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‘Abstrect.

This thesis offers an explanation of why the Durhax mirers, while
~ taking part frequently in bitter industrial cleshes with their emnlo-
' -yers, never moved as a body to attack the sys§em of Eritish capital*sm
as a whole. It is argued that the experience of tle pltmen constithtes
" a particular case of what has been called the 'dialectics of incorpor-
ation® of the working cless under a system of bourgeols hegemory. The
~ thesis opens with a consideration of three new beliefs about the Durham

- miners.‘It ie suggested that these beliefs are in fact myths which in

" both revealing and concealing the real situation embodied certain
important peradoxes, Theseparadoxes centred on a sort of ambivalence,
. an Tmportant dégree of tension within the miners!? organisation, vwhich
. was a hall-mark of the pitmens® industrial and political activity
'between'1831-1926 and which resulted in the definitive oscillations
between dissent and consensus which ere to be observed both within
the miners® fraternities and in the pattern of their invoivement in
 the nexus of labour end capital. The study is necessarily limited in
scope and I have chosen to cover fully one particular, rather under~
' ueed, primery source - the records of the Durhem Miners® Association -
" over a lcng pefiod of time rather than to range widely over numerous
. BOUrces but in a nerrowly restricted téme span. Either procedurs has -
'_1tsAgdvantages and neither could claim to achieve a definitive aralysis
of the Durhaem miners! involvement in the wider socizal, economic apd )
political system, For the purposes of advancing the interpretation
presentéd here it seemed right to attempt coverage of a long period
of historical development even at the cost of depth of research. It
will be éppreciated that the conditions covering the presentation of
en M.4, dissertation would in any case have made a definitive history

impossible.




" Dedication:

In a remarkaﬁly short time the collieries where I was raised have
been closed and the pitmen thrown on the scrapheap. The village in
‘which they lived was tossed up around I870 and obliterated a century
..later by J.CeBoso This work I should-like to dedicate to the memory _
.. of that home ~ Coundon Station. To the countless pitmen and their |
{ families who lived there and worked the now forgotten Jaw Blades,
Black Boy, - Binchester and Vesterton. To a community that was brought
_into.éxistence through the greed of coal'capitélists and }uthleS§1y f

quashed by the economics of nationalization. To a people that naver-
theless paid tribute to the ehdearing qualities of Durham pit folk, -
I was fortunate to have spent my formative years in such company.
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DURHAM MINERS: THREE MYTES:

ﬁfou see éentleman, reason ié a godd thigg, that can't be-
‘disputed, but reason is only réason and satisfies only
man's intellectual faéulties, while_volitiﬁn is a
manifestation of the whole of life, I mean of the whole
of hﬁman life including both reason and speculation. |

| And although in this menifestation life frequently turns
oﬁt td be rubbishy, all the same it is life and not -
‘merely the extractioh of a square :éot.,.."

Dostoyevsky: "hotes from Underground"

(1864, " this edition 1972, Penguin, p.35)
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PREFACE

Socielogy is concerned with sociél ﬁeanings and socizl
meanipgs are prejudices. As.the sociologist is a social
' being, then all sociology is 2 reflection of the writer's
prejudice. Writing about soclety demands an ideology; .

- and ideology is prejudice; Like the authors of "Close
the Coalhouse Door®, this study is steeped in ¥a hundred-
weight of inherited prejudice"; To dismiss a work as
prejﬁdice, however, aSsumes an uﬁprejudiced position, ana
in social systems there is no such thing. It would be
 the hegation pf-the.“social". This-work is'préjudice,
:but it dares to assume that it is the right prejudice.
Being based in ah analysis of the socio;economic structure
ol ﬁhe society it can delineate an objective reality;

Such structuralism is, of coursé, meaningless_m
takes soéiology very little forward. What it does allow,
however, is a comprehension-of the bases of these
ideologicallj—grounded social meznings. This dislectic
prevents sociology remaining opinion, while bringing
meaning into structural analysis; The dialectid - not
dichotomy - of the subjective and objective means that
whilg'the analysis may be of social meanings, it is not-
ideology, siﬁce'the relation_is between actors who have

social meanings while simultaneously being objective entities.
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PRELIMINARIES

"...In Germany (read Durham), the most violent and brut
collisions between workers and proprietor take place eve“y-
year and every day without the struggle going beyond tne - .
limits of the single branch, the si nnle city, or even the '/ -
single factory. Punlshmenb of organized workers...un-

' employmenu ..Struggles for union rights...are in the orcer
- of the day...However,...not a single one of these cases

changes into a common class actlon..."

'Rosa Luxemburg: "Selected Polltlcal Writings..."®
D.Howard ed. p.242-3(New York, M.R.P., 1971).

June 8th. 1920%..it (Seaham) is virgin soil: these miners
are not blasés; they are children in politics; they ere
not critical and they are solid trade unlonlsts.“." _ .

"Beatrice Webb!s Dlarles, 1912—1924" D. 180
M.Cole ed. (Longmans, 1952).

~

...But it remains a hopeless certificate of destitution
for the English proletariat, all the same. The Barson has
shown unexpected power and so has the cringing to respect-
ability.  DNot a single working-class candidate had a ghost
of 'a chance, but my Lord Tocmnoddy or any parveru snob
could have the workers' votes with pleasure...l

18th. 'Noﬁember, 1868: Engeis to Marx. In "Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels, Corresponaence, 1846 1895", Trans., D.Torr.
(Lawrence and Wishart, 19 34) . '

",..1t is the totality of the bourgeois world view — the
enormous complex of the prejudices, assumptions, half-thought-
out notions and.no small number of profound ideas - that
infects the victims of bourgeois rule, and it is the totality
of an alternative world view alone that can challenge it

for supremacy...m

E.D.Genovese, "On Antonio Gramsci® p- 96-7
(Studles on the Left, 1967).



Introduction.

Anyorne turning to this stﬁdy hoping to find a history of the
Durham'miners will be'd;sappointéd._The events of the period have
been documented'elsewhereI and I make no preteunce a# a definitive
‘account,. The thrﬁst of this thesis is a sociolegical interpretation
of the politicé of the Durham pitmeén. It:ranges wide in an-attempt
to blend a particular theorstical approach with the reaiities of
pit life between Tyne and Tees. Quite purpose;y this work-omits mény
narrative details in order to achieve a view of the meanings of the
pitmen within a social totality.'In éarticuigr, the author's desire

was to examine the conscicusness of the Durham miners in the context
of capitalist society. As a result many of the documents which

" were tangentially relevant to the situatfion of the pitmen:wera
ignoredz, but the ldea was to bring'but the thoﬁght of the miners
rather .than the discéurces_on them, Of course, this-stﬁdy will not
be empirﬁcaliy saturated (one can safely trust to historiens for thm
- minutae), but the intention was to grasp at a co&}reﬂensive'under-
staading of Durham miners’ unionism (and es I shall argue below
. completeness 1s not syﬁcnymous with an.iﬂealist belief in-absolute'
empiriciam). Little would be added by'fea@ing parliamantéry opinions
on Durham since 1t was the meaniﬁgs of the union and particul%fly-'.
the contradictlons in it that the writer wished to explore (cruclially
-though; within the.bounds of cgpitalism ~ though sursly it does not
requiié a re-examination of the national press ét.hoc genus omna B
_to,uﬁderstand that in a capitalist order, and particulafly that of
Britain in the I9th century, the dominant mores represen;ea the
hegemony of the bourgeoisie).

' Pedomorphy 18 prehaps inevitable, but this is- because no
attempt is made at dogmatic empiricisa. On the contrary, it is a

najor vostulate of the anproach that_oven-spséialization’ia itself
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a one-sided (znd hence abstract) view of history. A particular philo-
;soﬁhy ﬁnderlies this research. The historian whose corcera is with
scholarship ma& well disdain such a formulation, but I submit that his

| 'iery rejection is_indicaﬁive of énvelopment‘wiihinla ﬁéfticﬁiaf philo--
sophie tradition. Certainly the launching of any study must be.histor— “
ical events, but I belleve that the attainmént of exhaustivé detaii,
,:(eVen in modern soclology let albne history) is an idealist conception.
There must be selection of historical:data in any attempt to understénd
the'research aﬁd this very process.df decision presuppoées a phiIOSOphi
' cpmmiiment. Empiricism is not 6n1y sterile but meaningless without an-
appeal to make coherent the analysis and this coherence can only be
achisved by arficulating cne's philbsophic exege;is.'Thé ainm -is for both
diagnosis and description.- rying to do s0, as a Marxisi, I take aé
axiomatic a fundamental of dialectical materialiém. That is, empiricism
.is'one-sided (abstract) and superficial_go long as it is rot made
'sénsiﬁlq by integration into a whole, and that the encapsulation of
thisliﬁtegrative process is the way to advance béyond abstraction in
érder to present_a mesringful (concrete) understahding; This relation
is central to any dialectical hermeneutic: that of the opposition
'betweeﬁ concrete énd'abstract, tﬁe concept of-totality, thé rélation-
of ﬁart to whole, and the interaction between subject and cobject.
From the méss of historical data one must select the directly
. relevant fron the less important. Few historians will dispute this, but
my tack is to urge a methodology which can go beyond the bounds of
cul-de-sac debates over positions a, b, or c. Only a dialectical

| analysis can reach towards a grasp of the coherence of social meanings.

In dealing with the consciousress of actors it is only possible to



\v;

separate the eeééntial from the taugential by utilizing a model of
an integrative totality. {Incidentially, inlkeaping vith Marxian
epistgmaology I do not uphold an absolute Totality X la ﬁegel siﬁce
arxien stresses that no totality is not part of a greater totality
as a principle of negative dialecticss). Whefe ée can advance beyond
merely schamétic abstraétions is to grasp at an unders;anding in
a capitalist society of the dialectical intricaciés within gnd around
the class divisions of-that order. The particularities o7 Durham
~ miners' history can cnly be managed by moving within the totality
of the boundaries of cultural hegemony, This wholé exists only within
and tarough the parts, but is not éimply the sum of them. The co~ |
joining of a2 mass of.parts cannot lead simply to the whole. Rather,
meaningfui.sociology éroceeds from thé abstract to the éoncrete
_ thréugh a_continual oécillgtion between the whole and its parts. In
fine, the necessary sélection of sociologicalldatum”frqm the history-
is made coherent by inteération within the realities of the nalceup
of capitallst society. This 1is not.a Jig-saw. The dialeqtic is made
up not b& delineating pérts towards a whole, but by a sefies of parts
and_wholes revolving withir a dialectical spectrum, Hence capitalist
society is both a part and-é whole in that it surrcunds tﬁe social
. actors as a.totali:y while.in itself béing a one-sided phenomenon in
its vefy class structure, while within this system the D.M.A. is
itself a part and é whole of whiéh the members are a constitutive -
elenent, | o

Within this study the intention has been to offer a coherent
(and from the above it will be clear that within capitalisa the
coherence_is itéelf a negation) inferpretative account of the meanirngs
of the pitmen from an outline of hegemonic bourgeois domination. It
#as not felt an essential task to discern évery aspact of the miners'
activity siance the methodﬁlogy urged comprehension of the Egndencies
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cf dissent and consensus of a particular group of worxers enveloped
in & cu*tare which had developed as a result cf a particular social-
-and economic situation, who 81mu1taneously acted in app arantly
anbivalent ways because of the very contraﬂictions inherent in that
‘milieu. The work illustrates the oxynoronic attitudes-and'agtions

of the pltmen, but the hope is that it will.éhow that-thosé-who'figﬁt
against the contradictions of capifalism rarely franscend the ﬁani-

- festatlons of those negations. |

. A langthy period (183I-1926) was covered for reasons which
converge with.the above. The approach necessitated selectior of the
main historical threads in order to trace the chenges of relationshiﬁs :
within the union at thetsame time as understandiﬁé the incorporation
_of the pitmen as a whole, It_§¥§§ esséntial to range across many years
'ﬁo grasp the wmachinations of the dialectics of incorporation. Certainly
.é much shorter preiod detailed to excess would have .meant a disastrous
blurring of'the theoretical postulate. This is the.essence of the
methodoldgy.I embrace£ to offer an expiénatiop of such phenomena it

is imperative to take the period - as well as the éocial orde; - as a

- whole. Much flesh and blood may be lacking, but I contend that the
skeleton is framed wiéh enoﬁgh-lean to aveft.atrophy. ; believe_that
"'to understand the formation of the D.M.A. in I370 one must be aware

of the catastrophic defeat of 1844, and who would deny that any study .
of the Durham miners cannot omit the death-knell of 19267 Again, the -
treatment of Primitive ¥athodisam nay appear cévalier, but what 1is
'=ruaed need not be the subject of any considsrable disagreement. It

is primarily a response to academid history's (both Marxist and bourg-
eoils) stress on sides. My_c&ntention is that the question what is

radicalism and conservatism is more fundamental to the debate (which -
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is _necessarily one-sided) and that:phe oniy fesolution is to grasp
at the.s§stem which defines fhese categﬁries. Only then can one
square the apparant paradox of rédicalism in a-wbrking class religion
with pdnservatism as fegards the basis of the social orderﬁ Moreovery
only a temporal overview of the changes within the sect can discérn
the oécillations within the cultural apparatus so crﬁcial to an
understanding of the type of miners who rose to defend the ﬁit_ '
families against the onslaughts of the coal~owners and yet movea.
on to act as disciplinarians of the militants at the plt-head.

- It was with these considefations in mind that the author
exanined the Durham miners from 1831;1926 and offers ; sociolégﬁcal-”

interpretation of their political and economic struggles over the

. periods. It goes without saying that my contributior will . .be modified
. and transéanded ﬁy.future scholarship. Particular stress was laid
onlthe records of the D.M.A. not only becaﬁse theyﬂ;fféred a rich
and relatively untapped source; but élso-bégaﬁse it was the union
which_yas the major vehicle of Durhams® aspirations for much of this
period. Morebver, within this context, the thesis's main effort was
| to describe why the D.M.A. took on such a particular form as it did
-and why tensions within the organization were §p07erbia1. It would
no doubt have been a great asset to the work: to have studied tho'fise
of grassroqts' articulated oppositioi.in considerable detail. That
must be left for future research on two counts.First, the time and
Spaéa avallable for an M.A. study'disallowed such a move. More
impoftant, the thrust of this thesis 1s to explain the paradoxes
whiéh,infected the union. How 1t was that-a union could be founded
as an answer t& capltalist offensives and yet refuse steadfastly

.to fight back; why a particular sort of leadership arose and remained;



'why lozalized militancy was no; translated to a cqunty;yide militant
trade ﬁnidnish;-Thé h.M.A. reﬁords'wéra particularly iﬁportaﬁt in
this resnpect finee they disPIay clea 1y not only tbe 1mpreesive votes
of comfidence in the execltive and the world view of the leauing
agents, but alongside this they highlighf_the consistent underaining
of the unica by'unofficial action, strikes against the wishes of ths
"leadershipy; as well es the ccntori;oné of fhe rank aﬁd_file ﬁelegates
at Couﬁcil gatherings. If.I héve.not gone io the depths of the more
traditional historian in answer I submit that few historians have

en able to discern the ties - both structural and ideational - of
uurham to the prevaillng cultural climate in Britain wh ch the autho.
'oeiievea had the aost fundamental repercassioaa ;or the: area.

Following on frog this, to those who object to wny cursery

‘review 0f the General St:ika.and other events (and there is much
truth in such criticisa) in Durham I reply that the.crucial factor
- for ay approach is to grasp-that while in I926 the union was tampor=-
nr*ly abandoned and the membership extremely militant they were
unadle to work against the Baldwin machine because they wére polit~
ically nargaﬁizad. To undarstand and e‘plain .h*s 1npotance lies
et tﬁe heart of this account, Only the {leeting phenomenon of %.J.
. Cook had the e:fact of introducing a widespread political'articulgtion
to their industrial militancy yet even Cook could nat move the mass
¢f the pitmen to collective aggression against the owners, My aim was -

to explain this apparant paradoxz which underlies the whole history

[ &)
vy
[}

-ﬁrham miners, Of course, a fascinafing aspect of labour_h;story
is the activities of local political mllitants, but such opposition
is rather tangential fo ny spﬁére'since the féct remains that the
.union as a whole did not change course. Similarly, George Barvey ths

1ndustrial activist is an important ’igure in North-East h*story, but
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my aop pe in this thesis is not to descrihe the prophats but rather
| “to u;dﬁrstand and explain why thn most striking phenomenon of Durham
miners was thelr profoundly unrevolutionary consciousness combined -
‘with an impressive pit-head @iliiancy. Harvey was a significant
'figure on the Tyne, but the fact is thaf he did not-commit the
membership to an offensive political strategy -~ viz. the fallure of
| 1926? It is this latter contradiction (between the reality of coal
capitalism ard ths pitﬁéns' consciousness) with phich I sought to.
come. to terms. It is not denied that Iead;ng individuals exercised
influence upon events in the region, but there is little evidence
that points to even a significant minority of the pitmen breaiing
the bogﬁds of bourgsois hegemony to support thqm\(indeed, it is argued
that the'I.L,P.;-the najor radical grouping of the 20th century, was
'itself embedded iﬁ bourgeoislhggemony) and this_ambivélence ligs at -
 the very heart of my admittedly superficial study. Only.when there
was evidence of wldespread political awareness fron at least a large
ninority of pit tmen did tae militants merit no*e, such as the 1915
aakington Glebe affair, and even then the crucial point is that the
Lp itio was contained within the union -~ and it was this containment .
) .and tension which the thesis set out to explore, Simllarly, there

“was felt no great need to.excessively detail the'aéitétional prﬁp-
aganda and growth of the I.L.P. in the area since the thrust of the
.stqdy was to show that the dichotonmy of leade}ship and led in tﬁa
industfial field; with Joint accommodation on the political level,

till remained whatever the epithets of the union,
In short, it is the bellef of this thesls that éhe.majority'

f the pitmen need analysis perhaps_more_than the revolutionary
'minority.-Such a postulate stands despite the conclusion that the.
0““y way forward for the Durham miners was the formation of rank and
file revolutionary groupn to attack the basic cause of their misfortu'

Mha w114+ 3mal MmITi4emtn svare I1mroarfFaent Aahd aPflw S 2hhad Eliaas
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united with the pitnen in_induétrial strugg;és; the reality.remained R
that the mass of thé miners_refﬁsed to throw out the traditional
leadars which spesks legions for their political myopia. (Naturally,
.-this-dichotomy'ia conceptual: the substahtive situation was of

course hazy). It is to this'probiem of consciousness that the-weight
of this work 1é'turned. In response to labour historians who no

doubt will query why I do not delineate the growth of socialism-

in detail I reply dy asserting a more fundamental issue: why did
Marxist ideas not spread like wildfire given the abject corditions
and militant responée 0f? the pitmen under froee enterﬁrise? This 1s
the crucial point° rot where did pockets of Mafxism arise, but why
did tha vast majority of pitmen remain robels wilthout a cause? The
pocxeus of political milltancy are interestina phenomena, but the
most glarinz point about Durham is that tha mass of pitnen did not
add a political revolutionism to their industrial stridency. My aim
is not tc describe the development of Farwiat ideas in Durhanm, '
On the contrary, the thrust of the work is to ask why. they never

' got beyond ad embryo. Activists in history invariabdly get exteasive
reviev (whether favourable or not), but thers were nigh on'IBQ,OOO
miners on the Durham coalfield af the turn of the ceantury and it

is their consciousness to which this study is addressad. To soe

"this in any genuins perépective it is cruciallto Juxtapdsé their
actlions in a conservative union in face of fierce industrial struggles.
”he ‘D.¥,3, records, especiallJ Council records and vo.ing returns,
alongside accounts of actual disputes are the only way po discern
these oscillations. Horcover, the realization that all their activiem
%as sucomnpassad within a caplitalist matrix is the only way to grope |

at an understanding of the miners' views.,



This thesis sp:ings from the question of three *myths! of the
'pltmen. It n01nts out that the mlners were inVarlably on tna ‘defensive
in dlsputes with the owners, though throughout the period localized
'st0ppages éere ubiquitous. The author asks, how can one ¢ square
this industrial militancy with trade union conservatism and a.
particular sort of leadership consiafently elected to high office?
From a critique of the 'cémmunity’ image of Durhanm miﬁera it 1s
éuggésted that the éxplahétion for this -apparant contrad;ction
. between thought and action lies in the cultural dominatioﬁ of British
hegemony., An attempt is made to illustrate this process oé the dia-
lectics ofrincorporation by a chronological-pufview of the elements
of consensus and dissent within the pifmens’ oréﬁnizations_and'the
“wider societal realms. n |

Tne development of Primitive Methodism, it is contended,
introduced a critical extrapolation.of the cglturalwapparatus into
almost every pit villdge in Durham. In the early days it was a
.“pa.oicular form of religion gestated by a dialectic of workirg. class
neead for a consolatory netaphysic and the dilution'within their
desperate sociai conditions of the Protestant Ethic.-The early
ﬁanters quickly became spokesmen for unidniem_amongst the pitmen
due to their oratorical aBilities, intellect and moral steadfastness.
fdowever, even in these early dayé of immense class confliet~épd
ruling class confusion this leadership in its emphasis on moral
salvation ilurred the realities of the socio-economic strﬁggle.

‘They were a conslderable influence in.aiiéying thg violence of the
miners ané allowed the owners to inflicf a major lock-out on their

employees in I832, Untll I844 the Primitives had much in common with
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'moral’ force Charti;m (Chartism itsel?f ﬁad significant conﬂradictions.
within'it, a nﬁmber of which wérb tied closeiy with bourgebis_hege-'
mony), though the rank and file pitmen were more férourable to

direct action. However, I8LL4 was a watershed since a disastrous

'defeat of the Durham miners had é number of important'repercussions.
First, Charfism:as an ideology of the working élass was crﬁshed.
Second, the pitmeﬂ as a whole lapsed into despondency for nearly

~a generation. Third, the Priﬁitives, kaving been badly mauled as
strike leaders, spent these years in.re-assessing their religion.
Their anomy was channeled into their Methodism and considerably

shaped by ths 'lessons' of the I844 defeat. Traits which had been
dormant came to the fore, particularlx those of.rbnciiiation, comp~-

. romise, and negotiation. Moraover, the ideational and structural
connexions of Primitive Methddisp introduced these 1eaders-to the
wvider aspects of capitalist hegemony. The dialectics of incorporation
were wéll ﬁnder way. Four, the Primitivés, following their stoic
acceptance of victimization, were reinforced'as leaders-of the

‘miners. _
. vhen the D.M.A. was founded in I869 it reflected the embroil-
ment of the pitmen in the cuitural apparatus, though it was launched

" on the &ide of an attack on the bond, since Primitives dominated

the upper echelons (and the sect had undergone considerable changes,
which were to continue, since the 18305). Moreover, astute owners

had discerned the change-over from the militancy of earlier days

and in fortuitous trade coaditions saw-in the union a way to actually'
'1ncrease productivity., 1870-1874 confirmed the D.M.A. leaders in

their stross on peaceful advance, while in the short term it cminc;
ided with the owners' desires and placated the miners with concessions

of -substantial wage advances. Incorporation continued apace.
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The decades which William Crawford (1870-1889) held office
indicated the imnense vopularity of the secretary amongst the grass-
roots, How~ver, trade recessions and local squabbles 1nvariab1y +hrust
| the pitmen. not oily into dispute with the mastérs but also with
their own union. Periodic and bitter arguments raged and the agents
frequently came in for vilification., Despite this, Crawford held -
to the eﬁd the confidence of fhe membership. Pitmen voted with
their feet in a number of clashes, but they constantly esteemed
the political views of the leadership. Moreover, this was not a-
crude process of integration. Crawford certainly acceded to the
dominant mores of thelManchester Liberals, put he was toé much a
pitman t{o swallow it whole. Significantly, he was a Prinitive
precisely becauses the sect was dissenting. His reign is illustrative
.or sharp oscillations in his opinions, ;ndeed, ‘he disP;ayed nore .
v1sion than his own nme mbership. Towards the end ofhbis life naw
unicniém injected a militant mood that began to undermine the
traditional union, but Crawfﬁrd's views continued fo coincide with
those of the rank and file. Liberallsm ~ 1? a radical variant -

' snrouded the area.

John Wilson took over effective control of thé union when
militancy was ascendant. From_I889f1893 Durﬁam was a ﬁife of actiﬁism
'yet the end saw Wilson able to resurrect many of the adornments of
Liberalism. Certainly, his office saw an 1ncreased rift bébween the
agénts and rank and file when coal.owners'.attaqks forced an aband-
'onﬁeht of the Gladstonian-Liberals and agitatdré (thére is-obviously
a'dialeétic, not dichofomy, between economic and political consc-
iousness), gaining ground in the ‘North, caused the ieader a numbér
of headaches., However, the fact reﬁained that rot only was Wilson
in office until his death in I9I5, bpt even at this tiﬁe_uniun
policy did not radically qhange; ﬁhaflhad occurred was gctually

L




a subtle chanée within the union. The agents to a man took over

the Labour Party banner (ard thereby considerably bridged-the yawning
- political chasm that had increasingly developed under VWilson), and
after years of propaganda the I,L;P. had.displaced the fqrmsr '

. Liberalism. The pltmen had discardéd_thei: earlier politics haviné
.witnessed their bankrupcy. However, the pelitical change remainéd
within the dom*nant hegamony. Certalnly it was a different variant
~yat the Labour Party was fundamentally ah elaboration of plebia1
Liberalisa in its call for social Justice by securing increased

working class representation in the Commons. The leaders of the

)

M2, remained Primitive Methodists (by now confirmation rather
than causal of their world-view) and as social democrats advocated
.parliamentarianism.as'tha panacea. It was the oid fbrmulas more

- votes, more representatives, more Justice. It was a coamitment

to solving the rroblems of capitalism rather than.;ttacxiﬁg the
Fap*tal*st problen itsel’ While the owners advanced on the miners

" the agents contlnued with their ins*stence on conciliation- and
compromise. Where they embra"ed souialism it was restricted to
IVerbal conjectures: never to the industrial strength of the rank

Aﬁd file. Union consérvatism was the logical extemsion of_soqiai
democracy. Not surprisingly, the tensions within the union continuéd.
%hile the lodges acted out the class war thé politics of the Labour
?arty eased over the whole North-East Coalfield. There h#ﬂ of course
-beeﬁ significant changes within the union and the meﬁs' consciousness,

t those changes remained within the koundaries of constitutional

£y
b

procedure, Labour Party politics,; like Primitive Methodism, were
in ecrucial respects ezanations from within the British cultural

agparatus, They remainsd fixed in bourbeois h,aencnv lnto and




throughout the gravest clashes of 1921 and 1926, By far ard away

the mass of pitmen ﬁhreﬁ off aﬁy sqruples to fight back against

the employers' offensive, What they lacked, however, was any political
answér to tﬁe demands of coal capitélism.They were carping ét.sym-
rtoms and never taking up the cudgels td attack the cause., Demand |
éﬁﬁ_ after demand was forwarded in these'yeafs for resistance to
economic affronts and the representatlives, that museh more.imbued

-in caﬁitaliat culture, even criticized for appeafing_over-conciliatory
.yet the mass of pltmen were myopic to the limitations of Labour.

On the conirary, once the most grave economic clashes were yostph§ﬂed-
the Labour Party was re-affirmed in the leadership. The pitmen

could not break the bounds of bourgeois'rationality. They only
managed to achieve a particulér and subtle variant - vigorous social
democracy. Economic constraints at-tiﬁes made.this irrelevant and - .
the miners had been straining at the leash in face of crises, but
cdnstantly the initiative was left to the owners ahd the mediations
ramained with agents from the Labour Party who rather than add
political weight to their members? militancy persistently deflated

the industrial unrsst.



i. See G.H.Metcalfe, I947.
F.Welbourne, 1923.
%.R.Garside, 1971, -
J.Wilson, 1907,
~ReFynes, 1873.
~ AJMason, 1967/1970.
and ﬁibliography.
2. This was why, for all the records of the M.F.G.B. were. consul»ed,
.tney were 5nfrequently quoted. All they did was reinforce views
alreaQy clear from the D.M.A. records and eaxlier_histories. See,
' for example, Ben Piqkard}éfdomnents on Durhém'h positdon - M.F.G;B,
189k, po22-2he o | |
3, It will be clear that I follow a particular methodo‘ogical
“BE Pool, It may be loosely termed Hegelian harxism and the approach
is hlghllwhted in Luﬁacs, 19?3, Goldmann, 1964/1909, Adorno, 1970.
| And of course, Marx himself - |
e.g. '...oThe concrete is concrete because it is a combinafion
of ﬁany determinations, 1,e. a unity of diveree_elements. In our
‘thought it therefore appears as a.process pf synthesis, as a result,
and not as a starting point, although it is the real starting point,
and, therefore, also the starting point of observation and conceptiol
from "Marx's Grundrisse' David Lellan, ed. p.4i-45, Paladin, |

London, I973.



A myth is an attempt to explain the past within the terms
ef the present. It.tries to come to terms with &hésekisting
-situation by makiﬁg more coherent the past. hAs a rule, thre
myth reinforces the statué quo; and thereby the authority of
those in power.. Rarely a downright-iie, it is more often
a reinterpretation of history;. a half-truth which takes the
_stlnv out of unpleasant knowxeage.l

Within these terms, the three myths of the Durbam miners
fall into two categories:-

(a) two }bourgeois' myths, i.e tno interpretetions to
explain away what the existing order has seen or sees as
-a threat.

(b) one myth from the left to account for the d*sapg01nt—
ment of tnere being no revolution from the mlners, who for

so long have . been regaraed as the vancuaru of. the proletarl at.

1. iMyth of isolation of Durheam pitmen in secluded "communities!

It is_a commenplace to think of Durham minefs as being
isolated from the rest of the country 1n tight-knit, self-
contained comaunities. To a very considerable extent this
1ma5e has contlnued right up to the present times. The
- stereotype pltman is regoTied as a character who knous little
of the outside world, enuombea as he is in the catacomb of
the pit-village. It is not too hard to unaerstand how this

picture arises in view of the fear and awe felt towards tne
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fough and ready uwiners (it;is eaéy to dizmiss nostility as
due to iznorance), the structure of oit viilages, the
éapitalist press,. and above 21l the illustrators of pit-
‘1life (usually ex-pitmen or pit exiles'whb“romanticize theiré
recollections) nave 6ver—emphasized beyond fecognition tae
_inward—looking aspects'of-the colliery situation. Lawrentian
.fantasy sets tne trend for sucn myth—makers,2 but juite as
reéentlj as 1971 we may read one of- the leading cﬁlprits,
'8id Chaplin, stating "... one lived (about 1918) in one's owmn
village and it was sufficient. One waé hardl& awars of the
village'nexh door."3 _Such an iﬁage i$ at best a hali-trutn.
f course, pitmen, because of the pecuiiar natufé of their
work,.developed a pérticular mode of living on the Great
Northern Coalfield. The communiﬁy of miners was and still

is

s}

-rezlity, bringing with it a close faﬁily networx, an.
institutionalized social structure, and a striking web of
neighbour relations. But'wheﬁ the descriptions getito the
stage, as taey invariably-do, of positing a lack of -awareness
from the miners of the outside world, then indeed it is tzey
and their popular image that is sadly isolatad. Every
stage of thé history of the Dﬁrham miners points.to the fact
that the pitmen weré conspicuously outward-looking, with an
acute sehsitivity towards the social énd poiitical events

- . . . . . S“'wcl
of British society. Further it is central to tnls.gmp¢$
to show'that.far from being isoléped,'the Durham miners

were inextricably bound to the growth and development of




(a)

What is essential at this stage ef1vihevigms®n is to trace

‘the North-East Coalfield had very close ties with th

b
Britisih capitalism. They were enveloped in the system =~ .

whether they liked it or not. More importantly, they wers

aware of these very strong bonds.
To get to the roots of the isolation myth one can exzaming
a nuaber of aspects of North-East history.

The capitalist connexion

Fundamgntai to capitalism is the relation of capital and
wage-labour. The two are inseparable and'inter—dependent.
In Durham it is possible to delinedte.the fise.of capitalism
as being in the forefront of British society, resting pre-
dominantly on the relation wita the markets of London and

he South-East, although aftér the 18th century exports to

~

the continent became.an increasingly important factor.

the links between the Durhem pitmen and the capitalist

development, in order to show that in this crucial respect

(0

in-

dustrial centres of Britzin. In this way it is possible to ~
- see that rather than being isolated the Durham minsrs were

" central to the British econony, and central under a systea

which encroacined into every aspect of their daiiy.lives

wnile in return demanding reciprocity.- |

Capitalism of a crude sort has a long historyhin Durhaﬁ.

Theré are records of coal having been mined over 2,000 years
ago, though the first cbmment of note was in- the "Bolden

Buke" of 1180.% As early as the l4th century thers is evidence

of the exporting of cozl on a commercial basis from tae Tyne,5
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and.evidence from the'lSth that cozl was Deing shipped at
ezular 1nterles to the South-& t.6' As inlagriculturs,

so in coal, it Was initially the feudal lor s who started

to work on capitalist lines.7 Tne attractions were multiple.
. Easy seaﬁs,-ready access, and an open market after the early
16ta centurn decline in timber. The North-East became tne
only coalfield in Eng land with these assets added to the-
.prdximity'of:river and sea to facilitate_transport.

By the early ibth centurn an embryénié capitalism was es-—
taD;lSﬂéQ-S Tne local lords soon faced outside_competition.
Capital was. investad ?rom other Englisih 1oras. ~ Hen at |
Court such as Robert D*d“ ey cajoled and persuaded so they 3
could nave a stake. For a time the remna nts of feudalism
joined in the racefybut the'influenqe of the nobility soon
'lost its hold to the trading classes. As early at 1517
tnere are records of the Company of Hostmen containing a
signifiéant share of non—aristoéracy.lo This was the group
wnich was Eo dominate the coal trade of thé twin counties
up ‘until tne Civil War. 1t wés_formed and functioned solely
to retain the monopoly of the tra e,.and hencencontrol price,
'production and profit, in the hands of a Newcastle oligarchy.
There were elements of feudalism in their structure, but tﬁe
Hostmen wers capitalist in astion, menipulating & mzrket
situation with a prbfit goal, wofkiﬁg in increasingly inten-
sive competition, with a heavy inyestmént of capital, énd_a'

sharp division of iabour based on the engoyer/employee. re-

" . . L . - a . 1 9
lztion. Production soarsd under tne group.*i
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The Civil viar smashed the hold of the Hostmen on
Qurham's coal industry, but it in.no Jay sTaczencd tae in-
;Lunnce of capluallsm. On tae conurary, it opene Q'new
_ marmuts by breaking down feudzl barriers throughout the
country.lz 1t was not long before-a 1Grand Alliance' of
coal owﬁers, similar to tne Hostmen, was formed. Its
function was'simple: " to control the coal trade to suit
their interests (i.e. to gain maximus Qrofits)%j "~ The
history of the Durhanm coal trade is etched with accouﬁts of
these coal combines; The rationale behind them was to in-
fluence tne market to their sectiohal interest. In short,
to produce as cheaply as possible, but to.sell on their own
terms by having absolute control qf the mafket supply.

but this was the zenith of the monopolles. 1t was the
'.'eve of the Industrial Revolution. Coal was in such demand
that tae North-East could not supply 1t quick 1y enougn. The
 demand was an inéentive to other areas, and taey rapidly
answered the call. _ Yorkshire, Souta Wales, Shropshire'ana
other regions bégan to sink coliieries.and Englana enteved
the age of competition. : Capitaliém was maturing. The
railways revolutionized thg Durnam mining concern by intro-
ducing cheap, efficient and bulk transport.l4 -Pits in the
early 19th century ate into the rlcn reserves of West
Durham. The !'Grand Alllance' shooa under the force of tne
innovations. Affairs got out 01 han d and Caplua1lst a2narciy
(free trade) took over. production soared 15> a5 entre-

preneurs rushsd in wita investment and'counter—investment.
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Sut .sucn a state of affeirs was anathema to tne coal-o#mers.

i A

Peace was socarea anc tqe COJblﬂat on re*urnﬁo. 1t-was

the . apotheosis of the Hostaan, n.. en institution specifically
designed to accomplish thé two-sided function of limiting ouu-
put and raising prlces nl6 Tais "Limitation of the Voﬂ‘"' |
effectively dominated the Hortn-East coal trade frowm 1827-34. 17
However, the early 19th. century was not the time for
thri;ing monopoly. Brltaln unde;ﬁent 1n two aeperat¢ono more
fundamental changes than it nad experienced in tne prev1ous
two thousand years’,l8 and the coai combines felt the full
fofce of the shock waves. The industrial oentres in-the
Midlands and the London area nad an apparently insatioble
appetite for coal. It seemed tho more coal they ate the

more energy was roused to appeal for more. Up in the mortn—-

Zast the Vend fought a losing pattle to try .to control supply.

