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PREFACE 

This dissertation i s i n the nature of prolegomena to 
the subject! rather than an attempt at a complete or f i n a l 
survey. In many respects i t s purpose i s to indicate l i n e s 
of development for future research. Such i s the range and 
inrportance of the many facets that i t would he impossihle 
to devote exhaustive attention to each i n one work. For 
instance* Isurium, the Roman cap i t a l of Brigantia* demands 
separate large-scale treatment as soon as f u l l reports on the 
most recent excavations are made available • The geographical 
extent of Brigantia> too9 has necessitated a selective rather 

than a comprehensive study of the important aspect of economic 
conditions generally; and a study of the native pottery i s 
reserved for a l a t e r s p e c i a l i s t examination which cannot f a i l 
to he of the f i r s t importance. 

I t i s hoped that the selection of r e a l l y typical areas 
and s i t e s w i l l c l a r i f y the prohlems under discussion by avoid­
ing over-congestion of material at t h i s early stage, ̂ i l e 
ensuring that the selective principle s h a l l not en t a i l the 
omission of other matter of f i r s t importance, or the distor t i o n 
of the f i n a l picture. Thus, while the description of t y p i c a l 
native settlements deliherately draws i t s i l l u s t r a t i o n s mainly 
from Swaledale and Wensleydale, reference i s repeatedly made 
to the outstanding p a r a l l e l featxires of other d i s t r i c t s which 
have also heen carefully studied. Again, while no more than 
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a b r i e f suoraary of the general m i l i t a r y occupation of Brigantia 
i s necessary as a background to the main subject, a f u l l 
consideration of the historyf position and significance of 
the f o r t at Bainbridge i s incorporated, as a p a r t i c u l a r l y 
suitable i l l u s t r a t i o n of Roman policy i n the Pennines as a 
whole, but covering an area which has already received special 
consideration from the enti r e l y different angle of the native 
occupation. The short sections on art, language and 
religionf included for the sake of completeness, are not 
intended to be more than b r i e f siimtnaries of the existing 
evidence. 

The Gazetteer, while aiming at providing a convenient 
source of reference to the finds of the period, i s by no means 
merely a collection of previous records- Wherever an 
opportunity for fieldwork offered, i t has been gladly seized; 
and i t i s therefore possible to incorporate the r e s u l t s of 
much first-hand information. This also applies p a r t i c u l a r l y 
to the appendix on miscellaneous earthworks - a f i e l d r i c h i n 
information, where i t i s hoped i n future to expand the invest­
igation so far undertaken. For the benefit of future students 
an accurate reference for each s i t e to the 1 inch 0. S. 
Maps i s given in these Appendices. 

While these various aspects a l l invite farther close 
attention, i t has been necessary f i r s t of a l l to give detailed 
consideration to the purely h i s t o r i c a l evidence available for 



the Brigantes. Itwis of fundamental importance that t h e i r 
true significance in the history of the Roman occupation of 
B r i t a i n should, as f a r as possible, be c l e a r l y established 
before any elaboration of the evidence f o r t h e i r s o c i a l and 
economic l i f e was to be attempted. I t was therefore essential 
that a completely unbiassed reconsideration of the evidence 
fiirnished by the ancient sources should be undertaken forthwith. 

In the pursuit of learning covering such a wide f i e l d , my 
obligations are many, and I cannot hope to mention by name 
a l l whose ready assistance has been accorded i n the course 
of the past three years. Certain particular acknowledgments 
are to be fOTind i n the text; more generally, I have received 
the utmost consideration and courtesy from the l i b r a r i a n s , 
maseum curators, land owners and tenants, and numerous other 
people with whom I have been brought into contact. I have 
been fortunate in being able to make use of much unpublished 
material of loc a l antiquaries and other scholars; needless 
to say, however, a l l photographs have been taken during the 
course of my own field-work. To three persons i n particular 
I owe a special debt. Miss A. M. H. Kitson Clark, with 
typical generosity, was ever ready to lay at my disposal her 
extensive knowledge of Roman Yorkshire, and i t i s largely 
through her assistance that these portions of the Gazetteer, 
while one cannot hope that they are complete, have achieved 
t h e i r present compass. I am also grateful for permission to 
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quote one or two extracts from her private correspondence on 
matters archaeological. I t i s impossihle adequately to 
express my appreciation of the guidance and advice which I 
have throughout received from Mr. B i r l e y ani Mr. Richmond. 
Only those who have had the privilege of working with them 
can f u l l y r e a l i s e the true value and constant encouragement 
afforded hy t h i s associat-ion. F i n a l l y , original research 
was rendered possihle hy the f i n a n c i a l assistance of the 
Council of the Durham Colleges ancL the North Riding Education 
Committee, through the award of a Fellowship and a Research 
Exhibition respectively. 



v i i . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Abbreviation 

Abercromhy, Hon.J. - Bronze Age Pottery (Oxford 19i2) 
Abraham, R. and Clark M. K. - Circtdar summarising 

the work at Bainhridge i n 1931 
Adel: Plan of the excavations at, hy YAS. RAC 

n. d. In YAS li h r a r y , 28 HNS) 

Aikin, J . - A description of the Country round 
Manchester (London, 1795) 

Al l c r o f t , A.H. - Earthwork of England (London, 
1908) 

Allen, J. R. - Celtic Art i n pagan and Christian 
Times (London, 190i|.) 

Allen, T. - History of Yorkshire (6 vols., 
London, 1828-32) 

Amnianus Marcellinus (Loebe C l a s s i c a l Library, 
ed. J . C. Rolfe 1935) 

Annals of Archaeology and Anthropology 
Antiquaries Journal 
Antiquary, The 
Antiquity 
Archaeologia 
Archaeologia Aeliana, ser. 1 -U 
Archaeologia Camhrensis 
Archaeological Institute Proceedings 
Archaeological Journal 
Archaeological Review (k vols. 1888-90) 

Atkinson, D. - The Roman fort at Rihchester 
(3rd. ed. Manchester, 1928) 

Manchester 

Yorks 

Amn. Mare. 

A. A. A. 
Ant.J. 

Arch. 
A.A. 

Arch. Camh 
P.A.I. 

Arch. J . 
Arch. Review 
Rihchester 



v i i i . 
Abbreviation 

Atkinson, D. - The Governors of Br i t a i n from 
Claudius to Diocletian (J.R.S., x i i 
503731 

Bainbridge: Leeds Riilosophical Society, 
Proceedings of the Literary and 
Histo r i c a l Section; Vol. I , Part v i , 
261-8̂ 4.: R. G* Collingwood, Excavations 
at Brought by-Bainbridget i n 1926 

do. Vol. I I , Bart i i , 77-85: J . P. 
Droop, Excavations at Brough-by-
Bainbridge i n 192^ 

do. Vol. I I , Bart i v , 23U-U5i Droop, 
Excavations at Brouf^-by-Bainbridge, 
Second Interim Report, 1929 

do. Vol. I l l Part i , 16-38: Droop, 
Excavations at Brough-by-Bainbridge 
in 1931, and Remarks on the Bainbridge 
Finds, 1928, 1929, and i W 

Baines, B. - History of Lancashire (London I835) 

do. do. (Ed. Harland and 
Hertford, 2 vols., 1868-70) 

do. 
1887-93) 

do. (Ed. Croston, 

Barwick-in-Elmet: Plan of Wendel H i l l and Hall 
Tower H i l l , by H. S. Chorley (n.d. In 
YAS l i b r a r y , 28 HN20) 

Bateman Collection of Antiquities i n the Sheffield 
Public Museum, Catalogue of the 
(London, IS99; 

Bede, Historia Eccles; i n Baedae Opera Historica 
(ed. C. Huirmer, 189^) 

Birley, B. B. - Excavations at Birrens, 1956-7 
(PSAS., I x x l i , 27i-3k1) 

Bayemlsche Vorgeschichtsfreund, Der. 
do. - A Note on the date of the Vallum 

(AA4, x i , 146 f ; 

Report 1. 

Report 2 

Report 3 

Report k 

Lanes,(1835) 

do. (H) 
do. (C) 

Bateman 
Collection 

Hist. Ecc. 



i x . 
Ahhreviation 

Blackpool Herald 
Bloch, M. - Lefl Caract^res originaux de l * h i s t o i r e 

rurale francaise (London, 1931) 
Blome, R. - Britannia; or a Geographical Description Britannia 

of the Kingdoms of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, etc. (London, 1673) 

do. - Yorkshire (with maps; reprinted from the 
Britannia) (London, 1673) 

Bogg, B. - The Wild Borderland of Richmondshire Richmondshire 
(London, Leeds, Darlington and Hawes, 
1909) 

Bowman, W. - Reliquiae Antiouae Eboracenses Rello. Ant. 
(Leeds, 1855) Ebor. 

Boyd, W. and Shuffreys, W.A. - Littondale, past 
and present (Leeds, 1593) 

Bulletins of the Roman Antiquities Committee, B.R.A.C. 
Yorkshire Archaeological Society f t v p e a n r i p t ) 

Bradford Antiquary Bradford Ant. 
Brierley, J . - Prehistoric Saddleworth (Oldham, 

1910) 
B r i t i s h Archaeological Association Journal B.A.A.J 
B r i t i s h Museum, Guide to the Antiquities of the B.M.G.B.A. 

Bronze Age (Oxford, 1920) 
B r i t i s h Museum, Guide to the Antiquities of the B.M.G.E.I.A. 

Early Iron Age (Oxford, 1925) 
B r i t i s h Museum, Guide to the Antiquities of B.M.G.R.B. 

Roman B r i t a i n (Oxford, 1922) 
Britton, J . and Brayley, E.W. - The Beauties of 

England and Wales, vol. ix, 
Lancashircf Leicestershire, Lincolnshire 
(London 1807) vol.xv, Westmorland"" 
(London, 1814) 

Brooke* G. C. - The Phlllppus i n the West and the 
Belgic invasions of B r i t a i n ( I j j 5, vt i fftR^^ xft) 



AblDreviation 

BroTO, Q. H. - Victoria Gave (Settle, 1925) 

Bruce, J . C. - The Roman Wall (3rd ed. LoiKlan , l867) 

do* - HaadlDook to the Boman Wall (Loiidon 
3rd ed. 1885) 

Brutoa, F. A. - ExcaTations at the Roman Forts at 
Castleahaw (Manehester, 1911) 

do. - The Roman for t at Manchester 
Manchester, 1909; ^ 

do. (ed) - Excavations at Melandta C^astle, 
Glossop. (Manchester. 19QQ1 

Burton, T. - The History and Antiquities of 
HeminiBfhrouflfc (ed. Raine. York. 1888) 

Wall 

Castleshaw 

Manchester 

Melandra 

Ifemingbrongh 

Cambridge Ancient HistoiTT 
Camden, W. - Britannia (5th ed., London, 160O) 

do. - do^ (6th ed. London, I607 f i r s t 
f o l i o ) 

C.A.H. 

do. do. (ed. Gihson, London, 1695) 

do. - do. (ed. Gough, k vols., London, 
(a) 1786, (h) 1806) 

(I8O6 ed. used except n^ere otherwise stated) 
(Tarr, J . - Annals and Stories of Colne and Heighhour-

hood (Manchester, 1678) 
Cassius Dio - Roman History (9 vols. ed. Cary, 

London, 1917; Loebe Class* Lib.) 
Ghilde> U. (J. - The Danube in Prehistory (Oxford, 

1930) 

do. - Excavations a t Castlelaw, Midlothian, 
and the small f o r t s of North B r i t a i n 

. J . , x i l i 1->12) 

Gibson*s 
Camden"" 
Gough's 
Camden 

Colne 



x i . 

Clark, M.K* - A Gazetteer of Romn remains i n 
East Yorkshire (Roman Malton and d i s t r i c t 
Report No. 5 Leeds, 1935) 

do. - Where were the Brigantes? ( Y A J , 
xxxiv, 80-7) 

do. - Soine invasions of Yorkshire ( Y A J , 
xxxi. 5^6-30) 

Clarke, J . - The Roman Fort at Cadder (Glasgow, 
19331 

Codrington, T. - Roman Roads i n B r i t a i n (London, 
1928) 

Cohen, H. - Monnaier Frap-pees soris l^Empire 
Romain, eommunement aiapellees Me(iailles 
Imperiales (2nd ed., Paris and London, 
1880-92) 

Collingwood, H.G* - The Archaeology of Roman 
Br i t a i n (London, 1930) 

do. - Roman B r i t a i n (Oxford, 1932) 
do. - Bri t a i n , i n An Economic Survey of 

Rome I I I (ed. Tenney Frank, Baltimore, 
1937) 

do. - An introduction to the prehistory of 
CumWrland, Westmorland and liancasnire 
north of the Sands (CW^, x x x i i i 165-200) 

0 
do. - Romanfit - Cel t i c Art i n NorthuaTaria 

(Arch., 1XXX 57-58) 
do. (with Myres, J.N.L.) - Roman B r i t a i n 

and the English Settlements (Oxford 
History of England, vol. I 2nd ed. 
Oxford, 1937) 

Collingwood, W. 0. - Horthumhrian Crosses of the 
Pre-Norman Age -9:rLondon, 1927) 

Collyer, R., and Turner, J.H. - I l k l e y ; Ancient 
and Modern (Otley and Leeds, 1885) 

Ahhreviation 
£. Yorks 

Cadder 

Cohen 

Econ* Survey 

0-H.E,i 

I l k l e y 



x i i . 

AblDreviation 
Colman, P. S. - History of Barwick i n Elmet 

(Leeds, 1908 
Congress of Archaeological Societies and the Earth-

works Committee, Annual Reports"o? 
Corder, P. - rst r i a n a (reprinted from 

Discovery, Dec. 1937) 
Crambeck do. - The Roman pottery at Crambeck 

Castle Howard (Roman Malton and 
d i s t r i c t , Report No.1, York, 1928) 

do. - The Defences of the Roman fort Malton 
at Malton (Roman Malton and d i s t r i c t , 
Report no.2, 1930) 

do. - The Roman pottery at Throlam, 
Holme-on-Spalding Moor, East Yorkshire 
(Roman Malton and d i s t r i c t . Report Ko.3; 
Hull, 1930) 

do. and J. L. Kirk - A Roman V i l l a at Langton near Langton 
Malton East Yorkshire (Roman Malton and 

d i s t r i c t . Report Ho.4; Oxford, 1932) 
do. and T. Romans - Excavations at the Roman 

Port at Brough-on-Humher Reports 1-4, 
Hull, 193U-7 

do. and M. I . Bir l e y - A pair of Pourth 
Century Roman-British pottery k i l n s 
near Cramheck (Ant. J . x v i i 392-U15) 

Corpus ttjeriptionum Latinarum, vol.VII ed.E.Hubner 
(Berlin, 1873} 

Cowen, J . D. - Two Bronze Swords ft*om Ewart Bark, 
Wooler (AA4, x.i85-^8) 

Crahtree, John - A concise history of the parish 
and vicarage of Halifax (Halifax, 18^6) 

Craven Herald 
Crawford, 0. G. S. - Castle Dykes ( B r i t i s h Assoc­

iation Excursion Handbook, Leeds, 1927) 

Brough ̂ -h 

Cramheck 
Types 

O I L 

Halifax 



x i i i . 
Abhreviation 

Crawford, 0. G. S. - Man and his Past (Oxford 1921) 
do. - Arthur and his "battles (Antiquity, 

i x 277=̂ 911 ^ 
Crowther, H. - General Guide to the Musem of the 

Leeds Philoso-phical and Li t e r a r y Society 
(Leeds, 1897) 

Cumt)erland & Westmorland Antiquarian & Archaeological 
Socle-Ey Transactions, series 2 

Cunnington, R, H. - Military Engineering i n the E a r l y 
Iron Age (B.A.A.J.. a,s. x l . 206-22) 

Curie, J . - A Roman frontier-post and i t s -people: 
the Roman fort at Newstead. near Melrose 
(Glasgow, 1911) 

Curwen, E.C. - Prehistoric Agriculture i n B r i t a i n 
(Antiquity, 1. 261-S9T 

do. - Ancient Cultivations at Grassington. 
Yorkshire (Antiquity, l i . 1 6 g ^ ^ 

c.w, 

News te ad 

Darlington & Stockton Times 
Davies, 0. - Roman Mines in Europe (Oxford, 1935) 

Dawklns, S i r W. Boyd - Cave Hunting (London, 1874) 
Denham Tracts (ed. Hardy; London, Vol. I 1892; 

Vol. I I , 1895) 
Derbyshire. V i c t o r i a County History of. Vol. I 

Dessau, H. - Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae 
(3 vols; Berlin, 1892-1916) 

Dexter, T. P. G. - The Pagan Origin of P a i r s 
(New Knowledge Press, Cornwall; n.d.) 

Diodorus Siculus (ed. Fischer; Teubner, 1905) 
Dottin, G. - La Langue Gauloise (Paris, 1918) 
Drake, F. - Eboracum etc (London, 1736) 

V.C.H. 
Derbyshire 
I.L.8. 



xiv. 
Ahhreviation 

Dnrham A Horthnmherland Antiqmrian & Archaeological 
Society, Transactions 

P-arham, V i c t o r i a Coimty History of. Vols I - I I I V.C.H.D. 
(London, 1^05-28) 

East Riding Antiquarian Society Transactions E.R.A.S.T. 
Edwards, W. - Early History of the North Riding 

(London, 1924) 
Ekwall, E, - English River Names (Oxford, 1928) 

do. - Place Names of Lancashire (Manchester, P.N.L. 
192?) 

do. (ed.) - Oxford Dictionary of English O.D.E.P.N. 
Place Names (Oxford, 1936) 

Elgee, P. - Early Man i n North Bast Yorkshire Early Man 
(Gloucester, 1930) 

do, - The Romans i n Cleveland (Middleshrooigh, 
-,923) 

do. P. and H. W. - The Archaeology of Yorkshire Arch.Yorks 
(London, 1933) 

English H i s t o r i c a l Review E.H.R. 
EphemeMts Epigraphlca E.E. 

i i i , i v (ed. Htibner); v i i , i x (ed.Haverfield) 
Evans, E. - The Svord-hearers (Antiquity, iv 157-72) 

do. - The "bronze spear-head in Great B r i t a i n 
& Ireland (Archaeologia. I x x x l l l 187-202^ 

Evans, S i r John - The Ancient Bronze Implements. A.B.I. 
Weapons, and Ornaments of Great B r i t a i n 
& Ireland (London, 1881) 

do. - The Coins of the Ancient Britons A. B. C. 
(London, 18^4) 

Fallow, T, M. (ed.) - Memorials of Old Yorkshire 
(London, 1909) ( c . I . P r ehistoric l^orkshlre. 
hy George Clinch; c . l l , Roman y o r k s h l r e ~ 
by J.N.Dickons) ~ 



X V . 

Financial News 
Fishwick, H. - History of Garstang 

(2 vols., Manchester, I878-9) 

do. - Histoi^sr of the Pariah of Kirkham 
(Manchester, 1874) 

do. - History of Poulton-le-Fylde 
( Manchester, 1880 T"̂  

do. - History of Rochdale 
(Rochdale and London, 1889) 

Forrest, J . and Grainger ¥. - Two pamphlets, 
(a} Rambles on Rombalds Moor 
(b) Addingham (Counterhill) (1868) 

Fox, S i r C y r i l - The Archaeology of the Cambridge 
Region (Cambridge, 1923) 

do. - The Personality of B r i t a i n 
(Cardiff, 193^) 

Fronto, M. Cornelius - Correspondenoe 
(ed. C.R.Haines, 2 vols., 1920, 
Loebe C l a s s i c a l Library) 

Abbreviation 

GarstanfC 

Kirkham 

Poulton-le-
Fylde 
Rochdale 

Gale, T. and R. - Antonini lyfter Britanniarum 
(London, 1709) 

do. R. and S. - Reliquiae Galeanae 
(London, 17*55} 

do. R. - An Essay towards the Recovery of 
the Courses of the Four Great Roman Ways 
(In Heame's Leland. VI 108-40) 

Gentleman's Magazine 
Gentleman's Magazine Library of Roman Remains 

(2 vols., London, 1887) 
Gentleman*a Magazine Library: Archaeology 

(2 vols., ed. G. L. Gomme, London, 1886) 
G i l l , T. - V a l l i s Eboracentis (2 vols., 1852) 

G.M. 
G.M.L.R.R. 

G.M_.L.A. 



xvi. 

Gillam, J . P. - A Resurvey of Roman Derbyshire 
(MSS thesis i n the Archaeological 
Seminar, Hatfield College, Durham) 

Gough, J . ¥. - The Mines of Mendlp (Oxford, 1930) 

Gough, R. - B r i t i s h Topography (2 vols., London,1780) 

Greenwell, W. - B r i t i s h Barrows (Oxford, 1877) 

Guest, J . - Historic Notices of Rotheyhflm 
( f o l i o , Worksop, 1879) ' 

Abbreviation 
Derbyshire 

Rotherham 

Halifax Antiquarian Society Transactions 
Halifax Guardian 
Hardwick, C. - History of Preston 

(Preston, 1857} 

Hargrove, E. - The history of the castle, town and 
forest of Knareaborough 

(Knaresborough, 1798) 

Harrison, W. - An Archaeological Survey of 
Lancashire (London, 1896) 

Haverfield, P. - MS Index of Roman s i t e s i n 
Yorkshire, i n the Haverfield Library. _ 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 

do. - The Romanisation of Roman B r i t a i n 
(4th ed. Macdonald, Oxford, 1923) 

do. - The Corbridge inscription to Brigantia 
(AAJ, v i i . 176-7) 

do. and Maedonald, G. - The Roman Occupation 
of B r i t a i n (Oxford, 1924) 

Hawkes, C. P. C. - Hlll-Ports, (Antiquity. V. 60-97) 

Hawkes, C. P. C., Myres, J . N. L., and Stevens, C.G.-
St. Catharine*s H i l l . Winchester 
tProceedings of the Hampshire P i e l d 
Club and Archaeological Society, Vol.XI 
1930) 

Preston 

Knaresborough 

Survey 

Haverfield 
M^ 



x v i l . 
Abbreviation 

Henderson, ¥• - Folk Lore of the Northern Counties 
(London, 1679} 

Herodlan, Ab exeessu d i t l Marci (ed* Mendelssohn, 1883) 
Heslington, J. - Roman camTss i n the neighhonrhood 

of RlTJOn (Ripon, 1867) 

H i l l , G, p. - Cartimandua (NC3, x v i i 293-301) 
Hodgson, J. - History of Northtonberland 

(6 vols., Newcastle, 1658-85) 
Holder, A. - Alt-Oeltischer Sprachochatz 

(Leipzig, Vol. I 169b; Vol.11 1904) 
Home, G. - Roman York (London, 1924) 
Horsley, J. - Britannia Romana (London, 1732) 

with MS notes "by T. D. Whitaker 
Hulbert, C. A. - Annals of Almondbury (London, 1882) 

Northtoflberland 

Htinter, J. - Hallamshire; The history and toco­
graphy of the parish of Sheffield, etc. 
CLondon, 1819) 

^0. - South Yorkshire: The history and 
to-pography of the deanery of Doncaster 
^London; Vol.1 1628; Vol.11, 1831) 

Htuatingford, G. ¥. B. - Ancient Agricnltnre 
(Antiquity, v i , 327-37) 

Hnrst, A. - Catalof^e of the Boynton Oollection 
of Yorkshire pottery (York. 1922) 

Hutchinson, V. - View of Northumberland 
(Newcastle, 1778) 

BR 

Hallamshire 

S.Yorks 

I^Anson, W. M. - Castles of the North Ridipg 
(YAJ, x x i i . 303-99) 

Ingledew, C. J. B. - The History and Antiquities 
of North Allerton (London, 1858) " 

Itinerarium Antonini (ed.Otto Ctmtz, Leipzig 1929) Ant. I t i n . 



xrlll 

InvenaliB, Jianil - Saturae XIV 
(ed. J. D. Dnff, Cam-briage, 1929) 

A l 3 l ) r e T i a t i o n 

Jackson, J« ¥• - Gontributlons to the Archaeology 
of the Manchester region (North West 
Naturalists Jtine> 1936) 

do. 

do* 

do* 

- Preliminary report on the explor-
ation"of "Dog Holes^' Cave* Warton Crag 
near Carnforth. Lancashire (LCAS, x x v i l 

- Further report on the explorations 
at Dog Holes, Warton Crag* Lanes., 
with remarks on the contents of two 
adjacent caves (LCAS, x x v i i i 59-81) 

- Third report on the explorations 
at Dog Holes, Warton Crag* Lanes. 
(LCASV XXX 99-130) 

James, John - The history and topography of 
Bradford (London and Bradford* 1841) 

Johnston, H. M. - Roman Lancashire (MSS nn-
published thesis i n the Archaeological Seminar, Hatfield College, Durham 

Jones, H* S. - Companion to Roman history (Oxford, 1912) 
Journal of Hellenic Studies 
Journal of Roman Studies 

Bradford 

JRS 

Kendrick, T* D. - The Druids (London, 192?) 
do. and Hawkes, C. P. C. - Archaeology i n 

England and Wales, 1912̂ -31 (London 1Q32) 
Kent B.W.J, and Clark M.K. - A Roman settlement 

at Wetherhy (YAJ xxxi, 170-84) 
King, E. - Munlmenta Antioua (4 vols. London 

1799-1806) 



xix. 
Ahhreviation 

Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society 
Transactions 

Lancashire and Cheshire Historical Society 
Transactions 

Lancashire and Cheshire Historical and Genealogical 
Notes 

Lancashire, Victoria Coxrnty History of (London, 
Vol. I , 1906; Vol. I I , 1908) 

Leeds, E. T. - Celtic Ornament i n the B r i t i s h 
Isles"down to A.D.700 (Oxford* 1933) 

Leeds Mercury 
Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society* 

Proceedings 
do. - Proceedings of the Literary and Historical Section 

Leigh, C. - Natxxral History of Lancashire* etc. 
(Oxford, 1700) 

Leland, J. - Antiquarii de rehus Britannicis 
Collectanea (6 vols. ed. T. Hearne; 
Oxford, 1715) 

do. - Itinerary (2nd ed. (Hearne) 9 vols. 
Oxford, 1744; 5th ed. (L. T. Smith) 
5 vols. London, 1906-10) 

Lewis, S. - Topographical Dictionary of England 
(5th ed* 4 vols. 1845) 

Lofthouse Hall Camp, near Wakefield: Sketch plan 
and notes, hy A. Raistrick 1931 ( I n YA3 
lih r a r y , 28 HN 50) 

London. Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of 
do. - Society of Antiquaries Minute Book 
do. - Society of Antiquaries* Catalogue of 

Antiquities i n the possession o? ' 
(London, 1847) 

LCAS 

LCHS 

VCH Lanes. 

Celtic 
Ornament 

Lanca 

Hearne* s 
Leland 
Smithes 
LelanS 

Topog.Bict, 

PSA 



XX. 

Abbreviation 
Longataffe, W. H. - Rlchmondshire (London and 

Richmond, 1852) 
Lonsdale Magazine (ed. Briggs) 
Lucas, J. - Studies i n Nidderdale (London, 1882) 

Macdonald, Sir George - The Roman Wall i n 
Scotland (2nd ed. Oxford, 1934) 

do. - Agricola i n Britain (London, 1932) 

do. - Roman Britain 1914-28 ( B r i t i s h 
Acedemy Supplemental Papers, no. VI 
London, 1931) 

do. - Rome i n the Middle East (Antiquity, 
v i i i 373-60) 

Maclauchlan, H. - Memoir written during a survey 
of the Watling Street from the Tees 
To"the Scottish Border (London, 1852) 

do, - The Roman roads, camps, and other 
earthworks, between the Tees and the 
Swale, etc. (Arch. J.. 5 

Magna Britannia Antique et Nova (6 vols. London, 
1720-3-1) 

Manchester Guardian 
Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society 

Transactions 
Mattingley, H., and Sydenham, E. A. - The Roman 

Imperial Coinage ( v o l s . i - v; Spink, 
1923-38) 

Mawer, A. - The Place Names of Northumberland 
and Durham (Cambridge, 1920) 

May, T. - The Roman f o r t s at Elslack ( i n YAJ 
x x i , 113-67) 

do. - The Roman f o r t s of Templebrough 
near Rotherham (Rotherham, 1922) 

Nidderdale 

R¥S 

Memoir 

MBAN 

M & S 

Elslack 

Templebrough 



xxi. 
Abbreviation 

May, T. - Warrington* s Ro^an remains 
Harrington, 1904) 

Mayhall, J. - The Annals of York. Leeds. Bradford, 
etc. (Leeds, 1860) 

M i l l e r , E. - The History and Antiquities of Doncaster 
and"T.ts V i c i n i t y (Doncaster, n.d. ; accompany­
ing map dated 1804) 

Doncaster 

Mi l l e r , S. N. - Note on an inscription from Birrens 
(Dumfriesshire) (JRS, x x v i i 208-9) 

do. - The Roman f o r t at Balmuildy 
(Glasgow, 1922) 

Monumenta Historica Britannica (ed. Petrie and 
Sharps, I848) 

Morehouse, H. J. - History and Topography of 
Kirkburton (Huddersfield7 1861) 

M o r k i l l , J. W. - The parish of Kirkby Malhamdale 
i n the Vest Riding of Yorkshire 
(Gloucester, 1933) 

Mortimer, J. R. - Forty years' researches i n the burial mounds of East Yorkshire (London, 1905) ~ 

Balmuildy 

Kirkburton 

Kirkby 
MfiJbamdale 

Forty years 

Naturalist, The 
Nennius - Historia Brittonum (ed. Mommsen: 

Mon. Hist. G-erm.. chronica minora, 
vol. i l i , 1896) 

Newbigging, T. - History of Rossendale 
(Bacup, 1868) 

Newcomen Society Transactions 
Newton, Charles - Map of B r i t i s h and Roman 

Yorkshire M84fe) 
North Western Naturalist, The 
Notes and Queries 

Rossendale 

Newton* s Map 



x x i i . 

N o t i t i a Digivltatum (ed. Otto Seeck; Berlin, I876) 
Numismatic Chronicle - series 1-5 
N\3mismatic Journal 

Ahhreviation 
Not. Dig. 
NC 1-5 

Ohergerm - Ratische Limes 
Ordnance Survey Map of Roman Br i t a i n (2nd ed. ,1928) 
O'Neil, B. H. St.J. - Excavations at Breiddin H i l l 

Camp, Montgomeryshire* 1933-5 (Arch.Camb. 
(1937) 88-98) 

do. Excavations at Titterstone Clee Camp* 
Shropshire (Ant. J., xiv. 15-39) 

Orwin, C. 5. and C. S. - The Open Fields (Oxford, 1938) 
Palatine Note Book (Manchester, 1881-4) 
Parkinson, Rev. T, - Yorkshire Legends and 

Traditions (London, 1888) 
Parsons, E. - History of Leeds (2 vols., Leeds, 

18341 
Pauly - Wissowa - Realencyclopaedie 

(Stuttgart, 1893- ) 
Pausanias -Description of Greece (ed. Jones & 

Qpierod, London, 1926) (Loehe Class.Lih) 
Peake, H. J. - The Bronze Age and the Celtic 

World (London* 1922) 
Pearson, P. R. - Roman Yorkshire (London, I936) 

Pedley, R. - The Roman Fort at Brough-hy-Bainhridge. 
i n Wensleydale (MS thesis i n ArGhaeQlQgr?ftfli 
seminar, Hatfield College, Durham) 

Pelham, Sir H. - Essays i n Roman History (Oxford, 
1911) 

Petch, J. A. - Early Man i n the Huddersf i e l d 
d i s t r i c t (Huddersfield, T924 ') 

ORL 
OSRB 

Leeds 

Bainhridge 
MSS 

Early Man 



x x i i i . 
Ahhreviation 

Yorks. 

1-2 

Nat. Hist. 

P h i l l i p s , J. - The Rivers, Mountains and Sea-coast 
of Yorkshire (London, 1855) 

Philosophical Society, Transactions of the Royal 
(old and new editions) 

Pliny the elder: - Natural history (6 vols., ed. 
Bostock & Riley; Bohn, 1855-7) 

Pontefract, Ella - Swaledale (London, 1934) 

do. - Wensleydale (London, 1936) 

do. and Marie Hartley - Wharfedale (London, 1938) 

Prosopographia Imperii Romani (2nd ed) (Berlin, 1897) 

Pryce, T. Davies, and Birley, Eric - The Fate of 
Agricola^s Northern Ccnoues'ts (JRS*xxviii 
-141 -52) 

Pryme: Diary of Ahraham de la Pryme* the Pryme^s 
Yorkshire Antiquary CSurtees Society Diary 
Puhlications, LIV) 

Ptolemy, geographia (ed. M<iller, Vol I Paris, 1883) Geog. 

Raine, Rev. J. - History of Auckland Castle 
(Durham, 1852) 

Raistrick, A. - The Bronze Age asttlement of the 
north of England (AA4, v i i i 149-65) 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

- Prehistoric Cultivations at 
Grassington. ¥est Yorkshire (YAJ x x x i i i 
ie)b.74) 

- The Bronze Age i n West Yorkshire - The Bronze Ag 
(YAJ, xxix 354-65) 

- Roman remain^ and roads i n West 
Yorkshire (YAJ.xxxi 214-23) 

- Notes on lead mining and smelting 
i n West Yorkshire (Newcomen Soc. Trans, 
v i i 81-96) " 

- Iron-Age settlements i n West Yorkshire (VAJ. xxxlv 11 ̂ -'̂ 6̂  



xxiv. 
Abbreviation 

Raistrick, A. and Chapflian, S. B. - The Lynchet 
Groups of Upper Iffharfedale, Yorkshire 
^Anti<iuity. i l l 165-"5T1 

Rauthmell, R. - Antiguitates Bremetpnacenses 
(1st ed. 1746; 2nd ed. 1824) 

Ravennas Cosmographia (ed. Pinder & Parthey Berlin, 1860) 
Reliquary and I l l u s t r a t e d Archaeologist, The 
Richmond, I . A. , - Huddersfield i n Roman Times 

(Hudderafleld, 1925) 
do. - Roman Leaden Sealings from Brough" 

under-Stainmore (CV^/ xxxvi 104-25) 
cl-o* - A fourth-century disturbance i n 

the Pennines (YAJ, xx7il 211-8) 
Riley, W. - The Settle D i s t r i c t 1923) 
Ripon Manual (Yorks. Arch, and Topog. Assoc. 

pub.; Ripon, 1874) 
Ross, f. - Legendary Yorkshire (Htzll and London, 

1^921 
Rostovtzeff, M. - Social and Economic History 

of the Roman Empire (Oxford. 19261 
Roth, B. - A large hoard of gold and silver 

Ancient B r i t i s h coins of the Brigantes. 
foxmd at South Feniby. Lincolnshire^ 
i n 1906 (NC4, v i i i 17-55) 

do. - A unique Ancient B r i t i s h gold 
stater of the Brigantes (? A pattern) 
(NC4, i x 7-9) ^ 

Roth, H. L. - The Yorkshire Coiners, and Old and 
Prehistoric Halifax (Halifax. 1906) 

Roy, ¥. - M i l i t a r y Antiquities of the Romans i n 
Brita i n (London. 1793) ~ 

Rylands, T. G. - The Geopcraphy of Ptolemy Elucidatftfl 
(DtCbl i n , 1893) 

Antig.Brem 

Ravennas 

Huddersfield 

Social and 
Econ. Hist. 



XXV. 
Abbreviation 

Scarth, H. M. - Roman Br i t a i n (n.d.) 
Scotland, Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of 
Scriptores Historiae Augustae (ed. David Magie, 

Loehe Classlcial Lihrary, 1930) 

Seneca, Lucius Annaeus - Apocolocyntosis (ed. Rouse, 
Loehe Class. Lih. 1913) 

Sheffield and Rotherham Independent 
Shipley Times 
Silius I t a l i c u s - Punica (ed. J. D. Duff, Loehe Class. 

1:1^1934) 

Simpson, H. T. - Archaeologia Adelensis (London, 1879) 

Smith, A. H. - Place Names of the North Riding of 
Yorkshire (Cambridge. 1928) 

Smith C. R. - Collectanea Antigua (7 vols. I 8 4 8 - 8 O ) 

Smith H. E. - Archaeology In the Mersey d i s t r i c t . 
I 8 6 7 (Liverpool, 1868; reprinted from LCHS) 

Smith, W. - The History and Antiquities of Morley (London, I 8 7 0 ) 

Speight, H. - One hundred and eighty pleasant walks 
round Bradford, etc. (Bradford. 18^0) 

do. 

do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 

• Nidderdale and the garden of the Nidd. 
etc. (London, 1894) 

PSAS 

PNNEY 

Morley 

Bradford 

Nidderdale 

- Romstntic Richmondshire (London, 1897) Richmondshire 
Tadcaster - Two thousand years of Tadcaster 

history, etc. (London, 1902) 
- Upper Nidderdale. from Nun Monkton 

to Whernside (London. 1906) 
- Upper Wharfedale (London, 1900) 

Steer, K. A. - The Archaeology of Roman Durham 
(Ph.D. thesis i n Durham University Library) 

Upper 
Nidderdale 
Upper 
Wharfedale 
RD 



xxvi. 
Abbreviation 

Stevens, 0. E. - Gildas and the Oivitates of 
BritainTEHR. 111. 193-203) 

do. - A Roman inscription from Beltlngham 
(AA4,"1S 138-45) 

Strabo • ̂Geofira£h2 
1917) (Loeb 

(8 vols. ed. Jones, London 
e Class. Lib) 

Stukeley, ¥, - Diaries and Letters i , i l , l i l (Surtees 
Society Publications, vols. 73 (1880) 

do. - Itinerarium Curiosum (2nd ed. London, 17"/6) 
Sumner, H. - Excavations i n New Forest Roman Pottery 

Sites (Chiswick Press, 1927) 
Sutherland, C. H. V. - Oolnage and Currency i n 

Roman Br i t a i n (Oxford. 1937) 
Sykes, J. - Huddersfield and i t s v i c i n i t y 

(Huddersfield, 1898) 
Tacltaeum, Lexicon (ed. A. Gerber and A. Greef; 

Leipzig, 1903) 
Tacitus, P. Cornelius - De Vita Agricolae (ed. 

Purneaux and Anderson, Oxford, 1922) 
do. - Historiarum Ll b r t (Oxford text) 
do. - Annallum L l b r K (Oxford text) 

Thoresby, R. - Biographia Britannioa (2nd ed.1778) 
do. - Diary (ed. Hunter, 2 vols., London, 1830) 
do, - Ducat\3B Leodiensis (2nd ed. 

Whitaker, Leeds and Wakefield, 1816) 
Thoresby Society Publications 
Turner, J. H. - Ancient Blngley (Blngley, 1897) 

do. - History of Brighouse and Rastrick (B ingley, 1^93) 

Stukeley 
Corr. 

CCRB 

Huddersfield 

Agric. 

Hists. 
Annals. 

Biog. B r i t 

Ducatus 

Blngley 
Brighouse 



x x v i i . 
Abbreviation 

Varley, W. J. - Further excavations at Maiden 
CastleT^ickertoic, 1935 (AAA, x x i i i 101-12) 

V i l l y , P. - A Roman road North-west from Overborough 
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1, 

I . IKTRODUOTlOil 

MY obUBideration of the early history of the Northern 
pennines must necessarily s t a r t with an estimate of the 
Brigantes, who form the suhjeot of t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n . I t 
i s t h i s people which supplies the l i n k between the obscurity 
of prehistory and the dawn of the h i s t o r i c a l era i n the north 
of B r i t a i n as introduced by the Roman occupation. Though an 
Importajit factor i n the early history of B r i t a i n , i t has 
received but casual and scanty attention from the modem 
hi s t o r i a n . Generalisations of widely varying degrees of 
accuracy on the subject of the character, power and extent 
of the Brigantes occur frequently enough, from Horsley^ to 
the present day, both i n obscure local periodicals and i n 
h i s t o r i e s of some standing. A l l too often, misconceptions 
hallowed by mere r e p e t i t i o n have been allowed to exercise a 
serious perversive influence upon the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
fundamental problems associated with the early history of 
t h i s island* 

At a time when the progress of s c i e n t i f i c archaeology 
i s s w i f t e r , i t s basic principles more coherent and more 
generally understood and applied than ever before, there i s 
some danger l e s t , i n the enthusiasm f o r t h i s form of s c i e n t i f i c 
deduction, the value of the more specific testimony of 

^ B% 365. 



2. 

l i t e r a t u r e and h i s t o r i c a l documents be disregarded. 
Archaeology i s an invaluable instrument f o r the task of 
confirming, enlarging and i l l u s t r a t i n g the story outlined 
by history. ifhere h i s t o r i c a l sources are e n t i r e l y absent, 
i t must perforce enter the f i e l d alone; but, lacking a 
framework upon which to b u i l d , any h i s t o r i c a l conclusions 
i t furnishes are general and tentative i n the extreme. 
Where documentary material i s available, however b r i e f and 
bare of d e t a i l , i t must be adopted as the foundation upon 
which other forms of evidence may be b u i l t . Only thus can 
the f i n a l e d i f i c e be assured of s t a b i l i t y and freedom from 
the possible necessity of drastic reconstruction. 

The ancient sources f o r the history of the Brigantes are 
admittedly sparse. Frequently they consist of casual r e f e r ­
ences by a w r i t e r c h i e f l y concerned with an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t 
topic. Nevertheless, together they indicate that t h i s people 
played an important role i n the history of the Roman occupation 
of B r i t a i n . With the present tendency towards the presentation 
of t h i s period i n a h i s t o r i c a l rather than (as was x m t i l recent 
years the case) an archaeological setting, i t i s high time that 
these ancient sources were independently examined. The 
results of such an examination may provide an o r i g i n a l basis 
of evidence as to the true nature and importance of the 
Brigantes. 



3. 

I I , HISTORICAL 

( i ) GEHERAL OUTLINE. 

THE f l e e t i n g v i s i t s of Julius Caesar i n 55 and 54 B.C. 
appear, as Tacitus remarked,^ merely to have drawn the 
at t e n t i o n of his successors to B r i t a i n rather than to have 
bequeathed i t to them. Moreover, while the subsequent 
development of the Roman policy of economic penetration 
prepared the way i n the south f o r a more active form of 
invasion, i t s effects upon the more inaccessible regions 
of the north must have been inconsiderable, though copies 
of Gaulish coinage eventually reached the southern regions 
of Brigantia via the eastern counties. With the Olaudian 
invasion of A.D.43 ̂  accomplished f a c t , however, a s i t u a t i o n 
was created which no inhabitant of the island, however remote, 
could aff o r d to ignore. 

The immediate excuse for intervention was t y p i c a l of the 
policy Home was to adopt throughout the period of conquest. 
The quarrel over the succession t o the throne of the 
Oatuvellauni, and the resultant appeal to Claudius, followed 
by Roman m i l i t a r y intervention, i n i t i a t e d a policy aiming at 
the f o s t e r i n g of dis i n t e g r a t i o n , not only of alliances of 
independent t r i b e s , but of the unity of each powerful state.^ 

^ Agric. x i i i , S 2. 
2 i b i d , x i i , i 1-2. 
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The subsequent expl o i t a t i o n of Oartimandua's personal and 
p o l i t i c a l weaknesses thus has a f a m i l i a r touch. 

For the present, however, the Romans were e n t i r e l y 
preoccupied with the conquest and settlement of the populous 
region of the south and east. A sharp repulse was i n f l i c t e d 
upon the Oatuvellauni who had disputed the crossing of the 
Medway. Following the emperor»s triumphant return to Rome, 
Aulus Plautius continued the work of subjugation; and before 
his r e c a l l , four years l a t e r , those who had been induced to 
accept Roman suzerainty included the two main Belgic areas 
once dominated by the respective Houses of Cassivellaunus and 
Commius, the powerful Iceni of East Anglia, and the Regni of 
Sussex. 

Belgic B r i t a i n had been brought s w i f t l y and e f f e c t i v e l y 
under Roman sway; but the occupied area was not large enough 
to provide more than a precarious foothold f o r the invaders. 
I n order to accelerate the process of complete conquest, the 
army was divided i n t o three columns. Plautius himself, with 
the XIV Gemina Martia and XX Valeria V i x t r i x , penetrated to 
the north-west; Vespasian, commanding the I I Augusta, opened 
up the south-west country, while the IX Hispana was given the 
easiest l i n e of a l l , that leading northwards along the f l a t 
east coast region to Lincoln. Assuming the v a l i d i t y of the 
generally accepted emendation to the text of the Annals,^ the 

^ Annales c. x i i : »cunotaque c i s Trisantonam et Sabrinam 
f l u v i o s cohibere parat. • 
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l i m i t of Roman occupation by A.D. 47 n>^st have been 
approximately the region between the Severn and the Trent. 
In t h i s area, at any rate, the next governor, Ostorius 
Scapula, had to take measures to prevent r i s i n g s amongst 
conquered tribes. 

The r a d i a l movement i n three columns by which Aulus 
Plautlus began the systematic conquest of the lowland zone 
appears to have been responsible f o r the f i r s t d i r e c t contact 
between Brigantia and Rome.̂  Cartimandua i s known to have 
favoured a policy of appeasement towards the invading power, 
and so long as she remained i n control of a f f a i r s , the 
Brigantes are to be regarded j u s t as essentially a c l i e n t 
kingdom as the Regni or the I c e n l , whose rulers had bought 
a nominal freedom and retained t h e i r thrones. 

There i s no evidence for the assumption that the Fosse 
Way was constructed by Ostorius as a f r o n t i e r defence against 
raids by the Brigantes on the neighbouring Ooritanl, though 
there i s no doubt that, while he was pursuing the conquest of 
the Degeaiigli i n North Wales, dissension arose amongst the 
Brigantes themselves which necessitated Roman intervention. 
By a mixture of judicious punishment and clemency, Ostorius 
succeeded i n estaolishlng a temporaary peace.^ 

^ p. 42 I f . 
2 OHE 1, 91. 
^ p. 42-3. 
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The advance against the Degeangli must have been 
responsible for the establishment of the XIV and XX legions 
at W r o x e t e r . W i t h the Brigantian problem once more shelved 
f o r the time being, Ostorius determined to renew the i n i t i a t i v e 
i n Wales - t h i s time against the Silures of the south, who had 
been inspired to defiance by the s p i r i t e d personality of 
Oarafltaous. The l a t t e r , driven to retreat i n t o central and 
north-west Wales, organised the Ordovices, i n A*D. 32> i n a 
f i n a l but i l l - f a t e d resistance; and was compelled to appeal 
for support to the l a s t great native m i l i t a r y power accessible -
that of Brigantia. 

The appeal found no response. Gartimandua had already 
incurred considerable antagonism from c e r t a i n factions of her 
own people i n the pursuit of tne unpopular pro-Roman policy. 
She had no in t e n t i o n of reversing t h i s policy at the behest 
of a discredited e x i l e , three times routed by the very power 
which she had long decided to support. Not content, however, 
wit h r e j e c t i n g such a risky and unprofitable volte-face, she 
determined to demonstrate beyond question her l o y a l t y to Rome; 
she accordingly lured the royal f u g i t i v e i n t o placing himself 
i n her power, then handed him over to the conquerors. 

Ostorius, reassured by t h i s proof of f i d e l i t y , was now 
able to devote the whole of his energies to the f i n a l p a c i f i c a ­
t i o n of Wales - a task which proved i n f i n i t e l y harder than he 

^ Maodonald, Roman B r i t a i n , 19U-28, 90. 
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could have anticipated, A concerted S i l u r i a n r e v o l t i n f l i c t e d 
a severe reverse on the Roman troops, and th i s blow was followed 
up by the prosecution of a fierce g u e r i l l a warfare so devastat­
ing and persistent that Ostorius died, a prematurely worn-out 
man. 

His successor, Aulus Dldius Gallus, faced a p o l i t i c a l 
state of a f f a i r s i n which the forces of reaction were upper­
most, and a policy of retrenchment v i t a l l y necessary. No 
sooner ha^ the Roman defensive positions been restored I n the 
west, than further dissension broke out amongst the Brigantes. 
Oartimsuidua, f l a t t e r e d by the temporary success of her policy, 
and too confident of the supporting strength of her unpopular 
a l l y , had become over proud. Her rejection of Venutius was a 
f a t a l mistake, for i t provided a l l the discontented elements 
i n the state with a focal point, and, above a l l , a leaxler. 
When Venutius, determined on revenge, called i n armed 
assistance from outside the state, the Romans were on t h i s 
occasion unable to intervene with decisive effect, Oolling-
wood has taken the accounts of Tacitus i n the Histories GUid 

Annals to describe two separate revolts; but t h i s i n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n does not seem reasonably tenable. I n b r i e f , the state 
of a f f a i r s indicated by Tacitus I s that, following Cartimandua's 
repudiation of Venutius and his r e t a l i a t i o n with the aid of 
^ Agric., xiv , S 3. 

2 The following i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the course of events i s baa#»d solely upon the ancient sources and di f f P I - O \ ^ I « 4 \ r ! the generally accepted new ( o i l , ^ , §̂ 1 J^^^Q^J^^i^erably from 
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f r i e n d l y but foreign 'auxilia,» the Romans were compelled to 
intervene, but could meet with no more success than the rescue 
of Cartimandua from the vengeance of her h o s t i l e subjects. 
Venutius was too strong, Rome too preoccupied, at the time to 
encourage Didius to challenge d i r e c t l y the revolted c l i e n t 
state, and f o r the next decade relations between the two were 
h o s t i l e , though no major c o n f l i c t took place. 

Q« Veranius, who succeeded Didius Callus i n A.D. ^B, died 
w i t h i n a year and was i n turn succeeded, i n 59, hy a governor 
of outstsmding m i l i t a r y talent i n G. Suetonius Paulinus. Yet 
even Suetonius was unwilling to challenge the power of the 
Brigantes u n t i l all p o s s i b i l i t y of d i s t r a c t i o n elsewhere was 
removed. He determined f i r s t of a l l to deal with one of the 
factors which presumably inspired the Olaudian invasion i n the 
f i r s t place - Druidism. He accordingly marched north-west, 
penetrating Wales and establishing a u x i l i a r y f o r t s for the 
maintenance of his communications >en route,* u n t i l i n 6I he 
was able to enter the retreat of that priesthood i n the island 
of Anglesey* 

Ho sooner was that occupation begun, however, than news 
of the revolt of the Iceni compelled him to xmdertake a 
b r i l l i a n t march back to the scene of the outbreak. At no 
stage since the invasion was the Roman pos i t i o n i n B r i t a i n 
so precarious; but at t h i s c r i t i c a l juncture, Rome's t a c t i c a l 
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policy towards the Brigantes bore f r u i t . The correctness of 
the a t t i t u d e of armed preparedness exhibited In t h i s d i r e c t i o n 
by both Didlus and paulinus was completely vindicated. The 
Brigantes must have been on the verge of open attack, f o r 
there I s evidence that, rather than throw a l l the available 
weight of his nearest troops against the revolted t r i b e s , 
C e r i a l i s preferred to r e t a i n the greater part of the ninth 
legion at Lincoln, to guard the Brigantlan f r o n t i e r , and 
suffer the ravaging and destruction of the incensed Icenl 
and Trinovantes during the delay u n t i l paulinus* own troops 
could reach the scene from the north-west.^ 

By courageous generalship, the r e b e l l i o n was crushed; 
but i t had served to warn future governors that m i l i t a r y 
conquest must be consolidated, not through the harsh medium 
of the r e c r u i t i n g sergeant, the usurer and the tax-collector, 
but by a policy of considerate administration and economic 
Improvement. The Boudlccan r i s i n g delayed f u r t h e r the 
t e r r i t o r i a l advance by Rome f o r a f u l l decade, while re­
h a b i l i t a t i o n took place under the governorship f i r s t of 
Petronius Turpllilanus (A.D. bl-3), and l a t e r of Trebellius 
Haximus. 

The outbreak of c i v i l war on the continent i n A.D. bS, 

the year of the four Emperors, was accompanied by p a r a l l e l 

^ p. 49-50, 
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disturbances i n B r i t a i n . For some unknown reason the 
provincial troops withdrew t h e i r support from the governor; 
the d i s a f f e c t i o n was so serious that Trebellius Maximus had 
to r e t i r e from B r i t a i n , and was replaced i n A.D. 69 hy Vettius 
Bolanus.*^ Meanwhile, V i t e l l i u s had secured the transfer of 
some 8,000 men from the I I , IX and XX legions i n B r i t a i n , for 

2 
they accompanied him on his march i n t o I t a l y a f t e r Bedriacum. 
The Fourteenth, which had been recalled from B r i t a i n by Nero 
i n 67, had declared f o r Otho, and was sent back to B r i t a i n by 
V i t e l l i u s under tne commsoid of the new governor. Almost 
immediately, however, V i t e l l i u s ' position was i n turn 
threatened by the ambitious governor of Judaea, Vespasian, 
and the emperor turned to Bolanus for f u r t h e r detachments 
of troops. 

Bolanus, however, was i n no position to loan troops wi t h ­
out seriously weakening his own security i n B r i t a i n ; f o r at 
t h i s moment the Brigantes decided to take advantage of Rome's 
in t e r n a l dissensions to create active trouble on t h e i r f r o n t i e r , 
Mr. Collingwood, believing that Tacitus' Histories and Annals 
give accounts of two separate a f f a i r s , assumes^ that not u n t i l 
t h i s time did the divorce of Venutius, r e s u l t i n g i n r e b e l l i o n 
against the queen and her rescue by the Romans, take place. 
^ Tacitus, Hist. , i , bO. 
2 i , 108. 
^ itoid, i , 107. 
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The correct i n t e r p r e t a t i o n seems ratner to be that, with 
these events long past, Venutius had been waiting his 
opportunity for bolder action, which came with the imperial 
c i v i l war of 69/70, and the weakening of the garrison of 
B r i t a i n which i t entailed,^ 

Unfortunately f o r Venutius, the period of continental 
disturbance was short-lived. Having suppressed the r e v o l t 
on the Rhine, Vespasian was free to take purposeful action 
i n the north. The Brigantlan offensive gave him an excellent 
pretext f o r the annexation of a l l the lands under the domination 
of Venutius. Immediately upon his appointment as governor of 
B r i t a i n i n 71, p e t i l i u s Cerialis launched his campaign eigainst 
the Brigantes - the f i r s t attack upon the recognised government 
of t h i s state which had yet been attempted by Rome. The 
estimates of i t s degree of success which have been made vary 
to a very great extent. Based upon Tacitus* b r i e f mention 
i n the Agrlcola, to the ef f e c t that C e r i a l i s subdUed »a large 
part' of the Brigantes, these estimates have been influenced, 
f i r s t of sdl, by the vaguest impression as to the true extent 
of t h i s people, auid secondly, by the offhand way i n which 
Tacitus dismisses his exploits, magnificent though even he i s 
compelled to admit them to have been. Moreover, the current 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the events of t h i s period i s a s t r i k i n g 

^ p. 51-2. 
^ 0. x v i l . 
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i l l u s t r a t i o n of the way i n which archaeology has i n some 
quarters begun to dominate h i s t o r i c a l reconstruction, at the 
expense of the l i t e r a r y evidence. Thus the only places at 
which evidence of Oerialian occupation i s generally acknowledged 
to have been found are Malton and York; and Collingwood, 
accordingly, argues that Gerialis confined his a c t i v i t i e s 
to "central and eastern Y o r k s h i r e . Y e t , as w i l l be 
demonstrated i n the following chapter, such a view i s quite 
irre c o n c i l a b l e with the l i t e r a r y evidence, p a r t i c u l a r l y that 
furnished by two write r s whose references to B r i t a i n seem 
hi t h e r t o to have escaped general notice - the elder Pliny 
and S i l i u s I t a l i c u s . ^ The argument w i l l be f u l l y worked 
out l a t e r ; here, i t must be s u f f i c i e n t to state that, with 
the conclusion of Geri a l i s ' governorship, the Roman legions 
must be supposed to have penetrated, not merely to the northern 
l i m i t s of Brigantia, but to the borders of the Scottish 
Highlands. 

At any rate, i n spite of Tacitus* implication, so 
complete was the conquest of the Brigantes that O e r i a l i s ' 
successor, prontinus (74-8), was able to turn his a t t e n t i o n 
immediately to Wales wiiere he carried out the subjugation of 
the S i l u r e s , a n d established the second legion at Caerleon-
on-U8k.4 
1 ORZj, i , 110. 
2 p.55-7. 
3 Agrio. c. x v i i . 
4 ora, i , 106. 
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The campaigns of Agricola, too, must be discussed more 
f u l l y elsewhere.^ He i t was who was responsible f o r the 
probable transfer of the legion I I A diutrix from Lincoln to 
the new fortress at Chester. I n his f i r s t year of o f f i c e 
he reconquered the I s l e of Anglesey. His second campaign 
has usually been assumed to have taken place along the west 
coast of Lancashire, Westmorland and Cumberland, c h i e f l y 

2 

because the description of >estuaries and forests* seemed 
most applicable to the geographical character of t h i s coastal 
region. I t w i l l be suggested below,^ however, that Agricola 
spent both his second and t h i r d summers i n reaching the estuaxy 
of the Tay. Having gained the Forth-Olyde isthmus i n 81, he 
paused f o r a year to consolidate his posit i o n , and then advanced 
once more i n t o the Highlands of Strathmore (A.D. 83)> where he 
secured his famous v i c t o r y , i n the following year, over the 
Caledonians at Mons Qraupius, the s i t e of which has never 
been ce r t a i n l y i d e n t i f i e d . Nevertheless, there i s reason 
to believe that Agricola was preparing to complete the sub­
jugation of Scotland by the permanent establishment of a 
legion at i n c h t u t h i l l , ^ when he was recalled. 

Tacitus, i n the Histories, comments b i t t e r l y on t h i s 
f r u s t a t l o n of Agrlcola^s plans i n the famous phrase, perdomita 
^ p.63-7. 

Agric., c. X X . 

^ p. 67. 
4 OHE, i , 118-9-
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B r i t a n n i a et s t a t l m omisaa.'^ This must mean t h a t the conquest 
of B r i t a i n was a c t u a l l y complete, and straightway abandoned. 
I t i s an exaggerated statement; but other passages i n the 
Agri o o l a show t h a t t h i s i s not the only instance f u r n i s h e d 
by t h i s biography.^ S i r George Maodonald haa p e r s i s t e n t l y 
held the view t h a t the evacuation from Scotland d i d not talce 
place u n t i l the second century.^ The case f o r a withdrawal 
by A.D. 95 i s , however, overwhelming; and as i t has r e c e n t l y 
been presented i n f u l l d e t a i l by pryce and Bi x l e y , i t would 
be superfluous to repeat the argument here. The outstanding 
f a c t o r i s the contrast between the absence of c h e i r a o t e r i s t i c 
T rajanlc pottery from Scotland, and the abundance of the same 
ware on the Stanegate. Furthermore, Juvenal's references to 
trou b l e i n B r i t a i n not only belong t o the re i g n of Domitian, 
but one of them has a terminus ante quern of A.D. 86-7.^ The 
na t u r a l supposition must be t h a t the decision to r e t i r e f r ^ 
Scotland was the r e s u l t of a de p l e t i o n of str e n g t h w i t h the 
r e c a l l of the l e g i o n I I A d i u t r i x from B r i t a i n i n 86 t o a s s i s t 
: i n Domitian'8 cherished p r o j e c t - the invasion of Germany,^ 

^ H i s t . , I , i i . 
^ of. Pryoe and B i r l e y i n JRg. x x v l i i , 142-3, on the Taoitean 
usage of omissa. 

^ c f . Agrio.. x; turn primum perdomita est; x x x i i i : fInem 
B r i t a j i n i a e non fama nec rumore, eed o a s t r i s e t armie tenemus; 
i i i v e n t a B r i t a n n i a et subacta. ' ™~' 

4 JR3. . XXV, 187-200; x x v i i , 93-8, 

6 i b i d . , 149. 7 R i t t e r l i n g m P-W. s.v. Legio, c o l , 
1443 f. 
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This departure would be a l l the more serious f o r the remainder 
of the B r i t i s h garrison i f , as has been suggested,"^ the legion 
was accompanied by approximately the same number of auxiiiajry 
troops. 

The reign of Trajan was, so f a r as B r i t a i n was concerned, 
one of consolidation and peaceful reconstruction. preoccupied 
by great wars i n Dacia and the east, Trajan was content to 
strengthen his hold on the province as he received i t from 
Domitian, to create a strong f r o n t i e r , and, reviving the policy 
of Augustus, to renounce the temptation of f u r t h e r conquests 
beyond i t . That t h i s Trajanic f r o n t i e r was the Stanegate i s 
unquestioned; Samian ware t y p i c a l of t h i s period i s common 
i n the f o r t s along i t s l i n e , while the Vallum, at one time 
regarded as early second century, i s now known to have been 
part of the o r i g i n a l Hadrianic f r o n t i e r . The type of 'limes' 
thus introduced by Trajan to B r i t a i n - a road across country, 
studded with f o r t s and signal-stations at regular i n t e r v a l s -
was the standard type of Roman f o r t i f i c a t i o n , and persisted 
throughout the occupation of Africa. I n a more complex form, 
i t i s paralleled i n the Syrian desert by the Trajanic limes 

2 
there. With the gradual return to Augustus' conception of 
Rome as a satiated empire, the need f o r a more permanent form 
of obstacle became realised; but the construction of Hadrian's 
^ Pryce & Bir l e y , loc. c i t . 
^ Macdonald, Antiquity, v i i i , 373-80-
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Wall d i d not represent a departure from previous f r o n t i e r 
p o l i c y , f o r Trajaja had already been responsible f o r tli e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of such a b a r r i e r i n Germany. 

The general replacement of earth-and-timber by stone 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s i n B r i t a i n under Trajan i s t o be regarded as 
an i n d i c a t i o n of a peaceful state of a f f a i r s r ather thaui the 
r e s u l t of general disturbance and d e s t r u c t i o n . At Tork and 
Gaerleon the legionary f o r t r e s s e s shared i n the general 
improvement, as d i d many a i i x i l i a r y f o r t s . The r e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
also took the shape of a r e s h u f f l i n g of garrisons. To t h i s 
p e r i o d date the c o n s t r u c t i o n of c e r t a i n western f o r t s ; the 
p o t t e r y evidence from Hardknott, f o r instance, suggests a 
Trajanic foundation,^ and i t may be t h a t the backward regions 
of the north-^west only knew serious Roman occupation and 
development about t h i s time. The r e d i s t r i b u t i o n of forces 
i s f u r t h e r a t t e s t e d by the reduction i n the size of f o r t s 
along e a r l i e r routes, as a t Long Preston and Oastleshaw.^ 

perhaps a l l t h i s a c t i v i t y , and the obvious i n d i c a t i o n s 
t h a t the m i l i t a r y occupation of t h e i r country was t o be 
permanent, aroused the o l d f e e l i n g of h o s t i l i t y amongst the 
Brigantes. At any r a t e , there i s no doubt t h a t on the 
accession of Hadrian i n I I 7 , serious t r o u b l e p r e v a i l e d i n 
B r i t a i n . The l i t e r a r y evidence f o r t h i s , and the s i g n i f i c a n c e 

1 gw,2 x x v i i i , 341-7. 
^ p.176. 
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of the replacement of the Ninth legion at York toy the VI 
V i c t r i x toetween 108-9 and 122, are discussed i n the succeeding 
chapter."^ Archaeology t e s t i f i e s to no d e s t r u c t i o n along the 
l i n e of the stanegate, which would have been an i n e v i t a b l e 
r e s u l t of invasion from the north. I n the middle of t h a t 
l i n e , there was c e r t a i n l y no cause f o r alarm, f o r aStex a 
short occupation the f o r t at Haltwhistle Burn was peacefully 
dismantled. The trouble must therefore have been a l o c a l i s e d 
one e i t h e r north or south of t h i s l i n e . I n view of t h e i r 
generally unruly character, and t h e i r proximity to the base 
of the Ninth l e g i o n , i t i s not improbable t h a t the trouble 
lay w i t h the inhabitants of the northern pennines. 

This view receives f u r t h e r support from the character 
of the f r o n t i e r constructed by Hadrian, begun immediately 
upon h i s arriv e d i n B r i t a i n i n 122. The continuous b a r r i e r 
of the Wall, w i t h i t s incorporated system of f o r t s , m i l e -
castles and t u r r e t s , was but an exceptionally good example 
of the standard Roman type of b a r r i e r against the enemy beyond. 
The purpose of the Vallum, on the other hand, i s not so obvious, 
and has been the subject of much controversy. Reeilisation of 
the manifold nature of the Wall*s defences has come slowly. 
Horsley refused t o believe that i t could have any r e l a t i o n to 
southern defence.^ When the theory was put forward t h a t i t 
1 p. 69-70. 

2 BR., 126-7. 
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1 represented p a r t of the old Trajanic f r o n t i e r , i t was 
presumably thought of p r i m a r i l y as a defence against the 
north; and even today Oollingwood prefers the ingenious 

2 explanation t h a t i t served the purpose of a customs b a r r i e r . 
Once again, the d e t a i l e d argument of the p o i n t must be l e f t 
t o a l a t e r chapter,^ only pausing here to s t a t e the w r i t e r ' s 
view t n a t the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Vallum was p r i m a r i l y 
associated w i t h the disturbed state of a f f a i r s which had 
manifested i t s e l f i n B r i g a n t i a since the accession of Hadrian. 

The Wall was b u i l t by the legions, but ggirrisoned by 
a u x i l i a r i e s ; hence the need f o r a f u r t h e r r e o r g a n i s a t i o n 
of the d i s p o s i t i o n of u n i t s south of the f r o n t i e r . i n 
c e r t a i n cases, f o r t s are known to have been abandoned about 
t h i s time, as at Slack and Gastleshaw, i n order to permit the 
transference of the garrisons t o the newly constructed f o r t s 
on the l i n e of the Wall. Even the strength of the second 
l e g i o n at Oaerleon was reduced; and i f f u r t h e r proof were 
required of the happy state of a f f a i r s p r e v a i l i n g i n Wales 
by t h i s time, i t i s furnished by tne existence of l a r g e 
f o r t i f i e d h i l l - t o p towns of the type of Tre'r O e i r i and 
Dinorben,4 established not eeurlier than the second century. 

^ B i r l e y , AA^, x i , 146 f. 
2 OTE, i , 133-4. 
^ p. 74-7. 

^ Wheeler, p r e h i s t o r i c and Roman Wales, 259-bb. 
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and apparently w i t h o f f i c i a l approval. The f u n c t i o n of 
Roman troops i n Wales, previous t o t h e i r removal t o the 
north, had e v i d e n t l y already developed i n t o the p r o t e c t i o n 
of the i n h a b i t a n t s - whether from l o c a l brigands or sea-
ra i d e r s from I r e l a n d - rather than t h e i r i n t i m i d a t i o n . I n 
B r i g a n t i a , on the other hand, the l o y a l t y of the nat i v e s 
v a r i e d widely over d i f f e r e n t areas,**-

The new f r o n t i e r , w i t h i t s heavy concentration of the 
2 

bulk of the troops i n the province, must have proved e f f e c t i v e 
i n r e s t r a i n i n g the lawless exuberance of the Brigantes as 
w e l l as the open h o s t i l i t y of the enemy i n Scotland, f o r no 
major r e o r i e n t a t i o n of f r o n t i e r p o l i c y was found necessary, 
u n t i l the accession of Antoninus Pius. The f i r s t and most 
important event of h i s re i g n was the reoccupation of Scotlsund 
between A.D- 140 and 142 by the governor, L o l l i u s Urbicus, and 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new b a r r i e r across the Forth-Clyde 
isthmus. Since these developments are c l o s e l y concerned 
w i t h the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the second-century h i s t o r y of the 
Brigantes i n general, and of a reference t o B r i t a i n by Pausanias 
i n p a r t i c u l a r , a f u l l consideration of the motives which 
i n s p i r e d the reoocupation of Scotland i s best deferred.3 

The Hadrianic f r o n t i e r scheme had already necessitated 

^ p. 91-5. 
^ ^ 1 i> 138. 
3 p.77-81. 
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a considerable withdrawal of troops from Wales and the southern 
pennines. The new advance, i n s p i t e of the t h r i f t y arrange­
ments f o r the g a r r i s o n i n g of the new l i n e , where there i s 
evidence t h a t cohorts were f o r the f i r s t time s p l i t up i n 
order t h a t two small f o r t s might be meinned by the personnel 
of one unit,-^ necessitated a f u r t h e r weakening of the garrisons 
south of Hadrian's Wall. For the l a t t e r l i n e continued to be 
held, and e v i d e n t l y was s t i l l considered the main f e a t u r e of 

2 
Rome's northern f r o n t i e r . So pressing, indeed, was the need 
f o r troops to ga r r i s o n the increasing number of f o r t s , t h a t 
f u r t h e r inroads had to be made upon the second l e g i o n , although 
the normal f u n c t i o n of the legions was t o serve as a mobile 
field-army. A detachment of I I Augusta appears to have 
occupied Housesteads f o l l o w i n g the t r a n s f e r of the F i r s t 
Cohort of Tungrians t o Castlecary on the S c o t t i s h Wall.^ 

The obvious weakening of the Roman hold over many 
d i f f e r e n t d i s t r i c t s must have proved a d i r e c t incitement 
t o l o c a l discontented elements to engineer r e b e l l i o u s 
disturbances. Indeed, H a v e r f i e l d r e l a t e d Pausanias' 
account of trouble created by the Brigantes t o various 
pieces of archaeological evidence which together formed 
q u i t e a convincing case f o r a widespread r e v o l t on the p a r t 
^ Maodonald, RWS, 417-lS, 435-b. 

2 p. 86. 

^ RWS, 475, and ORE, i, 143. 
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of t h a t t r i b e , which was crushed by J u l i u s Verus i n 155. 
This r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of events i s , indeed, s t i l l g e n erally 
favoured; but a reconsideration of the evidence necessitates 
a revised estimate of the importance of t h i s a f f a i r . There 
i s no reason t o assume t h a t discontent had y e t assumed serious 
proportions; r a t h e r , these were the f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n s of the 
weaknesses of the new departure i n Scotland - not, be i t 
emphasized, due t o any inherent f a l l a c y i n t h a t p o l i c y i t s e l f , 
but t o the inadequate strength w i t h which the attempt was made 
t o carry i t out. The reoccupation of Brough i n Derbyshire 
and the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n at Birrens by J u l i u s Verus, and the 
strengthening of the defences of pet u a r i a (Brough on Humber) 
against possible attack i n the r e i g n of Pius, t e s t i f y t o the 
unstable p o l i t i c a l atmosphere which had developed. 

The whole issue has been obscured by Macdonald's attempt 
to r e l a t e the two destructions known to have occurred on the 
Antonine Wall to s p e c i f i c dates i n the second century, on an 
i n s u f f i c i e n t basis of evidence. His fundamental misconception 
i s the b e l i e f t n a t t h a t can have been no t h i r d century occupation 
of the S c o t t i s h Wall. This view r e l i e s p r i n c i p a l l y upon the 
absence of coins l a t e r than Oommodus from a l l the S c o t t i s h 
f o r t s except Cramond; but i n view of the s c a r c i t y of l a t e 
second and ea r l y t h i r d century coins i n the n o r t h of B r i t a i n 

2 
i n p a r t i c u l a r at Housesteads, where Severan occupation i s 
^ p. 86-7. 
2 AA2^ XXV, 298. 
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attested,1 and of the f a c t t h a t the t o t a l nxamber of coins 
from the Antonine Wall of any period i s very small, t h i s 
negative argument cannot have much weight. Much of the 
pott e r y from Scottish s i t e s i s t h i r d century. Furthermore, 
the l i t e r a r y evidence records a reoccupation of Scotland by 
Severus,^ which has been demonstrated to have covered a period 
of at lea s t four years, 207-211,3 though the actual occupation 
of the Wall l i n e would hardly l a s t f o r much more than a year. 
As Ur. M i l l e r has pointed out,-^^ t h i s i s the most l i k e l y way 
i n which the Maeatae could be cut o f f from t h e i r northern 
a l l i e s i n the second phase of the Severan campaign to which 
Dio r e f e r s . Since Caracalla i s known t o have made peace 
w i t h the Maeatae and Caledonii aind withdrawn his garrisons 
from t h e i r t e r r i t o r y soon a f t e r the death of Severus,'^ amd 
the evidence from the Scottish Wall i n d i c a t e s a short period 
of reoccupation preceding the f i n a l , peaceful withdrawal, 
there i s a prima f a c i e case f o r assuming t h a t the f i n a l 
s t r u c t u r a l period i s Severan, ratner than t h a t i t represents 
a formal gesture of a u t h o r i t y by Rome a f t e r Marcellus* 
v i c t o r i e s i n c. 184, as Sir George i s driven t o assume.^ 

^ AAf, i x , 233-4. 
^ Oassius Dio, i x i v i , 13. 
^ B i r l e y i n PSAS, LXXII, 343-4. 
3* CAM, x i i , 40-1. 
4 Cassius Dio, I x x v i i , 1; Herodian, i i i , 15, b. 
5 RWS, 464, 479-82. 
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That the r e i g n of Oommodus did witness a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of the Sc o t t i s h Wall i t i s reasonable t o favout, although 
s t i l l not f i n a l l y established. Gassius Dio states t h a t 
Gommodus fought a series of b r i l l i a n t wars through h i s legates, 
and the Augustan h i s t o r i e s r e f e r , somewnat vaguely, t o the 
rep u l s i o n of barbarian attacks.^ Dio»8 account i s t h a t the 
barbarians broke through the w a l l which separates them from 
the Roman f o r t r e s s e s , and slew the Roman 'strategos' - here 
a governor of consulsur rank should be in d i c a t e d . Commodus 
accordingly sent Ulpius Marcellus to r e t r i e v e the p o s i t i o n , 
and he i n f l i c t e d upon them a t e r r i b l e defeat.^ 

The date of the governorship of Maroellus presents some 
d i f f i c u l t y . I n s c r i p t i o n s found at Benwell-^ and Cheaters^ 
i n d i c a t e t h a t Ulpius Marcelius was twice governor of B r i t a i n , 
once under e i t h e r the QAxaiL Emperors Marcus Aurelius and 
Gommodus (175-180), or, but less l i k e l y , Lucius Verus and 
H. Aurelius ( l b l - 9 ) i and again o. ld2-4; though i t i s j u s t 
possible t h a t two men bearing the same name are recorded. 
During p a r t of the decade lyo-lBO, the governor was A n t i s t i u s 
Adventus, who i s mentioned i n an i n s c r i p t i o n from Lanchester, 
where the m i l i i a r y cohort of V a r d u l l i was stationed. A n t i s t i u s 

^ H i s t . Aug. - Lampridius, 'Oommodus,' c . x i i i , § 5, c . v i i i , § 4. 
^ Gassius Dio, I x x i i , b. 
3 OIL, 504. 
^ EE, i x , 1171. 
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was probably succeeded by Ulpius Marcellus, who seems to have 
enjoyed a period of peace Cl7b-bO); but under the next 
governor, whose name i s unknown, occurred tne barbarian breaxjh 
through the S c o t t i s h Wall, which r e s u l t e d i n h i s deatn and the 
r e t u r n of Mareellus t o repulse the invasion. There can be no 
doubt t h a t i t was the Antonine Wall which was overwhelmed i n 
t h i s d i s a s t e r , f o r there i s no trace of d e s t r u c t i o n on Hadrian's 
w a l l at t h i s time. That the attack was an invasion, and n o t 
a r e v o l t by the Lowland t r i b e s , i s c l e a r from Dio*s d e s c r i p t i o n . 
I f Marcellus be supposed t o have reoccupied the northern limes, 
then t h i s must represent the f i r s t d e s t r u c t i o n ; the second 
would n a t u r a l l y occur i n c.196, and be the f i r s t stage i n the 
invasion which involved Hadrian's Wall i n d i s a s t e r also. The 
Sc o t t i s h Wall periods would then be: (1) 142-c.182; (2) 184-
196; (3) 0. 207-211. 

