nennius (i.e, CC 32-49 of the Historia Britonum) we have
a2 South Wales version of Cunedag's invasion is correct,
then this invasion synchronised with the coming of the
English. But this date is itself vague & uncertain.
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Constantius's Life of St., Germanus intreduczes us during his
first visit in 429, to a community not yet seriously
disturbed by calamities, The Hallelujah Victory appears as
a raid & the bloodless triumph does not indicate any great
spirit in the raiders, But in 442 a Gallic Chronicle (quoted
by Bury in "Journal of Romen 8tudies Vol X p,153 & Williams,
Christiasnity in REarly Britain p.227 refers to Britain as "In
dicionem Saxonum rediguntur®” Bury quotes this as

indicating that Britain was under the Imperial rule until
442 & his opinion has been challenged, Our contention is
only, that in 442, the Saxons obtained the upper hand in
Britain over whatever Authority existed, St. Germanus
apparently visits Britain again in 447 & dies soon after

in Ravenna, The Historia in Ch, 50 merely refers to the
Saint as returning home soon after Vortigern's death, so
that the association with Vortigern may be placed about 447
A,D, In addition, the above mentioned Gallic Chronicle under 452
A.D, 8til)l refers to Britain, - "Britannise Saxonum
incursione devastatae" (Williams Christianity in Early
Britain p.227). Such a state of affairs as is described
in the Historia cc, 32-49 was possible only fram 442

onwards - if the evidence of the Gallic Chronicle is to be

believed.

(4) Evidence from the presence of Britons on the

Continent,

If we may anticlpate a few years & consider N.W.Gaul
in 461 - we find at a Council of Tours (Nov,1llth 461)
present rmongst others & Nansuetus episcopus Brittenorum®
Williams (Christianity in early Brittain p,282) states "Tt

appears netursl to regard these Britenni & thelr Bishop ss
then settled somewhere within or near the Province of

Tours {.e, LArmorica, On the same page (p.282) he
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describes the charges cf tremason brought against
Arvendus in 469: that he had urged the Visigothic King
to attack "the Britaenni who were settled upon the Lolre
Britannos super Ligerim sitos impugnare oportere"
On page 283 (op cit) he quotes Jordan's History of the
Cothic war in his account of the Allience between the
Bmperor Anthemius (467 -472) & Riotirmus - King of the
Britons who wes sdvancing to his gid with 12000 ren,
These Britons are thus described as a well-lnown nation
& 88 settling on the sea coast of Britanny near the
mouth of the Loire. Taylor (Life of St. Samson of Dol
S.P.C.K. XXVI) quotes Loth's L' Emigration Bretonne P.93
respecting an astonishingly rapid & complete transforma-
tion of Armorice, "In the middle of the Sixth Century,
name, language, customs, everything 1s changed, The
Country is called Britanny: a Celtic lenguage is heard
in it. It i8 not a siow infiltration of strangers it 1s
an inundation". "The exodus from Britain to Armorica
commenced during the first half of the fifth century &
continued for upwards of a century & a half", In the face
of this evidence it is difficult to see how Taylor
(on p. XXX) can describs "M-onsuetus episcopus Britannorum"
a8 probably an Irish erigrant, William's suggestion
thst he was the Bishop who hed accompanied his flock from
Britain is much more credidle,

This Continental evidence points to the emigration
of considersble bodies of Britons to N.,W. Gaul before
469 A,D, It 1s quite in keeping with the evidence of the
two entries in the Gallic Chronicle that Britain fell into
the hands of the Saxons in 442 & that there was a great
devastation in 452,
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Tvidence of the Historia Britonum & Gildas

De Excidio.

Chepters 31 & 41 & 42 all connect the vita Germani
with the days of Ambrosius Aurelianus In the beginning of
the legend he is able to strike terror into Vortigern:
in Chapter 42 he is able to expel him from Snowdonia:
in Chapter 48 Pascent Vortigern's third son succeeds to
his father's Provinces of Buelt & Guorthigirniaun
by the permission of Ambrosius "who wes the Great King
among the Kings of Britain®, To bring out the evidence
of the Historia we must examine that of Gildss's De
Excidio, Chapter 23 describes the inviting of the Ssxons:
Chapter 24, the great attack - the fire of vengeance spread
from sea to sea, & did not cease until destroying the
neighbouring towns & lands it reached the other side of
the island & dipped its red & savage tongue in the Western
Ocean, Chapter 25 "When these most cruel robbers had
returned home, the poor remnants of our nation take arms
ander the conduct of Ambrosius Aurelianus, challenge the
enewy to battle and win a victory., Chapter 26 describdes
varying fortunes until Mount Badon brought with
it peace.

Oman jniatory of England before the Norman Conquest

Ch XII pp. 213-214) compares Gildas's ascount of the
English Invesion with that of the Danes in the eighth
century, The esrly raids are followed by systematic

settlements; & these, by a sustained atteck of e "Great

Army", which, aefter Alfred hes been driven into Athelney,
breaks up, Alfred surprises the remnsnt & there follows
n series of battles until by about 890 Tngland is left in

pesce. Gi{ldes's account 18 a terse ebbrevisted generalised
account, correct in its broed mein lines, Two events

atand out in it - the first victory under Ambrcsius and the



final victory under Arthur at Mount Badon. The great
diffioulty lies in the opening statement of Ch.26 Ex eo
tempore (Ambrosius's Victory) nunc cives nune hostes.
vincebant usque ad annum obsessionis Badonici Montis
novissimae-que ferme de furciferis non minimae stragis,
quiquae quadragesimae quartus ut novi orditur annus
mense iam uw emenso, qui 6t meae nativitatis est.
Both oman (op cit. p.200 note) & Baring Gould & Fisher
(Vol 1ii - pp.99-103) in their summaries of evidence, note
three different interpretations of this sentence -
(1) The 44 years are to be dated backwards from about
544 A.D. when Gildas himself wrote the Excidiof.
His birth & the Obsessio are thus placed about 500
A.D. & the Annales Cambrae date for it - 516 A,D.
1s abandoned. Ussher Mommsen & Oman support
this view,
(2) Bede counts the 44 years omwards frqm the coming of
the Saxons which is placed in 449, The obsessio
thus falls in 493,
(3) Oman reports a conjecture of E,W.B., Nicholson
with which Baring Gould & Fisher agree that the
44 years represent the period between the Victory
of Ambrosius & that of Arthur. This preserves the
Annales Cambrae date for Mount Badon - 516 - &
would provide a date 473 for Ambrosius. In favour
of this view Ch.25 alludes to Ambrosius's descend-
ants as follows ®"And now, his progeny in these
our days. Although shamefully degenerated from the
worthiness of their ancestors®". Note- Their Ancestors
& not their father so that some time must have

elapsed since the days of Ambrosius.
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We have not to decide the actual year in wnich the
obsessio Mountes Badonici took place, but only to fix upon
some outside dates for the period of Ambrosius. Gildas
distinguishes most clearly between his Viectory & that of
Arthur, & described the condition between, as one cf the
fluctuating fortunes. The "terminus ad quem" is
apparently fixed by Nicholson & Baring Gould & Fisher
1.e. 44 years from 516 i.e. C,473. In connection with
this date, it is interesting to note that a British
Monk & Bishop named Riocatus 1is mentioned by Sidonius
Apollinaris as visiting him in Auvergne on his way back to
Britain laden with books from Faustus of Riez (Williams -
Christianity in Barly Britain p.239-441 315 & 316). The
date of this his second visit was between 473 & 475. His
previous visit fell therefore slightly earlier. Such a
visit at this time to Britain of emminence on the
Continent, & a return with books, immediately suggests the
work of Alfred the Great in trying to make good the
ravages of the Great Army of 871-877. They indicate that
by those years, the great stress of the conflict nad
pessed & indirectly support the date of C.472 for the
Victory of Ambrosius. The earlier date - the terminus a
quo is 442. DBut the language of Gildas in regarding thne
Victory of Ambrosius as belonging to a stage of the
conflict later than the break up of the "Grand Aray",
would make it subsequent to 462. Possibly then 452-472
would cover the years of Ambrosius's triumphal carcer. If
we are correct 1in seeing in the Historia Brittonum a
Nennian Version of the North British Congquest of Wales, 3snd
if we can assume that in CC, 3942 Ambrosius has displaced
Cunedda - then the invasion could be assigned to those
years, and once more we are thrown back to the gsaue period,

the third quarter of the fifth century., If the Irish






A REASON for the SAXON GENEAILOGIES' "146 years

before NAILCUN'S REIGN".

In the previous sections, many arguments have been
adduced at considerable length, to prove that the North
British Invasion in 8ll probability occurred between 452 &
473, There satill remains, however the categorical
statement of the Historia Brittonums - "OXLVI annis
antequam Mailcun regnaret®™ Even if such a statement is
incorrect there must have been some justification for its
agssertion & association with the invasions of Cunedda -
it could not be altogether pure invention.

Mailcun's reign can be assigned to the neighbourhood
of the years 530-547 and 146 years previous would bring us
to the years 385-401 A.D. Was there any event during those
years 385-401 & preferably nearer the earlier date, 385
A. D, which might possibly have been identified with the
invasion of Cunedda - or the departure of an Army from
North Britain (the earlier date is imperative for the H.B
records "antequam... regnaret" & not "pefore his death")

In or about the year 383. Magnus Maximus one of the
higher officers of the Roman Army in Britain rebelled
against the Western Emperor, Gratian & invaded Gaul where he
won over the officers of Roman Armies & brought about the
flight & death of Gratian. The depletion of the British
Garrisons to enable Maximus's invasion of the Continent is
regarded by British tradition as marking the end of the
Romen power in Lritain., (Gildas C.12. Historia Britonum
CO 27 & 31. Nennius Vindicatus (Zimmer CC XV especially
sections 230,231, 237) & Oman (England before the lorman
Conquest p.166)., We cannot know exactly the extent to which
the provinces were denuded of its forces, but Collingwood
(Journal of Roman Studies XII pp.87 & 88) believes, on the
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evidence of the Coins, that he took all, or practically all
the garrison of the Roman Wall, & whatever troops were left
in Wales. The departure of the liorthern Garrisons under
Maximums in the year 383 provides us with an event exactly
similar-'to that under Cunedda & happening about 146 years
"Antequam Mailcun regneret®., In each case an Army left

the horth & never returned;& our conclusion is that the
Author of the Statement in the Genealogial Saxonum (H,H, 62)
confused the departure of Maximus with that of Cunedda.

If Gildas expresses such mistaken ideas of the State of
Britain after the departure of Maximums (CC 12 & following)
& can lead astray Bede and the Author of the Historia, we
camnot possibly expect the North British tract writer - who
wrote nearly 150 years later than Gildas, to have an accurate
knowledge of Roman History. The whole story of Nennius's
Vita Germani is a confusing of right history with wrong
individuals. Cunedda has had to give way to Germanus,
Ambrogaius & Catell Durnluc & in Ch.62 the date of his
invasion has been swallowed up by that of Magnus Kaximus's

expedition to the Continent.

This same tradition unexpectedly turns up in North Weles
where Maximus appears as MACSEN WLEDIG. One of the tales
in Guest 's translation of the Mabinogion (pp.81-89., Dent's
Series) is entitled the "Dream of MACSEN WLEDIG". In his
search for the bride of his dream he comes to Rritain with
an army, defeats tie King of Britain, & then presses forward
with his army until he comes to Carnarvon where his search
is rewarded. In Welsh hagiological legend nhe is credited
with being the Ancestor of one of the great groups of
British Saints (Baring Gould & Fisher. Lives of British
Saints Vol.l.p.34) & the Parish Church of Carnarvon
(LLANBEBLIG), situated within the walls of the Ancient

Segontium, derives its name from one of his sons, The
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Cunedda traditions undoubtedly make his (Cunedda's) descend-
ants come into Snowdonnla with a conquering army & as we
shall see later, the earliest Christian inscribed stone in
Wales (the Penmachno stone with the Chi-Rho Lionagrsm) was
found in Snowdonia - affcrding evidence that Caristianity
came with him thither. So that here again we haves evidence
of the same confusion, « Maximus having displaced Cunedda.
If, as Oman suggests, the defensive duties of the North
and West gradually devolved more & more upon native chilefs
(England before the hormen Conquest pp 171 & 189) the
confusion between the Auxiliaries of Kaximus & the tribesmen
of Cunedda - could be accounted for, especially if Cunedda's
title of GWLEDIG could be considered a Celtic equivalent of
Patricius, (GWLEDIG-GWLAD; PATRICIUS-PATRIA; a possible
barbarian etymology even if indefensible from a classical
st andpoint), Once the confusion is admitted, & the date
assigned to Cunedda's departure from the North is seen
to accord exactly in point of time with that of Maximus's
Northern Garrisons the whole issue is simplified. There
must be an element of truth to serve as the kernel of all
good fictlion & legend, & the kernel in this instance 1is,
that in the year 383 A.D. about 146 years before MAILCUN'S
reign an Army undoubtedly left the region of the OTADENI
i.e. Horth of the Tyne - never to return - only, it was the
Army of Maximus & not that of Cunedda. This legendary
matter 1s a curious inversion of thnat deriving from Wales.
In the latter stories far from Cunedda's original home =
Cunedda has been every where supplanted; but in the former,
deriving from the region of the Roman Walls, - he obtains
credit for the lMarch of Maximus, an exploit which was not
his, whilst the date of his own Expedition has disappeared
entirely into obdblivion.
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The conclusions to which we have attained are :
(1) A North British Invasion of Wales occurred, & is
attested by the Saxon Genealogies, the Genealogies of the
WVelsh Princes in Harleian M.3.3859, by local traditions,
& by the Historia Britonum Chapters 32-49.
(2) That this invasion took place between 452 (or eveun 459)
and 473.
(3) That the date given by the Saxon Genealogies -
385-4C1l is really that of the withdrawal of the British

legions by Maximus, which has here been confused with the

liarch of Cunedda-.

The Historia Britonum associates with this invasion, two
other movements of political significance in the Welsh
borders.

a. The rise to power of a new dynasty in Powys (SE Denbigh-
shire & Montgomeryshire ) which retained its position
for 400 years,

b. The settlement of Vortigern's (Guorthigirn's) son in the
districts of Buelt & Guorthigirniaun (Breclknock N of
the Irfon, & all N, & W, Radnorshire),

The entire Northern half of the Welgh Borders from the

Modern town of Builth up to the N,Wales Coast would seem

to have been ablaze with war, civil and racial during these
years,

There are echoes of the struggle farther South. The
upper Valley of the Usk from the Black Mountains to its

gource & from Builth to the Brecknock Beacons, has in

Welsh borne the name BRYCHEINIOG the land of Brychan,



the most shadowy & illusive of all the Welsh heroes of the
past. Tradition and Legend have credited him with an
innumerable progeny, which have performed feats of the most
amazing chronological agility, his daughters having married
men belonging to five separate generations and dorne
children to all. It is a sheer impossibility to harmonise
the different lists, All we can hope to do is to recover

the main framework of the legend.

The King of this region sent his daughter to Ireland
via St, David's (Porthmawr, Whitesand Bay) to be married
to Anlach son of Coronac, a King's son. They remain in
Ireland until a son is born, whose name is called BRYCHAN
They return to the upper Usk Valley and the son is handed
over to a foster father for seven years, He is then sent
as a hostage to Powys & finally returns to rule in
Brecknoock (Baring Gould & Fisher op cit I pp. 303-309)

Of recent years the lagend has been subjected to
relentless criticism (Mr. G. Puredur Jones in the
Archasologla Cambreusis & others) principally on the score
of the Ancestors which later genealocgists have assigned
to Brychan, who appear to have Norse Names . Anlach the
son of Coronac or Cormac has been identified with Anlaf
Cuaran, King of Dublin 943-982 AJD. Unfortunately the
legend does not exist in a form sufficiently early to
enable us to see what it was prior to the Danish
invasions. I1ts sole authority is a 13th Century M8 the
Cognatio de Brychan of which there are two versione both
published by Wade Evans in Y, Cymmrodor XIX pp. 29-37
the whole rather referring back to an original of the

11th or the 12th Century.



In favour of the legend, thnere is the fact that the
nameé BRYCHAN is Irish. At Endellion in Cornwall, there is
an inscription to a BREOCAN & in the West of Ireland there
is a Tribe called the Hy BRACHAIN (Baring Gould & Fisher
Vol.L p.31) ANLACH - the name of BRYCHAN'S father may be a
generic name & has been identified with the HUA-LAGH a
family in Leinster (Baring Gould & Fisher Vcl.I p.303) The
remoter ancestors may easily be dismissed as either fictions

or misplaced links of later hagiologistse.

Before we can test the main facts of the simple legend,
we must first sscertain the period of his life. He is
considered by the earliest Welsh Legends to have been the

paternal grandfather of St. Cadoc of Llancarven who was more

or less & contemporary of St. David. According to the
legend of Cadoc, his father Gwynllyw was a merauding
chieftain, who obtained, as the price of peace, the hand of
Gwladys the daughter of Brychan. Gwynllyw's father, GLYWYS
was 2 grandson of CATsLL DURNLUC who earned for himself by
conquest a domain in the modern counties of Glamorgan and
Monmouth. St. Cadoc's pedigree through father & mother

would eppeer to run as follows: (N.B. the pedigree is

inverted.
CADOC
GWYNLLYW = GWLADYS
GLfWYS the conqueror of BRJCHAN’
| lamorgan & Monmouth

TEGID
CATELL DURNLUC (of Historia Britonum C32.35)

(see Baring Gould & Fisher. Lives of British Saints I 210
I1 14 II1 131 230.
I1 14 calls Gwledys, dsughter, or more probably grand-
daughter of Brychan. No arguments are given in

favour of the preference. All the evidence points
to her being the daughter.)
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If Cadell Durnluc was a contemporary of Cunedd&, & the
iatter had a grandson Meriaun, old enough to tske part in
the Campaign, & to share in the spoils, then the youtn of
GLYWYS and BRYCHAN would both correspond with the period of
conquest i.e., to C459-472. This period ealso corresponds
with the legenrd. Brychan's childhood would apparently
belong to the years of peace, his youth to the years of
Cunedda's invasion, when he would be sent as 2 hostage to
Powys. The Historia C.48 refers to the Settlement of ZPuelt
& Guorthigirniaun by the power of Ambrosius. The Ordovices
had helped in the Conquest of Ceredigion & nothing would bs
more natural than for them to secure their position in the
Usk Valley in a peaceful manner if possible.

The predominance of dedications belonging to
Brychan's daughters and grandsons in the lands between the
Towy the Wye and the Black Mountains & the Monnow apéak of e
widespread influence, an influence, not merely of ah
ancient dynasty, one also of marriage alliances with other
ruling femilies. It is hard to see that such legends could
have attached themselves to men of the 1l0th Century, whereas
there was every reason for the growth of a legend in the
earlier period. Another objection is that the name
BRYCHEINIOG is too late, it belongs to the age of RHEINWG,
SEISYIILWG, MORGANWG i.e. to the seventh, if not to the
eighth century. But the fifth century was the century of
RHUFONIOG, MEIRIONYDD,ETEYRNION, CEREDIGION & all the other

domains of the house of CUNEDDA and even of GUORTHIGIRNIAUN.
Vortigern's own province. -There is every reason why
BRYCHEINIOG should have obtained its name in the fifth
Century. The main facts pf the legend are true to the main

facts of the history cf the period, and the steps in the
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descent of Brychan's grandson place BRYCHAN in the very
years , in whieh we should expect to find him - a young man

in his teens, at some time between 459 & 473.

THE CONQUEST OF GLEWISSING.