" Demand was way ahead and supplies were coming not only from

' other regions, but also from’abroad. Durham's magnates

responded to the compeultlon in the only wey they ﬁne..
They were more competitive. The Vend broke down as the

industry became increasingly cut—throét._ The Vend was

. exceeded by any owmer who was cunning enougn to avoid censure,

and even if caught there was a 1imit to -the sanctions it
o1lo bring to bear. In 1845, when Lord Londonderry had
exceeded the limit by a staggering 20,000 tons, and .refused -

to pay the iine because he would not be "faith;ul among the

- faithless" it marked tne start 01 unbrldled competition.

The market now created demand and governed supply. The coal




combines lost all nold- they ever had. 1t was a nesw gams,
for the Durhamloﬁners. . The rules were now refer reed by tne
market forces. The new doctrine was to win as large 2
slice of the market as possible. To be successful one had.
to produce coal cheaply, it_was irfelevant'how, just so
"long as one!s éroduction-ﬁas cheaper than the otner
competitors. | If nad to be this, because the stazkes of the
game were one's collieries. The profit motive had al'ays
pnad an excessive infiuence on the North-East coast trade,
but now it seemed to take on an. existsence al1 of its owm.
'Even from euch a cursory view it is p0551ble to see tne
early critical role of capitalism in the North-East coal trade,
with links stretching right back;td the 13th. century with
the southern ports. - Durham was notzan isolated area, but
central to the develonment of a CaPlu&llSu ecoqomj.20 Frou
this small_county came the bulk of the energy to set going
the wheels of industrialism. From Durham County came the
railway engine, arguably the most jmportant product of the
last two hundred years. " Phis county bozsted the largest
iren and steel WOTKS, and some of the busiest ports and
shipbuilding wharves in the world. Witnin the North-East
Coalfleld thrived some of the most 1 fluential aristocrats
'o; 19th. century Brltaln - the Lorus Lonaonderry, Ravensworta,
Durham, and Northumberland, not for~eut1ng the larges» coal-"
owner. of them ali, the-Bishop of Duri:am. The fact that
Durham was so closely linked to the centre of the British

. economy was reflected in tne day-to-day lees of the pltmeh.




‘The exxstenca of the Lommy shoos, ‘the Jond tne !
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ver they may have desired, the piners who produce

the coals were oaabnt in tne morzss of capitalist connexlous.

ree

1

L o)

rousing, and many oI the unnecessary. dangevq of mining were
in crucial respects due to the twin ties of wage labour and

. 2L ., e s . :
capital. These were all factors which impingea o the

everyday lives of the pitmen and having their origin in the

markets of the South East coast, would serve to wrench thne
miners out of any isolation that geographical conditions may
nave favoured. Moreover, in the face of the long history

of +ha coal combines, the miners had only one recourse and

- thet was to learn the lassons of the owners and combine to

_(b)_

ufge improvements, The unions of the Lorbu—EaS pitmen
were 1little more than a ressonse to the despotism of the
owners; ' They were of course a threat to the latterts
prothao¢llty, so the earlj unionization was crus hed DYy

the much more powerful owners. . Further, as the coal trade

exsznded into the 1Gth. century the capitalist influence

Py

developed an even greater momsntum. By 1860 the'market

wnims were paramount. Not only did the owvmers feel the

greater competition, but every pitmen felt the effects of

the market trends in his jnconsistent wages and uncertain

employment which varied with the price of coal.

Mizration into, in, and out of the county -
1t could be suggested of course that alti 1ough a capitalist

connexion may well link the pitmén_to the centres of Britain,.
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suen an impingement on their daily lives may still have not
- Linked them-in a conJ01uug way. | The pitmen coﬁld azve
begn d:astieally influenced Ty market forc ea, yet still un-
aware of thelr epenations. Agein, howaver, all the ev1d nce
lies-egainst such a proposition.

1t is a leading aesumption of the 'isolationist! theorist
that the Durham pit-ﬁilleges wefe secluded and enehanging.
in fact, just he reverse was the case. The countiy through—
out the 19th Century experlenced a widerspfead immigration
to fill tae deﬁands of the develeping pits. -Furtneraore,
within the villages tnere was immense mobility, skilled
' : Come b
hewers finding viork easy to zg?z as a rule and moving freely
in searcn of better conditions.Z2 & glance "at the rapid ia-
crease in popalut;on succinctly 1llux¢nates.

1801 - 350,000

1821 - 440,000 (l.93-migrentsz
1241 - 618,000 (9.2% migrants)
1861 - 942,000 (5.3% migrants)
1631 - 1,460,000 (2.8% migrants) 2
1501 - 1,995,000 (-.4% migrants) ,3

In examining tﬁese figures, one musﬁ also keep.in miﬁd that

such rises in population were augmentsd by a vefy hizgn birth
rate.  Again, it is significant to consider that ".. a sur-
prising.volume of immigration took place in the 1830s, at a

time when communlcatlons were still rudimentary and before

popular eaucutlon cou‘d have spread Xnowladge of onpo;tunlt

I\)

A
48
-

for work. These early 1m&15*ants ceme from long distances.t
Many of these immigrants were tnose starved out of Ireland,
1st others came from Wales and Scotland and other deprived

~areas. - This influx must have introduced considerable awareness




e~

.

i0
of outside occurrences and indeed one nsed only excémine tne
D.M.4. records to rezd constant references Lo Irsland in montia-

)
i

1y circulars, gala speakers, etc. all taking the side of the

Catholic,zs'even to the extent of sznding Crawford and

‘patterson to Dublin to discuss Irish politics.  Tnere could

be little introspection in a race composed of "a combination
of Lencashire, Cornish, Irish, Scottish, {elsh, Northumbrian

: , _
and Durham accents, dialects and_languages"2° Add to thils

tne faet that Durhem was almost a virgin land at tne start

of the 15th centur§27 and again the concluslon was that

Durham pitmen were alive to outside influence is irrésistible.

What else could thnere be when thirty years previous tne county
was desolate? Durham village life was never allowed to stag-
nate throughout the 19th centurn. Until thg 1890s there was
a constént flow of immigrants and afterwards one nad not oﬁly
migrants ieaving fhe'area (and surely continuing some corrés—
pondence with relatives) but also tnere was a signifipani-
nuwaber of yoﬁng men who ventured to emigrafe to Ahmerica or
Africa, to return in later 1ife.28 Two of trhese - Join
ilson and Peter Lee - were to become perhaps the most famoﬁs
of 211 union leaders in Durham. |

The local press in Durham was strikingly cosmopolitan in
its outlook, whether liberal or high Tory. A cursory glance
at eny pf the 19t century paber§ sarves to show thet local
COVErage came a poor secord to nztional reportage{zg clearly

reflecting the cownty's close connexions witn tne pulse of
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national life. It is trué,-of.course, that the rani-and-
rile pitmen would.probably not nave read such newspapers any-
way% 0 they would have little direct effect, bué the point
to be stressed is that it would be read by "ihe earmest
 .artisan“,5Odestined to be the leaders of the miners in their
later struggles and who obéiouély passed on nuch of their
opinion on political matters to the grassrcotsi |

Wnile discussing the press, it is perhabs apposite-to
mention what must have been for many pitmen their pfess -
certzinly after the eafly 1870s -~ the literature emanatiné
from the D.M.A. Here agein one is stfuck by the e%teﬁsive
coverage given to national affairsl_partiqularly in the
Monthly Circulers of Crawford and Wilson which covered the
period, with brief stops, from 1873 - 1915. It would'be-
pointléss to begih to list the very lerge range from
- Parliamenﬁary Reform, to Ireland, conditicnsmip'German'coal
mines, the sﬁate of Arerica, Gladstonian activity; through
to attacks_on the Tory antics in tﬁe Conmons. . They-pepper-
the.records. |

Furthermore, for an 'isolated! people, the Durham mineré
exercised an amazingly aware trade ﬁnionism, even'if‘of
choice thney retained a parochialism inéo the-ZOth éentury;
1t ought to be recalled that it was the Durham mineré_who_set'
afoot the first movements towards National'unioniém_in'thé
' 1840s when Martin Jude, centred in Newcestle, Dbecanme thé'
mainstay oi the Miners! As;ociation. Agein, for a cut-olf

region, the county had a surprising degree of activily auring



- renbt wore Clearlj, cne mu*t ouuline briefl

fluences of migrétion bringiﬁg changés in trac¢itional ar-
rangemﬂnt%.j From. the éapliest days of unionisk the Durpam
minefs displayed arn avid concern to seek zid znd fo assist
fellow trade-unionists. The gr et strike of 1844 saw dele-
gaetes traverb ing the nearly countics ‘to eniist support,whilé
the 'Twelve. Aoostle=' went to London to gather fhﬂdS.jB Tne
187¢ stoppagesaw subscriptions coming to the Durhar pitmen
frém as far afield as Cldy’TOaS, Derbyshire; Lace lakers of
Birminghamnm and_the London Society of House Deccrators and
Painters.34 Tre Durhem pitmen were to return their debts
many#old over the yéars, from'lSéQ when *hey #ére the bastion .

o

of the Mining Association through to l9ij when they gave fin-

ancial support to the policemen victimized after tqeir s%}xe.’

Religion

It has bc,couxo a cliché for historians to commesnt on the
rapi@ rise and strength of Primitive Methoaism in the
North C alfields. By uhe 18°O° virtually every pit:

villsege in Durham nad a_local chapel and sltnough it was by

no means a majority of tihe pitmen who attended, their rever-

ence for the Primifive wethodists is reflected-in the fact

nat virtually evary leader of the D.M.A.-ffom_its incegtion
until 1926 was a member of the_sect.36 Ix spite of this, ro
writer has yet -observed tnat implicit in this strong religious.
force Izy enduring bonés with the rest of British socievy,
'nicu nullifies any notion that Durqun piumen yere excluded

fom

'.!J
ct

from the wider society. In order .te comprenend .this sta

43
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;7 the structur
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position of Primitive Methodism, particularly since most of

o

tiie work done so far nas come froa ayolog sts eager to de-

fend the reforning zeal of the Chapel.

After the Civil War Protestantism was tihz religl

England. . For two centuries it yarmc;tad the socizl structure.
Apart from rather 1ns;gnlflcanu varianus England had tut one
religion reflected in the Established Chureh. Such a society—-
:wide religion invariably defendslthe status Quo.37 For
present purposés one can delinszte a féirly crude relation-
ship between Protestantism and Cepitalisnm. The association
is the es;ential issue here, not squabbles over eology,
SO one may point'to.qelberiah and Marxist iiterature for
supgort.s8 |

. Througrout the 17th and 18th centuries, howevef, capitalism®
| rise accelerated. ihatever stimulus or even restraint the
Established Church proviced this climb, it remaired that
.Protestantism gained considerably from the.bond. . Beginning
with agrarian changes, the rift dréwn7between the successful
and the poor rust have “been g larlng, é% more 1mgoktantly,
must have been the fact thet the Church gave sanction to tne
-gféwing wezlth of the landlord and yeomanry at the expense of
enclosed peesants, driven e"tner to -the sprouting towns or to
"employment as hired labourerst39 Most significant wefe the
charges invoked by urbanization; A proletariat was developed
and its gronun fatally weakened the hold of the Established
Church on tne new clzsses.=0 homever bECahS° the dircct
héld of the Church was lost does not mean that the working

class had no religicn. True, the reality of the new social
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tnet V.. neither éhristianity né: tne Churches are regorted
. toc have a low reputation with the working class. Working
class people often belleve in God arid some sort of after-
1ife and thef terrd to associcate religién very clésely with
pasic morality.n®l There existed within the consciousness
of the working class an émbivalence in tnat the Establisﬁed
Church was seen to be good but not for the likes of them.
In giving such approvai to the Church the working class were
indirectly sancticning the develcpment of a system which
worked in & sectional interest against themselves. But that
the Wornlng class had moved at ;east physically from the
Chﬁrch made that sanction rather tenubus.

The results of this situation can be seen-in-the develop-
ment of Methodism. There was & pébple who looked to Pro-
testantism but were constrained from its embrace by & éon—'
sciousness \nwch placed it separa te from them in its trad-
itional oresentatlon. Consc1ousn ss and strﬁcture.interacted
to bring into being 2 religion which can be termed uornlnv
class establishmentarianism.lz- The rise of lethodism co-

¢ inéided with & pericd.in English-history'(late 18th - early
19th century) when the link of religion'and the masses wWes
'at its ebb-point and tne péople were almost feceptive to
revolutionarﬁ notions. Instead many took to %ethqdism.43
.It is popular to view Methodism ds 2 diétinctly viorking class

movement. . In a sense 1t was, but the mistake lies in the

2 Femg e Tm BT

type of assertion Irok Maclntyre that "no writer can avoid
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the conclusion that in England after 1800 ezcnh social class

possesses a separzate religious hist‘ory".44 This is at best

half true. In the physical sense of structure znd organisation,

thiere were certainly blufred class séoafations, but in the
last énaly31= the basis of the religion - the dcctrine, the
meanings - were AgSted¥dy/ similar. - In this sense the
development of Methodism can be'éeen as an emanaticn from the
Estaollsned Chrurch gestated by a ala;ectlc of worklnc class
lfOTmuthF and 1ncorporat10n.'_ The origins of Methodism lay -
firmly in the entrails of the Church, and hénce Hethodism

was little more than a wbrking man'!s Protestant Ethic.%
indeed, Wesley emerged from Oxford, a hive of the ruling
classes, and the leaders were so authoritarian as to pre-
cipitate a split within Methodism_itself in 1851. One need
not go_to-the extfemes of 'Z[‘hompson,zl‘5 though he.is correct, to
'.illustfate Methodism's posture. -Hobsbawm-desg}ibés tane

. Wesléyan leaderéhip as.U...extreme'conservatives in politics,
opposed not merely to social revolutlon, but also to the
__lloeral and radical reform which later became so-closely
identified with 19th. century British nonconformity, to trade
. unionism and other manifestations of labour actiﬁity." 46

- Apologists of Methodism affirm this st ﬁce only too clearly.§7
The hallmark of Wesleyan metnodlsm was its deep—rooted
intransigence;- Wgssentially Protestanﬁ in its reverence for

the Bible, in its 1n51¢tence upcn individual conver51on and

reSpongloﬂllty, and in its stress upon nollness in the world

Hlethodism was yet Cacho;lc in 1ts.sacrementar1anlsm, in its

AN
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authoritorien government and in its empnasis upon the ﬂec—
-essity of a corpdrate expression fpr religious experilence.
It was ind&iably'Protestént but it was -2 new umember of the
Engl’cl'Protestant family."48 1t offered no challenge to .
tnhe societal order, on the contra ry, backing it to the hilt.49
ln_paying homage to the socio—political structure Methcdism
firmly sanctioned, and indeed .was a zealous exponent, of tne
économic ethic. YAt no point diad early Metnodism display
its mood more enthusiasticélly than in that part of its en-
terprise devoted to témporal interests. Its ideal was &
quality of life vitalized by a feligious notive, but present
benefits'remained in-the foregfoﬁnd. Was not the unigue
‘theme of every sermon the immediate moral transformation. of
cndracter, authenticalted not by a remotely realized salve-
tion, but by the discernible evidences of social conduct?120
Methodism was a staunch supooruer of the work.eth ic 25 a duty,
Godly and morally proper; a keen controlle; of lnddSleal
misconduct.’t  This was-a éirect result of n.. a firmly.en—'
trenched view of humgn‘nature, the.Christian tradition and
the surrounding social situation (which) éll.combined to
eievate the prestige of the activities of the economic life.
Rzch of these laid upgon wen the necessity of the industrizal
virtués; All of themost respectable opinion argued that
human nature could not withstand-the_ra#ages ofhidleness.
Work was a condition of happineSs. L persistent industrious-
nLesSs wés, alco, the mark of moral character. The traditional’

Caristian etunic and the snloooletb of Purltap legallsm were

n>2

=t one on this point.
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One can be forgiven for a sense of Gé

j& vu having rzad
jeber on Protestantism dut the'sténéé.of Mathodisna must be
traced because there nave been so'many apologists who have
defined it as radical. The above has tried to show that
Methodism supported the dpctrine of'the Zstzblished Caurch .
aﬁd nence avidly favoured the status quo.’ Tnis was not a
simplistic relaticnship éince peoples! meaniﬁgs were involved.
Methodism certainly felt the effects of working class activity,
for exemple in its evangelical spread, its épenfair meetings,
the particular type of hymns etc., but such_movemeﬁts do_nét
negate the fact that the doctrine of Methodism had strong
roots in the Established Church. As a result, it was not-a
. . .- (,on"cunQC.
rioverent for the working classes, thougnh it cezpered signifi-
cant numbers-gi tﬁem, beczuse in favouring a doctrine fervently
oro-capitalisk it was by definition against ihe 1nt°re5us ot
the prolexariat.53_ |

' The development of Metnodism, however, #itnessed a move-
ment increasingly to the right. The early-decades of the
19th century were dominated by the autocracy of Jabeu Bunting,
a Tory of thé first order. Added to this was ‘the radical
effect which the Metnoalst streéss on T'espectabilit:y and in-
dusiry was having on its members - Many were peconing wealthy
in turn. This.activity hed a reciprocal influence on;the
Methodism movement, as;." tne standards and outlcok of the

leaders of the Wlesleyan tended to reflect those of the ruling

otion of the. community. T\e-uniqueness of the new move-

=

rent as a progremme OF socizl reform was adulterated into &

pale nue Gf-respec‘ce.bilit‘,y."54 With'the s%ift to the rignt

Y
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znd overt dsfence of the status

experience problems in recruiting the groleteriat. Indeed,
by_fa? the mgjority of the working cizsses were excluded from
any religion. This did not mean that they were immune to
the SOC¢et 1 hebnmony wnich deemed Christianity good.  Even
the lOweSt ClaSS accentsd this put they could not come to
terms with a sect whico £0 openly followied the existing order.
Thus renxk andlfil rs in the Methodist movement tried to ac-
comzodate the conscicusness of the working classes as yet un-
involved with the sect. Primitive'MethodiSm érose in response
"to the desperate social conaltlons, particularly of northern
miners,and brought a ra dlCallsm to English religicn not séen
for ‘two nundred years. S E

Hugh-Bourne and.William Clowes began the movement in the
wastes of the Staffordshire coalfield, preaching to workers_'
in the most aoJevt c1rbum5uances.55 To reach such people thg'
‘Primitive Methodists had to come on at a very basic .level.
The miners were a race who clearly knew of religion, even
aduiring the relil glous,but so cut off uerp they from that
part of society that'gracticed gither Protesuantism or VWesleyan
 Hethod ism that only the Primitive Methodists made-any'real
'headway. Herain'lay the'auoeal ot the "Renter® sects.
Hoobsbawn. exululns n,. It was totally untheological, unintel-
lectual and emotional. It is cuaracturLStlc of worxln“—cl
'sectg that they were designed for the uneducated, so trat
pzssion ané morality, in which tne most ignorezpt éah compete .
on egual térms, were the exclusive criteria of feith and.

FI 4 lr/ . .« v ~ - - - -
salvation."2© The camp meeting outsiae the traditional chagel



it
snd an appeal to phe ’guti were tne defining characteristics
oi early Primitive Methodism; alongsida'tre novelty oi a
rudainentary -e*ccracy s;areu amongst the participants.
Wnat is more, Pri;itive Methodism'di& not just allcw 1its
members dpmocratlc participation. - Besides this and offering
salvation, its pewbers were too involved in day-to-day
struggles of existence té escape the wed of tradghunion
activities. On the contrary, their preaching gave then a
fine training éndsorétory. Furtner as Moore noted receﬁtly?
their newly-found respectébility labellad ther as potential
ora; superiors. Ccnsequently, it is no surprise to find
tne trade uniocn leade*s pr*marlly Prixitive Methodists, par-
tﬂcularly in the period 1840-1850. 5%  #oreover, these early
Primitive lethodists often proiessed a philosopay which
- smacked distinctly of socialism.®0 ith Such a.proletarian

view as this it is scercely surprising that Pr;mlulxe Methodi

rm o in

0)

should break with the Wesleyans 1in 185;, or tnat Hobsb
z-later paper could observe that ".. Primitive Methcdisa was
so closely identified with trade unions as- to bscome, pr“c—

;

ol

o

tically, & la:oar religion".
Primitive Methodism was not only distinctly #oriing class
but it aspired to & social ideal whicha at the lesst could be

czlled radiczl. However, to conclude that Primitive Metnod-

ism responded to e demands of a deprived proletariztl 1S to
fail coagletalj to examine the otner side of tne dislactic.
The Primitive Metholdists did nobt-simply arrive to answer the
cz1] of the miners for salvatlon. Tha minars Knew peforanand

_apout religion, though tney were unable to azcecept its existing



mVu;“v_on s, but Jt 13 st they were iavoived in the systen

snouzih to have been prepared for & religion. . Thsy were 711G T
innatsly atheistic. On th2contrary, it sppezrs that they

ionz held soie religious conceptions though they rarely 3is-

_ PR . . . 2 . . . A
played them to institutions. The pitimen were preparsd 10T

Y

a British religion earlier if it ceme &v & level to appeal

to them. Further and even more significant, Primitive -
2 i =] 2

mathodism had distinct origins traceable pack in Englisa
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religious |

structure of British society. 0f course, they-were radical
ﬁithin wnat thévsystem allowed, but comé the crunch Priﬁitiva
Meathodism was essent1a¢xy product of British hegemonv;_ As
sucn wnen it appearad in Durhanm 1t broug nt Ilrm llnA with

the outside system; nsgating ahy notion of ‘isolationism'.
Primitive Méthodism introduced into'every_village a stfuctural
extrapolation of the widér systém. Primitive Methodisa,
radical &s religions go, was essentially conservatl ive in bsi ﬂg
‘2 British religion. lts'quarrel wita the Es 51 ned.Chgrch
was_orgénizational not doctrinal.62 |

Look to 1ts origins. The founders, Bourne ;nd-Clowes,

had.as taeir “purpose.. to form & party opon wnat they clied
tihe simplicitf and uniformity of primitive Methoﬂiém; they-
“maintainad that Met thodism had lost its original character and
its wmembers were conforming to the worid in spirit, nanners,

dress, etc.n63 A religion Il ox1n~ bzex tc its founder could

ca

not offer zny radical break with established belief. Indzed,

wnat is clear is that Primitive viethodism when it was rzdaical

% Ry Q_,cc_n;\\(% se (ke ele7 CIMHC((S cf Kenchll (“706):
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was so in spits of itself, and it alweys neld the brakes.on

¥ Heppbouru in 183Z

any socizl rebellion. Hence we see Toma

1520

e anG tarowu ;uo&t

t strike action was ins

<
cr

‘H

mourning thsz

) -~

bj'

urging lew abideness and prayer. Tne philosopay of the
Primitives lay in persuasion, law and order, prayer and

ved

"5
(D

diiizence - all products of ortaodox -ell rion wiich s2

r

to bring tae pitmen into 'the ewmbrace of acceptable Canristianity.
We read in tne official history of Kendall that the prayer--

e

}3H)

meetings were ﬁever a tareat to bourge 01s order. Most
phatically,;".;-it would be wrong to describe tiese li?ely
meekbl gs as lawless. Taat they could not well be if Hugna
Bourne nad anything to do with then. 'Our.ruies', says he

'werz strict!. Everyone must keep out of sin and none were

1S

. /.
_— x . . ,O - . .
allcwed to use improper expressions.h Here we witness sin

equated with lawlessness, sure sign of established re g ion. -
The saze autinor in 2 iater voluse bbserves the Primitives!
roles as working-class ieaders. .. They Jeéé méaeratars
aé vell as 1leaders in the strdggle for there were amoﬁgSu
tiheir followers exasberated men smarting unter thneir wroags
and tasre weres also go inconsiderablé number of young hot-
bloods, as well as a sprinkilin of'men of little principle,

té whoa ﬁevolution delusively promissd guick and large returns,

- - -

while the methods of Reform seemed tame in comparison and slow

' in yielding but meagre results. For all this, the leaders

o

beinz for the most part Christian men, and shrewd and patient

<
withal, set themselves resolutely. to withstand the tenptation
to resort to violent and illegal methods; and the cause taey
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chcmpioned was, in the end, the gaiasr Dy tne self-restraint
and wise leadership though in many cases tne reward camz oo

£ .
late to be of any use to them wno had earaed it".“S Such

an uuholder of the stetus quo. What hallmarks Primitive

C‘

ism is its "oous within the Protestant faith; roots
wnich stressed good-will, conciliation, hard work and loyealty.
This it brougat to the Durham coalfield, introducing a belle

vnich differed chiefly in presentation to that of the Estab-

,__.

iished Caurcih. It was a plebizan religion; never proletarian
As such it wrenched the pitmen deeéef into the morass of the
pourgeois world view of English sociéty. Tne Durham nminers
could.not be cut-off when. witnin every villase thé Primitive

Miethodists introduced a structural componcht of the cultural

‘l,

apparatus.. Bning an emanation from mainstream Englisn religic:
it was Cayuurea in British Socieby!'s hebemon1c fa ric and com-

pél ed ‘to remaln within it unull that cultura l comlnatlon was
-overcone. |
-Ah und tandlag of the situztion of Primitive'Methodism

in Durham helgps conszderablj in explaining tne conduct of the
-Durham miners between 1554—191), partlcularTJ in the levaer-
ships! relation with the grassroots. ftoreover, an nlstorl al
“na1ys¢s enables one to grasp the chang ces wnich Primitive
fiethodism itsell updcruent witain th1s period. Lt the outj'

set its presentation of necessity was radical, though it neld

cr
v

aplisned Britisa re11d;on. s the-

century progressed one witnesses the increasing prominence of



a similer incorporution to tuat winich Hebthodism itseli nal

undergone. Ezrlier submergad rcots grew sironger and they
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in turn encouraged tne religicus to take ta
to Liberalism.- By 1880 tnere had been Two Primitive
Methodiéms - that of the age of Chartism ané thet of Vie-
ﬁqrian laissez—faire. |

~

. 2. Myth of Durnazm miners continually strikinz:

An integral component of the contemporary wisdom-is the
notion that Durham pitmen, up until the Second #World tar,.
were the venguar rd of the British proletarizt, unionized to

a nen and availing tqemselvcs of every opportunity to attack

¢

the ovners. 1t is hard to sheke the nyth of tne violent men

" of the North-East wno so uorrle the dis-nard Tories of 15z

.-

9,

but tnp fact remalns that EuTGL’ﬁO
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story tioe Durham
miners nave seemed lotn’ 'to nit at the cwners. The truth of-

the matter is that it was the coal ovmers wiio were. the mili-

pass an o poruunzty to assail

¥
oa

tznts in Durham, never lettir

the pit—men. The Durhan miners, on the otner na na,L:dery005-
only three strikes frbh 1832 to 1526 and even these are caar-
-acterizéd by an urgent desire of the union zgents to end the
‘struggle as soon &s possibie."

A strike is an aggressive action, initiated by the working

Y, ~

cless .to improve their conditions, whereas a lock-out is &
Gefensive move, teken to continue the status quo in face of
assaults Trom the owners, usually to reduce wages. Taking

nltlons as criteria, it_is possible to list the

e,
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zctions .- of

® the Durham miners in categories. 1351 saw the =
mirers on the attack, sparking off a strike agzainst tae

contitions of work. The following year the rcles reversed.

844 was a strike, though it was met by a lock-out from the’

}_l

owners, making the event a peculiarly defensive and aggressive
movement of the pitmen. 1879, 1892, 1921 and 1926 were zll
creat lock-outs. Whataver thne mjch—muxers plead, it remains

that the most monumental struggles of the Durham miners wers

‘.J
rs

the face of attacks from the owners.  They say 2 lot for
tle-area. The clashes were defensive, on the terms of the
owners who could select the field of batti; in times of
depression (there has never Deen a strike in Durheanm ﬁhen coal

was in short supply, surely the best time to launch an

offer 51ve) when a lock-out could actually be of benefit to

> - z
ovmers wno could sell surplus stocks at inflated pricas.°7

This unlqultv of delen51ve zction 1s 21l the 'rorn astoupdlnD
in view of the reallsatlon_tnau the two lauer"bountry—W¢de
siTikes were both victories for the miners, although much was
ilost in 1912 and 1920 due to the tcmer;ty of the un_on leeder-
snip backsliding all the way in their desperate haste for a-
settlement. Ironically, they were the only times thet the
Durhanm mineré ended a struggle on the winniﬁg si@a.

3. Myth of D.M.A. leadersnio conspiring agsinst the true

wishes of their mepbers:

The thesis that the union officizls wers the constant

s68 . .
vetrayers of their members belongs to Dave Dougl ass His 1is .

an eloguent condemnation aft trade union dbureaucracy in Durhan.

-
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Douglass‘ assertvions create a number'of problemns. For

Douglass looks to rank-and-file action as that which ougnt

£,

to be the lead in D1rn"m and concludes his historicel survey
with "...there were the men, the owners, and firmly between

taen tone lull—tlma agents wno negotiated on their beha ut

_came to totally unsatisfactory agreements and then spent the

wulk of the time trying to ram them down the throats of the

zen."®9 It was the union lea rshlp that, being,%deeply

afreid of independent working class action", 70 prolonv ed in

’I

Durham the anomalies of the Sliding Scale, fi tlng all thne

way the wishes of'thé grassroots. -
Thé'cause of ﬁhis situation ungléss lays Tfirmly at the
door of trade union bureaucrats, that as the D.M.A. employed .
full-tcine offibials it was due to.the ﬁparficular character®
that dev ;oped from this position which led to the split
71 '

oetheen tiie agents and their members. Unfortunately,

-

instance, not once does he aslk why the members, if so dis-
satisfied, q1d not "k¢Cn them out' ‘as he informs us happened
at lodze leveL.72 lnaeed Douglass convenlently OvVerlooXxs tﬂc
fact that these agents throughout thé l9th. century stood forﬁ

re-election every year and yet were opoosed only on 4

_occasions between 1869-1526 (and then to be returned with

taundering majorities).79 Why, if so much displeasure, did
not the membership mandate their lodge sections to sack the

incumbent agents at the annual councl 112 Further, if the

o

Coumittee, changed DY rule every six.months, was SO frecuently

"/

fficials gave such poor service; wny was it that the Executive



filled by the sane personnei_on iodge votest /4 Azain,
why is it thaf tne Durhaz pitmen elected agents 'drawn from
tne ranxs of tae mooerate, self-sducated, témp erav é minérs"
(Douglass) when what they should have been doing in the
author's ouwn terﬁs is electing hard-line militants? nile
not being so nzive as Garside,75 his statement of individual'
power in the union carries the weight thao if tnings were 50
unsatisfactory the agents could have baen aisplaced. The
activity in the union from lodge.lavel is yet another factor
overlooxed by Douglass and yet how would he'square the im-
mence amount of local involvement in union affzirs with the
assertion that the officials were cut off r276  1n snort, given.
the-higﬁ activism in the union, then i thers had been such
conflict within it, how was it that the agents were never dis-
missed? (even though there were oocasional lodge resolutions
calling for their resignation)?f How ¥Io uld Douglass °£ylu1ﬂ
thé phenomenon, for instance, of tne Council at times asserulng
its power and overrulinﬂ tne Executivé Coﬁmittee? Tnat tnis
hzppenad at 1ntchdls throub“out the period is surely witness to
the democracy of tne union, and, mors importantly, the power
available to the rank—and—file if they became thoroughly dis-
affected.’® |
Douglass's analysis, of course,.is verﬁ much akin to ohat of
tichels.!? 1In fact it suffers from precisely tne sawme -Tault

-~

as does the classic statement on ollaarcny in toat it confuses
: 80 )
structural witn psychological bases of oligarcay. dhat 18

underestinatec by botn writers is the necessity for a oonfidenco
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th psychoiogical links betsesen thz neads
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and the graésrootﬁ, fcf successful oligarcny to &r
-spiracy theofies always fall aowmn in that they overloox, thet
tne rank-snd-file can ina democracy ultimately displace tae
bld and create new leaders. The onLy way for a aemdcnatic
oligarcny to survive 1is to retain the respectof ‘the led.
Oéherwise'it will fail. -Such vas the case within the D. .4,

acond decade of the 20tn centure. There wiere

w

up until the
certainly structu a1 factors which lsd to shortcomings in

tihe democratic machine. One need only consider under this
heaéing the issue of power in'the D.M.A; and it-is guicxly
rezlized that it was tae Executive Committee and not the

Co uncil which nad the lurgest influencs, in that it met fre-
quently and dealt witn the day-to-day union affairé, ynile

tae Council sat bi-montaly, and “;tnougn 1t tneoretically head
supreme power, in fact it rarely exercised its ;reroaative.
hgain, the Executive Conmittee, as 1t cnanged every six montns
gave the agents unexpectad zutnority, sincse tney were periiai-
ent members oi tne cormittees znd nence able to master the
complexities of the job wnereas nor".a1 memberé could only gain
a relatively brief experiencse. Tne afenns, and particularly
tne secretary, clearly came to enjoy a position which wust hav
assisted their contlnuation.in'offiqe in tna; they becalke eX-

gert in their job vaile tne rank-and-filer was stuck in the

}_.J

,8

bit tuey sat on all cozmittees; nad breat respect pecauss

ic,

ney neld the suprene positions of tne union; tnay decided

ctr

vnat was to appear on the Council agenda d the secretary



the officers.

controiled, devised and saw to the publicaticn 2
union rews - 1o pracvu cical ter:ms tnis meant Thet ne had the
rigit of attacx and answer to his critics, assisted by tne

. _ _ A
weight of formal appearance and distriﬂution.U Ldded to

the above was the by no means inconsideradle influence of

power to call con;lt meetings (and to dispenss them)

lying witn the secretary, Sélwuile a generel ruls disallowad

any ctificism of tne officials unless it w&s oresented visa

-

8 . .
> Sucq were tne strhcnuraT zdvantages enjoyed
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by the leddership once elected (though it does n

wny & particular type was elected), anrd any reaaing of the

_hnistory of the Durham pitmen snhows tnat, whatever 1its short-

comings, taoere is much to vindicate Douglass! accusations as
tae grassroots bevan to cnallnnge what alzost became a crude

au c;acy under Jonn Wilson, who in answertd tae undermining

O

f his autnority by .tagitators', turnea 1ncreasiﬂgl" to

" gtpuctural reinforcements of his power, such as:tempting ToO

4

_have agents elected permanently in-1893,8°anc tne adroit

- ° = 2 ] ", b (| 8.—“
change of rule 1n 1906 which hamstrung annu uzl couniclis. /

”“at stands out chiefly iﬁ the nistory of tne Durheam miners
is not taat tne leadership was cut ofT frcm the members. On
the contrary wnat is most striking is the 1nmcnoe suypporl
and confidence invested in the lsadersinip. It stands true
that Crawiord had & puch more secure_situafion than did Wilson

inz at local level,

m
| _l

who was increasingly out of touch with Tfee

o

-

but nevertieless cne still C‘HMOb zvolid tre conclusiOﬁ'thaE t<

& major extent it was tnese two men wiom the grassroots wanted
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the D.M.&. How else dces on2 explein the
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germancy of their posts in fece of annual slection?  now
eise the revereace enG influence exeried by tnis duo wherever zarg
ppon wiatever they spoxetY  How.else could Crawford stand in

U

aeh a confident position as te tell striking lodges to return
to-work'and still retain
b“ese men be so unanimously elected to represent their members

cn arJltPut;On boards znd as M. P.Js)? The crucial point to malke

is that Douglazs attacks the D.H.A. leaGership beczuse taey
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ladstoniszn-Liberal framework, not that they

were cut off from the membership. 1t is clear that, on tke

contrary, for most of the 1l9th century tke rank-and-file

wanted such leadership in that they placed tneir conficence in
'ilson and Crawford.

