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iii.
PREFACE

This dissertation is in the nature of prolegomena to
the subject, rather than an attempt at a complete or final
survey. In many respects its purpose is to indicate lines
of development for future research. Such is the range and
importance of the many facets that it would be impossible
to devote exhaustive attention to each in one work. For
instance, Isurium, the Roman capital of Brigantia, demands
separate large-scale treatment as soon as full reports on the
most recent excavations are made available. The geographical
extent of Brigantia, too, has necessitated a selective rather
than a comprehensive study of the important aspect of economic
conditions generally; and a study of the native pottery is
reserved for a later specialist examination which cannot fail
to be of the first importance.

It is hoped that the selection of really typical areas
and sites will clarify the problems under discussion by avoid-
ing over-congestion of material at this early stage, while
ensuring that the selective principle shall not entail the
omigssion of other matter of first importance, or the distortion
of the final picture. Thus, while the description of typical
native settlements deliberately draws its illustrations mainly
from Swaledale and Wensleydale, reference is repeatedly made
to the outstanding parallel features of other districts which
have also been carefully studied. Again, while no more than
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a brief summary of the general military occupation of Brigantia
is necessary as a background to the main subject, a full
consideration of the history, position and significance of

the fort at Bainbridge is incorporated, as a particularly
suitable illustration of Roman policy in the Pennines as &
whole, but covering an area which has already received special
consideration from the entirely different angle of the native
occupation. The short sections on art, language and

religion, included for the sake of completeness, are not
intended to be more than brief summaries of the existing

evidence.

The Gazetteer, while aiming at providing a convenient
source of reference to the finds of the period, is by no means
merely a collection of previous records. Wherever an
opportunity for fieldwork offered, it has been gladly seized;
and it is therefore possible to incorporate the results of
mach first-hand information. This also applies particularly
to the appendix on miscellaneous earthworks - a field rich in
information, where it is hoped in future to expand the invest-
igation so far undertaken. For the benefit of future students
an accurate reference for each site to the 1 ineh 0. S.

Maps is given in these Appendices.
While these various aspects all invite further close

attention, 1t has been necessary first of all to give detailed

consideration to the purely historical evidence available for



the Brigantes. Itwis of fundamental importance that their
true significance in the history of the Roman occupation of
Britain should, as far as possible, be clearly established
before any elaboration of the evidence for their social and
economic life was to be attempted. It was therefore eseential
that a canmpletely unbiassed reconsideration of the evidence
furnished by the ancient sources should be undertaken forthwith.
In the pursuit of learning covering such a wide field, my
obligations are many, and I cannot hope to mention by name
all whose ready assistance has been accorded in the course
of the past three years. Certain particular acknowledgments
are to be found in the text; more generally, I have received
the utmost consideration and courtesy from the librarians,
museum curators, land owners and tenants, and numerous other
people with whom I have been brought into contact. I have
been fartunate in being able to make use of much unpublished
material of local antiquaries and other scholars; needless
to say, however, all photographs have been taken during the
course of my own field-work. To three persons in particular
I owe a special debt. Miss A. M. H. Kitson Clark, with
typical generosity, was ever ready to lay at my disposal her
extensive knowledge of Roman Yorkshire, and it is largely
through her assistance that these portions of the Gazetteer,
while one camnot hope that they are complete, have achieved

their present compass. I am also grateful for permission to
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quote one or two extracts from her private correspondence on
matters archaeological. It is impossible adequately to
express my appreciation of the guldance and advice which I
have throughout received from Mr. Birley and Mr. Richmond.
Only those who have had the privilege of working with them
can fully realise the true value and constant encouragement
afforded by this association. Finally, original research
was rendered possible by the financial assistance of the
Council of the Durham Colleges and the North Riding Education
Committee, through the award of a Fellowship and a Research
Exhibition respectively.
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The subsequent exploitation of Cartimandua's personal and
political weaknesses thus has a familiar touch.