This region, spelt variously GLEWISSING, GLYWYSSING,
CLWYSING or oldest of all GLEGUISSING is the district
extending from the Usk in Mommouthshire to the TAVE or the
LOUGHOR in Glamorganshire or even to the TOWY in
Carmart henshire. According to the lsgends of Saints belonging
to its ruling family - Beuno, Cadoc, Gwynllyw, Glywys. (see
Baring Gould & Fisher, Lives of British Saints I 210, II 214,
III 131, 230) it derived its name from that of its Congueror
a scion of the race of Catell Durnluec i.e, GLYWYS son of
TEGID son of CATELL himself., Although the legends in their
present form belonging to the eleventh or twelfth centuries,
the name GLEGUISSING is found in the Historia Brittonum

Chapter 41 (Mommsen's Bdition) proving that the tradition
was represented as early as C.,679 if this date be a correct
one for the first Historia. VWe know nothing of GLYWYS,

At his death his possessions were divided amongst his sons
& we find GWYNLLYW ruling in the East on the banks of the

Usk, a POULENS or POULENTIUS in PENYCHEN, (East Glamorgan) &
a MERCHGUIN ap GLIVIS ruling in Gower (Liber. Landavensis

(Rees BEdition) p.73 & p.320 Chapter II section 9) also an
Etelig in Edeligion near Usk (Baring Gould & Fisher Vol,.II
Article Cybi). As Catell Durnluc's Grandson he would be a
contemporary of Meriaun, grandson of Cunedda & Brychan of
Brecknock and his conquest would correspond with that of
the sons of Cunedda, more probably in their later stages
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 plau King in
' chenfield

1.e. C.470, We have no information of the Conquest & very
few indications of allies. The line of March must have been
the Roman Road via Kenchester & Abergavenny. It was the only
available route, lying between the Black Mountsins % the hille
of North East Monmouth. In this gap is the little Church of
LLANVIHANGEL CRUCORNEY (i.e. LLANVIHANGEL CRUG CORNEU) (i.e.
CRUG - MOUND, CORNEU -of the CORNOVII) (Morris Jones, Welsh
Grammar pp. 107, 114 for relation of CORNEU to CORNOVII)

In the Moors between Newport and Cardiff we have a
COED-KERNEW (The Wood of the CORNOVII), The invaders musat
have forced their way through the Gap in the hills and
merely followed the Roman Road down the Usk Valley and
Westward through Glamorgan.

The Pedigree of Dubricius (Baring Gould % Fisher Vol.II
p.375) give us one or two further interesting sidelights
on this same period. If we invert the steps it will help us:
Dubricius - first known Bishop in S. Wales died C. 548

|
Ebrdil -~ his mother

d1.e. Constantine the Cornovian
Dubricius was an older contemporary of Maglocunus. His
great-grandfather Constantine the Cornovian was a contemporary
of Cunedag. Catell Durnluc, Ambrosius and all the
heroes and villains of the Historia Britonum. The Cornovii
are commemorated in Archenfield in a lost LLANGERNIU a Church
of the Cornovii - Liber landavensis pp. 69 & 315. Only the Wye
separated Archenfield from the lands of the Cornovii & it is
quite possible that they were implicated in this invasion, as
they were also in the invasion of Anglesey, where they are
commemorated in LLANFAIR YNG VGHNORNWY. Sancta Maria in
Cornoviis. To say the least, Archenfield, proved an

admirable base for the invasion of the South,
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state that they are teken from a Common Welsh source

& are extant in a NS of C. 1200 A.D. (Vespasian A XIV)

(British Juseum Cottonian Collection).
(3) Wede Evans assumes that there waa a mistake on the

pert of the 12th Century copyist. 1lhere cen be squally

& misteke on the part of & l<th Century hagiologist.
All the Welsh Seintly pedigrees cdifferentiate between the
two Constantines the contemporary ot Gildas end his
greaet—-great-grandfather. According to them the pedigree
runs - Constentine King of Pamnonia, son of Cador (the
contemporary of Arthur ("Vita Carantoci™) son of Geraint, son
of Erbin, son of -Constantine the Cornovian, who has been
most tragically identified with Constantine the Usurper of
408-411. If the earlier Constantine is given his proper
Chronological place as a ocontemporary of Cunedda, Coroticos
Catell Durnluc and Ambrosius, all the other stages fall into
line and the complications disappear. In addition we receive
further insight into the conditions of Britain into the
fifth Century.

The Northern Coast of Brittany from Dol to Breet (the
River Quouesnon to the Elorn) was long known as Dumnonee
because it had been colonised from Dumnonia (the opposite
coast of Britain, i.e. Cornwall, Devon and West Somerset).
This emigration began about the middle of the 5th Century
end contimued for a huhdred years (Baring Gould & Fisher op.
cit. I p4l & Taylor "life of Samson of Dol" pxxvi & Celtic
Christianity in Cornwall p.41) The S.W. corner of Brittany
is called Cornubla or Cornugellia, Taylor (Life of St.

Samson of Dol p.xxvi) & derives its names from Carmovian Settlers



It must have been colonised later than Dumnonee far the
simple reason thut it wes further eway from the home-land.
We may safely assume that for some reason or other these
Dumnonians had fled C.450-500 A.D. It may be that the Irish
were pressing up from Cornwall, or that the Saxons, antici-
pating the Strategy of the Danes, were attacking on the west
as well as the East.

Baring Gould & Fisher, (Vol.l pp. 32.34) give a
summary of civil wars in Leinster & conclude that c¢.460-480
dispossessed tribes from Ireland crossed over to Cornwall
& settled there. The presence of Irieh immigrants attacking
the rear, whilst the Saxons were invading the Eastern side
would make things intolerable for the defenders & moreover
this Irish colonisation was teking place at the very time
when the invasion of Cunedda was sweeping over N. Wales.

It may be that amongst the settlers in Cornwall there were
also the fugitlives from Wales.

It has always been a mystery why Cornwall should have
been so named & that the old name of Dumnonie should heve
been restricted to the region East of the Temar. But this
become intelligible if we see in it a name darived from
Cornovian Conquerors: & if this took place about the year
480 (i.e. the Cornovian Conquest of Cormwall) it also
provides CYSTENNIN GORNEU (Constantine the Cornovian) with
his proper place in Chronology & also in the political
history of the age. At the very time, when Ambrosius was
rallying his followers egainst the Saxons and Cunedda, Catell,
and their allies were reducing the Irish to subjection and
impotence in Wales, Constantine was securing the rear in
the Devonian FPeninsule,

May we also see in the invasion of Ireland by Coroticos



of Strathclyde the first stage in the Wer? His attack was

a feint, to test the strength of Ireland and also to draw
the attention of the Irish from the main attack, which was
to. be delivered on the Irish in Wales. The presence of

place names, bearing the name of Ordovices, Cornovii &
possibly Selgovee (Llanfihangel din Sylwy) in Snowdonia &
Anglesey, point to a combination of forces. The association
¢f the name of Ambrosius with the explusion of Vortigern

from Snowdonia (Hist: Brit: 39.42) may also point to his aid
in the effort. The Cornovii are associated with the invasion

of Monmouth & possibly Glamorgan (the place nemes) & the

Royal Cornish genealogies (in forms which would appear
to have escaped the influence of the .Arthurian Romances)
trace the Conquest of the S.W. & the subjection of the Irish
in those regions to the Cornovii & their leader a certain
Constantine.

This theory would seem to be supported by the fact
that all the GWLEDIGS of Welsh history and legend are
associated with such a combined movement. Coroticos of
Strathclyde, the invader of Ireland in 459, is known as CERETIC
WLEDIG (he must not be confused with the son of Cunedda who
gave his name to Ceredigion or Cardigen); CUNEDDA the invader
of Wales, is known as CUNEDDA WLEDIG; Ambrosius, the expeller
of Vortigern, is definitely identified in the Hist. Brit. 42
with EMRYS WLEDIG; & Maximus who conquered Britain to win
him a wife in Carnervon (Guest's Mabinogion 81-92) is also
known as NAXEN WIEDIG. If GWLEDIG is & vernaculsr equivalent
of PATRICIUS then the three historical characters would seem
to be, after a kind, successors of Roman Officials. Coroticos
defended the Western end of intonine's Wall. Cunedda the

BEastern, & both would be responsible for warding off the
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from the metter contained in the Lives & are of &n ciurl
value. Those of Meximus & Constantirne III will te exeamined
here.

Meximus or lexen Wledig Baring Gould & Fisher op. cit

Vol.1l p. 90.

MAXEN WLEDIG (Magnus Clemens Meximus Imp. 383-8).
)

BTWOWAEN FINDDU St. Pebleg St. Ednyfed St. Gwythyr St.Cystennin Antonius

mlnir St. Madog Dyfnwal Hen Caéwr Cerédig
l
wrddyled ]
l Gafran Cedig (or Clinoch) Ynyr King of Gwent
\rch i r r )
Aedan YacGebran Tudwal Serfan Senyllt
l defeated at Armterid [ 1 |
'wron 574 Rhydderch Heel St.lordaf Hael Nudd Hael
I [ !
iydno &c., &e. , &é.,
I
jt. Mygnach

The existence of St. Owein Finddu and all his descendants,
St. Ednyfed, & St. Gwythyr, depends upon the unsupported
evidence of the Iolo MSS, &n evidence which no competent

Welsh scholar would accept alone. (vide Owain Finddu B.G.& F.

IV p.36 St.Madog do. III 395, Mygnach III 508 Ednyfed II 411

Gwythyr III 251. The last was probably inserted as Gwythur
is the Welsh equivalent of Victor & Neximus had & son of
that nsme). St. Peblig is better suthenticated. He is the
only member of the family to be associated with a Church
but his connection with the family of Maximus rests on the
fact, that Legend counected the latter with Cearnarvon, & the
ancient Parish Church of'Ca:narvon'was dedicated to him.
Cystennin is not so much as named in Baring Gould & Fisher,
nor Ceredig the son of Ednyfed. Cadwr, Ednyfed's second son
is found only in the Iolo XSS (v.R.G. & F. 11 p47) but with

Dyfnwel Hern, the remaining son of Ednyfed we enter the
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region of history, which unfortunately confutesg the

evidence of the Iolo MSS & the above pedigree.

Dyfnwal Hen according to B.Ge & Feo II p.398 18
agsociated with the family of XMaxen only in the
Iolo ¥SS, whilst the older evidence of Penarth MS
45 gives him as the ancestor of the Kings of North
Britaine Bearing in mind his second son Cedig or
Clinoch and the latter's son and Grandson - Tudwal
& Rhydderch Hael we turn to the descent of the King
of Strathclyde as recorded in Harleian Mg 3859; Zimmer,
Celtic Church, p.54t Bury, Life of St. Patrick 314, &
we find the following -~

Ceretic Guletic

|
Cinuit

I
Dumngual

I
Clinoch

Tutagual

Ridérch
The Iolo MSS have taken the fbur later steps in the
descent and have grafted them on to the genealogy
of Maxen, through a fictitious son - Edynfed. We
can therefore 1limit the descendants of the Pseudo-
lMaximus to his sons and to the descendants of his
eldest son - Owaine. All his other descendants are
(according to the pedigree) those of Coroticos of
Strathclyde. But the pedigree is incorrect in this
respect. Aeddan KacGabran is the King of Scottish
Dalriada who was elected by Cclumba's influence, & whose
defeat by Ethelfrith of Northumbria in 603 at Dawston

laid the foundation of Northumbria's greatness (Oman

opecit 250 & 251. His pedigree according to Skene
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In the section dealing with Constantine the Cornovian
it was pointed out thet the wWelsh Corneu wes derived from tle
Letin CORNOVII (J. Morrie Jones, VWelsh Gremmer pp.107-114)
also that Cystennin (or Constantine the Cornovian) could
not possibly be Constantine III the Usurper, As the Gresat

Grandfather of St. Dubricius, his connection with the latterx
demanded & date corresponding to that of Coroticos,Arbrosius
Cunedag & Catell Durnluc; The lstter identification i.e.
with one of the British leaders of ¢459-475 is feaslible and
true to the history o{ the time, whilst the identification
of the old legends and the above pedigree is imposeibls on
all grounds, It follows that with Constantine III Constans
Augustus disappeers also.

Cpnstantine's two sons Erbin & Digaini are as well
attested as most British Saints, but the pedigree's identifi-
cation of Erbin with Erb the father of King Pepiau is
entirely unsupported. Moreover, it mekes the latter marry
his father's sister. The lLibver landavensis (Rees's Edition
pp 69 & 314, 72 & 318, 72 & 319) meke Erb a king of Ergyng
(Archenfield) and Fepiau his son have a King Constantine
for his father in law. One may add that there is no evidence
quoted for the identification of Erbin with Erb, & it may
justly be characterised as a gratuitous insertion & Fepiau's
only connection with Constentine remeins e marriage

connection.

Eloan & Ysgin, Geraint's sons appeer from B.G. & F.

I1 449 & 1V 367 as very substantiel end contradictory

figures, so that Geraint emerges as the only reliable link

in the chein. In considering his sons,the asppearance of Caw






Note B. THE "I0L0 MANUSCRIPTS®,

The above name indicates a collection of Manuscripts
published in Llandovery in 1848 and reprinted by I. Foulkes,
Iiverpool 1888. They were edited for the Welsh Manusoript
Society by Taliesin Williams the son of Edward Williams,
who had collected the original Manuscripts or had made
Tranacripts of them., Edward Williams's nom de plume was
Iolo Morgaenwg and, these Manuscripts were named the Iolo
Manuseripts from him. They were intended as a supplement to
the Manuscripts published under the name of the "Myvyrian
Archaelogy of Wales® in 1801 and 1807, and purported to be
copiles of originals discovered by him in Glamorganshire
subgequent to 1807, They have had of late years a wery
mixed reception at the hands of Scholars, who hesitate to
quote them as an unsupported authority. (Vide J.E. Lloyd.
History of Wales p.192 - Bangor. p.l193 lest paragraph =-
P.282 - last two paragraphs),

Baring Gould and Fisher make externsive use of the Iolo
¥anuscripts but notwithstanding this, they repeatedly express
doubt as to the value of the evidence they quote. In view
of the adverse comments directed on them in the previous
note, a few extracts from the "Iives of the British Saints"
will explain the caution necessary and will also arouse a
feeling of astonishment that evidence of such a doubtful
quality was ever adduced by the learned editors of that
monumental work of reference.

1.,p.222. But it must be remembered that the hagiologieal
documents printed in the Iolo Manuscripts are late

being the compilations of Glamorgan antiquaries of

the 16th and 17th Centuries; and they have been

"edited" by Iolo Morganwg but to what extent it ig now
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preserves the memory of a Ste Brynach Wyddei: - Brynach the
Irishman - who leaves Ireland with Brychan of Braecknook

and finally marries his daughter and settles down in this
corner of Pembrokeshire (Baring Gould and Fisher Vol. I.

pr. 321 & 327) He apparently endurss much persscution from
his wife and her followers (op.cit p. 322) who are anxious
to concil iate the North British invaders of Cardigan by
prosecuting all Irishmen, His plety finally wins respect
and peace and he is allowed to settle and found churches
wherscever he chooses. It is difficult to decide how much
of the legend as given above (op cit) is dus to the original
and how much to the conclusions of the editors., Brynacﬁ is
made the Companion of Brychan from Ireland, but the De Situ
Brecheniauc (Cymmrodor XIX-XX p. 24 & 31) makes Brychan to be
less than four years old on his return from Ireland, and the
Cognacio Brychan (Cym. XIX-XX p. 28 & 36) gives his age as
two and there is no mention of Brynach unless by chance

he is to be identilied wiih the Fernach of the De Situ
Brecheniauc (op cit. XIX-XX p. 24 & 32) If the identification
is correct, then his becoming a Son-in-law of his infant
prince -~ would involve a very lengthy period of waiting. The
whole legend and especially that part of it connecting him
with the family of Brychan is palpably a late invention. But
there is nothing improbable in his having been an Irigh
missionary in N, Pembrokeshire before or even during the
Conquest of Cardigan.

Both Bury (Life of St. Patrick pp. 51-58) and Stokes and
Lawlor (Ireland and the Celtic Church pp. 23 & 4, p.52) admit
the existence of Christian Communities in Ireland before
Patrick or Palladius, Both aiso admit that Patrick evangelis-
ed, directly or through disciples, the Kingdoms of Cashel
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Ossory, and the land of the Hy, Ceinselaich (B. pp. 162 &
166, S & L. ppe 935 & 94). This evangelisation must have
taken place, prior to 460, Between 460 & 480 a tremendous
ocivil war broke out in Munster between the King of Cashel
(Angus MaoNatfraich) and the Ossorians which resulted in
the expulsion of the latter from Ireland. Presumably they
would have been Christiasns, and possibly some of them
might have orossed over to Pembrokeshire. At least nothing
seems to militate against a belief that an intercourse
between Pembrokeshire and Ireland from ¢c. 430 onwards, must
have led to the conversion of both regions, and it is more
probable that Pembroke was converted from Ireland than
vice versa. If Pembroke was Irish speaking then it would
derive its culture from Ireland, and also its religion,
rather than from Britain., In this connection, it is also
interesting to note than even in the days of St. David
Pembrokeshire looked towards Ireland rather than Eastwards.
Ste David's Irish disciples monopolise a number of Chapters
in the "Life of St. David®™ whilst his Welsh disciples are
no more than named (St., Aiden of Ferns ococupies Chapters
35, 36, 37, & 42 of Rioemarchus's Life; Scutinus, Chapters
37 & 38, St. Barre 39 & 40 licdomnoc 41 & 43) and there

is much to be said in favour of the view that St. David's

episcopal labours concerned Ireland much more than Wales

but this question will be dealt with more fully in its
proper place. But the statement that Pembroke should have
rece ived its Christianity from Ireland rathsr than vioe
versa, denands proof.

(1) J.B. Lloyd (History of Wales Ch. IV pp. 110. Brythonic
Conquest of Wales) makes S.W. Wales an Irish Colony
Zimrer Nennius Vindicatus XI 123, establishes
the same conclusion and even quotes Irish evidence,

tracing the descent of the rulers of Demetia ¢,750 A.D.
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from Bochaidh Almuir a chieftaln of the Dessi who, with
a section of ths tribe crossed over from Ireland to
Pembrokeshire in the third century ( 124 and note,

(2) Their language remained Irish until at least the
8ixth Century if not later. They were not conyuered,
but gradually absorbed and their indepenidecuce cnly
ceased with the marriange of the last descendaat. -

a daughter - to Fywel Dda in tha early 10th Ceatury.
(Lloyd op cit: Zimmer Wennius Vindicatus sse above)

(3) Zimmer (Celtic Church in Britain & Ireland) is at
pzains to prove a british origin for Irish Christianity
and he adduces 1in support, a number of o0ld Irish
ecclesiastical terus, which have been borrowed from
tha Latin indirectly, and by way of the old british
Tongue.

(4) In this case, with the Irish language still predomin-
ant in S.W, Wales - the missionaries in Ireland must
have come from the Britilsh-speaking and not the Irish
speaking portions of the country.

(5) If either district influenced the other, the homeland
would be more likely to influence the Colony, than
vice versa, and the Brynach, Brioc and Brychan legends
all appear to refer to a Christian Ireland and a
dominant heathenism in Pembrokeshire and S, Cardigan-
shire at the time of the Cuneddan invasion (a further
significance of this will be discussdoa in connection
with St. Illtyd). 1In conclusion, the only direct
evidence of a Cuneddan and Pre-Cuneddan Christianity
in Wales is the Penmachno Stone and the Christian names
of certain members of Cunedda's family in the north,

and the presence of an Irish Christianity in the S. &

W. a8 1llustratzd in the legends of Brychan of Brecknock

Brioce of Cardiganshire and Brynach of Kemeys in N,W,

Pemb rokeshire.
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In the subsequent sections, they will be dealt with more
fully. Dubricius first, because his disciples were less
eminent and his influence more confined ; Illtyd afterwards

as demanding a more extensive treatment.

DUBRICIUS.,

The legends of St. Dubricius are recorded in (1) Liber
landavensis (Rees's Bdition pp.75, 83 & 323 - 331) (2) Baring
Gould & Figher, lives of the British Saints., Vol, II pp.359 -
382 and Williams - Christianity in Barly Britain pp.309-316.