There are two other points made by Douglass that nseb nen-

L

-tioning. ne first may be dismissed gulte briefly. This

refers to his selection of 'militant' lodges to tack up his

‘thesis that the officials were out of touch with local activisez.

Apart from the atypical nature of such selection (who not
elect @ quiescent pit to prove precisely the opposite?), even.
within his own terus the lodge thnat he centres -on, Thcriley,

-.

leaves a lot tc be desired. Fair enough he expounds on the

we-and-cry and attacks on the agents over the Lax affair in
but Douzlass overlooks the faci that Thornley, a nive’
of 'militancy!, took some emezingly reactionary decisions in

vy

this period, such as & refusal to contribute to the defence

VOting egainst the nsed for ' national conference (more- parochial

than even the agents); and even urging & vete cf censure cn
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the zgents for daring to Gelve into politics imstead of

sticikly to l.'t;ra‘.de"ai‘f".illr's.% " Thoraley lodge, wnatever 1is
propensity to strike, was scarcely a shining eiémple of
Toresight.

The second, and major, evidence which D “"luss refers to

is the ubiquity of local strikes in the county taroughout th

period 1669-1926. Tnat theve was a continuous stream of

localized stoppages is undeniable92 and maeny certeinly refl

L)

satis

wm.

ed a di action witn existing conditions in the county,

evicdenced further by the freguency of illegal stoppages rising

as the rule of Wilson came to an end. 1t has to be conceded

[(H]

that these strilkes bear witness to profound frustration with
donditions. However, what DouglasSfails to supply is an ac-
ceptable reason for stating that this is.indiqétive oi the
unsatisféctory behaviour of the agents. On the contrary,
tiiere 1s nozh;ng in these stoppages which can.ailow on2 to
argue that they were initiated as a éonsc;ggg attempt to
ondercine tne officials, surely the first action of disaffect-
ed mempers. 93 That tﬁey were a oractical sign of di;illusion—
‘ment from the-men is certain, - out inverizbly there was no
articuleted critigue the agents within thémi- It wes only
in the struggles of the second decade of :he 20th century that
lotal stogpages began to carry overt attacks on the union
_leadership.94 This issue 6f lécal strikes will be returned

to velow.
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nuber of points to

(z) The paracdox of unofficial striges unucrml ing the lesader-
ship end the agentb Drovectlfv, yet there was no conscious
attempt from the local lodges to thmrow out the officials.

3 o

riazl militancy of the lodges not re-

ot

w

(b) Wny wes the indu

iy

lected at tne county chel by a militent trade unionisn?

#hy were tnere strikes ab the lodges and yet the plumeu

[¢]s}
m

waited to be locked-out over county disputes?

ect of the close 1inks witn the rest of

Hy

(c¢) wnat was the ef

British society on the pitmen

The solution must lie in the guestion of the consciousness -

of the pitmen._ It was their interpretaticn of -events and

.¢

their conseqguent acticn which is uno crucial factor in un.

B

analysis of'Durnam-"iners; The central issue is wny did
the miners diaznose their sitﬁatioﬁ_in such an apparently
bel_—cont"”d¢cuory vay’? _This_questicn in turn evokes 2
discussion of the connexibns of Dur -ém end the wider society.

“inat matters is now did the miners get their ideaS? The

.&S'
welgnt of tnis &qgar is that the tiec of Durnam to Britisnh

society, particularly through tne initiato;y ro¢e of Primitive:
Methodism, gave impetus to tﬁe incorporation'of the pititen

into the ﬁider culture. The Durham minérs to an unusual ex-
tent were infliuenced by'the.hegemony95 of British caplitalisce
torougnout the 19th an ﬁ inte thé_?Gth centure. Indeed, alter .
the 10680s taeir nistory is o“; of 2 fignt from militant ranx-
an&—file%s te .bresk tire mzjority from tui hela. Tne defezt

of 1936 attests to tkeir failure in this regard.



-

is that at the tice the big coal
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poois began in the Worth Bast- in the early 1Gth century te
-~ whnole society was geared to the interests of a ruling class.

Religion was trneir religion, education was their education,

solitics were their politics. Thne system poscessed none of -
v \ I £
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tize subtlety it_was' later to gzein, ratner it worke
‘ruling clazss wao overtly operated the méchanlsms. Cne shoulcd
hardly express sufprise at the radicalism coming frdm the
working ciass in view oi such monogoly. Indeed, when one
qonsiéers the appalling wofking class living cénditions, par-
ticularly ih mining, what needs to be expleined is not &hy

they fabelled, but wny they ever stopped the revolt. Tne
reason lay primarily in the cultural negemony o;_une ruling

" class. Ccntem“orarj morality - their morality - legitimated
their control in the eyes of the i masses who were its rcceptorsgf
it was not, naturaily, a one-sided rel;tionship but the fact
repains tnat the working cless rarély“had anydbolitical answer

o

to tials negemony and 2s & rasult had only tne outlet oI a

rezction to their economically subservient r01 ~ Protest
ratiier than revodit. Not that tnis did not pose a threat -

particularly in luter years, but rarely, if ever, was th
legitimacy of the sycted &uestlo ed. 1t was no accident that

the zenith of British capitallsm orought with it a moral rec-

-y

titude without precedent. WWith the workers threatering ire-
cuent industrisl action ana *Plguxtlec staring evan & cursory
cobserver in tne faci, there had to be & reciprocally strong

ﬁ?@%ﬁg@@«moral’pressure to justify the continuation and nealth



oif the system. It is a necessity
of dourgeci:c morzlity, especially from 185C until the end of
toe century, a time when the ruling class was particulariy

)

active in drenching thie society wit

'S

1 moral justification for
their superiority. Iindeed, it it surely significant that

o

the'gcr od lsz—TBBO vinen the escaclishea order looked in

hin the ranks of th

(¢}

ruling classgitself as it
adapted to allow in the nouveaux riches and utilitarisn

pougeoisie. This negemony was prevalent in Durham county

from toe start of the 19th century, medizted by the gress, cap-

italists, clergy, and even such working class institutions' as

tie uanion and the chapel.
At thne pit-head, however, conditicns of work had bsen so
cveritly dsstructive that the men for many years had been

aware cl thelr subservient position. | As early &as 1862 there

£y

naa ceen a petition of some 2,000 miners appealing to tnv

Ring for better facilities, but it zppears thet ".. the petiti

Wwas never presented because the men were cajoled, and pbuilied,

- [e]
into withdrawing their signatures from the document "2/ in

spite of failure, there clearly was a practicel expression

of dissatisfacticn from the pitmen. Acute physical constraints

al least forced them into some sort of consciousness against

toueir state, although there was no notion of a replacement. It

Seems {uzt such spontanecus acts were comzon signs of protest.
Fynes observes of the 1&th century that ".. from tire to time

Lhe men rose in rebellion against working any longer in &.

certain pit and after remaining idle for a week or more, and
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sometimes after comaitting a number of extravagances, such as

tting the gin

(“

tnrowing the corves dowa the snaft, or upse
which was used for crawing the coals to bank, would return
again to their dangerous and unnea1tny lebour, none the better
Tfor their resistance. 198 Clear too, Ircm the researéh.of
Douglass, is the fact that the renk-and-file often rose in
spontaneous rebellioné,99 impelled into a consciousness -of
their position by physical fectors, and actually still do, -

whatever the actions and pleas of the union. The point is

that mining is a job that thrusts upon the pitmen acute

L4

physical constraints at tae pit féce. Crises freguently arise
here where there is no chance of avoiding themn. Responses to.
a hard seam or domineering mahager are immediaté.xf It is a
form of teuth® reaction. #ith so much chance for emergencies;
the nigh level of local stop‘ases is not surprising, partic-
ularliy when one considers the peculiar structuring of pit life
under tne 'marrowing! system.- At the sanme tgﬁe'it is vitel

to grasp that thne risé of consciousness as against conditions
at the pit did not extend to a rejection of much of the ré_'
maindgr of the cultural apparafus. They may well have been
écting out the class struggle in their working lives, but the
pitmen did not necessarily recognize it as_suéh.' In uncer-
stending that the meanlngs of t;e miners in a2 socio-political
sense were still governed mainly by the hegemony oflconservative
order, one can go far to explain why it was tkat trade union

agents and leaders were consistently Primitive Methodists, an

indication that at the grassroots the status qﬁo was scarcely

" G, o( Courke, b e cm\ws.hon of oo reduchers.
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cuestioned.100 1t is central to this gafup thet Primitive

15m was an offshoot of the culturzl hegemony, not in

[

rdho
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a simplistic one-to-one relationship - Methodism was made as
rwuch by the working class as for them ;_but.in the'last'analysis
it was for:the esteblished order and heavily involved in.the
conteitporary ethos.j With such & schema in mind it becomes
possible to understand thé separation- of the_industriai miii-
tency of the rank-and-file miner and-the'D.M.A. agent. Te
the'agents, as Primitive Methodists, the strike was a last
resort, Smaékinc of illegélity and on'a higher level hence'.
immpral. In turn the Len, ‘even where not Primitive Methodists,
would have voted for these leaders as both groups shared the
éocietal hegemony that practitioners of religion were'respectablsd
‘people. The pitmen could still hate réligious coalowners, but

eel z sense of deference for

L)

from their ovn ranks they could

the respectable man fighting on their side. There was i no
sense a cbnspiracy of D.M.A. officials, bécause they in turn,
deing Primitive Methodists, were more enveloped within the
Syster than the rank-and—file. They were more invelved in

. its hegemony and hence their consistent conservatism and desire
t0 quell pit-head troubles. Further, Primitive ‘Methodism it-
self, in encouraging thrift, temperance,;morality and indﬁstry
“ould assist the agent to rise higher in the society and to be
erveloped all the more. Tﬁe split between rank-and-file and

gent would widen with time. Certainly this was the case with

e}

oy

onn Wilson as ne grew into an increasingly staunch Liberal-

waile the remsersnip turned towards socialism.



The moral order of the_day, in respecting casital,'wa§ -
neavilily in favour of the capitalist élass. It was tae struggles
of tire working class, reflecting and shaping the established
negemony that created changes in our socio-politiczl -atmosphere.
Léne and Roberts underline this coincidence df tne hegzemony and

sccial structure when commenting on the obdurazte attitude of .

Lord Pilkington during the strike at St. Helens. "...This
'fort‘r ghtness, we would suggest, is a function of two tnings.

Firstly, a conviction of morszl recfitude uncorzlicated by doubt.
And secondly, and more imporfantly, because the preveiling
system of authority has never, in the history of the firm,.been
sericusly chailenged by its employees.n10l .Such 2 statement
applied as aptly to Lord honaonaerrj over a century ago.

. Exemine the morzl rectltude behlna nis infamous steatement to
the strikers at Seaham in 1844:-

"...I have pointed out to you the folly, the destruction
awalting 'you, by your stupid and most insane pnion. I gave
you t#o 1-feeks to consider wnether you would return to your
work, before 1 proceéded to eject ybu froz our houseé. I re-
tirned...and 1 found you dogged,.obstinate, ané de t retined:- -
indifferent to my really paternal advice and kind feelings to
tne 01ld Femilies...who Bad worked for successive ages in the
dines. I was bound to act up to my word,—bouﬁd'by ny duty te
ny property, my-family, and statien. 1 superintended thsesn
many evictions, i1t had no avail...(continues to state that he

wes compelled to bring over Irish- ‘blacklegs)...Pover will be

at nand to protect the good men and the strangers; you may rely



n

goon it HAJESTY OF THE LAW; A#D THE RIGHTS OF PROGPERTY will

-]

be protected and_prevai’."102 " This was the éort of diatribe
uu_t could be evoked without & twinge of guilt becezuse the
system was Qermeated with sucn beliefé. In & significant
ohrase the authioress continu ,..it must be remerbered tnat
Lofd Lon&bnderry's attitude was in keeping witk fhe generally
accepted opinicn of the day and most certainly shared by other
coal-ovmers and employers oi the period."lo3 That fhe OWNers
eajoyed such a moral climate S0 suited to taeir interests was
edventeaged even further since their hegemony diffused throu "h
tc the pitmen. Describing evicted miners, McCutchecn givea

& striking example of this permeation throughithe social'scale.
"For these pitwmen were often put out of their homes and were

to be seen on the highways of uurnam,_a patretic sight with
their pitiful worldly'goods packed on to some pony-dravm flat-

cart, driven away in their sezrch for work...0n the cart would

tn

De seen their modest.possessions: table,rocking-chair, ciiest of

arewers, cradle of rcckers, mangle and poss-tub, clipping-mat,

-

iron bedstead and bedding, two or three children uwspoged in

crevices on the lader cart and, surmounting all, with in-

- congruous dignity, & gilt-framed picture of Cusen Victoria.nl04

It was precisely because tnis sort of ethos pe ated tJ-Ouch—
Ut mid-19th. century Britain that the owners could control
toeir workers so well. Their rule was not only logical in

. 9u ursuing direct economic interests; it had also saturated

- neart and spifit;

That there existed & negemony on the morel plane s should not



nlind onento the existence of a structural suprewacy vinicn was
an integrel part of the societal ipstituticns. Tne coal
industry in Durham was from the outset controlled by aristoerzts

%o exercised immense power throughout Britain. They wersz

a signifigcant force in developing thes laws and policies whicah
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interests. As it was,
the political echelons could be occupied or influenced oy the
coal “ggnates with considerable eazse. - The 1842 Coal_Mines
Bill.was stripped of much of its sting by the ¥...coalowners
and tneir allies, opposing the bill, (who) were a powerful
quce. In the upper nouse sat influential figures like Lord
Durinam, Lord Melbourne, Lord Granville énd - rost hostile and

intransigent - Lord Londonderry. They were easily aoWe to

O

induce their fellow:peers to pass ammendaents, limiting ths
scope of tne Ack.. 105 15 the Elizabethan era the Earl of
Dud}ey was an-enthusiastic supportér of the coal barons at
newcasStle to. such a degree'that'he ﬁas rewarded by direct
interests in Durham collieries. Leter, in the 19th. century,
ﬁhe Home Secrestary, Lozd Castlereagh, was Londonderry!s

orother, and the owner of Seaham Harbour was & formeér Ampassador

ct

is

[

in Vienna, still wielding enormous power in the Lords
not difficult to understand why parlizmentary reform was so
_slow.106 Yet even more crucial to graép-is taat to a consid-.
erable extent the right of taese éristocrats to occuny such

arg
[ e

~
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pvositions was not gquestioned by tae Darqan pitmen for nmany .
Again the ruling order was instit Jthﬂal zed in the law of
tne land. Tne law is by definition conservative, aiminz to

Jreserve order wneraver a threat arises. That the law has
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a systea wnich found tarsatening the combination of vorkers to
eten into profit. Tne unionist was an economic, lsgalistic
‘enc¢ a moral affront. It was this combination-which'led to

widespread abuse of thne law against unionism in the Durnham

{\)

The Combdination Laws had been repealed in the
ies, but the dSSumJtlong benind tnem-were still prevglent
~amongst the'judiéiary,llo so it was regarded as no serious
offence to harrass 2nd ¢ 7rl any strikers (indeed when Cuthber;
Shipsey was shot by a_snec1al constable nemed \Jeddle while 6n
strike, the latter w&as sentenced to six months hard labour for
nis crime, while bpitmen who had”assauited blacgiegé vwiers often

transported for life). 11l a¢ the same time, the irony was

e

that so meny of the pitmen regarded

H

the law as impartial, the
Sceptics being exceptlona¢.112 C“alllnor and Ripley arulculute
the widesPread feelwng..."some miners had a naive belief in tae

2itimate fairness of ths law. ‘They thought the coalovmers, by

®

gulle and knavery, had succeaded in tem oorﬂrlly twisting the

iaw to suit their own purpose; by employing Hr. Roverts, tae

L bescame clear

e

uitzen would redress the balance. But soon:

N

that despite the tremendous e fforns of Rooerts this moul"
nov nappen. The law possessed a built-in bias favourlnc tas

Sy

Sabeoyers: the situation could only be altered o0y changing tae
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law... W0 The trazedy wn taat sc few of the pitzmen apprec-
iated tne structural limitations of the legal system.lli

s plebian sect which injected into avery village, in a

circuitous meanner, part of the culfural ap;aratus; Wnat is
pernaps more crucial is that the Primitive Methodists were not
so much the primary cause of consensus politics, but more they
rere the hardi ngers of the other elements of the culture.

out more signiricant was that having taken thae fi stens, tae
temperate miner would taen be led 1nco tne wider spherss of

Giladstonial-Liberal politics, reform, newspaper.reading and
all attsndant phenomena. Such characteristics of Primitive
Metnodism, particularly after 1860, had more in comzon witna

the respectable middle ClaSS than wita the miners! own kind,

'-h

meking the convert tnat much more likely to imitate the

stendards of the former while disdaining the latter, yet lead .

LY R
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fellow pitmen to recognize amongst thnem one wio was wo

ay o
her

n
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meeting the ovmers on - their be alr. 13 1t is cliear tpat
lies the explanation for the reluc g";u'of'the D.M.A. to
initiats strikes at = éounty level. Lt this stage it was the
union wiich .organized events and being lzd by Gladstonian
Liberals, it fought all along the way to.prevent them.

recoras of tne D.M.A. resound with an abaorrence for militant



frects of capitalist crises an
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into the strugzgle.ll? Unfortunat tely, this wes after tre union
had publicized trnelr weaknesses and allowed the owners to

‘Tigat on their own terms. Little woncder that tne Duraam

nilers lOSu -every struggle they enterad in such a manner. Aigain,

ly so padly out of con-
118

[
cr
._l-
<

it explains why tae pitmen did rél'

[N

ciliation when the trade was bOOjln" Tais is not to argua
tnat Durnam pitzen did not fight. Trey were frequenti?
urging the need of struggle to make advances. But tae voting
Tfor a strike coes not necessarily mean, as Douglass interprets,
a desire for a2 new order. The Durhem pitmen from what evi- -
denoe can be found, were militant in irade_affairs,.but:their
wilitancy dld not prevent them froam suppofting and indeed
actively encouraging GladStonian Liberals. They struggled for

ore from the existing system, and carped when it refused to

E3

pay, but not until the early 20th. cen‘“ry - apd unen onlv a
small minority - was an articulated opposition forwarded to thae
bases of the coal trade. This accounts for phe fact thet thé:.
pitaen continually struck only when on the defensive. Wnen
weges weres reduced.tney usually reacted to the cuts witﬁ venom,
Jut they saw no way of preventir g then othe; than an obst inate
resistance. Similarly, because they wers so enveioged in tne
wage-orice etnos they could easily.be bougat off by toe owmers

wnen trade tnrived, while the capitalists reaped proporticnately.

%

aucen greater profits. The separation of tne agents from the

grassroots lay in the degree of incorporation cf the groups.



The agents were to a man Primitive petlodists ana focliowers
, removed from the pit-face wnd its reszlities.
AS -such, they were thrust that much dseger into tae sociztal
hesgemony, enougin to reccgnize an
frse~trade doctrine. Tne pitmen oﬁ the otner daﬁd Wers thers
at tne ﬁréssroots, taat mucn further down the sczle of laissez-

by

fairs. That they accasted the essence of the doctrins will

w

te shown oplo.; qu'tle day-to-day existence of pit life com-
pelled tqu te reacét zgainst severe wage-cuts, sven wnen tasy
recpgnized tnea as justifiable. Tne split of industrial
militancy-and politicel articulation was not clesar-cut and
Cfawford, close to the pitmen, was at times himself conxusea.
wWilsont's office;'however, displzys tae increased incorporatiog
of tne Pri‘ itive Methodist sevt witn the result thzt there -
was an araent Gladstonian fighting a losing battle to retain

the Liveral confidence of his members in faece of the socizlist

:hat_Craﬁford's stance was mors visionary than that of the
rank-and-file. It is true that he was one of tae chief pro-
'yonents of the Sliding Scale and_attendant.COuciliatioﬁs.
Often the pi tMcQ showed marked antipathy towards these egrse-
ments but_more significant was that théy reactad always  to
Loe results,.never yuestioning tne political principle Bzhina

Liek. Crawford, on. tae other hand,inveiled fregueatly agzinst



“end the inegyuality of the economic order snd ursea men to

gove for reform. One cannot avoid the conciusion tout
Crawriord was & Liberal pecause there was no political ai-
ternative for hin, but tae dominant ideology was never shtrong

enough to prevent Crawford speaXing as "a pitmza and the s0n

of & pltm¢n"121 The renk-and-file reflsctza this contra-
aictioa in prectical terms by taeir persistznt localized
stcppages but throughout the period taey acguiesced to

Liberal standards in politics. In trade union business they

could be radical through their obstinacy towzrds waze cuts
1 b .

S . o e .
but untii tne Z20th century few pitmén attzcked the econonic

rationals of capitalism. . On the contrary, tae pitumen looked

constantly for solutions within the system, from emizsration

| y -

to !ca canny‘.l“ One need only look at the assumptions be-
nind the Sliding Scale to see the stance of tae Durham men.

5]

“Even after a period of intense conflict, the Council in 1881
could resolve thath.. We believe tnat tne Siiding Scaies are
the best arrangement which can be got for regulating wagses

i

of worimen, under the present circumstances.";2> Tanere were

true, but

124 e

W

ﬁany motions cohdemning the Slidiné Scale, it 1
| .

éVen_the attacks were couched in siﬁilaf orinciples.
éliding Scale was thrown over pefore 1890 but thé piltaen
still voted in the Conciliation Board in 1894, which was in’

L . , . e s e 125
practise the same organ, acceding to the wage-orice -connexion.

The abolished it in 13896 but it was re-established witnin & few
montas, though by now there were -pitmen and %especially tne

young men"léé, Wino were voiéing opposition.
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There was & reversnce for Gladstone amongst tas miners

wnich lasted well into the 20th century, toough signs o

3

dissent were creeping in by the early 18903.*‘7 py far

iy

the majority oi Durnam pitmen w re Liberals rignt up un-

o - Z28 P . .

til 1910, &nd indeed the change over to the Labour Party
in 1913 was more a new label tnan a real transiormation. A3

ate as January 1514 L‘oyd Ceorge came second in the poll

N
o

for four Gala speakers. This caused considerabls dissent
out nerrtnelbss is 1"u’CathG oi the nangovers of Lideralism

at & time when radical politics wUere sups
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Time after time the Council voted motions of thanks to Glzd-

: . 12 . . .
stone and nis conorts ‘9and it ought to be remsampered that

otions were passed by delegates mendated by taeir
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Lodgé zenbers wao had earlier voted amongst themselves on the
Council D"rogra.mme. .1885 was a very_active year for the D.id.:i.
'Solitically._ Crawforc and Wilson were Eoth nominated &s
parliamentary candidates, with no dissent fronm the'meﬂbers )
urely indicative of strong Liveral views throughout the Cocunty.

Admittedly, there was never again such una nlmluy witnin tae

rangs obut 1t took a long time before thers was a move from

%rotest to an opposition. 1889—1895 wers years of unprece-
dented militanéy in the pits, moving on. to a county demend

ﬁor reform, yet there was little in tae action which suggested
ﬁhat liberalism was on the wane. - Tne rising tide of mili-

%ancy was ratner a mood which indicated the shortcomings of

%133rall°d, thougn the miners saw’'the geanacea in chiefly get-

Certaialy there was a growing cadre of agitztors put the



Liberal control was much greater.iBi 1t says nmuca for tne
strenuous work of the I.L.P. agitators tnat jiilson becane

50 increuasingly out of touch with the views of the reni-and-

- 135 . . ko A v . s
rile. 22 But again, the parochialism of Duraam and its fight
against the M.F.G.B. cannot be altogetaer ascribed to the

machinations of Jonn Wilson (and incidentzlly that was strongly
liveral itself). There nad been a nuamber of militant lodges

for some time attacking tne lethargy of the tiners! National

s 4
Assoc1atlon13‘

and after the ¥.F.G.B's assistance in the 1892
struggie the D.i.A. affiliated with tnem.l™ Yet the follow-
;ing year Durham was exjellad fof:refusing to support tae
national stoppage.. Th nat Wilsdﬂ's chicapery nad a-lot to do
with tais is beyond doubt;36 but, nevertiaeless, tnere re-
msined the vote of 20,782 in favour of suppofting the strike,
witn 19,704 to work on. This was half tae pitmen voting
against tne nrogressive union. Even in such crises as the
early 1890s Durqam still had a large uerceqta;é of 91tmen
kean tc follow wilson's Liberalism.

The early 1890s marked the start of‘the break bpetween the
agents and the grass roots, #Wilson moving furtaer to itne -
rignt, while "outside agitators" began to make sign nificant
inroads into the county. Even witain the union executive
a2 strong challenge was to appear in the young Joseph Batey
unose consistent pleas for the minimum wage were only matched.
le tie regularlcy of ris elpct*on to the executive committee.
Tae first decade of the century saw Wilson defeated on three
S mejor count;, affiliztion wita Labour, tas Eight Hour cay ahd

tae #inimua Wage. Just before his deatn in 1919 the area was
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s0lid Labour. Unfortunately, the change for tne officials

%as more in name than in action. They had many traits left
over from the L;beral days in which tney had been reared; bﬁt
perhaps more important was the Lebour - stance itse}f.l Tﬁé
agents had been drawn into &epproval for tne party Because of
its wiliingness for modefation. It seemed in most.reSpecté
notning more than an expansion of the Liberal hope of more

working—clasé representation and further it'envisaged chagge

coming via parliamentary procedure.137 Strikes and militant

(urk

.swndicalism_were not part of its vocabﬁlgry. The-p tmen
.wqﬁld simply vote in their representatives and the agents would
do tre rest. . There was visualized no notiqh of conflict which
could nqt-be solved inside the debating chamber. A number of
the_dfﬁicials cérﬁainly had nopes for a more just &nd even
socialist. society, but there wese imzmense limitations in
Itheir tlidberall approach.l38 Added to tnis was the fact that a
number wno had bezn Liberal members mérely cﬁéhgéd their name
and not their beliefs. On the other nend, the Durham pitszen
hzd been startled into an unprecedented militancy-during-and
just after the Great war.139 They now looked to the Labour
Party and its plans for tne nationalization of the pits as thei:

future selvation. Some 50,000 of the young men of the cpunty'
had been at war and they returned eager for better tnings.  Thi
'Laboﬁr 4.P.s were sarely elected-and the miners placed their
trust there, being quickly informed that their industrial
‘militanecy was unnecessary. Lzbour was the political outlet

tnat was eveilable, but it was an emanation of the British

perliamentary tradition and foredoomed to inactivily in the



greac incdustrial struggles of the 1G20's. Tre pitwen diss-
ipzted their aspirations in men who were Laoour in neme only

and those tnat promised socialism were committed to only
talking ebout iﬁ.

1921 saw the pattern of 1926. The owners were allowed to
pick the battleground. W-The agents‘of the D.M.A. were as usual
snpunning a strike,140 buﬁ were thrust into it By the indust-
rially militant membership with an overwhelming vote to resis£
wage reductions.l4l The de;eat wasaa port ent of ﬁhe‘futuref
The agents had oppossd its inception and urged an end to the
lock-out as soon as pqssible. -Direct action w saahathema-to
then. All raith was placed in the bzllot box, eveﬁ wnile tne

lock-out had bezun. Tne zgents could only carp at the owners
142

’L\

disobeying the rules.
In the years 1921-1926 the Durham pitmén continued their

virtuelly uncritical ‘support of the Labour Partyl?3 in line

with the officials 6f the union who took eulogy to a fine art==

The split lay in the fact that the miners Taced life in tne pits

and nad to work the pits %All° the LabOu” reyresenua ves susad

for soC1a 1sm in the Conmmons. ne pitmen nad to face the
increasing .attacks of the owners at tne pit-head Thne union

letharzy was even getting through to some of the lodges, but
few could envisage an alternative to Labour politics. In 1625
end January 1926 the agents faced mo‘:ons,o; censure for their
inazctivity.145 When pne'lock—ouﬁ began in May it, Y'epre=entec1

tne culmination of the capitalist offensive. The D.M.L.

agents continuved to urge their trust in the Labour Party's



parliamentary manceuvres while the owners atizcked tra de

v Y

unionis:. The failure of the D.M.A. to act during the struggl
itsell guaranteed the owners victery. Trey preferred
negotiations wiile the owners and the government active Lf under-

mined the pwtm ns! stance. The parliz uentrry tactics were 2
LamentabLe failure, yel both the men and the agents were.sure'
prisingly uncriticel. The former nad efureseeu soiie exa

peration with the union's dilatory stance, but the Lzbour Party

appearad Lo promise a better life for zll - if ‘only slowly.
Tne fact was that the pitmen's militancy found no political

-

exgression. Thney saw the Labour programme as their desires,

o

put the Labour Party and the union leaders lacked the teetn

to fignt.. That the Ditmen were eager to fignht is evidenced
not only from the mushrooming of orgeanizations in spite of the

- union in Cnopwell and the Newcastle Strixe Committee,146 but .
without the organization of the D.u.A..thé pitmen viere destined
to stay always on the défensive. Only an offensiﬁe movemenﬁ
cculd have beaten the Baldwin machine. A lead fvom-the D.HM.A.
would have provoked tne gravest crisis, obut it never came.l47
The miners were left frustrated. Tneir onliy outlet was_in

their sdoration for A.J.Cook - he was the one OLfIClal who

reflected the rank-and-file militancy in a political forn -
148

versonnel occupying the centrel posts. They were still soiia
Lapbour, with its roots deep in Britisn culture. The pitmen
$Tiil continued to acceut & separation of pclitics eand coal

- mining. There was still a lack of congruity between treir

€
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industrial militancy and pélitical awaréness. Triey were
still ensnared by the cultural apparatus from which their.
political activity nad sprung. They had struggled to throw
orfl’ the yoke ol Liberalism only to bes duped by the verbzal
epithetﬁ of Lebour. Harold Wilson's comment that the Labour
Party owes "more to Methodism than to Marx" contains a kerrnel

of truth.  He might as well nave said that it owes more to

capitalism than it does to socialism. .
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Henry Tudor, "Political Myth", Pall Mail 1972.

N

"z politicel myth explains tihe circumstences of those to whom
it is addressed. 1t renders their experience more coherent;
it nelps them to unde stand the world ir which ti gy lively.139
i. ef. J. Wilson,:"Memoirs of a Labour Leader", Unwin 1G10.
anecdote he relates of a publican in Shorehau, Sussexz, who .

L

thought that pitmen never left the mines. vit was'not long -
nefore I gathered from many other guarters that ke was not alone
in nis ideas, for there was a2 generally held opinion that the

coals their ships brought home were dug out of the earth by a

‘class of people who were little removed from barbarism and

whose home was down in the eternal darkness® p.935
ii. J. Nef, "The Rise of the British Coal Industry", Vol.2,
Routledge 1932.

1 : .
".. colliers, except in a few of the less developed coalfields;

Q
(a8}

had:come.to be regarded as & peculiarliy uncouth race, little
bett r than the savage tribes of Affica and Armerica.M
*¢.-Durham County Advértiserﬁ,September z8ih 16_4.""They
k\lt’eﬁ) fors a very distinct racé, irasmuch as they marry
almost éexclusively among themselves and bring up their sons
to tneir own cburselof life. 'They also live very nucn to-
getner, Xeeping little sogiet? witn other classes of people;
nence there is a very strong s?mpathy and little improverent
of understandiné-among them. !
iv. For Lawrence's ideali"aticn df the 'life-Obod" of tn2

vricitive miners see "uott-hon,m end the Mining Country" in



Selected Essays" p.114-122, Penguin 1930, resrinted 1561

e.g."Tre people (mir ers; 1ived almost entirely by instinetVy,117.

Al o, tnou hoon & different teack, the picture of the ignorant
yet next-to-nature Horel in "Sons and Loversh, Phoenix
ed.191%, Hein 1955.

Sid Chaplin, "Durham Mining Vllla 'p.5. Worxing Papers in
Sociology, Durhan University, Hay 1671, Dept. of Sociologzy.
Mark Archer “L Sketch of the History of the Coal Trade",
Partl, King, Sell and Railton'Ltd. 1847.

".. In Bishop Pudsey!s time, the "Bolden Buke" 1180; mentions

<,
o]
ct

‘the smiths of Coundon, Sedgefie 1d and Bis searmouth,
in the County of Durham, all used coalsh. p.3.

Hdbert Galloway, "Annals of Cozal mining.and the Coal Trade",
David & Charles Reprints 1971, Ilrst aubiished 18¢8. Intro.
oy Baron F. Duckham p.44.

cf."Coal and the London Coal Trade', Hylton B. Dale, Howlett
& Son 1912 - and Constance . Fraser "T;e N.B.~»Coal Trade until
l4azlin,  "Trans{-of the.Architectura end Archeological Society -
of Durham and Northumberland!" Vol.XI 19558- “965,Hp.209—220 and
especially p.210 for 1l3th century trade, and thne foilowing

".. in Newcastle the scanty evidence survivirng all points to

a regular trade in shipping coals. ~ In addition to the well-

known reference to a merchant of Pontoise in France wno sailed
in 1325 to Newcastle with corn-and returned with a cargo of

-

coals, the previous year 2 ship of 70 tons burden laden with

coals and belonging to Hugh Hzekyn, a burgess of Kewcastle,
i : n
was selzed at Great Yarmouth for dedt. p.Z213.



some liin century evidence!,"Northern History! Vol.11,'€7,p.1-26
7. ci'. Barrington Hoore, "Social Origins of Dictetorsaip and

craey" 1966, Pelican 1571
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U.Nef, "The Rise of the British Cosl Industry" Vols.l & 2,
Routledge 1932, and P.Sweezy; tlionopoli and.Competition ir the
1 Trade; 1550—1850", Harvard Uni. Press 1938
8. e.g. cf. Nel, op. cit. VOL.-,p ll, for the intfigugs of Sir
Wiliiem Gasg 01he of North Yorkshire. |
10.cf. Sweezy, op. cit., p.32
li.Nef, op.cit. Vol. I, p.2l' 1564 - 32,9351 tons from the Tyne =

1592 -112,128 tons
1609 -239,271 tons

x underestimate 1659 -529,032 tons :
coels not logged . 1685 -616,016 tons o

and also see the estimate for 1615 of R.Fynes, "The History of
Dur
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12.cf. Barrington Moore, op.cit.
. 1%.5weezy, op.cit., p.24
14.And of course in so opening up the region to the west of the

5.

urtker to disprove the 'isclation' theory. See

-y

county go
C.J.Allen, "The North-Eastern Railwey", Ian Allen 1964,
especially.Ch.E, which gives ‘an account of the rapid rise of

railweays in Durnam.