On the other hand, Dio does not s p e c i f i c a l l y s t a t e t h a t 
Marcellus undertook a permanent reoccupation; and i f he 
merely confined h i s operations t o the punishment of the 
offending t r i b e s , i t becomes necessary t o assume tha t the 
northern Hall lay d e r e l i c t f o r twenty years before i t s r e ­
occupation by Severus. I n t h i s case, the end of the f i r s t 
p e riod of occupation should be dated c.154, when there i s 
evidence f o r disturbance i n the north of B r i t a i n (though not 
i n the immediate region of the Antonine W a l l ) , the nearest 
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relevant piece of supporting evidence being the m a t e r i a l f o r 
re c o n s t r u c t i o n at Birrens i n 158."̂  B i r r e n s , however, was 
e s s e n t i a l l y p a r t of the Hadrianic f r o n t i e r , as i t s p o s i t i o n 
i n r e l a t i o n t o the Wall and the neighbouring advanced posts 
of Bewcastle and Netherby proves, as w e l l as the f a c t t h a t 

2 
i t s occupation continued i n t o the f o u r t h century. The 
trou b l e which rendered i t necessary f o r J u l i u s Verus t o 
undertake b u i l d i n g operations there was most probably purely 
a l o c a l a f f a i r ; and the most l i k e l y dates f o r the two breaks 
i n the occupation of the Antonine Wall are c.180-4 and c.l96. 
As f o r the suggestion t h a t a di s a s t e r t o the S c o t t i s h Wall 
may have occurred under the governorship of Oalpurnius 
A g r i c o l a , i t i s nowhere stated i n the ancient sources t h a t 
any outbreak ever occurred. Gapitolonus only speaks of the 
th r e a t of a B r i t i s h war,^ and i n any case the incidence of 
i n s c r i p t i o n s i n d i c a t i n g r e b u i l d i n g at t h a t period suggests 
a Pennine rather than a Caledonian campaign."^ The l a t e r 
reference i n the Augustan h i s t o r i e s t o an impending B r i t i s h 
war5 i s obviously merely a r e c a p i t u l a t i o n of the previous 
statement. 
^ EE, i x , I23O; PSAS, i x x i i , 345. 
^ PSAS. I x x i i , 345-6. 
^ H i s t . Aug. 'M. Aurelius Antoninus.1 v i i i , 7. 
4- p. 89-90. 
5 

x x i i , 1-2. 
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Serious discontent i n the army under Marcellus' successor, 
Helvius pe r t i n a x , boded i l l f o r the safety of the f r o n t i e r , and 
the next governor's p o l i t i c a l ambitions brought the f i r s t great 
d i s a s t e r which had yet b e f a l l e n Hadrian's Wall. The wholesale 
withdrawal of troops by Olodius Albinus i n 195 reduced the 
strength of B r i t a i n ' s garrison beyond hope of e f f e c t i v e 
resistance when the Maeatae seized t h e i r opportunity t o 
overrun the whole of the north as f a r as York and Chester. 
The evidence of p o t t e r y on the Wall, i n d i c a t i n g an unbroken 
occupation t i l l c.l96, confirms t h i s date f o r the end of the 
f i r s t Wall period. By 198, as i n s c r i p t i o n s from I l k l e y and 
Bowe83 show, V i r i u s Lupus was already at work on the task of 
re c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The invaders, as we l e a r n from Dio,^ were the Maeatae, 
a t r i b e or confederacy who l i v e d 'near the Wall t h a t b i s e c t s 
the i s l a n d . ' A l l our evidence i n d i c a t e s t h a t the southern 
Lowlands harboured no such powerfully h o s t i l e element; more­
over, i n the previous instance when Dio mentions one Wall only, 
he i s known to have meant the Antonine Wall.^ Furthermore, 
Dio states t h a t the Caledonians l i v e d next t o them. Most 

^ AA^, v i i , 164 f f . 
^ OIL, 210. 
5 OIL, 273. 
^ i x x v , 5; i x x v l , 12. 
^ p.23. 
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i n t e r e s t i n g of a l l , however, i s the reference i n the L i f e of 
Golumba t o Aedan»8 b a t t l e w i t h the Maeatae a t Oiroenn - the 
d i s t r i c t of Angus and the Mearns. I t i s t r u e t h a t some 
movement of population may have taken place between the 
second and s i x t h c e nturies; but Watson*s f u r t h e r o b j e c t i o n , 
t h a t the Antonine Wall was not held i n the time of Severus, 
cannot be accepted as f i n a l evidence, even i f the converse 
view i s not held. Moreover, Rhys' connection of the t r i b a l 
name w i t h Dun-myat, a h i l l - s i t e 3̂  miles north-east of S t i r l i n g , 
as »Port of the Maeatae, » and the etymology of M y o t h i l l , 
pointed out by Watson himself as "a conspicuous i s o l a t e d 
h e i g h t " near Denny i n S t i r l i n g s h i r e , may be regarded as 
s i g n i f i c a u i t . I t i s a reasonable conclusion, t h e r e f o r e , 
t h a t the home of the Maeatae was i n the region of the l a t t e r 
f r o n t i e r ; t h a t they were descendants of the people whose 
numbers aind power had been decimated by t r a n s p o r t a t i o n h a l f 

2 
a century before; and that they had, a f t e r twice encompassing 
the d e s t r u c t i o n of the Sco t t i s h Wall, f i n a l l y seized t h e i r 
opportunity t o wreck sy s t e m a t i c a l l y the whole of the major 
f r o n t i e r defences, and ravage the immediate d i s t r i c t s of the 
province i t s e l f . presumably t h e i r l u s t f o r vengeance was 
temporarily s a t i a t e d by t h i s orgy of d e s t r u c t i o n , f o r V i r i u s 
Lupus found a s u b s t a n t i a l b r i b e a s u f f i c i e n t inducement f o r 
1 Watson, History of the C e l t i c Place-Names of Scotland, 56-9. 
2 p. 81-2. 
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them t o r e t u r n home. 
The r e b u i l d i n g of Hadrian's Wall r e s t o r e d order, at 

l e a s t f o r a time. I t s effectiveness i n t h i s capacity i s 
f u r t h e r a t t e s t e d by Spartianus, who remarks t h a t Severus* 
extensive r e b u i l d i n g of the Wall 'made the province secure. '-̂  
The comment i s f u r t h e r proof, i f i t were needed, t h a t at no 
time a f t e r the oonstjruction of the Hadrianio f r o n t i e r d i d 
the Imperial government regard the main l i n e of the province's 
defence as anywhere but on the Tyne-Solway l i n e . Whether 
Severus' S c o t t i s h campaigns, accompanied by the reoccupation 
of the Antonine Wall, were se r i o u s l y intended to herald a new 
period of permanent occupation i n Scotleuid, i s not q u i t e 
c e r t a i n ; but i n any case i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o blame h i s 
successors f o r t h e i r decision not t o prosecute the war 
f u r t h e r i n the nort h . The behaviour of c e r t a i n sections, 
at l e a s t , of the Brigantes at the time of the recent invasion 

2 
had proved them t o be s t i l l u n r e l i a b l e , which meant t h a t the 
co n d i t i o n s which had helped t o cause the f a i l u r e of the two 
e a r l i e r attempts at an occupation of the Lowlands were s t i l l 
t o be reckoned w i t h ; so long as the northern Pennines had to 
be garrisoned so h e a v i l y as they s t i l l were, the number of 
troops a v a i l a b l e f o r the e f f e c t i v e c o n t r o l of the northern 
isthmus was too small f o r safety. M a t t i n g l y suggests-' t h a t 
^ H i s t . Axag. - 'Severus,' x v i i i , 2, 
^ p.91-5. 
3 A n t i q u i t y , v i i i , 388. 
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the c h i e f value of Severus' operations was the enhancement of 
the r e putation, l o y a l t y and self-confidenoe of the B r i t i s h 
army, which was now given the opportunity of serving under 
the Emperor i n person, a f t e r previously supporting h i s defeated 
r i v a l Albinus. While t h i s may have been an i n c i d e n t a l con­
s i d e r a t i o n , i t cannot be supposed to have i n s p i r e d such an 
enormous enterprise as the reoccupation of Scotland. Severus, 
no doubt, r e a l i s e d the importance of p r o t e c t i n g h i s a l l i e s 
beyond the main f r o n t i e r l i n e , j u s t as pius had r e a l i s e d i t 
i n 142. Caracfldla, however, recognising t h a t the p o l i c y 
required more troops i f i t were to be e f f e c t i v e than he could 
spare f o r t h i s o u t l y i n g province, preferred t o negotiate an 
agreement w i t h the barbarians which would at least secure a 
temporary peace. The imperial government had at length 
r e a l i s e d that Scotland was no longer permanently tenable. 
The region of the Antonine Wall, depopulated, as has been 
noticed elsewhere,^ at the time of i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n , must 
i n the space of a generation or so have been r a p i d l y f i l l e d 
up, r e s u l t i n g i n the renewed offensives which saw f i r s t the 
f a l l of the Antonine Wall under Commodus, and l a t e r the 
invasion of the province proper i n 196. The Antonine 
b a r r i e r had o u t l i v e d i t s purpose; the whole Sc o t t i s h 
m i l i t a r y system had o r i g i n a l l y been intended to c o n t r o l 
^ p. 81-3. 
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nothing stronger than a beaten and much depleted population, 
deprived of the pick of i t s w a r r i o r s . Withdrawal had already 
been too long delayed; repeated r e b u f f s , despite the 
vengeance u l t i m a t e l y i n f l i c t e d , had t r a n s f e r r e d the i n i t i a t i v e 
t o the enemy. Continued occupation must have necessitated 
the enlargement of the defences somewhat on the Hadrianic 
model. The a l t e r n a t i v e was r e t r e a t t o the l i n e of the 
l a t t e r b a r r i e r ; and, as has been pointed out, any idea of 
removing the madn f r o n t i e r l i n e from the Tyne-Solway isthmus 
had never been contemplated. The r e a l i s a t i o n of t h i s 
s i t u a t i o n was overdue, but once the l o g i c a l p r i n c i p l e of 
retrenchment had been applied, the r e s u l t s t e s t i f y t o the 
wisdom of the new p o l i c y . For almost a hundred years, i n 
an age when on other f r o n t s the empire was involved i n con­
s t a n t t r o u b l e s , the B r i t i s h f r o n t i e r enjoyed unbroken peace. 

Perhaps the r e v o l t of Albinus made Severus caary of 
again vesting the c o n t r o l of three legions i n one man. At 
any r a t e , he was responsible f o r the d i v i s i o n of B r i t a i n i n t o 
two p r o v i n c e s , o f which the Upper included the I I and XX 
legions at Caerleon and Chester r e s p e c t i v e l y , while the Lower 
comprised the north under i t s m i l i t a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n based 

2 3 on York, and also included Lincoln. . 

^ Herodian, i i i , 8, 2. 

^ Dio, I v , 23; OIL, 280; JHS, x i , 101-7-
^ JB8, x i , 102. 
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B r i t a i n remained unaffected by the numerous f l u c t u a t i o n s 
of f o r t u n e experienced by the t h i r d - c e n t u r y emperors. Recon­
s t r u c t i o n went on unhampered, and the numerous milestones of 
t h i s era t e s t i f y t o the e f f i c i e n t a t t e n t i o n paid t o the 
improvement and upkeep of the p r o v i n c i a l communications. 

Following Carausius» b r i e f enjoyment of independence, 
d i s a s t e r on the northern f r o n t i e r was at l a s t p r e c i p i t a t e d 
by the ambitions of the usurper A l l e c t u s . I n 296 Hadrian's 
Wall again f e l l before the invading t r i b e s of Scotland, but 
agsdn t h i s was due, not t o any fundamental weakness i n the 
b a r r i e r i t s e l f , but t o the withdrawal of the garrison. 

D i o c l e t i a n * s r a d i c a l reform of the whole i m p e r i a l 
organization r e s u l t e d i n the u l t ^ a t e c o n t r o l of B r i t a i n ' s 
c i v i l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n being vested i n Oonstantius Ohlorus' 
viceroy, the p r a e t o r i a n p r e f e c t of Gaul. B r i t a i n became a 
diocese \inder a ' v i c a r i u s , ' t o whom the governors of the four 
new provinces i n t o which i t was subdivided were responsible. 
Of one of the four provinces, B r i t a n n i a Prima, B r i t a n n i a 
Seounda, Maxima Caesariensis, and F l a v i a Caesariensis, York 
as presumably the c a p i t a l ; but the areas they covered cannot 
be determined w i t h any degree of c e r t a i n t y . 

The m i l i t a r y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was e n t i r e l y d i s s o c i a t e d from 
the c i v i l , but as i t s composition i s only known from the f i f t h -
century N o t i t i a , i t s early character i s somewhat uncer t a i n . 
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Bury has, i n any case, shown that the o f f i c e of <Gomes 

Britanniarum,• which involved the command of the f i e ld -a rmy, 

may have been a f i f t h century creat ion, and can i n any case 

scarcely be e a r l i e r than 3̂ 8."̂  On the other hand, the 

N o t i t i a gives a l i s t of garrisons occupying f o r t s per lineam 

v a l l i which were f i n a l l y abandoned by 383- The Duke of 

B r i t a i n , who administered the f r o n t i e r d i s t r i c t from York, 

and the Count of the Saxon shore, may however have been 

i n s t a l l e d much e a r l i e r by Oonstantius himself . 

Reconstruction by Constantius i s a common feature i n 

nor th of England f o r t s and on Hadrian's Wall at t h i s time; 

even the legionary fo r t r e s s at York had suf fered severely, 

and the Multangular Tower there i s a testimony to the s o l i d 

character of Oonstantius' work. With t h i s period, however, 

comes the f i r s t d e f i n i t e recognit ion that other f r o n t s existed 

as dangerous as that on the north. Indicat ions had not been 

wanting over a long period that both the west and east coasts 

were vulnerable. Threatened by the sea-wolves on both sides, 

Oonstantius had to devise a new system of defence. The Saxon 

Shore f o r t s henceforth guarded the coast south of the Wash. 

I n Wales, the legionary fo r t r e s s of Oaerleon was abandoned 

i n favour of a new post at Ca rd i f f ; at Segontlum, too, the 

old p r i n c i p l e of h i l l - f o r t defence was replaced by the occu­

pat ion of a pos i t i on t a c t i c a l l y suitable f o r maintaining 

^ JRS, X, 131-54-
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contact wi th the defending f l e e t . 

One e f f e c t of these d i s t rac t ions on the f lanks must 

have been that less a t ten t ion could be paid to the northern 

f r o n t i e r than ever before. Oonetantius' campaigns north 

of the Wall i n 306 were never intended to culminate i n the 
1 

reoccupation of the Lowlands; i t was a puni t ive war, to 

restore Roman prest ige, and emphasize that r e t r i b u t i o n must 

always fo l low an attack on the Empire. 

For the durat ion of Gonstsuitine *8 l i f e t i m e the ruse was 

successful. I t was not long, however, before the Picts began 

to rea l i se that the coastal depredations of the scots and 

Saxons gave them an i r r e s i s t i b l e bargaining weapon. i n 

342-3 t h e i r Insistence was such that the new emperor Oonstans 

had to make a personal v i s i t to B r i t a i n , where he made con­

cessions to the barbarians i n re turn f o r t h e i r promises of 

2 

peace; and i t has been suggested that the terms involved 

permission to ce r t a in of the barbarians to immigrate and 

se t t l e w i t h i n the province, enjoying the status of » f e o d e r a t i . »3 

This i n t e rp r e t a t i on i s consistent both wi th general imper ia l 

fourth-century pract ice and wi th the account of the t rouble 

which occurred under Jul ian i n 3^0.^ But i t i s probable 

that the agreement made by Constans merely gave them 1 Anonymus V a l e s i l ; Eumenius, Paneg. Constantino A U ^ . , 7. 
^ Afflm> Marc., XX, c . l . 

^ i , 282-3-
^ Amm, M a r c , XX, c . l . 
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permission to se t t l e i n those parts of the Lowlands which had 

h i t h e r t o remained under d i r ec t Roman supervision. Since we 

know that the f o r t s at Birrens and High Rochester were f i n a l l y 

evacuated at t h i s time, i t i s a natural conclueion tha t w i t h ­

drawal from these areas was the chief concession made by 

Constans. The t rouble , such as i t was, d i d not assume 

s u f f i c i e n t l y serious dimensions to involve the Wall. 

The trouble which had been so serious as to necessitate 

a personal v i s i t by the Emperor to B r i t a i n was not to be 

se t t l ed merely by piecemeal concessions, and a fu r the r out­

break i s recorded by Ammianus Marcellinus under Ju l ian . 

On h is v i s i t to B r i t a i n , Lupicinus d id not r e ly upon 

the ex i s t i ng garr ison f o r support; he was accompanied by a 

force of unprecedented strength from the Continent.''" The 

reason may be sought, not so much i n the magnitude of the 

disturbance which had developed beyond Hadrian's Wall , as 

i n the known u n r e l i a b i l i t y of the Wall garrisons, which were 

soon to render act ive assistance i n encompassing the downfal l 

of that ba r r i e r . Handicapped as he must have been by t h i s 

knowledge, Lupicinus ' scanty success i s not unexpected; and 

four years a f t e r he r e t i r e d from the scene, the state of 

lawlessness and plunder again reigned unchecked. 

That the general disaster which f e l l upon the whole 

province i n 368 - the date of the end of the t h i r d Wall 

^ Amm. MarG>, XX, c . l . 
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period^ - was the r e su l t of a concerted plan by the d i f f e r e n t 
2 races of invaders i s d i r e c t l y averred by Ammianus Marcel l inus; 

that t h i s conspiracy also included part at least of the Wall ' s 
garr ison i s probable. The Theodosian reconstruct ion which 
fol lowed saw the reoccupation of the f o r t s of the Wall , but 
not the milecastles and tu r r e t s ; and the Arcani whom Theodosius 
was compelled to disband, f o l l o w i n g the reve la t ion of Valen-
t inus t army p l o t , may wel l have been the p a t r o l l i n g garr ison 
of the Wall.-^ I t i s not unreasonable to suppose that a 
peasant m i l i t i a , recru i ted from the l i t t l e - roman ized f r o n t i e r 
d i s t r i c t s , found i t not unnatural to make common cause wi th 
t h e i r neighbours beyond the Wall against the wealthy p rov in ­
c i a l s , w i t h t he i r widely d i f f e r e n t cu l tu re , whom they were 
supposed to protect . 

The reorganization undertaken by Theodosius about 370 

was very thorough. He real ised that the rea l threat to the 

northern f r o n t i e r s t i l l lay i n a f l ank rather than a f r o n t a l 

attack. For t h i s reason he constructed the series of s i gna l -

s tat ions along the Yorkshire coast from H u n t c l i f f to F i l e y , 

and by a supreme e f f o r t apparently occupied the corresponding 

sector on the western coast, which had almost been w r i t t e n 

o f f as l o s t . ^ 

^ A A 4 , v i i , 164 f f . 
2 XXVI, c. 4. 
3 AS suggested by B i r l e y , A A " * , i x , 213. 
4 Amm. Marcel l inus, x x v i i i , 3; HDEQ, 28b. 
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Unfortxinately f o r the c i v i l i z a t i o n of Roman B r i t a i n , 

the e f f i c i e n c y of successive restorat ions was doomed to 

waste owing to the i n s t a b i l i t y of the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n 

at imperial headquarters. I n 383> now f a m i l i a r story 

of imperial ambition, withdrarel of troops, and consequent 

collapse of the Wall f r o n t i e r , was repeated. A f t e r Maximus' 

adventure, d i f f i c u l t i e s nearer Rome prevented an immediate 

reoccupation; and when i n 395 S t i l i c h o eventually began to 

assert the sovereignty of Honorius, no attempt was made to 

preserve the Hadrianic f r o n t i e r . indeed, i t i s d i f f i c u l t 

to estimate precisely what form his reoccupation took. I t 

has been assumed that the coastal defence of Yorkshire was 

discontinued, but t h i s i s qui te uncertain; the scarci ty of 

subsequent coin issues i s too general a phenomenon to warrant 

such a conclusion. I t may be supposed that S t i l i c h o resorted 

to the old device of permit t ing ce r t a in of the less barbarous 

t r ibes to se t t l e w i t h i n the former boundaries of the province 

as ' f o e d e r a t i , ' i n the hope that , to preserve the i r new status 

and possessions, they would r e s i s t other more insa t iab le 

invaders. The movement of Cunedda and his Otadini from 

Scotland to North Wales, wi th perhaps a short period 'en 

route ' i n which they acted i n the capacity of frontiersmen 

i n place of the dismissed ' l i m i t a n e i , »̂  and his establishment 

of a Western dynasty a f t e r d r i v i n g out the S c o t t i s h invaders,^ 

^ i , 28a, n. 1. 
2 H i s t . Brittonum, cc. v i i i , I x v i (A.D.547). 
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may w e l l be an i l l u s t r a t i o n of tne new method of defence now 

f i n a l l y adopted without reservation. Yet there are signs 

that S t i l i o h o retained d i r ec t cont ro l over a cer ta in area of 

the o ld m i l i t a r y region. I t i s a p r i o r i probable - though 

proof i s yet lacking - that he made York the base f o r 

operations i n t h i s area; while at Bainbridge there i s a 

suggestion of rebui ld ing even i n th i s l a t e period.''" 

Quite apart from purely arcnaeological evidence, the 

testimony of the N o t i t i a Dignitatum must also be considered. 

This dooumenty a s e m i - o f f i c i a l manuscript, contains d e t a i l s 

of the c i v i l and m i l i t a r y establishment and d i spos i t ion of 

troops i n B r i t a i n . Bury has argued that i t dates from 428; 

and i t seems probable that i t records the f i f t h - c e n t u r y state 

of a f f a i r s i n par t , at leas t , of B r i t a i n , f o r of the f i v e 

counts of I t a l y , Strasbourg, Spain, l l l y r i c u m and B r i t a i n , 

each of whose establishment i s l i s t e d i n the N o t i t i a , none 

can be proved to have existed before the f i f t h century. 

But whatever be the view adopted regarding the p o s s i b i l i t y 

of a permanent reoocupation of B r i t a i n a f t e r the r e sc r ip t of 

Honorius, there can be no doubt that ce r ta in parts of the 

B r i t i s h section of the N o t i t i a out l ine a state of a f f a i r s 

very much e a r l i e r than 428. The whole body of archaeological 

evidence from Hadrian^s Wall i s unanimous i n i nd i ca t i ng that 

that f r o n t i e r was f i n a l l y abandoned i n 383; yet the N o t i t i a 

p.216 f f . 

^ JRS, X, 131-54. 
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gives a l i s t of regiments occupying f o r t s per lineam v a l l i , 

which proves that th i s section gives the arrangements which 

existed before the abandonment of the Wall f r o n t i e r . On the 

other hand, i t appears that the per lineam v a l l i sect ion can­

not be ea r l i e r than the f o u r t h century, f o r during the t h i r d 

century, and before the Constantian reorgeuiization, Oastie-

steads, a Wall f o r t , was occupied by the second cohort of 

Tungrians;^ yet there i s no reference at a l l to i t i n the 

Noti t i a . 

Certain of the f o r t s given as s i tuated per lineam v a l l i 

are known ac tual ly to be f u r t h e r south, but t h i s inaccuracy 

of course does not mean that they shared the f a t e of the Wall 

f o r t s . One of them, Virosidum, may possibly be i d e n t i f i e d 

w i t h Bainbridge, which may have been occupied r i g h t i n t o the 

f i f t h century.^ Although no d e f i n i t e conclusions can yet be 

reached, the N o t i t i a i s undoubtedly the key to the Roman 

occupation of the north at t h i s time, and a reasonable i f as 

yet unconfirmed explanation of the N o t i t i a may accordingly be 

t e n t a t i v e l y advanced. The l i s t of f o r t s under the Duke of 

B r i t a i n , whose headquarters were at York, may have been those 

ac tua l ly occupied at a cer ta in period a f t e r 383 - most 

probably, as Mr. Oollingwood suggests, that of s t i l i c h o 

(395-9).^ Then fo l lows a l i s t of f o r t s s i tua ted i n the 

^ OIL, 879. 
2 p.216 f f . 
^ QHE, i , 289. 
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remoter regions regarded as temporari ly, but not necessarily 

permanently, abandoned to the barbarians, comprising those of 

the Wall and the north-west coast, a l l included under the 

general heading per lineam v a l l i . Had only one non-Wall 

f o r t sl ipped i n t o t h i s section, i t might we l l be regarded as 

a c l e r i c a l mistake; but w i th so many, and considering the 

f a c t that the compiler of the l i s t obviously worked from east 

to west of the Wall , and then southwards down the west coast, 

such an explanation i s not tenable. Even i f Bainbridge be 

i n f a c t i d e n t i f i e d wi th Virosidum, t h i s does not necessarily 

mean the r e j ec t i on of the theory; rather does i t supply a 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r o f f i c i a l optimism i n re ta in ing the l i s t as 

an area whose eventual reoccupation was merely postponed. 

Bainbridge was the nearest of these s i tes to the d i s t r i c t 

s t i l l con t ro l l ed by the Duke of B r i t a i n ; the coin of 

Theodosius, and the very l a t e work on the East gate there, 

may qui te we l l indicate that S t i l i c h o had j u s t embarked on a 

piecemeal reclamation of the ' l o s t ' t e r r i t o r y when he was 

compelled to re turn to Rome to r e s i s t the Gothic p e r i l . 

The " foedera t i ' i n s t a l l e d i n the north and west probably 

helped to maintain f o r a time some d i rec t contact of trade and 

cul ture w i t h those parts of the province s t i l l occupied by 

Roman troops. On c i v i l s i t es as f a r north as Car l i s l e and 

Oorbridge, coins go down to Arcadius and Honorius. But 

^ Macdonald, Roman B r i t a i n 1914-28. 71-2. 
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t h e i r pos i t ion was an unnatural one. Honorius' renunciation 

of a l l r e spons ib i l i t y f o r the protec t ion of the province i n 

410 must have decided any who had not already done so, that 

i t would be wiser to act on personal considerations only. 

Whether or no a f i n a l reoccupation i n the south-eastern 

counties occurred £.417 endured f o r a decade, as 

Oollingwood takes the Richborough reports and the N o t i t i a 

section on the Count of B r i t a i n to indicate,-^ f o r the whole 

of the nor th , at any ra te , Procopius' statement must hold 

good: that B r i t a i n was never recovered hy the Romans a f t e r 

Constantine I I I , but wsis given over to the rule of tyrants . 

To adventure f u r t h e r i n t o the obscurity of f i f t h - c e n t u r y 

h is tory i n the search f o r an i n t e l l i g i b l e narra t ive would 

require a degree of imaginative reconstruction out of place 

i n t h i s chapter. 

^ OHE, i , 300-1. 
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( i i ) THE ANCIENT SOURCES. 

IN reviewing the h is tory of the Brigantes, a f u l l and balanced 

consideration of the Agricola , His tor ies and Annals of Tacitus 

i s essent ial . Tacitus i s our most important au thor i ty , not 

only because he furnishes the greater part of the mater ia l f o r 

reconstruct ion, but also because his l a t e r works gave him the 

opportunity of rev i s ing any mis-statements made i n his e a r l i e r 

w r i t i n g s ; thus i t i s upon the l a t e r work that rel iance must 

be placed i n the case of any contradic tory, or apparently 

contradic tory , statements. 

Tacitus* l i f e of Agricola , w r i t t e n i n A.D. 98,"̂  was the 

f i r s t of three l i t e r a r y works which have some bearing upon 

the h i s to ry of B r i t a i n . Although the scene of act ion i s 

almost e n t i r e l y confined to B r i t a i n , and his references are 

much more verbose than i n the more general works which fo l lowed, 

his statements of f a c t i n the Aarioola are therefore l i a b l e to 

be corrected i n the l a t t e r . Further, i t must be remembered 

tha t t h i s book i s a biography of his own f a the r - in - l aw , and 

that the natural bias tending to exalt a l l the achievements 

of the subject , a l l too common i n ordinary biographies, i s 

l i k e l y t o be present to some extent at leas t i n t h i s case. 

The His tor ies began to be published about A.D.104.^ The 

^ P-W, s.v. »P. Cornelius Tacitus,* co l . 1572. 

^ i b i d . , c o l . 1574. 
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Annals, c. 115-16,^ must therefore be presumed to represent 

Taci tus ' considered and f i n a l judgment on the a f f a i r s the re in 

mentioned. 
Of the ea r l i e s t Brigantian contact wi th Rome, the 

His tor ies give no account; but one clue comes from a 
reference i n what i s evidently a b r i e f r ecap i tu la t ion of 
Brigantian his tory i n the Annals. The wording of the 
passage implies that the period was treated more f u l l y i n 

one of the missing books of that work. I t i s stated that 

i n the governorship of Aulus Didius Callus, 

Hpost captum Caratacum praecipuus sc ien t i a r e i m i l i t s i r i s 
Venutius, e Brigantum c i v i t a t e , ut supra memoravi, 
fidusque d i u et Romanis armis defensus, cum Oartimanduam 
reginam matrimonio teneret."^ 

The only i n t e l l i g i b l e i n t e rp re t a t i on i s that f o r a con­

siderable period of time the two sovereigns had both been 

content to accept a c l i e n t status; and t h e i r decision must 

have been taken when Aulus Plautius f i r s t menaced the Brigan­

t i a n f r o n t i e r at two points w i t h a t o t a l formidable strength 

of three legions. Indeed, the conc i l i a to ry a t t i t ude adopted 

by Oartimandua and her consort i n a l l p robab i l i t y was la rge ly 

responsible f o r the decision of his successor, Ostorius, to 

branch o f f towards Wales: 
niamque ventum haud procul mari, quod Hiberniam insulam 
aspectat, cum ortae apud Brigantas discordiae retraxere 
ducem, des t ina t ion is certum, ne nova mol i re tu r n i s i 
prioribUB f i r m a t i s , et Brigantes quidem pauois qui arma 
coeptabant i n t e r f e c t i s , i n reliquos data venia resedere.w3 

^ P-W, s.v. 'P. Cornelius Tac i tu s , ' c o l . 1576* 
2 Ana»les> x i i , 40. 
^ m d . . X i i . 32. 
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Before doing so, he c l ea r ly considered that the Brigamtes had 

been brought peaceful ly i n to the Roman o r b i t ; his re turn and 

in te rven t ion to put down the dissensions which had arisen upon 

the departure of the Roman troops were i n support of a govern­

ment whose pol icy had been approved by Rome, but which had 

aroused strong opposit ion amongst ce r ta in subjects of the state. 

The only i n t e rp r e t a t i on which can reasonably be deduced 

from these fac t s i s tha t , on his advance to the north-west, 

Aulus Plautius induced Cartimandua to fo l low the example of 

prasutaguB and Oogidubnus i n accepting Roman suzerainty; the 

bargain was doubtless sealed by subsidies from Rome, and the 

promise of help against the opponents of the new protectorate , 

whether i n t e rna l or external . The armed protect ion stated to 

have been accorded to Venutius was i n f u l f i l m e n t of these 

condi t ions, and Ostorius* in te rven t ion may be taken as an 

instance of i t s appl ica t ion . 

Cartimandua was wel l s a t i s f i e d wi th the benefi ts r e su l t i ng 

from her po l i cy , however unpopular i t might be among c e r t a i n 

sections of her own people. Her intensely pro-Roman a t t i t ude 

was proved beyond question by her next act: 

"Ipse [sc. Oaratacus], ut ferme i n t u t a sunt adversa 
cum fiffein Cartimanduae reginae Brigantum pe t iv i s se t 
vinctus ac v i c to r ibus t r ad i tus est. none post anno ' 
quam bellum i n Br i t a j in i a coeptum. »1 

The mode of betrayal - he was captured 'by a trick<2 _ 

eloquent commentary on the queen's unscrupulous character. 
1 i b i d . , x i i , 36. 
2 H i s t . , i i i , 45-
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Oara^tacue can have had l i t t l e hope of response when he made 

his l a s t appeal f o r assistance against the invader. I t i s 

u n l i k e l y that he would have f a i l e d to sound the predominant 

m i l i t a r y power i n the north upon the prospects of co-operation, 

e i ther before or during his organization of resistance i n 

Wales. Moreover, by her early a l l iance w i t h Rome, Oartimandua 

had enabled the Romans to concentrate on his defeat without 

fear of d i s t r a c t i o n , and had thus mater ia l ly contr ibuted to 

h i s downfal l . But, l i k e Mary of Scotland, Oara^ltacus had no 

a l t e rna t ive ; and, l i k e her Tudor counterpart, though w i t h 

less hes i t a t ion , Cartimauidua was too much concerned f o r her 

own pos i t i on to a f f o r d a gesture of generosity. Eagerly 

seizing such sin opportunity of demonstrating her l oya l t y to 

her protec t ive a l l y , she t r i cked the f u g i t i v e i n t o placing 

himself i n her power, and then handed him over to the Romans. 

The subsequent sequence of events has f requent ly been 

misinterpreted, c h i e f l y through f a i l u r e to real ise that Tacitus 

i s , qui te na tu ra l l y , r ecap i tu la t ing i n the Annals the same 

events already described i n the His tor ies - an e n t i r e l y 

separate work: 

«Ea discordia et crebris b e l l i c i v i l i s rumoribus 
Br i t ann i sustulere ajaimos auctore Venutio, qui super 
insi tam ferociam et Romani nominis odium p r o p r i i s i n 
Cartimanduajoa reginam s t imul i s ewcendebatur. Oartimandua 
Brigantibus inper i t aba t , pollens n o b i l i t a t e ; et auxerat 
potentiam, postquam captixm per dolum rege Oarataco 
ins t ruxisse triumphum Glaudii Caesaris videbatur. inde 
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opes et rerum secundarijm luxus: spreto Venutio ( i s 
f u i t maritus) armigerum eius Vellocatum i n matrimonium 
regnumque accepit. concussa statim f l a g i t i o l | domus: 
pro marito s tudia c i v i t a t i s , pro adultero l i b i d o reginae 
et saevi t ia . i g i t u r Venutius a c c i t i s a u x i l i i s , simul 
ipsorum Brigantum defectione i n extremum discrimen 
Oartimanduam adduxit. turn p e t i t a a Romania praesidia 
et Cohortes alaeque nostras v a r i i s p r o e l i i s , exemere 
tamen per iculo reginam; regnum Venutio, bellum nobis 
re l ic tum. "1 

"sed post captxim Caratacum praecipuus ac i en t i a r e i 
m i l i t a r i s Venutius e Brigantum c i v i t a t e , ut supra 
memoravi, fidusque d iu et Romanis armis defensus, cum 
Cartimanduam reginam matrimonio teneret; mox or to 
d i s c i d i o et stat im bel lo etiam adversus nos h o s t i l i a 
induerat. sed prime tantum in t e r ipsos certabatur, 
ca l l id i sque Gartimandua ar t ibus fratrem ac propinquos 
Venut i i i n t e r c e p i t . inde accensi hostes, stimulants 
ignominia, ne feminae imperio subderentur, va l ida et 
l eo t a armis iuventus reginam eius invadunt. quod nobis 
praevieum, et missae a u x i l i o cohortes acre proelium fecere, 
cuius i n i t i o ambiguo f i n i s l a e t i o r f u i t . neque d i spa r i 
eventu pugnatum a legione, cu i Oaesiue Nasica praeerat; 
nam Didius senectute gravis et multa copia honorum per 
fflinistros agere et arcere hostem sat is habebat. 

The mention i n both oases of tne queen"s repudiat ion of 

Venutiue as the immediate cause of c i v i l war should be 

s u f f i c i e n t to d i sc red i t amy assumption that two separate 

revol t s are described.-^ Nor i s there any discrepancy between 

the two accounts as to the degree of success achieved by Roman 

in te rven t ion . Tacitus admits i n the His tor ies that , f o l l o w i n g 

Oartimandua's rescue, a state of open h o s t i l i t i e s prevai led . 

I n the Annals he says that a f t e r a precarious s t a r t the issue 

was 'more c h e e r f u l , ' which might wel l be taken to r e f e r to the 

^ i b i d . 

^ Annales, x i i , 40. 

^ Such as that made by Gollingwood, OHE, i , 97-b, 10?. 
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successful rescue of the queen; and that the governor, 

Didius, was content to 'hold o f f the enemy. The two 

accounts, i n f a c t , closely agree i n every essent ia l . 

The outbreak of the war dates short ly a f t e r the capture 

of Cara^tacuB i n A.D. 51, and the whole of the events 

de ta i led , inc luding the rescue of the queen by Roman 

in te rven t ion , are known from the passage i n the Annals 

to have taken place before the end of Didius* governorship 

i n A.D. 58. 

The sequence of events may now be reconstructed. i n 

reward f o r her valuable a id , Rome showed i t s gra t i tude to the 

Brigant ian queen by the bestowal of r iches. Oartimandua, 

conscious of the strength of the power wi th which she was so 

closely a l l i e d , watxed more haughty and overbearing. The 

culminating point was reached when she re jected her husband, 

Venutius, and added i n s u l t to i n j u r y by replacing him wi th 

Tenutius* own squire, Vellocatus, as her consort. The out­

raged husband, supported by the whole body of shocked publ ic 

opinion, proceeded to make open war upon the queen. At f i r s t , 

Oartimandua'8 power was such that she had no need to c a l l i n 

Roman assistance. Moreover, by some a r t f u l means she 

succeeded i n ge t t i ng Venutius' own brother and some of his 

kinsmen in to her power. The wave of ind igna t ion upon which 

venutius had launched his r e b e l l i o n was evident ly subsiding 
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when i n desperation he ca l led i n the assistance of a u x i l i a 

from outside the Brigant ian s tate . 

Of the m i l i t a r y power of these axxxilia there can be 
no question. They not only achieved tne defeat of tne 

queen's forces , which the revolted section of the Brigantes 

had unaided f a i l e d to do, but also engaged the Roman troops, 

inc luding a leg ion , w i t h considerable success. Although 

Oartimandua escaped Venutius' vengeance, the i n i t i a t i v e 

c l ea r ly now lay wi th him. Such was the prowess of his 

fo re ign forces tha t , according to the Annals, i t was the 

expectation of t h e i r invasion that p rec ip i ta ted Roman 

in te rven t ion . 

The d i s t r i c t from which they were drawn cannot have been 

w i t h i n Br igant ia i t s e l f ; the His tor ies draw a s p e c i f i c 

d i s t i n c t i o n between the revolted Brigantes and these 

a u x i l i a r i e s , and the enemy are spoken of as ' invading ' 

Oartimandua's t e r r i t o r y . Nor can they we l l have come from 

the south, which was by now extensively occupied by the Romans. 

The S i l u r e s , i t i s t r u e ^ s t i l l remained to be annexed. But 

they had jus t sustained a heavy defeat, and would obviously 

be too preoccupied w i t h t he i r own misfortunes to render such 

powerful assistance to a rebel l ious f a c t i o n i n another, f a r -

d i s tan t state. Nor i s there any reason to suppose that 

Venutius had any close connection wi th that t r i b e ; he had 
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acquiesced i n the a l l i a n c e w i t h Rome wh ich had enabled t h a t 

power t o devote i t s u n d i v i d e d a t t e n t i o n t o the r e d u c t i o n o f 

the S i l u r e s . 

I t must t h e r e f o r e be conc luded t h a t V e n u t i u s had a 

s t r o n g body of adherents somewhere t o the n o r t h o f B r i g a n t i a . 

I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t he was connected w i t h t h i s n o r t h e r n people 

Dy k i n , perhaps a member o f i t s r u l i n g f a m i l y , and t h a t h i s 

mar r i age w i t h Cart imandua represen ted an a l l i a n c e o f d y n a s t i e s . 

Smal le r t r i b e s are known t o have e x i s t e d on the f r i n g e s o f 

B r i g a n t i a - f o r example the T e x t o v e r d i i n the Tyne v a l l e y ; ^ 

b u t i t may be doubted whether these would be s u f f i c i e n t l y 

p o w e r f u l t o achieve the c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f success 

c r e d i t e d t o the a u x i l i a . I t i s f a r t h e r t o the n o r t h , i n 

the Lowlands o f S c o t l a n d , t h a t Venu t ius may be supposed t o 

have o b t a i n e d h i s n o n - B r i g a n t i a n f o r c e s . The s u p p o s i t i o n 

t h a t t hey l i v e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e f r o m the B r i g a n t i a n 

f r o n t i e r he lps t o e x p l a i n the de lay wh ich took p lace b e f o r e 

he secured t h e i r a i d . 

By A.D. 57, Venu t iu s was l e f t i n f u l l c o n t r o l o f B r i g a n t i a ; 

and f o r a dozen years he kep t the Romans f u l l y occup ied w i t h 

minor d i s t u r b a n c e s a long the sou the rn f r o n t i e r . Yet he f a i l e d 

t o take a g r e a t o p p o r t u n i t y o f a n n i h i l a t i n g the Roman armies a t 

the t ime of tne Boudiccan r i s i n g i n A » D . 6 l . That the 

B r i g a n t e s were n o t i n v o l v e d i n t h i s a f f a i r i s beyond q u e s t i o n , 

^ OIL , 712-
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i n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t the Ca ledon ian c h i e f t a i n Calgacus 

i s made t o r e f e r t o the B r i g a n t e s ais hav ing r e v o l t e d under a 

woman l e a d e r . The a t l l u s i o n i s o b v i o u s l y t o the r i s i n g o f 

the l o e n i under Boudicca : 

" B r i g a n t e s f e m i n a duce exu re re c o l o n i a m , expugnare c a s t r a , 
ac n i s i f e l i c i t a s i n socordiam v e r t i s s e t , exuere iugum 
p o t u e r e . «^ 

The r e a d i n g ' B r i g a n t e s ' may p o s s i b l y be a manusc r ip t 

e r r o r f o r ^ T r i n o v a n t e s ' ; T a c i t u s l a t e r s t a t e d s p e c i f i c a l l y 
2 

t h a t the I c e n i secured the a s s i s t ance o f the l a t t e r t r i b e , 

perhaps more l i k e l y i s the e x p l a n a t i o n t h a t i t r e f l e c t s a 

c e r t a i n c o n f u s i o n i n the mind o f T a c i t u s a t the t i m e ; l a t e r , 

wnen he had had more t ime i n w h i c h t o s tudy the h i s t o r y o f 

B r i t a i n c l o s e l y , he achieved g r e a t e r accuracy . The vague 

g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g p o l i t i c a l and g e o g r a p h i c a l d e t a i l 

w h i c h pervade the A g r i c o l a suppor t t h i s v i e w , i n auay case, 

s i n c e V e n u t i u s ' s u c c e s s f u l r e b e l l i o n B r i g a n t i a can no l o n g e r 

have been c o n s i d e r e d p a r t o f the Houaji p r o v i n c e . i t s 

i n h a b i t a n t s need n o t , t h e r e f o r e , be i n c l u d e d i n a r e b e l l i o 

t o t i u s B r i t a n n a e , ^ no r can they be s a i d exuere iufeiim. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e i s evidence t h a t the B r i g a n t e s were 

r i p e f o r t r o u b l e a t t h i s p e r i o d and c o u l d n o t be l e f t unwatched 

The Annals s t a t e , b r i e f l y , t h a t P e t i l i u s O e r i a l i s , l e g a t e o f 

^ A g r i £ . , x x x i , 8 5. 

^ A ima le s , x i v , 31. 
^ A g r i o > , x v i i i , § 4. 
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the N i n t h L e g i o n , w h i c h was s t a t i o n e d a t L i n c o l n , went out t o 

meet the r e v o l t e d t r i b e s f r o m the south and was r o u t e d , l o s i n g 

such i n f a n t r y as he had , bu t escaping w i t h the c a v a l r y : »»et 

v i c t o r B r i t a n n u s p e t i l i o O e r i a l i , l e g a t o l e g i o n i s nonae, i n 

subaidiiam a d v e n t a n t i obv ius f u d i t legionem e t quod ped i tum 

i n t e r f e c i t : O e r i a l i s cum e q u i t i b u s e v a s i t i n c a s t r a e t 

muniment is defensus e s t . " The s i g n i f i c a n t phrase i n t h i s 

passage i s 'quod pedi tum* and when c o n s i d e r e d i n the l i g h t 

o f the f o l l o w i n g p i e c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n , i t shows t h a t o n l y 

2,000 i n f a n t r y can have been l o s t , f o r Nero sent out t h a t 

number o f i n f a n t r y t o maJce good the l o s s o f l e g i o n a r y s o l d i e r s 

i n the N i n t h . ^ 

The i m p l i c a t i o n must be t h a t O e r i a l i s t ook o n l y o n e - t h i r d 

o f h i s l e g i o n t o meet the r e b e l s ; ajid i t seems p robab le t h a t 

the reason why he d i d no t take the f u l l l e g i o n was t h a t the 

B r i g a n t e s were suspec t , or even a c t u a l l y t roub lesome . Hence 

the main body o f the l e g i o n had t o be l e f t b e h i n d a t L i n c o l n 

t o guard the B r i g a n t i a n f r o n t i e r , even when the p o s i t i o n i n 

the s o u t h was h i g h l y c r i t i c a l . 

No r e a l l y s a t i s f a c t o r y e x p l a n a t i o n can be g i v e n f o r t he 

f a i l u r e o f V e n u t i u s t o i n t e r v e n e d e c i s i v e l y t o take advantage 

o f t h i s g r e a t o p p o r t u n i t y . Perhaps h i s i n f o r m a t i o n on the 

s t a t e o f a f f a i r s was i n a c c u r a t e . Perhaps h i s h e s i t a t i o n was 

1 Anna les , x i v , 32. 

2 
i b i d . , x i v , 38. 
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due t o an o v e r - c a u t i o u s s t r e a k i n h i s c h a r a c t e r - i t w i l l be 

remembered t h a t he took the s a f e course a l o n g w i t h Car t imandua 

i n a c c e p t i n g P l a u t i u s ' terms i n s t e a d o f s t a j i d i n g f i r m , w i t h 

the n a t i o n > s s u p p o r t , f o r complete independence; he i s n o t 

known t o have opposed the b e t r a y a l o f Cara^ tacus ; i n f a c t , 

i t r e q u i r e d an extreme f o r m o f h u m i l i a t i o n t o h i s p e r s o n a l 

honour t o goad Venu t iu s i n t o a c t i v e o p p o s i t i o n t o the queen ' s 

p o l i c y . A t h i r d p o s s i b i l i t y i s t h a t the n o r t h e r n a l l i e s 

upon whom he would n a t u r a l l y r e l y t o a g r e a t e x t e n t w o u l d 

he r e l u c t s u i t t o commit themselves t o a war i n suppor t o f a 

s t r ange peop le , the f u l l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f w h i c h they c o u l d 

s c a r c e l y be expected t o comprehend, and on unknown t e r r i t o r y 

f a r d i s t a n t f r o m t h e i r homes. The i n t e r n a l h i s t o r y o f 

B r i g a n t i a a t t h i s p e r i o d i s shrouded i n o b s c u r i t y ; b u t 

whatever the r eason , the o p p o r t u n i t y passed, Rome r e c o v e r e d 

he r g r a s p , and V e n u t i u s was compel led t o b i d e h i s t i m e . 

I n A.D. 69-70 i t seemed t h a t i t had come. The F o u r t e e n t h 

L e g i o n had a l r eady l e f t B r i t a i n i n c.67 f o r t h e c o n t i n e n t . 

How news o f i n t e r n a l d i s s e n s i o n a t the h e a r t o f the Empire 

was c o n f i r m e d by the d e p a r t u r e o f 8,000 men i n a l l f r o m the 

r e m a i n i n g t h r e e l e g i o n s i n s u p p o r t o f V i t e l l i u s . " ^ I n c r e a s i n g 

p res su re f r o m the B r i g a n t e s must have been a s t r o n g f a c t o r 

i n f l u e n c i n g Bo lanus ' u n w i l l i n g n e s s t o respond t o V i t e l l i u s t 

r eques t s f o r s t i l l more t r o o p s , ^ Even Ve spa s i a n ' s u l t i m a t e 

^ OHE, i , 108. ' 

^ i b i d . 



52. 

t r ix imph i n 69 d i d no t i m m e d i a t e l y ease the s i t u a t i o n , f o r he 

was compe l l ed t o r e c a l l the F o u r t e e n t h , w h i c h had j u s t r e t u r n e d 

t o B r i t a i n , t o suppress the r e v o l t o f O i v i l i s on the Rh ine . 

The opening words o f the passage i n T a c i t u s * H i s t o r i e s show 

t h a t V e n u t i u s used these events t o i n s p i r e toolder B r i g a n t i a n 

ons l augh t s on a d j a c e n t Roman t e r r i t o r y i n B r i t a i n . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y f o r the B r i g a n t e s , they reckoned w i t h o u t 

the p e r s o n a l i t y o f the new Emperor, who, u n l i k e h i s successor 

( D o m i t i a n ) d i d no t c o n c e n t r a t e h i s i n t e r e s t s o l e l y on the 

C o n t i n e n t , and the f a c t t h a t he had a v a i l a b l e a g e n e r a l who 

was t h o r o u g h l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e i r c o u n t r y . P e t i l i u s 

C e r i a l i s had commanded the N i n t h L e g i o n a t L i n c o l n a t the 

t ime o f the Boudicca j i r i s i n g ; he had won honour i n the 

Emperor ' s s e r v i c e a g a i n s t bo th V i t e l l i u s and C i v i l i s , and 

the new l e g i o n I I A d i u t r i x , wh ich had served amongst h i s 

f o r c e s , was no t r e q u i r e d e lsewhere . Vespasian h i m s e l f had 

commanded the Second L e g i o n i n B r i t a i n under Aulus P l a u t i u s ; 

and h i s pe r sona l knowledge o f the p r o v i n c e must have h e l p e d 

him t o r e a l i s e t h a t O e r i a l i s * exper ience a f f o r d e d an e x c e l l e n t 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a t l a s t resuming the o f f e n s i v e on the n o r t h e r n 

f r o n t . 

The H i s t o r i e s and Annals do n o t c a r r y t h e s t o r y beyond 

t h i s p o i n t , and h e n c e f o r t h a l l T a c i t u s * d i r e c t i n f o r m a t i o n 

i s p r o v i d e d t h r o u g h the b iog raphy o f A g r i c o l a . From t h i s 
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i t i s c l e a r t h a t Vespasian l o s t no t ime i n t a k i n g up the 

c h a l l e n g e , and f o r t h w i t h dec ided on the a d o p t i o n o f an 

aggress ive p o l i c y i n B r i t a d n : 

"Sed u b i cum c e t e r o orbe Vespasisuius e t B r i t a n n i a m 
r e c u p e r a v i t , magni duces, e g r e g i i e x e r c i t u s , m i n u t a 
hos t ium spes. e t t e r r o r e m s t a t i m i n t u l i t P e t i l i u s 
C e r i a l i s , Br igan tum c i v i t a t e m , quae numerosiss ima 
p r o v i n c i a e t o t i u s p e r h i b e t u r , adgressus. m u l t a p r o e l i a , 
e t adiquando non i n c r u e n t a ; magnamque Br igantum par tem 
au t v i c t o r i a amplexus es t aut b e l l o . e t C e r i a l i s quidem 
a l t e r i u s successor i s cursun famamque o b r u i s s e t : s u b i i t 
s u s t i n u i t q u e molem I t l l i u s F r o n t i n u s , v i r magnus, quantum 
l i c e b a t , validamque et pugnacem S i l u r u m gentem armis 
s u b e g i t , super v i r t u t e m hos t ium locorum quoque 
d i f f i c u l t a t e s e l u c t a t u s . t ' l 

Wi thout q u e s t i o n , the Roman f o r c e s i n B r i t a i n were i n 

b e t t e r case f o r l o y a l and s p i r i t e d c o - o p e r a t i o n than ever 

b e f o r e , as T a c i t u s e l o q u e n t l y i m p l i e s . The Second L e g i o n 

was e n t h u s i a s t i c i n suppor t o f i t s o l d commander, the new 

Emperor; I I A d i u t r i x had p l ayed a d i s t i n g u i s h e d p a r t i n 

p u t t i n g down the r e v o l t on the Rhine , and was, moreover , 

t o c o n t i n u e i n the s e r v i c e o f the man who had then l e d the 

l e g i o n t o v i c t o r y , w h i l e the same genera l would be h a i l e d by 

the N i n t h as i t s f o r m e r l e ade r . Wi th the whole i n s p i r e d by 

O e r i a l i s ' m i l i t a r y g e n i u s , the p o t e n t i a l i t i e s o f the Roman 

f o r c e s i n B r i t a i n are e a s i l y r ecogn i sed . T a c i t u s does no t 

o v e r - e s t i m a t e the new f e e l i n g o f c o n f i d e n c e which must have 

p r e v a i l e d . 

T a c i t u s i n d i c a t e s t h a t the r e i n v i g o r a t e d s p i r i t o f the 
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Roman army, and the d e c i s i v e way i n wh ich O e r i a l i s l aunched 

h i s a t t a c k , d i d much t o demora l i ze the B r i g a n t e s f r o m the 

o u t s e t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , f i g h t i n g was f r e q u e n t and f i e r c e , 

though i n the outcome O e r i a l i s , by the end o f h i s p e r i o d o f 

g o v e r n o r s h i p , had occup ied most o f the h o s t i l e t e r r i t o r y , 

and p a r t o f t h i s had been c o m p l e t e l y reduced t o s u r r e n d e r . 

The e x t e n t o f O e r i a l i s * campaigns i s the p o i n t o f o u t ­

s t a n d i n g impor t ance . I t i s obvious t h a t h i s p r i m a r y o b j e c t 

must have been the s u b j e c t i o n o f V e n u t i u s ; bu t s ince the 

l a t t e r d e r i v e d a f o r m i d a b l e p r o p o r t i o n o f h i s suppor t f r o m 

r e g i o n s n o r t h o f B r i g a n t i a , as the Romans had l o n g known, 

the o c c u p a t i o n o f these n o r t h e r n areas a l s o must have fo rmed 

an e s s e n t i a l p a r t o f O e r i a l i s ' programme. 

I t i s c l e a r b o t h f r o m t h i s passage, and a l so f r o m a 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f A g r i c o l a ' s campaigns,^ t h a t O e r i a l i s ' success 

was no t o n l y s u b s t a n t i a a , bu t p r a c t i c a l l y comple te . T a c i t u s , 

anxious t h a t h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w should compare f a v o u r a b l y w i t h 

a l l o t h e r g o v e r n o r s , was x i n l i k e l y t o bestow unnecessary p r a i s e 

on the l a t t e r ; y e t i n h i s b r i e f men t ion he c o u l d no t w i t h h o l d 

f r o m O e r i a l i s terms o f d e s c r i p t i o n which l e a v e no doubt o f the 

g rea tnes s o f the man and h i s achievements . i t i s t r u e t h a t 

T a c i t u s a l s o i m p l i e s t h a t some p o r t i o n o f B r i g a n t i a remained 

untamed. T h i s may p o s s i b l y be accounted f o r by the same 

I ^ " 
Anna les , x i i , 40. 

^ p . 6 2 - 4 . 
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p r o - A g r i c o l a n b i a s . The a l t e r n a t i v e e x p l a n a t i o n i s capable 

o f g r e a t e r s u b s t a n t i a t i o n ; i t may w e l l be u rged t h a t the 

d i s c r e p a n c y i s mere ly due t o T a c i t u s ' u n f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h the 

p o l i t i c a l geography o f t h i s p a r t of B r i t a i n - a d e f e c t o f 

h i s e a r l y w r i t i n g s which has a l r eady been no t i ced . -^ F u r t h e r ­

more, T a c i t u s * f a i l u r e t o d i s t i n g u i s h between the B r i g a n t e s 

and t h e i r n o r t h e r n a l l i e s , who a l s o f e l l under O e r i a l i s * 

c o n t r o l , i s added c o n f i r m a t i o n o f the vagueness o f h i s 

i n f o r m a t i o n . I t must be conc luded t h a t he i s t e r m i n g 

' B r i g a n t i a n * the whole confederacy e s t a b l i s h e d by V e n u t i u s , 

and i s no t c o n f i n i n g h i m s e l f t o the B r i g a n t i a n s t a t e p r o p e r 

as i t e x i s t e d under Oartimajadua. I n c i d e n t a l l y , h i s r e f e r ­

ence t o a g r e a t p o p u l a t i o n may perhaps be t aken t o s u p p o r t 

t h i s v i e w , f o r a l t h o u g h B r i g a n t i a i t s e l f i s known f r o m o t h e r 

sources t o have been e x t e n s i v e , the l a n d c o n t a i n e d majiy 

b a r r e n a c r e s , and has never been capable o f s u p p o r t i n g an 

a g r i c u l t u r a l p o p u l a t i o n i n p r o p o r t i o n t o i t s wide area . 

F o r t u n a t e l y , T a c i t u s ' d e f i c i e n c i e s can be s u p p l i e d f r o m 

no l e s s t han two o t h e r sources . The e l d e r P l i n y and S i l i u s 

I t a l i c u s n o t on ly c o n f i r m the v iew t h a t O e r i a l i s advanced f a r 

beyond the l i m i t s o f the B r i g a n t e s , bu t g i v e a d e f i n i t e 

i n d i c a t i o n o f the e x t e n t o f t h a t advance. The accuracy 

o f t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n i s shown by the f a c t t h a t , thoi igh b o t h 

I ' ~ 
p . 4 9 . 
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r e f e r e n c e s are o f an i n c i d e n t a l n a t u r e , they c l o s e l y 

c o r r o b o r a t e each o t h e r . P l i n y s t a t e s : 

" t r i g i n t a prope iam annis n o t i t i a m e i u s Romanis a rmis , 
non u l t r a v i c i n i t a t e m s i l v a e Oaledoniae p r o p a g a n t i b u s . 

The meaning i s s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d . I t i m p l i e s t h a t , 

' a lmos t t h i r t y y e a r s ' a f t e r the C laud ian i n v a s i o n , t h a t i s , 

by A .D. 73 l a t e s t , the Roman armies had reached the bo rde r 

o f the 'Ca l edon ian f o r e s t , ' bu t had no t y e t e n t e r e d t h a t 

t e r r i t o r y . Since O e r i a l i s took up h i s appoin tment i n 71, 

the s ta tement must be t aken t o i n d i c a t e the l i m i t o f h i s 

campaigns i n the season be fo re h i s r e t i r e m e n t f r o m B r i t a i n . 

S i l i u s I t a l i c u s , t o o , w r i t i n g under D o m l t i a n , remarks t h a t 

Vespas ian was the f i r s t t o l e a d h i s columns i n t o the groves 

o f Ca ledon ia : 

" h i n c p a t e r igno tam d o n a b i t v i n c e r e T h y l e n inque 
Galedonios p r imus t r a h e t agmina l u c e s . " 2 

As Vespasian d i e d i n the summer o f 79» A g r i c o l a , t hen i n t h e 

middle o f h i s second season, cannot be supposed t o have reached 

t h i s p o i n t be fo re h i s d e a t h ; ^ F r o n t i n u s i s s t a t e d by T a c i t u s 

t o have concerned h i m s e l f p r i n c i p a l l y w i t h Wales ;^ and the 

c o n c l u s i o n must t h e r e f o r e be t h a t i t was C e r i a l i s who had 

e s t a b l i s h e d h i m s e l f on the b o r d e r s o f C a l e d o n i a . 

^ Nat . H i s t , i v , § 102. 

^ PHSioa, i i i , v . 597-8. 

^ p . 6 6 - 7 . 

4 A g r i c . , x v i i . 
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The 'Ca l edon ian f o r e s t ' appears t o have covered the 

g r e a t e r p a r t o f the S c o t t i s h H igh l ands n o r t h o f the F o r t h -

Olyde i s t hmus . O e r i a l i s may have been i n immediate c o n t a c t 

w i t h t he O a l e d o n i i (whom pto lemy seems t o p l a c e , a p p r o x i m a t e l y , 

i n the r e g i o n now co r r e spond ing t o I n v e r n e s s - s h i r e and P e r t h ­

s h i r e ) , ^ f o r though A g r i c o l a d i d no t encounte r them u n t i l he 

had c rossed the Tay, south o f the Tay were some t r i b e s who 

were a p p a r e n t l y n o t unknown t o the Romans b e f o r e A g r i c o l a . 

Ye t t he evidence o f the e l d e r P l i n y and S i l i u s I t a l i c u s makes 

i t i m p o s s i b l e t o suppose t h a t the l a t t e r ranged very f a r south 

o f the Tay. They were , however, t o o s m a l l and weak t o o f f e r 

amy e f f e c t i v e r e s i s t a n c e t o A g r i c o l a ' s advance; a number o f 

s m a l l c l a n s may w e l l have occup ied the r e g i o n between the 

F o r t h and Tay v a l l e y s , o r a t most have reached as f a r sou th 

as the l i n e adopted by A g r i c o l a f o r h i s f o r t i f i c a t i o n o f the 

i s t h m u s , and l a t e r taken by the Antonine W a l l ; and i f t h i s 

l i n e were a l s o C e r i a l i s ' n o r t h e r n l i m i t , he c o u l d s t i l l be 

d e s c r i b e d as hav ing reached the neighbourhood o f the Ca ledon ian 

f o r e s t , w i t h o u t r e n d e r i n g i t necessary t o r e p u d i a t e the t r u t h 

o f T a c i t u s ' s t a t emen t . 

Since O e r i a l i s , t h e n , f o u n d i t necessary t o p roceed so 

f a r , t he a l l i e s o f Venu t ius i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y had t h e i r 

n o r t h e r n boundary somewhere i n the r e g i o n o f the F o r t h - C l y d e 

"^Geog., I I , i i i . 

2 A g r i o . , x x i i . Novas (he re and i n c . x x ) - ' f r e s h , ' as c o n -
TTra^ed w i t h i g n o t a s ( c . x x i v ) - 'Unknown. ' 
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i s t hmus . T h i s , o f course , does no t meaoi t h a t they occup ied 

the whole of the t e r r i t o r y between t h a t l i n e and B r i g a n t i a , 

though i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y they euid the B r i g a n t e s e x e r c i s e d a 

d o m i n a t i n g i n f l u e n c e on the l e s s e r peoples between them. I t 

i s suggested elsewhere t h a t some such s t a t e o f a f f a i r s was 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the f r i e n d l y a t t i t u d e o f c e r t a i n Lowland 

t r i b e s towards Rome, and f o r Rome's d e c i s i o n t o reoccupy 

Sco t l and i n the second c e n t u r y , a s s e r t i n g her p o s i t i o n as a 

p r o t e c t i v e power.^ The f r i e n d s o f the B r i g a n t e s are n o t 

known t o us by name. I n view o f t h e i r p robab le l o c a t i o n , 

however, and t h e i r r e p u t a t i o n as w a r r i o r s , a t e n t a t i v e 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n as the ances tors o f tne nuc leus o f the 

c o l l e c t i v e group l a t e r known as the Maeatae i s perhaps 

p o s s i b l e . V e n u t i u s ' a l l i e s a re , a t any r a t e , the o n l y 

d i s c o n t e n t e d element wh ich we know t o have e x i s t e d i n the 

Lowlands. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t they were tne people who, 

l e d by A r v i r a g u s , were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r Rome's i n a b i l i t y t o 
2 

h o l d Sco t l and under D o m i t i a n ; and l a t e r f o r U r b i c u s ' advance 

a t the beg inn ing o f p i u s ' r e i g n , when, because - u n l i k e the 

O a l e d o n i i - they c o u l d not be g e o g r a p h i c a l l y separa ted f r o m 

the more p e a c e f u l elements i n the Lowlands, they were reduced 

t o impotence f o r n e a r l y two g e n e r a t i o n s t h r o u g h the t r a n s p o r ­

t a t i o n o f l a r g e numbers o f men.3 i t may a l s o be s i g n i f i c a n t 

^ p . 8 1 - 5 . ~ ~ 
^ J u v e n a l , S a t i r e s , x i v , 196 f f . 
^ p . 8 1 - 2 . 
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t h a t i n t h e i r i n v a s i o n o f the p r o v i n c e a t the c lo se o f the 

second c e n t u r y the Maeatae had the c o - o p e r a t i o n o f the 

B r i g a n t i a n h i l l m e n . ^ N a t i o n a l and t r i b a l l o y a l t i e s or 

h a t r e d s are t r a d i t i o n a l and p e r s i s t e n t ; b u t even i f the 

Roman o c c u p a t i o n had d e s t r o y e d the c o n t i n u i t y o f such 

f r i e n d s h i p , common i n t e r e s t s s t i l l remained. Fundamen ta l l y , 

t h e i r p o s i t i o n a t the c l o s e o f the second c e n t u r y was 

unchanged f r o m t h a t o f the f i r s t - bo th were p o w e r f u l , 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y minded peoples who were capable o f l o o k i n g 

a f t e r themse lves , and resen ted Roman d o m i n a t i o n because i t 

d e p r i v e d them o f the o p p o r t u n i t y o f themselves d o m i n a t i n g 

the l e s s e r t r i b e s o f the n o r t h , and p l u n d e r i n g them a t w i l l . 

Of tne completeness o f O e r i a l i s ' success t h e r e can be no 

b e t t e r t e s t imony t h a n T a c i t u s ' i n a b i l i t y t o r e c o r d even a 

s i n g l e b a t t l e w h i c h c o u l d a f f o r d the o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a v i c t o r y 
2 

t o A g r i c o l a u n t i l he had passed beyond the Tay. Y e t , p a r t l y 

t h r o u g h a w h o l l y u n j u s t i f i a b l e c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

ev idence t o the e x c l u s i o n o f the suicient sources , p a r t l y 

t h r o u g h a t o o casua l aoceptsuice o f T a c i t u s ' g l o r i f i c a t i o n 

o f the e x p l o i t s o f A g r i c o l a , O e r i a l i s has h i t h e r t o never 

been g i v e n the c r e d i t f o r h i s g r e a t achievements . F inds 

d e f i n i t e l y d a t a b l e t o h i s p e r i o d o f g o v e r n o r s h i p are r a r e ; 

and i n d o u b t f u l cases the d a t i n g o f p o t t e r y t y p e s , swayed by 

the p r e v a i l i n g n o t i o n o f A g r i c o l a as the conqueror o f the 

^ p . 9 1 - 2 . 2 p . 63 , 66 . 
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n o r t h , has i n v a r i a b l y been a s c r i b e d t o the l a t e r r a t h e r t han 

the e a r l i e r p e r i o d . 

On on ly two s i t e s i s O e r i a l i a n o c c u p a t i o n u n i v e r s a l l y 

acknowledged - a t York**" and M a l t o n ; ^ but o n l y t o t a l unacqua in t -

ance w i t h the e s s e n t i a l , passages i n the a n c i e n t sources can 

account f o r the campaigns o f C e r i a t l i s be ing t h e r e f o r e assumed 

t o have been r e s t r i c t e d t o c e n t r a l and eas t Y o r k s h i r e . - ^ At 

C a r l i s l e , the p o t t e r y has been w i d e l y t aken t o i n d i c a t e a 

C e r i a l i a n f o u n d a t i o n , ^ bu t i t must be no ted t h a t t h i s v i e w 
5 

i s no t u n i v e r s a l l y h e l d . On tne Stanegate s i t e s o f 

Ches terholm and C o r b r i d g e , saso, t h e r e i s a p r e s i i m p t i o n 

i n f a v o u r o f o c c u p a t i o n i n t h i s p e r i o d . 

The gene ra l l a c k o f d a t a b l e evidence f o r C e r i a l i s , f a r 

f r o m n e c e s s i t a t i n g a r e s t r i c t e d e s t i m a t e o f h i s a c t i v i t i e s , 

i s , by i t s \ i n i v e r s a l n a t u r e , a warn ing t h a t i n the e x i s t i n g 

s t a t e o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l knowledge, the a u t h o r i t y o f the a n c i e n t 

sources must be regarded as a l l - i m p o r t a n t . So l o n g as 

O e r i a l i s ' presence i s axchaeologicgLl ly u n a t t e s t e d i n d i s t r i c t s 

Where i t i s g e n e r a l l y a d m i t t e d t h a t he must have o p e r a t e d , the 

absence o f l i k e ev idence f r o m the S c o t t i s h Lowlands cannot be 

a l l o w e d even as n e g a t i v e evidence a g a i n s t the r e c o g n i t i o n of 
JRS, X V , 192 ( M i l l e r ) . 

^ Oorder , Mai t o n , t> l . 

3 As i n i , 110. 
4 Bushe-Fox, A r c h . , I x i v , 311. 
5 e ^ . H a v e r f i e l d and A t k i n s o n , . 0W_, x v i i (19lb-17), 235-50. 
6 A A 4 , XV, 282. 
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h i s a x ) t i v i t i e B h e r e . Even on s i t e s such as Meltham and 

K i r k l e e s i n sou th -wes t Y o r k s h i r e , which have been a t t r i b u t e d 

t o him on o t h e r g r o u n d s , a n d where no l a t e r o c c u p a t i o n took 

p l a c e t o confuse the ev idence , e x c a v a t i o n r e v e a l e d no d a t a b l e 

f i n d s - The defences the re were o f a c rude F l a v i a n t y p e , 

o b v i o u s l y o f a temporary c h a r a c t e r ; and i t i s o b v i o u s , on 

c o n s i d e r i n g what C e r i a l i s ' o b j e c t s we re^ tha t he had no t ime 

t o p l a n a permanent o c c u p a t i o n w i t h c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n t o 

s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n and communicat ions . That f u n c t i o n was 

l e f t t o A g r i c o l a . C e r i a l i s ' t n r e e years o f g o v e r n o r s h i p 

were a c t i v e , h i s army m o b i l e . There must be many temporary 

s i t e s , h a s t i l y s e l e c t e d by C e r i a l i s and l a t e r abandoned by 

A g r i c o l a i n f a v o u r o f p o s i t i o n s more s u i t a b l e f o r the permanent 

o c c u p a t i o n o f a d i s t r i c t ; perhaps Dent , on the l i n e o f the 

Craven Way between York and C a r l i s l e , where no t r a c e remains 
2 

above g round , i s a t y p i c a l i n s t a n c e . Such s i t e s are 

d i f f i c u l t t o e s t a b l i s h , and even when excava ted axe s i n g u l a r l y 

u n i n f o r m a t i v e . T h e i r more complete and t h o r o u g h i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

i s u r g e n t l y r e q u i r e d o f R o m a n o - B r i t i s h a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h . 

I t i s t h e r e f o r e u n l i k e l y t h a t O e r i a l i s would a t t emp t t o 

c o n s t r u c t such a s o l i d type o f c a s t e l l u m as A g r i c o l a f o u n d 

necessary . P o s s i b l y , t o o , O e r i a l i s was somewnat i n f e r i o r 

t o A g r i c o l a as a m i l i t a r y eng inee r , though as a f i e l d g e n e r a l 
^ Richmond, H u d d e r s f i e l d . 21 -7 . 

^ p. 174 . 
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he had no s u p e r i o r . i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 

t h a t the t r a c e s o f F r o n t i n u s i n n o r t h Wales are much more 

numerous than those o f C e r i a l i s i n the n o r t h o f B r i t a i n ; 

f o r F r o n t i n u s h i m s e l f was a s k i l l e d eng inee r , a l e a d i n g 

w r i t e r on m i l i t a r y s t r a t e g y , and au thor o f the ' ^St ra teg j tmata ." 

On the o t h e r hand, the a rea occup ied by F r o n t i n u s i s much 

s m a l l e r than t h a t covered by C e r i a l i s , the f i n a l i t y o f whose 

conquest o f Venu t iu s and h i s a l l i e s was i n i t s e l f an amazing 

achievement i n the t ime a t h i s d i s p o s a l . 

T a c i t u s ' accounts o f the a c t i v i t i e s o f F r o n t i n u s have 

a s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , because they bear ou t the c o n t e n t i o n 

made r e g a r d i n g h i s d e s c r i p t i o n o f the conquest of the 

B r i g a n t e s - namely, t h a t he i s no t averse f r o m b e l i t t l i n g 

the achievements o f A g r i c o l a ' s predecessors i n o rde r t o 

enhance the g l o r y o f the o b j e c t o f h i s b i o g r a p h i c a l e u l o g y . 

I t i s o n l y f r o m an i n c i d e n t a l r e f e r e n c e i n a l a t e r passage"^ 

t h a t we l e a r n t h a t Roman g a r r i s o n s had been s t a t i o n e d i n the 

t e r r i t o r y o f the Ordovices o f c e n t r a l and n o r t h - w e s t Wales 

b e f o r e A g r i c o l a ' s a r r i v a l . The outbreak d e t a i l e d by T a c i t u s 

a p p a r e n t l y o c c u r r e d i n the i n t e r r e g n u m between the d e p a r t u r e 

o f F r o n t i n u s and the a r r i v a l o f A g r i o o l a ; i n a l l e s s e n t i a l s , 

the ground must have been t h o r o u g h l y p repa red f o r A g r i c o l a t o 

d i spose o f the people o f t h a t d i f f i c u l t c o u n t r y i n the space 

o f one s h o r t cajaipaign. 

i 
A g r i c . , x v i i i . 
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A g r i o o l a , who succeeded F r o n t i n u s i n A .D. 78,^ r e ­

conquered t he I s l e o f Anglesey i n h i s f i r s t season, a f t e r 
2 

c o m p l e t i n g the conquest o f the Ordovices . Next summer he 

took the f i e l d agsi in : 

Hsed u b i aestas advenit, c o n t r a c t o e x e r c i t u m u l t u s 
i n agmine, laudare ,^ modestiam, d i s i e c t o s c o e r c e r e ; l o c a 
c a e t r i s i p s e capere , a e s t u a r i a ac s i l v a s i p s e p r a e t e m p t a r e ; 
e t n i h i l i n t e r i m apud h o s t i s qu ie tum p a t i , quo minus 
s u b i t i s e x c u r s i b u s p o p u l a r e t u r ; atque u b i s a t i s t e r r u e r a t , 
parcendo r u r s u s i n v i t a m e n t a p a c i s o s t e n t a r e . qu ibus rebus 
mul t ae c i v i t a t e s , quae i n i l l x i m diem ex aequo e g e r a n t , 
d a t i s o b s i d i b u s i r am posuere e t p r a e s i d i i s c a s t e l l i s q u e 
c i r c i j m d a t a e , e t t a n t a r a t i o n e curaque , u t n u l l a an te -z 
B r i t a n n i a e nova pars p a r i t e r i n l a c e s s i t a t r g i n s i e r i t . " 

The o u t s t a n d i n g problem p re sen t ed by t h i s passage i s the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t he d i s t r i c t i n w h i c h A g r i c o l a was o p e r a t i n g . 

A n a l y s i s y i e l d s the f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s o f i n f o r m a t i o n : f i r s t , i t 

was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by woods and e s t u a r i e s ; s econd ly , i t 

c o n t a i n e d 'many s t a t e s ' which o f f e r e d no r e s i s t a n c e t o the 

p rocess o f o c c u p a t i o n , a l t h o u g h they showed a c e r t a i n amount 

o f f e a r f u l resen tment ; and t h i r d l y , a l t h o u g h h i t h e r t o they 

had been p e r m i t t e d t o r e t a i n t h e i r independence, i t i s c l e a r 

b o t h f r o m the w o r d i n g o f t h i s passage and f r o m the c o n t r a s t 

w i t h C .24, where i t i s s p e c i f i c a l l y s t a t e d t h a t the Romans 

v e n t u r e d f o r t h i n t o unknown t e r r i t o r y , t h a t t h i s a rea was 

a l r e a d y known t o t he Romans. The n a t u r a l e x p l a n a t i o n i s 

^ OTffi, i , 119, n . 2 . 

^ A g r i c . , x v i i i . 
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t h a t these were t r i b e s who had threatened no trouble t o 
CerialiSy who must throughout have concentrated on the 
conquest of the Venutian confedersusy. Content th a t they 
should remain n e u t r a l , and r e a l i s i n g t h a t i n any case they 
were weak and almost n e g l i g i b l e as a m i l i t a r y f a c t o r , he had 
not troubled t o occupy t h e i r t e r r i t o r y . This occupation, 
as he had expected, proved to be purely a r o u t i n e duty; 
Agrioola experienced no d i f f i c u l t y i n b r i n g i n g the natives 
under Roman sway. 

The d e s c r i p t i o n of woods and estuaries has usu a l l y been 
taken t o apply t o the west coast between Chester and C a r l i s l e . 
There i s , moreover, good reason to believe t h a t the n o r t h ­
west was occupied by people outside the scope of B r i g a n t i a n 
i n f l u e n c e , of a backward c u l t u r e , who would f a l l easy prey to 
any m i l i t a r y power which considered the occupation of t h a t 
barren region worth while.^ On the other hand, these people 
seem t o have had no developed p o l i t i c a l organization such as 
would j u s t i f y Tacitus' use of the term ' c i v i t a t e s * ; and no 
evidence of Agricolan foundation has so f a r come t o l i g h t i n 

any of the f o r t * of Cumberland, Westmorland and L a n c a s h i r e -
2 

north-of-the-Sands. 