The circumstances of his birth, as thus recorded suggest
illegitimacy, his father's name is not given, but his mother
appears as Ebrdil, daughter of Pepian, King of Archenfield,
and she has apparently given her name to "Ynys Ebrdil", the

district between the Dore and the Wye and to the East of the
Roman Road from Abergavenny to Hereford, Her father's wrath
led him to attempt her death by drowning and dburning, but in
each case the attempt was miraculously frustrated. The

child ie born and cures the grandfather's malady by another
miracle. This account can be parallelled from the legends

of St. Kentigern and 8t, Cenydd of Gower and more remotely
from that of St. David's birth. Indeed, one may find an
interesting parallel in the Classical myth of Danae and the
birth of Perseus. Dubricius's parentage and descent may be
quite correctly given, even if the old hagiologer felt
impelled to rate his hero above those of antiquity. In fact,
it is almost impossible to explain his predominance in
Archenfield save on the grounds of connection with the "royal"
family, and it is also more than possible that his appearance
as "Bishop" ie due to the same consideration; that the
jnfluence of his family cohnections would supplement that of

his personal character and ecclesiastical office,

The legends omit all accounts of his education and
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ordinations, and he first appears as Bishop with his
headquarters at Hentland near Ross-on-Wye. Dubriciue's
subsequent life will be considered in two phases -- phase 1
being that of his associatiops with Hentland and phase II
that of his association with Moccas or Mochros, to which

he apparently transferred.his headquarters at a later
period. To each of these periods belong stages of church
organisation, and names of disciples and due consideration

will be given to them.

Dubricius - phase I. The "Hentland" period,

In the preceding part (that dealing with the Nortn
British Invasion of Wales and the Saxon Invasion of EZngland)
attention has been drawn to the similar strategy '
employed by both Danes & Saxons (vide Gildas De Zxcidio ce.
20 - 26) - a sequence of coastal descents, raids inland,
invasions of a Grand Army and finally settlements; and a
parallel has been drawn between the journey of Bishop
Riocatus in Gaul amd his return with books from Faustus of
Riez, and the work of Alfred the Great in restoring
learning and religion in Wessex. Another parallel can be
noted here. When Alfred sought for scholars to found
schools in Wessex after 878 he is compelled to admit that
there are only very few South of the Humber and not more
North of it ; and South of the Thames not one, who could
translate from latin into Anglo-Saxon and vice versa.
Wessex had become illiterate in the course of one generation
The only four English Scholarsvhom Alfred could secure
were all Mercians and at their head was Werfrith - Bishop
of Worcester. Worcester, alone seems to have preserved
its tradition of learning and for nearly a century produces
men who play no small part in the advancement of English

Life and learning (Oman - 2ngland before the Norman

Conquest pp.476 & 477)
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When we consider the circumstances of the Saxon
Conquest, the counterpart of Worcester must be al=so sought
for. The neighbourhood of Uriconium was exposedto raids
from Chester and Ireland and the Bristol Channsl was
similarly exposed, But the district around Ross was much
more favourably situated. The Severn was bridged at
Gloucester and only a few miles farther West the wild
Country of the Forest of Dean provided a haven of refuge.
The Northern Shores of the Bristol Channel displayed no
products of a luxurious civilisation to tempt any
Plunderers ; with the result that the region would be left
in comparative security.

Further, the district around Ross was itself, in
Roman times, an iron smelting district, and its capital
was the small town of ARICONIUM situate near Bollitree in
the Parish of Weston-under-Penyard, a mile or two Zast of
Ross. Iron scoriae and clinkers have been found in the
parishes of Walford and Weston under Penyard on the fast
Bank of the Wye; and in the parishes of Ganarew, Whitchurch,
Goodrich, lLlangarren, St. Weonarde, Tretire, Hentland,
Peterstow and Bridstow, on the West bank (G.H. Jack -
Ariconium - 1923 - printed Hereford)., The lLiber landavensis
(pp. 151-166 & pp, 405-422) gives a list of supplementary
bishops. (Ubeluui Episcopus Ubeluui, Aidan, Blgistus
Bpiscopl ; Iunapeius Episcopus, Comeregius Episcopus,
Arguistil Zpiscopus, Gutuan Zpiscopus, Guodlou Zpiscopus,
Bdilbui ZBpiscopus, Grecielis Bpiscopus) Attempts have been
made to assign them specific sees; others have found in
them a chor-episcopate; others a non-authoritative episcopate
of the Irish type. There are objections to all three and

one objection germane to all. The Liber landavensis and
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Eisenarchua's Life of 5t. David were hoth sroducts of an
age of intenae rivalry betwzen Llandaff and 8t, David'so
for territory and preatige. Fach diocese claimed independ-
ance for Wales and primaey for itself ;. and this formidable
1ist of bishops was not invented but 30 interpreted as to
glve Dubricius the desired Status. There is no question
»f dependent gsees, Such were only found in areas of

city settlements, such as Asia Minor or Proconsular
Africa (Harnack - BExpansion of Christianity Vol.IIl pp.98 -
101) and there is no evidence at all of such a2 social
development in Britaln. If the episcopate in its
development followed any precedent it would be that of
Gaul, where the Capitals of the tribes became episcopal
sees gnd the provincial capitals archiepiscopal. (Hateh
Organization of the Barly Christian Church 202 note) The
development of Episcopacy followed the lines of civil
development ; which was tribal and cantonal rather than
municipal; and by the time that the Church had sufficiently
progressed in the West to need a complete hierarchy - the
current had set very rapidly against the chor-episcopate.
A number of Councils in the 4th Century passed Canons
limiting the power of the Chor-episcopoi, with the result
that by the time of Sozomen they were to be found only in
isolated regions and among hereties (Harnack Op.cit pp.100
and 101 Note) The only instance we have of a chor-
episcopate in the West 1s a revival in Gaul in the 8th
Century A.D, but this revival was very shortlived (Hatch
op.cit p.198 note) Possidly a theory of an eastern

origin for the ancient British Church (via. Iyons,
Marseilles, and the associations of Irenaeus with Lyons)

may have led some to believe that a chor-episcopate on



the Asiatic Model may have been introduced into Britain.

But whatever may have been the origin of the British Church,
its development proceeded on Western and tribal and not

on Bastern and municipal lines. There can therefore be

no question of a chor-episcopate under Dubricius,

The suggestion that they were the Conventional Celtic
type of Bishop performing episcopal functions, but enjoying
no jurisdiction is due to the supposition that all Celtic
Churches followed a uniform type of organisation (i.e., the
Irish, Willes Bund's Celtic Church in Wales is avowedly
written from this point of view). But such a generalisation
is far too sweeping. Ireland possessed a Constitution in
the Senchus Mor, and the relations of the High King to the
Provincial Kings and the sub-reguli, and each to the others
were very carefully delineated. Moreover the cultural
life of Ireland, and particularly its artistic life had
run in the same undisturbed channels for centuries. Ireland
thus affords a distinct type of civilisation and culture,
and when it applies itself to the ancient classieal
learning, it does so with all the manifold resources of
a well stored intellectual tradition. All that it has to
do, is to assimilate the objective facts of the new learning,
Ite native subjective life unbroken unarrested in its
growth, enables it to make the best use of it, with the
result, that until the coming of the Vikings, Ireland
holds a position quite unchallenged in the West,

It is far otherwise with Wales, The influence of the
Roman civilisation undermined that of the native culture,
and the downfall of the former left the Britons with only
reflections of the glories of the past. The Civil wars
of tﬁe Fifth Century resulted in the partition of the 1land
between North British invaders, Irish Colonists, and

border-land dwellers who had been in contact with the what
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had been left of the ancient Romano - 3ritish mode of
life, Not only was there no possibility of homogenelty,
but there were three distinct types of civilisation -
varying from the sub-Roman of Ariconium to the non-Roman of
the Demetian Irish. Dubricius belonged dy tradition
and by geographical situation to the former, 1In eddition,
8t. Patrick undoubtedly intended a territorial diocesan
episcopate. By the time of Columba (c.550 A,D,) this had
vanished and a monastic episcopate was the result. But we
are not told how far this development had progressed so
as to influence Archenfield by 500 A.,D. Owing to lack of
information, we can never fully estimate the extent of
Episcopal jurisdiction in Wales and the position of Llandaff,
the inheritor of the traditions of Dubricius, is doudly
difficult as this area remained outside the influence of
the remainder of Wales until the final conquest by England,
It i8 therefore, impossible to decide with certainty what
was the status of the disciples of Dubricius who are styled
Bishops by the Iiber Landavensis, All a priori considera-
tions derived from various aspects of the episcopate fail
to satisfy, and it would appear that their episcopate is only
the natural result of Geoffrey of lonmouth's Archi-episcopate
of Dubricius. The latter's very early date - C.500 A,D, and
his geographical position within the limits of the civil
provinces of Britain, together with the industrial
character of the reglon surrounding Ross strongly suggest
that these disciples were priests (and not bishops) =
ministering to settled congregations corresponding to
and anticipating the later parochial type.

One of his disciples - "Cinmareh* appears in connaction

with a church Llancinmarch near the modern town of Chepstow,

(Iiver Landavensis p.157 & 411). This Church was apprarently
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artists of the 14th 15th and 16th Centuries A.D, because

the Apostles and others are depicted in clothes, dresses

and other circumstances of that era. (vide. also Baring
Gould and Fisher op. cit. Vol. II pp 370 & 371) We have then
records of a chain of Settlements by Dubricius and his
admitted diseciples from Southern Herefordshire by way of

the Usk and Towy Valleys to Caldey (Lib., Iand p.351 & note;
the last three names are obviously impossible - but the
others appear genuine),

One other name demands detailed treatment - that of
Paulimus, St. David's master in the " Insula Wincdi Lantguendi
of the better manuscripts, His dedications are found in
Ilangors near Brecon, and a chapelry at Rhandirmwyn - in
the Towy Valley, above Llandovery. A few miles West of the
same town (Ilandovery) and in the Cothi Valley, an old
inseribed stone bearing the name of Paulinus was found.

The inseription read as follows - Servator fidei patrieque
semper Amator - Hic Paulinus iacit - Cultor pientissimus
aequi.

The field in which the stone was found, was called
Pant-y-polion, which could easily have been corrupted from
Pant-Polin or Peulin - Paulinus's Hollow (vide. Baring
Gould & Fisher op. cit II. 72-75). Ricemarchus's Life of
St. David C.10, calls Paulinus a disciple of St. Germanus,
which is very improbable., The old hagiologists simply
could not keep Germanus out of their legends. Probably
for the reason that St, Patrick could boast of a connection
with him, every other Saint must perforce be linked up.
Nennius associated him with North Wales. Illtyd is a
disciple, 8o is Dubricius in some legends, and here

Paulinus. But a case can be made out for Paulinus'a being
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asgociated with Dubricius. ILlangors lay on the easiest
route from Mochros to Caldey: and just as Gurmaet was
settled at ILlandilo'r Fén and Ilywel at ILlywel, both in
the Upper Valley of the Usk, so Paulinus could have been
stationed at Ilangors. This apparently was his earliest
settlement for the Legend of St. David finds him an old
man in the regions West of the Towy. His chapelry above
Ilandovery and his tombstone at Caia, place him in the
most important strategic point in West Wales. The latter
position was the Seat of the Gold mining operations in

8, Wales in Roman times, and in Norman times, whoever held
Ilandovery held the mastery in 3, Wales., From it extended
the roads to Carmarthen and the South, to Erecon and the
Bast, to the Teivy Valley and the N, West. A few miles
South lay Dinevor (to give it its English spelling) the
capital of the Welsh Kingdom of the South., Paulinus's
association with this district again indicates a master
mind, alive to the strategic conaiderations of the day;
and when we remember that Ilywel is only about 15 miles
east , and Carmarthen about a similar distance south, and
that both contained churches or settlements of Dubricius's
disciples, it is hard to resist the conclusion that here
again in the case of Paulinus - we have yet another
instance of the bishop's vision and jurisdiction.

No discussion of Dubdbricius would be complete without
considering the question of his connections with Brecknoeck.
Two disciples were settled in the upper Usk Valley: If we
are to regard Paulinus as a disciple his church near Llangors
Take makes a third., Had he any further relations with the
district ? The Erychan legends are so vague and confused
that Brychan is either given too early a date or summarily
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dismissed a8 being altogether mythical. But a comparison
of pedigrees (the descent of his grandson Cadoc from Erychan
and also from Catell Durnluc) would place Brychan's youth
C.470 & 480, and this date would accord with his being sent
as a hostage to Yowy's, during the wars of Cuneddsa's
invesion. It is noticeadble that Brychan himself has no
dedications even in Brecknock whilast his son Cynog and his
grandsons Cadoc, Cynidr are largely represented. So that
there is a decided gap between the youth of Brychan and what
we may cell the "organisation of religion" in Brecknock.

Caedoc was educatien-by Irish missionaries and in Ireland, he
does not enter into the question, but the others do. Cynog
is represented at an extinct Llangunnock -~ in the Farish of
Llangsrren in Southern Archenfield, Cynidr is also represented
in Kenderchurch, at the confluence of the Worn and the Dore
in the same distriect, and also at Winforton on the North RBank
of the Wye, near Clifford, and not far from Dubricius's

late headquarters at Mochros (or Mococas). This association
of Cynog and Cynidr with Archenfield where the influence

of Dubricius was supreme, most distinctly suggests that the
femily of RBrychan owed its religious fame entirely to the
bishop and not to their Ancestor. If he were already in
possession of Churches in their land and were supreme on
their Bastern border, then his attraction for the young
scions of the dominant family beocome quite intelligibdble.

How better could he win the region for the faith than by
influencing them? There is no documentary proof in favour
of such a conneotion, but the perusal of & map of Hereford-
shire and Breconshire will reveal, as nothing else could
possibly reveal, the significance of the nearness of the

Churches dedicated to the wvarious Saints. Cynog's churches

are as follows :- Merthyr Cynog (bvetween Builth and Brecon)
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where he is buried. Devynock in the Usk Valley, Fenderin
in the Neath Valley; Ystradgynlais near Swenses; Battle &
Llangynog, near Brecon; Boughrood in Radnor . Llangynog in
Montgomery. Llangunnock (extinct) in Archenfield and
another in Monmouthshire (see Baring Gould & Fisher II.
264-271)s Cynicér is the Patron Seint of Kenderchurch in
Archenfield; a hermitage on the Wye at Winforton; Glasbury on
the Wye (under the Norther Spur of the Black Mountains)
where he is buried); llangynidr near Crickhowell; Aberyscir;
(the site of the Roman fort, two miles above Brecon);
Cantreff near Brecon and Llanywern nesr Llangors Lake (See
Baring Gould & Fisher 1I, 258-261) Other descendants of
Brychan are found among the dedications of this district,
but Cynog, Cynidr and Cadoc are the most important, and the
association of the two first named with Archenfield

strongly suggests Dubricius as the first religiouq

influence in the Upper Usk Valley, it would appear that
the Usk Valley acknowledged his jurisdiction as well as

Herefordshire and the West.

Much labour and time have been expended in denying any
connection of Dubricius with Llandeff. There is no need
to dwell on the question. If we may anticipate a subsequent
discussion - this connection is due to the idea that the
Llantwit Major in Glamorgan in the settlement of Illtyd
mentioned in the lives of Samson, Gildas and Paul Aurelian,
Dudbricius hed a monastery near this Monastery. If Ilityd
was settled at Llantwit, therefore Dubricius must be
placed at Llandaff. The difficulty is felt by those who

would repudiate any connection of Dubricius with Llandaff

Lloyd (History of Wales I, p,144. Note 100. —— Piro's

Monastery "Non longe" from Llantwit Mejor -~ if nen longe

el









Life of Gildas by the lonk of Ruys) and the uotes on pp.326
and 7 and pp.332 - 4,, has proved conclusively that the
first monagtery of 11ltyd must be sought for near Tenby if
not on the isle of Caldey. The four lives of the IBreton
Tradition 1.e. the lives of Samson of Dol (written in the
middle of the 7th Century), of Paul Aurelian of Leon (written
C.884), of kiacloviua (written C.870) and of Gildas (possibly
written C,881 from tne similarity of itsatyle to that of
Paul Aurelian), all meation Illtyd, lnasmach as the subjects
of the Lives were all educated by him. The Life of St,

Paul of Leon describes it "erat autem guaedam insula Purus
nomine Demetiarum patriae in finibus sita® quoted in
¥illiems, Christianity in Eerly Britain p.323. The Life of
Samson., Chapter XX (Taylor ed.SPCK p.26)"Net far from

this monastery a certain island recently inhabited by one
Piro by name", The fact that the BEreton Evidence (for the
above four lives were all written in Britanny) is at least
two Centuries earlier than the Welah and that it is in
substantial agreement, is in itself a weighty coneideration.
The Life of St.Samson gives Dubricius a settlement near

at hand. The Liber Landavensis agrees in placing him at
Penally, while the Life of Samson actually places him on
Caldey itself. It was the necessity for placing Dubricius
near Illtyd, that led the hagiologists to identify him

with Llandaff, or even with Caerleon. But the EHreton
testimony is by far the simpler and more conclusive. If
I11tyd and Dubrlcius and Piro are all settled near Tenby,
all the objections vanish. If Illtyd had been a "Knight"

as his Welsh title implies - A warrior and desired to flee
the world and find peace, it was only in Pembrokeshire he

could find it. There, the land had been left undisturbed,
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and if the legends of Birynach and Brioc can be trusted,
the Chrigtian religion flouriéhed. Gildas furnishes yet
furtaer correoborative evidence. The third of the Kings
mentioned by him is Vortepor - tyrant of the Demetae

(Da Excidio C.31 Willieams's Edition pp.72 & 73) and he is
thus described "Canescente lam capite .... boni regils
nequamn fil1i", The note to page 72 gives his father's
name as Aircol (the pedigree is included in the Harleian
Manuscript 3859 and published along with the others in Y
Cymmrodor IX 171). Gildas, writing in 544 A.D. described
Vortipor as already growing old ("canescente iam capite ....
ne consumas dierum quod reliquum est") and describes his

father as "boni regis", The King who must have been the

supporter of Dubricius and I1ltyd could suitably have been

desacribed as "boul regis®. The contrast between father and

son could have been so forcibly dbrought out, only by one
who must have known both, and Gildas must have spent his
early days in Demetia - as he would have done with Illtyd's
monastery having been placed at Caldey. In.addition, there
is the problem of the Breton dedications - Llanwnda (Gwyndaf)
near Fishguard, Llanhowell near St, David's, Llangan near
Whitland, Llandndyrnin, near Langharne; they 'all demand a
great settlement near at hand. The fact of Teilo's birth

in the neighbourhood and that so many dedications of his,
clan are to be found in South Eastern Pembrokeshire, can
be smatisfactorily explained only on the grounds of there
having been such a religious centre as Illtyd's. The more
the matter is considered, the more conclusive does Dr.

Hugh Williams's evidence and reasoning appear, that the
first Llantwit Major - the first school and Lonastery of
Ill1tyd - must have been established in Pembrokeshire, at

or near Caldey, and not as has been hitherto supposed in
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MAGLOCUNUS KING of VENEDOTIA or Maelgwn Gwynedd,

If Illtyd marks the first stage in the ecclesiastical
expansion of Wales in one aspect, as Dubricius does in the
other, then the reign of Maglocunus must be admitted as
marking the second stage. Naglocunus himself in all
probability had been educated under Illtyd (De Excidio
Chapter 36 p.82 & 83. Sed Monita tibi profecto non desunt,
tum habueres praeceptorem paene totius Britanniae
magistrum elegantem. note p.83. "This teacher is generally
regarded to be Illtyd; who is not named owing to his pre-
eminence and from the feeling of reverence on the part of
the writer.® Williams 'Gildas' p.83)., The Monk of Rhuis
in his life of Gildas states: In to2 school of the abhove
mentioned teacher Hildutus a great number of the sons of
the Nobles were taught. (In schola igitur supra dieti
doctoris Hilduti erudicebvantur plurimi nobilium filii.