15.¥ef, op.cit., Vol.I p.125 1750 - 1,193,467 tons
1800 - 2,520,075 tons
1864 - 18,349,867 tons

and T.S.Ashton and J.Sykes, "The coal Industry in the 18t
century®, #.U.P. 1924, they estimate that the 1745 North-gEast
coal exporis to London were #m.tons pius a year, while from

1745-05 cther areas! exports did rot exceed 7,000tons. p.1G4




16.5weesy, op.cit., p.135
17.1bid., p.58-G

5

18.E.Eobspawm, "Industry and Emplr”" 1962

1G.cf. "Tne Brd; Marculs of Londonaerry and trne Nortb—Eastern Cozl
Tradet A; TayLor "Durhan Universi ty Jdurnal; Vél;48,1955—6 D.2
ané #Tzue 3rad. Marquis.of Londonderry and'tﬁe End of Regulation,,
1844-45","Durham Uni. J.ﬁ, Vol.51,1%58, by D.Large.

20.5ee hel's volumes, op.cit. for the thnesis the 2t the coal trade
was axiomatic for the rise of 19tn century capitallsm.
Hid 17ta cenuury, Nef, Vol.I "The vast majority of all the
workers employed both In the mining and the transport of coal

-

were nired for wages, and nad come to depend for their living
entirely upénithe adventurefs who_employed them., There was no
other British industry of equal impoftance wnich had advanced
so far on the road to modern capitalism.' p.349

2l.e.Z. Sidney Weob, “Story of the Durham Kiners', Lapour Publ.Co.
1921 where he notes (p.2-3) that second shafts were not sunk
until 1862 (wnen ordered by Parliament after 204 men and. boys
died zt single-shafted Hartley) to give an outlec to stagngnt
air eand hence-ease the risk of ex91051cns, even though tnls was
Anown over z00 years previogsly..lt haa not beeri carried out "
on the grounds of econonmy.
also of course, F.Engels, "Tie Cond;tion of . the Working Class
in England", 1844, 0.U.P. 1958 p.278-283 |

22.See Juck Lawson's "Peter Lee%, 1949, for an account of Lee's
wanGerings, wnich were said to be by no means untypical.

-

23.J.%.H5cuse, "N.E.England: Population Movements ana the Landscape



L381i"The Gov. and
Coercion®

25.For exeaapie see, Montﬁly Circular Marcn 10ta .
July 1851 - Parnell was a speaker et tne Gaia.
April lst.- Council sent Crawford and Patterson to Dubiin
delegates to the Laqa League Convention.
d“-LDtﬂ 13883- Counc*L D. u.h.; _ot;on from North Brancepetz
to send £100 from the funds to "a;d-tne distress in Ireland®
Parnell and Michael Davitt, among otaers, were-consistent'
noainses for galas broubqout the 19ta century
January 1887, Monthly Cirpula;
April Gtu 1887- Council'éassed a'motibn thaﬁking Gladstone:
fb:_his efforts to bacify Ireiand énd nis opposition to tae
coeréion of the Tory Governmeat.
26.Jack Lewson, "A Man's Life", D. z0—7, Hodder &"Stoughton 1932
27.%The county between tae Weare and Tees is most singularly un-
fortunete in regard either to civil.dr religious instruction.
Witnin the last ten or twelve years an entirely_hew'population
has been produced. Where formerly was not 2 Single nut of a
shepﬁerd; the lofty steum—en""neg of the colliery now send thel
voliumes of smoke into tne sky,'and-in the.vicinity is a towm |

3

cailed, as if by enchantment, into immediate existence..."

‘James ultCﬂel1'S report on South West Durnam, from'"cnildren's

mplO"me;t Comnission, p.143, Wiiliam Clowes & Sons 1842

=
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28.Jecik Lawson "Petzr Lee" op.citi. Lee

e

n his youth went to

merica and South Africa to hew in tas mines.

‘t>
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ounted often znis youtnful

and, Maurice Hilne, "The Newspapers of Northumberland and
Durhanm",  Frank Grahenm, Néwca;tle 1971,

"1¢ would be & great misteke to sees the 19th century press in
the context of tie 20th century distinction between nationzl
'and local newspapers. London newspapers and provincial morning
- newspagers botn dezlt wita the same subject matter in more or
;ess the same way, with, in the latter part of the cehtury{

little to choose between them in.speed or in guality of leader-
writing." p.1l4 |

50.1bid., p.29

Bl.R.Challinor anG B.Ripley, "The liners! Assbcig}ioq: A Trade

" Union in the Age of the Chartists", Lawrence & Wishart 1968
"The Nortn-Ezst was not only one of the best orgenized regions
- of the Chaftist mcveﬁent, with strong links extending to vill-
ages througﬂout the area, but it was also dominated ﬁy advocaté
of physical force Chartism." p.12

nd)

-
5]

and one Thomas Alexander Cockin (menazger near Bishop Auck

=

says in pgssing, "Tﬁe Chartists have given a great deil o

tfouble, but the men have not comaitted any act of violence.™"

#Childrens! Employment Commission", op.cit. p.lSO.
32."Wherejer they (minsrs) came from, they infroduced a nev And

unassimilated element into a population that nad lived with a




=4 oA T - -~ -t N~ t . " o 1 S - ~
sethiecd custure, acceptad patterns of work, and trudibtions

counectad with The occupation of mining...In this atwmospnere of
moveazent and unsettled social con 1ditions, strongly felt
grievances arose and strove for expression.

William nenry Maehl, “"Caa t Disturbances iﬂ Norta-East

Eagland, 18%Y", tInternat. Revﬁe Social History" Vol.8,1962
0.392 p.389-414.

33.E.%eloourne, "The Miners! Unions of Northumberiand znd Durhamh

C
54.D.4.A. records, Mey 28ta 1879
- and sipilarly in 1892 struggle. Sept.27ta 1892 D.¥M.A. records

snow that aid came from all the otaer national regions, plus

some 42 individual Souta Wales pits. French and Belgien miners
sent £23.9s.74, plus smaller groups such as the Saltmakers of
Norwicn £20.

35.D.MLA. Counc1i October 31st. 1919
6.And in particular, Crawford, Viilson, Galbraith, Cann, Richardson

o

Pe:erLee etec. cf. K.S5.1Inglis, "Churches and the Working Classe

wn

in Victorian anlan*", Routled ge 1963 .

"Belore wondering nhy gople stop doing soun metaing it is wortn
asking wnether they ever started; and the social historian of .
religion in modern England could find a worse guide taan the
clefgyman.who remarked in 18996, 'lﬁ is not that tae Church of

) 3

God has lost tne great towns; it has never ha :d them!", p.

N

57.A.Heclntyre, "Qeculdriz°tion erd Moral Change" p.12 0.U.2. 1967.

y

m

"Religion, when it is the relifion of a wnhole society, o
b

nave functions other tanan the expression of tae natural and

social order, but it is always at least an exgression of a



soclety's moral unity, ana it lends to thek unity a cosaic and

universal sig wificance and justification.®

M.Dodb, "Studies in the RlSc of Capitaliismh 1527
35.W.R.Ward, "Religion and SocLuby in England 1796-1850" Batesfoxrd,
1472
-/ *

tae labourers, and it was ehsy to regard them as clerlcally
contrived, for the pa sons were there to be seen promoting and
executing enclosure schemes, restricting poor relief, and’
hutting dovm rural crime® p.l0

40 .B.J.CZobsbawn, "Brlm;tlve'Rebe;sf, M.U.2. 1959
"..tae working classes...tne children of an unprecedented era,

traditionazl religions

O
<

were prooably as aigroup less affected
-wWorkers vwere or are oredomrinantly agnostic or ethsist. 1t mersl
meané that the historicel or
town, or from peasant to worker, has in general led to a sharp
‘reduction in tue infiuence of traa tional religions or churches.
Tne enguiries which havé been made into the religious éffil—
iztions and practices cf fhe working classss Ifroa the 1840's

to tane 1350's nave aigrost without exception observed that they

O

‘are haraéterized, co;pared-with otner classes, Dy an abnormal
dezree of religious indifference.™ |

4l.macIntyre, op.éit., 5.17-18.

Z.%arc, op.cit., p.50-51, catcnhes this interaction: unconsc;ou:lj -
ITne zsset of tne lower orders léy in treir numbers; these were

~

teing welded iato a soclal conerence with sows inGependence of



~wilch the prayer-leaders explioitsd to gain entry to the cottage:
and 1t was the moral pressure of numoers in tne preyer-meeting
“itself wnich broike down resistance and incorgorated one small
'grouf after another into tae circie of the oraying faitnful.

The prayer-meeting gained its evangeliczl reputation as the -
¥ tne Church by virtue-of tne iniplaslve of cuite
'humble people t%ging advantage of, and themsélves intensifying,
2 Sense_of social alienation.m

[{/]

4%.0ne nead not go all the wiay to recogniz somelvalidity in the
étatement that iHetaodism rose in a “...period of general
disturbance. A political crisis was gégravéted by an economic
crisis. On all sides there were strikes and riots...The pooular
ferment took shape as an ou;o,rst of entnusiastic CzPlelaﬁlfY n
D.541, Eiie Halévy, "A History of the ;ngllsq BGOyle in 1815",
TrEns. E,I.Watkin anG D.A.Barker, T.Fisher Unwin _Lu . 1924 Vol.1l

44.Maclntyre, op.cit., p.15

45.cf. Vileber and Tawney have'so thorougnly atcmized the intar-

penetration of the capitalist mode of production and the Puritan-

(o))

ethic that it would seem that there can be little to add. Method
ism can be sesn &s a simple extension of this ethic in 2 chang-

inz social milieu and zn ‘economist!? argument lies to hand, in

the fact that Hethodism, in Bunting'!s day, proved to be

eéxceptionally well adapted, by virtue of its elevation of the
values of discipline &and of order as well zs its moral opacity,
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coth to tae self-mads mill-ownsrs an

forzuen, overlooxsrs, and sub-manzgerial groups...n




has besn more than & positive statement o

Eﬁe.rnompson, "igaking of the English Working Clzsses®, p.355°

&.J.Hobsbawm, "Labouriang Men®, -p.Z3, We

e.g. E.R.T

n,,.a mzn

vicar or w

ferred nis

'it‘has bee

democrat,

2 more con

and &agein
who was a
anxicas to
Societies

rule, he &

Revolution
Metnodisn,

enitity to

‘conviction

.L':

\).

cylor, "Metnodism and Pelitics, 1791-1351", C.U.P.15

at veriznce, either wita nis .

Hy

-

whio nas -founa hims

D

ith the system of the Es tablished Crhurca, nas trans-

Q

membershis to the !

&

napel'. English Konconformity

o
(2
m

1

eccl

[¢}]

n & religious 'safety valve'. Many & Christian

after a guarrei with an autocratic vicar, nas found

Y

—

genial spiritual nome in a dissenting Chagel." 1.5
on_Wesley;“"...fhe_ ew movement was led by a man
clergyman of the Chufch of Englaﬁd, and who was not
weaken ais Churca. For.é long time he regarded.his

as ilizries to the Established Church, and, as 2

[

id not try to set up any Sociesties in those places

already served by an efficient Parish Church." 0.56

", Longmans 1930.
being 2 spiritual aspiration n,..aroused no sense ofi
society!s processes. Judgenent was guidad bdy tae

tnzt socizl maladjustments were due, not to any

necessary defect in tihe orgenized community but to numen wiil.

It wus men
tructure,

providant

L&)

izl prescription." p.128.

wno fziled, not the arrangements of tae social

which, in fuct, were-neld to possess an e;em-nu of

siastical ideals



g

ana J.H. dearmouth U"Meiaodism and the iorkiug Ciass dove—
e b T everT oy TaLe A D 1 1PN . Y *
aencs ol pngiend, 1ul0-1850%. The Epworta Fress 1%3%37.
To2 charge d¢insv the dHethodists taat fney were disloyal
&atl sl Lobdlao L 2als TLS -a L. 41 = NY -

can find no sugyport in Metaodist literzture or pJractice.
There is no evidence in tne official recoras of any Gis—

intention to be disloyal. On
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tane otaer nand, they always advocuted loyslty to the con-
Stitution. Jonn ieslzy, tne fatner of Methodism, was a
hurcn of England clergyman, who constantly professsd his

State... Altnough they organized

tzemsslves on tne principle of Republicanism, in politics

toey were wholeheartedly monarchial.V 5.56

50#drner, op. cit.,_p.;37

cf. Thompson, op.cit.,

te inner landscaepe of Utilitar-

pax

SOo.Ld

[eh
({4}

Methodism was tne ..
lanism in an era of transition to the work-discipline of in-
dustriel capitalisam. As the "worxking paroxysmes" of tha nend-

s brougat under

[(\]

worker are methodized and his unwor <£ul imguls

control, so nis emotionzl and spiritual paroxysms increese.p. %5.

- SZ.Warner, op. cit., p.133440

and, ioid. p.161 This .."was the oov1ous deduction frow the
view tnat there is a divine and compelling powar to ac00uat

for success in the economic world and that success is itself

& nmarx of divine approval."

R
N
L

53.For exanple, sse #earmo td, cp. cit., p.02-63 ior an account

pLp

of Hr. Isesacs! (the Methodist minister). attempts to breax trade
unionism in Scutha Shields.

Warner, op. cit., p.27%.



here ana there a few grey Ougﬂ*j built cottages, tret ni

nave been t

1

he outcrop of the rocky ground,_so well did thney
correspond in form and hue with their environaent. And the

porai and manners of the pecpls who lived in trhese cotte

were in xeeping with the physical espects and conéitiorns a-
mic wihich their lives were spent, veing rough end ruds. But

tnhey were worse
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rer those days speak of itk

enclave of neathencom!.

".. large religious meetings in the opan alr, known as ceamp

meetings.  These lasted for several deys and inflzmed to

[{}]

the highest piteh the imagination of the piocus crowds which
Ifreguented them. Tne new ¥esleyan buresucracy met these
canp meetings wita tne same opposition which tne Church of

Ergland had formerly displayed to the open-air preaching of

a

which : , on e .
& S2parate sSect gedn.ln 1832 adopted tne offici title of

T - ~ p = n PR P . - S . )
izity eana two thirds of its mewbers were laymen. Unlike the



JLUATC ezajinst  wministerial vet
(=) o .

in @mich the_principle was incorgcrated of tuo laymen to ons

\J
0

we nave done more for the emencipating of Englend!s wni

3=

sinister in conference, district mesting, and all commilitees

stricted autonomy was given to the lower cour Legisiation
reguired endorcement Irom below
in R.F.Wearmout nMetiicdism and the Struggle orf tne woriing

R.Mcore, "Religion as & Source'of Variation in Working-cless
neges of Society! b uamer 1972, S.S.R.C. Conierence,burnamn Uni.
See Hobsbawn 1959 op.cit. 2.138 for an account oi the 1644

strike, when Lord Lendonderry evicted nis miners, two-thirds

of the Durnam Primitive Methodist circuitv beceame noiteless.

1bid, p.190-191, guotes the following:-
e don't believe in lords and ledies, priests and their wives

being consicered sacred and peasants ceing vercin. #%e do not
think it right for idleress to sit at trhe banguet and the ind-
o

ustrious gather the crust and the crumecs. 1 venture .LO S&Y &

e

cr

slaves then zll the modern priesthood put_together..nl believe
the time is not far distant when God %ill send apostles- and
prophets to his Church who will visit tne aged pocr and in-

vestigate how they live on tﬂ;ee shiiiings a week, the eannuily

zllowed Irom e parish, when rent, coals, and lighting is peiad
out of it, and enter a strong protest against such cruel ty and
presch witn much forco the gospel of Cod, that it wiil kill or

cure oarren and fruitless professors...Tnere is sign of L:ze




?
crand uwnion tret 1is coming woen prince and seer ena peasant
shall compine znd co-operate for tre zocd of one and wll. As

oA LRI -

> tne suirit of God and taney oniy. Soms GE:
i b

Lo

neny &s are led
it is going to be as big as tie whole worlc, the worlGé in uniont
61.Hobsbawn, (1y64) 1971 ed., p.zb op.cit.

67.cf. Henry Pelling, "Popular Politics and Societvy in Lat

[{3]

Victorizn Britain®, HMacmillen 1968.
n3y mic-century (1850), the Primitive Methodists...had also
mede substantizl inroads in rurzl districts, where tney satis-

ied tne desire of many an active village craftsman or agri-

-y

cultural labourer to show nis gualities of lezdership and

carnestness. The quarrel with the Church was not doctrinal, but
organizational: in the 'radical! sects, a men could play an
actiVe,_perhaps even a xey, role without naving to pe ordained

minister." 3.21.

)

or formally to qualify éas

6%.Kendall, os.cit., p.101
7oA [ - ~
64.1bic, p.32

65.1vid, Vol.Z., p.187"

66.viinston Churcnill was, and still is, & men heted in the North-

(j“;_s r‘G“’\ﬂﬂR‘- no, . .

Sszst. It was ha who ia 1926, responding to tne fear tha

' n

: billeled
. 1]
Durnam pitmen would take over the mines, séaéﬂtroops Bteey

Durhem, drafted in the notorious Hull police, énd blocxaded

t

the Tyne.

67.e.g. D.Large, op.cit., p.5

Referring to 1844 stiruggle, "Ihis, paradoxically enougi, was

extremrely helpiul to the Londonderry collieries. Continual

rumours of tie strike nad stimulated Gemend for coal, both in
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in hand were nigh - 10,000 chaldrons was the figure menticned

by Mr. Hindhzugh. This was the consecuence of the ucor vend

cr

ct tnat tne Lendonderry coll-

¥
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of 1&4%, and a symsptom of the

(D

c conditicns ol ths

oy
o

D
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ieries could

»

more coal than tn

o,

Regulation permitted thewm to selil. Wnat imoroved the concern's

sosition still furtmer, it seems, wa nat its stocxs were

v
ct

‘higner than those of its comgetitors, for tne gensral position

was that in Eorthumberlahd, at tne beginning of tne strike,
stocks were smell. The strike meant that embarrassing stocks
could be sold off, and savings mede on Wages, not to mention
that pit-horses could be diﬁerted to useful agricultura; work.
As the auditor remarkéd at the beginning of the strike, 'youf

lordship will do well without the pitmen for a month or six

any attempi

w
wn
Hs

weeks!. ALl that needed ‘care was. 'the repression o

st violence .intended to ninder the loading O cozls!® 2.5.

=3

avid Dougless, "Pit Life in County Durham", History Workshop

Pamphlets'ﬁo.é,_February 1972.

.Ibid, p.8l

70."From the earliest days the D.M.A. leadersnip snowed itselfl

deeply afraid of independent working class zction. In ecoromics

they accepted the total subordination of wages to the market

"s

and were the LgnO;Qers, dafenders, and to some extent the
deviSers, cf the 'sliding scale! system, which tiea'vages to
the market price of ¢oal; They were tne sdvocates of co-
oHe“'tlon witn the cozl-ocwners, however heavy toe price at

wrnich it had to be bought, of conciliation, even at the expense



of tingir members. in June, 1870, very snortliy after trne D.H.L.
rad veen formed, & new rule was introduced to say tazt any
“colliery wiich struck in an 'uncoastituticnal! manner would be

denied union zid. &nd as part of the 1872 wage agreement tne-

D.M.A.t's full

[
ct
[
=
D
m
[4f3]
[0
]
<
195}
'
|-
m
Q‘
my
(6}
o
ct
»
-
)
'-_;
wn
m
}_J
<
[¢)]
w
[
(o]
[a N
@)
o
<
@
=
J
tr
W
}"‘
Gn

they could to'prevent idieness!, to 'reduce to.a nminimsn tae
nuzder of petty local strixes!', and to advance grodauctivity.

"In fact they cen be seen s pioneering some of the metnods of

>

=

s in wnien the trade union-apovears

'_l
[

modern industrial relation
sometimes &s diirect agencylof the employers.t loiﬁ,.p.QB
71.1bid,p.81
When the Dufham Miners! association wes founded in 1569, tne
county was édivided into three districts end an agent appointed
to each df thn m...the number increased as t“e u"_on prospered..
thelr full-time officizls soon Geveloped a particuler character

Aimost 1nvar1aoiy they were Grawn from the ranks of the

£ S

moderate, self-educated, temverate miners. Once elected, they

D

nought their roie was to inflict upon taeir members thelr own
moderation_ana lezd rather thanise£Ve. As eafly as 1s70 they.
ruled that 'any colliery wnich struck in an unconve entionzl
way should be denied union aid!. The memters found tret they

-~ .

were being policed by the men tc wnom they were paying wages.

D
0

né more precccupgied with arpi-

Trhe officisgls became more

[

or.al

Fy

trzticn as & cure ills, and more and more impatient

of iocal action which ran up against it...m
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1875 ,4rnuel Council FMeeting (period ol great discontent),

Financial Secretary Kr.?atterson 21z mzjority 168
Mr.Simpson Ll

President Mr.Forman 238 majority 1G6
Mr.Jacxson 47 -

opposed by Tromas McDonald of Hamsteels, re-elected no vote

recorced.
1893%: President ﬂopposed
: Patterson (8ec.), 2 people againsit
Wilson (Trees.), 2 pecple ageinst

All agents re-elected, Annual Council Meeting, Dec.l6th 1£53.
1010: Programme of Council Meeting, Dec.3rd. 191G

for Presidency

.for General Secretary

for Finencizl Secreteary
for Gererel Treasurer

for Joint Committes.Agent

All zgents opposed

(18 SN DN |
LTI RN

Dec.i7ta 1910, Annual Council Meeting, all agents re-elected.

"Trhe Bxecutive Comuﬂutee snell be e@@u d by tne county every

b

six months. Tne said Committee to be nominated by the lodges;

o

and any member to_be eligible to serve on the sx&a Comiz 1t

wro nas béen a member of our Associatlon'tne last six con-
secutive months; ané to be.eligible.whether preéent at Council
meetingz or not. Half the Committee to retire after six montns
end not be eligible for re-election for the next twelve montis!

tRules of tne D.H.A.Y 186G (Revised Dec.3lst. 1589)

 4ny examination ol thre Evecutive Committee minutes of the

D.ii.A. will serve to see familiar names being re-elected Year



after year, e.g. ﬁ.lndian, Peter Lee, J.cztey, #W.Lawxiher.
5.wW.R.Garside, "The Durkam Hinsrs 1915-1%60% G.4lien&Unuy in 1971
t...real power was vested, according to rule, ir tﬁe indi-
vidual member of the issociation sirce it was he who elected 
thie executive éﬁd its egents znd who deciced wno should express
lodge opinion zt Council level.! .67
75.e.g. So great were the pumber of nominees fbr the eiection of
Auditor Ir om the start of the union until Dec.18t!
1863, that a new rule hnad to be introduced which al“o 'e¢ only
one nomination per lodge for eacn nos tio . Even’so,-this

only had the effect of dropgping the number of nominations from

3

the usual 200 plus for E.C. (e.g. June 22nd.1l38l) to ar
average of some 110-120 (e.g. May Z0th 188%, June 6tk 1890,
Dec.lst.1891, May 29th 1866, iay 18tk 1900, Oct.25th 1904)

ihe nuzber of nominations went up in the early 20th century

with the rise in the size of »its, to an average of about 140

rominations (e.g. May 2nd.1307, Nov.4th 1810, Fov.Z0tn 191l).

-

There were never iore n z00 lodges, so one cén reaa‘;y

appreciate tne very nigh involvezent in union aifelrs.

Again, one can point to the nuge nuwmber of appeals not only

-

as &isizn of con;11Cu, out aiso to exemplify the hignh degree

4
¢)

a t; here was only one

of involvement in unicn affairs. In
council meeting in the pericd up to 1&26 ir. whicit 1 can fina
no appeals, apd that was in the time oI Patterson as General

Secreteiry, Hovember 1890.

77.e.g. March 16th 1889, Progremme.cf Council sieetir ng:-

"That naving lost confidence in our cificials, we call upon
tnem to resign their offices" Rynose (went off the bourd at the
' Council #eeting).
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Seppember 13ta 18Y%5:~ Programme of Council Heeting,

o

e of the members of the
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Executive Committes and Age
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Council, receive one month's notice to terminate their gresent

B

position as lezders oi the county" - Ozkenshaw.

" "That our Agents and E: ccut1ve Comitittee e given 14 days!

Cf

notice to dispense with' neir services." - Ryhope.

Z0ta Sept. 1893, Council Meeting, both motions went off the
board.

Council Meeting, Jan.%0th 1926:-

"Tnat the Agents and Executive Committee be'asked to resign
for t4é foilowing reasons:-—

(a) Inabil ity to lead and advise
(b) A ballot for the strike at this time and in one district
of the Federation is to play into fhe hands of the owners.

(¢) The attitude of some of our Agents 2 EXGCUulVG Comnittes
in tihis County'ié an attitude which crlonles and insulis the
grand efforts of the Federaticn O0fficers at the Royal
Cormmission." ' - Went off the board.

3.e.g. Feb.22nd;1879 circular from the E.C. recommended'the men
to accede to owners! wage cut of 10%, Council lst.Merch 1879
rejegted the E.C. édvice and offered open.arbitratioﬁ on tne
whole_issue. |
Meren 10th 1879,'a circuliar from t he u.C told the nmen to“sett}é
Ccuncil meeting of 15th HMarch despite the s*ronv c¢rcu*ar,"
voting oy lodges was 11l for E.C.!'s sugge tions and 160 for
cpen erbitration.

1

Heren 17th 187%, another very strong circular from Crawford,
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vet on tie 1Gth Marcn, voting was still 11& to 155 azzinst

March Z1st.187%, tiie BE.C. issuved a special notice seying

vote for arbitration was a vote to strike. The men strueck

regarcless.

o

Tne E.C: wes orten over-ruled on de flnitions_of sacrific
men, . settlement to members and wnetner to give suppory t

striking pits or not.

"79.R.Michels, "Political F artles"_ 1912, Dover 1959

2

o)

g

80.Michels does, of course, forward some 35ycnoloalcal grounds

for: oligarchy in cemogracies, but &1l are crude and unsatis-—

factory, such -as the "nee

his grounds for tiie oligarchy are very susgpect, particularl
. : > P

when he enters into the realm of conspiracy among the 1

wno juggle with the masses as they plezse {p.156). iichels

argues thut lesders cannot be voted out as they are indi

[D)]

pern-

sable, so lonz as they remain in a 'closed caste!. 0f course

the masses coulid

()

asily overcome this by creatirng a new leader.

mven tichels has to admit of the necessity for some psycho-

“logical links Det'een tng leadersihip and the led. p.lé62-

8l.Akin to Michels' znalogy, ipid. p.8&9

nJust as tihe patient obéys the doctor, because the doctor

»

xrnows better tranthe oatlent navirg made & specisl study of

the human body in healih and dlaease, so must tie political

patient sudbmit to the guidence ol his garty lead

o)
1))
3
»n

A ]
"y
()

possess a political competence impossitlie cof atteinment by ta



" ing be struck out of the &

Agaln +nrougnouu t ¢ history of the D.M.A. we see circulars

A

.48 tie century. progressed, andé Wilson relied incregsinzly on
drocadural sharp prectice to retain his authority, this device

se PR, B - pr N = . s L. ] . -,
WaS uSed mere and more, Ior exanple, Minutes of Coanmitiee

Mee tﬁng thu 14 1 150G show that the E.C. kept 35 moétions off

. _ :
no means unusual. S ' £

. ;
o s i s . 3 !
To its credit ii ought to be ac;‘0wlcd that &s ezariy &s f

Jen.z0th 1899 the Marsdan lodge began a long Tignt to atieck ?

|—u,-

ollow-

this power with the resolution that %He move trat the

cand;ng Orcers: -_'The-Executiven.

Committee shall have tne rlgnt to say unecner or not uOth“S i
!
|
i

-

shall appear on the progr am.e or not'"

83.This power was.use&.in¢réési 1gly in the 20tk cent ury when ﬁ
tagitators! began to undermine the _eade ship. Especially see E
s kw

Wilson's lzater Cl”CLLarS (from 1897- ly 5) and those of Carnn
(1915-1920) who_displayed a2 true-blue .fear of the left wing

miiitant. . . B !

~from the-E.C. and agents-sent out  to-lodges defénding the’ !
former's actions or proposing innovations. o .
0

i 3 N 5 5

WThat the CGeneral Secreuary alone have the power, both to call ¢

84.

85.

and disperse COLLl tee Meetingsh. D.M.A.¥%Rules for tae ;
Guidance of the Executive Comm mittee." April 29tn 1876.

Rule 76; "Any member or members heving a complaint to make
against the doings of any of the officers (General_or local) i

of the Association, must forward t0e:same Lo tae Executive
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or memters be Hnown Lo g0 to any pldce or piaces vilif 'y

detracting, or in eany dav conuem- ing the WOTK of ahy c¢f ta

officers, without first naving nade comp lzint &5 aforesal

such member or memnbers spnzll be dealt with by the Comazittes

i
in such manner &s to them mey seem right, either by fine not

exceeding 21 skillings; or exvulsion from the Lssociztion.
Should any person feel aggrieved, he snall nhave the right: of

tRuies of the D.M. IR
Revised Dec.list. jR1s

§-de
—
E
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o

appeal to the Counc

‘.

86.pProgramnme Annual Council Dec.Znd.18935. (Although Wilson was

j‘:nbt ye*hseeretary,=ne mas clearly tne man in c. rue. Si&ney
-Wébb;l“Story of'the purham Miners", op.cit. does not even

cradit Patterson with an existence, raferring throughout uo

|~ oo oray

P T

Wilson). The E '.C. recommende d the following change .in. rule;

22 Tesns3any

nphe President Treasurer and ‘Secretaries having deen ounce
) ) : > =3

elected, shal nold  their offices permanently,-subject to the %f :

' & gy
control_of the Executive Committee and Council Meeting.® 1_;'%?!?
-To-fhe credit of the delegates 1t was rejected (cf.-D.M.AJ -\.$ :5
racords Dec.léth 1693) and later attempts under W1lson, no:abbﬂla

2ond.1906 were &lso rejected.-The.ann ,l elections
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"’.'!h":‘t};".':” oo 'ﬁl:l')‘.‘ Saio Do .-V'-.’.-y gl TeT t';-'-" oo Min s ¢
gnether Lhe rules silouid pa chnangsd Ior bihatv year. 118
wos passed and ol course iad to tua increxsed securiiy for

tae aubnority of the Siicials.

)

|

ten hzppened

[

55.For exeapla, as o

T P T P 4 T T o
to & strike at Seahsm, Crawford seat the Eegramn: -

uhpo go to work. You must kaow you are wrong. You will

20 support.. Liable to punishient. Do rsturn.®

get
A

cuoted P.0Y, G.H. Metcalife YA History of the D.i.L.1889-
S >

{Tnpubliisned,. 1947, Copy in Durhzm University Library and

89.é,g1_Eebruaryﬂl&&},'Voting for 2 arpitrators.
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Bradlaugn ~-
Carling -
Crawford -
Dover -
Forman -
Jones . -
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and of. Council Meeting, January 30t 18583 for attempt to

sove mote of censure and January/February 1885 Montaly

g
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cular for Crawford's renl

pArs

g2.Thers was never a year went by without unorficiel Stoppages,

thougn the numbder verisd with deprassions or DOOEZS. For

1list of strikes, see for examyle, Joint Committee HMee

1%th February 1880 - Aucklanad Distriet and the cegular 1i

of stoupages and appeals for 1constitutionzl! action in

D.4.4. recoras:-
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August Lith, LlbgZ: wpits Illsgelliy Stopped®
Aprili 1838: wmonthly Report under hsading "2iis ldieM
ey 15th, L8y0: Ylilegal Stopgige of ritst
Moy oth, daGl:
Febraary, 1sy4: dontirly Report
January 18Y6: iHonthly Report "Stopyuge of Coiliaries

' against Rule®
w0pu"~j Circular IR
1908: "Pits being Laid Idle &gainst Rulel

1509:

., Hovembar 16th, 190G:

August zjru, 1909:

‘Fepruery 1910: %ontn v Circuiar
Jun2 4th, 1510: List of

January 1914: Hontnly Circular - List of 1913 illsgal
stocplages.

January 1915: MontnLy Circular - List of 1914 illegul
' - stoppagas

ana on until L9/o...

‘nat 1s, none but the verj unusual Bééiparh'aCCioﬁ'of

r—' ’

August 1877, whica cerrisd with it a2 strong condemnation of

e vt

the ‘union.

thaey rafused to submit the matter to arbitration... It
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becone a ferce, that in every case t
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as [mucii 28 t?ey expected to get, sure that the umpire_ﬁoulﬁ

.halve their uemaads. hey comqlained that loczl lodges were

too mucn under Lne domlnutlon of the central exscutivs of thne

uniion. ..M

P.185. E. Welbourne "The Miners! Unions.of Northuamberland &nd
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Gramsci“, trans. Q.doure C.d.SAth, Luv. Wi hart 1971

"C.A W;l*lams, " The concept of ‘Egemoria' in ths Thougnt of

in the "N.L.R." during the early sixties, plus E.P.Thacmpson's

74 -
/4
April 25rd.'l915. Stiows en articulation of & fundazmantael

csnosition of intarests to the owners, & new jnenomana

‘my thneoretical stance has beea influenced particulirly by:—
Marx and Engels, %Tne German ldeology", Law.&wWishart 1570 r£E.1

C.r \1115 "Power,Politics and Peoplel, J.U.x. 1963

MNicos Poulantzas, Y"Pouvoir Politigue et classes socizlesh,
Paris,.Francois Masgero 1971

A.Gramsci, "Selections from tas Prison Noteboois of Antonic

Aﬁtoulo Gramsci%, "J. of Hist. of ldeas", 1960, ».586-599
Joan Merri nrton, "Tueory and Bruct¢sp in Grazmscitl's Marxisa",

"5001allst Revlster" l908, 2.145- -176"
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A . Martinelli, “ln Defence of ta

E.Genovese, "On Antonio Gramsci¥, ®Studies on- the Leftd 1957
> A |

R.Miliband, "The State in Capitalist Society!,. 156!
higel Young,'"Prometheans'or Troglodytes? The English viorking

Class and the Dialectics of Incorporation", ¥Berik.J. of Soc.®
- - . ’ g ,

and the important papers of dairn and Anderscn wnich appearsd

Lnd espe 'ally Naimi's pungent comment;

", ..the probleam of the English working cliass cannoi be seper-

@

ated from that of tane growth of the English bourgecis. soc13*v

as a whole - tnat is, it is one part of a wider eAigma; egnd:
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past..." Paper reprinted in Blackdburn ed. (1572)p.188,

"Id=ology in Socia
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96.This is not to prgseht some'ghg Ath conspirs éy tneij The
obvious assumption that the zctors wao get most benefit Irouw
~the system are its most likely réceptors has deen porne outb
by tne research'of.W.E.F orzz and Joan Rytina, "“lide 010 ical
Beliefs on tae Distribution of Power in the U.S.&4.W, p.15-31,
"MALSJR.M 1969 (%34) |
97.Metcalfe,. op.cit.; p.2z

g8.Fynes, op.cit., p.10

-

- 0G.See note g9z.

~ 100.This Lactor - the role of tne idez in forming,cosciousness_-

.102.Quotad in "Frances Anne%,Marcinioness of Londonderry,

has been-overlooked to give an ovgxl ~determinist stam 2 to
much sociology, e.g. D.Lockwood, "Sources of.Variation...!,

"Soc.Revua® 1966, and strangely enough, in & raverse mannar,

)

to.

By

n3.J.S." 1G67,. Parkin reverses tne order, but still reliies

neavily on 2 mechanistic stance for his account of Labour

_Party voting. Some notion of the 1a1ec01c is. a2 necessity to ..

compraqend the comglexluleb of tne 1nte* Tationships.

101.T.Lane+K.Roberts, "Strike at Pilking tonsh o.e} Fontanza 1971

P.Z3
fac. l953
t.J.McCutcheon, "Troubled Seams", p.123, Greenwood & Sons,

Seznzii, Co. Durnam 1955. My emphasis;

rank. Parxin's seminal paper "iorking Class Conservatives®,



lU).R.Cn~+ll7GT* .Ripley, "The Miners! Association: A Trade Union

106.2.g5. The 1325 petition of miners! grievances was sent oy
Londonderry to the Hone Se retary wita a recuest for help to.
smzsh the union; &nd in 1850 the same lord threatened to leave

he:miners' inspector at the bottom of the shaft if he

or

interfered at ﬂlo co; aries.