For the present, however, the Romans were entirely
preoccupied with the conquest and settlement of the populous
region of the south and east. A sharp repulse was inflicted
upon the Catuvellauni who had disputed the crossing of the
Medway. Following the emperor's triumphant return to Rome,
Aulus Plautius continued the work of subjugation; and before
his recall, four years later, those who had been induced to
accept Roman suzerainty included the two main Belgic areas
once dominated by the respective Houses of Cassivellaunus and
Commius, the powerful Iceni of East Anglia, and the Regni of
Sussex.

Belgic Britain had been brought swiftly and effectively
under Roman sway; but the occupied area was not large ehough
to provide more than a precarious foothold for the invaders.
In order to accelerate the process of complete conquest, the
army was divided into three columns, Plautius himself, with
the XIV Gemina Martia and XX Valeria Vixtrix, penetrated to
the north-west; Vespasian, commanding the II Augusta, opened
up the south-west countiry, while the IX Hispana was given the
easiest line of all, that leading northwards along the flat
east coast region to Lincoln. Assuming the validity of the

generally accepted emendation to the text of the Annals,l the

1 Annales c¢. xii: ‘tcunctaque cis Trisantonam et Sabrinam

fluvios cohibere parat.!
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interesting of all, however, is the reference in the Life of
Columba to Aedan's battle with the Maeatae at Circenn - the
district of Angus and the Mearns. It is true that some
movement of population may have taken place between the
gsecond and sixth centuries; but Watsont's further objection,
that the Antonine Wall was not held in the time of Severus,
cannot be accepted as final evidence, even if the converse
view is not held. Moreover, Rhys' connection of the tribal
name with Dun-myat, a hill-site 33 miles north-east of Stirling,
as 'Fort of the Maeatae,' and the etymology of Myothill,
pointed out by Watson himself as ®a conspicuous isolated
height® near Denny in Stirlingshire, may be regarded as
significant.l It is a reasonable conclusion, therefore,
that the home of the Maeatae was in the region of the latter
frontier; that they were descendants of the people whose
numbers and power had been decimated by transportation half
a century before;2 and that they had, after twice encompassing
the destruction of the S8Scottish Wall, finally seized their
opportunity to wreck systematically the whole of the major
frontier defences, and ravage the immediate districts of the
province itself. Presumably their lust forAvengeance was
temporarily satiated by this orgy of destruction, for Virius

Lupus found a substantial bribe a sufficient inducement for

1 Watson, History of the Celtic Place-Names of Scotland, 56-9,
2 p. 81-2.













31,

Britain remained unaffected by the numerous fluctuations
of fortune experienced by the third-century emperors. Recon-
struction went on unhampered, and the numerous milestones of
this era testify to the efficient attention paid to the
improvement and upkeep of the provincial communications.

Following Carausius' brief enjoyment of independence,
disaster on the northern frontier was at last precipitated
by the ambitions of the usurper Allectus. In 296 Hadrian's
Wall again fell before the invading tribes of Scotland, but
again this was due, not to any fundamental weakness in the
barrier itself, but to the withdrawal of the garrison.

Diocletian's radical reform of the whole imperial
organization resulted in the ultimate control of Britain's
civil administration being vested in Constantius Chlorus!
viceroy, the praetorian prefect of Gaul. Britain became a
diocese under a 'vicarius,' to whom the governors of the four
new provinces into which it was subdivided were responsible.
Of one of the four provinces, Britannia Prima, Britannia
S8ecunda, Maxima Caesariensis, and Flavia Caesariensis, York
B8 presumably the capital; but the areas they covered cannot
be determined with any degree of certainty,

The military adminigtration was entirely dissociated from
the civil, but as ites composition is only known from the fifth-

c¢entury Notitia, its early character is somewhat uncertain.
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the Ninth Legion, which was stationed at Lincoln, went out %o
meet the revolted tribes from the south and was routed, losing
such infantry as he had, but escaping with the cavalry: "et
viotor Britannus Petilio Ceriali, legato legionis nonae, in
subsidium adventanti obvius fudit legionem et quod peditum
interfecit: Cerialis cum equitibus evasit in castra et
munimentis defensus est."” The significant phrase in this
passage is 'quod peditum';1 and when considered in the light
of the following piece of information, it shows that only
2,000 infantry can have been lost, for Nero sent out that
number of infantry to make good the loss of legionary soldiers
in the Ninth.?