Williams 'Gildas! p.328 & 9). It by no means follows that

even mogt of these hecame ¥onks., Mzglccunue became a
monk , mach later ir 1ife, He first established himself in
power, at the expense of an uncle, over whom he gained a
victory quite unexpected by hig contemporaries. He also
married & then in a fit of remorse at tho results of his
conquests sought the monastic life, (Spernuntur namque

prirae post monachi votur inritum inlicitae licet tamen

propriee conlugis praesumptivae nuptiae .,. For contempt
is throvm upon thy first marriage though after thy
violated vow a8 a monk it was illicit. De Bxcidio ¢.35

Williams Gildas pp.80 & 81. De deifico..popularis aurae

cognitioni proferens moncchum sine ullo infidelitatis....

perpetuo vovisti. - Bringing (them) forward to the

knowledge of open publicity, didst thou not vow thyself for
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ever & monk? Without any thought of unfalthfulness.,....

De Excidio c.34 Williams Edition p,78 & 79), We are not
told how long he remeined a monk; nor whose community he
joined, Only that he left i1t to raturn to uls former mode of
1life (0 quanta ecclesisc matri laectitia se non te cunctorum
mortalium hestis de sinu quodemmodo eius luvgubriter shstrax-
isset foret .... O quantam ~xulteticnen »lo omnium Potri seo
sanctorurr tus salus n»ronstonda Servoraet, 31 non te
cunctorum perditoruvm infaustus pater.... dsemon, inf-lici
f1liorum suorum egmini contra ius fasque rapuissot (De
Excidio ¢.34),..sensus.,, fervidus =c si pullus, amoens
quaeque imperngrate putsans ner extensos scelerum campos
irrevocshili furore raptatur zugendo oriscis nov= pl-culis.
(De Bxcidio €.35) (Whet slodness would there hove besn for
thy mother the Church if the enemy of all mankind hed not
disastrously dragged thee off 1n a way from her bosom ....
What joy thy salvation, if secured, haed furnished the
Gracious God snd Father of all the Saints had not the
wretched father of 2ll the lost ..,.. the devil, T mean, egeinst
every right, snstched thee away, to the unhappy troop of his
children....., they mind.. impetuous like s young colt,
which imegining every pleasesnt place as not traversed, rushes
along with unbridled fury, over wide fields of crimes, heaping
new sins upon old., Williams Gildas pp,78-81)

These passages were written in 544 & Maglocunus's reign
terminated with his death during the Grest Plsgue of 547,
We have no evidence ss to the durasticn of his reign. If the
Computation in the Historie Brittonum c.62 is correct, that
the Invasion of Cunedda took place 146 years before
Yeglocunus's reign - & 1f this invesion is to be regarded
a8 either approximestely contemporaneous with the depsrture

of the Northern Garrisons under Yaximus, or as to be
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to him. The whole story may well have arisen in the
attempt of Vannes to with-gstand the growing pretensions of
Dol., Baring Gould & Fisher interpret the incident thus .,
Samson on his journey from Pembrokeshire to Brittany
after his consecration, passes through Cornwall and comes
to the district of Callington on the West bank of the
Tamar. Padarn had already left Brittany and was settled
at Petherwyn when he heard of Samson's arrival; he
hastened to meet him in the condition descrived. A
footnote to page 47 refers to a similar haste on the

part of St. David when 8t. Aedan of Ferns was supposed

to be in danger.

According to Samson's "vita prima" he proceeded
directly through Cornwall to Brittany; but according to
the "vita secunda" (Baring Gould & Fisher IV p.159) he
tarried in Cornwall founding Churches until he heard of
St. Illtyd's death which took place at any time between
527 and 537 when he finally set sail for Brittany. If the
first life is correct, then Padarn's journey to Britain
took place some time after 521 (the date given by Taylor
1ife of St. Samson p.XI)., If the second is correct then
it may be prolonged until 537. The first date suits the
incident bvetter, just as the first life would be less open
to the charge of re-editing. Such a welcome as was given
to Padarn's Companions in Maglocunus's domains could
only have been given before the latter's quarrel with the
monks,. An approximate date between 521 and 530 would
sult the incident much better (B.G. & F., IV 48 places
the incident between 525 and 545),

If Samson's Vita Secunda is correct in its statement
of Samson's stay in Bastern Cornwall, (and it affords an

explanation of the numerous Semson dedications in that
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region), and if also the conjecture of Baring Gould &
Fisher (IV p.47) as to the meeting of Samson ¢ Padarn in
this district is correct - (and thie in tvrn explains the
connection of Padarn with Petherwyn) - then sncther
conjecture of Baring Gould & Fisher (Vol.II :.4) gaing in
credibility as to the expulsion of the clan of Illtyd
from Brittany during a period of Civil Wars. Put the
chronology of Baring Gould & Fisher cannot always be
aoccepted, The Padarn legends (IV pp.40 & 88) state that
Padarn's father Pedrwn had left Brittany soon after his
son's birth, and that the son went in search for his
father, It is certainly significant that the distriect in
Cornwall ascociated with Padarn is called Petherwyn, and
the resemblance between this and pedrwn is suggestive,
The placing of the incident near Plymouth would point to
the existence of a Breton Colony in tkhat digtrict.

The Legends of St. Cybl =nd those of the farily of
Caradog Freichfras (for him see also Lloyd XHistory of
Wales last eight lines on p.90) also speak of an
emigration from this districﬁ. Cybi was born here
(petween Lynher and Temar) and was first cousin to the
Constantine of Dammonia of Gildas's invective (De
Excidio ¢.28). The account given of Constantine's
murders and perjury make it abundantly clear why any
near relative of nis would choose exile. Cybi apparently
travels via Somerset, Monmouth (where he founda Churches
near the modern town of Usk) and Cardiganshire to Ireland.
He remains with Enda on the Isle of Arran for four years
and returns to North Wales by way of Meath and North
Leinster. After settling first in Llangybi near Portmadoc
in Carnarvonshire he is finally given the 0ld Irish
fortress on Holy Island off Anglesey (above Holyhead)

where he spends his remaining years.
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We have no evidence as to Deiniol's education. fThe
only really unmietable dedication in S, Wales is
Llanddeiniol in Cardiganshire near Aberystwyth in ths
heart of Padarn's Country. But it would not be cafs to
build anything on this foundation. Again bearing in
mind, the words of Gildas to Maglocunus that he had had
as his Master the most refined teacher of all Britain
it might be possivls to deducz that Deiniol had b:en
Taglocunus's fellow »upil at Illtyd's llonastery and that
he had an influence ovar him which Gildas lacked. Any
such theory would lack corroborative evidence. The
farthest we can go is, to the extent of admitting that
the reign of Maglocunus was a vitally important one for
the development of the Church. It was during his reign
that I11ltyd and his Bfeton compatriots were aliowed to
enter N, Wales and to found their settlements with royal
sympathy and support ; Cybi expelled from Ireland likewise
found a resting place; and Seiriol of the Royal tribe and
Deiniol were able alro to have their own Monasteries,

The work which Il1ltyd had begun in the most insignificant
way in an obscure corner of Pembrokeshire was bidding
fair to assume the largest proportions possible to it

in Wales.

THZ DIVELOPMENT in the SOUTH ZAST.

Reference has been made in dealing with Dubricius's
work from Hentland near Ross as a centre, to his having
settled a disciple named Cinmarch at lanncinmarch near
Chepstow ; and that for some reason, no other settlements
wore made in this part of South Wales -~ probably because
the principal City in this region, Caerwent, had been
gained by an Irish Miesionary Tathiu or Tathan.
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for four years - but he was a Cornisnmzn arnd had spent his
earliest years in a district wihhere Breton influsnce
predominated. It is hard 1o find traces of any influences
other than Irish in Cadoc's life (R.G. & F., II 14-42).
Cadoc on leaving Caerwent, returned home to Gwynllyw his
father - but soon fled from home to his father's brother -
Faul, who offered him some land on which to settle., This
settlement eventually became the celebrated Monastery of
Vant-Carvan the Carbani=-vallis of the Liber Landavensis -
the Ilancarvagn of to-day.

Cadoc after a time left his Monastery and went to

Ireland to a "Carthagh"

The Vita mentions Carthagh of Tismore but this is
impossible as Lismore was not founded until 620, There were
two Carthaghs in Ireland the other being Carthagh of Saighir
in Munster, who succeeded Ciaran in 490, After a three
years' stay in Ireland Cadoc returned to ILlanspyddid near
Brecon, where a settlement vwas given him by his maternal
grandfather - the celebrated Brychan. He next appears at
Llangadock in the Towy Valley in Carmarthenshire and he
finally returns to Llancarfan, his first Monastery. His
father's death occurs at this point. A friendship with
Gildas is the next point of interest and Cadoc is reported
to have visited Gildas's home in Strathclyde and on his
return to have accompanied Gildas to Rhuis. During his
absence in Brittany the Synod of Brevi was held greatly
to Cadoc's indignation., Another visit to Brittany followed
in which he founded several churches; and a visit to Ireland,
Legends gave a strange ending to his life. He is reported
to have been consecrated Bishop, and to have departed to
Beneventum, where he was martyred. This is an altogether
incomprehensille statement; Cadoc's remains were still at

Llancarfan at the time of the Danish Invasions and were
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¢lan of Cadoc disappeared from South Wales, many of them
to emerge in N, Devon and Cornwall.

Despite the attempts of the legends to bring Cadoc
into prominent contact with the other great Welsh Saints
of the times and with the prominent rulers, it is
doubtful whether he had anything to do with Illtyd, David,
Teilo, and Magloocunus, These hagiological inventions were
the natural outcome of the identification of Illtyd's first
lMonastery with Llantwit Major in Glamorgan. But if we accept
Dr. Hugh William's arguwents in favour of Caldey then these
and all the other anomalies likewise disappear. Gildas's
invective has led all the writers of Acta Sanctorum to
pillory the unfortunate Monarch, who enters into the legends
of Cybi, Padarn, Cadoc, Brynach to mention no more. It is
doubtful whether Maglocunus had anything to do with any
ruler beyond his kinsmen of the house of Cunedda; and, as
ais own domains were the most remotely situated of all, they
would afford his energies, all the scope and exercise of
which even thay would be capable.,

The death of Magloounus in 547 and the generally
accepted date for the resignation of Dubricius i.e. 546
close an era, which began with the association of Illtyd and
Dubricius. The lifetime and work of those two remarkable men
witnessed the carrying out of an idea, which began, in the
one instance with the School of Illtyd where the sons of all
the Welsh Notabilities were educated, not only for work in
Wales, but also in Brittany and which ever had its contacts
with Ireland (Vita Samsonis). The work extended into N,.Wales
under the favour of kaglocunus and by the influence of Cadfan,
Cybi and Deiniol and in kid.Wales by Padarn for Magloocunus
would seem to have welcomed all comers into this domains,

Dubricius on the other hand seems to have started from
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S. Heref ordshire, and to have penestrated via the Upper Usk
and Towy Valleys to join hands with Illtyd; to have
planted men at the strategic points and tc have influenced
the famlly of Brychan whogs vary renown seems to have been
due to the Bishop and not to himself. Between then
(I11tyd and Dubricius - and Kaglocunus and the others)
they seem to have influenced, directly or indiractly,

all Wales, except the WNorth Bastern Portion (Flint,
Denbigh Montgomery) and the South fastern. But the latter
area had its own development under Cadoc. The year of the
Great Plague and the preceding year introduced new
circumstances, and the next sections will shew how new

men had to meet the new circumstances as best they could,

THE CONSTITUTION of the CHURCH in WALES at this time.

Before we take leave of Britain and its Church at
this particular point, a short reference to its constitu-
tion and government is absolutely necessary. kentiom has
been already made of Willis Bund's "Celtic Church in
Wales" as having been written to prove (if even the
assumption was not made at the outset), that thera was
apparently only one Celtic Church - which was in all
Celtic Countries of the same homogeneous type - and
excessively tribal in its organisation.

Bxception was taken to this view - inasmuch as Ireland
alone affords an instance of any definitely formulated
political constitution. Its "Senchus Mor" regulated all
relationships in the state including even those of the
Druids - into whose position the Irish Church eventually
stepped, and to whose duties - not omitting those of
commination - the clerics succeeded. We have no non-Scottish
evidence from Scotland. Iona was Irish, and the Pictish

Church has left no constitutional remains., When we
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consider Wales, there was certainly noc homogeneity.

There were Irish Coloniets ; North Eritish Invaders and on
the Eastern border the remnants of the old Romano-British
civilisation; and it was from this last quarter that Wales
derived her earlizst recorded Bishcp - Dubricius. The
avidence afforded in connection with his life and work,
whilst throwing no light on his having been the first
bishop in Archenfield, strongly suggests his having been
the first in the interior. His strategy is eminently

that of the pioneer, and his time coincides with the

lull in the storm after the victories of Ambrosius and
Arthur. The type of ecclesiastical organisation emanating
from him would most probably be that of the ancient Romano
British variety. The lifg of St, Samson of Dol o, 43
(Paylor's Bdition S.P. C.K. p. 44) mentions other Bishops
co-operating with him, and we are reminded that it is quite
probable that the entire Severn Basin and all the reglons
West of the Wiltshire Downs and Salisbury Plain was as
yet in British hands; and it is more than probable that
the principal communities had Bishops over them. Wade
Evans (Life of St., David p, 80 Note on § 13) refers to a
statement of Giraldus Cambreusis in De Invectionibus

II 4 (Rolls Bdition III p. 54) that St. David's formerly
had 12 suffragan sees, 7 in Wales and 3 in England, the
l1ast named being, Exeter, Bath, Worcester, Hereford and
Chester or Coventry (better known as Lichfisld). These
five seeg correspond to the regione in the possession of
the Britons, outside the boundaries of Wales, at this
time , before the Battles of Deorham and Chester had split
up the British domains into three separate divisions.

(In all probabllity Giraldus derived his twelve sees fram

a combination of these five and a supposed seven inside
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dtArrets - and Plouneour Lanverne, S.W. of Quimper. Cadoc
appears farther E.near Belz, between Hennebont & Vannes,
It is true that the Teilo traditions in the Liber
Landavensis take him principally to the region of Dol, but
the presence of his other dedications is important, and
the presence of all the other dedications situated in the
same areas is still more significant. It points to such
an emigration as is described in the Liber Landavensis
pPPe 1012, 343-4, Legend further states that Teilo was
closely connected with the ruling family in Cornubia, S,
Finisterre, and that this had as much to do with his flight
to Brittany as his friendship for Samson of Dol.

Baring Gould & Fisher III 312, describe Illtyd's
voyages to Brittany as being ostensibly to supply corn
during a famine but having as their real object the

found ing of daughter houses to Llantwit,
The total oblivieon which has surrounded the existence

of the first Llantwit Major suggests another reason, that
the Community of Illtyd were among those who fled to
Brittany with Teilo ; and that on their return to Wales they
abandoned the old site and accompanied Teilo into Glamorgan :
and that when he settled in Llandaff they settled at the
present Llantwit Major,

The 1life of St. David furnishes us with an actual
instance of such an abandoning. Chapters 12 & 13 describe
his leaving home under the influence of a divine mission
and travelling through England and founding the most
impossible Abvbeys (Glastonbury, Bath, Repton, Croyland &, )

In Chapter 14 he returns and in Chapter 15 he goes to
the site of the present Cathedral, much to the discomfort
of a neighbouring Chieftain whose objeoctions are super-

naturally overcome by a divine interposition. David was
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at least took no part in it. But both these journeys
recordeéd in Ricemarchus's Life are apocryphal, and both
are dictated by the motive, That of the Jerusalem

episode is an attempt to secure for the Welsh Bishops

a jurisdiction outside that of the Western Patriarchate of
Rome; and that of the founding of monasteries in England by
St. David ig to secure for David the primacy over these
regions outside Wales which were known to have been in
British hands before the West Saxon advance in 577 A.D. The
*life" claimed Supremacy over Wales, and Giraldus Cambrensis
(De Invectionibus II 4-6) olaims in addition the dioceses
of Chester (Coventry Liochfield) Hereford, Worvester, Bath,
and Exeter, only identifying the lands where some of the
Abbeys were situated)., Over against these mythical
Journeys, we have traces of a stay in Brittany, where

David's mother is report=d to have died; and where her

tomb is 8till shown. We have in Ch. 14 & 15 evidences of a

home-coming to a home which knows him not. We have
every reason for bringing him and Teilo together, and
a very good explanation why Padarn did not accompany
them. His associates had not migrated South from

Cernarvonshire and Chester. There is ample evidence for

the Great Plague; and the flight to Brittany and the

return are borne out by a study of place names, Changed
circumstances in Britain are evidenced by a disappearance
of tradition, and the growth of new centres, and of a new

tradition. The Wales of David and Teilo is not that of

111tyd ané@ Dubricius.
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Bishop Herwald ; and lastly copies of Papal Bulls iessued by the
Popes to whom appeals were made in the course of the
Controversy. Gwenogvryn Evan's introduction to his editlion

of the ILiber landavensis states the position fairly "The
writer was a divine who took an ecclesiastical not to say a
landavian view of history. It is not without a purpose that
Dubricius, Teilo and Oudoceus are styled Archibishops". Yet
"if none of the documente of the Liber landavensis in their

present form claim an earlier date than the 10th or possibly

in some cases the %th century, still the 'bare facts'

alleged by them may probabdbly be admitted upon their evidence
and are likely in themeelves. But apart from probability

and internal evidence, the marginal and other entries in the
Book of St. Chad, prove beyond possibllity of doubt that some
gsort of record was kept at lLlandaff as early as the 9th
century ; it also proves that there was a Bishop Nobis at
1lan-Dav. and thus establishes in a very satisfactory manner
that, when documents had been taken away or lost our

compiler did not invent, but was content, as in the case of

Elvogus. Nobis. Marchluid, with merely registering the
bishope' names.® The honesty of the Compiler comes out in
other instances. His record of the gifts to Dubricius omits
Llandaff. Teilo is admitted to have died in Llandilo Vawr in

Carmarthen, and when he does invent, the fabrications are so

obvious that they exposes themcelves. The editor is a

compiler pure and simple and no inventor. Fis work was probably
completed ¢. 115C Dr. Gwenogvryn Hvans ascribes it to

Geoffrey of Monmouth, but this 1s improbvable as Geoffrey's
faculty of invention would have effeciively prevented his
being content with the lowly role of a compiler His "De
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Thus by 1923, 10 Manuscripts were known; and in 1927 yet

0 ther MS appepred in the Cardiff Public libraries

written probably in the l<th century,

When we consider versions there ere at least three

(1) Giraldus Cambreusis Rolls Edition Vol.I1I pp.377-40%.

There are numerous Menuscripts of this Version.

(2) TIhe Welsh Version. found in the Jesus Coll. Oxford
MS. 2, written in 1346 &nd
published in the Eleuciderium
Oxford by J. lMorris Jones &nd John
Rhys.

(3) IThe Breton Version. as found in the "Buhez Sertez lionn
- Vie de Sainte Nonne - jpublished
with French transletion in the
Rewvue Celtique VIII 1lsa?7 pp.<30-301
end 405-491.

With the exception of the Cardiff MS and the Ereton Version

they are all mentioned in the Introduction to Wade Evens's

Life of St. David 1923. SPCK. pp. XI - XIV. The other two

sre mentioned in the Cardirf rudblic Libvreries' Catalogue

relating to St. David i.e. 1927 pp.V and VI pp. 5=5.

in 1863 W.J. Rees of Cescob in Radnorshire printed the Brit.

Mus. Vespasian A.XIV text in the lives of the Camiro.

British Seipts; end in 1913 Wade Evans reprinted it more

correctly in Y Cymmroder Vol., XXIV with a few notes of

veriant readings from the liero E.l. Although Wade Evans

(S.P.C.K. edition 1923) p.XII states "and certainly all
these Anonymous recensions and other whick ere seid to exist

have never been collated", he yet in 1913 considered Nero

E.l1. an "abbreviated copy"; end in 1923, all MSS of this life
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The earlier portion of the life is shorier and ditffers
considerably from the Vecpasian text. The toxt of the middle
portion conteining the rule of 5t., David dces not differ
materially. The text of the later portion is also shorter
end also differs from the Vespesien text". The differences
will be noted in due order.