T h i s d e s c r i p t i o n can, i n f a c t , be a p p l i e d e q u a l l y w e l l 

to the e a s t c o a s t , where l i v e d at l e a s t one t r i b e which was 

2 Collingwood (Arch. I x x i 7-8) p o s t u l a t e d an A g r i c o l a n founda­t i o n a t Hardkmrtr, but Dr. Steer»s examination of the o o t t e r v f a v o u r s a date n e a r e r Hadrian than A g r i c o l a ( p e r s o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n j . 
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s u f f i c i e n t l y developed to be given separate r e c o g n i t i o n by 
Ptolemy, - the O t a d i n i , c r e d i t e d i n the Geographia w i t h three 
oppida> of which Bremenium has been i d e n t i f i e d w i t h High 
Rochester. The Gadeni were also placed hereabouts by 
Ptolemy."*- Furthermore, there are i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h i s 
area c o n t r o l l e d by Dere Street was never h o s t i l e t o Rome, 
and t h a t i t s p r o t e c t i o n was, i n f a c t , o f t e n something i n 
the nature of a l i a b i l i t y . ^ The association w i t h Ounedda 
i n the l a t e f o u r t h century i s a f u r t h e r proof of the f r i e n d ­
ship which had developed between tne Otadini and Rome.^ 
Between them and the Brigantes other peaceful t r i b e s probably 
e x i s t e d , not important enough t o gain mention from Ptolemy, 
but nevertheless p o l i t i c a l l y well-developed; one, at l e a s t , 
i s known t o have existe d i n the Tyne v a l l e y , where the c u r i a 
of the Textoverdi was g i v i n g a lead to the people i n r e l i g i o u s 
a f f a i r s i n the second century.^ 

That the east coast i s p r e f e r a b l y t o be regarded as the 
scene of operations i n Agricola's second season i s supported 
by p r a c t i c a l considerations r a i s e d by Tacitus' next r e l e v a n t 
statement: 

i ~ 
Oeog., I I , i i i . 

^ p. 84-5. 
^ p.84. 
4 

OIL. 712. 
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" T e r t i u s expeditionum annus novas gentis a p e r u i t , 
v a s t a t i s usque ad Tfiuiaum ( a e s t u a r i o nomen est) nationibus. 
qua formidine t e r r i t i hostes queunquam c o n f l i c t a t u m saevis 
tempestatibus exeroitum lacessere non ausi; ponendisque 
insuper c a s t e l l i s spatium f u i t . adnotabant p e r i t i non 
alium ducem opportunitates locorum sapientius l e g i s s e . 
nullxim ab A g r i c o l a positum castellum aut v i hostium 
expugnatum aut pactione ac fuga desertum; nam adversus 
moras obs i d i o n i s annuls c o p i i s firmabauxtur. 

I n h i s t h i r d season (A.D. 80) A g r i c o l a was s t i l l operating 
i n t e r r i t o r y already known t o the Romans,^ and progressed as 
f a r as the estuary of the Tanaus. This must unquestionably 
be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the Tay, as the marginal v a r i a n t 'Taum' 
i n the majiuscript i n f a c t suggests.^ Although i t has been 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h everything resembling an estuary between Tees 
and Tay, i t cannot be south of the Forth-Olyde isthmus, since 
the f o u r t h season was e n t i r e l y spent i n securing the country 
which had been overrun; and tnere i s no i n d i c a t i o n of any 
f u r t h e r advance before the f o r t i f i c a t i o n of the Forth-Olyde 
l i n e , as Anderson wrongly assumes.^ I t has been demonstrated 
t h a t Scotland as f a r as the isthmus was w e l l acquainted w i t h 
the Roman arms by the end of C e r i a l i s * governorship, so t h a t 
the 'new nations* opened up by A g r i c o l a must have occupied 
the land approximately between the Forth and the Tay. 

1 
Agrio., x x i i . 

2 Note 2, p. 57. 

^ Agric., I n t r o d , I v i , and p.106, s.v. Tanaum, 

^ I b i d . , i n t r o d . I v i i . 
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A g r i c o l a must have progressed f a i r l y slowly. His care 
i n the s e l e c t i o n and d i s p o s i t i o n of s i t e s f o r f o r t s i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y noticed by Tacitus, who confirms the view 
t h a t he was planning and p u t t i n g i n t o e f f e c t a scheme of 
occupation intended t o be permanent. Such work must have 
taken considerably longer than a march merely of conquest, 
when camps were thrown up h a s t i l y emd were only of a 
temporary character. I t i s therefore a p r i o r i probable 
t h a t A g r i cola spent more than one season i n h i s advance from 
the legionary base at York to the Tay, and tha t the f i r s t of 
these ( h i s second i n B r i t a i n ) took him perhaps as f a r as 
Kewstead i n the Tweed v a l l e y , where the e a r l i e s t of f i v e 
superimposed f o r t s has been dated t o t h i s period,^ but 
possibly even t o the Forth; Tacitus does not mention t h a t 
the t h i r d year saw the conclusion of the work of c o n s o l i d a t i o n 
before fresh conquests were embarked upon. This t h i r d season 
expedi t i o n beyond the isthmus s a t i s f i e d A g r i c ola t h a t no b e t t e r 
l i n e than the l a t t e r was ava i l a b l e f o r the c o n s o l i d a t i o n of the 
ground won. I t also served t o e s t a b l i s h t h a t c o n t r o l of a 
c e r t a i n area beyond the main l i n e of defence noted elsewhere 
as a common feature of Roman p o l i c y . ^ 

Under Agricola*s governorship, the Brigantes appear to 
r Curie, Newstead, 22 f f . 

-̂ p,83-5. 
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have accepted Roman overlordship without much outward p r o t e s t , 
and t o have shared t o some extent i n the general d r i f t towards 
more i n t e n s i v e romanization which was then taking place. 
Neither l i t e r a r y nor archaeological evidence provides any 
i n d i c a t i o n that the f o r t i f i c a t i o n of the Stanegate, l i k e 
t h a t of the Stainmore road, was i n s p i r e d by anything more 
thaji the general p r a c t i c a l a d v i s a b i l i t y of guarding the 
important l i n e s of commxinication between the two coasts. 
A reference by Juvenal to the c a s t e l l a Brigantum has some­
times been taken t o i n d i c a t e t h a t the Brigantes were s t i l l 
o f f e r i n g a ctive opposition i n the l a t e f i r s t century: 

"Dirue Maurorum a t t e g i a s , c a s t e l l a Brigantum, 
ut looupletem^ aquilam t i b i sexa^esimus annus 
adf erat. »< 1 

The s a t i r i c a l context, nowever, makes i t c l e a r t h a t p r e c i s e l y 
the reverse i s the case. The c a s t e l l a may be i n t e r p r e t e d 
e i t h e r as puny works, whose d e s t r u c t i o n was a mere d e t a i l of 
the s o l d i e r s * r o u t i n e labour, or as strongholds now unoccupied 
BJad f a l l i n g i n t o disuse. 

There i s , i n f a c t , no evidence of a recrudescence of 
Bri g a n t i a n power u n t i l the second decade of the next century, 
and i t i s extremely u n l i k e l y t h a t a native leader could have 
been g i v i n g such tr o u b l e i n t h i s area t h a t h i s name was 
f a m i l i a r i n Rome, when the Roman m i l i t a r y establishment i n 

^ S a t i r e s , x i v , 196 f f . 
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the northern Pennines was a t i t s o r i g i n a l s t r e n g t h , and where 
the archaeological evidence everywhere confirms the assumption 
o f a peaceful s t a t e of a f f a i r s . Only i n Scotland can 
Arviragus "be reaaonalDly supposed to have gained a r e p u t a t i o n 
which could harass the mind of the emporor i n Rome;'' and 
Juvenal*s reference^ can scarcely be connected w i t h any 
B r i t i s h a f f a i r other than the r e t r e a t of the Roman armies 
t o the Stanegate f r o n t i e r towards the end of the r e i g n of 
Domitian^, 

By the accession of Hadrian, however, there can be no 
doubt t h a t discontent and a c t i v e r e v o l t were r i f e i n B r i t a i n . 
Spartian mentions a successful B r i t i s h r e b e l l i o n at the time 
of the accession: 

"Adeptus imperium ad priscum se s t a t i m morem 
i n s t i t u i t e t tenendae per orbem t e r r a r m paci operam 
impendit. nam d e f i c i e n t i b u s i i s nationibus quas Traianus 
subegerat, Mauri lacesselDant, Sarmatae bellum i n f e r e b a n t , 
B r i t a n n i t e n e r i sub Romana d i c i o n e non poterant, Aegyptus 
s e d i t i o n i b u s urgebatxar, Libva denique ac Pale s t i n e 
r e b e l l e s anlmos e f f e r e b a n t " ^ 

His evidence i s confirmed by Pronto: 
"avo vestro Hadriano imperium optinente quantum 

m i l i t u m ab ludaeis , quantum ab B r i t a n n i s caesum"5 
That the t r o u b l e was i n f a c t an i n t e r n a l r e v o l t and not 

an invasion i s c l e a r from these w r i t e r s , and confirmed by the 

^ i b i d . , i v , 126 
2 "Regem aliquem capies aut de temone Britanno excidet 

Arviragus" 
^ P.i3-15 
^ H i s t . Aug. *Hadrianus, * V.2 
5 Loebe ed. Vol. I I , p. 22 
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f a c t t h a t no trace of d e s t r u c t i o n occurs on the Stanegate at 
t h i s time. That i t i s l i k e l y to have been centred i n 
B r i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y i s probable from a v a r i e t y of reasons 
t o be considered, but p r i n c i p a l l y from the disappearance from 
h i s t o r y of the Ninth l e g i o n , which was s t a t i o n e d at York. I n 
lOb-9 i t i s l a s t mentioned on an i n s c r i p t i o n at York;"^ by 122 

2 
i t was replaced there by the l e g i o n VI V i c t r i x . Taken i n 
conjunction w i t h the l i t e r a r y evidence of the period, the 
suggestion must be t h a t there was a severe reversal to the 
Roman arms about the time of Hadrian's accession i n 117. 

There are, however, no traces of a d i s a s t e r at York at t h i s 
time. I t seems probable t h a t i n a contest i n tne open f i e l d 
the Ninth disgraced i t s e l f , and was discontinued as a f i g h t i n g 
u n i t . R i t t e r l i n g ^ and Collingwood^ argue on these l i n e s on 
the ground t h a t l a t e r records of men serving elsewhere i n the 
Empire who had previously served i n the Ninth show t h a t they 
only received promotion at a much slower r a t e than was the 
usual custom. Since both are l a t i c l a v i i ^ however, (and 
t h e r e f o r e not serving at the same time, since each l e g i o n 
had only one l a t i c l a v i u s ) , they are wrong i n a t t r i b u t i n g 
t h i s laggardly progress to any one p a r t i c u l a r d i s a s t e r . 
1 OIL, 241. 
^ P-W- s.v. Legio, c o l . 1606. 
3 i b i d . , cols. 1668-9. 

4 fflE, i , 129, n .2 . 
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Yet the argument i s not wholly n u l l i f i e d ; t h e i r slow 
promotion may s t i l l have been due to the bad record of the 
Ninth l e g i o n which had been i n c u r r i n g d i s a s t e r s over a long 
period of time - instance the u t t e r r o u t of a large v e x i l l a t i o n 
of t h a t u n i t when stationed at Lin c o l n at the time of the 
Boudiccan r e v o l t - and which must have been a by-word f o r 
bad d i s c i p l i n e and organisation. 

The withdrawal c.A.D. y6 of one of the fo u r legions i n 
B r i t a i n ( I I A d i u t r i x ) must have weakened the Roman p o s i t i o n 
and i n s p i r e d hope of regaining t h e i r independence among the 
Brigsuates. The a t t e n t u a t i o n of the p r o v i n c i a l g a r r i s o n may 
have had a s i m i l a r e f f e c t upon t h e i r former a l l i e s i n Scotland, 
possibly l e d by Arviragus, where i n a b i l i t y t o po l i c e them 
e f f e c t i v e l y was responsible f o r the Romans* de c i s i o n t o r e t i r e 
to the Stanegate l i n e . Encouraged by the successful example 
of a northern t r i b e , the Brigantes eventually burst i n t o 
a c t i v e r e v o l t . Long before t h i s occurred, however, unrest 
i n the Br i g a n t i a n area may have influenced the Romauis i n the 
resolve t o concentrate t h e i r f r o n t i e r g a r r i s o n f u r t h e r t o the 
south. Throughout the second century the Brigantes formed 
t h a t most dangerous of enemies - the enemy w i t h i n the stat e . 
Certeanly there i s nothing t o suggest t h a t the B r i g a n t i a n 
p o l i t i c a l character had been moulded s u f f i c i e n t l y f o r them 
so much as t o approach the d e s c r i p t i o n of the Cornovii, from 
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the evidence of the Wroxeter i n s c r i p t i o n , as " i n t h e i r 
corporate capacity the representatives of the Roman 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

I t would, however, be unwise to suggest t h a t the 
discontent which was r i f e i n B r i g a n t i a at t h i s period was 
corporate, i n the sense t h a t i t pervaded a body p o l i t i c and 
un i t e d i t i n an organised demonstration of a c t i v e p r o t e s t . 
A l l the evidence we possess in d i c a t e s t h a t as a state capable 
of u n i f i e d and independent a c t i o n , B r i g a n t i a was f i n a l l y 
crushed i n those c r i t i c a l years of the struggle w i t h O e r i a l i s . 
The monarchy, at any r a t e , must have vanished i n t o o b l i v i o n 
a t t h a t time, and tne evidence i n d i r e c t l y furnished by Hadrian's 
reorganization of the northern defences i n d i c a t e s t h a t much of 
the d i s t r i c t which had formerly oeen the centre of B r i g a n t i a n 
c u l t u r e ajid a d m i n i s t r a t i o n no longer tnreatened t r o u b l e t o 

1 a 
Rome. Apart from tne stanegate f o r t s and t n a t at Mai ton, 
which were now abandoned, c e r t a i n others i n the B r i g a n t i a n 
area were also evacuated, i n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t r e v o l t 
i s known to have been simmering of l a t e i n some par t s of the 
t r i b a l t e r r i t o r y . There i s no reason to suppose t h a t the 
d i s a f f e c t i o n was on a large, combined scale; and the 
knowledge of f o r t s whose garrisons could s a f e l y be t r a n s f e r r e d 
north a t t h i s time af f o r d s a clue to those d i s t r i c t s which d i d 
^ Oollingwood, JRS., x i v , 244. 

Gorder, Mai ton, 69. 
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not share i n the disturbances, or at l e a s t were not expected 
to give f u r t h e r t r o u b l e . Richmond has commented on the 
peaceful atmosphere i n which tne garrison and camp f o l l o w e r s 
of Slack and Oastleshaw - a s t a t i o n whose now inconsiderable 
strength had evoked no ill-consequences - i n the Huddersfield 

1 
d i s t r i c t , had f l o u r i s h e d ; and tne f a c t t h a t those garrisons 
could be withdrawn w i t h confidence c. A.D.125 confirms the view 
t h a t what had formerly been the centre of the B r i g a n t i a n state 
no longer harboured any considerable p r o p o r t i o n of discontented 
s p i r i t s . I t i s f u r t h e r north, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the f e l l s of 
n o r t h Yorkshire, t h a t we must look f o r signs of n a t i v e 
resistance. There we f i n d the stainmore route heavily 
guarded, and continued occupation at Bainbridge. The 
excavations at I l k l e y were too inconclusive to permit of 
r e l i a b l e deductions as t o i t s early h i s t o r y ; but the 
nximerous destructions and r e b u i l d i n g s i n d i c a t e t h a t i t 
s u f f e r e d h e a v i l y under l o c a l r i s i n g s t i n t i l i t was f i n a l l y 

2 
abandoned altogether. At North Stainley i s the unusual 
feature of a s t r o n g l y f o r t i f i e d country residence. A f a i r l y 
accurate modern p a r a l l e l may be drawn w i t h the e f f e c t s of the 
I t a l i a n occupation of Abyssinia. One r e s u l t of tne Roman 
occupation of B r i g a n t i a would be to d r i v e i n t o the remoter 
regions a few bold but i s o l a t e d bands of men whose f i r s t not 
^ Huddersfield, bO-3. 

^ Woodward, Y.A.J, x x v i i i , 137-326-
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u n s e l f i s h i n s p i r a t i o n gradually degenerated i n t o the p r a c t i c e 
of brigandage, while they sheltered i n l a i r s of North York­
sh i r e and Weardale (witness the Heathery Burn cave occupation). 

I t i s q u i t e l i k e l y , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
the f r o n t i e r conveniently known as Hadrian's Wall, though i n 
f a c t the Wall i s but one of several elements i n t h a t defensive 
system, was i n s p i r e d by a Brigantian r e v o l t i n wnich the Ninth 
l e g i o n suffered so severely as t o be disbanded, c_.II7. 
Although York was apparently unscathed, the Parisian c a p i t a l 
a t Brough-on-Humber also seems t o have suffered. Recent 
excavations show t h a t r e b u i l d i n g i n Romaji s t y l e e arly i n the 
second century was i n t e r r u p t e d , and "when b u i l d i n g operations 
were again resumed, the defences received f i r s t a t t e n t i o n . 
So secure had tne Petuarians been i n the Pax Romana t h a t no 
attempt seems t o have been made to defend the e a r l i e r town. 
Now they dug around i t three great ditches and erected, on 
a f i r m foundation of f l a t stones, a rampart of l a i d turves."^ 

Many students have been tardy i n recognising the manifold 
character of the Wall's defences. I t s purpose as a b a r r i e r 
t o invasions by the aggressive nortnern t r i b e s i s obvious; 
equally important, however, was i t s r e l a t i o n to the enemy 
behind the f r o n t i e r . Horsley, indeed, negatives such an 
idea,^ and Gollingwood i s emphatic i n h i s view t h a t Horsley's 

1 Gorder, Petuaria. 

^ BR, 12 6-7-
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arguments against such a theory are i r r e f u t a b l e . ^ Yet aui 
examination of Horsley's t e x t i n the l i g h t of present know­
ledge scarcely produces such a convincing e f f e c t . I t i s 
w e l l known th a t the Hadrianic f r o n t i e r consisted of two 
b a r r i e r s , the ^all i t s e l f , and the Vallum - a d i t c h w i t h 
mounds on e i t h e r side and narrow crossings at frequent 
i n t e r v a l s , a l i t t l e way t o the south, but always w i t h i n 
s i g h t of the ffall. The theories as t o the purpose aiid date 
of the Vallum have been many and various. I t was u n t i l 
1936 generally believed to have been an e a r l i e r b a r r i e r , 
l a t e r being superseded by the Wall because i t d i d not prove 
e f f e c t i v e enough. But excavations i n mileoastles along i t s 
western p o r t i o n have now proved t h a t the Vallum cannot have 
been e a r l i e r i n date than the Wall, and was probably contem­
porary w i t h i t . Gollingwood now suggests t h a t the Vallum 
was.intended t o act as the f i n a n c i a l customs b a r r i e r f o r 
t r a f f i c passing the f r o n t i e r , a separate boundary from the 
m i l i t a r y one being required owing t o the f a c t t h a t the 
fun c t i o n s of procurator and m i l i t a r y commander were q u i t e 
d i s t i n c t . Such an argximent has i t s i e a k p oints. I t i s 
at l e a s t equally l i k e l y t h a t the Vallum was designed t o 

a f f o r d p r o t e c t i o n against sudden attacks from the rear, as 
l a 1H both Bruce and Hodgson-*- supposed. This suggestion i s 

^ Â A- »^ 40-2. 
l a Bruce, Wall, 59. 

Hodgson, Northumberland, i , 43-8. 
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at any r a t e confirmed by the f a c t that excavations on the 
t u r f w a l l and at Milecastles 50 and 51 revealed crossings 
over the d i t c h and no r t h mound, but not over the south mound} 
I t i s , f u r t h e r , s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t the gateways at Benwell and 
Birdoswald are known to have closed from the north side; the 
the generail body of evidence thus indicates t h a t access t o 
the d i t c h of the Vallum was r e a d i l y provided to f a c i l i t a t e 
the ready marshalling of troops along i t at required p o i n t s , 
but t h a t entrajice from the south side of t h a t long unbroken 
b a r r i e r was much more d i f f i c u l t t o obtain. 

There can be no doubt, i f we pause to v i s u a l i s e the 
Vallum as i t o r i g i n a l l y was - a wide, flat-bottomed d i t c h , 
w i t h steep sides about 7 f e e t deep and 30 f e e t wide - t h a t 
i t would be quite s u f f i c i e n t t o deprive the enemy completely 
of the advantage of a surprise attack, upon which the h i l l m e n 
would n a t u r a l l y r e l y t o a very great extent. Moreover, the 
se n t r i e s along the Wall would not be handicapped i n t h e i r view 
tewards the south by t h i s form of b a r r i e r . i t i s now c l e a r 
t h a t the o r i g i n a l arrangement of the Vallum at Mi l e c a s t l e s 
was t o have a crossing s o l e l y f o r the use of p a t r o l s , the 
south mound being c a r r i e d through continuously, while at the 
complete Vallum crossings opposite f o r t s , i n the only two 
instances where evidence i s extant, the gates were closed 
from the north side. i n t h i s way the Roman f r o n t i e r cut 

^ 0W2, x x x v i i , 157-77-
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r i g h t across the province at a most convenient p o i n t , and 
was able t o keep watch over both north and south a t once. 

The effectiveness of the Hadrianic f r o n t i e r system i n 
c o n t r o l l i n g the elements of unrest immediately w i t h i n the 
province i s demonstrated by the f a c t that there i s no h i n t 
of f u r t h e r trouble u n t i l the reign of Antoninus Pius, when 
Pausanias, i n the process of d e t a i l i n g the most important 
wars i n that r e i g n , w r i t e s : 

••He [Antoninus] deprived the Brigantes i n B r i t a i n 
of a great p o r t i o n of t h e i r land, because w i t h arms 
they had begun to overrun the Genunian d i s t r i c t , which 
i s t r i b u t a r y t o the Romans. 

The explanation of t h i s passage demands a consideration of 
Romaji f r o n t i e r p o l i c y during the second century i n the north 
of B r i t a i n . 

The outstanding event i n the reign of pius was undoubtedly 
the reoccupation of Scotland by L o l l i u s Urbicus soon a f t e r his 
accession. This important departure was precluded by 
important extensions t o the supply base at Cororidge,^ 
while Capitolinus states: 

"nam et Britannos per Lollium Urbicum v i c i t -r 
legatum a l i o muro o a e s p i t i c i o summotis barbaris ducto." 

By 142, the v i c t o r y was ccMnplete, f o r i n an i n s c r i p t i o n of 
t h i s year Antoninus Pius i s designated as Imp. I I , ^ and coins 
^ V I I I , x l i i i , 4. 

2 AA3 , i v , 262-3; AA^, x i i i , 274-8. 

^ H i s t . Aug. 'Antoninus Pius. » v. 4. 

^ OIL, X, 515, - ILS, 34a 
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bear the legend B r i t a n n i a , w i t h designs s i g n i f y i n g a victory?" 
I t would be a mistake t o assume tha t the step taken by 

Pius represents any fundamental reversal of Hadrian's f r o n t i e r 
p o l i c y . Although the advance threw a great s t r a i n on the 
m i l i t a r y resources of B r i t a i n , and necessitated the weakening 
of the Pennine garrisons, Hadrian's Wall continued t o be held 
i n strength. There i s evidence f o r the evacuation of the 
f o r t s a t Brough-in-Derbyshire,^ and probably Melandra,^ at 
t h i s time. So pressing, indeed, was the need f o r troops 
t o gaxrison the increasing number of f o r t s t h a t f u r t h e r 
inroads had t o be made upon the Second Legion, though the 
normal functions of l e g i o n a r i e s d i d not include serving as 
f i x e d p o l i c e garrisons. A detachment of the Second Legion 
appears t o have occupied Housesteads f o l l o w i n g the t r a n s f e r 
of i t s g a r r i s o n - not necessarily the F i r s t Gohort of 
Tungrians - t o the Sc o t t i s h Wall.^ 

Scotland had been evacuated i n the c l o s i n g years of the 
f i r s t century, seemingly because the d e p l e t i o n of t h e i r 
l e g i o n a r y strength had rendered i t impossible f o r the Romans 
t o cope w i t h disturbances i n tha t area i n s p i r e d by a t r i b e 
or combination of t r i b e s under the leadership of Arviragus, 
axid w i t h a s i t u a t i o n whose d i f f i c u l t i e s were possibly 

1 Oohen, ii, 281 f . , nos. 113-16, 119. 

2 Gillam, Derbyshire. 
^ Mane he s te r Guardi an, July 11, 1938. 

^ OHE, i , 143-
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accentuated by unrest ajaaongst the Brigantes. Since t h a t 
time, the l a t t e r had been so troublesome t h a t i t had been 
found necessary t o incorporate a special feature i n the 
Hadrianic f r o n t i e r t o f a c i l i t a t e e f f e c t i v e c o n t r o l of the 
t e r r i t o r y behind t h a t l i n e . True, t h i s p o l i c y had been so 
successful t h a t no serious disturbance had since occurred 
i n the pennines; but the Roman a u t h o r i t i e s can have been 
under no misapprehension as t o the true s t a t e of a f f a i r s . 
That the seat of trouble was the region immediately south 
of the Wall i s shown by the f a c t t h a t the Wall garrisons 
were re t a i n e d , as were those of f o r t s l i k e Bainbridge i n 
north Yorkshire. Further south, however, where, as has 
already been pointed out, the in h a b i t a n t s had q u i e t l y 
accepted the pax Romana, i t was considered safe t o remove 
some of the troops t o the new northern f r o n t . 

The s t r a i n thrown upon Rome's m i l i t a r y resources by the 
new advance, which meant t h a t areas of disturbance as f a r 
apart as the Clyde basin and Yorkshire had t o be c o n t r o l l e d 
by a s i m i l a r m i l i t a r y strength t o tha t which had already, 
h a l f a century p r e v i o u s l y , been adjudged unequal t o the task, 
suggests t h a t the provocation must have been very great. The 
only p o s s i b l e explanation i s provided by Pausanias, whose 
passage, taken i n conjunction w i t h Oapitoiinus, explains the 
whole a f f a i r . 
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The decisive argument f o r r e l a t i n g pausanias t o Urbicus 
i s t h a t , when he wrote t h i s passage, he was d e t a i l i n g the 
p r i n c i p a l wars of Pius; he cannot, t h e r e f o r e , he supposed 
t o have omitted t h i s , the most important of them - the only 
one, i n f a c t , f o r which he accepted an i m p e r i a l s a l u t a t i o n . 
Furthermore, the wording c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e s t h a t the r a i d on 
the Genuni was an act of aggression from outside, not a 
r e b e l l i o n . Nor, again, unless the meaning i s t o be unduly 
s t r a i n e d , can a government w e l l have punished a t r i b e w i t h i n 
i t s t e r r i t o r i e s by 'appropriating' the land of rebels, which 
i n f a c t obviously already belonged t o t h a t government. Yet 
i f the reading 'Brigantes* be f a i t h f u l l y r e t a i n e d , we are 
asked t o accept these i r r a t i o n a l conclusions, or else t w i s t 
the meaning to f i t ingenious but f a r from s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d 
explanations. There i s nothing r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n the 
suggestion t n a t Pausanias r e a l l y meant »Brittones» instead 
of 'Brigantes. » perhaps i t would be f a n c i f u l t o suggest 
t h a t pausanias may be f a l l i n g i n t o the same e r r o r as Tacitus 
i n r e f e r r i n g t o the a l l i e s of the Brigantes by the same name;"*" 
and the eusceptance of Macdonald's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Oapitolinus* 
summotis barbaris^ would make the coincidence so close as to 
i n v i t e i n c r e d u l i t y . I t must, however, be supposed t h a t 
e i t h e r because the Brigantes were the only northern B r i t i s h 
t r i b e w e l l known i n Rome, from t h e i r w a r l i k e r e p u t a t i o n , or 

^ p.81. 



because he was w r i t i n g from vague, tnird-hand i n f o r m a t i o n , 
Pausanias used t h e i r name as synonymous f o r Britons i n general. 
I n c i d e n t a l l y , i t i s j u s t possible t h a t Juvenal's s a t i r i c a l 
reference to the c a s t e l l a Brigantum may be ajaother i l l u s t r a t i o n 
of the former explanation, though i n t h i s case applying to 
other t r i b e s . independent p o s i t i v e evidence favouring the 
s u b s t i t u t i o n of Britbonites f o r Brigantes does i n f a c t e x i s t . 

Since the Genuni are described as t r i b u t a r y t o the Romans, 
the i n d i c a t i o n i s t h a t they were outside tne Roman province, 
but nevertheless under i t s p r o t e c t i o n . The aggressors may 
therefore be supposed to have l i v e d f a r t h e r t o the no r t h , as 
other considerations i n d i c a t e . That the Genuni occupied 
some d i s t r i c t j u s t beyond Hadrian's Wall i s a reasonable 
assumption; and perhaps the occupation of tne f o r t s at 
Birrens, Netnerby and Bewcastle at t n i s time aff o r d s a cl ue 
to the wnereabouts of the Genunian moira. 

Support f o r the revised reading B r i t t o n e s comes from 
a consideration of Capi t o l i n u s ' phrase summotis barbaris. 
Macdonald has suggested^ t h a t i t bears a s i m i l a r meaning 
t o the passage i n which Tacitus describes the e f f e c t of 
Agricola's Forth-Olyde f o r t i f i c a t i o n s : "summotis v e l u t i n 
aliam insulam hostibus>H3 m t h i s case, the offenders must 
be supposed to have been driv e n i n t o the Highlands, the Wall 

^ p.81-2. 
2 R|S, 49. 
^ A&ric., x x i i i , g 2. 
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serving as a locked door against the e x i l e s . The more 
usual i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the word summotis, however, favours 
the suggestion t h a t the barbarians were a c t u a l l y transported 
t o Germany, where numeri Brittonum are recorded t o have 
acted as a p a t r o l l i n g g a r r i s o n on the inner limes, f o l l o w i n g 
the Antonine reconstruction there. 

I f the offenders are supposed to have been the descendants 
of C e r i a l i s ' northern opponents, and t h e r e f o r e resident on 
or south of the Forth-Glyde isthmus, p a r t of the depopulation, 
at l e a s t , must be supposed to have taken place w i t h i n the 
Antonine f r o n t i e r , though i t may also have had i t s counter-

2 
p a r t beyond the Wall; axid Haverfield's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
the l a t t e r as a 'breakwater f r o n t i e r * against possible 
depredations on Roman a l l i e s by the untamed Oaledonii holds 
good. At the saime time, the Antonine Wall g a r r i s o n could 
c o n t r o l the area i n i t s rear, j u s t as Hadrian's Wall 
f a c i l i t a t e d the c o n t r o l of the more troublesome Brigantes, 
I n support of t h i s view, i t should be remarked t h a t the 
southern defences of the f o r t on Bar H i l l appear to have 
been stronger than those on the north; axid the suggestion 
i s therefore t h a t i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r d i s t r i c t the elements 
of discontent were unusually strong, i n general, however, 
the Antonine Wall was not constructed w i t h the e l a b o r a t i o n 
^ Pabricius, ORL, x l v i i i (1932), 49-55. 
2 
Richmond, JRS, x x v i , I9O-4. 
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t o be found on the Hadrianic f r o n t i e r , and i t would have been 
too much t o demand of i t s simple form that i t s g a r r i s o n should 
keep i n subje c t i o n powerful t r i b e s on both sides of i t . Those 
rebels on the south could not be conveniently cut o f f from the 
in o f f e n s i v e remainder of tne Lowlauid t r i b e s by means of an 
a r t i f i c i a l b a r r i e r , as could the Oaledonii; and the d r a s t i c 
remedy of t r a n s p o r t i n g large numbers of the t r i b e was 
accordingly adopted. Such ac t i o n , however, i s not 
unpar a l l e l e d i n i m p e r i a l h i s t o r y . 

The existence of the Genunian p r o t e c t o r a t e , and the 
weighty a c t i o n taken by Rome to prevent any recurrence of 
such an i n j u r y , provides a valuable i l l u m i n a t i o n of Roman 
f r o n t i e r p o l i c y i n tne second century. The Great Wall of 
Hadrian was not intended to mark the l i m i t of Roman in f l u e n c e 
or i n t e r e s t s i n the north of B r i t a i n . i t was p a r t of 
general p o l i c y throughout the Empire t o endeavour t o preserve 
a c o n t r o l l i n g i n fluence i n the area beyond the nominal 
f r o n t i e r , by maintaining f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h the 
inhabitaints, euid a f f o r d i n g p r o t e c t i o n when required. Such 
was the s i t u a t i o n i n Noric\im. The contemporary f r o n t i e r 
of Pius i n Germany l i k e w i s e consisted of a double l i n e . 
I n S yria, too, the Trajanic limes consisted of m u l t i p l e 
f o r t i f i e d l i n e s , a l l p a r a l l e l to tne main l i n e of defence, 
designed to c o n t r o l the region i n f r o n t and behind, and t o 
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a f f o r d p r o t e c t i o n t o the f r i e n d l y Bedouin t r i b e s . ^ I n 
Scotland, the aenuni were probably not the only people who 
sheltered under Rome's p r o t e c t i v e a l l i a n c e . I t has been 
seen th a t the people of the east coast, c h i e f among whom 
were the Otadini, o f f e r e d no resistance to the f i r s t occu­
pation of t h e i r lands by Agricola;^ while at the other end 
of the period Ounedda's movements i n the l a t e f o u r t h century 
t e s t i f y t o the long continuance of t h i s t r i b e ' s f r i e n d l y 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h Rome.-̂  Their a t t i t u d e was probably the 
r e s u l t of t h e i r p o s i t i o n , being subject t o the attacks of 
more powerful t r i b e s l i k e the Maeatae on the one hand and 
the Brigantes on the other; consequently they welcomed 
Roman c o n t r o l . Rome i n turn benefited by the a l l i a n c e , 
since they acted as a buff e r between the main f r o n t i e r and 
the openly h o s t i l e t r i b e s f a r t h e r to the north. She could 
not, accordingly, a f f o r d to ignore such a d i r e c t challenge 
t o her a u t h o r i t y as the r a i d on the Genuni. The reoccupation 
of Scotland up to the Forth-Glyde l i n e was made with the 
i n t e n t i o n , c e r t a i n l y of emphasising that she had l o s t none 
of her power, and so i n t i m i d a t i n g tne barbarians t h a t they 
would not dare t o repeat the assault, but also, i n a l l 
p r o b a b i l i t y , w i t h a more f a r - s i g h t e d motive; by occupying 

^ Macdonald, A n t i q u i t y , v i i i . 
^ p.63-4. 

^ p.65. 
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the Lowlands f o r a period of two generations or so, she might 
hope to b u i l d up a more s e t t l e d state of a f f a i r s , not only 
e s t a b l i s h i n g an unshakable f a i t h i n the power of Rome, but 
perhaps also encouraging those f r i e n d l y t r i b e s t o take 
stronger measures f o r t h e i r own defence. Pius probably 
hoped t h a t when the more i n t r a c t a b l e elements of the offending 
t r i b e , perhaps the Maeatae, had been removed by t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
the remnant could gradually oe t r a i n e d t o adopt a pro-Roman 
outlook. As f a r as tne Otadini are concerned, there i s a 
suggestion t n a t he may have encouraged the development of 
defence measures amongst them. Just as i n Wales, when the 
garrisons were l a r g e l y withdrawn f o r the manning of Hadriaji's 
Wall, large f o r t i f i e d h i l l - t o w n s such as Dinoroen and Tre'r 
C e i r i made t h e i r appearance, so, i n the region of Dere Str e e t 
i n Scotland, numerous h i l l - f o r t s such as Warden Law are t o be 
found whose c o n s t r u c t i o n i s a t t r i b u t a b l e t o tne second century. 
These f o r t s f r e q u e n t l y overlook that highway, and i t i s 
inconceivable t h a t they were allowed to be b u i l t without 
o f f i c i a l sanction. The most s i g n i f i c a n t f e ature common 
to a l l , however, i s th a t they have a northern rather than 
a southern outlook. I t may reasonably be concluded t h a t 
they were intended f o r the defence of tne natives when Rome 
should consider h e r s e l f i n a p o s i t i o n t o r e t i r e once more t o 
the southern f r o n t i e r . 



That Pius had such an u l t i m a t e withdrawal i n mind seems 
very probable. The character of the Antonine Wall i n i t s e l f 
suggests that i t was constructed f o r a l i m i t e d purpose and a 
l i m i t e d time. I t would l a s t f o r a reasonably long period, 
but not i n d e f i n i t e l y . I t was b u i l t e f f i c i e n t l y , but w i t h 
the minimiim of expense, lacking many of the elaborate features 
of the Hadrianic f r o n t i e r . The explanation does not l i e i n 
any general Imperial policy of economy, f o r the contemporary 
German limes was being b u i l t on a scale f u l l y equal t o t h a t 
of Hadrian i n B r i t a i n . There i s every reason t o consider 
th a t the conception of Hadrian's Wall as the essential feature 
of B r i t a i n ' s northern f r o n t i e r remained a fundamental p r i n c i p l e 
of Roman p o l i c y ; there was never any i n t e n t i o n of departing 
from i t . 

The e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t s i g n i f i c a n c e a t t r i b u t e d t o 
Pausanias by H a v e r f i e l d has gained such widespread currency 
t h a t some reference appears to be c a l l e d f o r . By c o l l e c t i n g 
various pieces of evidence from widespread p a r t s of the north, 
and r e l a t i n g them to Pausanias' words, Haverfield b u i l t up a 
case f o r a Brigantian r e v o l t of the f i r s t magnitude under the 
governorship of J u l i u s Verus;-^ axid Macdonald even wishes to 
extend i t as f a r as tne Scottish Wall, to explain tae l a t t e r ' s 
f i r s t d e s t r u c t i o n . 2 Verus c e r t a i n l y brought reinforcements 
from Germany f o r a l l three B r i t i s h legions; coins of pius 

^ Roman Occupation of B r i t a i n . 120. 
2 RWŜ  10-11. 
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record t h a t i n 155 his troops gained a considerable v i c t o r y 
i n B r i t a i n ; ^ f o r t s were being r e b u i l t c.156-8 as f a r apart 
as Brough i n Derbyshire 8Uid Birrens i n Dumfriesshire; and, 
f i n a l l y , H a v e rfield saw i n i n s c r i p t i o n s recording b u i l d i n g 
at d i f f e r e n t s i t e s a h i n t of possible damage t o Hadrian's 
Wall.*^ The r e p a i r s on the Wall, however, must be regarded 
as normal peace-time work rat h e r than r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 

2 
necessitated by w i l f u l d e s t r u c t i o n . There i s , moreover, 
no v a l i d reason f o r i n c l u d i n g any of the s i t e s where t r o u b l e 
i s presumed t o have occurred i n B r i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y ; as f a r 
as Brough i s concerned, there i s p o s i t i v e evidence against 
such i n c l u s i o n . ^ With pausanias demonstrably r e f e r r i n g t o 
an e a r l i e r event a l t o g e t h e r , there i s , i n f a c t , nothing t o 
connect the Brigantes w i t h disturbance at t h i s time at a l l . 
The movement of l a r g e bodies of troops away t o the Antonine 
Wall no doubt provided an i r r e s i s t i b l e i n c e n t i v e f o r r e v o l t 
t o c e r t a i n d i s a f f e c t e d f a c t i o n s , but there i s nothing t o 
i n d i c a t e t h a t the trouble was anything more than l o c a l and 
spasmodic. 

H a v e r f i e l d f a i l e d to e x p l a i n why the Brigantes should be 
said t o have been deprived of t h e i r t e r r i t o r y by the Romans, 
when they were already included i n the Roman province. 
Gollingwood supplies the d e f i c i e n c y w i t h a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 
^ H a v e r f i e l d and Maodonald, Roman Occupation of B r i t a i n , 119-21 
^ B i r l e y , A. A. 4. v i i , 169-74. ~ ^ 
^ pJ20-2. 
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ingenious s o l u t i o n . I n b r i e f , he suggests t h a t the punish­
ment may have taken the form of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n of land 
h i t h e r t o under the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the n a t i v e cantonal 
a u t h o r i t i e s at Aldborough f o r the establishment of the colony 
at york."^ The whole s i t u a t i o n i s purely h y p o t h e t i c a l . For 
instance, the existence of a colony at York i s not a t t e s t e d 
u n t i l A.D.237.2 Moreover, the whole trend of our evidence 
f o r the Brigantes p o i n t s t o a very d e f i n i t e d i s t i n c t i o n 
between the B r i g a n t i a n hillmen's a t t i t u d e towards Rome and 
th a t of the Aldborough townspeople.3 i t would, t h e r e f o r e , 
have been punishing the innocent to have acquired a piece 
of t e r r i t o r y from the native c a p i t a l , whose i n h a b i t a n t s were 
most u n l i k e l y to have had e i t h e r the i n c l i n a t i o n or the 
opportunity t o perpetrate any serious outrage. The peaceful 
pro-Roman a t t i t u d e of Aldborough i s i l l u s t r a t e d by the f a c t 
t h a t i t s defences may a c t u a l l y have been strengthened about 
t h i s time; there i s a complete predominance of Antonine 
mate r i a l i n the ramparts.^ The p o s i t i o n i s thus s i m i l a r to 
t h a t at Petuaria where r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the defences also 
took place i n t h i s period.5 A g u l f between the p o l i t i c a l 
outlook of the townsmen and the h i l l m e n i s p l a i n l y t o be 
r OHE, i , 171-2. 
2 ras, x i , 101-7. 
^ p. 91-3. 
^ Regarded as d i s t i n c t from the Wall f i r s t b u i l t i n the early 

t h i r d century. See p.254-5. 
Oorder. petuaria. 
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deduced; and i t s widening i s a t t e s t e d , f o r example, by the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i n stone of the town w a l l around Aldborough 
e a r l y i n the f o l l o w i n g century.*^ 

There i s no s p e c i f i c mention of the Brigantee a f t e r 
t h i s mistaken reference by Pausanias. Henceforward we hear 
only of 'the B r i t o n s . Nevertheless, H a v e r f i e l d i s probably 
c o r r e c t i n assuming t h a t the Brigantes, though i n i l l - c o n n e c t e d 
and spasmodic r i s i n g s , were l a r g e l y responsible f o r the 
perpetual state of unrest which pr e v a i l e d i n the n o r t h 
throughout the second century. Throughout the remaining 
disturbances of the second century, moreover, the a v a i l a b l e 
evidence continues t o point the d i s t i n c t i o n between tne 
Romanized i n h a b i t a n t s of Aldborough and the s t i l l uncultured 
hillmen. Under Marcus Aurelius there i s mention of the 
t h r e a t of a B r i t i s h war i n the Augustan h i s t o r i e s which 
apparently m a t e r i a l i s e d and was dealt w i t h by Calpurnius 
A g r i c o l a ; ^ and the incidence of evidence f o r b u i l d i n g by 
t h i s generstl confirms the view that the source of Brigauitian 
d i s a f f e c t i o n was not the cantonal c a p i t a l but the remoter 
f r i n g e s of t r i b a l t e r r i t o r y . While d e s t r u c t i o n at Rib-
chester may have been the work of I r i s h p i r a t e s , t a k i n g 
advantage of Rome's d i s t r a c t i o n i n Scotland, i t i s also 
possible t h a t i t was the r e s u l t of l o c a l d i s a f f e c t i o n 

^ p. 25. 
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s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n the neighbouring Craven Highlands, where 
the I l k l e y g arrison was f i n d i n g d i f f i c u l t y i n preserving 
order. I n any case, i t i s unquestionable t h a t there was 
s t i l l r e a l need f o r strong supervision i n the northern parts 
of B r i g a n t i a . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t Oalpurnius found i t 
necessary to reoccupy Chesterholm on the Stanegate, a f o r t 
which had been superseded by Housesteads and l a i n abandoned 
f o r f o r t y years. perhaps t o be connected w i t h the tense 
s i t u a t i o n i n the northern pennines i s the presence at 
Lanchester under A n t i s t i u s Adventus of the m i l i t a r y cohort 
of V a r d u l l i , ^ which may have been moved south from Gastlecary 
at some period^possibly under Calpurnius Agricola. By thus 
enforcing a weakening of the northern g a r r i s o n the Pennine 
s i t u a t i o n must have been an important f a c t o r c o n t r i b u t i n g t o 
the soeond collapse of the Antonine Wall under Oommodus.^ 

Events f o l l o w i n g on the invasion of 196 continue t o 
provide support f o r the d i s t i n c t i o n already drawn between 
the c a p i t a l of the Brigantes and i t s p r o v i n c i a l s . The 
l a t t e r had found ways of making trouble even when the Roman 
g a r r i s o n was at i t s normal strength. When Albinus denuded 
the Wall of troops at the close of the second century t o make 
hi s v a i n challenge t o Severus i n Gaul, the Maeatae, most 
powerful of the northern t r i b e s , swept i n and p a i n s t a k i n g l y 

^ OIL, 440. 
^ p.23-4. 
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wrecked the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s a l l over the north. But i t i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t the ordinary towns, w i t h the outstanding 
exception of Aldborough,escaped. I t i s not unreasonable 
to suppose t h a t t h e i r i n h a b i t a n t s , most of them n a t i v e 
Brigantes, d i d not remain i n a state of semi-siege f o r 
about f i v e years, as Oollingwood would have us believe. 
Rather i s i t l i k e l y that they saw the f u t i l i t y of opposing 
t h e i r f e l l o w tribesmen from the neighbouring r u r a l d i s t r i c t s 
who must have welcomed the opportunity t o run r i o t . By 
t h i s n e u t r a l i t y , at l e a s t , they could purchase immunity from 
the common f a t e . Unless the native hillmen be supposed t o 
have taken an a c t i v e share i n the work of d e s t r u c t i o n , i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t t o account f o r the penetra t i o n f a r i n t o the h i l l s 
of the pennines, and the c a r e f u l d e s t r u c t i o n of every s i n g l e 
f o r t there, while the c i v i l settlements, more l u c r a t i v e 
sources of booty, were spared. Aldboroiagh, however, was 
too deeply committed t o a pro-Roman p o l i c y i n the past to 
escape r e t r i b u t i o n . I t i s a s t r i k i n g f a c t t h a t while the 
strongest m i l i t a r y s t a t i o n s and tne c a p i t a l town i n B r i g a n t i a n 
t e r r i t o r y were ravaged, the P a r i s i a n c a p i t a l at Brough-on-
HtUBber reveals no s i g n of destruction.-' I f the wrecking 
were the work of invaders alone, t h i s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n would 
r of. B i r l e y , Aj|£ti v i i , 167; and M i l l e r , JRS, xv, 193. 
2 OHE, i , 157. 
3 

Oorder, pet u a r i a . 
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be i n e x p l i c a b l e . Only by taking account of the d i f f e r e n t 
a t t i t u d e s of P a r i s i a n and Br i g a n t i a n tribesmen towards ^ome, 
and recognising t h a t the native i n h a b i t a n t s of the north of 
England must have been l a r g e l y responsible f o r the s t a t e of 
each of t h e i r t e r r i t o r i e s at t h i s period, can an explanation 
be found f o r the sparing of a comparatively wealthy town 
l i k e Petuaria, while bare m i l i t a r y outposts i n the heart 
of the pennines were systematically destroyed. 

The h i g h l y Romanised Br i g a n t i a n c a p i t a l must by now 
have been regarded by the natives of the dales, s t i l l 
e s s e n t i a l l y unaffected by the f o r e i g n c i v i l i z a t i o n , as a 
mere instrument of the d i s c i p l i n e and oppression t o which 
they were s t i l l unamenable. They made no attempt t o save 
t h e i r nominal c a p i t a l from d e s t r u c t i o n , and perhaps took a 
leading p a r t i n the work. The P a r i s i i , on the other hand, 
always more c u l t u r a l l y advanced, as w e l l as being on f r i e n d l y 
terms w i t h Rome, had a greater a f f i n i t y between town and 
country than any experienced by t h e i r western neighbours. 
Surrounded by a peaceful population w e l l s a t i s f i e d w i t h 
t h e i r p r o s p e r i t y under a Romanised form of government from 
Brough, that town was spared the f a t e of Isurium. 

Any organised a l l i a n c e which may have e x i s t e d between 
the Brigantes and the Maeatae cannot have been very strong. 
Nor i s t h i s s u r p r i s i n g , f o r i t i s e s s e n t i a l t o remember t h a t 
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throughout the d i s a f f e c t e d Brigantes lacked a co-ordinating 
influence. With the S L l i e n a t i o n of Aldborough, the remainder 
were compelled t o act without u n i f i e d leadership or c o n t r o l . 
I n consequence, as the evidence c o n s i s t e n t l y i n d i c a t e s , 
discontent was expressed merely i n the sporadic outbursts 
of independent l o c a l f a c t i o n s , and was never able to develop 
i n t o organised r e b e l l i o n . The Brigantes and the Maeatae 
made no common resistance to the Roman reoccupation which 
followed t h i s adventure. V i r i u s Lupus, the new governor, 
had merely t o buy o f f the Maeatae before beginning his work 
of reconstruction. 

I t i s natu r a l to expect t h a t , i f the l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s 
of the pennines assisted the enemy, Rome would v i s i t appropriate 
punishment upon them. Such r e t r i b u t i o n i s not mentioned i n 
any of the ancient sources; but since i t must have been a 
f a i r l y common occurrence, a routine a f f a i r w i t h no in c i d e n t s 
of p a r t i c u l a r importance, t h i s i s not su r p r i s i n g . Such 
excavation as has so f a r taken place i n the settlement s i t e s 
of west Yorkshire does not appear to have revealed any d i s t i n c t 
periods of occupation such as are commonly i d e n t i f i a b l e i n the 
f o r t s . I t would seem that thorough treatment of a few chosen 
s i t e s , on the l i n e s of Kilbride-Jones' excavation of the 
Milk i n g Gap settlement near Houseeteads, i s required f o r 
the establishment of a r e l i a b l e chronology of occupation 
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i n the native v i l l a g e s of B r i g a n t i a , rather than the sampling 
of numerous s i t e s which has so f a r taken place. Since the 
l a t t e r has not u s u a l l y been accompanied by i n d i v i d u a l r e p o r t s , 
the attempt t o assess the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the r e s u l t s must 
i n e v i t a b l y f a l l a prey to g e n e r a l i s a t i o n , the inherent dangers 
of which do not need to be stressed here. The evidence at 
our disposal, however, i s consistent w i t h the conclusions 
already drawn concerning B r i g a n t i a n r e l a t i o n s w i t h Rome. 
A f a i r l y s e t t l e d a g r i c u l t u r a l l i f e does not seem t o have 
pr e v a i l e d i n west Yorkshire u n t i l the l a t e t h i r d and ear l y 
f o u r t h centuries. 

O r i g i n a l l y f o s t e r e d by Agricola, a c e r t a i n development 
of a more s e t t l e d a g r i c u l t u r a l l i f e i n the dales was no doubt 
possible so long as Rome could keep a f i r m hand on the probable 
sources of discontent. The reoccupation of Scotland 
necessitated some weakening of tha t c o n t r o l ajid minor 
disturbances followed. Successive punishments by Rome 
would have the n a t u r a l e f f e c t of d r i v i n g the natives back 
to t h e i r former nomad stat e . Those who were pe a c e f u l l y 
i n c l i n e d would be unable to pursue any proper p o l i c y of 
la j i d c u l t i v a t i o n under such c o n d i t i o n s , while the r e b e l l i o u s 
would soon discover t h a t the c o n f i s c a t i o n of property provided 
a convenient and p r o f i t a b l e form of punishment t o the Romans. 
The c a r e f u l i n v e s t i g a t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l s i t e s may yet y i e l d 



95. 

evidence of pe r i o d i c d e s t r u c t i o n s which correspond w i t h the 
aftermath of l o c a l r i s i n g s ; but i n any case, the easiest, 
most p r o f i t a b l e , and at the same time most t e l l i n g , form of 
punishment t h a t Rome could impose, the c o n f i s c a t i o n of f l o c k s 
and herds, would leave no d e f i n i t e clue f o r the student of 
archaeology. Oalgacus' s i g n i f i c a n t comment, "ubi solitudinem 
f a c i u n t , pacem appellant,"^ may have applied equally w e l l as a 
d e s c r i p t i o n of second or t h i r d as we l l as f i r s t century Roman 
p o l i c y . 

One form which the punishment took appears t o be a t t e s t e d 
by i n s c r i p t i o n s which show t h a t c e r t a i n p o r t i o n s of Hadrian's 
Wall were reconstructed by t r i b a l communities of the province, 
doubtless at t h e i r own expense; an appropriate and p r o f i t a b l e 
chastisement f o r d i s l o y a l t y . I t i s possible t h a t the 
Brigantes are a c t u a l l y mentioned on one of these stones 

•t a 
(u n f o r t u n a t e l y now l o s t ) , but the reading- i s corrupt. 
B r i t a i n , too, must have suffered from Severus' oppressive 

2 
treatment of the towns, though the causes and incidence of 
t h i s are too far-reaching t o permit of any l o c a l explanation. 
I t i s , however, worth remarking t h a t although tne general 
e f f e c t of t n i s p o l i c y i n B r i t a i n was a spread of r u r a l 
p r o s p e r i t y at the expense of the towns, and a development 
^ Agric., XXX. 

OAH> 283. 
^ OHE, i , 203. 
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of v i l l a l i f e , conditions i n the north were such that even 

escape from the f i n a n c i a l burdens of the towns did not 

compensate for the p e r i l s of the countryside. The number 

of v i l l a s i n Brigantian t e r r i t o r y i s remarkably few; a l l 

had easy access to the c a p i t a l by road, and the most d i s t a n t , 

Gargrave, i s l e s s than t h i r t y miles from Aldborough. One 

hardy owner, at North Stainley, met the s i t u a t i o n by f o r t i ­

fying h i s house against possible attack.^ At Bainbridge, 

i n Wensleydale, conditions were so unsettled that a walled 

annexe had to be constructed, evidently for the protection 
2 

of the c i v i l settlement adjoining the f o r t . 

I n view of the continuance of Brigantian h o s t i l i t y 

towards Rome, i t would be natural to expect that the end 

of the second Wall period would r e s u l t i n a r e p e t i t i o n of 

the Brigantian a l l i a n c e of a century e a r l i e r with the 

invaders against Rome. I t was at one time thought that 

the numerous coin-hoards deposited at t h i s time, together 

with scraps of other evidence, were i n f a c t an i n d i c a t i o n 

of a r i s i n g i n the west Yorkshire dales about the turn of 

the century.^ Subsequent researches on the economic h i s t o r y 

of the empire at t h i s period, however, make i t c l e a r that 

coin-hoarding was an economic phenomenon^the i n e v i t a b l e 
p.259-60. 

% 
^ Richmond, YAJ, x x v i i , 211-18. 
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r e s u l t of general conditions which the north of B r i t a i n 
1 

f e l t j u s t SIS much as other provinces, and the evidence of 

coin-hoards as a pointer to the l o c a l p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n 

must therefore be discounted. There i s no evidence e i t h e r 

way to i l l u s t r a t e the att i t u d e adopted by the Brigantes i n 

t h i s c r i s i s . 

At t h i s stage, indeed, the history of the Brigantes 

becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t to d i s s o c i a t e from that of 

the general population of the north of the province. This 

i s probably due to the f a c t tnat the fourth century brought 

the r e a l i s a t i o n that enemies more rapacious than Rome existed, 

and i n f a c t were only held i n check by the l a t t e r ' s m i l i t a r y 

power. I t may be s i g n i f i c a n t to note the di f f e r e n c e i n 

character of the destructions of 19b and 23b; the damage 

done on the l a t e r occasion was much more in d i s c r i m i n a t e . 

Thus Petuaria, which had previously escaped harm - presumably 

owing to the peaceful tendencies of the P a r i s i i - t h i s time 

appears to have suffered the common f a t e ; a t any ra t e , r e ­

building of the defences e a r l y i n the fourth century was 

found necessary.2 This l a t e s t invasion was not, l i k e the 

e a r l i e r , the work merely of one t r i b e or confederacy of 

r e l a t e d t r i b e s , l i k e the Maeatae, but was shared by se v e r a l 

d i f f e r e n t races, attacking on east, west and north. The 
^ Sutherland, OORB, 72-3-
2 Oorder, petuaria. 
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a s s i s t a n c e of the natives against the large towns and 

m i l i t a r y strongholds was no longer needed, and the Brigantes 

thus found tnemselves deprived of t h e i r c n i e f bargaining 

weapon for securing t h e i r own immunity from barbarian attack. 

No doubt the i n c r e a s i n g pressure on the province's defences 

encouraged a c e r t a i n amount of panic in the vulnerable areas, 

which had j u s t experienced the most r u t h l e s s ravaging that 

the province had yet known; and such r e s t l e s s n e s s i s always 

an incitement to petty brigandage. This may p a r t l y explain 

why f o r t s l i k e E l s l a c k , Melandra, Brough-in-Derbyshire and 

Templebrough, which had been abandoned at d i f f e r e n t periods 

i n t h e i r h i s t o r y , were reoccupied i n the e a r l y fourth century 

On the other hand, the increasing p o s s i b i l i t y of f u r t n e r 

invasion made tne strengthening of communications south 

of tne f r o n t i e r e s s e n t i a l . J u s t l y or not, Hadrian's Wall 

can no longer nave been regarded as tne i n f a l l i b l e b a r r i e r 

that i t was i n the second century, e i t n e r by those i t 

protected or by those who sought to encompass i t s downfall. 

Furthermore, stronger reserves i n the t e r r i t o r y behind the 

f r o n t i e r were necessary since Oonstajatine I ' s reorganisation 

of the m i l i t a r y system, whose e f f e c t was to deprive B r i t a i n 

of adequate mobile reserves, the nearest field-army being on 

the Continent. 

As f a r as the ancient sources for tne Brigantes are 
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concerned, by tne fourth century t h i s t r i b e had long ceased 

to e x i s t as a separate e n t i t y . By means of the a n a l y s i s 

of various pieces of evidence, t h e i r h i s t o r y has been c a r r i e d 

on for two hundred years beyond the l a s t genuine appearance 

of t h e i r name i n ancient l i t e r a t u r e ; but tne steady 

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of the Brigantes as a t r i b a l u n i t with a 

d i s t i n c t i v e character and outlook i s throughout a pre­

dominating note. With the f i n a l merging of t h e i r i n t e r e s t s 

with those of other p r o v i n c i a l native inhabitants, they cease 

to have a separate hist o r y , and are l o s t i n the welter of 

events which heralded the approaching end of Roman r u l e i n 

B r i t a i n . 
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I I I . THE ORIGIN OP THE BRIGANTES 

The connection of the East Riding P a r i s i i with the 
P a r i s i i of Gaul, and the analogous cases of the B r i t i s h 

Atre"bates and the B e l g i c Atrebates, and the B r i t i s h 

Catuvellauni and the B e l g i c Catuvellauni, suggest a s i m i l a r 

connection between the Brigantes of B r i t a i n and the 

B r i g a n t i i of Central Europe, with t h e i r c i t i e s Brigantlum -

the modem Bregenz - on the south-east shore of Lake 

Constance, which, s i g n i f i c a n t l y , was known to the ancients 

as the "lacuB Brigantinus", and Oambodtmum.^ I t i s 

s i g n i f i c a n t that there i s a Cambodunum i n the t e r r i t o r y of 

the B r i t i s h Brigantes. Bede r e f e r s to i t as i n the province 
2 

of Deira, and i t seems highly probably that t h i s place and 

the Cambodunum of the second I t e r of Antonine are one and 

the same, Ptolemy a l s o mentions a t r i b e of Brigantes i n 

south-east I r e l a n d , ^ The name "Brigantes"has been taken 

by some sc h o l a r s to mean " f r e e " , by others to mean "hillmen" 

I f the l a t t e r i s c o r r e c t then the connection becomes more 

apparent; for, as Elgee points out, whereas the B r i t i s h and 

I r i s h t r i b e s did not a l l l i v e i n the mountainous d i s t r i c t s , 

the home from which they sprang was i n the heart of the 

C e n t r a l European mountains.^ 

1, P-¥, s.v., c o l . 845 
H i s t . E c c . . c.XIV 

^ B k . I I . c . l , 102 
^ E a r l y Man. 206 f f . 
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The h i s t o r i c a l grounds f o r assuming such a d e r i v a t i o n 

are thus very impressive. The archaeological evidence to 

which one looks f o r confirmation of these premises, however, 

i s unfortunately j u s t as i n d i s t i n c t . R a d i c a l l y c o n f l i c t i n g 

views on the character and chronology of Late Bronze and 

E a r l y Iron Age movements are s t i l l held hy the highest 

a u t h o r i t i e s on the period. The confused s t a t e of a f f a i r s 

i s g r a p h i c a l l y described i n a j o i n t p u h l i c a t i o n hy G. P. G. 

Hawkes, J . N. L. Myres, and G. G. Stevens: 

I t i s already only too c l e a r what confusion has pre­
v a i l e d concerning the important movement of peoples 
which apparently "brought the f i r s t C e l t s to B r i t a i n , 
and produced among so many others the settlement on 
St, Catharine's H i l l , Crawford's and Peake's 
invaders, whether they came i n one or s e v e r a l waves, 
are Q-speaking G o i l d e l s : Dr. Pox's invaders are P-
speaking Brythons. The Deverel-Rimhury and the A l l 
Cannings Cross people may or may not "be i d e n t i f i a b l e . 
Late Bronze and E a r l y Iron c u l t u r e s are here merged, 
here d i s t i n c t : some cremate, others inhume: some 
f l a k e f l i n t , others do not: s k u l l s a t Old England are 
Alpine and round, i n East Anglia apparently long. 
Dates f l y about: 1200-1175, 900, 800, 700, 600, 500 B.C. 
and l a t e r have a l l been attached to one movement or 
another, or been claimed to serve for a majority; 
while Continental o r i g i n s have f l u c t u a t e d between the 
Pyrenees, the Swiss Lakes, Central Germany, the Rhine, 
Flanders, and the Netherlands, and the f o l k who 
reli n q u i s h e d these divers spots f o r our shores f i g u r e 
v a r i o u s l y as war-lords, t r a d e r s , refugees, and c u l t u r a l 
jetsam. Otir p r o v i s i o n a l conclusion can only be, i n 
a l l f a i r n e s s to the distinguished scholars who have 
w r i t t e n on t h i s i n t r i c a t e problem, that a l l of them 
are r i g h t - r i g h t , that i s , i n i n t e r p r e t i n g the 
evidence with which they have been immediately concerned, 
and that a l l the elements that have been detected, and 
perhaps more besides, went to make up the complex of 
immigration. Accordingly, we s t i l l have the notion 
with which we s t a r t e d , of an extended period of 
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penetration by v a r i e d though generally r e l a t e d 
groups. 

I n view of t h i s confusion concerning the proper I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

of the archaeological m a t e r i a l , i t would appear t h a t main 

r e l i a n c e ought to be placed on the h i s t o r i c a l evidence 

wherever, as i n the case of the o r i g i n of the B r i t i s h 

Brigantes, that i s i n i t s e l f convincing, provided that the 

known archaeological m a t e r i a l may reasonably be construed 

to f i t and i l l u m i n a t e the p i c t u r e thus already drawn. The 

connection between the Brigantes of B r i t a i n and those of 

Cen t r a l Europe does appear to be w e l l substantiated. How 

and when they made t h e i r way to the d i s t r i c t i n which we 

f i n d them at the dawn of the h i s t o r i c age i s not so apparent. 

Elgee, basing h i s argument on the increased elaboration 

of metal equipment, and i n p a r t i c u l a r on the appearance of a 

new weapon i n Yorkshire - the bronze leaf-shaped sword -

bu i l d s up an a t t r a c t i v e theory of a Late Bronze Age invasion 

of Yorkshire by the Brigantes. He follows Peake i n 

arguing that the wanderings of the Brigantes from the 

Alpine region can be traced by the t r a i l across Europe of 

these bronze swords, which have been found abundantly i n 

both Yorkshire and I r e l a n d , and which Peake claims o r i g i n a t e d 

i n the mountain zone of C e n t r a l Europe and Switzerland.*' 

St. Catharine*s H i l l . Winchester, H 9 

^ E a r l y Man̂ . 206 f f . 
^ The Bronze Age & the C e l t i c World. 98-9 
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Blgee therefore draws a p a r a l l e l between the t y p i c a l York­
s h i r e swords and the evidences of lakedwelling c u l t u r e i n 
the Vale of P i c k e r i n g and Holderness on the one hand, and 
the Swiss lake-dwelling c u l t u r e on the other. He accepts 
Peake^s p i c t u r e of a group of " C e l t i c l o r d s and the bravest 
of t h e i r henchmen'*, bearing bronze swords, l e a v i n g C e n t r a l 
Europe between 1200 and 1175 B.C. and reaching England v i a 
E, Prance and the Rhine."* To t h i s e a r l i e r group i s 
a t t r i b u t e d Peake's sword type E; type G i s supposed to have 
been used c h i e f l y by the l a s t of t h i s i n t e r m i t t e n t stream, 
who were f i n a l l y driven from t h e i r a n c e s t r a l lake-dwellings 
c.900 B.C. by a f r e s h wave of C e l t s of H a l l s t a t t c u l t u r e 

from the upper Danube, who were armed with the new i r o n 
2 

swords. T h i s l a s t i n f l u x appears to correspond to th a t 
recognised by Crawford - Gaelic-speaking C e l t s , who are 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by t h e i r bronze implements, i n p a r t i c u l a r the 
leaf-shaped sword and the socketed axe with ' v e s t i g i a l - w i n g ' 
ornament; Crawford's dating i s c.800-700 B.C,^ 

The great weakness of these theo r i e s i s that they depend 
p r i m a r i l y upon the appearance of new c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 
bronze implements, which cannot be s a t i s f a c t o r i l y r e l a t e d to 
the d i f f e r e n t types of continental pottery which undoubtedly 
were imported at vaguely varying periods i n t h i s complex age, 

Peake, op. c i t . . 102-3,129,161; and Elgee, E a r l y Man, l o c . c i t . 
2 Peake, o n . c i t . , 101-3,130,164 
3 cf.the controversy on Crawford's paper by s e v e r a l a u t h o r i t i e s 
rpeake, Bushe-Pox, Reginald Smith and Wheeler, ibid.^25 -61 
"Ant. i v , 220 f f . ^ 
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and havebeen d i s t i n g u i s h e d a t various s i t e s i n southern 

England. Pottery i s the best, and probably the only f i n a l 

c r i t e r i o n by which an in v a s i o n by a people of d i f f e r e n t 

c u l t u re can be deduced; implements alone may, generally 

speaking, be accounted f o r equally w e l l as the ob^jects of 

commerce - and i n the case of weapons i n p a r t i c u l a r , new 

ideas and improvements must have been borrowed with hardly 

l e s s r a p i d i t y i n p r e h i s t o r i c times than i n the present day. 

I n southern England there can be l i t t l e doubt that the Late 

Bronze Age brought C e l t i c invaders from the Continent who 

introduced pottery such as has appeared at A l l Cannings 

Cross and other s i t e s , including the Deverel-Rimbury ware of 

the types f i r s t noted by Abercromby as i n d i c a t i n g f o r e i g n 

penetration i n t h i s period. The leaf-shaped swords, too, 

are generally acknowledged to have had a continental o r i g i n , 

though i n the years which followed t h e i r introduction they 

underwent many changes and developments i n B r i t a i n . U n t i l 

the d i f f e r e n t tjrpes of pottery and implements can be grouped 

more d i s t i n c t l y , however, i t i s d i f f i c u l t to attempt to 

d i s t i n g u i s h i n d i v i d u a l movements very p r e c i s e l y i n an age of 

constant change. 

Elgee assumes that the invasion of the Brigantes was 

by the Humber and North Sea, d i r e c t into Yorkshire. Such a 

view i s , however, quite untenable, f o r the leaf-shaped sword 

1 Bronze Age Pottery, i i ; 
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upon which he c h i e f l y r e l i e s f o r h i s evidence of an invasi o n -

the type found i n Heathery Bum cave and most common i n 

Yorkshire - i s now d e f i n i t e l y regarded as indigenous to t h i s 

country, and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the Late Bronze Age here. 

The Yorkshire swords are a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c n a t i v e development 

of foreign models - a development which took place i n south­

east England, Nor, with the exception of Scarborough ( a 

settlement of l a t e r , H a l l s t a t t , period and North German 

a f f i n i t i e s ) , and p o s s i b l y the p i l e - d w e l l i n g s of Holderness, 

has any continental pottery been recorded from the Br i g a n t i a n 
p 

area, as might, i f t h i s view i s c o r r e c t , be expected. 

While there i s thus no case f o r a d i r e c t i n v a s i o n of 

Yorkshire from the Continent i n the Late Bronze/Early I r o n 

age, there i s nevertheless s t i l l a p o s s i b l e explanation of 

t h i s B r i g a n t i a n penetration which i s consistent with both the 

h i s t o r i c a l evidence and our present knowledge of r a c i a l move­

ments of the period both on the Continent and i n B r i t a i n . 

I t i s generally accepted that from c.1200 B,C. there was a 

movement of peoples a s s o c i a t e d with the lake-dwelling c u l t i i r e 

outwards from the Central European mountains, and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

R a e t i a and the Alps around Lake Constance. Some moved to 

Greece, others to Spain (where the Bri g a n t i a n name a l s o 

o c c u r s ) ^ , and others, again, down the Rhine. These apparently 
A^A ^, X. 189 f f . 

2 But cf,p. 246f on the l a c k of pottery evidence from our area. 
^ P-V, s.v., c o l . 847. 
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crossed over to the south of B r i t a i n , and a f t e r the lapse 

of some considerable time t h r u s t or were t h r u s t ( p o s s i b l y 

i n the form of warrior bands without women) gradually north­

wards into Yorkshire. The C e l t i c i s m of these e a r l y invaders 

from the Continent, while not d e f i n i t e l y e s t a b l i s h e d , i s 

us u a l l y accepted, and i s i n consonance with what i s known 

of the Brigantes i n the h i s t o r i c period. T h e i r o r i g i n a l 

tongue may, as Crawford'' and Elgee^ assume, have been G a e l i c , 

although t h e i r place-names recorded i n the Roman period are 

undoubtedly Brythonic i n character; i f there was a change, 

i t may have been i n s p i r e d by the l a t e r invasions of La T^ne 

peoples, of whom the P a r i s i i were the Brigantes' nearest 

neighbours. 

At any r a t e , these C e l t i c pioneers i n north B r i t a i n 

appear to have e s t a b l i s h e d an a r i s t o c r a c y over the n a t i v e 

mid-Bronze Age population - some of whom, rathe r than submit, 

r e t i r e d to the high, desolate moors of the region conveniently 

termed Blackamore.^ Maintaining t h e i r p o s i t i o n into l a t e 

La Tene times, the Brigantes would be i n touch with t h e i r 

neighbours of t h e i r own blood to the south and east, and i n 

sympathy with t h e i r ideas and the development of t h e i r c i v f l -

i s a t i o n ; and therefore the more ready to adopt such Innovations 

as coins (which, as has elready been noted,^ were derived 

^ loo, c i t . 
^ E a r l y Man, l o c . c i t . 
5 I b i d . 
4 p.155. 
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from the eastern counties, not d i r e c t from the Continent, 

as was the case with the B e l g i c t r i b e s of the south), and 

po s s i b l y the walled h i l l - f o r t , or the oppidum of the B e l g i c 

model at Stanwick. 

Such an explanation, while under e x i s t i n g conditions 

of archaeological knowledge n e c e s s a r i l y t e n t a t i v e , appears 

to be the one which i s most s u i t e d to a l l the f a c t s , 

h i s t o r i c a l and archaeological. Though the r e l i a b i l i t y of 

much of Peake's work has r e c e n t l y come under su s p i c i o n , 

there i s no reason to doubt the correctness of h i s reasoning 

i n t r a c i n g the leaf-shaped sword from the Alps of Ce n t r a l 

Europe to B r i t a i n ; and the theory of an eventual penetration 

of Yorkshire from the south of B r i t a i n allows s u f f i c i e n t 

time to elapse to permit of the imported type of sword 

being adapted and developed on native l i n e s , so that by 

the time i t reaches the northern counties i t i s regarded as 

to a l l i n t e n t s and purposes of indigenous manufacture. 

Moreover, i t has the ad d i t i o n a l advantage of explaining 

why there i s no Bri g a n t i a n concentration on the east coast -

always the weakness of Elgee's theory, which had to assume 

that the warlike Brigantes were driven inland by a t r i b e of 

whom we have no i n d i c a t i o n s of anything but peaceful 
i 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . N a t u r a l l y a mountain race, the Brigantes 
^ Corder ( P e t u a r i a ) , f o r instance, suggests that f e a r of 

the Brigantes was one reason why the P a r i s i i apparently 
welcomed the pr o t e c t i o n of Roman arms. 
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probably moved along the slopes of the Pennine Chain, 
keeping to the dales, u n t i l they had reached the Yorkshire 

dales, whither the l a t e r C e l t i c peoples, p r e f e r r i n g the more 

f e r t i l e Lowland Zone, did not follow them. Perhaps, too, 

t h e i r ctoltural development had by t h i s time reached the stage 

which c a l l e d a h a l t to t h e i r nomadic tendencies. There i s 

no evidence f o r emigration v i a the Stainmore route into 

I r e l a n d , where they are only recorded i n the south-east of 

that i s l a n d by Ptolemy, nor of any attempt at permanent 

settlement i n the north-west of B r i t a i n . The three swords 

i n the Ambleside hoard cannot be accepted as belonging to 
the leaf-shaped sword type on the evidence of the extant 

2 
d e s c r i p t i o n . 

I t w i l l be claimed that the evidence of a correspond­

i n g l y new type of pottery ought to be present to make the 

theory of the sword-bearers acceptable. Under conditions 

which are favourable to such discovery, t h i s argument i s a 

sound one. But i n the f i r s t place, inasmuch as the 

Brigantian invasion of Yorkshire i s assumed to have been 

gradual - a penetration, i n f a c t , rather than an invasi o n -

t h e i r domestic u t e n s i l s are not l i k e l y to present any very 

s t r i k i n g new features; as with the swords, the pottery must 

have acquired the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of indigenous manufacture. 

'\ 

Geog., I I , i i . 2 Arch., V. 115. 
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Moreover, i t i s unfortunate t h a t there i s no body of evidence 
as to the type of pottery i n use i n Yorkshire, Lancashire 
and Durham a t t h i s period of the merging of the Bronze and 
E a r l y I r o n Ages. An area of which only a very small propor­
t i o n i s ploughed land, one cannot expect to f i n d here the 
l i s t of f i n d s such as was c o l l e c t e d , for example, years ago 

i n the south-east, unless s p e c i f i c excavation on a lar g e s c a l e 
i 

i s undertaken. I t must be borne i n mind, too, that the 

occupation of the more f e r t i l e land of the Home Counties was 

n a t u r a l l y much more in t e n s i v e . Previous to the recent work 

of D r . R a i s t r i c k , excavation on native s i t e s i n the B r i g a n t i a n 

area has been n e g l i g i b l e . The absence of evidence i n such 

circumstances i s not the equivalent of negative evidence, as 

i t has not been searched f o r . Unless future work produces 

d e f i n i t e l y negative r e s u l t s , the most acceptable explanation 

of the B r i g a n t i a n occupation of the north i s s u r e l y that to 

which the a v a i l a b l e evidence f o r the h i s t o r y both of the 

period generally and of t h i s p a r t i c u l a r people points most 

strongly. 

While the view of the Brigantes as an e a r l y C e l t i c people 

a r r i v i n g i n the north of England during the period which 

witnessed the gradual t r a n s i t i o n from the Bronze to the 

Ir o n Age appears to accord best with the a v a i l a b l e evidence, 
^ c f . the f o r t r e s s Manching i n R a e t i a , s i m i l a r i n s i z e and 

construction to Stanwick, which has produced l a r g e qxiantities 
of pottery, e t c . , simply from constant ploughing during many 
generations (Paul Reinecke i n Per Bayenische Vorgeschichts-
freukd, i x (1930) 29 f f . ) . 
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i t must be acknowledged that there remains a p o s s i b i l i t y 

that they were a c t u a l l y a branch of the Middle La Tene 

invaders who were responsible f o r the introduction of the 

I r o n Age B cvature to the south-west and north-east. This 

i s the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n apparently accepted by Colllngwood.^ 

The B r i g a n t i a n invasion must i n t h i s case be placed almost 

contemporaneous with that of the P a r i s i i . Elgee*s arguments 

against the p o s s i b i l i t y of a l a t e r invasion appear to be 

sound, because there i s no shred of evidence, h i s t o r i c a l or 

archaeological, to j u s t i f y such a conclusion. Nor, indeed, 

i s there any evidence to suggest the a r r i v a l of a La Tene 

people i n e a s t Yorkshire s h o r t l y before the c h a r i o t e e r s ; 

i f the Brigantes are not i d e n t i f i e d with the sword-bearers, 

Brigantian eind P a r i s i a n c u l t u r e must be regarded as i d e n t i c a l . 