The implication must be that Cerialis took only one-third
of his legion to meet the rebels; and it seems probable that
the reason why he did not take the full legion was that the
Brigantes were suspect, or even actually troublesome. Hence
the main body of the legion had to be left behind at Lincoln
to guard the Brigantian frontier, even when the poeition in
the south was highly critical.

No really satisfactory explanation can be given for the
failure of Venutius to intervene decisively to take advantage
of this great opportunity. Perhaps his information on the

state of affairs was inaccurate. Perhaps his hesitation was

1 Annales, xiv, 32.

2
ibid., xiv, 38.
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Roman army, and the decisive way in which Cerialis launched
his attack, did much to demoralize the Brigantes from the
outset. Nevertheless, fighting was frequent and fierce,
though in the outcome Cerialis, by the end of his period of
governorship, had occupied most of the hostile territory,
and part of this had been completely reduced to surrender.

The extent of Cerialis' campaigns is the point of out-
standing importance. It is obvious that his primary object
must have been the subjection of Venutius; but since the
latter derived a formidable proportion of his support from
regions north of Brigantia, as the Romans had long known,1
the occupation of these northern areas also must have formed
an essential part of Cerialis' programme,

It is clear both from this passage, and also from a
consideration of Agricola's campaigns,2 that Cerialis' success
was not only substantial, but practically complete. Tacitus,
anxious that his father-in-law should compare favourably with
all other governors, was unlikely to bestow unnecessary praise
on the latter; yet in his brief mention he could not withhold
from Cerialis terms of description which leave no doubt of the
greatness of the man and his achievements, It is true that
Tacitus also implies that some portion of Brigantia remained

untamed. This may possibly be accounted for by the same

1
Annales, xii, 40.

2 po 62"4 .
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because he was writing from vague, third-hand information,
Pausanias used their name as synonymous for Britons in general.
Incidentally, it is just possible that Juvenal's satirical

reference to the castella Brigantum may be another illustration

of the former explanation, though in this case applying to
other tribes. Independent positive evidence favouring the

substitution of Brittonfles for Brigantes does in fact exist. !

Since the Genuni are described as tributary to the Romans,
the indication is that thney were outside the Roman province,
but nevertheless under its protection. The aggressors may
therefore be supposed to have lived farther to the north, as
other considerations indicate. That the Genuni occupied
some district just beyond Hadrian's Wall is a reasonable
assumption; and perhaps the occupation of tne forts at
Birrens, Netnerby and Bewcastle at tais time affords a cl ue
to the wnereabouts of the Genunian moira.

Support for the revised reading Brittones comes from

a consideration of Capitolinus' phrase summotis barbaris.

Macdonald has suggested2 that it bears a similar meaning
to the passage in which Tacitus describes the effect of

Agricola's Forth-Clyde fortifications: "summotis velut in

aliam insulam hostibus, n3 In this case, the offenders must

be supposed to have been driven into the Highlands, the Wall

1 p. 81-2,
2 RWS, 49.
5 Agric., xxiii, B 2.
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emphasised that he was concerned in giving a geographical
framework for Britain, and not a gazetteer; and it therefore
follows that all towns, even all the important towns, are not
necessarily mentioned. This observation must be borne in

mind in considering the degree to which hls records indicate
the development of town life in Brigantia. In this connection
it may be stated at once that the nature of his work affords
little valuable evidence. A consideration of those identified
sites which he includes in Brigantian territory makes it clear
that he was working from different sources of information.