The wvariants which Wsde Evens has Noted in N. (the Nero
text)
ie. Expoliatis p.5. (3) ab BElve Munimentium p.6&.
in Ingula in Winodilengquendi p.9. (4) ante Collegii
proesentiam p.ll.
(3) Appretiane p.lP. {6) sed et ipse virtutibus
claret and inclusion of
et. p. 21.
7 Cui barbara imperitia Megaum nomen dederet p. <3.
are all found {(except 6 appretians) in the Cerdiff text and in
the case of sprretiens the Cardiff text differs from both
Vespesian and liero,
The evidence respecting the relation of the Cardiff text
to the Nero text has been supplied to the Cardiff Authorities
by the Deputy Keeper of Mamuscripts, British Museum, and the

evidence in the case of the variants quoted by Wede Evans

bears it out.

We are therefore justified in assuming on the authority
of the Cardiff Catalogue pege V and VI that the Cardiff and
Yero MSS represent one type of text, which we shall designate
the N.C. (Nero Cardiff). Waede Evans's text shall be defined as
V (Vespasian), The other MSS will be designated 88 follows
Oxford Digby 112 ~ Dig.

Podleian 793 B, 793

Rewlineon B.485, B.4u5 (as B.505 is a copy it will
ot

Bodleian 285 B. 285 not be qioted,

Bodleian 336 B. 336
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1.

2.

3.

Cambridge Corpus Christi 161 C. 161

Univ. Iibrary H.1.27.78 (. U.27

c. 11 V reads and N.C. omits "iuxta ammem Theibi" after tria

c.11

c.111

cdll

c.11

c.J11

ibi munera repperies, all the XSS (5 Oxford & 2
Cambridge) agree with N.C. in omitting.
V reads N.C. omits "in arbore depositum in loco gui

vocatur Linhenlannu, after examen; all the MSS agree
with N.C. in omitting.

V includes and N. C. omits. Patrick's reply to the
Angel's notifying him that he would not be allowed to
settled in "Demetica rura. N.C. merely states. Stupens
volutat deliberans et corde dicens"”.

A11 the MSS agree with N.C. in omitting (C.161. even
omits N.C's variant)

V includes and N. C. omits a long pe:cstge referring to
the Angel's coming the second time, and the Angel's
words are reported. This passage in V¥ contains the
significeant words "ut ostendam tibi totam Hiberniam
insulam de sede que est in Rosina Valle"™ que modo
Sedes Patricii nominatur.

N. C. Merely states "Haec autem secum cogitavit talibus
blandicis ab angeli verba consolationis accepit. Non
its stet tibi, hiberniensium insulae principem
constituit te dominus.

All NSS but C.161 follow N-C.

V omits and N-C reads between "Subiugabis" and "sit tinbi
hoc in signum" the words "Ego ero tecum"
All but R. 485 follow N-C

In last sentence V includes and N.C. omits place of

embarkation name of man resurrected, and statement

thet he took him to Ireland with him where he became
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& bishop
£11 but R.485 fellow IM-C.

7. ¢c. IV V ascribes the voming of the King te Demevia te Divine
Virtus N.C. omits; they 2ll fellow N-C

8. ¢.V V mentions Gildas son of Cew preachinc in the time of
King Triphunus snd his sons & Non comingz to the Church
N-C omits. All folleow N, C. but 7. 33€ nas rame of Gildus

in the margin but not in the text.

9. ¢ VIOI V & N-C quite different. V expleins loni in terms of

Lovi and mentions nhis gratitude. I'-C is less then half
the length of V. All follow N-C.

10. eVl V describes his educsticn and church services in detail
describes the dove &as 'cum rostro cureo'

N. C. has "eruditus, ecclesiasticun didicit servitium
and omits the reference (o the tird's beuk.
All follow N-C.

1. ¢.IX V. describves Paulinus as "Paulentem scribam
discipulum Sencti Germani episcopi qui in insula
quadam”

N-C reads "Paulinum Germani discipuluin ztque doctorem,
qui in insule wincdi lsnt guendi®

All follow I'=-C in naming the island elithough taey
differ in the neme.

12. c.XO V calls him agius David N-C Dewi
4 MSS omit name altogether
R. 336 and CU 27 nhave Dewl &lone i.e. follow Y-C
C. 161 has David alone without agius

18. cJXII V (1) places Llangyfelach in Gower; mentions the neue
of the blind King of Erging and the two caints of
Kidwelly
N.C. omits all three
B, 285 and CU 27 mention the name of the blind king but

in other respects &ll MS evidence supports N-C.
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(3) V gives the Miracle in great detail. N-C omits
this ( seven 1lines)
All M88 follow N~C: and also in omitting the last
sentence,
22. ¢.52 V includes the Sudarium and N-C omits.
C.161 follows N-C, the other four merely mention the
Sudarium *rogat autem solum sibl sudarium supponere* trLus
differing from N=C in including it, and from V, in
ignoring all the details,
23. ©€.60 V include and N=~C omits the word "unanimis® and the

gentence between "finem perducite" and "a%» illa ergo hors!
All MS8 follow X-C.
24. ¢.61 V and N«C are widely different

All the MSS follow N-C.

25, ¢.62. V includes and N-C omits six lines from ®"Autem Proficiscer*
to YA nocte vero".

All the M88 follow N=C.

2686. .65 V includes and N-C omits the second paragraph of this
chapter
A1l the M3S follow N-C.

27. Omissions of whole chapters.
(1) c.42 David's supremacy over 8. Ireland
(2) C.57 David's primacy and monarchy over
Britain.
(3) c.64 The Universal mourning
(4) Cc.68-71 The Genealogy and the Mass

All the MS8 follow N-C
















come into existence. One vanant reading Common to V and
(Giraldus, which has been reserved for consideration here,
would almost support this conjecture, On page 380
(Giraldus Rolls Edition Vol.III) we read "Hanc tibi
3edem o Patrici non providit Deus .... Ibi proficéie debes
ibi s=des a Domino tibi parata"., In the expanded vercgion
of Chapter II we found the word sedes repeatedly used
and identified with sedes Patricii "Que est in Rosina
Valle, Barlier in the Chapter the word used is "locus" =
'Tibi inquit' nonistum locum Deus disposuit"! Had the
text of V existed in Giraldus's time he must have known
of it and used it., for his whole life was a struggle for
the honour of St.Davi¢’'s. Also the fact that N.C., prefer
the form Dewi to David, predisposes in its favour. Dewi is
the Welsh férm, and is found in an archaic spelling -
Decgui - in Asser's Life of Alfred the Great. If the type
of text which prefers the Welsh form of the name lacks the
place identifications;- whereas that which prefers the
Biblical form contains them; the latter would certainly
appear to be later than the otaer,

¥hen Ricemarchus wrote, before 1099. - the condition
of South Wales would allow of no pilgrimages. Baring
Gould & Fisher (II p.310) give the reign of Calixtus 11
a8 the period of his Canonisation (i.e.1119-1124),
Gwenogvryn Evans (Introduction to his Edition of the liber
Landavensis pXX1V and XXV.) quotes Giraldus as stating that
the Chapter of St.David's earnestly entreated Honorius IT
(1124-1130) to restore to St.David's the Metropolitan
Authority which had been transferred to Dolby by St.Samson;
and he also refers to Henry of Huntingdon's statement that
in 1135 the Rishop of 3t.David's had received a pallium from
the Fope (tempore nostro). Apparently nothing more was

done until Giraldus's attempts to become Bishop of St,.
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The overwhelming nature of the MSS evidence is a
case in point. They all belong to a type of text which is
simpler than the Vespasian, and several of these 1SS
exhibit a tendency on their part to develop their own text,
A reference to Gildas creeps into the margin of one.. two
give the name of the blind king of Erging; another qualifies
the situation of lLlangyvelach; the "Handkerchief incident®
creeps into the account of the Synod of Brevi in a few,
but merely in a simple mention of it as a request on the
part of the Saint., All these additions are found in
different 18S.. giving in practically each instance an

enormous preponderances of evidence in favour of the N.C.

type - until without warning we have them all reproduced
with many other peculiar variations of readings in the
Vespasian A XIV.

One other consideration will conclude this discussion.
It is the characteristic of mediaeval Nagiologists to
add to the Saints' lives rather than to abbreviate. The
Second Life of Samson is much more detailed than the first,
Aelred's lLife of Ninian is much fuller than Bede's
account. Many other instances could be given. Elaboration
and expansion are always evidence of a later date. The
same consideration holds good in these cases.The instances
of elaboration given in the Vespasian text are mai nly
diffuse explanations of vhat is tersely written in the
N.C. text. No new facts are given and on this ground also
the conclusion is inevitable that N,C. represents the
earlier type - and Vespasian a later, in all probability

later even than Giraldus Cambrensis's Iife,
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astonishing fact stands out that this Saint supposad
to be closely connected with the ruling family of
Cardigan has not a single church in the country and his
nape is most closely associated with that part of the
principality which alone succseded in withstanding the
expansion of the descendants of Cunedda i.e. Glamorgan
But it was necassary to explain why Teillo's naums
figured in the royal manor of Dynevor in Carmarthenshire
and an explanation was found which was complimsntary both
to the dignity of the Saint and the traditions of the
royal family. Was not the family of Cunedda Wledig
(Cunedag) one of the three great saintly pedigrees of
Britain (Triad 42 Myvyrian Archaecology Gee's ®dition p.
391)? and cne of the three royal residences of Wales,
Dynevor was actually situated in a district callad
Maenordeilo - Teilo's Manor? Teilo must therefore have
balonged to the said Royal Family and to the Southern
west branch of it i.e. tlat of Ceredig. The old tradition
that N.W. Carmarthen between the Gwili and the Towy had
not been cmquered by Cunedda's descendants until the 8th
Century was not discovered until Lloyd's rescarches
revealed the fact (It was unknown to O.M. Edwards when
writing his "Wales™ for the "Story of the Nations
Series"™ in 1901) But all that is known of Teilo places
him as far as possible from the region of Cunedda, He
is born near Tenby in Pembrokeshire and his
associations with Dubricius and the Britons are
impossible io0 reconcile with the descent provided for
him by Baring Gould and Fisher,

It is the same in David's case., There is a great

variety in the names provided for David's father and
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grandfather. The Breton tradition (Vie de Sainte Nonne)
give Ceredig as his father; and the Welsh, Sant son or
grandson of Ceredig. When these contradictions are
compared with the clear evidence of the N, Wales
relationships within the fanily of Cunedda, it is impossible
not to doubt them. Lloyd rightly says (op cit I p. 154)
"better evidence than we have at present is needed to
prove that St., David was of royal blood and grandson of
Ceredig of Cunedda®., The oldest pedigrees of the

reigning families of Wales (Genealogias Hoelil Harleian MS.
3859) give the descent from Ceredig through a son IUSAY

a grandson SERGUIL and a great grandson B0DGU 8o that the
Sanctus Cereticaz gentis rex of the N.C. text of
Ricemarchus or the Sanctum regem Cereticae regionis of the
Vespasian text (Chapter IV in each case) or the

"Kereticae regionis princeps" of Giraldus III 379, is only
a fiction of the hiddle Ages to axplain his ecclesiastical

preeminence in those regions. But the foundations bearing

the Saint's name must be accounted for.

The two undoubted indisputable foundations are St.
David's and Llanddewi Brefi; and if Wade ¥vans (Notes on
Chapter 3 and Chapter 57 (Life of St. David's SPCK pp. 65
and 113) can be relied upon both of them, lay within the
bounds of the "Irish®" domains in S.W, Wales. Llanddewi
Brefi is on the B bank of the Telvy and is ogne of the very
few parishes in Cardiganshire on that bank, But apart
from these two areas all dedications bearing the name of
David exhibit evidence of motive i.e. the establishment
of a district cult at the expense of the other Saints.

In Pembrokeshirs Llanddewi Velfrey is the centre of
Teilo's foundations

In Cardiganshire Llanddewi Brefi was given Llanbadern
Odwyn as a Chapelry.
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Llanddewl Aberarth is the next prarish to
Llanbadarn Trefeglwys

In Brecknock Llanddewi'r Cwn rivals Llangynog

In Radnor Llanbadarn y Garreg 1is completely
dwarfed by David's foundations around
Glascwm and Cregrina.

Llanddewi Ystradenny is situated between
Llanbadarn Fawr and Cunllo's Churches to
the lhorth

It 13 the same with his Mother's dedicat ions.

In Cardiganshire Llanon - rivals Llansantffreid (St.
Bridget of ¥Xildare)

In Carmarthenshire Llannon rivals Llandebie (a
daugnter of Erychan)

In Pembrokeshire St, Bride's Bay has St.Bride's on
its Southern extremity and St.Lon's
Chapel on its horthern

It is significant to note than when the Normans came they

tried to repeat the process.

Llanddeur Velfrey has its next neighbour Lampeter
Velfrey

Llanddewi Brefi has as & near neighbour Lampefer in
Cardiganghiire

Abergwill near Carmarthen has near it St.Peter's
Carmarthen

Llanbedr in Randorshire lies between the two groups of
Dewil Churches.

Baring Gould and Fisher (II. 317-318) are
prepared to sdmit that the Churches dedicated to David
in Archenfield are probably dedicated to another David.
The Liber Landavensls records among the names of
witnesses to Charters supposed to have been ilasued to
a "Bishop" Ubeluui a Dewl filius Circan sacerdotis

(pp 1563-407) and a Dewl summus sacerdos filius Curan
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(p.154 - 408) 1In the former instance a Meirchem Dewi

filius is also mentioned.

The fact that for centuries,beginning most probably
with the first conquest of N.W. Carmarthen by the rulers

of Cardigan sbout 730, the fortunes of David's foundations
were intertwined with those of the most powerful family

in S. Wales, only the more easily explains the possibility

of such an expansion. The Liber Landavensis is

sufficiently honest to give us the actual stages in the

case of the expansion of Llandaff and it is most

unfortunate that we have not a similar connection of
documents to illustrate the growth and expansion of St.

David's.

The nature of the evidence above adduced, and any
possible deductions from it, need not minimise our estimate
of David's position and influence in his owvn time. He
atill stands forth as one of the great personalities of
the religious 1life of the sixth century, and under him his
monaétery acquired such s predominant position in the
South West as ultimately to attain to the ecclesiastical

suzerainty of the most couslderable in area of the wWelsh

Kingdoms, and even to make a powerful claim for the

supremacy in all wWales.



THE RETURY FROM ERITTAYY.

Baring Gould & Fisher (II 304 & IV 233) state that in all
Probability David returned from Prittany in 5351 and Tailo
in 555. For the latter date they have the evidence of the
Liver lLandavensis for the duration of the stay in Frittany
(seven years and seven months - pp 107 & 350); in the case of
the former, they assume that David returned a3 soon as the
plague had ceased:; there is no confirmatory evidence produced
There is no significance to be attached to any difference
in these dates ;- nor any deductions to be drawn, On the
evidence of the two lives, each saint returned to his own
Monastery and his work. DPavid apparently returned to Vetus
Rubus (if we are to identify the period spent in Irittany
with the journey through England in chapter 13) and ultimately
moved to St. Davids', Teilo likewise returned to his home
and if the grants in the Liber Ilandavensis are any guide,
spent the remainder of his life in consolidating the work in
the distriets occupied by Dubricius.

The question of the site of the Vetus Rubus old Menevia

is an instance of the difficulties attending any study of
ecclesiastical origins in Wales. Baring Gould & Fisher

(II 292. 294) place it near St, Davids., Wade Evans (Y.Cymurodor
XXIV p.39 note (1)) finds it in the same place and adds very
severely "On this clever and ingenious exegesis of our
renowned Archdeacon (Giraldus Cambrensis iii 384) are erected
all the stones of Dewi Sant's connection with Henvynyw and
Moderu Cardiganshire" , But in his English Life of St. David
(S.P.C.K., published 10 years later than the ILatin Life) he
draws quite the opposite conclusions from the same evidence
"These passages in Gerald and the Welsh ILife from the sole

ground known to me for the attempts made from time to time
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to fix Hen Vynyw in the immediate neighbourhood of St ., David's
(s,P.C.K. Iife pp. 86 & 87).

Hen Vynyw and Llanddewi Aberarth are two parishes in
which the Towr of Aberacron in Cardiganshire stands, - the
river Aeron which flows through the town being the boundary
between the two. The next parish to the North of Llanddewi
Aberarth is Llansantffraid (St. Bride's or St. Eridget's)
and it contained a chapel of St. Non, from which the large
village of~253§92_has derived ita rame. So that, just as in
the extreme West of Pembrokeshire, so also in mid Cardigarshire
the four names are grouped together. Hen Vynyw (01d Menevia,
Vetus Rubus), David, Non, and Bridget. It is useless trying
to speculate as to the origin of the cardiganshire names.

But the evidence of Ricemarchus as to Nop living in

Demetia is conclusive, and the Black Book of St. David's
gives no evidence as to the Bishop of St. David's possessing
any land in the parish of Henvynyw (South of the Aeron)
whereas at ILlauddewi Aberarth and Llanon such possessions
are recorded. This militates against Wade Evan's second
thoughts, as expressed in the S,P.C.K. Life p. 86 & 87, The
language of Ricemarchus would suggest that there was not much

distance between the Vetus Rubus and the New Rubus. There

is really no evidence to connect St. David with any part
of Cardiganshire N or W. of the River Teivy. (the
reading of LINVHENLANNU and its identification with Henllan

in S, Cardiganshire being found in one M3 only-the Vespasian
A XIV &omitted in the other ten, and in the Three Versions)
The remainder of Ricemarchus's Life is concermed with
the Saint's monastery at St. David's (if we accept the
mythical journey to Jerusalem and the express summons to

the Synod of Brevi): and we may add, more with Irish disciples
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mediaevel appellaticn for the Digcese was Flwyl Teifo "Tello's
plebs", Teilo huoame convartible with Lisgadsff, Thers can
be no doubt whatever that Telle ws2 the founder and
original patron of Llandef?f",
Further evidence of Teilo's connection with Llandaff
is afforded by the "Gospels of St, Chad" which formerly
belonged to Llandaff dbut which before the year 973 was
teken to Lichfield, This 1s the esrliest extant document
relating to the Welsh Church. On the msrgin of the MS, are
written (in s hand which experts say is of the early part of
the ninth Century) vaerious memoranda of grants made to the
Church, (Willis Bund Celtic Church in Wales pp 227 & 374.
Gwenogvryn Fvans's Edition of Liber Landavensis Introduction
Pp XXIV - XXVII) These maringal references in 9th Century
Welsh state,
(1) The Gospel was given to God & St. Tello upon the Altar
(2) Land belonging to the Monastery is called the "lLend of
Teilo® and this entry is8 witnessed by "tota familia
Teliavi®
(3) Nobis Episcopus Teilliau & Saturguid sacerdos Teiliau
witness the £1fth grant (Extracts from Book of St, Chad
Lib. Land pp 272 - 274, quoted also in Baring Gould &
Fisher IV 232)
These extracts prove clearly that in the 9th century the
Church at Llandaff wes a8 closely connected with Tello., as
was that of Menevia with David (Asser in his Life of Alfred
the Great , mentions the Parochia Degul in connection with
his invitation to Alfred's Court). Wade Evans has proved too
much snd theninth Century entries in the margin of the
Book of St. Chad are only a further evidence of the honesty
underlying the records of the Liber Landavensis; and in this

cnse, the former anticipates the lstier and vindicates it,

Teilo then some time between 355 and his death founds
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conquest, we are not in a position to assert:; but undoubtedly
a new dynasty arose and the name of the new king ie

popularly associated with Tcilo in the founding of Llandaff
Meurig ap Tewdrig. Iloyd places this king about 630, dbut a
date at least Fifty years earlier would better suit

the ecclesiastical svidence (Lloyd p.273)