Y

107.cf. David Philips, "The Blacx Country Magistracy, 1835-186CM,

-

Unpubl.,Uni. of Sheffield, for a very competent exzmination

of coal-oimers and tne law, and

N

_““o"cper and snerLf ma'istrate ana gra 1d Ju”j, even tne

tuj jury of Llc{—Slet'e tradesmen, were a;i 01 tne s**e of

_the'owhersi and. they seldom troubled‘to-conceal a bias wnich”™

-was 2t once g padge of 7'f—:smctza’o ty end a witness to sound

~=

political principle.m melbourne 0p. cit. p.20-21. Wy =nghasis.

.‘

and "... to state the reliz Llonsqu between tne loczal magnete
ana those pedple wnho lived witnin his sphere of influence
solgly in teras of_economic dqmination'is to over-simplifly
the situation. At least some ofthis povier to interfere with |
those who were not his tenants-was.derivéd frow the fact taoat,
as- 2 cphsi@g?gble lgpd—oﬁner, hé_was extremely likely to De
also a’justiée of thé peace. As ;uch he would exercise'wide

but perfectly legal administrative as well as rﬂore551ve

d‘

powers in nis own totali y. i1t was not simply as- l_hu smer

but alsc as an agent of govermmentzl authority that he was



connected wita boita tine cozl snma tig Sniupiig inbwrsood, -
snc Very much on ine lockout for signs O Gisalifection anof
tha workers.® kKorman icCord, WIyneside Discoatents anc reter—

ioo", p.10%4 WNowihern Zistory", Vol.Z 1967, ».91-131

109.e.2. in 1332 "...more ssecial constaples were...swWorn in, and

arms supplied thexd; part of thelr instructions oeling thet
wnenever tney found & few miners standing’ togetaer tiney were
to tzke tnem and lock tnem up in eitner the colliery stabies,
or in the empty nouses...(and)...it was not tae riotous &nd
disorderly persors that were mostly punished, but criefly

tnose wno had taken nd part wnatever in the disorders.m
Fynes, op.cib!, 9.48429. |

Such abuses were standard, Tig nt up to the 1926 locx-out

when the notorious Hull police wers drafted into tae arsa, and

o)

géined rebut tion for dispensing strikers with alarming
force.

And the accusation of tae nuiners! Advocate!, Dec.indG 1543,
n,,.it would appear tnat the police have done their DesC TO

irritate the men to acts of - ioLence.% Bell Collection Vol.1lZ

110.See, for example, the coumment of Justice Parke in 1832

sentencing wWilliam Jobling to death (wno had been publicly
sccused as soon &S arrested) . W...0 an afreld thet this-is
ne of those numerous crimes whicn have arisen out of tne

extensive coubln?tlon amongst workmen, shich hes unnappily

visted for so many year s in this couuury - a combination

[

s1ike injurous to the public interests, and to those personsS
-no eare themselves concerned witn it. Your connection witn

tast pody induced you to stand by walle another indivi



(RN e B -~ p sy o - s & S R, -ty p
inflictad the mortal wounds, for no ressca Lhan tiac Wng

unfortunate gentleman nad deen actively engaged 1n enceay-

20-year old Tnouas Variy for assaulting a blackleg. Ee

. . : e . . i
ouring to put the compination down...m I
. ing

- - v e s - . . 1.
Tae same judge hanged 2l-year olid Wililanl Parxin and e

. i

i

reprieved Varty's mother by reducing sentence from dz2ain

11l.ef. “Report on the Trials of the PiLmen and Othersh.
Durhan Sunmer Assizes, 1832. Copy in Durham University

Library, Reference L343.1.

)

_2nd D.N.Pritt. and. R..Freeman "The Law Versus the Trade . |
Unicns". Lawrence and W#ishart 1958, who make the zssertion

that the opremise of the law of industrial relations being
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is-akin to the !fairness! expected when Whe elephant'attends

the chickens! dance.t®

11z.Interestingly, Crawford nimself was one of tae most sus-

“picious, tnouﬂhufirst—hand~experiance Was convpvt;pg many
plt zen into cynics Dj the 1830s. _ i
e.z. Dccexopr 1862, Montaly Circular:

_PMuch.hq§_bgen_written and said about the demerits'of

the gfeat unoaid magistracy. "From all uarts of tne counury,
comg, ints come aocut tneir parti' ity and unfalr aec¢blons. {

1a notaing has-this been so apparent as in trade matters -

3 k)

questions arising between employers and workmen, inaswmuch

as ninety porbent of magistrates are themselves employers of !

labour and tae remainder are priests, wnich are much vorse- \



115.Crellinor and ?ipley, cp.cit, p.5. !
-114.Boperts, the miners! aavocate and en activs Chartist was zn -
excepbion. Writing in 1851 he observad tnui M1t revey i
nappened to me to meel a magistrate who. considersd than zn ’
agrsement between masters not to employ aay particular f
Ytrcublesone felilow! was an uniawlful act, reverss the case, {
however,-énd.it'immediately becomes a formidable- conspiracy- :
which must be put dovn Dy thé sﬁrong arms oX. the law.® ';
Guoted in Challinor and ng ey, op. cit., 2.%Y. E

- 115.1 am not sure whether the Primitive Methodists were so fuen ﬁ

.. reversd by the pitmen but what seems more probableris ‘toet . ...

. R
tha pltm,n acknowledged treir owm unwopﬁhiness end left to %
tne respectebls amongst theﬁ thehﬁbrk Sf Pgonlat¢q5 withn. ?

) 'the'Oﬁnérs, /nile not necessarily believing-the Eriuihiié: ?

fiet hcdists were better taan themsélves. - In sho ; éc-' ?

. : . .

cepting the bourgeois standards of credibility at least on E

a Iormal level. E

. .116.Vic £llen: "Militant Trade Unionism: Merlin, 1966. p.27. d
Eis comment is Goubly apposite in view of tae embfoilment ?

of the agents in the culturel mores: .o

-

‘Strikes-take-place-within-a.hostile-environmemt evan

tPO""n taey are & comaon everyGay phrenoumenon.  They are

conventionally_described zs indus T'dlly s1bve ive, irres-
ponsibie, unfair, against tne interests of the communiiy,

contrary to the workers! bsst interests, wasteful of re-

) i
. PEET i,

sourcas, crduely aggressive, incoasistent wiln aemocracy, :
- g



ada raa

ire ﬁuenulv motivated oy a desire to esnG it guickly, irres-
pactive of the merits of tae casel. p.i7

i intend to go into grezier detail znaaynayybwsto it one may
m

take &.couple of examples. _

The first counfy—w*ue ‘stoupage took placs in 1879, evi-

-

dencing all tae reac:on from the Executive wnich were to

S

(

pecoma standerd (though it must be said that inm these early

lays Crawford had the economic frailty of the union o con-
sider, whereas Wilson in later years refused to take actlon

even when strong). The backzround to the strike was chronic
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7% but this was rejectsd, as was open arbitration. Feoruary

|

/Lnu 1879 saw the Executive Committgce publisia & c rCL’a on
the crisis which stated.

wghat, then, is the best course to pursuer.. to stcy, un-



tohey may meke, go to open arbliration, lsaving the suam
. clzimed in an indefinite form.%
tVnatever the caution of tne offi

militant, tor ¢45 out nqe eavi ce, cna oifering open arbi-

tration. On Merecn 10th 1879, the E.C. sent out 2 furtner

cili aulon, yeu ‘on tn

asainst the E.C. recommendations. On March Zist 1579 tne E.C.,

Tne lock-out began on Lpril 5th, but the owners, faced with
action iror the pitmen, rz)idly came to arbitration “a pro-
temp settiement under Judge Bradshaw giving 8%% recuction
(May lSth 1879). What is ihtérﬁ:xing is.that tié_mén:ééinéd
Dy action & 5°tue“ settlaizant than-the ofiicials were willing

'tO give to.the owners without & f
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tration gave a2 furtner 134 reduction for undergr ouna workers
(July 1879). The agents found theaselves very unpopular for
a long waile, being opposed in the elections of the apnual

& vir

A
I:)"

council meeting, and & to defend thes
4

circulars froa Thornley lodze (July
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tnat the officials vwere all comicrtubly re-electes ant (e
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Counrrcil of September 27th 1879 resolved that M...TH1S

. L. e o A g 2 e ke s f e
reeting cannot foo strongly .condemn tiie District meeiings,

ry

wnhich have recently been held, considering tnem detrimental

to the best interests of the Associztion® shiows much Ifor tre
-authority of the oificials even when cdissatisfaction was
srevalent.
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,_)

n the 1889 viage negotiatiocns we:see"again,the feer oi
strik i;g from the »
had.-been mucii- cf1t1015¢ oi ;é-existing;Sliding:Scale, and
the pitmen; encouraggd by ths national wave of militancy, -

were calling for wege incrsases. lay 25th 1863 Council

2 )

‘fused the owners'! offer, and bellotsd 25,680 to- 5,667 for a
strire. ln the face of such aggression the cwmers. immedibtely.

e

ne offer to 10%. Another circular came fror

2

-

cfficials; "Tris ought to be acceptea. Ev ry oasz ...aust be

‘fully alive to alli the dangers to our sccis
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follows a strike, such

U)

our perménent condition, which

wWays
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as we should nave in this county...It cdces not mean & Iew
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nands, but the entire county...leid commercially prost
and wro can conceive the sccizl and moral disaster, arising .
from such & state of things? Looking at all the surrounding

cir CLlSthCLb, and the immense, end almost insugeradle,



- the minsrs were militent, the Fed.iss. refusing tne cut. by |

-~ P I P - - , N 22 e T c sy Yy
icr tne good of fthe whole count¢y, emphaticalily say, theat

agents, going to the extent of vot;n"'zoz tc 90 (Sept.lét4

[y L . e
1]

even tuough the latter imme

the militancy by appeals to loyality for the LP1Ou, conecil

‘iation, and'peace (cf. Appeals! Circular, Dec.?th 1659

a“s“e“ te demsteels! motion for & further 154 rise on top of

lezding member of the executive. Witnin two years ne was in &
crisis, fignting bszck the demands for & striks from the

mermbérs. In late 1891 the owners claimed a 10;5 reduction. Trz

StriZe. Eut a baillot issued ou February 1iCth 18%27 showed tnat



.vete would be necess it

‘gecisive &

‘a1l the misery and hardsaip that is necessarily attached o

a strike o iock—out, whetner it be of shdrt or long quration,
would be ovbviated." Such dalliance couid only be excesded DY 2
Turther meeting on March 2oth 1892 wiich decidad to ballct
agein to aszk wnether tne men wished to strike or give tas

a

vias

ctionJ A Spectial Council.of "Ha

7,30z for the Fad. Board tc settle the icizgls, horrified
at the trousnt of & strike, rusihied back Ior Iurthier LLlXs,
returning to tallobt.zgain on a 735 reduction, or LuWo 5%
.reductions. The re:sult was indisputzbie, 40,40 voting ror

2 1 = > - P - A D L ) = P - a=x:

a strike, GZo for acceptance of the 73p recucticn, L,i35

> Iy 2/ ) R

for the two 5%, and 12,956 for the Fed. Board to seltle
(Marck 4tn-189%). To .the-.sheme of the asgents. they exerclesd

\ 7 & B -
notuing short of dsception, pointing cut thnat despite the nuge
vote for a strike, so meny members hadG abstained that anotner

solved "That we ought tc accept no reducti st
agents.did nothing. A Eonth: later the sechd baifoﬁ (uaréh 16t
1892). made. clear the wishec of the msﬁbers:— ;5,056 for &
étfihe against 11,856 for the Federatlon Beerd té settle. In
S§ise of this mendate the Fed. Board was appgeeling 3 _Gzys
later for power to settle (Fed.Ass.derch 19££ 1892). In fact
on .the very day that - the Tlnal ballot came. cut (ierch létn
Lo)/), ne Feder"tlcv Boérd issued.a ciféular re;rint;n* fﬁeir
words of January 20th 1892 that "To tais (yduer of settisment
to the Fed.Beard) we still achcre, as the isest, sarest, anc
besﬁ’course-to'bé pupsued, end have no doubt LLa:lii ig

were- adopted, a-speedy Set tlement -mizht de arrived at, -and

At Ly m—, ——— oy wy T

e e e e —
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attempted in such brazen style.
o

Tre dilatory attitude of the agents sensed to give sign or

Z

weakness in the union (ef. HMetcalfe op.cit. g.l;o "Tﬂe_Agents
&S-members of - the-Federation-Board were opposed to tue ‘strike,

chd th 1s tenGed ‘to weaken the men's caliseh). Wilson, WHistory -

names" received by his associates "...ail beceause t:ej,
raalizing the dangers of tie situatlon, Garwa to 2dvise tae
cecunty and take an unpalatadie out menly stendh

ever tyne of stance it was, tne acticn ol the afents gave

- <
the ouwners enough encoursgenent to.increase the demend for &

in favour of resistance (May 28th 1892}, and i
montns later that they went back when the Bishop of Durhan

4

-negotiated a 105 cut.

‘:1

Sueh nesitaricy from the agents was typical 4n face of indust-

rial action throughout tne periocd right up to and. including

1926 (and was zectually & major cause of the defeat of that

year), dbut it would be a profound error to assumie becaucs in

e mA 3 X4 - 4- . B Hd S . o~y s <
agents resisted direct acticn the rank-and-file were cpposed

m e = s i g s L & B S e Merme g e g oot s v gt i wmg m-mealo ey mh mam . p P
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to tniose of tne leudershis. dhen the )1tmcr demanded Eora :
. . ) - s s . 1 R A
monay, it was not a call for & aiffersnt social order. Their 7
.
) L 0 s - - . - o - Ry ..‘
conecicusness did noi cexiend Leyonc wentiiyg more Ifromn tie
My may ot onlead o o - ~vor ko [ .
Sceit. fney attacxed 1esS /i COIAS never 1L Cause.
g
3 - SO0 Iy i D e e T g o K N oly I6 TR 2 P XS
118.cf. June 1889 table of wage changes since 1879 from digtrict b

s wages
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ese Stat&ieﬁ
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{&) Monthiy Circuler,
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toc, witn ail our advance
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caristian community.

of yourselves, the rucde anc

'-”osu ar01urary
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ts from C

rocduced by the

satizted with

‘and throw the aged, 1

into the open streets.

rili and in

zation

you will not learn

[aYs =Y
C'Lo

savage

like these, wiLl'mbsf-effectuéliy tell you what you nave to |
éxpect. One of these gentiemen could DOaSu, that ne nad &
cart load cf sovereigns. jino nes produced trem? 8ot nim-
self. 1f nhe possesses all this wesith, it is only waat

snoulc nave been distriouted ‘amongst the wor n oin y S&rs

gon; oy. ALl wealth or capitel is surpius labour, produczd



0y the workmen, to te now usad
ment =znd fne men's czstruction...®
(b) Aprii i864: Monthly Ci
of 2 Conservative working-iien

"In speaiting, this young
asked whether they wanted the
or that of #r. 1ry.. George.
great bane. The doctrine he

possessing rights

1"‘ n

L P S

e but

end it oucnu to be uncUnst

ncan be assigne

of

's Club i
: e
sory pi

resso ed' why. working men should.be Conserva- . -
tives. All, or nearly &ll the reliefs we nave got has been ﬁ
the work of Liveral Governments.® %
(c) February - April 1885: Honthly Regsort. '
;
"As you all know I am no advocate of strikes. 1 believe !
in an eypeal to reason and not to brute force. OSturixes

ought to be a thing of the pest and the person or pefsons

- #no force & stfikelare responsible for both the social and .

[

‘comamiercial disasters,

trict in wiicn

PSR
Wi Cil

sucir strik

mutuality of action but

of Justice and feairgia

one party dictates and the otner

ay.

are

sure to follow the dis-~

takes place. 1 believe irn &
mutuality basea on the princigles
Trnere can De no mutuality. whare

LSt obey. nis is not

mutuality but its very antithesis - despotism...™

o

(1)

Cowpare the above

&

Y

=i

Uhae Dvi}l. Oy.Cit-
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Parike expounded the position: "I am afraid tnat this is one
of tnose nwaerous criimes wnlch nave arisen out of the ax-

tensive combination amongst workmen, wnich has unneppily

n

t

exi-ﬁed ror sO many years in this coun‘“j - a comni;ation
“%aliks“injurioui”to the'pﬁﬁ fic in terett =nd *to~ thode ors
who are themsélvéé éoncerned-w1tn it. Your comnection with

t pody induced you to stanc Dj while another individual

nflicted the mortal wounds, Ior no reason than t;at un- -
fortunate gentleman had been actively engaged in endeavour-
ing to sut the compinati ion dowmn®2’  The Combination Acts .
hza been_abolisﬁed in the twenﬁies, yet Justiée Parke saw

()4

cr

fit to pu

B

triei trade unionism. It was not the substan-

1

but the novement

Iy

tive_iésue of a murcer that was important

wnilchh nad lPlaEeQ the present crisis.
Jobling was sentenced to be hanged anc jibbeted. The

gloating of the medie-continued even oe rond the final expir-

ation. Thne execution took uvlace August %rd, after which

-

Jobling was stripped and coverad in pitcn.  Thé body was taen

taken under heavy military.escort, Tfrom Durkeam to Jarrow

Slzke taking & route through rany colliery villages. &t tne

river Jobling ".. wes cased in flat bars -of iron, of Z3 ins..

in breadth, the feet were placed in stirrups, from which z
iy u - '

3

D each side to tn ¢ and ended in a ring

[4)]




by waicn tne body wee suspended; a var from ths ccolzzr went

‘bars in the irnside of the legs which communicété@i%ith'the 
above; and cross bars at the ankles, the kﬁegs,_the thighé,
thie breest and shoulders; the nands were nung by éhe sice,
&nd coveréd with piteh; end the face was-pitched and.éovéred
)

T . . . ) He T - - e
with & white grave clotn.W<S There it was hung, sixtsen feet,

above the water, until somecne stcle the body in early Sep-

- ltember,- risking, incidentally, an autematic Sentence of:-trans- -

That corgan of tne coal-magnates, tne "Durham County
lAdvertiser" was omirocus indeed; "The triais in our Cfiminal
Court lasi week - and the dreadful speétaclé of the bodly of
Jobling, Mr. Fairless's murderer,-noﬁ exnibits - flﬁttering
in the wind, and the horrid sound of the iron fetters clanking

in tne ear of the pessenger - naturally draw attenticn to the

a
catse of these enormities which have teken place in. this

‘district; and irduce the inguiry, whether anything can be done

to prevent nem_in the'future? _Mr.'Juétice Parke justly
tracsd tae origin of the outrages out of which this crime has
flowed, fo tne repegl, some'yeérs.back, of the combination
laws. Tris was-a favourite measure of the Liberals: tne

Tory ministry felli in withh it, to oblige Mr.. dume; and, like

failed. dnet was intended for the benefit of the workmen
nes shrazsed their curse; tne nonest industrious operative,
has been led into practises, which he must nhave revolted Irom;

ne nzs deen tne toci and the slave of the designing and

S
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ERSY

lnuPlEU'“b denagogue in nuntle life;

=i

by step, Irom the bare asserti of nis own

.LJ.

. comeission of ‘crimes of every scale of enormity. 1t is a
oL i v - -
truth: tnat more outrages have pesn comzitted, and more murders
have been perpetrated; by the workmen of Englaiid sinece the

repeal ol the combination lawis, then was ever before xncwn
to stain the character of thne same class of people; and, after

all, they have not attained -their ends."29
now eoringing :né“disg1te to & cllﬂax, v10t1m141n°
and cencre, stocking the pits with blacklegs, and

widespread evictions. They delighted in

coupled witﬁ'a

morel legitimacy to stzmp out
Coulcd trey nct point to its awesome results?

returned to work (where it was availabie) at

montn, bulldozed into submissicn. All along tas route
blazed the lesson of William Jcbling "...at once snear, tareat
erd salutary exenpie. 1f tre grea£ idea ceﬁ:nd:tne union
was to be burned out then . tihere was no better way to.do it
torougn a figure whick would strike fear and ‘terror intoc the
nearts and minds of all who passed by, all who -reacd and heard
of it. Tnat wes why Jobliing!s body, Qinioned-in iron, was
hung higher tnan Harmap's ovar ths great water wastes 6f the
Sicke: as an instrument oi murder, the victim peing an idea.n30
1852 ended w1tn tne pltmen in toe status'quo ante, weighed
ddwn unger tﬁé bond, its attendant fines, &nd o wiunlsm.
Tre irony of the year had been the attempis oy the miners to
xeey thé peace. Toeir 'Ban:er; leeders nad imgiorec unen to
be law-abiding, yet had failsd to recognize the way in which

-;e O"'T.EI'S #Hare

leIt rlant

traée unionism.
Tne pituen

tne end of thne
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'Virtua iy permanéntly. Fror LSBA éhe ch cterlsclc ol the

- o~ . 2 P o ~ o ~ & —. S - :
Llie owners stucked the law egainst tineir employvees. Trna

i ] e - = - > gt HIPS 3. - - 2
colilers in reteining order aliowed the capitaliist cizes to
nit at them with elacrity. The viclence of 1837 stemzed

chieily Iror tne one side. The twist wes thet naving been

(9]
Ly}
[
[ 4]
¥
(0]
[o]
&
C
'y
[¢)]
@)
(W)
%)
o
0O
ct
n\

2ction of the owners, the pitmen zcec-

epted the conteamporary cpinicn that it was viclence froz

themselves waica rhad doomed them to feilure. Such an inter-

pretation. meant thet tne pitmen sbelvma orce a Weapon

struggles of the Durham miners has been a marked antipathy

- towards compulsion. In turn, suck an explanation comsoli-

(o

dated as leaders the Primitive Methodists who, however

miners tock to Primitive Hethodism in tunese years, but it was
-contenaing vearianc. The sect gained mucq respect. due to
v leadersnip and its apparently verified prediction

trat violence would always Tail in & strike, out tue pitmen

wio teooi up its bannsr did not shad their aggrsssive calls
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frade wnioganicsa. Et tne sare time; wany ccilisrs oeg

ng 2 conperence to the militarcy of the rank-and-
file. Towards the end of tie 1830
centre ifor physical force Chartisnm. The uvitra-left Hernsy

came North in 1839 toe find Newcastle rige for propagzanda.

Whatever was the contribution of the !shopocracy!”/° it was
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nding pit villeges which supplied the fodder and
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meetings becam te tyoified witn slofans like; "He that natn r:0-

 sword, let him seil his shirt and buy one® and sucih exhor-

taticns were sutihinto practise at Winlaton wiere workars
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of tne miners coming out,"J® while there wsre rlozs,/7 end
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near riots”’® in Newcestle and Sunderland. The militant

politics of tre Coalfield became reflected in the journal

However, in arguing that physical force Cnartism geired a
considerable ovacking .from
closely examire the contradictions within C:arulsm itself,

wnicn were undoubtedliy introduced into tne region in view
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Prim ¢t ve tletrodists, this outline would aup
to trat group of Korin- aate ners who found in it z marked
'conorultv-w“th :helL' orla ~view: -Indeed’ Lovett's préfice

uld have bean the work cf
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"Being desirous of exerting the hucble abilities Ged has give
us towards procuring for our brethren equality of political

iem in such & social condition as snall

ci voliticzl power, znd forming cne of the most icgortant

“steps tec alli sociel imorovement, we ere desirous of .sesing ithe

energles of all péacefully concentrated to cause that maasure

to be enacted as one of the laws of cur country."40
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ulatien. But the cruciel point is that this s Tt was
gualitatively diffesrent from that voluateerad by ths grass-
roots pitman. LT tnis level the appeal of Chartisa was noi
88 @ jgolitical grogramme, sat as a soclial movament witien
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o weralt them undertaking n7SS arrests, tns stznGzrd tock
belng Lo sccuse tnhe pitmen in ftne press znd in the Hrocsss

to undermine the rezl enémy, trade unionism. - Threaté in the
vein orf April 19tn were tns order of the day. iPne Tstrike!
of tne. pltmen still exists, and violaence and ‘intimidaticn
continue to charzctsrize the procesdings of the deluded men.
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situations where their services.are likely to be reguired.f

in Cuartism since 1541 had given the religious further

credivility zs leaders, added to which was the undoubt

reGical stance of the 'Ranters!. Trne pitmen.in 1844 evi-
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of law whilz tne owners sctively advanced agzinst the pitmen.
They npanifested great anxiety, from the very outset, to

conduct the contest in pecce and good order, and witn-ﬁ view
to carrying out tiis plan, tiey lost no oznortunity o1

zing tne importence of proger -conduct before o= aen’
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and a detachment of infantry are stationed at South Eetton, 3
and reinforcements are expscted which will be placed in -%
e

situations where their ssrvices are likely to be regu:rad."5l %ég
As tne dispute lengthened into months the hold of the §§§
Primitive iHethodists was incrsasingly establisged. The 1ull 'gf
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in Coartism since 1841 had given the religious further g%?
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credibility as leaders, eddsd to which was the undoubtad =§;
radical stance of“the"RanterS!.f':Tho pitaen in 1844 evi- %
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oscillating to.the pr udence of the Primitive Methodists. }32
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Hynes, op.cit.
v,..on 1éth May (1831), a number of men on strike attemsted to
urevent several bound men Irom goirng to tzeir work at South

Saields Colliery. The bound men insisted on going to carry cut
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1844 - 1868
ig844 369

tLet us not ve sursriszG to sce a single. socistly viven, at &
given monent, by cdivergsnt or even coniradictory currancs.

twenty-{ive ysars end 1ts resurrection then oniy Jormaiti:

SRR S A U R o - R TP S .
tie end of the desczdle. Agigation on & countly lisvel was not,
experienced until 1863. [leznwhnile the pitaen's griesveances )
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re.limitsd to occasionai remonstrations at the pit-nead.
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it bocmeranged

tnat it allowed the disaffected collisrs to. leave at skort |
: . :
tice. The walk-outs were & reflection of the ziseries at i
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man. 1t wee not so much z -guestion of tnz coliiers zccepnt-
ing tueir lob anu remcining iequiesscent in Tace of tns

employers! offensives, oul more & loss of faith in organized
struggle. They stagnatad in a void wherin tney could envis-—

age no way oi retaliation other than loczlized, usuwlliy-”

sportzneous, action. in a2ddition, tas Durhan miners had
enotner obstacle in the tri Jnent ownaers wno ragecicusly

scotcaed any gfos:a; ettamats at rebuildifg the Lssocietion
wnere some entausiasa hza survived into 18645. Tre cday-to~-dey

realities of pit-lifle were codpelling the men béck into
organlzea opwosition, but reStrainiLg the movement Dy thef
sopering iessons of the Greset Strike.

. The frustrations of tha pitmen were unieashed on the oiack-
legs on. the return to Work'lﬂ August 13844, - Peaceful ex-
“hortations from the union leadership were lost in. these

-~

clashes.“ The owners l-_t unprotected the iWelshmen who had

been enticed to Durhem sz strike-breaskers now tasy had served
their function. A rurder at Ravensworth and 2 veritztlie

battle at Seateon Delaval mazde itne news, but tae everydzy

Tnere was icores than just a depressac mining populace lz=ft
after the 1844 éruboing. Tne Primitive fetnodists, tae
leaders of tne strixe, were 2it sven. narcer taaan the ciner
pitmen. Because of theilr prominence in union affairs, ine
Raznters found tne ovmers viandictive. dariked zen were criven
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TUCLLITY &G Qire conscousnezs of conir
atss down tns 21c Giig rimiitlves &iso uncerwesnt a proicund

despondency anc turnea away from vigorous attempts to unionize,

ion to dring consoizition. Tne Primitive Methodistis exper-
iznced & period oY rsngyed aciiviiy within the ssct. The

traits lying nescent in Hsthodism were brought to the fore.

of plees Tor conciliation, compiiance and amicability from ta

ontation. Lide their

<
grimitives. It was the natural comsasguence of Lie fai;ﬁre of
tne strike aind the revitelization of the Protestant doctrine.
1t was a slow process to be sure, dul the Zrimitive letiocdaists
of tne late i350's. were znot tne Chertist sympatnaizers of
eariisr days. Rather they were &pproaching 2 religious mani-
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One taing that had not cnanged since the Strike

the Primitive Methodists remained the lezders and 90£esmcn oi

tne coliiers. Indeed, their martyrdon and the resoliuts
menner with waich they faced victin aization, consolidated thei
prouinence in thé_eyes Qf.their Tfcilowers.  lioreover, these

werz the commsncing years ofi an astonishing passivity nation-
2liy in lebour agitation. Witn the Crartist deciine, there
developzsd no succeeding ideological basis to chznnel wbr?igé

class discontant. urham was no excestlion, so it is not

e




Victorian ethics, added to which was a decline of confid-

within tne cultural apparatus. S tney witnessed the aug-
mented reputability of the Ranters, so too their opinion of

of the bourgeois state. Tne period 1846-1870 was the oeginn-

ing of wnat was to result in the almost complete incorporaticn

Primitive Methodists, put n where more SO than in the North-

ast. kot onliy nuret aliy, thouzn tnis development was

td

Lon, were considerabdly enshroudzd

remarkebly rapid, 5 out more crucizl was the acdditional accept-

apility of Primitive Metzno dism botn towards Liberali politics

and the Durham coilisars

However, if tne collisrs were relatively dompliant, the.

] 23 B

problzms of the owners were not altogether resclved. The
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strike hed induce! cgreement between

tne masters and thereafter, despite attempbs to resurrect tie
h ) Iod

.3‘

monogsoiy, they were never completely successful Times had

cianged ana Britisn capitalist developuent weakened the strong-

.

fromr cutside snapped

railway mania had raised & revolution in transport, open =qg

‘hold of the North-East in the coal indus try. Mow comyetitio

t the heels of the Durnem czrtels. "~ Ths

up new markets for previously unexploited areas. . Soutz-vizst

Durhzm became linked to the ceuntres of britisir industrizlism

—~a

oy stezem engines wiose efficiency was not surpassed. lor &

e




'”Jaovn £5a. eA)ena’cure on-

M TE owen B azr s . s
cenoury. L4 rasuly wWas Jrevlousliy unldazin sLLneny
VOurlng 1inid Coal-mining. L7001 &nd sctesl grew 1ntd ghie Oza51C

Db'u'r'_' .‘a.'nd quelll "ar"-.y ;OSS.L]:}.Le

attGJQtS to 1nterfe e witL ftneid teras. Tha 18 EO'Q were epit

omized Dy tne nelter skelter of the expansicon of. tae .industry

e
ct
‘n
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and the periodic chastisemant of recalcitrant p

istered in the form of scapegoating L“llEaPtS -instant eviciid

1)

nd importation of blacklegs. It was already clsar that when

D) L3P

& recession in the boom came there would be a showdovm. -1t

was also obvious that unless the pitmen began to reorganize

tn Y would obe guiver zed in tae first crisis.
There were a number of localized disputes taroughout the

185015, notably = scrlfe 2t Sesham in 1854 involving 13,600

tasn 2 serious tareat to the coal-ovmers. By the 1860's now-

ever, thers was a new gesagration of pitmen in the county who,
taougn sharing the bitterizss of '44, had experiencac little

of the suffering. On toy of this, the owners were oaginning
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cajoaism residiy isgseq 1o Durnon. Tone Durnen ainers Jouad

oy e s dregen e o .
Lt cmselves SCELGNT Dozl (Vi e -

 3¢-"€m;CO&:&IuLL;bOﬁlﬁTE?t ge reconciled With "its coctrine
.of industrial'felations. " Tre DurhamhcéalmiherS'could'not
neve: been “0bl iviou ?éf*fﬁe-f‘ct, however,-that 4in reject
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nting - that was tLoo much to ask in face ¢i conditions

cxcessively wary of imitiating & struggls with the ownars.

g

For 2 union to be Ffounded for tie sole purpose O: defense may

&-ppear paradoxical but tiils princ¢rle wes- to give- birtk to..

fhé bﬁfha 7ﬂ1ne“s' &ssdciati&ﬁ'in-1869L _Such'criteria HO
cogease tne despondent milizants'wgu nad gXperiencééhtgg
failure of all previous attempts &t vhionizztion ané zt t:ne
sezme time sati'fy't?e primitive itetroc Gist spoxesmen irom ine

cil 1gry v;;; ges whose vision of a unlon was org znizaticn for

L i~y 2t S . ..'_ 3 H
I conilict cetween master ana men. Tine
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mount in. the 1&00s bul w

tre owmersy the Durnan coiliers . introcduced.a -unicn:tnzt was

iistinctly & product of the owners' values in that it was
ilosophy. was

dictions such &s thnese did snot bode well for unicnism in

n was coastently
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i intend to describe the

sceptical -rejection of &il social bonds.. the state.
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of one who has

130 dornger ¢ny stand only disconnected urges,

rro longer any sense of CO‘ElPuluy..” as regards tneil

The Durhenm miners experiencec not so much a2 loss of

normative regulation but 2 loss of faith in their st

Hfhe reins of government were taken out of the nanas of the
leaders, since the strlué“vas now-at an-end and the aen;
feeling in no way responsiole to any authorlt;, in meny in-
stances gave way to tTuneir rsvsngeful pessions to an inordin-

ate sxtent.® . Fynes, oy-cit.,

"The Blackleg tiiners®

. B T T S S T s
dirfers somewnay IrTon DUTrHAnSlii' 5 Anohnl:s

oin €50, b

. O":i,

eariy in

tne evening,

Tne blackleg

diners crecy

of Wmind .

Wwho nes
V0
» uzion.
societal

-
ruggie

nas -

N - -
U o to uorn,
with their moleskin trousers and dirty old shirt

a
_Go the dirty bl ackLeg m_;e

They take their pick s and cown they "o
To dig out tihe coail that's lying aoum DQLOL
. And there isn't & women in this towa now

Wiil look at a blackleg miner.

On, Delaval is a terrible gslacs,

Trhey rub wet clay in tne blackleg!s face, '

Lrnd round the pit-neaps thay min & foot-race,
ith the dirty olizckleg miners.

Gz, CiOu‘E g0 aovm
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stoppages throughout the period, running sores continuing on
and off for three years at Castle Eden and Shotton. |

The crucial factor in leading th2- lnen back to union wzs
theeeentinued-existenee'ef the bond. As 1870 neared 1tat-
ion against annual binding escalated? tae bond being regarded
as the embodiment of pitmen's griejances.. In these years
mofﬂstagnation the owners .g ated tne 1ssu . by tig tenlna.
np further.clauses to their benefit. . The ambiguity of the
agreements led to'a rapid increase in-the number of prose-
cutions:under the Masters..and Servants Act where-pits struek
upon realizing the true implications of contracts. Not'only

vas the bond the mediator of the owners! avaricious dictates,

but it was also clear that until it was abolisned united ection

by tae pitmen was impossible since disputes at any time of tae
vear other than 1mmed1atelj before 51gn1n~ were 1llev l |
.  When in 1869 there came a gener call for wage reducttons
under 2 new bond the Durham miners discovered“an issue upon
which they could converge.

These discontents were enshrined in the May to July 1869
strike at Monkwearmouth which marked 1n reality the commence-
zent of the permanent union of Durnam miners. Wearmou»n nad

undergone CUuS of l7ﬁ in wage§'51nee 1807, but 1869 blew the

=
A%
cr

09, ff tne smouldering resentment of the pitmen. Under t

}_J

1 9)!
5
L]

year'!s contract the men acceded to a further reduction-Qf
Undef nebulous terms tney -initially signed, but witain &
forinight there was a strike. The manager responded by
_proseeuting four of the leaders for breaking their contractis.