Here again we are l a c k i n g the r e s u l t s of extensive excavation, 

to c l e a r up the point as to whether the c h a r i o t - b u r i a l s 

p e r s i s t i n the West Riding i n proportionate numbers to those 

i n E a s t Yorkshire. I n the meanwhile, however, such an 

assumption f a i l s to take account of the e a r l i e r c u l t u r e 

which Elgee has discerned i n the lake-dwellings of P i c k e r i n g 

and Holderness; f o r there i s no people other than the 

Brigantes with whom they can be i d e n t i f i e d . I f , on the 

other hand, the l a t t e r are assumed to have reached Yorkshire 

^ QH E. i . 25, 67 
^ Bayly Man. 182-4 
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from the south-west, i t i s suspicious that they do not 

appear to have shared the ideas of those middle l a Tene 

f o l k on the subject, f o r example, of f o r t i f i c a t i o n . The 

complete (or almost complete) absence of earthworks with 

inturned entrances i n the Brigantian area, though the 

country to north-east and south-west i s t h i c k l y studded 

with them, i s one of the most s t r i k i n g features emerging 

from a personauL i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the f o r t i f i e d s i t e s i n the 

whole area. One must conclude that had the Brigantes 

a r r i v e d along with the r e s t of the I r o n Age B f o l k , they 

would have put these p r i n c i p l e s i n to p r a c t i c e from the 

f i r s t . Being already e s t a b l i s h e d , however, they would not 

be l i k e l y to depart from previous custom unless experience 

proved i t necessary; and t h e i r high m i l i t a r y reputation, 

coupled with the apparent reluctance of Rome to commence 

serio\is h o s t i l i t i e s throughout a f u l l generation a f t e r the 

Claudian invasion, must have confirmed t h i s b e l i e f i n t h e i r 

own i n f a l l i b i l i t y and enhanced t h e i r sense of complete 

s e c u r i t y . When C e r i a l i s did s t r i k e , the blow was s w i f t 

and comprehensive, with no delays which might permit the 

enemy to develop a new form of defensive technique. I t i s 

evident that the acceptance of Collingwood's view r a i s e s 

awkward points to which our present evidence f u r n i s h e s no 

s a t i s f a c t o r y answer. I n a l l the circumstances, the view 
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of the Brigantes as a much e a r l i e r C e l t i c people appears 
i 

the most reasonable on our present evidence. 

Dr. H. N. Savory, considering the evidence f o r the I r o n 
Age c u l t u r e i n East Yorkshire from the Danes' Graves, 
has a r r i v e d a t s i m i l a r conclusions regarding the 
i m p r o b a b i l i t y of a d i r e c t movement of t h i s c u l t u r e from 
the Continent t o the Yorkshire coast ( i d t t e r t o the w r i t e r , 
22 May 1939, summarising some conclusions on t h i s subject 
contained i n a D. P h i l , t h e s i s deposited i n the Bodleian 
l i b r a r y , Oxford). Shouldered j a r s and brooches from the 
Danes' Graves are c l o s e l y p a r a l l e l e d at S w a l l o w c l i f f e 
( w i l t s . ) , Solsbury (Bath), and more recent examples are 
being discovered i n Herefordshire. 
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IV. EXTENT 

OUR most valuable a u t h o r i t y on t h i s subject i s undoubtedly 
the Alexandrian geographer, ptolemy. His work covered the 
period A^D.127 to the time of Marcus A u r e l i u s , ^ though i t 
appears t n a t h i s sources f o r . B r i t a i n were much e a r l i e r ^ 
The f a c t that there i s no reference i n his work t o the 
Hadrianic f r o n t i e r has been taken to i n d i c a t e t h a t the 
sources of h i s in f o r m a t i o n were pre-Hadrianic; i n t h i s 
case i t i s necessary t o explain the mention of the VI l e g i o n 
at York as a l a t e a d d i t i o n , since the l e g i o n i s not recorded 
before 122, I n the south of B r i t a i n , too, the non-inclusion 

GlgymtP (Gloucester) as a town of the Dobxzni may be noted 
f o r what i t i s worth as i n d i c a t i n g a s t i l l e a r l i e r date; 
f o r ILS 2365 ( c f . EE, i x , 519) dates the foundation of the 
colony there to A.D.9b-B. On the other hand, Lindxim 
( L i n c o l n ) , where a colony was established under the Flavians, 
i s mentioned by Ptolemy - though admittedly as a 'town» of 
the O o r i t a n i , not as a colony. 

While negative information i s f r e q u e n t l y admissible as 
evidence, however, a consideration of the nature of Ptolemy»s 
work prevents i t s a p p l i c a t i o n i n t h i s case. i t must be 

^ Geog., I I , i i i ; Prosopographia I m p e r i i Romani (2nd ed,) 
I I , C. no. 981. ~ 

^ I t should be remarked that i n s c r i p t i o n s give Dobunnus as 
the form. 
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emphasised t h a t he was concerned i n g i v i n g a geographical 
fraunework f o r B r i t a i n , and not a gazetteer; and i t t h e r e f o r e 
f o l l o w s t h a t a i l l towns, even a l l the important towns, are not 
necessarily mentioned. This observation must be borne i n 
mind i n considering the degree to which his records i n d i c a t e 
the development of town l i f e i n Br i g a n t i a . I n t n i s connection 
i t may be stated at once that the nature of hi s work a f f o r d s 
l i t t l e valuable evidence. A consideration of those i d e n t i f i e d 
s i t e s which he includes i n Brigantian t e r r i t o r y makes i t c l e a r 
t h a t he was working from d i f f e r e n t sources of information. 
Vinnovium ( B i n c h e s t e r ) , 011cana ClUt^ley), and Eboracum (York) 
are w e l l known as m i l i t a r y s i t e s where pre-Romsin occupation 
i s unknown, i n s p i t e of excavation. Isurium (Aldborough) 
was of course the c i v i l c a p i t a l of B r i g a n t i a i n the Roman 
period, but here' again there i s no evidence f o r a pre-Roman 
foundation. On the other hand, as w i l l be demonstrated 
l a t e r , Qamulodunum and Rigodunum must be regarded, from 
i n t e r n a l p h i l o l o g i c a l evidence, as native strongholds; 
while Oaturactonium CCatterick) seems t o have been unique 
i n t h i s t r i b a l area i n that Roman m i l i t a r y occupation was 
established close by a p r e - e x i s t i n g native settlement, i t 
i s c l e a r , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t no more d e f i n i t e observation can 
be made on the character of Ptolemy's 'towns' than t h a t they 
i n d i c a t e some kind of occupation at each p o i n t about the early 
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second century. Whether th a t occupation was m i l i t a r y 
r a t h e r than c i v i l , Roman or p r i m a r i l y n a t i v e , was immaterial 
t o the geographer's immediate purpose. 

Nevertheless, i n s p i t e of these l i m i t a t i o n s , the f a c t 
remains tnat Ptolemy's map i s the only document of i t s k i n d 
bearing on our p a r t i c u l a r problem, and tha t i t does give an 
approximate i n d i c a t i o n of the extent of the d i f f e r e n t t r i b e s , 
w i t h the neunes and p o s i t i o n of many other landmarks. I t i s 
true t h a t Scotland has been rat h e r badly handled, and l i e s 
askew, so tha t what i s r e a l l y the west coast appears as the 
north, the n o r t h as the east, and so on; but by t u r n i n g i t 
through a r i g h t - a n g l e i t can be brought back to i t s tru e 
perspective, amd i t then appears t h a t , generally speaking, 
the land immediately t o the north of the Tyne-Solway isthmus 
was occupied on the west by the Novantae, i n the centre by 
the Selgovae and the Gadeni, and on the east by the Otadini. 
Four towns are a l l o t t e d by Ptolemy t o the Selgovae of which 
Trimontium has been i d e n t i f i e d as Hewstead. One of the two 
towns ascribed t o the Otadini has also been i d e n t i f i e d , namely, 
Bremenium (High Rochester), MtLller believed t h a t the Gadeni 
never existed a t a l l ; he takes the view^ t h a t the name i s a 
ghost-word, the r e s u l t of co p y i s t s ' e r r o r s , made out of 
'Otadini,' I n support of t h i s , i t may be noticed t h a t no 
town i s assigned to them, and tha t they are not mentioned 

M i i l l e r , 93-
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l a t e r w i t h tne Selgovae and the Otadini as bordering on the 
Brigantes. On the otner hand, i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o e x p l a i n 
the Risingham a l t a r dec Mogonti Gad-̂  except on the assumption 
tha t the dedica t i o n r e f e r s t o the l o c a l d e i t y of the Qadeni. 
Moreover, the Novantae are l i k e w i s e d e s t i t u t e of towns; 
while ax^cording to Ptolemy's conception of the l i e of the 
land, the Gadeni l a y t o the no r t h of the Otadini ( o r perhaps 
the Selgovae are r e f e r r e d to) and would not therefore be 
regarded as immediate neighbours of the Brigantes. 

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the remaining towns i n these 
t e r r i t o r i e s would help considerably i n the more accurate 
determination of the northern boundary of B r i g a n t i a ; even 
though Horsley's observation on the frequent d i s p o s i t i o n of 
p r i n c i p a l towns on the borders of various c o u n t r i e s ^ i s f a r 
from being a general r u l e , t h e i r s i t u a t i o n should i n e v i t a b l y 
supply a c l e a r e r view of the nucleus and extent of each t r i b a l 
domain. Yet though Ptolemy supplies no d e f i n i t e f r o n t i e r 
l i n e (and indeed i t i s probably that precise t e r r i t o r i a l 
demarcation of p o l i t i c a l dominion was unknown before the 
Roman occupation), he a f f o r d s c e r t a i n approximate i n d i c a t i o n s 

OIL, 996. c f . also OIL 997, Deo Mouno Oad, from the same 
place, the a l t e r Deo Mog:Con)ti COIL, 3^0) from Old Pe n r i t h , 
OIL, 958, dec Mggonti V i t i r e , from Netherby, and OIL, 1036, 
cUF Mountibus, from High Rochester. The fin d - s p o t s i n d i c a t e 
that i t i s another example, as w i t h the goddess B r i g a n t i a , of 
the l o c a l d e i t y being adopted by the s o l d i e r y and i n c e r t a i n 
cases t r a n s f e r r e d outside the t r i b a l area. The s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of the dedications has been discussed by B i r l e y (AA^. x i i 
222-3). 

^ BR> 364. 
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of the general area where B r i g a n t i a n a u t h o r i t y ceased t o 
operate and was replaced by tha t of the more northern t r i b e s . 
Geographical considerations p o i n t to the Tyne-Solway isthmus 
as a l i k e l y boundary; i t cannot be without s i g n i f i c a n c e that 
from the Roman period, at any r a t e , u n t i l modern times, t h a t 
narrow neck of land had accommodated a major f r o n t i e r l i n e , 
f i x e d always on the west at the Solway F i r t h though w i t h 
e x p l i c a b l e deviations towards the east. Furthermore, while 
m i l i t a r y considerations would n a t u r a l l y be paramount i n the 
choice of a l i n e f o r Hadrian's Wall, i t i s reasonable t o 
suppose th a t as f a r as possible the B r i g a n t i a n c i v i t a s would 
be kept intaxJt; and f i n a l l y , from the Tyne v a l l e y ccxnes 
evidence of a t r i b e which possessed i t s own a c t i v e c u r i a , 
and was probably one of those less important peoples on the 
f r i n g e s on Brigsuitian t e r r i t o r y proper whom ptolemy does not 
trouble t o mention s p e c i f i c a l l y , though i n c i d e n t a l references 
are t r a c e a i b l e . D e a l i n g only w i t h the more important peoples, 
Ptolemy merely states t h a t t o the south of the t r i b e s which we 
know t o have occupied Scotland lay the Brigantes, 'reaching 
from sea to sea. '̂  

The f u l l i m p l i c a t i o n s of t h i s reference w i l l be examined 
l a t e r . Meanwhile, there i s the problem of the southern 
boundary of the Br i g a n t i a n kingdom. This appears t o have 

1 p.129-31-
2 

Mai l e r , 96. 
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corresponded, very approximately, t o a l i n e j o i n i n g the 
number and the Mersey. The extensive v a l l e y marshes of 
the western estuary would form a n a t u r a l boundary between 
Manchester and Chester. On the other side of the pennines, 
near Doncaster, axe remains apparently connected w i t h the 
native f o r t at Wincobank which seem b^st i n t e r p r e t e d as l i n e s 
of defence against the early Roman invasion of B r i g a n t i a , or 
against neighbouring t r i b e s l i k e the G o r i t a n i , or indeed 
sigainst both a l i e n elements. The Don v a l l e y forms a n a t u r a l 
f r o n t i e r on the south-east side of these defensive l i n e s , 
whose eastern f l a n k was i d e a l l y protected by the expanse of 
H a t f i e l d Chase - a great swamp of 70,000 acres, reaching f o r 
about 50 miles between Li n c o l n and York. The Chase was a 
famous physical feature i n the Middle Ages, and was not 
e f f e c t i v e l y drained u n t i l the r e i g n of Charles I . I n t h i s 
region, where 'Lowland' and 'Highland* zones begin t o merge, 
the dateable evidence f o r Roman occupation i s very i n s t r u c t i v e 
The B r i g a n t i a n f r o n t i e r cannot have penetrated f u r t h e r south­
east than Templebrough, which l i e s on the opposite side of 
the Don v a l l e y t o the native f o r t at Winoobank; f o r though 
Mr. May's general remarks assuming the establishment of a 
f o r t here by A.D.54 are not j u s t i f i e d by any reference to 
d e f i n i t e evidence, he i l l u s t r a t e s examples of f i g u r e d Samian 
which make pre-Flavian occupation c e r t a i n ; ^ and i t was not 
^ Templebrough, 5-

2 i b i d . , PI, XXir, 1, 2, 4-5, 9, 12, 19. 
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u n t i l the governorship of P e t i l i u s O e r i a l i s CA-D .71-4) t h a t 
any r e a l attempt at permanent occupation of B r i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y 
was made. The discovery of t y p i c a l B r i g a n t i a n coins beyond 
t h i s p o i n t does not a f f e c t the v a l i d i t y of the argument, any 
more than the a l t a r s to the goddess B r i g a n t i a i n the region 
of Hadrian's Hall prove that the s i t e s of t h e i r discovery were 
i n B r i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y . - ^ These coins were i n the f i r s t 
place derived from the Eastern Oounties; and i n any case 
trade could account f o r an even wider d r i f t . There i s no 
reason t o suppose t h a t i n t e r - t r i b a l commerce was at a l l unusual. 

The evidence from the other f o r t s on t h i s southern 
boundary i s u n f o r t u n a t e l y negative. Excavation i n 1938 

disclosed a Flavian earth f o r t underlying the second century 
stone f o r t , but as yet nothing pre-Plavian has appeared. 
Nor have recent excavations revealed anything pre-Vespasianio 

2 

at Melandra. 
North Wales was c e r t a i n l y occupied by the Ordovices, who 

are mentioned i n both Tacitus^ and Ptolemy^, and by the 
Degeangli, whose existence i s known from the stamp on pigs 

5 
of lead mined i n t h a t country, i n a d d i t i o n t o a reference 
by Tacitus.^ Tegeingl , moreover, was the medieval name ^ p. 128. 
2 
Manchester Quardian, 11 July, 1938. 

3 
Agric., x v i i i , ; Annales, X I I , 1, c. 33. 

^ M i i l l e r , 98-9. 
5 EE, i x , p. 642. 
^ Annales, X I I , c. 32. 
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f o r a d i s t r i c t roughly corresponding t o F l i n t s h i r e . " ^ 
The Oornovii, w i t h t h e i r c a p i t a l at Wroxeter,^ i n h a b i t e d 

approximately the oounties of Cheshire and Shropshire, and the 
O o r i t a n i a s t r e t c h of country t o the east corresponding roughly 
to L incolnshire and L e i c e s t e r s h i r e ; Lindum ( L i n c o l n ) and Rage • 
or more c o r r e c t l y i n the Ravenna L i s t , ^ Ratae Qoritanorum, 
e v i d e n t l y the c a p i t a l - ( L e i c e s t e r ) , are ascribed t o them by 
Ptolemy. Between these two t r i b e s there appears t o be a gap 
which was under no t r i b a l organization. That t h i s was the 
case i n Roman times i s confirmed by two types of epigraphio 
record from that d i s t r i c t . I n the f i r s t place, there i s the 
milestone from the Silverlands d i s t r i c t of Buxton i n s c r i b e d 
A NAVI0NE.4 Apart from the trunk routes which normally give 
the distance t o the c a p i t a l of a province from some di s t s u i t 
place, the mileage on a l o c a l , secondary road i s usually given 
from a l o c a l self-governing centre,^ and the milestone i s set 
up by the a u t h o r i t y of the centre i n whose area i t stands. 
But t h i s milestone from Buxton ind i c a t e s t h a t i t stood i n an 
area organised on Navio, which our evidence does not edlow us 
to regard as a centre of self-government. Roman occupation 
at Brough was, i t seems, d e f i n i t e l y m i l i t a r y i n character. 

^ H a v e r f i e l d and Macdonald, Roman Occupation of B r i t a i n . 256. 

2 JRS, x i v , 244. 

3 Ravennas, 431"2. 

^ c f . Dessau, 1338. 

^ AS Mommsen f i r s t pointed out (OIL^ v i i i , 859). 
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Moreover, i n the Foligno i n s c r i p t i o n ^ a man (probably T. 
HateriuB Nepos) i s described as having been (P)RAEF 
EQVIT CENSITO(R) BRITTOKVM , ANAVION(EN), at some date 
(from i n t e r n a l evidence) j u s t before A.D,114. The i n h a b i ­
tants of t h i s d i s t r i c t obviously composed no separate o i v i t a s , 
but were merely regarded as those Britons whose a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
centre was Navio. I t i s t o be presumed, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t 
there was no t r i b a l organization i n t h i s d i s t r i c t t o be 
developed along cantonal l i n e s i n accordance w i t h the usual 

2 

Roman p r a c t i c e . The i n h a b i t a n t s of south Derbyshire appear 
to have been organized i n a s i m i l a r way. The stamp LVT or 
L7TVD on eleven, and possibly twelve, pigs of lead must r e f e r 
t o the place LVTVDARVM,^ and represents a c o n t r a c t i o n of the 
c o l l e c t i v e name L7TVDARENSES. I f the area had been organized 
on a t r i b a l basis, the stamp would probably have been a 
t r i b a l name, as f u r t h e r n o rth, i n west Yorkshire, we f i n d 
BRIG,"^ and i n the west DEGEANGL.5 Could the a u t h e n t i c i t y 
of the Hopton i n s c r i p t i o n (now l o s t ) be allowed - and i t i s 
c e r t a i n l y suspicious t h a t i t i s said t o have been found on 
land owned by a c e r t a i n Mr. Gell - i t would thus, as Gillam 
has pointed out, acquire a new s i g n i f i c a n c e . Haverfield's 
1 OIL, x i , 5213. 
2 of. Jones, Qompanion t n Boman History. 48. 

5 Ravennas, 429, g i ^ e s Lutudarpn. 
4 OIL, 1207. 

, i x , p.642. 
^ Derbyshire. 
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version^ i s : GELL / PRAE 0. I l l / LV BRITT. This o f f i c e r , 
l i k e Haterius, was of equestrian rank, and apparently held a 
s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n , as Gensitor to the Lutudarenses B r l t t o n e s . 
Both were probably under the j o i n t c o n t r o l of the procurator 
and the Governor, since both i m p e r i a l estates and a u x i l i a r y 
f o r t s were concerned. The i n s c r i p t i o n IMP.OAES.HADRIANI. 

2 
AVG.MET.LVT. on a p i g of lead from Oromford Nether Moor, 
besides proving t h a t the mines were i m p e r i a l property, 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t these centres of p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z ation 
e x i s t e d approximately contemporaneously. There i s thus 
good ground f o r b e l i e v i n g t h a t the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e organiza­
t i o n s of the Pennine d i s t r i c t now corresponding t o Derbyshire 
was n o n - t r i b a l i n character. Neighbouring peoples e v i d e n t l y 
v a r i e d a good deal i n t h e i r degree of p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z ation -
an observation of great s i g n i f i c a n c e which, as w i l l be seen, 
must also be applied to the north-west corner of England, 
and t o north-east Yorkshire. 

Although Ptolemy gives no other t r i b e than the Brigantes 
f o r p r a c t i c a l l y tne whole area of the s i x northern counties, 
except the p a r i s i i who occupied approximately the East Riding 
of Yorkshire, and states t h a t they 'reacned from sea t o sea,• 
i t does not f o l l o w t h a t the Brigantes d i d i n f a c t occupy the 
VOH Derbyshire, i , 230-3- H a v e r f i e l d d i d not a c t u a l l y see 
the i n s c r i p t i o n ; h i s reading i s from an eighteenth century 
drawing by Major Rooke. 

^ i b i d . 
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whole of t h i s area. Ptolemy's a r r e s t i n g phrase may be 
l i t e r a l l y t r u e i n t h a t the Brigantes had a sea f r o n t i e r on 
the west i n Lancashire, probably between the Mersey and the 
Ribble, and on the east i n Durham. But f o r Cumberland, 
Westmorland, and Lancashire-north-of-the-Sands, archaeology 
has important q u a l i f i c a t i o n s to make. Mr. R. G. Collingwood 
has shown^ th a t there i s formidable evidence of a d i s t i n c t 
d i f f e r e n c e between the pre-Roman c u l t u r e of the north-west 
and t h a t of the country east and south of the d i v i d i n g ramge 
of the Nortnern pennines. He dis t i n g u i s h e s two streauns of 
s e t t l e r s i n t h i s region i n the f i r s t h a l f of the second 
mi l l e n i i i m , of whom the N e o l i t h i c were much more nximerous 
than the Beaker f o l k . There i s no evidence of suiy l a t e r 
invasion before the Roman period, and the bronze implements 
which appeared a f t e r c. 1000 B.C. were proDaoiy acquired very 
gradually by way of trade. Even i n the Roman period i t was 
a d i s t r i c t l e f t very much t o i t s e l f . Roman f i n d s are few. 
The Ordnance Survey Map of Roman B r i t a i n marks no c i v i l 
settlement of any kind i n t h i s area apart from C a r l i s l e , a 
town which obviously owed i t s importance t o the Hadrianic 
f r o n t i e r . I t would appear probable that the area was 

1 Though Hubner (P-W, s.v. Brigantes, c o l . 843-4) makes t h i s 
u n j u s t i f i e d assumption. 

^ CŴ , x x x i i i , 153-200. Miss L. F. C h i t t y has expressed to me 
5er doubts concerning the j u s t i f i a b i l i t y of such views n a r t i v 
on the ground t h a t Collingwood f a i l e d to examine a l l t f i e ^ ^ 
av a i l a b l e evidence; but l do not t h i n k h i s main conclusions 
can be challenged. ^^noxusions 
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considered unimportant so long as i t remained peaceful - and 
a l l our evidence points to the view tha t the inh a b i t a n t s were 
i n s u f f i c i e n t l y organized to give serious t r o u b l e , even had 
they so desired. The absence of Roman c i v i l s i t e s i s only 
equalled by the lack of native h i l l - f o r t s or other strongholds 
of any consequence. For instance, an exhaustive survey of 
Westmorland revealed nothing more formidable than the enclosure 
of about one-sixth of an acre on Castle Crag, Mardale, and the 

1 
t i n y earthworth of Castleeteads i n the parish of Natland. 
There are many h u t - v i l l a g e s , but t h e i r defences are no more 
formidable than would be required to r e s i s t tne ravages of 
wolves, and an a u t h o r i t a t i v e conclusion i s th a t "the s e t t l e ­
ments were doubtless occupied f o r the most p a r t by pa s t o r a l 
communities who also practised a sort of garden-agriculture." 

There i s , i n f a c t , no p l a u s i b l e a l t e r n a t i v e to the view 
that there was no connection of any s i g n i f i c a n c e between the 
people who inhabited the north-west corner of England, and 
the B r i g a n t i a n c i v i t a s . I n the whole area of Cumberland, 
Westmorland, agad northern Lancashire, "we have not a sin g l e 
H a l l s t a t t or La T^ne brooch or potsherd,"^ and of the few 
remaining Early i r o n Age a r t i c l e s which have been found, 
"some came i n t o the d i s t r i c t a f t e r the Roman conquest, and 
the remainder are 'strays' come i n by trade or l e f t by 
RCHM, Westmorland, I n t r o d . , pp. x x v i i i - x x x v i . 

^ i b i d . , p . x x x i i i . 
3 OHE, i , 188. 
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t r a v e l l e r s , and do not p o i n t t o the existence of any l o c a l 
c u l t u r e t o correspond. We must i n f e r , " concludes O o l l i n g -
wood, " t h a t the I r o n Age B c i v i l i z a t i o n which took f i r m root 
i n the north-east and centred i n the great B r i g a n t i a n f o r t 
of Stanwick, l e f t our d i s t r i c t altogether unaffected. I f 
a school of Romano-Celtic a r t arose, under Roman t u i t i o n , i n 
the metal-working shops at places l i k e Brough-under-Stainmore 
and Kirkby There, t h i s was not the c o n t i n u a t i o n of a pre-Roman 
La T^ne a r t ; i t was the i n t r o d u c t i o n of something new, some­
t h i n g p a r t l y Romsin and p a r t l y of the C e l t i c I r o n Age, i n t o a 
d i s t r i c t where t h a t I r o n Age had not yet penetrated."^ 

Apart from the c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s which are so 
apparent, i t seems cl e a r that there was i n the north-west 
no p o l i t i c a l o rganization comparable t o t h a t of the Brigantes 
to the south-east; the population appears t o have been s p l i t 
up i n t o small clans and septs. The possible reading C( i v i t a s ) 
Carvetiomm on a stone seen at Voreda (Plumpton Wall) and since 
l o s t ^ may perhaps be an i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h i s separatism; 
though i t should be noted t h a t C(ohors) Carvetiorum i s equally 
possible. Stevens, who believes th a t the north-west and Wall 
region were o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of Br i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y , - ^ considers 
t h a t both C a r l i s l e and Oorbridge were, amongst others, created 
c i v i t a t e s by the Romans i n the t h i r d century, i n order t o 

^ ito i d . 
^ OIL, 325. 

^ AA^, x i , 141. 
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spread more evenly the increasingly onerous burden of l o c a l 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and taxation.-^ On t h i s view, the plumpton 
Wall i n s c r i p t i o n might he regarded as a l a t e one, r e f e r r i n g 
t o C a r l i s l e . 

Mr. Stevens bases his case f o r the extension of B r i g a n t i a 
s u f f i c i e n t l y f a r n o r t h to include the Wall region p a r t l y on 
the fact* that Ravennas does not include the Textoverdi 
aunongst other t r i b e s of which he gives the cgmtonal c a p i t a l s -
though admitting t h a t t h i s i s inconclusive, inasmuch as Isurium 
(Aldborough), the c a p i t a l of the Brigantes themselves, i s not 

2 

even mentioned. That the Textoverdi were i n the c i v i t a s of 
the Brigantes he says " i s proved not only by the evidence of 
Ptolemy, who takes the Brigantian t e r r i t o r y as f a r west as 
Lancaster, as f a r north at l e a s t as Binchester, but also from 
the d i s t r i b u t i o n of a l t a r s commemorating the goddess B r i g a n t i a , 
which have been found at Oorbridge, Oastlesteads and even 
Bixrens;" and i n a footnote he s p e c i f i c a l l y states: " I 
agree w i t h Sir George Maodonald, Arch Ael. 4th ser. v i i i , 
p.9> i n admitting the v a l i d i t y of these i n s c r i p t i o n s f o r 
determining the t e r r i t o r y of the Brigantes. 

F i r s t of a l l , however, the problem of the Textoverdi. 
Stevens has put forward an elaborate explanation of the 
^ EHR, l i i ( A p r i l , 1937), 199-200. 
2 

But see below, p252f; on the p o s s i b i l i t y of a 2nd or "5rd 
century s h i f t i n g of the c a p i t a l to York. 

^ AA4 , x i , 141, 
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appearance of another c u r i a w i t h i n what he takes t o be the 
c i v i t a s of the Brigantes, exp l a i n i n g i t as »»a C e l t i c word 
meaning «army», which was used not only as a s u b d i v i s i o n or 
pagus of the t r i b e , but as a place-name t o describe the 
meeting-place of the pagus, ""̂  The case i s well-argued 
and may w e l l have applied i n c e r t a i n d i s t r i c t s . The f a c t 
remains, however, t h a t i t i s an exceptional rather than the 
normal explanation of the word's s i g n i f i c a n c e ; and i t i s a 
wise r u l e t o assume the existence of the normal s t a t e of 
a i f f a i r s wherever t h i s i s consistent w i t h the other evidence -
as i n t h i s case; f o r Stevens' grounds f o r r e j e c t i n g the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of the Textoverdis being an ordinary independent 
( i f somewhat i n s i g n i f i c a n t ) t r i b e , must be regarded as 
unsound. The f a i r l y numerous i n s c r i p t i o n s on a l t a r s i n 
honour of the goddess B r i g a n t i a , which have been found i n 
two geographical groups nearly 100 miles apart, cannot be 
accepted as d e f i n i t e i n d i c a t i o n s i n themselves th a t the 
s i t e s of t h e i r discovery were a l l w i t h i n B r i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y . ^ 
The datta they a f f o r d shows t h a t they belong to the l a t e second 
or e a r l y t h i r d century when C e l t i c r e l i g i o n s were spread f a r 
a f i e l d by the s o l d i e r y g a r r i s o n i n g the m i l i t a r y f r o n t i e r s of 
the n o r t h . They have been found at Greetland, near 

^ AA x i , 145. 

2 See Appendix D f o r a f u r t h e r c o n sideration of the a l t a r s 
and t h e i r dedicators. 
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Slaok, Woodnook near Oaetleford,'^ Longwood near a r e e t l a n d / 
and Adel near Leeds,^ a l l i n the West Riding of Yorkshire; 
and at South Shields,5 Oorbridge,^ Oastlesteads,^ and Birrens,^ 
a l l on or w i t h i n reasonable reach of the l i n e of the Wall, and 
connected w i t h the m i l i t a r y f r o n t i e r system. The army's 
propensity f o r adopting native d e i t i e s , who thus o f t e n came 
to journey f a r beyond the bounds of t h e i r previous spheres 
of i n f l u e n c e , i s w e l l known. The adoption of the l o c a l 
d e i t y of the Gadeni and i t s worship i n f o r t s both n o r t h and 
south of Hadrian»s Wall? i s a case i n p o i n t . The whole of 
the group must be disregarded i n any consideration of the 
problem of the B r i g a n t i a n f r o n t i e r s . The main p r i n c i p l e 
of Btrley»s f o r c e f u l though hyperbolic remark about the 
Birrens a l t a r , i n f a c t , applies to the whole group: "The 
d e d i c a t i o n t o B r i g a n t i a from Birrens need prove t h a t Birrens 
was i n B r i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y no more than the Carvoran 
i n s c r i p t i o n s to the Syrian goddess, t h a t the Wall was i n 
Syria. ""̂ ^ Whatever may be the boundary to which other 
considerations p o i n t , the value of these dedications one 
way or the other i s p r e c i s e l y n i l . 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of the southern group, however, i s 
more i n t e r e s t i n g , because of the d i f f e r e n c e i n the character 
1—8 

See Appendix D. 
9 p. 116, n . l . 

AA^, v i i , 172. 
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of the find-spots. The existence of a f o r t at C a s t l e f o r d 
has yet to be proved, while at the other three s i t e s the 
n o n - m i l i t a r y character of any occupation seems s u f f i c i e n t l y 
assured. Richmond regards Longwood as a d e f i n i t e l o c a l 
shrine, and most recent excavations favour a s i m i l a r i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n f o r the s i t e of the Greetland a l t a r . TaJcen i n 
conjunction w i t h the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the three hoards of 
pre-Roman Br i g a n t i a n coinage - at Almondbury, L i g h t c l i f f e , 
and Honley, a l l i n the West Riding - and the evidence f o r 
BrigantiaJHi lead-mines i n the same area,-^ the conclusion i s 
i r r e s i s t i b l e that here was the true heart, commercial and 
i n d u s t r i a l , r e l i g i o u s and p o l i t i c a l , of the B r i g a n t i a n country. 

Mr. Stevens declares th a t Ptolemy's i n f o r m a t i o n favours 
the supposition t h a t the Textoverdi were included i n the 

2 

B r i g a n t i a n c i v i t a s . Such a statement i s misleading. 
Even i f Palatum were c e r t a i n l y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h Lancaster 
(which i t i s n o t ) , that would not a f f e c t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
problem; and yinnovium (Binchester) may very w e l l have 
been a border s t a t i o n . Rather does Ptolemy - a l b e i t 
unconsciously - provide cogent reasons f o r a p r e c i s e l y 
opposite view. The Textoverdi are not alone i n t h e i r 
f a i l u r e to win r e c o g n i t i o n by ptoleray; he mentions n e i t h e r 
the Degeangli, whose existence apparently as a separate 
^ p. 506. 
2 A 

AA^, x i , 141. 
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1 
t r i b e i s otherwise w e l l a t t e s t e d , nor the Genuni, who 
would seem from the wording of pausanias' famous passage 
t o have been outside the B r i g a n t i a n o i v i t a s . The l a t t e r 
may be regarded as a small and p o l i t i c a l l y unimportant t r i b e 
s i m i l a r t o the Textoverdi, who were doubtless over-awed i n t o 
a meek aoquiescence i n the major aspects of the f o r e i g n 
p o l i c y of more powerful neignbouring t r i b e s . This may be 
one reason f o r t h e i r omission by Ptolemy. Furthermore, 
h i s reference t o the 'harbour of the S e t a n t i i ' on the 
Lancashire coast must be regarded as showing t h a t small 
sub-tribes existed which may or may not have come under the 
hegemony of t h a t dominant t r i b e , but which were i n any case 
so unimportant t h a t the geographer d i d not consider them 
worthy of special i n d i v i d u a l mention. A f u r t n e r i l l u s ­
t r a t i o n of t h i s h a b i t of ptolemy>8 comes from his chapter 
on I r e l a n d : ^ 

Outlets of the r i v e r Logia 
Next to these, the promontory Rhobogdium 
Next to the Rhobogdii, on t h i s ssune side, dwell the 
D a r n i i . 

The f a c t t h a t there was a t r i b e known as the RhoDogdii^from 
which the promontory took i t s name, thus s l i p s out almost 
a c c i d e n t a l l y i n h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of coastal geographical 
features; i t i s not inconceivable t h a t i n B r i t a i n l i k e w i s e 
^ Unless the name i s contained i n »the promontory of the 

Caeangani' immediately to the south of the Seteia estuarv 
( M u l l e r , 8 5 ) -

^ I I , i i . 
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the names of several small t r i b e s are concealed i n the 
names of prominent landmarks, but f i n d no other expression. 
Such i n d i c a t i o n s , indeed, may w e l l consort w i t h Stevens' 
idea of the B r i g a n t i a n c i v i t a s r u l i n g over several dependent 
communities. I f Oamulodunum be regarded as tne pre-Roman 
Br i g a n t i a n c a p i t a l , f o r example, i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o account 
f o r the name Rigodunum, meaning 'King's town,' unless one 
supposes that i t was the c a p i t a l of one of these sub-tribes; 
and since i t i s d e f i n i t e l y included i n Ptolemy's l i s t of 
B r i g a j i t i a n oppida, there i s here a strong prima f a c i e case 
f o r such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

As f a r as the north-west and the Wall region are 
concerned, however, the a v a i l a b l e evidence does not j u s t i f y 
the assumption that the confederacy extended f a r enough to 
include those d i s t r i c t s . The north-west must have had a 
widely d i f f e r i n g mode of l i f e . I t was a backwater i n t o 
which the succeeding waves of c u l t u r e which came t o B r i t a i n 
hardly ever penetrated, and i n which N e o l i t h i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
survived to a remarkable extent. On the east side of the 
pennines, too, the traces of i r o n Age and Romano-British 
c u l t u r e such as we know to have been associated w i t h the 
B r i g a n t i a n nucleus i n the West Riding become sparse indeed 
as one proceeds f u r t h e r n o r t h . ^ This i s the case i n Durham, 

^ p. 114. 
^ See Plate I . 
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and i t lends colour t o the view of Vinnovium as a border town, 
i n the East Riding of Yorkshire, i t i s beyond question 

th a t a dominant people c a l l e d the P a r i s i i , doubtless 
c o l l a t e r a l s of the p a r i s i i of the Seine v a l l e y i n France, 
a branch of whom invaded B r i t a i n about 400 B.C., held sway 
over a people whose d a i l y l i f e was s t i l l t y p i c a l of the 
Bronze A g e . T h e boundary of the two t r i b e s must have 
been the ohvious geographical one represented by the marshes 
of the Vale of York. Dr. R a i s t r i c k has stated t h a t »'from 
the number t o the Tees, the Vale of York, u n t i l l a t e h i s t o r i c 
times, was one great a l l u v i a l t r a c t , swampy, and almost 
uncrossable, except at York where the York and Escrick 
moraines of the Vale of York g l a c i e r provide a double r i d g e 
of w e l l drained clay euid g r a v e l . . . A smaller and more broken 
causeway crosses the v a l l e y by N o r t h a l l e r t o n , where the s o l i d 
rocks come to the surface above lake muds and alluvium i n the 
low h i l l s around the town and towards Bedale, but t h i s i s 
rather a chain of low islands than a high l e v e l causeway 
such as t h a t by York."^ The York and Escrick routes, 
however, would be s u f f i c i e n t t o ensure commercial contacts 
"between the two t r i b e s . Brough-on-Humber was i n a l l 
p r o b a b i l i t y the c h i e f port from which the lead mined i n 

^ Elgee, Early Man, 20b f f ; and I . A. Richmond's review of 
Clark, E. Yorks, i n A^, x i i i , 323 -7 ; and Arch. J,, x c i i i . 
2 8 4 - 8 . ' 

^ 1MJ> ^ ^ i * t 361. 
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the northern pennines was exported t o the Continent. The 
recent discovery of Arretine ware at the adjacent North 
Ferriby settlement-^ points to the importance of the P a r i s i a n 
sea-board i n Yorkshire as a means of commercial communication 
between the i n t e r i o r of the north of B r i t a i n and the Continent. 

The occupation of north-east Yorkshire was very d i f f e r e n t 
from t h a t of the Wolds. This was due t o the d i f f e r e n t 
character of the t e r r a i n . Cut o f f from B r i g a n t i a by the 
Vale of York and tne Tees marshes, t h i s barren and inhospitable 
region was n a t u r a l l y shunned by the Pari s i i , who were able to 
s e t t l e on tne more f e r t i l e country to the south. The paucity 
of Roman influence i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d by Miss Kitson Clark's 
d i s t r i b u t i o n map;^ and Elgee has shown t h a t t h i s area, to 
which he applies the convenient name 'Blackamore», served 
as a r e t r e a t f o r the Bronze Age peoples of East Yorkshire 
upon the invasion of the cnarioteers about 400 B. C*-̂  

Evidence f o r the s i t u a t i o n of some, at l e a s t , of the 
Brig a n t i a n lead mines i s afforded by a p i g of leaui from 
Hayshaw Moor, between Pateley Bridge and Grassington, 
i n s c r i b e d BRIG suad dateable t o A.D.81.4 

I n s c r i p t i o n s a t t e s t i n g the presence of men of B r i g a n t i a n 

YAJ, x x x i v , 234 -5 . 

^ Yorks. 
^ Early Man, 191. 

^ OIL, 1207. 



134-

n a t i o n a l i t y have been found as f a r apart as Mumrills,^ 
on the S c o t t i s h Wall, and ( a more doubtful instance) at 

2 

Ford near Canterbury. The former was an army r e c r u i t 
who must have been d r a f t e d away from his n a t i v e d i s t r i c t 
on j o i n i n g the second cohort of Thracians; i t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g because i t may i n d i c a t e an attempt t o k i l l 
two objectionable b i r d s w i t h one snrewd a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
stone, by removing young f i g h t i n g men from the troublesome 
Br i g a n t i a n area at some time i n the second century and 
compelling them t o serve the empire by r e p e l l i n g invaders 
i n the f a r north. The l a t t e r i s more l i k e l y to have been 
a c i v i l i a n , e.g., a merchajit. 

Single coins of the pre-Roman perioa have occurred i n 
Yorkshire, but the three hoards previously r e f e r r e d to throw 
more l i g h t tnan could otherwise have been hoped f o r upon the 
c o n d i t i o n of B r i g a n t i a i n tha t important p e r i o d j u s t before, 
and during the early stages of, the Roman conquest. The 
designation CART on one of the series, i d e n t i f i a b l e only 
w i t n the notorious queen Cartimandua, makes t n e i r a t t r i b u t i o n 
t o the Brigantes c e r t a i n . Two coins from Almondbury i n t i e 
York Museum are i n s c r i b e d on the convex side VO L I SIO, and 
on the concave DVM NO 00 VEROS; of the f i v e B r i t i s h s i l v e r 

GlLg 1091 , and EE, i x , p. 623. 
2 

JRS, x x i v . 219. Certain missing l e t t e r s must be supplied 
anCT B(rig)ANTIS appears t o be a probable, though not ' 
c e r t a i n , reading. 
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coins from Honley, VOLISIOS occurs on tne convex side of 

a l l , while four of them bear the name D7MN0VER0S on the 

concave side. The f i f t h reads CARTIOVE, an obvious 

reference to Cartimandua. Oman has made the i n t e r e s t i n g 
suggestion t h a t V o l i s i o s was a B r i t i s h king who associated 
w i t h himself as colleagues f i r s t Dumnoooveros, perhaps hie 
son, and l a t e r Cartimandua, apparently his daughter and 
heiress, 1 Richmond, on the other hand, views these c o i n 
i n s c r i p t i o n s from m. e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t angle: to him "the 
name Volusius, which appears i n C e l t i c form as V o l i s i o s on 
c e r t a i n B r i g a n t i a n coins of which copies are i n the Tolson 
Memorial (Huddersfield) Museum, looks Roman, and may show 

t h a t Roman f i n a n c i a l agents or moneyers were at work among 

the Brigantes, j u s t as according to Caesar they worked i n 
2 

Gaul a century before." I t should be noted t h a t the 
Br i g a n t i a n coinage was probably the poorest and l a t e s t of 
the pre-Roman issues i n B r i t a i n , of low m e t a l l i c standard 
and crude design. The coins were, i n f a c t , third-hand 
copies, derived from the Eastern counties and not - as was 
the case w i t h the coinage of the t r i b e s of south and east 
B r i t a i n - d i r e c t from Gaul.^ 

As has already been pointed out, Ptolemy's d i r e c t 

^ Elgee, Arch. Yorke., l i b - ? . 
^ Huddersfield. 14. 

^ see G. C. Brooke, NC5, ( 1 9 3 3 ) , l l b - 2 0 -
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references to the towns of the Brigantes cannot be taken 
as any key to the development of t h e i r c i v i l l i f e . Indeed, 
our evidence s t r o n g l y favours the view t h a t despite the 
Roman foundation of Isurium, the Brigantes resembled the 
P a r i s i i i n at l e a s t one respect - t h e i r preference f o r 
v i l l a g e economy.^ But when i t i s remembered t h a t Ptolemy's 
purpose was to give a series of observation or c a l c u l a t i o n 
p o i n t s , s u i t a b l y spaced, these s i t e s acquire a new and no 
less valuable s i g n i f i c a n c e ; i t i s evident t h a t i f they 
could a l l be i d e n t i f i e d , the problem of the extent o f the 
t r i b e would be c r y s t a l l i z e d and resolved i n t o narrow l i m i t s . 

T acitus' observation: "Brigantum c i v i t a t e m , quae 
numerosissima pr o v i n c l a e t o t i u s p e r hibetur, adgressus"^ 
demands consideration a t t h i s p o i n t . Bearing i n mind the 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n made i n another connection, t h a t he may be 
vaguely r e f e r r i n g t o the whole o f Venutius* adherents - an 
important p a r t of whom were not Brigantes - i t must be 
admitted a t once t h a t the evidence of the accompanying 
Gazetteer and d i s t r i b u t i o n map f u l l y confirms t h i s statement. 
Ptolemy's evidence f o r the mere extent of the area does not 
i n i t s e l f a f f e c t the question q u i t e so c l o s e l y as might be 
imagined; the whole area has always been noted f o r i t s many 
barren acres, and R a i s t r i c k has pointed out t h a t peat (rendering 
1AA^. x l i i , 325-6> where Mr. Richmond has drawn a comparison 

w i t h the Allobroges and V o c o n t i i of Gaul 
2 A g r i c . , x v i i 
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human occupation impracticable) had made considerable 
accumulations on the f e l l s as early as the Bronze Age; 
while the advent of the col d , wet sub-Atlantic period had 
the e f f e c t of encouraging the growth of coarse and swsunpy 
vegetation on a l l the h i l l slopes and summits except those 
possessing n a t u r a l l y good drainage. 1 Nevertheless, i t i s 
clear t h a t a l l the s u i t a b l e s i t e s f o r h a b i t a t i o n were q u i t e 
t h i c k l y populated. I n the c e n t r a l smd north Yorkshire dales 
the extensive remains of v i l l a g e s sind associated f i e l d s are 
s t i l l v i s i b l e ; and though - doubtless l a r g e l y through modern 
i n d u s t r i a l development - these f o r t u n a t e conditions do not 
p r e v a i l i n south Yorkshire, the profuseness of casual f i n d s 
goes f a r towards confirming the view t h a t t h i s area formed 
the heart of B r i g a n t i a . The number of coin hoards c o l l e c t e d 
i n the Gazetteer (Appendix A) i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r i k i n g 
f e a t u r e , e s p e c i a l l y when i t i s remembered t h a t by f a r the 
greater p a r t of the land under review has never come under 
the plough. The i n h a b i t a n t s of the West Yorkshire Pennines, 
i n p a r t i c u l a r , appear to have been at l e a s t as prosperous as 
the P a r i s i i ; f o r the East Yorkshire d i s t r i c t Miss Kitson 
Clark can quote only eleven coin hoards. 

Five of Ptolemy's 'towns' are d e f i n i t e l y i d e n t i f i a b l e 
w i t h c e r t a i n s i t e s . I t i s noteworthy t h a t the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
i n four of these cases i s due t o the presence of m i l i t a r y 

i YAJ, x x x i v , 1 4 5 - 7 . 
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posts. On the other hand, the existence of an extensive 
c i v i l settlement outside the f o r t at I l k l e y (Olicana)-^ i s a 
reasonable prestamption,^ while s i m i l a r l y a t Ca t t e r i c k there 
are i n d i c a t i o n s of considerable c i v i l occupation, suid possibly 
a native f o r t i f i c a t i o n existed about the s i t e of the present 

3 

v i l l a g e a mile or so away from the f o r t . There i s , moreover, 
a C e l t i c stem i n Caturactonium which cannot be disregarded, 
f o r racte i s derived from the C e l t i c , meaning a f o r t , ^ thus 
implying t h a t adjacent earthworks existed at the time the 
Roman s t a t i o n was f i r s t established. I n other cases, of 
course, the C e l t i c element does not necessarily imply a pre-
Roman settlement; i t would be the normal procedure t o name 
s i t e s a f t e r the most s t r i k i n g physical features of the neigh­
bourhood, such as a r i v e r . Instances of t h i s are Isurium -
probably from the r i v e r Ure - and Lavatrae ( o r probably more 
c o r r e c t l y i n Ravennas, Lavaris) - Bowes, where there i s no 
evidence of pre-Roman occupation of any kind, Lavarae, 
according t o Richmond, i s " p l a i n l y a river-ngune, cognate 
w i t h the modern Welsh L l a f a r (Ekwall, English river-names. 
238, s.v. Laver), Gaelic Labhar (Watson, The History of the 

For a discussion of the evidence f o r the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , of. 
Woodward, YAJ, x x v i i i , 311-13 . 

^ Woodward, YAJ, ( 1 9 2 5 ) , 152-4 . 

^ See Gazetteer, s.v. 

^ Holder, s.v. of. I r i s h xath, and the G a l l i c h i l l - f o r t 
B ibracte. 
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C e l t i c place-names of Scotland, 4 3 2 ) , and G a l l i c Labara 
Labarus. The name means "babbling,' and the r i v e r , now 
Greta, f a l l s i n noisy rapids below the f o r t . I s u r i u m 
appears to have been of Romaji o r i g i n as f a r as one can 
deduce from the r e s u l t s of successive excavations at 
Aldborough, though n o n - m i l i t a r y i n character. I t was i n 
f a c t the t r i b a l c a p i t a l , the seat of c i v i l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
at any ra t e i n Roman times, f o r i n the F i f t h I t e r of the 
Antonine I t i n e r a r y , t h a t valuable second-century roadbook 
of B r i t a i n , i t i s r e f e r r e d t o as t'Isubrigantum," A l l the 
other known cases where the t r i b a l name i s thus attached t o 
th a t of the town have been proved to be t r i b a l and cantonal 
c a p i t a l s . viroconium cornoviorum - Wroxeter; Durovemum 
Oantiacorm - Canterbury; and i n Gaul L u t e t i a Parisiorum -
the modern Paris - are amongst other examples which come t o 
mind. Eburacum (York), the c h i e f c i t y i n the northern 
m i l i t a r y zone of B r i t a i n , i n the t h i r d century, at einy r a t e , 
combined both c i v i l smd m i l i t a r y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . Not only 
i s i t known t o have been the c a p i t a l f i r s t of Severus' 
northern province (Lower B r i t a i n ) , but there i s j u s t a 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t i n the second century i t usurped Aldborough's 
p o s i t i o n as c a p i t a l of the Brigantes,^ But since there i s no 
evidence of the existence of a colony as e a r l y as Ptolemy, i t 
cannot be assumed t h a t the existence of a c i v i l settlement 

AA^t ^li» 336, n. 54-

2 p. 252 f . 
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was a f a c t o r which i n s p i r e d i t s i n c l u s i o n amongst the 
BriRa n t i i t f t oppida. The e a r l i e s t record of the colony 
at York, i n f a c t , i s i n A.D. 237'*"; and i t has been pointed 
out t h a t the growing diseas of the barracks f o r q u a r t e r i n g 
troops would enhance the importance of a d j o i n i n g settlements, 
thus suggesting a Severan foundation f o r the colony at York. 

Vi^aovia ( B i n c h e s t e r ) , l i k e w i s e , only evidence f o r 
m i l i t a r y occupation i s av a i l a b l e . I t i s true t h a t excavation 
here has been confined to the known f o r t s i t e , and even t h i s 
has not been i n t e n s i v e enough t o warrant the conclusion t h a t 
there was no c i v i l settlement e i t h e r on the s i t e or nearby; 
the d i f f i c u l t y r e c e n t l y experienced i n recovering the o u t l i n e 
of the e a x l i e s t f o r t was so great that the chances of f i n d i n g 
evidence of s t i l l e a r l i e r occupation there are n e g l i g i b l e . 

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of these s i t e s , apart from the 
exceptional case of Aldborough, i s unquestionably due t o 
t h e i r m i l i t a r y character. Not only are t e l l - t a l e i n s c r i p t i o n s 
more p l e n t i f u l , but compilations l i k e the Antonine I t i n e r a r y , 
the Ravenna Cosmography, and the N o t i t i a Dignitatum, n a t u r a l l y 
noticed these s t a t i o n s as more important than native centres 
which,lacking any d i r e c t connection w i t h the main trunk roads, 
r a p i d l y l o s t t h e i r former d i g n i t y and were not superseded or 
supplemented by a Roman m i l i t a r y post. Palatum or Galaoum, 

^ JRS, x i , 102. 

2 Ravennas, 4 3 1 - 2 , gives t h i s form of the name, as does the 
Antonine I t i n e r a r y (ed. Cuntz. 71). Vinovie (OIT Ao7\ i s apparently a r u s t i c form oi Khoviar ^ 427 ) 
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1 since i t appears more than once i n such p u b l i c a t i o n s , must 
owe the perpetuation of i t s name to such an establishment. 
The remainder - Rigodunum, Epiacum, and Camulodunum - must 
have been important settlements wnen Ptolemy's source was 
compiled, but whether they subsequently faded i n t o o b l i v i o n 
as completely as our records of them i s unknown. More than 
any of the others, they would seem to have been purely 
B r i g a n t i a n i n character; and, i f so, the chances of d i r e c t 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n such as i n s c r i p t i o n s a f f o r d are extremely 
s l i g h t , even under the most favourable conditions of 
in t e n s i v e excavation. 

Camulodunum, indeed, must have been an extremely 
important s i t e . I t should be noted here t h a t Horsley's 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of i t w i t h the Cambodunum of the Antonine 
I t i n e r a r y ' ^ i s probably a mistaken one, as the etymological 
d e r i v a t i o n s of the two names are e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t . 
Oamulodunum means the h i l l - f o r t of Gamulos - a native 
d e i t y , equated w i t h Mars, the Roman god of war;3 whereas 
Camboduntam i s the crooked or t w i s t e d h i l l - f o r t . 4 Horsley 
placed the s i t e at Greetland i n the CsuLder v a l l e y , not f a r 
from the f o r t at Slack. From Greetland, of course, comes 
^ Ant. I t i n . , 74; Ravennas, 4 3 1 - 2 . 

^ BR, 3&6. 

^ Bolder, A l t - O e l t i s c h e r Sprachschatz, i , c o l . 7 2 5 - 6 , s.v. 
4 i b i d , , c o l . 7 1 4 - 5 , 
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one of the dedications t o the goddess B r i g a n t i a ; b u t i t i s 
now c l e a r from the r e s u l t s of the excavations of 1937"8 t h a t 
there can have been no extensive occupation of t h i s s i t e . 
Widespread trenching d i d not produce a single potsherd. 
Castle H i l l , Almondbury, whence comes one of the three hoards 
of B r i g a n t i a n coins^ i s , as Richmond has suggested, much more 
l i k e l y t o have accommodated t h i s ancient town.^ Furtnermore, 
while the size and formidable defences of Almondbury, together 
w i t h i t s f i n e p o s i t i o n , i t s s i t u a t i o n i n what we suppose to 
nave been tne heart of B r i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y , as w e l l as the 
f i n d s i t has produced without excavation, a l l i n d i c a t e t h a t 
i t was probably the c h e f - l i e u of the area, there i s a strong 
presumption on other grounds i n favour of Camulodiinum having 
been the pre-Roman native c a p i t a l . Ptolemy i s again the 
a u t h o r i t y , though i n t h i s case u n w i t t i n g l y . I n the Syntaxis 
Mathematica he w r i t e s : 

»The twenty-second p a r a l l e l ... i s d i s t a n t from the 
e q u a t o r i a l d i v i s i o n 55"" and i s drawn thro\igh Brigantium 
i n great B r i t a i n : the t w e n t y - t h i r d p a r a l l e l ... 56=* . . . 
i s drawn through the centre of great B r i t a i n : the 
twenty-fourth p a r a l l e l . . - 5 7 ° i s drawn through 
Caturactonium of B r i t a i n . »3 

The p o i n t of i n t e r e s t i s t h a t while tnere i s no town c a l l e d 
Brigantiiim known t o us i n the south ( o r indeed any other p a r t ) 
of B r i t a i n , Oamulodunum (Colchester) i s placed p r e c i s e l y at 

^ 9Ikf 200. 
2 Huddersfield, 84-

^ Syntax, i l , 6. 
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55° l a t i t u d e . The only reasonable explanation of the 
presumption t h a t t h i s i s the town to which Ptolemy i s r e a l l y 
r e f e r r i n g i s th a t he confused Camulodunum Trinovantum w i t h 
Camulodunum Brigantum; the l a t t e r place was no doubt 
r e f e r r e d t o by other t r i b e s as Brigantium, qua caput c i v i t a t i s . 
The conversion of the t r i b a l i n t o the town name, while unusual, 
i s not without p a r a l l e l ; the modern Paris owes i t s name to 
the C e l t i c t r i b e of that region. I f t h i s i s c o r r e c t , i t 
implies (bearing i n mind the customary attachment of t r i b a l 
names t o c a p i t a l towns) that the northern Camulodunum was 
customarily regarded at that time as the B r i g a n t i a n c a p i t a l . 
I t w i l l be noted t h a t Ptolemy does not w r i t e Isurium Brigantiim 
i n the Geography, and i t may w e l l be th a t h i s sources describe 
a s t a t e of a f f s i i r s previous t o tne transference of the c a p i t a l 
to Aldborough. The Antonine I t i n e r a r y , which gives the 
reference t o Isubrigantum, i s at any r a t e u s u a l l y ascribed 
t o Caracalla (though here again the sources may be somewhat 
e a r l i e r ) , and i t may be tn a t the t r a n s f e r d i d not take place 
u n t i l the early t h i r d century when the town w a l l at Aldborough 
was f i r s t constructed. But even i f Isurium was the c a p i t a l 
from the time i t acquired a municipal character, i t i s s t i l l 
p ossible t h a t Ptolemy i s perpetuating the customary d e s c r i p t i o n 
of the former n a t i v e c a p i t a l by w r i t i n g Brigantium. 

^ MUller, 100. 

^ YAJ, xx x i v , 232 -3 . 
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The cause of tne err o r may very l i k e l y be Ptolemy's 
misplaced t r u s t i n the r e l i a b i l i t y of Tacitus, i n copying 
from the speech of Oalgacus i n the A g r i c o l a , w h i c h gives 
BriRantes where I c e n i must be meant. There i s another 
instance of t h i s h a b i t i n the Geography,^ where Siatutanda 
appears i n tne l i s t of towns i n Germany - obviously, as 
MUller p o i n t s out,"^ due to ignorant copying of Tacitus• 
Annals, i v , 73: " s o l u t o iam c a s t e l l i ( i . e . F l e v i ) o bsidio 
et ad sua tutanda d i g r e s s i s r e o e l l i b u s . " 

i n any case, Isurium ceuinot have been the o r i g i n a l 
native c a p i t a l . Successive excavations a t Aldborougn only 
add c o n v i c t i o n t o the conclusion tnat there was no pre-Roman 
occupation there of any note. Dr, K. A. Steer, i n a review 
of the work of 1937» w r i t e s : »'No f i n d s suggesting a p r e -
Roman occupation of tae s i t e nave Deen found at any p o i n t 
w i t h i n the c i t y w a l l s , and i t i s i n c r e d i b l e that i f such 
traces e x i s t e d they should have been missed. Wherever 
Queen Oartimandua held her co u r t , and tne problem i s not 
yet solved, Aldborough can no longer be considered a serious 
claimant.«^ I t can only have become the c a p i t a l a f t e r the 
Roman hold on the d i s t r i c t had been established l a t e i n the 
f i r s t century, when the Brigantes appear t o have r e l i n q u i s h e d 

^ Agile., x x x i , §5-
^ Geog.. , I I , x i , § 1 2 ; M i i l l e r , 266. 
^ ttuller, 266. 
4 Yorkshire Post. 20 September, 1937-
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t h e i r monarchy, and to have come more d i r e c t l y under Roman 
ru l e . I t was a normal Roman practice to allow c l i e n t 
kingdoms - instance the Regni - to r e t a i n t h e i r e x i s t i n g 
monarch but t o prevent any succession t o the throne by an 
hei r . No mention i s made of a Brigantian king a f t e r Venutius, 
about A.D.70, auad i t seems that tne Brigantes must be included 
i n Tacitus* general statement, made at the end of the f i r s t 
century, that "the B r i t i s h t r i b e s were formerly governed by 
kings, but at present they are divided i n p a r t i e s and f a c t i o n s 
among t h e i r chiefs.""^ I t i s inconceivable t h a t a warlike 
t r i b e w i t h mountain a f f i n i t i e s l i k e the Brigantes would 
choose a s i t u a t i o n l i k e that of Aldborough, which l i e s q u i t e 
exposed on a p l a i n , f o r the heart of t h e i r dominion. The 
Romans probably chose i t as tne s i t e of the new c a p i t a l 
d e l i b e r a t e l y , because i t l i e s i n a p o s i t i o n under easy 
surveillance of tne legionary f o r t r e s s at York. AS a 
commercial and i n d u s t r i a l centre, too, Aldborough was 
advantageously si t u a t e d . 

Oamulodunum i s not the only candidate f o r tne d i g n i t y 
of pre-Roman c a p i t a l of Br i g a n t i a , On p h i l o l o g i c a l grounds 
alone, Rigoduniim has a strong claim, f o r i t i s the l a t i n i z e d 
form of the C e l t i c name f o r »»Kingis town. "3 Unfortunately, 
^ Agric., x i i . 
2 p. 251-2, 
^H o l d e r , op> c l t , . i i , c o l . 1186, s ^ . 
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i t s s i t u a t i o n i s unknown, and the problem i s made a l l the 

more d i f f i c u l t by the f a c t t h a t the l a t i t u d e and longitude 

given by ptolemy - or more f a i r l y , perhaps, by the s u r v i v i n g 
t r a n s c r i p t i o n s of Ptolemy's t e x t - are f a r from dependable, 
even when corrected t o comply w i t h modern Greenwich reckoning. 
For example, even when the r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n s of known s i t e s 
l i k e Olicana, Eboracum and Oaturaotonium are established, 
Vinovia, which from epigraphic evidence coupled w i t h t h a t 
of Ravennas must be placed at Binohester,^ i s nevertheless, 
according t o Ptolemy's f i g u r e s , s i t u a t e d somewhere near the 

2 

west coast. While Glazebrook Rylands' i n t e n s i v e research 
has shown th a t the p o s i t i o n of the s i t e s on the east coast 
must be moved h a l f a degree f a r t h e r n orth than the degrees 
of l a t i t u d e o r d i n a r i l y given, there i s absolutely no i n d i c a ­
t i o n as t o whether t h i s also applies to s i t e s i n the centre 
and on the west side of the isleuid. Before speculative 
th e o r i e s can be converted i n t o reasonable presumptions based 
on f a c t , excavation on l i k e l y s i t e s i s e s s e n t i a l i n order t o 
o b t a i n confirmatory evidence. 

A recent suggestion^ t h a t Rigodunum may perhaps be 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the remains at Ingleborough^ i s , however, 
^ p. 140. 
^ The geography of Ptolemy Elucidated, 64. 

^ Which I owe t o Mr. I . A. Richmond. 
4 

See Gazetteer (Appendix A), s.v. 
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i n t e r e s t i n g from more than the immediate co n s i d e r a t i o n of 
thus disposing of one of the u n i d e n t i f i e d towns. I n the 
f i r s t place, i f excavation proved t h i s t o be a reasonable 
assmption, i t would e f f e c t u a l l y e s t a b l i s h t h a t Ptolemy was 
not g i v i n g a mere l i s t of the c h i e f Roman s t a t i o n s i n the 
d i s t r i c t - whether m i l i t a r y or c i v i l i n character. As f a r 
as the question of the Bri g a n t i a n c a p i t a l i s concerned, 
Rigodunum need not necessarily have been the c h i e f town of 
that t r i b e ; the name may be but a f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n of the 
existence of sub-tribes of one of which Ingleborough was the 
c a p i t a l . Or again (an i n t r i g u i n g idea) i t may have been the 
ch i e f stronghold of Venutius f o l l o w i n g h i s s p l i t w i t h 
Gartimandua to which he perhaps clung even a f t e r her 
departure under Roman escort, or possibly u t i l i z e d a second 
time during the struggle w i t h O e r i a l i s . Such an explanation 
do.es not i n t e r f e r e w i t h the very strong case f o r regarding 
Oajmulodunum as the native c a p i t a l under normal p o l i t i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n s ; euid c e r t a i n l y the imposing majesty of I n g l e ­
borough, commanding as i t does a wide sweep of the western 
dales, would seem t o assure i t of a much greater importance 
than the centre of a l o c a l s ub-tribe could expect. 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t i f Rigodunum were indeed 
at Ingleborough, Ptolemy's f i g u r e s f o r Epiacum would, on the 
Bame scale of measurement from sin established base l i k e 
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O a t t e r i o k , and i g n o r i n g the l a t i t u d e which i s so f r e q u e n t l y 
inaccurate, be q u i t e consistent w i t h the p l a c i n g of t h a t town 
p r e c i s e l y on the eminence of Blackrod i n Lancashire where 
traces of a considerable settlement have been observed. 
But these can be no more than mere p o s s i b i l i t i e s u n t i l 
excavation of the s i t e s can be undertaken. The urgent 
need f o r such i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s s e l f - e v i d e n t , i f t e n t a t i v e 
theories are to be given the opportunity of a c q u i r i n g a 
f a c t u a l basis, and the main features of the problem elucidated, 

Such must have been the outward extent of the B r i g a n t i a n 
kingdom at the time of the Roman invasion and during the years 
immediately f o l l o w i n g . There are many gaps i n our knowledge, 
but the broad o u t l i n e s at l e a s t must be s u b s t a n t i a l l y c o r r e c t . 
The p i c t u r e of the Brigantes drawn from the a v a i l a b l e evidence 
i s t h a t of a powerful t r i b e c entering i n the West Riding, 
whose hegemony extended over the whole of the north of 
England south of tne Tyne-Solway isthmus w i t h the exception 
of East Yorkshire and the backwater of the marshy v a l l e y s and 
e s t u a r i e s of the north-west. Their high degree of m i l i t a r y 
o r g a n i z a t i o n i s suggested by the strength and size of t h e i r 
strongholds, such as are known, and confirmed by the h i s t o r y 
of t h e i r stout resistance to the s k i l l e d armies of the 
conquerors of the known world. Though i n time of peace 
p r i m a r i l y an a g r i c u l t u r a l or p a s t o r a l community, p r a c t i c a l l y 

^ Appendix A, s.v. 
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untouched - xmlike the B r i t i s h t r i b e s of the south-east -
by the romanizing influences which had long been p e n e t r a t i n g 
gradually from Gaul, archaeology supplements ptolemy i n 
proving the existence of a f a i r l y w e l l developed c i v i l l i f e , 
i n d i c a t e d by c e r t a i n settlements, beyond which romanization 
never made any great impression i n the n o r f h : but t h i s 
development was l i m i t e d i n a regional form even w i t h i n 
the B r i g a n t i a n st a t e . ̂  

Largely because of the great extent of t e r r i t o r y 
comprised i n the B r i g a n t i a n c i v i t a s . and the wide d i f f e r e n c e s 
of l i v i n g conditions and c u l t u r e p r e v a i l i n g i n d i f f e r e n t 
p a r t s , i t i s impossible to generalize about the c o n d i t i o n 
of the Brigantes as a whole. I t i s not s u r p r i s i n g , when 
these f a c t o r s are considered, t h a t there should develop 
such widely d i f f e r i n g i n t e r e s t s and p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s 
as have already been noticed i n t r a c i n g the h i s t o r y of 
t h i s people. 

^ See Econ. Conditions, ( i i i ) . 
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V. THE ROMAN MILITARY OOGUPATION OF BRIGANTIA 

( i ) GENERAL, 

I n order t o consider the h i s t o r y of the Brigauitee i n 
i t s proper perspective, i t i s es s e n t i a l t h a t i t should be 

viewed against the background of the purely Roman features 
df the occupation. For t h i s purpose, the accompanying map 
i l l u s t r a t e s the system of communications adopted by the 
Romans i n holding down and e x p l o i t i n g the area under review. 
A comprehensive and d e t a i l e d survey i s not intended and, i n 
do u b t f u l cases, except where more recent i n v e s t i g a t i o n has 
produced conclusions which may reasonably be accepted, 
r e l i a n c e i s placed upon the 0. S. Map of Roman B r i t a i n 
(second e d i t i o n ) as the f i n a l a u t h o r i t y . While, however, 
f o r the greater p a r t of the area a b r i e f summary of the 
e x i s t i n g p o s i t i o n must s u f f i c e , special a t t e n t i o n i s paid 
to North Yorkshire, whose communications appear t o have been 
based on the Roman f o r t at Bainbridge i n Wensleydale; p a r t l y 
because t h i s small d i s t r i c t i l l u s t r a t e s so w e l l the general 
Roman p o l i c y i n the occupation of the Northern pennines, and 

p a r t l y because of the w r i t e r ' s closer acquaintance w i t h the 
problems of the Bainbridge area - both i n connection w i t h 
the n a t i v e settlements of swaledale euid Wensleydale, and 
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w i t h the m i l i t a r y occupation at Bainbridge. I t may thus be 
regarded as an i l l u s t r a t i o n of the way i n which r e g i o n a l r e-
surveys over the whole area would c o n t r i b u t e t o the e l u c i d a t i o n 
of some of the most important problems of the Roman occupation. 

The Vespasianio forward movement against the Brigantes, 
under the d i r e c t i o n of O e r i a l i s , i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y began from 
Lincoln. The i n i t i a l f a c t around which any h i s t o r i c a l r e ­
co n s t r u c t i o n must be b u i l t i s the establishment of the 

1 
legionary f o r t r e s s at York i n t h i s period of governorship. 
A trans-Pennine route from Manchester leewiing i n the d i r e c t i o n 
of York, which may belong to the period of C e r i a l i a n conquests, 

2 

i s indeed known, but i n view of the abundant evidence of 
occupation at York by the IX Legion, which was prev i o u s l y 
s t a t i o n e d a t L i n c o l n , and of the absence of any record t h a t 
e i t h e r the XIV or XX Legions ever v i s i t e d York, i t may be 
assumed t h a t the f i r s t adveuice came along the east coast 
w i t h the design of o u t f l a n k i n g the Brigantes and securing 
a f o o t h o l d at a s t r a t e g i c p o i n t before attempting t o penetrate 
the h i l l - c o u n t r y . 

The strong p o s i t i o n of the legionary f o r t r e s s here, 
commanding the moraine crossing of the Ouse marshes, has 
already been pointed out.^ There i s no reason t o b e l i e v e 
^ J|^, x v i i i , 98. ~ " " 

2 p. 175. 
^ p. 145. 
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t h a t tne choice of the s i t e was at a l l influenced by tne 
existence of a na t i v e settlement, of which there i s no 
evidence, although Gordon Home was i n c l i n e d t o favour 
Benson's p o s t u l a t i o n of such an occupation i n the neigh­
bourhood of tne Mount. None of the evidences of c i v i l 
settlement at York i s so ea r l y as t o be i r r e c o n c i l a b l e w i l i i 
the C e r i a l i a n date of foundation of tne f o r t r e s s , b r i n g i n g 
w i t h i t the i n e v i t a b l e t r a i n of camp f o l l o w e r s . 

To the end of the occupation of the n o r t h of B r i t a i n by 
Roman troops, York continued to house a l e g i o n , ajid to be 
regarded as the reserve base, not only f o r the whole of the 
northern pennines, but also f o r the northern f r o n t i e r , wnether 
f i x e d f o r the time i n Scotland or between Tyne and solway. 
I n 122 came the replacement of the IX Hispana by the VI 
V i c t r i x , ^ but tnere was no f u r t h e r chsuige; the l a t t e r m i t 
became the permanent garrison, York shared i n the di s a s t e r s 
at the close of the second and t h i r d c e n t u r i e s , ^ but i t s 
fortunes under the successive barbarian invasions of 367 

and 383 can only be surmised. S t i l i c h o must have made i t 
h i s base f o r the reor g a n i s a t i o n of A. D. 395-401, but whetner 
the legionary g a r r i s o n was amongst those troops which he was 
compelled t o r e c a l l f o r the Gothic war i s a moot p o i n t ; the 

^ Roman York, 20 n. 

^ p. 69-70. 

^ J[RSi x v i i i , 98. 
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absence of l a t e r coins, i n view of the great reduction of 
issues of western mints about t h i s time, and of the uniform 
r a r i t y throughout B r i t a i n and no r t h Gaul?- i s no proof t h a t 
occupation here ended w i t h S t i l i c h o . Whether i t was 
abandoned as a m i l i t a r y centre or not, there must have 
been some continuous c i v i l occupation, however poor and 
meagre, at York i n t o the dark ages, f o r i t i s mentioned 
i n Nennius (as Caer Ebrauc). 

The o r i g i n a l advauice from Lincoln t o York probably took 
place along the East coast route v i a Brough-on-Humber, and 
thence along the »Humber Street.• With the establishment 
of the Fosse Way as the Roman f r o n t i e r from Exeter to L i n c o l n , 
the Humber must have been the v i r t u a l boundary between Romans 
and n a t i v e s on the east coast. The P a r i s i i , who occupied 
East Yorkshire, seem always t o have been f r i e n d l y towards 
the invaders^and the discovery of very early ceramic types 
i n the native settlement across the r i v e r at Brough i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t peaceful t r a d i n g w i t h the Romans had already been i n 
progress f o r some years before O e r i a l i s established h i s 
temporary camp on t h i s site.-^ I n c i d e n t a l l y , the d a t i n g 
of the large camp beneath the e x i s t i n g f o r t at Malton^ raises 
the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t O e r i a l i s decided t o secure the defence 

1 ORE, i , p.295-
2 

H i s t o r i a Brittonum, (ed, Mommsen) 147 f f . 
^ Oorder, petuarla. 
4 oorder, Malton, 54. 
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of the Pari s i a n country before t u r n i n g to enter B r i g a n t i a n 
t e r r i t o r y v i a the York moraine crossing. I n e i t h e r case, 
the Brigantes were e f f e c t i v e l y outflanked as a r e s u l t of 
t h i s angle of approach. 

The importance of the geographical d i v i s i o n between 
East and West Yorkshire caused by the then marshy expanse 
of the Vale of York as f a r north as tne Tees i s c l e a r from 
the f a c t t h a t a Roman road, ran northward along each side of 
the marshland. That on the west, which was to become the 
main nortnern trunk road both of Roman B r i t a i n and of l a t e r 
ages, was the v i t a l communicating l i n e of York and Aldborough, 
m i l i t a r y and c i v i l c a p i t a l s of Roman B r i g a n t i a r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
w i t h the whole area under t h e i r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . That on the 
east, s t a r t i n g from the important road-junction at Stamford 
Bridge, probably acted i n a s i m i l a r way f o r the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of P a r i s i a n East Yorkshire from Malton and Brough, and the 
backward regions of Blaokamore, thoxigh i t can never have been 
so important. I t s most use f u l purpose would appear t o l i e 
i n the f a c t t h a t i t afforded an a l t e r n a t i v e route t o Hadrian's 
Wall f o r the l e g i o n stationed at York, and i t i s probably f o r 
t h i s reason t h a t we f i n d i t s l i n e - admittedly as yet l a r g e l y 
a h y p o t h e t i c a l one - extended across the Tees at Middleton-
one-Row,-^ through the barren coastal regions of county Durham 
( i n c i d e n t a l l y , be i t noted, avoiding Binchester), and reaching 

^ Blgee, Arch. Yorks.> 134, 
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the f o r t at Ohester-le-Street before f o r k i n g t o Newcastle 
on the one hand and South Shields on the other. The reason 
f o r preserving a separate l i n e must obviously have been the 
necessity of avoiding any p o s s i b i l i t y of the legion's d i r e c t 
communications w i t h the Wall being cut, as would otherwise 
have happened, had even one s t a t i o n en route f a l l e n i n t o 
h o s t i l e hands. While the exact l i n e i s f o r long distances 
u n c e r t a i n , the most important p a r t - on both sides of the 
Tees crossing - i s f o r t u n a t e l y the most authentic. 

The precise course between Stamford Bridge sind Easingwold 
has not been d e f i n i t e l y established,"'' but from Thornton-le-

2 

Street (Roman remains) i t i s shown wi t h confidence proceeding 
west of H o r t h a l l e r t o n t o cross the Tees at Middleton-one-Row, 
where Wooler thinks a Roman f o r t may have stood on Tower H i l l , 
to guard the r i v e r passage.-^ I t should be noted t h a t two 
Roman lamps were found i n 1875 during the excavation of the 
foundations of a house i n ponteys Lane near t h i s s i t e , and 
th a t one of them bore the p o t t e r ' s stamp ANNISER.'̂  

The date during which t h i s eastern Great North Road was 
i n use i s q u i t e uncertain. As only the secondary route t o 
the Wall, i t i s u n l i k e l y to have preceded the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
^ Olark, E. Yorks, 41. 

^ Whellan, NR, i i , 337-

3 JRS, x i i , 245-6. 
^ I f a l ^ ' 1 Loeschcke, Lampen aus Vindonissa ( Z u r i c h . 1919) i s non-committal, but Mr. eiriey»s "bpihiOT i s t h a t they aite more l i k e l y t o be second than f i r s t century i n date 
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the more westerly roads which c a r r i e d the Roman army on i t s 
e a r l i e s t campaigns over the Br i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y . 