It is to this period that we would assign the coming of
the community of Illityd to Glamorgan and the abandoning to
oblivion of the 0ld site near Tenby (i.e. Jaldey). There
would %e adventages. A new dynasty which favoured the bishop
who had been in contact with them, would tell materially
in their favour. There would be rcom for expansion in
Glamorgan where possibly there might not be in Pembrokeshire.
It is from this time that we have the continuous tradition
of I11tyd and his community not only, in the great monastery
iteslf. Tut in the other Churches dedicated to him, i.e.
Llantrisant the Mother Church of all the hill Country of
Glamorgan has Illtyd as one of its founders,

Teilo appears to have been accompanied by members
of the family of Gildas. The Welsh Genealogies called them
the Sons of Gildas., (B.G. & F I n,94) We can imagine that such
a relationship would be repugnant to the authors and
supporters of the two monastic lives. Williams inclines to
the view that Gildas remained in Britain until after the
outbreak of the plague and that the "De Bxcjdio" states
that his monastic career lay yet in the future., His brothers
have Churches dedicated to them in Anglesey, but he has not ;
and his strong views as to the dissolubility of the marriage
tie, vis-a-vis the monastic vow (see his condemation of

Maglocunus) leave us no doubt, that when convinced of the
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his statement need not be taken too literally; and his
account of the miracle of the hill which arose under

David during his sermon, may imply no more than that the
Synod was transferred from the neighbourhood of the fort

to the site of the hill on which stands the Church of
Llanddewi Brefi, (next to St. David's itself - the most
important of his foundations). We have no knowledge of
the personnel of the Synod. North Wales was apparently
unaffected by the flight to Brittany but no conclusion ecan
be drawn from this surmise, which would execlude the Saints
of the North. Deiniol of Bangor is commemorated at
Llanddeiniol (6 miles S,of Aberystwyth): one of the line of
Fowys, Ystyffan or Stephen is associated with Teilo; and as
we shall see later, there is a remarkable association
between the Saints of Radnor and Montgomery, & South
Cardigan. This would suggest that, as Teilo obtained the
co-operation of Illtydts Commnity for Glamorgan, & Glldas's
clan for the middle Wye Valley - so that the co-operation
of the Bretons of the Upper Wye and the Saints of the
Severn Valley was enlisted on behalf of South Cardiganshire,
This is only a conjecture - but it is an interesting and a
significant one - and in view of the existence of Churches
dedicated to such YPowys" Saints as Tyssilio, in North
Pembrokeshire and South Cardiganshire, - it supplies an
explanation for it, and also some idea as to the area
influenced by the Synod. If Padern or his Community

were represented at the Synod (and there is a ILlan-badarn
on the Western side of the valley as this spot - facing
the Llanddewl on the Eastern) it is not likely that the
Breton Communities of North Wales were over looked. Thus,
although we lack corroborative evidence, yet the moral
earnestness of the men who had spent the years of exijle in

Brittany and had learned the lessons of the De Excedio
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makes it very probable that all Wales was represented here,
Ricemarchus further a3sures ug that the 3ymnod was

occupied with the Pelacian heresy, and he hsa neen followed Uy

many, who repeat his statement, Gildas however, has no

complaint to make against the Christians of Britain on

this score; (Williams Gildss p 151). There is no heresy

or schism - only complete laxity of life, The influence of

Constantius Life of Germanus is evident in the description

of the Synod - as it was in the account of rfaulinus in C.10,

and also in the Chapters of the "Historia Brittonum®. The

early Welsh writers seem to have been most anxious to claim
a relationship between Germanus & the British Church ; He
appears as the source and fount of all authority ; and the
British Church is portrayed as carrying on his work by
disciples such as Illtyd and Paulinus; and by such Councils,
as the Synod of Brefi, The legend of this relationship may
have originated in the days when the British Church was
regarded as beyond the pale of Christendom. The obvious
retort was that on a far distant occasion Germanus himself
visited Britain, and the British Church was still the same
organisation and derived everything from him,

But if Williams is correct in regarding Gildas and his
De EBxcedio as the immediate inspiration of the renewed
religious life of Britain and Ireland (see Gildas pp 150-164
272-4, 416) and if we are correct in regarding the Synod of
Brefi as the first step in that renewal, then we should
expect its decisions to deal with moral questions rather
than with theological.

Ricemarchus in Chapter 55 records another Synod.

Deinde succedente temporum serie, alia collegitur symodus

cui nomen Victorie ....... Ex his gitur duabus synodis omnes
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of the River Dee this drift takes a curious direction. 1t
Seeuws to avold the coastal regions of Denbighshire altogether
and to ascend the Conway Valley, to cross over to the Dee

at Bala Lake, and then descend the latter valley. At

Corwen, there is a parting of the ways - one saection
descending to the coast by way of the Clwyd Valley, and the
othar following the Dee down to the plains.

This 1s quite in keeping with what Gildas states about
Cuneglasus and his provoking with frequent injuries the
lamentations and sighs of saints, whom he has corporally
afflicted (Gildas De Excidio ¢, 32) But we have no date
to help us in fixing the comparative times of Cuneglasus
and lkaglocunus, which of the two survived, Wade Bvans
(Archaeliogia Cambrensis 1918 pp. 808) states that Cuneglasus
ruled from Dineirth in Rhos (near Llandudno) and prevented
any great monastic foundations in his domains between the
Conway and the Clwyd, although the founders of Bardsey (with
Cadfan) and Penmon were his brothers,

An ancient Welsh tradition assocliates the great
Maglocunus with the Rhos distriot, giving Degannwy near
Conway as the site of his residence and Bglwys Rhos (on
the other side of the promontory) as his hurial place., (Lloyd
p.129) It seems hardly probable that two such masterful
men as Maglocunus and Cuneglasus could be found reigning
in such very close proximity. They may have been
contemporaries in life and in evil, but they could scarcely
have been equales, and it is possible that Cuneglasus may
have survived liaglocunus, and have carried out the policy of
excluding the monks after the latter's death. The only
ground possible for such a conclusion is the tradition

assigning to both rulers, "Capitals” in the same confined
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area.

It is exceedingly interesting to note Deiniol's
foundations in N, Wales. He has Bangor Cathedral in
Carnarvonshire, Llanuwchllyn and Llanfor at both ends of
Bala Lake, in Merionethshire, and the two ancient Chapelries
of Bangor iscoed near Wrexham i.e. Worthenbury and Marchwiel
(B.G. & F. II p. 329.330), thus associating him with the
founding of the Chester Bangor. The Annales Cambriae calls
him Daniel Bancorum i.8, Danisl of the Bangors (Cymmrodor
IX 152171 and quoted in Williams Christianity in EBarly
Britain p.412),

Also in the "Rhos" district there is a Llandrillo and
there is another between Bala and Corwen in the Dee Valley,
pointing to a similar avoiding of the direct route through
the coast lands of N, Denbigh We have yet a third, -
the Church of Corwen is dedicated to two Breton Saints
Mael amd Sulien. These two are also commemorated in Cwm
near St. Asaph, (B.G. & F. III p, 400). This apparent choice
of a circuitous route, coupled with the fact that no early
dedications are met with in N, Denbighshire certainly
supports the view advanced above. The death of Maglocunus
may have caused a stampade in the North, as the plague
caused it in the South, but the flight appears to have taken
an Eastward and not a southern nor an overseas direction,

(2) Appearance in N. Wales of Refugees from the
Lothians and Strathclyde.

There must have been an additional reason for the
direction of their flight, and this could have been nothing
more or less than a new orientation of policy. Gildas
gives a picture of sescurity from external invaders, and a

series of civil wars within. The legends of the next
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decade give us quite a new state of affairs, and speak of
a racial alliance extending certainly from Strathclyde to
horth Wales. Lloyd (p.l64) states that it was during this
struggle that the name of Cymry (which remains to this
day the native equivalent of the English designation
Welsh!) originated. The Legend of St, Kentigern
(BoG. & F II 231-240) mentions the equivalent of a civil war.
A. O, Vaughen. "The Matter of Wales" pp. 86-99 describes
with an amount of circumstantial detail, a civil war
between Strathclyde and Cumbria, begining with the
Capture of Carlisle c.540Q, (which became the Capital of the
whole Kingdom) and ending with a battle of Armterid, which
again re-established the two Kingdoms, under different
branches of the same royal family, Vaughan has not
produced sufficient evidence for his conjectures, but
there is nothing impossible iu an outbreak of Civil War
in the iiorth. It 1s quite in keeping with what Gildas tells
us of conditions between the Mersey and the English
Channel, and with the whole course of the history of the
Celtic peoples.

But kennius, mentions one other fact. In Chapter
61 we read as follows: "Ida filius Eobba tenuit regiones
in sinistrali parte Brittanniae, id est Umbrl trans et
regnavit annis duodecim et iunxit Dinguardl Guurth
Berneich., Both Oman (p.242) and Lloyd (p.263) assign
this to the years (547-559) and both are agreed, that it
points to an extension of the Anglian Kingdon in the North
If Bernech is the equivalent of Bernicisa ~ and is to be
derived from Brigantica, the region of the Brigantes -~ this
region would extend only so far Nortn as the Tyne, Northwards

from the Tyne to the Forth lay the tribe lands of the
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Ot adeni (the Guotodin of Welsh tradition). The Historia
Brittonum states that he added "Dinguardi" or "Dinguacwy"
(which in chapter 63 is equated with Debbanburg i.e.
Balnborough) to Bernicia, thus pointing to an extension
northwards across“the Tyne.

This may not have been the first fnglish Settlement in
these regions. Nennius c.38 mentions Vortigern as having
given lands near the liorthern Wall to the sons of Hengist,
Oman (p.241 & 2) finds it quite possible that scattered
settlements existed along the coast since the early vears
of the fifth century, Ida may have accomplished north of
the Tees, what Ceawlin accomplished in the Thames Valley =
a conquest of the other Teutonic Settlements and an
enforced combination, which paved thne way for future
victories. We have no means of knowing whether Bamborough
(Dinguarwy, Dinguardi, of Bebbanburg) was in 3ritish or
Teutonic hands, but its possession by Ida gave him an
impregnable base of operations and afforded him a line
of advance either up the Tyne or the Tweed. The British
Compiler of liennius's Saxon Genealogles fixed on this
occupation with an unerring instinct;‘aa laying the
foundations of Northunbria's future greatness. The
Northern Britons of these years realised it also, and a
very bitter warfare commenced, which ended only with Oswy's
Victory in 655, Wnhether it were Northern Civil War or
Northern English advance, the North Wales princes were
drawn into the struggle, and such an ;lliance as Lloyd
portrays in his History (pp.162-171) was the result. An
external indication of such an alliance can be found in
the presence of several of the Lothian Clans in N, Wales

during these years. Lleuddun Luyddog, from whom the
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found in two Churches in the Clwyd Valley - Lyfncg at
Llanrhaiadr-yn-Cyniierch and Cynhafal at Tlangynhafal., The
clan of Seithenin (by whose carelessness ths submerged
territcries were inundated by the waters of Cardigan Bay)
were represented in the first generation by Merin and
Gwynhoedl (of Bodferin and Llannor and Ilangwnadl,
respectively - on the mainland opposite Bardesey) Tudclyd
at Penmachuo in the upper Conway Valley, Llibio at
Llanllibio in Anglesey, (on the borderland between what may
be called Cybi's influence and that of Gildas's kinsmen)
and Tudno at Llandudno. The next generation are found in
the Clwyd Valley.Teyrnog at Llandyrnog, liarchell (a daughter)
at Denbigh and Whitchurch,and Diefer (a son) at Bodfari
near St. Asaph

(3) TFirst Native Developments of Zeligion in Fowys.

It was in all probability during this period that
Powys seems to have felt the religious impulse which had
been gradually spreading all over VWales, Cadfan, and
Tydecho had reached the upper valleys of tributaries of
the Severn from that of the Dovey. Other Bretons had
occupied the main Valley at ILlandinam, members of Gildas's
clan had arrived at Fenstrowed, In the north Silin (who is
identified with the Sulien of Corwen and Cwm, St. Asaph,)
had reached Llansilin near Oswestry, and Trunio, wnother
Breton, is commemorated at ILlandrinio. PBut there is no
recognisable trace of any native dedication before the end
of the Bixth century. No reason can be assigned for this
with any degree of probability. It may be that Fowys was
dependant ecclesiastically upon some such centre as

Uiriconium, and that a bishop in that city regulated the
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Christier life znd worship of tre ristrict., ©Oo litile is
known thet nothing can ve inferrad¢. Until the time of
lyesilic, we ere absolutely without any recorc of the
inner 1life oif the Kingdom, lyssilio wes the son of the
King oi rowys, near whose royal residence of lleifod an
anchorite - Gwyddfarch by name - had fixed his hermitege,
and the young prince, who hed no desire for =z militery life,
fled to him (B.G. & ¥. II 219-220) and took up his residence
with kim and finelly succeeded him.

Before we can fix the approximete time of Ilyssilio,
there ere a few comperative relationships to be borne in
mind. He is represented as the son of Brochwel Ysgythrog
King of Powys, and &lso as fleeing to Brittany to escape
being compelled to rule over Fowys, after the Battle of
Chester in 613. Oman (p.253) identifies the Brocmail of
Bede, B¢ccl, Hist., II. 2. with the XKing of Fowys himself and
trhe father of Tyssilio, but Lloyd (pp.179-181) in his
account of the battle argues that the King of Powys is the
Selim filius Cinan of the Annales Cambriase's CLXIX Anms
(Gweith Cair Legion, et ibi cecidit Selim filius Cinen,
quoted in Williams Christianity in Early Britain p.414).

The life in Baring Gould & Fisher IV 296-305 depends
upon fragments of a lost Breton 'lLife'; and excerpts from
Bede and Geoffrey of Mommouth XI 13. Bede only stetes thet
"one Brocmail was appointed protector" of the monks who

hed come out to pray for victory; and Geoffrey and Baring
Gould & Fisher, identify this Brocmeil with Brocmsail King
of Powys, and they are followed by Oman (p.252), Although

Lloyd (p.181) admits that the Harleian Genealogies throw Broc-
mall father back by two generations he prefers the

evidence of the genealogies and the Anneles Cambriae,
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that the Royal Clan of N. Wales would have allowed a

second and rival Episcopal Establishment within their
dominions. If Kentigern had any authority, it could only
have extended to the foundations of other refugees in the
near neighbourhood, and after the model if the British
Colony at Bretona in Spanish Galicia (B.G. & F. II 34 Quoting
Haddan & Stubbs Councils Vol, II pt. 1 P.97-101) During
the same years in which Kentigern was residing at St. Asaph.
two synods were held in that part of Spain, which are
referred to as follows,

569, Council of Iugo. when it is found to have a bishop

Ad sedem Britonorum (pertinent) ecclesiae quae sunt intra
Britones una cum Monsterio Maximi et quae in Asturiis

sunt .

At the Council of Braga in 372 the last of the
signatures of the Suffragans of Braga " Item ex Synodo
Lucense" is Mailoc "Britonensis Zcclesiae Episcopus"'.

This British Church continued to exist till 830, when
a royal decree merged the See of Bretona in that of Oviedo
(B.G. & F. II 34).

This extract gives us a distinct parallel & analogy in
these same years & would suggest that any jurisdiection which
Kentigern would have in ¥, Wales would extend only to his
compatriots from the North,

The association of Asaph (the Cousin of Daniel) with
him in the foundation not only of the Cathedral but also of
Ilanasa near by raises an additional problem. Was it
designed to prevent the churches from passing out of the
hands of the N, Wales tribesmen, and did it correspond with
the Co-ardb principle in Ireland. Baring Gould % Fisher II 126
in dealing with the founding of Saighir by Ciaran, argues that

the founder was compelled to take as pupil and prospective
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Successor, a grandson of the King of Munster & Ossory.
Cardiganshire provides another instance somewhat similar.
Padarn of Llanbadarn Fawr, near Aberystwyth appears in tradition
as the first bishop in these parts, but another bichop
appears very soon after his time, an Afap who is
contemporary with and equally descended from Cuneda ag
¥aglocunus. This Afan is regarded as the founded of Llanafan
in the Ystwyth Valley 9 miles E of Aberystwyth ; and is
generally styled Afan Buallt or Afan of Builth (i.e. not the
present town but that part of odern Brecknockshire which
lies North of the Irfon.) Here in the Church of llanafan
Fawr, a tombstone is shown with the words in lettering of
the 1l4th or 15th century. Hic iacet Sanctus Avanus Episcopus
(BoG. & F. I 114 & 115) Did he succeed to the jurisdiction
(1f not to the Monastic property) of Padarm? There is no
evidence either way but it remains an interesting conjecture,
and affords a way by which the supreme jurisdiction in
secular and religious spheres could be confined to the
menmbers of the same family. Likewise, was Asaph a Co-ard

of Kentigern ; and associate and successor to prevent any
diminution of tribe lands, Certainty is impossible, but
appearances certainly point in that direction.

Baring Gould & Fisher in dealing with the stay of
Kentigern afford an instance of their most characteristic
weakness of treatment. In II 235 when dealing with Kentigern
(under the Welsh form of his name Cyndeyrn) they merely
report that the Saint's fame had reached Cathwallanus in
N, Wales & give the Red Book of St. Asaph's identification
of that prince with Cadwallon lawhir. On the next page
they refer to Jocelyn of Furness's account of the Saint's

intercourse with Maglocunus. In Vol, I p. 178 in tlieir
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article on Asaph they state "St. Asaph's nephew Cadwallon
Llyw (or Llew) may possibly be identical with the Cathwallanus
of Jocelin's life of S.Kentigern ¢.23 who granted that Saint
land to found his Monastery at Llanelwy (i.e. the Welsh

name for Saint Asaph) This Cadwallon Llyw is found in the
Harleian Genealogies (table 19) as follows

Pappo Post Priten
1 »

1 ]
Dunaut Samuel Penisel (also father of
Father of Deiniol Asaph )
|

Guitcun
Ca:guallaun Liu.

We can only conjecture as to the presence of the clan of
Deiniol in the Clwyd Valley & in Carnarvon & Anglesey. They
may have accompanied Cunedag in his first attack. Some of
them may have assisted Maglocunus's father in the conquest of
the West. Deiniol and Asaph would apparently be contemporaries
of Maglocunue (he dies in 547 of the plague in the prime
of 1life. Note the contrast between Gildas's deseription
of him & of Vortipor) Deiniol dies in 584. The fathers of
the two 8B8aints - Dunaut & Samel are contemporaries of
Maglocunus 's father - Catgollaun lauhir - the conqueror
of Anglesey. The conjecture does no violence to pedigree or
chronulogy. If Catguallaun Liu of Harleian 3859 (table 19)
be the Cathwallan of Jocelin's Life (B.G. & FP.I 178) it 1is
most intelligible, that he should give a refuge to the Saint
from the North, and it is also most intelligible that he
should guard against a diminution of his clan territories
by having his own relative Agaph associated in the foundation
The total silence respecting Catguallaun Liu in the Article
on Kentigern (or Cyndeyrn) however is most exasperating.

Did Aspah succeed to Kentigern's Episcopal jurisdiction
or supervision? Baring Gould % Fisher (II 177-185) mention
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Cebur appears in the "Dimetian Code of the Welsh Laws of Howel
the Good, Lambert Bishop of Menevia Mordad Bishop of Bangor.
Cebur Bishop of St. Asaph, Blegywryd Archdeacon of Llandaff,
went to Rome with the King to obtain papal epprobation and
Sanction before the promulgation of the Laws,

(a) In the first place as Lloyd rightiy states (History

of Wales p.336note 55,) ®*1t is highly improbable that papal
suthority was ever given to laws which so frequently run
counter to those of the Chureh", "There are also Chronological
objections, The campilation of tha code belongs to Howel's
later years not to the early 'periqd of his reign for he was
not in a position to undertake the task until 942+,

(b) In the second place The Liber Landavensis nown

nothing of Archdeacons o Llandaff, There were priests

of Teilo and arch-priests, but no archdeacons until the
diocese was reorganised after the Continental model in the
reign of Henry I.