The sentence and consequent goaling of the men boomerznged on
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d

tne masters when 450 of the Wearmouth colliers informsd tie

er that toey would leave their houses witain nine days.

o~

The families lived in makesnhift sheds and two marguees

rer the

r‘)

-,

ation cf the struggle, walle tnelr pli g 1t fanned once zagzin

flame of unionism in the county. County delegate mestings

ct

a

®

Oft

were started during the. dispute,2 one. of the leading lights

of whicn was Jonn Richardson of the troubled colliery. Much

-

due to his tenacity, a meeting resolved to oppose to its ut-
most the yearly-bond. . .

Meanwhile, the Wearmouth affair was concluded:towards the.
end of July. . The owners agreed-to a systenm of fortnigntly
niring and abandéned the bond, thuogh in the process-nichardscn
found nimself victimized. Ironically, tnie,had regercuesiens

avourable for tae county. . Richardson was appointed distric

.-‘D

T ct
igent at a meeting in Hetton on September. 1llta 18690 wita a
mandate to agitate in unconstituted areas. A fortnight later

g}

an angry getaering at Tnornrey attracted a thousand vehemently
anti—bond colliers. The ball wasrrolling under the zuspices
of an attack on the iniguitous contract. Nearly 5,000
members. were represented wnen the D.M.A. was formally con-
Stituted in Durham City on November 20th 1869 - The over-
“coming of the bond at Wearmouth had provided tae trigger for
" 'a rising of the general discontent in the county.
It had been a wave of mllltancy that established the union -

and the miners! aggression was unlikely to abate SO lon as
'yearly agreements continued. However some of the sting was
removed from the situation by a sudden upswing. in .trade

U

whicn enabled the owmers to compromise meny of their employees




The imminent tareat of countj—w1de strikes was ezsed by the
coincidence of tae Franco-Prussian War which vaulted coal
prices some two hundred'per cent, legving the owners an
“opportunity to appease the militants. = They discovérsd this
- bed

was no time to fight when immense profits were to be grabdbad,

3

so'iﬁ spite of the anathema of uhionism, the D.M.A. gained
the gr#cé of time .-to build foundations. So great was the
devélopment-of dehapc that labour had to be im portea from tae
Fdrest of Dean and Lancashire. An industrial showdown was
the last thing th§ ovmers wanted when high-priced orders were
pouring in. - Pacification was the answer: but it was a
distinctly temporary measure.

In spite of the unanticipétea prosperity tha pitmén ﬁere

not-duped. They coﬁtinuea.7 ta tnelr strident call for an

‘end to the bond, and there were eaver prepa*atﬂrﬁ for a stru

(s}
(¢,

5in~Febrﬁaryf1872 whén the_tlme'of 51gn1ng'Was due. Compleuv—
ly witaout precedent the owmers invited along the D.ﬂ.A.
agents to Newcastle for a conferénce (February 17th). With
scarcelf a murmer they'submittedlto the adoption-of fortnighti
agreements @%@ also offered the}hewers an immediate rise of
20%. The miners appeared to have gained concessions solely
by  the force of argument. | The union agents, forever advocate
of conciliation were ecstatic with this justific -tion,of.their
.policy§5 A sﬁbstantial rise had been negotiated witaout
.weakening.union funds or even mémbefs sufferino. Wnat had
actually occured,. of course,lwas not a softaning of the hard-
hearted coalowners but they had made an astute tactical
manoeuvre. The Coal Ovmers Assoc1at‘on had quccaedoa in

;oregtalllna a dispute by nandlnc over an e xtra twenty percant



Lowe

to the pitmen while reserving for themselves tane Ifrults of
coal selling at double its earlier price. The agents had
not been oblivious to tae owmers! ss*du1ty,6 but they pre-

' ferred talklng. Strlkes nad Tailed tlme ard time aga in in
the paet and they did not believe militaHCj could be rswarded
even when tae ovmers were delighting.in a. boom. The union
was not only contented wita the 1mproved Work*“g coneltlons,
they also went out of tnelr way to assist the owners in
satiating-the coal mar'ets. They agread ﬁith the managers

to strive to their utmost to "preVent_idleness"_and reduce
the number of "petty local strikes". Froﬁiits'very inception
‘tne D.M.A. laboured to satisfy the ovmers by condemning 2
strike at Haswell, refusing tae thclebarn malcontenus strike
pay, and favming on rest:iction wnerever,lt was exercised by
Durham pltmen. . Scarcely surprising is it to resad Welbourne's
comment that by 1872 hnne miners! agents had well redecemed
their promise to tae owners that they would exert themselves

S

[\\]

to tne utmost to increase output and help make hay as long.
‘the sun of prosperity continued to shine.®7

1t was not only the economic climate which persuaded tne
ovners to allay resistance aﬁalnst the union. As eerly as
1870 the more dlscernlng realized the potentlal of a propiti-
atory representatlon of tae men, ﬁnlle hesitant managers wuere
given evidence enough in the opening yeers of the orgenization
to accept it by 1873. The point is tnat the D.M.A. from the:

start determined ané overtly demonstrated its resolu tlon, not

to follow in the patq of tne earlier unlons._ Flying headlong

into clashes witn the coal magnates had always fal‘ed It



resistance was futile, thnen tne men would just nave to
compromise. In Willian Créwford the union gained a .
delegate of tnis mou;d par exqellencer Créwfo:d's pelief
was four—squgre against initiating any confrontation and
.with the existing sparkle in the cozl industry his philé
_oséphy was confirmed. Crawford was by no means a traitor
to his class and ﬁe unlezshed many a diatribé against |
Victorian laissez;faire but he saw no role for himself as

attacker. Thne union if. he had enything to do with it
WOuld be moral if nothing elée and this morality was that
of thne reépectable artisan. It was the personification
of his Primitive Methodism. Nor was it simply the leader—
ship'whiph urgéd an appeasing unionism. )-Too-many-of the
" rank-and-file had become so thoroughly dispirited wita the
failure of organization that any unien satisfied - at
lease in the short term. Furtherﬁore, even .tnose who
harboured doubts must have thbught'twice ﬁgfbre they con-
tested against the stauncn Primitive Methodists.  wWere .
not these leaders the spokesmen who had'sﬁffered appalling
victimization for tne sake of'égrlier union?  Eow could
anyone other than the most ungrateful collier carp when
'the_éame unselfisn group again téok up their staﬁdard?'.
Whatever were the chief contributing factors therg was
no doubﬁ that a new type of unionism.was emergihg in
Duranan. It was a structure which ép?ealed to the owners
for consideration in terms of- the dominant hegemony. The

Durham Minsrs'! Association forwarded a plea for recognition.




along with a promise to play by the rules'of the ovmars.
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Even the "Durham County Advertiser™ Was quick to

ot

“the utility of such an organ. It summed up the attituds

of p ev1ously recalcitrant managers who were starting to
re—think tne influences of trades unionism wnen pits re-
guired working.

"Strikes have almost ruined England; strikes have bessn
tne means of bringing competitors into the English market
and breaking up the grand position which tae old country
neld for so many years as the chief producer of particular
goods. Strikes are a fatal mistake and in the ead tae
greater sufferers are the men themselves.  1If the Traces
Unions would combine in agitating for a recognized Court
of Arbitration they would be doing a service to themselves
and to the nation ... the (D.M.4) will do good if it keeps
faeirly in view the great principles of Justlce between man
and man, has full rngard Tor the rights of capital as well
a5 labour and honestly endeavours to inculcate a reliance
upon moral in preference to physical forcé. On tas whole
we think tne district may be congratulated upon the educa-
tional advance in the greet body of the Durham miners as
evinced at the meeting of delegates last week. Froa a
long experience of pitmen we feel assured that if thae
- mesters respond generously to the evident growing desirs

for more peaceful settlements of trade disputes, some ar-
rangements in the way of arbitration may be brought about
wnich will eventually make strikes impossibile. This
w7ould be a millenium indeed -for the coal trade: it is
guite possible, and the great object of the lezders in th
interest of Labour as well as the representatives of
Capital should be to aim at the accomplishment of this
great desideratum. Let all tae societies of men and
masters set up this standard of security and peace and
work upon it. Here is an object of noble ambition. . If
the Durham Society wishes to earn lasting renown, let them
inaugerate an earnest agitation for the establishment of 2
Court of Arbitration.nd :

The "“avertlser" can scarcely have been nappier with
the manner in which the D.M.A. fulfilled its promise. By
1872 Joiht Boards had been set up and commissioﬁed to settlie
disgutes between mester and men. Each side had egual re-

presentation, with an'independent'! adjudicator (usually a
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Judge or prominent magistrate) to have the casting vote

=
by

needed.' - Not sufprisingly tiere developed much znimosity
from tile ﬁitmgn towards this institution when it consis-
tenﬁly approved the-owners' requests. The pfoblem 7as
that complaint was difficult since there was an undeniable
'democracy in the structure of the committee which irn some
cases even benefltted tne colliers. tihat was -overlooksd
for many years was the restrictive nature the terms of
reference placed upon the board. They were fund mentally
alligned with capitalisg economlcs._ henever conflict
arose, come the crunch, the pitmen had to lose since the
funétion of the Joint Boards was to;uphold the status quo.
Disgx untlec pitmen were left to vote with their feet,9 but
they lost.the support not only of their ggents but elso
of fellow miners, who at least had an ambivaient,coufidénce__
in the impartiality of such arbitration.

From an early date the officials.usheregiin a rule bar—
'ring unconstitutional strilkes" from their members,. tae
- penalty for which was non-payment of benefits. The order
eant that any action from a lodge had to be channelled
through the union structure. With agents determined to-
“cut out petty issues and encouraged to do so by fie a DpTro-—

-val of the owners, it developed that the executive commancead

=
m
=

“a running battle-with the rank-and-file to prevent unoifici
stoppages. In such a trade as coal mining, wnere disputes
were exacerbated at.the face the problem of control wasin-
tensified,. so a gulf sprung Lp which became a continuous

contention between tae agents-and their members. Unofficisl




strikes becacme the nora on the Durnem coalfield.ll  The
union took it on itself to censor 1ts oM Zembers. inile
tne February 1872 negotiations wers under T2y, Haswell and -
Castle Eden Struck to dena nd a 20% increase pluéltne ad-
Vahces they had already achieved. Crawford was éppalled

at their audacity and gquickly responded to the owners! claim

8

that the union ought to control its own members. Tne D.M.A.

o
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tary never ccusidered that the function of an officizi

vra
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o

t

©
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carry out the wishes of those he represented, 12 in-

w
ct

ead he sent out a telegram; "We regret to hear that Has-
well and Castle Eden collieries are idle, vou must know that
you are wrong, and we strongly advise yoh to commence work

0 repudlate such

ct

tomorrow, otherwise steps will be taken

ne strongest action

cl

reprehensible conduct, and if necessary
will be taken in. tne mattsr."l3 Already the union.was
actlng out a role as guardian of the owner;'_interests. In
the same year Crawiord grasped anqther oppgrtunlty to dis-
‘play his zeal for trancuility at the pits. Dissension
afoée at Seaham when -the manager attempted to change from

a two to taree shift systenm for tne hewers, wheredby a night
shift would be inserted into the established agreement.
Tnere was much op9051t10n from. the. plumer to the suggastion
that their only guaranteed chance. to meeu voget 1er snould

be eroded. Without notifying the agents,.the Seaham men

struck.1® Crawford rushed off a note of condemnation, but
the 1,500 colliers in turn intimidated cessation from the
union. The cnallenge to the officizls was obvious, but

" the men at the D.M.A. stood firm. With a2 mixture of tareat
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persuading the Seaham miners to accent erbitravion, witna

the promise that thei T case would be forcibly argued when

the machin rj of the D.H.A..
The agents fulfiiled their declaration of nte it to avo
transgressing tae capitalists. Predictably, by tae m1d&le

uriziz HMiners?' Association ras a toriving con-
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cern with close on 40,000 members and £§43000 in tae bank.

i Naturally enough, many pitmen resented the égents' actions
which often verged on complicity with the 6wner"a The
D.M;A;.was nevef wifhout_opposition within its ranks.aﬁd
scarcelj a year péssed throughout the cénfury without a

- sizeable table of unoffiecial strikes against tae rules 6f
the union. [loreover, every Council meeting carried with it
a lerge number of appealé from lodges critical of'decisions_
emenating from the executive.ld Wnat p“orov"ei these

-

omplaints, however, was the elaborate web of structural

c
and psyc;o ogical traits surrounding tae D.M.A.. In'June
187C tares full time—agents had be en anpolnfed nd investad
With considerable power ' Ffom the start they displayed =

formidable obstacle to change within the bureaucracy, uti-
lizing to the utmost a constitution ehablinﬁ nen td -
exercise an untoward deﬂree of" authority in deciding when to
: meetings, wnat was to appear, defining legal and illsgal

action, controlling union funds, having exclusive use of the

11

nion publishing machinery, expertise in oratory aad

negotiation and enjoying nearly all thne traditionzl
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:owever, 1t was not so much such technicelities but mors tae

consciousness of the pitmen which inhibited any crit*cal

(6]
g
]

precipitation within the association.

?o understand how the pitmen’ were consirained from
_voicing their disapprobation it is essens1a1 to gr dsp the
complexity of ‘the meaﬁings of Du;nam miners in the 1370!'s.
It is necessary to come to <grips with bota the structure

4

and consciousness, and tre inter-relationsnisps,betw

-~ F)
Sl Tl eS

( D
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M

phenomena, so as to appreciate the c01+raa1Cuwons whicn were

5

part-and-parcel of the Rortn—uast co ers.” The reality of
the miners! social situation was that of wage-lzbour,
pursuing an extremely arduous occupation for smeli - arnd

unreliable - rewards. The pitmen were no more nor less

<t

than accountable comgodities'in ths_gapital;sm cf a2 coa
tfade. The -owners. took the position of lazissez-faire entr
preneur par excellence. Econbmically (ana'hence socially)
there was an unbridgesble gulfi between the pitmen and the
employers, hence the_unidn, in suing for comaromise, was
act folloﬁing a policy which was to the détriment of its
members in that it assumed the permanence of the status quo.
This may not have been fhe intention but it was always tﬁe
result.  The grassroots pitman rarely aoors01ated.t;is,'i~f
taat he felt it, and acted upon it, is undoubtad fr = the
sbnsiderable qﬁant;ty of stoppages which echsed the.

frustrations of the colliers. Whenever an owner, pursuing
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increased profit or reacting to contractions in tn

marxet, levelled z raduction ot A*, hMJ_o;ecs, the wiiorn.




w5 Talling i1ts members in setiing oubt to regotietie. Trey
with symptoms of the cagitulist forces rather
than tihie root cause. As such,-sb long as tue compeiitive

EN

sssils remained, there existed. glar_dg co“txadlcn’ors betreen

opder such an order, and the union, in attempting emelior-
zvion, was merely.clouding the fundamental issue. -rhe
whole history of the Durham miners is one of capitaiist
accountancy which, so long és.it remained, impelled the pig-
zme¢n towards industrial subversion.

1f there were intrinsic elements within thé structure of

ritish society thrusting the pitmen intc clasnes with the

owmers, there were other factors (which have proved tae more

nozic rationality is only one constituent of an intricaie

¢ifected a profound disillusionment over the North-East &s

o the viebility of strenuous conflict. Many qf the ﬁitmen
ned cdespondently relinguished thie struggle for unionization
in the years 1844—i863. More importantly, they hh‘ éllowed

3 Lin

Tesponsikbiliity uO be invested 1a the Pr;ululve iethodists,
e group. wnich primarily continued the movement in ics
Carxest deys of adversity. The Primitives! tireless and

~nselrish endeavours. were crucizl in retaining the standard

i unionism, and their sacr ifices did not go unrewarded.

¢silient) which countermanded this inherent conflict. Eco-
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snaging their direction. This route, however, wes to ba

and the increasing respac aDllLt’ of the Hethodists since
the setbacxs of the 1840s. Ffurtnermors, as.the religiéus
increasingly Gominated the T eglon, so too the reverence for
them developed I..”ro*-'I the pite en. . The grasaro ts may inde
have fougatl at the pit read bat in voting for officials
they were envelopeduwi in tne standards cof bourgeois crzc-

idibity.' 'On the other hard, let it not be too ezsilj

‘ﬂ
.
O

1

cepted that the Primitive Methcdists, in being progressiv

- incorporated into Gla stonian—Liberal philosophy, cid not

. Ql

react tc tne pull of the structi ral co stralnt oi their
daily lives. William C v*ord v 1871 secratary of tae

politics and a confirmad believer in conci

el

but ne was lco a pitman. It is signigicant'that suein

B

an took to the Primitives beciuse tney ere Gissenters.
To a similer extent he despised the cagitalist ethos, ail
in.a coniused manner.17 The point was that there existed

ctic beuweon the social ané economic

(6]

a coxplicated diel
contradictions of capitalism in whicn tne plumen ware en-

snared and between the ideology "n ch, by cefinition, sul-

ported that system. Tne mlnefo enG tneir Gladstonian-
Libteral spoxesmen were not simplistic receptors of tne

“managers' propaganda ou- they were men ol V"ccox_bu Engle
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by ths contemporary structure of ceing.
As & result of tiis inter-reslation of idezs and the

reaiities of pit life the Durhaiz men could pressnt at cne
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unparalleled industrial militanc?.' Their lezders, that
much more embroiled in doctrinszl af
mines were tnose éxtfa
These chafacteristics, it is suggested, were imperative in .
enzbling the union to take rocot without opposition. The
beliefs cannot be separgted from the actions, and thmxgh
both the D.M.A. ga;ned furthér reccgnition.from tne owners.
The fortunate occurrence of an unanticipated boom in the |
period 1870-1873 had the twin purposes of saﬁctioning the
.lleadership of the D.M.A. in their édvocacy'of negociztion

since they found the managers amenable, while it satiated

o

tne pitmen at gfassrbots when it stopped the series of re-
cductions, remove& tixe bond and actuaily tcok wages to 58%
above tneir 1870 level. Lot surprisingly in 1873 ths
D.li.A. emerged wita the Primitivé Methodists eananced in-
their obsession witn reputable trade unionism accempaniad
by a. greater confidence fro-:; tne rank-and-file who, 'loo}._-.n'g'
pack but five years, could see unprecedentied imprévements.
Those they héd to thanxk were easy éo discern. The cresd

. 1t would have

[eh

of the agents nad been more than vealidate

N d

‘oeerr a shock to see anything other than banners bearing
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protestations of Iriendship between master anc

Gala in 1872. Victorian England was an age to lcok anead:
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sucden slump would result in the oWners
greeting them with a'requeét for & similer reduction. | |
Early in\lé74 the owrzrs rejected the demand of their em-
ployees ané pr esgnted a:firm applicaticn Tor drastic c;fs.

It was to initiate the first real confli t within the new

union. From riding & boom Britain was plunged into a de-

. -
,-|

pression in the sgacé of six months. The siump hit herd-
est at uqe coal industry. 20 .The crisis threw cce J.u.a.
into a quandry. few veeh, gr°v1ous they nad been anii-
cipating further gains, as had the men, but n6w.'mmi;ent_
hardship zppeared.’ EQe@ tie ag,“ts were to have 4iffi-
culty in accepting the legitimacy of tine capitalistis!?
requeéts imbued as they.were in tne free trade ortzodoxy,
but the men were always af taneir mostimilitant wnén; in
the midst of increasing weges, LRy were faced with reduc-
tions. The rank-end-Iile paid tribute to the capitalist
creéd'ﬁhen ney received satisfactory Qiricenus, but just
és soon aé the same doctrine gnawed &t their.sténdarus,:
whatever its legitimacy, the pitmen reactec against it.
Their agents were unnappy but above ail they were men o
justiée and they. acce“‘ed their accountad 1lity'to tne
rationality of tie order. The members, on tiie other hand,

set up a noul of protest agai ast the impositicn of cuts.
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Wnen their pockets were it it meant to hell with-coiiza-
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ticii to the owners. - Tre pitmen would

such penalty. Trhat they did not consider -the fignt Ior &
”~
PA

eductions comisenced a
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WaEs peJ51m15tlc for their chances if & clash ensued in

falling mar het and evoked his long-held paranoiez over the
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sefety of union ;unds.
a Special Council Heeting on April 28tn? to cffer the
owners an iumediate 1073 cut and refer the dispute to open
arbitratidn. The conduct of tne agents_waS'Met by s;oﬁ—'
tareous sﬁoppaﬁes througnout tihe villiages. flestings ﬁere
afranged at which -tney were adbused by the meﬁbenéhig .
Random strikes.littered"the country but Crawford blustered
through to achieve ratitication of the 10% reduction at 2

~e—

later Council.‘D Phe finality of the decision gave rise io

mass \alk outs which came to be called the 'Week's Striket<®
. in defiance of the executive's negotiations. The revellion

wes short-lived. With the coal trade in the doldrums 2
cessation could only bte of real bepefit to the ovmers andg
witnin a few days ‘here was a_gengral return. ?
stayed out (Wheatley Hill, Thorniey + Ludworth) against the
reimposition of longer hours, defying thé executive by re-
quing to work while arbitration proceaded. Their protest
wes to no avzil and the owners succeeded in -gai ning'an eleve

nour day. ' The agents had weatnered their Iirst storz.



members. - They had no stomachlfor a fight. "It vie per-

sistently refuse tc submit the entire matter to arpitration,

we must pregare to cope with the followin .g aiffi

conducting a strugzle.

1. The strongest condeumnation of employers the Aortﬁ'df
England ever saw. |

~

2. Stacks of cozl and ccke laid up in every directi

hirh
O
N
O
()

the county.
3. Coal and coke brougat from other distr ricts to suoply what
we may be sho:t of supplying from our ovwn--nezps.
4. The press and public opirion maulﬁfbeuagainst us."27

The arbitratioﬁ prbceedings illustra%é remarkably the
soliticel philosophy of tne agents. -~ William Crawford and
Georgé Foremzan went to Newcastle to put Lne nlﬁe”C’ case,

.though-in reality the-fdrmer did most of the participation.
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Taroughout Crawford urge
within the bocunds of capitalist econorlcs. His wancle case

rested on guestioning the extremes of the owners?! brierl,

m

never their fundamentel ten te. The spoiesman oI the
lliers began; "..we wish to state that we have no desire

to detract from their (cwners! statisties) value, nor to do
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anyening thav may interfers with tre owmers! les
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pro1its.’ . ‘We acknowledge trat capital must be made rarmin-

ecking to promot
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rnaps unconsciocusly, overlcck what is due to otha , aﬁd it
is because we think this is so in the present case, tnat we
are-anxious in defence of our wages...that we desire the
most honest and thorcugh inquiry that can be obtaineé, in

order that our present d+spute may be arranged eqguitably in

in the interest of

the interest of the cozlowners as well =

tn

the working men, being convinced that permanent pezce be-
‘tween coal-owners and miners,}..wili be best secured by such
decisions in arbitration.m28  Even when pus ed Lo extrexmes
Crawford upheld-the wage-price index; %0ur lébour is sold

o,

. the coal, and so long as the price of coal keeps rising

|

Fh

n the market, in Jjustice to1burselves ﬁe ougnt to seek
particivation in the enhanced profit aécrﬁi ng toerefrom.
On the other hand when prices fall, if that .fall hzs been
renue*ed necessary by the cond;tlon of tune t:ade, we are

willing in the interest of the 1—owners to. consider the

case, and to make such concessions as may undér the'qircum—

stances be reasonable and just."29 Not without reason did

1liam ArmCEronw, the owmers' advocatc, rely heav;ly on the
pASuu¢ates 01 Crawiord to justify his case. There wés no
denigl that the principlss of political econom) argued ror
substantial reductions. - Russell Curney, the H.P., ac?ed as
umpire to the parties and when agreement failed, awarded &

9% reduction . to become operative from November.



men. In April of 1875 the owners reguesied anothér 20/
z
cut and at arbitration were granted flve.JO There had

been some resistant colliers, but the unicn informed iis

dissidents that.they must imeediztely witndraw their

notices.ot Later in tne same year the owmners forwvarded

wnat was now the usual demend for a 207 reduction, to be
. - 1--. - z’\ " ) “ . ...
granted seven at open arbitration./® 4 third arbitration
“went on to cut wages by another 6% in September.33 In

. Tace of this series of setbacks the pitmen were surprisingly
lethargic. . They seemed to have resigned themselves, at
least temporarily, to the inevitability of diminutions in

trieir pay. This is not so 'difficult toc comprehendé in view

of the fact that the colliers were aware of only two alter-
natives to mild acceptance. One was resistance, but this
must have appeared little more than futile obstiracy since

towards the

m

the whole situation was so heavi;y fevourebl
. OWners, and besides, no horizon could be seen- to target tze
struggle against the masters. Tne second wés vigorous
argument within the arbitrétién courts. It waé the_only
feasible route that appeared for many yeafs. That the
miners acceded-fo the rules of negotiation is vindicated by
the passivity with which they received the early decisions.
With outward sign of impartiality, it was to tzke the pitmen

a long wnile to learn by experience the inecualities of the
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arbitration boards.. If the

in disagreement with tae executive circuiar of 1876 wnich
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application ¢f tne ovmers. - There ics no OUHer rmeans by
wnich we could have fared better. On.every occasion the
ovmers complained atout thne insufficient'agount_awarded t

th
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L .problen fo
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was that some plym n vere already
~beginning to suspect trat the owners merely claimed an ex-
travagant aﬁount, secure 1in the knowledge that arbitration
-would give them half, while thé rest were to be stirred to
industrial Teb ll' n waen thg reductions fina 11y gbt beyocnd
endurance. | o | - | |

1t would be wrong to suspeét there was a2 compi ete'luli 1:
the county throughout these yezrs. In 1875 there were
strikes at Thornley and Wearmouth, the latter béing settled
after tne union cnastﬁse‘ its members far dragging tae
ocwners into a-fig nt which involved only the men. The
Wearmouth pit had struck Qver the ‘employzment of non-union
labour, but the'égents clared thet this was no excuse to

Lhurt the owners{ They protested that their negotiations
were jeopardiéed by such zction and discredit wes heaped
-ﬁpqn the union.- _Wearmouth, prev1ou°Ly conti f uing the
affair with the help of other lodges, was abandoned. The
union compelled it to work alongside scats. The following

year .the putters created trouole. Agltetion was rempant,
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his members and ocbviously terrifie

-

jumsp at an excuse for & lock-out. Mit 'z time when the



Ovners seci a cause of trouble, if we have tc be plunged
Jinto cifficulties by the ackts of a few irrespessitle lads,

turning back to a condition of things, which even in antici

. ~ -~ = z— (a] -
pation, causes a person to snudder.!?d CrawiorGa success-

norever, he had more trouble when the owvmers entered
their rext claim for e reduction. In June, 1876 a lodge

vote had given & majority of 79 for a strike of resistance.

Crawfor
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to ignore the resoluuﬁoﬁ and cn June 13t
managea oO reFer the issue to the Joint Committzse. A
: b :

ballot ed which g¢ve a 3,755 majority,30 for arbi-

tration, though taere were over 16,000 colliers urging a

strike.37 Tne crisis was being deferred but sc long as th
| J-

reductions kept recurring Crawford woqu meet mounting

opposition.  The pitmen's vobing nrad skcwn a2 marked ambiv-

Whatever the tensions, in 1077 tae agenus accomplisned

the locical extr’ﬂol°tioq of their conciliaticn policy when

] de oy

the Sliding Scale was eSuabll ed, scheduled to last tw

years. The Executive Committee had been granted psovier 1o

; z - .
.settle’® when the. ovmers had suggested an in nstitutional-

ization of the wage-price 1 nde“. It was a convenignt way
¢ euphexizing reductions.>? The scale carried with it a

7s% lowering of hewers! wages. bnzc*uu.aun;, for the agen



the D.M.& %in September, at a mass meeting, tre. Bszrpark
en ctieacked tne whole policy of tie union. Tney said tnat

1

arbitration had become a farce, that in every case the
ovners asked for twice as much they expected to get,'suré
that the umpire would halve their demands. They cospieined

nat local lodges were too nmucihr under the domination of ths
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- . . 4 , A
central executive of the union.n40 Bearparik was out for
forty weeks, but its devisznce had litile effsct on the union

.officials. There was certainly oppcsition in the coaifislid,
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but it was alonSSWde unranmi

C“-

ars. Durhas exnailbi

o’

‘of the men ted a confused notcen- gobcn

of attitudes at this time but it was an understandzile
confusion.

There was n;ourally variance in th é opiﬁioné of the
coliiers which led to considerable inconsistency Irom it to

pit, but 2ll had in common the limitation of being circum-

scribad by the pre Vd;llag culture. Such wasthis power that
the pitmen were doused in the impobtant respect that, wnen

driven to protest a ainsﬁ their conditioans, they discovered
L ] v .

[s])

no way of cnannelllng taeir ntent.  After all, 2aad
they not been given a fair nearing at tae arbliratioas?

Even the more militaent lodges rastricted tineir oppcsition

-~

criticizing the owners for not abiding by tae rules of tae
gane. . 1if was the containment of the bulk of

within the societal hezemony that enzbled Crawi
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.continue unchallenged in his tazetics as nsad of tans DUH.AL.
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Disszticizction wita the results of this strategy was sten-—
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Throughout 1878 there was no diminution in tne depression

On tne contrary, the pitmen's conditions were worsened in

to eleven under the arbitration of E.J.Meynell.?l  The
fcllowing yeér“eveﬁts got o
for reductions was entered. _
Sliding Scale .in Decemper 1878 and claimed a further ZOp

wage reduction as a precedent to its re-establisament.

wards to avoid confrontztiocn which the owners were thrusiisg

their members to grant a ten per cent reduction and plead
for open erbitration. Both the rapacious ovners and tae

-

frustrated pitmen would have nothing to do wita ti

ped thelr demands




faece of the capitalist offensive, led totimmense CGiscontent
within the D.M.A.. Wherever taey went the agenis were re-

ceived with herrassment and abu
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there was not a murmur of apology irom tae executive.26
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ranford began a campaigr
BEe revised his opinion of the stoppage to paint a roseate

. 4 . -
nicture of the conclusion.” A7 At the Annval Cowncil all &

fm

gents found taemselivas opposed, thoﬁgh they wers re-electe
cosafortably. 48 Nevertneless, tae contest itself; in a

union wnere a;cerh“tﬂva° were offered but four times in ove
fifty years, was a sharp indication-of disappro&a;. 1879
merked the first rebellion against the union hierarchy
the rank-and-file. = Thae

thhe ease of direction

usually grucﬂlng ~ of

vocifarous grassroots.




denced their frustration with & argic trads aﬂ;onl"”.

Wita no alternative available the leadershin was able 6
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veilliance.

Tne yezr following tae '79 struggle Durham still retained
the scars of animosity. & new Sliding Sceale had deen .

fo*cea on the men which took the montas of low wages after
the dispute as its basis. Trne union itsslf was wracked

with dissension going to such lerngtas as to merit & com-

- . . .- e . ' )
plaint frowm Crawford on twelecontentst .47 Fortuitously, tae
situation was eased when prosperity rsturned in the -early

moaths of 1880. Pits reopened’)and the widespread unemploy-
ment was. checked. Despite the -amelioration of trade taere
remained a lot of tension emongst the colliers. Ways of

oving taeir conditicn -~ so conspicuouslv inadecuate -

Pt

B
O

)

1,

were searched for. The solutions dﬂsce‘“ed sy tne pitme
were pointers.to the limiﬁations of their world-view.
Straight away.the miners tried interferiﬁg witn tae
markzet forces. A tecal! canny! policy Wa s instigatea.
At @ council meeting in March tae agents were overruled waen
restriction was rztified a2l Crawford reaéted sulckly to what

.he regarded as tae fol 1y of such decisions. 1t was a mis-

take, he argued, in that it clashed with the .agreement of
tha 8liding Scale-which nad not yet expi d Limitation

of output was wrong because it was unjust to break an ex-
isting contract. The reasoning was full
. the respecteble unionisu whicq undertook ta

position of tae ownars.54 I;e circular issu

"executive was sufficient to reverse thg earliiar
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useless. Tre policy would have neaded nationzl backing o
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succeed, a ey issue which Crawlford guiekiy grasped.

tration wnich could find no otaer cutlet than non-cocperztion

Tne sgents, naturally, wers horrif ed at the affront to trei:

hzllowed procedural sySL-k. 0f course, they refused to zc-

cept tne temporary verdics. An impassioned circular wes

 Dromotly dispatcnedSD calliing for another dballot and this

time for a rztional course. Thet meant conlirmation of

sult was close.2® Thnis sorg
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irng for two arbitrators
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CWIIeTS. Tither they concede the terms of Lhe minsrs or
;=

& n 1 OD Mier 11 Yo o gy 1 P P -
face a strike ~. Tyvically, Crawford shunned & coafron-—
AL h hallAt AT s mer ~ ) e o) IER 2 ke = w10
caLlion. a2 DALIiCC 01 Unig menoer S, UAoUgn sSIowing & mEJIor-—
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ity 1or a strike, was able to be rejected sinca it f=211

. 5 56

below tﬁe reqguisite two-tnirds majority®®. Tnz usual
palliative of arbitration (alresaly offered by the owmers

curtail all contact between the D.i.A. and the owaars.

Throughout tne period the Durham mi
a ollc1cal articulation of tneir

tnzple to introduce any cozerance

Dy the shigpersP® ‘Wanatevar, by 13
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Liberalisa, had been converted by tns constricticns o

to sup: the shortage, wnils even within the county trere
o2 B v

Wales. The Durnam miners were turnir
oredicament which merely tinkered witi thé’manifestations'
of the problem;'

There is no more spectacular indictment of the shori-
comings of the vision of the colliers than in tneir dir—

ectly political activity. The Nortih-Ezst miners, far

from the myth of being apathetic, had shown 2 keen in

o

t in national affairs

®
n

eptury, but since the 1

™

cguiescencé in the

ne years 1860-1688
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signigicant point is the consistent forerunning role played
oy William Crawford, even though he was himselfl an ardent

existence thrusting them into conflict with thne economic
order, but only in Crawford was there a consclousngss ol a

Liberal variant. The members, embittered as taey weres on

the industrial front, had no grasp of anjitaing beyond the
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was still due for Ythe reliefs we havs zoU {waici; havs
R - ES -
been ths work of Liberal Goverrrents.h7j Eis aqvoecary of

lished party. Their politics were epitomized by the mctior
passed in March 1886; "That We, the miners: of Durnam, units

with the miners of Nort:umberLana, and other organizad

bodies of workmen in the North, to hold a mass nmes

2]

ing on

cr

the Tomm ioor of ReWCQSule, on ﬂhlb uén day, in order to
advocate a pollcy of peac e, retrenchment and:reform.' And
that Mr. Gladstone be invi*ed'to attend, so that we may
-thank hlm for the life-long and.transcendént-services which
ne nas re ndered_to the libera; cauée."74 Crawforé himseslf,
in rQCQUyending.his.memberszto patronize a neﬁspaper, ad—
vised that it "will.rapreSént the political views of the .
great numbér 6f cur membersh in 5eing Libe£a1.75 Such
opinion 1s confi '=ed when a fe months léter Council rati;

fied "Tnls meetlng, composed of two hundred representatives

"and dl*eculy reorese 1ng ;orty tnousand wor g mine;s,
.desires to e: p:ess to the R{. Hon. W1 1liam Ewart Gladst Lona,

1ts 51“c"v t <

nks for the very complete and comprenensive

£
P
L

measure of reform, vnlcn, by -inde f tigabple perseverance, he
has been able to pass ;n*o law, and by which two millions of

.capable.and,trustwoxthy citizens_haye;been,epfranchised,VT
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support'for'Gladstone Has 50 great toat in early 1863

Crawford himseli nad to rebuifi & call of censurs after
criticising Glacdstons.. Even wnen Lﬁ: pitmen went to an

- extreme it was only to call for legislation on tne franchise.

ney were contented to have two agents elected under the

-3

_auspices of the Libsral Party in:1885.