From Thornton-le-Street there i s some evidence of a 
road brsmching o f f v i a N o r t h a l l e r t o n t o meet the more westerly 
trunk route j u s t n o r t h of Ca t t e r i c k Bridge (where the f o r t i s 
on the opposite, or south, bank of the r i v e r ) . While Elgee 
c i t e s Roman remains as having been found at Northallerton,*^ 
h i s assumption t h a t a s t a t i o n existed there has been d i s ­
c r e d i t e d by excavations at Castle H i l l i n 1938* Roger Gale 
and John Warburton as early as the second decade of the 
eighteenth century were agreed upon the existence of a Roman 
road along t h i s l i n e . I n a l e t t e r to Warburton (17 August, 
1717)> Gale says, " I am very much mistaken i f there i s not a 
m i l i t a r y way running along the northern bank of Swale, from 
O a t t e r i c k Bridge eastward towards Bolton. Now I take the 

course of t h i s road t o have gone by Thornton i n the Street 
2 

t o Thornbrough, and by Romandby, near N o r t h a l l e r t o n , H 
I n h i s reply (21 November, 1717), Warburton states t h a t 
'*the m i l i t a r y way t n a t comes from Easingwold t o Thornaldby, 
shews i t s e l f very p l a i n l y i n the v i l l a g e of Homandby, from 
which place i t goes to Yafford, Langton, Bolton upon Swale, 
Brunton, and by the north side of the f r i e r y w a l l i n Richmond 
t o the top of Richmond Moor, where I lose i t , but believe i t 
1 Arch, Yorks> , 144. 

2 Quoted by W. Hutchinson, view of Northumberland, i, 115. 
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shoots north-west, auid meets w i t h t h a t which goes n o r t h from 
Etnelburgh CAddlebrough, near Bainbridge], some where about 
Barnard Castle.""^ The recent discovery on t h i s l i n e of 
"fragmentary remains of what may have been the ' p i t c h i n g * 
of a Roman r o a d , a t a depth of six f e e t i n the p a r i s h of 
Thornton-le-Beans, a f f o r d s the f i r s t m a t e r i a l evidence i n 
support of t h i s theory. I f t h i s l i n e could be established 
i t would serve to explain p a r t of the problem of i n d u s t r i a l 
t r a n s p o r t i n the dales; f o r t h i s would be the n a t u r a l and 
the easiest way t o convey lead from the Hurst mines i n 
Swaledale to Brough-on-Humber f o r exportation. Unfortunately, 
tne suggestion of Gale and Warourton appears to have Deen 
h i t h e r t o overlooked, w i t h the r e s u l t t h a t no i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
of t h i s l i n e has so f a r been attempted. 

With the establisnment of the legionary f o r t r e s s at 
York achieved, a r i v e r crossing two miles broad would have 
been an i n t o l e r a b l e encumbrance f o r a main route, sind perhaps 
the L i n c o l n - Doncaster - Oastleford - York road i s t o be 
a t t r i b u t e d to tne period when Agricoia was p u t t i n g the 
occupation of n o r t h B r i t a i n on a more permanent basis. 
Branching westwards from the L i n c o l n - Brough road, i t 
ran v i a L i t t l e b o r o u g h t o Doncaster - the f i r s t a v a i l a b l e 
p o i n t at which the Don could be forded above the swamps 

^ YAJ, x x x i v , 23b, 
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at H a t f i e l d Chase. 
The name of the s t a t i o n at Doncaster - Danum - i s known, 

and occurs i n the f i f t h and eighth i t i n e r a of Antonine."^ 
Unfortunately, no excavations have taken place at Doncaster, 
where most of the s i t e i s now b u i l t over. The casual f i n d s , 
however, are s u f f i c i e n t t o support the theory of a Flavian 
foundation; and i n view of the s t i l l e a r l i e r evidence of 
occupation yield e d by excavations on the s i t e of the 
neighbouring f o r t at Templebrough,^ i t i s not beyond the 
bounds of p r o b a b i l i t y that both served as advance posts, 
supported from the legionary base at L i n c o l n , whose purpose 
was t o guard the B r i g a n t i a n f r o n t i e r i n the long period when 
Rome was b u s i l y engaged i n subduing other p a r t s of the 
province. Such posts would be p a r t i c u l a r l y valuable i n 
checking possible B r i g a n t i a n i n t e r v e n t i o n at the c r i t i c a l 
time of Boudicca»s r e v o l t . Lacking any published survey, 
a b r i e f review of the extant m a t e r i a l and an estimate of the 
nature of the occupation may be attempted here.-^ The whole 
of the Samian ware at Doncaster i s of l a t e f i r s t and e a r l y 
second century types, and the bulk of the whole c o l l e c t i o n 
of p o t t e r y ( i n c l u d i n g coarse ware) dates from the l a t e f i r s t 
t o the mid-second century. The f i n d s outside the presumed 

^ Ant. I t i n . > 73-4-
2 p. 161-5. 

^ 8tudy*^by'^Dr!^K?''A?^sU "̂"̂  l a r g e l y based on an unpublished 
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f o r t area i n d i c a t e the existence of a f a i r l y l a r g e v i c u s , 
a f t e r the s t y l e of those at Housesteads, Ambleside, Papcastle 
and Brougham elsewhere i n the north of England. Such 
settlements were not always d i r e c t l y dependent on neighbouring 
m i l i t a r y posts - Oorbridge and C a r l i s l e , f o r instance, 
i l l u s t r a t e t h i s p o i n t . But Doncaster apparently had 
nothing i n the way of forum or baths t o i n d i c a t e t h a t i t 
was anything more than a l i n k i n the trade route of Ermine 
Street. I t had also a c e r t a i n importance as a road j u n c t i o n 
through which the pigs of Derbyshire lead from Lutudarum were 
probably transported to Brough-on-Humber f o r exportation. 

A f t e r the mid-second century there appears t o have been 
a decrease i n the size of the settlement at Doncaster, though 
a few pieces of p o t t e r y carry the occupation somewhat 
tenuously through t o the t h i r d and f o u r t h centuries. 
The c o i n evidence, on the whole, confirms t h a t of the 
p o t t e r y . Single coins of Claudius, Vespasian, Domitian, 
Nerva, Trajan, Severus and Constantino I . have occurred i n 
and around the f o r t , and there are also three hoards. Two 
of these, n e i t h e r of which has been noticed i n p r i n t , were 
discovered i n 1929.I Of the f i r s t , the l a s t of 67 remaining 
coins - about 40 having been l o s t - dates t o A.D.I&9. The 
l a s t of a batch of 53 coins of the second, sold i n bulk, was 
one of M- Aurelius (177 A.D. ), and many others of t h i s hoard 

^ i n f o r m a t i o n from Mr, p. G. Bales, per Dr. K. A. Steer. 



160. 

have been l o s t . The l a s t of the t h i r d hoard of 24 coins-^ 
was an issue of Faustina. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g and perhaps 
s i g n i f i c a n t that the Templebrough hoard^ and th a t from 
Bentley, 1̂  miles from Doncaster,^ are of very s i m i l a r 
content. The t o t a l evidence c e r t a i n l y i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
serious occupation at Doncaster ceased i n the l a t t e r h a l f 
of the second century; the m i l i t a r y reoccupation may not 
have taken place u n t i l the l a s t phase of the Roman occupa­
t i o n of the north under S t i l i c h o when the N o t i t i a Dignitatum 
records t h a t at Danum was stationed a p r e f e c t of the Orispian 
horse under the command of the Duke of B r i t a i n . ^ While the 
accidental nature of the f i n d s does not permit of amy dogmatic 
statement on the p o i n t , i t may be t h a t any intermediate 
occupation between the mid-second and mid-fourth c e n t u r i e s 
was n o n - m i l i t a r y - perhaps that of small tradesmen eking out 
a l i v i n g from the t r a f f i c along the main trunk road. The 
decline i n the importance of Doncaster i n d i c a t e s t h a t the 
region w i t h i n immediate reach of the l e g i o n at York, at any 
r a t e , was peacefully s e t t l e d . perhaps another reason f o r 
the s t a t i o n ' s decline was a f a l l i n g o f f , or even the d i s ­
continuance, of the lead e x p o r t a t i o n trade from Derbyshire. 

^ Communicated to the Doncaster Chronicle - date iinknown 
(perhaps c. 1925)• 

2 
May, TemplebrouRh, 11. 

^ N>0. V (1863). 
4 ed. 8eeck, 209-
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I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t by f a r the l a r g e s t p r o p o r t i o n of 
evidence f o r o f f i c i a l mining i n the north of B r i t a i n belongs 
t o the f i r s t h a l f of the second century. I n f a c t ffhittiok"^ 
does not date any of the Derbyshire pigs l a t e r than Hadrian; 
and the l a t e s t of the four pigs from the B r i g a n t i a n area 
( t h a t from Grassington) i s only A.D.138.^ 

Following the Pennin f o o t h i l l s northward t o Ca s t l e f o r d , 
Ermine Street here bridges the narrowest gap between the 
Humber marshes and pennines, by means of the b e l t of 
magnesian limestone upon which i t i s c a r r i e d through 
Yorkshire. Castleford corresponds by distance w i t h 
Legiolium of the f i f t h and eighth I t i n e r a , which may be 
equated w i t h the LQgentixim of Ravennae.^ While there i s 
abimdant evidence of Roman occupation here, i n c l u d i n g 
t e s s e l l a t e d pavements, coins and pottery, 4 no m i l i t a r y 
occupation has yet been proved. A milestone found i n 
Beancroft Road gives the distance to York as 20 or 22 miles.5 

Templebrough, which l i e s t o the west of Doncaster, and, 
l i k e the l a t t e r , on the south bank of the r i v e r Don, i s an 
extremely important s i t e , because of the evidence of pre-
Vespasianic occupation which i n d i c a t e s that i t was a Roman 

^ Newcomen Society Trans., x i i , 57"84» 

^ i b i d . 
^ Ravennas, 431"2. 
^ Pearson, R. Yorkshire, 66. 

5 EE, i x , 1253 
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f r o n t i e r post i n the long period of stalemate between the 
Brigantes and the invading' Roman power before O e r i a l i s * 
i n c i s i v e advance.-^ To t h i s period, when the Ninth Legion 
was stationed at Li n c o l n , may belong the t i l e stamp of t h a t 

2 
u n i t which has been unearthed at Templebrough. This 
evidence lends colour t o the b e l i e f , i n i t s e l f probable 
from geographical and other reasons (such as the aacient 
l i n e a r earthworks i n the neighbourhood, which may have 
represented the B r i g a n t i a n l i n e s of defence, and the f a c t 
t h a t a l i t t l e t o the south-west was the n o n - t r i b a l area 
organized on Brough) that the Don v a l l e y marked the south­
east l i m i t of B r i g a n t i a n t e r r i t o r y . 

Templebrough was l i n k e d w i t h L i t t l e c h e s t e r , the south 
Derbyshire f o r t , by the R i k n i l d Street, and the existence of 
a road connecting i t w i t h Brough on the west suid Doncaster 
on the east i s accepted by the 0. S., though i t s precise l i n e 
i s c o n j e c t u r a l . A branch connecting the Templebrough -
Doncaster and Doncaster - Castleford roads was e v i d e n t l y 
constructed t o shorten the northward journey f o r tiaStlo 
from the south-west and centre of the Midlands; and i t i s 
reasonable t o suppose that t h i s section of road may have been 
constructed as a r e s u l t of the evacuation of the f o r t a t 
Doncaster i n the l a t t e r h a l f of the second century. 
^ p. 48 f f . 
2 May, Templebrough, P I . X X X V I I , M. A s i m i l a r stamp was 

found at siacic: Castleshaw, p i . LV, B. f i g . 7. 
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There can be l i t t l e doubt t h a t Templebrough enjoyed 
i t s greatest importance while B r i g a n t i a r e t a i n e d i t s 
independence. The e a r l i e s t f o r t , apparently occupied as 
ea r l y as A-D.50, was large (5^ acres) and nearly square, 
w i t h t u r f ramparts r e s t i n g on gravel and clay. At some 
unknown period i t was reconstructed and the size reduced 
by 1̂  acres. An i n t e r r u p t i o n i n the p o t t e r y sequence 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t i t was abandoned at the time of the b u i l d i n g 
of Hadrian's Wall where i t s garrison, cohort IV Gallorum, 
was more urgently needed - f i r s t at Oastlesteads, and l a t e r 
moving t o Risingham 0. A.D. 14O. I f May's suggested i d e n ­
t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the Morbium of the N o t i t i a could be 
confirmed, a subsequent reoccupation would be a t t e s t e d . ^ 

North of Castleford, Ermine Street i s c l e a r l y 
d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e as f a r as Aberford by a s t r a i g h t ridge 
about e i g h t yards wide and oft e n as much as f i v e f e e t high. 
Thence i t i s traceable over Brgunham Moor t o the f o r t of 
Longbrough (Newton Kyme) at St. Helen's Ford on the south 
bank of the Wharfe. This large s t a t i o n ^ was occupied from 
the l a t e r p a r t of the f i r s t t o the f o u r t h century.3 Unless 
i t be regarded as a r i v a l to Tadcaster f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
w i t h Calcaria, the Roman name of t h i s f o r t i s not known. 

TempiebrouRh, 12. 
^ Described i n 1862 (G.M. i , 80?) as measuring 340 yds. by 

210 yds. 
^ e, Arch. Yorks. , 126. 



164. 

probably because i t i s on a route which by-passes York, i t 
i s not mentioned i n any of the Northern I t i n e r a . From the 
north side of the f o r d , the l i n e of the road i s continued i n 
the d i r e c t i o n of Aldborough by a grass-grown road now c a l l e d 
Rudgate, and runs i n t o the York-Aldborough road at providence 

1 
Green. 

From the character of the jionction which the road from 
Castleford makes w i t h the Y o r k - I l k l e y road, the l a t t e r would 
appear t o have ex i s t e d e a r l i e r . This view gains colour 
from Dr. V i l l y ' s independent suggestion t h a t the York 
I l k l e y - Long Preston road, which continues as the Craven 
Way t o Brigg F l a t t s near Sedbergn, where i t j o i n s the Rib-

2 
Chester road to C a r l i s l e , i s of C e r i a l i a n o r i g i n . I n view 
of the important i m p l i c a t i o n s of the r e s u l t s of Dr. T i l l y ' s 
recent work, h i s conclusions deserve special a t t e n t i o n . 

Personal examination of the t e r r a i n and the l i n e s of 
the two roads tends to support the correctness of h i s 
demonstration t h a t the manner of the crossing of the Rawthey 
near Sedbergh by tne Craven Way and the Ribohester roads 
r e s p e c t i v e l y i n d i c a t e s that the former was i n existence 
before the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the l a t t e r . The Craven Way, 
descending from the slopes of the h i l l s , takes advantage 
of the f i r s t possible gap i n the Rawthey gorge to swing aorth-
^ Oodrington, 134"5' 

^ Bradford Ant.> n.s. V I , pt. 29 (1938) ( r e p r i n t ) . 
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wards over the r i v e r t o Brigg F l a t t s . The Ribohester road, 
on the other hand, whose n a t u r a l course would have been 
s t r a i g h t on v i a Holme - near which a convenient f o r d s t i l l 
e x i s t s - e v i d e n t l y made a sharp t u r n at the p o i n t where i t 
i s now out by the railway, i n order t o take advantage of the 
r i v e r crossing q u i t e out of i t s l i n e t o the east, which must 
o r i g i n a l l y have been prepared t o carry the Craven Way. 

Dr. V i l l y also makes the p o i n t that the southern p a r t of 
t h i s d i f f i c u l t cross-Pennine route was not p r i m a r i l y a 
communicating road between York and Ribchester, w i t h the 
road t o S e t t l e and beyond a mere branch thrown o f f at Skipton. 
»»The lay-out at Skipton," he w r i t e s , " i s q u i t e conclusive as 
t o t h a t . AS i n the case of the Rawthey crossing, the road 
coming north-west from l l k l e y a f t e r f i v e miles faces impossible 
ground, and has t o swing west f o r two and a h a l f miles i n order 
to reduce the descent, and t o open up an outlook i n f r o n t . 
I t reaches the f i r s t possible jumping o f f place opposite 
Skipton, and at once resumes i t s north-west d i r e c t i o n , 
crossing the q u i t e independent road east of Ribchester 
soon a f t e r . A glance at the map w i l l e x p l a i n the p o i n t , ""̂  

I f i t be assximed t h a t the Ribchester - C a r l i s l e route 
was the e a r l i e s t along the west of the pennines, one 
i m p l i c a t i o n of t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s t h a t the north-west 
Was f i r s t reached from york and not from Chester. This i s 
i ' —— 

i b i d . , r e p r i n t p. 8-9. 
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c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the reconstruction of Agricola's campaigns 
from the ancient sources. Thus, from the very beginning 
of the Roman occupation, Chester's concern w i t h the northern 
regions must have been only secondary. V i l l y f u r t h e r 
suggests t h a t , as the Stainmore route i s so superior t o 
th a t v i a I l k l e y and Long Preston, there would have been 
l i t t l e p o i n t i n cons t r u c t i n g the l a t t e r as a main through 
road (which V i l l y demonstrates i t to have been) had the 
Stainmore road already been i n existence. The Craven Way, 
then, was tne e a r l i e r of the two; ajid he believes t h a t i t 
may represent the l i n e of one of O e r i a l i s ' e a r l i e s t expedi­
t i o n s , "a more or less t e n t a t i v e exploratory way towards the 
north-west before Agricola began his great move i n t o Scotland."^ 

I t i s unfortunate that of the three possible C e r i a l i a n 
routes t o C a r l i s l e , - from Chester v i a Ribchester, and from 
York by the more southerly Craven Way, and the northern 
Stainmore Gap - none of the intermediate s t a t i o n s ha» 
produced d e f i n i t e evidence of C e r i a l i a n occupation; but 
i t i s worth pondering, i n t h i s connection^the f a c t t h a t 
neither Meltham nor Kir k l e e s a c t u a l l y y i e l d e d f i n d s which 
could independently date them t o t h i s e a r l i e s t period of 
occupation t o which, on other grounds, they have generally 
been assigned.^ Moreover, w i t h the establishment of the 

^ i ^ i d . , r e p r i n t p.9. 
^ p. 175. 
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Craven Way as a through route, another f a c t i n favour of 
i t s e a r l y o r i g i n emerges - namely, the f a c t t h a t i t does 
not appear as one of the recognised main roads i n the 
Antonine I t i n e r a r y ; i t had evidently been superseded 
by roads whose course had been more l e i s u r e l y selected 
and more c a r e f u l l y engineered. 

I t i s d o u b t f u l whether a f o r t ever e x i s t e d at Tadcaster, 
the f i r s t permanently occupied s i t e along t h i s road from York, 
although the o u t l i n e s of a camp are d i s c e r n i b l e i n the 
grounds of Castle H i l l Farm on the Dank of the r i v e r . I t 

a p r i o r i u n l i k e l y t h a t garrisons would be simul­
taneously established both here and at the neighbouring 
Long Brough. Nor i s i t altogether c e r t a i n t o which of 
these s i t e s should be a l l o t t e d the Roman name Calearia-
Oalcaria i s not mentioned i n e i t h e r the f i f t h or eighth 
Antonine I t i n e r a , both of which run v i a Tadcaster, Castle-
f o r d and Donoaster t o Lincoln; and while t h i s may perhaps 
be due t o i t s p r o x i m i t y t o York, which would considerably 
lessen the importance of Tadcaster as a ro a d - s t a t i o n , i t 
must be remembered th a t Calcaria i£ given as a s t a t i o n on 
the second I t e r ( t o Manchester), IX MPM from York, and XX 
MPM from the h i t h e r t o u n i d e n t i f i e d s t a t i o n of Cambodunum;^ 
and the discrepancy i s most p l a u s i b l y explained i f i t be 
supposed th a t Long Brough, and not Tadcaster, was Calcar i a ; 

Ravennas, 72. 
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f o r while the former s i t e i s on a York - Manchester road, 
i t i s d e f i n i t e l y o f f the l i n e of the road between York and 
Castleford. 

Two roads leave Tadcaster f o r l l k l e y ; the southern i s 
f o r p a r t of the way the route of the f i f t h and eighth I t i n e r a , 
while the northern appears to be a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the road 
from Manchester. A f t e r leaving the Castleford road between 
Home Farm and Headley H a l l , the former swings gradually 
north-west guid crosses the Manchester - York road near 
Scarcroft. Thence, running on the north side of the 
c i v i l settlement at Adel, i t crosses Carlton Moor under 
the name of York Gate. Percival Ross traced i t f o r nearly 
a mile over Guiseley Moor where sections showed i t to be 13^ 

f e e t wide and kerbed.^ Whitaker states t h a t the present 
main road runs on the l i n e of the Roman road through l l k l e y . 

The Roman f o r t at l l k l e y was obviously an important 
road j u n c t i o n i n tne Roman period; at l e a s t four important 
roads meet here from d i f f e r e n t parts of the country. 
Mentioned by Ptolemy as Olicana, one of the Briga n t i a n 

3 
•oppida,» no evidence of pre-Roman settlement has yet 
come t o l i g h t , and excavation has i n d i c a t e d a Flavian 
foundation f o r the e a r l i e s t 2^ acre f o r t . ^ Nevertheless. ^ Bradford Ant., v i , 56. 

Manchester, i , 193-

3 Muller, 9b-9. 

4 YAJ, x x v i i i , 303-4. 
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though there i s i n s u f f i c i e n t evidence to j u s t i f y the 
assumption of previous occupation by G e r i a l i s , i n view 
of the short and probably t e n t a t i v e character of th a t 
occupation, and tiie d i f f i c u l t y of dating p o t t e r y types 
w i t h c e r t a i n t y to a short period of years, the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of such an early establishment i s not removed. The 
surrounding c i v i l settlement, which l a t e r made I l k l e y a 
place of no small importance, had formed a considerable 
nucleus before the end of Agricola's governorship. 

The I l k l e y s t a t i o n appears to have had an unusually 
cnequered career. Mr. Woodward suggests t h a t tne terminal 
date of the occupation of tne f i r s t f o r t coincided w i t h the 
defeat of the IX l e g i o n l a t e i n tne r e i g n of Trajan. Re­
occupation was not long delayed, though the excavators 
could not p a r t i c u l a r i s e f u r t h e r tnan t o suggest some date 
under Hadrian or Antoninus Pius. There was c e r t a i n l y 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the early t h i r d century f o l l o w i n g the 
collapse of Hadrian's Wall i n 29b, and the ravaging of the 
nor t h which resulted.-^ The f o r t was garrisoned during the 
greater p a r t of the t h i r d century by the Second Cohort of 

Lingones, one of whose s o l d i e r s set up an a l t e r to the goddess 
2 

Verbeia, and whose stsunp has been noticed on hypocaust bricks.-^ 
There i s an abrupt break i n the coin series a f t e r Carausius, 
^ OIkf 210. 
2 g i i , 208. 
^ TAJ, x x v i i i , 309. 
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however, and u n t i l the f i n a l b r i e f occupation about A.D.370 

the f o r t at l l k l e y seems t o have been abandoned.-^ This 
desertion permitted the t r a n s f e r of the Second Lingones t o 
Congavata ( p o s s i b l y one of the st a t i o n s on tne Cumberland 
coast) by the time to which t h i s section of the N o t i t i a 
Dignitatum r e f e r s ; and the equation of the Olenacum of 
th a t s e m i - o f f i c i a l document w i t h Olicana i s by no means 
c e r t a i n . I f tney are one auid the same, then the place 
of the Lingones at l l k l e y i n the l a t e f o u r t h century occu­
p a t i o n was taken by a cavalry regiment, the F i r s t Herculeaji 
Ala. ̂  

I n view of i t s great s t r a t e g i c a l p o s i t i o n , the abandon­
ment of l l k l e y i n the c r i t i c a l period of the l a t e t n i r d to 
the l a t e f o u r t h centuries comes as a surprise. The period 
was admittedly one of p e r i l f o r l o c a l garrisons amd peaceful 
s e t t l e r s ; l i t t l e weight can be attsuJhed to the p o l i t i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of the sudden ending of coin hoards i n the 
neighbourhood about t h i s time, but tnere does seem to have 
been d e s t r u c t i o n at the v i l l a s of North Stainley and Gargrave .4 

The f o r t at Bainbridge, however, continued to be held, though 
obviously under d i f f i c u l t i e s . ^ A p a r t i a l explanation i s t o 
be sought i n the t r a n s f e r of the po l i c e d u t i e s of the l l k l e y 
^ i b i d . , 307-8. 

^ Not. Dig>, 209-12. Hubner (CIL, 83) i d e n t i f i e d Congavata 
w i t h loresby. 

^ Bfot. Dig., 209-12. 
4 Appendix A, s.v. 

5 p.214 f f . 
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g a r r i s o n to the neighbouring f o r t at Elslack - a r e l i e f 
impossible to the i s o l a t e d s t a t i o n at Bainbridge. At 
Elslack the e a r l y quingenary Flavian f o r t was replaced some 
time a f t e r A.D.210 by a stone s t r u c t u r e double the s i z e . ^ 

perhaps t h i s second occupation was a f o u r t h century one, 
f o r there i s a possible d i r e c t connection between the najme 
^glslack' and the 'Olenacum, • the f o r t given by the K o t i t i a 
i n the 'per lineam v a l l i ' section. As has been seen,'^ t h i s 
does hot necessarily mean tha t Olenacm was a Wall f o r t . 
Mr. E. V. Gordon states t h a t " i f the «e» i n Olenaoum i s a 
w r i t i n g f o r «i», then the l a t e B r i t i s h form of the s i x t h 
century when the Angles came would be ' E l ( i ) n o c . ' The 
'-slack' was added l a t e r , by Scandinavian s e t t l e r s . The 
e a r l i e s t form recorded i n English i s , I b e l i e v e , Domesday 
Book c. 1086, 'Elslac,• p r a c t i c a l l y the modern form, so t h a t 
we can only conjecture the h i s t o r y i n the oldest English 
p e r i o d . " ^ Before i t s abandonment, however, I l k l e y was 
s i t u a t e d i n an area of more than u s u a l l y s e t t l e d a g r i c u l t u r a l 
development; and i t s importance must have l a i n at l e a s t as 
much w i t h the c o n t r o l of commeroisd t r a f f i c communications 
as w i t h the more purely m i l i t a r y duties u s u a l l y demanded of 
Pennine garrisons. That t h i s t r a f f i c was by the t h i r d 
century c h i e f l y of a l o c a l character i s shown by the 

1 YAJ, x x i , 125-33. 
2 p. 38-9. 
^ I n a p r i v a t e l e t t e r t o Miss Kitson Clark. 
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non-appearance of I l k l e y i n the Antonine I t i n e r a r y , although 
i n the second century i t was one of the 'towns' of the 
Brigantes. Obviously, while i t s geographical s i t u a t i o n 
prevented I l k l e y from being - at any rate a f t e r the f i r s t 
century - a p r i n c i p a l highway j u n c t i o n , i t was nevertheless 
a centre of f i r s t importance i n l o c a l a f f a i r s . 

Leaving i l k l e y f o r the north-west, the Roman road i s 
i d e n t i f i a b l e w i t h 'The Stree t ' at Addingham, and thence runs 
i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e over Addingham Low Moor.^ I t continues 
over a broad shoulder of skipton Moor, and traces of i t have 
been noticed alongShort Bank Lane between Skipton and the 
railway bridge.^ At t h i s p o i n t i t crosses the road from 
Ribchester and Elslack, which maintains a^ undeviating l i n e 
onwards i n the d i r e c t i o n of Droughton and A l d b o r o x i g h . T h e 
alignment of these two roads and the character of t h e i r 
j u n c t i o n oertsdnly support Dr, V i l l y ' s contention t h a t t h e i r 
primary purpose was not the connection of Ribchester and 
I l k l e y . 

Queen Street, a road of recognised Roman character, 
continues t h i s trans-Pennine route across the Aire to 
Gargrave, close by the K i r k Sink v i l l a , and thence t o Long 
Preston where, east of the churchyard, a l a r g e 6-acre f o r t 

^ Whitaker, Manchester^ i , 193. 

2 Oodrington, R. Roads, 102. 

^ i b i d . , 101, and Bradford Ant.. n.s. VI pt . 2 9 (1938) p.9 
( r e p r i n t ) . 
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of F l a v i a n type underlies a l a t e r s t r u c t u r e of only h a l f 
the s i z e . l While p r e c i s e l y datable evidence i s l a c k i n g , 
t h i s discovery supports the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the Craven 
Way as one of the e a r l i e s t Roman routes during the occupation 
of B r i g a n t i a ; and the reduction i n the size of the f o r t i s a 
f u r t h e r testimony t o the decline of tha t route as a main 
highway of any importajice. 

Beyond Long Preston the l i n e i s continued along Green 
Bank Lane over the moor i n t o Ribblesdale which i s entered at 
Se t t l e . A Roman o r i g i n has been suggested f o r the camp on 
the summit of Castleberg, but i t s p o s i t i o n i s too d i f f i c u l t 
of access t o have been very s u i t a b l e from a Romaji p o i n t of 
view, while i t s elongated shape i s d i s t i n c t l y un-Roman. 

F i n a l l y , the absence of gateways suggests t h a t i t would be 
more s u i t a b l y ascribed to the class of medieval f o l d s or 
stockades, common i n the d i s t r i c t , such as that excavated 
at G r i n t o n . T h e Roman road crosses the Ribble at S e t t l e 
and continues to High Paley Green aiming at the f o r t of 
Overborough. Six miles f u r t h e r on, i n t h i s alignment, 
pieces of the road are recognisable on Clapham Common.3 
I f the Craven Way be eiccepted as e a r l i e r than the Ribchester 
road t h i s must have been a mere branch from the main l i n e 

^ YAJ, x x v i i , 410-12. 
2 p. 577-80. 

^ Bradford Ant., l o c . c i t . , 1-2 ( r e p r i n t ) . 
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passing through Overborough and on i n t o the Lake D i s t r i c t . ! 
The Romaji road f o r k s on descending the h i l l s i n t o 

S e t t l e , and t h a t which goes r i g h t by Oastleberg Lane seeks 
out the easiest n a t u r a l route up the v a l l e y t o the n o r t h ­
west. The d e t a i l s of i t s course have been f a i t h f u l l y 
o u t l i n e d by V i l l y , ^ and i t i s s u f f i c i e n t here t o note t h a t 
he has s a t i s f a c t o r i l y traced t h i s ancient road v i a Great 
S t a i n f o r t h v i l l a g e , Helwith Brigge, B l i n d Beck and Selside 
to Ribblehead; thence over the north-east shoulder of Wherside 
i t survives i n i t s o r i g i n a l form. Here i t i s obviously w e l l -
cambered and kerbed, w i t h nximerous c u l v e r t s , and the manner 
of i t s descent, p o i n t i n g on the West House (Dent) s i t e , of 
whose Roman character Dr. V i l l y i s very c o n f i d e n t , i s 
s t r i k i n g l y t y p i c a l of Romeui engineering. At West House, 
t r i a l trenches dug by V i l l y i n 1936 revesded a d i t c h , clay 
bank ( t h e possible rampart) and a gravel road, but no dateable 
f i n d s were made. Once again, however, the character of the 
remains s i m i l a r t o those at Meltham and K i r k l e e s - where 

Roman 
there was also a t o t a l absence of dateable/finds - i s such 
t h a t i t i s at l e a s t not i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the supposition 
of a Flavian foundation of the e a r l i e s t type; and i f 
permanent occupation should i n forthcoming excavations be 
d e f i n i t e l y disproved, t h i s would accord w i t h the b e l i e f 
1 oi£, x x x v i i , 49-51* 
^ Bradford Ant., l o c . c i t . 
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t h a t the Craven Way was almost immediately replaced by the 
Stainmore road as the p r i n c i p a l highway from York t o C a r l i s l e . 

The road runs from West House up the south side of 
Dentdale u n t i l i t reaches the crossing of the Rawthey to 
Brigg F l a t t s , which has already been discussed.-^ From 
Brigg F l a t t s the l i n e to Low Borrow Bridge i s the recognised 
Roman one along Howgill Lane. 

The problems of the north-west passage of the Yorkshire 
Pennines are i n an i n t e r e s t i n g state of development. Those 
of the south-west, on the other hand, may on the whole be 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y resolved. There i s no reason t o question 
Richmond's r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the character and period of the 
semi-permanent f o r t s at Meltham and Ki r k l e e s as being posts 
erected on the f i r s t , C e r i a l i a n , l i n e of communication between 
Chester and York.^ The f o r t s , both of early Flavian 
c h a r e u 3 t e r , were soon abandoned, and no properly engineered 
road i s known t o have connected them. 

The evidence f o r the Agricolan foundation of Slack, 
above the Colne v a l l e y , and of the f i r s t f o r t at Oastleshaw, 
on a south-western spur of the penninee below Saddleworth, 
together w i t h the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n on t h i s new l i n e of a Roman 
road tsiking a c a r e f u l l y selected course across the Pennine 
watershed, explains the abandonment of the temporary Meltham 

1 p, 164-5. 

^ Huddersfield, 21-7. 



176. 

and K i r k l e e s route. Both Slack and Oastleshaw I . were 
s t a t i o n s of some importance i n the Agricolan period, and 
Slack i n p a r t i c u l a r became the nucleus of a large and 
prosperous c i v i l settlement. Reconstruction i n stone, 
common t o the Trajanic period i n B r i t a i n , took place twice 
before, e a r l y i n the r e i g n of Hadrian, the f o r t was abandoned"^ -
presumably t h a t the garrison might be t r a n s f e r r e d to the new 
Wall f r o n t i e r . The f i r s t f o r t at Oastleshaw resembled Slack 
i n size and s t r u c t u r e , but the absence of l a t e f i r s t century 
p o t t e r y or coins i n d i c a t e s t h a t i t was abeuidoned throughout 
the l a s t decade. probably owing t o the d i f f i c u l t i e s of 
moorland t r a v e l , however, a t i n y p o l ice post only 160 f e e t 
by 190 f e e t e x t e r n a l l y was erected on the s i t e during the 

2 

succeeding Trajanic reorganisation, s i m i l a r t o t h a t known 
as Maiden Castle, which served the Stainmore route between 
Brough and Bowes. ̂  But even t h i s small s i t e was evacuated 
under Hadrian that i t s small g a r r i s o n , which cannot have 
numbered more than about 100-120 men, might swell the defences 
of the new northern f r o n t i e r . 4 jjor i s there any sign t h a t 
e i t h e r s t a t i o n was ever reoocupied. 

The n a t u r a l assumption from such a s t a t e of a f f a i r s i s 
t h a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r l i n e of communication was abandoned c. A.D, 
^ YAJ, x x v i , 85-
2 cw£, x x v i i , 170-7. 
^ Oastleshaw, 

3 Collingwood, Arch, of R, B r i t a i n , 42-3. 
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122-5- With the discovery of another Roman roaxi of the 
f i n e s t type over Blackstone Edge - thus talking a s t i l l more 
n o r t h e r l y l i n e from Manchester - which continued towards 
the Calder v a l l e y v i a Moston, Burnedge, Hollingworth, 
Ripponden and Greetland, r e j o i n i n g the ol d l i n e at R a s t r i c k , 
the proDlem of the maintenance of communications between 
York and Chester i s solved.-^ Tnis must have been the route 
which remained i n use u n t i l the end of the Roman occupation, 
and therefore along which the Antonine road-book takes the 
Second I t e r mentioning the f o l l o w i n g posts and intermediate 
distances:-^ 

£boracum« 
Oalcaria V i l l i M.P.M. 
Oamboduno XX M.P.M. 
Mamucio XVI I I M.P.M. 

The only flaw i n tne re c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r some time has 
been the f a c t t h a t no f o r t t o correspond w i t h Oambodunum was 
known; and the suggestion t n a t Greetland, w i t h i t s B r i g a n t i a n 
a l t a r , might a f f o r d such a site3 has been d i s c r e d i t e d by 

3a o --- Yet an intermediate s t a t i o n , 
at the end of a day's march from Manchester, must have existed. 

^ Richmond, Huddersfield, 89. 
ed. Cuntz, 72, 

^ Richmond, op c i t . , 94"6. 
YAJ, xxxiv, 93-4. The possible existence of a small s i t e 
i s s t i l l not absolutely r u l e d out; but on the e x i s t i n g 
evidence the Oleckheaton s i t e must be pre f e r r e d . 
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This extremely important p o i n t would seem t o have been 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y cleared up by Dr. V i l l y ' s work on the s i t e 
at Snelsins, near Oleckheaton. We are informed by 
Richardson's note i n Hearne's Leland^ t h a t " I n the Heaton 
f i e l d s , nigh the Hedleshaw where the Roman coins before-
mentioned were found, i n a piece of high ground c a l l e d 
Stunsteads, there have been ploughed up several coins 
(one of Septimus Severus and one of p e r t i n a x , both of 
s i l v e r , I have now by me), and also foundations of 
b u i l d i n g s . I have sometimes thought t h i s was Oambodunura ...." 
Moreover, i n the f i e l d Hedleshaw (Richardson's own property) 
were found several h\mdred coins dating between 21b and 2bb 
A.D.^ "Stunsteads" may reasonably be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h an 
open f i e l d marked "Townsteads" on the Oleckheaton Allotment 
Award Map (1795);^ but though no remains e x i s t above ground 
Dr. V i l l y ' s t r i a l trenches have revealed, near Snelsins farm, 
"a quadrangular d i t c h w i t h rounded corners which can hardly 
f a i l t o be the sole e x i s t i n g remains of a Roman f o r t i f i c a t i o n , " 4 
The s i t e i s s t r a t e g i c a l l y a strong one, w i t h the Spen and 
two small t r i b u t a r i e s flowing on three sides; and when the 
character of the small post at Oastleshaw i s r e c a l l e d , the 
small size - about h a l f acre - of t h i s enclosure does not 

^ 3rd ed. i , 148. 
^ Hearne's Leland, (1714)* i x , 144. 
3 Bradford Ant. , v i , pt. 26 (1933), 1 ( r e p r i n t ) ; and Richmond. HuddersTTFOT, 113. * 
4 Bradford Ant. . l o c . c i t , ̂  2 ( r e p r i n t ) . 
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require p a r t i c u l a r explanation. The distance from York 
and Galcaria corresponds t o t h a t given i n the I t i n e r a r y , 
and while f u r t h e r excavation i s obviously desirable a t 
Snelsins, the sum t o t a l of evidence j u s t i f i e s the assumption 
t h a t on or about t h i s s i t e we have the missing s t a t i o n o f 
Cambodunum, Moreover, there i s support f o r t h i s conjecture 
from another source^ W. G. Collingwood i d e n t i f i e s the 
Campodunum o f Bede'̂  w i t h the Anglian abbey near Dewsbury;^ 
and the claims of a Roman s i t e i n the Dewsbury d i s t r i c t , such 
as Cleckheaton, are thereby strengthened. 

At t h i s p o i n t a discrepancy i n the reading of the second 
I t e r must be considered. The t o t a l distance from York t o 
Manchester i s there given as XLVII M.P.M., whereas i n f a c t 
i t i s nearer 60 miles. Some c l e r i c a l e r r o r i n the t e x t 
must be presumed. Richmond's suggestion, t h a t an X was 
a c c i d e n t a l l y omitted from the distance between Calcaria and 
Cambodunum,^ aut o m a t i c a l l y lapses w i t h the e l i m i n a t i o n of 
Greetland from the l i s t of possible f o r t s i t e s . V i l l y has, 
however, made a suggestion which may reasonably be accepted. 
He shows^ t h a t the Cleckheaton post i s about 21 miles from 
Newton Kjpme ( o r Tadcaster); and t h a t the distance t o 
Manchester from Cleckheaton i s about 28 miles. Slack, on 
^ H i s t . Ecc., x i v 
2 Northumbrian Crosses of the Pre-Horman Age. I I 6 
3 Huddersfield, 98 
^ Bradford Ant.• l o c . c i t . . 5 ( r e p r i n t ) 
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the Agricolan route to Manchester, i s 8 miles from Snelsins; 
and i t seems most l i k e l y that the entry: 'to Slack ( i . e . 
under i t s L a t i n name) X M.P.M.' o r i g i n a l l y appeared between 
Oamboduno and Mamuoio. V i l l y , however, unaccountably takes 
the second I t e r along the Agricolan road v i a Slack and Castle-
Shaw even a f t e r the evacuation of Slack; whereas, as has 
been pointed out, t h i s event was probably contemporary w i t h 
the replacement of the western section of the York - Manchester 
road by the new l i n e over Blackstone Edge. The new loop 
road would add only an inconsiderable distance to the journey, 
so t h a t l i t t l e r e v i s i o n of the l i s t of Second I t e r s t a t i o n s 
would be necessary; but a careless c l e r k , ordered t o erase 
the name of Slack from the o f f i c i a l I t i n e r a r y ^ i n doing so^ 
f a i l e d t o add the X t o the mileage between Cambodunum and 
Mamucium. 

A f u r t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t i s t h a t the sources of the 
road-book seem to oe o f f i c i a l records dating from the f i r s t 
permanent occupation of the d i s t r i c t . I f the e l i m i n a t i o n 
of Slack from an already e x i s t i n g record be assumed as the 
only a l t e r a t i o n , tnen the Oleckheaton s i t e must have been 
occupied i n the same period as Slack and Oastleshaw; and 
t h i s assumption i s strengthened by the f a c t that the new 
Hadrianic road from Manchester r e j o i n s the old one at 
R a s t r i c k , j u s t west of Oleckheaton - probably i n order t o 
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avoid the necessity of co n s t r u c t i n g a new post t o serve as 
the hall-way s t a t i o n between Manchester and York, 

The precise course of the road t o the east, which 
c e r t a i n l y l e d to York v i a Long Brough or Tadcaster, i s 
somewhat xincertain. I t runs about o n e - t h i r d of a mile 
south-west of the entrenchments at Snelsins, and 2^ miles 
on, at K i t t l e Point Beck, the ridge i s w e l l preserved f o r 
a s t r e t c h of 70 yards. I t i s seen agsdn n o r t h of the 
Whitehall road opposite Dean's Farm, on entering D r i g h l i n g t o n , 
and a section here showed i t t o be 15^ f e e t wide w i t h a d i t c h 
on each side. Stonegate Road, between Meanwood and Moortown, 
appears t o be a continuation,"^ and at Hawcaster Rigg, on t h i s 

2 

l i n e , another Roman earthwork i s recorded, which excavation 
i n d i c a t e d t o be a small campaigning camp.^ 

The Hadrianic road out of Manchester to the north-east 
served a double purpose, f o r i t also c a r r i e d the road to 
I l k l e y , from which the road to Cleckheaton and York forked 
at Westgate Head. I t continued onwards across the Calder 
t o Newland, thence v i a Hunter»s H i l l to Cock H i l l on the 
H a l i f a x - Keighley road, where i t i s joined by a d i r e c t road, 
reputedly Roman, northwards from Slack. The l a t t e r came by 
Sowpod Sreen and Stainland, over Greetland Moor, crossing the 
Calder at Sterne M i l l , over Skircoat Moor t o I l l i n g w o r t h and 

Bradford Ant., l o c . c i t . , 3 ( r e p r i n t ) . 
^ MBAN, v i , 407; A l l e n , Yorks., i v , 4b9. 
3 BRAO, V, (March, 1928) ( w i t h p l a n ) . 



182. 

thence i n a s t r a i g n t l i n e to the jionction ( a t 0.45°) w i t h 
the Blackstone Edge road. Were t h i s t r u l y Roman, then 
the road northwards from Oock H i l l must have been i n use 
before the evacuation of Slack, and tne Blackstone Edge 
sector would be the only new p a r t of tne Manchester- I l k l e y 
road which was constructed by Hadrian; but the l i n e i s not 
accepted by the Ordnance Survey. 

North of Oock H i l l , the road i s traceable by various 
pieces of evidence^ v i a Denholme Edge, Ooldspring House, 
filler Oar, along the south side of oradle Edge allotments 
on Harden Moor, Spring Gardens Lane ( n o r t h of Keighley), 
and The H o l l i n s near Steeton, t o Ling Haw and a terrace 
under Well Head Lathe. Between t h i s p o i n t and I l k l e y i t s 
course i s somewhat obscure, but according t o Warburton i t 
crossed Rumbold Moor by Morton High Gate and Black Knowl, 
while V i l l y has found traces of an ancient road between t h i s 
p o i n t and Keighley Gate, Thence the Roman road i s generally 
assumed t o coincide w i t h the l i n e of the present road i n t o 
I l k l e y . V i l l y has rec e n t l y confirmed the Roman passage of 
Airedale from Back Shaw (near Haisworth Shay) v i a Long Lee, 
Curry Latae, Marley, Uncra farmhouse - where the Aire i s 
a c t u a l l y crossed - and up the opposite slope on the east 
side of How Beck through West Morton t o Bradup Beck.3 

1 Watson, H a l i f a x , (ed. Leyland), 141; Oodrington, R, Roads 
85-6. 

^ Oodrington, op c i t . , 93-7* 
^ Bradford Ant., n.s. v i , p t . 27 (1935) ( r e p r i n t ) . 
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The c o n t i n u a t i o n of tne Manchester-Ilkley road i s 
supposed to have crossed the Wharfe east of I l k l e y Bridge. 
I t has been revealed by digging near Middleton H a l l , and the 
old 0. S. map c a r r i e s i t on t o tJae south-east of Round H i l l , 
wiiere the road turns snarply to tne east, over Blubberhouses 
Moor i n the d i r e c t i o n of Aldborough.^ I t can s t i l l be 
traced as f a r as the crossing of the Nidd at Hampsthwaite 

2 
Church. The reason f o r t h i s sudden change of d i r e c t i o n 
i s apparently t o be found i n the knowledge t h a t the I l k l e y -
Long preston Roman road i s d e f i n i t e l y crossed by another 
road coming from Ribchester i n the d i r e c t i o n of Aldborough. 
Although the latter»s course between skipton and Round H i l l 
has not yet been traced, i t would appear, from the alignment, 
to be one and the same road as t h a t which goes eastward from 
Round H i l l - a through route from Ribchester to Aldborough, 
c u t t i n g out any d e v i a t i o n t o i l k l e y , which would have been 
an unnecessary delay t o the S w i f t Imperial c o u r i e r coaches 
between these two important places. Moreover, V i l l y 
believes the road from I l k l e y t o have continued s t r a i g h t on 
towards Hayshaw (where pigs of lead dated t o Domitian have 
been found),3 and perhaps v i a the d o u b t f u l l y Roman s t a t i o n 
at Cwtlesteads near Pateley Bridge,4 onwards to Oatterick.5 
^ Codrington, op c i t . , 97* 
2 i b i d . , 98; BRAG, v i , (1928). 
3 „ 

See Appendix A, S.V. 
4 

See Appendix A, S.V. 
^ Bradford Ant., n.s. v i , p t . 29, (iy3c)« ^^-^^ ( r e p r i n t ) . 
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Much more d e f i n i t e evidence i s needed, however, before the 
existence of a Roman road i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n can be accepted. 

The Ribchester-Elslack-Aldborough road was the more 
no r t h e r l y of the two Roman crossings of the mid-pennine 
watershed; f o r , as has been seen, only one of the three 
routes between Manchester and York was i n use at any one 
time. Indeed, the reason f o r the evacuation of I l k l e y i n 
the l a t e t h i r d century may have been an o f f i c i a l decision 
to discontinue the use of the Blackstone Edge road, perhaps 
i n s p i r e d by an unusually dangerous state of d i s a f f e c t i o n i n 
the h i l l - c o u n t r y through which part of i t passed, though not 
necessarily a c t u a l l y i n Wharfedale. I f t h i s were the case, 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Elslack stone f o r t and of the road 
east of Ribohester may possibly date from the l a t e t h i r d 
century evacuation of I l k l e y . The course of t h i s road i s 
ea s i l y determined; i t s main p o i n t s are at the f o r d i n g of 
the Ribble at L i t t l e Town, the s t i l l e x i s t i n g ridge c a l l e d 
Brede Street east of the Oalder, and the crossing of the 
Pendleton Brook, before i t f o l l o w s the municipal boundary 
of Olitheroe f o r two miles t o the east of Ohatburn. Then, 
beyond Worston, comes a sweep t o the east t o Hey House, 
Howgill, Brogden Lane, Greenlees, Thornton Rectory, and so 
to the f o r t of Burwens Oastle, Elslack. Beyond t h i s s i t e 
the l i n e of the modern road i s c l o s e l y followed as f a r as 

^ Codrington, op c i t . , 100-1. 
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Skipton where i t i s crossed by the southern p o r t i o n of the 
Craven Way; from here i t appears to have gone by Droughton 
over Blubberhouses Moor towards Aldborough. 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , a secondary road also l e d south-east from 
Elslack, apparently i n the d i r e c t i o n of Oastleford, which 
crossed the Manchester - I l k l e y road near Keighley where Roman 
coins and a Roman bronze eagle found i n the neighbourhood are 
preserved i n the town's museum. Af t e r crossing the Cleck­
heaton- York road near D r i g h l i n g t o n , i t s course becomes 
uncertain. V i l l y believes t h a t t h i s same road was continued 
i n the opposite d i r e c t i o n north-west past Elslack towards Long 
Preston, He has observed traces f o r a short length near Bank 
Newton,^ but f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n appears necessary. 

Manchester, whose L a t i n name reads *Mamucium> i n the 
second I t e r , and^Mancunium' i n the te n t h , was \indoubtedly a 
road j u n c t i o n of importance commanding the f o o t h i l l s of the 
south-western pennines. From i t radiated roads i n d i r e c t i o n s 
as diverse as Wigan, Ribchester, I l k l e y , York ( v i a Cleckheaton), 
and Brough i n Derbyshire ( v i a Melandra). The r e s u l t s of 
excavations are i j n f o r t u n a t e l y obscure; the pot t e r y belongs 
mainly t o the second and t h i r d centuries w i t h a few pieces 
of f i r s t century date.^ 

To Manchester came the road from Chester which appears 

to have been the c h i e f west-coast route between th a t legionary 

^ Bradford Ant., loc c i t . , 12. 
^ Bruton, Manchester, 186. 
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f o r t r e s s and the Wall. I t was connected w i t h Ribchester by 
a well-known road, of which during the whole distance of 25 
miles, "no p a r t of the road i s three-quarters of a mile out 
of a p e r f e c t l y s t r a i g h t l i n e . " l The only s l i g h t d e v i a t i o n s 
occur on Rushton Height and Bowstook H i l l . There was, how­
ever, an a l t e r n a t i v e route t o Ribchester, v i a Wigan, (Ooccium), 
which i s taken by the tenth I t e r . The precise l i n e i s i n 
parts u n c e r t a i n , but i t has been i d e n t i f i e d f o r nearly a mile 
between Hope H a l l and Ohorlton Fold and was found again during 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Eccles- Wigan railway near Worsley. 
I t has also been traced near Brick House on Mawdesley Oommon; 
near Oleworth H a l l , east of Tyldesley; i n the lane between 
Ohowbent and Hindley; on the south side of Hindley Vicarage; 
and where the railway crosses Amber Oommon, two miles from 
Wigan.^ This road passes a l i t t l e t o the west of Blackrod, 
the s i g n i f i c a n c e of whose remains has been discussed elsewhere.3 

The post at Wigan, which was placed on an e l e v a t i o n i n 
the centre of the town now occupied by the Parish Church, has 
never been excavated, Watkin regarded i t as an unimportant 
connection between Manchester and Ribchester, and his view 
seems t o be supported by the paucity of f i n d s made.4 Coins 
of probus, V i c t o r i n u s , Gallienus and Tetricus i n d i c a t e a l a t e 

Oodrington, op c i t . , 99. 
2 
^ p. 147-8. 
4 Lanes., 201. 

^ Oodrington, 88-9-
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t h i r d century occupation; and, of course, since i t i s 
included i n the I t i n e r a r y , the s i t e must have been occupied 
at l e a s t as early as the r e i g n of Caracalla. 

From Wigan a road ran southwards to Warrington,^ where 
i t would cross the Mersey to Wilderspool, the s i t e of an 
extensive c i v i l settlement.^ I n the opposite d i r e c t i o n 
the road led v i a standi eh Wood Lane and Beunber Green t o 
Walton-le-Dale where there i s some suggestion of the 
existence of a Roman post on the bank of tne Ribble.-^ 
The course of the f i n a l l i n k w i t h Ribchester i s unknown. 

The cavalry f o r t at Ribchester may s a t i s f a c t o r i l y be 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h Bremetonnacxim of the tenth Antonine I t e r . 
I t s distance from Wigan and Manchester accords w i t h the 
table given i n the road-book; moreover, the N o t i t i a places 
here the Cuneus Armaturarum,^ which must be a m i s - s p e l l i n g 
f o r Sarmatarum, and the presence of the Sarmatian cavalry 
i s a t t e s t e d by i n s c r i p t i o n s . 5 From the ceramic evidence, 
i t i s c l e a r t h a t the i n i t i a l occupation was Flavian and 
occupation appears t o have continued w i t h the minimum of 
I n t e r r u p t i o n u n t i l the end of the f o u r t h century. Both 

Codrington, op c i t , , 89-90. 
^ May, Warrington's Roman Remains, 

^ See Appendix A, s.v. 
4 Hot Dig, (ed. Seeck), 209-12. 
5 OIL, 218, 230. 
^ Johnston, Roman Lancashire, 42, 58; Atkinson, Ribchester. 
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from the size of the f o r t - 5^ acres - and the pr o f u s i o n of 
the f i n d s , i t appears to have been one of the most important 
i n Lancashire. The remains a t t r a c t e d the a t t e n t i o n of both 

1 2 
Leland and Camden. The coin l i s t given by Watkin ranges 
from Nero to Diocletian. 3 

I t i s now accepted that the tenth I t e r s t a r t e d from 
Ravenglass yOlajioventa) on the extreme north-west coast, 
and traversed the Lake D i s t r i c t i n l a n d v i a Watercrook (Alone). 
The next step - 19 Roman miles to Galacum - only f i t s s a t i s ­
f a c t o r i l y w i t h Lancaster as the l a t t e r f o r t ; ^ - but u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
Lancaster i s by no means the 27 Roman miles from Ribchester 
given by the I t i n e r a r y ; the distance measures 22 M.P.M. i n 
a d i r e c t l i n e . The only way of explaining t h i s discrepancy, 
while r e t a i n i n g the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of Lancaster w i t h Galacum 
i s t o suppose e i t h e r t h a t a devious route was necessary 
between the two f o r t s , or th a t a c l e r i c a l e r r o r occurred 
w i t h the i n s e r t i o n of an e x t r a V i n tne mileage from Galacxim 
to Bremetonnacum; and as the t o t a l mileage of tne I t e r 
t a l l i e s w i t h the i n d i v i d u a l e n t r i e s , t h i s involves the 
a d d i t i o n a l presumption that the t o t a l was also faked t o 
^ Hearne's Leland, i v , 22. 
^ Gough^s Camden, i i i , 391. 
^ Lanes. 
4 H a v e r f i e l d (Arch. J. I x x i i , 81) favoured t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 
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cover up the mistake. I n view of the usual r e l i a b i l i t y of 
the t e x t of the I t i n e r a r y , such an explanation, unbacked by 
supporting evidence, seems very u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . The a l t e r ­
n a t i v e i s , however, q u i t e possible, f o r a d i r e c t connection 
between the two s i t e s i s not yet d e f i n i t e l y established, 
although Codrington marks such a road running from Ribchester 
by Windy Arbour, Snape Rake Lane, Stanygate, and Methurst.*^ 
Perhaps the true explanation emerges from the f a c t t h a t the 
road west of Ribchester towards Fulwood and beyond, on the 

2 
l i n e of the Danes' Pad to Kirkham, i s apparently crossed at 
Fulwood by the road from Wigan and Walton-le-Dale, which 
Codrington then traces northward t o Lancaster over Fulwood 
Moor and by Cadley Causeway, Broughton, Barton, Fleet Street 
i n Claughton, atnd Burrow. 3 The same l i n e seems to appear at 
Windy Arbour, near Forton, but f o r the remainder of i t s course 
there i s no clue. The distance round by the Fulwood cross­
roads i s , i n f a c t , approximately 27 miles. Neither of 
Codrington's routes i s regarded as s u f f i c i e n t l y convincing 
to be shown on the 0.S. map of Roman B r i t a i n ; but t h a t there 
must have been some road leading south from Lancaster i s 
Obvious. Only the precise course remains t o be d e f i n i t e l y 
established. 
1 

Oodrington, op. c i t . , 105. 
2 l h l d > , 104. 
^ i b i d . , 104-5. 
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Overborough, i f regarded as a candidate f o r Galacum, 
f i t s s p lendidly w i t h Ribchester by distance, but i s 8 Roman 
miles too close to Watercrook, at l e a s t i n a d i r e c t l i n e . 
No connecting road w i t h tne l a t t e r s t a t i o n i s known. 

The p o t t e r y evidence from the f o r t at Lancaster i n d i c a t e s 
a f i r s t century occupation,"^ axid the argiiment i s supported by 
the e a r l y form of the dedica t i o n (DIS MANIBVS i n f u l l ) by 

2 
A p o l l i n a r i s . 

North of Lancaster, the 0. S. map of Roman B r i t a i n marks 
a road of \incertain course leading to Watercrook (Alone of the 
te n t h I t e r ) , passing by the Warton Cragg h i l l - f o r t and Dog 
Holes cave, which has produced evidence of occupation i n the 
Roman period.3 m 1882, paving 16-17i f e e t wide was d i s ­
covered p o i n t i n g t o Scaleford, on the r i v e r Lune, and on the 
no r t h side of t h i s r i v e r , 42 miles from Lancaster on the way 
to Kirkby Lonsdale, a supposed Roman road was found ten years 
l a t e r , and the l i n e was continued f o r a mile by a par i s h 
boundary.^ I t must have been j o i n e d by the road going 
north-west from Overborough wnich V i l l y has traced as f a r 
as the Lupton Beck pass on the north side of Farleton F e l l . 5 

Much more e a s i l y recognisable i s the more westerly route 
^ Johnston, op c i t . , bl-2. 
2 OIL, 285-
^ Appendix A, s^-
4 Oodrington, op c i t . , IO5-6. 
5 Cl2, x x x v i i , 49-51. 
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which l i n k e d Ribchester w i t h the Overborough and LOW Borrow 
Bridge f o r t s , j o i n i n g the Stainmore road at Brougnam t o run 
on t o C a r l i s l e . Owing to physiographical obstacles, t h i s 
road i s by no means so s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d i n lay-out as i t s 
counterpart on the east of the pennines. The greatest 
dev i a t i o n s are over the f e l l s between Ribchester and Over-
borough, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the region of the Forest of Bowland. 
The course of the road i s traced i n d e t a i l by Codrington.^ 
Unfortunately, too l i t t l e i s known of the occupation of the 
Overborough and Low Borrow Bridge f o r t s , n e i t n e r of wnich has 
been excavated, t o f u r n i s h any f u r t n e r i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h 
regard to the period i n which t h i s road was i n use. 

Best known of a l l i s the course of the Roman road from 
York v i a Aldborough, Ca t t e r i c k , piercebridge, Binchester, 
Lanchester and Ebchester to Corbridge, which s t a t i o n must, 
at any r a t e u n t i l about tne close of the second century, have 
served as an immediate base f o r supplies t o the Wall garrisons. 
Bearing the general name of Ermine Street, i t s l o c a l Yorkshire 
neune i s Leeming Lane, while i n the middle ages i n Durham i t 
acquired the a p p e l l a t i o n »Dere Street. » Whether i t represents 
an o r i g i n a l advance by Agrioola, or whether A g r i c o l a merely 
perfected tne route selected previously by O e r i a l i s , 
archaeology alone cannot as yet determine. Excavations 
at Aldborough, piercebridge, Binchester, Lanchester, and 

^ op c i t . , lOb-9. 
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Ebchester, though admittedly incomplete, have y i e l d e d nothing 
i n the way of p o s i t i v e m a t e r i a l t o i n d i c a t e a pre-Agricolan 
occupation. On the other hand, i t must be remembered t h a t 
even on s i t e s where there can have been no subsequent occu­
p a t i o n , t o which other considerations ascribe a probably 
O e r i a l i a n foundation, such as Meltham, K i r k l e e s , and perhaps 
Dent, dateable f i n d s were markedly absent. O a t t e r i c k , a 
large and probably important s t a t i o n w i t h evidences of a 
considerable c i v i l settlement nearby, remains s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
iinexplored. ̂  

At the other end of the route, however, the presence of 
the stamp of the p o t t e r MVRRAMS on p l a i n Samian from both 
Oorbridge and Ohesterholm, and decorated Samian i n h i s s t y l e 
from tne former s i t e , i s some i n d i c a t i o n of a O e r i a l i a n 

2 
foundation. I f t h i s view i s c o r r e c t , then C e r i a l i s * 
troops were established at both ends of the Stanegate 
f r o n t i e r before the close of h i s governorship - a s t a t e 
of a f f a i r s c onsistent w i t h the purely h i s t o r i c a l evidence. 
Moreover, as C e r i a l i s was p r i m a t i l y concerned w i t h a r a p i d 
conquest of the Brigantes, h i s use of the easy east-coast 
route t o the north i s a p r i o r i most probable. i n t h i s case, 
he could hardly overlook the advantages of the Stainmore gap. 

^ T r i a l excavations were c a r r i e d out by Messrs, w. V. Wade 
and E. J. W. H i l d y a r d i n A p r i l , 1939. 

AA'̂ , XV, 282. 
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whicn may none the less be l a t e r than tne Craven Way, since 
C e r i a l i s ' e a r l i e s t campaigns would presumably De concerned 
w i t h paralysing the power of the Brigantes by the pen e t r a t i o n 
of tne heart of t h e i r country i n south-west Yorkshire. The 
problems of the dating of the Stainmore road are rendered 
more inconclusive by the lack of excavation i n the f o r t s 
along i t s l i n e . One can only say tnat Bowes, at l e a s t , 
was occupied under Hadrian,^ and r e b u i l d i n g took place there 

2 
under the governor V i r i u s Lupus. Greta Bridge was also 
occupied i n the t h i r d century.^ At Brough, the bulk of 
the p o t t e r y unearthed i n i n c i d e n t a l work was l a t e f o u r t h 
century i n date.^ I n the l a t e t h i r d century, a period 
when the upkeep of roads was a p a r t i c u l a r l y prominent feature 
of i m p e r i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , tne important Stainmore pass 
received a good share of a t t e n t i o n . Some idea of t h i s 
importance may be gained from the f a c t that no less than 
fo u r f o r t s guard tne nine miles of road between Greta Bridge 
and Brough. 

^ on,, 275-
2 OIL, 21j. 
3 OIL, 280. 
4 ROHM Westmorland, 48. 

5 Four milestones are att e s t e d from or near S p i t a l : c f . GIL. 
1182a; JRS, x v i , 24I; x v i i , 21 ;̂ Elgee, Arch. Yorks.!^—' 
156-7; YAJ, x x i x , 107 ( i l l u s . ) . 
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( i i ) BAINBRIDGE 
(a) The Antiquarian History of the S i t e . 

I f I l k l e y was tne centre of communications f o r the 
populous, prosperous mid-Yorkshire dales, Bainbridge occupied 
a s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n w i t h regard t o those of no r t h Yorkshire. 
I t was founded i n the Agricolan period and occupied c o n t i n u ­
ously, apart from destructions f o l l o w i n g on the collapse of 
the Wall's defences. Bainbridge was excavated i n 1926, and 
1928-29-31> out i n view of tne u n s a t i s f a c t o r y character of 
the excavation r e p o r t s , and of the w r i t e r ' s opportunity f o r 
tne f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n of some of the problems of the s i t e 
and i t s neighbourhood, a b r i e f review of the evidence and the 
conclusions to be drawn from i t seems desirable. The h i s t o r y 
of t h i s s i t e sheds valuable l i g n t on tne nature of the Roman 
occupation of the northern h i n t e r l a n d behind tne Wall f r o n t i e r ; 
and nas an a d d i t i o n a l i n t e r e s t i n view of i t s close p r o x i m i t y 
to Addleoorougn and tne native settlements wnich c l u s t e r on 
tne snoulders of t n a t imposing h i l l . 

The e a r l i e s t evidence of any s i g n i f i c a n c e r e l a t i n g t o 
Brough-by-Bainbridge i s t n a t provided by the Elizabethan 
antiquary, Camden, whose observations form the basis f o r 
the m a j o r i t y of remarks concerning the s i t e by l a t e r 
h i s t o r i a n s . The f o r t stands on a hog-backed mound of 
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boulder-clay at the confluence of the t r i b u t a r y Bain on the 
west w i t h the r i v e r Ure on the latter»s south bank. Here 
Camden saw "foundations of an f o r t i f i c a t i o n , i n c l o s i n g near 
f i v e acres, and below i t t o the east matny traces of houses." 
He also mentions two i n s c r i p t i o n s from the s i t e , whose 
accepted reading i s : -

(1) (EE, i x , p. 563) -
IMP GASSARI . L . SEPTIMIO 
PIO PERTIMOI . AVGV 
IMP OASSARI , M . AVRELIO . A 
PIO . FELI AVaVSTO . FIPS 
BRACOHIb' GAEMENTIoivM 
VI NERVIO T . SVB CVRA . L . A 
SENECION IMPLISSIMI 
OPERI . L . VIVS PIVS PRAIA 
F , 010 

(2) (OIL, 270) -

CAESARI AVGVSTO 
MAROI . AVRELII . FILIO 
SENIsibvis'!* AMPLISSIMI 

VEIJTS PIVS 
Horsley himself c o n t r i b u t e d no new knowledge of the s i t e , 

but an o r i g i n a l piece of i n f o r m a t i o n comes from a manuscript 
note i n the margin of page 3̂ 3 of volume of Horsley»s 
B r i t a n n i a Romana i n the Durham u n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y , which 
appears to have been made by T. D. Whitaker, the North Riding 
antiquary. The note reads; "On a v i s i t to Brough A.D.1796 
I found a rude Basso Relievo of Venus Anadromene w i t h her 
A t t r i b u t e s ; a Comb and Fish - The I n s c r i p t i o n s etc. were l o s t . " 
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This discovery i s apparently r e f e r r e d t o again i n h i s H i s t o r y 
of Richmondshire^ as "a very rude but apparently Roman 
sculpture of a mermaid over the door of the school, 

This l i t e r a r y evidence, small though i t i s , a f f o r d s a 
background of in f o r m a t i o n which was, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , somewhat 
neglected during the conduct of recent excavations on the 
s i t e . The r e s u l t i s tha t the archaeological evidence 
obtained bears too l i t t l e r e l a t i o n to the problems i n d i c a t e d 
by the l i t e r a r y evidence as l i k e l y t o be most p r o f i t a b l e f o r 
f u r t h e r examination. 

Of these problems, c h i e f i n t e r e s t centres round the 
i n s c r i p t i o n s discovered by Camden. From the s i x t h l i n e of 
the f i r s t i n s c r i p t i o n , Camden i n f e r r e d t h a t Bracchium was 
the name of the f o r t . I t i s now believed, however, t h a t i t 
r e f e r s rather t o a rampart or annexe of the f o r t . i t i s 
suggested t h a t the r e a l name of the f o r t i s Virosidum, from 
the f a c t t h a t the N o t i t i a Dignitatum places the Si x t h cohort 
of N e r v i i at Virosidum,3 and, so f a r as i s known, t h a t name 
was applied t o no other f o r t . I f t h i s i s the case, then 
the N o t i t i a i s i n c o r r e c t i n placing Virosidum per linesun 
Y a l l i - a not improbable e r r o r , i n view of the many incon­
s i s t e n c i e s noticeable i n the N o t i t i a . i n c i d e n t a l l y , the 

^ Rictimondshire, i , 
2 

OIL, v i i , note on no. 269. 

3 Not. Dig. , ed. Seeck, 212. 
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p o s s i b i l i t y of Virosidum being a Yorkshire f o r t - and a f o r t 
which i s known t o have been occupied very l a t e i n the f o u r t h 
century, and possibly by S t i l i c h o - w h i l s t yet being included 

per lineam v a l l i s ection, scarcely supports C o l l i n g -
wood's theory-^ t h a t t h i s section i s an anachronism, g i v i n g 
a l i s t of Wall and Cumberland f o r t s which had been l o s t and 
were regarded as ir r e c o v e r a b l e , w h i l s t the fourteen u n i t s 
which appear t o have been stationed i n Yorkshire, Durham and 
Westmorland represent the g a r r i s o n w i t h which S t i l i c h o c a r r i e d 
out h i s reorganisation of the h i n t e r l a n d . I t i s , of course, 
possible that the VI N e r v i i , who from the f i r s t i n s c r i p t i o n 
are known t o have been at Bainbridge under Severus, had moved 
elsewhere by the opening of the f o u r t h century; i f so, the 
equation of Bainbridge w i t h Virosidum n a t u r a l l y f a l l s to the 
ground. 

I n view of the attempts which have occasionally been 
made to connect Virosidum w i t h the name of the r i v e r »Ure», 
Mr. E. V. Gordon's opinion discountenancing t h i s i s of value:-
" i t i s not phonologically p l a u s i b l e to derive Ure from the 
f i r s t element i n Virosidum, which would give Wir or Wer i n 
English.'^ As he p o i n t s out, the group v + vowel cannot be 
avoided (c£. Verulamtum, given i n English (Bede) as Uerleuna -
o a e s t i r ) ; while the e a r l i e s t English forms of Ure are Jor, 

^ i , 289. 

^ L e t t e r to Miss K i t s o n Clark. 
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Yor, e t c . , which are e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t . I n c i d e n t a l l y , 
Yore i s s t i l l the accepted dales name f o r the r i v e r . 

The most valuable information contained i n both 
i n s c r i p t i o n s , however, i s the reference t o the governorship 
of Alfenus Senecio.^ This makes i t improbable t h a t the 
second i n s c r i p t i o n r e f e r s t o Commodus, and since i t i s 
mentioned i n connection w i t h b u i l d i n g operations, i n the 
f i r s t i n s c r i p t i o n , provides evidence f o r a Severan recon­
s t r u c t i o n at the s i t e . 

Atkinson, i n an a r t i c l e on "The Governors of B r i t a i n 
2 

from Claudius t o Diocletian,'* argues th a t Senecio was 
probably governor of B r i t a i n from A.D.204 "to 208. I t i s 
known t h a t he was i n Syria by 209,^ there i s no j u s ­
t i f i c a t i o n f o r the assTimption t h a t he proceeded d i r e c t to 
Syria from B r i t a i n . The Risingham inscription4 may belong 
t o any of the years 205-fc A.D., and B i r l e y has brought 
forward convincing arguments i n favour of the view t h a t 
i t marks the completion of the work of r e s t o r a t i o n i n the 
nort h , and the close of Senecio's governorship.5 believes 
t h a t Senecio was Lupus* immediate successor, i n c. A.D. 200, and 
^ The reading 'Alfenus* seems pre f e r a b l e t o 'Alfenius.** c f , 

B i r l e y , AA^, v i i , 167. 
2 JRS, x i i , 60-73-
3 OIL, i i i , S, 6709-10. 
^ OIL, 1003. 
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t h a t p o l l i e n u s Auspex succeeded Senecio. He bases t h i s 
view on the absence of records of r e b u i l d i n g by Auspex and 
the f a c t t h a t separate i n s c r i p t i o n s from Bowes record both 

1 ? 
Lupus and Senecio*^ engaged i n b u i l d i n g operations, Auspex 

3 
must, moreover, have been i n Rome i n o i r c . 200 A. D. M. 
Antius Oresoens Calpurnianus, the J u r i d i c u s Briteuiniae v i c e -
l e g a t i or deputy, was presumably i n charge of the province 
between the departure of Lupus and the a r r i v a l of Senecio. 
He concludes t h a t Senecio was governor of the province c. A. D. 
200-205, euid since t h i s view obviates the d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s i n g 
from Atkinson's d a t i n g , i t must be accepted. 

The l i t e r a r y evidence thus d e f i n i t e l y implies a Severan, 
and, i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , a Constantian b u i l d i n g period also. 
I t ought to have been the p r i n c i p a l object of excavations to 
confirm these i n d i c a t i o n s , ajid also t o discover whether the 
b u i l d i n g periods under Hadrian and Oount Theodosius were also 
present at Bainbridge as on Hadrian's Wall.^ Unfortunately, 
t h i s o b j e c t i v e does not appear t o have been c l e a r l y borne i n 
mind, and the r e s u l t i s th a t though the conclusions from the 
l i t e r a r y evidence are not contradicted, they s t i l l lack d e f i n i t e 
archaeological c o n f i r m a t i o n on several of the most important 
questions raised. ^ OIL, 273-
2 YAJ. p a r t 116. 
^ Gassius Dio, LXXVI, i x , 3. 

4 B i r l e y , i n AA4, v i i , 164 f f . 
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The f o r t , of the quingenary type, encloses a t r i f l e over 
two acres - a f a c t which, when compared w i t h Camden's 
admittedly rough estimate of f i v e acres, i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
t h a t antiquary must have been p r i v i l e g e d t o view a considerable 
area of an external c i v i l settlement of whose existence there 
i s other evidence, and included i t i n nis estimate. The 
most s t r i k i n g f eatures of the s i t e are the p r e c i p i t o u s 
northern slope t o the r i v e r and the m u l t i p l e - d i t c h system 
on the dead ground between the western rampart and the edge 
of the h i l l where i t drops steeply t o the banks of the Bain. 
There i s a gentle slope from the east and south ramparts, and 
a road i s s t i l l c l e a r l y v i s i b l e ascending the l a t t e r slope 
diagonally t o t u r n i n at the south gate across a causeway. 
The appearance of t i t u l i outside the north and west gates 
i s a most unusual f e a t u r e i n a permanent f o r t , but may be 
taken t o i n d i c a t e t h a t they were l i t t l e used; i t i s s i g ­
n i f i c a n t t h a t these are the steepest sides of the mound, 
where normal entrance and e x i t would be extremely d i f f i c u l t . 
The recent excavations d i d , however, r e v e a l the existence of 
a road l e a d i n g out of the n o r t h gate and t u r n i n g along the 
Wall of the f o r t t o the e a s t (thus a v o i d i n g the t i t u l u s ) , 
but i t does not appear t o be e a r l i e r than the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 1 

On the other hand, the t i t u l i may belong t o the l a t e s t p e r i o d 
of occupation of the s i t e and represent a time and labour-

Report 2, 80-1, and Report 4, 34 ( P o t t e r y i n outer/»ditch). 
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saving s u b s t i t u t e f o r c l o s i n g the gates by w a l l i n g them up, 
which happened i n several Wall f o r t s i n the f o u r t h century. 
The i n t e r n a l arrangements of the existing* f o r t are normal 
and snow tha t the east gate i s tne porta p r a e t o r i a . 

Both Gollingwood-^ and Whitaker^ consider the s i t u a t i o n 
of a Roman f o r t upon a h i l l - t o p t o oe unusual; but C o l l i n g -
wood does not appear to r e a l i s e t h a t one reason f o r the choice 
must have been the v i t a l necessity f o r occupying p o s i t i o n s of 
t a c t i c a l strength i n the t u r b u l e n t h i l l - c o u n t r y . I t must be 
remembered t n a t the advance which r e s u l t e d i n the establishment 
of a f o r t at Bainbridge, whether made by O e r i a l i s or Agricola, 
had as i t s primary ooject tne conquest and subjugation of the 
country w i t h s t a t i o n s j u d i c i o u s l y placed. The f o r t s planted 
by A g r i c o l a along the Forth-Olyde l i n e i n Scotlaxid provide a 
f a i r l y close analogy, f o r t h e i r f i n e s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n i s 
s p e c i a l l y noted by Tacitus,-^ and many of the s i t e s l a t e r r e -
occupied by L o l l i u s Urbicue were s i t u a t e d on h i l l - t o p s , ^ 

The suggestion t h a t the f o r t was d e l i b e r a t e l y planted 
near the B r i t i s h camp on Adaleborough may be dismissed by 
quoting tne comment of Dr. Wheeler, i n an unsigned review 
of May's Templebrough, on a s i m i l a r suggestion by May: 
" I t [Templebrough ] was c e r t a i n l y not, as Mr. May t h i n k s , 
1 Report 1, 262. " * 
2 Richmonashire. i i , 211-
3 Agric., x x i i . 
^ Oollingwood, Arcn. of Romsui B r i t a i n . 86. 
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i n t e n t i o n a l l y erected over against a B r i t i s h h i l l - f o r t 
which 'thotxgh over two miles away i n a d i r e c t l i n e westwards 
overlooks Templebrough from a superior height of 4OO f e e t . 
I t i s \aimeceasary to r e i t e r a t e Haverfield's d i a t r i b e s against 
t h i s s o r t o f armchair strategy. Nevertheless, the f o r t was 
obviously f i r s t p lanted as an advance-guard and then r e t a i n e d 
f o r some time as a rearguard, w i t h the Derbyshire f o r t s , 
against the w i l d Brigantes^" The reasons f o r the occupation 
and r e t e n t i o n of the Bainbridge f o r t were probably very 
s i m i l a r , though i t s continued occupation wouild be more 
e s s e n t i a l than t h a t of Templebrough. 