(¢) Purther in his book of Bards & Bardic Lore of Ancient
Wales (the book is written in Welsh and is entitled BEIRDD a
BEIRDD - RIN CYMRU FU) Mr, Timothy Lewis-Celtic Research
Professor at Aberystwyth - finds in Blegywryd (the name of
the anachronistic archdeacon of Llandaff,) not only a
personal name but a legal title of a high standing, - in fact
the Welsh equivalent of the gallic Vergobretos of Caesar's
Aedui in the Gallic Var, |

(d) Lloyd (in his history of Wales pp, 354-336) devotes a
special note (Note B to Chapter X) to MSS and REditions

of the Welsh Laws, In this note he states that "No progress

can be made with the study of the subject until 1t is
recognised that the Welsh MS8 fall into three distinct
groups representing three recensions of the original law of

Hywell., The Venedotian, the Dimetian and the Gwentian
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Gould& Fisher state that no such King In Flivtehire is

known of that name from other sources: but the Harleian
Genealogies (MS 3859) of the descendants of Catell Durnluc

give an Eliud as the grandson of King Brochwel of Powys, -

the brother of the Selim son of Cinan who fell in the

battle of Chester, and nephew of Tyssilio)., It was through
this Eliud that the later rulers of Powys descended, Ve

have no means of knowing in which of the two Northern Kingdoms
Gwynedd or Powys, lay Tegeingl - the Northermest corner of
the modern County of Flint. The liold Valley which lay
immediately to the South belonged to fowys, whilst across

the Clwyd were lands definitely associated with the names of
Cunedda's sons. But there is no evidence as to the political
associations of the Holywell district.

The main incidents of St. Winifred's life began with a
visit to her parents by Beuno - her maternal uncle, who was
at that time settled at Gwyddelwern a few miles north of
Conven, on the borders of the modern Counties of Denbigh and
Merioneth. This circumstance would place the visit at any
time between584 and 613 [The terminus a2 quo is dictated by
Beuno's leaving the Severn Valley after hearing the
Englishman's voice - which might have happened dur ing the
great raid up the Severn Valley after the Battle of Deorham
The terminus ad quem is fixed by the fateful consequences of
the Battle of Chester).

Baring Gould & Fisher III 192 quote the Vita rrima of
St. Winifred as stating that she was a young girl when Cadfan
was King. Cadfan is represented in the Genealoglae Hoelii
of the Harleian MS,.3859 as the son of the Jago ap Seli

whose "dormitatio® the Annales Cambriae of the same MS give

as occurring in 613, the year of the Battle of Chester. He
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is also the father of the Cadwellon whose contest with the
Kings of Nortlumbrie from Edwin to Osweld raised the warfere
between Briton and Angle to epic heights. He is also credited
with having provided a refuge for Edwin during the earlier
part of his exile. - [from 604 A.D. In 616 Edwin is at the
Court of Redwald of Bast Anglia] (Oman p. 243 Lloyd p. 18&3)
Lloyd goes so fer as to state (loc.cit) that Edwin had fled
from Court to Court to escape the "ruthless enmity of
Ethelfrith., If this statement can be correct, then it

explains why Ethelfrith apparently abandoned any advence
on Wales after his victary at Chester - although Bede admits

that the Northumirian army suffered considerable loss despite
its victory (non sine magno sui exercitus damno® quoted in
Lloyd p.180 Note 71.) It also explains why Btkelfrith
apparently left to Edwin the conquest of the British
Kingdom of Elmet and Loidis between the Ouse and the Pennines;
It also explains why he embarked on his last compaign ageinst
East Anglia - only four years after the Bettle of Chester (Ommn
p.251.) to fall gimself a victim to his own vendetta.
Apparently the desire to exterminate the royel family of
Deira weighed the most in his mind and dictated his policy.
Lloyd (p.161) has remarked thot "dormitetio" as an

equi valent for death is applied only to ecclesiastics, so
that apparently Jago ap Beli had retired from the throne

leaving it to Cadfan. But the latter could scarcely have
been ruling in 588. when the infant Edwin was cerried away

from Deira into safety (Oman p. 243) Some period after 604
would agree much better with this supposition - as Ethelfrith

was in a better position to deal with his "domestic" troubles
after his victory over Aedan the Scot at Daegsastan than

before.,

But we have no precise dates to help us to determine
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OQUDOCEUS IN LLANDAFF.

Oudoceus is considered to be the nephew end
successor of Teilo, who is himself reputed to be the first
bishop who resided in Llandaff, even if he was not Bishop
of Llandaff in the modern sense., His dates are exceedingly
difficult to estimate. Teilo is generally considered to
heve been consecrated about 546 (he was bishop for an
exce edingly short space of time before the outbreak of
the great plague of 547), and if the foundation of
Llandaff was his by the grant of King Meurig ap Tewdrig and
if also the terms of the grant of Llanteliau Cressinnych
cen be accepted, then the closing years of his episcopate

coincided with the first years of the Saxon rzids up the
Severn Valley i.e. between 577 & 584. According to his
Iife in the Iiber Landavensis (123-132 & .70~381) Oudoceus

was the son of a Breton prince who when in exile in
Pembrokeshire had married Teilo's sister; Teilo in turn

went to him in Brittany during his flight from the

Plague, and brought back to him his nephew Oudoceus who

succeeded him on his death.
Before his life work can be considered, his chronologi-

cal position must be essured. A.0. Veughan (The Matter of

Wales 1913 Educational Publishing Compeny, Cerdiff) has
mede a powerful attempt to Place him in the first half of
the 9th century. (Veughen op. cit. pp 68-73) He depends

upon the records of two grants supposedly mrde to

Oudoceus of lann cors end Launguruaet in Breconshire by

swst , King of Brecknock and his sons (pp 138 & 146 & 388,
397) Another entry in the time of one Gutuan (or Gurfan)
episcopus eccords & fatel quarrel between Tewdur son of

Rmn and Elgystyl son of Aust both of them regulli in the
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Usk Valley. By comparing pedigrees he comes to the
conclusion, that these princes lived about the middle of
the 9th Century, and he therefore concludes that Oudoceus
flourishes also in that same age, and that the Liber
Landavensis is grossly mlstaken, to say the least, in
attempting to find him in the late 6th and early 7th.
In the sections succeeding the life i.e. pp. 132-151
381-404, we have the recaords of twenty two grants given
by various rulers in S.E. Wales to Oudoceus and the
Church of Llandaff. Of these two belong to Brecknock, one
to Radnor, five to Monmouth, three to Gower, and four can
bé identified with the remaining part of Glamorgan, & 8ome
cannot be identified. But with the exception of the two
Brecknock grants practically all the others mention
Kings of Glamorgan and Gwent, and the kings are Meuric
son of Tewdric (who 18 generally associated with Teilo's
founding of Llandaff) Liliau, Athruis, Frioc his sons,
Morcant (or Morgan) son of Athruis who apparently succeeds
his grandfather, and Morcant's son Iudhael or Ithel,
Oudoceus therefore, if the Liber Landavensis's grants in
the districts nearest Llandaff itself are considered,
appears to have succeeded Teilo. It is most unfortunate
that Vaughan should have ignored the twenty and built his
case on the twg isolated instances,

Baring Gould and Pisher (Vol.II p. 375) give the
following pedigree of the Kings of Glamorgan as based as
the evidence of the Liber Landavensis

Teudiric

i
(Mouric) Mesuric = Onbrawst

. o v mte— s -

Fx-;;oo murdersd by Morcant

Ath{uis (K. Morganwg
{
Morcant (Mwynfawr)

i
Tthael K. Morganwg and Gwent &c.
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the founder of the Atbey of Leominster and the father of
the tws sainted Nuns Mildred and Nildgyth (Oman pp.=<56
& 297) Lloyd (pp.195 & 196) is in thorough agreement
with Oman, and would place the conquest of Hereford
and the land between the 7orm, Dore and "ye by the
English, even in the first half of the Seventh Century.
Vaughan's thesis that Oudoceus and the conquest of this
region both belong to the Ninth Century is therefore
untenable.

Whilst the twofold record of an invasion in the
times of Meurig ap Tewdrig and in the times of Ithail
ap Morcant ap Athruis (Meurig's great Grandson) militate
against Meurig and (udoceus's being placed so late as 630.
liber ILandavensis p.183 (& 443) state "Sciendum est quod
eveneunt magnae tribulationes et vastationes in tempore
Telpaldi et Ithaili Regum Eritanniae, et a Saxonica
gente infidelissima, et maxime in confinibus Brittanniae

et Angliae versus Herefordiam &c. This is referred to
- — —— e ——

the episcopate of Berthguin, the successor of Cudoceus,

We are therefore justified in dating the commencement
of Oudoceus's authority and jurisdiction to the neighbour-
hood of 584 and (if the records of the Liber Iandavensis
even approximate accuracy), it is éxtended through Meurig's
reign, his grandson Morcant's reign, and even reached the
early part of Ithail's reign. He may well have been alive
about 630 A.D, but we have no clear and definite
evidence.

It has been z2lready remarked that Teilo's episcopate
in all probability coincided with a change of dynasty in
Glywyssing and that in some way or other the old family
to which Cadoc belonged had ceased to bear rule, and had

been followed by that of Meurig ap Tewdrig, which was still
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because both East and West of it there were Lanors and
Churches belonging to the Cathedral, - even from the early
days of Oudoceus., For some reasons orother. Wentloog
(Gwynllwg) and Lower Gwent cscaped the "Supremacy" of

the Bishop who yet holds a synod there in 955 (pp.210 &
477) All that the Grant would appesr to imply would ©be
that within the domains of the Kings of Glamorgan, the
Bishop would hold the same position relative to the

three Abbots, as the King would hold in relation to the
Cohiefs of the clans. The Church would be an imperium

in imperio, even in the somewhat lax state of affairs come-
posed within the Celtic Tridbal Communities. There may

be a real foundation for the frequency with which the
Bishops 1lnvite the abbots of the three great monasteries to
consult, and to witness chartsrs, especially as Glamorgan
and Gwent, appear as a very self contained region. It is
too often argued that all the Celtic Churches conformed

to one distinct type & formed one homogeneous Celtic
Church. But this is based on an assumption of a cultural
unity. Lloyd (p.308) in dealing with early Welsh

Institut ions notes one difference between Welsh and Irish
custom extending as far back as the days of Gildas, the
status of the xing in the administration of justice, and
he attributes this to the effect of Roman Tradition.
Ireland had a vernacular literature before Cogitosus
composed his Latin life of St, Bridget. The earliest
record we hLave of anything approaching *written" Welsh

are the entries in the margin Gospels of St., Chad and the
glosses of the "Juvencus Codex" Gildas and liennius write
in Letin. If Lloyd's observation 1is true for the whole of
Wales it must be most true of the S.E,, the Counties of
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Glamorgan and Monmouth which were longest in contact

with what remained of Romano-British Civilisation; and
where the old ideas of Government and order would

survive longest. We cannot dismiss this grant summarily
as an invention of later days. Did it involve a claim
to the property of Cadoc, we might suspect it; dbut as it
implies no more than Episcopal Suzerainity and a right

to protect the three abbeys from the lawlessness prevalent

in those days; the record may well be authentic.

THE 10SS of LLANDAFF 'S WESTERN CHURCHES.

With the Crants to Oudoceus the Liber Landavensls
ceases to refer to any -Churches in those parts of Wales
west of the River Towy. Attention is apparently focussed
on Gower, Brecknock, Archenfield, Glamorgan and Monmouth
The Life of Oudoceus (Liber Land 128 & 377) seems to
suggest an abandonment of Llandeilo Fawr in Carmarthenshire
(wnere Teilo died) and a journey from that .place to
Gower through the region of Kidwelly i.e. the Coastal
region between the Towy and the Loughor (the town of
Kidwelly took its name from the district as did also
such towns as BSrecon, Pembrokes and Cardigan) The
presence of the body of Clergy with relics, aroused the
cupidity of the inhsbit ants, who were only miraculously
prevented from plundering Oudogeus and his Companlions.
This incident and the sbandonment of the Weat are recorded
in the first two Chapters of the "Life”; so that the
Llandaff Chronicler apparently thought that Oudoceus never
had any connection with Tello's homeland. The real nature

of the tenure of eccesiastical property in tribal Wales
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is obscure.- and we can no more than conjecture as to the
reason for the separation of Teiloi's property. feilo hime-
self was a native of the West and the Kings of Demetia
might feel that any property granted to him would be in
no danger of alienation from the trive. Possibly with the
advent of Qudoceus, a Breton, conditions might have
changed and the royal favour was consequently withheld,
Lloyd (p.311 - dealing with early Welsh Institution - the
Kingship) observes that the Welsh ®"King"' was treated as
the universal heir in respect of movable property = in
default of children. In Gwynedd (N, Wales) no man could
bequeath anything, and even the goods of a Bishop (save
hls books and official vestments) passed on his death
into the royal hands (Lloyd p.312 & note 131) Did

the King of Demetia sequestrate all Teilo's property
because his next heir was a Breton? and what became of
his monastic settlements? If only there had been a St.
David's equivalent of the liber Landavensis we might
obtain the necessary information.

But the times were once more perilous for the Irish
speaking inhabitantas of Wales., At some time during the
sixth century a wave of Brythonie invasion pressed up the
valley of the Irfon (from Builth past Llanwrtyd to
Llandovery) and conquered the lands between Carmarthen
& Swansea ( Lloyd p.121) "This might explain the undoubted
fact that few lLatin inscriptions have been discovered
between the Towy and the Tawe, - and also the story as to
the conquests of Cunedda in Gower and Kidwelly" (Lloyd
loc., cit.) Such a circumstance might account for the
loss of the West; - the Demetian rulers fearing that any
intercourse with Glamorgan might enable the intervening

invaders to break into the remaining territories. The
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into S.Wales. PFor a few years they were expelled but

they returned again. The Kings of Gwent are also

recorded in the Liber Landavensis from about 950 - 1043
when they are displaced by the rulers of Glamorgan

(Lloyd ppe 347 & 348). 1In brief there is no warrant whatso-
ever for Vaughan's statement that there were kings of
Glamorgan and Gwent who ruled over S. Wales, and who
enabled the Church of Llandaff to loot the Western
records. The two conquerors he mentions do not belong

to Glamorgan, but to Archenfield; and the Liber Landavensis's
record of Grants is once more characterised by an unusually
careful adherence to historic fact. The Llandaff
tradition was based upon the evidence of the Life of

St. Samson of Dol, that Dubricius had a general

authority over South Wales, although the true import

of the evidence of that life was never (until very
recently) realised; viz. that Dubricius actually had

a monastery in Pembrokeshire where also Illtyd's

monastery must be placed (Williams Gildas pp.318 & 319)
But the Liber records the granting of Penn Alun (Teilo's
birthplace) to Dubricius, even though the King's name

is totally wrong (Noe ab Arthur C. 630 - 650) The
tradition is vindicated by Dr.William's conclusions.
Dubricius exercised an authority from Pembrokeshire to

S. Hereford. Teilo appears as succeeding to this authority
His ecclesiastical possessions appear mostly between
Tenby and Llandovery. Dubricius's disciples submit to

him. The Archenfield settlements nowhere bear his name.
The only Churches dedicated to him are the two Llantilios
near Abergavenny and Llandaff Cathedral where the
Community is called familia Teliaul as early as the 9th
Century. When Teilo dies and Oudoceus succeeds, for some

reason or other the We-tern settlements are alineated and
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Llandaff becomes the headquarters of the Eastern portion
only. The charge that the Llandaff records are an ex
parte statement comes with a bad grace from those who
uphold the full and plenary inspiration and inerrancy of
Ricemarchus Life of St. David, and of the Vespasian A
XIV text of that 1ife, Such people fail to distinguish
between the records themselves and the constructions
rlaced on them, and the conclusions deduced from them,
Bishop Urban's case against the Bishops of Hereford and
St ., David's rested as much upon the record of
Consecrations and ordinations of Bishop Herwald (1059 -
1104) as upon the more ancient documents, if not more so.
He merely claimed theextent of jurisdiction enjoyed

by his predecessor. The failure of Bp. Urban to win his
case in no way invalidates the substant ial accuracy of the
facts contained in the records of the Liber Landavensis
even if the editor has garnished and embellished them
according to the literaryCanons of his age., There is

no evidence to prove that the Llandaff records were ever
doubled by the appropriation of those of a more Western
Church, The Eastern Kings who ruled over the ehaotic S.
West did not include Glamorgan and Lower Gwent in their
domains., Even if they had, it is not likely that they
would have wish tc¢ alienate the minds of their

Demet ian subjects by promoting the supremacy of llandaff,
especially as they were called in to prevent the
domination of N, Wales rulers such as Ilywelyn ap Seisyll
(1018 - 1023) and Gruffydd ap Ilywelyn (1039 - 1063)
Degpite Vaughan's statement that to the author of the life
of St. Ouduceus in The Liber Landavensis "anything that
horns was his cow to milk* (op. ¢it. p.67) in the sense

that everything possible was included, whether sure and



certain or rnot, and the politiecal and historical back-
ground of thne "Life" us substantially correct, It was

a period of Saxon raids on the East, of Brythonic raids
on the West: of a shrinkage of ecclesiastical dominion;
of the succession to men of a more heroic mould by those
who were merely vicious. The records bear witness to thia
If we have no record of the inner life of the community
we have ample evidence of the circumstances against
which it had to fight:. and if the other communities in
Glamorgan: of Llantwit , Llancarvan, and Llandough -
preferred the co-operation and supremacy of ILlandaff, to
being exposed to the wrongs inflicted by the lawless
princes of the time there is nothing improbable in

such a course of action. All that can be urged against
it , is that such things were not done in Ireland at

that time. But between Ireland and South Wales there

was not merely the fixed gulf of the Irish Sea, but also

that bvetween 3 native aboriginal culture and civilisation
on the one hand and on the other a culture which had

been modified by traditions ultimately derived from

the great Empire of the West. It was therefore
during the episcopate of Oudoceus that what eventually

became the diocese of Llandaff took a definite form

The political realm was more or less consolidated under

one dynasty and was sharply marked off from the neighbours

The position of the Eishop was no less clearly defined.
The area under his supervision coincided more or less
with that of the King'e jurisdiction and the three great

nbbeys appear, rot as subordinate, 3o much as " junior
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a8 must also those of the Liber Landavensis (pp 109 and 352)
"De quibus Hismalem consecravit (Telieu) in episccpum, mittens
1llum ad consulendum ecclesiam Minuensem, ot jam vidustam
pastore; nam Sanctus David ad Dominum Migraverst," This state-
ment likewise seems to have been derived from Geoffrey of
Monmouth XI 3 p, 271 where David's death 13 placed before that
of Meglocunmus, who orders the Saint's buriasl in his onastery
at Menevia, 1In all probability Teilo died first, and the
statenents both of Geoffrey and the Liber landavensis arz
without historical foundation - A third Statement without
foundation in connection with the Succession st St, Davids i3
that of Giraldus, (Itinerary, pp 95 and 96 (Dent's Everyman's
Series) making Tello the third Bishop at St, Davidse i.e. to
succeed Cynog in 606 (David Cenauc, Eliud who was also called
Teliaus) This is impossible chronologically and his name is
omitted from the list of Bishops of St. Davids compiled for the
1930 Edition of the "0fficial Handbook of the Church in Wales
P. 57. Such statements appear to be merely deductions from the
names of fournders of prominent Churches in the modern end
nediaeval diccese of St, Davids, The amended succession of
David, Cynog (Cinauc or Cenauc) Ceneu, i.e. of the Welsh Church
Official Hand Book" 18 the nearest approach to correctness;

and auy attempt to find Cynog a previous Episcopate is

foredomed to failure fram lack of evidence.