Vinnovium (Binchester), Olicana (Ilkley), and Eboracum (York)

are well known as military sites where pre-Roman occupation
is unknown, in spite of excavation. Isurium (Aldborough)
was of course the civil capital of Brigantia in the Roman
period, but here’ again there is no evidence for a pre-Roman
foundation. On the other hand, as will be demonstrated

later, Camulodunum and Rigodunum must be regarded, from

internal philological evidence, as native strongholds;

while Caturactonium (Catterick) seems to have been unique

in this tribal area in that Roman military occupation was
established close by a pre-existing native settlement. It
is clear, therefore, that no more definite observation can
be made on the character of Ptolemy's 'towns' than that they

indicate some kind of occupation at each point about the early
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1 Ptolemy's arresting phrase may be

whole of this area.
literally true in that the Brigantes had a sea frontier on
the west in Lancashire, probably between the Mersey and the
Ribble, and on the east in Durham. But for Cumberland,
Westmorland, and Lancashire-north-of-the-Sands, archaeology
has important qualifications to make. Mr. R. G. Collingwood
has shown? that there is formidable evidence of a distinct
difference between the pre—-Roman culture of the north-west
and that of the couniry east and south of the dividing range
of the Nortnern Pennines, He distinguishes two streams of
gsetilers in this region in the first half of the second
millenium, of whom the Neolithic were much more numerous

than the Beaker folk. There is no evidence of any later
invasion before the Roman period, and the bronze implements
which appeared after c. 1000 B.C. were probaply acquired very
gradually by way of trade. Even in the Roman period it was
a district left very much to itself. Roman finds are few.
The Ordnance Survey Map of Roman Britain marks no civil
settlement of any kind in tnis area apart from Carlisle, a

town which obviously owed its importance to the Hadrianic

frontier. It would appear probaple that the area was

Though Hibner (P-W, s.v. Brigantes, col. 843-4) makes this
unjustified assumption,

2 gg?,dgxgiiigoib5-2?0- thMiSS %-fF. Chitty has expressed to me
T ubts concernin e Justifiabilit ] i
on the ground that cglling%ood failed tg giag?%g Zif“%hepartly
available evidence; but I do not tnink his mat i
can be challenged. 11 conclusions
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considered unimportant so long as it remained peaceful - and
all our evidence points to the view that the inhabitants were
insufficiently organized to give serious trouble, even had
they so desired. The absence of Roman civil sites is only
equalled by the lack of native hill-forts or other strongholds
of any consequence. For instance, an exhaustive survey of
Westmorland revealed nothing more formidable than the enclosure
of about one-sixth of an acre on Castle Crag, Mardale, and the
tiny eartaworth of Castlesteads in the parish of Natland.l
There are many hut-villages, but their defences are no more
formidable than would be required to resist tne ravages of
wolves, and an authoritative conclusion is that "the settle-
ments were doubtless occupied for the most part by pastoral
communities who also practised a sort of garden—a.griculture."2
There is, in fact, no plausible alternative to the view
that there was no connection of any significance between the
people who inhabited the north-west corner of England, and
the Brigantian civitas. In the whole area of Cumberland,
Westmorland, and northern Lancashire, "we have not a single
Hallstatt or La T®ne brooch or pot;sherd,"5 and of the few
remaining Early Iron Age articles which have been found,
"some came into the district after the Roman conquest, and

the remainder are 'strays' come in by trade or left by

1

RCHM, Westmorland, Introd., pp. Xxviii-xxxvi,

2 jbid., p.xxxiii.

3 oHE, 1, 188.
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travellers, and do not point to the existence of any local
culture to correspond. We must infer," concludes Colling-
wood, "that the Iron Age B civilization which took firm root
in the north-east and centred in the great Brigantian fort
of Stanwick, left our district altogether unaffected. If
a school of Romano-Celtic art arose, under Roman tuition, in
the metal-working shops at places like Brough-under-Stainmore
and Kirkby Thore, this was not the continuation of a pre-Roman
La T&ne art; it was the introduction of something new, some-
thing partly Roman and partly of the Celtic Iron Age, into a
district where that Iron Age had not yet penetrated.nl

Apart from the cultural differences which are so
apparent, it seems clear that there was in the north-west
no political organization comparable to that of the Brigantes
to the south-east; the population appears to have been split

up into small clans and septs. The possible reading ¢(ivitas)

Carvetiorum on a stone seen at Voreda (Plumpton Wall) and since

lost? may perhaps be an illustration of this separatism;

though it should be noted that §(ohors) Carvetiorum is equally

possible. Stevens, who believes that the north-wesgt and Wall

region were originally part of Brigantian territory,3 considers

that both Carlisle and Corbridge were, amongst others, created

civitates by the Romans in the third century, in order to

l ibid,
° o1L, 325.