JES, x i , 119-20 
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( b ) Archaeological Problems.^ 

A consideration of the problems of the f o r t at Bain­
bridge, i n view of tne evidence of general h i s t o r y and l o c a l 
l i t e r a r y references, n a t u r a l l y looks t o excavation on the 
s i t e to produce valuable evidence which should do much to 
cl e a r up these proolems. Yet the reports of the excavations 
i n 1926, 1928, 1929, and 1931, cannot oe regarded as other 
than u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . This i s a l l the more di s a p p o i n t i n g 
i n t h a t s u f f i c i e n t work was done to show tha t a wealth of 
m a t e r i a l lay ready to be discovered by the spade. Had 
t h i s been arranged and i n t e r p r e t e d i n the l i g h t of such 
ant i q u a r i a n evidence as could already be adduced - and i t 
has been seen th a t t h i s i s f a r from n e g l i g i b l e - much more 
could have been l e a r n t about the c o n s t r u c t i o n , occupation, 
and purpose of the f o r t . Something might have been added 
to our knowledge of Roman p o l i c y as regards the conquest and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the h i l l - c o u n t r y . U n fortunately, the most 
vsuLuable features of other evidence seem t o have been neglected. 
Excavation appears t o have been somewhat haphazard and, i f 
not e n t i r e l y purposeless, at l e a s t without any c l e a r conception 

^ I n dating many of the groups of p o t t e r y , which are a v i t a l 
f e a t u r e here, I am indebted t o marginal MSB. notes on the 
r e p o r t s by Mr. E r i c B i r l e y , and i n several instances these 
are given as the a u t h o r i t y f o r conclusions reached. 
Appendices containing a f u l l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of coins early 
and l a t e p o t t e r y , an index of p o t t e r y i l l u s t r a t e d i n ' t h e 
r e p o r t s , and i n s c r i p t i o n s , r e f e r r e d t o i n the t e x t are 
included i n the writer»s unpublished t h e s i s on The'Roman Fort 
at Brough-by-Bainbridge. i n Wensleydale deposited m the 
Archaeological seminar L i b r a r y , H a t f i e l d College, Durham. 
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of the problems l i k e l y t o be cleared up by the work on any 
p a r t i c u l a r p a r t of the f o r t . 

The r e s u l t i s a mass of m a t e r i a l which i s d i s j o i n t e d 
and confused. Archaeology, from which so much might have 
been l e a r n t , has l i t t l e p o s i t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n of value t o 
c o n t r i b u t e t o what i s already known, and some of the most 
important discoveries are a r r i v e d at only by disregarding 
f a l s e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of the f a c t s i n the o f f i c i a l r e ports. 
I t i s o f t e n possible, however, t o f i n d negative c o n f i r m a t i o n 
of the major assumptions a r i s i n g out of a n t e r i o r evidence. 
The most th a t can be said of the excavation re p o r t s , as 
regards t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o a more thorough and c l e a r 
comprehension of the chie f features and problems of the 
s i t e , i s t h a t they are not c o n t r a d i c t o r y t o the main 
p o s t u l a t i o n s made from a study of the other a v a i l a b l e 
evidence, general and p a r t i c u l a r . I t must necessarily, 
t h e r e f o r e , be w i t h a view t o demonstrating t h i s , r a t h e r 
than t o e l i c i t i n g much o r i g i n a l evidence from the confused 
mass of m a t e r i a l a v a i l a b l e , t h a t the reports of work on 
c e r t a i n parts of the f o r t - selected as the most i n t e r e s t i n g 
and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c specimens of the method and r e s u l t s of 
excavation at Bainbridge - w i l l be considered. 

NO p a r t of the f o r t has been excavated altogether 

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , but since most a t t e n t i o n has been concentrated 
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on the east gate, the barracks, and the rampart, these areas 
w i l l be most s u i t a b l e f o r consideration. I t may be advisable, 
however, f o r the sake of completeness, b r i e f l y t o i n d i c a t e the 
chi e f r e s u l t s of excavation i n other parts of the f o r t . 

The headquarters b u i l d i n g was merely 'sampled,' only 
the sacelliim being thoroughly explored. The c h i e f f e a t u r e 
of i n t e r e s t i s the strong-room beneath i t , an unusually f i n e 
speciment, probably of l a t e date,"^ though nothing was found 
to enable i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n t o be assigned t o any period. 
The s t a i r s leading t o i t , however, revealed two b u i l d i n g 
periods of which the l a t e r d i d not reveal the polished 
workmBunship of the eatrlier. perhaps Severain and Oonstantian 
reconstructions r e s p e c t i v e l y are indicated. The presence of 
black p i t t e d ware on the f l o o r of the c e l l a r proved t h a t i t 
was i n use during the f o u r t h century occupation. Outside 
the sacellum was found a base which, as Oollingwood observes, 
may have supported the very statue seen by Camden; but h i s 
a t t r i b u t i o n of the statue t o Marcus Aurelius appears insupport-

2 

able, unless he i s r e f e r r i n g to Oommodus i n most unusual terms* 
Two paved f l o o r s , associated w i t h early and l a t e p o t t e r y 

r e s p e c t i v e l y , were found i n what was probably the commandant's 
house.^ The granaries revealed a confusion and v a r i e t y of 
walls and l e v e l s resembling t h a t l a t e r discovered i n the 
1 ' Z " " ~ ^ 

Report, 1, 273-
2 I b i d . 
3 I b i d . , 274. 
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1 
barrack area. 

The road to the south gate revealed two l e v e l s , and 
below the ea r l y surface was a mortarium which may have been 
Hadrianio or even e a r l i e r . The upper l e v e l produced evidence 
of f ourth-century use i n the shape of black p i t t e d ware which, 
together w i t h a v a r i e t y of other pieces of e a r l i e r date, 
suggested a period of long use.^ 

The work i n 1926 revealed a composite rampart,^ b u i l t 
over a foundation of cobbles. Originsdly of clay, a stone 
revetment had been added at some subsequent date, " b r i n g i n g 
i t i n t o l i n e w i t h the composite type which seems t o have come 
i n t o use early i n the second century." Mr. Oollingwood goes 
on t o say t h a t »*this sequence r e c a l l s the discoveries r e c e n t l y 
made at York, Oaerleon, Carnarvon, Brecon, and elsewhere, 
where i n each case an earthen rampart of the f i r s t century 
was r e v e t t e d with an outer face of stone about the beginning 
of the second century. We thus get a prima f a c i e case f o r 
a Flavian f o r t at Bainbridge reconstructed i n stone at a date 
which may f a l l as e a r l y as the reign of Trajan." He adds 
t h a t " t h i s hypothesis i s n e i t h e r proved nor disproved by the 
r e s u l t s of 1926, but i t s proof or disproof w i n doubtless be 
among the f i r s t objects of any f u t u r e work on the s i t e . " 
U n fortunately, although the presumption i s a l i k e l y one, a 

^ I b i d . 
2 Report 2, 77-78. 
3 Report 1, 264-268. 
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s o l u t i o n of the problem has not been a r r i v e d a t , and the 
s t a t e of our i n f o r m a t i o n on t h i s subject i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of the bulk of the knowledge r e s u l t i n g from the excavations. 

Droop states t h a t "the appearance of what was l e f t of 
the f i r s t clay-moss rampart - a l i t t l e by the north gate and 
a considerable amount at the north-east corner - suggested 
s t r o n g l y (though i t d i d not prove) t h a t the r e v e t t i n g was 
not a mere remodelling of aji e x i s t i n g rampart, but a r e ­
b u i l d i n g of a rampart t h a t had been destroyed. A destruc-

1 
t i o n of the f o r t i n the troubles of I15 seemed i n d i c a t e d . " 
He thus appears to d i s t i n g u i s h two e a r l y second-century 
b u i l d i n g periods (although the assumption of 'troubles i n 
115• appears q u i t e u n j u s t i f i e d ) , f o r i n 1928 he said t h a t 
"the rampart was r e b u i l t and given revetments, and the outer 
d i t c h made at the sajme date, v i z . , the t u r n of the f i r s t 

2 
and second c e n t u r i e s . " I t must be noted t h a t the p o t t e r y 
evidence from the outer d i t c h , however, favours a l a t e r date. 
Perhaps there was only one period of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ; but i t 
seems safer t o postulate two separate periods of a c t i v i t y i n 
the absence of f u r t h e r evidence. 

Two separate black charcoal layers behind tne rampart 
to the south are possibly the r e s u l t of two f i r e s i n each 
of which the timber work of the rampart was destroyed. i n 
^ Report 4, 20. 
^ Report 2, 80-3 Report 4, 34. 
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the lower, a l a t e f i r s t century group of p o t t e r y was 
discovered.-^ This may be connected w i t h f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n s 
of f i r e on the east, where a black stratiim l y i n g on v i r g i n 

2 

s o i l y i e l d e d a f i r s t - c e n t u r y potsherd. The three black 
s t r a t a on the no r t h , of which the two lowest are associated 
w i t h p o t t e r y of Trajan or Hadrian, however, were probably 
not caused by an accidental c o n f l a g r a t i o n . ^ 

Oollingwood believed t h a t he found traces of a roadway, 
i n the western and eastern sections, i n the mass of clay 
behind the stone rampart, and concluded t h a t "these sections 
not only demonstrate the d i s t i n c t i o n , above described, between 
an e a r l y earthwork-and-timber period and a l a t e r earthwork-
and-stone period, but also suggest a t h i r d period when the 
o r i g i n a l clay rampart went altogether out of use and was 
over s a i l e d by a roadway running, probably, r i g h t up t o the 
stone revetment now standing as an independent stone rsunpart," 
He observes t h a t " t h i s disuse of the earthen member of a 
composite rampart has been observed f a i r l y f r e q u e n t l y e l s e ­
where, notably i n the f o r t s on Hadrian's Wall; i t i s 
sometimes associated w i t h disuse of the corner-towers. 

This assumption of a t h i r d period cannot, however, be 
accepted, since there i s no evidence f o r the disuse of the r Report 1, 284. 
2 Report 1, 267. 

^ Report 2, 82. 
4 Report 1, 267. 
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earthen rampart at Bainbridge, nor indeed on Hadrian's Wall, 
A s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n occurs at Castlecary,^ Oadder, and 
Balmuildy."^ Because the layer was uniform, and some 
distance below the top of the stone revetment, Collingwood 
took i t to represent a road-surface. But he f a i l e d t o 
r e a l i s e t h a t a rampart of earth i s normally n e i t h e r so high 
nor so steep i n the face as a stone rampart; the normal 
height of the former i s about f i v e f e e t , t h a t of the l a t t e r 
up t o twelve f e e t . The contrast between the two i s evident 
not only i n a composite rampart, such as t h a t at Bainbridge, 
but where an earth backing has been added t o an o r i g i n a l l y 
complete stone rampart- The bank ran behind the rampart, 
not to broaden the rampart walX, as M i l l e r suggested,^ but 
to form a p l a t f o r m whence the rampart walk could e a s i l y be 
reached. N a t u r a l l y , i t became necessary p e r i o d i c a l l y t o 
add f r e s h m a t e r i a l to the bank to keep i t up t o i t s proper 
l e v e l owing- t o the s o i l becoming compressed auid s i n k i n g ; 
and the stony layer found by Goilingwood must have represented 
such an a d d i t i o n , although he took i t t o be a road-surface. 

Thus, only two c e r t a i n s t r u c t u r a l periods emerge from a 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of tne rampart evidence - f i r s t tne c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of the clay rampart i n the l a t t e r h a l f of the f i r s t century, 

^ Macdonald, RWS, 243-4. 
2 Clarke, Gadder, 13-16. 
3 M i l l e r , Balmuildy, 8 f f . 
4 I b i d . , 8. 
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and the l a t e r a d d i t i o n of the outer stone revetment probably 
early i n the second century, thougn not dateaole very closely. 
The 192b excavations revealed an inner as w e l l as an outer 
stone revetment on the north-east, though the inner was of 
s l i g h t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n . ^ 

Two ditcnes were revealed on the north and north-east, 
the outer of which had been f i l l e d i n and a roadway b u i l t 

2 
over i t . The outside bank of the outer d i t c h had been 
b u i l t up of d i r t y clay " c l e a r l y brought from some f l o o r -
l e v e l , i n order to form an a r t i f i c i a l l i p , owing t o the 
n a t u r a l slope of tne ground, and t u i s contained some p o t t e r y , 
of which the Samian appears to be c n i e f l y south Graulish, and 
the coarse ware "mostly Flavian, though some of the m o r t a r i a 
look t o be Hadrianic or a b i t l a t e r . Droop, t h e r e f o r e , 
appears too d e f i n i t e i n s t a t i n g that these sherds " p o i n t to 
a date not l a t e r than the end of the f i r s t century f o r the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of the f l o o r from wnicn the bank was b u i l t , and 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the outer d i t c n . " The wide range of 
po t t e r y suggests t n a t tne f o r t nad been occupied f o r a 
considerable time before the outer d i t c h was constructed, 
and a t e n t a t i v e suggestion i s t h a t the outer d i t c h i s 
contemporary w i t n the a d d i t i o n of the stone revetment t o 
the rampart i n a Hadrianic reconstruction. The p o t t e r y i n 
1 Report 2, 78-80. 
2 I b i d . , 79-81. 
^ B i r l e y , note on Report 4, 34. 
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the revetment of the rampart has an early Trajanic terminus 
post quern.^ On the other hand, i t must be remembered t h a t 
Trajanic pottery was associated w i t h a d r a i n at the n o r t h ­
east corner which r e s t s on v i r g i n s o i l , and which was probably 

2 

b u i l t a t the same time as the revetment w a l l s . Droop's 
surmise t h a t tne rampart received i t s revetment at the t u r n 
of the f i r s t and second centuries may s t i l l be c o r r e c t , and 
the outer d i t c h belong t o the Hadrianic b u i l d i n g period. 

Apart from t h i s problem, there i s the question of the 
date of the abandonment of the outer d i t c h and the construc­
t i o n of the roadway over i t . ^ The d i t c h was f i l l e d w i t h 
s o f t s o i l and mud which immediately suggested t h a t i t had 
gone out of use some time before the road was made over i t ; 
otherwise i t would presumably have been f i l l e d w i t h stones 
i f the road were being made at once. The p o t t e r y w i t h i n 
the d i t c h has a terminus post quem of the l a t e second century.^ 
Hence the d i t c h was probably closed up, and the roadway made 
during tne Severan reconstruction. Droop, however, says t h a t 
«the road surface produced** several pieces of f i g u r e d Samian, 
and on t h i s evidence suggests ^an early date i n the Antonine 
peri o d f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the road. w5 yet i n h i s 
^ I b i d . , 32. 
2 I b i d . , 30. 

3 Report 2, 79-81-
4 B i r l e y , note on Report 4, 34. 

5 Report 2, 80-81. 
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remarks on the p o t t e r y f i n d s ne includes these pieces among 
those having no s t r a t i f i c a t i o n . This i s an instance of 
the u n r e l i a b i l i t y of Droop is arguments and even his s t a t e ­
ments of f a c t throughout the reports. 

The suggestion t h a t tne road i s Antonine i n date must, 
then, be rej e c t e d , and the conjecture f i r s t made during the 
progress of the excavations^that tne d i t c h was i n disuse f o r 
some time before a road was made over i t , must be accepted 
as most probable. 

The road appears to have proceeded out of the nor t h 
gate, but turned east almost immediately, perhaps because 
the slope down to the r i v e r i s very steep. At the n o r t h ­
east angle of the f o r t , however, i t took a sharp bend 
southwards, through the vicus w a l l at t h a t p o i n t ; excavation 
at t h i s gateway revealed that tne road had an e a r l i e r and a 
l a t e r surface. Though nothing was found t o date e i t h e r w i t h 
c e r t a i n t y , two mortarium rims between the two i n d i c a t e d a 
date p o s s i b l y Constantian f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the l a t e r 
road. 2 

Droop considers i t "highly probable t h a t the w a l l and 
road are contemporary constructions," 3 but t h i s i s based on 
h i s erroneous b e l i e f t h a t the road north of the f o r t i s 
Antonine. The w a l l was continuous under the road at t h i s 

^ Report 4, 35-
2 Report 3, 236-237. 
3 Report 3, 234-7. 
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gateway, and t h i s suggests t h a t tne w a l l was b u i l t f i r s t . 
The discovery of a Samian base w i t h the ststmp of the 
Antonine p o t t e r Dagodubnus i n the core of the w a l l does not, 
however, necessarily mean that t h i s was tne case. The 
piece may be a s u r v i v a l and road and w a l l s t i l l be contem­
poraneous, thougn Severan and not Antonine. Camden's f i r s t 
i n s c r i p t i o n may r e f e r to tne actual b u i l d i n g of the w a l l , 
not merely tne a d d i t i o n of oaementiccltm to i t . BracohUim 
probably means the whole annexe, caementicUim the wall i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . 

Droop notes two outstanding f a c t s i n connection w i t h 
the w a l l - "confusion of s t r a t a by the w a l l and absence of 
po t t e r y of the f o u r t h century." The f i r s t seems to i n d i c a t e 
t h a t much of tne deposit was present previous t o the b u i l d i n g 
of tne w a l l , and probably accounts f o r the presence of f i r s t 
and second, as w e l l as t h i r d century p o t t e r y . The absence of 
f o u r t h century p o t t e r y i n connection w i t h the w a l l seems to 
place the l a t t e r some time i n tne t h i r d century at l a t e s t . 
I t also suggests, taken i n conjunction w i t h the evidence 
from the p o i n t wnere the road from the east gate passes 
through the Vicus w a l l , ^ t h a t the l a t t e r may have been 
destroyed i n the troubles towards tne end of the t h i r d century. 

The value of t n i s conclusion i s , however, rendered almost 

n e g l i g i b l e by another of Droop's s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , f o r i n 

^ Report 4, 24. 
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1931 stated t h a t "as i n 1929, a comparative absence of 
H u n t c l i f f ware was noticed."^ This implies that there was, 
a f t e r a l l , some l a t e f o u r t h century p o t t e r y associated w i t h 
the w a l l , and therefore i t may have existed, and the area 
have continued to be occupied, u n t i l the end of the f o u r t h 
century, though perhaps less i n t e n s i v e l y than during the 
t h i r d century. This conjecture receives some support from 
the presence of a b u i l d i n g of large stones i n tiae Vicus area, 
the l e v e l of whose foundations showed that i t was not b u i l t 
before tne top surface of the roadway from the east gate, 
but whose i n t e r i o r was not excavated. The f a c t t h a t i t 

was h a s t i l y and badly b u i l t i n i t s e l f favours the presiimption 
2 

of a l a t e date f o r i t s construction. The f a c t t h a t i t had 
collapsed leads Droop t o the casual mention of a d i t c h "cut 
dajigerously near t o the east w a l l , " which was evid e n t l y 
outside the normal scheme of the f o r t ' s defences, and i s 
one of several i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t a r a d i c a l re-arrangement 
of the lay-out of the f o r t may have taken place at some 
period.3 The area outside tne east gate resembles i n some 
respects tne f o r t s at Slack and Housesteads, where cobbled 
areas come up t o the w a l l of the f o r t , and there i s no d i t c h . 
A f o r t i f i e d annexe on the east side possibly necessitated 
the o b l i t e r a t i o n of that d i t c h at Bainbridge. 
1 ^ ~ 

I b i d . , 25. 
2 Report 4, 25. 
3 I b i d . 
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The annexe cannot be dated w i t h any approach t o accuracy. 
The bulk of the evidence favours i t s t h i r d century occupation, 
but tne type of the wall around the Vicus i s such as t o r a i s e 
doubt as to whether i t i s r e a l l y as early as Severus. A 
free-standing w a l l w i t h no bank or d i t c h i s more c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of the f o u r t h than of the t h i r d century. U n t i l f u r t h e r 
evidence i s forthcoming, however, the presumption of a t h i r d -
century date f o r the occupation of a f o r t i f i e d annexe cannot 
be seriously questioned. 

Of a l l the excavated areas of the f o r t , the r e s u l t s 
connected w i t h the east gate, at any r a t e as described i n 
the r e p o r t s , are the most u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . The axjcount 
given i n the o f f i c i a l reports i s misleading, and tnere are 
several d i f f i c u l t i e s which prevent t n e i r u n q u a l i f i e d acceptance. 

I n tne f i r s t place, i t seems evident from a consideration 
1 2 

of the reports of Collingwood and Droop*^ t h a t Collingwood 
mistook the cobble foundation of tne early clay-moss rampart 
f o r an e a r l i e r road-surface, and that there i s no r e a l 
evidence f o r tne existence of such a road. Mr. E r i c B i r l e y , 
who was personally engaged i n 1926 on tne excavations at the 
east gate, informs me that only one road surface was revealed, 
t h a t r e f e r r e d t o by Collingwood as the upper, or 'Road n . i 

The space of some 18 or 19 inches between i t and the former 
rampart foundation was f i l l e d w i t h a mass of rubbish and d§bris, 
^ Report 1, 268-270. 
2 Report 3, 237-242. 
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and almost on the f l a g s of the rampart foundation, c e r t a i n l y 
sealed, was the c o i n of Theodosius, which cannot be e a r l i e r 
than A.D.390. Hence t h i s roadway through the east gate 
belongs t o the l a s t decade of the f o u r t h century, and there 
can have been no roadway through the east gate previous to 
t h i s . This disposes of the d i f f i c u l t i e s of Droop and 
oollingwood i n explaining away the presence of t h i r d and 
f o u r t h century p o t t e r y and coins beneath what they imagined 
t o represent an e a r l i e r road surface, both i n s i d e and out­
side the gate, and renders unnecessary the i n v e n t i o n of 
Droop's h i g h l y o r i g i n a l 'worm-drift' theory. 

The c o i n of Theodosius i s not e n t i r e l y alone i n 
i n d i c a t i n g a very l a t e f o u r t h century r e c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
occupation, probably the f i r s t evidence of i t s k i n d of 
S t i l i c h o ' s a c t i v i t y i n the north of B r i t a i n . Five other 
coins discovered beneath the 'upper' surface by Droop are 
p o s t — O o n s t a n t i n i a n , and the coin of Valens (3^4"375 A.D.) 
i s valuable i n t h a t i t connects these more s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 
w i t h the coin of Theodosius and supports the evidence of 

2 

the l a t t e r . 
The coin evidence i s l a r g e l y confirmed by the p o t t e r y 

deposits.-^ TWO mortarium rims of the type of Wroxeter I , 
166 and 178, together w i t h two pieces of p i t t e d ware, 
^ I b i d . , 240. 

2 pedley, Bainbridge M8S. Coin Appendix (A ) . 

^ I b i d . , Appendix of l a t e p o t t e r y (D). 
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" c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the same period of p o l t r o s s Burn," provide 
^ terminus post quem equivalent to the end of the t h i r d 
period of p o l t r o s s Burn, i . e . , 3̂ 8 A.D.^ 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new east gate and Via P r a e t o r i a 
as l a t e as 390 A.D. may involve the assumption of a f o r t 
w i thout a p o r t a p r a e t o r i a during the main p a r t of i t s 
occupation. Although t h i s would be most unusual, there 
i s something approaching a p a r a l l e l at Ohesterholm, where 
no 'porta p r i n c i p a l i s dextra* existed. Thus the conclusion 
from the a v a i l a b l e evidence t h a t there was no "porta p r a e t o r i a 
need not be r e j e c t e d on t h a t account. The f a c t t h a t the 
road from the n o r t h gate i s known t o have proceeded east 
and t o have entered the Vicus area may be taken as a con­
f i r m a t i o n and explanation of t h i s assijmption. The reason 
may be t h a t , contrary to Collingwood^s view, the east was 
regarded as t a c t i c a l l y the weakest side of the Bainbridge f o r t . 

On the other hand, since i r r e g u l a r i t y i n c o n s t r u c t i o n 
seems an unavoidable complication, i t i s possible t h a t the 
e x i s t i n g o u t l i n e of the f o r t was not the o r i g i n a l one. The 
east rampart may have occupied a d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n and 
alignment, and the discovery of the d i t c h near the b u i l d i n g 
of large stones supports t h i s view,^ An east gateway may 
have e x i s t e d i f t h i s were the case, or again i i the breadth 

^ Report 3, 240-1. 
2 Report 1, 262. 

3 Report 4, 25-
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of the f o r t from n o r t h t o south were a l t e r e d at some per i o d , 
so t h a t the centre l i n e , along which ran the Via Pr a e t o r i a , 
would be a l t e r e d accordingly, 

pieces of evidence from other parts of the f o r t support 
t h i s conjecture. I t i s u n l i k e l y that a scheme of f r e s h 
plajining would be embarked upon as l a t e as S t i l i c h o , even 
though the roadway through the present East gate appears t o 
have been opened out then. But there are i n d i c a t i o n s of a 
Oonstantian reconstruction. Thus the p o t t e r y i n the outer 
d i t c h on the north-east seems to plctoe the roadway over i t 
to the early t h i r d century. Again, the presence of the 
statue of (proDably) Maximiajx Herculius i n the Headquarters 
B u i l d i n g suggests t h a t tne l a t t e r may be Constantiaux. I t 
i s possible, too, t h a t the road t o the south gate from the 
south-west may be i n alignment w i t h an e a r l i e r f o r t ^ a e may 
be the case at Gastlecary. As i t i s , the road nas t o enter 
the f o r t at a considerable angle. The discovery of f i r s t 
and second century p o t t e r y i n the ramparts, moreover, cannot 
always be accepted at i t s face value. The ramparts of the 
Oonstantian f o r t a t Chesterholra, f o r instance, have produced 
much second and some f i r s t century p o t t e r y ; the east section 
through the rampart there revealed a top l a y e r of Theodosian 
m a t e r i a l , below t h i s some second century p o t t e r y , and f i n a l l y 
the o r i g i n a l Gonstantian rampart. The m a t e r i a l f o r the 

^ Macdonald, RWS, 252. 
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middle l a y e r had e v i d e n t l y been orougnt from f l o o r - l e v e l s 
of tne e a r l i e r f o r t to b u i l d up the bank. 

Thus, while i t must be borne i n mind t h a t the whole 
question of a l a t e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s necessarily speculative, 
a replanning of the f o r t by Constantius Ghlorus i s at l e a s t 
not improbable, and forms a convenient explanation " f several 
ambiguities r e s u l t i n g from archaeological research. I f t h i s 
were the case, a f a i r l y d r a s t i c r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the ramparts 
and roadways would be i n e v i t a b l e ; but i t i s possible t h a t i t 
was found unnecessary to plan e n t i r e l y new headquarters and 
barrack b u i l d i n g s . Nevertheless, some re c o n s t r u c t i o n would 
almost c e r t a i n l y take place, and t h i s may be the reason f o r 
the m u l t i p l i c i t y of l e v e l s and confusion of b u i l d i n g periods 
evident i n the barrack area; a c i r c u l a r summarising the work 
i n 1931 wsis compelled to s t a t e t h a t "the p o r t i o n of the 
barracks opened out proved too much broken down to reveal 
the plan of the b u i l d i n g s at any period." 

Collingwood»B excavations i n the south-east quarter of 
the f o r t revealed "at l e a s t f i v e d i s t i n c t f l o o r levels,""^ 
Which may be summarised as (1) 1 f t . down, f o u r t h century; 
(2) 18 i n . to 2 f t , down, system of w a l l s connected w i t h a 
system of f l o o r s about 2 f t . 6 i n , below the surface, which 
f l o o r s were o v e r l a i n by t h i r d century m a t e r i a l - suggesting 
a Severan date f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n ; (3) at 3 f t . 6 i n . , another 

Report 1, 274-5-
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f l o o r system, whose "associated walls seemed i n some cases 
d i f f e r e n t l y planned from those belonging t o the f l o o r s 
above," covered w i t h Hadrianic-Antonine p o t t e r y and perhaps 
belonging t o a Hadrianio b u i l d i n g period; (4) 4 f t . t o 4 f t . 
b i n . down, undated flagged f l o o r s which undercut the above 
w a l l s ; and (5) tne e a r l i e s t , d i r l ^ f l o o r found at a depth 
of f i v e f e e t , and associated w i t h early sherds. O o l l i n g ­
wood »s warning must be noted, t h a t l e v e l s associated i n 
date v a r i e d considerably i n t h e i r depth below the surface, 
and hence t h i s means of comparing the d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s must 
be l a r g e l y disregarded. 

I n 1931> Droop d i s t i n g u i s h e d three d i s t i n c t b u i l d i n g 
periods i n the form of walls i n t h i s barrack area. Connected 
w i t h these were at l e a s t seven and probably e i g h t d i f f e r e n t 
f l o o r levels.-^ Most re l i a n c e f o r the c o r r e l a t i o n and d a t i n g 
of these l e v e l s must be placed upon the p o t t e r y evidence. 

The e a r l i e s t w a l l s (1 and 2) ran no r t h and south, and 
contemporary w i t h them was a f l o o r (a) of gravel. Droop, 
having r e j e c t e d without reason the evidence of a piece of 
Samian ware w i t h the stamp of Orestus (Claudius-Vespasian)^ 
on the v i r g i n c lay, and also t n a t of other p o t t e r y , concludes 
t h a t "the f i r s t g ravel f l o o r and the early w a l l s belong to 
the time when the revetment walls were b u i l t and the ' v i a 

pr e e t o r i a ' f i r s t paved, c i r c . 120 A.D." But the p o t t e r y 

1 Report 4, 16-22, 28-30. 
^ pedley, Bainbridge MSS. (Appendix of I n s c r i p t i o n s (B)), 
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associated w i t h t h i s gravel f l o o r , which may correspond to 
Collingwood's e a r l i e s t f l o o r , appears l a t e Flavian-Trajanic,*^ 
and thus t h i s f i r s t b u i l d i n g period may best be dated t o the 
end of the f i r s t century^ suad may correspond to the a d d i t i o n 
of the stone revetment to the rampart. 

The next b u i l d i n g period i s represented by the f i r s t 
stages of w a l l s ^ 3, 4 and 5. They lay above a f l o o r of 
small f l a g s , the p o t t e r y above which was Hadrianic only;2 

t h i s f l o o r seems best c o r r e l a t e d w i t h Oollingwood»s flagged 
f l o o r s 4 t o 4 f t . b i n . down^ which also underlay a system 
of w a l l s . This l e v e l may be p r o v i s i o n a l l y dated to the early 
years of Hadrian's reign. The t h i r d , cement, f l o o r , above 
which was t h i r d century pottery,-^ seems most l i k e l y t o be 
Severan, ajad t o be connected w i t h Oollingwood's second f l o o r 
system 2 f t , 6 i n . ^ and the associated w a l l s . Ceramic 
evidence also shows the f o u r t h f l o o r (d) to have been 
occupied between 300 and 368 A.D. Droop connects i t w i t h 
h i s second w a l l system, da t i n g i t t o the Severan reconstruction. 
But a close consideration of the d e t a i l s throws doubt upon 
h i s assumption t h a t the flagged f l o o r (d) i s i n f a c t contem­
porary w i t h the second w a l l system, and i t would assort much 
b e t t e r w i t h the a v a i l a b l e evidence were the view of Mr. 
Abraham and Miss Ki t s o n Clark accepted as c o r r e c t : "Above 

^ B i r l e y , note on Report 4, 28-30. 
2 I b i d . 
^ I b i d . 
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the e a r l i e s t f l o o r was a f l o o r of small f l a g s . immediately 
on t h i s lay two w a l l s running east and west; i n connection 
w i t n tnem was a cement f l o o r , above t n i s was a f l o o r of f l a g s 
and above th a t again was a f l o o r of clay wnich had been burnt 
i n a c o n f l a g r a t i o n . " ^ The cement f l o o r and tne second w a l l 
system could tnen be a t t r i b u t e d t o the Severan r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
and f l o o r (d) t o the Constantian b u i l d i n g period. 

The f i f t h f l o o r of clay bears traces of d e s t r u c t i o n by 
f i r e , and since p o t t e r y of 300-368 underlies i t , t h i s con­
f l a g r a t i o n must be placed c i r c . 368, i n d i c a t i n g a d i s a s t e r 
i n the R i o t s ' War rather than at the end of the second century^ 
to wnich Droop i n c l i n e s . 

The s i x t h f l o o r (e) was found " d e f i n i t e l y o v e r l y i n g the 
clay f l o o r , " and t h i s proves t h a t there are at l e a s t two 
f l o o r s ( w i t h tne f l o o r or f l o o r s ( f ) and ( g ) ) l a t e r than 368. 

These are probably connected w i t h tne r e b u i l d i n g of the east-
west w a l l and the b u i l d i n g of a new east-west and a new n o r t h -
south w a l l , t h a t i s , tne t n i r d of Droop's b u i l d i n g periods. 
This i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y represents a Theodosian r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
a f t e r the havoc wrought i n 368, or i t may even be the work of 
Stilicho^who appears to have been occupied at the east gate. 
But i t seems most l i k e l y t h a t we have here tne only p o s i t i v e 
evidence f o r the Theodosian b u i l d i n g p e r i o d at Bainbridge. 
The precise date of the a c t i v i t y i n tne e a r l y years of the 

^ C i r c u l a r summarising the work of 1931. 
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second century has not been established, whetner i t i s 
Domitian - Trajanic or Hadrianic, or both. Some recon­
s t r u c t i o n took place, almost c e r t a i n l y , under both Severus 
axid Gonstantius Ghlorus. 

Thus there i s every i n d i c a t i o n t n a t a l l tne four c h i e f 
Wall b u i l d i n g periods are represented - the l a s t three almost 
c e r t a i n l y ; and the east gate would appear to provide evidence, 
i n a d d i t i o n , of the a c t i v i t y of S t i l i c h o , 

I t i s possible t h a t a r a d i c a l replanning of the f o r t ' s 
l ay-out took place at Bainbridge, but t n i s has not been 
d e f i n i t e l y established. Against i t must be set O o l l i n g -
wood»s statement t n a t "when allowance has been made f o r the 
thickness of the rampart and tne breadth of the necessary 
road behind i t , tne praetentura, or area i n f r o n t of the 
c e n t r a l b u i l d i n g s , i s exactly twice as deep as the r e t e n t u r a 
or area i n t h e i r rear. This, i n s p i t e of the elongated 
shape, which can be explained by reference t o the nature 
of the ground, connects the Bainbridge f o r t w i t h tne e a r l i e s t 
type of Roman f o r t found i n B r i t a i n . " ^ This alone i s not 
s u f f i c i e n t t o dispose of the p o s s i b i l i t y of a d r a s t i c r e ­
co n s t r u c t i o n , however, and the only means of solving the 
problem, as w i t h several minor questions already i n d i c a t e d , 
appears to be by f u r t h e r excavation. This must, however, 
u n l i k e t h a t i n the past, have f o r i t s c h i e f aim the s o l u t i o n 
^ Report 1, 263. ~ 
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of problems presented by a c a r e f u l review of the evidence 
already a v a i l a b l e . I t i s probable t n a t the south gate i s 
the r e a l l y c r u c i a l point and tn a t a season's work there 
would throw valuable l i g h t on msmy of tne most perplexing 
fe a t u r e s of the s i t e . There i s also the need f o r f u r t h e r 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the area to the east of tne f o r t , w i t h a 
view to lea r n i n g more about the f o r t i f i e d annexe, a unique 
f e a t u r e i n a Pennine s t a t i o n . The »Principia, * too, 
might w i t h advantage be f u r t h e r explored. 
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( c ) The place of Bainbridge i n the Roman roaxi-system. 

I n view of i t s s t r a t e g i c a l p o s i t i o n and length of 
occupation, tne f o r t at Bainbridge must have been a v i t a l 
l i n k i n tne communications of the Northern pennines. The 
possible existence of several roads i n d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s 
from the s i t e has been mooted from time to time, but the only 
one marked w i t h assurance by the 0. S. map of Roman B r i t a i n i s 
th a t leading south-west, apparently aiming at Lancaster, though 
i t has only been traced as f a r as in g l e t o n . On leaving 
Bainbridge at the south gate, i t holds a m a g n i f i c e n t l y s t r a i g h t 
course f o r four miles up the Cam Hign Road. i t reaches a 
height of 2,000 f t . on the south-east side of Wether F e l l , 
and thence passes^ somewhat i r r e g x i l a r l y on account of the 
d i f f i c u l t nature of the t e r r a i n , over Gam F e l l to Ribblehead. 
Between Ribblenead and i n g l e t o n i t appears to be o v e r l a i d by 
the modern road. I t i s termed by Warburton "The Dev i l ' s 
Causeway," and marked as branching near Overborough from the 
main Ribchester - C a r l i s l e route. 

A f u r t h e r l i n k whose existence seems to be now 
s u f f i c i e n t l y established, though i t s precise course i s s t i l l 
a matter of controversy, i s tha t between Bainbridge and 
I l k l e y . The Ordnance Survey map does not mark t h i s road, 
although i t i n d i c a t e s one t e n t a t i v e l y l eaving the f o r t on 
^ ^ _ _ 

Lansdowne MSS., 1911. 
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the south and climbing the shoulder of Addleborough, 
presumably t h i s l i n e i s based on the l i n e taken due south 
of the f o r t by Dr. K i r k and Mrs, Oollingwood towards Oarpley 

1 
Green, and accepted by O'Neil. Miss Kitson Clark also 
adds the inform a t i o n that there i s a t r a d i t i o n concerning 
the discovery of a Roman pavement at Brough H i l l Farm,near 
t h i s l i n e and 200 yards south of Bainbridge^ when the da i r y 
was b u i l t there,^and t h a t a Roman »bottle» from the saune 

2 
place l i e s i n Home's p r i v a t e c o l l e c t i o n at Leyburn. 

On the other hand, there are d i f f i c u l t i e s about 
accepting t h i s l i n e . I n the f i r s t place, i t takes the 
road over the wet and boggy s t r e t c h of Hukermire; i t i s 
worth remarking t h a t the droughts of 1933"4-5 burnt up the 
nearby f i e l d s which are known t o have been in h a b i t e d i n the 
Roman period, but l e f t l i t t l e impression on Hukermire and 
the marsh south of Addleborough. As R a i s t r i c k has pointed 
out,3 the growth of peat and formation of marsh land coincides 
w i t h the advent of the sub-Atlantic climate about the close 
of the Bronze Age, and conditions i n the Roman perio d cannot 
have been very d i f f e r e n t from those of today. I n the second 
place, the p r i v a t e and unpublished researches of Mr. R. M. 
Chapman appear t o disprove the Roman character of t h i s 
^ Report 1, Appendix i i , 39. 
2 I b i d , , 41. 
^ YAJ, x x x i v , 145-7-
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supposed route, and even t o question i t s l e g i t i m a c y as a 
road at a l l . S i m i l a r ridges t o those which O'Neil considers 
to represent the road are a common phenomenon i n the dale; 
two w e l l - d e f i n e d ones run, f o r instance, along the contours 
of S c a r g i l l Park on the opposite side of the v a l l e y . T r i a l 
trenches by Chapman at f i v e p o i n t s on O'Neil's "road** merely 
revealed a s o l i d clay bank;"^ and i t i s worth considering 
whether t h i s p a r t i c u l a r ridge d i d not represent the pre-
Enclosure boundary between the common lands of Worton and 
Bainbridge. V i l l y ' s l i n e , the only reasonable a l t e r n a t i v e , 
i s presumed t o have followed a footpath branching west o f f 
the present road to Buckden and r e j o i n i n g the present road 
a f t e r crossing Bracken H i l l ; thence i t ran t o Bi r k Rigg 
near the foo t of Semerwater where V i l l y claims "the f i r s t 

2 
cleax i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . " His explanation of the double loop, 
of road i s very f e a s i b l e , the wider, easier l i n e being 
a t t r i b u t e d to the work of the Bainbridge Constable whose 
accounts f o r 1798 reveal t h a t he received a t r i f l e over £20 
f o r maJcing a road i n Cragdale. This l i n e also chooses a 
f i r m e r course than t h a t which leads due south from the f o r t . 
I t would be u n j u s t i f i a b l e t o p r e f e r the l a t t e r because of 
i t s s u p e r f i c i a l l y Roman c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of st r a i g h t n e s s , 
whereas V x l l y ' s route i s r e a l l y the sounder. 
^ P r i v a t e information. 
2 Bradford Ant. 
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Both w r i t e r s agree to accept the present covoii^g of 
Stake Moss as of Roman o r i g i n and take i t v i a Cow Close G i l l 
as f a r as Buckden. O'Keil notes t h a t t h i s was the road 
traversed by Lady Anne C l i f f o r d i n 1663,"^ which i n i t s e l f 
argues a Roman o r i g i n . O'Neil's suggestion (unbacked by 
reasons) t h a t the road, instead of t u r n i n g down the dale 
towards Starbottom, continued s t r a i g h t over the f e l l s i n t o 
L i t t o n d a l e , seems a l i t t l e p o i n t l e s s . R a i s t r i c k postulated 
a Roman road c o n s i s t e n t l y f o l l o w i n g the east bank of the 
Wharfe, but as t h i s deduction was somewhat h y p o t h e t i c a l , 
made w i t h the object of l i n k i n g up c e r t a i n Roman f i n d s and 
pieces of old road at various points along the dale, w i t h o u t 
any attempt to f o l l o w a p a r t i c u l a r l i n e c l o s e l y on the ground, 
the suggestion c a r r i e s l i t t l e weight. I n p o i n t of f a c t , 
V i l l y ^ has already demonstrated the f a l l a c y of such a 
ge n e r a l i s a t i o n . 

The key-stone of V i l l y ' s c a r e f u l l y b u i l t e d i f i c e of 
evidence f o r a Roman road down Wharfedale i s undoubtedly 
hie c l a i m t o have discovered an intermediate s t a t i o n near 
OoniSton^where he traces the road across the Wharfe, thence 
t o proceed v i a Barden Beck (where the ancient bridge founda­
t i o n s s t i l l e x i s t ) 3 presumably t o f a l l i n t o the Preston-
I l k l e y Roman road near Addingham. The s i t e i s on a s l i g h t 

op P i t , , p.40. 
2 loc> c i t . , 13-15. 
3 l o c . c i t , . Appendix I I , plan and photograph ( F i g . I I ) . 
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eminence on the east bank of the Wharf ê  and t r i a l d i gging 
established the existence of a V-ditch and clay rampart of 
Roman o u t l i n e . Although the minimum of excavation took 
place, there was nevertheless a lack of f i n d s which suggests 

i f Roman, occupation was not very permanent or intensive. 
Further excavation i s , however, essent i a l f o r the proof or 
disproof of such an important point. I n favour of Villy»s th a t 
c l a i m / i t i s "almost c e r t a i n l y Romfiui," i t should be noticed 
t h a t tae distance from Bainbridge to I l k l e y i s t h i r t y Roman 
miles as the crow f l i e s , and tha t the distance by road must 
a c t u a l l y have been about t h i r t y - f i v e Roman miles - a distance 
between neighbouring s t a t i o n s never approached i n any of the 
northern I t i n e r a of Antonine, and only occasionally equalled 
on southern routes. Moreover, the Antonine I t i n e r a r y gives 
main trunk roads only; t r a v e l l i n g mast have been more laborious 
on the secondary roads, few of which can have r i v a l l e d t h a t 
between Bainbridge and I l k l e y f o r d i f f i c u l t i e s of t e r r a i n . 
From these considerations, some kind of intermediate post 
must be postulated i f the communication between north and 
mid-Yorkshire be supposed to have had any m i l i t a r y or o f f i c i a l 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e value at a l l . V i l i y ' s l i n e , while s t i l l 
r e q u i r i n g more d e f i n i t e evidence at c e r t a i n points to secure 
complete acceptance, must hold the f i e l d i n the e x i s t i n g 
s t a t e of knowledge. The long period of occupation of both 
^ L e t t e r to the w r i t e r , 16.vi. '38. ~" 
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t e r m i n a l f o r t s does not necessarily imply t h a t the connecting 
road i s of l i k e l o n g e v i t y ; and from t h i s p o i n t of view also 
the d a t i n g of the earthwork at Coniston i s a matter of urgent 
i n t e r e s t . 

With the c o n s t r u c t i o n of roads over the d i f f i c u l t 
country t o the south and south-west so w e l l a t t e s t e d , i t i s 
hi g h l y u n l i k e l y t h a t the most na t u r a l approach t o Bainbridge 
up the dale from the east would f a i l t o carry a road connect­
ing the f o r t w i t h the great trunk route from York t o the Wall. 
There are several possible l i n e s f o r such a road t o the east, 
but a t t e n t i o n must be confined t o those of which some p o s i t i v e 
i n d i c a t i o n e x i s t s . 

The existence of t h i s road was f i r s t mooted early i n the 
eighteenth century i n a correspondence''- between Roger Gale 
£ind John Warburton, - the 'Somerset Herald. ' Gale speaks 
(Aug. 17, 1717) of 'tThornbrough, near N o s r e f i e l d Moor, and 
j u s t by the Via V i c i n a l i e t h a t l e d from Ethelburg [Addiebroughl 
over t h a t Moor i n t o Leeming-lane ( p a r t of the E r m i n - s t r e e t ) , 
and not f a r from Well, where any of the i n h a b i t a n t s can shew 
you a Roman tesselated pavement;" and adds th a t the Roman 
road here mentioned ran close by the oval earthworks at 
Thornbrough, "and f a l l s i n t o Leeming-lane not f a r from Wath, 
and I t h i n k another ancient way seems t o cross the road between 
Exelby and Oarthorp, towards the same l i n e . " 

1 Quoted i n f u l l from Gale's MSS. i n Hutchinson, *View of 
Northumberland,' i , 112-18. 
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I n his reply ( w r i t t e n at Bedale on 21 November of the 
same y e a r ) , Warburton claims t o "have traced the Roman way 
t h a t comes from Ethelburgh i n t o Leeming-lane, and f i n d t h a t 
i t passes through Thornton, Aysgarth, Bolton Park, Middleham, 
to Dlshaw-bridge, where i t crosses the Ore, and continues i t s 
course by Danby, Thornton Steward, Watlass Church, and over 
Watlass Moor, where there are several Tumuli of d i f f e r e n t 
sizes, t o the west side of Causick Park; thence i t goes by 
Thornbrough t o Middleton-Quernhow, and enters Leeming Lane 
about h a l f a mile south-east of the l a s t place." Warburton's 
r e p u t a t i o n has suffered considerably since then,"^ but there i s 
no doubt th a t he spent a considerable time i n north Yorkshire 
compiling the m a t e r i a l f o r h i s map. 

I n a d d i t i o n to t h i s south-easterly route, there i s some 
p o s s i b i l i t y of a d i r e c t road between Bainbridge and Oatterick. 
I n 1911, when the Ordnance Survey were making enquiries 
preparatory t o i s s u i n g a new e d i t i o n of t h e i r maps of the 
d i s t r i c t , considerable controversy arose amongst l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s on the question of the road east of Bainbridge, ^ 
Horne, the Lsyburn antiquary, who had a more f a j n i i i a r 
acquaintance w i t h the dale than anyone else, opened up the 
question (7 February). 

He took the road to leave Leeming Lane about K i r k l i n g t o n , 

^ AA£> ^> 40-3. (Maodonaid); 79-80 (Bosanquet). 

^ io&^67?VEflS§g^^^^^ ^"^^ ordnance Notebook; 
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proceeding t o Ulshaw Bridge v i a Well and Thornton Steward; 
he i n t e r p r e t e d the l arge earthwork tnere as a 'ford camp, » 
and gave i t s exact p o s i t i o n - "•'on tne n o r t h side of the 
present bridge behind Mr. scroops Chapel.^" Passing the 
remains of the v i l l a , i t went through the upper pa r t of 
Middleham and on t o Wensley. I n a ploughedmfield west of 
Middlehsun "/the farmer always f i n d s tne road when ploughing;^*' 
there was good evidence of the road as i t crossed the f i e l d . 
The Ure was, according to Horne, recrossed at Wensley Ford, 
where there were traces of a camp north-west of the bridge 
on land l a t e r used f o r b u r i a l . I n f r o n t of Bolton H a l l i t 
was cut tnrough i n making a d r a i n "some years ago'*; thence 
"through Lord's wood by Redmire Church past tne bottom of 
Redmire on where the present highway goes f o r some 400 yards 
and then up tne narrow lame s t r a i g h t forward i n t o Thoresby." 
Here, i t should be noted, was found a hoard of l,b00 Roman 
ooins-^ which may be some confirmation of t h i s l i n e . From 
t h i s p o i n t ne considered t h a t a branch road crossed the r i v e r 
at Slapestone wath and went up Bishopdale t o j o i n the road 
leading immediately south of Bainbridge at Kidstones Bank. 
The main road continued tnrough Thoresby, south of Carperiy, 
'•^through the Rabbit Warren on to Nappa M i l l j u s t on the north 
side j u s t south of Askrigg and forded the r i v e r t o the Roman 
S t a t i o n at Bainbridge. There appears to have been a f o r d 

^ See Appendix A, s.v. 
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camp at H a l l South of Askrigg Railway S t a t i o n . ' " On 12th 
June, Horne added f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n of a stone road found 
i n B a l l a r Field^ and two pony shoes nearby. "'^'It w i l l come 
i n the l i n e from lane (?) near Carperiy i n a very s t r a i g h t 
l i n e on f a i r l y even ground going through the Rabbit Warren, 
w i l l come out very near the place where the Roman things 

were found near Mead Hole i t bears out my own suspicion 
where tae road would go w i t h i n a few yards.'^" 

Sir Nathan Bodington (10 A p r i l ) confirmed Home's repo r t 
of a paved road "a l i t t l e below the surface i n a f i e l d between 
Middleham and the r i v e r , " and also i t s appearance i n f r o n t of 
Bolton H a l l . Mr. H. B. McCall, of K i r k l i n g t o n H a l l , Bedale, 
( l b Feb.) supported Home's opinion of the course of the road, 
though i n a very general way. Moreover, by h i s own admission 
he was not an a u t h o r i t y on the subject. I n c i d e n t a l l y , he 
mentions the existence of a paved causeway at Preston-under-
scaur. 

J, N. Dickons, however^ (8 June)^ was u n w i l l i n g to 
s a c r i f i c e Warburton's l i n e i n favour of t h a t of Horne, 
c h i e f l y on the ground that " l o c a l knowledge i n 1720 would 
be more r e l i a b l e than Mr. Home's or S i r Nathan Bodington's 
i n 1911." He also states, however, t n a t he personally 
could f i n d no trace of any Roman road on the n o r t h bank 
of the Ure. P e r c i v a l Ross, too, a contemporary a u t h o r i t y 
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on Yorkshire roads, i n a l e t t e r to Dickons (5 September) said: 
" I have always looked upon the road as going somewhere near 
the hypocaust at Middleham thence by Middleham Moor to Ays-
ga r t h S.W. of the l a t t e r i s Castle Dykes Cajnp thence by 
Riggs House, High G i l l , and Thornton Rust dropping down to 
Bainbridge from the higher ground at Worton or f u r t h e r West 
d i r e c t l y south of the Gamp at Bainbridge - I have not gone 
the f u l l length of route, but have i t from d i f f e r e n t points.** 

Captain Mozley, the Ordnance Survey o f f i c e r i n charge 
of the matter, c l e a r l y p r e f e r r e d Home's l i n e . I n a l e t t e r 
t o McCall (31 August) he stated that he had walked over the 
ground w i t h Horne, who had shown him c r e d i b l e pieces of road; 
and he also makes the shrewd observation t h a t Warburton, i n 
the Lansdowne MSS- gives no d e f i n i t e statement t h a t he has 
personally i n v e s t i g a t e d the ground between Middleton (Thajn) and 
Bainbridge, on which he shows the road on h i s map; and t h a t i t 
i s drawn s t r a i g h t on the map, whereas tnere are pronounced 
n a t u r a l obstacles which must have rendered t h i s impossible 
oh the actual surface. I t may also be observed t h a t 
Warburton's mention of Bolton Park as a p o i n t i n the route 
between Aysgarth and Middleham shows t h a t he i s using other 
people's i n f o r m a t i o n , and does not know the country at a l l 
w e l l ; he must be confusing the accounts of two separate 
roads. This p r a c t i c e of glossing over n i s own shortcomings 
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i s c e r t a i n l y t y p i c a l of Warburton's methods; f o r instance, 
H a v e r f i e l d , i n the same series of correspondence (12 DecemTaer) 
noted t h a t , though he records h i s journey t o Wensley and 
Bolton"* he says nothing of Roman remains hereabouts. 

On the subject of a road east of Bainbridge, Home wrote 
t h a t "from a road-maker's p o i n t of view the Northern slopes o f 
the r i v e r are f a r more s u i t a b l e . " The l a t t e r i s decidedly a 
matter of opinion; and to the w r i t e r the meandering course 
of Home's route , w i t h i t s double crossing o f the r i v e r w i t h i n 
the short space of 3-2 miles, and i t s hugging of low land, 
seems decidedly unnecessary and t h e r e f o r e un-Roman. This 
i s p a r t i c u l a r l y the case since the w r i t e r has been able w i t h 
the prod t o trace pieces of a road, t y p i c a l l y Roman i n l a y ­
out, crossing Bishopdale Valley near Edgley and then holding 
to a broad shoulder of P e n h i l l above West Witton as f a r as 
Spigot Lodge. Over Middleham Moor the course was l o s t -
though Home's piece west of Middleham i s probably p a r t of 
t h i s l i n e - but was r e t r i e v e d again j u s t west of the rec­
tangular earthwork at the crossing of the Ure near Ulshaw 
Bridge. The course then seems to f o l l o w t h a t g enerally 
agreed upon as f a r as Leeming Lane; but i t s proof by 
excavation i s s t i l l d esirable. 

The p r o b a b i l i t y of t h i s route being Roman does not mean 
t h a t Home's observations are a l l t o be disregarded. I t i s 
undeniable t h a t the crossing of the r i v e r at Nappa i s the most 

^ Quoted i n YAJ.. xv, 65 
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convenient f o r a road descending nortnwards from the f o r t ; 
moreover i t may not be mere chance th a t tne second Bainbridge 
i n s c r i p t i o n was f i r s t recovered from Nappa Hall,"^ and t h a t a 
consideraDle hoard was found at Tnoresby. I t may w e l l be 
that we have here the s t a r t i n g point on the north side of 
the r i v e r of one or both of the roads i n t o Swaledale and to 
C a t t e r i c k which have been postulated from time to time. 

AS f a r as the l a t t e r route i s concerned, V i l l y has noted 
the existence of a deserted grass-grown road south of Bolton 

p 
Castle, mentioned by Pearson as p o i n t i n g towards C a t t e r i c k , 
and l o c a l l y reputed to be Roman, Moreover, from Bolton Park 
comes the second Wensleydale c o i n hoard. From Thoresby the 
road may w e l l have passed v i a Castle Bolton and climoed to 
higher ground v i a Scarth Nick - the only r e a l l y s u i t a b l e 
pass f o r miles - and^ i n c i d e n t a l l y , n a t ive Roman settlements 
are to be noticed on each side of tne road at t h i s p o i n t . 
The unusual shape of the v i l l a g e of Redmire - across the 
v a l l e y , instead of from west to east - may i n d i c a t e t h a t i t 
grew up by tne side of sin ancient road which crossed the 
r i v e r a t the f o r d below the v i l l a g e and ran north t o Scarth 
Nick. From the top of scarth Nick u n t i l Halfpenny House 
comes i n s i g h t , the modern road takes a s t r a i g h t l i n e from 
ridge t o ri d g e , conforming to Roman p r i n c i p l e s of la y - o u t by 
s i g h t i n g from the highest p o i n t s along the route, as d i s t i n c t 
^ Gough's Camden, loc. o i t . 
2 Roman Yorkshire. II5.' 
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from the f a i r l y s t r a i g h t but winding medieval pack-horse 
tracks. Above a l l , there are obvious traces of the 
existence of a much wider road tnan the present one i n 
t h i s sector, and the ditches are s t i l l to Oe seen. Where 
the modern road turns o f f downhill t o Halfpenny House, the 
Roman l i n e would keep s t r a i g h t on over Barden Moor (where 
an old b r i d l e road continues the l i n e exactly) descending 
gently t o the f o r t of Oaturactoniiim at Thornborough. Near 
the l i n e of the road a f t e r l e a v i n g Scarth Nick, s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
enough, i s the hamlet of s t a i n t o n , and s t a i n t o n Lane converges 
on the l i n e described. U n t i l c e r t a i n p o i n t s on tne route 
have been proved by trenching, however, the l i n e i s too 
nebulous to be accepted, 

EQually uncertain i s the course of the supposed road 
northwards from Bainbridge i n t o swaledale f o r which there 
i s a strong l o c a l t r a d i t i o n . The general b e l i e f i s t h a t 
i t ran over Askrigg Moor down i n t o Swaledale v i a Summer 
Lodge and Crackpot, thence across the v a l l e y to Feethajn, 
and up over the moors to Arkengarthdale, wnere i t took the 
l i n e of the modern Stang road on towards Barnard Castle. 
Near t h i s p o i n t , at s t a r t f o r t n , i t presumably join e d the 
roaxl from Bowes t o Binchester whose existence nas only r e c e n t l y 
been established."^ Warourton must have known of t h i s 
^ AA4: This confirms Roger Gale's conjecture as to the 

OTTimate d e s t i n a t i o n of tne road north from Bainbridee 
( l e t t e r to Warburton, quoted i n Hutchinson, OD c i t 
i , l i b ) . ' * 
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t r a d i t i o n e a r l y i n the eighteenth century, f o r i n h i s York­
sh i r e map he shows i t i n broken l i n e s as f a r as Feetham, thence 
by hard l i n e s over Hope Moor, crossing the Stainmore road and 
so on t o Barnard Castle (Lansdowne MSS, 1911)- Warburton's 
language i s in c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the map, f o r i n a l e t t e r to 
Roger Sale (21 Nov. 1717) he implies t h a t he actugtlly traced 
i t i n swaledale, but not beyond. He r e f e r s t o t h i s road as 
"a new discovered m i l i t a r y way, of the same dimensions axid 
work w i t h t h a t on which Glanoventa stands and Galana, and 
which runs from Ethelburgh f u l l n o r t h over a moor c a l l e d 
Windgate, and at a small v i l l a g e c a l l e d Crackpot crosses 
the r i v e r Swale and soon a f t e r enters another named Feetham, 

where I must leave i t at present At my p a r t i n g w i t h i t , 
i t seemed t o p o i n t at Barnard Castle and, i f so, probably 
S t r a t f o r d , near t h a t place, was where i t crossed the Tees, 
both on account of i t s name and being i n a d i r e c t l i n e to 
Old Town, i n Alondale, where I have chosen t o place Alone. 

I n support of the f i r s t h a l f of t h i s route, there i s the 
l i k e l i h o o d of the Ure crossing near Nappa H a l l , whence a road 
could e a s i l y climb the shoulder of the scar (perhaps some­
where about the present old lane tnrough Newbiggin) on 
t o Askrigg Common, Moreover, i n view of the f a c t t h a t 
the road i s supposed to have l e d down i n t o Swaledale 
by Summer Lodge and Crackpot, i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
t o note the s i g n i f i c a n t r e p o r t t h a t a p i g of lead was 
1 Hutchinson, loc. c i t . 



239. 

discovered about the middle of l a s t century by the workmen 
of Mr, Garth of Crackpot by the side of the lane leading 
between Summer Lodge and Crackpot. Mr. E. Fawcett, of 
Muker, informs me tha t i t was i n s c r i b e d , but u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
the object was melted down before any record could be made 
of i t , and met a u t i l i t a r i a n end. From Feethajai the road 
climbs on t o the moor i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , Deing bajiked w i t h 
stones on the lower side t o form a narrow t e r r a c e (c£. V i l l y ' s 
photograph of the Bainbridge - I l k l e y Roman road at Rakes Wood, 
Buckden);^ and t h i s l i n e i s an exact c o n t i n u a t i o n of the 
lane which can be seen from here, descending Crackpot Ghyll. 
The p o s s i b i l i t y of a Roman o r i g i n f o r the "Auld Gang" mines 
i s both i t s e l f strengthened by t h i s evidence, and i n t u r n 
a f f o r d s some support f o r the Roman o r i g i n of t h i s route. 

As f a r as the Stang road between Arkengarthdale and 
Barnard Castle i s concerned, however, Mr. Gordon Manley 
has expressed t o the w r i t e r h i s c o n v i c t i o n t h a t i t i s i n 
o r i g i n a medieval pack-horse t r a c k , made when the town of 
Barnard Castle was an important centre of the wool trade i n 
the n o r t h during the l a t e r Middle Ages. There i s c e r t a i n l y 
no sector which can be pointed t o w i t h confidence as t y p i c a l l y 
Roman i n lay-out. 

The distance between Bainbridge and Bowes or Greta 
Bridge could e a s i l y be covered i n a day^s march. This 

Bradford Ant. , n. s. , Pt.28, v i , (1936), Fig. 1. 
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may account f o r the f a c t t h a t no Roman s t a t i o n appears to 
have ex i s t e d i n Swaledale, A f a m i l i a r acquaintance w i t h 
the dale reveals only one possible s i t e - at Grinton, 
opposite the n a t u r a l gap towards the north represented 
by the mouth of the Arkle, a t r i b u t s i r y of the Swale. 
On the south bank of the r i v e r at Grinton stand two g l a c i a l 
mounds i n a strong defensive p o s i t i o n , w i t h earthwork 
defences, and marked on the 0«S. 6 i n . Map of Grinton, 1857, 

Sheet 37, as "Roman't. Excavation, however, revealed only 
evidence of medieval occupation and the form of the e a r t h ­
work defences was c e r t a i n l y not Romaa.-*-

Maiden Oastle, the Harkerside earthwork, i s also un-Roman 
i n every e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e of c o n s t r u c t i o n and p o s i t i o n , and 
seems much more l i k e l y t o have been connectea w i t h the 
impressive series of l i n e a r intrenchments which sweeps from 
the eastern brow of Marker H i l l down across the dale and 
climbs pso't of the way up Fremington Edge on the opposite 
side - obviously a defence against the east, c u t t i n g o f f 

the approach t o both swaledale and Arkengarthdale at the 
2 

s h o r t e s t and most e a s i l y defensible p o i n t . Below the 
Maiden Oastle enclosure i s a f o r d at Scabba f a t h , where 
popular imagination makes the "Roman" road from Maiden 
Oastle cross the swale.3 200 yards west of t h i s f o r d ^ Appendix B, s.v. 
2 Appendix A, s.v. 
3 e.g. p o n t e f r a c t , Swaledale, 131. 
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i s tiie a r t i f i c i a l out un-Roman earthwork of How H i l l , on the 
south bank of the Swale - at such close p r o x i m i t y t h a t the 
r i v e r has washed away pa r t of t h i s mound, ̂  

The most p o s i t i v e evidence of any ancient road i n t h i s 
neighbourhood i s furnished by am old l o c a l map, rescued from 
the dusty store-house of the l o r d of the manor, which msirks 
a Roman "causey** (causeway) a l i t t l e way t o the south-east 
of Maiden Castle. ̂  

The Swaledale moors have been extensively worked f o r 
lead, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the nineteenth century and, at any 
r a t e at Hurst, i n the Roman period. The reputed f i n d of 
a lead p i g at Crackpot, therefore, bears the stamp of 
p r o b a b i l i t y , and suggests that the metal was c a r r i e d south 
to Bainbridge by t h i s road. On the other hand, i t s u l t i m a t e 
d e s t i n a t i o n was almost c e r t a i n l y Brough-on-Humber v i a York, 
so t h a t the n a t u r a l and most e f f i c i e n t l i n e of t r a n s p o r t 
would seem to be to C a t t e r i c k and so down the easy and r a p i d 
t r a f f i c route of Leeming Lane.-^ The i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y of 
the d i s t r i c t makes tne existence of more l i n e s of communica­
t i o n w i t h the nearest main roads than would be required by 
purely m i l i t a r y considerations a d i s t i n c t p r o b a b i l i t y ; but 
i t may be d i f f i c u l t t o i d e n t i f y those i n use i n the Roman 
period. For such minor roads there i s no doubt t h a t the 

Appendix B. s. v, 
^ Map^o:^ the Parish of Grinton (Anthony and J. A. Olarkson), 
3 . ' 



242. 

Romans occasionally made use of e x i s t i n g n a t i v e tracks, 
improving the surface here and there without a l t e r i n g the 
course of the road.^ 

F i n a l l y , the p o s s i b i l i t y of a road having gone westward 
up the dale from Bainbridge must be considered. The useless-
ness of the west gateway as a normal means of approach 
scarcely a f f e c t s t h i s question, as such a road would n a t u r a l l y 
branch from that which leaves the south gate at an angle 
bearing south-west. The w r i t e r , together w i t h Mr. R. .M. 
Chapmaji, has followed a l i n e wnich f i r s t appears as a ridge 
i n the f i e l d behind Bainbridge workhouse. Sections dug by 
Mr. Chapman i n 1933 revealed a cambered road below the grass 
r i d g e about 12 f e e t wide. A f o o t p a t h f o l l o w s the ridge as 
f a r as a f i e l d w i t h the s i g n i f i c a n t name of "Borwins. *» The 
road disappears near Goodman Syke, where the ground i s marshy, 
but i s picked up a^ain about 200 yards beyond, on the n o r t h 
side of the Hawes road where the ridge can be detected 
climbing a s l i g h t h i l l between the road and the r i v e r . 
At one poi n t where i t crosses a t r i b u t a r y strea^n on the 
no r t h side of the Ure, repeated floods have caused a 
displacement of the l i n e ; and f u r t h e r on, i t can be seen 
climbing i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e to a gap i n the h i l l s and 
heading f o r the east side of the Mallerstang gorge. 

Although t h i s road, where sectioned, does not approach 
^ of. Oodrington, op. c i t . , 310. 
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the best type of Roman road i n s t r u c t u r a l form, i t can 
never, owing- t o the d i f f i c u l t country i t had t o traverse, 
have been a p r i n c i p a l route. Some connection between the 
s t a t i o n s of Brough-under-Stainmore and Bainbridge, however, 
was d e s i r a b l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n view of the probable character 
of each as a centre f o r l o c a l m i l i t a r y (and perhaps other) 
administration.-^ There i s no evidence f o r the use of t h i s 
road e i t h e r i n the Middle Ages or more r e c e n t l y ; and i t 
can only be explained by supposing t n a t i t aimed at reaching 
the f o r t at Brough v i a the Mallerstang Pass. 

The course of a medieval road to Dent, west-south-west 
of Bainbridge, i s also known t o the w r i t e r ; and i n view of 
V x l l y ' s p o s t u i a t i o n of a Roman f o r t near the former v i l l a g e , 
i t i s q u i t e probable t h a t t h i s f ollows a Roman l i n e . 

A s c r u t i n y of the map reveals the f a c t t h a t the Pennine 
occupation was based on the two trunk routes running i n a 
north-south d i r e c t i o n along the western and eastern f o o t h i l l s 
of the watershea. The area between them was di v i d e d i n t o 
three main groups - although the d i v i s i o n may not have been 
the r e s u l t of a conscious p o l i c y but rather a n a t u r a l develop­
ment of several years of p r a c t i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . i n each 
of these areas one s t a t i o n stands out from the r e s t - whether 
i n s i z e , c o n t i n u i t y of occupation, or s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n , 

c f . Richmond C l i , J^xvi 104-25, on t h i s aspect of the 
f u n c t i o n of t h e ^ o r t at Brough. The Mallerstang hoard 
(0W2, x x v i i , 205-17) may garry some s i g n i f i c a n c e i n connip­
t i o n w i t h the problem oT the a c t u a l cotlrse of the road? 
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e i t h e r m i l i t a r y or f o r purposes of communications - as the 
dominating f a c t o r i n the Roman occupation of th a t d i s t r i c t . 

The most n o r t h e r l y area i s dominated by the f o r t at 
Whitley Castle above the south Tyne, which, was connected 
w i t h Kirkby There on the one side and Oarvoran, the Wall 
f o r t , on the other. There i s also some i n d i c a t i o n of a 
l i n k w i t h Corbridge t o the north-east v i a Old Town i n 
Allendale.^ This region i s a more d i s t i n c t e n t i t y than 
the other two, as i t i s cut o f f from the south by the 
Stainmore gap. 

The communications of south Yorkshire undoubtedly 
centred on I l k l e y ; through t h i s p o i n t passed also most of 
the trans-Pennine routes between those posts on the two great 
trunk roads which were at a l l w i t h i n reasonable reach. 

The f o r t at Bainbridge commanded the dales of Ure and 
swale, and possiDly some p a r t of tne f e l l s between Swaledale 
and Teesdale, and i t s garrison probably also co-operated 
w i t h t h a t of I l k l e y i n tne supervision of the upper reaches 
of the Ribble, Wharfe and Nidd. Of the three s t a t i o n s 
mentioned, Bainbridge i s the outstanding example of t h i s 
system of region a l c o n t r o l . i n a populous d i s t r i c t of 
ear l y i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y , and l a t e r p o l i t i c a l p e r i l , there 
i s no known supporting post f o r miles around. Further 
research w i l l probably e s t a b l i s h the present t e n t a t i v e 

Excavations by the w r i t e r of road and bridge-head at AT 
i n May, 193^; p u b l i c a t i o n fortncoming. klston 
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presumption t h a t i t was supported by roads leading i n a l l 
d i r e c t i o n s , and the most important of these would appear to 
have been those which f o l l o w f a i r l y c l o s e l y the n a t u r a l east 
west l i n e s of communication d i c t a t e d by the physiography of 
the country. Warburton^ was anxious to prove the existence 
of a n o r t h - south route f o l l o w i n g the Pennine watershed from 
Portgage on the Wall v i a Old Town and Barnard Castle t o 
Bainbridge; but although t h i s l i n e could have been extended 
t o I l k l e y and beyond, the northern p a r t i s , so f a r as we can 
judge from our present evidence, purely imaginary. Physio-
graphical features m i l i t a t e d against the development of any 
importsuit north - south t r a f f i c route over the f e l l s ; and 
although f o r t s immediately t o tne north or south might o f t e n 
be c l o s e r i n actual distance, i n actual f a c t the easiest and 
closest connection would be maintatined w i t h tnose p a r a l l e l 
s t a t i o n s on tne main roads to the east and west. 

1 L e t t e r to Gale, l o c . c i t . 
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V I . ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 

( 1) I n t r o d u c t o r y . 

THE d i s t r i b u t i o n map i s an e s s e n t i a l c o r o l l a r y t o any 
balanced study of tne economic development of such an 
extensive area as t h a t wnich we have termed Brigantian. 
An examination of the map (Plate I ) reveals c e r t a i n p o i n t s 
of outstanding i n t e r e s t . 

F i r s t comes an overwnelming c o n f i r m a t i o n of the 
concentration of Br i g a n t i a n t r i b a l l i f e throughout the 
Roman period i n the West Yorkshire pennines, which has 
already been postulated f o r the period immediately pre­
ceding the beginning of the Roman occupation.-^ The slopes 
of the Aire and Calder v a l l e y s , as w e l l as tnose of the 
Yorkshire dales f a r t h e r to tne nortn, have produced ample 
evidence of h a b i t a t i o n . 

There i s , however, a s t r i k i n g contrast between the 
type of remains i n South as opposed to North Yorkshire. 
I n the more n o r t h e r l y dales, p a r t i c u l a r l y the basins of the 
Ure, Nidd, Wharfe, Ribole, and upper reaches of the A i r e , 
n a t i v e v i l l a g e s and hutments w i t h t h e i r associated f i e l d s 
occur fr e q u e n t l y . I n the lower v a l l e y of the Aire, and 
the d i s t r i c t of tne Calaer and the Don, t n i s type of 

p. 129. 
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discovery i s as yet e n t i r e l y absent. No doubt t h i s 
discrepancy i s t o some extent a r t i f i c i a l , i n that serious 

f i e l d - w o r k on the native settlements of B r i g a n t i a has 
h i t h e r t o been confined to the former area. A more important 
f a c t o r i s tne f a c t t h a t the North Yorkshire dales are l a r g e l y 
composed of limestone s t r a t a which g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e drainage 
and were tnerefore p a r t i c u l a r l y favourable t o the p r i m i t i v e 
form of aigriculture then obtaining. But even so one would 
expect t h a t i n the predominantly m i l l s t o n e g r i t areas, 
e s p e c i a l l y wnere tnere i s an occasional outcrop of limestone, 
odd settlements s i m i l a r t o those small examples noticed i n 
Swaledale and Weardale, f o r example, would occur, i f only at 
rare i n t e r v a l s . The lack of purposeful research over the 
whole of the area explains a great deal; i n the case of 
Weardale, f o r example, the case f o r any permanent occupation 
has been very r e c e n t l y rejected by S t e e r , b u t now t h a t a 
n a t i v e settlement of t y p i c a l Romano-British form has been 
i d e n t i f i e d near Stanhope, the odd f i n d s i n that region 
acquire a much greater s i g n i f i c a n c e tnan he would allow. 
One i s also disposed to give greater credence to the 
evidence i n favour of Roman lead mining i n Weardale, w h i l e 
yet r e f r a i n i n g from accepting the case as proven pending 
the appearance of confirmatory information. 

Yet tne e s s e n t i a l barrenness of the Durham dales i s 
^ R.D. , 332-
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not c a l l e d i n t o question; rather does the i s o l a t i o n of 
t h i s settlement near Stanhope serve t o emphasize the general 
t r u t h of Steer » B judgment. Almost a l l the f i n d s from 
Durnam County are connected w i t h the m i l i t a r y occupation, 
or represent casual losses i n t r a v e l along the main trunk 
roads. The coastal occupation seems most important, but 
i s t o be accounted f o r by sea t r a f f i c r a t h e r than i n t e r n a l 
trade w i t h the main centres of B r i g a n t i a . I n c i d e n t a l l y , 
the spacing of f i n d s of permanent occupation along the 
Durham coast renders i t d i f f i c u l t to believe that t h i s 
coast between the Yorkshire s i g n a l - s t a t i o n s and the Wall 
nad not i t s posts of s i m i l a r cnaracter t o the former, thus 
completing tne defensive l i n e of tne north-east coast. 
Durham County, though f o r m a l l y p a r t of the B r i g a n t i a n c i v i t a s , 
can never have accommodated any considerable p o r t i o n of t h a t 
people. Lancashire, too, thougn more populous than Durham, 
represents tne outer regions ratner tnan an important centre 
of t r i b a l t e r r i t o r y . South Yorkshire i s v a s t l y d i f f e r e n t . 
I n tne place of settlement s i t e s are recorded f i n d s of 
p o t t e r y , b u i l d i n g s , b u r i a l s , and, above a l l , coin hoards. 
I t i s r a r e l y possible t o reconstruct the type of occupation 
represented by these f i n d s . 

The general cause of t h i s state of a f f a i r s must l i e w i t h 
the modern int e n s i v e i n d u s t r i a l development of the South 
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Yorkshire v a l l e y s , as opposed t o tne continued p a s t o r a l 
c o n d i t i o n of the more n o r t h e r l y dales. One has only t o 
view the h i l l s i d e s of Huddersfield and neighbouring 
d i s t r i c t s , w i t h t h e i r intermediate terraces covered w i t n 
the dwellings of f a c t o r y employees, to r e a l i s e t h a t the 
most s u i t a b l e s i t e s f o r B r i g a n t i a n occupation have found 
new i n h a b i t a n t s , and th a t a l l trace of any C e l t i c v i l l a g e s 
wnich may have existe d must fr e q u e n t l y be completely destroyed. 
The same d i f f i c u l t y i s experienced i n searching f o r recorded 
earthworks; i t i s a rare experience to f i n d one's quarry i n 
such a p e r f e c t s t a t e of preservation as i s common i n the 
nortnern dales, and neither wholly nor p a r t l y destroyed by 

modern i n d u s t r i a l development. Moreover, i t i s of t e n from 
p r e c i s e l y such s i t u a t i o n s t h a t casual f i n d s are reported. 
I n order to form a general estimate of the true d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of tne Briga n t i a n population, then, i t would be unwise to pay 
too s t r i c t a regard t o tne d i f f e r e n t cnaracter of the symbols 
displayed on the map, since i n large p a r t t h i s merely r e f l e c t s 
the suDsequent form of e x p l o i t a t i o n which each p a r t i c u l a r area 
has undergone. 