PART IV,
NORTH WALES - THE FINAL MIGRATION WESTWARD,

It has alresdy been observed that the most marked feature

-235'






Dumlue, and on his refusal so persecuted him, that the Saint
flees in Brittany. According to the Annales Cambriae and the
Genealogial Hoeli (both from Harleian M.S. 3859) the King who
ied the forces at the battle of Chester was Selim son of
Cinan son of Brochwel 1i.e. Tyssilio's nephew and not his
father, and the Annales state that he fell in the bdattle. The
succession of the Kings of Powys was carried on by Selin's
brother Eliud until it was finally oarried by marriage into
the family of Rhodri Mawr (844-877)s The realm of Powys did
not suffer from lack of heirs, But when the general migration
of Saints Westward is observed Tyssilio can easily be
acoredited with a lack of courage and hope. There my have
been a feeling of resentment of Powys if he refused to assume
the leadership expected from him, as the oldest member of the
Royal family, The family of Powys seems to have been the
least attracted by the religious life of all the great families
of Wales in the heroic age; and there may have been a genuine
foundation for the bellef that family complications finally
compelled his flight, even though the dynastic details were
wrongly recorded, The Article in B.G. & F. denies that he ever
returned to Wales and the remainder of his life has therefore no
connection with the development of the religious life of Wales
No dates or other time indications are given for the
abandonment of Bangor-is-coed dbut it cannot have been long
delayed. Four years later - 617 - the Victor of Chester was
himself defeated and slain at the Battle of the Idle, and Edwin
ascended the throne of Northumbria Following the precedants of
former ®Bnglish conquerors he first subdued the neighbouring
Bnglish Kingdoms and in 629 turned his Arms againat North Wales
Lloyd (pp. 184-5, 251, and note 123) records the furious struggle
which extended from the Severn to Anglesey and ended eventually
only with Cadwallon's death at Heavenfield in 634, To judge by
Beuno's previous flight, Bangor-is-coed would have been

abandonad in 613 and St. Asaph certainly bef ae 630, The
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invading Army seems to have marched along the Coast of North
Vales and to have co-opsrated with a fleet. St. ABaph was
directly in the path of such an army, and there was no questions
of any method of safety but flight, even if they had not fled
before.

An examination of the North Wales dedications which can
be presumed to belong to this period illustrates this westward
flight., The most important of the migrating Saints was Beuno
who left the neighbourhood of the Clwyd Valley for the North
West coast of Carnarvonshire (B.G. & F. 212 and 213) Saint
Winifred removed from Holywell and settled at Gwytherin in
Denbighshire within a few miles of the Conway Valley (B.G. & F.
III 192 & 3) Nidan a nephew of Kentigern appears at Llanidan
in Anglesey, Grwst a member of the same clan founds Llanrwet
on the Conway Elaeth Frenin settles at Amlwoh in North
Anglesey and Buan a grandson of Llywarch Hen (one of the
emigres of 550) at Bodfean in West Carnarvonshire. Beuno is
acocompanied by disciples from the Bast -~ Aelhaiarn and Cyrhaiarn

both appear in Carnarvonshire and the clan of Caradog Freichfras
of Cornwall is once more represented - Cwyfan (a great great
grandson) is found first in the Clwyd Valley and then a%
Llangwy.fan in Anglesey and Tydweiliog in West Carnarvoshire
in both areas very near Beuno's foundations.

The chronology of the migration is fixed (approximately)
by Beuno's legend - The Saint apparently reaches Gwynedd and
18 given land for a settlement at Gwredog is Carnarvonshire.
He discovers that the land is not the King's to bestow and
forthwith confronts the King with his wrong doing. Peace is
made by a Cousin of the King's giving land at Clynnog Fawr,
where the Saint built his last and greatest f cundation, and
from whence he and his disciples spread over parts of Carnarvon
and Anglesey B.G., & F. i3 not consistent in this connection
The King's name 18 given a8 Cadwallon, the great opponent of
Bdwin of Northumbria (B.G. & F. I 213) His father Cadfan (the
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“tynedd Tn Cwynedd below the Ccnway ihe cnly inforrction
extant is that St Winifred spent her last years at Cwytierin,
in Denbighshire. Her "seccond life" revorts that che left
Holywell some seven years after Feuno's departure. There is no
means of testing the accuracy of this statement but it would
imply a date of about 623 A,D. Gwytherin was remote and in-
accessible, and a convenient retreat from the beaten track cf
armies, She died at Cwytherin and was buried by Tleri who
aprarently survived her although he was much her senior in age.
(ne other c¢lan remains to be considared that of Hclig loel
ap Glannog whose domains between Ienmaenmawr and Anglescy were
lost by an inundation of the Sea The islet of Priestholm cor
1uffin is called in Welsh Ynys Lannog - presumably after
Helig's father. according to the Articles in Baring Could anrd
Fisher (I 223, 224,303; II 104; III 232;) Heliz had twelve~ sons
who embraced the Monastic life after losing their pastrimony
Only five have left their names to be recorded by posterity.
Boda, Bodfan, Brothen, Celynin and Gwynin. Boda and Gwynin
(B.G. & F. I 223 & 4 and III 232) are commemorated at Dwygyfylchi
( Penmaenmawr) Bodfan at Aber near Bangor (I 303) and Celynin at
Llangelynin near Conway (II 104) In addition Gwynin appears at
Ilandegwning near Bardsey and Celynin at Llangelynin near
Towyn in Merioneth The presence of all five Saints in the strip
of land between Bangor and Conway argues a period either
before the death of Maglocunus or after the Battle of Chester.
Raring Gould and Fisher distinctly prefers the latter period.
According to an old Welsh legend Helig the father, was res-
ponsible for the murder of one of the Northern Rritish Leaders
of 550-574 Elidir Mwymawr (the legend is recorded in Vaughan
"The Matter of Wales" pp.163-5 but its period is brought down
to the 9th Century) This Elidir was a contemporary of Rhun the
son of Maglocunus-Vengeance for the murder was delayed for
several generations (Rhys Celtic Folkore pp.414-5) Apparently

Helig must have been a young man at the time of the murder
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and his Bishop essertec "protective rights® over the cther
Monasteries, in addition to securing land for ssttlemenis in
practically every region of his domeine.

The Britons of North Wales were weakened and impoverished
by the War which lasted from 629 to 655 and soon after the Wer
cnother outbreak of plague broke out in which Cadwaladr son
of Cadwallon died (¢c.664) (Lloyd p.230 and notes 7 & 9) One
unforeseen result of this war was the expansion of lMercia which
soon gfter 660 marched with the Welsh Kingdoms from Hereford to
Chester. The acceptarce of the Roman date for Ea3ster by the
Southern Irish in 634 (Bright, Eerly English Church History
Pe 431) immediately cut off all intercourse between St, Davids
and South Ireland Zimmer (Celtic Church in Britain and Ireland)
waxes eloquent about the languasge used by the Abbots of S.Ireland
to describe those who refused to conform with them,snd we can be
sure that St. Dcvids wovld receive similer treatment. With the
surrender of ithe Northern irish in 704, the Picts in 710, amd
Iona in 716, the Briions of Wales and Cornwall were left
totally isoleted, If the evidence of Baring Gould and Fisher
III 178 can be received, Brittany never had a Paschal
Controversy. The full intercourse existing between the
Bretons and the Franks emounting to the presence of men like

Samson of Dol at Councils of Frankish Bishope, would have been
impossible had they been so divided., We may assume this to

be true of the Churches of the Britons in Spain; had there
been a Paschal Controversy there the presence of Mailocus Epis
copus Britannorum would not have been permitted. The
controversy was apparently limited to the British Isles and to
Irish Monasteries on the Continent. In Wales agreement wegs
not reached until 758-777 when by the infiuence of Blbod
described as Archbishop of Gwynsdd, the Continentsl reckoning
was adopted. Elbod was presumably Bishop of Bangor and died
in 809 He is of great interest as having bsen the Master of

Nennius If Duchesne is correct in his Nennius Retractatus
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Dein cum magno apparatu magnaque fantasia, vel potius insania
Tepedantes patriam ex erecto erectioremincessum Pingunt ...
*»++e Violenter manus non tam venerabilibus aris quam flammis
inferni ultricibus dignas, in tali schema positi sacrosanctis
Christi sacrificiis extensuri,

Since if they could not find the kind of pearl, because
fellow labourers resisted them in a diocese, and sternly refused
them so profitable a business, they are not so much grieved as
delighted, to send messengers before them to cross seas and
travel over broad countries, so that in any way, such display
and incomparable dignity, or to speak more truly, such diabolical
mockery, be acquired even by the sale of all their substance.
Afterwards with great state and magnificent show, or rather
foolery, they return to their own Country and show their haughty
gait more haughty .cceceecneeoees
their purpose is to stretch forth their hands violently upon
the Holy sacrifices of Christ ; hands worthy not so much of the
venerable altars, as of the avenging flames of hell, because
they are men placed in a position of this kind (Williams

translation on same pages),

In explanation of the above passage MacNaught writes
®As the only Bishop outside Britain who ever claimed jurisdic-
tion over the British Church was the Bishop of Rome, it would
seem that those unworthy clerics had recourse to Rome in ordsr
to gain the object of their ambition. Their conduct
reprehensible as it was, testified to their belief in the
Pope's jurisdiction over the British Church" Apparently MacNenght
had never heard of Brittany, or of the emigration thither of
such Bishops as Samson, Malo & Paul Aurelian, Had he read the
Life of Samson of Dol he would have noted the route followed,
from S. Wales to Padstow and thence down the Tamar and along

to Fowey crossing over to Brittany, Williams (pp 154-6) sees
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those wno "gedem Petri 3postolil liwwundls pedilus usurpant:zs
Ce 66 Williams pp. 104 and 105 ard note l. !wvery bisnop is a

successor of Peter - every Bishop's chalr is a 3sdes apostolica

(Ca92 p. 214 and liote) In fact the whole position of Gildas
is that of Cyprian aad Tertullian Bensen (in "Cyprian p.195%)
The Divine reality of such their unity (i.e. of the 3ishops)
had been taught typically in the respective charges of the
Lords to Peter and to the Iwelve. The authority and power
committed is the same to each several Apostle but for the sake
of shewing (such is Cyprian's interpretation) that many
Apostles did not make many churches but one only therefore

the first declaration of the foundation ¢f a universal Church
is couched in language addressed to one only St Peter - For
that one occaslon the words are to one, but the meaning is for
ever to all.

As nothing limited it in space, dbut the authority
belonged to all the Apostles wherever they went so in time
also after they were departed nothing limited that authority
to Peter's successors among the successors of them all. Though
the charge to Peter appears among the earliest of Cyprian's
Christian ideas, as does also the obedience due to Bishops,
yet Peter's successors are ncwhere mentioned or hinted at by
Cyprian as necessary to the Church's Unity, But the successors
of the other Apostles are, and of them it is said that the
power given by Christ to them in equal measure with St. Peter,
passed on to the Churches which they established =2nd to the
Bishops who everywhere succeeded them" To this paragraph
is appended a very significant note 196 Xote 6.

"This, Ritschl himself confesses, It will be understood
that he plays the dangerous game of maintaining presbyterianism
agaeinst episcopacy by trylng to saddle Cyprian's
Episcopacy with the papacy sas its necessary deduction® (The

work of Ritschl referred to is "Cyprian von Karthago und die
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Although irrelevant to this discussion it is interesting to
note than on p. 70 MacNaught states that the Gallican Church
in the time of Columbanus (585-615 see Stokes and Lawlor
Ireland and the Celtic Church pp. 130 and 148) still followed
the pPaschal Cycle of Victorius; and the Burgundian Bishops
who appeared so scandalised at the Irish reckoning were
themselves following a different computation from that'in use
in Rome and the East. This considerably diminishes the value
to be attached to the statements of Augustine and his
companions. During the next Century when Wilfred of York
wes waxing 8o eloquent about the dangers of separation from
Rome, the Metropolitan of Aquileia and the Bishops of Istria
were themselves in a position of estrangement from the Papacy.
The schism was not healed until 698-701 (Smiths Student's
Ecolesiastical History p.374) The English and Irish admirers
of the Roman order were so carried away by the newness of
their experience that they had no means of examining the
order from a historical stand point; they assumed that what
they saw had always been the usual custom everywhere; they
could not know that the Roman Baster was really the Rasgter

of Alexandria and not of Rome; & that it was adopted by Rome
only after a stubborn refusal to face facts for two centuries;
and that even the Gallican Church refused to follow Rome

at this time.

This was the attitude of the British Church a preference
for the "Ancient ways® Williems (Gildas pp.154-5) states
'British ecclesiastical 1life thus transferred quietly to a new
soil (Brittany) stood in bold contrast with the more developed
1ife of the native Gallic Church - the same in essentialsg -
yet different because of an older life .,..., The British
(in Brittany) llved a 1life apart, tenacious of ways that haq

become antiquated in the country to which they had mi grategn

The pointe of dispute between Augustine and the British
Bishops (according to Williams, Christianity in Barily Britair,
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pPpP. 473 480) all turned on the same difficulty - an attachnent
to the usages »f a world which had largely disappeared

Spain and Sardinia apparently followed customs similar to
those of the British Church and in the case of Sardinia, Rome
had to give way "Thus in 594 Gregory allowed in Sardinia a
custom which Augustine in 6035 was 1neiating that the Britons
should abandon*.

The whole problem of the relations of Augustine with the
British Church is complicated to the emergency of the
nationality and supremacy questions., The differing usages
need not have created any more difficulty here than on the
continent , and even the nationality question need not have
arisen to the degree of intensity. Although from 381 until
about 430 the Irish and the Picts had ravaged the Britons
pitilessly, and had constituted the greatest danger to the
province, yet Nirian and Patrick went among these ancient
enemies preaching the Gospel - and Patrick in partiocular found
the way prepared for him by the British Captive women whd had
married in Ireland (Bury - Life of St.Patrick). Likewise
Ninian the Stratholyde Briton planted stations across Scotland
from Galloway, Ayr and Glasgow as far as the Shetlands along
the Bast Coast (8cott, Ninian Apostle of Brituns and Picts) One
cannot help feeling tnat had they been given time the Britons
would have done the same in the case of the Saxons  Had
Augustine handled them tactfully, had he not alienated them by
his exhibition of Papal Authority, this country would have been
apared the painful sight of an unchristian antagonism
between the two churches., It 1is true that Gildas paints the
Saxons in lurid colours but so he coes the Scots and his own
countrymen: in fact his account of the Britons has been
gleefully accepted as correct by all ecclesiastical writers
from the days of Bede, Edwir. c¢f Northurbria muist be held
primarily reaponsible for the bad feeling bstween the races

and the churches, with tke first Crristian Ling of Jortlhambrig
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SUMMARY and CONCLUSIONS.

Modern Wales emerges from the wreck of the Roman
Empire with the conquest from Irish Imuigrants bty a
Chieftain named Cunedag (or to give the name its more
modern form Cunedda) and his sons of all Wales North
and West of a line following the course of the Clwyd
the Dee and the Teify., The Sons of the Conqueror
divided the spoils of War and "called the lands after
their own names" . With his conquest are associated as
concomitants or consequences a revolution in Powys a
subtmission on the part of two dynasties between the
Severn and the Brecknock Beacons (in the upper region
of the Wye after warfare; in the Usk Valley apparently
without it) and a conquest of the lands between the Usk
on the East and the Loughor on the West.

This conquest took place between 452 A.D. and 473 A.D.
preferably in the latter half of this period. Evidence
from Irish sources and from Welsh genealogical sources
(the families of Cunedag -~ of Coroticos of Strathelyde,
of Catell Durnluc of Powys, of Glywys in Glamorgan, and
Brychan in Brecknock) tends to confirm the conclusion
that the date previously accepted and vouched for as
early as the Genealogiae Saxonum in the Historia
Brittonum C.62 (i.e. 685 A,D,) -~ viz, 146 years antequam
Mailcunus regnaret - somewhere between 383 and 400 A,D,,
is probably due to a confusion between Maximuas's
abandoning of the Northern defences of the Province and
the Southerly march of Cunedda.

There are no clear proofs of a pre-Cuneddan

Christianity in Wales. The old traditions of a Caratacus
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1..0.520) and in all probability the community of
I11tyd. On their return to Walss an attempt was mnde
at re-organising religion. To these years belong the
Synods of Brevi and Iucue Victoriae, although the
account of the Synod of Breti iven in Ricemarchus's
life of St. David is an obvious piece of special
bleading. St, David would appear mainly as an Irish
Monastic type of Bishop, whereas Teilo on the contrary
would seem to follow the lines of Dubricius. The
Tormer, if his biograghsr is to be trusted, wae coneerned
more with Irish disciples than with Welsh, and at the
present stage of Welsh Church life only two centrescan
be fairly ascribed to him, - St. David's and
Llanddewibrefi, above Iampeter the site of the Synod.
Teilo apparently re-organises the Church life in his
homeland from Milford Haven, N. to the Teify and N. Bast
up the Towy Valley to Llandovery. His principal centre
is Llandeilo Fawr in the strategic heart of S.W. Wales;
whose importance was in after years recognised by being
regarded as the royal residence par excellence in the
South. He succeeded to Dubricius's influence in
Brecknock and Archenfield. He extends North to
Radnor and South to Upper Gwent between Usk and
Monmouth, and founds Llandaff apparently at the end of
his life. A remarkable feature of his re-organisation
is the help he receives from "Sons of Gildag" who take
over the work in the Wye Valley from slightly North
of Builth to the neighbourhood of Hay and Clifford,

An equally interesting development is seen in
S, Cardiganshire, occurring in all probability at the

same time,8aints from the Severn Valley in
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Montgomeryshire ~nd the ¥ye Lasin in Radnerchirs all
appear in Czrdingshire, Iy=gilio near New Quay and
Lilwchhaiarn in the samz dAistrict (Tyssilio came Trom near
Welshpool and the latter from nexr Newtown ) Cvnllo fron
Radnor appears in two Churches near Cardigan and four
members of s Werth British Clan (whose father aooarintly
settled at Dippestow in Wonmouth, near two Churches of
Teilo) appear in the Teivy Valley alsc in the neighbourhood
of Churches of Teilo,

It really se=2ms as though this re-organisation was
the result of the Syrnod of Breti, which in all probability
was concerned with carrying out the ideals of Gildaes than
with dealing with such moribund topics as the Pelagianism
of the time of Gzrmanus,

The death of Teile occurred at a very important
pariod for the lifa of S, Wales. The Britisr speaking
tribes were once more cn the aggressive snd it was
probably at some time in the neighbourhood of 570-58C
trat they conquered the lands bstween the Towy and the
Loughor ; thup severing into two separats portions, nct only
the Irish speaking tribes, but also the churches which
Teilo had ruled from Llandeilo Fawr. Oudoceus who
succeadzsd Teilo found himself restricted to the Jdastern
portion and made Ilandaff his headquarters, He carried on
the re-organisation cf his predecessor and extended bis
influence into Lower Radnor and Lower Gwent. It is in
his time that we first find the community ocf I1ltyd in
Llantwit Major and not only does Oudoceus extend his own
foundation but he seems to have acquired certain
protective and visitatorial rights over the three great

Glamorgan Abbeys to whom he stands in the rcl-ation of king
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Bngland); and there is every reason to bzlieve that there
was a corresponding difference between Welsh and Irish
ideas of the episcopal status, The grants in the Liber
Landavensis may refer not to the attempts of the

bishope to secure a more extensive jurisdiction, but to
free church lands from the usual tenure of tribal law,
The progressive history of the dioceses corrasponds to
the history of the great political divisions up to the
conquest, when the rise of the fourth power, Powys, on the
ruins of the Wales-wide realm of Gruffydd ap Llywelyn,
leads to the cocreation of the faurth dlocese of Wales -
St. Asaph.

The Celtie Churches, if not strictly homogeneous and
if varying according to the nature of the social and
political order of their countries, were yet very closely
bound, Mutual intercourse bound them tog ther and they
preserved a common front to the rest of Western
Christendom for many years, The protagonist in any
struggle would of necessity be the British Church, and
in its conferences with Augustine, it stood on 1its
ancient ground of provincial independence., Dr. Hugh
Williaxs has examined the question exhaustively and 1is
convinced that Gildas reflects the attitude of Cyprian,
that the British Church clung to usages and customs
which were merely antiquated. He and also MacNaught
state that the British Church was not along in its
attitude of non compliance with Augustine's demands.
There was no such thing as uniformity in the West. Gaul
Spain and Sardinia followed local customs differing from
those advocated by Augustine and in some cases they

were similar to the customs of Britain. The Patriarch