Despite the'above,'it would be an injustice to place
Crawford in precisely the same political bfécket as the
renk-and-{ile. He was a much more sceptical Tollower who
could find an articulation of nis diésatisfaction (ﬂﬁ n
conditions reached an unbearable state the pitmen reacted
'by walk-outs)f- Writing of & locz2l Tory in August 1agé,
Crawford spelled out his political stance. It reflectzd
é'philqsophy gogsidgfgbly shapeé-by”bgth knOﬁledge of #he

major parties and the catnarctic realitiss of pit 1ife in

--Durhaim. . Crawford was.a'pragmaticist who uLnscloned‘tue
contemporary ortnodoxy when it alsfavo nis class,
though he could never reach another wqr;dfview. ~ Rather

.ne described_himself &s .a "leeral kRaa;cal if you - 1id e)-~

UJ
<
({3

and-in-favdur'bf any.é“an ; which i regar : as pyogrbs
éndiwhich-wili confer increased-comfbrts oﬁ the general
community. He (Tory) belongs to a ciass with whom things
in tkls world have cone well and who are- sa;isfie@ i con
sequence, .tl'qe¢ong to a_ciéss with wﬁom.things hafé téne

badly and not well, ard who cannot be satisfied.®7?”

. Q"

Crawférd never relented his wariness of Liberals. iHe

notea unat even within t“e GWadstonlaq~ thers was Giratori
. ness waen it came. to.forwarding working.-class measune§+¥3-
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‘division.

- sccro—-economlic structure of Britein, never forgetting the

L] : e v . : Al
ideas which had been prevalant in his youth.b*

doctrlne which teszcnes. thie entire subservierice of labour -

to capital and that tne laws of supoply end demand, snall

-

S v 3 raviay b LAY S D - o F.
dectermine, wnether the norkx,“ snall bz fairly fe=d and

at all times, my most strenuous ogposition. Such doctrines

w
ct
]
[
(@]
cr
'..l
L]
[(}}
£y
()]
-;
(o]
T
4!
=
o]
}_J
(an}
(€3]
(&
-

are both pernicicus and de
and a year later declared that "we.are pessing thirougn an
epqch in our history, but as xen increase in intelligsncs,

tpey will lesse tne chasm whichh now divides the rich Irom

the poor. As working men get wiser, tney will not zc on
for ever working for socmebody els but w1;l c1*1m a rach -

Ead

reater share of thie wealth whicir they uLG&oElfe wroducglcl
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#ho hes produced them? Not himself. I he possesses all

this. wealthi, it is only what should-have been distributed. .

m

t the workmen in years gone by. All wealtinh or.
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capital is sargla produced dy the workmen.®

Nearly ten years later Crawford was still clinging to_unis

g C .
These wera the views woich allowed Creawiora
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to shape the
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neld nim firm within the pounds of Gladstonian-Liberalism.

o

- Crawiord shied awzy from all but verbal conflici because

To have carried his protestations inte action he would have

b3

nad to sned his cloak of respectaoility. . 1t separeted ninm
ffom his own raﬂn—aﬂﬁ -file. They found it harder to fina
expfessiOn'at the wrongs of society round..the conference

1t striking
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tnat wracked Williem Crawford. The secretary could argue
tazt he was "no advocete ¢f strikes.. 1 Delleve in an ;p—

peal to reason,.and not to dbrute rforce. Strikes ought. to

cut a mutaality based on tne principles of justice and rair-
nley. Trnere can De no mutuality where one party dictates
¢ 3 £1 : _ - '1.-. -.. ! : ..-
anG the other must obey" The membership certainly agreed
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in ;JI".LflC:’.._J.L" witn sucha pI Quedufes, putv vriey niad €o face ti=

cwners? iHprute force! and unlike.Crawford thev frequently

wnich were to cnallenze the union spokesmen of the Libesral
epoch. '“The'hombgeﬁeoué'Eﬁgland'of the mid-Victorian '

dec..ies broxe up...In spite of its sharp 4*v1510ﬂs into
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£sses, par
been stréngly'united oy fundamental 1aentities of outlook.i‘
The dissolution cénnot be exactly dated, for it_was gradual
Gueen Vicﬁoria’s_1887 Juﬁilee vias ?erhaps the last cccasicn
on wnicn enouun semo_a ce of the old unity survived to pre-
sert an imposing facade.no7 - Nétionaily there arose the
mnovement since known as. fhew uﬁionismi. .lrrelevant-fcf our
:gpnqgﬁgra;ehits_origins,”buf_it; efigp@é are qrgcia;_gs,§ﬁ§‘
ﬁsﬁéﬁéd in 2 néw'braha of union. activity.. 1-itswa$-nc% a
novel articuvliation, rore a vibrant mood. lt took the
militancy of .the DLP 1em niners to-.an unprececented lev

with its;success in un tlng loca11zeu grle,ancee and initi-

fo

ting countiy- ulde itaz;on. Tom Hann's call for a fresh

approach to the aims of 1:-.113'.on-isr_'18.8 created a thunder which:
reverberéted through workin g ClcSS organizations the length
‘and breadth of tne c01ﬂury.

Durnam was~relatiVely inpervious to overt criticisms of
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its agents, but the ccnseguent rise

shiook the D.lM.A. to its very foundationms. By 1890 never

.
:‘

ie

H

2 there such tensicns between official policy and the

ctual ! OV'we“us of. tne.renk-and-file.: . Fuel: was -added -

i

.t



Irom the aggressive czll for an Eight Hours! Day end the

‘grew apace. From 36,000 membars in 1888, it rose to
96,000 in 1889, 147,000 in 1891, and over 200,000 in 1893, .

de Union

)

overshadowing in its growth all existing Tr

o
o
q .
|-h
w
'J
b
s

organizations."89 - The repercussions ins;igated
'in the D.M.A. which remzined until the second decade of the
twentietn century.

| As early as Marcn 1887 the Council had besn calling for
‘a single national union,9o though the agents carped thét
‘such a body existed and refused to aamit'th§ i§efficiency_

-of the National Union. That szme ysar Hann, Henry Hyndman,

September the D.li.h. felt sufficiently threatened toc issue
' . s . i ) - . (o]

2 lengthy circular. answering the encroacnlng-dangers./l

Their orotest, however, was of ll*“le awelil. Tne spatk

of -an uncermining rank-and-file mov d been kindled

m .

I
b

men

()]
.¢i

tiat year with'the Nortrumberland miners'! strike. - S.D.T.
agitators entcrea une re;loq causing a flur ry of discdntent

Y,

 with traditi onal structures. Inevitably théy permzated

"thé:TYne.9 ‘Heswell Drooosud a break witha the Hational
Tnion tnat OcL,obeT-93 d appeals against thie .executive

ccmmiutee oared to such a level és_ﬁo;ﬁécessitafe scm2
delche.9 o | N | B
4’ |h., BN C‘;m euralal7 l!’c\;.vzcl Huz_ ﬁh—mhon o( k ‘\c_“mr ‘( {chfd
Caahst Soc by euw.\c the No/’mm\amw s’ smu( €87,
Sese u\tcmm (~23); Do ( (=), Torr b p Ye-20m-




fnese were portentous. 1t was in 1888-139Z that the
PR P --..-\ ) 1 ~ cr de = PR .| O R, o D ey S
split Detwesn the mexbers and the agents reached flasn-poini.

.Towardas tie end of 1888 two resolutions went intc Council

]

which shock the bottom of tne vnion.93 4 motionm to give
maferial support to the Yorkshire miners (then on strike)'
was ;urriedly-preséntéd._ It was tacit approval ol the
tectics of the M.F.G.B{ aﬁd.anathema to the D.H.A. aten;s.
At the same tiﬁe Haswell lodge forwarded the fighting motion
thet as "The coalowners.of CGreat Britain are thinking o
' l
country, this Ccuncil deems that it i1s time steps were tfkenj
to counteract any undue action on theﬁ; part, in so faf es
the workmen are L.oqcernecz, such as the fornin o: a general.
Association, embracing ell miners in the United King d.m{"

“Crawford fought thé resolutions toouufénd'ﬁail;”_.A cire~

o

1ler was issued with the programme nitting &g the unyrece-
- o (=] g s -~

(l’

oY

en
éssociation. By the skin of his teetlh he survvvec when on
December 8th the latter was ruled out oi order énd the

former moved off the board.9§
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ed steps which would surely bring disaster to trie
Still, Crawfordl!s worries were only j
was but the start of a heated campaign the strain of whicn
CCﬂu“lbU*GG con51cerablv Uo nis p;e_a L“e deatu tae,follow—-
; |

- ing year. -SlL&SWO?tP opened up the gene al d¢<conueﬁt with

in answer to Sil ortals char;e tnat wages had increassd.
In fact, 5 Aswortl we “e bovreCU to DOlQE out the relative
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dzcline ir standards’/C ané the M.F.C.B. were quick to -infor:

FR ; ) AL crnt T oA eyl S p Yo~
Cii@ men. A long dispute hed earlier commenced over Lhs

w i R R Y Ty M1 P AN et Dmomde vn s - . FA PN ~ KV B N
-Sliding Scele. durion tney September moved for an end Lo

. . ., GG . . .
the wage-price index.7Y Lgain, the inevitable circular.

appeared decrying such brezks with traditional policy.

Marsden returned the motion at the start of 1889.
answer from the agents was Tar fron satisfying, meraly an . -
attempt at justification for a system which the mcod of thes

riners could not countenance.100 Lgainst the wishes of the

ballot to examine the feeling on.the S5iiding Scale. Trne
Gelegates restricted ths ballot to a straight issue: abol-

tion or amendment of tae Scale.

(=

+

backs against the ?al;. That ”aj there were a number of

: reso*utlons for a 203 increase ‘in wages.*g?-

start

o]

f a battle which wes to prove thﬁ'if any ecticn was
to be taken it would have to come in Dlte o_,tha leaderszip
Some pits had alPEde lost .con fidence in tne officie is and'
as early as March Ryhope héd alled for their resi gg ition,
but for the majdrity it was the trade union issue of WZgEeSs.
wiere they could express their discontent. |

On June 2Z4ih the owr:ers offered. a2 5% increase to. sztlane

. " M en. . . '
the mens! cleim for twddty. The agents
_ A _

prénkly declared "we advise you to accept

: o 1w 1085 SRR o Taa.
_oy ube O?vers.h 795 Ine mempership felt




The ballot at the end of July went complebely zzainst D.i.
14 Q A T o - Py LGl YeTe e
pOlicy. The Siliding Scale was abandoned. 25,380 urged
2 ~ ol AT A o B - ey A 2T LI -3+ A x " 3
strike against 5,567 to accept the olffer, with 2,632 for
1 O 7 " 1 106 3
erbitration and $,928%4 neutrals. As sonn as tne owmers

-
H

The pitmen's militancy had already peid dividends. The

ds

‘zgents made no mistake in the next vo

circular they were mightily relieved.

tained nine resolutions demanding wagé increases ranging
£ o 3 S, | S T - 110 T vy rAtras Ea -
Lrom five to thirty vercent. Tne agents evoxed ths ta
montas rule to pstpone .a second cerisis,—=— but the lodge

3

‘delegates overlocked tae constitution: €5 pass a reguest fo:

- ~ e ’ . 119 N N Y i - ) -
anotaer fifteen percent.*l‘ Where they made a mistake wa
to entrust negotiations to their officizls.l? In so doi
they had to settls for ten percent.

Looking back from December 1889 the tensions within Lae

union wers easy to discera. New social forces had given




was restricued. The men Telt frustratzd at th
D evem A A . Tvr wreitarsl aa i -
01 wcges ana comsequentliy voted heavily

ladstonian-Liberalism of Crawford,
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ation seeping into the area was only just

nt out thls absurdity.




__14at10n or 1nve 1 gat 1on rnlcn tends .to.avoid strikes and-

- between emploers and employed. Arbitration recognized. the

1ocx—ouus, 1th a+l tne;r comme”cial ruin,and misery. It ha

. Durham, and we are able to speak of Deﬂe‘lCl 1 results; an

-a moderate wage. Had we ac»»d in kKeepi rg wita the true prind

'geuqer, héﬁe_i&de our .ages douose tJat wn cn tney_wereL

'even at the nlgnesu point. Had this besen done we.could have

' 20% now sougnt by ihe'qwners,_ihis, however, was:.not.done,;

-
\C
SN

HOTES:
Lrter the breaxaway of Horthumbe nd in 1355, Josepr Seld:

5

decline of organization.
Hdetcalfe, op.cit., p.19-21 "

Ibid, p.21

\

=
cr

-the Market EHotel. A full report was carried by the
"Durham Chronicley Nov. 26*n 1869

At the Gala of 1872 the resolution was passed;

"That this.meeting regards arbitration as the-lagical Way ©

settling those differences which in trade necessarily arise

rignt of both parties to put forth views, and leads to exzm

3

10W far a short time been in operation amongst tne miners o

-

o

we most heartily wish to have z continuance and extension 0]

s

tae prineiple." Quoted in He

oF

calfe, op.cit., p.68

ﬂ)

"During the years 1872 and 1873 we knew the profits made by

the owners to be enormous, still we never demanded rore thej

ciples of political economy, we should almosn, if not altoc-

afforded to submit to a reduction of even more than the rfull
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all times possesses the power to abolish it..."

. "Durnaz Caronicle%, K
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54 n n1 3 r n canAn
21T TO CEii ICPr a S=C0onik

by

ana we taink it manifesciy un
rzauction in liftie zore than Three montis from the first
one odeing made... 1t I1Is our stronz conviction that nhaving

3

on our part actsd in tane most moderate way during unparall
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tified in seeking = reduction of wages.h "Durham Coal

cf. List of -unofficizl stoppages, note G3, Chapter 1.

Tnis is not an unusuel guality, e.g. see Jack .Jones! articd
in “The Incompatibles", R. Blackburn & A. Gockburn (edr.)
One nesd only. check the records of the D.M.A. to-see a.

host of examples of the pitmen censoring. otzer collieries

J

e recently, =.2.

ct
o
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or actions taney. themsslves had

i

Council, July 28th 1833, Hebburn notion.

cf. note 9 above.

Except on trivial issues, e.g. with reférence to a motion
fbr ending mopthly circulars Crawford wrote (Montaly Cir-

cular, Jenuary/February 1883) "§ifh this I have not the

slizntest compleint to make. The county, tarough the
=8 . mh 5

Councili, brougnht it into existence and the same power at

Sept. 25rd 1880 for Mew Herrington affzir: and account of
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l4.c¢f. YDurnam Caroniciel, May 17ta 187Z.

znd Welbourne, op.cit. p.153-154,
See list of Apgeals, Ca.l, notz €a.76,
See Ch.1l, criticue of Douglass! wori.

Politically, ne was a (Gladstoanian-Liberal, & pursue

conciliation and an advocate of negotiation. He comm

yOl‘ulC&; QOCurq“e and the situation of the pitmen.
Welbourne captursad uh s oscilliation when he wrote "He

not so fear blinded by tze philosopny of the Mancrester

cals as to lose thne root idea which he shared with tne

Owenite socialists that there was sonle fundamental fal

in the lews of politicel economy which denied to the poor

' man to right to a decent 1ife." (op.cit., p.l
1

Dona Torr in."Tow Hann and his Times", Vol.l, 1856-185C,
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escaped the web. Even social reformers like Cnarles Xingsl

and Mrs. Caskell were no propounders of fundaments

T

_Zven the Tamous defender of the.workinchlaSses; Ctiarles.

Dickens, envisaged re

would never have been found on ﬁhe ﬁicLet_line, lat aione
Kenhington Commén. - ...

Typical Gala banrer; July 1872

HThe ezrana¢on of trade, under the 1n;¢uvncc of which Trade
UnionisQ...regchad in 1879—4 one of its nign—watef E&TKS,

ceme sudcdenly to en end. The co ntraction became visible




el

idney + Beatrice Webb, UHdistory o

tn

mans, Green&lo. 1895, n.3Z7-%328

.0oviously, this view is coming cloze to t©

articulated in "What is to be Done?#(1902), though the Qi-
chotowy must be zssumed to be fluid. The crucial split was
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the absence of a révoluuidnary
revolutionary situaticn. |

22.The fragility of the D.M.A. funds.had been a cause of grav
concern for Crawfcrd since its incepticn. For example, éee
May 27th 1878 circular calling for an end to the Relief F
and later, Aug.l1l878, his appeal to cut benefits; "4in

snip wanting & rudder

m

Association wanting money, is like
in & boisterous sea. We would soon find ourselves ériven ¢
‘to. the rocks of discontent, disaffection, end disunion, an
*in_all-urobaollluy, shivered to pi eceéé:infthé-strﬁgglei;

pursue longer the course We'are now pursuing, must saorily
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and in Dec.6thl878 Council adopted a new rule vhich stopps
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the Genere
23.Metcalfe, op.cit., 9.89
24.cf.Welbourne, op.cit., p;léo;lél;
"No sooner was it kmown (10% agreement) in the couniy than
. a general p:otést was mede, rut only b" the miners, but by
the mechanics and the enginemen. Th y otjected to ﬁeing in
cluded ih ﬁhefred iction. These todies neld meetings in

Durner on the raceccurse on May Znd, and pass-ed resciutio

.....

act to accept any reduction. The spirit of revolt was ramp

ant.in the county amongst the membders of - the Minerst.
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a55C0ciation. Meetings 10 protesti arainst it WETE el

throughout the county. Circulars were seni ocut by Distric:
ridicule..™ from J.Wilson, ow.cit., p.§3-94
25.D.M. A, Council, day 7th 1874

26.D.M.A. estimated-itlfrom May 8th to HMay 14th.

¢es of their course, they have resclved to-engage in tnis.
most disastrous social war. The council of the Miners'! Unio
nave addressed a very ssensible appeal to the m;;, in which

-

it 1s forcibly represented that reductions from 10 to z5
percent are being made in a3l dir t"ons - tarocughout Eng-
lar na, Scotlund and Vales - in the vwages of the cocalminers,

end that a per51stence &n the present unreasonable strugsgle

can only entail destitution end wretchednass for monihs to




-

#tALL over the United Xingdom!, staztes the Monthly Rewuc

p.l
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pauring in from employers with an eagerness and &

2ich contrast strangely with the lessons of forebearan

and moderation sc incessantly dinnéd into the ears of the

British workman in heppier times.!" p.331

|_.l

50.Umpire Rt. Hon. W.E.Forster, M.P.,decision April Z3rd

31.Wilson, op.cit., £.108

32.Umpire Chés.H.H nvooa,Q C.,n. ..Dec1<10n Feb.lbtn 1876
53-ﬂr G.T. Sbav-Le;evre,mqq h--.-D361510 Sept;zﬁt
34.Wilson, cp.cit., quoted p.116 ”
35.Metcalfe, op.cit., quoted D.96-97

-36.Vote 20,190 to 16,435, Wilson op.cit., p.117
;cf. Metcalfe, op.cit., ».98-99 i o .

»

7
58.D.M.A. Council March 3th 1877
9.First Sliding Scale formed Marcn l4th 1877
0

.Welbourne, op.cit., p.185

21 .Specizal Cour0¢l April Znd 1878. Decisicn of E.J.Meynel

_l—-’
\J'I

th 1878 .

arrived av April.
4£7.cf. Ch 1 Iootnoues for account o the strike.

4%.1bic
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;They regretted the action the employers in refusing ope
?arbitratioﬁ,-and who, b5o~1nﬂ the cbnd*ul n of the Union,
‘were determined to force their full demand; and they were
fsorry for the opposition of théir merpers, bul they xnsw
;they were moved by sheer aespbrat¢o", end played upon by
;designiﬁg nen ¥no cared mere for pogular;ty,'ever if iﬁ
were fieeting, than the welfare of the Union, &nd wno woul

not hesitate to bring ruin if perchance small gain would

rlast will ever remain an epoch in the history of tune &ssoc
"ation. A more complete success never tock pleace. &%f its -

beginnings, strong doubts were expressed
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. entertained as to vwinat Would be the uvltimate conseaq: zences

1,

of the stop. I was among. those who aowcted,'but did not éde

'peir, and the endé more than juStified the expectztions of

- the most sanguine. There nev was-a more complet

(‘)
w
ol
Q
e
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[43]

ol work, or one whlcn'tnefworkmen,"t igast, ended mHore -

atisfactorily." . . tietcalfe, -cp.cii

U)

t
. And on Oct.ZOth 1883, Crawford coulé begin a circular;

[ vow, 1 am &mopg thie lzs% to' say that men should never sty

-
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I believe there are. times when, es in

. . b ~ o~ o 1 AT T s ST H
comes a ciear and imperative duty.®

(a) Finencial Sscretery HMr. Patterson:- 212 maj. 18
' tr. Simpson:- 4z

(b) President ' Mr. Forman:- 233 - maj. 1G¢
~ lr. Jeckson:- a2

(e) Correspond aing Secretary Mr. Crawford:- 209 mej. 13
Mr. ¥ilsoa:- 72

4G.lonthly Report, January 1880;
"AL one or two collieries, these enemies of all that is

good, are trying to do their brutal work, by so~15g disser

[I‘

;ion and dissatisfaction br adcastc, No specific charge is
made against any one. They rather c;oose to dez2l in genere
ities and innuendoes, as being ths most succassful way of

disseminating their groundiess complaints. We try to do o
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work in the Dbest possib ing at all times enxi
to nrotect the interests of ocur members. In doirng this, h
ever, it is iﬁpossibie to please everyone;.W¢ have at all
times,.énd undef.all circumstanéés, advocétea thaf which

seemed to us, to be right. This course, we shall still puz

(‘I

sue, feeling assured that it is the only one which will gi
to our Association, stability, permanency, and general
usefulness.n

S0.January 17th 1880, Council;
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ies: but in case of tWO'ma rows that "re pLutlr; their wor
together ,- the one shift to uaLe up for'L%e”other."
: Sl.March'lSth'lSdO Co:nc;l; 3 TebOlUEthb

"(18) That tnere be & res rlctlon througnout the counbty; znt



(19) That all collieries acting contrary to Council moticn.

F‘-n

oe considered'unfinancial, and theat they be treated accor
(20) That no man makKe more tnan the county average in any

52.Ex cutlve Committee circular March 25th 1880. Crawford alsc
pointed out that many- plts were ignor ng the coun01;'reco—
mmendations, while their expulsion would result in the
crippiing of the D.n.a..

53.Ballot of lodges 130 against,. 117 for restriction,April 3rd
Special Council Meeting ipril l7£h 1880, ballot of 9,482 t
0,818 seconded the decision of the executiﬁe committee.

" 54.July 15th 1880, voting 131 to 84
55.July 22nd 1880 S
6.July 29th_iaéo voting 89 to 76
57.From the Slicding Scale agresment.

_’S.February_lBSl, voting;

Bradlauvgh 14 ' [lorgan -

Carling 4 ' Patterson 8
Crawford 240 - Reynolds . 2
Dover S} "Roper 1
Forman - 31 _ Wilkinson 29
Jones - 104 . : Wilson 97

59.2pril 26th 1881, voting;

o;

Support Sezham 51
"Seenen out VA
Firn ou o C152 .
County out C 31
-April 26th 1881, von1hb, 93 to 243,
l.Hay 7%tn 1861, votes 542 ;6 843 against a strike
52.24th September 1681 Council;



"Seeing for the n ntzLy
is by far too larg We

think there are too

report noy read, the ou

Wiz pelieve tnat Slicing Scelies evrs the best errangemsrnt
which can be got for regulaving wages cf workzen, uader tns
vresent circumstancas.t f
65.¢r. Welbourne, op.cit., p.215;217 for an acccunt. |
44.For example, motion from Auckland Park,Peb.l8th 1882 cuhrui
e move that the. Siiding Scale be.abollshed altogethrer), 7
that we-demand 204 advence, or give 14 days notiée to ;
cease work if refused.m | |

_65.Februéry 25tn. 1882 Council;

(l)FThat in our cpinion, the basis.of the Sliding Scale. |
dravn up by the Federzticn Board is just and equitable, an;i
we cennot, therefore, offer any otier terms to the Ouners i
a nmeans of setilenment |
(2)Should the fcregoing resolution be not,complied with, we
request from the Owners an advence of twent ty percent. in th
wages of all men and bcjs, beﬁlev ng thnat, trade warrants ?
sueh an application.® é
_éé.ﬁérch 18th 1882, Vote washll 2322 to G,449 for a sirike. %
67.Lugust 4th 1882 Progremze of Cowncil Heeting; |
'Seeing that so much dlssat1s action prevaills in the coantﬁ
i
tnrougn so many private meeulpgs teking place between our g
i
hgents and- the masters, we move that, in future, they be 2
!
. forvidden to enter the Miners! hall, at Durnam, under any |
pretence whatever.™m i
8.D.k. A. records June zota 1877 f
9 iovembe* 3rd ¢801 COunCl_;' ;




over Lo every onée

secutive montihs, the sum of two pounds.®  MNewton Cap_
70.June 24th 1882 Council; |

(30) Ve move that the time has-now arrived for tre Netional

Association to seriously consider a gensral restriction of

out-put, with a v

-

S

peet
e

of raving it adopted throughcut the
7nole of the Associztions, comprising the Hational Union.

(31) Thzt unless eny cozl gets stacked to the amount of

]

three days! work, the colliery be put on three days per weel

until the stacked coal bs filled away. T
~thelr services to get the coal filled;

(32). That no colliery work more thzn 5 days per week, and
0

[¢

cl
-t

ric

ct

nours per-day; as, in our opinion,-nb@?iﬁg but res
the out-put of cozal will improve tne minefs' wages: this to
be submitted to the Naticnal Conferenqe."

71.Jure 26th 1882 D.H.A. circular; |

"Nationel action in social, or,weges matters, is & degartur

@
=

.
l._.l
(]
o’
[

- from all past lines. It is a huge urft_:ierta}:ing, an
héavy'uphill wqu. Bqt it is zbsolutely necessary, if wofk—
men are to sustain even an approximéte decent existence.
November 1882 HOLt;lf-Circular;

"This egulation) is required, and, I am convinced, is the

only panacea for the evil, zltho

it cen be carried out. Striking for a week or two is of nc

o

avail whatever, if, at the end of it, men have to return zs



205
is now done, almost sverywhere, to hew coals &,%,10,11, aad
even 127 nours per day. Markets are glutted with cocal, and
we are still going on producing more, in order tnat markets
may De sTill more glutted, or if that is not the object,
tnet, at least, is the effect, résulting in low prices, and
leOgSlj low wag We are told trat, to attempt tais

for those:

ilure. Nc principles, however widely accepted,
which dooms to be ill fed and worsevclothed,
sands of ken, women, and children. The diffi-

violation of

vno try it...®

.lonthly Report lay 1880;

tne principles or

political eccnonmy, but in = went of cohesion amongsi our-
seives. To do the work trhere, needs 2 national underteaking
. end national action, a gensral organizaticn, whereby entir
remifications of our mining industry could be set in motion
&v one time. District zction i wofae than-uselesé, it is
pernicious, and must end in social and commercial disaster,

hzve a man, who never uses siratagen,

In Mr. Gl'ds*opo we
"for tne pu;pose of. b__uib+a1nc those he professes to serve.
Zis actions, like his words, are marked by c¢lsarness and
.perspiéuity, and can be understood by oﬁe and ail; and those
who trust him,-are'never deceivéd. The'workiﬁg mén; Wao pro-
fasses to be a Conservative, does not know much ébout the
'eg 11 disabilities, which, in past years, nis class has had
"to labour under Neither does he know from whiqh ?éris



relief from these legal diszbilities have come. Taling our-—
: :
Lo a) - Eal 3 - o ~ L
Seives, we rina that the Tirst Mines 3ill, passed in 18350, |

ammended in’ 1855 - 1860, and again im 1872, was, in every
instar ance, the work of the Liberzls when in office. is a o

. ]
. ’ 3

class therefore, we nave little to thenk the Conserveiivas
. for. The leora¢s have always been the pioneers, in all 5
o

great and beneficial changes, in the laws as affecting work-

men. The Conservatives at Dest are only trimcers ena white-

- : "'
wasners.t . . i

73 April 1884 Monthl* Circular; Crawiord comneﬂ'lng on the

opening of a Conse vative T rxing-lens! Club in Newcastle, i
. i

1authed nis snul diatr 13e‘against worklng-CLass Tcries; .i
T . : - Ry ’ : - L‘f

";n speaking, this young %tory puppet screeczed out, and N
. s . e ek : ot s Tt |
asked whether they wanted the Liberzlism of Lérd Hartfingten, §

or tnat of Mr. Henry George. Hr. denry George is their great

bene. The doctrine: he zdvocates is not thet of kin

gts E

possessing righté divine, but that the land is the peogle's, i
eand it ought to be unconditionally restored io them. Ho g
L o . : kY

reason can be assigned why working men shouid be conserva-~ %

e

;-

TEENT

tives. All,'or nearly all, the reliefs we have got heas bpeen

the work of Liberal Governments.™

e Y]

74.Council, March 15th 1880

75.Marcn - 1884 nonun_y ClPCLLa“, on the 'Northern Leader!'; %
LB
NMThis is a new penny paper, recently issued ror South uhielisﬁ,

It is essentially & Liberal |

P e

'v—

er, and as such, will reovre-
sent the politica l views of t

fe great number of our members

- It 'is both instructive &nd entertain ning, and contains some-

thing.




Council, brought it into existence, and the-same pover et
all times possessgthe power to abolish'it. I was not at tae
”nnual_ﬁeeting when the cuestion was discussed, but I am in-
Tormed that the chief reason assigned for seeking its aboi-
ition was; that 1 héd not képu strictly fc trace matﬁers,
but urat I had once or ice adversely. criticized the co-
ercive policy f the'éresent.Government. The representétive
told the Ccukcil,_that the circular was intended to déal
wlth trade matters only, and that the Loa«es b lieved in ir.

CLaQSborp, and, therefore, di d not like to.see anything to

which he was a party criticized...n

03
P
U
m
0
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78.Counncil September 24th 188
"e deemn it necessary te stzate that there exists in the
county, a political association, and that between thak
association: and ours, there ought to exist a very close
connexion.‘Moreover; the guestion of a labou: candidate is
speclally one velonging to this political associaticn. The
means to carry out this resolution ought to be placed in the
'n'a'nds' of this political zssociation...m |

79.hugust 1884 Monthly Circular®

" 3C.April 1881 Mbnthly Circular;

"Until very recent years, the interests of workmen in the

-
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'To. trade unionists I desire to meke a special appeal. How

long, aow long will you be content wita tae present

hearted policy of your unions? I reacdily.
WorkX has been done in the past by the unions,.but, in

neaven's name, what gcod purpese are taey sserving now? 417
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viie Word 1n the trade union to whicha I belong, but I candidl

shall Dz comnalisd to taire Fae vias swaingi 111 ;
compaiied to talkte the view - zeainst my will -~ to
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taey could, or would be,_by any other means...we are mors

he Sliding Scale is the best, tae
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105.July 9th 1889 Durham Federation Association and
Mat+nanal D TR
Hetcalfe, op.cit., p.138-9
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mgjority pressing for ﬁhe demend, and fziling it Seing
grantcd,'the Miners' Executive rare instructsd to 2ITUNLE
o0 hand in tae notices on Auguét ist 1539. The resuit of
uriing tae matter to the ex:feﬁe acvion was successful te-
cause the Owmers now cffered ‘e full and immediate 107?
increase in wages...Crawford tried hard to erfect & settle-
ment and made an appeal to tahe wminers for unity, sobriety
and trust in tae leaders.w
D.M.A. July 1889
July 31st 1889
For accepting 107 Lgainst

Miners 169 168
Mecnanics 38 8

ckemen 23 2

nginemen 115 _3

j 3lSu ;8b) Dur“am-F d; Ass.;

"This offer ougnt to be accepied. Everyoqe (unLess it be tie
unodservant and inexperienced), must be fully ailivs to all
toe dangers to our social, and it may Dpe our pérmaAeL: STokety
dition, which always follows a strixke, such as we saoculd
nave in tais county.'lt does not mean & few nands, but tne
entire county (comprising 500,000 folks) laid clrercizlly
prostrate,.and Who can cbnceive the social and morsal Gis-

aster, arising from such a state of
fugust 30th 1889 Counecil

Appeals!.Circular August

eplemder 14th 1839 Counc
"That the Executive Comm
asking for = fufther adveac
ol Hovember ‘1st 1889. If
5y i0Gge voue of 20 to

tnings?"
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1290 and his hold on the miners proovcrtionately weskensd.

!
]
p
]
. |
1 January Cor 37 Anllad TAv o 1RHE nda v tra saovacsier
LI g alluary QUIiCi. CQliaed 10T & 1H% rise znd tne gggresszicn |
1 '%

e ¥ o T L P iy~ . - ~ 3 A +5
of 1889 was reassertsad. The appeal was rejected, the ;
[
- . . ]
owners actually claiming the pitmen were rver;ald.z The ¥
~ 17 I S N, 52 m e - 3 ae
pallot wiich appeared was resoundingly in vour OI a SiTlie;

out the ageats tried to deter the militancy.’ Counting tmﬂ
abstentions as negative votes there was left 2 majority of
only 5,000 for handing in the notices and using this excuss

the agents summoned a2 clarificatory council peeting. The

lodge vote of 338 to 30 in favour of striking forced the :

j

]

The officials were laft in their tracks. Immeoi% ly the |
. 4

.

- A) - ' no - 1

" news of 'the ballot was conveysd to the owmers aan oifer of

5% increase was presented (taough this had been declarad

Aprl_ apJ“oacnv with Council passing a further motion
The owmers! retaliation was to charge g
.the imminence of trade reaction

. . - - - ' v
demanding improved work ng conditions.S During the ne- '

Toe claim wes tne convenieiice

of time, but sure enouga when the elactions took slace ir

ust the

W

commendations were backed by Council. It

Viak e Wi

helped to enter tihe contest holding the positions for walcr
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Despite the personnel changes the pitmen pursued taeir

e1iorts made little headway, only ailowing a breatzing spac:

iess. Faced,witg overt threats the owners bacired down.
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- poiitical creed other than Liberalism, a2ggressive calis to

successful .
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01 tne Federation Board. Jnciricizal stoupnages escelate
i3 i AT ) IR 15 Mo~ - k] <] 3 -
to the cnagrin of the agents.* ine nend of ¥ilscn was

next Council meeting. Localized action was branded. in ev

o9
inecongrully between the resolution and the motion passed a
few weeks lazter calling for a national union of workers to

21

a1, : . £y 22
but the zgents were not to be usurped.

-services oIl  an eminent barrister to state that since the

lodge acted unconstitutionally no money could be granted
e

Joan Wilson. Furtnermore, that November a sudden depresid

gave tnhe owners an opportunity to cleim a substantizl re-

T Z ‘e ~ - .

duction. > With the former zgents being re-electsd
~Z '

opposed <5 1892 was to ‘be a year of hesitation and ins

waen the D.M.A. was confronted with the bellic cosity. o

owners.

10ta showed that the miners were aﬂdmalt, the Fede




s550clavion refusing the cut by £1,2837 to 605 with 2,650
cast for arbitrationuend 7,10z for the Federation Board Lo
settle The officials horrified at tas thougzt of a clas

rusied back for Ffurther calks, returning to ballot again =3
7 3% reductior or.two'5ﬁ cuts (both of which they perscnall:
approved),;. The result was indisputable; 40,468 for re;
sistance, 926 for aéceptance of the 75k cut, 1,153 for the
TWO 5/'5 and 12,656 for the Bbard to settle.Z7 To the

sname of the agents they exercised notning short of dupli-

city, arguing that despit
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reabers nad abstained that another vote would be necessary.