The richness of Briga n t i a n t e r r i t o r y i n coin hoards i s 
a p o i n t which deserves special mention. From the area i n 
general a low y i e l d i s t o be expected i n comparison w i t h the 
niifflber of o r i g i n a l deposits; c u l t i v a t i o n by the plough has 
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a f f e c t e d only a very aaaail f r a c t i o n of the t o t a l area, and 
even t n i s can r a r e l y have a f f e c t e d B r i g a n t i a n settlement 
s i t e s on t h e i r h i l l s i d e terraces. i n d u s t r i a l development 
has r e s u l t e d i n an increased p r o p o r t i o n of f i n d s i n c e r t a i n 
areas, but i n general the archaeologist of the northern 
Pennines lacks the extraneous aids provided f o r his southern 
colleagues by i n t e n s i v e a g r i c u l t u r a l e x p l o i t a t i o n . I t i s 
cle a r , despite these hanaicaps, that the numoer of people 
nandling coins must have been great; Tacitus* testimony on 
the populous nature of the tribe-^ i s f u l l y confirmed. I t 
should be noted t h a t i n order t o avoid overcrowding of 
symbols, hoards and otner odd f i n d s are not shown separately 
on the map where there i s evidence f o r permanent occupation 
on t h a t s i t e . 

p. 55. 
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( i i ) Isurium Brisantum. 

A comprehensive survey of the Roman c a p i t a l of B r i g a n t i a 
would, f o r our immediate purpose, be both unwieldy and 
unnecessary.^ I t w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t t o i n d i c a t e some of 
the p o i n t s of general importance which emerge from a con­
s i d e r a t i o n of the evidence f o r t h i s s i t e i n tae l i g h t of 
general B r i g a j i t i a n h i s t o r y . 

The name Isurium i s most s a t i s f a c t o r i l y derived from 
the r i v e r Ure,^ being the L a t i n i z e d form of the B r i t i s h r i v e r 
name. I t does not f o l l o w , of course, that t h i s implies the 
existence of a pre-Roman c i t y or settlement on the s i t e . 
I n f a c t , recent excavations have p r a c t i c a l l y disproved such 
a p o s s i b i l i t y , and we must look elsewhere f o r the n a t i v e 
c a p i t a l of B r i g a n t i a . ̂  Occupational evidence favours a 
Flavian o r i g i n f o r the town, but though the conquest of the 
Brigantes was undoubtedly c a r r i e d out by C e r i a l i s , i t may 
w e l l be t h a t the inauguration of a new cantonal c a p i t a l 
amongst other d e t a i l s of c i v i l organisation, was l e f t t o 
Agricola, 

The p o s i t i o n which was chosen f o r the new c a p i t a l i s 
of i n t e r e s t . Commanding the crossing of an important r i v e r 
^ The c h i e f sources of an t i q u a r i a n h i s t o r y f o r t h i s town are ' 

exte n s i v e l y quoted by Mr. M. H. Callender i n an unpublished 
t h e s i s deposited i n the Archaeological Seminar L i b r a r y at 
Durham. 

2 Ekwall, English River Names, e. v. 
3 p.141-5. 
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and s i t u a t e d on the York moraine - the more important of the 
two main trade routes between east and west Yorkshire - i t 
has o f t e n been suggested t h a t i t had at f i r s t a m i l i t a r y 
character. This theory, while quite f e a s i b l e , has received 
no archaeological confirmation, and the favourable p o s i t i o n 
w i t h regard to both r i v e r and land communications i s 
s u f f i c i e n t t o account f o r the choice of t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
s i t e f o r a purely c i v i l settlement. Pearson reminds us"^ 
t h a t before the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the f i r s t lock at Naburn 
i n the eighteenth century, the Case was t i d a l as f a r as 
York, and would be e a s i l y navigable f o r l i g h t Roman g a l l e y s 
as fax as the j u n c t i o n of the Ure and the Swale near Aid-
borough. Quite apart from i t s s u i t a b i l i t y from a commercial 
and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e viewpoint, i t was probably thought desirable 
to have the headquarters of such a powerful t r i b e under the 
close supervision of the m i l i t a r y centre f o r the area. 

Scarcely has the c o n t r o v e r s i a l subject of the early 
character of Isuriitm been resolved thaA the maintenance of 
i t s s t atus as a cantonal c a p i t a l comes i n t o question. i t s 
importance has been stimulated by Collingwood*s ingenious 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of pausanias, which, as has been seen, cannot 
reasonably be accepted. His suggestion t h a t the colony at 
York may have been founded under plus immediately r a i s e d the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of t r i b a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n being taken over by York 
^ R. Yorkshire, 41. 
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since the land of which the Brigantes were ( h y p o t h e t i c a l l y ) 
deprived possibly included Aldborough. The town lay sixteen 
miles from York, but tha t such an extent of t e r r i t o r y under 
c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was not exceptional i s shown by the 
f a c t t h a t the area belonging to the colony a t Lincoln 
extended to the west f o r fourteen miles as f a r as L i t t l e -
borough (Segelocum).^ 

I n a b r i l l i a n t a r t i c l e on Gildas and the p i v i t a t e s of 
B r i t a i n , 2 Stevens has pointed out that Roman practice i n 
t h i s respect was not stereotyped, but adapted i t s e l f t o 
i n d i v i d u a l circumstances. The evidence of Ravennas and 
l o c a l milestones,3 f o r example, shows that a f t e r L incoln 
(Lindum) had become a colony, Leicester (Ratae) remained 

4 

the t r i b a l c a p i t a l ; and s i m i l a r l y w i t h Gloucester (Glevum) 
and Cirencester CCorini\im Dobunorum). Though the Antonine 
road-book probably made use of e a r l i e r sources, there i e no 
reason t o doubt t h a t the use of the neime Isubrigantum i n d i c a t e s 
the leas of i t s status as cantonal c a p i t a l at le a s t u n t i l 
the r e i g n of Oommodus; i t must be remembered that the 
existence of the colony at York i s not a t t e s t e d u n t i l A.D.237. 

I t i s true t h a t isurium does not appear i n the Ravenna l i s t . 
^ H a v e r f i e l d , Romanization, 58, n. 1. 

^ ESR, l i i , 193-203. 
3 On the same grounds as discussed above, p. 120. 
4 Ravennas, 429, (Rate Corion). 
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On the other hand, the remains i n d i c a t e the vigour and 
l o n g e v i t y of i t s urban character. Moreover, the growing 
tendency i n Roman a d m i n i s t r a t i o n favoured the more complete 
d i s s o c i a t i o n of c i v i l from m i l i t a r y f u n c t i o n s . There was 
no need t o complicate the predominantly m i l i t a r y character 
of o f f i c i a l business at York. This i s emphasized by the 
completely Romanized and pro-Roman character of isurium. 
I t s a t t i t u d e must always have been a severe handicap t o the 
r e b e l l i o u s ambitions of more d i s t a n t tribesmen; t o have 
deprived the c i t i z e n s of Aldborough of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
a u t h o r i t y would have been a blunder of the f i r s t magnitude. 
There i s no reason t o believe t h a t i t was ever committed. 
P a r t l y , perhaps,owing t o i t s sheltered p o s i t i o n near the 
legionary base, and perhaps p a r t l y due t o the f a c t t h a t 
i t s allegiajace i n a c r i s i s was s t i l l unproved, Aldborough 
d i d not acquire defensive walls i n the e a r l y second century 
as d i d most towns. The excavations of 1938 d e f i n i t e l y dated 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the walls t o the early t h i r d century;"^ 
and the d e s i r a b i l i t y of t h i s step may w e l l have been force d 
home by the ravaging which followed the f a l l of the Wall 
f r o n t i e r , and by the r e v e l a t i o n i n subsequent events of the 
widely d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e s towards Rome adopted by the town-
d w e l l i n g Brigantes on the one hand and the r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n 
on the other. I t may be possible t h a t the rampart, i n which 
^ YAJ, x x x i v , 232-3. 
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Mr. Myres found a predominance of Antonine material,''" was 
constructed as an independent f e a t u r e i n the middle of the 
second century; but on t h i s point i t would be wiser t o 
defer judgment u n t i l the f u l l reports are a v a i l a b l e . 

The f a c t t h a t isurium was the only town i n Roman 
B r i g a n t i a i s a s t r i k i n g i n d i c a t i o n of the general mode 
of l i f e i n the '»Highland zone." Otner c i v i l settlements 
thaji the r u r a l v i l l a g e s grew up, i t i s true - at Adel, f o r 
example: doubtless a ribbon development dependent upon the 
t r a f f i c along the trunk road; and perhaps at Cawood, 
characterized by p o t t e r y or other i n d u s t r i a l production. 
None of these s i t e s , however, so fax as we know, possessed 
t h a t corporate e n t i t y which d i s t i n g u i s h e s the town proper; 
and the Northern Pennine area must therefore be regarded as 
one of completely predominating r u r a l economy, i n which the 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p u r s u i t was pa s t o r a l a g r i c u l t u r e , and the 
common settlement was the v i l l a g e . 

I n view of the existence of only one town i n our area, 
i t i s impossible t o draw very decided independent conclusions 
concerning the true c o n d i t i o n and development of Romano-
B r i t i s h urban l i f e . This i s more p a r t i c u l a r l y the case 
since excavations at Aldoorough have not been nearly so complete 
or - u n t i l recent years - so s a t i s f a c t o r y as on other s i t e s 
i n the south of England. From the av a i l a b l e evidence, 
1 i b i d . 
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however, i t would seem t h a t i s u r i u m does n o t support 

Oollingwood»s exaggerated view of the d e c r e p i t s t a t e o f 

the towns of B r i t a i n i n the t h i r d and f o u r t h centuries.-^ 

I n g e n e r a l , w h i l e the towns were a d m i t t e d l y d ependent upon 

the c o x i n t r y s i d e f o r food s u p p l i e s , t h e i r l e g a l , p o l i t i c a l , 

c u l t u r a l and commercial s e r v i c e s f u l l y compensated f o r t h i s 

economic dependence, Aldborough, as the only c e n t r e f o r a 

v a s t area, must have enjoyed c o n s i d e r a b l e importance i n 

these spheres when the p r o s p e r i t y of t h e c o u n t r y s i d e was 

re a c h i n g i t s apogee e a r l y i n the f o u r t h c e n t u r y ; n ot x a n t i l 

the e a r l y t h i r d c e n t u r y when, according t o Coliingwood, 

d e c l i n e was alre a d y s e t t i n g i n , d i d i t a c q u i r e s u f f i c i e n t 

importance t o j u s t i f y the e r e c t i o n of a town w a l l - More­

over, w i t h the g r a d u a l disappearance of a n i m o s i t y towards 

Rome amongst the r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n , commerce and other 

communication w i t h the pro-Romaui c a p i t a l would n a t u r a l l y 

be expected t o increa s e . 

On the g e n e r a l s u b j e c t of the s u r v i v a l of Romano-British 

town l i f e , i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t w h i l e i n Gaul the r e t u r n t o 

t r i b a l c o n d i t i o n s i s i n d i c a t e d by the p e r p e t u a t i o n of t r i b a l 

names i n tne modern v e r s i p n s of the o i a c h e f - l i e u x ^ B r i t a i n 

s u p p l i e s not a s i n g l e i n s t a n c e of t h i s . Thus, Venta S i l u r u m 

becomes Oaerwent, Venta BelRarum Iffinchester, and so on; 

where the Roman name p e r s i s t s , t h e r e f o r e , i t i s t h a t of the 

OHE, i , 201-7. 
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town. With the problem of the e a r l y o c c u p a t i o n v i r t u a l l y 

aecided, f u t u r e work a t Aldborough must be devoted very 

c o n s i d e r a b l y t o the close c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s q u e s t i o n of 

the c n a r a c t e r of tne l a t e r occupation, While remembering 

t h a t I s u r i u m ' s p o s i t i o n was somewhat e x c e p t i o n a l , i t may 

w e l l De t h a t i t can supply a u s e f u l c o r r e c t i v e t o the unduly 

d e p r e c a t o r y assessment under which the towns of Roman B r i t a i n 

s t i l l l a b o u r . 
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( i i i ) V i l l a s . 

TO t h i n k of the Romano-Britisn v i l l a as the t y p i c a l r e s i d e n c e 

of the more prosperous c l a s s of invaders i s , of course, t o 

b e t r a y q u i t e a wrong co n c e p t i o n of tne nature of the romajiiz-

a t i o n of t i i e B r i t i s h c o u n t r y s i d e . The occupant was u s u a l l y a 

prosperous n a t i v e who had acquired a veneer of r o m a n i z a t i o n 

of wnich he and h i s f a m i l y grew i n c r e a s i n g l y proud. Tne 

d e n s i t y and a i s t r i b u t i o n of v i l l a s i t e s i s , indeed, a 

remarkably accurate index of the degree of romamization 

which the n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n of any p a r t i c u l a r d i s t r i c t has 

undergone. 

Judged by these standards, i t i s c l e a r t h a t B r i g a n t i a 

as a whole was extremely backward; f o r tne whole area can 

muster b u t s i x d e f i n i t e l y e s t a b l i s n e d s i t e s . Much of the 

blame f o r t h i s s p a r s i t y must of course be l a i d w i t n the 

i n h o s p i t a b l e n a t u r e of the n o r t n e r n f e l l s , whose p o p u l a t i o n 

has always been of the meagrest. I t i s o n l y n a t u r a l t o 

expect i n the more clement and f e r t i l e areas of the East 

R i d i n g t h a t h i g h e r standard of everyday l i f e t o which the 

e x i s t e n c e of no l e s s tnan eleven known v i l l a s i s abiondant 

testi m o n y ; and the g e o g r a p h i c a l p o s i t i o n of the East R i d i n g 

renders i t s i n h a b i t a n t s much more a c c e s s i b l e and s u s c e p t i b l e 

t o new i n f l u e n c e s ; the spread of the i r o n Age B n t e 
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c u l t u r e here, as c o n t r a s t e d w i t h i t s comparative absence 

f u r t h e r west, i s b u t one i l l u s t r a t i o n i n p o i n t . 

From an examination of s i t e s wnich have y i e l d e d some 

i n d i c a t i o n of Roman occupation, i t appears p o s s i b l e t h a t 

e x c a v a t i o n w i l l , when undertaken, make some small a d d i t i o n 

t o the t o t a l number of v i l l a s a t present boasted by B r i g a n t i a . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , the accompanying d i s t r i b u t i o n map does p r e s e n t 

a g e n e r a l l y t r u t h f u l p i c t u r e of the s i t u a t i o n . The explajaa-

t i o n of t h i s i s l a r g e l y t o be sought i n the s t o r y of r e c u r r e n t 

t u r b u l e n c e i n the Northern pennines, even a t a time when Roman 

B r i t a i n g e n e r a l l y was p e a c e f u l suid prosperous. By the time 

the B r i g a n t i a n p o l i t i c a l sore had ceased t o chafe, p r o v i n c i a l 

and i m p e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s were too dark and u n c e r t a i n t o 

w a r r a j i t the c o n s t r u c t i o n of l u x u r i o u s c o u n t r y residences -

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n a d i s t r i c t never favoured f o r such r e s o r t s , 

and now under the t h r e a t e n i n g c l o u d of b a r b a r i a n i n v a s i o n . 

That t h i s was the s t a t e of a f f a i r s i n the t h i r d c e n t u r y 

i s shown by tne measures which had t o be taken by the occupant 

of tne v i l l a a t N o r t h S t a i n l e y , i n order t o enable him t o 

c o n t i n u e t o l i v e t h e r e w i t h any f e e l i n g of s e c u r i t y . J u s t 

as i t had been found necessary t o p r o t e c t the small v i c u s 

o u t s i d e the f o r t at Bainbridge w i t h a w a l l e d annexe, so a t 

N o r t h s t a i n l e y a d e f e n s i v e system c o n s i s t i n g of a double mound 

and c e n t r a l d i t c h had t o be c o n s t r u c t e d . Miss M. K i t s o n Clark 
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i n a t y p e s c r i p t r e p o r t on work a t tne s i t e i n 1929, appears 

t o be somewnat duoious about tne p r o p r i e t y of a c c e p t i n g t h i s 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the purpose of the entrenchments, r a i s i n g 

such p o i n t s as: " ^ h e t t i e r tne entrenchments are d e f e n s i v e or 

merely t o keep i n c a t t l e ; whether they are contemporary w i t h 

the v i l l a , or w i t n one of i t s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s or p r e v i o u s t o 

i t .... and why was the s i t e chosen?" Moreover, "Professor 

Stewart p o i n t e d out t h a t the opposite slope was f a r more s u i t ­

able f o r defence." These queries are, however, d i s c o u n t e d 

i f one can presume - w i t h good reason, i t would appear - t h a t 

the defences were not an o r i g i n a l f e a t u r e of the house, b u t 

t h a t , l i k e tne annexe a t B a i n b r i d g e , tney were c o n s t r u c t e d 

a f t e r tne s i t e had known sack and p i l l a g e , a t a p e r i o d wnen 

the dangers of sudden i n s u r r e c t i o n were more r e a l and i n c i p i e n t 

t h a n i n e a r l i e r years when the house was f i r s t b u i l t . Nor i s 

t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n based s o l e l y on l o c a l evidence. At E l y , 

near C a r d i f f , a f o r t i f i e d v i l l a a l s o e x i s t e d beyond the zone of 

c i v i l i a n s a f e t y a t t h a t time. 
L i f e a t N o r t h S t a i n l e y was e v i d e n t l y a p r e c a r i o u s a f f a i r 

e a r l y i n the t h i r d c e n tury. N o r t h of t n i s p o i n t , a t Well 
aJid Midaieheim, c o n d i t i o n s were s c a r c e l y l i k e l y t o be improved; 
and e x c a v a t i o n s a t Well i n tne l a s t season have i n f a c t shown 
t h a t the f l o r u i t of the s i t e was a t tne end of the t n i r d and 
e a r l y p a r t of tne f o u r t h c e n t u r y , before came d e s t r u c t i o n by 
f i r e . T h i s , however, whether due t o p o l i t i c a l or a c c i d e n t a l 
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causes, proved no s e t back t o the development of the e s t a t e , 

f o r the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t u a l l y witnessed many improvements 

and extensions wnich t e s t i f y t o a remarkable degree of 

p r o s p e r i t y i n the l a t e f o u r t n c e ntury. 

The h i s t o r i c a l development of Well from the second t o 

tne e a r l y f o u r t h c e n t u r y i s q u i t e normal, and corresponds t o 

the g e n e r a l development of v i l l a l i f e i n Britain,"'" The 

evidence f o r a l a t e f o u r t h century o c c u p a t i o n - and t h a t a 

prosperous one - i s , however, of p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n a r e g i o n which was c o n t i n u a l l y being exposed 

t o tne dangers of i n v a s i o n . The evidence from t h i s v i l l a 

s i t e i s supported by t h a t from the v i l l a g e s . R u r a l p r o s ­

p e r i t y came l a t e t o B r i g a n t i a ; and i t must be more than a 

co i n c i d e n c e t h a t the e v o l u t i o n o f a s e t t l e d a g r i c u l t u r a l 

economy corresponds c l o s e l y t o the gradual disappearance 

of p o l i t i c a l u n r e s t amongst the B r i g a n t e s , Oollingwood 

suggests t h a t s l a v e and peasant r i s i n g s , sucn as those i n 
2 

Gaul, d i d much t o wreck tne v i l l a system. I n B r i g a n t i a , 

on the ot h e r hand, i t woula seem t n a t t h i s l o c a l f a c t o r worked 

i n the op p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n , and t h a t i t was the g r a d u a l recon­

c i l i a t i o n o f t h e n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n t o Roman r u l e which 

s t i m u l a t e d r u r a l development i n t o the l a s t decades of the 

oc c u p a t i o n . One must t h e r e f o r e suggest t h a t the development ^ Oollingwood, Econ, Survey, 81-/. 
^ i b i d . , 84* 
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was dependent on l o c a l c o n d i t i o n s r a t h e r than on any g e n e r a l 
cause such as the f i n a n c i a l burdens l a i d upon the towns by 
i m p e r i a l p o l i c y , upon whicn Collingwood l a y s such stress."^ 
Moreover, as has been seen, the advancing p r o s p e r i t y of the 
c o u n t r y s i d e a i d not n e c e s s a r i l y r e s u l t from, or e n t a i l , the 
decay of the towns. Indeed, such a view would be incom­
p r e h e n s i b l e under the normal laws of p o l i t i c a l economy. 

Apa r t from tne numerical s c a r c i t y of v i l l a s i t e s , t h e 
q u e s t i o n of the d i s t r i b u t i o n of tne known few i s of i n t e r e s t -
b e a r i n g i n mind t n a t much g r e a t e r r e s e r v a t i o n i n tne drawing 
of c o n c l u s i o n s i s r e q u i r e d where the m a t e r i a l i s s l i g h t t h a n 
when i t i s p r o f u s e . 

N o r t h of Wensleydale ther e i s no known v i l l a , d e s p i t e the 
f a c t t h a t tne area i s studded w i t h Roman f o r t s a t r e g u l a r 
i n t e r v a l s along a network of roads, and t h a t the n o r t h e r n 
dales knew c o n s i d e r a b l e i n a u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n the l e a a mines of Swaledale and the A l s t o n d i s t r i c t . 
The predominantly m i l i t a r y c h a r a c t e r of the o c c u p a t i o n of 
the r e g i o n i s u s u a l l y invoked as the e x p l a n a t i o n of t h i s 
phenomenon; moreover, where the economic l i f e of a c o u n t r y 
was under d i r e c t i m p e r i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e r e was l i t t l e 
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e . 

T h i s e x p l a n a t i o n , tnough undoubtedly of g r e a t importance, 

1 g^E, i , 201-7. 
2 p. ?5^-7. 



263. 

does n o t e n t i r e l y e x p l a i n the s u r p r i s i n g f a c t t n a t a l l the 

B r i g a n t i a n v i l l a s are gathered roughly between Wensleydale 

ana Wharfedale, w h i l e the l a r g e and i m p o r t a n t area south of 

I l k l e y i s as b a r r e n of these evidences of r u r a l r o m a n i z a t i o n 

as the d i s t r i c t between Wensleydale and the Wall. I t i s a 

remarkable f a c t t h a t every one of our v i l l a s (Gargrave i s 

the most d i s t a n t ) i s embraced i n a mere 29 m i l e s r a d i u s from 

Aldborougn, and t n a t a l l have easy commmication w i t h the 

c a p i t a l a v a i l a b l e by road. This s i t u a t i o n o b v i o u s l y p o i n t s 

once more t o tne mutual dependence of town and c o u n t r y l i f e 

i n B r i g a n t i a . Tnere i s no reason t o suppose t h a t south 

y o r k s n i r e was m a t e r i a l l y more d i s c o n t e n t e d tnan the d i s t r i c t 

i mmediately t o the n o r t h of i t . 

R u r a l development, of course, depenaea t o a very g r e a t 

e x t e n t upon the p h y s i o g r a p h i c a l c o n d i t i o n of the d i f f e r e n t 

areas. New l i g h t i s thrown on the problem by a comparison 

o f v i l l a d i s t r i b u t i o n w i t h t h a t of v i l l a g e s and c u l t i v a t i o n 

areas over the whole area. The coincidence of both types 

of remains i s s t r i k i n g ; and i t i s probable t h a t the s e t t l e d 

c i v i l i a n l i f e t o which they t e s t i f y accounts f o r the presence 

of the v i l l a s , r a t h e r than t h a t the v i l l a s themselves were the 

c e n t r e of a t t r a c t i o n f o r o t h e r forms of n a t i v e c i v i l l i f e . 

The l i m e s t o n e p l a t e a u x of Wharfedale, R i b b l e d a l e , N i d d e r d a l e , 

and Wensleydale, were more s u i t e d t o the development of a 
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s e t t l e d a g r i c u l t u r a l mode of l i f e and work (under the 

e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s of a g r i c u l t u r a l development) than the 

dales t o the n o r t h and south, where m i l l s t o n e g r i t 

predominates, and i s not n e a r l y so f a v o u r a b l e f o r purposes 

o f drainage and c u l t i v a t i o n of shallow s u r f a c e s o i l as the 

lim e s t o n e s t r a t a of the middle dales. The l a t t e r , h a v i n g 

adopted a more s t a b l e and t h e r e f o r e more prosperous economy, 

wen not only more d e s i r o u s of peace, but more l i k e l y t o i n c u r 

the ravages of any l a w l e s s elements which s t i l l e x i s t e d on 

the f r i n g e s of t h i s d i s t r i c t . Hence the n e c e s s i t y f o r 

d e f e n s i v e p r e c a u t i o n s , admirably i l l u s t r a t e d i n two d i s t i n c t 

u n i t s o f r u r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n by the f o r t i f i e d v i l l a a t N o r t h 

S t a i n l e y and, f o r example, the v i l l a g e w i t h i t s s p e c i a l l y 

s t r e n g t h e n e d c e n t r a l enclosure a t W h i t c l i f f e Scar i n Swaledale. 

The t r a c e s of permanent v i l l a g e s and a s s o c i a t e d f i e l d s , so 

common i n the mid-Yorkshire area, are a comparative r a r i t y 

i n the c o u n t r y r e a c h i n g n o r t h and south from i t as w e l l as 

westwards i n t o Lancashire. But t h i s i n i t s e l f does not 

mean t h a t the l a t t e r r e g i o n s were sparsely populated; as 

has been seen, the d i f f e r e n t type of f i n d s produced i n south 

Y o r k s h i r e i s e q u a l l y l^itimate.evidenselbrtie intensive h a b i t a t i o n 

o f t h a t d i s t r i c t . 

Not o n l y were the peoples of the ou t e r f r i n g e s of the 

romanized c i v i t a s o f B r i g a n t i a f a r removed from the s t a b i l i z i n g 
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i n f l u e n c e of the c a p i t a l , but they were handicapped i n any 

attempt t o develop a s e t t l e d mode of l i f e by the i n a b i l i t y 

of even the most advanced Roman methods t o overcome t h e 

a g r i c u l t u r a l l i m i t a t i o n s of t h e i r s o i l . I n consequence, 

they were never s e r i o u s l y c o n f r o n t e d w i t h the o p p o r t u n i t y of 

s e t t l i n g down t o a more permanent and r e s p o n s i b l e occupation. 

They simply c o n t i n u e d the o l d nomadic, p a s t o r a l e x i s t e n c e 

which had oeen g e n e r a l up t o the Roman p e r i o d . The m a t e r i a l s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the s o - c a l l e d " I r o n Age" v i l l a g e s excavated by 

R a i s t r i c k are predominantly l a t e Roman, and there i s h a r d l y 

a n y t h i n g before the second century A.D. This p o i n t s t o the 

development of v i l l a g e l i f e as being one r e s u l t of the gradual 

acceptance of the pax Romana. 

Since the occupants of v i l l a s were g e n e r a l l y romanized 

B r i t o n s of more than usual a f f l u e n c e , very o f t e n wealthy 

f a r m e r s , they would n a t u r a l l y p r e f e r t o r e s i d e i n a d i s t r i c t 

where the i n h a b i t a n t s were s e t t l e d , i n d u s t r i o u s and r e s p e c t a b l e , 

and where t h e economic standard of l i f e was h i g h , r a t h e r than 

i n an undeveloped area w i t h a s h i f t i n g p o p u l a t i o n which had 

l i t t l e r e g a r d f o r the r i g h t s o f p r o p e r t y . The v i l l a a t 

Gargrave, though f a r from s i m i l a r residences, and i n the 

h e a r t o f the pennines, was n e v e r t h e l e s s r i g h t i n the h e a r t 

of a c o n s i d e r a b l e , and a p p a r e n t l y q u i t e s e t t l e d , f a r m i n g 

community. 
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( i v ) N a t i v e S e t t l e m e n t s and A p ; r i c u l t u r e . 

West Y o r k s h i r e i s p e c u l i a r l y r i c h i n the remains of 

v i l l a g e s , and t h e i r c l o s e i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s one of the most 

i m p o r t a n t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l t a s k s a w a i t i n g p r o s e c u t i o n a t the 

p r e s e n t time. T h e i r general c h a r a c t e r may be c l e a r l y 

understood by the f i e l d worker, and the e x t e n s i v e e x c a v a t i o n 

which has taiken p l a c e i n the Grassington area i s a v a l u a b l e 

h e l p i n the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of n a t i v e f i e l d - s y s t e m s of the 

Roman p e r i o d . Outside Grassington, t h e r e has been a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of haphazard e x c a v a t i o n , whose p r o ­

cedure seems t o have lac k e d a c l e a r d i r e c t i o n of purpose, 

and whose r e s u l t s , w h i l e they c o u l d not f a i l t o y i e l d much 

i n t e r e s t i n g m a t e r i a l , have f a l l e n an i n e v i t a b l e prey t o the 

d e f e c t s of g e n e r a l i z a t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , the c o n c l u s i o n s 

which have been drawn therefrom"^ are sometimes i n v a l i d a t e d 

by an i n e x p e r t t r e a t m e n t of the p o t t e r y evidence. 

i n d i r e c t c o n t r a s t t o these methods i s the e x c a v a t i o n 

of the i s o l a t e d hutment s i t e a t M i l k i n g Gap, whose c a r e f u l 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n by Mr. K i l b r i d e Jones a f f o r d s an e x c e l l e n t 

model f o r the f u t u r e treatment of west Y o r k s h i r e s i t e s . 

I n d i v i d u a l r e p o r t s of d e t a i l e d , p a t i e n t work on c a r e f u l l y 

s e l e c t e d s i t e s must form the f u t u r e method of t r e a t m e n t i f 

r e g i o n a l and t y p o l o g i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s are t o be c l e a r l y 

^ YAJi x x x i v , 115-50. 
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d i f f e r e n t i a t e d , and s t r u c t u r a l p e r i o d s p r o p e r l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d . 

I n o r der t o f a c i l i t a t e e x c a v a t i o n aiming a t the s o l u t i o n of 

s p e c i f i c problems, t h e r e f o r e , the present survey endeavours 

t o e l u c i d a t e auid p r e s e n t some of the o u t s t a n d i n g f e a t u r e s of 

B r i g a n t i a n a g r i c u l t u r a l and v i l l a g e l i f e , r a t h e r than t o 

attempt a d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of a l l the remains. 

D i s c u s s i o n of p a r t i c u l a r s i t e s i s c o n f i n e d c h i e f l y t o the 

s i t e s i n Swaledale and Wensleydale, a d i s t r i c t which has 

al r e a d y r e c e i v e d s p e c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n a d i f f e r e n t 

c o n n e c t i o n as the area a d m i n i s t e r e d from the f o r t a t 

Ba i n b r i d g e . 

The general s i t u a t i o n of the s e t t l e m e n t s i s throughout 

very s i m i l a r . They are placed on the middle t e r r a c e s of the 

h i l l s i d e slopes, f r e q u e n t l y but by no meajis always s h e l t e r e d 

by a l i m e s t o n e scar, and t h e i r choice of ground i s undoubtedly 

determined by p r e h i s t o r i c c o n d i t i o n s of drainage and v e g e t a t i o n , 

The l i m e s t o n e dales o f m i d - y o r k s h i r e were p a r t i c u l a r l y 

s u i t a b l e f o r the p r i m i t i v e type of a g r i c u l t u r e then p r a c t i s e d , 

f o r the s o i l was l i g h t and w e l l drained. The f o u n d a t i o n s of 

these s e t t l e m e n t s have, moreover, been the b e t t e r p r e s e r v e d 

f o r t h a t same reason, since the areas occupied i n Roman times 

were u n s u i t a b l e f o r the more advanced methods of c u l t i v a t i o n 

w hich l e d t o the c l e a r i n g and h a b i t a t i o n o f the v a l l e y bottoms. 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n map of known s i t e s o v e ^ J ^ l r i g a n t i a n area 
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r e v e a l s a d i s t i n c t c o n c e n t r a t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n around Wharfe-

d a l e and nei g h b o u r i n g v a l l e y s . The c o l d , wet s u b - A t l a n t i c 

c l i m a t e which then p r e v a i l e d n a t u r a l l y made these l o n g 

t e r r a c e s , w e l l - p r o t e c t e d from storms, very s u i t a b l e and 

fav o u r e d occupation s i t e s . Such a c l i m a t e encouraged 

the f o r m a t i o n of marshes and the growth of coarse, swampy 

v e g e t a t i o n on h i g h e r ground, except on such s i t e s as were 

w e l l d r a i n e d . The limestone p l a t e a u was eminently s u i t a b l e 

f o r o c c u p a t i o n by a people d e s i r i n g t o c a r r y on an a g r i c u l ­

t u r a l l i f e under p r i m i t i v e c o n d i t i o n s . Beyond Craven the 

rock outcrops are, however, p r i n c i p a l l y of m i l l s t o n e g r i t 

and s i n c e , as R a i s t r i c k r i g h t l y remarks,*^ the g r i t s do n o t 

form p l a t e a u x so r e a d i l y as tne limestone areas, i t i s n a t u r a l 

t o f i n d the d e n s i t y of i n h a b i t e d s i t e s t h i n n i n g out c o n s i d e r ­

a b l y n o r t h , south and west of Craven. 

I t would, however, be unwise t o i n s i s t t h a t the d e n s i t y 

o f d i s t r i b u t i o n of known v i l l a g e s i t e s i s a completely 

r e l i a b l e index o f the d i s t r i b u t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n i n the 

area. I t has been demonstrated t h a t the o r i g i n a l concen­

t r a t i o n of B r i g a n t i a n power was i n the H u d u e r s f i e l d d i s t r i c t ; 

y e t s i t e s on the Grassington model are extremely r a r e . i n 

the n o r t h and west, too, where the Romans found i t necessary 

t o e s t a b l i s h s t r o n g m i l i t a r y p o s t s , a comparable number of 

i b i d . , 147-
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v i l l a g e B i t e s t o those i n Wharfedale w i l l be sought i n v a i n . 

The Graven area cannot have been overwhelmingly s u p e r i o r i n 

p o p u l a t i o n t o the o t h e r p a r t s of B r i g a n t i a ; i t was merely 

b e t t e r s u i t e d t o the establishment of permanent s e t t l e m e n t s . 

The l a t t e r , moreover, owe t h e i r e x c e l l e n t s t a t e of p r e s e r v a ­

t i o n t o the f a c t t h a t they are not s u i t a b l e f o r c u l t i v a t i o n 

by modern methods; even the Grassington e n c l o s u r e s , though 

w e l l c l e a r e d of s m a l l stones, are strewn w i t h l a r g e b o u l d e r s 

which make p l o u g h i n g , m a general r u l e , i m p o s s i b l e . 

Human oc c u p a t i o n has always adapted i t s e l f t o l o c a l 

c o n d i t i o n s , and t h e r e can be no doubt t h a t tne stone w a l l 

c h a r a c t e r of the Craven s i t e s was due simply t o the abundajice 

of a v a i l a b l e m a t e r i a l . This i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d by l o c a l 

s t r u c t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h i n the li m e s t o n e areas themselves. 

While t h e f i e l d banks at Grassington are composed of e a r t h 

and t u r f as w e l l as stone, i n the upper p a r t of the dale and 

a l s o i n Malhamdale, Upper R i b b l e d a l e , Wensleydale and Swale­

d a l e , p u r e l y stone w a l l s are the r u l e . i n Weardale, however, 

on the Park Orag s i t e , the e a r t h and rubble banks bear a 

marked resemblance t o those of Lower Wharfedale such as 

Gra s s i n g t o n and Burley Moor ( I l k l e y ) . But stone huts were 

n o t e s s e n t i a l f o r d w e l l i n g - p l a c e s , nor stone w a l l s f o r 

p a s t o r a l a g r i c u l t u r e , though they must have helped t o r a i s e 

the standards both of l i v i n g and of a g r i c u l t u r a l methods and 
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o r g a n i s a t i o n . The p i t - d w e l l i n g s wnich occur f r e q u e n t l y i n 

moorland d i s t r i c t s are a Late Bronze Age type whose use 

p r o b a b l y p e r s i s t e d throughout tne Roman period,and t h e i r 

c o n s t r u c t i o n c o u l d most e a s i l y be completed by the use of 

t u r f o r t i m b e r , t h a t c h e d w i t h l i n g and rushes. 

The f o r m a t i o n of peat and heather i n the m i l l s t o n e g r i t 

areas d i a not p r e v e n t the use of t h a t l a n d as pasture by I r o n 

Age and Romano-British i n h a b i t a n t s . For a statement of t h i s 

p o i n t I am i n d e b t e d t o Mr. B, W. J. Kent, F.S.A. Scot. , who 

combines w i t h h i s a r c h a e o l o g i c a l knowledge l o n g and i n t e n s i v e 

a g r i c u l t u r a l experience: "Sheep l i v e and t h r i v e on the 

heather q u i t e as w e l l as on the grass, and before b u r n t 

l i m e was a p p l i e d t o the grassland even the limestone l a n d 

would be very a c i d and matted. Cotton sedge, which has 
formed most of the peat, i s a v a l u a b l e food f o r moorland 

1 
sneep." 

The l i m e s t o n e s i t e s should,then, be regarded as types 

of permanent s e t t l e m e n t , w i t h a f a v o u r a b l e s i t u a t i o n , wnich 

encouraged a more advanced and s t a b l e form of a g r i c u l t u r e 

tnajti was p o s s i b l e t o the i n h a b i t a n t s of other d i s t r i c t s , 

r a t h e r than the homes of "a p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n p a s t o r a l and 

h u n t i n g people," the c o n c l u s i o n somewnat unaccountably 

reached by R a i s t r i c k . Though the l a t t e r s t a t e s t h a t t h e 
p o t t e r y and o t h e r evidence i n d i c a t e s an o c c u p a t i o n b e l o n g i ng 
^ L e t t e r t o the w r i t e r , 7.iv.'38. 
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b e l o n g i n g mainly t o the f i r s t and e a r l y second c e n t u r i e s , 

some of the p o t t e r y he i l l u s t r a t e s ^ i s c e r t a i n l y f o u r t h -

c e n t u r y s i g n a l - s t a t i o n ware; l a t e c o i n s a l s o occur i n the 

caves, and occupation must be assumed t o have c o n t i n u e d w i t h 

i n c r e a s i n g v i g o u r , r a t h e r than e a r l y a t t e n u a t e d , tnroughout 

the Romajn p e r i o d . 

Furthermore, tne s e l e c t e d specimens of p o t t e r y , brooches, 

p e r s o n a l ornaments, t o o l s , weapons, and even t e x t i l e - w e a v i n g 

i n s t r u m e n t s which he has h i m s e l f p u b l i s h e d show a degree of 

c i v i l i z a t i o n w e l l i n advance of any remains from n a t i v e s i t e s 

o u t s i d e the Graven area, an.d e a s i l y on an e q u a l i t y w i t h the 

f i n d s from the M i l k i n g Gap s e t t l e m e n t wnich, a c t u a l l y 

s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the Wall f r o n t i e r , had every o p p o r t u n i t y 

f o r r o m a n i z a t i o n . The c o i n s e r i e s , e.g. from Dowkerbottom, 

i s f u r t h e r p r o o f t n a t the i n h a b i t a n t s were Dy no means c u t 

o f f from commercial l i f e . The remains from w e s t - Y o r k s h i r e 

are very s i m i l a r t o those of Derbyshire, which H a v e r f i e l d ^ 

r egarded as i n a i c a t i v e of a prosperous n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n . 

Perhaps the most remarkable f e a t u r e about the v i l l a g e 

i l o c . c i t . The b u l k of tne i l l u s t r a t e d p o t t e r y i s f o u r t h 
c e n t u r y , and most of t h i s belongs t o the second h a l f of t h e 
f o u r t h century. Apart from a F l a v i a n reeded r i m ( F i g . V I I 
( s ) - ? S e t t l e ) the o t n e r pieces are i n d e t e r m i n a t e . Types 
of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t are those from G r a s s i n g t o n ( F i g . V I I ) 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o Orambeck types 1, 5a and 8, w i t h a'hammer­
head v a r i a n t of type 6. 

^ i b i d . . 
3 VCH D e r b y s h i r e , i , i y i - 2 6 3 . 
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s i t e s on the Grassington moaei i s tne f a c t t n a t tney have 

not so f a r produced evidence of occupation oefore the Roman 

p e r i o d . This i s a f u r t n e r c o n f i r m a t i o n of tne view t h a t 

the s i t e s i n Wharfedale and the surrounding v a l l e y s represent 

a more s e t t l e d , and tne re fo re more advamced, s t a t e of 

ex is tence . The number of La Tene f i n d s f rom B r i g a n t i a i s 

s m a l l , and i t seems c e r t a i n t ha t such Late Bronze Age s i t e s 

as had any permanent character cont inued to be occupied w e l l 

i n t o the Roman pe r iod i n many d i s t r i c t s . On a te r race of 

Burley Moor, south of tne Wharfe, f o r ins tance , a l eng thy 

occupat ion tnrougn d i f f e r e n t per iods seems h i g h l y probable . 

N e o l i t h i c and Bronze Age f l i n t s have been found i n abundance, 

and tnere aire severa l cup-and-r ing marked stones s t i l l 

de tec tab le ; whi le the remains of h u t - c i r c l e s asid f i l l d 

w a l l s are t y p o l o g i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l w i t h those at Grassington, 

I n genera l , however. Bronze Age remains i n the n o r t h 

are r e s t r i c t e d to b u r i a l s and odd f i n d s , i n d i c a t i n g a nomadic 

r a tne r than an a g r i c u l t u r a l or even p a s t o r a l existence f o r 

the people of t ha t era. Whether tne Craven s i t e s possess 

evidence of such c o n t i n u i t y must he one of tne problems whose 

s o l u t i o n can only be attempted by c a r e f u l excavat ion i n the 

f u t u r e . I t should be noted t ha t R a i s t r i c k e v i d e n t l y uses 

the d e s c r i p t i o n » l r o n Age' as a general g e o l o g i c a l term, 

cover ing both the a r chaeo iog ica l l y d i s t i n c t i r o n Age and 
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Romano-Bri t ish pe r iods . 

The character of tne examples of i s o l a t e d hutments and 

associated f i e l d s has r ecen t ly been f u l l y descr ibed;^ examples 

of t h i s group of one or two huts , w i t n a d j o i n i n g yard and one 

or two small f i e l d s , have been noted i n n o r t h Yorksn i r e , 

occupying small areas wnere tne t e r r a c i n g a f f o r d e d by the 

l imestone outcrop was i n s u f f i c i e n t t o accommodate more thaxi 

one small ho ld ing . This i s the case at Hooker M i l l Scar, 

on the west slope of Kisdon i n Upper Swaledale, and at the 

Ra^ps Holme s i t e across the gorge east of Kisdon. The best 

example occurs on the ground above Scarth Nick i n Wensleydale 

( P I . V I I ) . Below the scar are extensive remains of the 

n a t i v e v i l l a g e . The hutment s i t e , however, occupies h i g h , 

unshel te red grouna. The hut c i r c l e , l b f e e t i n diameter , 

i s i n t h i s case ( c o n t r a r y to tne general r u l e ) s i t u a t e d 

w i t h i n the main enclosure, approximately i n tne cen t re . 

The enclosure i s r ec tangu la r , apart f rom a rounded angle 

at the nor th-eas t - a p e c u l i a r i t y which i s p a r a l l e l e d at 

M i l k i n g Gap. ^ I t appears to oe due to the presence o f an 

entrance 12 f e e t wide here, opposite a c a i r n about 30 f e e t 

i n diameter , which l i e s 50 yards away from the w a l l of the 

enclosure . 

Grassington must be regarded as the model f o r comparison 

of a l l the l a r g e r v i l l a g e s i t e s i n the n o r t h , since i t has 

^ R a i s t r i c k , l o c . c i t . 
2 AA4, X V , 340 ( P I . X X I I ) . 
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been f u l l y excavated and descr ibed, w i t h the a i d of a i r -

photography. Here the v i l l a g e covers some two acres and 

the associated f i e l d s about 80 acres of l and . Two types 

of f i e l d have been d i s t i n g u i s h e d - '«(a) square w i t h s l i g h t 

stone and t u r f banking, about 300 f e e t , mostly made on 

nea r ly l e v e l ground and o f t e n enclosing smaller c i r c u l a r 

or oval » c r o f t s » 50 t o 100 f e e t i n diameter; (b) a more 

numerous set of f a i r l y regular f i e l d s 70 to bO f e e t wide 

and 350 t o 400 f e e t l o n g , w i t h massive banks up to three 

f e e t n igh and s i x or seven f e e t wide. "-̂  The l a t t e r i s the 

t y p i c a l C e l t i c f i e l d - s y s t e m found i n other d i s t r i c t s of west 

Yorkshi r e . 

The outs tanding fea tu re of i n t e r e s t i s the separa t ion 

of tne v i l l a g e f rom the f i e l d s which tne i n h a o i t a n t s c u l t i v a t e d , 

though tne two, of course, were not f a r d i s t a n t . Roads 

l e a d i n g f rom tne v i l l a g e to the f i e l d s have oeen i d e n t i f i e d 

a t Grassington. The concen t ra t ion of popu la t ion appears 

t o have been i n s p i r e d by a need f o r defens ive s o l i d a r i t y . 

I t i s noteworthy t na t enclosures a d j o i n i n g tne huts were 

present i n tne v i l l a g e , f o r the safe keeping of s tock. 

An i n t e r e s t i n g f ea tu re a t Graseington, i n d i c a t i n g t ha t 

the v i l l a g e was an unusual ly important one, i s the oval area 

150 f e e t long and 75 f e e t broad, l o c a l l y known as 'The D r u i d » s 

C i r c l e , ' which Curwen has suggested may represent the p u b l i c 

1 R a i s t r i c k , l o c . o i t . , 119. 
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meeting place of the community. The s i ng l e or double row 

of stones surmounting t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the e n c i r c l i n g bank 

may have formed the seats of the e lders . "The c h a r a c t e r i s ­

t i c s of t n i s earthwork - a l e v e l c e n t r a l arena l a r g e l y below 

the l e v e l of the surrounding country , e n c i r c l e d by a broad 

va l lum whicn has an inner slope of easy grad ien t and no 

e x t e r n a l d i t c h - o r i n g i t i n t o l i n e w i t h those earthworks 

elsewhere wnich Mr. A. Hadrian A l l c r o f t be l ieves to have 

Deen the s i t e s of the communal meetings of e a r l y I r o n Age 

ana l a t e r peoples, w n i l s t tne l i n e of stones surmounting 

so grea t a pa r t of the surrounding val lum r e c a l l s the 

l a r g e r stone c i r c l e s . Mr. A l l c r o f t has drawn our a t t e n t i o n 

t o Homer's d e s c r i p t i o n of the recep t ion g iven Dy A l c i n i o u s 

to Ulysses at tne gate of tne c i t y of Scheria , i n which are 

dep ic ted tne k i n g and c i t y f a t h e r s s i t t i n g on the stones of 

j u s t sucn a c i r c l e , and i t may be tha t we have nere i n 

Grassington a work t ha t blends the two types of ancient 

moots found i n our count ry , namely the l a r g e r stone c i r c l e 

t o oe found i n the n o r t h and west where stone i s p l e n t i f u l , 

and tne eartnen Circus met w i t h i n the chalk country wnere 

s u i t a b l e stone i s not forthcoming.""^ 

The d i s t i n c t i o n between the p o s i t i o n of the v i l l a g e and 

the associated f i e l d s i s present also i n the smal ler type of 

^ A n t i q u i t y , i i , 171. 
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v i l l a g e , i n which the huts (up to twenty i n number) are 

groupea s t i l l c loser togetner , a common w a l l f r e q u e n t l y 

se rv ing as p a r t of two or tnree huts . R a i s t r i c k wishes 

f u r t h e r t o d i s t i n g u i s h them f rom tne l a r g e r v i l l a g e s as 

being "on ly r a r e l y associated w i t h fielas,**-^ but since he 

admits t ha t f i e l d enclosures are present i n the v i c i n i t y , 

and tha t they were used by the v i l l a g e people, the d i s t i n c ­

t i o n i s not a very r e a l one, A more impor tant f e a t u r e of 

t h i s smal ler type of v i l l a g e i s the m a t e r i a l used i n the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of the w a l l s . They are e n t i r e l y of stone, 

ana tne blocks are extremely l a r g e , being u s u a l l y rougnly 

dressed, i f a t a l l ; an average size at W h i t c l i f f e Scar 

(swaledale) i s 4 f e e t x 2 f e e t x 1 f e e t 6 inches. 

The concen t ra t ion of tne r e s i d e n t i a l area was not 

e n t i r e l y i n s p i r e d by sociaole motives. The more compact 

area was more r e a d i l y de fens ib le against the ravages of 

beasts or tne r a id s of h o s t i l e brigand bands - or perhaps 

l o c a l r i v a l s - upon these more prosperous and respectable 

fa rmers . An examination o f the many d i f f e r e n t groups of 

v i l l a g e s i t e s reveals tha t i n every case there was some 

area a v a i l a b l e , rude ly defended or d e f e n s i b l e , which would 

a f f o r d a r a l i y i n g - p o i n t against any b r i e f and temporary 

a t tack- The defences of such enclosures were, i t i s 

t r u e , not comparable w i t h those of even a smal l h i l l - f o r t , 

^ YAJ, x x x i v , 119. 
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but they d id a f f o r d a temporary she l t e r against sudden 

r a i d s . From t h i s g e n e r a l i z a t i o n must be excepted one 

impor tan t c l a ss ; i t does not apply t o those s i t e s 

associated w i t h cave-residence, as i n the S e t t l e d i s t r i c t 

and on Leyburn Shawl, That the exceptions can be thus 

c l a s s i f i e d by one common c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i s , however, i n 

i t s e l f a valuable p o i n t , i n d i c a t i n g t ha t the caves p rov ided 

a measure of refuge and p r o t e c t i o n which the pure ly open 

s i t e s d i d not n a t u r a l l y possess. 

Such an arrangement must have been necess i ta ted by the 

r a r i t y of h i l l - f o r t s throughout B r i g a n t i a ; not every d i s t r i c t 

had a s t rong centre such as she l te red the s e t t l e r s on 

I n g l e b o r o u g h » s slopes, or cou ld , l i k e the i n h a b i t a n t s of 

Grassington, f a l l Dack upon the superb defensive p o s i t i o n 

of Far Gregory. I t w i l l l a t e r be suggested tha t the Upper 

ffensleydale i n h a b i t a n t s made use of Addleborough's s t rong 

n a t u r a l p o s i t i o n . The small popu la t ion which c l u s t e r e d 

round Kisdon at the head of swaledale would be i n s u f f i c i e n t 

to man any defences there , and i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t no 

t race of such e x i s t s ; but the p o s i t i o n of the mountain 

i t s e l f made i t s summit a s u f f i c i e n t l y safe r e t r e a t f o r 

o rd ina ry purposes. 

Where such l o f t y s i t e s were absent, or too f a r away, 

advantage was taken of nearby spurs of l and , which were cu t 
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o f f i n rude f a s h i o n a f t e r the manner of promontory f o r t s , 

bu t on a much s l i g h t e r scale. I t seems, indeed, t h a t t h e i r 

primary purpose was the p r o t e c t i o n of stock h u r r i e d l y 

c o l l e c t e d at the t h r e a t of a r a i d . There would be l i t t l e 

v i r t u e i n the i n h a b i t a n t s t ak ing she l t e r and p e r m i t t i n g the 

agressors to d r i v e o f f t h e i r means of l i v e l i h o o d w i t h impuni ty . 

I t i s a general c o n d i t i o n of p e t t y h o s t i l i t i e s amidst smal l 

f a c t i o n s i n any age or country t ha t possessions, and not 

l i v e s , are the most coveted element. The west end of the 

spur i n Cam Houses Pasture (shown as a separate p a r t of the 

1750 f e e t contour i n the 1 i n . 0, S. sheet 20, squaxe F . 9 ) , 

exsunined by Mr. Chapman and the w r i t e r , seemed to have been 

a r t i f i c i a l l y cut o f f f rom the main spur by a broad d i t c h 

fo rming an angle i n the middle. The h a l f - a c r e thus roughly 

separated, i f f u r t h e r enclosed by a t imber pa l i sade , would 

f o r m an admirable f o l d f o r the f l o c k s of those people, the 

remains of whose se t t lements are nere s t rung along the l i n e 

of the Bainbridge - Lancaster Roman road. 

An i d e n t i c a l s i t e i n both p o s i t i o n and form of defence 

i s t o be seen at the eastern ex t r emi ty of the Nab End s e t t l e ­

ment, i n Wensleydale, where the broad, deep c u t t i n g i s 

c e r t a i n l y a r t i f i c i a l ( p i . V I I I ) . The area enclosed i s 

s l i g h t l y smaller than at Gam Houses. Above Redmire, f u r t h e r 

down the v a l l e y , i s a s i m i l a r but s t i l l smal ler s i t e , around 
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which the markings of a d i t c h are v i s i b l e f r o m the top of the 

h igh scar above, though not c l e a r l y d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e at c lose 

qua r t e r s . I n t h i s case, however, no attempt has been made 

to out through the approach f rom the se t t l ement , which l i e s 

100 yards to the east. 

For other v i l l a g e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those l y i n g immediately 

under a steep scar, such advantageous p o s i t i o n s were no t 

a v a i l a b l e , and i t was t he re fo re considered necessary to 

s t rengthen one of the main enclosures i n the v i l l a g e , - u s u a l l y 

a c e n t r a l one. An instance of t h i s occurs i n the n a t i v e 

se t t lement a t Preston (between Leyburn and B o l t o n ) , below 

Scarth Nick , and a lso i n the Deepdale v i l l a g e . The best 

example, however, i s at W h i t c l i f f e Scar ( p i . I X , and Figs . 

39-40). Here, the c e n t r a l rec tangular enclosure, some 

80 yards square, she l t e r s oeneath the v e r t i c a l he ight of 

the c l i f f on i t s n o r t h s ide ; f rom i t s south edge the ground 

n a t u r a l l y f a l l s s t eep ly , but a d d i t i o n a l scarp ing has taken 

p lace , and the edge i s f u r t h e r strengthened by a w a l l of 

massive boulders. This w a l l i s a t present 3 f e e t t h i c k , 

but the outer face has crumbled away down the slope. 

Speight , indeed, remarked tha t i n some places the w a l l s 

and founda t ions were f rom ten t o f i f t e e n f e e t t h i c k , 

On the east and west s ides, the w a l l s are a l so massive 

Speight notes t ha t on the east as 13 f e e t t h i c k and s t i l l 

Richmondshire, 4OO. 
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5 f e e t h igh - and enormous d i t ches or rav ines separate i t 

f rom the neighbouring enclosures; Speight g ives the 

d is tance across the eastern d i t c h as 50 f e e t . The entrance 

i s on the east s ide . I n the south-east corner of t h i s 

f o r t i f i e d enclosure are the remains of a f i n e h u t - c i r c l e , 

about 30 f e e t i n diameter, which i s b u i l t on to the inne r 

face of the main south w a l l . I n other ins tances , a 

r ec tangu la r shape f o r hu t -dwe l l i ngs seems t o have been 

adopted, but i t never becajne general . Examples have been 

observed at Gordale Scar, Malham ( F i g . 3^)f and park Crag 

(Weardale).-^ 

One p e c u l i a r and noteworthy f ea tu re of the abutment of 

huts and c r o f t s i n t h i s smaller , pure ly stone b u i l t type of 

v i l l a g e , i s tne f a c t tna t i t gave r i s e to many spaces and 

narrow passages between the w a l l s ; t h i s f e a t u r e was extended 

bo th a t W h i t c l i f f e Scar and i n the Hukermire (Addleborough) 

and Nab End (Carperby) se t t lements , to the existence of 

g a l l e r i e s or passages w i t n i n the most massive w a l l s t r u c t u r e s . 

Tl̂ e complex was descr ibed by Speight, though h i s imag ina t ion 

l e d him to some cur ious i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s : - »'A cur ious f e a t u r e 

i n connect ion w i t h these archaic enclosures i s the f a c t t h a t a 

g a l l e r y or passage w i t h several apartments has been cons t ruc ted 

i n the thickness of the w a l l s . One of these remains t o l e r a b l y 

i c f . a l so park Brow, Sussex (Ool l ingwood, Econ. Survey Sb) 
where pre-Roman round huts were replaced by small xec tangula r 
houses of w a t t l e and daub, w i t h t i l e d r o o f s . 
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p e r f e c t and i s at the east entrance to the moated enclosure 

where the w a l l i s 13 f e e t t h i c k . I t i s entered f rom the 

outs ide l i k e an Esquimaux d w e l l i n g by creeping along' a shor t 

low passage 3 f e e t wide, the jambs and l i n t e l of which are 

s t i l l i n s i t u . The apartment entered i s of the usual horse­

shoe p a t t e r n . The present depth i s 6 f e e t , but the f l o o r 

i s f i l l e d w i t h stones and rubbish , d e t r a c t i n g somewhat f rom 

the o r i g i n a l he igh t . Ins ide on the l e f t of the passage 

upon en t e r ing i s a s i t t i n g recess, 30 inches wide, or i t 

may have been used as a pantry or open cupboard f o r the 

p l a c i n g of vessels or cooked meats. A c a r e f u l examination 

of the w a l l s d i sc losed a f i n e rubbing or g r i n d i n g stone. 

At the south-eastern angle of t h i s apartment i s a rude s t a i r ­

case of two steps connecting a small upper apartment, probably 

a sleeping-room. I t i s approached by a low passage 12 inches 

wide, the roof or l i n t e l of which remains. The ex t e rna l 

w a l l a t t h i s p o i n t i s about 7 f e e t h i g h , and has probably 

not Deen much h igher , both apartments having been roo fed 

w i t h the branches of t rees covered w i t h t u r f and sods t o 

match the other pa r t s of the wal l . ""^ 

The d i f f e r e n c e i n the types of w a l l i n g i n the l imestone 

se t t lements i s not conf ined to the simple d i s t i n c t i o n between 

the ear th-and-rubble banks of the Srassington f i e l d s , and the 

p u r e l y stone enclosures of the smaller v i l l a g e s i t e s . There 

^ Bichmondshire, 91-2* 
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i s always present the r eg iona l q u a l i f i c a t i o n which necess i ­

t a t e d the use of whatever l o c a l m a t e r i a l was most a v a i l a b l e ; 

thus a t Deepdale, Hukermire (Addleborough), upper Gordale 

(Malham), and pres ton (Wensleydale), i n v i l l a g e s of the 

Grassington type, stone i s used much more e x c l u s i v e l y than 

on the l a t t e r s i t e . Furthermore, mega l i th i c w a l l s were i n 

use i n c e r t a i n p a r t s of Malhamdale.^ I n c e r t a i n p laces , 

( e . g . Gordale Scar, Malham) the w a l l cons i s t s of a s ing le 

th ickness of xxndressed stones (F ig - 35)- More g e n e r a l l y , 

the w a l l has a double»«faoing, wnich has been f i l l e d w i t h 

rubb le . This type i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d i n the f i e l d s above 

Redmire (Wensleydale), where the founda t ion of the f a c i n g 

stones has been preserved, but the i n t e r v e n i n g rubble has 

disappeared. Another c h a r a c t e r i s t i c form i s represented 

by the l a rge l imestone slabs, stooa on edge t o act as f a c i n g 

stones, of which p a r t i c u l a r examples have been noted i n 

Malhamdale, Swaledale ( W h i t c l i f f e Scar near the Fremington 

Dyke), and at Cast H i l l s ( K i r b y Malzeard) (F ig s . 32, 33) 

and on the slopes of Buckden p i k e . But though these general 

type d i s t i n c t i o n s are of i n t e r e s t , the a r t of s t o n e - w a l l i n g 

was not s u f f i c i e n t l y developed to f o l l o w regu la r forms, and 

i t I s w e l l to remember tha t even on one p a r t i c u l a r s i t e the 

charac te r o f the work o f t e n va r i ed cons iderably . Speight 

w r i t e s o f W h i t c l i f f e Scar t h a t "the stones o f the i nne r 

1 A n t i q u i t y , i i i , 166. 
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courses are i n many places w e l l - f a c e d and l a i d on, and 

d i s p l a y some knowledge of the use of metal t o o l s ; i n 

others they are rough and undressed and have been b u i l t up 

anyway. 

The number of set t lements which f o m typology alone or 

w i t h the c o n f i r m a t i o n of f i n d s are to be a t t r i b u t e d t o the 

Romano-Brit ish p e r i o d i s too l a rge , and t h e i r f ea tu res too 

s i m i l a r , t o j u s t i f y i n d i v i d u a l exa^ninations here. The 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of the main v i l l a g e s i t e s i s shown on the 

accompanying map, but i s o l a t e d hutments are too nixmerous 

t o be shown. Thei r omission, however, does not I n v a l i d a t e 

the general d i s t r i b u t i o n p i c t u r e thus provided . 

The occupation of caves, l i k e tha t of the v i l l a g e s , i s 

f o r g e o l o g i c a l reasons c h i e f l y conf ined to the l imestone 

areas. Furthermore, i t i s c lea r that there was a c lose 

connect ion between the two. F ie lds of Romano-Brit ish 

type are almost i n v a r i a b l y associated w i t h an i nhab i t ed 

cave s i t e , and any exceptions are probably apparent, the 

t races being destroyed by modern a c t i v i t i e s , r a the r than r e a l . 

The iTest Yorkshi re caves were occupied as e a r l y as the 

A z i l i a n pe r iod , and N e o l i t h i c and Bronze Age p o t t e r y , amongst 

other f i n d s , ca r ry the occupation down to the Roman p e r i o d . 

The Romano-Brit ish l aye r i s i n a l l cases the uppermost, thus 

p r o v i n g t ha t there has been no subsequent permanent occupat ion, 

^ Richmondshire, 91-2, 
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e . g . ^ i n the Dark Ages, Coins of Edward I have, however, 

been found i n the caves of the Craven area (Speight , Graven, 

254). As R a i s t r i c k has remarked,^ a she l t e red p l a t f o r m 

e x i s t s a t or near the mouths of the caves which, equa l ly 

w i t h the i n t e r i o r , i s composed of s t r a t i f i e d occupation 

l a y e r s . since t h i s p l a t f o r m u s u a l l y conta ins the remains 

of charcoal hear ths , and was ev iden t ly used f o r cooking, i t 

i s not s u r p r i s i n g t o f i n d t ha t much of the p o t t e r y comes f rom 

t h i s p a r t of each s i t e . 

Jus t as the development of permanent a g r i c u l t u r a l 

se t t lements was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the l a t e r years of the 

Roman p e r i o d , so was cave l i f e amongst the Br igantes . I n 

t h e i r e a r l i e r , nomadic mode of existence^ I r o n Age or e a r l y 

Roman f i n d s are scarce indeed; and the only instances which 

can be c i t e d - a t Bishop Middieham and Warton Crag - do not 

show t h a t profuseness of u t e n s i l s and other m a t e r i a l which 

so cnarac te r izes V i c t o r i a and Dowkerbottom. Moreover, bo th 

of the former l i e on the e x t e r n a l f r i n g e s of B r i g a n t i a . I n 

west Y o r k s h i r e , the centre of t u r b u l e n t p o l i t i c s , cave l i f e 

was not favoured u n t i l more peacefu l cond i t i ons p r e v a i l e d . 

Far f rom being the abode of a f e a r f u l refugee p o p u l a t i o n , 

there can be no ques t ion tha t cave d w e l l i n g was a normal 

f e a t u r e of r u r a l l i f e , and tha t w i t h the development of 

p e a c e f u l cond i t i ons l o c a l l y i t advanced s t e a d i l y i n f avou r . 

^ YAJ, x x x i v , 121-2. 
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The Roman occupation of B r i t a i n d id not make any 

immediate impression upon the a g r i c u l t u r a l methods i n use 

i n the n o r t h . While Ourwen has shown t h a t a g r i c u l t u r e was 

p r a c t i s e d to a va ry ing extent a l l over England i n the l a t e 

N e o l i t h i c pe r iod and the Bronze Age,^ on e x i s t i n g evidence 

we must conclude t h a t the C e l t i c Brigantes were p r i m a r i l y 

a nomadic or a t l e a s t a pa s to r a l t r i b e , as t h e i r mountain 

o r i g i n would lead one to expect. There i s no evidence f o r 

the pre-Roman occupation of the v i l l a g e s of the Yorkshi re 

dales so f a r excavated. The tardy improvements e f f e c t e d by 

the Roman occupat ion i n t h i s sphere were never, indeed, very 

grea t . While t h i s was p a r t l y due to the e x c e p t i o n a l l y un ru ly 

temper of the na t i ve popu la t i on , i t must a lso be recognised 

t ha t the Romans were l i t t l e i n advance of the C e l t i c t r i b e s 

of Gaul and southern B r i t a i n i n a g r i c u l t u r a l technique. 

The f a c t t h a t the f i e l d s were a c t u a l l y used f o r the 

c u l t i v a t i o n of g r a i n i s shown by the f r equen t occurrence of 

implements connected w i t h t h i s work, A complete i r o n 

s i c k l e was found i n the Grassington enclosures ,^ wh i l e 

p o r t i o n s of s i m i l a r s i c k l e s have occurred at S e t t l e . 

R a i s t r i c k s ta tes t ha t the type i s d e f i n i t e l y l a t e r than 

the Ea r ly I r o n Age s i c k l e s of the south, which tends to 

c o n f i r m the presumption tha t e x p l o i t a t i o n of arable l a n d 

d i d not s e r ious ly begin i n B r i g a n t i a u n t i l some time a f t e r 

1 A n t i q u i t y , i , 261. 
2 YAJ, x x x i v , 129, and F i g . I V , 5. 
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the f i r s t Roman occupat ion of tha t area. R a i s t r i c k also 

bel ieves tha t a few i r o n po in t s represent tne remains of 

shoes of f o o t ploughs or hoes. 

(Querns, or g r a i n ruboers, u sua l l y of the "beenive" type, 

are a common f e a t u r e of a l l s i t e s . More i n t e r e s t i n g are the 
T 2 

g r a i n p i t s of the type described by Diodorus-^-aait Strobe, 

e v i d e n t l y used f o r storage purposes, sucn as tna t found i n 

pennyoent G i l l i n the upper Sk i r face v a l l e y i n 1937,^ and 

p a r a l l e l e d elsewhere, as f o r example at Park Brow and Cissbuxy 

i n Sussex. A few ears of wheat from Upton are preserved i n 

tne S e t t l e Museum. 

The c h i e f l y pas to ra l character of B r i g a n t i a may be 

i n d i c a t e d by tne f a c t t na t Roman garr isons were compelled 

to c u l t i v a t e t n e i r own f i e l d s ; at Housesteads, c u l t i v a t i o n 

te r races - botn h o r i z o n t a l and up and down the slope - have 

oeen l a e n t i t i e c as Roman. Moreover, tae bronze moael of 

a p loughing teain f rom p ie rcebr idge i nd i ca t e s tha t i n the 

extens ive v icus nere a g r i c u l t u r e was an important occupation. 

Pernaps tne same cond i t ions e x i s t e d i n the v i c i of f o r t s 

elsewhere, before the l o c a l popu la t ion adopted a more s e t t l e d 

fo rm of ag ; r i cu l tu re . 
1 V, 21. 
2 I V , 201. 
3 YAJ, x x x i v , 131, and F i g . I . 
4 A r c h . , i x v i , 1 f f . ; Ant. J . , x i , 26. 

5 AA4, i x , 225-6, x i , 186. 
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Oollingwood has distinguished"^ between the open f i e l d s 

of the v i l l a s , each of which was economically an E i n z e l h o f , 

or i s o l a t e d farmhouse, and the small enclosed ones of the 

v i l l a g e s . He has app l i ed to B r i t a i n the theory of Marc 

Bloch^ which ascr ibes tne d i f f e r e n c e between the long narrow 

s t r i p and the smal l rectangular enclosure to the use of 

d i f f e r e n t types of plough. The caruca. or wheeled p lough, 

Was too long to De turned q u i c k l y , and hence the ploughman 

was encouraged to draw a long fu r row. The small rec tangular 

p l o t s were made by a short wheellees plough, the aratrum, 

which, ploughing l e s s deeply and tu rn ing more ea s i l y on 

narrow headlands, enabled cross-ploughing i n rec tangular 

p l o t s , which would ensure be t t e r c u l t i v a t i o n . This i s the 

type which i s represented on the Piercebr idge s t a t u e t t e . 

The aratrum was probably i n common use f o r a considerable 

time i n Roman B r i t a i n before the wheeled plough was i n t r o ­

duced. The term caruca, o r i g i n a l l y meaning a ca r r i age , 

was not appl ied to a plough by c l a s s i c a l authors ; thus 

Gow has shown3 t ha t i t i s h i g h l y improbable tha t V e r g i l t s 

plough was wheeled. Moreover, as Orwin has r ecen t ly 

p o i n t e d ou t , "the e lder P l i n y , w r i t i n g i n the f i r s t cen tury 

A.D», speaks of the a d d i t i o n o f wheels t o the plough as a 

^ ^ S , i , 210-11. 
^ Les Caraot^res o r ig inaux de l * h i s t o i r e r u r a l e franc^aise, 51-7. 

3 Journa l of H e l l e n i o Studies^ x x x i v , 274. 
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novelty invented by the Rhaeti, who c a l l e d the implement 
plaumoratm (Nat. H i s t , x v i i i , 4 8 ) . The device, he says, 
was a recent one, and obviously i t had not been adopted by 
the Romans i n his day. Nor do wheels appear as pa r t s of 
any of the ploughs portrayed on t h e i r coins, vases, r e l i e f s , 
e t c . N o r i s i t c o r r e c t to emphasize any imagined 
s u p e r i o r i t y possessed by the wheeled plough over i t s wheelless 
counterpart as regards depth of ploughing. The former has 
no greater penetrating power thaui the l a t t e r ; i n f a c t , the 
wheelless plough i s s t i l l i n common use on some of the 
heaviest clay lands i n England as w e l l as on the thinn e r 
s o i l s . "The advantage of the wheeled plough i s not t h a t 
i t can undertake heavier work, but t h a t i t enables the 
ploughman more r e a d i l y to c o n t r o l the depth of his ploughing. 
The p r o v i s i o n of wheels was not i n i t s e l f an e s s e n t i a l feature 
f o r s t r i p ploughing on the v i l l a estate; any more developed 
type of aratrum or swing-plough than was commonly used i n 
B r i t a i n , equipped w i t h c o u l t e r and mould-board, would have 
been equally e f f i c i e n t . These improvements were, i n f a c t , 
soon introduced,3 and by the f o u r t h century A.D. a type of 
aratrum was i n use on f l a t land which could throw the s o i l 
i n t o ridges w i t h i n t e r v e n i n g furrows i n t o wnich the water 
could d r a i n . 4 
^ The Open F i e l d s , IO-I4. 
2 i b i d . 
3 Varro, Res Rusticae, i , 29, 8 2; P l i n y , Nat. H i s t 

x v i i i , g 180. """" ' ' 
4 p a l l a d i u s , De A g r i c u l t u r a l i , 42. 
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For the rocky s o i l s of the pennines, however, the most 
p r i m i t i v e type of aratrum was o f t e n a l l t hat was required, 
or indeed e f f e c t i v e . Similar types, which merely scratch 
tae s o i l , producing a few inches of f i n e mould upon which the 
corn seed was broadcast, are s t i l l i n use on s i m i l a r land -
instajice the caschrom i n Skye, and an Arab plough of the 
present day."^ To physiographical as w e l l as p o l i t i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n s must be ascribed much of tne r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
the overwhelming predominance of v i l l a g e as opposed t o v i l l a 
a g r i c u l t u r a l economy. 

As t o the question of the ownership of v i l l g i g e land, one 
can only conjecture. There i s no general i n d i c a t i o n of s o c i a l 
d i s t i n c t i o n w i t h i n each v i l l a g e , thougn Oollingwood fancies he 
detects some such i n d i c a t i o n s w i t h a petty chief i n h a b i t i n g 
the l a r g e s t hut i n the v i l l a g e , at Ewe Close i n Westmorlstnd. 
I t i s possible t h a t a s t r e t c h of communal land was d i v i d e d 
i n t o small f i e l d s and parcelled out among the v i l l a g e r s , on 
l i n e s resembling the medieval open-field system; but of the 
method of allotment we know nothing. 

The s c a r c i t y of v i l l a s i n the n o r t h meant t h a t a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l development was very r e s t r i c t e d . The v i l l a g e r s lacked 
the accumulation of c a p i t a l which was so necessary f o r the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of reforms. Following the Roman occupation, too. 
I t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t any s e t t l e d communities which may have 
1 Orwin, op c i t . , Plates 5 and 6. 
2 Economic Survey, 87; 0Ŵ > x x x i i i , 202. 
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e x i s t e d would continue t o be property-owners; they probably 
became c o l o n i , t h e i r lands being confiscated as p a r t of the 
imp e r i a l estates, or perhaps, i n tne more c i v i l i s e d regions, 
absorbed i n the estates of villa-owners. The personal 
c o n d i t i o n of the n a t i v e s became incre a s i n g l y s e r v i l e , 
resembling t h a t of the serfs i n the Midale Ages.i This 
l o s s of economic freedom must have oeen even more irksome 
than the loss of p o l i t i c a l l i b e r t y , and i t helps to e x p l a i n 
the persistence of B r i g a ^ t i a n r e v o l t s i n s p i t e of continued 
f a i l u r e s . But personal servitude meant decreased oppor­
t u n i t i e s f o r r e v o l t , which eventually ceased altogether. 
The more fo r t u n a t e and i n f l u e n t i a l tribesmen doubtless 
r e t a i n e d or acquired v i l l a s f o r themselves, i n which a 
considerably greater degree of romanisation than i n the 
v i l l a g e s i s evident. Others stayed i n the towns and 
gradually f e l l i n completely w i t h Roman ways of l i v i n g . 
I t was probably these growing d i f f e r e n c e s i n economic 
status and c u l t u r e which d i d most to snap the bonds which 
had u n i t e d the Br i g a n t i a n t r i b e i n resistance t o f o r e i g n 
invasion, and made class d i s t i n c t i o n s eventually appear 
more important than those of race. 

^ Rostofitzeff ( s o c i a l & Economic Hi s t o r y , 209, 212) says th a t 
B r i t a i n was not a land »of peasants and small p r o p r i e t o r s . • 
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( v ) Native Strongholds and Dykes. 
"Diverse h i l l e t t e s cast up by hand, and many diches 
Thes dikes and h i l l e s were a campe of men of warre, 
except men might t h i n k they were of r u i n s of some o l d 
towne,'* - Lei and, i v , 27-

IN view of the r e p u t a t i o n of the Brigantes as a w a r r i o r t r i b e , 
the subject of t h e i r m i l i t a r y f o r t i f i c a t i o n s i s of p a r t i c u l a r 
i n t e r e s t . The s t r i k i n g feature r e s u l t i n g from a perusal of 
previous commentaries on the subject i s the apparent absence 
of such evidences of warlike propensities. When Elgee 
states"^ t h a t '»the most outstanding f i e l d a n t i q u i t y of the 
Early i r o n Age i n Southern England, the more or less c i r c u l a r 
or oval h i l l - f o r t , i s rare i n Yorkshire," there i s no dissen­
t i e n t voice. Yet the density of a native population i s 
f r e q u e n t l y judged by the number of these earthworks; thus 
the density of h i l l - f o r t s i n the Lothians has been taken t o 
i n d i c a t e a concentration of population i n tne region of Dere 
St r e e t , 2 while on the other hand Willoughby Gardner remarks 
t h a t tne lack of such f o r t i f i c a t i o n s t e s t i f i e s to the s p a r s i t y 
of population i n west Lancashire i n the I r o n Age and Roman 
periods, 3 

Examined from a more p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t of view, the 
same r e s u l t s occur. south-west B r i t a i n i s t h i c k l y d i s ­
t r i b u t e d w i t h h i l l - f o r t s whose chief common c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

1 Arch. Yorks., 117-
2 Ant. J., x i i i , 8-12. 
3 VQH Lanes. , i i , 514-
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i s the inturned entrance. These reach north-eastwards i n t o 
Shropshire and Cheshire, while i n southern Scotland the type 
recurs i n profusion. But of these f o r t s w i t h inturned 
entrajaces, which have Deen proved to De, i n the south-west., 
l i n k e d w i t h the I r o n Age B c u l t u r e , none i s marked on Miss 
C h i t t y s map as i d e n t i f i e d i n any of the s i x Northern Counties. 
I n c e r t a i n p a r t s of t h i s area, such absence i s explicable. 
Strong h i l l - f o r t s of the type of T i t t e r s t o n Clee, St. 
Catherine's H i l l (Winchester), and Maiden Castle (Bickerton) 
are a sign of a developed t r i b a l organisation. From other 
evidence, we know t h a t Cumberland, Westmorland axid Lancashire 
n o r t h of the Sands formed a regional Dackwater which had not 
a r r i v e d at t h i s stage of development. ^ NOrth-east Yorkshire 
( o r , t o adopt Elgee's convenient a p p e l l a t i o n , Blackamore), 
was i n l i k e condition.-^ The remainder of east Yorkshire, 
occupied by the P a r i s i i , was w e l l acquainted w i t h I r o n Age B 
c u l t u r e , which had reached an advanced stage of development 
there; but the P a r i s i i were a small and peaceful people who 
appear t o have concentrated on economic improvements rat h e r 
than on p o l i t i c a l r i v a l r y w i t h other t r i b e s . Indeed, 
occupying as they d i d the f e r t i l e grouna of Holderness ana 
P i c k e r i n g , and cut o f f from t h e i r western neighbours by the 
n a t u r a l b a r r i e r of the Vale of York swamps, there was l i t t l e 
^ Fig. 2. 
2 p p . i r 3 - ^ . 
^ pp.15?-5. 
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incitement t o indulge i n m i l i t a n t p u r s u i t s . 
The Brigantes, however, were i n d i f f e r e n t case. 