3 a4, xi, 141.
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slack,1 Woodnook near Castleford,2 Longwood near Greetland,3
and Adel near Leeds,4 all in the West Riding of Yorkshire;
and at South Shields,5 Corbridge,6 Gastlesteads,7 and Birrensﬁ
all on or within reasonable reach of the line of the Wall, and
connected with the military frontier systenm. The army's
propensity for adopting native deities, who thus often came
to journey far beyond the bounds of their previous spheres
of influence, is well known. The adoption of the local
deity of the Gadeni and its worship in forts both north and
south of Hadriants Wall? is a case in point,. The whole of
the group must be disregarded in any consideration of the
problem of the Brigantian frontiers. The main principle
of Birley's forceful though hyperbolic remark about the
Birrens altar, in fact, applies to the whole group: "The
dedication to Brigantia from Birrens need prove that Birrens
was in Brigantian territory no more than the Carvoran
inscriptions to the Syrian goddess, that the Wall was in
Syria."lo Whatever may be the boundary to which other
conslderations point, the value of these dedications one
way or the other is precisely nil.

The distribution of the southern group, however, is

more interesting, because of the difference in the character

1-8
9

See Appendix D.

p. 116, n.1.

10 AAd, vii, 172.
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of the find-spots, The existence of a fort at Castleford
has yet to be proved, while at the other three sites the
non-military character of any occupation seems sufficiently
agsured. Richmond regards Longwood as a definite local
shrine, and most recent excavations favour a similar inter-
pretation for the site of the Greetland altar. Taken in
conjunction with the distribution of the three hoards of
pre-Roman Brigantian coinage - at Almondbury, Lightcliffe,
and Honley, all in the West Riding - and the evidence for
Brigantian lead-mines in the same area,l the conclusion is
irresistible that here was the true heart, commercial and
industrial, religious and political, of the Brigantian country.

Mr. Stevens declares that Ptolemy's information favours
the supposition that the Textoverdi were included in the

Brigantian civitas.2

Such a statement is misleading.
Even if Calatum were certainly identified with Lancaster
(which it is not), that would not affect this particular

problem; and Vinnovium (Binchester) may very well have

been a border station. Rather does Ptolemy - albeit
unconsciously - provide cogent reasons for a precisely
opposite view. The Textoverdi are not alone in their
failure to win recognition by Ptolemy; he mentions neitner

the Degeangli, whose existence apparently as a separate

1 p. %06,
2
A} xi, 141
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the names of several small tribes are concealed in the

names of prominent landmarks, but find no other expression.
guch indications, indeed, may well consort with Stevens'
idea of the Brigantian civitas ruling over several dependent
communities. If Camulodunum be regarded as the pre—Roman
Brigantian capital, for example, it is difficult to account
for the name Rigodunum, meaning 'King's town,' unless one
supposes that it was the capital of one of these sub-tribes;
and since it is definitely included in Ptolemy's list of

Brigantian oppida, there is here a strong prima facie case

for such an interpretation.1

As far as the north-west and the Wall region are
concerned, however, the available evidence does not justify
the assumption that the conffderacy extended far enough to
include those districts. The north-west must have had a
widely differing mode of life. It was a backwater into
which the succeeding waves of culture which came to Britain
hardly ever penetrated, and in which Neolithic characteristics
survived to a remarkable extent. On the east side of the
Pennines, too, the traces of Iron Age and Romano-British
culture such as we know to have Deeén associated with the
Brigantian nucleus in the West Riding become sparse indeed

as one proceeds further north. 2 This is the case in Durham,

p. 114.

2 gee Plate I.

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