It was cleariy & titempt to stall. . A special Council of
March 12tk 1892 resolved "that we accept no reduction™, but

Still the agents did nothing. 4 little later tze second
ballot4® made the wishes of the mewbers crystal clear -
43,056 for a defensive strike against 11,856 for

to negotiate. in syite of the mandate the Federation

Board was aypea ing thres days later Tor. the Fsderation to
be given power to settle.2d . On the very"day that the Tina
ballct cane out,30 the Federation Board issued =& circulaf
reproducing their January 20th 1892 statement; "To this
(power of settlemesnt to the Board) we still adners, as the
wiéest, sureét,_and best course to be pursued, and have 1o
doubt, that were it adopfed, 2 sﬁeedy settlerént mizgnt te
arrived at, and all tae misery and haréGship tnat is nece-

ssarily attached to a strike or lock-out. ihether it be oFf
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reeting on ¥arcn 256th



R . - -
= SN cTra A - ot - 2 S ok My
1ig4e Or give -tae poard settlemenl rights. Thnis in spits

R 3 ~ e = t - 3 At P 3 3
survaer time was wasted, though ipril l6th szw the inev-
K ~ i~ Ly, -~ ] [~aye . A R
itedbie - 28,151 to 17,598 in rfavour of action. Tr.e agents

attempt to forestall clzasnss. Yet this was not the limit
of the D.M.A.'s culpability. Even the'Durhem Cnroniclat

vorted Y"Ihe Federation Board had, at the tize of writng,

ne Coalowners! Associztion,
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asking that body to withdraw the notices, and allow the men |

pailct, it will probably zppear somewnat inex licadble, end

are to some extent in the mystery. It is
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en unquestioned fact that the baliot showed mors than a tvio-

uently it is somewhat difficult -to see upon what ground the

O
I

- > ~A1 =) y <] o v * = oo ~
ouv were zolng over the neads of thsir members to effect a
e s A . .
setitleuent. In April 1892 that nad to mesan acceding to 2
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in tae Victorian business ethic. Trey were all staunch
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employers gave advances by mutual agreement, end tnerelore

would not be rash or doubtiul, for these were dangercus and

destructive to their interests. !We meet these situations

could to merit that confidence from you, sc in this most

critical pgeriod, if you entrust us with the care of this

matter, we shall do all we can to bring about the greatest

- oy

uction. The pitmen balloted 3%,451 tc 4,425 to fight

0y
-2

re
tuis encroachment zs well,”” so it wes a long three months
later wnen .they returned to work after the EBishoop of Durhom

Tne lock-out of 189z had beer a
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107 muen praise eiter its supsort during the STopuage,”/”
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cudninating taat June in & successiul resclution favouring
™ = - rr i ~ fotl 2 ] I -~ S - T - S e 37 3-’——-f- L
Juniarts entering the natiocnal organization. Hayoe nov

from the coniormism of the Durham leadersnip. Certainliy
ohr Wilson regarded it as tantamount to insanity ard he

H.F.G.B.'s militancy. Particularly in. its policy of united
national zcuion Wilscn saw disaster. His parcochicl

asserted ltself in pointing to the wezknesses of otaer dis~
. _ -
tricts and the folly thet a defence of these would ensures™

The aftermath of the 1892 défeas was a lull in the mili-

re-establisn nis ascendancy. In early 1893 the Joint

3 )

- Committee was resurrected and further reductions were chann-—
elled into the smcotnh workings of the Federation Board.>d
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Wilson's security was tenuous and he coniron-
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come a seii-fulfilliing provhecy. Hitnout the Morth-Bast
Cealfield backing it, the M.F.G.B.'s strike was foredocne
to failure. Wilson wes el when tne Ccuncil let throug
a reguest fjr a 155 increase,él but he averteé an immediate

ity rule, could report that

was expelled from {he M.F.G.B.
Jazlonal egction. Wilson was
membership was in sympathy wis

with the rest of tae counirv's pitren striking his own
& i TTTTo )

mexbers could benefit from t

ty the M.F.G.5. regions. Thet

October Wilson could sressnt a 55 increass to the colliers

(though it was to extend

small ma1or¢nv accepted i

tneir understanding of capitelist accountancy, thnough siz-

Yilson were opPPo at e

t 1s indicative of the iimits of

only three months). That &
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CUL as yet the Durnam miners could sez no aliernative to

domination by. the Gladstonian~Liberals. On the contrary,
most were proud tc be supporters of trnis strein. The pift
betlween grassroots and leadership was without doubt wicenirg
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rell torough,=° and even as late as 18956 Northumberland and

As Wilson began to lose nis psyciiological grip cver the |
fen he increasingly moved to ccnsoclidate his Fformal power,

Lengthy circulars regularly c¢zme Tfrom the D.M.L.. ¥iison
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engecd in topics from parlismentary affzirs to American
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sunion but he never overstepped th
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e wrote notning whick did not enhance his work. “Aist
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nt on his control of the union vress was o srove

[

useiul in quelling "the young men® and malcontents
Labqur Party. In 1893 Wilson hed been presumptuous eﬁbu-h
to fprwa:d_a.pfépbsal for = neﬁ “ule-iaLing agents perma-
. Suspicion was.rife_enough to have the 3
idea thrown out,29 but Wilson wes to oécasionally revive
the resolution in the hope of avoiding the risk entzilsd in
ennual elections. - He sfood apart frem nis colleagues oy
virtue of nis intellect, persuasiveness and cozerence but

bzliots on the 8-hour issue,’ joining the #.F.G.5.,~

scrapping the National Union,?; nor tne

such militents as Tom Mann,




agaeinst the explicit wisnes cof the: aoepcs.D? Wiisen had
tre afirontery to issue a circular urging the men to revers
the Council decision since it would upset the founding of

[ P and :6 M - = . -t 3 s : 2
vile new poards./ inev one nexy lLodage gathering c-be'fea_

nstructions bears witness tc the coniicence he .and zis

[

b
ble

S
sclitical philcsophy reteined. _ The-Dufham rirers were ¢s-
cillating in their loyelitiies wiﬁh ah amb;yglence wirien at

times verged on schizcghreui;.

Having dropued the.ciaim fo

12395 had to confrent the first prod
/ .

W
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EBoard - z reduction. The ageni

Certainly there was no disillu
involved.”® That Octcber & se
The agents remained convinced of it




50,586 tc 14,894 votes for.avolition, wita 20,000 nauc:alsé/

indiceticn that the members would’ reJecB the crude “rogs of

wicsned to reverse the vote, 1t wa sig 1y the profoundly un-

derocratic situatlon of 20, OOO ren choosing not tu cgst

ettacking those who denounced the Beard. 64  The carping :

centinued even when the new ballot reiterated tne earlier - i
cemend.®5  The Conciliaticn Board was scrapped. |
I

Llongsicde this undermining of officiels rzn 2 constant ;
stream of propositions to re-enter onsre-bzliot into the :
. 66 . :
M.F.G.B.. The agents could never be free of harrassment.
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enery. Wilson had been defeated - a2t least temporarily —%
on znother crucial issue. HMoreover he had more than just '%
thesze pressures to bear. rhat year some ZCj of tne Cala ;
nominees were either new unionists or socizlists./t ,
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gar Irod Febryucryts ™ Monthkly Report was the emergence
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political creed. The conservatives of the Gladstonian-

Liberal school oegaa to Loud.so

A "Droaressi e ‘Federa
or political education along I.L.P. llnes, was
Tounded amongst the colliers. It came in for Wilson's

fiercest inwective.8l

tae still dominaLt,Gladstonia —L beralism. = The agitators

-

Spokesmen. The out-and-out militants ceatred. in parti

loGges -~ 1;] uhn larre north-east pit$84 - vihile the 4
ness oI pitmen were surrounded by an amalzam of doubts and |
conflicts, Novel ideologies did not prsvant the colliers

rourning tne death of Gladstone in 1894 83 nor muting their
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criticisms and hence ena b'éﬁthe agents to udhoid ortnodox
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methodaJ and the result showed tney had Jqu enougna cre-
dence leit among the members. By a narrow maj rity;
26,149 ﬁo 19,569 the Bozrd was re-established (of courss
by tne two-thirds rule this was unconstitutional, but Wil-

son was never particularly scrupulous in GJLOTCi g standing

Q
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ers when they did not suit his purposes). Still, what-

‘g¥er his guile, the fact remained that some fifty percent

4
[«5

of the pitmen who voted favoured the continuation of taz

status-gquo. For an ege of socizlist advance it.is a grave
indictment. Worse, the temgorary boom of 1859 1¢00 en-
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gbled the owners ito dole out small iacreases.B80 Thney

succeeded in kKeeping the mlners‘appeased while the Con-.

ilson was consolidated. As the 20tn cearury commzsnced

. The radical cLanges-came in Durham with the 1901 siump.

to immediate calls for a minmum

p,

An 113% reduction®® 1
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wage.°9 Illegal stons rocketed, and Trimdon took a long
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end bitter st ruggle age agents wnen it: refusad
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to accept a Joint Commibttee 'settlement.dt . Tom lenn at the
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the abolition of conciliatiorn.9 Lceceompenying further

g .G.B.
L35 PR 1.9 - ‘v, ~ . A .S
Wiison was visibly shaken by the affzir.  Be and nis

s
tae Labour Party's sectionalism,99 the impetuosity of ths
young bloods and nip in tfae
ions as ne could. Early the nexti year another crisis
:1oome“ waen Johnsod SToo4 as- Liberal candidate For Gateshead
L

inat meny lodges had interpreted .the 1307 rule chan

reaning tane D.M.A4. would support only Labour Party cendidais



! | 42 1
< > < ) O 1 -}
et () W ] a A4 oy " J 4+ g |
< T (0} >~ o) 2 o0 & < @ . 4 ] < (%]
(o] ()] 9] (5] i~ 1 ~ Q } IS i L | 12 o] 3] 0 | £ © s o
(] (7)) ay 3 K (@) o [ g O &1 m 0N (&) < (@] 9] O (o)
s > (% N O~ o S | Q o s | & 9] n . 1 r~| =N
3 @ | D Lo . g Q . L4 w “«3 -+ (b} > i ()} 0 ® o £4
O ~ W Q . - H le) 0n 1S} 3 42 By n %] o} )] 4 = L ’ o 5} 4]
30 v n 3 o S 1 I B QA t) o R | O e
s L £ g w1 J ] e YR 3] W 0y B o ) ' 4 17 SR . 0 ! e
Q oo M) [ i Q Q (@) — < [{v] G-y Q Lo B -} . 49 | i~ ] |
a < s &1 ] b < 2] e m o o3 77} (o} al | W | c* ’ i i i (¢
d} o 42 - Q ) a Q o ~ D ) ] ) Ky £ =] Ny - H sa [
(L . o £ . Dy fa O o M n + e o o » w0 O . £ it $-4
3 in O a4 [a ¥ o oo 0y < o} 0 i " £ <3 O M0 G- G % W i O »
o3 n =i (5] . I Q [ | | &1 s O ()] O o~ ({4 G~ 2 Q D Q %] O e e
< o « | o S 3] 0 (SIS (0] Q 1) BESRES BR | B ] e el [ I ~ 3
fs] fut - O o 42 o g O W £l Qo Q Yoo 3] n o~ . = = ws
o QO o 2 - . o #2 o o o ot (0} 0 ] oy (o] D 13| o] 64
(o] be] Q ] (0] 7] K] ] 3] (o] @) I ) i [ Ko : " P . (o)
v) QD e (o} fic (] & wf ] D0 o4 4 4+ o Sy = - L pE ’ 42 o o=
-1 $a +3 +2 < () < — i} Q by W fa Q - (=) 5] & W) o W0 . >,
! o4 ] 43 - (0] ] r-{ . ~ 42 e 42 (@] o Q ™ . Q oref e} P
ks 3 (0] wx Oy o 7] 4 ] £2 o] (O] Q) «d vl Q Q £ [ J (=] [5V]
oyt < 0O (] a4 &l o3 ] (&) s £ & [$) ) o 42 ~f - . ed W 42
(9] - e~ N O . 2 . L -] o (o] [ L4 1 el ) @ ] =1 mn = [4)
] L o Q = (0} P (o] a ] 1.3 7] W] = -t A e~ () . 4
o o | - 1] ) 7)) Ko TS | R o3 fan] 4 <l ] [ o) s @ - ~ J 1)) o
(&) o [$] > O] of s [$) () + > () ) () = [O) ] <3 —{ (o TR [ ()
-1 O ~ e G0 N = 0 £ ] (=] o) < £l < $4 £ o ! I - wm
T B 0 oM S0 o Q Q G 40 A I I I~ o k. o . o -
R a 9 = w R YR N I VO ¢ AR O ' S o < 0
4 o (@] 4+ no @ o 0 + o 24 fu e 4 £ = i 0} . « O ]
w3 > A4 4] ™ (5] 3 < o Dy Y ol Y (KN )] [ i\ o3 a 45 < ot 24
5] Q O - i P e 4] A4 1 b £ 7] e} «d . 3 | Q QL 42 . G4 4 3
O < 1)) Gy m.. < 3 af Q G o) < — gy ot 31 = U] (] O < o
oo I = o bl . g n 3 o3 e Y B ) o @
3 ot @ 9] pey ™ <4 I | < J 0] . : (s PR o o o (1)) “ (3} !
< (%] H ] . ! Y] &4 =y 1 ] O Q . Q Ly LI 42 [ K L) -
n @ O O « o, .0 =g 03 n 13 -+ 2 o~ d O 0] <4 2 =3 < 0]
- K =l . 43 o | L3 . 4 e 3 'y - ON N [} “ o] -} Q
o 3 L -4 78} 1.3 vi 42 (@] [} . O < o e~ 1 3 7] + (&) - 4 o - R ]
(@] [54] ol O 4] 8] e} 43 (o] [< (5] o [ [{e] n -1 3 V) 4 e QQ
th ~ 4 B o} 4 =2 G @ o QO i » | > 13\ B U] Q 3 in 4 13|
Ko ~{ 3 o) o o} - g by N ()} 84 -0 e [} +2 v . o O > <3 (& 4
o) (O] W £4 ) t0 Ey (4} + 4 3 o 9 I o o 43 i 42 4 « <! Q O Q) P .
o Y 2 g o (O e BN E ) w Z Oy 4 O @ W o 3 = O 4 e O o
-3 0] 20 42 -+ [ af ] <3 ~ 1> 2 T & m = Q 42 ) W (i)} o .
oo R a8 ®» @ d m - B o - O @ fa g <4 4 m Al
e k™ oy . 0 Kw! m [ | =] Jk (0] &4 (o] e ] o ~n TGy .
-+ O] “J Q42 £ 0] n ot “ G £ w1 Q (0] ¥ o] ~ . £y e I—i
o £ 2 \3} 4] o] -] O o3 £t O (0} ur oM L4 ] B SL] £ -4 v T
d) (o) Y I = o (] o o 0 Gq (& J M O 2 . o ® o)) 43 th)
s R /) Y 2 S s : = o O o ~ » e oo > B & e
N n e [0 D ] G 42 2] <« e L L 42 ) ] o) v ~{ Q o o] (o] O ~{ U
-1 O $4 Ny QO L0 42 L) 0] S8 43 £ 4+~ “ 42 o ) Q Q, Y, S >
0 ! o o 3 0 ] 4 £ 2 i s @ o A vl 42 I ~ U P £4
o &) 9 FA G 0 ct R (o] 43 O g 2 o (o} O O\ A w3 «d o 3 o} -1 pad o Q
= a » O J A = 2% 64 om SO0 J o~ 5 4 aQ 4 o = o n ]



270

~

. Q R - 1
: 0Ll 3] -~ <
42 . ()} 2 W S - i =1
Ho B 4 o J i~ ~ Q UV | 1) >
~ O Tt - o &~ 43 . )] 42 4 K| [ 12
o < e (<)) [ « O f1 [ ) 43 . - W o] R [0 o -
) - G4 s [ [2X) (o] 42 STV R 0 o 4] ko] 0 P A () ~ = J
< L el [ =T & & ¢ € an o Qv £ [ o _—
Q 0] O n 0 Q .o o, o ore| n n ~ ot W i 8 o Y o e ] W ~
=3 i o £4 " n 3 (o} ¥ &5 o5 o=} o 4 =i O (o] i SR it g
~ o — . O P | 7} 4 0 -{ o3 (6] S (0] < B ~{ R e (o] Q. 9] %q e
g ) ~ 3 o T o S R - Kl v} 4 o QOO 4 P -84 o) )
o N ] wel e o < [ S « ‘S ] “0 EE] 12 42 tn 42 Q. ©w ON Q o i G-
ey e ) (b 4 ()] t{ o) .o [ 3] o] (o] e r- A o] [t ~{ < (o] [ O
[ A [ o £ o=} (] ] [a}] v P [ [4)] e-f 8] o) o] ~ '] 1] .
W v 1 [h) n B o [ ] 9] $-4 =D -l A = O (0] Iv)] e in 0 43
| o O () o et O £ ] eq [0} . o 1 O & i 4 o~ 5 o 42 o
L2 3 3] o [ N . - O +3 52 iy . .00 O @] £+ . ¢ o B By £l o
Kl g m ) RN [ B | - . g > 0 ~ " £ & Y] £
R . w3 E A - g [ EIE R ~ [ | 0 o < — - By oo ot o < )
[6)) [a X} (& +2 [} «d - S 3 (@] 'Q . o~ (O] ot fin) - ~ o )] o 4
3] . g L~ R (+) IR 2 — — £3 o] Q. 0. T P 14 1 m e
0 [Wha S 2 o] [do] [ Q ] ’ K ’ 3 =) )] m oed 42 1)) e w3
5} . $-4 o od o ()] -t yo] 5 o £ "y o > - + . [S I o 42 3 o]
N el [\ S L £4 Q [9) (0] g ] ot Q. iy (@] 0 0 o [ (1)) [P] T . Q W
O < 42 9 < ] Gy 43 0 o Qo i o O I o 4 £ a (o)) 1)) ] .
O M o RS 0 43 (o)) 42 « < o O wd )] ] ~] o (0] o n 1 fod () el
A £ ) (& «© £ + . o < ™ B 0 Q LW e > Q) W £ " W
3 ] o () £4 iy 43 e . 3 -l 4 4+ (6] Q o ! e XMoo~ S O 5] <4
=1 W 43 o Lo o —{ m [O TR 5 | o] ™ 3 “J . u = L0 o . (0] 1
@) %1 P 4 n . 3} 3] | 4 Kol S e + 0 b | 0, 3 I &) 0] =
o O n O « ® £] W 0] (&) ) o W o O o O ! N 0 S A Gl
i < [$) ¢4} S [%] e s 0 | & o} [ Q (@] (O] U] D oy 3 fiv] e
p O a1 iy O 0 - ()] o . o & fr - . 0 =~ M -
O @ i - & 42 > O o~ [ n ~ B 5 i [ [$)] r~ (] ' ) o] [0 G
+ 3 <3 o 0] £ od - 4 ¥ . 3 -t 43 7] : < ' O] Q wd ’ I o1 i~ 0] o
PN VI T s T L ) iz © 3 o A TR R N A > .| G
o ) | 3 i $ (9] o £ (o) n ! (i)} [ BN ) L T O IO 7 . o P o
o | A L L (] D i3 (¢] — U IS | (& (o) s v g 3 (@] W ] o 2
o O o] (o] 5] G O Gy L = | e Q 0 4] n = v e ) [ ot 3 ]
43 o - S (] [ 4 e 42 . S w0 ~ 0] o3 +2 B 9] -4 1 kv ] (W) 3 I3 ]
4 W [ae n [») (@) [49) [} Q Q [{) B 42 s £4 R &4 [ = 1) fai] [T} . ..
(D) RS] 3 N (& O — 2 ey o ] n B W o o B (R | w0 13
< - W w W (] > ®» (o} o o < n © 3] o) O )| ps O i £ 3
oy ! vl Ko [ I ()] ~l £ ) 3 4 o -y = 3 - $i — s~y g 0} O
) £ (o T e 4] v Q 0 © &4 < 4 0] e 5 P W o Q o @ [ o <3
] C Q L G - ol = | S +3 (o] 3 Q 0] £ Q (o} ! < 3] KR 3 o] 1.3
3] = ol o o 0] 3 ey () Ko - ! < s 4 ] H o] R !
o o) £ O+ n n £ N e 53 > o f-i o o H £ 3 ]
-1 £ 7] (e & o — A4 N ES) . 0 o, iy 20w O . vl w3 ey LY [i3)
0 4 W o 0 o 9] 43 Q 1 &N [ 23] SR & 9] K& A)
& oo 7 B L s B = T T I~ T N oa o4 3 1 BT
I 42 Q W (3} Q [ I (=) [0} 1 a f4 3 g . o - - )
c Q < Q ()] .0 N o P o)) < = () o 4 1 ! £ §1 - 15
] I R ) o . + ® 0 = g .0 < < 3 uf (o] Y| 0 <l
W Qe (" 1 O &) ® | 0 +2 R e o o ~n (1] < O
<l o) KR 1§y ) . | ) 5] W < SIS N | 4 - EES i 3)
£ T O S £ o 0d 8 H OO & o o 2 80 &6 o 8 a
o 5] [ BT D < (o) . [0} O e Qe O O\ aq [ IS O ©o. o e (3% I
(o o «Q 200 = o = S R T S o Q (S T ¢ I I K & 3



Loliidin]

L)L
ity - R e v e A - RTINS E S oy g
e situation In Durhem was in a stete of fliux. if.e poii-
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Wnatever the difficulities, however, ths direction was
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certain. In 19006 Uilson had so far lost a grip on his
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memoers toat he resorited 16 downright

rules. The secretery consﬂaerably eased nis authoritative

osition by subtly bulc“ﬁg through the 1905 Council a prom-

o

R3

ise to exzmine the ruies.. The fOlthlnc year he was gran-

ted tne recommendatlon tc have no rule changes unless a

Effectively it stifled much disquiet.108. whnat it could
) .

not avert however, was & clash over the Conciliation Board.

In Decembsr 1506 W ashington Glebe .successfully moved its

and cdistributed irn the uvanion. As late as Bay 8tn 1907 the

on the greunds of the uncertain mendate. ~ Another ballot

was formed end Wilscn used his political'acﬁmen to spilt the
vote by asking three guestions - for continuation, amenémen!
or abolition. The reésult was 15,350,and 154 respectively.
Predictably Wilson igrored the demands for revision. i

o

nzd acnieved-the breatzing-space he reguired. But if ke

{‘J

stalled rebeilion tere tze moves for re-za

M.7.G.B. couid not be nalted. In October & ballot wes
. . 12 " . . - ~ . -
comzisioned. 0 Toe result wes a 29,000 majority for
111 '
amelgametion.” " Tne pitmen voted positively in spite of
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cared cirectic. Sc tney were over the issues of national

Durham of trade union loyzlty which nad evelved over ine

past. helf century. Trie trouble-makers in Durham had been

rforce, was a party aiming at uniting divergent trade unions
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staunch Liberals. Ho definite brezk could be enticipated,

zrasolqg ne51tant1y towards an extens on of working-class

action. iéioreover, the 1.L.P. spokesmen tremselves could
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fic hangovers of conciliction

the lodges acted out the class war the politics of the

Lebour Party eased over the whole North-East Coszifieid.
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15 per cert on our wages, to commence on

and if reifused, the county be balloted

tret wages were 255 zbove the 1579 basis

of coal only merited 1334

B

Federation
25,048
11,222
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Association Jezauary 23rd 1890

6. April 26tk 1890 Coupc;_ Heeting
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10.cf. D.M.A. records July 2lst 1830 for inter i - appointments,

and Aug. léth 1850 Tfor tne elections.

1l.Welbourne, op.cit., p.273 (1923) S -
S.%ébb,'op.cit. 1921, does not even mention Patterscn as a
lezder, uJOugﬂ ne weas secretary from 1390-1895.

12.July Z8tr 1890 Special Co necil Meeting
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fered September 3rd 18 890, Lccepted Seuteiber 1lta 1890
Octeber 1lth 1850 CoLh01l Heeting;
"That the four sections of the Federation Board mest the

O per cent in our

veZes, to commence on October 3lst; and, if refused, the

«t

county be DaLlOucd at once, with a view Gf giving.notices

"onat wew =eek through Council mee-
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ting to bring the whole Tirm of Lendonderry out on strike
in order to win the Sillswor:n struggle; and that the couny
be levied at 6d per full member and 3d per haif member, &ad

to give notice after Council rises."

Sgecial Council Heeting Feb. l4th 1891, trere nzad been
"That the Silksworth mern continue idle.™®

Herch 31st 1891 Council, nousrton le-Sur 1ng-calied for e

county-wide strike to back Silksworth, but moved ¢ board

"That we sever our connection with the Engiremen's Section
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ceive one monthis notice

ion es leaders of the co

(13)"That our Agents 2nd

notice to dispence

(18)"That a hearty vote of
Federation, Northumberiezag

nendsore donations handed

64,000 workmen now locked-
57.June 18tk 1892
58.December 7th 1692, 8 page

4.F.C.B.
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embers of the Executive

1

thanks be given to the Midland
Miners, and otihers, for tasir
over towards supporting the
out in this county.®
circular replete with attacks on
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35. 0tn 1894 Ceoumcil

Se.xcvember 7th 1894 D.M.A. Circular

5T.Eovembef 24tn 1894 Swedial Council Heeting

58.May 14th 1895 Conciliaztion Board Circular;
"We cannot but regret that the Tirst meeting of the Board
should have been concarned tb'con ider a reduction of wages;
vet feel confident. that, howsver distasteful and unpleasan;
it may be to submit to a fall. in percenteges, all who have
observed the condition of trade, “en note of the prices
prevalling generally, and the sericus lessening of tae num-
ber of hands during the vast six montns, cculd not be other-
wise than preparsd for a feductio“ in the rates of wages
that obtzired and which were got when the condition of treds
was different and prices nigher.m .

5C;October Gth 1895 Conciliztion Board Clrcular;
"Wise men recognize t gver récurring chgpges-(in trade),
and employ the means waicn is the most expediticus, easy,
and eguitable, in its respomses. Friction betwean emﬁlo*cr
and employed is z foe to any srnde.-Uncbrzalnty'ié & sure
and hurtful debriment, very often narro ing'tné period of
drosperity, and hastenlng ana,enLarging the times of ad-
veréity."

$0.July 26th Progamme of Council L eeting, Motions 18+19;
(19)"5 elieving that the préseht Conciliation Board does not
comrnand the confidence cf the miners in the county, we move
-that en individual vallot of ‘the niners bs taken, to descide
wanether we shall-give notice tblthe Ovmers for its t~r in
ation Houghton-le-8pring
Council &u g 10th 1895 - both motions went off the DOZTE.
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s leaders, Indeed, since 1925 the Durham miners have besn char-

cterized not only by political, but also indusirial conservatisn.
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307.

Conclusion,

This analysis has of necessity, chiefly for conceptual purposes,
been simplistic. Oﬁviously, the very delineation of the tensions is
itself wmisleading in that it forwards dichotomies where in fact a
complex dialectic pervaded. For example, in the discussion of Crawford
it is somewhat inaccurate to say that he was a visionary compared
to the pitmen and thereby suggest a contiruum of.consciousness. Such
a schematic Jjudgement is not to imply that all the niners trailed
bebind him. There were clearly advanced and retarded colliers (e.g.
~ the North of England Socialist Society and those pitmen who joined
Conservative Working-Men's Clubs respactively). Nevertheless, what
iz central is that the mass of the pitmen were in agreement with
Crawford's views, Witness their very votes of confideﬁcé in his c¢on-
stant re-election not only to the general éecretaryéhip but alsc as
" arbitrator, counsellor atc and that throughout his office there app=-

- eared ro motions agalnst his brand of Gladstonian-Liberalism evean

or Council Programmes (indeed, the most significant resolution iz a
criticism of Crawford's lack of orthodoxy). Of course, this is not

to say there was not coansiderable practical dissatisfgction with

trzde union arrangements, but thess constraints were.obviously insu=
fficient to change the political wolld-view of the lodges (even if
they were an implied cxriticism of the laissez-faire creed). It'wouid
certainly have assistgd the work to document the activism of the |
articulated minority in opposition, but to teiterate the intention
was to understand the consclousness as a whole. By far and away the
best method -~ since the inactive rarely (if ever) document their
apathy - was by way of the D.M.A. Council minutes snd the struggles
in which the miners participated. In what was essentially a closed
shop here were the politics {even if a particular economic rationality
is simultaneously a political philosophy discontent. with the manif-
estations o? the former does not mean an abandonment of the latter).
of the majority of Durham pitmen (particularly when it is held in mind
that the Council Programme was voted on in dVAnce at individual
collieries and the lodge delerafea nandated how to vote). On the othnr
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nand, in 1526, with the emormity of the owners' demands, the will

to resist impelled the pitmen into immense militaney. No doubt, sharing
as many did by then a vision of 'socialism® with some of their agente
they interpretated that goal (and hence panacea) as something more

. down~to-sarth than the ntopian dream of the Labour Pariy. However,
again the point is that the majority politically, if they temporarily
abandorned the Labour Party parliamentarians, did not undertake rev-
olutionary politics. On the contrary, the nine months'! lock-out (and

- that they waited until the actual crisis to fault their agents) attests
to their failure to organize an offensive strategy against Baidwin

and his cohorts, In so doing, it bore witness to their encapsulation

in bourgeois hegemony. They realized they had to resist, but in temp-
orarily dropping Labour Party negotzonism the miners did not step
outsidse capitalist domination to see the fight for a seizure of ower
_t0 avold defeat. 1928 was the nost tgnuous.situation the pitnmen had
been in since Labourlism was siiteSsnad undermined when tha capitalists
attacked, but to remain oddurate against an affront is still a giant
step from avowing socialist revoluticn., It meart that the pitmen were
condemned to remain the exploited class and victim to further capitalist
criszs. One cannot avold the conclusion that ideologiéally taey were not
ready in 1926, Not only had the Labour Party thoroughly castrated |
. them, but their unionist antecedents added to Labourts fatalism.
Moreover, the defeat laft them furiher ptome to accede o the domlnant

-~

mores. :
' To discern the dialectics of incorporation has been the aim

of this work. In an area which felt so acutely the whims of capit-
alist booms and slumps this is rot an easy phenomeron- to dellnezate
and certainly the relation between industrial stridency and political
conzclousness was at times hazy. However; the very fact that the
existence of these sharp oscillations in the labour-capital nexus
(a?ded tb thz acute deprivations.of day-to-day working of a pit)
-hurled the miners into activism itself underlines the contamization -
of bourzanls ideology in that they could not see-beyond (or more
particularly a way beyond) tne status quo. Their actions were péimi

arily protests rather than revslts. This study argued that this con-
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sciousness 1s explicable by understanding the gestation of Durhan’s

peculiar variants of Primitive Methodlsm, Liberalism and Labourism

" both within the wider society and within the couaty. A coming to

grips with the important gimilarities and differences of these rel-
ationships is axiomatic to comprshending the Durham miners. More

work must be done on the agitators in Durham, especially in the early
vears of the 20th century, but if the weight of this study can have

. any iﬁfluence it_will'lay stress on the need for any serious politi-

9]

cal analyst to comsider that even more elusive factor: the politics
of non-activiets (i.,e. the people who suppliad the mass of the work~
force), That this non-activiem is itself an indication.of subjugation
is not enough. Research is needsd to urderstand the complex temsions

that this indoctrination had when the necessities of life - partic-

ularly in coel accountancy - clashed with it. Moreover, Jjust as central

must be the examination of how the political innovations acted upon
(and were influenced) by the positions of the rauk and file and the
wider social milieu. _ '

- One of tha major ambitions of this dissertation has been fo'
stress the role of the idea in shaping nmen's consclousness, -Economic
relations do not simply shape the soclal situation (though they do
play an integral ¢4 part) as the unionism of the Durham miners thr-~ "
oughout'the reriod has illustrated. There has been a tendency here

to conceptualize a dichotomy of the politics of the miners as soaehow -
removed from tke industrial sphere. The reality is a blurred amalganm. -

There is no-doubt, for instance, that the pitmen®s Labourisa had
little in common with Londonderry's Torylsm. However;_the critical”’
ue 1s that it did have some similarities in a situation where the

io-economic basis polarized the society. Capitalism creates its

is

in

50

0

£

owm id§§logy and it ‘encompasses the whole socisl order. Its inherent
contradictions naturally create a complex dialectic since labour and

]

apitzl are in a contiruous series of conflict. Labour, thrust into
i

=1

dustrial turmoil, cannot easily accede to ¥ dourgeois hegemony. It

sl

n

hlishes its own ideology as a response. However, ir that creation

~ the dilamma remained on the Horthern Coalfield, The beliefs which
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developed in the working class were a mixture of creation angd psrm-
eation, As such they were simultaneously a reflection of the inherent
conflict and an extrapolation of the ideologlcal consensus developed
by the.bcurgeois to legitimate their coantrol. In such a way a part-
icular'b;and of pitmen's representation developed within this social
_.matrix (at ﬁarying levels of incorporation since the agents in part-
icular moved that much more into the cultural apparatus). The pitmen's
occupational strictures made it an impossible task to practically
carry out the impliéations of this hegemony (and obviously the indus-
trial relations had a considerable influence on shaping the sort of
meanings which developed ~ as did later the poiitical agitators of
Lgbour). To fully accede to the hegemony of capitaliém the pitmen,
say in the zenith of laissez -faire, would have. had to resist &£a
regulardy strikeg What happeaed, of course, was that conditions of
work were such that they necessitated localized protest and even

"the favouring of a particular type of Liberalism (and Liberalism
itsel?f was a relatively disseatieat group from_%hat highest ideol-'.
ogical articulation of capitalism the Tories) in the radical. dewmoc-
rats. Nevertheless, their very selectidn of a steely humanitarian
doctrine like that of William Crawford testifies to the success of
bourgeols culture in restricting the consciousness of the miners ¢o
the bounds of the free trade doctrire. Integral to any urnicalsm of .
the Durham miners was this ambivalence: they bowed down to the ideo-
logical superstructure of capitalisa while frequently striking_agai-
nst its effects. Thae result was a moral squamishness which led to a
_reluctanée to challenge the coal-owners, They-ﬁad, on the coatrary,
to be thrust intb disputes as a defence against tke onslaughts from
the ownéfé, The piﬁmén may have despised the coal kings, dut in failing
$to break the chains of bourgeols rationality they could not confront -
" the capitalists with anything other than intractability.

This is the weight of the dialectic of cultural eacompassment
Jfrom'partisanship_tb_tha mixture of assumptions-and half-thought-out
‘notions which contaminated 43 the Durham miners’® attempts at trade
unionism, It was the factor which explains how a union can be both
dissident and conformist; both radical and comservative. A union
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is by its very nature cdntrary'to the capitalist ethos of individ-
ualism and competition,-but to highlight tae fundamental contlict
does not mean there is no affinity., That the Durham unions endorsad
the same doctrine as the capitalist class (not congruently but diale
ectically) meant they had an in-built  ambivalence. Existing as diss-
. 1aents they were simultaneously absorbed into contemporary values.
Sinzlarlj the agents, that much more encompassed by the prevailing
norms, preSent no surprises that they should be able to critize their
members' industrial vehemence (n&% that here is an ambivalence within
a structure which i%tself is an ambiguity). Their consciousness was
formed by a pull of their members' feelings and cbnditions And bourg-
go;s society (they could hardly be passive receptors of opposing
beliefs given pit life in Durham), but the manifestations were res-
olved in the degree of incorporation._ﬁgents; eSpebially when they
have been long out of the pits and occupled in negofiationism, added
to personality characteristics which ushered thenm into uniorism in
the first place, do not face tha .veryday pressures of the pitaen.
‘reins o? gowernment, pinpoi1t 1n an es +reme way a danger inherent
~in all representational organizatlons formed as a defenee against

- capitalisn yet compelled to live with that systoenm. ' '
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