E t h n i c a l l y p a r t of the complex Late Bronze Age exodus 
from Central Europe, t h i s had not prevented them from 
absorbing some of the l a t e r influences of the i r o n Age 
which came t o B r i t a i n . No doubt tnese contacts, evidenced 
by the adoption of a currency based on that of the south­
eastern coTinties, and occasional f i n d s such as the c h a r i o t -
b u r i a l eind associated mat e r i a l at Stanwick, and the C e l t i c 
hoard at Fremington Hagg, furnished a stimulus to the 
development of Br i g a n t i a n t r i b a l organisation. I t i s 
ther e f o r e clear t h a t the Brigantes were acquainted w i t h 
the I r o n Age peoples and t h e i r metnods of l i v i n g . When, 
i n a d d i t i o n , these f o r t s of s i m i l a r type are found i n 
Scotland, i t must be assumed t h a t the Brigantes were aware 
of t h i s form of more advanced m i l i t a r y technique, and would 
adopt i t i f occasion warranted. 

At t h i s p o i n t i t i s necessary t o review the evidence 
fu r n i s h e d by f i e l d - w o r k , before attempting t o r e l a t e i t to 
the h i s t o r i c a l s i t u a t i o n . The blankness of Miss Chitty<s 
map i s not q u i t e preserved, f o r the western entrance to the 
h i l l - f o r t of Ingleborough c l o s e l y resembles the simplest 
type of the c l a s s i f i e d l i s t of inturned entrances publishea 
i a the report on excavations at St. Catherine's H i l l , 
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Winchester. Furthermore, the oval h i l l - f o r t of Wincobank, 
which i s associated w i t h the formidable and extensive 'Roman 
Rig' i n south Yorkshire, undoubtedly has an outturned 
entrance t o i t s north-east side ( F i g . 1 5 ) - None of t h i s 
type i s f i g u r e d elsewhere i n England, but Miss Ch i t t y marks 
fou r i n the Lowlands of Scotland. This i l l u s t r a t i o n of a 
connection of the m i l i t a r y engineering methods of the 
Brigantes w i t h those of tne Lowland t r i b e s i s es p e c i a l l y 
i n t e r e s t i n g when Venutius' a l l i a n c e w i t h a northern people 
i s recalled.-^ 

Elsewhere i n B r i g a n t i a , however, generally speaking the 
h i l l - f o r t s are of a much cruder type. Exceptions must be 
made t o sucn a g e n e r a l i s a t i o n ; l a t e r occupation adaptation 
of the defences of c e r t a i n s i t e s , such as Almonabury (Figs. 
8-10), has renderea observation of such p r i n c i p l e s impossible 
w i t h o u t the a i d of excavation, and i n t h i s connection the 
forthcoming- excavations on Castle H i l l are of p a r t i c u l a r 
i n t e r e s t . Stanwick, too, i f i t s I r o n Age character be 
admitted, i s an oppidum on a scale quite d i s t i n c t i v e and 
exceptional i n the north, being p a r a l l e l e d r a t h e r by the 
Belgic s i t e s of Verulamium and Maiden Castle (Dorset) than 
by the more purely m i l i t a r y defensive h i l l - f o r t s of the 
south-west. Perhaps, too, the s l i g h t tendency to an 
inward curve on the south side of Far Gregory, near 

p. 45 •p-r 
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Grassington, may i n d i c a t e an I r o n Age B i n f l u e n c e . 
Against t h i s , must "be noted the d e f i n i t e l y simple forms 
of entrance - merely a lareak i n the defences - on imposing 
s i t e s l i k e C a s t e r c l i f f (Oolne) and Gayles (North Yorks), 
whose a t t r i b u t i o n t o our p e r i o d i s , however, much less c e r t a i n . 

The modified evidence i s , nevertheless, p e r f e c t l y 
consistent w i t h the h i s t o r i c a l development of B r i g a n t i a . 
I n the f i r s t place, i t mtist "be i n s i s t e d t h a t the number of 
h i l l - f o r t s i n a given area i s "by no means a relia"ble index 
t o t h e p o p u l a t i o n of t h a t area; what i t does i n d i c a t e i s 
the extent t o which t h a t population i s sul)-divided i n t o 
groups who f e a r the a t t a c k s of nelgh^bouring people. Where 
t r i b a l o r g a n i s a t i o n i s on a l a r g e scale, the expectation i s 
r a t h e r of a comparatively few f o r t s , evenly d i s t r i b u t e d f o r 
the p r o t e c t i o n of each d i s t r i c t , but each of them on a l a r g e 
scale. The Brigantes are s t a t e d by Tacitus t o have been 
*the most populous t r i b e i n the whole of B r i t a i n ' ; ' ' and 
though h i s statement may not be l i t e r a l l y accurate, t h e i r 
e xtent, at l e a s t , i s confirmed by Ptolemy,^ and t h e i r power 

i s i n d i c a t e d by the influence they exerted on Roman p o l i c y 
3 

before Vespasian, and the stout resistance put up t o 
C e r i a l i s * war of conquest.^ The i n d i c a t i o n s are, then, 

Agric. , x v i i 
2 p. 53 
3 p.117 
^ A g r i c . , x v i i 
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that the powerful Brigantes would have l i t t l e need of a 
large number of h i l l - f o r t s , e laborately defended, such as 
were necessary to smaller t r i b e s wno were i n constant close 
contact w i t h other m i l i t a r i s t peoples. 

Early B r i g a n t i a n r e l a t i o n s witn Rome i n d i c a t e t h a t t h i s 
t r i b e had, i n f a c t , few d i r e c t connections w i t h the south­
west. There was no attempt at an a l l i a n c e w i t n any of tne 
t r i c e s t o the south, or i n Wales, ag'ainst the Romans. 
B r i g a n t i a acted throughout independently. Some c u l t u r a l 
contact w i t h I r o n Age B races was i n e v i t a b l e , but i t s paucity 
i s confirmed by t h i s aloofness. B r i g a n t i a ' s connection w i t h 
the northern t r i b e s was much more in t i m a t e , and i n c i d e n t a l l y 
supplies a f u r t n e r argument f o r regarding the Brigantes as an 
e a r l i e r immigrant people than the P a r i s i i . The p a r a l l e l 
between Wincobank<s outturned entrance and those of the 
Lowlands of Scotland, i n d i c a t i n g a common engineering 
technique ( o r perhaps the c o n s t r u c t i o n a l design was imported 
by those a l l i e s who helped to guard the f r o n t i e r against 
C e r i a l i s ) , i s confirmed by the l i t e r a r y record of Venutius' 
nortnern a l l i a n c e . I t i s not unreasonable to suppose t h a t 
together they preyed on the weaker Lowland t r i b e s who 
( s i g n i f i c a n t l y ) o f f e r e d no opposition t o the i n i t i a l Roman 
occupation, and l a t e r regarded Rome i n the l i g h t of a 
p r o t e c t o r . While B r i g a n t i a was too large t o be attacked 
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w i t h impunity by tne smaller triDes who had pushed t h e i r way 
t o her soutaern f r o n t i e r , that s t a t e i n t u r n must have 
p r e f e r r e d to confine i t s a c t i v i t i e s to the e x p l o i t a t i o n 
of more backward peoples whose m i l i t a r y technique was not 
nearly so advanced. 

B r i g a n t i a thus never experienced the necessity of 
adopting more advanced methods of f o r t - b u i l d i n g i m t i l i t 
was too l a t e . Cartimandua*s p o l i c y of c o n c i l i a t i o n w i t h 
Rome enhanced the f e e l i n g of security f o r a time. The 
i n a i c a t i o n s of more advanced ideas revealed at Ingleborough 
and Wincobank may perhaps best be ascribed t o the l a t e r 
period iinder the undivided sovereignty of Venutius; but 
u n t i l O e r i a l i s ' s w i f t and unexpected onslaught, the i n i t i a t i v e 
l a y w i t h the Brigantes, and the necessity f o r highly-developed 
defences on tne more n o r t h e r l y s i t e s must have seemed remote. 

So f a r as can be judged, l a c k i n g adequate evidence from 
excavation, Ingleoorough i s the only h i l l - f o r t known t o have 
been permanently occupied. Perhaps t h i s exception may be 
due t o i t s f e l i c i t o u s state of preservation; but i t i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t i t i s also the only s i t e r evealing, i n i t s 
elaborate stone w a l l ( P l . IV) and inturned entrance, advanced 
ideas of defence. I f i t were indeed the Rigodunum of the 
Brigantes, tae r o y a l residence would go f a r t o explain i t s 
exceptional features, and i t i s reasonable to expect the 
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excavations at Almondbury, which has yielded a hoard of 
Bri g a n t i a n coins, to produce remains of a s i m i l a r character. 
Generally speaking, however, Brigantian f o r t s were constructed 
f o r a temporary defensive purpose, as R a i s t r i c k ' s explorations 
on Far Gregory have indicated. No pottery f i n d s , and no 
d e f i n i t e remains of hut-foundations have come to l i g h t on 
the earthworks of Warton Crag, C a s t e r c l i f f , or Addleborough, 
though a l l have c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s which p r o v i s i o n a l l y favour 
an I r o n Age date of construction. Indeed, the existence of 
such s i t e s i n close r e l a t i o n to known areas of native 
settlement i s an outstanding feature of those d i s t r i c t s 
w i t h i n B r i g a j i t i a n t e r r i t o r y w i th which the w r i t e r i s most 
i n t i m a t e l y acquainted. This connection has already been 
discussed from another angle;-^ but i t i s important to 
emphasize i t here, because i t shows that while the Brigantes 
were not s u f f i c i e n t l y assured of peace to l i v e e n t i r e l y 
unprotected, the refuge which may occasionally have been 
sought i n a b e t t e r defensive p o s i t i o n than was occupied by 
t h e i r normal dwelling-places was never of long duration. 
During the Roman period of occupation, of course, f o r t i f i ­
c a t i o n of such positions would be forbidden; but the 
negative evidence indicates t h a t , u n l ike Ingleborough and 
the h i l l - f o r t s of Wales and the Marches, w i t h most Brigantian 
f o r t r e s s e s previous permanent occupation was also unknown. 
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This s t r a t e g i c r e l a t i o n s h i p between s i t e s of n a t u r a l 
defensive p o s i t i o n and native settlements i s extremely 
valuable, f o r i t supplies t h a t presumption of an. i d e n t i c a l 
p e r i o d of use which even excavation might f a i l t o produce 
on a s i t e not permanently occupied. The connection i s 
equally valuable i n other respects, f o r i t may w e l l a f f o r d 
a clue t o the date and purpose of some of the l i n e a r 
intrenchments i n the area. 

I n one case, at l e a s t , the r e l a t i o n s h i p of the intrench-
ment t o a native settlement i s d i r e c t . At Park Rash, near 
K e t t l e w e l l , a plateau of well-drained land, which s t i l l 
r e t a i n s patches of short t u r f against the encroachment of 
heather, i s protected on the south side by a rampart which 
runs f o r about a mile along the edge of a n a t u r a l sharp 
d e c l i v i t y ( F i g . 17). At the f o o t of the l a t t e r , the earth 
has been cleared out t o form a rough d i t c h some 15-3O f e e t 
broad, w i t h a counterscarping bank (Figs. 18-19). The 
s i g n i f i c a n t f e a t u r e i s the presence of the remains of a 
dozen h u t - c i r c l e s v i s i b l e i n one sector j u s t behind the 
p r o t e c t i n g rampart; furthermore, the huts are associated 
w i t h small rectangular enclosures. T y p o l o g i c a l l y , both 
the hutment foundations and the adjacent f i e l d s are s i m i l a r 
t o those hut-and-croft settlements d i s t i n g u i s h e d elsewhere 
i n west Yorkshire whose date has been established by 
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excavation. The plateau i s here protected on one side only, 
which i n d i c a t e s t h a t defence against a planned attack which 
might e x p l o i t other avenues of approach was not considered 
necessary. 

I n Swaledale a double l i n e of intrenchment appears t o 
have guarded the eastern approach to the v a l l e y ( P I . V) 
At Premington, j u s t west of which place the mouth of 
Arkengarthdale gives access t o the n o r t h , a u n i v a l l a t e 
rampart, w i t h a d i t c h on the east, i s s t i l l traceable 
covering the v a l l e y at i t s narrowest and most defensible 
p o i n t (Pig. 25)• At High Premington the dyke i s d e f i n i t e l y 
associated w i t h a n a t i v e settlement of t y p i c a l C e l t i c form 
(Pigs. 2 6 - 8 ) . About a quarter of a mile behind i t , t o the 
west, a s i m i l a r dyke inins down Harkerside towards the r i v e r 
(P i g . 2 2 ) , and the l i n e can be picked up again North of the 
A r k l e . This dyke, which the accompanying plan shows t o be 
r e l a t e d t o the more e a s t e r l y l i n e , i s p a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy 
because i t forms a continuation of an intrenchment along the 
east side of Harker H i l l which bears a s t r i k i n g resemblance t o 
t h a t a t Park Rash. There are, i t i s t r u e , no v i s i b l e 
remains of occupation on Harker Top as at Park Rash. I t 
i s , however, s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t h i s f l a t h i l l - t o p , guarded 
on the south side by a n a t u r a l g h y l l , commands the earthwork 
o f Maiden Castle which l i e s on the slope of Harkerside but 

p. 270 f f . 
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300 yards behind ( i . e . to the west of) the dyke which runs 
down from the east face of Harker. I f Speight's statement 
i s c o r r e c t , i t s Roman or (probably) pre-Roman o r i g i n obtains 
some co n f i r m a t i o n from the f a c t that "Mr. 0. A. Robinson, of 

Reeth, had a Roman coin (now i n the York Museum) which was 
picked out of the s o i l of t h i s intrenchment where i t crosses 
Fremington Edge.""^ Furthermore, Whitaker records t h a t four 
brass c e l t s were dug up near i t i n or about 1785> apparently 
(from the 0, S. 6 i n . map) where the earthwork runs past 
Draycott H a l l . Further evidence of native occupation i s 
provided by the Whitaside enclosure, also protected by these 
intrenchments, and c e r t a i n l y by the h i g h l y i n t e r e s t i n g C e l t i c 
hoard of f i b u l a e , harness, and other u n i d e n t i f i e d pieces 
recorded from F r e m i n g t o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , arrow-heads and 
a stone plough'* are i n D a r l i n g t o n Museum, found here and 
presented by Mr, Tom ward.^ The two f o r t i f i e d mounds on 
the north bank of the Swede, quarter inch east of the f i r s t 
l ong dyke, cannot be assumed to have any connection w i t h 
these defences; recent excavation revealed only evidence 
of medieval occupation.^ 

Eleven miles east of the swaledale intrenchments runs 
scots Dyke, whose s i g n i f i c a n c e would appear to be dependent 

Richmondehire, 222. 
2 p. fil4-7. 
3 p. 409-10. 
4 p o n t e f r a c t , S^aledale, 153. 
5 Appendix B, s. v. 
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upon t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n assigned t o the Stanwick earthworks, 
w i t h which i t seems to be iDeyond reasona^ble doulDt associated 
( P l . VI)« This connection i s clear from MacLauchlan* s map, 
the r e s u l t o f a c a r e f u l survey of the remains as they 
e x i s t e d 90 years ago. Attempts to i d e n t i f y Scots Dyke 
as a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the C a t r a i l of the Lowlands, and Black 
Dyke of Northumherland,'' are too c o n j e c t u r a l to mer i t f u r t h e r 
consideration. 

Stanwick i t s e l f , covering an area of some 800 acres, i s 
such a formidable enclosure (Figs. 11-12) t h a t the great 
i m p l i c a t i o n s of accepting i t as representing a B r i g a n t i a n 
oppidum have tempted several antictuaries t o evade t h a t 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y by seeking an a l t e r n a t i v e explanation o f i t s 
purpose. Elgee's suggestion t h a t i t i s a medieval deer-
park must he summarily discounted. Even disregarding the 
remains associated w i t h the enclosure, the Norse d e r i v a t i o n 
of the name Stanwick (*Stone w a l l s ' ) and the nearby *Ald-

2 

borough*, which most probably r e f e r t o the earthworks, 
render a medieval o r i g i n h i g h l y u n l i k e l y . 

I f a m i l i t a r y purpose can be assumed, the immense 
extent o f rampart to be defended betokens t r i b a l c o n d i t i o n s , 
and t h a t on a large scale. 

Much has been made of the f a c t t h a t the l a t e C e l t i c 
1 e.g. Wooler, PSM^, ii, 64-76; and Clarkson, Richmond. 

344-5 
^ PNHRY> 296-7 
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hoard of armour aj:id horse-trappings, possibly the remains of 
a c h a r i o t - b u r i a l , ^ occurred (according t o Maclauchlan) outside 
the rajmparts. The presiimed association w i t h the enceinte 
does not, however, appear t o be g r e a t l y affected thereby. 
Other and less famous f i n d s are equally s i g n i f i c a n t . 
MacLauchlan records '»a bronze s p i r a l a r m i l l a , p a r t of a 
f i b u l a found near the church, and two or three c e l t s ; the 
two former objects are probably l a t e Roman, the l a t t e r 
B r i t i s h . " The present whereabouts of these f i n d s i s 
unknown; but Late Bronze Age weapons are s t i l l preserved 
which are known t o come from w i t h i n the ramparts,^ and thus 
a f f o r d valuable confirmation of the presumption of Br i g a n t i a n 
occupation there. 

On the other hand, there i s also a good case f o r assuming 
t h a t Stanwick and Scots Dyke were i n use i n the Dark Ages. 
A bronze buckle of Dark Ages or pagan Saxon date from 
Stanwick i s i n the B r i t i s h Museum.^ Oatraeth, t h a t northern 
kingdom of the Dark Ages, has usually been i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 
O a t t e r i c k , suid boundary dykes of t h i s period are common. 

There i s , then, some evidence f o r the connection of 
Stanwick w i t h two d i s t i n c t periods of occupation; and t h i s 
presumption i s i n f a c t borne out by an examination of the 
defences. At two points i n p a r t i c u l a r - on the south side, 

Appendix A, s. v. 
^ Arch, J., v i , 337-9-
3 p. 505. 
4 Ant. J. , x i , 128. 
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said around Henah H i l l on the north east - a d u p l i c a t i o n of 
the rampart seems c e r t a i n , while f u r t h e r complications appear 
t o be associated w i t h the pre-Norman church and the c i r c u l a r 
walled churchyard. N a t u r a l l y , f i n a l proof i s impossible 
w i t h o u t excavation; but the available evidence seems to 
j u s t i f y the t e n t a t i v e assumption of a f i r s t B r i g a n t i a n 
foundation, followed (whether or not separated by a long 
d e s e r t i o n i n the Roman period) by a reoccupation and 
adaption of the defences i n the Dark Ages. This explajiation 
leaves open the date of construction of Scots Dyke, which may 
q u i t e w e l l have been b u i l t t o incorporate i n i t s l i n e of 
defence the earthworks already i n existence at Stanwick. 

Roman Rig, the great rampart which i s traceable, w i t h 
i n t e r m i s s i o n s , between Wincobeink and Mexborough i n south 
Yorkshire, i s also associated with a possible B r i g a n t i a n 
f o r t r e s s . Excavation at Wincobank (Figs. 15-16) has 
established i t s pre-Romsui o r i g i n , i f nothing more d e f i n i t e ; ^ 
and while the absence of evidence f o r permanent occupation 
i s consistent w i t h previous observations on t h i s subject, 
the presence of axi outturned entrance may w e l l i n d i c a t e 

B r i g a n t i a n adaptation of tne s i t e , i f not o r i g i n a l con-
2 

s t r u c t i o n by tnem. The l i n e of tiae Rig i s admirably 
s u i t e d f o r defence against the south-east; i t keeps on 
^ Appendix A, s. v. 
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the n o r t h side of the Don v a l l e y , on the opposite side of 
which r i v e r was the Roman f o r t of Templebrough,whose early 
establishment independently suggests that i t should toe 
i n t e r p r e t e d as an outpost on the Brig a n t i a n f r o n t i e r . " ^ 

^ p. 161-2. 
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( v i ) Industry and Trade. 

THE most .important i n d u s t r i a l product of the northern 
pennines i n the Roman period was undoubtedly lead. Lead 
mining i s d e f i n i t e l y a t t e s t e d north of the n o n - t r i b a l 
Derbyshire region as early as tne seventh consulship of 
Domitian, whose stamp occurs on a pig of lead from the 
Greenhow H i l l mines of Nidderdale, e v i d e n t l y l o s t on 
HayShaw Moor i n the process of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to the 
c a p i t a l at Aldborough, and perhaps thence f o r export from 
Brough-on-Humber. Between Grassington and pateley Bridge -
i n the same l o c a l i t y - a l a t e r pig of Trajan i s recorded.-^ 
Further north, at Hurst i n Swaledale, tne mines were being 
worked under Hadrian, f o r a pig beaming the i n s c r i p t i o n 
ADRIAN was found when miners broke through i n t o old workings 

" e x a c t l y s i m i l a r to those of the Roman mines at Golgofau, 
2 

near Lampeter, South Wales, and at Shelve, Shropshire,^*' 
Moreover, as R a i s t r i c k has pointed out, the name of the 
»Auld Gang* mines between Swaledale and Arkengarthdale 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t to the Saxon or Anglian s e t t e r s i n the s i x t h 
and seventh c e n t u r i e s , t n i s group of mines was already old. 

The two main Brigantian mining centres appear to have 
enjoyed a p a r t i c u l a r importance. Largely because of the 
1 Newcomen SQC. Trans., v i i , 81, 
^ itoi£. ( R a i s t r i c k ) , 
3 i b i d . 
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abundance of the ore, Roman mining r a r e l y progressed beyond 
*open-cast» working; the elder P l i n y , indeed, s t a t e d t h a t 
B r i t i s h lead was so p l e n t i f u l t h a t some r e s t r i c t i o n of 
production had to be enforced;^ possibly i t was thought 
necessary to r e s t r i c t the production of s i l v e r , which might 
otherwise f l o o d the market and cause disastrous i n f l a t i o n . 
No doubt much of t h i s work went on i n the pennines i n 
a d d i t i o n t o the main centres of the industry. The p r a c t i c e 
of d r i v i n g l e v e l s or adits was only occasionally pursued, 
and no instances of timbering are known from B r i t a i n . At 
Shelve, i n Shropshire, however, the trenches f o l l o w i n g the 
veins reached a considerable depth, up to 50 f e e t , and i t i s 
evident t h a t the same plan was pursued i n Swaledale, The 

o l d working i n which the p i g of lead was found was probably 
p 

a true a d i t , as was the Jackass Mine at Greenhow H i l l ; and 
the r a r i t y of t h i s development c l e a r l y emphasizes the 
importance of these s i t e s as productive centres. At 
Grassington, on the other hand, the known workings were 
a l l shallow; the period i s w e l l a t t e s t e d by the Samian 
ware i n the accompanying debris. At both Greenhow H i l l 
£uid Hurst, as w e l l as at Shelve and the Mendips, oak spades 
or shovels have been found which were used i n loading the 
^ Nat. H i s t . , XXXIV, x v i i , I&4. 
^ Newcomen Soc. Trans., v i i , 83. 
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ore i n t o baskets which were then taken away f o r washing 
and smelting. The Greenhow H i l l spade i s now i n the 

2 

Craven Museum a t S e t t l e . 
•Hushing* has throughout several centuries been the 

common method of obtaining lead ores from surface deposits 
i n Swaledale; and i t i s probable t h a t the same method would 
be p r a c t i s e d by the Romans, i f not introduced by them. 
Pliny3 gives a d e s c r i p t i o n of very s i m i l a r methods, i n v o l v i n g 
the damming up and sudden release of water, and the physio-
g r a p h i c a l conditions there described correspond c l o s e l y to 
those of the Yorkshire dales. I n p a r t i c u l a r , the method 
i s economical, and i s used extensively over areas permeated 
by a niimber of poor veins. 

While d e s i l v e r i z a t i o n was unknown i n B r i t a i n before the 
Romaji period, t h i s was evid e n t l y one of the ch i e f objects of 
Roman e x p l o i t a t i o n , ^ The process adopted was t h a t of 
c u p e l l a t i o n . 

Comparing tne weight of the Romaji pigs w i t h those of 
the present day, approximately 176it l b s . , R a i s t r i c k considers 
t h a t the proportions i n d i c a t e '*an unbroken t r a d i t i o n from the 
Roman occupation to the present day:"^ thus the Hayshaw Moor 
pigs were approximately 175 VOB. , and those from Greenhow and 
Hurst 85 and 170 lbs. re s p e c t i v e l y . ^ W h i t t i c k , Newcomen Soc. Trans., x i i , 59. 
2 Appendix A, S.V. 
3 IPC, c i t . 
4 W h i t t i c k , i b i d . , 73. 
5 Newcomen Soc. Trans., v i i , 82. 
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I t seems cle a r from the epigraphic evidence of the 
pigs of lead t h a t the organisation of lead mining i n 
B r i g a n t i a , as opposed t o t h a t i n Derbyshire, was d i r e c t l y 
c o n t r o l l e d by the state. There i s no i n d i c a t i o n of the 
p r a c t i c e of s u b - l e t t i n g or co n t r a c t i n g i n the northern 
groups of mines. The d i v i s i o n appears to f a l l between 
the B r i g a n t i a n t r i b a l area and the n o n - t r i b a l area of 
Brough; but any p o l i t i c a l or ad m i n i s t r a t i v e reason f o r 
t h i s i s not r e a d i l y apparent. Perhaps the d i s t i n c t i o n 
lapsed a f t e r the f i r s t h a l f of the second century when 
i m p e r i a l stamps on pigs of lead cease t o appear. Small 
producers would scarcely go to the a d d i t i o n a l t r o u b l e and 
expense of having each product stamped with t h e i r own name, 
I t i s easier to ascribe t h i s absence of evidence to the 
cessation of state c o n t r o l than t o the general abandonment 
of lead mining throughout t h i s extensive area. 

The mining of i r o n does not appear to have been 
o f f i c i a l l y organized, probably on account of i t s p l e n t i f u l 
supply nearer Rome, noticed by Pliny. The a u x i l i a r y 
regiments probably worked s u f f i c i e n t f o r t h e i r own needs, 
as w i t h lead mining and other i n d u s t r i e s ; the garrisons 
of f o r t s must f r e q u e n t l y have been almost s e l f - s u f f i c i n g . 
I n some areas, at l e a s t , the work was thoroughly organized 

^ iQc. c i t . 
^ Gf. e.g.. May, Tempiebroup;h, 55-8. On the subject of 

associated f i e l d s and food supply c f . Oollingwood 
Econ. Survey, 54*5• — * 
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and the products went to a c e n t r a l s t a t i o n f o r r e d i s t r i b u t i o n . 
Brough, i n Westmorland, acted as such a depot, and ajuongst 
the consignments i t received were lead and (probably) s i l v e r 
from Whitley Castle.-^ But the great resources of the n o r t h 
were never seriously e x p l o i t e d , the B r i t i s h i n d u s t r y concen­
t r a t i n g i n the Weald and the Forest of Dean. 

Goal was c e r t a i n l y known to the Romans, and was stored 
i n several f o r t s , m i l e c a s t l e and t u r r e t s along the Wall -
notably at Housesteads, where "nearly a c a r t load" was found 
i n tne south guard-chamber of the east gate,^ and at south 
Shields.^ I t was occasionally used i n mining operations.'^' 
The abundance of wood f u e l , however, rendered the demand f o r 
coal of an exceptional r a t h e r than a general character, and 
there i s no d e f i n i t e evidence that i t s e x p l o i t a t i o n assumed 
any development beyond the use of outcrops, though a RomaJi 
date has been assumed f o r some old shafts at Benwell.5 

Many of the peasants were doubtless pressed i n t o service 
to a s s i s t i n the working of the lead and i r o n mines through­
out B r i g a n t i a . Calgacus* speech a f f o r d s a s t r i k i n g reference 

b 
t o the early incidence of t h i s s o r t of forced labour. 
Conditions v a r i e d tnroughout the Empire, but i n some of the 
worst cases the labourers, whether condemned c r i m i n a l s , slaves, ^ Richmond, CŴ  x x x v i , 104-lb. 
2 Bruce, Guide to the Roman Wall (1853), 119-
3 Arch. , x l v i , 170. 
4 W h i t t i c k , Newcomen Soc. Trans. , x i i , 62. 
5 Horsley, BR., 209; Bruce, Roman Wall (ed. 18b7), 118. 
^ Agric., x x x - x x x i i . ' 
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or l o c a l peasants, were lodged underground and had t o l i v e 
and work i n f e t t e r s . 

During the early part of the Roman occupation, a t any 
r a t e , mining was o f f i c i a l l y c o n t r o l l e d and most of the north 
was probably i n m i l i t a r y hands. The bronze-working i n d u s t r y 
was more l o c a l i z e d ; i t must have been very common and have 
ex i s t e d i n most towns of any size. I n B r i g a n t i a proper 
there i s no important manufacturing s i t e , but on i t s outer 
f r i n g e s brooch-making c e r t a i n l y developed i n the settlements 
around the f o r t s of Brough-under-Stainmore, Kirkby Thore,-^ 
and Stanwix,4 near C a r l i s l e . This occupation i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n t e r e s t i n g because i t was one of the chie f means whereby 
C e l t i c a r t was able to give i t s e l f expression and so survive, 
though much corrupted by Roman influence ana the attempt to 
combine two fundamentally d i f f e r e n t conceptions of a r t and 
design. I n d i v i d u a l types continued to f l o u r i s h u n t i l the 
middle of the second century, but subsequently i t becomes 
i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t to d i f f e r e n t i a t e between bronzes of 
the same common type a l l over tne country. As the Brigantes 
g r a d u a l l y cease t o be p o l i t i c a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e , t h i s submergence 
of i n d i v i d u a l i t y i s r e f l e c t e d i n the development of t h e i r a r t . 

I n t e r n a l trade i n Roman B r i t a i n was at f i r s t c h i e f l y 

c a r r i e d on i n the forum of the nearest town. But i n the 

1 Davies, Roman Mines i n Europe, 14 f f . 
2 OWi, x x x i , 81 f f . 
3 ROHM Westmorland. 145; Arch., x x x i , 275-88. 
4 cwi, x x x i , by f f ; Ant, j . . x i 37. 
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country, and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the no r t h where communications 
were so d i f f i c u l t , there must have been small l o c a l markets 
where people could meet and exchange t h e i r goods,-*- Only 
by some such explanation can one account, f o r example, f o r 
the d i f f u s i o n of Samian ware throughout the na t i v e v i l l a g e s . 
Following the p a r t i a l decay of the towns i n the t h i r d century, 
though the countryside becaine more prosperous than ever, the 
need f o r such p e r i o d i c a l meetings would g r e a t l y increase; 
and i t i s l i k e l y t h a t some of our old f a i r s were i n existence 
and used f o r t h i s purpose i n Roman times. Oollingwood, f o r 
instance, remarks: "A German scholar [Drexel ] has pointed 
out t h a t old-established f a i r s of the present day are of t e n , 
i n h i s own country, held on s i t e s which have been used i n 
the same way ever since Roman times; and i t i s tempting t o 
conjecture t h a t Stagshaw Bank Fa i r , held on Dere Street 
j u s t south of the Wall, i s the l i n e a l successor of the 
market where traders from the unconquered n o r t h sold the 

goods t h a t they had brought past the customs-house at 
2 

Portgate." I n Roman times, the f a i r s were probably 
held near some m i l i t a r y s t a t i o n so t h a t an eye could be 
kept open t o prevent suspicious conferences being held which 
might lead t o a r i s i n g . Brough H i l l F a i r , held near the 
f o r t of Brough-under-Stainmore, and Askrigg H i l l F a i r , near 
the f o r t of Bainbridge i n Wensleydale, are examples of time-1 c f . such a s i t e at Woodeaton, (Oxon.y7 JRS, x x i , 101-9. 
2 OHE, i , 245. 
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honoured f a i r s f u l f i l l i n g t h i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n which spring 
to mind. Brough H i l l Fair i s s t i l l held i n the September 
of each year. On the subject of i t s antecedents, John 
Hodgson»s remarks may be of p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e : " a l l 
kinds of merchandise are brought t o i t , and a prodigious 
q u a n t i t y of c a t t l e , horses and sheep ... I n c a s t i n g up the 
new turnpike road over B r o u g h - h i l l , were found i n a d i r e c t 
l i n e , and at equal distance, three secures, or hatcnes of 
the ancient brass. "-̂  I n the Roman period, moreover, Brough 
was c e r t a i n l y a highly important o f f i c i a l t r a f f i c centre. 
Bainbridge, too, was the obvious f o c a l point f o r the commerce 
of the north Yorkshire d a l e s . M a n y f a i r s probably had a 
pagan o r i g i n which began w i t h r e l i g i o u s r i t e s connected w i t h 
the worship of the dead i n the Bronze Age; l a t e r , gajnes came 
to be associated w i t h the r e l i g i o u s ceremonial, and f i n a l l y 
trade was introduced. With the coming of C h r i s t i a n i t y the 
r e l i g i o u s element faded out, leaving us w i t h trade and gajnes • 
a phase w e l l represented i n English medieval f a i r s . Now the 
business side has p r a c t i c a l l y disappeared - though Brough 
H i l l F a i r and Stagshaw Bank Fair, portgate, are notable 
exceptions t o t h i s , and so was Askrigg u n t i l i t s abandonment 
at the end of l a s t century - and we are l e f t w i t h the merry-
go-rounds- of the present day. Perhaps i t i s only the r e a l l y 

1 Westmorland, v o l . xv. Beauties of England and Wales, p t . i i . 
2 ow2, x x x v i , 104-16 (Richmond). ^ 
3 p.243-5-
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ancient f a i r s which have retained the business element t o 
any great extent. 

The f a c t of these f a i r s being held on h i l l s i s 
extremely i n t e r e s t i n g ; p r e h i s t o r i c trackways f r e q u e n t l y 
meet on a h i l l where Bronze Age b u r i a l s often took place. 
St. Ann's.Hill, W i l t s h i r e , where the Tan H i l l F a i r i s held, 
i s a case i n p o i n t . T h u s there i s a connection between 
the place where ceremonial r i t e s f o r the dead were held, 
and the most convenient meeting-place f o r trade, at the 
j u n c t i o n of the communicating roads from a l l p a rts of the 
d i s t r i c t . The preservation of the word »hill» i n the naines 
of Brough H i l l Fair and Askrigg H i l l F a i r , t h e r e f o r e , each 
the most renowned f a i r i n i t s d i s t r i c t , argues s t r o n g l y i n 
favour of t h e i r pagan o r i g i n . 

Though many f a i r s must have o r i g i n a t e d i n connection 
w i t h the c e l e b r a t i o n of C h r i s t i a n f e s t i v a l s , i t thus appears 
l i k e l y that the i n s t i t u t i o n i t s e l f cannot be said t o have a 
purely C h r i s t i a n o r i g i n , as some w r i t e r s have argued, but 
dates back t o pagan times, probably the Bronze Age, and was 
i n great demand during the Roman occupation. 

But i n between the p e r i o d i c a l f a i r s there was s t i l l 
scope f o r trade i n t h i s w i l d h i l l - c o u n t r y , and the occasional 
requirements of d a i l y l i f e were s a t i s f i e d by t r a v e l l i n g 
t i n k e r s who went pack on back from v i l l a g e t o v i l l a g e and 
1 Dexter, The Pagan Origin of Fa i r s , 20, § 30. 



315. 

town t o town l i v i n g from hand to mouth on the small p r o f i t s 
gained i n each day»s journeying. At Andover i n Hampshire 
has been found a hoard of broken fragments of swords and 
spearheads, which must have f a l l e n from the pack of some 
wandering pedlar as he floundered through the marshes of a 
stream at exactly the point where i t i s crossed by an 
undoubted ancient trade-route."^ The pottery trade may also 
have r e l i e d considerably upon t h i s method of d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

The external trade can scarcely have been as great as 
the i n t e r n a l , though many of the products of Brigantian mines 
were undoubtedly exported i n the Roman period. There may 
also have been some external trade between the Briga n t i a n 
kingdom and the Continent during the former's independence; 
but i n general, Brigantian c u l t u r e was a gradual i n t e r n a l 
development, and i t i s tnerefore probable tnat commerce 
shared the same l i m i t a t i o n s . The Brigantian coinage, f o r 
instance, was copied from the issues of the Eastern CouPxties; 
there would therefore appear to have been comparatively 
l i t t l e d i r e c t commercial contact w i t h Graul. 

On the whole, the economic l i f e of the Brigantes, both 
before and during the Roman period, must have been charac­
t e r i s e d by the p r i m i t i v e element to a very great extent, 
though at Aldborough and i n tne more accessible regions 

1 Crawford, Man and his Past, 144-5-
2 Sumner, New Forest pottery Sites, 82. 
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of the countryside, Roman influence produced a considerable 
improvement i n the degree of c i v i l i s a t i o n of the n a t i v e 
people. I n many places, even amongst the h i l l s of the 
Pennines, the discovery of mineral wealth meant the 
e x p l o i t a t i o n of those d i s t r i c t s to an extent which can 
scarcely have been surpassed u n t i l the I n d u s t r i a l Revolution 
of modern times. I n t h i s sense, though the p a s t o r a l or 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l i f e of the native inhabitants was never 
s e r i o u s l y a l t e r e d by Roman e x p l o i t a t i o n , B r i g a n t i a gave 
i n d i c a t i o n of i t s p o t e n t i a l development i n t o "the I n d u s t r i a l 
North" of the d i s t a n t f u t u r e . 
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V I I . ART, LANGUAGE, RELIGION. 

1 ( i ) Art. 

IN the sphere of a r t , C e l t i c craftsmanship was undoubtedly 
vigorous and active . The chief feature was the concentration 
on beauty of l i n e and design f o r i t s own sake. I t was seen 
at i t s best i n the engraved bronze m i r r o r s of which the best 
examples come from B i r d l i p and Desborough. C e l t i c a r t was 
ab s t r a c t , Roman Imperial a r t n a t u r a l i s t i c . The coming of 
Rome unfo r t u n a t e l y meant t h a t an attempt was made t o combine 
C e l t i c s t y l e w i t h c l a s s i c a l motives, which r e s u l t e d i n 
f a i l u r e . I n the Highland zone the e f f e c t of romanization 
was not s e r i o u s l y f e l t f o r some time; moreover, the C e l t i c 
n o r t h had developed a s t y l e of i t s own, less d e l i c a t e and 
more vigorous than tnat of the south. Coilingwood says 
t h a t " i n B r i g a j i t i a and i n Scotland C e l t i c a r t i s more l i k e 
modelling and less l i k e draughtsmanship; forms are plump 
and s o l i d , r e c a l l i n g those of early La T^ne work on the 
Continent; and i t i s thanks to the heritage of what Lees 
has c a l l e d tne northern »bosst s t y l e t h a t the bronze-workers 
of those parts made, i n the early second century, so many 
brooches d i s t i n g u i s h e d at once f o r s o l i d i t y and elegance, 
and the greatest genius of them a l l , applying La Tene 

WSmaxi B r i t a l h , 67-73 , lyr Cmingwood, i n DHg7' 1, H7-&0-
ana m Arch. , i x x x , 37-58 (Romano-Celtic^rt i n Northimbria) 
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p a t t e r n s to a Roman type of brooch, produced at some time 
not l a t e r than the f i r s t century what S i r Arthur Evans once 
c a l l e d »the most f a n t a s t i c a l l y b e a u t i f u l c r e a t i o n t h a t has 
come down t o us from a n t i q u i t y , ' the gold f i b u l a found at 
the Roman f o r t of Aesica. 

But the La T^ne t r a d i t i o n , even i n B r i g a n t i a , could not 
survive the degrading e f f e c t of the i l l - f a t e d union w i t h 
Roman ideas of a r t . Here and there i n the second century 
some unconventional treatment of a conventional Roman motive 
reveals the triumph of C e l t i c a r t i s t i c s p i r i t over d i f f i c u l ­
t i e s ; but these instances are rare. Only i n the decoration 
of brooches, found p r i n c i p a l l y i n Northumberland and Westmorland 
i s there a continuous t r a d i t i o n behind the facade of romaniza-
t i o n . To the layman, at any r a t e , Romano-Celtic a r t , which 
was l o c a l i s e d , according to Kendrick and Hawkes,^ i n B r i g a n t i a , 
was w i t h a few outstanding exceptions d e f i n i t e l y second and 
sometimes t h i r d class. I t i s i n d i c a t i v e of the demoralizing 
e f f e c t of Roman influence t h a t not u n t i l a f t e r the Roman 
per i o d d i d C e l t i c a r t begin to revive; yet though the C e l t i c 
craftsman has i n the meantime f o r g o t t e n much of r e a l value, 
"he has preserved i n t a c t the i d e a l of a symbolic a r t , and i s 
able at l a s t t o begin again the task of r e a l i s i n g i t . 

^QHE, i , 257. 
2 Archaeology i n England and Wales, 276-7-
3 Collingwood, OHE, i , 26O. 
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(11) Language, 

The Brigantes were c e r t a i n l y a C e l t i c race. This i s 
evident both from t h e i r own name and from the place-names 
which they bestowed, some of the most important have been 
preserved by Ptolemy."^ Apart from these, i n the North 
Riding there survive B r i t i s h names such as Alne and Leeming • 
o l d r i v e r names; Grayke - r e f e r r i n g t o the p r e c i p i c e on 
which the v i l l a g e was b u i l t ; Dinnand and p e n h i l l - naines 
of h i l l s ; while Gatterick i s the only s u r v i v i n g name of a 

2 
B r i t i s h inhabited settlement i n the North Riding. From 
Lancashire^ may be quoted Colne, a B r i t i s h river-name; 
Werneth, i d e n t i c a l w i t h the Gaulish Vernetum, derived from 
verno-: »alder. » Walton (as i n Walton-le-Dale} s i g n i f i e s 
the tun of the Britons; and several other examples could be 
adduced. Their d i s t r i b u t i o n affords some i n d i c a t i o n of the 
c h i e f centres where the B r i t i s h population survived during 
the Anglian invasions; one such area ( A l t , Chadderton, 
Hanging Chadder, Glodwick, Werneth, and the streajn-names 
Beal, I r k and Tame) must have been the h i l l y d i s t r i c t east 
and south-east of Manchester. 

Both Peake'^ and Elgee^ advance a strong case f o r the 
^ p.114. 
^ Smith, PNNRY, s.v. 
3 Ekwall, PNL, s. v. 
^ The Bronze Age and the C e l t i c World. 
5 Early Man, 225. 
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b e l i e f t n a t t h e l a n g u a g e o f t he B r i g a n t e s was a t one t i m e 

G a e l i c , The B r i g a n t e e w e r e L a t e B r o n z e Age i n v a d e r s who 

a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d a b r a n c h i n s o u t h - e a s t I r e l a n d ; and s i n c e 

n o B r i t i s h o r p l a n g u a g e was known i n I r e l a n d , E l g e e a r g u e s 

t h a t t h e o r i g i n a l i n v a d e r s o f B r i t a i n as w e l l as I r e l a n d 

mus t have been G a e l i c C e l t s . B u t t h o s e B r i t i s h p l a c e -

names w h i c h have s u r v i v e d t h e w h o l e s a l e s u b s t i t u t i o n o f 

Saxon and D a n i s h names i n t h e n o r t h show c l e a r l y t h a t i n 

l a t e r t i m e s , p r o b a b l y d u r i n g t h e Roman o c c u p a t i o n , t h e y 

w e r e s p e a k i n g B r i t i s h . The change , i t i s s u g g e s t e d , must 

h a v e been b r o u g h t a b o u t a t t h e same t i m e as L a Tene c u l t u r e 

was g r a d u a l l y a s s i m i l a t e d f r o m the more r e c e n t l y - a r r i v e d 

B r i t i s h s p e a k i n g P a r i s i i i n t h e e a r l y I r o n Age: *»Such 

l a n g u a g e changes are f a m i l i a r i n h i s t o r y , and as t h e 

d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n G a e l i c and B r i t i s h a re so s m a l l , t h e 

t r a j i s i t i o n f r o m one t o t h e o t h e r w o u l d have been e a s y , 

e s p e c i a l l y as B r i t i s h s p r a n g oat o f an a n c i e n t Q l anguage . ""^ 

E l g e e p o i n t s t o t h e s u r v i v a l o f t h e G a e l i c name G a l a t o n 

( o r G a l a c u m ) , w h i c h he b e l i e v e s may be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 

L a n c a s t e r , as an i n d i c a t i o n t n a t G a e l i c e l e m e n t s s u r v i v e d 

i n n o r t h - w e s t L a n c a s h i r e - a r e g i o n f a r removed f r o m B r i t i s h 

i n f l u e n c e - i n t h e second c e n t u r y A . D , T h i s , h o w e v e r , i s 

t h e o n l y exa juple o f a G a e l i c p l ace -name d e f i n i t e l y d a t e a b l e 

t o Roman t i m e s , because o f t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 

i b i d . 
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o t h e r s i n t r o d u c e d by t h e G a e l i c - S c a n d i n a v i a n s . M o r e o v e r , 

as t h e l a n g u a g e c h a n g e d , so m i g h t p l a c e - n a m e s e q u a l l y w e l l 

become B r i t i s h u n d e r t he i n f l u e n c e o f l a t e r B r i t i s h - s p e a k i n g 

i n h a b i t a n t s . 

The t h e o r y i s an a t t r a c t i v e one, and may w e l l r e p r e s e n t 

a f s i i r l y a c c u r a t e p i c t u r e o f t h e a c t u a l s t a t e o f a f f a i r s . 

I t i s weakened , however, by t h e t e n d e n c y o f r e c e n t r e s e a r c h 

t o d i s c o u n t a l t o g e t h e r t he supposed p and (J d i s t i n c t i o n 

b e t w e e n t h e t w o f o r m s o f t h e C e l t i c t o n g u e . The t r u t h 

as t o w h e t h e r such a change o f Is inguage d i d t a k e p l a c e w i l l 

p r o b a b l y n e v e r be known. What does appea r c e r t a i n , f r o m 

t h e e v i d e n c e o f s u r v i v i n g p l a c e - n a m e s , i s t h a t d u r i n g t h e 

f i n a l c e n t u r i e s o f t h e B r i g a n t i a n o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e n o r t h , 

t h e B r i t i s h t o n g u e was g e n e r a l l y s p o k e n . 

( i i i ) R e l i g i o n . 

The Romans i n t e r f e r e d w i t h t h e economic l i f e o f t h e i r 

s u b j e c t p e o p l e s t o a v e r y g r e a t e x t e n t ; and c o n s e q u e n t l y 

i t comes i n t h e n a t u r e o f a s u r p r i s e t o o b s e r v e t h e t o l e r a n c e 

w i t h w h i c h t h e y r e g a r d e d n a t i v e r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s , and even 

a d o p t e d them t h e m s e l v e s . The o f f i c i a l c u l t o f t h e Romans 

w a s , o f c o u r s e , t h e w o r s h i p o f t h e Empero r , w h i c h s e r v e d t o 

d e v e l o p a s p i r i t o f l o y a l t y . B u t u n t i l she embraced 

C h r i s t i a n i t y , Rome was d e v o i d o f r e a l r e v e r e n c e f o r a n y t h i n g 

^ c f . C o l l i n g w o o d , OKE, i , 261-73. 
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w h i c h l a i d c l a i m t o d i v i n i t y and she p a i d l i p - s e r v i c e , 

t h r o u g h h e r s o l a i e r s , t o h u n d r e d s o f p e t t y l o c a l d e i t i e s 

a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d . H a v i n g no s p i r i t u a l c o n v i c t i o n s o f 

h e r own, she t r e a t e d a l l r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s f r o m a p u r e l y 

c o n t r a c t u a l p o i n t of v i e w ; i f t o t o l e r a t e o r even e n c o u r a g e 

t h e c u l t o f some l o c a l \ i n i m p o r t a n t god w o u l d coBclliate t h e 

n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n , she was p r e p a r e d t o do so w i t h o u t r e s e r v e ; 

i f , on t h e o t h e r hand , a r e l i g i o n was so p o w e r f u l as t o have 

p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e s w h i c h were h o s t i l e t o t h e Roman p o w e r , 

t n e n i t was r u t h l e s s l y and m e r c i l e s s l y sta;nped o u t . Thus 

D r u i d i s m was one o f t he s t r o n g e s t o f t h e f o r c e s b e h i n d t h e 

s p i r i t e d o p p o s i t i o n t o Rome b o t h i n G a u l and B r i t a i n ; s e c r e t 

s o c i e t y methods a re h a r m f u l t o the a u t h o r i t y o f any o r g a n i s e d 

f o r m o f g o v e r n m e n t ; and r e a l i s i n g t h a t i t s c o n t i n u e d e x i s t e n c e 

c o u l d n o t be r e c o n c i l e d w i t h t he Roman i m p e r i u m w h i c h i t 

d e f i e d , Rome s u p p r e s s e d i t h a r s h l y and t h o r o u g h l y . The 

n e c e s s i t y f o r t h e c o m p l e t e e x t i r p a t i o n o f D r u i d i s m was a 

p o w e r f u l m o t i v e p r o m p t i n g t h e i n v a s i o n o f B r i t a i n , i t s r e a l 

home; and i t w i l l be n o t e d t h a t S u e t o n i u s P a u l i n u s h a s t e n e d 

t o a t t a c k t h e I s l e o f A n g l e s e y , i t s l a s t r e t r e a t , as soon as 

he p o s s i b l y c o u l d ; so eage r was he , i n d e e d , t h a t he was 

a l m o s t c u t o f f and t h e Roman power a n n i h i l a t e d in t h e 

B o u d i c c a n r e v o l t o f A . D , b l . A g r i c o l a ' s f i r s t c a r e , t o o , 

on a r r i v i n g i n B r i t a i n , was t o c o m p l e t e t h e c o n q u e s t of t h e 
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I s l e o f Anglesey . -^ 

The o b j e c t o f t h e r e l i g i o u s d e v o t i o n s o f t h e B r i g a n t e s , 

t r o u b l e s o m e t h o u g h t a e s e p e o p l e w e r e , e v i d e n t l y d i d n o t come 

w i t n i n t h e sajne c a t e g o r y as D r u i d i s m . The c u l t o f B r i g a n t i a 

was a c t u a l l y a d o p t e d b y b o t h t h e s o l d i e r y and o t h e r Roman 

o f f i c i a l s o f h i g h s t a n d i n g ; and t h e w o r s h i p e x t e n d e d 

t n r o u g h o u t t n e m i l i t a r y r e g i o n o f H a x i r i a n ' s W a l l , as t h e 

d i s t r i b u t i o n o f a l t a r s t o t h e goddess shows. 

The B i r r e n s a l t a r , w i t h i t s w i n g e d and armed f e m a l e 

f i g u r e , i s t h e o n l y r e a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e goddess 

t h a t we p o s s e s s , f o r t h e s c u l p t u r e d f i g u r e s on t h e C o r b r i d g e 

a l t a r do n o t appear t o have any s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e t o B r i g a n t i a , 

who i s o n l y one o f t h r e e o b j e c t s o f t n e d e d i c a t i o n . The 

i n s c r i p t i o n r e a d s : *To e t e r n a l J u p i t e r D o l i c h e n u s and t o 

c e l e s t i a l B r i g a n t i a and t o H e a l t h ioT p o s s i b l y S a f e t y ) , 

G a i u s J u l i u s A p o l i n a r i s , c e n t u r i o n o f t n e s i x t h l e g i o n , 

d e d i c a t e s ( t h i s a l t a r ) as b i d d e n ( b y t n e g o d s ) - ^ The w o r d 

C a e l e s t i s p r o b a b l y m e r e l y means » c e l e s t i a l , * t h o u g h i t i s 

j u s t p o s s i b l e t n a t we have h e r e an example o f t h e way i n 

w h i c h l o c a l d e i t i e s were f r e q u e n t l y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h b e t t e r -

known Roman g o d s . Q a e l e s t i s was t n e L a t i n name o f an o l d 

C a r t h a g i n i a n d e i t y , T a n i t , and unde r t h a t name she was 

w o r s h i p p e d b o t h i n Roman A f r i c a and t o some e x t e n t i n I t a l y ; 

A g r i c . , x v i i i . 

2 o f . t h e C a s t l e s t e a d s a l t a r , d e d i c a t e d by a p r o c u r a t o r . 
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1 b u t h e r c u l t does n o t seem t o o c c u r n o r t h o f t h e A l p s . 

As f a r as can be j u d g e d f r o m t h e i r s t y l e , as w e l l as 

f r o m g e n e r a l h i s t o r i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , t he m a j o r i t y o f t h e 

d e d i c a t i o n s t o B r i g a n t i a , s c a t t e r e d f r o m t h e s o u t n e r n p e n n i n e s 

t o H a d r i a n ' s W a l l , b e l o n g t o the t h i r d c e n t u r y . 

I t was i n the r e g i o n o f H a d r i a n ' s W a l l i n p a r t i c u l a r t h a t 

numerous l o c a l c u l t s were f o s t e r e d . C e l t i c r e l i g i o n , f a r 

f r o m b e i n g p e r s e c u t e d , a s s e r t e d i t s e l f s t r o n g l y . There was 

no q u e s t i o n o f r o m a n i z a t i o n ; i t was a c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n 

t h e g a r r i s o n and the n a t i v e s i n w h i c h t h e C e l t t o o k t h e l e a d . 

I t i s t r u e t h a t a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e known d e d i c a t i o n s 

t o l o c a l d e i t i e s were s e t up by t he s o l d i e r y ; b u t t h i s i s 

due t o t h e f a c t t h a t i m r o m a n i z e d n a t i v e s c o n t i n u e d t o w o r s h i p 

i n t h e i r own way i n w h i c h t h e e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e i r b e l i e f s i n 

e p i g r a p h i c r e c o r d s had no p l a c e . Ah i m p o r t a n t e x c e p t i o n I s 

t h e a l t a r f r o m t h e Tyne v a l l e y s e t up i n the second c e n t u r y 

b y t h e c u r i a o f t h e T e x t o v e r d i ; i t i s d e d i c a t e d t o a 

goddess wh6se name, t h o u g h n o t q u i t e l e g i b l e , appear s t o 

be S a i t a d a , t h e ' l a d y o f g r i e f . ' " ^ 

There a re many a l t a r s o f t h i r d c e n t u r y d a t e e r e c t e d t o 

a god a p p a r e n t l y c a l l e d V i t i r i s , t h o u g h h i s name i s s p e l t i n 

a m u l t i t u d e o f d i f f e r e n t f o r m s . He was p o p u l a r a l o n g t h e 

c e n t r a l p a r t o f H a d r i a n ' s Wall^ and h i s c u l t s p r e a d s o u t h w a r d s 

o f . H a v e r f i e l d , AA^, v i i , 17G-7. 
2 OHE, i , 266. 



i n t o Durham and Y o r k s h i r e . S e v e r a l o f t h e o t h e r c u l t s 

p o p u l a r w i t h t h e army, however , had t h e i r c e n t r e f a r t h e r 

w e s t , s p r e a d i n g i n t o Cumber land . I t i s c l e a r f r o m t h i s 

e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e n a t i o n a l w o r s h i p o f B r i g a n t i a had no 

more o f a monopo ly amongst t h e B r i g a n t e s t h a n had t h e 

o f f i c i a l E m p e r o r - w o r s h i p amongst t he Romans. N e i t h e r was 

a t a l l i n c l i n e d t o be m o n o t h e i s t i c . I f e i t h e r i n t r o d u c e d 

t h e o t h e r t o a new god , i t was a common p r a c t i c e t o i d e n t i f y 

i t w i t h one a l r e a d y f a m i l i a r ; t h u s we have t h e ca ses o f 

Mare B e l a t u c a d r u s , Mars C o c i d i u s , S u l M i n e r v a , and a l s o t h e 

p o s s i b l e case o f O a e l e s t i s B r i g a n t i a . Q u i t e f r e q u e n t l y t h e 

w o r d i n g o f an i n s c r i p t i o n o r the s p e l l i n g o f a name r e v e a l s 

c l e a r l y t h a t , as pe rhaps w i t h t he Longwood a l t a r , t h e Roman 

d e d i c a t o r was h o p e l e s s l y i g n o r a n t o f t h e r e a l c h a r a c t e r o f 

t h e C e l t i c d e i t y whom he p r o f e s s e d t o r e v e r e n c e . B u t t h a t 

was an u n i m p o r t a n t p o i n t . So l o n g as t h e m a t e r i a l d o m i n i o n 

o f Rome was n o t a f f e c t e d , r e l i g i o n m i g h t d e v e l o p as many 

f o r m s o f w o r s h i p as i t p l e a s e d , and l o c a l gods m i g h t become 

a l m o s t as numerous as p e b b l e s on the b e a c h ; so l o n g as t h e 

common r e l i g i o u s e l emen t be tween t h e s o l d i e r y and t h e n a t i v e s 

e x i s t e d , i t was i n d e e d a p r a c t i c a l a d v a n t a g e , f o r i t cemented 

t h e l o y a l t y o f t h e l o c a l t r i b e s t o Rome. 

The i n f l u e n c e o f pagan c u l t s upon l o c a l l i f e d i d n o t 

cease c o m p l e t e l y w i t h t h e coming o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , o r w i t h 
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t h e end o f t h e Roman o c c u p a t i o n . An o u t s t a n d i n g i n s t a n c e 

o f t h i s i s t h e way i n w h i c h t h e f a m i l i a r R o m a n o - B r i t i s h 

f i g u r e s o f t h e t h r e e M o t h e r - G o d d e s s e s , t h e Deae M a t r e s » 

may p e r h a p s be c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e t h r e e N o r n s o f German ic 

m y t h ; and t h e c o n c e p t i o n a l s o s u r v i v e s , t h o u g h i n a debased 

f o r m , i n t he t h r e e W i t c h e s o f M a c b e t h . Many o f t h e s u p e r ­

s t i t i o n s known t o l o c a l f o l k - l o r e must be d e r i v e d f r o m t h e s e 

i n n u m e r a b l e p e t t y c u l t s w h i c h f l o u r i s h e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 

t h e N o r t h o f B r i t a i n , i n Roman t i m e s . 

I n t h e f o u r t h c e n t u r y , f o l l o w i n g t h e l a s t p e r s e c u t i o n 

o f D i o c l e t i a n , C h r i s t i a n i t y t o o k a f i r m h o l d on B r i t a i n , 

I n t h e n o r t h , t o m b s t o n e s a r e f o u n d whose change o f d e d i c a t o r y 

p h r a s e shows t h a t C h r i s t i a n i n f l u e n c e s had p e n e t r a t e d t h e r e , 

as w e l l as i n t h e more c i v i l i s e d s o u t h . The s u b s t i t u t i o n 

o f H i e j a c e t and t h e l i k e f o r t h e o l d D i s Man ibue i s a 

r e l i a b l e t e s t i m o n y t o a C h r i s t i a n b u r i a l . A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

e v i d e n c e i s s c a r c e i n t h e n o r t h , t h o u g h t h e e x i s t e n c e o f 

a B r i t i s h c h u r c h a t E c c l e s h i l l i n L a n c a s h i r e a p p e a r s p r o b a b l e 

f r o m t h e d e r i v a t i o n o f t h e p l ace -name f r o m t h e B r i t i s h w o r d 

e c i e s , - a church;**" b u t b y t he b e g i n n i n g o f t h e t h i r d 

c e n t u r y T e r t u l l i a n c o u l d c l a i m t h a t p a r t s o f B r i t a i n w h i c h 

w e r e i n a c c e s s i b l e t o t h e Romans had been c o n q u e r e d by C h r i s t ; 

and t h i s seems t o i m p l y t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y had o b t a i n e d a h o l d 

o e y o n d t h e more r o m a n i s e d p a r t s and h a d s p r e a a i n t o t h e 

A p p e n d i x A, s. v . 
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h i g h l a n d zone. 

I n 314, a t any r a t e , t h e r e was a b i s h o p o f Y o r k , accom­

p a n i e d by t w o o t h e r b i s h o p s f r o m B r i t a i n , p r e s e n t a t t h e 

C o u n c i l o f A r i e s . Three b i s h o p s f r o m B r i t a i n a l s o a t t e n d e d 

t h e C o u n c i l o f A r i m i n u m i n 360; and p e r h a p s t h e y w e r e t o o 

p o o r t o t r a v e l a t t h e i r own expense , s i n c e t h e y a c c e p t e d t h e 

E m p e r o r ' s o f f e r t o have t h e i r expenses p a i d by t h e I m p e r i a l 

t r e a s u r y . 

A l t o g e t h e r , t he p o s i t i o n seems t o have been t h a t B r i t i s h 

C h r i s t i a n i t y , even i n t he n o r t h , was w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d and 

o r g a n i s e d i n t h e f o u r t h c e n t u r y , b u t t h a t i t was p o o r e r t h a n 

m o s t o f t h e p r o v i n c i a l c h u r c h e s i n t h e Roman E m p i r e . I t s 

h o l d was on t h e more i m p o v e r i s h e d s e c t i o n s o f t h e t o w n 

p o p u l a t i o n , w h i l e i t appea r s t o have been p r o g r e s s i n g s l o w l y 

b u t s u r e l y among the p e a s a n t r y . As y e t i t h a d f e w s u p p o r t e r s 

among t h e w e a l t h y t r a d e r s and v i l l a - o w n e r s . 

Paganism was f a r f r o m e x t i n g u i s h e d , h o w e v e r , and i n many 

c a s e s t h e C h r i s t i a n Church must have been c o m p e l l e d t o t o l e r a t e 

t h e r e t e n t i o n o f o l d s u p e r s t i t i o n s and c u s t o m s amongst t h e 

n e w l y - c o n v e r t e d p e a s a n t r y . We may i n s t a n c e t h e p r a c t i c e o f 

h o l d i n g f a i r s i n c h u r c h y a r d s , o f t e n on Sundays , w h i c h t h e 

c h u r c h d i d n o t a t t e m p t t o s u p p r e s s u n t i l Char lemagne f i r s t 

f o r b a d e i t on t h e C o n t i n e n t i n 789. The A n g l o - S a x o n w i t a n 

a t lso i s s u e d d e c r e e s a g a i n s t Sunday f a i r s . B u t Sunday t r a d i n g 
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was d i f f i c u l t t o e r a d i c a t e . Fo r e x a m p l e , " i t i s on r e c o r d 

t h a t a t Bury S t . Edmunds i n t he r e i g n o f J o h n , t h e Church 

moved t h e Sunday f a i r t o a w e e k - d a y , and was f i n e d f o r i t . " * l 

T o l e r a n c e i n e a r l y t i m e s was e v i d e n t l y a w i s e p o l i c y , f o r 

w h i l e t h e s e r e l i c s o f t h e o l d b e l i e f s r a p i d l y beca^ne m e a n i n g ­

l e s s and , t o t h e s i m p l e minds o f t h e p e a s a n t s , q u i t e h a r m l e s s , 

a c o m p l e t e b r e a c h i n d a i l y h a b i t s and modes o f w o r s h i p w o u l d 

n e v e r have been a c c e p t e d by the c o n s e r v a t i v e p e o p l e s o f t h e 

n o r t h e r n h i l l s and d a l e s . 

I t has o f t e n been supposed t h a t t h e C h r i s t i a n i t y o f 

Roman B r i t a i n d i s a p p e a r e d u n d e r t he f l o o d o f t h e b a r b a r i a n 

i n v a s i o n s ; b u t i n t he n o r t h , a t any r a t e , t h i s was n o t t h e 

ca se , B r i t i s h C h r i s t i a n s o f g r e a t p e r s o n a l i t y were a c t i v e 

a t t h e end o f t h e f o u r t h and d u r i n g t h e f i f t h c e n t u r i e s -

P e l a g i u s and F a s t i d i u s a b r o a d , t h e f o r m e r c a u s i n g g r e a t 

d i s t u r b a n c e i n t h e Church b y h i s p r o m u l g a t i o n o f h e r e t i c a l 

d o c t r i n e s ; and N i n i a n a t home, b o t h i n G a l l o w a y and i n t h e 

r e g i o n o f H a d r i a n ' s W a l l . C o l l i n g w o o d s a y s : " I t may have 

b e e n N i n i a n who d e s t r o y e d t h e l o c a l c u l t s o f t h e W a l l r e g i o n ; 

he c e r t a i n l y b l a z e d t h e t r a i l a l o n g w h i c h , i n t h e s e v e n t h 

c e n t u r y , I r i s h m i s s i o n a r i e s t r a v e l l e d f r o m l o n a t o t h e Tyne 

and Y o r k s h i r e . A t o m b s t o n e , p e r h a p s o f t h e l a t e f i f t h 

c e n t u r y , t o a C h r i s t i a n c a l l e d B r i g o m a g l o s ( t h e name i s 

g i v e n w i t h i t s C e l t i c t e r m i n a t i o n ) , f o u n d a t G h e s t e r h o l m 

1 D e x t e r , o p . c i t . , 35, 6 53-
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c l o s e t o H a d r i a n ' s W a l l , shows how t h i s e v a n g e l i z a t i o n o f t h e 

B o r d e r c o u n t r y made i t s mark i n t he v i l l a g e s t h a t s t i l l 

e x i s t e d on t h e s i t e s o f Roman f o r t s . ' ^ ^ 

B r i t i s h C h r i s t i a n i t y d i d n o t d i e o u t a t t h e end o f t h e 

Roman p e r i o d , i n t he b a c k w a t e r s o f t h e n o r t h e r n h i l l s , and 

m o u n t a i n s , w h i t h e r t h e B r i g a n t e s s t u b b o r n l y r e t r e a t e d and 

f o u g h t f o r t h e r i g h t t o s u r v i v e a l o n g w i t h t h e i r new n e i g h ­

b o u r s , t h e f l a m e was c h e r i s h e d and k e p t a l i g h t ; f l i c k e r i n g , 

i n d e e d , b u t r e a d y t o b u r n u p and shed a g l o w o f welcome t o 

A i d a n and h i s f e l l o w - m i s s i o n a r i e s f r o m I r e l a n d two h u n d r e d 

y e a r s l a t e r . 

^ oP ' c i t > , 310-11. 
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V I I I . CONCLUSION. 

SUCH was t h e fame o f t h e B r i g a n t e s i n Rome t h a t t h e i r name 

mus t f r e q u e n t l y have been u s e d as synonymous f o r B r i t o n s i n 

g e n e r a l . I n s t a n c e s o f t h i s p r o b a b l e m i s a p p l i c a t i o n v a r y 

f r o m Seneca ' s l i g h t r e f e r e n c e t o ' t h e b l u e - s h i e l d e d 

B r i g a n t e s ' i n h i s s k i t on C l a u d i u s , ^ t o t h e h i g h l y i m p o r t a n t 

passage i n P a u s a n i a s . These e a r l y r e f e r e n c e s t e s t i f y t o 

t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e i r t r i b a l power and o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

o v e r s h a d o w i n g t h a t o f l e s s e r p e o p l e s , r a t h e r t h a n i m p l y 

any l a c k o f d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r . From t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y 

A , D . , h o w e v e r , i t becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o f o l l o w 

t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e B r i g a n t e s as d i s t i n c t f r o m o t h e r B r i t i s h 

t r i b e s . The re i s no e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e second g r e a t 

d e s t r u c t i o n o f H a d r i a n ' s W a l l a r o u s e d any d e m o n s t r a t i o n 

o f a s u r v i v i n g s p i r i t o f i ndependence amongst t h e B r i g a n t e s , 

s u c h as i t seems p o s s i b l e t o d e t e c t f o l l o w i n g t h e f i r s t 

d i s a s t e r . I n c r e a s i n g r o m a n i z a t i o n i n e v i t a b l y meant an 

i n c r e a s i n g l y s t e r e o t y p e d c u l t u r e and t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f 

p e c u l i a r t r i b a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . The re i s no d e f i n i t e 

f i n i s h i n g - p o i n t f o r t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e B r i g a n t i a n t r i b e ; 

i t merges g r a d u a l l y and i m p e r c e p t i b l y i n t o t h e g e n e r a l 

h i s t o r y o f t h e n o r t h o f B r i t a i n . 

Any a t t e m p t t o p u r s u e t h e B r i g a n t e s f u r t h e r i n t o t h e 

1 ApOGQlocynt0sis, x i i . 
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m i s t s w h i c h o b s c u r e t h e c l o s i n g y e a r s o f t h e Roman o c c u p a t i o n 

m u s t be f r a n k l y c o n j e c t u r a l . W i t h t h i s i m p o r t a n t q u a l i f i c a ­

t i o n , g l i m p s e s o f l a t e r d e v e l o p m e n t s may p e r h a p s be c a u g h t 

h e r e and t h e r e . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e A r c a n i - t h e p e a s a n t 

m i l i t i a who b e t r a y e d the W a l l t o t h e P i c t s i n J>b3f and were 

s u b s e q u e n t l y d i s b a n d e d by T h e o d o s i u s ^ - were a s u b d i v i s i o n 

o f t h e B r i g a n t e s who s t i l l c h e r i s n e d s o m e t h i n g o f t h e a n c i e n t 

a n i m o s i t y t o w a r d s t h e d o m i n a n t power . P e r h a p s , t o o , t he 

name B e r n i c i a i s d e r i v e d f r o m t h e B r i g a n t e s ; ^ M y r e s has 

suggested-^ t h a t t h e name was t a k e n n o r t h f r o m D e i r a , t h e 

a r e a w h i c h had j ) r e v i o u s l y been t h e r e a l f o c u s o f t h e t r i b a l 

p o p u l a t i o n . B u t t he se t r a c e s a re e x t r e m e l y n e b u l o u s . The 

B r i g a n t i a n s t o c k a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y l i v e d on , i n t e r m i n g l i n g 

w i t h t h a t o f n e i g h b o u r i n g t r i b e s and i n v a d e r s ; b u t as a 

s e p a r a t e p e o p l e t h e B r i g a n t e s cease t o e x i s t by t h e c l o s e 

o f t h e Roman o c c u p a t i o n . " ^ 

R e l e n t l e s s p r e s s u r e f r o m the Roman a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 

m i l i t a r y machine had p r o d u c e d t h e i n e v i t a b l e r e s u l t u p o n 

t h e B r i g a n t e s . T h e i r open d e f i a n c e became more i n f r e q u e n t ^ 

and w i t h t he a d v e n t o f t h e ' g o l d e n a g e ' f o r t h e r u r a l 

p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e e a r l y f o u r t h c e n t u r y , i t m u s t have ceased 

t o be r e g a r d e d as an e s s e n t i a l f a c t o r i n d o m e s t i c p o l i t i c s . 

~ c f . B i r l e y , AA^^ i x , 2 1 ^ 

^ c f , C l a r k , Y A J , x x x i v , 8 2 , n . 7. 

3 OHE, i , 421. 
4 Though B r i t i s h t r i b a l g o v e r n m e n t o f a k i n d p r o b a b l y c o n ­

t i n u e d , w h i l e l a c k i n g a c o - o r d i n a t i n g f g r c e ; hence t h e 
i n v i t a t i o n s t o l e a d e r s o f p e r s o n a l i t y l i k e v o r t i R e r n . 
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Perhaps t h e B r i g a n t e s were a t l a s t b e g i n n i n g t o r e a l i s e 

t h e advan tages w h i c h t h e Pax Romana c o u l d a f f o r d , as 

compared w i t h t h e savage ry and d e s t r u c t i o n w h i c h a c c o m p a n i e d 

t h e b a r b a r i a n i n v a d e r s . I n any ca se , when , t o w a r d s t he end 

o f t h e f o u r t h c e n t u r y , t h e l a t t e r c l a m o u r e d e v e r more 

i n s i s t e n t l y a t t h e g a t e s o f t h i s n o r t h e r n o u t p o s t o f E m p i r e , 

t h e y f o u n d no g e n e r a l r e s p o n s e f r o m t h e B r i g a n t e s w i t h i n . 

H e n c e f o r t h t h e s t o r y o f t h e B r i g a n t e s i s e s s e n t i a l l y t h e 

same as t h a t o f o t h e r R o m a n o - B r i t o n s , f i g h t i n g a l o s i n g 

b a t t l e a g a i n s t t h e f r e s h , v i r i l e f o r c e s o f r e a c t i o n and 

b a r b a r i s m . 

I n t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e s t a n d a r d s of c u l t u r e and 

economic c o n d i t i o n s must r a p i d l y have been debased ; t h e 

chaos w h i c h i n t e r v e n e d be tween t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f Roman 

s u p e r v i s i o n and t h e d e s p e r a t e t e m p o r a r y r e v i v a l u n d e r 

A m b r o s i u s A u r e l i a n u s must have l a r g e l y d e s t r o y e d B r i t i s h 

c i v i c c o n s c i o u s n e s s . The v i l l a s y s t e m , too, b r o k e down; 

b u t t h e e v i d e n c e f o r d i s c o n t i n u i t y be tween B r i t i s h and Saxon 

v i l l a g e s i s n o t so c e r t a i n . Myres s t a t e s t h a t " i t i s no 

l o n g e r p o s s i b l e t o make a c l e a r - c u t d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n 

t h e sys tems o f c u l t i v a t i o n employed i n t h i s c o u n t r y b e f o r e 

and a f t e r t h e T e u t o n i c c o n q u e s t " ; ^ n e v e r t h e l e s s , i n t h e 

Y o r k s h i r e d a l e s t h e c o n t r a s t i n s i t u a t i o n , a t l e a s t , b e t w e e n 

t h e B r i g a n t i a n h i l l s i d e t e r r a c e s and t h e v a l l e y s e t t l e m e n t s 

^ ORE, i , 442. 
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o f t h e Germanic i n v a d e r s seems w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d . I n any 

c a s e , t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e r u r a l w o r l d must have r e c e i v e d 

s u c h a s e r i e s o f shocks t h a t we c a n n o t , on o u r p r e s e n t 

e v i d e n c e , suppose t n e m a j o r e l e m e n t s o f B r i g a n t i a n s o c i e t y 

as i t e x i s t e d i n Roman t i m e s t o have s u r v i v e d i n t o A n g l o -

Saxon E n g l a n d . 

On t h e o t h e r hand , t h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e f o r any w h o l e s a l e 

massac re o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . G i l d a s ' h y s t e r i c a l g e n e r a l i z a ­

t i o n s f r o m wha t he saw i n t h e s o u t h - w e s t a r e w h o l l y 

u n r e l i a b l e , and Myres s t a t e s t h a t " t h e b e s t a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l 

o p i n i o n w o u l d appear t o e n v i s a g e a v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e degree 

o f B r i t i s h s u r v i v a l . " ^ The p lace -name e v i d e n c e f r o m 
2 

L a n c a s h i r e , a t l e a s t , s u p p o r t s t h i s v i e w . T h a t t h e 

B r i g a n t e s e x i s t e d f o r a t l e a s t two more c e n t u r i e s a l o n g s i d e 

t h e i r new n e i g h b o u r s , c o n s t a n t l y s t r u g g l i n g t o m a i n t a i n 

t h e i r i n d e p e n d e n c e , b u t a f t e r w a r d s f a l l i n g i n t o a s t a t e o f 

s u b j e c t i o n , i s t h e most l i k e l y e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e i r f a t e 

d u r i n g t h i s d a r k e s t age. C o l l i n g w o o d b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e 

fa^nous A r t h u r i a n l e g e n d i s woven a r o u n d t h e f i g h t o f some 

n o t e d R o m a n o - B r i t i s h l e a d e r a g a i n s t t h e e n c r o a c h i n g A n g l o -

S a x o n s . ^ One w o u l d l i k e t o go f u r t h e r and f a n c y t h a t K i n g 

A r t h u r was a B r i g a n t i a n o f t h e o l d s t o c k , i n b l o o d as i n 

s p i r i t , f i g h t i n g g l o r i o u s l y , i f w i t h o u t a v a i l , f o r t h e 

i n d e p e n d e n c e o f h i s r a c e . 

^ i b i d . , 446. 
2 cf ; . E k w a l l , PNL, I n t r o d . 
3 i b i d . , 320^4-


